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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis ^ January  1,  1863. 

Col.  J.  C.  Kelton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

I have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  copy  of  my  reply  * to  Major-Gen- 
eral Holmes’  letter  of  the  7th  ultimo,  in  which,  by  direction  of  his  com- 
mander-in- chief,  he  asks  full  information  in  regard  to  the  execution  of 
ten  men,  by  order  of  Brigadier- General  McNeil,  Missouri  State  Militia, 
some  time  since  in  Northeastern  Missouri. 

The  question  is  one  of  some  delicacy,  and  I hope  my  solution  of  it  will 
meet  the  approval  of  the  General-in-  Chief. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAME.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


Northern  Missouri,  January  1,  1863. 

His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States  : 

Your  memorialists,  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State 
of  Missouri,  respectfully  represent  that,  since  the  outbreak  of  the  present 
rebellion.  Northern  Missouri,  in  common  with  the  southern  jiart  of  the 
State,  has.  been  infested  by  hordes  of  lawless  depredators,  popularly 
known  as  guerrillas,  though  styling  themselves  “Confederate  soldiers,” 
led  by  desperate  and  unprincipled  men,  having  not  even  the  form  of 
official  commissions  from  the  authorities  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
States,  and  whose  modes  of  warfare  have  been  only  those  resorted  to 
and  practiced  by  highway  robbers,  thieves,  murderers,  and  assassins. 
Not  having  from  any  source  a recognition  as  belligerents,  they  have, 
nevertheless,  not  scrupled  to  wage  relentless  war  against  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  against  the 
peace,  safety,  and  happiness  of  the  loyal  citizens  of  this  State.  In 
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thus  doing,  they  have  causelessly  murdered  non-combatants  by  bang- 
ing, by  shooting,  by  cutting  their  throats,  and  by  divers  other  cruel, 
inhuman,  and  outrageous  methods.  They  have  fired  into  railroad  trains, 
killing  and  maiming  soldiers  and  citizens,  and  placing  in  imminent  peril 
the  lives  of  women  and  children.  They  have  burned  and  destroyed 
railroad  bridges,  thereby  causing  trains  filled  with  non-combatants  to 
be  precipitated  into  streams,  killing,  drowning,  and  wounding  many 
persons,  including  women  and  children.  They  have,  in  the  darkness  of 
night,  summoned  citizens  to  the  doors  of  their  dwellings  and  there 
shot  them  dead.  They  have  deliberately,  and  without  provocation,  fired 
into  dwellings,  placing  in  extreme  jeopardy  the  lives  of  innocent  and 
helpless  persons  therein.  They  have  abducted  eitizens  from  their  dwell- 
ings and  families  and  murdered  them  secretly,  and  by  methods  un- 
known to  the  community  at  large.  They  have  practiced  inhuman  and 
diabolical  cruelties  upon  i)risoners  in  their  hands  by  brutally  whipping 
and  hanging  them  until  nearly  dead.  And  all  this  has  been  done  for 
no  Other  reason  than  that  the  parties  thus  murdered  and  outraged  were, 
and  had  been,  true  and  faithful  in  their  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 
More  than  this,  they  have  robbed  the  loyal  citizens  of  JSforthern  Mis- 
souri of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars’  worth  of  property,  taking  in 
numerous  instances  the  only  horse  from  a needy  and  dependent  family. 
They  have  stripped  thousands  of  families  of  clothing,  money,  grain, 
cattle,  wagons,  arms,  and  ammunition,  and,  in  short,  of  everything 
which  their  cupidity  could  lead  them  to  covet  or  their  wants  to  desire. 
N’or  have  these  operations  been  confined  to  a few  or  remote  localities. 
Every  county,  every  community,  has  thus  been  scourged,  until  scarcely 
a loyal  family  has  remained  untouched.  Thus  these  desperadoes  deso- 
lated the  whole  land,  establishing  a reign  of  terror.  Under  this  scourge 
many  loyal  citizens  have  fled  from  the  State  to  preserve  their  lives ; 
many  have  been  forced  to  abandon  their  families  and  take  refuge  in 
the  Federal  army,  and  for  weeks  and  months  thousands  have  been 
nightly  driven  to  the  woods  and  fields  to  find  shelter  from  the  fury  of 
these  prowling  fiends. 

Your  Excellency  will  not,  however,  understand  that  during  all  this 
time  the  United  States  and  State  Governments  have  been  inactive  in 
their  efforts  to  crush  out  rebellion  in  this  section  of  the  State.  Many 
thousand  troops  have  occupied  and  held  the  various  important  points  in 
Northern  Missouri,  and  at  no  time  have  these  guerrillas  been  able  to 
withstand,  in  open  conflict,  by  any  combination  of  their  forces,  the  reg- 
ularly organized  troops  of  the  Government.  But  the  character  of  their 
warfare  and  their  intimacy  with  the  topography  of  the  country  have 
been  such  that  eighteen  months’  experience  has  demonstrated  that 
organized  troops,  in  however  large  bodies,  simply  holding  isolated  points, 
with  am])le  power  to  control  any  given  point,  but  governed  only  by  the 
rules  and  methods  of  ordinary  and  regular  warfare,  could  not  check  the 
outrages  referred  to,  nor  assure  peace  and  safety  to  the  loyal  people. 
Experience  long  since  convinced  the  military  authorities  of  this  depart- 
ment that  something  more  was  necessary  than  the  mere  occupancy  of 
the  country  by  Federal  troops  and  the  dispersion  of  aggregated  bands 
of  marauders.  Hence  the  orders  of  Generals  Halleck  and  Schofield,  the 
point  of  which  was  that  all  guerrillas  taken  in  arms  should  be  shot- 
Had  those  orders  in  every  instance  been  strictly  carried  out,  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  the  effect  would  have  been  most  happy.  But  too  many 
such  persons  fell  into  the  hands  of  our  military  authorities,  who  lacked 
the  nerve  to  administer  the  required  penalty.  The  result  was  thousands 
of  these  desperadoes  were  released  on  i^arole  and  bond  5 the  country  was 
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again  overrun  by  them,  and  their  reiterated  acts  of  brigandism  were  none 
• the  less  violent  or  atrocious  that  they  involved  the  additional  crime  of 
perjury.  Oaths  and  bonds  imposed  no  restraint  upon  such  persons, 
whose  demoniac  passions  now  burned  with  a new  and  doubly  heated 
flame. 

It  was  in  these  dark  days,  when  this  whole  section  was  in  terror  and 
dismay  at  the  unchecked  and  apparently  uncontrollable  outrages  of 
these  men,  that  Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil,  Missouri  State  Militia,  com- 
manding the  Division  of  Northeastern  Missouri,  caused  ten  of  these  per- 
sons, all  of  whom  had  been,  and  at  the  time  of  their  capture  were,  par- 
ticipants in  the  outrages  of  the  general  nature  recited,  to  be  publicly 
executed  at  Palmyra,  in  this  State.  The  immediate  occasion  for  this 
execution  was  the  abduction  and  undoubted  murder  by  these  men,  or 
their  associates  in  crime,  of  one  Andrew  Allsman,  a loyal  citizen  of  Pal- 
myra, a non-combatant,  a man  respectable  in  character  and  advanced 
in  years.  It  was  not,  however,  simply  to  avenge  his  death  that  ten  crim- 
inals were  executed.  It  was,  additionally,  to  vindicate  the  power  and 
authority  of  law  and  of  the  Government  j to  strike  terror  into  the  hearts 
of  those  whom  no  sentiments  of  right,  honor,  or  justice  could  reach.  It 
was  to  give  safety  and  peace  to  this  distracted  country,  and  to  assure 
the  now  almost  incredulous  people  that  the  Government  was  not  utterly 
powerless  for  their  protection.  It  was  a stroke  absolutely  essential  to 
teach  traitors  that  they  could  not,  and  should  not,  with  impunity,  out- 
rage the  rights  and  sacrifice  the  happiness  and  safety  of  whole  com- 
munities. The  act  has  achieved  its  desired  purpose.  The  law  and  the 
supremacy  of  our  Government  are  vindicated.  Citizens  return  in  peace 
and  safety  to  their  homes.  They  are  no  longer  assassinated  at  pleasure 
by  lawless  ruffians.  They  feel  that  in  truth  they  have  a Government, 
and  that  that  Government  is,  indeed,  able  and  willing  to  cover  them 
with  its  protecting  shield. 

Tour  memorialists  have  observed  with  many  apprehensions  the  de- 
mand made  by  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
States,  for  the  delivery  of  General  McNeil  to  the  Confederate  authori- 
ties. We  therefore  adopt  this  method  and  take  this  occasion  of  laying 
before  you  a representation  of  the  condition  and  experience  of  Missouri 
during  the  progress  of  this  rebellion,  believing  this  only  necessary  to 
convince  Your  Excellency  that  the  act  of  General  McNeil  in  the  prem- 
ises was  not  only  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  general  orders 
then  and  now  in  force  in  this  department,  but  that  it  was  the  only  meas- 
ure which  could  restore  peace  and  assure  safety  to  the  loyal  citizens  of 
Northern  Missouri.  In  view  of  all  the  facts,  therefore,  your  memorial- 
ists most  heartily  approve  of  the  act  of  General  McNeil  as  specified,  and 
do  hereby  earnestly  entreat  the  Government  of  the  United  States  not 
to  surrender  that  officer  to  those  demanding  him,  but  to  approve  and 
sustain  his  act  in  the  premises,  believing  that  in  so  doing  he  not  only 
had  in  view  and  subserved  the  high  and  sacred  interests  of  our  whole 
country,  but  also  showed  himself  to  be  a good  soldier  and  a true  and 
humane  patriot. 

Expressing  the  highest  confidence  in  your  administration,  and  the 
sincerest  wish  that  the  blessings  of  Heaven  may  attend  your  efforts  to 
restore  our  country  to  a condition  of  perfect  unity,  peace,  and  prosper- 
ity, and  assuring  you  that  all  our  influence  is  given  you  in  your  en- 
deavors to  achieve  such  a glorious  consummation,  we  remain  your  loyal 
fellow-citizens.’**' 


Numerously  signed  by  citizens  of  Clarke,  Lewis,  and  Shelby  Counties. 
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Fayetteville,  Ark.,  January  1, 1863. 

Major-General  Curtis  : 

Your  dispatch  of  the  29th  was  received  last  night.  I will  be  ready 
to  move  to-morrow,  as  you  may  direct,  but  will  await  your  reply  to  my 
dispatch  of  yesterday,  suggesting  a movement  eastward.  It  is  evident 
that  another  advance  of  the  enemy  cannot  be  made  as  far  west  as  this 
place.  He  cannot  supply  his  army  west  of  the  Ozark  and  Huntsville 
line,  and  probably  not  there.  I might  move  as  far  east  as  Huntsville, 
and  then,  if  necessary,  north  from  that  point.  The  enemy  would'not 
dare  to  move  north  via  Yellville  or  Carrollton,  with  my  force  at  Hunts- 
ville. There  would  be  some  difficulty  in  getting  supplies  from  Spring- 
field,  but  it  could  be  done.  I have  no  information  of  Hindman’s  force, 
later  than  that  obtained  by  Generals  Blunt  and  Herron,  at  Van  Buren. 
They  are  convinced  that  McCulloch  had  come  up,  but  started  back  the 
day  before  their  arrival.  A retreat  had  been  determined  on  before  the 
attack  by  our  troops.  Whether  the  rebels  are  going  below  Little  Bock 
or  intend  to  advance  on  some  line  east  of  here  remains  to  be  deter- 
mined. I propose  to  leave  in  this  part  of  Arkansas  a small  brigade, 
composed  of  the  Indians  and  the  Arkansas  cavalry,  which  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  take  care  of  it  and  the  Indian  Territory.  The  remainder  of  the 
Kansas  Division  can  be  spared  for  an  eastward  movement.  General 
Blunt  concurs  with  me  in  this  opinion. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Fayetteville,  January  1,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis  : 

General  Blunt  desires  to  go  to  Leavenworth  to  attend  to  business 
connected  with  his  district.  I do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  withhold  my 
consent,  since,  as  district  commander,  he  is  independent  of  me.  He  can, 
doubtless,  be  spared  better  now  than  a month  hence.  If  General  Blunt 
is  to  retain  command  of  his  division,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  place  the  Kansas  district  under  some  other  officer,  or,  if  he  is  to 
retain  command  of  the  district,  he  should  be  relieved  from  that  of  the 
division  in  the  field.  The  latter  would,  I believe,  be  the  wiser  arrange- 
ment of  the  two.  The  operations  of  the  army,  since  I left  it,  have 
been  a series  of  blunders,  from  which  it  narrowly"  escaped  disaster 
where  it  should  have  met  with  complete  success.  At  Prairie  Grove 
Blunt  and  Herron  were  badly  beaten  in  detail,  and  owed  their  escape 
to  a false  report  of  my  arrival  with  re-enforcements.  I state  this  simply 
as  a fact  which  it  is  my  duty  to  let  you  know,  without  intending  to  pass 
censure  upon  any  officer.  This  it  would  be  improper  for  me  to  do  with- 
out seeing  their  official  reports,  which  I have  not. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier- General. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington^  January  2,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis: 

My  Dear  Sir  : Yours  of  December  20,  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Strong, 
i^  just  received.  The  day  I telegraphed  you  suspending  the  order  in 
relation  to  Dr.  McPheeters,  he,  with  Mr.  Bates,  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral, appeared  before  me  and  left  with  me  a copy  of  the  order  men- 
tioned. The  doctor  also  showed  me  the  copy  of  an  oath  which  he  said 
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lie  bad  taken,  which  is,  indeed,  very  strong  and  specihc.  He  also  ver- 
bally assured  me  that  he  had  constantly  prayed  in  church  for  the  Pres- 
ident and  Government,  as  he  had  always  done  before  the  present  war. 
In  looking  over  the  recitals  in  your  order,  1 do  not  see  that  this  matter 
of  the  prayer,  as  he  states  it,  is  negatived,  nor  that  any  violation  of 
his  oath  is  charged,  nor,  in  fact,  that  anything  specific  is  alleged 
against  him.  The  charges  are  all  general ; that  he  has  a rebel  wife 
and  rebel  relations ; that  he  sympathizes  with  rebels,  and  that  he  ex- 
ercises rebel  influence.  Now,  after  talking  with  him,  I tell  you  frankly 
I believe  he  does  sympathize  with  the  rebels,  but  the  question  remains 
whether  such  a man,  of  unquestioned  good  moral  character,  who  has 
taken  such  an  oath  as  he  has,  and  cannot  even  be  charged  with  vio- 
lating it,  and  who  can  be  charged  with  no  other  specific  act  or  omission, 
can,  with  safety  to  the  Government,  be  exiled  upon  the  suspicion  of  his 
secret  sympathies.  But  I agree  that  this  must  be  left  to  you,  who  are 
on  the  spot ; and  if,  after  all,  you  think  the  public  good  requires  his 
removal,  my  suspension  of  the  order  is  withdrawn,  only  with  this  qual- 
ification, that  the  time  during  the  suspension  is  not  to  be  counted 
against  him.  I have  promised  him  this.  But  I must  add  that  the 
United  States  Government  must  not,  as  by  this  order,  undertake  to 
run  the  churches.  When  an  individual  in  a church  or  out  of  it  be- 
comes dangerous  to  the  public  interest  he  must  be  checked,  but  let  the 
churches,  as  such,  take  care  of  themselves.  It  will  not  do  for  the  United 
States  to  appoint  trustees,  supervisors,  or  other  agents  for  the  churches. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

A.  LINCOLN. 

P.  S. — The  committee,  composed  of  Messrs.  Yeatman,  Pilley  (Mr. 
Broadhead  not  attending),  has  iiresented  your  letter  and  the  memorial 
of  sundry  citizens.  On  .the  whole  subject  embraced  exercise  your  best 
judgment,  with  a sole  view  to  the  public  interest,  and  I will  not  interfere 
without  hearing  you. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

January  3,  18G3. 


January  2, 18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hauleck, 

Washington,  D.  G.  : 

General  Blunt  reports  that  Colonel  Phillips,  Third  Indian  Eegiment, 
whom  he  sent  out  with  cavalry,  drove  Coffee,  Stand  Watie,  and  other 
forces  over  the  Arkansas  at  Port  Gibson,  destroying  fortifications,  bar- 
racks and  commissary  buildings.  Port  Davis,  and  the  buildings  used 
for  stores.  The  Indians,  under  McIntosh  and  Stand  Watie,  express  a 
desire  to  surrender  and  return  to  their  allegiance  to  our  Government. 

The  destruction  of  boats,  forts,  and  barracks  must  greatly  incom- 
mode the  enemy.  We  cannot  easily  obtain  supplies  for  operations  in 
Western  Arkansas. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

January  2,  18G3. 

General  Schofield,  Fayetteville,  Arh. : 

General  Blunt  will  be  allowed  to  choose.  If  he  desires  to  come  in,  I 
wdsh  him  to  report  this  way. 
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The  main  force  should  move  east,  keeping  as  far  down  as  roads,  sup- 
plies, and  the  enemy’s  movements  will  justify. 

General  Brown  telegraphs  that  he  has  a report  of  force  collecting  at 
Berry  ville.  If  so,  it  threatens  your  rear  by  Roaring  River  route. 

*^8 AML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major- General. 


Fayetteville,  January  2,  186*3. 

Hon.  John  S.  Phelps, 

Military  Governor  of  Arliansas,  Saint  Louis : 

I respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  organizing  the  militia  of  this 
part  of  the  State,  so  that  they  may  protect  their  homes.  If  you  concur, 
I will  endeavor  to  give  the  necessary  assistance  to  ofhcers  authorized 
by  you  to  enroll  and  organize  the  loyal  men.  Very  few  volunteers  for 
the  general  service  can  be  obtained,  but  I believe  all  the  loyal  men  will 
gladly  do  duty  as  local  militia. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier- General. 


General  Davidson  : 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

January  2,  1863. 


While  the  Army  of  the  Frontier  is  so  far  away,  Warren  has  to  guard 
Springfield,  and  while  there  are  still  apprehensions  in  your  rear  you 
had  best  not  go  forward.  I am  shifting  forces  to  support  you.  Did  you 
lose  any  pontoons  Have  you  got  your  boat  completed  at  Yan  Buren  ? 
Telegraph  freely-  and  fully.  I have  been  terribly  pressed  for  aid  at  Co- 
lumbus and  Memphis,  but  think  matters  are  now  safe.  Have  sent  force 
to  reoccupv  IS’ew  Madrid,  that  was  foolishly  abandoned. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Left  Wind,  Forces  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Columbus,  Ky.,  January  2,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Saaiuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : General  Osterhaus,  en  route  for  his  command,  passed  here 
last  evening.  From  him  I learned  your  wishes  touching  our  early  de- 
parture for  Helena.  I have  steadily  kept  before  General  Davies  your 
wishes  that  your  forces  should  not  be  scattered  or  detained  one  day 
longer  in  this  department  than  his  necessities  should  require.  General 
Grant  has  ordered  General  Davies  to  move  us  to  Memphis  immediately. 
General  Davies  has  asked  General  Halleck  for  instructions.  General 
Tuttle,  now  here,  is  very  desirous  to  retain  all  of  your  Iowa  regiments  as 
a command  for  himself.  I discover  that  he  is  hard  at  work  among  the 
colonels  to  infiuence  them  in  the  direction  of  General  Grant;  complains 
bitterly  that  General  Grant  has  been  badly  treated  in  the  distribution 
of  the  new  troops  from  the  Northwest.  These  are  straws  that  indicate 
clearly  what  is  in  the  wind.  I fear  that,  if  we  are  set  down  at  Memphis, 
we  shall  bid  good-by  to  the  Department  of  the  Missouri.  It  seems  to 
me  that  after  the  liberal  contribution  you  have  made  to  the  down-river 
expedition  your  department  cannot  well  spare  any  more  regiments. 


Chap.  XXXIV.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


9 


We  had  a grand  scare  here  yesterday.  General  Davies  sent  an  aide  to 
me  in  great  haste,  at  9 a.  m.,  with  the  intelligence  that  we  were  attacked 
on  the  right,  and  ordered  my  command  into  line  of  battle  immediately. 
We  Missourians  astonished  the  general  commanding  with  our  prompt 
attention  to  orders,  and,  indeed,  it  would  have  pleased  the  venerable 
Pea  Kidge  himself  to  have  seen  his  boys  spring  to  arms.  IsTot  an  attack 
had  we.  Happy  New  Year  was  not  disturbed  by  mortality  lists,  or 
groans  from  the  wounded.  The  irregular  discharge  of  arms  by  the  guard 
relieved  had  created  the  alarm.  Colonel  Moore,  with  the  Twenty-first 
Missouri  and  Thirty-third  Iowa,  is  out  on  the  railroad  line  20  miles. 
Construction  trains  are  within  8 miles  of  each  other,  but  there  is  much 
trestle  work  to  rebuild.  I fear  General  Davies  will  not  be  able  to  open 
and  maintain  the  line.  Memphis  must  be  made  the  base  of  supplies  for 
General  Grant’s  army.  Colonel  Hughes  has  gone  to  repossess  New 
Madrid.  No  rebel  force  has  yet  occupied  the  post.  It  was  a great  shame 
to  have  abandoned  it  at  all.  Colonel  Scott  ought  to  be  ordered  back 
there,  and  send  Colonel  Hughes,  with  his  lull  regiment,  down  the  river. 
I am  now  waiting  telegram  from  you  touching  our  destination  below. 
I fear  you  will  have  to  telegraph  General  Halleck  before  we  are  again 
in  your  department. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Forces  at  Fort  Columbus,  Ky., 

January  2,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies, 

Commanding  District  of  Columbus.,  Ky. : 

General  : I am  in  receipt  of  orders  from  General  Curtis,  directing 
me  to  proceed  to  Helena,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  with  the  forces 
from  his  department  temporarily  on  duty  at  this  post. 

General  Gorman,  anticipating  my  arrival  at  Helena  wiifi  the  forces 
from  General  Curtis  now  on  duty  here,  ordered  nearly  all  of  his  com- 
mand to  join  General  Sherman  in  his  expedition  against  Vicksburg. 
The  rebel  forces  of  Hindman  and  Marmaduke,  having  been  driven  from 
Van  Buren,  will  probably  concentrate  with  the  force  at  Austin  and 
march  on  Helena,  while  General  Gorman  is  weak.  I would  like  your 
permission  to  commence  the  shipment  of  my  regiments  at  the  earliest 
moment  you  consider  the  safety  of  Columbus  will  permit ; the  Twenty- 
first  Missouri  and  Thirty-third  Iowa  being  now  out  on  the  railroad  with 
construction  train,  had  better  remain  until  they  can  be  spared  from  the 
line.  Will  you  allow  me  to  order  transportation  for  the  Thirty-third 
and  Thirty-fifth  Missouri  Infantry,  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry,  and  Twenty- 
ninth  Iowa  Infantry  1 The  Twenty-eighth  Wisconsin  Infantiy  might  be 
given  to  me  in  place  of  the  Thirty-third  Iowa,  now  out  on  the  line.  You 
will  then  have  three  Iowa,  one  Missouri,  and  one  Illinois  regiment  left 
here,  in  addition  to  the  regulars. 

General  Curtis  is  so  very  urgent  that  I should  lose  no  time  in  getting 
forward  after  your  safety  is  beyond  doubt,  that  I now  respectfully  re- 
quest that  I be  permitted  to  order  the  necessary  transportation. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  Hepartment  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouU^  January  2,  18G3. 
Brig.  Gen.  Willis  A.  Gorman,  Helena^  Arlc. : 

General  : I am  moving  the  Army  of  the  Frontier  eastward,  but  cau- 
tiously. They  have  to  move  on  the  north  side  of  the  Boston  Mountains, 
not  being  able  to  get  supplies  in  the  immediate  valley. 

If  you  received  my  late  letters,  you  will  understand  my  reasons  for 
api)rehending  great  difficulty  in  using  the  Arkansas  Eiver  as  a military 
line  of  operations.  We  want  both  the  White  and  Arkansas,  so  you 
can  fall  back  on  the  White  Elver  if  the  Arkansas  dries  up,  as  it  will. 
Helena  will  also  have  to  be  occupied,  and  I hope  you  have  not  even  tem- 
porarily abandoned  it.  AA^e  must  have  a position  for  stores  which  is  not 
liable  to  be  overflowed. 

Colonel  Chipman  says  remonstrances  have  been  sent  against  deten- 
tion of  troops  at  Columbus.  This  was  by  order  of  General  Halleck,  and 
probably  necessary  to  you  and  to  the  country. 

Hindman  is  either  moving  east  or  south.  It  is  very  likely  he  will  try 
to  form  a junction  with  General  Holmes. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaTit, 

SAME.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis.,  January  2, 18G3. 

Col.  iS”.  P.  Chipman,  Helena : 

Dear  Colonel  : Happy  New  Year  to  you  and  the  general.  I wrote 
the  general  before  noon,  but  the  express  carrier  will  stay  till  to-morrow. 

Your  letter  of  the  27ih  is  received,  giving  first  news  of  our  boats 
entering  Yazoo  Eiver.  I suppose  things  would  not,  could  not,  come  to- 
gether according  to  plans  made  on  such  a varying  sliding  scale.  Gen- 
eral Sherman’s  letters  disclose  (as  they  should  not)  his  forces.  Grant’s, 
and  all  their  movements,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  there  is  not  one  chance  in 
five  these  moves  can  meet.  Still,  if  Sherman  gets  ahead  of  the  rebel 
movements,  he  may  find  a small  force  only  at  Yicksburg  and  take  it 
easily. 

When  Commodore  Davis  and  myself  went  up  to  Cairo,  and  proposed 
the  move,  Memphis  had  a small  garrison  and  was  not  near  as  strong  as 
now.  I have  great  confidence  in  our  troops,  but  wish  we  had  more  cool 
and  sagacious  arrangements  for  the  great  river  move. 

The  general’s  whole  line  seems  to  have  been  left  in  a crazy  kind  of 
style,  and  General  Davies  seems  to  have  been  quite  possessed.  I have 
been  doing  all  in  my  power  to  save  the  fragments,  and  hope  things  are 
now  about  safe. 

All  the  officers  who,  like  mj^self,  have  served  on  the  Arkansas  con- 
cur with  me  in  saying  that  river  will  only  do  for  a dash.  If  a fleet  goes 
up  it  there  is  no  safety  ; it  is  more  than  likely  to  be  caught  by  a fall 
that  leaves  the  boats  high  and  dry. 

The  weather  continues  rainy,  and  the  river  is  in  fine  condition.  If 
the  rain  continues  it  will  help  us.  Helena  is  the  only  dry  spot  when 
the  river  is  high,  and  if  these  rains  continue,  as  I said  in  a former  letter, 
we  may  be  inundated  at  Napoleon  before  sixty  days.  However  bad 
the  roads  may  be,  we  must  use  them  in  any  move  w^est,  for  we  cannot 
get  boats  enough  to  carry  all  thei  equipment  of  a proper  force  up  those 
shallow  or  small  rivers.  Swamps  will  have  to  be  bridged  and  difficul- 
ties overcome,  let  us  go  either  way. 


Chap.  XXXIV.] 


11 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


General  J.  H.  Lane  says  Blunt  and  Herron  are  both  mJide  major- 
generals.  They  have  disposed  of  Hindman’s  army,  so  far  as  the  West  is 
concerned.  I expect  it  will  now  join  Holmes  somewhere  near  Little  Bock. 

My  table  is  overrun  with  business,  and  I must  not  indulge  my  pen. 

Colonel  Colburn  has  joined  my  staff.  Think  he  appears  well  disposed 
for  duty.  He  and  Carr  have  both  served  long  in  Arkansas,  and  both 
say  the  Arkansas  Eiver  is  a trap. 

Give  my  regards  to  all  my  friends  and  my  denunciations  to  my  foes. 
I am  told  by  a man  direct  from  Arkansas  that  the  rebels  have  included 
me  among  those  who  are  to  have  no  quarter. 

I am  sorry  indeed  to  hear  of  the  loss  of  Mrs.  Craig’s  house  by  burning. 
It  was  so  beautiful,  I feel  as  if  it  must  indeed  be  mourned.  Alas,  this 
is  war ; although  it  w^as  the  negroes  who  did  it,  still,  it  is  the  result  of 
war. 

The  President  has,  as  you  will  see,  issued  his  mandate  declaring  all 
slaves  in  Arkansas  and  Mississippi  free.  I hope  there  will  be  no  further 
attempt  to  ignore  my  free  papers  in  Arkansas. 

All  join  in  kind  regards. 

Very  truly,  your  friend. 


SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  3, 1863. 

M.  C.  Meigs,  Quartermaster- General : 

Bearer  of  dispatches  from  Vicksburg  left  there  Sunday  noon.  Gen- 
eral Sherman  was  fighting  his  way  back  to  Vicksburg.  Steamer  Blue 
AVing,  with  ordnance  stores,  taken  by  the  rebels  and  carried  up  the 
Arkansas.  I have  urged  that  every  transport  boat  should  be  armed 
with  two  small  howitzers.  Why  not  do  it?  Such  a loss  costs  more  than 
howitzers  to  arm  the  whole  fleet.  Can’t  this  be  done?  It  should  be. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  3,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief : 

General  Grant  has  ordered  all  my  force  now  at  Columbus  to  Memphis. 
This  strips  the  country  about  Cairo  and  New  Madrid,  leaving  no  reserve 
in  this  region.  General  Davies  has  stripped  everything,  got  all  I could 
spare  for  temporary  purposes,  taken  my  garrison  from  New  Madrid,  and 
then  stopped  a regiment  I sent  to  resume  New  Madrid.  General  Grant 
cannot  be  apprised  of  these  facts.  Please  check  matters.  At  Colum- 
bus they  need  something. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


War  Department,  Washington,  January  3,  1863. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

General  Grant  wants  the  regiment  of  heavy  artillery  at  Saint  Louis 
to  hold  the  points  on  the  Mississippi  Eiver  while  he  sends  more  re- 
enforcements  to  Vicksburg.  Can  you  not  spare  them  for  that  purpose  ? 
There  seems  little  necessity  now  for  much  force  in  Saint  Louis. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Genera  l-in-  Chief. 
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Saint  Louis,  AIo.,  January  3,  1863. 

Maj.-Gen.  H.  AV.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief: 

1 Lave  no  artillery  regiment  at  Saint  Louis.  A battery  is  being  made 
ready  to  send  down  to  ^ew  Madrid.  I have  only  infantry  enough  to 
guard  prisoners,  and  about  200  old  men  to  guard  forts.  I suppose  you 
have  mv  dispatch  of  this  morning. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


nEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  FRONTIER, 

Fayetteville,  January  3,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  : I cannot  suppress  a feeling  of  surprise  and  disappoint- 
ment that  my  statement  of  well-known  facts  of  great  importance  to  the 
interests  of  the  service  were  received  by  you  in  the  spirit  manifested  in 
your  telegraphic  dispatch  of  yesterday. 

I expressed  my  belief  that  the  wiser  of  two  arrangements  between 
which  it  seemed  necessary  to  choose  very  soon,  if  not  immediately,  would 
be  to  leave  General  Blunt  in  command  of  his  district  rather  than  of  a 
division  in  the  field,  and  gave  as  a reason  for  my  belief,  “ The  operations 
of  the  army  since  I left  it  have  been  a series  of  blunders,  from  which  it 
narrowly  escaped  disaster,  when  it  should  have  met  with  complete  suc- 
cess. At  Prairie  Grove  Blunt  and  Herron  were  badly  beaten  in  detail, 
and  owed  their  escape  to  a false  report  of  my  arrival  with  re-enforce- 
raents.”  Desirous  not  to  appear  as  gratuitously  censuring  any  officer, 
I added,  I state  this  simply  as  a fact  which  it  is  my  duty  to  let  you 
know,  without  intending  to  pass  censure  upon  any  officer.  This  it  would 
be  improper  for  me  to  do  without  seeing  their  official  reports,  which  I 
have  not,’^  and  I might  have  added,  probably  will  not,  as  they  are  made 
to  you  and  not  to  me. 

In  reply,  after  speaking  of  errors and  “ shortcomings’^  in  my  official 
report  lately  submitted  to  you,  you  say  “ I note  also  what  you  say  of 
blunders  which  transpired  in  your  absence  under  Generals  Blunt  and 
Herron.  I do  not  perceive,  as  you  intimate,  any  necessity  of  your  anti- 
cipating their  own  reports  of  their  own  affairs,  which,  in  due  time,  I 
trust  they  will  do  more  fully  than  they  have  yet  done.” 

From  this  language  I must  conclude  that  you  regard  it  as  no  business 
of  mine  that  I find  on  my  return  my  command  cut  up  and  demoralized 
by  a most  stupid  series  of  blunders,”  and  that  their  own  reports  of 
their  own  affairs”  alone  are  to  decide  whether  it  will  be  wise  or  unwise 
to  retaiu  officers  of  my  command  in  their  present  positions. 

You  cannot  fail  to  recollect  that  I have  uniformly  spoken  of  Generals 
Blunt  and  Herron  in  terms  of  commendation ; that  after  the  battle  of 
Prairie  Grove  I expressed  only  regret  that  their  ^iccess  had  not  been 
as  complete  as  I could  have  hoped  for,  and  that  both  before  and  after  that 
battle  I expressed  not  only  a willingness,  but  a desire,  to  leave  to  them  the 
opportunity  of  gaining  whatever  of  laurels  were  to  be  won  by  this  army. 
jSow,  when  better  information  has  compelled  me  to  modify  my  former 
opinion,  and  1 suggest  that  the  good  of  the  service  would  be  promoted 
by  leaving  one  of  the  officers  named  in  command  of  a district  rather 
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than  of  a division  in  the  field,  I am  informed  in  substance  that  such 
suggestions  are  unnecessary  and  even  impertinent. 

I certainly  desire  to  do  my  duty  as  an  officer,  and  when,  in  my  opinion, 
this  duty  requires  it,  I do  not  hesitate  to  state,  officially,  facts,  however 
disagreeable,  concerning  those  officially  connected  with  me.  If,  how- 
ever, my  views  of  what  is  required  for  the  good  of  the  public  service, 
as  connected  with  my  command,  are  to  be  received  with  an  intimation 
that  I am  meddling  with  the  affairs  of  others,  I must,  in  self-defense, 
hold  my  peace,  or  at  least  reserve  the  expression  of  my  views  for  those 
who  will  treat  them  with  the  respect  due  their  sincerity,  whether  they 
be  wise  or  unwise,  necessary  or  unnecessary. 

Hereafter,  general,  as  heretofore,  I shall  cheerfully  endeavor  to  carry 
out  to  the  fullest  extent  in  my  power  whatever  orders  you  may  give  me, 
but  I cannot  again  place  myself  in  position,  by  making  suggestions  to 
my  superior,  to  have  my  views  received  with  expressions  of  contempt. 
I will  endeavor,  general,  to  limit  my  communications  to  matters,  which 
cannot  possibly  wound  the  feelings,  official  or  personal,  which  you  may 
entertain  toward  any  officer  of  my  command. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena,  January  3,  1803. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  Missouri^  Saint  Louis  : 

General  : Yours  of  December  29,  1862,  was  received  by  the  hands 
of  General  Vandever  this  day,  by  which  I am  informed  that  you  had 
received  my  dispatch  of  the  23d,  also  my  subsequent  dispatch  of  the 
25th,  by  Lieutenant  [William  M.]  Stimpson,  and  by  the  latter  officer  I 
received  yours* of  December  30,  addressed  to  Colonel  Chipman,  opened 
by  him,  and  sent  forward  on  his  way  to  Columbus  and  Cairo,  where  he 
went  by  special  dispatch  boat  to  communicate  with  you  by  telegram,  and 
to  hasten  General  Fisk’s  brigade  from  Columbus  to  this  point,  if  possible. 
The  draft  of  General  Grant  upon  this  force  has  left  me  without  force 
enough  to  attack  the  enemy  at  any  vital  point.  The  tri-monthly  reports 
sent  you  show  my  strength  in  detail. 

The  reason  I sent  13,000  instead  of  12,000  men  is  explained  by  the 
fact  that  General  Blair  had  a sort  of  roving  commission,  and  insisted 
upon  taking  his  entire  brigade,  and  I would  have  been  compelled  to 
break  up  General  Steele’s  division  or  General  Blair’s  brigade  to  have 
made  the  number  exact.  As  it  was,  perhaps,  after  deducting  the  hang- 
ers-on and  inefficient,  there  was  not  more  than  a fraction  over  12,000. 
I felt  also  that  it  would  gratify  you  that  I had  so  thoroughly  responded 
to  General  Grant’s  wishes,  a desire  which  you  had  indicated  in  all  your 
letters. 

The  stampede  aboiit  Columbus  and  on  the  river  above  seems  to  have 
been  more  fussy  than  formidable.  Before  any  of  your  guns  are  spiked 
in  this  section,  I promise  you  somebody  shall  be  hurt. 

There  are  now  lying  at  the  wharf  25  steamers,  8 loaded  with  commis- 
sary stores  and  supplies  for  the  army  at  Vicksburg;  6 traders’  boats; 
all  the  rest  light-draught  and  of  small  capacity ; 1 ordnance  boat  and  1 
commissary  boat.  I can  use  the  traders’  boats,  as  I will  if  necessary. 
I am  shipping  to  Saint  Louis  all  the  condemned  mules  and  horses,  extra 
transportation  and  surplus  quartermaster’s  property,  and  all  the  very 
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sick  enlisted  men,  so  as  to  clear  this  post  of  surplus  property  and  inef- 
ficient men.  A large  portion  of  the  transportation  heretofore  belonging 
to  General  Steele’s  division  was  necessarily  left  here,  and  all  his  surplus 
camp  and  garrison  equipage. 

The  supply  of  coal  for  steamers  is  almost  exhausted.  I have  ordered 
100  contrabands  to  cut  cord-wood  and  put  it  on  the  river  bank. 

For  my  military  plans,  see  another  letter  of  this  date. 

I W,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  GOEMAN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena^  Arlc.,  January  3,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 
General  : You  say  in  your  dispatch  of  the  29th  that — 


The  downward  pressure  on  me  and  upward  pressure  on  you  have  weakened  us  so 
much  that  I will  not  he  able  to  do  good  in  a westerly  move  till  matters  improve  else- 
where. 


By  this  you  are  understood  to  say  that  I am  not  to  move  until  I get 
more  forces. 

The  Thirty -sixth  Iowa  Eegiment^  detained  for  a few  days  at  Memphis, 
have  arrived  here.  In  your  dispatch  of  the  30th  you  say  to  Colonel 
Chipman : 

If  necessary  and  possible,  General  Gorman  must  assist  Memphis  or  any  other  point 
where  our  line  of  communications  is  in  danger,  deferring,  if  need  be,  all  interior 
operations  from  Helena  till  we  are  re-enforced  by  General  Grant,  or  other  arrivals  on 
the  river. 


In  the  same  dispatch  you  say : 

The  Army  of  the  Frontier  will  have  to  fall  back  for  supplies,  and  wait  till  we  can 
get  strength  enough  to  move  up  the  rivers  of  Arkansas  and  hold  them. 

By  this  you  are  understood  to  order  me  to  wait  until  you  are  strong- 
enough  to  move  up  the  Arkansas  or  White  Eiver,  because  the  Army 
of  the  Frontier  will  have  to  fall  back  for  supplies,  as  no  connection  can 
be  made  by  one  advancing  and  the  other  retiring. 

The  enemy  have  a battery  of  two  rifled  guns  6 or  7 miles  below  Na- 
poleon. I am  going  down  with  an  armed  force  to  capture  it  or  run  them 
off. 

No  transports  have  returned  from  the  fleet  below,  and  I am  afraid  to 
let  the  supplies  pass  down  to  our  army  below  without  an  armed  force 
to  protect  them.  Bear- Admiral  Porter  has  sent  up  the  gunboat  Cones- 
toga to  watch  and  guard  from  the  mouth  of  White  Eiver  to  Cypress 
Bend;  she  is  now  there  cruising.  I shall  feel  that  the  commissary 
boats  are  safer  when  I get  them  to  her. 

By  your  dispatches  you  are  understood  to  favor  the  idea  of  this  column 
moving  uf)  White  Eiver,  as  it  will  the  better  support  this  depot.  When 
General  Fisk’s  or  other  forces  arrive,  so  as  to  increase  my  infantry  force 
to  10,000,  I will  leave  a garrison  of  1,000  infantry,  500  cavalry,  and  a 
light  battery,  with  part  of  the  mortar  fleet,  to  hold  this  place,  and  at 
once  attack  and  take  Saint  Charles.  And  Avhen  I can  have  the  co- 
operation of  the  gunboats  up  the  Arkansas,  will  attack  Old  Post.  I will 
immediately  inform  you  when  E get  to  Saint  Charles.  I would  have 
preferred  to  have  gone  with  transports  and  gunboats  up  the  Arkansas 
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and  threatened  Little  Eock,  if  you  had  not  been  so  decidedly  in  favor 
of  the  White  Eiver  for  permanent  occupation.  General  A.  P.  Hovey 
and  General  Washburn  fully  approve  this  plan.  Were  it  not  that  the 
Mississippi  was  rising  very  rapidly,  and  White  Eiver  very  high,  I might 
land  at  Prairie  Landing,  which  is  some  12  or  15  miles  from  Old  Post; 
but  the  flat  lands  for  2 miles  are  entirely  overflowed,  making  it  impos- 
sible to  debark  there.  After  getting  to  Saint  Charles,  if  Admiral  Porter 
sends  me  gunboats  enough,  I may  find  it  most  desirable  to  push  up  my 
force  and  take  DevalFs  Blufl*. 

I am  very  impatient  to  get  off,  and,  but  for  supporting  General  Sher- 
man at  Vicksburg  with  such  a heavy  force,  I should  have  been  half  way 
to  Little  Eock,  and  this  would  have  compelled  the  evacuation  of  Saint 
Charles,  DevalPs  Bluff,  Cotton  Plant,  and,  in  fact,  all  rebel  forces  east 
of  the  Arkansas  Eiver. 

Had  you  not  desired  to  hold  this  post,  I should  have  left  it  in  care  of 
a gunboat.  Before  this  reaches  you.  Colonel  Chipman  will  have  commu- 
nicated with  you,  and  given  you  my  views  more  in  detail.  Let  me  hear 
from  you ; but  I shall  move  when  I get  ready  without  further  orders, 
unless  surrounding  events  prevent  or  counter  orders  are  received  before 
I get  off. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  GOEMAN, 
Brigadier-General^  Commanding. 


Private.]  Hdqes.  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena^  January  3,  1863. 


Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis  : 


General:  Allow  me  to  devote  one  letter  to  cotton  and  commerce. 
This  river  from  here  to  Memphis  is  lined  with  cotton  speculators.  The 
people  of  Mississippi  and  Arkansas  are  being  supplied  with  salt,  flour, 
pork,  bacon,  coffee,  quinine,  shoes,  boots,  hats,  caps,  shirts,  drawers, 
socks,  whisky,  mackerel,  cheese,  and  a thousand  and  one  other  such 
things,  all  of  which  are  cleared  and  permitted  by  Mr.  Yeatman,  special 
agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  at  Memphis,  six- tenths  of  which 
pass  into  the  hands  of  the  public  enemy. 

These  things  dofft  come  here  by  stint,  but  by  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  barrels,  boxes,  casks,  and  packages.  One  single  boat  landed  here 
day  before  yesterday  with  100  barrels  of  whisky  and  35  bottles  of  quinine. 
The  blockade  of  the  Atlantic  coast  has  no  terrors  for  rebels.  From  here 
to  Memphis,  guerrillas  line  the  shore,  and  are  as  familiar  with  traders 
as  if  they  had  sent  for  their  goods.  Without  a corrective  is  soon  applied 
to  their  shipments  from  Memphis,  the  public  enemy  will  be  as  well 
supplied  with  all  the  necessaries  of  life  as  the  citizens  of  the  loyal  States. 
The  guerrillas  act  as  commissaries  to  the  interior.  This  may  be  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  but,  if  so,  we  are  feeding  them  Avith  one  hand 
and  fighting  them  with  the  other. 

I will  copy  and  forward  you  a few  of  the  manifests  permitted  and 
cleared  from  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Mr.  Yeatman,  special  agent  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  and  in  some  cases  permitted  and  cleared  by  the 
Treasury  officers  in  Saint  Louis.  If  these  contraband  articles  came 
here  only  in  small  quantities,  and  to  special  families,  it  might  not  be  so 
obnoxious.  But  until  this  river  is  clear  of  the  public  enemy,  I would 
not  allow  them  a pound  of  meat  or  a stitch  of  clothing,  until  the  well- 


16 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 


disposed  portion  of  tlie  population  would  guarantee  protection  to  trade ; 
but  if  cotton  and  commerce  are  kings  all  subjects  must  obey. 

The  rage  for  cotton  speculation  seriously  embarrasses  all  military  oper- 
ations in  this  region.  The  trading  boats  land  men  at  all  the  ports,  and 
send  them  as  runners  through  the  enemy^s  country  to  hunt  up  and  drum 
up  cotton.  The  loyalty  of  such  runners  cannot  be  relied  upon ; every 
movement  of  the  army  is  known  and  spread  by  them  over  the  enemy^s 
country.  While  there,  they  tell  all  about  our  army,  to  protect  them- 
selves from  arrest,  and  avow  themselves  the  best  of  Southern  men  j 
when  they  return,  they  tell  all  about  the  rebel  armj^  and  avow  them- 
selves the  best  of  Union  men ; and  thus  they  are  spies  in  a double  sense. 
Every  facility  ought  to  be  given  by  the  Government  to  get  out  the  cot- 
ton in  exchange  for  money,  except  gold.  Provisions  and  family  sup- 
plies ought  to  be  given  for  wood  only,  as  it  is  highly  important  to  our 
army  transportation. 

Write  me  privately  on  this  subject. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  GOKMAHT. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  District  of  ^Northeastern  Missouri, 

MVarrenton^  ilio.,  January  3,  1863. 

Gentlemen  : I am  directed  by  General  Merrill  to  instruct  you  that 
no  orders  from  any  competent  source  have  been  given  to  stop  the  assess- 
ment in  Northern  Missouri,  and  that  no  such  order  will  be  made  at  any 
future  time,  except  it  be  by  some  authority  of  an  officer  superior  to 
himself,  and  then  it  will  be  against  his  hearty  protest.  You  will  accord- 
ingly proceed  with  your  work  as  rapidly  as  possible,  in  order  that  the 
amounts  assessed  may  be  collected  at  once.  Should  any  order  stopping 
the  assessment  be  made  by  proi)er  authority,  you  will  be  at  once  noti- 
fied. I am  directed  to  state,  in  addition,  that,  in  this  matter,  you  are 
not  under  the  control  of  any  local  military  commanders,  or  subject  to 
any  orders,  except  those  from  General,  Merrill.  Neither  are  you  subject 
to  any  control  from  the  Governor  or  any  officer  of  the  Enrolled  Militia  of 
this  State  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Bv  order  of  Brigadier-General  Merrill : 

GEO.  M.  HOUSTON, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

^Saint  Louis.  Mo..,  January  4,  1863. 

Gov.  Hamilton  E.  Gamble,  Jefferson  City  : 

Governor  : I have  yours  of  the  29th  ultimo,  in  regard  to  relying  on 
the  Enrolled  Militia,  and  proposing  a conference  on  the  subject.  The 
demand  for  troops  below  has  induced  me  to  send  out  almost  everything, 
so  there  is  only  Merrill’s  regiment  of  United  States  troops  remaining 
north  of  the  river.  This  is  only  partially  armed.  We  must,  therefore, 
rely  mainly  on  the  Enrolled  Militia.  If  the  matter  be  prudently  man- 
aged, I have  no  fears.  The  Enrolled  Militia  are  everywhere,  and  act, 
therefore,  as  sentinels  in  each  neighborhood.  Hindman’s  complete 
rout  must  disable  him,  so  he  is  not  likely  to  come  again  with  a large 
force.  The  only  trouble  will  be  the  return  of  rebel  deserters  to  their 
homes  in  Missouri.  To  prevent  new  organizations  of  bands  from  this 
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debris  of  tbe  rebel  forces,  I hope  the  provost-martial  organization,  aided 
by  the  Enrolled  Militia,  will  keep  watch  and  ward  over  every  portion  of 
the  country.  By  arresting  these  returning  rebels,  and  either  confining 
them  or  placing  them  under  heavy  bonds  signed  by  their  neighbors  and 
relatives,  I hope  we  may  prevent  mischief. 

On  all  these  matters  it  will  be  best  to  keep  our  own  counsel  pretty 
clos^,  and  I therefore  hope  it  may  be  convenient  for  you  to  come  down 
soon,  that  we  may  consider  and  determine  matters  referred  to  by  the 
President. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  Governor,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAME.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General, 


Van  Buren,  Mo.,  January  4,  [18G3.] 

Major-General  Curtis: 

Your  telegram  of  the  2d  just  received.  Eo  pontoons  were  lost.  My 
ferry-boat  will  be  calked  and  in  the  water  to-morrow,  waiting  for  rope 
and"  blocks.  My  pontoon  bridge  is  laid,  and  I have  thrown  Boyd’s 
division  across.  Jeff.  Thompson  sent  message,  sayiug  the  west  side  of 
the  Current  Eiver  belonged  to  him.  I expect  twenty-five  days’  supplies 
on  the  11th  5 then  I must  move  down  the  west  side  to  Doniphan,  if  only 
to  forage  my  animals.  I am  sorry  Warren  could  not  move  down  Eleven 
Point.  Do  give  me  what  force  I am  to  have  and  let  me  push  on.  I 
have  an  expedition  out  now  20  miles  from  here.  I visit  my  lines  by  day 
and  night,  and  am  getting  these  men  to  be  careful.  The  roads  are 
almost  impassable.  Have  no  key  to  cipher  yet. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier- General. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington^  January  5,  1863. 

Major-General  Gurtis  : 

My  Dear  Sir  : I am  having  a good  deal  of  trouble  with  Missouri 
matters,  and  I now  set  down  to  write  you  particularly  about  it.  One 
class  of  friends  believe  in  greater  severity  and  another  in  greater  len- 
iency in  regard  to  arrests,  banishments,  and  assessments.  As  usual  in 
such  cases,  each  questions  the  other’s  motives.  On  the  one  hand,  it  is 
insisted  that  Governor  G-amble’s  Unionism,  at  most,  is  not  better  than 
a secondary  spring  of  action  j that  hunkerism  and  a wish  for  political 
influence  stand  before  Unionism  with  him.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
urged  that  arrests,  banishments,  and  assessments  are  made  more  for  pri- 
vate malice,  revenge,  and  pecuniary  interest  than  for  the  public  good. 
This  morning  I was  told  by  a gentleman,  who  I have  no  doubt  believes 
what  he  says,  that  in  one  case  of  assessments  for  $10,600,  the  different 
persons  who  paid  compared  receipts,  and  found  they  had  paid  $30,000. 
If  this  be  true,  the  inference  is  that  the  collecting  agents  pocketed  the 
odd  $20,000.  And  true  or  not  in  the  instance,  nothing  but  the  sternest 
necessity  can  justify  the  making  and  maintaining  of  a system  so  liable 
to  such  abuses.  Doubtless  the  necessity’  for  the  making  of  the  vsystem 
in  Missouri  did  exist,  and  whether  it  continues  for  the  maintenance  of 
it  is  now  a practical  and  very  important  question.  Some  days  ago 
Governor  Gamble  telegraphed  me,  asking  that  the  assessments  outside 
of  Saint  Louis  County  might  be  suspended,  as  they  already  have  been 
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within  it,  and  this  morning  all  the  members  of  Congress  here  from  Mis- 
souri but  one  laid  a paper  before  me  ashing  the  same  thing.  Kow,  my 
belief  is  that  Governor.  Gamble  is  an  honest  and  true  man,  not  less  so 
than  yourself;  that  you  and  he  could  confer  together  on  this  and  other 
Missouri  questions,  with  great  advantage  to  the  public  ; that  each  knows 
something  which  the  other  does  not,  and  that  acting  together  you  could 
about  double  your  stock  of  pertinent  information.  May  I not  hope  that 
you  and  he  will  attempt  this  I could  at  once  safely  do  (or  you  could 
safely  do  without  me)  whatever  you  and  he  agree  upon.  There  is 
absolutely  no  reason  why  you  should  not  agree. 

Tours,  as  ever, 

A.  LINCOLN. 

P.  S. — I forgot  to  say  that  Hon.  James  S.  Eollins,  member  of  Congress 
from  one  of  the  Missouri  districts,  wishes  that,  upon  his  personal  respon- 
sibility, Kev.  John  M.  Eobinson,  of  Columbia,  Mo.;  James  L.  Matthews, 
of  Boone  County,  Missouri,  and  J ames  L.  Stephens,  also  of  Boone  County, 
Missouri,  may  be  allowed  to  return  to  their  respective  homes.  Major  Eol- 
lins leaves  with  me  very  strong  papers  from  the  neighbors  of  these  men, 
whom  he  says  he  knows  to  be  true  men.  He  also  says  he  has  many 
constituents  who  he  thinks  are  rightly  exiled,  but  that  he  thinks  these 
three  should  be  allowed  to  return.  Please  look  into  the  case,  and  oblige 
Major  Eollins,  if  you  consistently  can. 

Yours,  truly, 

A.  LINCOLN. 

(Copy  sent  to  Governor  Gamble.) 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis,  January  5,  1863. 

Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis, 

A.  A.  G.,  Hdqrs.  JDept.  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Sir:  From  all  I can  learn,  I believe  that  the  post  of  New  Madrid,  in 
mj^  district,  was  abandoned  without  any  cause  whatever,*  and  to  the 
great  detriment  of  the  public  interest,  in  the  destruction  of  a large  amount 
of  valuable  property,  and  in  giving  the  rebels  an  opportunity  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  works  and  interrupt  our  river  communication. 

It  appears  that,  upon  the  report  of  Colonel  Scott,  General  Davies  or- 
dered the  evacuation,  thus  assuming  control  of  troops  in  my  district  and 
in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  not  only  assuming  authority  not 
his,  but  assuming  and  exercising  the  same  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
public  service. 

I had  stripped  my  district  of  troops  to  re  enforce  General  Davies  at 
Columbus;  and  at  the  time  New  Madrid  was  evacuated  the  pressing 
emergency  at  Columbus  had  nearlj^  passed,  and  he  could  have  returned 
the  favor  by  re-enforcing  my  post,  which  there  would  have  been  time 
enough  to  do  even  after  an  attack  had  commenced,  as  Colonel  Scott  had 
six  companies  and  seven  heavy  guns. 

Colonel  Scott,  in  obeying  the  orders  of  General  Davies,  acted  contrary 
to  all  military  rules,  and  discipline,  as  he  was  under  my  command.  In 
so  doing  he  acted,  as  I believe,  also  contrary  to  the  public  interest  and 
in  a shameful  and  cowardly  manner. 

I had  been  lately  in  communication  with  him  by  telegraph,  and  had 
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ordered  him  “to  make  everything  secure’^  at  New  Madrid,  and  advised 
him  that  it  was  an  “important  place  to  keep.” 

Colonel  Scott  has  deserted  the  limits  of  my  command  with  his  whole 
force. 

I would,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  to  the  major-general  com- 
manding that  he  recommend  to  the  General-in-Chief  to  cause  the  arrest 
of  General  Davies  and  Colonel  Scott  and  have  them  held  for  trial. 

I will  make  out  the  formal  charges  as  soon  as  I can  obtain  the  exact 
dates,  amount  of  property  destroyed,  &c. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  CAEE, 

Brigadier -General.,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Saint  Louis,  January  5,  1863. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  headquarters,  Washington. 

So  far  as  General  Davies  is  concerned,  he  made  the  proper  report  to 
me,  and  I have  expressed  my  regrets  to  him.  His  apprehensions  in- 
duced the  order,  and  his  immediate  commander  will  be  the  proper  officer 
to  determine  whether  further  action  should  be  taken. 

Colonel  Scott  should  be  arrested  for  neglecting  orders  which  I directed 
General  Carr  to  communicate  to  him,  and  sent  with  his  command  back 
to  my  department  to  answer  in  the  premises. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Columbus, 

January  5,  1863. 

Brigadier- General  Gorman,  Commanding  Helena  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  no  troops  have  been 
halted  at  this  post  by  my  order  alone,  but  by  authority  from  Major- 
Generals  Halleck  and  Curtis.  The  troops  are  being  forwarded  now  as 
rapidly  as  transportation  can  be  procured.  A battery  left  yesterday 
for  Memphis,  and  two  regiments  will  leave  to-day. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

THOS.  A.  DAVIES, 
Brigadier- General.,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Brioade,  JJ.  S.  Volunteers, 

CoUmhus,  Ky.,  January  5,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  : I have  my  entire  command  in  readiness  to  ship  as  soon  as 
transportation  reaches  us.  I yesterday  forwarded,  by  steamer  Black 
Hawk,  Schofield’s  battery.  They  are  ordered  to  Helena,  though  General 
Grant’s  order  is  to  stop  us  all  at  Memphis.  I am  this  day  loading  the 
Twenty-eighth  Wisconsin  Infantry  and  Thirty-third  Missouri  Infantry 
on  steamers  Swallow  and  Florence.  •!  shall  go  to  Memphis  in  per- 
son to-night  to  drive  by  and  away  from  that  point  the  troops  from  your 
department.  My  adjutant  will  remain  here  and  conduct  the  embarka- 
tion. I have  traded  the  Twenty-first  Missouri  Infantry  to  General  Davies 
for  the  Fortieth  Iowa  Infantr} \ Colonel  Moore  is  a valuable  innn  for 
post  duty ; is  not  good  for  field  service,  as  he  has  but  one  leg.  His 
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regiment  has  700  men  ; the  Fortieth  Iowa  has  920  men.  I have  here 
and  en  route  to  Helena  forces  as  follows : Thirty-third  Missouri  Infan- 
try, say,  800 ; Thirty-fifth  Missouri  Infantry,  say,  700 ; Twenty-ninth 
Iowa  Infantry,  say,  900  ; Thirty- third  Iowa  Infantry,  say,  800  j Fortieth 
Iowa  Infantry,  say,  900,  and  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry  (detachment), 
say,  400. 

Schofield’s  battery,  First  Missouri  Artillery,  and  Twenty-eighth  Wis- 
consin Infantry,  commanded  by  an  old  friend,  en  route  down  stream 
without  any  special  orders,  has  sought  protection  under  my  wing,  and 
attached  themselves  to  my  command.  If  I succeed  in  running  this 
force  all  by  Memphis,  I shall  consider  ourselves  very  fortunate.  I am 
unable  to  judge  why  General  Grant  is  so  earnest  in  his  desire  to  keep 
us  at  Memphis ; his  force  is  now  at  Holly  Springs,  and  unoccupied ; he 
ought  to  be  able  to  take  care  of  his  entire  department  without  further 
aid  from  you. 

I forward  you  by  this  mail  a letter  from  Colonel  Hughes,  announcing 
his  arrival  at  and  occupation  of  New  Madrid.  I don’t  regard  him  in 
any  danger  of  an  attack.  If  a company  of  cavalry,  with  two  howitzers, 
could  be" sent  to  New  Madrid,  and  Colonel  Scott  ordered  back  there  from 
Fort  Pillow,  Colonel  Hughes’  entire  regiment  might  be  relieved  and 
proceed  down  stream.  Colonel  Scott  was  here  in  person  when  General 
Davies  ordered  him  to  abandon  New  Madrid  and  destroy  the  works. 
Colonel  Scott  questioned  the  authority  of  General  Davies  to  make  such 
an  order,  when  General  Davies  informed  him  that  he  had  your  order 
to  command  the  force  at  New  Madrid,  as  also  that  of  Colonel  Chipman, 
chief  of  staff.  Colonel  Scott  was  opposed  to  the  evacuation ; no  one 
favored  it  but  General  Davies.  Consultation  with  me  was  simply  a 
statement  to  me  that  the  post  must  be  abandoned  and  the  force  ordered 
to  Fort  Pillow.  General  Davies  thought  he  had  reliable  information 
that  Van  Dorn,  with  an  immense  force,  was  marching  on  Fort  Pillow, 
and  that  Jeff.  Thompson  and  Jeffers,  with  their  consolidated  hordes  of 
rebels,  were  in  close  proximity  to  New  Madrid  and  Island  No.  10 ; that 
the  plan  was  to  seize  the  guns  at  these  several  points  and  blockade  the 
Mississippi  Eiver.  General  Tuttle  and  myself  were  both  opposed  to  the 
abandonment,  blowing  up,  and  spiking  proposition.  I had  all  I could 
do  to  convince  General  Davies  that  it  was  madness  to  abandon  Paducah 
even ; his  dispatches  to  Colonel  Dougherty  ordering  him  to  give  up 
Paducah  were  written  when  General  Tuttle  and  myself  were  advised  of 
his  intentions.  General  Halleck’s  dispatches  to  General  Davies,  three 
in  number,  were  definite  and  imperative  to  hold  this  post  at  all  hazards, 
and  allow  no  movement  to  be  made  that  would  in  the  least  endanger 
the  Mississippi  between  Cairo  and  Memphis.  I have  not  believed  that 
Columbus  was  in  real  danger  at  any  time,  although  had  you  not  thus 
l)romptly  re-enforced  it,  it  would  have  been  given  up.  It  has  been  an 
unpleasant  episode  in  my  military  history,  but  I have  obeyed  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 
Brigadier -General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  First ‘Brigade,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Columbus,  Ky.,  January  5, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Willis  A.  Gorman, 

Commanding  Distriet  of  Eastern  Arliansas  : 

General  : I am  tbrwarding  my  command  to  Helena  as  rapidly  as 
transportatioM  can  be  furnished  me.  I have  been  detained  at  this  post 
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ten  (lays,  by  order  of  General  Halleck,  througb  Generals  Curtis  and 
Davies".  I am  somewhat  fearful  that  a portion  of  my  command  may  be 
stopped  off  at  Memphis.  General  Davies  has  orders  from  General 
Grant  to  send  ns  all  to  Memphis.  I shall  go  to  Memphis  in  person  to- 
night, and  drive  by  and  away  from  there  every  soldier  that  the  safety 
of  that  post  will  permit. 

Schofield’s  battery  was  forwarded  to  you  yesterday,  on  steamer  Black 
Hawk.  The  Twenty-eighth  Wisconsin  Infantry  and  Thirty-third  Mis- 
souri Infantry  go  forward  to-day  by  steamers  Swallow  and  Florence.  I 
am  expecting  steamers  from  Saint  Louis  within  the  next  twenty-four 
hours  sufficient  to  remove  my  entire  command. 

Forces  assigned  to  my  command  by  Major-General  Curtis  are  as  fol- 
lows : Twenty-eighth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Twenty -ninth  Iowa  Infantry, 
Thirty-third  Iowa  Infantry,  Fortieth  Iowa  Infantry,  Thirty- third  Mis- 
souri Infantry,  Thirty-fifth  Missouri  Infantry,  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry 
(detachment),  and  Schofield’s  battery.  First  Missouri  Artillery. 

I am  aiming  to  put  all  this  force  in  Helena,  and  to  be  with  it  at  the 
earliest  moment  possible.  My  adjutant-general  will  remain  here  and 
push  on  the  force.  I will  be  at  Memphis  to  engineer  it  by  that  point. 
I would  prefer  that  my  command  should  not  be  broken  into  by  any  new 
organization  of  force  until  my  arrival  with  you.  Colonel  Lewis,  of  the 
Twenty-eighth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  is  my  senior  colonel,  and  I will  thank 
you  to  put  him  in  command  of  my  forces  until  my  arrival. 

General  Eosecrans  has  fought  a most  desperate  battle  near  Murfrees- 
borough.  I fear  it  is  not  decisive.  I am  jjainfully  anxious  to  hear  from 
Vicksburg.  I saw  your  dispatch  to  General  Curtis,  under  date  of  1st 
instant.  We  have  nothing  of  a later  date. 

May  the  God  of  battles  be  with  us. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LotiiSj  January  5,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Willis  A.  Gorman,  Helena^  Arlc. : 

General  : Your  dispatches  from  Vicksburg  are  just  received.  We 
must  still  delay  our  move  west  till  the  crisis  in  Sherman’s  efibrts  has 
passed. 

I am  sending  down  coal  as  fast  as  possible,  and  also  sending  boats, 
but  I cannot  hope  to  procure  boats  enough,  neither  would  it  do  to  keep 
enough  to  carry  all  of  our  cavalry"  west.  I hope  to  get  forward  forces 
from  Columbus  soon,  all  of  which  will  strengthen  you  sufficiently  to  begin 
the  move  west.  But  you  must  move  by  land,  so  as  to  cover  Helena. 
The  fort  at  Arkansas  Post  must  also  be  included  in  the  movement. 
Colonel  Ohipman  has  given  me  your  views,  wffiich  I have  aiipropriated, 
and  return  mine  through  Colonel  Colburn,  Colonel  Chipman  desiring  to 
remain.  I move  as  I formerly  advised  you,  according  to  plans  approved 
•at  Washington,  and  wish  to  adhere  pretty  close  to  these  plans.  The 
matter  will  be  fully  explained  by  Colonel  Colburn. 

Colonel  Chipman  informs  me  that  a steamboat,  contrary  to  my  orders 
and  all  military  laws,  has  entered  my  department  to  trade,  under  cover 
of  a flag  of  truce.  I expect  the  persons  and  boat  sent  under  confine- 
ment to  these  headquarters,  or  otherwise  properly  tried  by  a commis- 
sion. I have  directed  Colonel  Colburn  to  call  at  Memphis  to  ascertain' 
what  complicity  in  this  contraband  trade  has  been  transpiring  there. 
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1 hope  some  stop  will  be  put  to  it  immediately.  Oolouel  Colburn  will 
ascertain  the  facts,  and  I hope  you  will  give  him  all  possible  assistance. 

I am  grieved  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Colonel  Wyman.  He  was  a 
noble-hearted  friend  to  his  country. 

I am,  general,  very  truly,  yours, 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


Fayetteville,  January  6,  [1863.] 

Major-General  Curtis  : 

I have  reorganized  the  Kansas  Division,  making  the  Third  Brigade 
consist  of  the  three  Indian  regiments  and  some  howitzers,  under  Colonel 
Phillips.  I propose  to  send  Colonel  Phillips’  brigade  into  the  Indian 
Nation  ; to  leave  the  Arkansas  cavalry  here,  and  move  eastward  with 
the  main  forces.  The  Second  and  Third  Divisions  are  on  the  march  to- 
day. . The  First  will  march  on  the  8th. 

I ask  your  attention  to  General  Blunt’s  letter,  dated  December  26, 
[1862,]  relative  to  supplyiug  his  division  from  Springfield,  and  ask  your 
decision  of  the  question  whether  that  portion  of  the  Kansas  Division 
which  moves  east  with  the  main  command  shall  still  be  supplied  from 
Fort  Scott.  You,  general,  certainly  cannot  be  accused  of  being  governed 
hy  the  motives  which  General  Blunt  attributes  to  those  who  have  con- 
trolled military  afiairs  in  the  Southwest,  although  he  claims,  prob- 
ably thoughtlessly,-your  ordering  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  back 
into  Missouri  as  a part  of  the  disgraceful  scheme.  I have  made  no  order 
on  the  subject,  but  simply  proposed  it  to  General  Blunt,  at  the  request 
of  Colonel  Haines,  and  asked  his  opinion,  as  also  to  yourself. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Fayetteville,  Ark.,  January  6,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis: 

My  latest  information,  which  seems  reliable,  is  that  Hindman,  with  at 
least  the  main  part  of  his  command,  has  crossed  the  river  at  Spadra 
Bluff,  and  was  three  days  ago  in  the  vicinity  of  Clarksville.  It  was 
generally  believed  a week  ago  that  he  was  going  to  Arkadelphia,  but 
this  seems  to  indicate  that  his  destination  is  Little  Rock  or  some  point 
below.  If  he  remains  at  Clarksville,  I can  strike  him  in  a few  days. 
Cooper  is  a few  miles  south  of  Fort  Smith  with  about  1,300  men.  His 
Indians  have  all  deserted  him,  and,  it  is  said,  desire  to  make  peace. 
What  instructions  shall  be  given  Colonel  Phillips  as  to  their  treatments 
I would  leave  the  matter  to  General  Blunt  were  he  here.  My  arrange- 
ment to  send  Colonel  Phillips  is  in  accordance  with  General  Blunt’s 
views,  as  I understand  them. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth.,  Kans.,  January  6,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Gom,manding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

Sir:  Some  days  [since]*  I had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  headquar- 
ters Department  of  the  Missouri  the  statements  of  certain  officers  con- 

* December  18,  1862.  See  Part  I,  pp.  844-850. 
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ceniing  the  late  expedition  of  the  Twelfth  Eegimeiit  Kansais  Volunteers 
into  Missouri,  and  the  difficulties  which  arose  between  tlie  officers  of 
this  regiment  and  officers  of  the  Missouri  State  Militia.  Since  that  time 
I liave  examined  the  statements  of  these  officers  with  some  care,  and 
fail  to  find  any  sufficient  cause  set  forth  therein  which,  in  my  estimation, 
would  justify  the  holding  of  Colonel  Adams  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hayes,  of  the  Twelfth  Kansas,  longer  under  arrest.  As  this  course  is  of 
manifest  injury  to  the  best  interests  of  the  regiment,  I would  most  re- 
spectfully recommend  that  these  officers  be  released  from  their  arrest 
and  ordered  to  duty  forthwith.* 

I am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  WEED, 

Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 

Washington^  I).  (7.,  January  7,  1863 — 5.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  B.  Gratz  Brown, 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. : 

Yours  of  to-day  just  received.!  The  administration  takes  no  part 
between  its  friends  in  Missouri,  of  whom  I,  at  least,  consider  you  one, 
and  I have  never  before  had  an  intimation  that  appointees  there  were 
interferiug,  or  were  inclined  to  interfere. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Army  of  tjie  Frontier, 

Cam])  at  RuntsviUe^  January  7, 1803. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  Commanding : 

General  : Your  communication  of  the  0th  instant  was  received  early 
this  morning,  but  I had  neither  pen,  ink,  nor  paper  to  return  a written 
reply.  In  accordance  with  the  instructions,  I have  the  division  at  this 
place,  with  one  brigade  camped  a short  distance  out  on  the  road  lead- 
ing southeast,  and  the  other  camped  a little  northeast,  both,  however, 
within  one-fourth  of  a mile  of  the  village.  There  was  no  point  between 
the  head  of  Eichland  and  this  place  where  the  division  could  be  camped 
to  secure  the  different  objects  you  desired.  Had  I remained  in  Eich- 
land, it  would  have  interfered  with  the  foraging  of  the  post  of  Fayette- 
ville and  the  Second  Division,  but  from  this  point  we  can  forage  east. 
The  thoroughfares  from  south  lead  directly  into  Huntsville,  and  from 
here  can  be  well  picketed.  Major  Anderson,  whom  I sent  out  from  Fay- 
etteville on  Sunday  night  in  command  of  a scout  to  look  up  a rebel 
force  said  to  be  on  King’s  Eiver,  has  just  returned.  The  only  troops 
that  have  been  in  that  section  lately  were  a band  of  jayhawkers,  under 
Jackman,  and  they  left  for  the  mountains  several  days  ago. 

The  country  about  here  is  full  of  conscripts,  and  also  many  volunteers, 
who  have  deserted.  They  report  Hindman  as  having  told  them  to  look 
out  for  themselves,  and  not  objecting  to  their  departure.  The  Texas 
troops  left  Hindman  several  days  ago  and  started  for  Eed  Eiver  in  a 
body.  If  their  statements  are  true,  he  cannot  have  over  5,000  men  left. 

I would  respectfully  inquire  what  sort  of  summary  i)unishment  I can 

''  See  Chipman  to  Blunt,  January  15,  1863,  p.  46.  tNot  fouutl. 
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adopt  to  stop  the  maraiidiug  aud  straggling  of  soldiers  of  this  command. 
Can  I have  some  of  them  drummed  out  of  service  ? Court-martialing 
is  too  slow. 

Kespectfullj’,  your  obedient  servant, 

r.  J.  HERRON, 

' Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Houston^  ilfo.,  January  7,  1863. 


Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Saint  Louis.,  Mo. : 


Major:  I have  the  telegram  of  the  general  commanding,  of  last 
night,  at  8 a.  m.  this  day. 

1 immediately  re-enforced  Colonel  Merrill  Avith  200  cavalry,  making 
his  number  of  men  1,000.  I could  not  send  more  to  do  any  good.  I 
liave  here  150,000  rations,  quite  a quantity  of  quartermaster’s  stores, 
just  in,  and  a lot  of  contraband  stock,  which  I shall  defend. 

Colonel  Merrill  was  on  their  rear.  They  are  said  to  have  left  Hart- 
ville  last  evening,  and  he  was  there  at  6 a.  m.  to  day  and  folloAving  them. 
He  (Colonel  Merrill)  reports  the  column  to  be  3,000;  others  state  it 
higher.  They  are  said  to  have  two  pieces  of  artillery,  but  of  what  cali- 
ber I could  not  learn.  All  my  trains  are  in.  I had  a foraging  party  of 
150,  with  50  wagons,  out  in  Beaver  Creek  Valley,  but  they  came  in  this 
morning  in  good  condition.  I also  sent  out  a courier  and  hurried  a 
quartermaster’s  train  which  was  due  here  to-morrow;  they  came  in  to- 
night. I have,  with  what  came  in  this  evening,  only  50  mounted  men. 
I can  do  nothing,  therefore,  but  patrol  and  watch  the  approaches  to  this 
post. 

I am,  major,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FITZ  HENRY  WARREN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

January  7,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Eitz  Henry  Warren,  Houston,  Mo. : 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  : 

Comman din'll  officer  at  Lawrence’s  Mill  reports  that  a scout  I sent  into  Arkansas, 
under  Captain  Burch,  is  hilling  hack  on  that  post,  having  learned  that  a force  of  6,000 
rebels  was  moving  north  from  Dubuque. 

I think  that  this  is  a great  exaggeration  of  the  enemy’s  force,  as  I have  not  learned 
of  more  than  3,000  of  the  enemy  being  in  Northern  Arkansas,  and  about  600  in  the 
vicinity  of  Dubuque.  I have  sent  two  scouts  to  reconnoiter,  and  shall  order  the  En- 
rolled Missouri  Militia  into  service. 

Where  is  General  Warren’s  force?  I have  about  1,200  effective  [men]  and  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  but  no  harness. 

E.  B.  BROWN, 
Brigadier-Genera  1. 

Later,  5 p.  m. — He  says  the  enemy  have  reached  Lawrence’s  Mill, 
which  they  burned,  and  are  marching  toward  Ozark. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General, 
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[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

January  7, 18G3. 


General  J.  W.  Eipley, 

I want  one  hundred  and  fifty  light  cannon,  mounted  on  two  wheels, 
for  arming  transport  boats  that  run  on  Western  waters.  ^Tavy  howit- 
zers and  mountain  howitzers,  with  prairie  carriage,  or  any  similar  guns, 
will  do.  Can  you  furnish  them*?  Where  can  they  be  had 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

January  7,  38G3. 

General  Meigs,  Quartermaster -General : 

General  Halleck  says,  Arm  transports  as  well  as  you  can.^^  I have 
telegraphed  General  Eipley  for  light  cannon,  and  desire  two  for  every 
transport  boat  that  runs  on  dangerous  waters.  The  cost  is  consider- 
able, but  it  will  not  exceed  the  cost  of  a loaded  boat.  Arming  trans- 
ports will  help  open  and  keep  open  these  rivers.  Will  you  press  the 
matter  to  a determination  ? I will  do  all  I can  to  improvise  defenses 
for  boats. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSj  January  7,  i8G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk, 

Columbus,  Ky. : 

General  : I telegraphed  General  Halleck  some  days  ago  protesting 
against  sending  my  forces,  which  1 had  temporarily  detailed  for  duty  at 
Columbus,  to  the  lines  of  General  Grant  below.  General  Halleck  re- 
plied yesterday  that  Grant  would  probably  get  along  without  you. 
Some  of  the  force  may  be  needed  to  assist  in  disposing  of  Jeff.  Thomp- 
son, who  still  manages  to  annoy  the  people  about  Bloomington  and 
Pocahontas.  If  we  could  move  interiorly  from  New  Madrid,  and  move 
down  from  Van  Buren  at  the  same  time,  we  could  bag  Thompson  or 
give  him  a hard  chase.  Much  depends  on  the  feasibility  of  getting 
through  toward  Pocahontas  from  New  Madrid.  Scott’s  forces  ought  to 
go  back.  They  have  learned  something  of  the  country.  Carr  reports 
Scott  as  having  disobeyed  orders  and  behaved  cowardly,  and  demands 
his  arrest.  Scott  says  you  wrote  him  I would  approve.  The  thing 
looks  as  though  he  sought  orders  conflicting  with  those  I directed  Gen- 
eral Carr  to  give  him,  and  therefore  went  to  Columbus  instead  of  going 
to  New  Madrid  from  Cape  Girardeau.  It  is  not  necessary  to  hurry 
matters  very  much  from  Columbus  until  we  hear  of  the  final  result  at 
Vicksburg,  as  we  can  get  no  boats  to  help  us  move  from  Helena  until  that 
crisis  is  over.  Every  gunboat  is  employed,  and  we  cannot  go  up  White 
Eiver  or  the  Arkansas  without  gunboat  assistance,  or  boats  pretty  well 
defended  like  gunboats.  General  Strong  is  here  in  good  health  and 
high  spirits,  as  you  always  see  him.  He  speaks  often  of  you  and  Mrs.  Fisk, 
who  he  desires  much  to  see,  as  we  all  do.  I am  trying  to  get  the  Gov- 
ernment to  adopt  my  urgent  request,  made  last  August,  to  arm  all  the 
transport  boats  that  run  on  our  Western  waters.  They  are  beginning 
to  see  the  necessity,  and  General  Halleck  says,  ‘^Arm  them  as  well  as 
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you  can.”  I have  telegraphed  ashing  for  one  himdred  aud  lifty  small 
camion,  so  as  to  put  two  on  every  boat.  I expect  General  Eipley  will 
raise  both  hands  with  exclamations  of  horror  at  the  exiDense.  They 
may  cost  $150, 000,  which  is  not  half  as  much  as  our  loss  in  one  boat  a 
few  days  ago.  I am  glad  to  get  letters,  but  you  know  I have  no  time 
to  respond.  The  committee  has  returned  from  Washington,  after  seeing 
the  President  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Dr.  McPheeters.  The  President 
argues  against  the  order,  but  leaves  the  matter  to  me.  He  thinks  the 
form  of  the  order  seems  to  show  that  we  undertake  to  ‘Hun  the  church,” 
inasmuch  as  we  order  matters  turned  over  to  a committee.  The  point  is 
well  taken,  I confess.  1 never  saw  the  order  till  it  was  published,  and 
it  differs,  as  you  know,  very  materially  from  the  one  I proposed,  which 
merely  stated  the  services  of  the  church  had  been  directed  from  divine 
to  disloyal  purposes,  and  should  therefore  be  closed ; but  the  form  is 
not  material,  although  efforts  have  been  made  to  give  importance  to  it. 

Give  my  regards  to  Mrs.  Disk,  who,  I suppose,  is  still  with  you,  and 
believe  me,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

SAML.  K.  CUETJS, 

Major-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington.)  January  8,  1803. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Only  a few  howitzers  can  be  sent.  A number  of  old  field  pieces  at 
the  Saint  Louis  Arsenal  can  be  mounted  on  trestles,  &c.,  and  put  on 
the  steamers. 

H.*  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  8,  1803. 

Major-General  Ualleck, 

General-in- Chief : 

A rebel  force  is  moving  from  Forsyth  against  Springfield.  It  has 
taken  and  burned  a mill  45  miles  trom  Springfield,  and  is  still  approach- 
ing. Things  look  dangerous,  but  General  Brown  was  preparing  to  re- 
sist with  garrison  of  about  2,000  irregular  troops. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major- General. 


[January  8,  1803. — For  McOlernand  to  Curtis,  see  Series  I,  Vol. 
XVIT,  Part  II,  p.'  545.] 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Fayetteville,  January  8,  1803. 

Col.  William  Weer, 

Commanding  First  Divisio7i : 

Colonel  : I have  determined,  after  further  consideration,  to  rescind 
the  order  I made  yesterday  detaching  troops  from  Colonel  Phillips,  and 
leave  the  organization  of  the  division  as  made  by  General  Blunt.  It 
is  necessary,  lor  the  present  at  least,  to  put  some  artillery  and  white 
trooi)s  with  the  Indian  brigade.  I would  like,  if  possible,  to  make 


27 


CiiAP.  XXXIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 

some  arraugemeut  wliicli  would  be  more  satisfactory,  but  1 see  now  no 
way  of  accomidishing  it.  I hope  sometbing  better  may  be  iiracticable 
by  and  by. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Near  and  above  Me77ipMs,  Januar7j  9,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

xVamt  Louis j Mo.  : 

General:  At  2 p.  m.  yesterday  I pushed  off  from  Columbus  with 
the  Twenty-ninth  and  Thirty- third  Iowa  and  Thirt;^-fifth  Missouri,  all 
afloat  for  Helena.  I left  the  Twenty-first  Missouri  and  Bowen’s  de- 
tachment of  cavalry  to  be  forwarded  this  day.  I was  glad  to  turn  my 
back  on  Columbus.  Was  detained  there  just  twenty-four  hours  after 
getting  on  board  my  steamer  by  a new  scare.  Will  write  you  fully  my 
views  of  Columbus,  its  defenses  and  defender,  at  another  time. 

I stopped  at  Island  No.  10.  Saw  the  destruction  which  had  been 
worked,  and  had  a conference  with  Major  Jones,  commanding.  Visited 
Colonel  Hughes  at  New  Madrid,  which  post  can  be  well  cared  for  by 
Colonel  Scott’s  six  companies,  now  at  Fort  Pillow.  Called  at  Fort  Pillow 
this  morning  to  see  Colonel  Scott ; found  he  was  at  Saint  Louis.  My 
jfian  was  to  send  a steamer  from  Memphis  to  remove  his  command  to 
New  Madrid,  and  return  with  Colonel  Hughes’  regiment  to  Helena  j but, 
as  you  will  doubtless  see  and  order  Colonel  Scott,  I advised  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Mix  to  make  no  move  until  Colonel  Scott  should  return.  A 
company  of  cavalry  at  Fort  Pillow  had  a successful  fight  with  Dawson’s 
guerrillas,  40  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  fort,  yesterday.  Sixteen  rebels  were 
killed,  many  wounded,  and  47  prisoners  captured  and  brought  to  the 
fort ; 1 major,  2 captains,  and  4 lieutenants  were  among  the  number  j 
a large  number  of  horses  and  arms  were  taken.  I hope  to  be  in  Helena 
on  to-morrow  morning,  and  am  ready  to  pitch  in.  I arrested  a crowd 
of  gamblers  on  my  flag-ship  last  night,  and  put  them  oft  at  Fort  Pillow, 
to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  for  twenty  days,  and  divided  their  plunder 
among  Sanitary  Commission  agents  on  board.  The  rascals  must  not 
get  in  my  way. 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  Ge7ieral. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Cam]g  at  Mu7itsville,  January  9,  1803. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  Co7f)mianding : 

General  : I learn  through  citizens,  and  deserters  direct  from  Hind- 
man’s force,  that  he  is  camped  (or  was  last  Wednesday  morning)  on 
Piney  Eiver,  12  miles  east  of  Clarksville.  It  seems,  from  all  reports, 
that  he  traveled  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  down  to  Point  Eemove, 
crossed  there,  and  marched  up  on  the  north  side  to  Clarksville,  where 
he  encamped. 

On  last  Sunday  they  became  frightened  and  moved  to  Piney,  12  miles 
below,  where  he  has  selected  a good  location  to  fight,  and  has  planted 
his  batteries.  McCulloch’s  force,  said  to  number  from  4,000  to  8,000, 
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arrived  several  days  before  Hindman,  and  is  with  him.  All  agree  in 
the  statement  that  Hindman  has  lost  from  5,000  to  8,000  men  by  deser- 
tion since  the  battle  at  Prairie  Grove.  A large  number  are  at  the  pres- 
ent time  within  one  day’s  walk  of  Huntsville.  Hindman  has  all  the 
ferry-boats  with  him  at  the  mouth  of  Piney.  The  understanding  in  the 
rebel  camps  was  that  Marmaduke,  with  his  cavalry,  had  gone  up  White 
Eiver  to  Jacksonport,  and  would  operate  from  there  on  our  line  of  com- 
munication. No  troops  at  Little  Eock.  Nothing  new  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Huntsville. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  HEEEON, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  at  Huntsville,  January  9,  1863. 
General  John  M.  Schofield,  Commanding  : 

General  : I received  your  dispatch  an  hour  since,  and  will  move 
my  division  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  toward  Carrollton,  acting 
as  circumstances  may  determine  upon  my  arrival  there.  Marmaduke 
is  undoubtedly  at  the  head  of  this  movement,  as  I informed  you  this 
afternoon,  and  I heartily  co-operate  in  any  movement  to  catch  him.  It 
will  probably  be  necessary  for  me  to  go  beyond  Carrollton  to  accom- 
plish the  object,  and  I think,  if  he  attempts  to  pass  me,  somebodj^  will 
get  hurt.  The  query  is,  where  did  he  cross  the  river,  and  will  he  not 
attempt  to  go  back  on  the  east  side  ? 

If  Warren  could  move  rapidly  to  Yera  Cruz,  I think  he  could  be  cor- 
nered. I will  operate  according  to  your  instructions. 

We  have  on  hand  ten  days’  rations  of  everything  except  breadstuffs, 
and  of  that  have  only  three  days’.  This  was  caused  by  the  men  con- 
suming more  bread  on  the  march  to  help  Blunt,  and  for  a day  or  two 
after  the  fight,  than  the  allowance,  no  meat  being  distributed.  General 
Blunt  informed  my  commissary  that  he  would  furnish  us  one-half  ration 
of  flour  from  Ehea’s  Mills,  to  make  up  the  deficiency,  but  we  have  never 
received  it.  A train  is  now  on  the  way  for  the  Third  Division,  having 
left  Springfield  on  the  30th  ultimo.  It  is  probably  at  Fayetteville.  If 
it  could  be  sent  to  me,  under  charge  of  a strong  cavalry  escort,  that 
would  relieve  the  whole  matter.  Will  keep  you  fully  informed. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  HEEEON, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Fayetteville,  January  9, 1863. 

Col.  William  Weer, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Elm  Springs,  Arlc. : 

Colonel  : I have  information  that  Marmaduke,  with  a strong  cav- 
alry force  and  six  pieces  of  artillery,  is  on  a raid  into  Missouri.  He 
passed  uj)  somewhere  east  of  us,  probably  near  Carrollton.  I have 
disposed  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  so  as,  if  possible,  to  cut  off 
his  retreat  in  that  direction,  and  I desire  your  division  to  guard  the 
passes  west  of  White  Eiver.  You  will  please  send  one  brigade  east  to 
the  Telegraph  road,  in  the  vicinity  of  Mudtown  or  Cross  Hollows,  and 
the  Indian  brigade,  with  Colonel  Lynde’s  battalion,  to  Maysville,  while 
the  other  brigade  will  remain  in  its  present  position  for  the  present. 
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Colonel  Crittenden,  at  Elkhorn,  will  be  directed  to  give  you  and  the 
brigade  commander  at  Mudtowii  any  information  he  may  get  of  the 
rebel  movements. 

The  above-mentioned  dispositions  should  be  made  immediately. 

Let  Colonel  Phillips’  supply  train,  under  Colonel  Lynde’s  charge,  ac- 
company the  brigade,  and  remain  with  it  until  the  danger,  if  any,  is  past. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquaetees, 
RousioUj  Mo.,  January  9,  1863. 

Maj.  H.  Z.  CuETis, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Majoe  : The  telegram  of  the  general  commanding  was  received  late 
last  night,  apprising  me  of  the  approach  of  a force  toward  Springfield. 
I immediately  took  my  supply  train  (40  wagons),  and  ordered  500  in- 
fantry, with  200  cavalry  and  a section  of  artillery,  to  proceed  with  all 
dispatch  to  report  to  General  Brown.  They  were  transported,  all  of 
the  foot  soldiers,  and  by  this  time  are  at  Hartville,  and  will  be  in  Spring- 
field  early  Sunday  morning.  The  condition  of  my  health  would  not  per- 
mit me  to  go  in  command.  Three  hundred  of  my  cavalry  were  out  in 
scouting  parties  and  guarding  trains,  and  the  remainder  are  not  mounted. 

This  evening  an  Arkansas  refugee  came  in  from  Izard  County,  and 
reports  that  Burbridge  crossed  Eleven  Point  Eiver  Saturday  last  with 
1,700  men,  all  mounted,  and  passed  through  Salem  to  the  west.  The 
men  said  they  were  going  to  attack  Houston;  but  this,  it  seems,  was  a 
blind  to  their  real  movement  toward  Ozark  and  Springfield.  They  had 
no  artillery.  He  reports  that  his  (Burbridge’s)  infantry  and  artillery 
had  crossed  White  Kiver  at  Batesville,  and  were  pushing  toward  Little 
Eock.  My  belief  is  that  it  is  this  force  which  is  reported  to  be  6,000, 
and  that  the  purpose  of  it  is  an  attack  on  trains,  rather  than  upon  any 
post. 

Captain  [John  H.]  Eeed,  Third  Missouri  Cavalry,  came  in  to-night 
from  a reconnaissance  to  Van  Buren.  He  reports  the  country  hard  and 
forage  very  scarce,  with  a bad  condition  of  roads. 

I have  not  given  you  accounts  of  the  capture  of  stock  and  encounters 
with  small  parties  of  rebels,  as  I supposed  them  of  small  consequence. 

I am,  major,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

FITZ  HEmY  WAEEEE, 

Brigadier- Genera  1. 


Geneeal  Obdees,  ) Hdqes.  Depaetment  of  the  Missouei, 

No.  4.  f Saint  Louis,  3fo.,  January  9,  1863. 

Pursuant  to  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Enrolled  Missouri 
Militia  will  be  entitled  to  draw  forage  and  subsistence  and  to  be  fur- 
nished transportation,  when  in  actual  service,  upon  requisition  properly 
approved  by  the  United  States  officer  commanding  the  district  in  which 
they  may  be  serving.  But  such  militia  will  in  no  case  be  considered  in 
actual  service  except  when  called  out  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  or  a 
commander  of  a district,  and  only  while  they  are  retained  in  service  by 
such  commander. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Curtis : 

11.  Z.  CUETIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  10, 1863. 

Maj.  Geii.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

The  eueiD}"  cut  wires.  Last  accounts  our  men  held  forts  at  Spring- 
field,  but  rebels  were  in  the  town,  and  have  come  toward  Lebanon. 
Wires  cut  this  side  of  Lebanon. 

SAML.  E.  OUETIS, 

Major- General, 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington j January  10, 1863. 

Major-General  Cuetis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

I understand  there  is  considerable  trouble  with  the  slaves  in  Mis- 
souri. Please  do  your  best  to  keep  peace  on  the  question  for  two  or 
three  weeks,  by  which  time  we  hope  to  do  something  here  toward  set- 
tling the  question  in  Missouri. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Fayetteville,  via  Huntsville,  January  10,  1863. 

Brigadier- General  Herron, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 

General  : I have  just  received  information  that  General  Brown’s 
troops  whipped  Marmaduke  on  the  8th,  at  or  near  Springfield.  Gen- 
eral Brown  is  wounded.  T-he  enemy  has  gone  east,  and  will  probably 
make  his  way  south,  on  the  east  side  of  White  Eiver.  Possibly  you  may 
cut  him  off  in  his  attempt  to  cross  the  river  to  this  side,  or,  by  crossing 
your  own  cavaliy,  succeed  in  intercepting  him.  You  may  go  to  any 
extent  which  circumstances  seem  to  justify. 

Your  supply  trains  started  from  this  place  this  morning. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Bri  gadier- General. 


Fayetteville,  January  10, 1863. 
Brigadier- General  Brown,  Springfield,  Mo.  : 

I have  sent  Colonel  Cloud's  brigade  to  Key  tesville,  and  am  moving  my 
remaining  force  eastward,  via  Huntsville  and  Carrollton,  to  interceiit 
the  rebel  cavalry  which  you  inform  me  is  in  Missouri,  and  to  meet  a 
stronger  force,  which  I suspect  is  moving  up  White  Eiver.  I believe 
your  force  is  quite  sufficient  to  hold  Springfield  against  the  force  now 
threatening  it,  but  Colonel  Cloud  will  march  to  your  assistance,  if  nec- 
essary. Please  inform  him  at  once  what  is  the  condition  of  affairs. 

In  haste, 

SCHOFIELD. 


January  10, 1863. 

General  Davidson: 

Warren  sent  a small  force  toward  Springfield  from  Houston,  which 
he  expected  would  reach  Springfield  to-morrow  morning.  I fear  it  was 
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too  small,  and  has  fallen  into  rebel  hands,  as  they  say  there  were  1,500 
rebels  at  Sand  Spring,  this  side  of  Springfield,  this  morning.  The  tele- 
graph line  is  cut  between  Lebanon  and  Waynesville,  so  we  are  only 
receiving  dispatches  from  Waynesville.  Last  night  I ordered  Warren 
to  fall  back  on  Eolla,  if,  as  I thought,  he  could  learn  the  enemy  is  com- 
ing toward  Eolla.  Your  feelers  will  give  you  word,  and,  if  you  move, 
I hope  you  will  move  pretty  strong.  They  report  the  enemy  5,000  or 
6,000,  but  I do  not  believe  a large  army  could  have  moved  so  fast. 
Your  outfit  should  be  light,  of  course.  General  Herron  started  east 
with  two  divisions  on  the  6th.  He  has  now  had  five  days’  march.  He 
must  soon  begin  to  group  the  rebels  some  way,  most  likely  toward  you. 
Keep  me  advised,  and  be  ready  for  pursuit  if  "they  come  within  striking 
distance! 

SAML.  E.  OUETIS, 

Major- General. 


January  10, 1863. 

Governor  Gamble  : 

Eebels  have  advanced  this  side  of  Springfield,  threatening  Lebanon ; 
but  at  last  accounts  we  held  forts  at  Springfield. 

Will  you  have  Enrolled  Militia  called  out  in  vicinity  of  Eolla,  and 
near  railroads? 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Eisk’s  Brigade,  IJ.  S.  Volunteers, 

Steamer  Butli,  Memphis , Saturday  morning.,  January  lb.,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General:  Arrived  here  last  evening.  General  Grant  arrived  here 
from  Holly  Springs  this  morning.  Have  just  had  a long  conference  with 
him.  He  is  now  preparing  dispatches  for  me  to  bear  to  General  Sherman. 
We  are  very  much  in  the  woods  as  to  definite  information  touching 
movements  down  the  river.  General  Grant  will  immediately  add  to  the 
Vicksburg  column  all  the  force  that  can  be  safely  withdrawn  from  his 
department.  The  march  southward,  via  Grenada,  will  be  abandoned, 
and  all  the  forces  concentrated  against  the  enemy  on  the  river. 

General  McClernaud  is  to  command  the  down  stream  force.  This 
arrangement  causes  much  bitterness  among  us  generals,  who  are  all 
ambitious  of  doing  brave  deeds  in  opening  the  Mississippi.  1 am  quite 
discouraged.  General,  I wish  you  would  put  on  your  war  harness  again 
and  come  down  this  way  to  help  us  out.  Harmony  of  action  and  hearty 
co-oiDeration  on  the  i)art  of  our  double  stars  must  be  produced  in  some 
way.  I have  made  up  my  mind  to  obey  all  orders  without  a whimper; 
go  where  I am  sent,  if  I can  get  there,  and  fight  as  well  as  I know  how. 
I will  cheerfully  work  in  any  harness,  single  or  double,  breast  collar  or 
hames.  May  the  good  Lord  deliver  me  from  falling  into  the  great  mael- 
strom of  fault-finding  and  criticism  of  every  other  man  or  officer.  I have 
been  hammering  knuckles  all  the  way  down;  have  requested  several 
shoulder-straps  to  become  better  advised  before  they  undertook  to 
balance  your  accounts.  I am  after  the  rascals. 

I remain,  general,  yours,  respectfully,  obediently,  and  faithfully, 

<JLI]SrTOK  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-General. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  11,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

Fresident  of  the  United  States : 

Dispatcli  received.  Hear  of  no  negro  troubles.  Eebel  raid  on 
Springfield  some  trouble.  My  forces  are  coming  on  them  from  two 
directions. 

SAML.  K.  OUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


Station  Elkhorn  Tavern, 

January  11,  1863. 

Commanding  Officer,  S])ringfield,  Mo. : * 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  General  Schofield,  I am  moving  with 
my  brigade  to  the  relief  of  Springfield.  Any  communication  you  wish 
to  make  to  me  of  the  position  of  movements  of  the  enemy  will  be  of 
great  importance.  I will  leave  Keytesville  at  4 p.  m.  this  day,  and  will 
make  your  iiost  as  soon  as  possible. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

W.  E.  CLOUD, 

Colonel,  Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  First  I)iv.,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


Headquarters  Fisk^s  Brigade, 

On  Steamer  Ruth,  Helena,  Ark.,  January  11,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

General  : I arrived  at  Helena  this  morning.  Found  General  Gor- 
man actively  engaged  organizing  an  expedition  for  White  Eiver,  to 
co-operate  with  General  McClernand  on  the  Arkansas.*  I joined  in  the 
movement  with  my  command,  and  am  now  afloat,  waiting  the  signal 
gun  from  Fort  Curtis  to  advise  us  that  all  is  readj^  for  “ way  down 
South  in  Dixie.”  Twenty-five  steam  transports  are  waiting  to  bear  the 
precious  cargo  away  to  glory  and  other  things. 

Vicksburg  is  too  big  a boo  ” for  us  yet.  While  re-enforcements  are 
gathering  we  will  endeavor  to  settle  some  small  balances  in  the  interior 
of  Arkansas,  and  hope  to  give  a good  report  ere  long. 

General  Gorman,  without  doubt,  has  freely  advised  you  of  his  move- 
ments, expectations,  &c.  Being  now  brigaded  and  di visioned  with  and 
under  general  officers  who  are  ray  superiors,  my  official  correspondence 
with  you  direct,  will,  I supi)ose,  for  the  present  terminate. 

You  will  pardon  me  if  occasionally  I drop  you  a line  in  a private 
way. 

I am,. general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  3d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  Curtis,  January  11,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Schofield  : 

I reached  this  point,  33  miles  from  Elm  Springs,  to-day.  Major  Elli- 
thorpe’s  detachment  joined  me  after  I went  into  camp.  He  reports  noth- 

* See  Gorman  to  Curtis,  January  10,  Series  I,  VoL.  XVII,  Part  II,  p.  552. 
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ing  in  relation  to  Marmaclnke’s  forces.  I have  mere  rumor  that  he  was 
near  Springfield,  and  was  expected  down  this  wayj’  nothing  authentic. 
I have  sent  one  scout  up  the  Neosho  road,  by  Buftaio  Creek— up  the 
Pineville  and  Eutledge  road — and  shall  put  out  a patrol  to-night  in  this 
vicinage.  There  seems  to  be  a number  of  bushwhackers  in  these  parts, 
by  reports  of  Major  Ellithorpe  and  Captain  Anderson.  I have  not  any 
formal  report  from  Major  Ellithorpe  as  yet.  Cajitain  Anderson,  of  the 
Third  Indian,  with  about  80  men,  discovered  a camj)  of  some  of  Liv- 
ingstoifs  men  that  were  preparing  winter  quarters,  numbering  between 
60  and  70  men,  and,  being  apprised  of  the  captain’s  approach,  drew 
up  in  the  woods  and  offered  sharp  resistance,  which  lasted  about  fifteen 
minutes,  and  the  enemy  fled,  leaving  several  dead  and  a number  taken 
prisoners.  • We  had  1 man  killed  (a  Cherokee);  no  other  seriously  hurt. 
I shall  keep  a sharp  lookout  on  the  way  in  which  Marmaduke  may  be 
expected,  and  shall  await  your  orders. 

I remain,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Third  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Fayetteville.)  Ark.^  January  11,  1863. 

Col.  William  A.  Phillips, 

Comdg.  Third  Brigade^  First  Division^  MaysvilU)  Ark. : 

Colonel:  As  I informed  you  during  our  personal  interview  on  the 
8th  instant,  your  brigade  has  been  detached  from  the  First  Division,  for 
service  in  the  Indian  Nation  and  on'the  western  border  of  Arkansas. 
It  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  you  very  definite  instructions  for  your 
guidance.  Much  must  be  left  to  your  discretion.  I desire  to  give  you 
full  powers  and  leave  you  free  to  carry  out,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
general  policy  which  I have  explained  to  you,  and  which  may  be  briefly 
explained  as  follows,  viz : To  occupy,  if  practicable,  the  line  of  the 
Arkansas  Eiver  and  the  Indian  Territory  northeast  of  it ; to  give  pro- 
tection as  far  as  possible  to  the  loyal  Indians,  and  enable  them  to  occupy 
their  homes  and  prepare  for  planting  crops  in  the  coming  spring;  to 
assist  the  loyal  families  in  furnishing  subsistence  to  each  other,  by  trans- 
porting it  from  places  where  it  can  be  found  to  those  that  are  destitute, 
and  supplying  food  to  those  who  must  otherwise  suffer  from  want ; to 
remove  to  Kansas  such  families  as  cannot  otherwise  be  saved  from  star- 
vation, and  to  make  peace  with  the  rebel  Indians  when  in  your  judg- 
ment it  can  be  done  with  propriety.  The  rebel  Indians  will  be  permitted 
to  return  to  their  allegiance  upon  the  same  terms  as  are  accorded  to 
other  rebels.  Your  force  should  be  held  as  much  concentrated  as  prac- 
ticable, to  prevent  being  overpowered,  and  must  be  held  in  readiness  to 
join  the  army  in  Arkansas  or  Missouri  whenever  your  assistance  may 
be  needed. 

Please  keep  me  informed  of  all  your  movements  and  of  the  results  of 
your  operations.  You  will  draw  your  supplies  from  Fort  Scott  inde- 
pendently of  the  rest  of  the  army,  for  which  purpose  a train  has  been 
placed  at  your  disposal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SOHOFIELD, 

Briga  dier-  Genera  U 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Huntsville,  Arli.,  January  11,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier  : 

General  ; A man  named  Eli  Sandford,  one  of  Captain  Pierre^s  scouts, 
has  just  come  in  (2  p.  m.).  The  substance  of  his  information  is  that  the 
army  of  Hindman  left  Clarksville  on  Thursday,  and  went  down  the  river 
witli  the  intention,  as  reported,  of  stopping  at  Lewisburg,  on  Big  Piney, 
where  they  intend  taking  permanent  quarters.  The  cavalry  force  of 
the  enemy^s  army  un'der  Marmaduke  and  Shelby,  as  they  report,  7,000 
strong,  left  under  orders  to  go  to  Pocahontas,  and  took  the  route  by 
Y ell viile  and  Lower  Missouri,  as  the  scout  says,  ‘ ‘ on  their  own  hook.”  The 
citizens  about  Clarksville  and  on  the  route  of  march  of  Hindman’s  army 
have  been  called  upon  by  written  notices,  one  of  which  the  scout  saw, 
to  act  as  pickets  since  their  cavalry  left.  He  saw  no  force  of  the  enemy 
whatever  after  leaving  the  point  from  which  he  came,  7 miles  north  of 
Clarksville,  until  he  reached  Huntsville.  The  latest  information  is  that 
the  infantry  of  Hindman’s  army  did  not  stop  at  Lewisburg,  but  were 
still  marching  toward  Little  Rock.  It  is  the  current  account  in  the 
country  and  among  their  soldiers  that  Hindman  had  lost  6,000  men  by 
desertion  since  leaving  Yan  Buren.  Four  rebel  soldiers  dressed  in 
Federal  uniform  traveled  in  company  with  Sandford  to  within  20  miles  of 
Huntsville.  They  stated  that  they  lived  in  and  near  Cassville,  and  were 
going  home,  and  that  they  should  send  their  whmen  into  our  camps  to 
procure  information. 

This  is  all  the  information  I could  obtain  from  Sandford.  He  has 
gone  to  General  Herron’s  camp.  Major  Montgomery  has  not  returned. 
If  any  information  is  received  through  him,  I will  report  immediately. 

I am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  HUSTON,  Jr., 

Col.  Seventh  Missoiiri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Second  J)iv. 


Saint  Louis, 

January  11,  1863.  (Received  January  12.) 

Major-General  Grant  : 

Please  use  the  following  dispatch  at  your  discretion  : * 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  A.  Gormax,  Helena : ' 

Continue  to  regard  the  Vicksburg  move  of  primary  importance.  Let  all  other 
moves  delay,  if  deemed  necessary.  Send  boats  and  men  for  that  object,  but  do  not 
weaken  Helena  so  as  to  endanger  the  position. 

SAME.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  at  Carrollton,  January  12,  1863. 

Brigadier- General  Schofield  : 

General  : I have  arrived  at  this  place,  having  made  but  slow  prog- 
ress moving  over  these  terrible  roads  with  artillery  and  wagons.  The 
country  is  full  of  bushwhackers,  who  annoy  us  very  much.  Our  men 
shot  one  or  two  on  the  other  side  of  Huntsville.  Your  last  dispatch. 


* For  use  made  of  this  disoatch,  see  Grant  to  Gorman,  January  12,  18C3,  in  Series  I, 
Vol.  XVII,  Part  II,  p.  555. 
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anliouncing  tbe  defeat  of  Marmaduke  by  Brown,  was  received  last 
•nigbt,  and,  in  accordance  with  your  order,  I have  sent  all  my  cavalry  to 
Yellville,  and  tbence  across  White  Kiver,  to  follow  up  Marmaduke.  A 
spy  just  in  states  that  it  was  Marmaduke’s  intention  to  go  from  Spring- 
field  to  West  Plains,  and  tbence  to  Pocahontas,  or  near  there.  Tbe  peo- 
ple here  know  but  little  about  bis  movement,  be  having  passed  through 
very  rapidlj^  Should  he  take  the  route  above  named  we  cannot  inter- 
cept him,  but  if  he  should  come  nearer  to  the  river  then  we  may.  It 
was  my  intention  last  night  to  have  gone  in  command  of  the  cavalry 
myself,  but  for  the  last  four  days  I have  been  quite  unwell,  and  to-day 
am  feeling  terribly.  The  surgeon  says  I will  have  a severe  attack  of 
fever.  I have  been  compelled  to  ride  in  an  ambulance  from  Huntsville 
to  this  place.  Colonel  Gower  will  command  the  cavalry,  and  will  take 
with  him  about  2,000  men.  I have  given  him  full  instructions,  and  feel 
confident  that  he  will  do  the  best  that  can  be  done. 

It  will  take  three  days  to  march  the  infantry  and  train  from  here  to 
Yellville,  and  I shall,  therefore,  hold  them  here  until  further  orders. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  HEEEOI^, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

On  the  road.,  at  BlacBs  Mill^  January  12,  1803. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Marsh,  Chief  of  Staff : 

I am  just  in  receipt  of  a note  from  the  general  which  satisfies  me  I \ 
have  made  a great  mistake  in  road.  I went  via  Bentonville,  supposing 
that  it  was  desired  for  some  reason  that  I should  go  there,  the  Ben- 
tonville road  being  mentioned.  I was  confi.rmed  in  this  construction  by 
the  fact  that  the  same  letter  ordered  me  to  send  my  empty  wagons,  in- 
tended for  Springfield,  to  Key tesville,  and  Colonel  Cloud’s  brigade  would 
act  as  convoy.  Colonel  Cloud  had  previously  been  sent  to  Mudtown 
(under  your  order),  and  I inferred  you  knew  his  whereabouts  when  I 
received  your  order  to  march  to  Huntsville,  because  simultaneously  with 
it  I received  a note  from  Colonel  Cloud  informing  me  that  you  had  or- 
dered him  directly  to  Keytesville.  Putting  it  all  together,  I concluded 
that  for  some  purpose  I was  to  go  to  Bentonville,  and  thus  would  meet 
Colonel  Cloud  or  a detail  as  convoy  j otherwise  the  train  would  have 
had  no  convoy  from  Elm  Springs.  I suffer  much  for  want  of  guides  or 
a map,  nor  can  I procure  either. 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  reached  me  at  Bentonville,  where  my 
whole  command  did  not  arrive  till  midnight.  I am  now  somewhat  de- 
tained by  an  application  from  Colonel  Phillips  for  rations  out  of  the 
Fort  Scott  train.  He  says  he  let  it  pass  him.  He  sends  me  your  letter, 
authorizing  him  to  take  rations  out  of  it,  and  says  he  will  suffer  unless 
so  supplied.  I have,  therefore,  sent  him  twenty-two  wagon-loads,  with 
instructions  to  unload  and  send  them  to  Elkhorn,  to  be  turned  over  to 
the  post  commander  there,  so  as  to  be  used  on  the  Springfield  road. 
Should  you  desire  a different  disposition  of  them.  Colonel  Phillips  will 
have  to  be  informed. 

I also  send,  as  desired,  some  thirty  wagon-loads  of  commissary  stores 
to  Fayetteville.  All  this  delaj^s  me,  as  I have  to  halt  and  change  the 
loads.  I am,  however,  hurrying  the  batteries  and  wagons  to  White 
Eiver,  some  4 miles  distant,  in  order  to  cross  before  night  or  morning. 
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Some  further  delay  must  take  place  there  in  crossing,  which  may  com- 
pel me  to  bivouac  at  the  crossing  to-night.  I will,  however,  push  with 
all  possible  dispatch.  I cross  White  Eiver  at  Yaii  Winkle’s  Ferry. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WEEE, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Lebanon,  January  12,  1863 — 1 a.  m. 

Colonel  Stone  : 

Am  satisfied  a force  of  4,000  is  marching  on  Houston,  under  command 
of  Marmaduke.  Ton  must  re-enforce  Houston  to-morrow  or  the  stores 
are  gone  u]^. 

LEWIS  MEEEILL, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

IN^o.  5*.  j Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  12,  1863. 

Commanding  officers  of  armies,  districts,  brigades,  regiments,  and  posts 
will  forward  copies  of  all  general  orders  and  all  important  special  orders 
issued  by  them  to  these  headquarters,  for  the  information  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding.  Also  all  rei^orts  of  expeditions,  skirmishes,  and  en- 
gagements; and  officers  making  such  reports  will,  in  all  cases,  make 
particular  mention  of  subordinate  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  privates  who,  by  special  good  conduct,  general  attentiveness  to  and 
willingness  to  perform  their  duties,  and  bravery  upon  the  field,  are  de- 
serving of  i^romotion.  Lists  of  such  meritorious  officers  and  enlisted 
men,  setting  forth  the  particulars  in  each  case,  so  far  as  given,  will  be 
kei)t  at  these  headquarters,  and,  from  time  to  time,  furnished  to  the 
Governors  of  their  respective  States,  with  the  request  that  promotions 
to  fill  vacancies  be  made  from  these  lists. 

Commanding  officers  of  brigades,  regiments,  and  corps  within  this 
department  will  see,  as  far  as  in  their  power,  that  merit  alone,  either 
among  officers  or  men,  secures  j^romotion. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Curtis  : 

H.  Z.  CUETIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Frontier,  Huntsville,  January  13,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis: 

Dear  Sir:  Having. informed  myself  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
country  and  the  enemy’s  resources  in  Arkansas,  south  of  the  Arkansas 
Eiver,  and  thinking  that  it  might  be  of  interest  to  you,  occupying  the 
])osition  of  chief  of  scouts  for  the  Army  of  the  Frontier,  I have  been 
enabled  to  learn  as  follows : That  Arkadelphia,  a point  at  the  head  of 
navigation  on  the  Washita  Eiver,  70  or  80  miles  southwest  from  Little 
Eock  and  65  miles  north  of  Monroe,  the  present  terminus  of  the  railroad 
from  Yieksburg  to  Marshall,  Tex.,  is  the  great  depot  for  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Confederate  States  army.  There  they  have  manufactories, 
where  they  make  guns,  ammunition,  clothing,  salt,  medicines,  and  other 
army  sux)plies.  In  this  section,  as  in  all  Southern  Arkansas,  1 find  that 
there  is  a strong  Union  element.  At  Arkadelphia,  for  the  defense  of  the 
town,  are  left  about  500  men.  The  locality  of  this  idace  is  as  follows : 
\t  is  87  miles,  by  a good  road,  from  Gaines’  Landing,  on  the  Mississippi 
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lliver,  21  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas  Itiver,  and  at  or  near  the 
foot  of  a range  of  mountains  which  no  horse  can  cross  without  coming 
north  and  going  west  some  150  miles.  Thus  it  would  [seem]  that  a 
force  landing  at  Gaines’  Landing  could  effectually  cut  off'  the  enemy’s 
retreat  on  this  great  thoroughfare  from  Little  Eock  to  Texas,  and  cause 
him  to  take  the  more  western  route,  on  which  he  will  waste  his  strength 
until  he  will  become  no  longer  formidable.  At  Arkadelphia  and  through 
that  section  of  country  there  exists  a scarcity  of  forage,  by  reason  of 
drought,  but  down  the  Washita  25  miles  forage  becomes  plentiful.  The 
means  of  communication  between  the  rebels  east  of  the  Mississippi  and 
at  Little  Eock  are  by  telegraph  from  Vicksburg  to  Monroe,  thence  by 
mail  or  express  to  Arkadelphia,  thence  by  telegraph  to  Little  Eock. 

Thinking  that  you  might  not  be  as  fully  informed  through  any  other 
channel,  I submit  the  foregoing. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

WM.  H.  PIEEEE. 

P.  S. — I also  learn  that  the  Union  men  of  Clark  and  Sebastian  Coun- 
ties, Arkansas,  have  from  the  rebels  armed  and  equipped  themselves, 
and  I am  assured  by  them  that  as  soon  as  we  get  near  Little  Eock  they 
will  co-operate  with  us. 


Hdqrs.  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Camp  near  (Springfield^  Mo.,  January  13,  1863. 

Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Army  of  the  Frontier,  Fayetteville,  Arh. : 

Colonel:  You  are  informed  by  telegraph,  doubtless, •that  I arrived 
at  this  post  with  my  command  at  8 a.  m.  to-day.  We  marched  hard, 
and,  I think,  made  good  time.  My  command  does  not  exceed  400  men, 
but  these  are  in  splendid  condition.  The  poorly  mounted  and  dilapi- 
, dated  were  left  behind  with  train. 

The  fight  here  on  the  8th  was  rather  a brilliant  and  successful  affair 
on  our  side.  The  men  behaved  nobly.  General  Brown’s  gallantry  and 
management  are  much  eulogized,  and  I am  of  opinion  it  is  quite  de- 
served. I saw  him  this  evening.  His  wound  is  painfully  severe,  and 
full  of  danger.  He  is  quite  cheerful,  but  greatly  concerned  about  the 
safety  of  the  post,  and  the  opinion  that  may  be  entertained  of  the  de- 
fense made.  My  opinion,  deferentially  spoken,  is  that  no  second  at- 
tempt on  this  post  will  be  made  by  Marmaduke  on  this  raid,  and  that  he 
will  endeavor,  with  precipitate  haste,  to  extricate  himself  from  the  en- 
tanglements of  your  rear.  Look  out  for  him  to  the  east.  Our  desire 
and  purpose  is  to  pursue  him.  Efforts  will  be  made  to  form  junction 
with  General  Warren.  His  additional  force  and  co  operation  will,  in 
our  judgment,  enable  us  to  loosen  them  uj)  at  Hartville,  and  compel 
them  to  retire  into  Arkansas  at  a point  where  they  will  necessarily  run 
on  to  one  of  the  points  covered  by  your  disposition  of  the  forces  south. 

The  moral  effect  of  this  inroad  into  Missouri  will  be  against  us,  un- 
less the  scoundrels  are  intercepted  and  badly  crippled.  Should  he  con- 
sume and  destroy  the  supplies  on  the  line  of  his  retreat,  our  pursuit  will 
be  unfortunately  tardy,  and,  in  my  judgment,  the  greatest  good  is  to  be 
expected  from  the  efforts  of  the  force  east  of  Fayetteville.  Touching 
these  things,  however,  you  will  be  better  advised  by  wiser  heads. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 

Colonel  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 
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IluQRS.  Southwestern  District  of  Missouri, 

Sj^ringfieldy  January  13,  18G3. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  Fayetteville : 

Colonel  Clond,  with  Second  Kansas,  Seventh  Alissouri  State  Militia 
Cavalry,  and  Babb’s  battery,  arrived  at  8 a.  m.  to-day.  Dispatch  from 
Lebanon,  dated  January  12,  states  that  Colonel  Merrill,  on  his  way  to 
re-enforce  this  post,  had  fought  two  battles  with  the  combined  forces  of 
Alarmaduke  and  Porter,  and  Colonel  Alerrill  had  retired  to  Lebanon,  the 
enemy  retiring  at  the  same  time.  Latest  information  is  that  Marma- 
duke  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Hartville.  Colonel  Cloud  proposes  to  move  on 
them,  forming  a junction  with  force  at  Lebanon. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

JAS.  H.  STEGEB, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

' Huntsville.)  January  13,  18G3. 

Col.  William  Weer, 

Commanding  First  Division.)  Gluclc  [Liclcf]  CreelC)  Arlc. : 

Colonel  : You  will  please  move  with  your  first  brigade  and  train  to 
Carrollton  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable.  Colonel  Cloud’s  brigade 
will  be  ordered  to  move  via  Crane  Creek  and  join  you  at  some  point 
east  of  here,  to  be  determined  hereafter.  I will  send  him  orders  to 
that  effect. 

The  Second  Division  will  precede  you  on  the  road  to  Carrollton, 
leaving  this  place  at  8 o’clock  in  the  morning.  Your  train  should  be  in 
advance  of  most  of  your  troops,  at  least  after  passing  this  place,  your 
rear  guard  consisting  of  the  main  body  of  your  command. 

Hindman  is  said  to  be  still  moving  down  the  river,  but  he  may  at- 
temi)t  to  play  us  a trick.  Be  on  the  alert.  I will  send  a scout  south 
in  the  morning,  to  return  and  join  you  some  time  during  the  day.  I wiU 
])recede  Colonel  Huston’s  column.  Please  inform  him  and  me  if  at  any 
time  you  need  assistance.  Look  out  for  bushwhackers,  and  keep  your 
train  well  guarded.  There  is  no  way  of  diminishing  it  until  we  reach 
Carrollton.  'You  will  find  thexoads  extremely  rough,  and  your  march  will 
necessarily  be  very  slow.  Take  time  enough,  and  forage  your  animals  well. 
As  you  pass  Huntsville,  send  a battalion  of  cavalry  north  to  Berry  ville, 
and  thence  east  to  Carrollton,  to  await  your  arrival  there,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inform  you  and  me  of  any  guerrilla  movement  on  our  left  fiank. 
The  march  to  Carrollton  will  probably  take  you  three  days. 

I send  you  a rough  mai),  and  will  send  guides  in  the  morning.  If 
anything  occurs  to  render  it  advisable  to  delay  the  movement,  I will 
inform  you  in  time. 

Very  respectfuliv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Post, 
Helena^  Arlc.^  January  13,  18G3. 

Alaj.  Gen.  Samuel  B.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : Air.  Brooks  will  deliver  to  you  the  papers  and  the  persons 
of  G.  W.  Baker  and  officers  of  the  steamer  Alhambra. 

I Avas  left  here  with  1,000  cavalry  and  the  Tliirty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry, 
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numbering  000  men.  The  Thirty-third  Missouri  Infantry  was  also  ordered 
to  remain  here  when  Colonel  Colburn  left  for  Haint  Louis.  General 
Fisk  on  his  arrival  here  ordered  the  Thirty-third  Missouri  to  go  with 
the  expedition,  and  left  an  order  for  the  Twenty-first  Missouri  to  remain 
here.  The  Thirty-third  Iowa  arrived  last  night,  and  report  the  Twenty- 
first  Missouri  not  on  the  way.  Colonel  Eice  thinks  they  are  not  ordered 
down  the  river.  I cannot  hold  this  post  with  the  force  left,  and  have 
detained  the  Thirty-third  Iowa  until  the  Twenty-first  Missouri  arrives. 

There  are  5,000  horses  and  mules,  several  large  warehouses  filled  with 
Government  property,  and  other  valuable  stores  here  to  be  guarded. 
The  force  now  here  is  too  small  for  the  duty. 

Lieutenant  Bradford,  of  the  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  was  sent 
back  from  Big  Creek  yesterday  by  Colonel  Clayton,  Fifth  Kansas  Cav- 
alry, who,  with  1,200  men,  was  ordered  to  Saint  Charles.  Lieutenant 
Bradford,  with  25  men,  was  attacked  at  Lick  Creek,  12  miles  from  here, 
and  lost  20  men.  The  lieutenant  and  4 men  arrived  about  7 p.  m.  last 
night.  They  report  200  rebels. 

There  are  a great  many  negro  men,  women,  and  children  coming  into 
our  lines  since  the  proclamation;  many  are  leaving  their  homes.  I am 
at  a loss  to  know  what  to  do  with  them,  and  would  be  pleased  to  receive 
some  instructions  from  you.  I am  also  at  a loss  ■ to  know  how  much 
authority  I have  here.  Can  I appoint  courts  of  inquiry  to  examine 
absent  officers,  general  courts-martial,  grant  leaves  of  absence  on  sur- 
geon^s  certificate,  &c. ; have  I the  power  conferred  on  a division  com- 
mander ? I am  left  without  any  instructions,  and  have  not  had  time, 
owing  to  a great  press  of  business,  to  examine  the  orders  I have. 

I have  information  direct  from  Saint  Charles  there  were  only  600  men 
there  on  Sunday.  General  Gorman  will  find  the  town  evacuated.  I 
will  comply  with  any  instructions  you  may  give  me. 

Mr.  Yeatman,  the  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  claims  the  ex- 
clusive control  of  the  commerce  below  Memphis.  He  desires  me  to 
deliver  to  him  certain  lots  of  cotton  left  in  wharf-boat  by  General  Gor- 
mau,  belonging  to  parties  now  up  the  river.  I have  declined  to  do  so,  on 
the  ground  that  Mr.  Yeatman  has  no  power  to  take  property  in  charge 
of  the  military  authorities. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CYEUS  BUSSEY^ 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Prairie  Landing, 

Twenty -Jive  miles  from  the  mouth  of  White  River.,  January  13,  1863. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  night  of  the  11th  instant, 
I left  Helena,  Ark.,  with  the  army  under  General  Gorman,  and  took 
with  me  the  books  and  papers  of  the  office  of  the  Military  Governor  of 
this  State.  If  General  Gorman  is  successful  in  his  present  undertaking, 
of  which  there  seems  to  be  no  reasonable  doubt,  Devall’s  Blulf,  on  the 
White  Eiver,  the  terminus  of  the  railroad  to  Little  Eock,  will  be  in 
possession  of  our  army  in,  at  farthest,  a few  days.  The  railroad  to 
Little  Eock,  if  obstructed,  can  easily  be  put  in  running  order,  and  then 
the  Government  will  have  at  all  times  of  the  year  a sure  and  safe  means 
of  transportation  of  supplies  to  Little  Eock  during  nine  months  of  the 
year  by  the  White  Eiver  and  railroad,  from  DevalFs  Bluff,  and  during 
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three  months,  Avhen  the  White  Kiver  is  not  navigable,  by  laud  carriage 
from  Helena  to  Devall’s  Bluff,  and  from  there  by  railroad.  Besides 
this,  for  more  than  six  mouths  of  the  year,  the  Arkansas  Kiver  is  navi- 
gable above  Little  Kock.  This  railroad,  from  .Devall’s  Bluff  to  Little 
Kock,  is  through  a prairie  country  5 it  is  built  in  almost  a straight  line, 
with  but  a few  bridges,  and  those  over  inconsiderable  streams.  It  can 
be  very  easily  kept  in  running  order. 

The  Post  of  Arkansas  having  been  taken,  and  the  rebel  force  cap- 
tured, there  is  now  no  considerable  rebel  force  north  of  the  Arkansas 
Kiver. 

With  a little  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  the  lines  of  our 
army  can  be  extended  to  the  Arkansas  Kiver,  and  that  line  can  be 
easily  maintained.  Should  the  railroad  notbe  taken  possession  of,  and 
kept  up  as  a military  road  to  Little  Kock,  it  is  feared  that  the  Confeder- 
ates will  return  to  the  north  side  of  the  Arkansas  Kiver  and  make  raids 
into  the  State  of  Missouri.  The  Military  Governor  is  at  present  sick  at 
Saint  Louis. 

I am,  sir,  Avith  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  P.  ENO, 

Secretary  pro  tern,  of  Arl:ansas^  and  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Ko.  G.  S Saint  Louis ilio.,  January  13,  1863. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield,  commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier,  is 
relieved  from  command  of  the  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri,  to  date 
from  the  10th  November,  at  which  time  it  was  turned  over  to,  and  until  ^ 
further  orders  will  remain  under,  Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Brown,  Missouri 
State  Militia. 

#♦*#*** 

Til.  The  Eighth  and  Ninth  Districts  (Western  Arkansas  and  the  In-  * 
dian  Territory)  will,  until  further  orders,  be  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Phillips,  Third  Kegimeut  Indian  Brigade. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Curtis : 

H.  Z.  CUKTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  State  of  Mo.,  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 

No.  4.  } Saint  Louis.,  January  13,  1863. 

I.  Provision  having  been  made  by  the  United  States  authorities  for 
the  supply  of  subsistence  and  forage  to  the  Enrolled  Militia  of  Missouri 
Avhen  in  active  service,  you  are,  therefore,  ordered  to  suspend  at  once 
all  assessments  made  within  the  limits  of  your  command  for  the  support 
of  the  Enrolled  Militia. 

II.  The  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  when  in  actual  service,  by  order  of 
competent  authority,  will  draw  their  supplies  from  the  nearest  United 
States  i)ost. 

By  order  of  the  commander-in-chief : 

WM.  D.  WOOD, 

Actiny  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Army  oe  the  Mississirrr, 

Post  Arkansas j January  14,  1803. 


Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 


General:  I have  tLe  honor  to  inform  you  of  our  entire  success  on 
January  11, 1803,  at  this  post.  After  three  and  one-half  hours’  fighting, 
the  works  of  the  enemy  were  stormed,  and  the  entire  garrison,  5,000 
men  (killed  and  wounded  not  included),  fell  into  our  hands,  together 
with  all  the  materiel  of  war,  comp.rising  large  quantities  of  quarter- 
master’s, commissary’s,  and  ordnance  stores.  Most  of  the  ordnance 
stores  captured  by  the  enemy  on  board  the  Blue  Wing  have  been  re- 
captured. This  success,  in  itself,  will  serve  as  a diversion  in  favor  of 
your  columns,  moving  under  Gorman,  Schofield,  and  Davidson,  and 
others  of  your  commanders,  upon  the  enemy’s  positions  upon  and  near 
the  line  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  If  the  river  will  allow  within  two  or 
three  days,  I will  ascend  with  my  command  to  Little  Lock,  and  reduce 
that  place.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  whether  the  stage  of  water  will 
allow  it. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  McOLEENAND, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington^  January  14,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Sahit  Louis,  Mo.  ; 

The  President’s  attention  having  been  called  to  the  recent  order  of 
your  provost-marshal  in  Saint  Louis,  published  in  the  newspapers,*  it 
is  disapproved  by  him,  and  he  directs  : 

1st.  That  the  order  be  suspended. 

2d.  That  all  orders  of  provost-marshiils  in  the  State  of  Missouri  re- 
specting trade,  commerce,  or  anything  but  the  discipline  and  govern- 
ment of  the  troops  in  the  United  States  service  be  also  suspended,  and 
the  provost-marshals  be  relieved  from  service  in  such  caiiacity,  except- 
ing Saint  Louis. 

Further  instructions  on  this  subject  will  be  transmitted  by  mail. 

You  will  please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  telegram. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Departivient, 
Washington.,  January  15,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  no  person  be  i)ermitted  to  exercise 
the  powers  of  provost-marshal  in  Missouri,  except  at  military  posts, 
and  then  only  in  regard  to  military  offenses.  No  one,  unless  he  be  a 
military  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  can  act  as  provost- 
marshal,  unless  appointed  by  the  War  Department. 

H.  W\  HALLECK, 

General-in- Chief 


* See  Geueriil  Orders,  No.  Ii5,  I)(‘ceml)ei-  24,  1802,  I’.nrt  I,  ]).-8G8. 


42 


MO.,  AEK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Ciiap.  XXXIV. 

Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  15,  18G3. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Provost-MarsbaPs  Orders,  Xo.  35,  is  mainly  a compilation  of  old  orders. 
Where  we  have  no  troops,  provost-marshals  guard  jinblic  property, 
arrest  sjhes,  and  give  immediate  notice  of  guerrilla  forces.  The  system 
was  inaugurated  over  a year  ago,  and  is  the  only  way  of  keeping  the  i)eace 
in  Northern  Missouri,  especially  in  border  counties.  I have  no  serious 
complaints  coming  to  my  knowledge.  The  rebels  that  attempted  to 
capture  Springfield  are  retreating,  hotly  pursued.  Things  every  day 
grow  more  quiet.  I am  constantly  curtailing  restrictions  regarding 
trade  as  safety  seems  to  permit,  and  I fear  the  change  required  by  your 
dispatch  of  the  14th  will  give  new  trouble.  May  I suspend  action  until 
I can  confer  bv  letter  ? 

SAME.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  15,  1863. 
His  Excellency  President  Abraham  Lincoln  : 

I had  the  honor  to  see  a letter  addressed  to  me,  but  sent  to  Governor 
Gamble,  of  the  5th  instant,*  in  relation  to  atiairs  in  Missouri,  and  very 
])roperly  urging  a conference  between  us  in  regard  to  several  matters 
relating  to  the  administration  of  affairs  in  this  State,  which  you  say  are 
giving  you  much  trouble.  In  reply  to  this  last  idea,  I have'  great  soli- 
citude. I have  seen  lately'  a determination  to  oppress  you  with  matters 
that  certainly  ought  first  to  come  before  me.  For  the  good  of  discipline, 
as  well  as  justice  to  you,  matters  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  adjusted 
by  your  subordinates.  I regret  that  I published  the  suspension  of 
assessments  in  this  city  as  your  order.  1 did  so  because  I thought  it 
would  show  your  anxiety  to  be  just  and  generous.  But  the  effect  has 
been  to  carry  everything  to  ygu,  even  before  seeking  proper  redress 
elsewhere.  If  Dr.  McPheeters  had  presented  his  case  to  me,  as  he  did 
to  you,  both  you  and  I would  have  been  spared  much  trouble. 

In  my  interview  with  Governor  Gamble,  and  in  reference  to  i)ersons 
charging  him  with  selfish  and  ambitious  motives,  and  doubts  as  to  his 
fidelity,  the  Governor  expressed  his  regrets,  and  evinced  generous  sen- 
timents of  loyalty.  He  said,  what  is  true,  there  is  too  much  disposition 
now  to  impeach  everybody.  I think  with  you  that  Governor  Gamble 
is  loyal,  and  I do  not  see  any  occasion  for  us  to  differ,  except  it  may  be 
as  to  some  measures.  But  even  upon  these  I do  not  think  difficulty 
will  arise  between  us.  He  goes  for  you  and  our  country  and  some  of 
your  measures.  I go  for  all.  In  regard  to  county  assessments,  he 
withdrew  his  Enrolled  Militia  publicly.  I am  checking  them  quietly. 
Our  Union  men  are  much  opposed  to  restraint  in  their  pursuit  of  rebels, 
especially  in  the  country  where  our  friends  have  been  iiersecuted,  and 
where  the  assessments  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  men  killed  by  the  rebels.  There  may  be  frauds,  such  as  you  name, 
but  I doubt  it.  I should  have  had  news  of  it.  No  assessment  committee 
could  commit  such  a fraud  as  you  name  with  impunity.  The  calcula- 
tion, I presume,  is  based  on  the  supposition  that  men  are  assessed  on 
the  value  of  their  property,  whereas  the  assessments  are  made  on  a 
compound  ratio  of  iiroperty  and  disloyalty.  These  assessments  on  per- 
sons for  crimes  committed  in  a neighborhood  are  considered  a great 


* See  p.  17. 
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restiaiiit  on  rebels  who  Lave  encouraged  bauds  of  rebels,  and  our  friends 
fear  that  they  Avill  suffer  if  such  restraints  are  taken  off*.  I am  implored 
not  to  remove  them.  I have  earnest  petitions  and  letters  innumerable 
coming  in,  urging  me  to  allow  assessments  to  proceed.  The  county 
assessments  are  all  made  by  local  commanders,  who  claim  that  they 
understand  their  local  difficulties  better  than  I can.  I therefore  move 
cautiously  and  quietly,  so  as  to  avoid  any  new  inspiration  of  rebel  cour- 
age. On  matters  concerniug  the  degree  and  direction  of  force  against 
rebels,  I am  appealed  to  as  the  su^iposed  head  of  military  power  in  this 
vicinity.  On  complaints  of  too  much  severity,  the  Governor  and  Your 
Excellency  are  appealed  to,  and  we  do  not,  therefore,  either  of  us, 
always  see  both  sides.  As  to  banishments,  the  Governor  goes  further 
than  1 do  on  that  subject,  although  we  might  diff’er  as  to  particular 
cases.  Most  of  the  banishments  have  been  made  as  a commutation  for 
imprisonments  determined  by  military  commissions  or  local  commanders, 
and  in  all  instances  where  the  community  seem  to  think  it  safe,  I try  to 
procure  a release.  As  to  the  cases  named  by  Mr.  Eollius,  I will  exam- 
ine, and  write  to  him.  They  must  stand  on  their  own  merits,  not  on 
his  5 but  I shall  have  due  deference  to  his  opinion  as  to  the  safety  of 
the  release.  As  I intimated  in  a former  letter,  I only  fear  some  conflict 
with  the  Governor  in  regard  to  Enrolled  Militia  and  regular  volunteers. 
I command  the  volunteers,  but  the  Enrolled  Militia,  it  is  claimed,  can 
only  be  commanded  by  the  Governor.  As  the  theory  is,  we  feed  and 
forage  while  he  commands  this  force,  and  the  Governor  seems  anxious 
to  preserve  all  his  rights  in  this  behalf.  I hope,  however,  no  difficulty 
will  grow  out  of  this.  So  far  I have  got  along  well  with  the  Enrolled 
Militia.  As  things  improve,  rebels  become  more  active  and  officious  in 
their  demands  for  release  and  relinquishment  from  restraints,  which 
are  the  only  cause  of  our  success.  We  must  not  be  over-hasty  in  with- 
drawing these  restraints,  but  gradually,  I hope,  peace  will  be  restored 
and  military  power  relinquished. 

I have  now  commanded  this  department  over  a quarter  of  a year.  I 
have  so  far  great  reason  to  rejoice  in  the  success  of  our  arms  and  the 
progress  of  our  principles.  The  recent  raid  to  Springfield  has  been  re- 
pulsed without  the  loss  of  a single  wagon  or  a pound  of  stores,  and  my 
forces  are  in  rapid  x)ursuit  of  Marmaduke  and  his  5,000  men.  They  got 
nothing  but  one  gun  without  wheels,  and  a good  thrashing  at  Spring- 
field  and  Hartville.  While  General  Grant  is  preparing  to  collect  his 
re-enforcements,  General  McClernand  as  an  episode  is  assisting  me  in 
pressing  the  rebels  up  the  Arkansas.  Meantime  other  forces  in  pursuit 
of  Marmaduke  must  capture  him  or  drive  him  below  that  river.  All 
this  I have  made  secondary  to  the  move  on  Vicksburg,  where  I have 
tendered  nearly  all  my  force,  and  which  I hope  will,  in  due  time,  be 
made  with  more  unity  of  action  and  ultimate  success. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  Mr.  President,  Your  Excellency’s  obedient 
servant, 

SAME.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  15,  1803. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

I telegraphed  a request  that  I might  confer  by  letter  before  execut- 
ing your  telegraphic  order  concerning  provost-marshals’  orders,  and  the 
provost-marshals  generally. 
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The  provost-marshal  system  is  not  ot  my  planting  or  growth,  but  is 
now  so  old,  deep-rooted,  and  wide-spread  it  cannot  be  summarily  dis- 
posed of  without  danger  of  losses  and  disasters.  It  began  in  General 
Fremont’s  administration,  by  the  appointment  of  Major  McKinstry  in 
this  city,  who  was  followed  by  Colonel  McNeil  and  Captain  Leighton ; 
neither  of  them  were  properly  in  the  United  States  service.  From  this 
it  sj)re*ad  out  through  the  whole  department,  and  when  I came  in  com- 
mand Colonel  Gantt  was  provost-marshal-general,  and  hundreds  were 
elsewhere  located ; most  of  them  not  officers  in  the  United  States  serv- 
ice, except  by  virtue  of  their  appointment  as  provost-marshals.  Gen- 
eral Halleck  had  given  the  system  a head  by  creating  a provost-mar- 
shal-general, and  issued  some  orders  devolving  specific  duties  on  these 
functionaries,  and,  by  a kind  of  common  understanding,  iirovost-mar- 
shals  took  charge  of  prisoners,  watched  contraband  trade,  discovered 
and  arrested  spies,  found  out  rebel  camps,  and  pursued  and  arrested 
the  rebels  in  their  neighborhoods.  They  operate  with  volunteers,  mili- 
tia, and  police  force,  just  as  circumstances  require,  and  in  Southern  Iowa 
and  large  districts  of  Missouri,  where  recruiting. guerrilla  agents  strive 
to  organize  their  bands,  they  are  the  only  stationary,  x)ermanent  offi- 
cial sentinels,  who  keep  me  advised  and  guard  the  public  safety.  Pub- 
lic arms,  prisoners,  contraband  property,  and  forfeited  bonds  are  held 
by  them  and  properly  disposed  of,  and  immediate  discharge  would 
create  loss  and  confusion  where  everything  is  now  quiet  and  secure. 
For  instance,  the  ])rovost -marshal  at  Glasgow  has  30  or  40  prisoners. 
At  Columbia  last  Sunday  the  provost-marshal  resisted  an  efibrt  to  res- 
cue a parcel  of  most  desperate  prisoners — one  a Confederate  recruiting 
officer. 

I send  you  the  letter  of  Colonel  Pick,  my  provost-marshal-general,  to 
show  other  duties  devolved  on  these  men.  Soon  after  my  assuming 
command,  I presented  to  the  General-in-Chief  the  importance  of  more 
exact  and  uniform  rules  in  regard  to  the  system,  and  desired  the  matter 
might  be  taken  up  at  Washington,  but,  in  the  absence  of  any  instruc- 
tions, I directed  the  iirovost-marshal-general  to  compile  and  construct 
some  general  and  uniform  rule  of  action.  This  he  did  in  Orders,  No.  35, 
which  I suppose  is  the  order  disaiiproved  by  His  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent. It  contains  the  gist  of  a great  many  old  orders  and  some  new 
ones,  but  in  the  main  it  conforms  to  the  current  business  of  the  system. 
No  paper  or  person  here  has  made  complaints  against  the  order,  and  I 
am  surprised  that  such  ajiprehension  and  immediate  necessity  should  be 
presented  at  headquarters.  As  far  as  iiossible,  action  under  the  order 
is  suspended,  but  1 presume  most  of  it  will  be  found  to  be  a mere  con- 
densation of  our  x)olice  regulations. 

I have  been  urged  to  send  away  my  regular  volunteers,  and  have 
stripped  portions  of  my  department  to  comiily  with  pressing  demands 
elsewhere.  To  compensate  for  this,  xirovost-marshals,  taken  from  the 
Enrolled  Militia,  are  earnestly  endeavoring  to  keep  me  posted  and  main- 
tain public  tranquillity.  If  they  are  to  have  no  supervision  of  trade, 
commerce,  or  anything  but  the  discipline  and  government  of  the  troops 
in  the  United  States  service,  how  am  I to  prevent  contraband  of  war, 
guns,  ammunition,  and  other  supplies  going  into  the  hands  of  the  guer- 
rillas, and  how  am  I to  know  what  is  doing  or  to  be  done  in  various 
parts  of  my  district  when  I have  no  other  command,  and  what  am  I to 
do  with  the  prisoners  and  other  rebels  that  are  held  either  in  fact  or 
fear  by  these  provost-marshals  ^ 

I regret  that  I am  thus  forced  to  defend  a system  I never  did  ai)prove 
and  liave  often  condemned.  I could  not  find  either  statute  or  military 
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law  to  rest  it  upon.  1 liave  not  apiioiuted  one,  except  to  lill  the  vacancy 
of  the  provost  marshahgeneral ; hut  the  system  has  started  and  grown 
up  from  surrounding  necessities  5 it  is  now  working’ very  extensively 
and  quite  harmoniously,  and  I believe  it  must  in  some  shape  be  con- 
tinued during  the  war.  When  a nation  is  at  war,  war  exists  everywhere, 
and  we  must  have  some  sort  of  military  representatives  wherever  mili- 
tary ohenses  can  be  committed.  It  costs  too  much  to  keep  stationary 
troops  everywhere,  but  without  such  officers  as  I may  trust  and  con- 
stantly emijloy  in  every  county  of  this  State  and  in  various  parts  of  my 
department,  I must  have  many  more  troops  in  actual  service  in  Missouri. 
While,  therefore,  there  is  no  apparent  necessity  of  a sudden  radical 
change,  I most  respectfully  request  that  some  substitute  may  be  allowed 
me  for  a system  of  military  power  which  now  serves  a most  important 
purpose  throughout  my  command,  or  so  order  the  matter  that  we  may 
lierfect  what  now  seems  to  be  a useful  military  expedient. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  Mr.  Secretarv,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosure.  J 

[Saint  Louis,  Mo.,]  January  15,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis,  Commanding : 

General  : The  telegram  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  14th,  to  the 
major-general  commanding  this  department,  contemplating  a change  in 
the  system  of  provost-marshals  in  the  interior  of  the  State,  requires  of 
me  that  I should  present  to  you  some  of  the  duties  performed  by  them. 

Commanding  officers  in  the  field  turn  over  prisoners  captured  by  them 
to  provost-marshals,  who  take  the  evidence  against  the  prisoners  and 
forward  it  and  thern^  to  Saint  Louis.  With  guerrillas  and  marauding 
bands  operating  in  the  State,  whenever  opportunity  occurs,  appearing 
at  first  one  place  and  then  another,  our  troops  are  kept  moving,  and 
the  officers  in  the  field  do  not  furnish  the  evidence  against  the  men  they 
capture.  Were  these  prisoners  considered  prisoners  of  w^ar,  and  to  be 
sent  forward  for  exchange,  but  little  evidence  would  be  needed,  but 
they  are  many  of  them  lawless  men,  known  in  certain  localities.  After 
their  capture  their  friends  constantly  make  efforts  to  have  them  released, 
and  it  is  through  the  provost-marshals  that  the  facts  relating  to  them 
are  ascertained,  and  upon  which  the  proper  action  can  be  based,  as  to 
holding  or  releasing  them.  These  provost-marshals  are  made  by  your 
orders  conservators  of  the  peace.  They  know  and  report  the  state  of 
the  country,  and  can  and  do  determine  better  than  any  one  else  which 
men  can  safely  be  enlarged  and  which  not.  Eemove  them,  and  to  whom 
shall  we  apply  for  the  information  constantly  needed  at  your  headquar- 
ters, and  to  whom  will  commanders  in  the  field  send  their  prisoners  to 
be  examined  and  forwarded  ? Again,  it  is  well  known  that  rebel  re- 
cruiting officers  and  spies  are  constantly  coming  into  this  State.  It  is 
the  business  of  ijrovost-marshals  to  keep  on  the  watch  for  them,  and  to 
break  up  their  practices  5 and,  but  for  their  efforts,  in  many  counties 
recruiting  for  the  rebel  army  would  be  carried  on  without  danger.  There 
are  many  disloyal  farmers  who  would  constantly  aid  the  rebellion  with 
supplies  of  different  kinds,  but  for  the  provost-marshal  system.  Ee- 
move the  danger  of  detection,  and  the  State  would  furnish  (to  tlie  rebs) 
considerable  amounts  of  supplies,  and  tlie  stream  of  rebel  soldiers  soutli- 
ward  would  be  largely  increased. 

I have  released,  all  the  time,  men  in  whose  promises  reliance  could 
not  be  placed,  but  I have  felt  justified  in  doing  it  by  placing  them  under 
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the  surveillance  of  the  provost-marshals  of  their  counties.  If,  however, 
they  have  no  local  officer  to  care  for,  they  either  cannot  he  released  or 
would  soon  again  be  led  off  into  aiding  the  rebellion.  Provost-marshals, 
too,  give  conMence  to  the  Union  men  through  the  State ; they  stand 
as  the  representatives  of  the  United  States  Government,  and  if  a neigh- 
borhood becomes  so  rebellious  as  to  endanger  Union  men,  they  feel  that 
the  report  of  the  provost-marshals  will  call  the  attention  of  the  military 
authorities  to  the  condition  of  things.  To  relieve  the  provost-marshals 
will  be  a shock  to  the  Union  cause  in  this  State,  and  will  have  a most 
depressing  effect  upon  those  who  require  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment. They  acquire  a local  knowledge  which  is  valuable  and  reliable. 
The  men  who  have  been  disloyal  in  Missouri,  most  of  them,  remain  soj 
and  it  will  prove  a costly  mistake  to  act  upon  a contrary  hypothesis.  They 
are  Southern  sympathizers  who  have  taken  up  arms,  and  they  are  none 
the  less  sympathizers  because  for  the  time  disarmed  j and  I teel  safe  in 
making  the  assertion  that,  if  they  believe  it  not  too  perilous  to  do  it, 
they  will  again  take  up  arms,  or  by  other  means  aid  the  rebellion.  My 
belief  is  that  these  peoiffe  have  got  to  be  kept  down  while  the  war  rages, 
and  my  every  day’s  experience  confirms  that  belief.  After  the  rebellion 
becomes  powerless,  then  the  Missouri  rebels  will  give  up  their  plans  of 
co-operation,  and  not  until  then.  So  far  as  they  have  ceased  hostilities, 
it  has  been  from  force,  and  not  voluntary  submission,  and  to  consider 
these  people  no  longer  enemies  of  the  Union  is  to  fall  into  a practical 
error.  They  have  had  pretty  hard  experience  in  this  war,  and  I be- 
lieve, by  vigilance,  can  easily  be  kept  down ; but  a show  of  military 
l^ower  is  necessary,  and  the  presence  of  some  military  force,  too,  accom- 
panied by  the  continuation  of  the  military  system  sufficient  to  keep 
them  sensible  of  this,  that  renewed  hostilities  on  their  part  will  be 
promptly  met  by  force.  If  my  hypothesis  is  correct,  then  the  system 
of  military  law  cannot  be  dispensed  with  in  Missouri,  while  disloyal 
men  believe  that  the  Union  will  be  dissolved,  and  they  very  generally 
do  believe  it.  If  my  judgment  and  opinions  are  incorrect,  then  let  the 
capture  and  detection  of  guerrillas  and  marauders  be  turned  over  to 
the  civil  authorities,  and  let  military  action  be  confined  only  to  regular 
movements  in  the  field ; and  it  may  be  that  it  will  be  found  that  the 
State  is  * * * 

I consider  it  my  duty  as  an  officer  to  make  this  statement  relating 
to  the  disloyal  men  in  Missouri,  believing  that  the  reliable  supporters 
of  the  Union  cause  in  this  State  are  the  men  who  feel  that  the  safety 
of  this  State  lies  in  the  control  of  it  by  the  military  power  of  the  United 
States,  so  long  as  this  rebellion  continues  defiant;  and  these  men  who 
alone  constitute  the  strength  of  the  Government  in  this  State  will  have 
bitter  sufferings  to  endure,  if  the  protection  of  the  Government  is  with- 
drawn. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  JDIOK, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Provost-3Iarshal- General,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri. 


Headquakteks  Department  oe  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  15,  18G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt, 

Commanding  District  of  Kansas,  Leavenworth : 

General  : The  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Abernathy,  relative  to 
the  recent  expedition  of  Colonel  Adams  with  a detachment  of  the  Twelfth 
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Kansas  Infantry  into  Missouri,  has  been  received.* * *  There  are  also  on 
file  the  reports  of  Brigadier-General  Vaughan  and  other  officers  touch- 
ing the  same  matter.!  After  a careful  consideration  of  the  facts  as  pre- 
sented, it  is  the  determination  of  the  general  commanding  to  release 
Colonel  Adams  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes  from  arrest  and  restore 
them  to  duty.  You  will,  therefore,  issue  the  necessary  order.  While 
this  has  been  the  decision  of  the  general  commanding,  having  in  view 
the  good  of  the  service  and  the  efficiency  of  the  regiment  in  question, 
he  feels  compelled  to  express  his  disapprobation  of  the  course  pursued 
by  the  officer  in  command  of  this  expedition.  In  General  Orders,  Ko. 
11,  Department  of  the  Missouri,  this  paragraph  occurs : 

The  districts  thus  designated  are  for  the  convenience  of  police  regulations,  hut  com- 
manders in  the  field  will  not  hesitate  to  cross  lines  and  co-operate  with  adjacent  com- 
manders where  the  interests  of  the  department  seem  to  require  it. 

From  the  evidence  it  appears  that  Colonel  Adams  evinced  no  dispo- 
sition to  co-operate  with  the  commander  or  forces  of  the  district  into 
which  he  led  his  detachment,  nor,  indeed,  does  it  appear  that  the  inter- 
ests of  the  department  required  him  to  cross  the  district  line.  The  gen- 
eral commanding  regrets  that  circumstances  have  occurred  requiring 
him  to  adjust  difficulties  between  our  own  forces.  W e have  no  energies 
to  waste  in  conflicts  with  each  other.  It  should  be  the  purpose  of  all 
military  movements  to  put  down  rebels  wherever  found,  and  no  per- 
sonal considerations  or  personal  jealousies  should  defeat  that  object.  In 
the  future,  should  the  forces  on  the  border  find  it  necessary  to  cross  the 
district  line,  either  from  Missouri  or  Kansas,  it  is  hoped  that  the  com- 
mander will  observe  the  spirit  of  General  Orders,  No.  11,  and  especially 
avoid  acts  which  tend  to  irritate  or  wound  that  State  pride  and  esprit 
de  corps  so  essential  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  soldier  and  so  sensitive 
among  troops  stationed  on  their  own  soil  for  its  protection. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  OHIPMAN, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff , 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  oe  the  Missouri, 

No.  14.  1 Saint  Louis ^ Mo.,  January  15,  1863. 

#****## 

Glover,  Third  Missouri  Cavalry,  will,  on 
16th  instant,  proceed  to  Eolla,  Mo.,  and  resume  the  command  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Eolla. 

***##*# 

By  command  of  Major-General  Curtis : 

H.  Z.  CUETIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Northeastern  Missouri, 

No.  7.  ) Warrenton,  Mo.,  January  15,  1863. 

Under  the  orders  heretofore  made,  the  following  amounts  are  assessed 
in  each  county  of  the  district,  respectively.  The  committees  will  pro- 


* See  T.  J.  Weed  to  H.  Z.  Curtis,  December  18,  1862  (Part  I,  p.  841),  and  January 

6,  1863  (p.  22). 

tSee  Vaughan  to  Curtis,  December  9,  1862,  Part  I,  p.  821. 
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ceed  at  once  to  collect  these  amounts,  in  accordance  with  orders  hereto- 
fore given. 

Whole  amount  to  he  collected  in  district,  $300,000  j of  Avhich  will  be 
collected  in — 


County. 

Amount. 

County. 

Amount. 

Adair. 

$3,  000 
21,  600 
32,  000 

37,  000 
24,  600 

6,  000 
22,  200 

3,  300 

7,  500 

7,  500 
.3,  300 

5,  700 

38,  700 

IVfontgnmery . . 

$5,  700 
19,  800 
7,  800 
10,  800 
2,100 
11,  700 
7,  200 

5,  400 
3,  300 

2,  700 

6,  000 
2, 100 

3,  300 

Audrain 

Marion 

Boone 

Macon 

Callaway 

Pike 

Chariton 

Putnam 

Clarke 

Eandolpli 

Howard 

Balls 

Txnnx  - 

Shelby . ... 

Lewis • 

Scotland 

Livingston 

Schuyler 

Linn 

Saint  Charles 

Lincoln 

Sullivan 

Monroe 

W arren 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Merrill: 

GEO.  M.  HOUSTON, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis ^ Tlio.,  January  IG,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in- Chief : 

Telegraphed  and  wrote  yesterday,  in  reply  to  Secretary  of  War,  ask- 
ing time  to  communicate  by  letter  on  a change  so  radical  as  to  provost- 
marshals.  The  system  began  with  the  revolution.  It  is  wide  and  deeply 
rooted;  substitution,  not  eradication,  may  be  necessary.  Property, 
police,  and  public  peace  require  caution.  There  are  no  troops  where 
])rovost-marslials  are  most  useful.  The  system  is  no  offspring  of  mine, 
but  I see  no  need  of  hasty  change  of  quiet  measures,  and  ask  time  for 
explanations  and  instructions  by  letter. 

SAxML.  Pv.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  TiiitiD  Bri&ade,  Army  of  the  Prontier, 

Camp  Curtis.,  Maysvilie^  January  IQ ^ 18G3. 
Col.  N.  P.  CiiiPMAN,  Chief  of  Staff : 

My  Dear  Colonel  : You  will  see  by  the  date  of  this  that  my  letter 
of  the  7th  instant*  is  yet  in  my  hands.  I send  it,  as  it  contains  all  the 
facts  of  which  1 wished  to  write.  The  cartridges  have  come  to  hand  all 
safe  and  very  opportune,  as  my  last  loads  were  in  the  guns.  Many 
thanks  for  your  trouble  and  kindness.  I will  use  them  well. 

I preceded  the  advance  of  our  brigade  from  Elm  Springs  to  this  place 
in  command  of  500  mounted  men.  The  distance  of  25  miles  I made 
during  the  night,  and  surprised  a party  of  Livingston’s  gang.  I killed 
9 and  captured  13  of  the  gentry.  We  have  sent  the  prisoners  on  to 
Fort  Scott.  The  country  is  full  of  these  marauding  devils,  but  we  are 
clearing  them  out  rapidly.  This  light  snow  for  the  past  two  days  en- 
ables us  to  track  tliem  to  a charm.  They  have  turned  their  heads  soiitli, 
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and  are  making  for  the  river.  We  are  hauling  them  in  and  putting 
them  under  every  day.  This  country  is  in  a terrible  condition.  Fam- 
ilies, both  Union  and  secesh,  are  fleeing  for  safety  to  our  lines.  Union, 
however,  are  scarce  in  these  parts.  One  of  the  devils  that  I took  had 
the  scalp  of  one  of  our  soldiers  in  his  pocket. 

This  brigade,  well  equipped  and  filled,  will  hold  the  Indian  counties, 
and  I am  of  the  firm  opinion  that  the  Indians  can  be  used  in  no  other 
locality  to  so  good  an  advantage ; in  fact,  I believe  that  to  divert  them 
to  any  other  field  of  operations  than  the  Indian  counties  will  tend  to 
demoralize  them  to  dissolution.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wattles^  resigna- 
tion is  returned  as  informal.  Although  serious  charges  are  preferred 
against  him,  he  is  yet  in  command.  I think  that  a plenty  of  forage 
can  be  had  to  sustain  this  brigade  during  the  winter  between  here  and 
Neosho  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Cowskin  Prairie. 

I should  still  like  to  raise  a battalion  of  sharpshooters  and  have  the 
Henry  rifle.  I can  make  it  equal  to  two  regiments,  and  a terror  to  the 
enemy,  yet  I am  here  and  cannot  figure  for  the  thing.  The  weather  is 
cold  and  freezing  very  hard ; real  winter  has  come  at  last.  Please  use 
the  petition  inclosed  as  best  you  may,  and  gum  it  together,  as  I have 
not  these  little  conveniences.  I send  it  simply  to  show  you  the  feeling 
amongst  the  Indian  officers,  not  that  I imagine  it  will  have  a feathePs 
weight  with  the  Secretary  of  War.  “There  must  be  a friend  in  court.’^* 
Well,  excuse  me  for  my  tedious  letter,  and  the  next  will  be  short  and 
to  the  point. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  friend, 

A.  C.  ELLITHOEPE. 


Headquarters, 
Houston^  ilfo.,  January  16,  1863. 


Col.  N.  P.  Ohipman, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Colonel  : I have  communicated,  by  telegraph,  with  the  general  com- 
manding, but  am  not  yet  quite  prepared  to  give  an  official  report  of  my 
operations  for  the  last  week.  Lieutenant  Brown,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry, 
captured  on  a reconnaissance  and  paroled,  came  in  last  night.  He  was 
released  on  the  North  Fork  of  White  Eiver,  near  Indian  Creek,  45  miles 
below  Hartville.  He  reports  the  enemy  over  6,000,  without  including 
losses.  They  marched  several  miles  toward  Houston,  but,  for  some  reason, 
headed  they:*  column  south,  and  moved  on  toward  Arkansas.  They  are 
to  rendezvous  at  Batesviile,  where  they  are  to  be  joined  by  Hindman, 
and  make  another  raid  to  Springfield.  They  buried  an  officer  near 
Barnett’s  farm,  on  Clark  Creek,  10  miles  below  Hartville,  whom  he 
has  no  doubt  was  Porter.  He  saw  him  after  he  w^as  brought  from  the 
V field.  He  was  then  insensible,  and  said  to  be  mortally  wounded.  Brown 
was  captured  early  in  the  morning,  about  7 miles  west  of  Hartville,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  first  fight,  and  was  with  them  all  the  time  during 
the  engagement.  Marmaduke  had  several  conversations  with  him,  and 
expressed  great  admiration  of  the  manner  the  men  fought,  repeatiug 
that  they  “ were  perfect  devils.” 

My  whole  command  are  now  with  me  and  in  fine  condition.  I shall 
send  my  official  report  to-morrow. 

•Meantime,  I am,  colonel,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 


FITZ  IIENEY  WAEE1:N, 
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War  Department, 
Washington^  January  17,  1863. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis ^ Mo. : 

You  may  wait  for  instructions  after  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion before  acting  on  my  telegram  respecting  provost-marshals,  but  care 
should  be  taken  by  such  officers  to  avoid  just  grounds  of  complaint 
against  arbitrary  proceedings. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis j January  17,  1863. 

H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief  Washington: 

General  : Two  dispatches  are  before  me,  one  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  of  the  14th,  and  yours  of  the  15th,  both  ordering  a change  in  the 
matter  of  provost-marshals.  1 have  telegraphed  General  Loan  and 
Geoeral  Merrill,  commanders  of  districts,  to  confer  with  them  in  the 
premises  so  as  to  make  the  changes,  if  possible,  without  endangering 
the  peace  of  Missouri.  I have  replied  to  the  honorable  Secretary's  let- 
ter, and  will  inclose  a cop3^  to  you.  I cannot  imagine  the  cause  of  such 
orders  being  so  precipitate.  A little  time  should  be  allowed  for  substi- 
tution of  any  police  force  even  in  time  of  peace,  and  I certainly  think 
in  times  like  these  any  change  should  be  cautiously,  gradually,  and 
generally  quietly  made.  It  could  not  be  understood  that  the  provost- 
marshal  system  is  mainly  effective  where  we  have  no  Federal  troops,  or 
where  they  are  few  and  transient.  Perhaps  it  is  supposed  the  State  of 
Missouri  is  so  far  restored  to  a loyal  condition  we  need  no  military 
power  and  should  rely  solely  on  the  civil.  If  this  idea  prevails,  it  is 
certainly  erroneous.  I wish  it  was  so,  for  God  knows  I would  be  glad 
to  be  relieved  from  these  police  guards  and  responsibilities.  Broken  up 
in  their  organizations  or  starved  in  Arkansas,  rebels  sneak  into  every 
I)eaceable  corner  of  the  State  with  secret  recruiting  papers  to  enroll 
guerrilla  bands  and  engage  in  acts  of  cruelty  and  robbery.  The  entire 
safety  of  the  country  depends  on  a steady,  stern  application  of  military 
power.  This  idea  of  having  a nation  half  peace  and  half  war  is  death 
to  us.  War  is  everywhere  while  war  exists,  and  we  need  sentinels 
everywhere  to  prevent  a surprise.  Your  telegraphic  order  embraces 
three  points : 

1st.  Provost-marshals  not  to  exercise  power  ^‘except  at  military 
posts.”  If  this  means  only  where  we  have  Federal  force,  it  eradicates 
the  most  important  part  of  the  provost  service.  It  is  where  we  have 
no  Federal  force  they  remain  to  care  for  property,  watch  paroled  rebels, 
report  conspiracies,  and  keep  our  friends  advised  and  our  foes  in  fear. 

2d.  They  are  only  to  take  notice  of  military  offenses.  This  is  right 
if  it  is  conceded  that  offenses  may  be  both  military  and  civil.  But  if  it 
means  that  provost-marshals  shall  have  nothing  to  do  with  crimes 
which  civil  authority  can  punish,  it  goes  so  far  as  to  render'them  quite 
useless.  They  could  not  arrest  rebels  who  shoot  Union  men  or  assem- 
ble to  commence  a raid,  as  the  civil  authority  might  act  in  either  case, 
considering  it  manslaughter  or  unlawful  assembly.  We  must  have 
more  summary  proceedings  in  Missouri  yet. 

3d.  He  must  be  an  officer  in  the  United  States  service  or  be  appointed 
by  the  War  Department.  Most  of  our  interior  provost-marshals  are  not 
United  States  officers,  but  all  in  Missouri  belong  to  the  Enrolled  Mill- 
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tia.  We  have  not  the  United  States  officers  to  spare  to  fill  their  places. 
They  have  been  selected  by  local  commanders,  and  are  generally  the 
very  best  men  for  their  places.  The  War  Department  could  not  select 
so  as  to  improve  the  matter  much.  I have  not  appointed  one  of  them, 
as  I wrote  you  in  a former  letter,  and  my  provost-marshal-general  has 
appointed  very  few  5 but  I am  confident  they  generally  represent  the 
loyal  sentiment  of  each  neighborhood.  I have  heard  little  or  no  com- 
plaint. I have  objected  to  the  system  because  I could  never  perceive 
the  law  upon  which  to  base  it  and  a system  of  rules  by  which  it  could 
be  regulated ; and  I have  required  my  provost-marshal-general  to  com- 
pile rules,  which  may  be  improved  by  abridgments  or  additions,  as  cir- 
cumstances may  require.  The  rules  so  compiled  and  originated  are  sub- 
mitted as  orders.  They  have  been  published  extensively,  and  have  been 
some  time  in  operation  without  any  complaint  that  I have  heard  of.  In 
fact,  they  restrain  rather  than  enlarge  the  customs  of  provost-marshals, 
whose  duties  have  heretofore  been  so  undetermined  that  some  of  them 
committed  great  indiscretions.  Any  rule  of  action  is  better  than  no  rule. 
I shall  be  glad  to  have  the  matter  improved  at  headquarters,  although 
in  the  main  you  will  find  only  well-known  rules,  many  of  them  incul- 
cated in  your  official  orders.  A growth  of  nearly  two  years,  wide-spread 
and  deep-rooted,  more  needed  as  we  have  less  Federal  force  in  Missouri, 
I most  respectfully  submit  that  its  eradication  is  not  an  easy  or  safe  per- 
formance to  be  executed  by  a process  so  summary.  It  has  grown  to  be 
a necessary  institution,  and,  in  my  judgment,  should  be  carefully  per- 
fected or  very  gradually  removed.  I certainly  express  the  views  of  my 
local  commanders,  and  the  opinion  of  every’ country  friend  that  I have 
seen  since  I received  the  dispatch,  when  I tell  you  the  safety  and 
peace  of  various  counties  in  Northern  Missouri  would  be  insecure  and 
our  Union  friends  greatly  alarmed  by  the  withdrawal  of  these,  the  only 
remaining  legal  representatives  of  the  Federal  Government. 

The  Union  men  know  that  this  rebellion  is  against  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, not  against  the  State  government;  and  even  the  Enrolled  Mi- 
litia desire  some  nucleus  in  each  neighborhood  where,  in  case  of  new 
intrigues,  they  can  rally  around  a national  authority.  You  know,  gen- 
eral, I cannot  be  actuated  by  any  personal  regard  for  this  illegitimate 
offspring,  and  I trust  you  will  not  consider  me  liable  to  needless  appre- 
hensions ; but  I submit  that,  all  but  one  Federal  regiment  being  drawn 
from  Northern  Missouri,  I must  object  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  only 
remaining  element  of  power  that  I am  to  command.  I do  not  see  why 
we  should  keep  troops  in  Kansas,  and  even  in  Nebraska,  and  none  in 
Missouri.  Is  it  supposed  the  Enrolled  Militia  of  Missouri  are  better 
than  they  are  in  other  States  ? They  are  generally  very  good,  but  many 
of  them  are  very  doubtful,  and  provost-marshals  are  generally  the  select 
men  of  the  Enrolled  Militia.  Besides,  the  Enrolled  Militia  are  not  con- 
stantly, but  only  occasionally,  in  the  service,  while  the  provost-marshals 
are  always  on  duty.  I had  ordered  the  last  regiment  (MerrilPs)  to  move 
south  of  the  Missouri;,  but  Colonel  Farrar  has  just  returned  from  that 
portion  of  the  State,  and  insists  that  it  will  not  be  safe  to  do  so. 

With  this  general  statement  of  the  matter,  I respectfully  ask  full  and 
explicit  instruction  as  to  the  disposition  I shall  make  of  property  and 
important  papers  now  in  the  hands  of  such  officers  remote  from  all  mil- 
itary posts,  and  ask  that  reliable  Federal  troops  may  be  sent  to  me  to 
compensate  for  this  police  organization  before  it  is  abolished. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAME.  K.  OUETIS, 

Major-General. 
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[Department  oe  the  Missouri,] 

January  17, 18G3. 

Geueral  Schofield: 

Your  dispatches  of  the  14th  and  16th  received.  Large  expedition 
started  np  Arkansas  and  White  about  the  lOth.  It  may  return  to  re- 
sume Vicksburg,  and  may  have  gone  to  Little  Eock.  Marmaduke  was 
whipped  at  Springfield  and  Hartville,  retreating  south,  probably  going 
toward  Batesville.  Forces  from  Houston  and  Eolla  are  pressing  down 
on  Marmaduke.  Can  you  intercept  his  retreat  ? I hope  the  Fayetteville 
troops  will  be  cautious.  Phillips  must  make  his  headquarters  near  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  State.  Where  is  most  of  your  force 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major- Oeneral. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

January  18,  1863. 

General  Schofield  : 

Our  troops  and  gunboats  took  Arkansas  Post,  with  garrison  and 
guns,  on  the  11th,  and  gunboats  passed  on  toward  Little  Eock.  If 
water  keeps  up,  hope  they  will  clean  out  the  rivers.  Gorman  was  going 
up  White  to  DevalPs  Bluff  if  he  could.  Try  to  get  communication  with 
river  forces  if  they  get  near  you,  so  junction  may  be  formed. 

SAML.  E.  OUETIS, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

DevalVs  Bluffs  January  18,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

General:  By  dispatches  just  received  last  evening  from  General 
IMcClernand,  I am  informed  that  there  is  not  yet  sufficient  water  in  the 
Arkansas  Elver  to  enable  him  to  advance  on  Little  Eock  safely.  He 
also  announces  that  he  has  been  ordered  by  General  Grant  to  Napoleon 
at  once. 

General  Grant  has  informed  General  McClernand  that  he  is  about  to 
re-enforce  him  with  one  division  of  his  army,  one  brigade  from  General 
Curtis,  and  one  brigade  from  General  Wright. 

General  McClernand  has  sent  an  order  to  General  Fisk  direct  to  re- 
port to  him  ‘‘immediately  at  Napoleon,  or  wherever  he  may  be.”  This, 
you  see,  leaves  me  powerless  for  any  practical  purpose  again.  My 
cavalry,  sent  by  land  from  Helena  to  Clarendon  (about  1,200),  are  water- 
bound  and  utterly  powerless,  owing  to  the  late  snows  and  rain,  and 
gives  me  some  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  the  horses  foT  want  of 
forage,  as  the  country  is  utterly  inaccessible  for  any  distance.  I shall 
go  to  see  General  McClernand  at  once,  but  will  hold  this  river  at  Clar- 
endon and  Saint  Charles  for  the  present. 

The  country  between  this  point  and  Little  Eock  is  utterly  impassable 
for  either  infantry,  artillery,  or  cavalry.  It  is  one  vast  level  plain,  and 
mostly  x)rairie,  covered  with  bogs  and  bayous,  and  scarcely  any  settle- 
ments. 

The  railroad  to  this  point  is  in  good  order,  and  the  rebels  liave  a i)on- 
toon  bridge  at  Little  Eock.  But  I find  I cannot  tow  up  coal  this  high 
to  supply  the  gunboats.  All  the  transports  I have  fully  supplied  with 
axes  to  cut  wood,  but  gunboats  cannot  burn  wood,  and  must  have  coal. 
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Tlie  river  above  Clarendon  is  so  crooked  that  it  is  with  great  difficulty 
that  the  large  boats  can  turn  the  Ix^nds,  and  I have  not  enough  small 
ones. 

As  your  instructions  have  always  been  to  lend  any  possible  aid  to 
the  movements  on  the  Mississippi  Eiver,I  will  obey  the  request  of  Gen- 
eral McClernand  for  General  Fisk’s  brigade,  and  hold  Clarendon  and 
Saint  Charles,  the  former  only  being  15  miles  by  laud  from  this  bluff, 
and  no  force  dare  venture  to  hold  this  place,  as  Clarendon  seriously 
imperils  their  right  flank  and  the  railroad  in  their  rear. 

Much,  general,  has  been  accomplished  by  this  move.  All  the  enemy 
have  abandoned  the  east  side  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  and  left  the  whole 
of  Eastern  Arkansas  free  of  rebel  forces. 

I assure  you  our  fleet  looked  formidable,  whether  it  was  so  or  not, 
and  has  caused  all  the  people  in  this  section  to  give  up  hope  of  its  being 
held  by  the  rebels  again. 

I am,  general,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  GOEMAN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Post, 
Helena,  Arl^.,  January  18,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : General  Gorman  reached  and  captured  Saint  Charles  on 
the  14th ; the  enemy  evacuated  on  the  day  before,  carrying  their  guns 
up  the  river  on  board  the  steamer  Blue  Wing.  They  had  two  large 
guns  and  four  sm?dl  ones.  General  Gorman  proceeded  toward  Devall’s 
Bluff. 

I have  heard  nothing  from  the  cavalry  expedition  under  Colonel 
Clayton.  I presume  they  reached  Clarendon,  as  they  had  not  arrived 
at  Saint  Charles  when  General  Gorman  wrote  me. 

General  Grant  passed  down  yesterday.  He  advised  me  to  repair  the 
levee  here  as  soon  as  possible.  We  have  1,000  sick  men  in  hospital ; 
200  of  these  will  never  be  fit  for  duty,  and  should  be  discharged.  I 
find  much  room  for  reform.  In  many  respects  the  public  business  has 
been  extravagantly  managed. 

I have  issued,  and  will  enforce,  stringent  orders  to  rid  this  post  of  a 
host  of  mule  and  horse  thieves  who  infest  it. 

I would  be  glad  to  have  this  post  designated  the  District  of  Helena. 
I would  then  know  the  extent  of  my  authority. 

I have  50  men,  paroled  prisoners,  captured  before  January  1,  1863. 
Are  they  exchanged;  and  will  they  be  returned  to  duty  without  formal 
official  order  from  department  headquarters  ? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CYEUS  BUSSEY, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

DevalVs  Bluff,  Ark.,  January  18,  1863. 

Major-General  McClernand, 

Coynmanding,  &g.  : 

General:  I have  taken  and  occupy  this  point.  Here  the  Little 
Eock  and  Memphis  Eailroad  terminates,  and  is  in  good  running  order. 
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They  have  2 locomotives,  2 passenger  cars,  and  12  platform  cars ; 3 of 
the  latter  we  have  here.  I captured  here  two  8-inch  columhiads  in 
good  order,  with  the  carriages  complete  j 90  new  Enfield  rifles,  and  25 
prisoners. 

Our  approach  was  sudden  and  rapid,  and  on  arriving  in  sight  two 
companies  of  infantry  were  here  busily  engaged  in  getting  the  two  large 
guns  on  the  cars.  They  ran  at  once  and  scattered  into  the  woods.  My 
infantry,  which  had  been  landed  below  and  sent  to  their  rear,  caught 
all  except  those  who  took  the  Des  Arc  road  and  concealed  themselves 
in  the  woods.  My  cavalry  landed  at  once  and  penetrated  the  country 
7 miles  on  the  Little  Eock  road,  until  the  mud  and  water  became 
utterly  impassable. 

I started  a gunboat  and  some  infantry  early  this  morning  up  the 
river  to  Des  Arc,  where  I hope  to  capture  a train  engaged  in  transport- 
ing supplies  to  Little  Eock,  and,  perhaps,  a quantity  of  corn,  oats,  and 
other  forage. 

Hindman,  with  his  forces,  is  at  Little  Eock,  arriving  there  last  Mon- 
day. General  Henry  [E.]  McCulloch  is  believed  to  be  at  Pine  Bluff. 

General  Hawes,  with  three  regiments  of  cavalry  and  six  pieces  of 
light  artillery,  was  ordered  to  re-enforce  Post  Arkansas,  and  started  last 
Sunday  on  a forced  march,  but  only  got  as  far  as  Hick^s  railroad  sta- 
tion, Avithin  3 miles  of  Brownsville,  and  is  supposed  now  to  be  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Arkansas. 

All  the  forces  of  the  enemy,  except  two,  or,  possibly  three,  companies 
of  bushwhackers,  are  now  west  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  and  the  people 
are  running  their  stock  and  negroes  toward  Texas;  and  it  is  quite  sure 
their  army  do  not  intend  to  fight  at  Little  Eock  if  they  are  not  able  to 
check  our  forces  at  Pine  Bluff*,  which  they  do  not  seem  to  think  they 
can  do. 

If  it  were  possible  for  me  to  get  cavalry  across  this  low,  marshy 
country  to  Brownsville  and  Little  Eock,  I would  start  them  at  once ; 
but  this  is  utterly  impracticable.  The  snow  is  now  4 or  5 inches  deep, 
and  melting,  and  the  Grand  Prairie  is  a vast  sheet  of  water,  precluding 
the  least  hope  of  getting  across  to  Little  Eock  Avith  infantry,  artillery, 
or  caAmlry,  until  tbe  rainy  season  is  over,  and  the  country,  which  is  a 
vast  leA^el  ifiain,  dries  off*.  If  it  were  possible  to  get  cavalry  across  this 
prairie,  the  enemy  would  cut  the  bridges  over  the  Bayou  Meto,  and 
other  smaller  streams,  now  swollen  to  overflow,  and  stop  us  there. 

I am  greatly  at  loss  to  know  how  I am  to  get  my  1,200  cavalry  back 
to  Heleua,  or  out  to  the  Mississippi  Eiver.  Since  they  arrived  at  Clar- 
endon, the  rain  and  snow  has  fallen  to  such  an  extent  as  to  fill  the  vast 
bayous,  lakes,  and  little  rivers  to  such  proportions  as  to  make  it  a 
serious  question  whether  I shall  be  able  to  save  the  horses,  as  I have 
not  sufficient  transportation  to  take  them  out  by  wafer,  and  forage  can- 
not be  had,  owing  to  like  causes,  except  by  the  river.  If  General  Eisk 
is  taken  from  me,  I will  be  compelled  to  leave  this  point  and  go  below, 
as  I shall  be  so  crippled  as  to  leave  me  utterly  powerless.  I have  been 
crippled  by  the  Avithdrawal  of  one  regiment  to  Eew  Madrid,  and  one 
at  Memphis.  I then,  unexpectedly,  was  required  to  leaA-e  a garrison 
at  Helena  of  2,000  men.  I haA^e  left  a regiment  of  800  infantry,  two 
companies  of  cavalry,  and  a battery  at  Saint  Charles,  and  now  I am 
called  on  to  i)art  with  my  largest  brigade,  at  least  3,500  strong,  making 
in  all  a draft  of  6,400  men  on  me,  leaving  me  less  than  5,000  eff'ective 
men.  I will  be  down  at  once  to  see  you. 

I have  not  heard  a word  from  General  Curtis  about  parting  with  tbe 
force  you  ask,  but  if  any  immediate  move  is  to  be  made  to  Vicksburg, 
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I will  not  hesitate  to  order  General  Fisk  to  report  to  yon  at  once,  as  I 
cannot  get  to  Little  Rock  from  this  point  at  present,  and,  perhaps,  not 
before  the  spring  rains  are  over.  General  Curtis  ordered  me  to  remain 
at  Helena  until  I was  re-enforced  by  General  Fisk,  because  I was  not 
strong  enough  to  move  here  or  anywhere  else,  and  now  I will  be  com- 
pelled to  withdraw  to  Saint  Charles,  and,  perhaps,  to  Napoleon  or 
Helena  5 yet  it  is  true  that  I can  do  nothing  here  at  present.  General 
Fisk  will  get  down  as  soon  as  possible. 

I am,  general,  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  GORMAN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


War  Hepartivient, 
Washington,  January  19, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies,  Columbus,  Ky. : 

If  you  have  been  relieved  by  General  Grant,  you  will  report  for  duty 
to  General  Curtis  at  Saint  Louis. 


H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Hdqrs.  3d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camjg  Curtis,  Arlc.,  January  19,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

Sir  : I have  just  received  a dispatch  from  General  Schofield,  dated 
Huntsville,  Ark.,  19th  instant,  informing  me  that,  under  orders  from 
you,  I am  to  report  directly  to  you  as  commander  of  the  Eighth  and 
Ninth  Districts. 

I have  ordered  my  adjutant.  Lieutenant  Gallaher,  to  forward  at  once 
a consolidated  morning  report  of  date,  in  addition  to  the  tri-monthly  re- 
ports that  have  to  be  made,  so  that  you  may  be  advised  of  the  condition 
of  my  forces  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  As  soon  as  I receive  re- 
ports of  the  condition  of  affairs  at  Fayetteville  I will  report  it.  I started 
my  supply  train  to  Fort  Scott.  The  supply  of  commissaries’  stores  left 
with  me  is  inadequate,  but  I am  running  two  little  water  mills  and 
thrashing  wheat,  and  expect,  by  giving  part  rations  of  sugar,  coffee,  salt, 
&c.,  to  make  supplies  last  until  the  train  gets  back.  I was  directed  by 
written  orders  from  General  Schofield  to  hold  the  line  of  Arkansas 
River  and  subsist  the  destitute  Cherokees  and  other  destitute  citizens. 
In  the  Indian  Nation  there  is  no  forage  and  little  food.  Every  scout  I 
send  toward  Ark^sas  River  costs  just  so  much  horse-flesh.  Still,  I 
shall  endeavor,  if  possible,  to  keep  the  enemy  over  the  Arkansas  River 
until  I go  forward  and  occupy  it  in  the  early  spring. 

There  are  several  other  matters  of  importance  connected  with  the 
Indian  portion  of  my  command  requiring  the  profound  and  earnest  at- 
tention of  the  Government.  I shall  send  separate  communications  under 
the  separate  heads  accompanying  this  report.  I have  been  informed 
that  a party  of  Indians,  said  to  be  Pawnees  (I  suspect  Osages),  are  on 
Grand  River.  I have  sent  a small  scout  to  watch  them  and  report  what 
they  are  and  what  they  are  reallj^  doing.  As  they  are  90  miles  off’,  I 
sent  no  force.  In  fact,  I shall  not  divide  my  force,  unless  ordered  to  do 
so,  until  I know  what  has  become  of  Marmaduke.  My  forces  are  barely 
adequate  to  take  him,  even  if  I keep  them  together,  and  I am  keeping 
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scouts  out  north  and  northeast  and  watching  for  him,  so  as  to  take  him 
in  if  he  comes  this  way.  In  watching  for  Marmaduke  1 have  been  pre- 
vented from  doing  several  other  things  1 desire  to  do. 

In  being  ordered  to  supply  the  distress  of  the  Indian  Nation,  a task 
of  no  common  magnitude  is  imposed.  In  spite  of  the  large  numbers  that 
have  left,  of  course  the  larger  portion  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  estimated 
at  2,500,  are  still  in  the  Nation.  Last  summer  was  one  of  drought  and 
reduced  crops.  The  men  were  in  either  army,  and  few  were  left  to  till 
the  soil.  The  armies  of  General  Cooper,  expecting  the  second  attack  to 
be  through  the  Nation  or  down  Grand  Eiver,  destroyed  all  crops,  as  a 
scheme  of  military  policy.  The  Army  of  the  Frontier  went  down  within 
Arkansas,  and  so  far  has  subsisted;  but,  owing  to  the  causes  enumer- 
ated, the  Nation  is  little  short  of  a desert.  During  my  last  expedition, 
when  I burned  Fort  Davis,  I had  to  subsist  my  horses  principally  on 
wheat  in  sheaf,  and  sometimes  I had  to  march  40  miles  to  get  that,  and 
I had  all  the  information  as  to  sutiplies  that  could  be  obtained. 

I shall  keep  communication  open  with  General  Schofield  as  long  as  I 
can  reach  him. 

Colonel  Harrison  is  at  Fayetteville,  where  there  is  a hospital.  Besides 
his  reports,  I have  desired  him  to  furnish  a report  of  the  condition  of 
the  sick  and  wounded  at  Fayetteville  and  other  matters  of  moment.  I 
have  urged  him  not  to  leave  Fayetteville  unless  positively  driven  away, 
and  that,  if  necessary,  I would  sujiport  him  until  your  orders  were  re- 
ceived; to  scout  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  so  as  not  to  be  taken  by 
surprise,  and  to  send  secret  scouts  to  Clarksville  or  any  point  on  the 
Arkansas  Eiver  where  the  enemy  may  have  forces,  and  to  ascertain, 
as  I have  directed  my  own  scouts  to  ascertain,  where  they  get  their 
supplies  and  what  transportation  they  have. 

The  winter,  which  so  long  held  off,  has  set  in  in  earnest ; snow  three 
days  ago;  thermometer  four  degrees  below  zero  here;  for  two  days  it  has 
rained  or  sleeted,  having  moderated  somewhat,  but  the  country  here  is 
saturated  with  water,  and  all  movements,  of  course,  retarded. 

I shall  inclose  a copy  of  the  orders  I have  received  from  General  Scho- 
field, affecting  my  geueral  movements.  I shall  send  the  following  docu- 
ments: First,  a report  of  the  peculiar  features  and  character  of  and 
present  condition  of  the  Indian  command ; second,  a report  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Nation;  third,  a report  in  reference  to  negotiations  with 
rebels  now  in  the  Indian  country.  Colonel  McIntosh  and  others,  which 
is,  of  course,  to  some  extent  secret,  and,  fourth,  a statement  of  what  may 
be  necessary  for  an  early  spring  movement,  or  an  immediate  movement, 
that  would  be  of  greater  service,  no  matter  who  may  have  the  command. 

Awaiting  your  orders,  I remain,  with  profound  respect, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Third  Brigade^  Army^of  the  Frontier. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Hdqrs.  3d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  Curtis^  January  19,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

Sir  : I desire  to  report  the  peculiar  features,  character,  and  present 
condition  of  the  three  Indian  regiments.  My  close  connection  with  them 
in  active  service  during  tbe  past  nine  months  has  given  me  opportunities 
to  judge,  and  1 submit  a rei)ort  as  brief  as  it  can  be  made,  believing  it 
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is  necessary  to  give  the  Government  a clear  idea  of  the  nature  and  wants 
of  this  branch  of  the  service. 

1st.  The  First  Indian  Kegiment  is  of  Creeks,  mustered  at  Leroy.  The 
only  white  officers  at  first  were  field  officers.  The  regiment  did  some 
service  in  June  and  July  5 it  became  badly  demoralized  for  want  of 
sufficient  and  competent  officers;  partially  broke  up  in  August;  was 
collected  in  October,  and  had  white  first  lieutenants  mustered,  under 
General  Blunt’s  order.  Some  300  or  400  of  the  regiment,  who  had 
gone  to  Leroy  in  August,  and  who  had  refused  to  leave  it,  got  down 
with  the  train  just  at  the  time  the  Army  of  the  Frontier  was  rebrigaded. 
The  regiment  has  drilled  very  little;  are  indifferently  informed  as  to 
their  duties. 

These  Creeks  are  about  equal  in  scale  of  intelligence  to  the  Delawares 
of  Kansas ; they  are  inferior  to  the  Cherokees.  They  are  now  in  bad 
shape,  get  out  their  details  slowly,  sometimes  desert  a post,  or  a party 
when  sent  on  duty;  yet  I would  be  lacking  in  my  duty  to  them  or  the 
Government  if  I failed  to-  say  that,  with  one  or  two  good  field  officers, 
military  men,  and  two,  or  even  three,  company  officers,  they  could  be  made 
very  eflective.  Ko  party  of  them  should  be  sent  without  a competent 
officer.  Their  own  officers  are,  with  few  exceptions,  useless,  but  there 
are  one  or  two  men  of  influence  amongst  the  captains,  brave  fighters  in 
the  field,  and  of  influence  not  to  be  overlooked.  This  Creek  regiment 
gives  me  much  more  concern  than  either  of  the  others. 

2d.  The  Second  Eegiment  originally  consisted  of  Osages,  Quapaws, 
&c.,  and,  when  it  got  into  the  Cherokee  Kation,  finally  of  Cherokees.  The 
Osages,  who  were  neither  more  nor  less  than  savages  and  thieves,  who 
brought  the  whole  Indian  command  into  disgrace,  were  finally  mustered 
out  during  one  of  their  periodic  desertions,  which  fortunately  happened 
at  pay  time.  So  of  the  Quapaws  and  other  broken  fragments  of  tribes 
that  were  little  better.  Under  General  Blunt’s  orders,  I recruited  for 
the  Second  Indian  Eegiment,  and  its  numbers  have  been  brought  up  to 
its  present  status  (see  reports)  from  Cherokees,  half-breeds,  and  whites. 
Last  summer  the  regiment  drilled  but  little;  lately  it  has  improved  in 
that  respect.  It  still  lacks  necessary  officers,  but  is  in  a fair  way  to  make 
a useful  force. 

3d.  The  Third  Indian  Eegiment,  which  was  my  own,  rejoined  after  its 
organization,  was  literally  taken  from  the  enemy,  and  was  the  heaviest 
blow  dealt  in  the  Southwest  last  summer.  Profiting  by  the  experience 
of  the  first  two  regiments,  it  was  organized  by  General  Blunt’s  orders,  at 
my  suggestion,  with  first  lieutenants  and  orderly  sergeants  picked  out  of 
the  white  regiments  in  the  field.  I endeavored  to  secure  active,  intelli- 
gent men,  conversant  with  their  duties  as  soldiers,  or  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  just  so  far  as  I succeeded  in  this  the  result  has  been  favor- 
able. Unless  when  on  actual  march,  the  regiment  had  dress  parade 
every  evening,  and  drill  and  officers’  schools  every  day.  The  result  is 
that  it  is  as  well  drilled  as  many  white  regiments  that  have  been  a longer 
time  in  the  service.  The  regiment  has  done  a great  deal  of  active  serv- 
ice, besides  innumerable  scouts  and  skirmishes.  They  were  for  two 
hours  and  forty  minutes  under  hot  musketry  and  finally  artillery  fire  at 
Newtonia.  They  participated  at  Fort  Wayne,  Cane  Hill,  Dutch  Mills, 
Prairie  Grove,  and  other  engagements.  This  is  the  only  Indian  regi- 
ment that  is  really  a success  so  far,  although  the  Second  undoubtedly 
will  be,  but  there  are  several  errors  in  its  organization,  and  some  few  of 
this  command  and  also  the  Third  absent  themselves  without  leave, 
which  is  a chronic  Indian  weakness. 

The  error  in  all  the  Indian  regiments  has  been  in  not  mustering  the 
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captains  or  white  officers  to  be  fully  responsible  for  property,  and  to  see 
orders  carried  out.  I take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  the  necessary 
officers  for  an  Indian  company  are,  the  captain  (first  lieutenant  might  be 
an  Indian)  and  second  lieutenant  white  men ; or,  better  yet,  the  captain 
a white  man,  first  lieutenant  a white  man,  second  lieutenant  an  Indian, 
and  orderly  sergeant  a white  man.  The  white  men  to  be  selected  from  the 
volunteer  army,  or  from  men  who  thoroughly  understand  military  duties, 
and  who  will  work  hard.  It  is  a blunder  to  put  men  of  poor  ability  in 
an  Indian  regiment.  It  requires  character,  so  that  the  Indians  will 
respect  him,  and  a thorough  knowledge  of  military  duties.  In  a white 
company,  if  the  captain  and  lieutenants  are  ignorant,  perhaps  some 
privates  in  the  company  can  run  it,  but  an  Indian  company  improperly 
officered  is  in  a frightful  mess. 

The  officers  in  an  Indian  regiment  have  to  work  very  hard  to  get 
things  in  shape.  The  besetting  sin  of  Indians  is  laziness.  They  are 
brave  as  death,  active  to  fight,  but  lazy.  They  ought  invariably  to  be 
mounted  5 they  make  poor  infantry,  but  first-class  mounted  riflemen. 

The  Third  Eegiment,  most  of  the  Second,  and  half  of  the  First  en- 
tered the  service  with  their  own  horses ; were  paid  as  infantry,  but 
foraged  and  shod  by  department  order  of  General  Blunt.  Their  horses 
have  nearly"  all  been  used  up  in  the  service.  At  this  time  the  stock  is 
very  poor. 

The  Third  Indian  Eegiment  is  of  twelve  companies  mounted  riflemen, 
and  has  two  howitzers  attached.  They  are  only  paid  as  infantry,  but 
used  as  mounted  men.  About  100  of  them  are  on  foot,  as  their  horses 
have  died  in  the  service.  To  be  efficient  they  ought  to  be  mounted  on 
Government  horses  in  the  spring.  The  Third  is  armed  with  Mississippi 
and  Prussian  rifles.  The  Second,  Prussian  rifles  and  muskets,  and  the 
First  with  hunting  rifles,  and  have  to  mold  their  bullets. 

ISTothing  but  active  steps  to  supply  necessary  orders  can  save  the  First 
Indian  Eegiment  from  utter  demoralization.  My  orders  to  drill  are 
disregarded.  As  I compel  the  regiments  to  draw  on  consolidated  pro- 
vision returns,  I have  difficulty  in  getting  reports  from  them.  I am 
much  embarrassed,  as  arrestiug  all  the  officers  of  a regiment  is  not  to 
be  thought  of,  and  permitting  it  to  run  loose  has  a bad  effect  on  the  rest. 
I earnestly  desire  instructions  and  necessary  authority  to  myself  or  some 
others,  in  the  mean  time  I shall  do  the  best  I can. 


With  great  respect. 


WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Third  Brigade, 

[Sub-Tncloaures.] 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Brigade,  First  Division, 


Army  of  the  Frontier, 
Camp  Curtis,  Arlc.,  January  14,  1863. 


No.  6. 


I.  Commanders  of  regiments,  battalions,  and  batteries  will  be  held 
responsible  for  keeping  the  men  of  their  command  within  camp.  Nlo 
man  must  leave  camp  but  under  orders,  or  with  a pass  signed  by  his 
company  and  regimental  commander  and  aj)proved  at  these  headquar- 
ters. 

II.  Any  person  found  foraging  for  himself  without  orders  will  be  at 
once  arrested.  All  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers  and 
guards  are  specially  charged  with  this  duty.  When  arrested  they  will 
be  reported  to  the  ])rovost-marshal  for  punishment,  and  in  every  case 
the  article  or  articles  they  have  taken  shall  be  handed  over  to  the  regi- 
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mental  commissary  of  the  regiment  or  command  to  which  the  party 
arresting  belongs,  for  distribution  as  public  stores. 

III.  In  accordance  with  general  orclers  already  issued  from  the  War 
Department  and  Department  of  the  Missouri,  it  is  ordered  that  all  con- 
traband stock  taken  from  the  enemy  be  turned  over  to  the  brigade  quar- 
termaster, who  shall  brand,  take  charge  of,  and  have  the  same  used  as 
Government  property.  Every  head  of  cattle  taken  by  any  officer  or 
soldier  shall  immediately  be  reported  to  the  quartermaster,  who  will 
keep  an  account,  which  shall  indicate  the  exact  place  where  taken,  de- 
scription, and  name  of  owner,  or,  if  unknown,  shall  so  mark  it  j and 
said  books  shall  indicate  whether  vouchers  have  been  issued  or  money 
paid  for  them,  and  the  amount,  and  the  brigade  commissary,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a properly  authorized  contractor,  shall  have  such  stock  turned 
over  to  him  by  the  quartermaster,  for  beef,  as  needed. 

lY.  The  brigade  forage-master  and  regimental  quartermaster  shall 
keep  an  account  of  all  forage  taken  by  foraging  parties,  or  taken  into 
their  regiments ; said  accounts  will  indicate  where  taken,  and  for  what 
voucher  or  pay  have  been  given.  No  foraging  party  shall  leave  camp 
save  in  command  of  a commissioned  officer,  who  shall  not  permit  the 
men  to  straggle,  and  who  shall  be  held  accountable  for  the  conduct  of 
his  command.  He  will,  on  his  return,  hand  in  an  account  of  forage 
taken  to  these  headquarters,  to  be  in  writing,  certified  by  him. 

V.  All  citizens  shall  be  kept  out  of  camp  until  permission  has  been 
given  them  to  enter.  They  will  be  stopped  by  the  pickets,  and  de- 
tained there  until  the  provost-marshal  be  apprised  of  their  presence, 
names,  and  business. 

YI.  Commanders  of  regiments,  battalions,  and  batteries  will  see  that 
all  the  men  of  their  respective  commands,  reported  for  duty,  and  at  the 
time  in  camp,  are  i)resent  at  drill  and  parade.  Company  drill,  10  o’clock ; 
battalion  drill,  11  o’clock  j dress  parade,  4 o’clock ; regimental  school 
of  commissioned  officers,  7 to  8 o’clock,  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and 
Fridays ; company  school  of  non-commissioned  officers,  7 to  8 o’clock, 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Saturdays ; Sunday,  inspection  and  dress 
parade  in  the  afternoon  j no  drill.  These  schools  are  enjoined  to  give 
their  earliest  attention  to  all  the  details  of  guard  duty. 

Yll.  Commanders  of  regiments  and  battalions  are  ordered  to  report 
the  number  of  horses  for  duty  in  each  company,  and  no  others  are  to  be 
supplied  with  forage. 

YIII.  On  the  request  of  commanders  of  regiments,  an  additional  wagon 
or  wagons  shall  be  sent  out  for  forage  for  food  for  refugees,  to  be  issued 
to  them  by  the  forage-master,  in  quantities  that  shall  insure  of  its  not 
being  wasted. 

By  order  of  William  A.  Phillips,  colonel  commanding: 

WILLIAM  GALLAHEB, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Aeting  Assistant  Adjui ant- General. 

Special  Orders,  I Hdqrs.  Third  Brigade,  First  Division, 

> army  of  the  Frontier, 

No.  12.  ) Camp  Curtis^  Ark.^  January  15,  18G3. 

I.  It  is  ordered  that  the  senior  white  officer  in  any  company  of  an  In- 
dian regiment  be  held  fully  accountable  for  the  getting  out  of  details, 
roll-calls,  drills,  and  for  the  performance  of  every  other  duty  as  com- 
manding officer ; and  each  company  of  such  regiment  shall  at  once  be 
put  in  such  a condition  as  shall  insure  greater  promptitude  in  reporting 
details.  This  order  is  not  to  be  construed  as  relieving  any  Indian  officer 
of  any  duty  he  is  capable  of  performing. 
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II.  Details,  when  “immediate,’^  must  take  no  longer  time  to  get  out 
the  men  than  five  minutes  for  footmen  and  ten  minutes  for  mounted 
men  from  the  moment  the  order  is  served  on  the  officer,  which  may 
he  verbally  or  in  writing  by  the  adjutant,  sergeant-major,  or  on  order 
of  a commanding  officer. 

III.  All  details  must  be  made  impartially,  or  in  order,  from  those  re- 
ported for  duty,  and  those  reported  not  for  duty  shall  draw  only  hospital 
rations  by  a medical  officer,  in  such  amount  as  may  be  allowed  by  the 
colonel  commanding.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  senior  white  officer  of 
the  company,  when  a man  detailed  for  duty  has  not  reported  promptly, 
to  put  him  on  a list,  which  must  be  handed  in  each  time  a consolidated 
provision  return  is  sent  up,  and  such  parties  shall  draw  no  coffee  or 
sugar  for  such  term  of  days  as  in  return  5 and  such  persons  shall  go  in 
a mess  by  themselves,  and  this  punishment  shall  not  relieve  them  from 
other  punishment  or  the  necessity  of  doing  extra  duty. 

IV.  Whenever  an  Indian  officer,  lieutenant  or  captain,  refuses  to  obey 
the  order  of  the  senior  white  officer  in  getting  out  details,  or  doing  any 
necessary  or  legitimate  duty,  he  will  be  reported  to  his  regimental  com- 
mander, and  through  him  to  these  headquarters. 

Y.  And  it  is  further  ordered  that  whenever  any  Indian  captain  or 
senior  officer  shall  notify  the  commander  of  his  regiment  that  he  is  com- 
petent for  the  business  and  responsibility  of  his  company,  and  is  desir- 
ous of  fully  assuming  it,  he  shall  be  authorized  to  do  so,  and  that  he 
shall  after  such  time  be  so  held  accountable. 

By  order  of  AVilliam  A.  Phillqis,  colonel  commanding  Third  Brigade : 

WILLIAM  GALLAHEB, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Special  Orders,  ^ IIdqrs.  Third  Brigade,  First  Division, 

> Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Ko.  19.  ) Cam]g  Curtis,,  January  18,  1803. 

I.  As  it  has  been  found  bj"  repeated  experience  that  Indian  soldiers 
and  officers  get  liquor  when  sutlers  have  it,  even  when  they  do  not  sell 
it  to  them,  it  is  hereby  ordered  thaf  no  sutler  in  the  Third  Brigade 
shall  be  permitted  to  have  or  to  keep  in  his  possession  any  intoxicat- 
ing liquor,  and  any  sutler  found  with  any  article  of  that  kind  after 
this  date  shall  be  liable  to  have  his  whole  establishment  confiscated. 

II.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  all  officers,  commissioned  or  non-commis- 
sioned, immediately  to  report  to  these  headquarters  any  knowledge 
which  may  come  into  their  possession  relative  to  liquor  of  any  kind 
being  in  or  near  camp.  The  efficiency  and  existence  of  the  Indian  com- 
mand depends  on  the  enforcement  of  this  order,  and  an  especial  appeal 
for  it  is  made  to  all  officers. 

By  order  of  William  A.  Phillips,  colonel  commanding  Third  Brigade : 

WILLIAM  GALLAHER, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclofure  Xo.  2.] 

Hdqrs.  3d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  Curtis.,  Arlc.j  January  19,  1863. 

Major  General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

Sir:  As  my  orders  direct  me  to  ‘‘subsist,  as  far  as  possible,  des- 
titute Indians  iu  the  Nation,”  I desire  to  state  its  condition.  Some 
time  ago  Major  Foreman,  and  a battalion  of  the  Third  Indian  Regi- 
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ment,  was  ordered  by  General  Blunt  to  Neosho.  It  was  on  the  route 
of  supply  from  Fort  Scott,  which  was  then  partially  guarded.  Major 
Foreman  is  still  there  with  his  force  (see  reports).  He  moved  down  a 
number  of  Cherokee  families  from  the  Drywood,  and  Neosho,  which 
had  been  partially  abandoned,  is  densely  peopled.  The  bulk  of  the 
Cherokee  people  are  still  in  the  Nation.  Since  our  recent  movements, 
and  since  the  rebels  were  driven  toward  the  Canadian  Eiver,  many 
rebel  families  have  fled  with  thern  and  after  them,  to  escape  starva- 
tion. 

There  is  not  to-day  half  enough  food  to  do  the  people  now  in  the 
Nation.  I am  running  Hildebrand’s  Mill,  and  when  I get  some  flour 
and  meal  shall  send  it  to  Tahlequah,  Park  Hill,  and  Fort  Gibson,  to  pre- 
vent the  people  now  in  want  from  starving.  I shall  send  400  men  with 
the  party  the  moment  I can  spare  them,  and  this  party,  besides  escort- 
ing and  "delivering  the  breadstuffs,  can  keep  the  enemy  over  the  river. 
The  opening  season  comes  early  in  the  Indian  Nation.  To  escape 
drought,  planting  should  begin  in  March.  The  Nation  is  nearly  desti- 
tute of  seed ; the  Government  or  the  charitable  should  supply  it  early, 
or  all  this  people  will  be  dependent  on  us  another  year.  I beg  leave  to 
submit  my  own  plan,  and  it  may  be  of  service  should  I be  superseded 
by  another.  It  is  to  have  at  least  200  or  300  wagons  with  supplies 
ready  at  Fort  Scott  at  the  close  of  February,  so  that  the  command, 
refugees  and  all,  should  move  forward  rapidly  in  a few  days  to  Fort  Gib- 
son. Besides  seed  for  the  people,  the  train  should  carry  commissaries’ 
[stores]  and  ammunition  for  the  whole  command  for  at  least  forty  days, 
with  some  surplus  rations  to  issue  to  the  destitute  and  to  the  soldiers 
to  be  brought  over  from  the  rebel  ranks,  the  Choctaws  and  Creeks, 
under  McIntosh.  With  such  supplies  and  a rapid  movement,  the  coun- 
try could  be  occupied  in  early  spring.  There  are  plenty  of  beef-cattle 
in  the  valley  of  the  Arkansas.  The  train  could  bring  supplies,  and  in 
the  mean  time  enough  could  be  done  to  thoroughly  redeem  the  Nation. 

I disapprove  of  covering  more  country  than  we  can  hold,  or  of  invit- 
ing people  to  show  their  devotion  to  the  Government  until  we  can  pro- 
tect them  from  the  consequences  of  such  manifestation. 

I am  ordered  to  draw  my  supplies  from  Fort  Scott.  The  line  can  be 
maintained,  but  will  require  some  force  to  sustain  it.  Besides  the 
Cherokee  Nation,  the  Creek  Nation  is  destitute  of  seed ; seeds  of  all 
kind  will  be  needed.  The  families  at  Neosho  and  the  Creek  families 
in  Kansas  will  need  transportation  to  move  them  into  the  Nation.  Un- 
less the  Government  makes  up  its  mind  to  subsist  them  another  year, 
they  ought  to  be  sent  home  early. 

All  of  which  I submit,  with  profound  respect. 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Third  Brigade^  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

[Inclosure  Xo.  3.] 

Hdqes.  3d  Beig.,  1st  Div.,  Aemy  of  the  Feontiee, 

Camp  Curtis^  Ar/c.,  January  19,  1863. 

Major-General  Cuetis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

SiE : I desire  to  report  in  reference  to  certain  negotiations  with  per- 
sons now  in  the  rebel  service  in  the  Indian  Nation.  During  my  expedi- 
tion at  the  close  of  the  year,  I crossed  the  Arkansas  Eiver  and  burned 
Fort  Davis,  and  opened  negotiations  with  Colonel  McIntosh  and  the 
rebel  Creeks,  and  also  the  rebel  Choctaws,  I did  so  because  I ascer- 
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tained  that  Colonel  McIntosh,  who  is  an  honorable  gentleman,  was 
really  sick  of  the  rebel  service,  and  had  always  been  a lukewarm  sup- 
porter of  it.  The  rebel  Choctaws,  the  only  Indians  that  have  done  real 
hard  fighting  for  the  rebels,  are  dissatisfied  and  disgusted,  and  could  be 
brought  over  by  jiroper  effort.  To  open  the  Indian  Nation  and  clear  the 
w^ay  to  Texas  through  a country  of  friends  I concluded  was  a wise  and 
true  policy.  I submit  what  has  been  done,  and  await  orders. 

I burned  Fort  Davis,  to  root  the  rebel  army  out  of  “ house  and  home,” 
on  the  south  bank  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  and  as  an  exhibit  of  power 
to  affect  the  Indians.  It  was  no  mere  wanton  destruction.  I treated 
the  private  property  of  even  rebels  scrupulously,  so  as  to  pave  the  way 
for  uegotiations,  and  spared  the  house  of  Colonel  McIntosh,  near  Fort 
Davis,  although  sold  by  him  to  the  rebel  Government,  through  Albert 
Pike.  In  a note  to  him  I told  him  I spared  the  house  as  private  prop- 
erty, not^  regarding  the  sale.  Of  course,  you  will  understand  that  I acted 
in  the  premises  merely  with  the  necessary  delicacy  required  to  facilitate 
negotiations.  I had  no  personal  interview  with  Colonel  McIntosh.  I 
had  an  interview  with  two  of  his  intimate  friends,  and  would  have  met 
him  at  10  o’clock  next  day,  but  at  12  o’clock  at  night  I got  General 
. Blunt’s  order  to  hurry  down  the  Arkansas  to  guard  his  flank,  and  started 
at  12.30,  and  marched  50  miles  before  next  night.  I dissuaded  Colonel 
McIntosh  from  making  an  immediate  demonstration  for  the  Govern- 
ment. I foresaw  that  the  scarcity  of  all  forage  and  eatables  might  render 
it  impossible  that  [we?]  could  be  close  to  him  before  spring,  and  the  ex- 
perience of  the  Cherokees  satisfied  me  that  it  was  as  unwise  as  cruel 
to  invite  such  a demonstration  before  we  could  protect  it.  From  what 
I did, and  tried  to  do,  I am  satisfied  that  what  we  do  with  the  Choctaws 
must  be  by  second  class  men  and  the  people  themselves  j and  yet  every- 
thing can  be  done  by  proper  management.  It  requires  an  exhibit  of 
power.  Our  ow  n soldiers  should  be  well  clad  and  fed,  and  proper  meas- 
ures furnished  to  clothe  and  take  care  of  those  who  may  be  taken  into 
the  service.  A little  means  judiciously  applied  can  accomplish  a great 
deal. 

Besides  these  facts,  I have  had  communication  with  several  iiarties 
w ho  belong  to  a secret  Union  league  in  Western  Texas.  This  is  a sig- 
nificant matter.  Captain  [F.  W.]  Miner,  now  a prominent  member  of 
Cooper’s  staff,  is  an  influential  member  of  it.  More  than  half  of  the 
men  and  officers  of  Colonel  [J.  G.j  Stevens’  (and  [A.  M.]  Alexander’s)- 
Texas  regiment  belong  to  it.  The  same  is  true  of  other  regiments. 

Into  whatever  hands  the  management  of  these  very  delicate  matters 
may  fall,  let  me  entreat  you  to  preserve  with  the  strictest  secrecy  what 
I now  communicate.  It  is,  and  ought  to  remain,  a Government  secret. 

I shall  be  happy  to  communicate  anything  further  that  I know  or 
may  learn,  and  remain,  with  great  respect, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Third  Brigade,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


Camp  opposite  Forsyth,  Mo., 

January  19,  1863. 

General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier  : 

General  : We  arriv'ed  here  at  12  o’clock  this  day.  I met  Captain 
Julian,  Fourteenth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  at  Forsyth,  with 
dispatches  for  you;  the  bearer  also  has  disiiatches  for  yoq;  and  I have 
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directed  them  to  proceed  toward  Cassville,  thinking"  that  they  would 
reach  you.  The  river  is  2 feet  past  fording.  The  ferry-boat  is  still 
here,  and  I will  have  it  put  in  order  and  cross  the  division  as  soon  as 
possible.  Shall  await  your  orders  at  Forsyth.  Will  suffer  for  bread- 
stuffs  in  a few  days  unless  we  get  some;  also  beef.  Forage  is  scarce, 
yet  we  will  be  able  to  subsist  the  animals  for  a few  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  O.  GOWER, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Third  Division. 


Headquarters, 
Warrenshurg,  January  19,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Loan, 

Commanding  District  of  Central  Missouri : 

General  : QuantrilPs  band  has  again  returned,  said  to  number  in 
all  from  200  to  500  men.  One  squad  of  50,  in  passing  north  near  Ger- 
mantown, captured  1 lieutenant  and  4 men  of  the  Enrolled  Missouri 
Militia  from  that  post.  We  captured  one  of  the  men.  He  stated  that 
he  belonged  to  QuantrilPs  original  band,  and  that  they  had  come  up  to 
winter.  I sent  out  this  morning  125  men  in  search  of  a band  said  to 
have  camped  at  head  of  Davis^  Creek  yesterday. 

Major  Fenney  has  shipped  me  13,000  instead  of  35,000  rounds  of  am- 
munition. Can  I get  the  remainder  ? Please  let  me  know  what  conclu- 
sion you  have  come  to  in  reference  to  moving  the  two  companies  at 
Calhoun. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  CATHEEWOOH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


January  19, 1863. 

Resolved  hy  the  Rouse  of  Representatives,  the  Senate  concurring.  That 
the  thanks  of  the  State  of  Kansas  are  justly  and  eminently  due,  and 
are  hereby  tendered,  to  our  brave  soldiers  and  their  gallant  officers  for 
the  unfading  laurels  won  on  so  many  bloody  fields  of  battle,  in  Kansas, 
Missouri,  the  Indian  Kation,  Arkansas,  Tennessee,  and  Mississipjii, 
where  they  have  so  nobly  sustained  the  glory  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 
We  thank  them  for  the  deeds  of  valor  shown  at  Wilson’s  Creek,  at  Dry- 
wood,  at  Corinth,  at  Holly  Springs,  at  Cane  Hill,  Kewtonia,  Prairie 
Grove,  and  Van  Buren,  and  for  the  almost  innumerable  and  brilliant 
skirmishes  fought  and  won  in  Missouri,  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  and  Ten- 
nessee. We  thank  them  for  the  undaunted  courage  they  have  every- 
where displayed,  for  the  noble  heroism  they  have  shown  in  leaving  the 
comforts  of  home  to  do  battle  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Government 
and  the  preservation  of  our  liberties. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  cannot  be  too  grateful  to  the  living  for  their 
gallantry,  we  tender  our  heartfelt  sympathies  to  the  surviving  friends 
of  our  dead  heroes,  whose  memories  shall  be  cherished  by  a grateful 
people,  and  whose  names  shall  be  as  household  words  at  every  hearth- 
stone in  our  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested 
to  forward  a copy  of  these  resolutions  to  our  major-generals,  brigadier- 
generals,  and  to  the  colonel  of  every  Kansas  regiment,  with  the  request 
that  they  be  read  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  in  order  that  thereby  our 
soldiers  may  be  incited  to  still  higher  patriotism  and  nobler  deeds. 
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War  Department, 
Washington^  January  20,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Samt  Louis ^ Mo.: 

The  order  suspending  for  the  present  any  farther  action  upon  assess- 
ments for  damages  was  not  designed  to  be  limited  to  Saint  Louis,  but 
was  meant  to  include  all  such  assessments  in  the  State  of  Missouri. 
You  will,  therefore,  suspend  them  until  further  instructions. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  District  of  Northeastern  Missouri, 

Warrenton^  Mo.^  Jarmary  20,  1863. 

Gentlemen  : You  will  not,  for  the  present,  continue  the  collection 
of  any  assessments  you  have  made.  It  is  hoped  that  the  proper  knowl- 
edge of  this  matter  on  the  part  of  the  President  will  soon  permit  the 
resumption  of  your  work,  which  for  the  present,  on  account  of  strong 
opposition  made  to  it  by  your  Eepresentatives  in  Congress  and  the 
President,  must  be  suspended.  It  would  be  well  to  let  your  Eepresent- 
atives have  a knowledge  of  your  feelings  on  the  subject,  as  they  are 
now  working  against  it  with  such  force  as  makes  it  advisable  to  bend 
to  the  pressure  for  a little  while,  for  fear  of  a Presidential  order  revok- 
ing the  whole  thing. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  MEEEILL, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding  District  of  Northeastern  Missouri. 

(Copies  sent  to  Scotland,  Schuyler,  Adair,  Marion,  Eandolph,  Aud- 
rain, Shelby,  Boone,  Howard,  Saint  Charles,  Monroe,  Callaway,  Lincoln, 
Montgomery,  Macon,  Lewis,  Knox,  Clarke,  Sullivan,  Ealls,  and  Pike 
Counties.) 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Central  District  of  Missouri, 

No.  3.  ) Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  January  20,  1863. 

The  armies  of  the  enemy  have  been  driven  beyond  the  borders  of 
this  State.  For  more  than  a year  past  he  has  been  unable  to  maintain 
any  regular  force  within  them.  Yet,  in  violation  of  all  known  rules  of 
warfare,  civilized  or  savage,  the  rebels  are  in  the  habit  of  sending  their 
emissaries  within  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  and  for  other 
hostile  purposes.  Now,  in  view  of  the  recent  assassinations,  robberies, 
and  murders  committed  in  this  military  district  by  armed  bands,  who 
in  so  doing  assume  to  be  acting  under  authority  derived  from  rebel 
sources,  and  who  are  instigated  thereto  by  the  emissaries  sent  here 
by  our  enemies  to  incite  their  adherents  to  the  commission  of  the  most 
diabolical  crimes,  attended  in  some  instances  with  acts  of  such  savage 
cruelty  and  fiendish  atrocity  that  the  history  of  the  world  can  furnish 
no  parallel  for  them  (the  bodies  of  their  victims  are  horribly  mutilated  j 
the  bleeding,  quivering  flesh  is  torn  from  the  cheeks,  as  the  face  is 
stamped  with  the  boot-heels  of  the  murdererj  their  ears  are  cutoff; 
powder  is  poured  into  their  ears  and  exxfioded,  and  untold  horrors  fail 
to  satiate  the  malice  of  those  who  cause  the  fiends  in  hell  to  shudder  by 
the  enormity  of  their  crimes),  it  becomes  an  imperative  duty  to  provide 
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at  once  adequate  means  to  suppress  these  outrages,  and  furnish  full 
and  ample  protection  to  loyal  citizens  against  their  recurrence.  To 
these  ends  it  is  ordered  : 

1st.  That  any  person  found  within  this  military  district  attempting  to 
recruit  or  organize  any  force  to  act  against  the  Federal  Government,  or 
the  government  of  this  State,  or  against  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of 
either,  or  who  holds  any  commission  or  other  paper,  puri)orting  to  be 
a commission  or  other  authority  from  those  in  rebellion  or  otherwise  op- 
posing Federal  authority,  to  recruit,  organize,  or  otherwise  collect  or 
assemble  any  force  to  act  in  opposition  to  the  Federal  authority,  shall 
be  promptly  executed  by  the  first  commissioned  officer  to  whom  he  may 
be  delivered  or  under  whose  control  he  may  be  placed. 

2d.  That  all  persons  who  shall  knowingly  harbor,  conceal,  aid,  or  abet, 
by  furnishing  food,  clothing,  information,  protection,  or  any  assistance 
whatever  to  any  such  emissary.  Confederate  officer  or  soldier,  partisan 
ranger,  bushwhacker,  robber,  or  thief,  shall  be  promptly  executed  by  the 
first  commissioned  officer  into  whose  hands  he  or  they  may  be  delivered 
or  under  whose  control  he  or  they  may  be  placed.  The  houses  at  which 
such  persons  receive  food,  protection,  or  assistance  in  any  way  shall  be 
destroyed,  and  the  personal  property  found  at  such  places  or  on  the  farms 
belonging  thereto  shall  be  seized  and  applied  to  the  indemnification  of 
Union  citizens  for  the  losses  sustained  by  them  in  consequence  of  the 
wrongful  acts  of  th'ese  bands. 

3d.  That  any  officer  in  this  military  district  who  shall  fail  to  execute 
promptly  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  order  will  be  tried  by  a court- 
martial  for  disobedience  of  orders. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Loan : 

J.  RAmSFOED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Troops  at  Helena,  Arlc.,  Col.  Cyrus  Bussey  commanding,  January  20, 

1863. 


2d  Arkausas  Cavalry  (three  companies), 
Capt.  Archibald  B.  Freeburn. 

10th  Illinois  Cavalry  (four  companies), 
Maj.  Elvis  P.  Shaw. 

47th  Indiana  (one  company),  Capt.  Will- 
iam Henley. 

3d  Iowa  Battery,  Lieut.  A.  Beach. 

3d  Iowa  Cavalry  (six  companies),  Maj. 
Oliver  H.  P.  Scott. 


4th  Iowa  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  Simeon  D. 
Swan. 

33d  Iowa,  Col.  Samuel  A.  Rice. 

36th  Iowa,  Col.  Charles  W.  Kittredge. 
1st  Missouri  Cavalry  (three  companies). 
Col.  John  F.  Ritter. 

10th  Missouri*  Cavalry  (three  companies). 


War  Department, 
Washington,  January  21,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis : 

By  direction  of  the  President,  Major-General  Grant  will  assume  the 
command  of  all  troops  in  Arkansas  which  may  be  within  reach  of  his 
orders.  The  portion  of  Arkansas  occupied  by  such  troops  will  be  tem- 
porarily attached  to  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-Chief 

(Same  to  Major-General  Grant.) 

5 R R — VOL  XXII,  PT  II 


66 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis j January  21, 1863. 

Major-General  McOlernand, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Mississi;ppi: 

General  : Arkadelphia,  at  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Washita 
Eiver,  70  or  80  miles  southwest  from  Little  Eock,  and  65  miles  north  of 
Monroe,  Ark.,  is  the  great  store- house  and  arsenal  of  the  rebels  in  the 
west.  They  have  there  manufactories  for  guns,  ammunition,  and  cloth- 
ing, besides  large  supplies  of  various  sorts.  It  generally  has  but  a small 
garrison.  That  point,  it  is  said,  can  be  reached  by  a good  road  from 
Gaines’  Landing,  on  the  Mississippi,  in  87  miles,  a point  21  miles  below 
Hapoleon.  If  a dash  could  be  made  on  Arkadelphia,  it  would  terribly 
disconcert  and  cripple  the  rebels  of  the  Trans-Mississippi.  If  you  should 
have  time,  I recommend  the  matter  to  your  favorable  consideration.  A 
strong  force,  to  prevent  flank  movements,  should  go  out  40  or  50  miles, 
and  a force  of  cavalry  and  light  artillery  should  do  the  rest  in  about 
eight  days.  I fear  the  swam^is  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  route  may 
embarrass  this  undertaking.  As  I have  ordered  General  Gorman,  so  "l 
recommend  to  you : Wo  must  defer  everything  to  the  opening  of  the 
Mississippi. 

I am,  general,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General, 


IlDQRS.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  on.  White  Hirer,,  January  21, 1863. 

Col.  William  E.  Judson, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

Colonel  : We  are  crossing  White  Eiver  very  slowly,  but  it  is  falling 
very  fast.  As  you  have  plenty  of  forage  at  War  Eagle,  I think  you 
had  better  stay  there  to-morrow,  though  cross  over  on  this  side.  Start 
very  early  next  day,  as  I think  we  will  get  completely  over  to-morrow. 
Please  have  the  commissary  tram  on  the  other  side  of  War  Eagle,  as  I 
want  to  get  out  of  it  some  rations  tor  Colonel  Huston,  who  is  in  your 
rear.  When  the  rations  are  taken  out,  then  bring  it  across  to  your 
camp.  I send  a letter  to  Colonel  Huston,  which  please  forward  to  him 
to-night,  if  possible.  He  is  back  at  our  old  camp.  I have  asked  him 
to  seud  liis  own  wagons  up  to  War  Eagle  to  get  the  supplies  he  wants. 
Mr.  Bissell,  who  represents  the  commissary,  leaves  in  the  morning  for 
your  camp  to  superintend  the  issue. 

Yours,  truly, 

WM.  WEEE, 

Colonelj  Commanding  Division. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  January  22,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Saint  Louis,,  Mo.  : 

General  : The  order  relating  to  provost-marshals  was  transmitted 
by  me  precisely  as  I received  it  from  the  Secretary  of  War.  I shall  lay 
before  him  your  protests  of  the  14th  and  15th,*  with  inclosed  papers,  and 
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await  bis  orders.  1 understand,  unofficially,  that  the  order  resulted 
from  the  representations  of  the  Congressional  delegation  and  others  of 
the  abuses  of  the  provost-marshal  system  in  parts  of  the  State  where 
there  was  no  military  force  nor  any  necessity  for  one. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  Army  oe  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Camp  in  the  Field,  near  Alton,  January  22, 1863. 
Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department : 

General  : I send  up  an  aide  for  dispatches.  Warren  has  just  re- 
ported to  me  by  letter.  Marmaduke  went  down  BryanUs  Fork  on  the 
14th.  Part  of  my  cavalry  are  in  his  rear.  Some  prisoners  have  been 
brought,  who  report  Hindman  at  Oil  Trough  Bottom,  near  Batesville. 

My  last  train  of  supplies  ought  to  be  here  in  four  or  five  days.  The 
roads  are  most  horrible.  Warren  has  been  ordered  to  come  here,  leav- 
ing escort  sufficient  for  his  train.  We  now  wait  your  orders,  when  and 
where  to  move. 

Most  truly  and  respectfully, 

J.  W.  HAYIDSOK, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fisk^s  Brigade,  IT.  S.  Volunteers, 

Helena,  January  22,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis,  /Saint  Louis  : 

My  Hear  General  : I am  just  returned  from  the  White  Kiver,  and 
am  organizing  my  command  for  Vicksburg.  I go  to-night.  We  shall 
take  Vicksburg  sure,  even  though  all  the  Confederacy  should  be  there 
to  oppose  it.  Our  expedition  to  HevalPs  Bluff  has  not  been  productive 
of  great  results ; some  expeditions  are  not.  1 have  done  all  I could  in 
my  weak  way  to  crowd  a force  up  the  Arkansas  while  the  Vicksburg 
expedition  was  being  organized  j in  this  I am  opposed  all  around.  1 
called  upon  Admiral  Porter  yesterday  to  press  the  proposition  upon 
him,  now  while  the  river  is  full  to  its  banks  j no  go.  Perhaps  it  is  best 
it  should  not  be  done. 

I remain,  yours,  to  command, 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  8th  and  9th  Hists.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

Camp  Curtis,  Arh.,  January  22,  1863. 

Colonel  [John  F.]  Philips, 

Commanding  Federal  Forces,  Neivtonia,  Mo. : 

Sir  : I desire  to  forward  the  accompanying  dispatches  and  mail  mat- 
ters to  Spriugfield. 

By  order  of  General  Curtis,  I take  command  of  the  Eighth  and  Ninth 
Districts,  Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  my  line  of  transportation  to 
Fort  Scott.  As  I have  to  communicate  directly  with  General  Curtis,  and 
as  part  of  my  command  is  at  Neosho,  I design  forwarding  my  dispatches, 
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&c.,  by  Newtonia,  Mount  Vernon,  and  Springfield,  instead  of  sending 
by  Elkborn.  I shall  write  to  General  Brown,  and  anticipate  opening 
communications  in  order  to  secure  the  regular  passage  of  mail  matter 
and  dispatches  via  Keosho,  Newtonia,  and  Springfield. 

Have  you  heard  anything  of  the  rebel  forces  under  Marmaduke  ? I 
have  had  scouting  parties  looking  for  him,  with  little  effect,  and  have 
not  yet  been  advised  by  General  Schofield  that  he  has  gone  down  White 
Kiver. 

Please  communicate  through  Major  Foreman,  at  Neosho,  any  informa- 
tion concerning  his  or  other  forces  in  the  State.  In  case  of  necessity,  I 
am  in  supporting  distance  of  you. 

Eespectfully, 


WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Third  Brigade^  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  22.  j Memyhis^  Tenn.^  January  22,  1863. 

******* 

X V.  In  pursuance  of  orders  from  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  the 
major-general  commanding  assumes  command  of  all  troops  in  Arkansas 
which  are  or  may  be  in  reach  of  his  orders,  and  that  iiortion  of  Arkan- 
sas occupied  by  such  troops  is  temporarily  attached  to  the  Department 
of  the  Tennessee. 

2d.  The  forces  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Gorman  are  as-  * 
signed  to  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  McOlernand 
commanding,  and  will  report  accordingly. 

* * * * * * * 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant : 

[JOHN  A.  EAWLINS,] 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  23,  1863. 
Maj.. Gen.  IJ.  S.  Grant,  Memphis,  Tenn. : 

The  iirisoners  are  arriving  here,  and  what  to  do  with  them  is  a diffi- 
cult question.  I have  them  now  on  Arsenal  Island,  without  shelter.  I 
am  obliged  to  put  them  where  a small  guard  will  do,  for  I have  sent 
everything  down  to  help  you  in  the  down-river  matters.  I telegraphed- 
General  Gorman,  through  you,  at  Memphis,  on  the  11th  instant,  to — 

Continue  to  regard  the  Vicksburg  movement  of  primary  importance.  Let  all  other 
moves  delay,  if  deemed  necessary.  Lend  boats  and  men  for  that  object,  but  do  not 
weaken  Helena  so  as  to  endanger  the  position. 

Now  I receive  orders  extending  your  command  over — 

All  troops  in  Arkansas  which  may  be  within  reach  of  his  orders.  That  portion  of 
Arkansas  occupied  by  such  troops  will  be  temporarily  attached  to  the  Department 
of  the  Tennessee. 

You  will  please  inform  me,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  what  troops 
and  what  territory  you  will  assume,  as  I must  arrange  my  supervision 
of  affairs  [according]  to  your  orders.  I suppose  you  will  iuclude  Helena 
in  the  enlargement  of  your  command.  If  Holmes  and  Hindman  mass  all 
their  forces  this  side  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  they  may  give  me  trouble. 


Chap.  XXXIV.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION. 


69 


but  I hope  you  will  close  out  Vicksburg  before  they  can  do  much,  and 
return  to  my  command  all  the  force  necessary  to  clean  out  Arkansas. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  success,  I remain,  general,  very  truly, 
yours, 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

January  23,  1863. 

General  Davidson,  Alton^  Mo. : 

If  Hindman  has  got  in  your  front,  you  must  hold  on  until  you  get 
more  force.  Warren  seems  almost  immovable  j have  given  him  re- 
peated orders  to  move  forward.  Arrest  him  for  delay,  if  he  does  not 
obey  your  orders  in  this  regard  promptly.  A telegraph  repairer  was 
captured  on  your  line  yesterday.  I hope  you  will  fall  back,  if  troubled 
about  supplies.  I think  our  river  expedition,  after  taking  the  Old  Post, 
may  go  after  Vicksburg,  i)reventing  you  from  help  that  way.  In  such 
an  event,  you  must  delay  any  great  movement  for  a return  of  the  Ar- 
kansas force  to  the  Arkansas  rivers.  I expect  further  news  from  the 
rivers  soon. 

SAML.  E.  OUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  on  White  River ^ January  23, 1863 — 9 a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Marsh,  Chief  of  Staff: 

I have  constructed  here  a wagon-boat  and  flat-boat.  Have  crossed 
already  a battery,  regiment  of  infantry,  some  cavalry,  and  some  100 
wagons.  Will,  I think,  have  all  my  command  over  by  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. I send  a party  to  ascertain  yoflr  whereabouts,  in  order  that  I may 
receive  directions  as  to  marching.  I understand  that  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Elkhorn  forage  is  very  scarce.  I would  also  like  to  know 
what  to  do  with  the  flat-boat  we  have  built.  If  Colonel  Huston  wishes 
to  use  it,  I,  of  course,  could  leave  it  as  it  is;  if  not,  I would  like  to  take 
with  me  the  chain  cable  we  are  using.  He  is  in  our  rear,  and  if  he  in- 
tends to  use  it,  should  send  a party  forward  to  take  possession.  If  we 
go  down  White  Eiver,  the  boat  could  be  floated  down  and  made  service- 
able in  crossing  after  forage. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

. WM.  WEEE, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Division. 


Helena,  Ark.,  January  23, 1863. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I have  returned  to  Helena,  bring- 
ing with  me  the  books  and  papers  belonging  to  the  office  of  the  military 
governor  of  this  State.  The  army  under  General  Gorman  met  with  no 
resistance  in  going  to  DevalPs  Bluff  and  Des  Arc,  on  the  White  Eiver, 
but  the  heavy  rains  had  rendered  the  roads  impracticable  for  the  march 
of  an  army  from  the  White  Eiver  to  Little  Eock.  General  Gorman  w^as 
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prevented  (as  be  informs  me)  by  orders  from  tbe  commandant  of  tbe 
Department  of  tbe  Missouri  from  advanciug  on  Little  Eock,  by  tbe  way 
of  Arkansas  Eiver. 

lam,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  F.  ENO, 

Secretary  pro  tern,  and  Adjutant-Oeneralof  Arlcansas, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  State  of  Mo.,  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 

Eo.  4.  ) Saint  Louis^  January  23,  186^ 

Tbe  following  changes  in  tbe  military  districts  of  Missouri  are  hereby 
announced,  for  tbe  information  of  all  concerned: 

1st.  Tbe  Eighth  and  Ninth  Districts,  composed  of  tbe  counties  of  Put- 
nam, Scbujler,  Scotland,  Clarke,  Sullivan,  Adair,  Knox,  Lewis,  Linn, 
Macon,  Shelby,  Marion,  Eandolpb,  Howard,  Monroe,  Balls,  Audrain, 
Pike,  Boone,  Callaway,  Montgomery,  Lincoln,  Warren,  and  Saint 
Charles,  are  hereby  united,  and,  with  the  county  of  Chariton,  heretofore 
belonging  to  the  Sixth  District,  will  hereafter  form  the  Eighth  Military 
District  of  Missouri,  to  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Bar- 
th olow  ; headquarters  at  Glasgow. 

2d.  The  Seventh  Military  District  will  hereafter  be  composed  of  the 
counties  heretofore  forming  the  district,  namely;  Atchison,  Nodaway, 
Worth,  Harrison,  Mercer,  Grundy,  Livingston,  Daviess,  Gentry,  De 
Kalb,  Andrew,  Holt,  and  Buchanan,  and  of  the  following  counties  of 
the  Sixth  District:  Carroll,  Caldwell,  Bay,  Clinton,  Clay,  and  Platte, 
and  will  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  O.  Guitar  j headquarters  at  Saint 
Joseph. 

3d.  The  counties  of  Jackson,  La  Fayette,  and  Saline,  heretofore  belong- 
iug  to  the  Sixth,  are  attached  to  the  Fifth  Military  District;  said  dis- 
trict to  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Bichard  C.  Vaughan;  headquarters 
at  Sedalia. 

Commanding  officers  of  regiments  and  battalions  within  the  above 
districts  will  immediately  report  to  their  respective  district  commanders. 

By  order  of  the  jcommander-in-chief : 

WM.  D.  WOOD, 

Acting  Adjutant- General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  24,  1863. 
Major-General  Halleck,  General-in-Chief  : 

General  Gorman  telegraj^hs  from  DevalPs  Bluff,  18th  instant,  that, 
aided  by  three  gunboats,  he  ascended  White  Biver  to  DevalFs  Bluff  and 
Des  Arc,  taking  about  150  prisoners,  2 columbiads,  and  about  200  small- 
arms.  This,  with  the  taking  of  Arkansas  Post,  is  successfully  carrying 
out  plan  arranged  and  concluded  by  us  December  18. 

SAML.  B.  CUBTIS, 

Major-General. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri],  January  24,  1863. 
General  Schofield,  Camp  on  White  Biver : 

General  Gorman,  with  gunboats,  ascended  White  Biver  to  Des  Arc, 
rei)orting  to  me  on  the  18th,  from  DevalPs  Bluff,  where  he  took  siege- 
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guns  and  other  arms.  He  may  send  troops  farther,  but  the  Vicksburg 
move  may  recpiire  all  the  river  force. 

Tf  the  rivers  obstruct  eastern  movement,  come  round  them. 

SAML.  E.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Houston^  Mo.,  January  24,  18G3. 

Col.  K.  P.  Chipman, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Colonel  : The  order  of  the  general  commanding  which  refers  to 
paroling  officers,  dated  January  6,  did  not  reach  me  until  the  evening 
of  January  20.  All  of  my  action  with  the  prisoners  at  Hartville  was 
taken,  therefore,  before  the  reception  of  the  order.  Twenty-seven  pris- 
oners were  sent  from  Lebanon  to  Eolla.,  and  69,  including  2 captains 
and  2 lieutenants,  to  Hartville.  General  Davidson  sent  Major  Lippert, 
of  his  staff,  to  communicate  with  me  yesterday.  I wait  his  further 
orders.  The  roads  are  said  to  be  absolutely  impassable  for  transporta- 
tion. On  receipt  of  your  order  to  move  on  Monday  last,  I sent  a courier 
to  Eolla  to  hurry  forward  my  transportation,  but  yesterday  it  had  not 
moved.  I am  anxious  and  impatient  to  move,  but  I am  helpless  at  this 
time.  I could  send  forward  part  of  the  command,  but  as  you  have 
ordered  me  to  keep  it  together,  I shall  not  separate  it. 

I am  informed  that  Colonel  Glover  is  anxious  to  have  the  six  compa- 
nies of  his  regiment  now  with  me  ordered  back  to  Eolla.  You  may  not 
be  aware  that  a portion  of  these  soldiers  are  from  Illinois.  There  is  not 
a good  feeling  between  that  part  of  the  command  and  the  Missouri  con- 
tingent. Those  with  me  are  averse  to  going  back,  and  I should  be  very 
sorry  to  lose  them.  I have  drilled  and  disciplined  them  into  good 
soldiers. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

PITZ  HENRY  WAEEEN, 

Brigadier- General. 


[Department  op  the  Missouri,] 

January  24, 1863. 

General  Warren,  Houston : 

If  you  have  not  moved  forward  as  ordered  on  the  19th,  you  will  turn 
over  the  command  to  next  in  rank,  fall  back  to  Eolla  yourself,  and  ex- 
plain your  neglect  of  orders.  If  the  force  has  not  moved,  the  Second 
Missouri  Artillery  will  remain. 

SAML.  E.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


[Department  op  the  Missouri,] 

January  24,  1863. 

Col.  W.  M.  Stone,  Bolla : 

Move  your  regiment  forward  toward  Houston.  If,  when  you  get  to 
Salem  or  Houston,  you  find  you  are  not  likely  to  overtake  the  Warren 
forces,  halt  and  await  further  orders.  I telegraph  to  relieve  General 
Warren.  I cannot  perceive  why  he  should  so  long  delay  his  march. 

SAML.  E.  CURTIS, 

Major^  General. 


72 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chav.  XXXIV. 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena,  J anuary  24,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  : 1 am  again  permanently  in  position  at  this  post.  Gen- 
eral Fisk  is  now  all  ready  with  a division  of  six  regiments  of  infantry, 
three  companies  of  cavalry,  and  First  Missouri  Battery,  leaving  me  in 
command  of  less  than  5,000  effective  men. 

I trust  you  will  allow  me  to  have  Generals  Hovey  and  Washburn, 
and  so  arrange  it  as  not  to  send  to  this  post  any  brigadier  that  ranks 
either  of  them.  They  are  eminently  unexceptionable  officers,  and  we 
harmonize  well.  One,  you  know,  commands  the  cavalry  j the  other  the 
infantry.  Hovey  has  a very  slim  division  of  infantry,  and  Washburn 
a very  slim  division  of  cavalry.  This  organization,  you  will  perceive, 
is  made  as  a compliment  to  their  rank,  and  to  dignify  their  commands. 

General  Fisk  would  like  to  have  staid  with  me,  but  General  McOler- 
nand^s  orders,  predicated  upon  General  Grant’s,  asked  for  General  Fisk’s 
forces,  and  I gave  them  as  requested.  I send  this,  fearing  the  public 
dispatches  may  not  reach  you. 

I am,  general,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

W.  A.  GOTMAN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  24,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Willis  A.  Gorman, 

Commanding  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas  : 

General  : Tour  dispatch  from  Devall’s  Bluff  is  duly  received.  I 
congratulate  you  and  your  command  on  your  success. 

I apprehended  trouble  at  different  points  on  White  Eiver,  but  you 
must  have  overcome  all  of  them.  If  we  can  retain  one  or  two  gun- 
boats on  White  River,  and  your  force  can  be  united  with  other  forces 
on  this  side,  we  can  soon  clean  out  Northern  Arkansas.  But  the  Vicks- 
burg matter  is  of  primary  importance,  and  before  this  reaches  you  I 
may  not  have  you  within  a hundred  miles  of  my  command.  The  tak- 
ing of  the  forts  on  both  the  Arkansas  and  White  Rivers  is  a complete 
. success,  so  far,  in  my  general  plan  of  the  Arkansas  campaign.  The 
only  trouble  is  the  necessity  of  withdrawing  forces  for  Vicksburg  that 
I would  like  to  move  still  farther,  so  as  to  join  my  frontier  and  south- 
eastern armies,  neither  of  which  can  proceed  until  they  are  certain  of 
receiving  supplies  by  those  rivers. 

1 am,  general,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAME.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  24,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  McOlernand, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Mississippi : 

General  : I am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  14th  instant.  The  move 
OD  the  Old  Post  was  not  only  successful  and  exceedingly  creditable  to 
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you  and  the  forces  that  participated,  but  in  conformity  with  plans  other 
forces  were  engaged  in  carrying  out. 

I suppose  the  primary  matter  of  taking  Vicksburg  will  defer  further 
movements  in  Arkansas,  but  I hope  you  may  be  successful  in  the  fur- 
ther progress  of  your  arms.  The  Vicksburg  matter  must  now  be  ap- 
proached with  caution.  After  a full  knowledge  of  difSculties,  and  the 
best  way  to  surmount  them,  it  may  be  necessary  to  delay  until  you  can 
combine  your  efforts  with  General  Banks’.  It  is  a matter  of  vast  in- 
terest and  great  anxiety  throughout  the  whole  country. 

I am,  general,  very  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


Camp,  Cross  Timbers.)  ilfo.,  January  24, 1863. 

Major-General  Cuetis: 

We  have  crossed  White  Eiver  at  last — the  First  Division  on  flat-boats 
and  the  Second  on  a bridge.  Will  be  at  Keytesville  and  Cassville  to- 
morrow. I will  wait  there  for  further  information  or  orders  from  you, 
and  form  preparation  for  a forward  movement.  I believe  Hindman  has 
crossed  the  river  at  Little  Eock.  If  our  troops  have  that  place,  and  in- 
tend to  hold  it,  I can  start  from  Keytesville  in  a few  days  with  supplies 
enough  to  carry  me  to  Little  Eock.  If  there  is  doubt  about  our  troops 
being  or  remaining  there,  perhaps  I had  better  go  to  Batesville,  from 
which  point  I can  operate  with  the  river  forces,  and  still  draw  my  sup- 
iflies  from  Eolla,  if  necessary.  The  Third  Division  is  at  Forsyth,  and 
Colonel  Cloud’s  brigade,  of  the  First  Division,  was  in  pursuit  of  Mar- 
maduke,  east  of  Springfield,  several  days  ago.  I have  not  heard  from 
him  since.  I can  get  my  command  together  sooner  on  the  Batesville 
line  than  on  this,  and  reach  Little  Eock  about  as  soon. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Fayetteville,  January  25, 1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  A.  Switzlee  : 

Governor  Phelps  says  General  Curtis  thinks  no  militia  should  be  en- 
rolled. Ko  arms  can  now  be  had.  Thinks  I had  better  call  all  I can 
into  the  Hnited  States  service  for  three  years. 

There  is  already  a very  large  list  of  names,  and  will  be  a great  Union 
meeting  here  on  Tuesday.  I will  do  all  I can  to  promote  enlistments. 

Ask  the  general  to  let  me  use  the  six  hundred  stand  of  arms  for  some 
companies  here,  not  allowing  them  to  be  taken  away  j and  don’t  stop 
urging  the  militia  organization  with  General  Schofield  and  at  Saint 
Louis.  We  can,  and  must,  hold  this  country. 

M.  LA  EUE  HAEEISOK, 

Colonel.,  Commanding  Post. 


Hdqes.  Thied  Division,  Aemy  of  the  Feontiee, 

Forsyth,  Mo.,  January  25,  1863. 

Col.  C.  W.  Maesh, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  are  succeeding  very 
well  in  crossing  the  river,  and  wdll  have  everything  over  by  to-morrow 
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night.  Both  of  the  batteries  are  now  safely  over.  On  yesterday  morn- 
ing 1 sent  a scout  of  100  men,  under  Major  Anderson,  to  Carrollton, 
which  will  return  to-morrow  evening.  I started  Grayson’s  train  (GO 
wagons)  to  Springheld  yesterday,  also  a train  of  80  wagons,  which 
reached  iis  here  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  instant.  You  are  probably 
aware  that  General  Herron  took  with  him  his  entire  staff,  except  Cap- 
tain Littleton,  commissary  of  subsistence,  and  Lieutenant  Pettit,  acting 
assistant  quartermaster.  Captain  Littleton  asked  to  be  relieved  on  the 
21st,  saying  that  he  had  orders  to  report  to  General  Herron  in  Spring- 
field.  I accordingly  detailed  Capt.  H.  Jordan,  Nineteenth  Iowa  In- 
fantry, to  relieve  him,  and  he  has  also  gone,  making  a transfer  of  his 
subsistence  stores  to  Captain  Jordan.  Lieutenant  Pettit  desires  also 
to  be  relieved  and  join  his  regiment,  the  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry. 
I have,  of  course,  given  no  leave  of  absence,  and  very  much  doubt  the 
propriety  of  their  leaving.  I shall,  however,  be  able  to  detail  compe- 
tent officers  to  take  charge  of  these  departments  for  the  present.  We 
are  suffering  much  for  the  want  of  horseshoes  and  nails.  The  quarter- 
master assures  me  that  his  requisition  is  in  for  a sufficient  supply,  but 
is  unable  to  get  them.  I report  it  to  you  because  I think  the  service  is 
suffering  and  the  Government  losfug  vastly  by  not  furnishing  a supply 
of  these  articles.  I have  called  upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baldwin, 
imovost-marshal  of  the  division,  to  furnish  a written  statement  of  what 
disposition  was  made  of  the  9 iirisoners  of  war  (referred  to  in  Col.  Dan. 
Huston’s  letter)  supposed  to  have  been  murdered  at  Huntsville,  Ark., 
on  the  10th  instant,  and  will  report  as  soon  as  the  matter  can  be  investi- 
gated. I have  no  doubt  but  that  some  officer  of  this  division  ordered 
these  men  shot,  and  regard  it  myself  as  a great  outrage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  O.  GOWER, 

Col.  First  loiva  Cav.,  Comdg.  Third  JDiv.,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

January  25,  I8G3. 

General  Schofield,  In  the  Field  : 

Halt  tl>e  two  divisions  at  Crane  Creek.  Come  no  farther  north  than 
necessary  to  get  round  bad  streams.  Direct  Third  Division  to  remain 
forward,  reporting  its  location.  Reports  say  General  Gorman  has  re- 
turned to  Helena.  I exiiect  further  news  soon.  Will  confer  with  Colonel 
Allen  as  to  quartermaster  matters. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major- General. 


Prairie  Landino,  Ark., 

Twenty-five  miles  f rom  mouth  of  White  Eiver,  January  2G,  I8G3. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  Ilth  instant 
I left  Helena,  Ark.,  with  the  army,  under  command  of  General  Gorman, 
and  took  with  me  the  books  and  papers  of  the  office  of  the  military 
governor  of  this  State. 

If  General  Gorman  is  successful  in  his  present  undertaking,  of  which 
there  seems  to  be  no  reasonable  doubt,  Devall’s  Bluff,  on  the  White 
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Eiver,  tlie  terminus  of  the  railroad  to  Little  Lock,  will  be  in  possession 
of  our  army  in  at  furthest  a few  days. 

The  railroad  to  Little  Eock,  if  obstructed,  can  easily  be  put  in  run- 
ning order,  and  then  the  Government  will  have  at  all  times  of  the  year 
a sure  and  safe  means  of  transportation  of  supplies  to  Little  Eock  during 
nine  months  of  the  year  by  the  White  Eiver  and  railroad  from  DevalPs 
Bluff,  and  during  three  months  (when  the  White  Eiver  is  not  navigable) 
by  land-carriage  from  Helena  to  DevalFs  Bluff,  and  by  railroad  from 
there.  Besides  this,  for  more  than  six  months  of  the  year  the  Arkansas 
Eiver  is  navigable  above  Little  Eock. 

This  railroad  from  DevalFs  Bluff  to  Little  Eock  is  through  a prairie 
country.  It  is  biiilt  in  almost  a straight  line,  with  but  few  bridges,  and 
those  over  inconsiderable  streams.  It  can  easily  be  kept  in  running 
order. 

The  Post  of  Arkansas  having  been  captured,  and  the  entire  rebel 
force  captured,  there  is  now  no  considerable  rebel  force  north  of  the 
Arkansas  Eiver.  With  a little  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
the  line  of  our  army  can  be  extended  to  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  and  that 
line  can  be  easily  maintained.  Should  the  railroad  not  be  taken  pos- 
session of,  and  kept  up  as  a military  road  to  Little  Eock,  it  is  feared 
that  the  Confederates  will  return  to  the  north  side  of  the  Arkansas 
Eiver,  and  make  raids  into  the  State  of  Missouri.  The  military  gov- 
ernor is  at  present  sick  at  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

I am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  F.  EKO, 

Secretary  j^ro  tern,  of  Arkansas^  and  Adjutant-General. 


[Indorsements.] 

War  Departiment, 

January  26,  1863. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Gurtis. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

P.  H.  WATSOl^, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Saint  Louis,  February  2,  1863. 

In  reply  to  the  indorsement  of  the  honorable  Secretary,  I have  to  say, 
the  railroad  referred  to  wiU  be  used,  of  course,  when  we  get  it,  and  have 
gunboat  arrangements  to  hold  the  rivers  and  country. 

I most  respectfully  wish  to  decline  any  recognition  of  any  such  officer 
in  my  command  as  Amos  F.  Eno,  secretary  tem.  of  Arkansas,  and 
adjutant-general,”  unless  so  directed  by  law  or  by  orders  from  head- 
quarters. 

. SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Cam;p  in  the  Fields  near  Alton,  January  26, 1863. 

General  [Curtis]: 

If  the  roads  permit,  I would  like  to  make  a push  at  Batesville.  I can 
send  a train  back  from  here  to  Eolla,  for  supplies,  go  down  to  Batesville 
and  see  what  is  there,  and,  if  not  supported  by  a column  on  my  right  or 
left  and  I get  no  supplies  from  White  Eiver,  1 think  I can  fight  my  way 
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out  of  the  difficulty.  It  is  of  no  use  to  have  Pilot  Knob  as  a base  for 
this  army  any  longer.  The  roads  are  absolutely  impassable.  The  train 
which  left  my  camp  at  Van  Buren,  on  the  2d  of  January,  has  not,  the 
greater  part  of  it,  gotten  up  to  Thomasville  yet.  I have  ordered  pack- 
saddles  to  Eolla.  I shall  send  back,  say  100  of  the  worst  wagons  to  be 
repaired,  and  pack  the  mules  of  them  with  coffee,  sugar,  salt,  bacon,  and 
some  bread.  The  country  is  poor,  but  I will  get  what  beef  and  pork 
aud  meal  can  be  got  out  of  it.  I have  sent  for  portable  corn  mills  and 
shellers  and  sieves  and  bags.  The  capacity  of  these  mills  is  such  (so  I 
am  informed)  that  two  of  them  will  grind  for  every  8,000  mouths. 

General  Warren  writes  me  he  could  not  move  before  the  28th.  I have 
given  him  that  much  grace.  • 

I am  sending  an  expedition  to  Pocahontas  from  here,  under  Colonel 
Waring,  with  orders  to  sweep  the  lower  settlements  of  Eleven  Point 
Eiver,  and  if  any  troops  are  in  Pocahontas  to  shell  the  town,  and  make 
it  unsatisfactory  as  a nest  of  traitors  again. 

Major  Pomeroy  returned  from  his  scout  on  Marmaduke’s  rear,  bring- 
ing in  some  prisoners,  and  destroyed  a mill  and  a tannery  on  Bennett’s 
Eiver,  Arkansas.  The  prisoners  all  say  Marmaduke  has  gone  to  Oil 
Trough  Bottom,  where  Hindman  is  said  to  be  also.  The  roads  here 
have  no  bottom,  and  it  is  raining  now  heavily.  I would  rather  fight 
quadruple  my  number  (for  I have  good  regiments)  every  day  than  this 
mud  one  day’s  march. 

I am,  general,  most  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  HAYIDSOK, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Springfield,  January  27,  18G3. 

Col.  J.  O.  Gower, 

Commanding  Third  Division^  Forsyth^  Mo. : 

Colonel  : You  will  please  move  your  division  toward  Yera  Cruz,  by 
the  Ozark  and  Yera  Cruz  road,  without  delay.  I am  informed  that  the 
usual  route  is  north  on  the  Ozark  road,  nearly  to  the  latter  place,  and 
thence  northeast  until  you  strike  the  road  leading  east  from  Ozark. 
You  may  find  a practicable  road  running  northeast  from  Forsyth  either 
east  or  west  of  Swan  Creek  and  intersecting  the  Ozark  and  Yera  Cruz 
road.  If  so,  you  will  save  a day’s  march  by  taking  such  road.  Take 
whichever  you  learn  to  be  most  x>racticable.  Inform  me  every  day  of 
your  location  and  movements  and  whatever  else  may  be  of  importance. 
Your  movements  should  be  as  rapid  as  consistent  with  keeping  your 
animals  in  serviceable  condition. 

Colonel  Huston’s  division  will  follow  you  from  Ozark,  one  or  two  days’ 
march  in  your  rear.  Keep  him  informed  of  everything  Jmu  may  learn 
which  will  facilitate  his  movements,  such  as  the  places  where  forage 
can  be  obtained,  &c. 

A train  will  be  sent  you  on  the  29th  containing  breadstuffs,  cloth- 
ing, &c.  It  will  be  directed  to  meet  you  at  the  point  where  you  strike 
the  Ozark  and  Yera  Cruz  road.  The  chief  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary will  give  directions  as  to  the  disposition  of  this  and  other  trains. 
Send  forward  a messenger  to  direct  the  train  where  to  meet  you. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Office  Proyost-Marshal  Saint  Louis  District, 

January  27,  18G3. 


Brig’.  Gen.  E.  A.  Garr, 

Commanding  Saint  Louis  District : 


General  : [ beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
crime  of  desertion  in  the  armies  of  the  West  is  assuming  fearful  propor- 
tions. The  number  of  communications  received  by  me  daily  show  that, 
while  it  has  been  serious  for  months  past,  it  is  a growing  evil.  Com- 
munications are  frequently  received  from  the  army  of  General  Grant 
and  that  of  General  Rosecrans,  as  well  as  from  officers  in  this  depart- 
ment. It  is  impossible  for  any  considerable  desertions  to  take  place 
from  these  armies  if  there  is  a proper  surveillance  observed  at  the  sev- 
eral military  posts  through  which  soldiers  must  pass  to  reach  the  loyal 
States,  and  I beg  leave  respectfully  to  suggest  that  sure  means  of  pre- 
vention should  be  adopted  at  military  posts  such  as  Paducah,  C'airo,  &c., 
before  they  reach  the  public  lines  of  travel.  Before  this  they  must 
travel  upon  Government  transports  almost  entirely,  with  persons  every 
one  of  whom  should  be  able  to  show  his  right  to  travel  upon  them. 
After  they  reach  Cairo  they  become  intermingled  with  the  traveling 
public,  and  it  is  impossible  to  detect  them. 

I have  reports  of  large  numbers  of  deserters  from  the  army  while  at 
Helena.  It  cannot  be  presumed  that  any  considerable  number  went 
over  to  the  enemy,  or  that  in  their  desire  to  reach  the  loyal  States  they 
traveled  through  the  country  held  by  the  enemy.  They  must  have 
passed  up  the  Mississippi  upon  Government  boats.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  deserters  from  NTashville,  Corinth,  Holly  Springs,  and  other 
military  posts  in  the  enemy^s  country.  They  must  travel  on  Govern- 
ment boats,  or  on  railroads  used  by  the  Government.  If  a proper  sur- 
veillance was  exercised  upon  them,  I feel  confident  that  much  good 
would  result. 

Another  cause  I believe  to  be  the  neglect  to  punish  when  returned 
to  their  regiments.  I have  ’ascertained,  upon  inquiry,  that  it  is  a com- 
mon practice  to  return  deserters  to  the  ranks  when  recovered  with 
scarcely  an  admonition.  Such  a practice  prevailing,  there  is  no  re- 
straint upon  those  who  may  wish  to  leave.  The  number  of  deserters 
who  have  been  returned  to  their  regiments  from  Saint  Louis  are  num- 
bered by  hundreds,  and  the  number  of  stragglers,  semi-deserters,  &c., 
by  thousands,  and  I cannot  but  think  that,  after  all,  it  is  but  a small 
proportion  of  those  who  desert  who  come  to  Saint  Louis. 

I submit  these  suggestions  in  the  belief  that,  if  they  can  be  followed 
out,  it  will  result  in  much  good  to  the  service. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  LEIGHTOK, 

Major  and  Provost-Marshal- General. 


[Indorsements.] 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

« January  28,  1863. 

This  paper  is  respectfully  forwarded  to  higher  authority,  as  I have 
no  control  over  the  boats  or  the  towns  on  the  rivers. 

I think  that  the  neglect  to  punish  crimes  is  one  cause  of 'many  of  the 
disorders  in  the  army. 

E.  A.  CARR, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 
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Saint  Louis,  January  29,  18G3. 

Lespectfiilly  forwarded  to  headquarters.  I have  great  fears  that  we 
will  be  troubled  uiore  after  the  large  payments  now  being  made  to 
troops,  and  it  would,  indeed,  be  well  if  any  new  vigilance  versus  deser- 
tions could  be  invented. 

SAML.  E.  GUETIS, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Post, 
Fayetteville^  ArA;.,  January  27,  1803. 

Hon.  John  S.  Phelps, 

Military  Governor  of  Arlcansas^  Planters^  JJouse,  Saint  Louis,  3Io. : 

An  enthusiastic  Union  meeting  was  held  here  to-day  j 1,000  Arkansas 
Union  men  present,  exclusive  of  Arkansas  troops  stationed  at  this  post. 
Patriotic  speeches  were  made  by  Hr.  Johnson,  of  Huntsville ; Lieut.  Col. 
A.  W.  Bishop,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  Captain  Searle,  of  the  Tenth 
Illinois  Cavalry.  The  people  are  signing  a petition,  asking  Congress  to 
order  an  election  for  member  of  Congress  in  Western  Arkansas.  Fif- 
teen Home  Guard  companies  ask  to  be  organized  as  militia  for  home 
defense.  Hr.  Johnson  can  raise  his  infantry  regiment  from  these  organ- 
izations. All  who  have  arms  have  turned  them  over  to  the  ordnance 
officer  at  this  post,  for  use  in  case  they  are  needed.  I have  six  hundred 
stand  of  Government  arms  here.  I most  earnestly  ask  you  to  petition 
General  Curtis  to  allow  Hr.  Johnson  to  take  command  of  these  men  and 
use  them  as  auxiliaries  until  his  command  is  full,  and  to  let  me  issue  to 
Hr.  Johnson  some  arms  and  ammunition.  These  men  will  require  no 
pay,  and  only  a little  sugar,  salt,  and  coffee,  and  will  be  a bulwark  here 
in  raising  volunteer  regiments. 

A Union  meeting  will  be  held  at  Huntsville  on  Saturday. 

Hr.  Johnson  concurs  with  me,  and  desires  you  to  give  this  request 
vour  consideration. 

M.  LA  EUE  HAEEISON, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters  Central  Histrict  of  Missouri, 

Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  January  27,  1803: 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis: 

General  : The  letter  addressed  to  Hon.  Thomas  Price,  of  date  4th 
instant,  and  indorsed  by  the  President  to  you,  under  date  of  the  10th 
instant,  and  by  you  referred  to  me  for  a statement  of  facts,  is  just  re- 
ceived. 

In  assuming  command  of  this  district,  in  September  last,  I found 
many  disloyalists,  with  passes  from  the  provost-marshal,  and  sometimes 
from  other  militar^^  officials  in  Saint  Louis,  engaged  in  trade,  generally 
purchasing  stock  for  the  Government,  as  they  said.  These  men  were 
found  in  all  parts  of  the  district.  I have  reason  to  believe  that  they 
visited  the  camps  of  Quantrill  and  of  other  guerrilla  chieftains  to  pur- 
chase the  stock  their  bands  had  stolen  from  loyal  citizens.  These 
traders  hung  around  the  i)osts  where  Federal  soldiers  were  stationed, 
and  purchased  stock  from  them  which  should  have  been  either  returned 
to  the  owners  thereof  or  been  reported  to  the  proper  officers  as  contra- 
band. In  a word,  I found  the  country  being  ruined  by  the  contraband 
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trade  carried  on  by  disloyalists.  They  were  connected  with  wealthy 
parties  in  Saint  Lonis,  and  they  could  command  any  reasonable  amount 
of  money  that  they  might  require.  Their  agents  and  emissaries  fur- 
nished our  enemies  unequaled  facilities  for  a thorough  system  of  espi- 
onage. They  penetrated  in  safety  districts  where  it  was  worth  as  much 
as  his  life  for  a Union  man  to  show  himself. 

Under  the  orders  of  Governor  Gamble,  calling  out  all  the  loyal  militia 
of  the  State,  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  country  naturally  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  disloyal.  They  had  brought  civil  war  on  the  country, 
had  enrolled  themselves  as  disloyal,  and  were  enjoying  the  monopoly  of 
the  trade  of  the  country  under  the  protection  of  the  laws  which  were 
defended  by  the  loyal  citizens.  All  competition  from  loyal  traders  was 
thus  avoided.  Under  these  circumstances,  I attempted  to  prevent  the 
contraband  trade  with  our  enemies,  the  guerrillas,  and  all  commerce 
carried  on  by  disloyal  persons,  by  prohibiting  the  transportation  or  re- 
moval of  stock,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  from  one  part  of  my 
district  to  another  without  a permit  therefor,  obtained  from  the  provost- 
marshal- general  of  the  department,  a district  provost-marshal-general,  or 
from  the  nearest  local  provost-marshal.  This  was  effected  by  a circular 
order,  issued  by  my  provost-marshal- general,  acting  under  my  directions, 
a copy  of  which  is  inclosed.*  Finding  that  this  order  was  ineffectual  to 
suppress  the  contraband  trade  carried  on  by  rebels,  and  that  by  certain 
means  it  was  perverted  so  as  to  discriminate  against  Union  men  and  in 
favor  of  rebels,  it  became  necessary  to  adopt  other  means  to  furnish 
protection  to  those  who  have  the  right  to  demand  it  under  our  flag,  and 
to  resist  the  influence  of  the  disloyal.  As  a last  resort,  I believed  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  issue  Orders,  No.  6,  and  by  it  test  the  virtue  of  my  own 
headquarters.  Under  this  order  an  effectual  check  has  been  put  upon 
the  contraband  trade,  and  QuantrilPs  friends  have  to  rely  on  their  con- 
.federates  in  Kansas  for  an  outlet  for  their  stolen  stock.  To  show  that 
some  of  it  has  heretofore  gone  in  that  direction,  I inclose  herewith  a slip 
from  a newspaper*  sent  me  some  time  since.  That  this  order  has  proved 
a severe  blow  upon  the  disloyal  was  very  apparent  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  that  they  should  use  the  most  extraordinary  exertions  to 
have  it  revoked  is  very  natural,  and  whilst  I admit  its  provisions  are 
very  stringent,  yet  more  stringent  measures  have  been  advised,  as  you 
will  see  by  reference  to  Colonel  Woolfolk^s  letter,  sent  you  some  ten 
days  since.  (The  colonel,  you  will  remember,  is  the  commander  of  the 
post  at  Sedalia.)  As  a guard  against  the  shipment  of  stolen  stock,  he 
suggests  that  every  trader,  before  shipment,  should  be  required  to  pro- 
duce a bill  of  sale  for  each  animal  that  it  is  proposed  to  ship,  and  that 
the  lot  be  advertised  ten  days  in  advance,  giving  notice  that  the  adver- 
tiser would  on  a certain  day  ship  a lot  of  stock,  describing  it,  and  that 
it  should  remain  open  for  inspection  during  that  time,  so  that  those 
whose  stock  had  been  stolen  might  recover  it  before  it  was  shipped 
from  the  country.  Nor  are  they  near  so  stringent  as  they  are  repre- 
sented to  be  by  the  complainant  in  his  letter  to  General  Price.  The 
order  does  not  interfere  with  the  purchase  of  salt,  a bolt  of  cotton,  a 
piece  of  calico,  or  of  wood  or  coal  for  fuel.  It  does,  however,  require 
the  trader  who  wishes  to  carry  his  cattle,  horses,  and  mules  to  Baint 
Louis  to  show  his  hand,  that  it  may  be  known  that  he  is  an  honest  man, 
who  has  come  by  such  property  honestly,  and  that  he  is  not  one  of 
Quan trill’s  friends,  in  charge  of  the  proceeds  of  the  last  raid  made  by 
the  band.  And  of  this  General  Price’s  correspondent  complains  most 
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bitterly,  and  well  lie  may,  for  bis  occupation  is  gone,  as  well  as  Quan- 
trilPs  market  in  this  direction  for  bis  stock,  unless  this  order  can  be 
revoked. 

J regret  that  tbe  name  of  tbe  writer  of  this  letter  to  General  Price  is 
not  given,  as  1 make  no  doubt  that  bis  notorious  disloyalty  would  ob- 
viate tbe  necessity  for  any  reply  to  bis  letter.  His  statements  in  regard 
to  tbe  condition  of  this  district,  as  you  well  know,  are  unblusbingly 
false.  Tbe  occasion  wbicb  justifies  martial  law  bas  not  passed  away. 
Tbe  people  are  not  generally  quiet ; those  wbo  sympatliize  with  tbe  re- 
bellion will  not  yield  obedience  to  tbe  Government,  for  tbe  sake  of  peace 
or  otherwise.  It  is  not  true  that  tbe  civil  officers  performed  their  func- 
tions fully  or  without  molestation,  and  it  is  utterly  false  to  say  that 
tbe  machinery  of  civil  government  can  now  be  operated  as  in  times  of 
profound  peace.  On  tbe  contrary,  there  bas  been  at  no  time  since  tbe 
commencement  of  tbe  present  civil  war  when  it  required  more  vigilance 
or  a stronger  band  to  protect  Union  citizens  in  parts  of  this  district 
than  it  does  at  this  jiresent  hour.  You  know  that  tbe  whole  western 
country  is  filled  with  guerrillas,  wbo  are  carrying  on  a most  bloody 
and  cruel  warfare.  You  know  of  those  men  of  tbe  Piftb  Eegiment, 
wbo  were  most  cruelly  assassinated  by  the  guerrillas  in  Jackson  County, 
and  their  bodies  most  horribly  mutilated,  even  to  stamping  with  boot- 
heels  tbe  flesh  from  their  faces,  cutting  off  their  ears,  pouring  powder 
into  their  ears  and  exploding  it.  In  several  counties  in  tbe  district  no 
courts  of  record  of  any  kind  have  held  a session  for  several  terms  past, 
say,  for  more  than  eighteen  months.  Tbe  records  have  been  stolen, 
perhaps  destroyed,  and  tbe  civil  officers  driven  from  tbe  country. 
Kecently,  I bad  arrested  a Captain  Walley,  wbo  bad  murdered  one  Harry 
Younger,  in  Jackson  County,  for  bis  money.  Tbe  evidence  of  bis  guilt 
was  so  clear  and  conclusive  that  be  confessed  it.  Preferring  that  be 
should  be  regularly  tried  and  punished,  I directed  a court  to  be  held  in 
Independence  for  that  purpose.  Tbe  witnesses,  soldiers  in  tbe  Fifth 
Eegiment  Missouri  State  Militia,  wbo  were  stationed  at  Harrisonville,  in 
Cass  County,  were  sent  to  attend  court.  When  on  their  way,  they  were 
bushwhacked  by  a band  under  Bird  Younger,  a son  of  tbe  murdered 
man,  and  tbe  court  was  not  held.  No  court  bas  or  can  be  held  in  Jack- 
son,  Johnson,  Cass,  Bates,  Henry,  or  Vernon  Counties.  Last  fall,  when  I 
was  at  Lexington,  with  at  least  1,200  soldiers,  200  or  300  of  whom  were 
enrolled  militia  of  tbe  county,  and  with  scouts  out  daily,  I bad  a guard  of 
50  men , as  a sberift^s  posse,  attacked  and  driven  back  by  a force  of  some  200 
rebels.  It  was  impossible  for  tbe  sheriff' to  serve  a writ  without  a guard 
stronger  than  50  men.  Weekly  tbe  stage  is  stopped,  and  the  passengers 
frequently  robbed  in  this  country,  where  all  is  quiet.  You  are  well  ad- 
vised that  tbe  most  thorough,  constant,  and  energetic  means  are  resorted 
to  to  supi)ress  these  outrages,  but  a majority  of  tbe  inhabitants  are  in- 
tensely disloyal,  and  bitterly  opposed  to  tbe  Government;  they  harbor, 
protect,  and  iireserve  these  outlaws.  Our  forces  are,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  in  an  enemy’s  country,  protecting  these  enemies  in  all  their 
rights,  and  [we  are]  so  to  conduct  ourselves  that  we  can  hereafter  live  in 
harmony  and  Concord  with  them.  As  we  claim  to  be  honest  people,  and 
loyal  to  tbe  flag  of  our  country,  would  it  not  be  as  well  for  tbe  administra- 
tion to  change  this  policy  and  require  them  (the  rebels)  to  so  conduct 
themselves  that  they  can  hereafter  live  in  harmony  and  concord  with  us? 
It  is  untrue  that  the  ‘‘business  welfare”  of  any  loyal  citizen  is  made  to 
dei)end  upon  the  whim,  cajirice,  or  prejudice  of  any  one,  but  it  is  true  that 
the  agents  and  brokers  of  thieves  and  robbers  find  a check  at  the  provost- 
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marsliars  office  that  is  injurious  to  their  nefarious  trade,  but  1 do  not  be- 
lieve the  Government  is  seriously  injured  thereby.  It  is  not  true  that  any 
restrictions  have  ever  been  placed  by  military  authority  in  this  district 
on  ‘‘  wood-sawyers  or  a dealer  in  newspapers.”  The  statement  is  untrue 
where  it  is  stated  that  “it  is  not  pretended  that  such  measures  (Orders, 
N^o.  G)  are  justified  by  any  military  exigency.”  It  is  untrue  that  I ever 
resorted  to  a public  meeting  of  the  loyal  citizens  of  Sedalia  or  elsewhere 
or  to  any  other  means  to  have  my  orders  sustained  by  an  indorsement 
from  the  people.  I have  always  let  my  orders  stand  on  their  merits,  or 
I would  let  them  fall,  but  it  is  a lamentable  truth  that  our  loyal  citizens 
have  had  to  resort  to  such  means  as  public  meetings,  petitions,  and 
memorials  to  induce  the  authorities  to  extend  to  them  the  protection 
from  the  outrages  of  rebels  that  their  allegiance  entitled  them  to  de- 
mand, and  it  is  still  more  lamentable  that  it  has  frequently  happened 
that  more  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  falsehoods  of  rebels  than  to 
the  remonstrances  of  loyal  citizens.  It  is  untrue  that  the  effect  of  the 
restriction  will  injure  the  people  or  destroy  the  legitimate  trade  of  the 
district.  It  was  designed  to  check  the  contraband  and  dishonest  trade 
carried  on  by  disloyalists.  In  that  to  a great  extent  it  has  succeeded. 
When  you  called  my  iittention  to  the  complaints  that  were  made  at 
your  headquarters  in  relation  to  this  order,  I forwarded  you  a lot  of 
remonstrances  against  the  revocation  of  the  order  that  had  been  received 
from  various  parts  of  this  district.  Among  the  rest,  I think  you  will 
find  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  held  at  Sedalia,  referred  to  in  the 
letter  to  General  Price.  These  papers  had  been  sent  in  from  time  to 
time,  and  those  forwarded  you  were  of  the  last  received.  They  were 
laid  aside,  without  any  intention  of  forwarding  them  to  you,  but,  on  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  inquiry,  it  was  thought  they  might  serve  to  show 
you  the  opinion  of  the  people  in  relation  to  the  order.  They  were  sent 
to  prevent  a repeal  of  the  order,  which  the  Union  people  did  not  want 
done,  and  because  the  rebels  declared  they  would  have  it  repealed,  as 
it  destroyed  their  business.  To  sum  up  the  whole  matter  in  one  word, 
no  city,  town,  village,  post-office,  or  cross-roads  in  this  district  can  be 
found  where  a majority  of  the  Union  inhabitants  will  consent  to  a rev- 
ocation of  the  order.  I believe  it  is  an  absolute  necessity  to  continue 
in  force  the  substance  of  this  order  as  a peace  measure.  Our  loyal  peo- 
ple are  proverbial  for  their  patient  endurance  of  wrong  and  injury,  in 
obedience  to  law  and  the  orders  of  their  officers.  They  will  submit  to 
an  almost  unlimited  amount  of  wrong  and  neglect,  but  there  is  a limit 
beyond  which  even  they  might  be  aroused  into  action,  and  surely  it  is 
enough  to  make  the  blood  boil  in  the  veins  of  any  honest  man  to  have 
to  perform  military  duty  as  an  enrolled  militia  man,  without  pay  or  the 
prospect  of  any,  with  his  crops  ungathered,  his  stock  scattered,  his  wife 
and  children  without  the  common  necessaries  of  life,  that  the  laws  may 
be  guarded  and  upheld  by  his  privations  and  sufferings,  while  those 
who  have  induced  this  war  and  have  voluntarily  enrolled  themselves 
disloyal,  are  allowed  to  monopolize  the  trade  of  the  country — such  as 
Government  contractors,  who  furnish  the  stock  and  other  supplies  re- 
quired by  the  Government,  and  those  who  control  the  banks,  the  trade 
and  commerce — and  out  of  the  profits  indulge  themselves  and  their  fami- 
lies in  every  luxury  that  wealth  can  purchase ; but  when  these  insolent 
traitors  go  a step  further  and  require  this  same  Government  that  they 
scorn  and  despise  to  compel  these  soldiers  to  protect  them  in  the  trade 
carried  on  by  them  with  guerrillas,  robbers,  and  thieves,  the  demand 
becomes  intolerable,  and  the  Government  that  requires  such  soldiers  to 
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perform  such  duties  is  advancing  upon  a dangerous  experiment,  as  well 
as  inflicting  a most  intolerable  outrage  upon  its  most  loyal  subjects  and 
devoted  supporters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEK  LOAN, 

Brigadier-  General^  Missom'i  State  Militia. 

r.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  a copy  of  the  Lexington  Union  has 
been  sent  to  me  by  some  friend,  and  as  it  contains  some  articles  that 
seem  to  have  a bearing  on  the  subject  of  the  foregoing  letter,  I inclose 
it  herewith.* 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  28,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Willis  A.  Gorman, 

Commanding  District  Eastern  Arlcansas  : 

General  : I am  in  receipt  of  three  letters  of  yours  from  DevalPs  Blufl*, 
and  also  your  telegram  of  the  22d  from  Helena,  via  Memphis,  saying  you 
are  busy  sending  force  down  the  river.  Everything  seems  to  depend  on 
the  results  at  Vicksburg,  so  we  must  work,  pray,  and  wait.  I approve 
of  your  return  to  Helena,  as  it  was  consistent  with  my  orders  from  head- 
quarters and  my  orders  to  you.  Any  further  progress  would  have  taken 
you  so  far  away  as  to  delay  some  of  the  troops  in  the  down-river  move, 
which  now  cannot  be  said  of  us.  I hope  you  will  retain  ample  force  to 
hold  Helena  and  tlie  neighborhood.  An  order  from  the  President 
authorizes  General  Grant  to  take  temporary'  command  of  a portion  of 
Eastern  Arkansas,  and  I have  written  to  Grant  t to  know  what  ho  will 
include  in  such  command.  You  will,  of  course,  obey  his  orders  if  he  as- 
sumes command  extended  over  Helena  or  any  other  iiart  of  my  depart- 
ment in  Arkansas,  as  he  has  orders  to  this  effect,  and  I have  desired  he 
should  have  all  needful  power  to  secure  the  earliest  possible  success. 

I am,  general,  very  truly  yours, 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major- General. 


Springfield,  Mo.,  January  28, 1863.  . 

Major-General  Curtis  : 

I can  build  another  boat  at  Forsyth  in  a few  days,  if  deemed  advisa- 
ble. We  should  also  have  two  or  more  at  Yellville  or  some  point  below, 
if  that  route  be  chosen.  It  was  my  original  intention  to  construct  them, 
but  the  storms  and  bad  roads,  as  reported  by  General  Herron,  rendered 
it,  as  I believed,  too  dangerous  a packet  at  this  season,  yet  we  may  still 
make  that  route  practicable  and  safe,  though  I doubt  whether  there 
would  be  much  gain  of  time  unle’ss  we  can  rely  upon  supplies  by  the 
river  when  we  reach  Little  Eock.  It  seems  to  me  better  to  go  north  of 
White  Eiver  to  Batesville  if  we  are  to  go  directly  to  Little  Eock,  with- 
out reference  to  supplies  after  getting  there.  The  best  road  is  via  Fay- 
etteville and  Clarksville.  There  will  be  no  great  difficulty  in  crossing 
the  mountains  from  Fayetteville  if  Generals  Davidson  and  Warren  will 
move  down  where  I can  open  communication  with  them  when  I reach 
Little  Eock,  and  thus  get  supiilies.  If  the  river  source  fail  there  will 
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be  DO  serious  danger  in  taking  the  Fayetteville  route.  Do  you  not  use 
Vera  Cruz  for  Galena,  when  you  say  we  must  go  north  of  Vera  Cruz, 
and  probably  as  far  north  as  Ozark  N'o  forage  near  Crane  Creek. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier- General. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

January  28,  18G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  Commanding  Springfield : 

You  will  halt  the  army  at  Crane  Creek.  I thought  I so  directed  in  my 
last  dispatch.  Where  is  it?  Vera  Cruz  is  the  worst  xdace  in  America 
for  an  army.  Keep  the  force  which  was  at  Forsyth  at  that  place  at 
present.  Crane  Creek  is  a much  more  accessible  and  movable  pivot 
than  any  other  for  present  puriioses. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


Springfield,  Mo.,  January  28, 18G3. 

Major-General  Curtis: 

Your  dispatch  is  received,  and  your  orders  complied  with.  The  First 
and  Second  Divisions  will  be  at  Crane  Creek  to-morrow,  and  the  Third 
at  Forsyth.  I did  not  understand  your  previous  orders  to  remain  at 
Crane  Creek,  but  to  move  east  and  south,  and  to  come  around  the  rivers 
if  Jhey  obstruct  this  movement.  1 did  not  imagine  that  my  army  was 
to  move  around  Crane  Creek,  or  any  other  place,  as  a x)ivot,  but  to  move 
forward  by  one  route  or  the  other.  I did  not  propose  to  go  to  Vera 
Cruz  because  it  was  a good  or  bad  place  to  stay  at,  but  as  a iioint  on  my 
route  to  Batesville,  or  some  other  place  where  something  can  be  done. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Springfield,  Mo.,  January  28,  18G3. 

Major-General  Curtis: 

I have  ordered  the  construction  of  another  boat  at  Forsyth.  It  will 
be  necessary  to  move  in  some  direction  quickly  on  account  of  forage. 
It  is  scarce  even  below  Forsyth.  Much  delay  in  that  line  will  be  ruin- 
ous, from  lack  of  forage  and  distance  of  supplies.  In  view  of  the  un- 
certainty of  getting  supplies  by  the  river,  would  it  not  be  better  to 
move  east  and  connect  directly  with  Eolla,  thus  shortening  our  line 
and  at  the  same  time  getting  nearer  the  Arkansas  Eiver?  The  route 
by  Forsyth  is  the  best  if  we  can  go  directly  to  the  Arkansas  Eiver ; but 
if  we  have  to  stop  and  send  back  for  supplies,  it  will  xirove  quite  the 
reverse.  It  will  be  better  for  the  army  to  keep  moving  slowly  than  to 
lie  idle  without  forage. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Springfieldj  January  28,  18G3. 

Col.  William  Weer,  Commanding  First  Division,  Crane  CreeTc : 

Colonel:  By  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  De- 
partment of  the  Missouri,  my  orders  of  yesterday  and  to-day  directing 
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a movement  of  your  division  are  countermanded.  You  will  remain  at 
Crane  Creek  until  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

The  general  desires  me  to  add  the  request  that  you  send  out  and  col- 
lect in  all  the  forage  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  WM.  M.  WHERRY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Department  of  tee  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  28,  1863. 

General  W.  P.  Hall,  Jefferson  City: 

My  Dear  Sir  : 1 have  no  idea  of  removing  Guitar  while  he  carefully 
administers  his  district  consistent  with  my  orders.  I saw  some  news- 
paper complaints  of  his  arrest  of  Union  men,  but,  knowing  his  general 
good  sense,  I trusted  he  would  carefully  adjust  the  matter,  as  I under- 
stand he  did.  I wish  he  had  his  regiment  near  him,  and  I do  not  know 
how  soon  I may  order  it  back  to  the  north  side.  The  rebels  do  very 
well  wliile  we  have  force  always  ready  to  take  them  by  the  throat,  but 
the  Union  men  fear  a renewal  of  devilment  the  moment  occasion  offers. 

We  must  retain  a steady,  strong  government  everywhere  while  the 
war  continues.  In  the  main,  however,  the  State  is  quiet.  The  rout  of 
the  rebels  on  the  Upper  and  Lower  Arkansas  has  terribly  crippled 
their  resources,  but  they  cannot  be  effectually  followed  up  till  boats  can 
be  procured  to  constantly  run  on  White  and  Arkansas  Rivers.  Every- 
thing is  now  moving  on  Vicksburg.  Other  movements  contemplated 
by  me  are  suspended  until  sui)plies  can  be  carried  by  water  up  the  Ar- 
kansas. Of  course,  the  peace  of  Missouri  depends  very  much  upon  the 
success  of  our  arms  in  driving  the  rebels  below  the  Arkansas  River, 
which  can  soon  be  done  when  w^e  have  the  gunboats  requisite  to  hold 
those  rivers,  which  must  be  our  main  line  of  defense.  I hope  you  will 
run  that  legislature  machine  in  the  right  loyal  channel.  If  you  can 
elect  a true  man-  to  the  Senate,  and  dispose  of  the  negro  question,  you 
will  be  immortal,  and  the  State  will  be  forever  safe  and  prosperous.  I 
am  glad  to  see  you  have  meetings,  which  bring  together  all  the  true 
Union  men.  Such  meetings  will  secure  final  unity  of  action.  Four 
months  have  now  transpired  since  I was  unexpectedly,  and  without  my 
desire,  placed  in  command  of  this  department.  It  has  been  a most 
laborious  and  difficult  position,  as  you  very  well  know.  My  troops  have 
everywhere  behaved  nobly,  and  success  has  continued  to  follow  ray 
commands.  For  all  this,  I am  sincerely  thankful  to  the  Ruler  of  na- 
tions and  armies.  The  x>eople,  too,  have  everywhere  evinced  patriotic 
forbearance.  The  political  issues  pending  in  your  legislative  councils, 
especially  those  involving  the  fate  of  slavery,  have  divided  the  people 
considerably,  and  created  fear,  jealousy,  and  bickerings  ; but  they  are 
conducted  with  more  moderation  than  I had  reason  to  apprehend. 
Prudence  and  patience  will  wear  through  all  this,  but  the  times  require 
constant  and  universal  vigilance  in  every  quarter  and  in  every  branch 
of  the  public  service. 

Hoping  that  your  councils  may  be  guided  by  wisdom,  and  fully  ac- 
complish the  patriotic  desires  of  the  people,  and  convince  other  border 
States  that  Missouri  is  unquestionably  loyal,  I remain,  general,  ver}^ 
truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 
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llDQRS.  8tii  and  9th  Dists.,  Dept.  of  the  Missouri, 

Camp  Curtis^  Arlc.^  January  29,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

Sir  : The  scout  I sent  into  the  Nation,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Down- 
ing, has  returned.  They  distributed  the  flour  and  meal  I sent  to  the 
most  needy.  He  reports  great  destitution  in  the  Nation.  Some  women 
he  supplied  had  not  eaten  grain  or  bread  for  two  days.  The  transpor- 
tation and  other  means  here  are  too  limited  to  do  all  that  is  required, 
but  what  can  be  done  will  be. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  forage,  and  the  distance  wheat 
has  to  be  hauled,  and  having  to  run  a number  of  small  and  indifferent 
water  mills  at  considerable  distances  apart,  and  sending  scouts  to  the 
Arkansas  Eiver,  I have  to  work  the  force  and  trains  to  the  extent  of 
their  ability. 

The  brigade  train  turned  over  to  me  was  a miserable  affair— thirty 
wagons,  without  a single  cover,  and  four  broken-down  mules  to  a team. 
They  were  the  refuse  rejected  by  the  regiments  at  Elm  Springs  when 
the  transportation  was  cut  down. 

Colonel  Harrison  has  just  informed  me  that  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Stuart,  of  the  Tenth  Illinois,  who  was  sent  on  the  scout  to  Van  Buren, 
had  entered  that  place  and  taken  a number  of  prisoners.  I directed 
him  to  send  a reconnaissance  some  distance  down  the  Clarksville  road, 
and  also  to  send  spies  from  the  Arkansas  men  into  Clarksville.  I have 
not  yet  heard  from  Clarksville  definitely,  the  rumor  being  that  some 
forces  are  there. 

My  object  in  sending  scouts  to  the  Arkansas  Eiver  is  to  keep  strag- 
gling bands  of  the  enemy  on  the  other  side  until  the  ground  already 
covered  is  fully  occupied. 

Colonel  [Stand]  Watie  is  extremely  anxious  to  get  some  of  his  com- 
mand back  into  the  Cherokee  Nation.  When  I burned  Fort  Davis  all 
of  General  Cooper’s  forces  fled  toward  Eed  Eiver ; but  a force  was  sent 
back  a few  days  ago,  and  just  as  Colonel  Downing  went  down  they 
attempted  to  cross  (some  of  [J.  M.]  Bryan’s  men  at  Fort  Gibson  and 
Watie’s  at  Webber’s  Falls).  Hearing  of  the  scout,  they  precipitately 
recrossed  the  river.  The  great  destitution  and  scarcity  of  forage  renders 
it  difficult  for  them,  as  forces,  to  enter  or  travel  over  the  country. 

I deem  it  proper  to  communicate  to  you  that  there  is  a proposed  meet- 
ing of  the  Cherokee  council  and  committee.  In  the  Second  and  Third 
Indian  Eegiments  are  a quorum  of  these  bodies,  and  other  loyal  citizens 
not  in  the  army  are  near  or  with  it.  I think  it  desirable  that  the  rep- 
resentative bodies  of  the  Nation  should  meet.  The  acting  chief,  Captain 
Pegg,  is  here.  I understand  they  propose  rescinding  the  ordinance  of 
secession,  that  was  forced  on  them,  and  of  other  actions  of  a similar 
nature,  and  loyal  demonstrations  to  the  Government  will  likely  follow. 
I shall  move  across  the  line  into  the  Nation  when  it  convenes,  to  protect 
them.  The  extreme  anxiety  of  the  rebel  forces  to  get  back  into  the 
Nation  is  to  prevent  such  official  action.  So  far  as  it  can  be  done  con- 
sistently with  my  military  duties,  I deem  it  better  to  accord  my  aid  to 
a movement  just  in  itself  and  significant  for  the  future  as  regards  the 
whole  Indian  Territory. 

I am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel^  Coynmanding  Third  Brigade, 
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General  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Northeast  Missouri, 

No.  1.  j ^Yarrenton^  ilio.,  January  20,  1803. 

In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  24,  current  series,  Headquar- 
ters Department  of  the  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  McKean,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  has  assumed  command  of  this  district. 

* * * # 

By  order  of  General  Thomas  J.  McKean  : 

HAERISON  A.  GLEIM, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis.)  January  30,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson,  In  the  Field  : 

General:  I am  in  receipt  of  two  dispatches,  giving  satisfactory 
news  of  your  movements  and  purposes.  I think  we  must  rely  on  the 
Pilot  Knob  route  as  the  proiier  line  of  communication  to  Batesville. 
By  keeiiing  pretty  near  Black  River  our  line  is  protected  on  that  flank, 
and,  moreover,  we  can  unite  operations  with  that  fiver,  which  is  navi- 
gable a considerable  portion  of  the  year.  Besides,  the  road  to  Rolla  is 
naturally  just  as  liable  to  cut  up  and  become  bad,  and  also  has  a vast 
deal  more  of  crossing  streams  than  we  have  on  tlie  Pilot  Knob  road. 
Then,  again,  we  have  the  old  telegraph  poles  on  the  Pilot  Knob  route, 
and  I very  much  want  you  connected  by  the  wires.  If  these  arguments 
are  good  in  the  main,  do  not  abandon  the  Pilot  Knob  route,  except  it 
may  be  temporarily,  till  the  Houston  route  is  also  cut  up,  as  it  certainly 
will  be,  after  using  it  during  these  rains.  If  necessary,  let  us  have 
more  work  done  on  the  road,  but  I suppose  at  iiresent  you  have  had 
enough  of  this.  Study  the  proper  line  from  Van  Buren  toward  Bates- 
viUe,  in  view  of  all  I have  now  said,  and  let  us  have  the  wires  following 
you  as  fast  as  possible  on  what  we  will  at  all  times  consider  the  main 
road  to  Jacksonport  and  Batesville.  After  Warren  reaches  you,  a dash 
on  Batesville  would  be  a good  move.  You  would  gain  nothing  by  delay 
there.  Till  we  get  the  boats  to  hold  the  rivers,  some  movements  with 
cavalry  and  light  artillery  beyond  your  main  reserve  will  make  the 
rebels  fear,  and  our  friends  feel  your  power  and  presence.  Gunboats 
went  up  White  River  to  Des  Arc  and  the  Arkansas  to  Arkansas  Post, 
but  the  Vicksburg  matter  is  deemed  of  primary  importance,  and  every- 
thing now  moves  in  that  direction.  Pending  that  affair,  yours  will  now 
be  my  advanced  army,  and  I hope  you  will  have  everything  ready  to 
unite  with  the  boats,  if  they  come  again  into  White  River.  If  Hindman 
is  at  Oil  Trough  Bend,  which  I doubt,  he  may  try  to  fight  you  for  for- 
age, &c.  He  has,  with  Holmes^  force,  a much  stronger  army  than  he 
had  at  Prairie  Grove,  and  would  be  too  strong  for  you.  Pilot  Knob 
would  be  your  i)roper  place  to  fall  back  upon,  if  he  should  attempt  to 
move  upon  you  with  superior  force.  But  yyu  will  carefully  study  the 
matter.  I hardly  think  he  will  dare  to  come  on  this  side  of  White  River 
with  a considerable  force.  My  last  advices  place  him  near  Little  Rock, 
he  having  retreated  from  the  vicinity  of  Port  Smith  to  that  quarter.  I 
can  appreciate  your  trials  in  the  wet  season,  and  commend  your  efforts 
to  procure  means  for  self-reliance.  I shall  do  all  I can  to  aid  you  and 
strengthen  you,  and  remain,  general,  very  truly, -your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Gamp  at  West  Plains^  January  31,  1863. 

Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  concentration  of  the  troops 
composing  the  army  at  this  point  on  yesterday.  Warren’s  troops,  from 
Houston ; my  own, from  Alton,  flanking  the  supply  trains,  and  the  sup- 
ply trains  from  Van  Buren,  via  Thomasville,  all  reached  here  within  a 
few  hours  of  each  other. 

I have  sent  up  for  shoes.  The  paper  soles  the  contractors  now  fur- 
nish render  their  frequent  renewal  a matter  of  vexation. 

I have  sent  wagons  to  Houston  for  the  subsistence  stores  left  there, 
and  a train  to  Eolla.  I have  put  the  troops  on  half  rations,  filling  up 
the  balance  with  what  can  be  gotten  from  the  country,  and  very  little  it 
is.  I have  drained  the  country  from  Pilot  Knob  to  this  point  of  cattle 
and  corn. 

An  expedition  sent  by  me  into  Arkansas,  to  the  Stubbfield  Settle- 
ment, down  on  Eleven  Point  River,  failed  to  get  many  cattle.  We  can- 
not remain  here  long;  we  must  keep  moving  for  forage. 

My  people  are  in  good  heart,  and  ready  for  your  orders,  but,  I must 
confess,  this  problem  of  food,  over  such  roads,  has  put  some  gray  hairs 
in  my  head.  Through  a rich  country  it  would  be  easy,  in  spite  of  the 
roads,  to  bring  out  results;  but  South  Missouri ! your  army  went  through 
part  of  it,  and  it  is  worse  now  than  then.  I sent,  by  Colonel  Boyd,  a 
suggestion  to  the  general  that  it  would  be  well,  while  in  the  Eolla 
District,  that  I should  have  command  of  it.  My  trains  could  then  run 
to  Houston  as  a base,  my  supplies  being  directed  from  Eolla  to  that 
point. 

Refugees  just  in  from  Arkansas  confirm  the  report  brought  in  by  Colo- 
nel Waring  that  Holmes  has  ordered  all  citizens  who  claim  to  live  under 
Southern  rule  south  of  White  River.  I send  Waring  with  a brigade  of 
cavalry  to  Batesville,  supported  by  a brigade  of  infantry  and  four  guns 
as  far  as  Salem,  and  may  be  Evening  Shade.  I have  confidence  enough 
in  his  adroitness.  He  brings,  beside  the  reconnaissance,  all  the  horses 
and  mules  (which  we  need  now  very  much)  and  cattle  he  finds  upon  the 
road. 

I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DAVIDSOK, 
Brigadier- General y Commanding, 


Springfield,  Mo.,  January  31,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis  : 

Cannot  transports  with  supplies  be  sent,  under  convoy  of  gunboats, 
up  Arkansas  or  White  River  in  time  to  meet  us  at  Little  Rock  or  Bates- 
ville ? My  force,  Warren’s,  and  Davidson’s  would  thus  be  in  position  to 
assist  the  army  before  Vicksburg  or  elsewhere  on  the  Mississippi  River. 
I believe  the  rebel  force  in  Arkansas  has  all  gone  in  that  direction.  Is 
it  not  possible  for  us  to  join  in  the  final  struggle  for  the  Mississippi  ? 
Pardon  the  suggestion. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Unofficial.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Springfield^  January  31, 1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in- Chiefs  Washington^  D.  C.  : 

General  : Pardon  me  for  suggesting  that  the  forces  under  command 
of  Davidson,  Warren,  and  myself  might  be  made  available  in  the  open- 
ing of  the  Mississippi,  should  that  result  not  be  accomplished  quickly. 

Before  I left  Saint  Louis,  it  was  understood  that  I should  be  informed 
when  expeditions  were  ready  to  start  up  the  Arkansas  and  White 
Eivers,  so  that  I might  march  down  the  Arkansas  Valley  and  join  them ; 
but  there  seems  to  have  been  no  concert  of  action  in  the  matter.  I 
got  no  news  of  the  movement  of  those  expeditions  until  they  had  re- 
turned. 

General  Curtis  now  informs  me  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  supplies 
by  either  river  at  present,  and  hence  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  but 
to  wait  until  the  Arkansas  Eiver  shall  be  permanently  held  by  the 
forces  from  below.  I have  suggested  to  the  general  that,  possibly,  trans- 
ports and  supplies  might  be  sent  up  one  river  or  the  other  to  meet  us. 
We  would  then  be  in  position  to  hold  the  rivers,  and  strike  out  from 
Little  Eock,  or  go  down  and  assist  in  the  attack  on  Vicksburg,  as  might 
be  advisable. 

The  river  may  be  open  before  this  letter  can  reach  you,  and  again  it 
may  not  a month  hence.  I see  no  necessity  for  our  lying  idle  to  await 
so  uncertain  a contingency.  On  the  contrary,  I believe  we  may  be 
placed  in  position  to  add  much  to  the  probability  of  speedy  success  in 
the  effort  to  open  the  Mississippi. 

There  is  no  considerable  force  of  the  enemy  north  of  the  Arkansas 
Eiver;  indeed,  I believe  they  have  all  gone,  or  are  going  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  to  Vicksburg. 

Ten  thousand  infantry  and  artillery  can  be  spared  from  Southern 
Missouri  and  Northern  Arkansas,  and  can  easily  reach  Vicksburg  in 
twenty  days  from  the  time  the  order  is  given.  If  it  be  found  unneces- 
sary to  go  farther  than  Little  Eock,  so  much  the  better.  We  will  then 
be  in  position  to  operate  toward  Arkadelphia,  where  the  enemy  has 
gone,  if  he  has  not  gone  beyond. 

The  war  is,  of  course,  ended  in  this  part  of  the  country,  at  least  for  a 
long  time  to  come,  and  I am  impatient  of  this  long  idleness. 

I am,  general,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis j January  31,  1863. 
His  Excellency  President  Abraham  Lincoln  : 

Mr.  Broadhead,  at  your  instance,  brought  me  an  order,  published  by 
General  Wright’s  subordinate,  General  Granger,  in  Kentucky,  which 
you  wished  me  to  consider  as  probably  favorable  to  difficulties  in  Mis- 
souri. The  Union  element  in  Kentucky  seems  to  evade  or  oppose  your 
plans.  The  order  excludes  all  persons  not  belonging  to  the  army  ” 
from  our  camps.  This  is  General  Halleck’s  Orders,  No.  3,  in  different 
words,  and  would  not  do  in  my  command,  where  we  are  taking  the  ‘^bull 
by  the  horns.”  If  they  would  do  so  in  Kentucky,  I am  confident  you  and 
ail  would  have  less  trouble.  A few  snarling  officers  and  rebel  slave- 
holders oppose,  but  the  great  mass  demand  that  the  acts  of  Congress 
and  your  proclamation  shall  appear  a living  reality.  I am  doing  very 
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little  more  than  to  hold  the  matter  before  the  people,  as  1 arji  urged  to 
do  by  your  most  discreet  and  loyal  friends.  I claim  that  the  success 
of  my  commands,  the  popular  demonstrations  at  the  ballot-box,  the 
peace  of  Missouri,  the  public  demonstrations,  all  demonstrate  the  pro- 
priety of  such  a policy.  I earnestly  try  to  prevent  the  gathering  into 
my  lines  of  any,  especially  the  negroes  of  loyal  citizens,  and  especially 
because  they  encumber  my  camps.  There  is  no  occasion  for  orders  to 
exclude,  because  the  encumbrance  prevents  any  considerable  amount 
of  such  fugitives,  except  in  Arkansas,  where  thousands  do  come  within 
our  lines,  and  I have  tried  to  protect  and  use  them  for  various  purposes. 
I have  no  trouble  with  the  soldiers,  the  people,  or  the  negroes ; but  a 
few  officers,  a few  slaveholders,  and  a few  butternut  politicians  are 
constantly  trying  to  make  a mountain  out  of  a mole-hill,  and  procuring 
a false  imi)ression  somewhere. 

Missouri  can  only  be  successful  in  her  efforts  to  settle  down  quietly  in 
the  Union  by  allowing  the  Union  leaders,  and  not  the  Union,  doubters, 
to  hold  the  sway  and  direct  public  opinion.  The  slave  power  will  be 
respected,  but  it  cannot  lead  in  this  department.  The  people  have 
resolved  to  carry  out  your  war  policy,  and  I rejoice  in  their  determina- 
tion. 

I am,  Mr.  President,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 


Abstract  from  returns  of  the  troojys  in  the  De;partment  of  the  Missouri  * for  January  31,  1883. 


Command. 


District  of  Saint  Louis,  Brig;.  Gen. 
Eugene  A.  Carr. 

District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 
Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  B.  Brown : 

Staff 

Volunteer  fotce 

Cavalry  forc'e,  Missouri  State 
Militia, 

Total  District  of  Southwestern 
Missouri. 

Army  of  the  Frontier,  Brig.  Gen. 
John  M.  Schofield : 

Staff... 

First  Division,  Col.  William 
Weer. 

Second  Division,  Col.  J.  G.  Clark.. 
Third  Division,  Col.  James  O. 
Gower. 

Troops  in  the  field,  Capt.  Albert 
P.  Peabody. 

Total  Army  of  the  Frontier. .. 

District  of  Kansas,  Brig.  Gen.  James 
G.  Blunt.  ^ ' • 

District  of  Colorado,  Col.  John  M. 
Chivington. 


Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Heavy. 

Field. 

399 

6,  591 

9,  674 

12, 358 

5 

5 

6 

32 

356 

752 

878 

113 

1,  889 

2,  510 

3, 417 

150 

2,  245 

3,  207 

4,  301 

11 

11 

11 

139 

3,  016 

3,  890 

5,  223 

.... 

22 

101 

2,101 

2, 740 

4, 145 

130 

3,  087 

3,  946 

5,  644 

12 

9 

230 

320 

357 

390 

8, 434 

10,  907 

15,  380 



34 

60 

1,^ 

1,  966 

”^42^ 

~T 

r 

55 

- 1,189 

1,  680 

2, 058 

9 

Headquarters. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


Springfield,  Mo. 


Springfield,  Mo. 


Denver  City,  Colo. 


* Compiled  from  district  and  other  subordinate  returns,  and  incomplete.  No  de- 
partmental returns  on  file. 
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Ahslr act  from  returns  of  the  troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri— Continued. 


Present  for 
duty. 

a 

a> 

OD 

Aggregate  present  1 

and  absent.  j 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

' 

Command. 

j Officers. 

Men. 

U 

<D 

S) 

O' 

5) 

bn 

Heavy. 

Field. 

Headquarters. 

Army  of  Southeastern  Missouri,  Brig. 

West  Plains,  Mo. 

Gen.  Jolm  W.  Davidson: 

, 

Stall' 

9 

Fii’st  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  William 

128 

2,  378 

2,  897 

4,  268 

10 

P.  Benton.  | 

Second  Division,  Col.  Chester 

1.54 

3,  022 

4,  061 

5,  447 

6 

Harding,  jr. 

Cavalry  Division,  Col.  George  E. 
W aring. 

49 

1,  039 

1,683 

2,  827 

Total  Army  of  Southeastern 
Missouri. 

*331 

6,  439 

8,  641 

12,  551 

16 

District  of  Hebraska,  Brig.  Gen. 

524 

758 

819 

Omaha  City,  Hebr. 

James  Craig. 

Missouri  State  Militia,  Governor 
Gamble. 

351 

6,  619 

8,  384 

10, 188 

2 

9 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

Troops  at  Helena,*  Col.  Cyrus  Bussey. 

124 

2,  556 

3,  445 

to 

00 

00 

1- 

7 

Grand  total 

1,  894 

35,  930 

48,  722 

64, 368 

9 

83 

Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest,  Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope  com- 
mandiruj,  for  January,  1863;  headq^uar ter s Madison,  JVis. 


Coromand. 


Present 
for  duty. 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


Headquarters. 


Department  staff 

First  Military  District,  Brig.  Gen.  John 
Cook: 

Staff 

Infantry 

Cavalry 


Total  First  Military  District. 


Total  District  of  Minnesota. 


Total  State  of  TVisconsin . 


Grand  total. 


12 


16 


24 


29 


129 

106 


3 

154 

129 


4 

289 

183 


4 

289 

185 


15 


235 


28G 


476 


478 


District  of  Minnesota,  Brig.  Gen.  Henry 
H.  Sibley: 

Infantry 

Cavalry 


2,  939 
837 


3, 432 
962 


4,  545 
1,169 


4,  545 
1,040 


State  of  Wisconsin,  Brig.  Gen.  W ashing- 
ton  L.  Elliott : 

Infantry : 

Madison,  Col.  Daniel  J.  Dill 

Bacine,  Col.  Isaac  E.  Messmore.. 
Bayfield,  Capt.  Harvey  Fairchild 
Superior,  Capt.  J.  D.  Dickson  t 


189 


3, 776 


1,282 

687 

48 


4,  394 


1,  775 
835 
55 


5,714 


1,867 

887 

71 


5, 591 


1,  898 
928 
71 


82  2,017 


2,  665 


2,  825 


298  j6,032 


7,  361 


9,  039 


2,  897 


8,  995 


20 


20 


20 


Madison,  Wis. 
Sioux  City,  Iowa. 


Saint  Paul,  Minn. 


* These  troops  belong  to  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee.  Strength  is  given  as 
reported  January  20. 

t Paroled  troops  organized  into  a company  of  about  60  men. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  1,  18G3. 
His  Excellency  Gov.  Hamilton  E.  Gamble  : 

I am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  24tli  instant,  conveying  the  preamble 
and  resolutions  of  the  honorable  senate  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  stating 
that  it  has  been  represented  that  a confiict  of  opinion  has  arisen  among 
the  military  forces  at  Ghillicothe,  Mo.,  growing  out  of  the  action  of  the 
lirovost-marshal  at  that  place,  threatening  collision  and  bloodshed,  and 
requesting  me  to  investigate  the  causes  of  dissatisfaction,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, to  send  a sufficient  force  there  to  enforce  the  [laws  of  the  State 
of  jkissouri,  has  been  duly  received. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  Ghillicothe  was  the  headquar- 
ters of  General  Slack,  a leader  of  the  rebel  forces,  who  fled  precipitately 
at  the  approach  of  my  command  on  the  14th  June,  1861,  and  finally  fell 
at  the  battle  of  Pea  Eidge,  in  Arkansas,  an  unfortunate  victim  of  my 
jiursuing  forces.  Some  sympathizers  remained  near  his  old  home,  but 
they  are  generally  sensible  of  the  hopelessness  of  their  cause  in  Mis- 
souri, and  the  loyal  inhabitants  are  watchful  and  carefully  enrolled  to 
preserve  the  peace  and  suppress  further  outbreak.  I had  not  heard  of 
any  recent  difficulty  or  apprehension  at  that  place,  and  have  the  honor 
to  submit  a statement,  signed  by  about  250  of  the  Enrolled  Militia  of 
the  township,  assuring  me  no  such  danger  of  conflict  is  known  to  them, 
and  I am  told  these  are  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  the  Enrolled  Militia  of  the 
place.  The  provost-marshal  is  one  of  the  Enrolled  Militia,  and  there 
is  no  other  force  in  the  vicinity.  They  are  all  equally  interested  in  a 
watchful  supervision  of  the  neighborhood,  and  I am  glad  to  find,  gen- 
erally, a.  hearty  co-operation  to  sustain  regulations  designed  and  calcu- 
lated to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  State. 

As  a further  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  honorable  senate  of 
the  State  of  Missouri,  I shall  instruct  the  commander  of  the  district  to 
make  further  examination,  and  specially  notice  the  affairs  of  that  vicin- 
ity, and  if  such  danger  can  be  ascertained,  it  will,  if  possible,  be  sup- 
pressed and  the  laws  faithfully  executed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be.  Your  Excellency’s  obedient  servant, 

SAME.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major- General. 


Springfield,  Mo.,  February  2,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis: 

I have  everything  ready  for  movement.  If  you  still  adhere  to  the 
Forsyth  line,  I might  cross  the  river  there,  and  move  down  the  AVhite 
Eiver  Valley  to  some  point  below  Yellville — Mount  Olive,  perhaps — 
where  I could  easily  draw  supplies  from  Eolla,  if  necessary  to  wait  for 
boats.  The  weather  and  roads  are  good.  I onlv  await  your  orders. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

February  2,  1863. 

General  Schofield,  Sjyringfield: 

I decide  in  favor  of  the  route  by  Forsyth.  You  must  have  ample 
arrangements  for  crossing  before  main  force  moves  over.  It  might  be 
well  to  have  a small  field-work  or  block-house  to  support  the  ferry  cross- 
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ing,  as  we  must  have  the  ferry  secure  against  rogues.  All  the  rebel 
force  of  Arkansas  might  venture  to  mass  between  Arkansas  and  White 
in  the  absence  of  our  gunboats,  so  we  must  have  the  means  of  return  or 
re-enforcement.  Forage  must  be  very  scarce  this  side  of  White  Kiver, 
but  while  we  are  delayed  in  the  main  object  for  boats,  we  must  not  ven- 
ture too  far  for  forage.  It  will  be  better  to  seek  it,  as  you  suggested, 
on  this  side  of  Crane  Creek  till  ferry  and  boats  are  ready. 

SAML.  K.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis.,  February  3,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk: 

General  : I hardlj^  dare  to  enter  upon  a line  to  you,  I have  so  much 
to  say  and  so  little  time  for  talking.  I cordially  directed  everything  to 
be  turned  to  account  of  Vicksburg  efibrt,  and  the  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent giving  General  Grant  temporary  command  was  necessary  and 
proper  to  place  everything  in  the  vicinity  entirely  subordinate  to  his 
efforts.  I hope  he  will  act  with  wisdom,  prudence,  fortitude,  and  dili- 
gence, until  you  have  the  river  cleaned  out.  I am  very  sorry  that  I can- 
not be  with  him  to  help  him  and  all  of  you  in  this  important  crisis,  and 
only  console  myself  for  my  absence  in  knowing  that  I have  enough  to 
do  to  regulate  a department  that  somebody  must  take  care  of,  and  I am 
always  ready  to  do  my  share  of  drudgery.  I suppose  General  Grant 
will  take  most  of  the  troops  to  Vicksburg,  but  I think  he  is  wise  in 
going  down  to  see  where  he  can  camp  them.  It  may  be  high  water  will 
flood  the  whole  country  about  there,  and  in  that  event  our  troops  will 
have  a terrible  time  in  camps  which  can  only  be  below  the  general  level 
of  the  waters.  I have  seen  Mrs.  Fisk,  and  have  acted  upon  her  infor- 
mation regarding  the  sick.  I will  order  arrangements  for  1,000  on 
land  and  more  on  boats  at  Helena.  The  danger  is  we  have  not  build- 
ings sufficient  at  Helena.  I suppose  General  Gorman  will  go  below.  I 
would  immediately  send  a successor  on  this  supposition  if  I considered 
the  point  still  in  my  command.  Your  rank  may  allow  your  holding 
command  of  the  post,  while  a higher  officer  might  have  the  district. 
Helena  seems  to  be  the  center  of  distraction  and  detraction.  I would 
like  to  see  new  efforts  to  quiet  the  turbulent  waters  of  that  vicinity.  I 
-see  they  have  it  that  I am  in  i>artnership  with  Gorman  in  cotton  specula- 
tions. I hope  he  is  as  innocent  as  I am.  They  will  probably  scatter  on 
receipt  of  Grant’s  order  charging  $100  for  a permit.  But  my  office  calls 
make  it  impossible  to  write.  This  is  my  birthday,  and  I have  a few 
friends  to  call  this  evening  to  visit  me.  I sincerely  wish  you  could  be 
with  them.  Support  and  sustain  everybody,  especially  the  most  infirm 
of  our  comrades.  Human  frailty  is  very  great,  and  we  must  make  the 
very  best  of  the  men  around  us.  Your  good  virtue  will  enable  you  to 
reconcile  many  difficulties,  and  I hope  you  will  not  weary  in  well-doing. 
Do  not  run  into  needless  exposures,  and  do  not  encourage  rash  or  pre- 
cipitate movements.  I hope  strategy  will  be  well  considered,  and  human 
life  saved  as  much  as  possible.  Give  my  kind  regards  to  my  comrades 
about  you,  friends  especially.  Hold  up  their  hands,  and  be  assured  my 
hopes  and  prayers  will  follow  you  in  the  trials  and  dangers  of  this  event- 
ful campaign. 

I remain,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

SAML.  E.  GHETIS, 

Major-General. 
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'Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  3,  18G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  G.  Washburn: 

General  : I am  just  now  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  22cl,  and  certainly 
approve  of  your  conduct  in  writing  me  fully  as  to  your  views  of  things 
around  you.  I participate  with  you  in  the  most  kind  regard  for  General 
Gorman.  I knew  him,  and  that  was  all.  He  was  ordered  to  my  com* 
mand  without  a word  from  me,  and  his  rank  seems  to  entitle  him  to  the 
position  which  I have  given  him.  I suppose  General  Grant  has  made 
new  arrangements,  which  I hope  will  quiet  new  difficulties  and  com- 
plications which  have  accumulated  in  Eastern  Arkansas.  It  is  most 
extraordinary  that  we  have  so  many  incompetent  men  in  official  posi- 
tion, and  still  more  that  they  seem  to  run  things  into  excess  of  folly 
whenever  they  have  any  chance  to  make  character.  I sent  you  down 
to  Helena,  beiieving  that  men  of  no  business  capacity  and  very  little 
brains  would  listen  to  reason.  You  made  some  impression,  I am  con- 
iident,  but  I afterward  sent  Colonel  Ohipman  and  Colonel  Colburn  to 
help  restrain  folly  and  extravagance.  Eecently,  however,  1 am  assured, 
things  have  got  into  utter  confusion,  which  can  only  be  rectified  after 
General  Grant  and  I fully  understand  our  relative  position.  In  one 
matter  I shall  exercise  the  functions  of  commander.  I shall  order  the 
assistant  surgeon-general  to  provide  hospital  arrangements  for  a thou- 
sand sick  and  wounded  on  shore,  and  further  accommodations  on  water. 
I will  also  require  a change  in  medical  control,  being  informed  that  in 
this  regard  matters  have  become  terribly  deranged  and  disgusting. 
But  the  moving,  shifting  attitude  of  troops  at  Helena*  must  confound 
and  confuse  matters  at  Helena,  and  I can  make  some  allowances  for  diffi- 
culties of  this  kind.  I write  in  the  hurry  of  business,  and  only  to  as- 
sure you  of  my  continued  anxious  efforts  to  keep  matters  right.  We 
must  bear  and  forbear,  toil  and  toil  on,  and  hope  that  God  in  his  mercy 
will  ultimately  secure  our  triumph  and  peace. 

Trulv,  &c.. 

SAME.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


Springfield,  Mo.,  February  3,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis: 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  received.  I will  go  to  Forsyth  to- 
morrow and  push  forward  the  construction  of  boats  and  block-house  or 
field-work,  as  you  order.  We  have  now  lost  five  days  of  fine  weather 
and  good  roads,  and  it  will  take  from  seven  to  ten  more  to  get  across 
the  river  at  Forsyth.  We  could  easily  have  reached  Bates ville  in  a 
shorter  time  than  that  named.  I apprehend  no  danger  from  the  rebels 
between  the  Arkansas  and  White  Eivers ; but  if  there  is  any,  as  you 
believe,  it  would  seem  wiser  to  move  on  a line  where  re-enforcements  can 
be  had  from  Warren  and  Davidson.  There  is  forage  enough  for  a mov- 
ing army  on  either  side  of  White  Eiver.  There  need  be  no  delay,  except 
in  crossing  and  what  may  be  caused  by  bad  roads.  I do  not  understand 
whether  I am  to  judge  when  and  how  far  I may  move,  or  whether  I must 
wait  for  further  orders.  I will  move  at  once  with  your  permission. 

Colonel  Cloud  informs  me  that  he  and  his  brigade  are  ordered  to  re- 
main here.  Are  they  detached  from  my  command 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  FronIter, 

Springfield.,  Febrxiary  3,  18C3. 

Maj.  Geu.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

General-in- Chief,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  : I am  compelled  to  say  that  I believe  the  interests  of  the 
service  demand  my  removal  from  this  command.  While  it  would  be 
mortifying  to  me  to  be  transferred  to  an  inferior  one,  I will  cheerfully 
submit  to  it  rather  than  remain  here  longer,  because  I believe  it  will  be 
much  better  for  the  country. 

I do  not  desire  to  impugn  the  motives  of  General  Curtis.  He  may 
be  perfectly  honest  and  sincere  in  all  his  official  acts ; whether  so  or 
not  is  immaterial.  The  fact  is  undeniable  that  his  whole  course,  while 
I have  been  in  command  of  this  army,  has  been  calculated  to  prevent 
my  accomplishing  any  good  resuU.  He  has  discouraged  every  advance 
I have  made,  and  repeatedly  ordered  me  to  fall  back.  He  detained  me 
in  Saint  Louis  nearly  a week  after  I was  ready  to  return  to  my  com- 
mand, for  no  other  apparent  reason  than  to  give  Blunt  and  Herron  time 
to  make  their  raid  to  Yan  Buren. 

As  soon  as  I had  arrived  and  assumed  command,  he  ordered  me  to 
fiill  back.  At  length  I got  this  order  modified,  so  as  to  permit  me  to 
move  east  and  south  ; but  the  mountains  having  become  impassable,  I 
was  compelled  to  come  round  by  Crane  Creek.  Arrived  at  that  place, 
he  refuses  to  let  me  go  farther.  I have  been  lying  here  five  days,  while 
the  roads  and  weather  are  fine,  and  I cannot  get  permission  to  move  in 
any  direction. 

The  entire  force  of  the  enemy  in  Arkansas  is  at  Little  Rock,  or  below 
that  point.  Ro* force  can  be  subsisted  in  Northwestern  Arkansas  by  the 
enemy,  and  it  is  not  possible  for  my  command  to  do  any  good  by  re- 
maining here.  We  must  move  to  tlie  eastern  part  of  the  State  sooner 
or  later,  of  course.  Why  not  do  it  now  is  more  than  I can  imagine. 
It  may  be  that  supplies  cannot  be  obtained  by  the 'river  for  some  time 
to  come  ; but  this  is  no  reason  for  our  delay.  We  can  move  100  miles 
nearer  Little  Rock,  and  yet  draw  supplies  from  Rolla  better  than  now. 
Besides,  we  would  be  in  position  to  unite  with  Davidson  and  Warren, 
should  the  enemy’s  force  be  too  strong  for  this  command;  not  that  I 
believe  it  is.  I liave  no  doubt  I can  easily  whip  their  entire  force  com- 
bined. 

General  Curtis  has  at  length  decided  that  when  I move  I am  to  go  via 
Forsyth  and  close  the  AVhite  River  Valley.  He  has  directed  me  to  con- 
struct flat-boats  for  crossing  the  river  at  Forsyth  (which  I am  doing), 
and  a field-work  or  block-house,  to  protect  the  crossing.  He  also 
directs  me  not  to  move  1113'  main  force  over  until  ample  means  shall  be 
l)rovided  for  retreating,  or  bringing  up  re  enforcements.  From  what 
jioint?  Davidson’s  and  Warren’s  are  the  only  forces  available,  and  they 
from  100  to  150  miles  east  of  Forsyth. 

I have  alreadj^’lost  six  days  since  my  eastward  movement  was  stopped 
by  General  Curtis’  order.  The  weather  is  fine,  and  the  roads  in  splen- 
did condition.  With  all  possible  exertion,  it  will  take  from  seven  to 
ten  days  more  to  get  m3'  arm3^  across  the  river  at  Forsyth,  even  if  not 
interfered  with  any'  more.  Long  before  that  time  my  command  would 
have  been  at  Batesville,  had  I been  permitted  to  proceed. 

I can  see  in  all  this  no  other  object  but  to  delay  my  movement  and 
prevent  1113'  doing  anything  until  some  ulterior  object  can  be  accom- 
plished ; probably  to  give  some  other  officer  the  command.  What  the 
reason  for  this  may'  be  I will  not  assume  to  say'.  If  General  Curtis 
lacks  confidence  in  me,  I ought  not  to  command. under  him.  Better 
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that  I be  sacriliced,  even,  than  that  important  movements  be  delayed  a 
single  day.  Better  give  the  command  to  anybody,  and  leave  him  free 
to  act,  than  to  keep  me  here  and  forbid  my  doing  anything.  A fool 
could  not  go  far  wrong,  so  plain  is  it  what  should  be  done.  Blunt  and 
Herron  are  in  Saint  Louis,  or  were  a few  days  ago,  and  doubtless  their 
counsels  have  had  much  weight  in  determining  the  present  dtilay  and 
annoyance  to  me.  I observe  they  are  both  nominated  major-generals, 
and  I know  they  both  aspire  to  this  command,  and  are  favorites  of 
General  Curtis.  Better  that  either  of  them  have  it  than  that  the  pres- 
ent state  of  things  continue.  It  is  true,  they  committed  the  most  stupid 
blunders  at  Prairie  Grove  and  elsewhere,  and  have  shown  their  utter 
incapacity  to  command,  yet  they  would  be  allowed  to  act,  and  could 
hardly  fail,  under  present  circumstances,  to  blunder  into  success. 

Do  not  understand  me,  general,  as  being  dissatisfied  with  my  com- 
mand or  wanting  a higher  one.  I have  a fine  little  army,  and  it  is  all  I 
ask,  if  I can  be  permitted  to  use  it.  1 did  feel  at  one  time,  and  so  wrote 
you,  unwilling  to  take,  voluntarily,  a lower  command;  but  that  feeling 
is  gone.  I will  cheerfully  accept  anything  to  remove  the  present  diffi- 
cultj^,  because  I believe  the  good  of  the  service  demands  it.  I will 
even  content  myself  to  remain  here,  if,  after  what  I have  told  you,  you 
think  no  change  for  the  better  is  practicable. 

I have  received  my  appointment  as  major-general,  and,  of  course,  feel 
much  gratified  by  this  mark  of  confidence.  I would  feel  much  more  so 
could  I be  in  position  to  render  the  service  demanded  by  my  additional 
rank. 

I am,  general,  yours,  verv  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquaeters  Distkict  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena^  February  3,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis: 

General  : By  an  order  of  Major-General  Grant,  I am  opening  the 
levee  at  Yazoo  Pass,  8 miles  below  here,  with  a view  of  going  with  gun- 
boats into  the  Tallahatchie,  and  I think  it  likely  of  success.  The  water 
will  rush  through  like  a mill-race,  as  the  Mississippi  Eiver  is  10  feet 
higher  than  the  pass  on  the  opposite  side. 

I write  to  advise  you  of  events  as  they  are  transpiring. 

I could  go  to  Little  Eock  easy,  or  I can  connect  with  your  forces  at 
Batesville,  if  I had  a chance. 

I am,  general,  truly,  yours, 

W.  A.  GOEMAN", 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  State  of  Missouri,  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 

. Saint  Louis,  February  3,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  T.  J.  Bartiiolo^", 

Comdg.  Eighth  Military  District  of  Missouri,  Glasgow,  Mo. : 

General  : By  direction  of  the  commander-in-chief,  you  are  instructed 
to  detail  from  the  organized  force  of  Enrolled  Militia  within  the  Eighth 
Military  District,  for  active  service,  twenty-four  mounted  companies,  of 
approved  loyalty  .and  efficiency,  to  be  provisionally  commanded  as 
follows : 

1st.  Each  company  will  consist  of  80  non-commissioned  officers  and 
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privates,  with  1 captain,  1 first  and  1 second  lieutenant.  For  this  spe- 
cial service  you  will  divide  this  force  into  two  commands  of  twelve  com- 
panies 5 each  command  divided  into  three  battalions  of  four  companies 
each,  and  will  assign  to  each  command  1 colonel,  1 lieutenant-colonel, 
3 majors,  1 adjutant,  1 quartermaster  (who  will  act  as  commissary),  1 
surgeon,  and  2 assistant  surgeons.  And  for  this  purpose  you  will  de- 
tail from  the  regiments  of  your  district  2 colonels,  2 lieutenant-colonels, 
6 majors,  2 adjutants,  2 quartermasters,  2 surgeons,  and  4 assistant  sur- 
geons, whom  you  know  to  be  reliable  and  efficient  officers  for  this  duty. 

For  the  purpose  of  regularity  in  reports,  returns,  &c.,  these  commands 
will  be  known  respectively  as  the  First  and  Second  Provisional  Eegi- 
ments  of  the  Eighth  Military  District,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 

As  soon  as  these  details  are  effected,  you  will  cause  a consolidated 
report  to  be  forwarded  to  the  adjutant-general,  giving  the  names  of  all 
commissioned  officers,  their  rank,  and  from  what  regiments  of  Enrolled 
Militia  assigned,  witl^  the  total  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates. 

Duplicate  muster-rolls  will  be  made  of  each  company,  showing  the  let- 
ter by  which  it  is  designated  j as  also  duplicate  field  and  staff  rolls,  one 
of  each  of  which  will  be  forwarded  to  the  adjutant- general  at  the  same 
time  with  the  consolidated  report.  As  it  is  designed  that  this  force  shall 
be  kept  in  active  service  continuously  as  long  as  their  service  may  be 
required,  you  will  direct  that  periodical  muster-rolls  be  made  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  Army  Eegulations. 

These  commands  while  in  active  service  will  be  governed  by  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  United  States  Army  and  the  articles  of  war  con- 
tained in  Ee  vised  Army  Eegulations  j and  as  the  design  of  this  force  is  to 
repress  any  attempt  at  insurrection,  aod  to  prevent  any  combinations 
for  rebellion  against  tffe  Government,  and  to  maintain  the  laws  of  the 
State,  you  are  enjoined  to  hold  every  officer  to  a rigid  accountability  in 
regard  to  his  immediate  command,  and  suppress  at  once,  with  a strong 
hand,  any  attemi)ts  at  maraudiog,  plundering,  or  insubordination  of  any 
kind.  Immediately  upon  these  details  being  completed,  you  will  make  the 
necessary  requisitions  for  clothing  and  camp  equipage  upon  the  quar- 
termaster-general, who  will  be  instructed  to  fill  the  requisitions  upon 
the  approval  of  the  Governor.  For  the  necessary  supply  of  arms,  you 
will  issue  the  arms  heretofore  issued  to  troops  of  your  district,  so  far  as 
the  same  may  be  required,  taking  care  as  far  as  possible  to  arm  each 
battalion  with  the  same  caliber.  It  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  go  further 
into  details,  as  these  will  suggest  themselves  in  the  process  of  complet- 
ing the  commands.  Great  confidence  is  reposed  by  His  Excellency  in 
the  energy  and  fidelity  of  the  general  commanding  in  carrying  out  these 
instructions  promptly,  and  much  good  will  result  from  a hearty  co-oper- 
ation of  the  officers  and  men  detailed  for  this  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  D.  WOOD, 

Acting  Adjutant- General^  Missouri. 


Hdqrs.  8th  and  Oth  Dists.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

In  the  Fields  Camp  John  lioss,  February  4,  1863. 

Major-General  Gurtis, 

Commanding  Feparhnent  of  the  Missouri : 

Sir  : I moved  my  main  command  10  miles  northeast.  I did  so  for 
two  reasons — to  be  nearer  forage  and  to  protect  the  assemblage  of  the 
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national  legislature  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  which  convenes  to-day,  and 
which  had,  of  course,  to  meet  in  the  Nation.  Besides  protecting  a loyal 
nation  in  its  first  exercise  of  civil  authority  since  the  rebels  seized  on 
them,'  authorities  and  all,  it  cannot  fail  to  have  a happy  effect  on  the 
other  Indian  nations.  This  is  precisely  the  same  legislature  that  was 
compelled,  under  a despotic  pressure,  to  pass  an  ordinance  of  secession, 
and  their  voluntary  rescinding  of  it  is  more  significant.  I left  a post  at 
Maysville,  near  Camp  Curtis,  of  about  200  men  to  guard  my  connection 
to  the  Arkansas  and  to  Fayetteville,  and  to  run  a small  mill  that  other- 
wise w'ould  feed  the  rebel  guerrillas. 

I sent  another  train  of  provisions  down  toward  Fort  Gibson,  to  re- 
lieve destitute  and  starving  citizens.  I have  a distributing  agent  at 
Park  Hill,  and  one  at  Hildebrand’s  Mill,  about  the  center  of  the  Nation, 
where  1 have  a company  running  the  mill.  There  is  no  grain  there,  and 
I have  to  supply  it  from  above  and  east  of  this  place. 

The  extreme  want  of  the  people  below  here  steadily  assumes  a more 
serious  cast.  My  movements  are  much  embarrassed  for  want  of  trans- 
portation, as  my  brigade  train  was  the  broken-down  teams  of  the  First 
Division.  My  supply  train  arrived  safely  from  Fort  Scott  last  night. 
I have  been  able,  up  to  this  time,  by  hard  labor  of  my  command,  in  doing 
very  well.  Since  the  7th  of  January  I have  had  about  twelve  or  thir- 
teen days’  rations  for  the  Third  Brigade.  I have  obtained  the  rest  of 
the  subsistence  required  for  the  Third  Brigade  from  the  country.  . Have 
sent  six  days’  rations  of  bread,  beans,  and  several  articles  for  hospital 
to  command  of  Colonel  Harrison,  at  Fayetteville.  Have  sent  two  trains 
of  flour  and  meal  into  the  Indian  Nation,  and  have  subsisted  about  1,000 
starving  refugees,  principally  women  and  children,  round  my  camp. 

Forage  is  scarce,  and  has  to  be  hauled  some  distance  and  economized. 
I can  manage  to  subsist  here  for  a week  or  two,  perhaps  three,  and 
could  move  east  or  southeast  into  Arkansas  again  and  live  some  way, 
until  the  1st  of  March,  when  I propose  moving  forward  to  the  Arkansas 
Eiver. 

I have  as  yet  received  no  orders  from  you,  and  shall  govern  myself 
on  the  general  plan  indicated  until  I do. 

We  have  here  severe  cold  and  snow. 

I have  a scout  now  toward  Fort  Gibson,  one  toward  Webber’s  Falls, 
one  toward  Van  Buren,  and  one  on  Grand  Eiver. 

Different  parties  of  my  command  have  had  skirmishes  with  the  guer- 
rillas, always  with  good  results.  They  attack  ray  foraging  trains  and 
scouts  from  the  brush,  but  generally  suffer  severely,  as  the  Indians  are 
dangerous  customers  in  such  conflicts,  and  bushwhacking  is  sensibly  on 
the  decline  here. 

I remain,  with  profound  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Third  Brigade. 


Hdqrs.  State  of  Missouri,  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 

Saint  Louis,  February  4,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Ben.  Loan, 

Commanding  Central  District  of  Missouri,  Jefferson  City : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  following  distribution 
of  the  companies  composing  the  Third,  Fifth,  Twelfth,  and  Fourteenth 
Eegiments  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalr^^  has  this  day  been  ordered, 
in  conformity  with  General  Orders,  No.  5,  current  series,  from  these 
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headquarters,  consolidating  the  Alissouri  State  Militia,  a copy  of  which 
is  herewith  inclosed:* 

* Third  Cavalry. — Companies  A,  B,  0,  and  E,  of  the  Third,  have  been 
attached  to  the  Sixth  Cavalry  as  Companies  I,  K,  L‘,  and  M,  respect- 
ively, and  Company  D,  of  the  Third,  has  been  broken  up  and  the  men 
distributed  among  the  Sixth.  Companies  E,  G,  H,  and  K,  of  the  Third, 
have  been  attached  to  the  Seventh  Cavalry  as  Companies  I,  K,  L,  and 
M,  respectively,  and  Company  I,  of  the  Third,  has  been  broken  up  and 
the  men  distributed  among  the  Seventh. 

Fifth  Cavalry. — Companies  B,  C,  and  E,  of  the  Fifth,  have  been  at- 
tached to  the  First  Cavalry  as  Companies  I,  L,  and  M,  respectively,  and 
Companies  A and  1),  of  the  Fifth,  have  been  broken  up  and  the  men 
distributed  among  the  First.  Companies  E,  G,  H,  and  K,  of  the  Fifth, 
have  been  attached  to  the  Ninth  Cavaliy  as  Companies  I,  K,  L,  and  M, 
respectively,  and  Company  I,  of  the  Fifth,  has  been  broken  up  and  the 
men  distributed  among  the  Ninth. 

Ticelfth  Cavalry. — Companies  A,  B,  and  H,  of  the  Twelfth,  have  been 
attached  to  the  Third  (late  the  Tenth)  Cavalry  as  Companies  K,  L,  and 
M,  respectively  ; Companies  E,  E,  and  F,  of  the  Twelfth,  have  been  at- 
tached to  the  Fifth  (late  the  Thirteenth)  Cavalry  as  Companies  K,  L, 
and  M,  respective!}",  and  Companies  G and  C,  of  the  Twelfth,  have  been 
broken  up  and  the  men  distributed  among  the  Fifth. 

Fourteenth  Cavalry. — Companies  A and  D,  of  the  Fourteenth,  have 
been  attached  to  the  Fourth  as  Companies  L and  M,  respectively,  and 
Companies  B and  C,  of  the  Fourteenth,  have  been  broken  up  and  the 
men  distributed  among  the  Fourth.  Companies  G and  H,  of  the  Four- 
teenth, have  been  attached  to  the  Eighth  as  Companies  L and  M,  re- 
spectively, and  Companies  E and  F,  of  the  Fourteenth,  have  been  broken 
up  and  the  men  distributed  among  the  Eighth. 

You  will  see  that  the  foregoing  orders  of  consolidation  are  promptly 
and  faithfully  carried  out  among  the  regiments  of  Missouri  State  Mili- 
tia, under  your  command. 

By  order  of  the  commander-in-chief : 

WM.  D.  WOOD,. 

Acting  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) War  Department,  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 
No.  57.  ) Washington,  February  4,  1863. 

******* 


XVI.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Barry,  Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum,  and  Col.  G. 
Thom  will  continue  a board  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  policy  of 
arming  New  Madrid  with  heavy  ordnance,  and  whether  held  artillery 
will  not  be  sufficient  for  the  defense  of  that  place.  The  board  will  meet 
on  the  5th  instant  at  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 

******  * 


By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 


L.  THOMAS, 

Adjtitant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis.,  February  5,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  K.  C.  Vaughan  : 

General  : As  a general  rule,  trade  ought  to  regulate  itself,  yet 
there  is  much  force  in  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  urging  entire  pro- 
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hibitiou  of  sales  of  stock,  horses,  and  mules  from  your  vicinity.  It  is 
supposed  that  many  sales  are  made  for  fear  of  confiscation  or  collection 
of  forfeited  bonds. 

Such  representations  have  been  sent  to  Washington,  and  the  Presi- 
dent is  annoyed  with  protests  against  all  restrictions.  While  so  many 
are  disposed  to  misrepresent  or  misunderstand  the  restrictions  upon 
trade,  I am  disposed  to  gradually  withdraw  them  when  we  can  do  so 
with  safety.  We  must  do  all  in  our  power  to  restrain  the  trade  in  am- 
munition, so  as  to  prevent  rebel  band^  from  procuring  it.  All  use  of 
guns  and  ammunition  for  hunting  may  better  be  dispensed  with  than 
allow  rebels  to  get  means  to  renew  their  robbing  of  peaceable  citizens. 
Some  difficulty  in  regard  to  teams  and  hands  must  intervene  before  we 
conclude  our  terrible  struggle  with  rebels,  and  every  class  of  society 
must  expect  to  share  the  general  calamity. 

It  is  our  duty  to  do  all  we  can  to  avert  evil,  but  by  issuing  orders 
relating  to  buying  and  selling  we  must  be  very  careful  to  avoid  com- 
plaint and  clamor  that  may  defeat  our  purposes  by  dividing  our  friends. 
I will  refer  your  letter  to  headquarters  at  Washington,  where  matters 
of  this  kind  seem  to  be  generally  discussed  and  considered  more  than 
here. 

I am  pleased,  general,  to  perceive  the  fidelity  and  energy  you  are 
manifesting  in  our  common  cause,  and  assure  you  I highly  appreciate 
your  patriotism  and  loyalty. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant  and  fellow- 
soldier, 

• SAML.  R.  OUETIS, 

/ 3Iajor- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  11.  I Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  5,  1863. 

The  following  officers,  additional  to  those  named  in  General  Orders, 
No.  37,  series  of  1862,  are  announced  on  the  staff  of  the  general  com- 
manding, and  will  be  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly:  Gapt.  F.  S. 
Winslow,  assistant  quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster,  and  Capt.  E. 
McAllister,  commissary  of  subsistence,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Curtis : 

H.  Z.  OUETIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Camp  at  West  Plains,  February  6, 1863. 

‘Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department : 

General  : Your  letter,  by  Lieutenant  Clarkson,  of  the  30th  ultimo, 
has  been  received  and  carefully  digested. 

Your  instructions  will  be  cheerfully  and  honestly  carried  out.  I will 
endeavor  to  fulfill  the  duty,  though  the  glory  seems  far  ahead.  Leeper 
shall  be  tried  for  abandoning  Van  Buren  without  authority. 

I have  given  the  order  for  this  army  to  fall  back  to  a position  nearer 
its  base  of  supply.  It  is  given  with  reluctance,  but  it  is  forced  upon  us 
by  the  poverty  of  the  country  and  our  wants.  I have  selected  a posi- 
tion about  equidistant  from  Eolla  and  Pilot  Knob — say,  Chiltonsville 
or  Eminence,  temporarily — so  as  to  use  two  roads,  one  to  Eolla,  via 
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Salem,  tne  other  to  Pilot  Knob,  via  Centreville.  Meantime,  while  the 
main  supply  trains  are  feeding  and  foraging  us,  the  division  supply 
trains,  of  50  wagons  each,  carrying  twelve  days’  subsistence,  are  kept 
parked  and  untouched  at  our  new  position,  ready  to  move  to  White 
Eiver  when  you  give  the  word ; the  reserve  ammunition  the  same  way. 
This  is  a mobile  army,  and  I will  keep  it  so.  The  cavalry  will  be  kept 
out  ahead,  examining  the  roads,  making  forays,  &c. 

I see  Pocahontas  lies  in  the  route  you  have  laid  down  for  me,  and  I 
might  as  well  accept  it  at  once.  All  the  information,  therefore,  that 
can  be  gotten  about  the  proper  line  via  Van  Buren  and  that  point  will 
be  gotten.  Pocahontas  is  the  head  of  navigation  of  Black  Eiver,  I be- 
lieve. 

I asked,  by  my  aide.  Lieutenant  Gray,  telegraphic  permission  to  come 
up  for  two  days,  while  my  divisions  are  taking  up  their  positions.  I can 
be  spared,  and  my  health  really  requires  even  twenty-four  hours’  relax- 
ation. If  a movement  occurs,  I can  overtake,  and  my  division  com- 
manders are  trained  now  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

I am  glad  you  sent  me  Colonel  Stone.  I had  trouble  with  Kinsman’s 
regiment  before;  now  I have  none.  I found  Stone  a ready  soldier  and 
a gentleman,  and  I put  the  Iowa  people  in  one  brigade,  the  ^‘lowa  Bri- 
gade” under  him,  and  he  manages  everything,  to  my  great  relief. 

I am,  general,  most  truly,  with  high  respect, 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  8th  and  9th  Dists.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

In  the  Fields  Camp  John  Boss,  February  6,  1863. 
Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

Sir  : Up  to  date  I am  still  without  dispatches  or  orders  from  you.  My 
purpose  has  been  to  keep  the  enemy  across  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  to  de- 
moralize them  there  as  much  as  possible  by  secret  agents,  and  to  feed 
the  destitute  and  starving  people  of  an  overrun  and  war-ridden  country. 
So  far  all  has  gone  well.  I have  been  very  active  cleaning  out  the  bush- 
whackers, who  might  assail  our  transportation  in  the  spring,  and  en- 
deavoring to  restore  the  doubtful  to  loyalty.  The  result,  in  the  latter 
way,  is  also  good  and  hopeful. 

There  is  nothing  now  to  hinder  a forward  movement  to  the  Arkansas 
Eiver  but  subsistence.  There  the  country  affords  none ; here  it  keeps 
all  my  force  busy  to  secure  it  and  to  do  the  other  necessary  work.  If 
I had  the  200  wagons  taken  from  the  line  of  Fort  Scott  transportation, 
and  had  in  them  the  supplies  that  they  and  what  I have  could  carry,  I 
could  go  in  four  days  to  Fort  Smith,  take  and  hold  it,  or  to  Fort  Gib- 
son, before  the  enemy  could  re-enforce  it ; throw  up  earthworks  there 
or  at  Fort  Gibson,  reach  into  the  Indian  Nation  clear  to  the  Texas  line, 
and  be  ready,  when  a larger  army  comes  into  Arkansas,  with  such  leader 
as  might  be  sent,  to  co-operate  with  him,  starting  from  the  line  of  the 
Arkansas. 

If  the  200  wagons  could  not  be  obtained,  I could  get  on  with  100 
more.  If  the  Department  of  the  Interior  moves  the  refugees,  as  their 
agent  proposes  doing,  all  I need  is  fifty  or  sixty  days’  rations  to  hold 
the  line  of  the  Arkansas  until  the  middle  of  April,  or  later,  or  until  a 
heavy  army  could  take  the  field  and  grass  teams  carry  our  supplies.  I 
am  now  ready  for  such  a movement,  but  unless  you  order  it  I shall  not 
run  forward  and  then  run  back  for  bread.  With  the  supplies  I speak 


Chap.  XXXIY.] 


COERESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION. 


101 


of,  I could  stay.  If  I am  to  do  so,  I should  like  a regiment  of  infantry. 
The  Twelfth  Kansas  is  now  at  Fort  Scott,  and  I heard  General  Blunt 
had  intended  them  to  come  here,  but  pardon  me  for  any  suggestion  as 
to  the  force. 

I would  like,  if  I am  to  remain  in  the  Indian  command,  to  have  a 
couple  of  companies  of  well-drilled  regular  infantry,  as  an  example.  In- 
dians are  imitative,  and  I think,  frankly,  that  some  volunteers  would  be 
benefited  by  it.  Besides,  I ought  to  have  a mustering  officer  or  an  in- 
spector-general here. 

I assumed  command  of  the  district,  but  made  no  formal  district 
organization  until  I saw  whether  I was  likely  to  retain  it.  I had  no 
desire,  in  any  shape,  to  embarrass  the-action  of  any  officer  who  might 
supersede  me,  and  have  to  organize  for  a spring  campaign,  the  more  so 
that  I had  organization  sufficient  for  my  necessary  business. 

Anxious  for  your  instructions,  I remain,  with  respect, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  8th  and  9th  Dists.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

In  the  Field,  Camp  John  Boss,  February  6, 1863. 
Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Depart^nent  of  the  Missouri : 

Sir:  The  commands  here  at  Fayetteville  post,  Fort  Blunt  (below 
Maysville),  are  in  good  condition.  Lieutenant  Phillips  is  at  Park  Hill, 
with  train  of  subsistence  for  refugees.  He  is  expected  back  to-morrow. 
Heard  from  him  this  morning,  all  right. 

I sent  Captain  Lucas,  Sixth  Kansas,  toward  Cane  Hill,  with  160  men 
and  one  howitzer,  to  clean  out  a bushwhacking  force  that  was  gathering 
between  that  place  and  Illinois.  We  have  intensely  cold  weather  and 
snow.  I have  several  parties  out  to  track  these  bushwhackers  up. 

Captain  Christy,  Third  Indian  Kegiment,  has  just  returned  from 
Arkansas  Eiver,  opposite  Fort  Smith.  In  the  cane,  on  this  side  of  the 
river  (in  the  big  bend),  there  are  about  300  half-breeds  and  whites  of  the 
Nation,  who  have  forsaken  Stand  Watie.  They  refuse  to  go  south  of 
the  river,  and  do  not  appear  to  vrant  to  fighty  but  are,  I suspect,  afraid 
of  the  old  feud  between  them  and  the  full-bloods  of  the  Nation.  I think 
the  case  is  one  requiring  rather  delicate  handling,  but  from  which  good 
results  may  follow. 

I learn  that  General  Cooper  has  left  Shelbyville,  and  is  above  North 
Fork,  on  the  Canadian  Eiver.  He  has  Scanland’s  and  another  Texas 
battalion,  but  few  Indians.  His  effective  force  is  small,  and  he  appears 
to  be  subsisting. 

Another  scout.  First  Lieutenant  Fox-Killer,  arrived  from  below  last 
night.  Except  guerrilla  companies  of  mounted  men,  from  40  to  200, 
that  prowl  about,  I do  not  think  there  is  at  the  present  moment  any 
force  above  Clarksville.  At  WebbeFs  Falls,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Parks 
has  the  remnant  (all  that  is  left)  of  Colonel  Watie^s  force.  Watie  in 
person  is  at  Briartown. 

I have  just  learned  that  a “ long  line  of  persons,’^  many  on  foot,  are 
straggling  up  this  way  through  the  snow  from  the  direction  of  the 
Creek  Nation.  They  wear  on  their  hats  a white  badge  of  cloth,  on  the 
right  side,  the  sign  agreed  upon  with  Mclntosffis  men  as  the  one  to 
wear  when  they  come  within  our  camp  as  friends. 

I have  sent  a train  of  25  wagons  and  some  ambulances  to  Fayette- 
ville, to  move  the  sick  and  wounded  who  are  sufficiently  convalescent 
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(as  all  are  reported  to  be)  to  Fort  Scott.  I deemed  it  better  to  reduce 
the  proportions  of  a hospital  in  such  an  advanced  iiosition  as  soon  as  I 
could  with  propriety  do  so.  Shall  the  sick  and  wounded  of  General 
Herron’s  command  be  sent  to  Springfield  or  remain  at  Fayetteville  ? 
With  respect,  I remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel^  Commanding. 


Camp  Morgan,  Jackson  County,  Missouri, 

' February  7,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis,  U.  S.  Army: 

Sir:  The  troops  of  your  command  in  this  section  of  the  country 
are  committing  outrages  known  only  to  barbarians,  such  as  the  killing 
of  innocent  and  defenseless  men,  burning  houses,  and  banishing  men, 
women,  and  children,  for  no  other  cause  than  being -opposed  to  the 
negro-thieving  i)olicy  of  the  Administration,  and  they  say  that  it  is 
agreeably  to  your  orders.  Now,  sir,  I want  to  know  if  such  is  the  case. 
And  if,  like  the  other  Federals,  you  undertake  to  justify  such  conduct, 
under  the  pretext  that  your  troops  have  been  bushwhacked,  I will  let 
you  know  that  there  is  not  a bushwhacker  in  this  county,  nor  has  there 
been  since  Quantrill  entered  the  Confederate  States  army,  though  I 
believe  it  is  true  that  there  are  100,  more  or  less.  Confederate  soldiers 
in  Jackson  County  that  are  often,  to  use  Federal  phraseology,  ^‘com- 
pelled” to  ambuscade  your  troops  to  save  their  lives,  as  there  is  no  dis- 
position to  show  them  any  quarter.  Further,  I would  ask  of  you  to 
inform  me  whether  it  is  tolerated  by  you  or  not,  this  taking  of  Confed- 
erate soldiers  and  throwing  them  into  prison,  and,  when  they  get  sick, 
give  them  poison  instead  of  medicine.  This  was  done  at  Warrensburg. 
Another  was  taken  and  shot  at  Lone  Jack  ; this  one  was  a hospital 
nurse.  Now,  sir,  if  this  is  permitted,  I will  not  only  hoist  a black  flag, 
as  Major  Foster  did  last  summer,  but  1 will  fight  under  it,  and  show 
no  quarter  to  any  claiming  protection  under  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  If 
this  is  your  mode  of  warfare,  you  will  please  inform  me,  by  the  publi- 
cation of  such  orders  in  the  Eepublican. 

S.  COCKERILL, 

Colonel,  C.  S.  A rmy. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  12.  f Saint  Louis,  February  7,  1863. 

I.  District  commanders  are  authorized  to  convene  military  commis- 
sions, the  duties,  purposes,  and  jurisdiction  of  which  are  set  forth  by 
Major-General  Halleck,  in  General  Orders,  No.  1,  January  1, 1862.  But 
all  sentences  of  such  commissions,  extending  to  loss  of  life,  banishment, 
confiscation  of  property,  or  imprisonment  exceeding  the  term  of  thirty 
days,  must  be  confirmed  by  the  commanding  general  of  the  department 
(or  higher  authority),  and  no  case  which,  by  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  is  triable  by  a general  court-martial  will  be  tried  by  a military  com- 
mission. Hereafter  no  punishment  such  as  above  mentioned  will  be 
imposed  by  any  commander  within  this  department  except  by  sentence 
of  a court-martial  or  military  commission. 

II.  District  commanders,  where  their  commands  are  equal  to  a bri- 
gade, may  also  (as  commanding  separate  brigades)  convene  general 
courts-martial.  Such  commanders  will  select  a suitable  officer  from 
those  under  their  command  (a  lieutenant,  if  possible),  to  be  detailed 
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iTom  these  headquarters  and  assigned  to  duty  at  the  headquarters  of 
the  district  as  judge-advocate. 

III.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  district  judge-advocate  to  revise  charges 
and  specifications,  and  see  that  they  are  technically  correct  before  sub- 
mitting them  for  trial  to  a general  court-martial  or  military  commis- 
sion, and  to  draw  up  proper  charges  and  specifications  for  trial  in  any 
case  that  may  be  submitted  to  him  by  his  commanding  officer.  He  will 
also  report  by  letter,  and  from  time  to  time,  as  circumstances  seem  to 
require,  for  instructions  to  the  judge-advocate  at  these  headquarters. 

IV.  Commanding  officers  and  provost-marshals  will  make  it  a special 
duty  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  possible,  all  cases  of  violations  of  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war,  and  of  the  laws  of  war,  in  their  respective  districts 
or  sections,  such  as  of  spies,  disloyal  persons,  guerrillas,  and  individuals 
that  have  violated  oaths  of  allegiance  or  paroles  (in  case  there  be  such), 
and  will  report  them  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  district,  who  will 
cause  their  arrest,  imprisonment,  and  trial,  as  hereinbefore  set  forth.  It 
is  believed  that  a great  number  of  persons  within  our  lines  are  carrying 
on  treasonable  correspondence  with  the  enemy,  rendering  him  all  the 
aid  and  comfort  in  their  power,  and  themselves  amenable  to  the  articles 
of  war  as  spies.  Doubtless,  also,  numerous  regularly  employed  spies  of 
the  enemy  frequent  our  camps  and  cities.  Such  persons,  whether  male 
or  female,  old  or  young,  will  be  brought  to  trial,  and  the  strict  severity 
of  military  law  administered  as  soon  as  practicable. 

V.  As  the  rebel  forces  retire  and  civil  authority  resumes  its  proper 
functions,  many  offenses  may  be  turned  over  to  the  courts  of  law  for 
trial.  This  relates  fo  offenses  that  are  both  military  and  civil,  but  the 
right  to  a more  summary  proceeding  by  military  power  cannot  be  relin- 
quished during  a state  of  war. 

Bv  command  of  Major-General  Curtis : 

H.  Z.  CUETIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena^  February  8,  18G3. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  Secretary  of  War,  and  all  the 
general  officers  of  the  army  having  issued  orders  against  straggling, 
plundering,  and  marauding,  and  affixed  to  such  oflenses  the  penalty  of 
death,  therefore  notice  is  given  to  this  command  that  any  soldier  that 
straggles  from  his  camp,  or  enters  a private  dwelling,  or  takes  property 
belonging  to  a citizen,  will  be  tried  on  the  spot  by  a drum-head  court- 
martial,  and  its  sentence  be  immediately  carried  into  effect.  The  gen- 
eral commanding  will  not  allow  his  troops  to  suffer  while  the  citizens 
around  them  have  ifienty.  He  intends  that,  when  necessary,  they  shall 
live  off  of  the  country,  but  that  what  they  need  shall  be  taken  by  proper 
officers,  and  vouchers  for  it  given,  to  be  paid  upon  proof  of  the  loyalty 
of  the  owner. 

This  policy  will  make  it  an  object  for  citizens  to  be  loyal,  and  con- 
vince them  that  the  Government  intends  only  the  suppression  of  rebel- 
lion and  the  restoration  of  order. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  expedition  to  Yazoo  Pass  will  have 
this  order  read  to  his  command. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Gorman : 

J.  W.  GOEMAK, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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War  Department, 
Washington^  February  9,  18G3. 

Major-General  Pope,  Madison^  : 

Your  attention  is  particularly  called  to  the  condition  of  the  Sioux 
and  other  Indians  on  the  frontiers  of  Dakota  Territory.  Mr.  Burleigh, 
United  States  Yankton  agent,  represents  that  they  are  preparing  for 
hostilities  against  the  whites. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

War  Department, 
Washington j February  IQ ^ 1863. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 

Information  received  here  to  the  efiect  that  most  of  the  rebel  forces 
have  left  Arkansas  to  concentrate  on  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  and 
that  as  many  as  10,000  more  men  can  be  safely  sent  from  your  depart- 
ment against  Vicksburg.  Your  attention  is  earnestly  called  to  the 
necessity  of  sending  down  the  Mississippi  everything  that  can  possibly 
be  spared.  The  President  is  exceedingly  anxious  that,  if  possible,  you 
send  more  troops  to  Vicksburg. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Keokuk,  Iowa,  February  10,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis: 

Dear  Sir  : Five  days  ago  I passed  into  Southern  Iowa  at  Burling- 
ton, and  have  come  to  this  city  through  Mount  Pleasant,  Ottumwa, 
Croton,  Farmington,  &c.,  and  what  I have  read  in  newspapers  and  seen 
and  heard  in  hotels  and  at  railroad  stations  satisfies  me  of  the  existence  of 
an  alarming  state  of  things  in  this  region  and  contiguous  parts  of  Illinois, 
which  needs  but  some  decided  event,  such  as  afailure  of  the  Federal  arms 
at  Vicksburg,  Port  Hudson,  or  Tullahoma,  to  produce  the  wildest  social 
convulsions,  and  possibly  bring  about  the  shedding  of  blood.  In  this 
view,  the  letters  which  I inclose  are  deserving  of  attention.  Nothing 
is  so  well  calculated  to  ward  off  trouble  as  to  be  prepared  for  it.  Longer 
to  neglect  the  thorough  arming  of  the  Border  Brigade,^^  spoken  of  by 
Mr.  Hiatt,  and  its  supply  with  ammunition,  it  seems  to  me,  would  be 
next  to  criminal. 

A decided  success  at  the  first  struggle  to  come,  be  it  on  the  Potomac, 
in  Tennessee,  or  on  the  Mississippi,  would  doubtless  quell  the  spirit  of 
insubordination  that  is  now  rising  here  and  hereabouts  but  a tailure, 
and  I fear  the  loyal  people  of  this  region  will  be  compelled  to  see 
sights.”  There  is  much  anxiety,  and  not  a little  depression  here. 

Mr.  Gerring  is  very  sick.  I am  told  that  months  must  elapse  before, 
if  ever,  he  will  be  able  to  attend  the  duties  which  you  assigned  to  him. 
That  being  so,  would  it  not  be  well  at  once  to  designate  Mr.  Hiatt  in 
his  stead! 

Verv  respectfully,  yours, 

w.  D.  gallaghee: 

[Indorsement.] 

Saint  Louis,  February  24,  1863. 

Eespectfully  referred,  for  the  information  of  commanding  general,  to 
show  how  restrictions  on  trade  are  urged  by  the  agent  of  the  Treasury. 
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I would  take  off  restrictiou  on  everything  but  arms  and  ammunition 
ill  Northern  Missouri,  if  the  loyal  sentiment  were  not  so  earnestly  op- 
posed to  it.  I am  doing  it  gradually. 

SAML.  K.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 

[luclosure  Xo.  1.] 

Office  of  the  Proyost-Marshal-General 

OF  the  Iowa  and  Missouri  Border, 

Keolmlc^  lowa^  February  9,  18G3. 

W.  D.  Gallagher,  Esq., 

Special  Agent^  Treasury  Department: 

Dear  Sir  : Our  personal  relations,  and  reference  to  some  matters 
within  your  Department,  must  be  my  excuse  for  taxing  you  with  this 
letter.  You  knovr  why  1 feel  an  especial  interest  in  this  section,  and 
something  of  my  anxiety  to  be  of  service  to  it,  and  if  you  can,  inci- 
dentally or  otherwise,  strengthen  my  hands,  I feel  that  you  will  do  so. 
The  political  condition  of  the  country  bordering  on  the  line  dividing 
Missouri  and  Iowa  is  anomalous.  It  being  but  a land  line,  the  relations, 
business,  social,  and  iiolitical,  of  the  people  of  each  side  have  been,  and 
are,  necessarily  intimate.  While  it  is  true  that  there  has  been  open  re- 
bellion only  upon  one  side,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  sentiment 
has  been  similarly  restricted.  In  point  of  fact,  and  I speak  it  with  deep 
humility,  there  is  a disloyal  element  on  the  Iowa  side,  dangerous  from 
its  magnitude  and  its  virulence.  This  element,  secretly  fusing  with 
avowed  disloyalty  across  the  border,  has  given  to  the  latter  a power  for 
evil  that  it  never  would  otherwise  have  had.  It  is  this  very  influence 
that  has  so  much  embarrassed  the  execution  of  the  wise  restrictions  of 
your  Department  upon  trade  in  certain  articles ; through  it  rebels  are 
furnished  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war.  At  the  same  time  these 
rebel  sympathizers,  protected  by  the  broad  shield  of  a loyal  State,  clamor 
in  safety  against  the  Government  for  enforcing  laws  that  deprive  the 
manlier  part  of  their  fraternity  of  the  means  for  doing  evil,  and  in  this 
clamor,  by  using  most  insidious  means,  they  often  get  good  men  to  join. 
Magnifying  a temporary  inconvenience  into  a personal  injury,  they  per- 
suade men  of  limited  vision,  who  cannot  see  the  end,  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  depriving  them  of  sacred  rights.  But  believe  me,  sir,  there 
never  was  a time  when  your  restrictive  orders  preventing  rebels  from 
obtaining  supplies  of  certain  things  needed  to  be  so  rigidly  enforced 
as  now,  and  for  the  same  reason,  it  is  important  that  loyal  men  be  sup- 
plied with  those  articles.  It  should  be  done,  however,  upon  a system 
and  with  a discrimination  that  would  prevent  mistakes. 

In  illustration  of  this  necessity,  I inclose  a copy  of  a letter  from  a loyal 
and  responsible  citizen  of  Clark  County.  I have  received  many  others 
of  the  same  tenor  from  along  the  border,  and  I have  sent  intelligent  and 
competent  men  to  investigate  thoroughly  the  foundation  for  such  state- 
ments. Their  reports  more  than  confirm  Captaiil  Johnson’s.  He  has 
not  embellished  facts,  nor  has  he  conveyed  the  urgency  of  prompt  action 
ill  the  matter. 

It  is  painful,  Mr.  Gallagher,  to  a loyal,  earnest  man  to  be  in  a posi- 
tion where  he  can  see  clearly  danger  gathering  and  darkening  over  his 
fatherland,  and  yet  be  powerless  to  avert  it.  I can  make  this  iflaint 
to  you,  for  you  were  mainly  iustrumental  in  my  being  iflaced  here;  and 
now,  to  do  what  might  and  should  be  done  to  arrest  this  rising  storm, 
I need  some  recognition  from  the  Government ; authority  from  the  Gov- 
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ernor  to  vitalize  aud  mobilize  the  ‘^Border  Brigade,’^  and  the  control  of 
arms  and  ammunition.  Tims  clothed,  I will  answer  with  my  head  for 
the  substantial  peace  of  this  district.  It  is  true,  the  Governor  has 
instructed  the  “Border  Brigade’^  to  obey  my  orders,  but  I can  only  use 
them  as  a provost  guard,  and  when  they  appeal  to  me  for  arms,  or  other 
necessary  equipments,  I can  only  say  “ powerless.” 

1 do  not  complain  of  a want  of  labor  in  my  position ; it-  is  abundant 
and  perplexing  enough ; but  I almost  regret  the  possession  of  percep- 
tive faculties,  that  enable  me  to  see  so  much  more  that  ought  to  be  done. 

There  is  a matter,  I think  of  grave  moment,  to  which  the  attention  of 
Government  ought  to  be  promptly  and  earnestly  called.  My  position 
brings  me  in  contact  with  a great  many  returned  soldiers  from  the 
Army  of  the  Mississippi,  and  I find  among  them  an  almost  universal 
feeling  of  intense  bitterness,  from  the  conviction  that  they  have  been, 
and  are,  used  principally  for  the  benefit  of  cotton  speculators,  officers, 
and  outsiders.  Judging  from  what  I have  seen  and  know,  this  is  the 
deadliest  poison  at  work  in  the  army,  and  if  an  antidote  is  not  found 
soon,  it  will  be  reduced  to  a skeleton — nothing  left  but  officers  and 
camp  followers. 

Pardon  me  for  taxing  your  time  so  extensively,  and  believe  me,  my 
dear  sir,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  HIATT. 


[Sub-Inclosure.] 


Osceola,  February  5, 1863. 

J.  M.  Hiatt,  Provost-Marshal : 

Sm:  I am  induced  to  write  and  lay  before  you  Our  grievances  and 
wants. 

1st.  We  are  in  a strong  Union  country,  in  proportion  to  our  popu- 
lation, and  rebel  sentiments  have  heretofore  been  badly  rebuked.  Of 
late,  since  large  numbers  of  our  men  have  gone  into  service,  Northern 
rebels  have  become  bold  and  insolent,  and  in  this  place  are  holding 
their  meetings  of  the  K.  G.  C.,  as  we  believe,  nearly  public.  At  their 
last  meeting,  they  made  a display  of  clubs  and  pistols,  and  talked  of 
being  able,  and  rather  anxious,  to  clean  out  this  “ Abolition  town.” 
They  say  they  are  organized  j that  they  can,  and  will,  bring  500  from 
Madison  County  and  200  from  Decatur,  who  will  burn  up  the  town  aud 
clean  out  the  Abolitionists,  &c. 

A lieutenant  of  the  State  militia,  of  Decatur  County,  went  through 
here  a few  days  since  to  see  the  Governor.  He  says  the  rebels  in  his 
county  are  scouring  the  country  at  night.  The  same  is  true  of  this 
county.  They  claim  the  right  to  avow  their  rebel  'sentiments  whenever 
and  wherever  they  please,  and  in  the  most  provoking  manner  possible, 
and  swear  the  marshal  can  make  no  more  arrests  here,  &c.  You  cer- 
tainly know  how  they  are  doing  the  work  of  their  master. 

2d.  We  want  ammunition,  aud  have  as  yet  tried  in  vain  to  procure  it. 
We  have  three  companies  of  Home  Guards  in  this  county,  or  have  had, 
but  they  are  nearly  all  gone  to  war,  and  their  places  are  taken  by  old 
men  and  boys,  who  want  to  do  service  if  the  wolf  comes,  but  we  are  un- 
prepared. There  are  in  all  about  175  muskets  in  the  county,  and  not 
over  one  load  to  each  gun.  We  are  advised  to  apply  to  you.  Now,  sir, 
you  know  our  helpless  condition,  and  if  you  can  aid  us  with  cartridges 
and  especially  musket  caiis,  we  pray  you  do  so. 

That  there  will  be  trouble  here  I have  no  doubt.  It  is  only  a question 
of  time.  We  w^ant  more  guns,  cartridges,  caps,  powder,  and  lead. 
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There  are-rifles,  sliot-guiis,  and  pistols  liere  that  can  be  used  if  we  have 
the  powder  and  lead.  We  have  a small  cannon  here  that  we  expect  to 
use  as  a ^fignal  to  call  in  our  forces  if  needed,  provided  we  get  powder. 

F.  W.  JOHNSON, 
Captain  Clarice  Cotmty  Union  Guard, 

[Inclosure  Xo.  2.] 

Office  of  the  Peovost-Maeshal-General 

OF  THE  Iowa  and  Missouri  Boeder, 

KeolculCj  Iowa,  February  10,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis: 

General  : This  will  be  handed  you  by  0.  E.  Snow,  esq.,  with  whom 
you  are  acquainted. 

Mr.  Snow  has  for  four  months  past  been  discharging  the  duties  of 
provost- marshal  for  Wapello  County,  and  reporting  to  me. 

The  termini  of  two  railroads  being  in  that  county,  it  is  a kind  of 
center  for  deserters,  rebels,  and  contraband  trade. 

Mr.  Snow’s  labors  have  been  arduous  and  valuable.  I deem  it  fortu- 
nate to  have  obtained  the  services  of  so  good  a man  at  that  iioint.  He 
can  give  you  reliable  information  of  the  state  of  things  along  a consid- 
erable extent  of  the  border.  Mr.  Gallagher,  when  he  returns  to  Saint 
Louis,  will  confer  with  you  in  reference  to  the  same  matter. 

I am,  most  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  HIATT, 
Provost-Marshal- General^  <Fc, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Loitis,  February  11,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chiefs  Washington : 

General  : Your  telegraphic  dispatch  of  yesterday,  saying  you  are 
informed  the  ‘‘most  of  the  rebel  force  have  left  Arkansas  to  concentrate 
on  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  and  that  as  many  as  10,000  more  men 
can  be  safely  sent  flom  your  department  against  Vicksburg,”  is  re- 
ceived. 

My  information,  direct  from  Batesville,  is  that  Holmes,  Hindman, 
and  Marmaduke  are  in  the  neighborhood  of  Little  Eock,  Marmaduke 
being  on  the  south  side  of  White  Eiver.  It  seems  to  me  almost  impos- 
sible for  Holmes  and  Hindman  to  get  through  to  the  Mississippi  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  and  their  army  must  be  still  in  Arkansas,  more  con- 
centrated than  formerly.  If  this  be  so,  they  must  have  at  least  30,000 
or  40,000  troops,  while  my  forces,  under  Davidson  and  Schofleld,  are 
about  20,000  available,  movable  force.  Davidson’s  force  'is  near  West 
Plains  and  Schofield’s  near  Crane  Creek,  each  extending  down  into 
Arkansas.  These  two  forces  can  move  so  as  to  check  raids  into  North- 
ern Arkansas,  and  repress  insurrections  feared  in  Missouri.  In  my 
judgment  they  should  be  retained  till  gunboats  can  permanently  assist 
in  holding  White  Eiver  and  Arkansas,  when  they  should  move  down 
nearer  the  Arkansas,  driving  and  holding  the  enemy  below  that  river. 

If,  however,  the  Arkansas  troops  have,  as  you  suppose,  gone  to  YUcks- 
burg,  Davidson’s  force  can  be  moved  to  Saint  Genevieve  in  about  twelve 
days,  and  it  will  take  ten  days  more  to  get  them  to  Vicksburg.  Snow, 
rains,  and  high  waters  make  it  very  difficult  to  move,  but  I try  to  have 
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my  troops  always  ready,  and  have  directed  General  Davidson  to  move 
eastward  for  the  purpose  of  confarming  to  your  wishes.  A large  por- 
tion of  my  troops  are  mounted,  the  better  to  get  through  mud,  but  the 
more  difficult  to  transport  by  river.  I cannot  select  infantry  and  artil- 
lery, as  my  forces  are  not  near  together,  and  by  so  doing  I would  de- 
stroy the  organizations  and  the  effi'ciency  of  the  remainder. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  the  probability  that  the  rebel  force  is  still  in 
the  central  part  of  Arkansas,  and  the  danger  to  Arkansas  and  Missouri, 
and  the  difficulty  of  moving  so  far  in  time  to  be  of  use  in  Vicksburg,  I 
most  respectfully  express  my  convictions  against  the  movement.  These 
frontier  forces  are  our  only  reserves  for  contingent  necessities  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  and,  in  my  judgment,  they  should  not  be  weakened. 
Things  are  very  quiet  now,  but  great  fears  are  entertained  of  more 
trouble  as  soon  as  spring  opens.  I submit  the  matter,  however,  to  your 
judgment,  willing  to  make  great  hazards  for  success  at  Vicksburg.  I 
send  this  by  Mr.  Chapman,  a most  worthy  and  reliable  Union  man,  of 
this  city. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  8th  AND  9th  Dists.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

In  the  Fields  Camp  John  Eoss^  February  11,  1863. 
Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

Sir  ; Up  to  date  I have  neither  dispatch  nor  order  from  you  since  I 
received  command  of  this  department. 

Lieutenant  Phillips,  Third  Indian  Eegiment,  who  has  just  returned 
from  the  Arkansas  Eiver  at  Fort  Gibson,  having  escorted  a train  of 
breadstuffs  to  the  Nation,  reports  all  quiet  on  this  side.  A portion  of 
his  command,  70  men,  crossed  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  Captain  Lucas, 
Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry,  has  just  returned  from  Illinois,*  and  the  direc- 
tion of  Cane  Hill.  The  guerrillas  he  was  after  retreated  south,  and  he 
could  not  overtake  them.  I learn  flom  scouts  in  the  Nation  that  Gen- 
eral Cooper  has  retreated  to  Boggy  Depot,  near  Eed  Eiver.  Colonel 
Watie  and  Major  Bryan  have  a command  at  Leaning  Eock,  near  North 
Fork,  Canadian  Eiver.  The  mules  belonging  to  their  transportation 
were  dying  very  fast;  40  died  in  one  night  last  week.  I learn  that  they 
have  driven  up  cattle  and  are  yoking  them  up  a’s  oxen.  They  have 
driven  the  greater  portion  of  their  horses  and  ponies  into  Texas,  and 
all  their  men  are  thus  dismounted  except  Butler’s  and  Brewer’s  com- 
panies. 

Opposite  Fort  Smith,  in  the  cane  bottoms,  are  200  or  300  men,  who 
do  not  desire  to  cross  the  river  or  join  the  rebellion  army,  but  who 
have  been  in  the  rebel  army,  and'  are  afraid  of  the  loyal  Cherokees.  I 
have  sent  secret  agents  to  them,  assuring  protection  to  those  of  them  to 
whom  it  would  be  prudent  to  extend  it.  They  are  mostly  half-breeds, 
or  partially  white  men,  but  are  disgusted  with  the  rebellion.  I do  not 
think  it  would  be  advisable  to  enroll  them  in  either  of  the  t'wo  Cherokee 
regiments  (Second  and  Third),  but  if  a sufficient  number  come  over, 
they  could  be  enrolled  in  a separate  battalion,  and  added  perhaps  to  one 
of  the  new  regiments.  Fort  Smith  has  not  yet  been  re-enforced ; there 
are  the  remains  of  five  regiments  there,  guarding  1,500  sick  and  wounded. 


Illinois  is  a station  on  the  railroad  south  of  Cane  Hill. 
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I directed  Colonel  Harrison  to  send  another  scout  to  Clarksville,  as 
also  secret  spies  into  the  place.  I expected  to  hear  from  there  ere  this. 
I desired  to  know  if  Marmaduke’s  cavalry  division  had  gone  round  there 
from  White  Eiver,  or  where  it  was,  as  it  behooves  me  to  watch  and 
know  its  movements. 

The  necessity  of  gathering  food  and  forage  for  the  Nation  from  a long 
range  calls  for  a distribution  of  my  forces.  I have  force  enough  to  meet 
Marmaduke,  if  I have  my  command  together. 

The  post  at  Neosho  guards  my  line  of  transportation  and  protects  the 
refugee  Cherokee  families.  I had  to  re-enforce  the  post  with  another 
company  of  the  same  regiment,  as  [Congreve]  Jackson  and  [T.  E.]  Liv- 
ingston were  getting  troublesome  in  that  country. 

There  is  great  destitution  in  the  Nation.  My  transportation  is  inad- 
equate, and  every  time  a train  goes  down  into  the  Nation  with  flour  or 
meal  there  are  hundreds  of  hungry  persons  who  have  been  waiting  for 
days.  Ail  the  breadstuffs  I send  are  of  flour  and  meal  made  in  Arkan- 
sas, or  hauled  from  Western  Arkansas  into  the  Nation  to  grind.  Ac- 
count of  it  is  properly  kept,  and  Judge  Keys  and  Judge  Thom,  together 
with  Eev.  Evan  Jones,  the  able  and  venerable  missionary,  attend  to 
disbursements.  The  first  was  10  pounds  per  head;  the  second  and 
third,  8 pounds.  1 do  not  yet  know  the  last  pro  ratas.  I start  my  sup- 
ply train  to  Fort  Scott  to-day.  If  the  other  200  wagons  are  sent  back 
to  the  line,  I could  take  fifty  days’  rations  for  my  command,  and  one  new 
regiment,  if  raised,  and  I propose  to  occupy  the  Arkansas  Eiver  and 
penetrate  beyond  it  by  the  1st  of  March. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel^  Commanding. 


Office  of  the  Provost-Marshal, 

Seventh  District,  Northwestern  Division, 

Smithton,  Worth  County^  Mo.,  February  12,  1863. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  31o. : 

Dear  Sir  : The  great  anxiety  I have  tor  the  restoration  and  perpe- 
tuity of  our  once  happy  country  is  the  only  excuse  I have  for  again 
presuming  to  address  you.  I will  not  be  tedious. 

Cool  deliberation  and  observation  prove  to  us  beyond  doubt  that  our 
’ liberties,  and  the  cause  w^e  fight  to  sustain,  are  eminently  endangered 
by  leading  military  men  affiliating  with  sympathizers,  and  winking  at 
their  fiendish  opposition  to  the  Government.  Persons  from  abroad  are 
traveling  through  these  upper  counties  by  night,  organizing  Knights 
of  the  Golden  Circle.  One  of  those  travelers  became  drunk,  and  fell 
into  the  hands  of  our  unconditional  Union  men,  who  were  initiated  and 
let  into  the  secret  plans  of  operation,  the  most  important  of  which  was 
that  there  were  800  guns  at  Maryville,  Nodaway  County,  and  the  same 
number  at  Albany,  Gentry  County,  and  that  as  soon  as  they  could  raise 
or  initiate  into  the  circle  men  to  rise  en  masse  and  overpower  the  guards 
and  take  the  guns  for  Jeff.  Davis’  use,  they  would  do  it. 

As  Col.  Manlove  Cranor  and  Lieut.  Ool.  j.  W.  Curry,  of  Gentry  County 
regiment,  have  declared  boldly  their  opposition  to  the  Administration  and 
the  war,  it  is  believed  that  they,  too,  are  Knights.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cranor  denounces  us  as  unconditional  negroes,  and  does  all  he  dare  do 
to  encourage  rebels  and  dishearten  Union  men.  Our  people  call  for  a 
change.  We  are  oppressed  and  discouraged,  and  cannot  carry  out  your 
orders  under  the  present  rule.  If  the  present  going  of  things  is  not 
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checked,  supporters  of  the  Government,  without  regard  to  previous 
political  opinions,  will  be  down-trodden  and  driven  from  the  country 
by  secessionists  under  the^’arb  of  democracy. 

Again  we  pray  your  honor  to  give  us  a brigadier  of  the  type  of  Ben. 
Loan,  and  under  officers  to  suit,  that  we  may  serve  our  country  without 
being  unjustly  oppressive  to  any  ; otherwise  our  future  is  dark. 

Believing  that  you  have  information  from  others  also  how  matters 
have  been  going  in  this  district,  I subscribe  myself,  with  much  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  COLLINS, 

Frovost-Marsiial. 

[Indorsement.] 

Saint  Louis,  February  23, 1863. 

This  is  a si)ecimen  letter  coming  in  from  all  corners  of  the  State.  I 
consider  it  necessary  to  have  some  reliable  United  States  troops  in 
every  district  to  keep  the  peace  in  States  that  have  been  infested  with 
rebel  forces. 

This  is  respectfully  forwarded,  for  the  information  of  the  Commanding 
General,  Washington. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  12th  Div.,  13th  a.  C.,  Dept,  of  the  Tennessee, 

Helenaj  February  13,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

I have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a copy  of  an  order  issued  by 
Major-General  Grant,  commanding  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 
reorganizing  into  divisions  and  brigades  the  troops  in  your  department , 
at  Ilelena.*  * 

I have  the  honor  also  to  inform  you  that  Brigadier-General  Prentiss, 
of  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  has  been  assigned  by  General 
Grant  to  the  command  of  this  district. 

Since  the  arrival  of  General  Prentiss,  he  has  assigned  me  to  the  com- 
mand of  all  three  divisions  for  all  military  purposes.  General  Halleck’s 
order  directed  General  Grant  (a  copy  of  which  I herewith  incloset)  to 
assume  command  of  all  your  forces  within  the  reach  of  orders  tempo-^ 
rarily. 

Now,  the  question  which  I desire  to  present  to  you  is  whether  any 
one  but  General  Halleck  can  reorganize  the  troops  in  your  department, 
and  assign  a general  belonging  to  another  department  to  command  those 
in  yours  ? 

General  Prentiss  was  ordered  to  report  to  the  general  commanding 
the  Department  of  the  Tennessee  j I was  ordered  to  report  to  the  gen- 
eral commanding  the  Department  of  the  Missouri.  I learn  that  there 
are  doubts  at  headquarters  as  to  the  authority  to  make  this  change. 
By  making  the  organization,  and  placing  it  in  General  McClernand’s 
army  corps,  it  evidently  looks  to  permanency.* 

In  addition  to  this,  General  Ross,  of  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 
has  been  sent  here  to  take  command  of  a division,  and,  as  he  ranks 
General  Hovey  some  three  days,  it  compels  Hovey  to  go  back  to  the 
command  of  a brigade,  while  General  Washburn,  who  is  junior  to  Gen- 
eral Hovey  by  nearly  one  year,  is  placed  in  command  of  a division  of 
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cavalry.  This  General  Hovey  protests  against  most  bitterly.  All  these 
orders  I have  promptly  obeyed  and  faithfully  executed,  and  am  on  the 
kindest  and  most  agreeable  terms  with  General  Prentiss  and  all  others. 

You  may  rely,  general,  that  Vicksburg  can  be  attacked  by  the  Navy 
only,  until  the  water  falls,  and  this  may  not  occur  until  midsummer,  and 
there  do  not  seem  to  be  two  opinions  on  the  subject,  so  far  as  my  in- 
formation goes.  Most  probably  there  will  be  a demonstration  upon 
Little  Eock  and  Pine  Bluff.  Is  this,  therefore,  to  be  done  by  you  in 
your  own  department,  or  by  others  out  of  it  f I am  ready  to  co-operate 
with  anybody  or  any  general  in  any  department  where  we  can  have 
active  service,  and  will  do.  so  heartily  and  cordially.  I know  of  no  rule 
but  strict  obedience  to  orders,  without  evasion  or  mental  reservation. 

I want  to  hear  from  you  on  this  subject. 

I am,  general,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  GOEMAN, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  February  14,  1863. 
General  Guetis,  Saint  Louis  : 

Last  night  I received  the  following  from  Independence : 

McFerran’s  order  for  five  companies  is  here.  I have  discovered  that  tlie  men  of 
each  company  have  passed  resolutions  to  resist.  I will  do  my  best. 

W.  R.  PENICK. 

I sent  a reply,  which  will  keep  them  quiet  for  the  present.  I propose 
being  in  Saint  Louis  to-morrow  night,  if  no  instructions  to  the  contrary 
are  received. 

BEN.  LOAN, 

Brigadier- General,  Missouri  State  Militia, 


Jefferson  City,  Mo., 

February  14,  1863 — 8.20  p.  m. 

Major  [H.  Z.]  CURTis,  Saint  Louis : 

I suppose  Colonel  McEerran  has  issued  orders  on  his  own  motion. 
By  telegraph  I have  corrected  existing  errors,  I hope.  Serious  danger 
apprehended  at  Kansas  City  on  account  of  the  assumption  of  the  com- 
mand there  by  Colonel  Kersey  Coates,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia.  Union 
citizens  are  opposing  him,  and  have  telegraphed  for  assistance,  which 
has  been  ordered. 

BEN.  LOAN, 

Brigadier-  General,  Missouri  State  Militia. 


Hdqrs.  8th  and  9th  Dists.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

" Ln  the  Field,  Gamp  John  Boss,  February  15,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

^ Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

Sir:  I have  just  received  instructions  that  a force  of  the  enemy  is  on 
Arkansas  Eiver,  at  Clarksville,  and  a cavalry  force  at  Ozark.  Both  of 
these  points  were  occupied  by  my  scouts  a few  days  ago,  but  a rebel 
force  of  some  size,  with  steamboats  (eight  reported  going  up),  have 
moved  up  this  way. 

A Mr.  Powell,  livii}g  45  miles  southeast  of  Fayetteville,  reports  to 
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Colonel  Harrison  that,  the  force  of  General  Hindman  is  approaching. 
I learned  from  Yan  Buren  that  a rebel  force  was  exjiected  at  Clarks- 
ville the  day  before  it  got  there. 

It  may  be  possible  that  the  enemy  intends  to  try  and  drive  me  out  of 
Arkansas  this  winter,  although  such  a movement  on  his  part  would  be 
difficult.  The  roads  in  all  Northwestern  Arkansas  are  nearly"  impassa- 
ble— deep  mud ; no  subsistence,  or  very  little,  for  man  or  beast.  1 am 
glad  to  report  the  hospital  removed  (except  a small  number  that  could 
not  be  moved)  from  Fayetteville.  Part  of  my  supply  train  and  ambu- 
lances took  the  wounded  and  sick  of  the  First  Division,  Army  of  the 
Frontier ; the  rest  went  to  Springfield. 

Colonel  Harrison  is  intrenchiug. 

The  half  of  my  command  is  out,  and  I have  sent  to  recall  it.  I shall 
move  as  soon  as  possible  in  close  supporting  distance  of  Fayetteville. 
If  the  enemy  moves  on  Fayetteville,  I shall  move  my  command  to  meet 
him.  I am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  movement  is  an  attempt,  under 
cover  of  a heavy  cavalry  force,  to  send  the  eight  boats,  loaded  with  corn, 
to  Fort  Smith  .and  Yan  Buren  ; if  so,  I shall  endeavor  to  cut  them  otf. 
I immediately  sent  to  Colonel  Harrison  to  send  light  scouts  and  spies 
to  ascertain  whether  such  was  the  fact.  I also  sent  reliable  scouts  and 
spies  from  my  own  camp. 

I learn  positively  that  greatest  distress  exists  at  Fort  Smith  and 
Yan  Buren  among  citizens  and  rebel  soldiers.  As  my  scouts,  in  force, 
have  touched  Arkansas  Eiver  every  few  days,  from  Clarksville  to  Fort 
Gibson,  the  enemy  can  send  up  no  boats,  save  under  a cover  of  a heavy 
force,  and  these,  with  other  circumstances,  have  led  me  to  suspect  such 
a movement,  rather  than  an  attack  in  front  from  Little  Eock,  or  on  my 
flank  from  White  Eiver.  Military  movements  look  almost  impossible 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  roads,  but  we  can  move  if  the  rebels  can. 

Besides  the  earthworks  being  thrown  up  at  Faybtteville,  I have  a 
party  fortifying  on  the  Line  road  (between  the  Nation  and  Arkansas). 
The  latter,  from  the  Third  Brigade,  is  merely  for  the  protection  of  an 
outpost  until  I can  support  it.  Of  course,  I do  not  expect  to  depend 
much  on  any  fortifications  I could  erect  or  continue  to  occupy  now. 
If  the  army  of  Hindman  moves  this  way,  it  is  extremely  probable  that 
its  forage  necessities  may  detach  it  from  his  infantry,  which  might 
afford  an  opportunity  to  attack  him  in  .detail.  I still  cannot  believe 
it  more  than  a movement  up  the  river. 

My  sending  supplies  to  the  Indian  Nation  has  exercised  the  rebels  very 
much,  and  is  rapidly  destroying  all  their  influence  in  that  country.  As 
they  threatened  to  take  my  subsistence  train,  twelve  wagons  of  flour 
that  went  down  a few  days  ago,  I sent  a strong  force  with  it,  with 
howitzers. 

I have  a scout  over  to  Canadian  Eiver.  A communication  was  sent 
to  some  of  my  Indian  captains  by  some  of  the  officers  with  Colonels 
Watie  and  Bryan,  proposing  to  take  or  destroy  the  leaders  who  were 
ruining  the  country,  and  who  held  them  (the  parties  corresponding)  in 
fear,  as  they  were  suspected  of  a desire  to  turn  over.  I sent  a command 
to  the  Canadian  Eiver,  as  I deemed  the  matter  of  considerable  impor- 
tance. . 

The  Indian  council  or  congress  is  still  in  session,  and  when  I move 
forward  I shall  have  to  leave  a command  to  guard  it. 

All  my  wagons  are  out  with  parties  getting  breadstuffs  and  forage, 
and  I shall  have  to  recall  them  before  I move  in  force. 

With  profound  respect,  I remain, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  February  17,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis,  Saint  Louis : 

General  : Your  letter  of  February  11  has  been  received  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

To  operate  from  Eolla,  Springfield,  or  Ironton  against  Western  Ar- 
kansas is  bad  strategy  at  any  time,  and  almost  an  impossibility  in  the 
winter  season.  The  only  grounds  in  justification  of  your  movement  in 
that  direction  last  winter  was  the  presence  of  Price’s  army  in  Missouri 
and  the  complete  blockade  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  below  Cairo.  When 
that  river  was  opened  to  Helena  and  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas,  the 
plainest  principles  indicated  that  all  operations  in  Arkansas  should  be 
based  on  the  Mississippi.  The  advantages  of  this  plan  are  obvious ; 
First,  in  securing  beyond  the  possibility  of  a doubt  our  control  of  that 
river  j second,  in  the  facility  of  supplying  our  army  5 third,  in  placing 
it  between  the  enemy’s  forces ; fourth,  in  cutting  off  the  enemy’s  sup- 
plies of  arms,  clothing,  &c.,  from  one  direction  and  of  provisions  from 
the  other,  and,  fifth,  in  having  our  forces  in  position  to  operate  on  the 
Lower  Mississippi  and  open  its  navigation  to  the  Gulf.  This  is  not 
merely  my  opinion;  the  plan  was  some  time  ago  discussed  and  approved 
by  the  best  military  men  in  our  service.  It  was  for  these  reasons  that 
I disapproved  your  bringing  troops  from  Helena  last  summer  to  operate 
from  the  interior  of  Missouri  against  Arkansas,  and  it  is  for  these  rea- 
sons that  I have  opposed  your  retaining  so  many  forces  in  Missouri, 
and  have  so  often  urged  you  to  send  aU  that  could  possibly  be  spared 
down  the  Mississippi.  There  is  no  enemy  in  Missouri  nor  near  its  bor- 
ders, except  guerrillas  and  small  detached  forces.  Eetaining  forces  suffi- 
cient to  hold  a few  important  points — say,  Springfield,  Eolla,  and  Iron- 
ton — against  raids,  all  available  forces  should  operate  from  the  Missis- 
sippi. With  our  army  on  their  flank,  no  large  army  of  the  enemy  would 
ever  attempt  to  move  from  the  Arkansas  Eiver  into  Missouri.  If  they 
should  do  so,  their  capture  would  be  certain.  On  the  contrary,  we  may 
defeat  the  enemy  a dozen  times  on  the  western  border  of  the  two  States, 
and  our  victories,  like  those  of  Pea  Eidge  and  Prairie  Grove,  be  with- 
out important  results.  In  addition  to  these  military  reasons,  the  Presi- 
dent, for  reasons  of  his  own,  has  repeatedly  ordered  that  all  available 
troops  in  your  department  be  sent  down  the  Mississippi.  It  is  your 
duty,  as  well  as  mine,  to  carry  out  these  instructions.  The  orders  which, 
have  been  telegraphed  to  you  have  not  designated  how  many  troops  you 
were  to  retain  in  Missouri;  that  question  is  left  to  your  judgment  apd 
discretion,  under  the  responsibility  which  any  officer  incurs  when  di- 
rected to  send  all  available  troops  upon  a specified  point. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLEGK, 

Generahin-  Chief, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  17,  1863. 

Col.  William  A.  Phillips, 

Camp  John  Ross,  near  Indian  Territory  : 

Colonel  : Your  letters  concerning  the  Indians  have  been  duly  re- 
ceived, and  after  laying  them  before  General  Blunt,  and  giving  him  my 
views,  which  generally  concur  with  yours,  I have  sent  them  to  head- 
quarters, Washiugton,  with  a request  that  they  be  laid  before  the  In- 
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dian  Bureau,  wliicli  ought  to  take  care  of  the  matter  of  food,  seeds,  &c. 
You  must  keep  the  hospitals  at  Fayetteville  supplied  and  supported  in 
I)reference  to  all  other  wants.  We  cannot  occupy  the  immediate  valley 
of  the  Arkansas  until  we  get  full  possession  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Arkansas  Kiver,  which  we  ought  to  have  this  winter.  You  are  in  Gen- 
eral Blunt’s  command,  and  should  report  to  him  at  Leavenworth,  but  at 
the  same  time  also  report  to  these  headquarters,  if  the  lines  to  this 
point  are  convenient.  Colonel  Harrison  is  also  reporting  to  you  and  to 
me.  I hope  the  Indian  legislature  will  repent  the  ordinance  of  seces- 
sion, but  they  must  have  their  own  way  about  the  matter,  and  not  be 
permitted  to  lay  it  upon  any  coercion  of  our  troops.  Yours  is  my  ex- 
treme post  command,  and  I regard  it  as  very  important.  Great  dili- 
gence and  iirudence  are  necessary  to  your  security  and  success.  I 
api)rove  of  your  course  so  far,  and  hope  you  will  continue  to  keep  watch 
and  ward  against  a wily  and  unscrupulous  foe.  It  is  painful  to  hear  of 
the  suftering  of  the  Indian  inhabitants,  who  were  so  happy  before  the 
breaking  out  of  this  infernal  rebellion.  But  we  all  have  to  suffer  wher- 
ever the  rebel  flag  is  allowed  to  float. 

I am,  colonel,  \ery  truly,  yours, 

SAML.  E.  GUETIS, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Eighth  and  Ninth  Districts, 

Camp  John  Eoss^  February  17,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

Sir  : I am  again  moving  my  whole  command  southwest.  I have  men 
out  to  support  Colonel  Harrison  and  hold  or  take  the  rebel  force  at  Yan 
Buren — nearly  all  my  available  mounted  force — and  I shall  leave  my 
trains  at  or  near  Bentonville,  so  as  to  be  in  supporting  distance  of 
Fayetteville,  in  front  of  Fort  Blunt,  southwest  on  the  line  between  the 
State  and  Nation,  20  miles  distant,  where  I have  a strong  station,  and 
also  be  in  way  of  Elkhorn,  by  which  point,  if  hard  pressed  so  as  to 
meet  them,  any  re-enforcements  must  come. 

Here  there  is  mud  that  often  makes  my  wagons  sink  to  the  bed 5 swol- 
len streams  that  stop  or  retard  my  movements,  and  little  forage.  Still, 
I hope  to  be  able  to  hold  at  least  all  we  gained  in  autumn. 

Our  Arkansas  friends  are  anxious  for  us  to  make  a forward  move- 
ment southeast,  but  I have  forbidden  any  movement  of  my  troops  in 
that  direction,  unless  needed  to  take  the  boats  or  forces  that  have  ven- 
tured to  Fort  Smith. 

Our  friends  in  Arkansas  are  anxious  to  have  us  forward,  to  show 
their  loyalty,  but  I have  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  call  out  demonstra- 
tions of  loyalty  until  we  can  protect  them. 

I have  not  taken  Fort  Smith  (however  easily  done,  and  gratifying  to 
our  pride  it  might  be),  until  we  can  hold  the  line  of  the  river. 

I am  still  without  dispatches  or  orders  from  you.  Colonel  Harrison 
informs  me  that  General  Schofield  ordered  the  battalion  of  the  Tenth 
Illinois  away  from  Fayetteville.  I thought  it  strange  that  orders  to 
weaken  my  force  should  be  sent,  and  not  to  my  headquarters.  There 
are  strong  reasons  why  I would  urge  that  those  three  companies  should 
stay.  The  Arkansas  force  is  very  raw,  and  ought  not,  I would  respectfully 
suggest,  be  left  without  the  countenance  of  other  troops.  The  handful 
of  white  troops  I have  got  are  insufficient  to  aid  me  in  a proper  disci- 
pline and  restraint  of  the  Indian  troops,  and  I am  in  no  condition  to 
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spare  any.  I have  still  one  party  across  Arkansas,  on  the  Canadian 
Eiver,  on  an  important  expedition.  The  heavy  force  1 had  in  the  Nation  I 
have  ordered  to  fall  [back]  froni  the  west  toward  the  heavy  force  I had 
sent  toward  Ozark  and  Van  Buren.  1 sent  my  train  toward  Fort 
Scott  three  days  ago.  I sent  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  First  Divis- 
ion with  it,  and  have  thus  got  Fayetteville  clear  of  a hospital. 

As  the  Cherokee  legislature  has  not  yet  adjourned,  I left  at  Camp 
John  Boss  100  men  to  guard  it.  I think  they  will  be  able  to  wind  up 
and  follow  me  in  two  days. 

I have  not  yet  heard  a word  about  the  transportation,  about  which  I 
wrote'  (200  wagons).  My  commissary,  Captain  Heath,  has  gone  to  Fort 
Scott.  If  the  wagons  cannot  be  sent  there,  could  they  be  loaded  at 
Springfield  with  commissary  stores  ? If  I had  fifty  days’  rations  for 
my  command,  I would  move  on  the  river  to-morrow. 

I have  ordered  that,  if  any  boats  are  taken,  they  be  run  up  to  Gibson, 
under  charge  of  Major  Foreman,  rather  than  burn  them,  as  we  shall 
want  them  in  the  spring. 

Earnestly  desiring  dispatches,  and  determined  not  to  be  driven  from 
Arkansas,  I remain,  with  respect, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel.  Commanding, 

[Indorsement.] 

Better  telegraph  Phillips  to  hold  back. 

SAML.  K.  CUETIS. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaulcee,  Wis.,  February  17, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley, 

Commanding  District  of  Minnesota  : 

Dear  General  : I arrived  here  on  the  14th,  and  yesterday  received 
your  letter  of  the  11th.  As  you  know,  it  bas  always  been  my  purpose 
to  make  a vigorous  campaign  against  the  Indians  as  soon  as  possible 
in  the  spring.  I desire  you  to  organize  the  expedition  sent  out  from 
your  district,  and  to  command  one  column,  with  a general  supervision 
of  the  others  from  your  district.  I had  hoped  that  you  could  organize 
at  least  two  columns,  of  sufficient  strength,  from  your  district,  and  hope 
still  that  you  may  be  able  to  do  so.  The  bulk  of  the  troops  in  this  de- 
partment are  in  Minnesota.  I desire  to  send  three  columns  into  the 
field  as  soon  as  possible — one  from  head  of  navigation  on  Minnesota 
Eiver,  as  you  suggest ; one  from  the  border  of  Iowa,  by  way  of  Big 
Sioux  Eiver,  and  one  from  Fort  Eandall,  up  the  Missouri  Eiver.  Some 
small  force  should  also  visit  the  Eed  Lake  Indians.  The  only  objection 
I have  to  your  proposed  organization  is  the  small  force  of  cavalry  you 
propose  to  take.  I should  suppose  that  the  main  portion,  if  not  the 
whole,  of  your  force  should  be  cavalry,  with  such  artillery  as  is  needed. 
I can  only  assemble,  outside  of  your  troops  in  Minnesota,  about  2,000 
men  for  the  Missouri  Eiver  expedition,  and  these  are  mostly  cavalry. 
I should  like  you  to  organize  two  columns,  if  you  can,  of  sufficient 
strength  to  act  separately.  If  not,  you  must  move  with  one.  I sup- 
pose the  horses  bought  last  autumn,  about  2,000  in  number,  would  be 
sufficient  to  give  you  a heavy  cavalry  force  with  each  column,  say  one- 
half  as  strong  as  your  infantry.  I will  have  your  recpiisitions  attended 
to,  and  the  supplies  forwarded  from  Saint  Louis  as  soon  as  the  river  is 
navigable.  I think  your  estimate  for  transportation  very  large,  as  on 
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such  a campaign  your  meat  ration  will  he  taken  on  the  hoof,  and  you 
need  only  sugar  and  coffee,  flour  (or  hard  bread),  and  salt,  to  be  trans- 
ported in  your  wagons.  Celerity  of  movement,  as  I need  not  suggest 
to  you,  is  all-important  on  such  expeditious ; with  much  infantry  and 
large  wagon-trains,  this  would  be  next  to  impossible.  Please  make 
every  arrangement  to  move  at  the  earliest  moment,  and  I call  your  at- 
tention again  to  an  increase  of  the  cavalry  force.  You  will  have  to 
mount  some  of  your  infantry  for  the  purpose,  but  as  the  main  object  is 
to  transport  your  forces  with  the  greatest  rapidity  from  one  point  to 
another,  this  arrangement  will  answer.  In  relation  to  Indian  prisoners, 
I hardly  know  how  to  answer  you.  I have  endeavored  to  have  some 
disposition  made  of  the  prisoners,  so  as  to  relieve  the  military  of  any 
charge  of  them,  but,  so  far,  unsuccessful.  I will  write  again  to  the 
Government,  and  send  your  letter.  Please  write  me  fully,  and  give  me 
all  possible  information  concerning  the  Chippewas.  I will  write  you 
fully  as  soon  as  full  preparations  are  made  for  the  campaign. 

Very  respectfully,  and  truly,  yours,  . 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General^  Commanding, 


Springfield,  Mo.,  February  18, 1863. 

Major-General  Curtis  : 

We  are  now  sending  50  miles  north  and  west  of  this  place  for  forage, 
and  our  teams  are  being  rapidly  worn  out  by  this  immense  labor.  I 
must  move  my  entire  command  at  least  50  miles  north  from  here,  or  else 
cross  White  River  as  soon  as  possible.  I am  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
latter,  and  do  not  see  any  danger  in  such  a move.  Two  weeks  more  de- 
lay will  place  my  command  about  100  miles  from  Forsyth  in  the  wrong 
direction.  If  you  insist  upon  longer  delay,  I must,  of  course,  submit, 
but  I deem  it  my  dut^^  to  give  you  the  facts  as  clearly  as  possible,  and 
my  views  of  what  should  be  done.  Even  now  it  will  be  very  difficult 
to  collect  forage  enough  to  last  while  crossing  the  river  and  reaching 
the  nearest  forage  beyond.  When  it  shall  all  be  gone  for  a distance  of 
80  or  100  miles  from  Forsyth,  you  can  easily  estimate  the  practicability 
of  that  route.  The  move  now  is  barely  possible.  A short  time  hence  it 
will  cost  more  mules  than  I have  with  the  army. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaulcee^  Wis.,  February  18,  1863. 

Col.  J.  C.  Kelton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Headquarters  of  the  Army : 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Gen-  • 
eral-in-Chief,  that  reports  from  General  Sibley,  from  the  Indian  agents, 
and  from  other  respectable  persons  on  the  frontier  have  been  received 
here,  and  these  reports  all  concur  in  representing  that  extensive  prep- 
arations and  combinations  are  being  made  among  the  Sioux  for  a 
renewal  of  hostilities  in  the  spring.  Little  Crow,  it  is  stated,  has  suc- 
ceeded in  uniting  several  of  the  bands  of  the  Upper  Sioux,  and  that  as 
many  as  7,000  warriors  will  be  brought  into  the  field  as  soon  as  the 
spring  fairly  opens.  This  number  is  perhaps  overestimated,  but  all  in- 
dications point  to  some  serious  and  extensive  operations  against  the 
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white  settleiiieiits,  aud  it  will  be  well  to  provide  in  tiiue  against  such  an 
outbreak.  I have  accordingly  instructed  General  Sibley  to  organize  two 
columns,  if  possible,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  2,500  men  each,  with  six 
pieces  of  artillery  to  each  column,  and  to  be  in  readiness  to  take  the 
held  as  soon  as  the  grass  is  sufficiently  advanced  to  subsist  his  animals. 
One  column  will  move  north  from  the  Saint  Peter’s  (Minnesota)  Eiver,  at 
the  mouth  of  Yellow  Medicine,  the  other  along  the  Big  Sioux  or  between 
that  stream  and  the  James  Eiver.  The  Indians  are  said  to  be  assembled 
in  the  vicinity  of  Devil’s  Lake,  on  the  northern  line  of  Minnesota,  and 
these  columns  will  move  against  them.  At  the  same  time  I desire  to 
move  a third  column,  under  General  Cook,  up  the  Missouri  Eiver  from 
Fort  Eandall,  so  as  to  intercept  any  retreat  of  the  Indians  to  the  south 
side  of  the  Missouri.  The  attack  of  the  Indians  will  doubtless  be  made 
upon  the  settlements  along  the  Missouri  and  James  Eivers,  if  their 
movements  be  not  anticipated.  The  only  troops  I can  give  to  General 
Cook  for  this  purpose  are  three  companies  of  the  Forty-first  Iowa  In- 
fantry, now  at  Sioux  City,  and  part  of  the  regiment  of  cavalry  in  Iowa, 
the  organization  of  eight  companies  having  been  completed.  I have 
written  to  Governor  Kirkwood  to  send  up  the  eight  companies  of  cav- 
alry to  report  to  General  Cook  at  Sioux  City,  and  I have  suggested  to 
him  that  he  should  fill  up  the  Forty-first  Eegiment  by  organizing  as  soon 
as  possible  the  remaining  seven  companies.  In  view  of  these  opera- 
tions in  the  spring,  I request  that  the  mounted  regiments  in  Nebraska 
be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  General  Cook  for  his  movement  up  the  Mis- 
souri. Under  all  views  of  the  Indian  question,  I think  it  very  necessary 
that  demonstration  in  some  force  be  made  on  the  northern  plains  in  the 
spring.  I think,  with  the  regiments  of  mounted  men  in  Nebraska,  the 
force  will  be  sufficient.  I will  transmit  to  the  Department  copies  of  the 
reports  of  Generals  Cook  and  Sibley. 

I am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milicauliee^  February  18,  1863. 

Col.  J.  C.  Keeton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army : 


Colonel  : I desire  again  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  General-in- 
Chief  and  the  Government  to  the  condition  of  the  Indian  prisoners  now 
held  in  custody  by  the  military  authorities  in  the  State  of  Minnesota. 
There  are  two  classes  of  these  prisoners.  The  first  class  numbers  about 
270,  and  consists  of  those  Indians  immediately  engaged  in  the  outrages 
during  the  late  Indian  outbreak  in  Minnesota.  The  second  class  num- 
bers about  1,800,  and  consists  of  the  women  and  children  and  old  men 
of  Little  Crow’s  band  of  Sioux,  who  surrendere<l  themselves  to  General 
Sibley  during  his  campaign  of  last  autumn.  T\ie  care  of  these  prison- 
ers is,  under  the  circumstances,  very  embarrassing  to  the  military  au- 
thorities, and  will  interfere  considerably  with  the  projected  spring 
campaign.  It  is  also  attended  with  much  expense,  which,  by  right, 
falls  upon  the  Indian  Department.  A considerable  force  is  required  to 
guard  these  prisoners,  not  only  to  prevent  escape,  but  to  protect  them 
against  the  inhabitants  of  the  State,  who  are  so  influenced  bj^  the  atroc- 
ities committed  by  the  Indians  that  it  has  been  with  difficulty,  aud 
only  by  the  use  of  considerable  force,  that  they  have  been  prevented 
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from  the  Indians  to  death.  This  state  of  feeling  is  principally 

manifested  toward  the  prisoners  of  the  first  class.  I have  the  honor  to 
request  that  some  immediate  disposition  be  made  of  these  Indian  pris- 
oners, so  as  to  relieve  the  considerable  force  guarding  them  for  active 
service  in  the  spring.  The  Indian  Department  is  properly  chargeable 
with  the  care  of  these  Indians,  and  I recommend  and  request  that  they 
be  turned  over  to  that  Department.  The  condemned  Indians  ought,  at 
once,  to  be  sent  to  some  place  of  confinement  out  of  the  State.  May 
I ask  urgently  speedy  attention  to  the  request,  in  order  that  the  troops 
now  guarding  these  prisoners  can  be  gotten  ready  for  service  on  the 
ifiains?  Our  operations  will  be  embarrassed  if  deprived  of  the  con- 
siderable force  needed  to  guard  and  protect  these  Indian  prisoners. 

I am,  colonel,  very -respectfully , your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  February  19,  *1863. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  : I transmit  herewith  a copy  of  a letter  from  Colorado 
Territory*  in  regard  to  the  retention  of  troops  in  that  portion  of  the 
country. 

Numerous  communications  have  been  received  here  to  the  same  pur- 
port, both  in  regard  to  Colorado  Territory  and  to  Kansas.  Every  sec- 
tion of  the  country  seems  determined  to  retain  in  its  vicinity  as  many 
troops  as  i)ossible,  whether  any  enemy  is  likely  to  attack  it  or  not. 
The  object  evidently  is  to  profit  by  the  expenditure  of  public  money. 
When  troops  are  so  much  needed  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  on  important 
points,  it  is  the  duty  of  military  ofideers  to  resist  these  local  influences, 
and  to  concentrate  his  troops  where  they  can  do  most  service  to  the 
country. 

It  is  hoped  that  you  will  give  this  matter  your  early  attention. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Springfield,  Mo.,  February  19, 1863. 

Major-General  Curtis  : 

The  Third  Division  has  reached  the  headwaters  of  Einley  Creek,  in 
Webster  County,  where  they  have  found  forage  enough  for  five  or  six 
days.  Colonel  Geiger  reports  the  teams  nearly  all  worn  out  and  unfit 
for  service.  The  same  is  true  of  a large  part  of  those  in  the  other  divis- 
ions. I am  compelled  to  repeat  my  opinion  that  the  force  should  move 
eastward,  and  thus  shorten  the  Eolla  line  until  you  are  ready  for  it  to 
advance  into  Arkansas.  This  would  enable  me  to  replace  the  worn-out 
teams  by  good  ones,  and  send  the  former  to  Eolla  to  recruit.  I am  de- 
cidedly of  the  opinion  that  the  advance,  via  Forsyth,  must  be  made  at 
once,  if  at  all,  for  the  reason  stated  in  my  last  disi)atch  j'f  but  the  roads 
are  still  very  bad,  and  the  practicability  of  making  the  move  extremely 
doubtful,  i will  do  as  you  direct,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  but  I seri- 
ously apprehend  the  loss  of  my  entire  means  of  transi)ortation. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Not  found. 


t See  p.  lie. 
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General  Orders,  ) ITdqrs.  Ad.jt.  Gen.’s  Office,  State  of  Mo., 

No.  7.  j Saint  Louis ^ February  19,  1863. 

The  orders  heretofore  issued  for  the  enrollment  of  the  militia  of  this 
State  did  not  contemplate  the  enrolling  of  disloyal  persons  and  their 
organizations  into  companies  indiscriminately  with  loyal  citizens.  It 
was  specially  required  that  all  disloyal  men  should  be  enrolled  as  such, 
but  their  organization  into  companies  was  strictly  forbidden.  Some 
. enrolling  officers,  however,  allowed  disloyal  organizations  to  be  per- 
fected, either  through  neglect  or  disobedience  of  orders,  and  others  are 
still  in  progress  of  organization. 

For  the  purpose,  therefore,  of  separating  disloyalists  from  Union  men, 
and  in  order  that  proper  measures  of  precaution  may  be  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  arming  of  such  as  cannot  be  trusted,  it  is  hereby  ordered  that 
all  commandants  of  regiments  and  battalions  of  enrolled  militia  report 
to  the  adjutant-general  of  the  State,  immediately  on  receipt  of  this 
order,  such  companies  of  their  commands  of  which  all  or  any  consid- 
erable proportion  of  the  men  have  been  enrolled  as  disloyal,  or  are 
known  to  be  so. 

All  officers  are  strictly  enjoined  to  see  that  no  further  organizations 
of  this  kind  are  made,  and  will  report  to  their  immediate  commanders 
any  which  may  be  in  progress  of  organization. 

By  order  of  the  commander-in-chief: 

WM.  D.  WOOD, 

Acting  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

MilwauTcee,  February  20,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley, 

Commanding  District  of  Minnesota : 

General  ; Your  letter  of  the  16th  has  been  received,  and  I must  ex- 
press to  you  my  surprise  and  regret  at  its  contents.  You  have  under 
your  command  five  and  a half  regiments  of  infantry,  one  regiment 
nearly  full  of  cavalry,  and  as  much  artillery  as  is  needed  for  the  force. 
You  have  plenty  of  horses  to  mount  as  much  infantry  as  you  desire, 
independent  of  the  cavalry  regiment,  and  yet  you  ask  for  more  troops. 
So  far  as  I know,  there  never  yet  has  been  assembled  more  than  one- 
half  of  this  force  in  this  country  for  operations  against  Indian  tribes, 
and,  until  the  beginning  of  this  civil  war,  I know  no  general  who  has 
ever  commanded  the  amount  of  force  nowunder  your  immediate  orders. 
So  far  from  thinking  you  have  too  little  force,  my  impression  is,  and  has 
been,  that  there  are  more  troops  in  Minnesota  than  are  needed  there, 
and  I beg  you  will  make,  as  soon  as  practicable,  every  preparation  to 
move  against  the  Indians  in  the  spring.  The  large  garrisons  at  every 
frontier  village  will  be  wholly  unnecessary  after  you  commence  your 
campaign.  In  fact,  I only  left  them  where  they  are,  to  winter,  to  restore 
confidence  to  a population  panic-stricken  at  the  outrages  lately  com- 
mitted upon  the  frontier  settlements,  and  not  because  they  are  really 
necessary  to  protect  these  places  from  danger.  There  are  no  troops  in 
this  State  except  the  Thirty-first  Eegiment,  nowunder  orders  from  Wash- 
ington to  leave  for  the  South.  I shall  not  refer  your  letter  to  Wash- 
ington, where  I am  sure  it  will  occasion  as  much  surprise  as  it  did  me, 
until  I hear  from  you  again.  Just  consider,  general,  that  you  have 
under  your  command  quite  one-half  of  the  force  constituting  the  whole 
of  the  old  army  before  the  war,  and  which  was  scattered  over  our 
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wliole  country,  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific.  Two  thousand  men 
has  always  been  considered  a very  large  force,  as  it  has  been  a very 
unusual  amount  of  force  to  be  used  in  any  of  our  most  important  expe- 
ditions against  the  Indians ; and  surely  now,  when  the  country  is  in 
the  most  pressing  need  of  troops  at  Murfreesborough  and  Vicksburg, 
you  should  consider  carefully  before,  with  more  than  twice  that  number 
of  men  in  Minnesota  alone,  you  apply  for  additional  troops.  I am  sure 
you  know,  general,  that  1 am  very  desirous  of  supporting  you  in  every 
possible  way,  and  of  assuring  success  in  all  your  operations,  but  your 
application  for  more  troo^^s  has  so  surprised  me  that  I scarcely  know 
wljat  to  expect.  Be  good  enough  to  send  me,  at  once,  a return  of  all 
the  troops  in  your  district,  and,  if  you  continue  to  ask  for  re-enforce- 
ments, I must  refer  your  letter  to  Washington,  for  the  information  of 
the  Government.  A vigorous  campaign  must  be  opened  against  the 
Indians  as  soon  as  the  spring  opens,  both  from  Minnesota  and  from  the 
Missouri  Eiver.  The  routes  of  travel  can  only  be  made  secure  in  this 
way.  I shall  with  dhficulty  be  able  to  assemble  one-third  of  your 
force  on  the  Upper  Missouri  (certainly  I shall  not  be  able  to  assemble 
one-half),  and  that  force  is  considered  abundant  by  both  officers  and 
agents  in  that  section.  I have  little  idea  that  any  attack  will  be  di- 
rected toward  Minnesota  while  such  a force  as  you  have  is  in  that 
State.  On  the  contrary,  all  the  information  that  reaches  me  makes  it 
certain  to  my  mind  that  if  the  Indians  make  any  concerted  movement 
it  will  be  against  the  settlements  in  Dakota  and  along  the  Missouri 
Eiver.  Such  an  attack  is  confidently  expected  by  everybody  in  that 
region,  and  yet  no  one  living  there  has  placed  the  amount  of  force 
necessary  for  security,  and  to  crush  out  the  Indians,  at  more  than  2,500. 
I beg  you  to  reconsider  carefully  your  application  for  more  troops,  as  I 
shall  dislike  much  to  be  obliged  to  forward  it  to  Washington. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JKO.  POPE, 

' Major-  Generalj  Commanding. 


Headquartees  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  22, 1863. 

Hon.  Charles  H.  Howland, 

Mouse  of  Representatives,  Jefferson  City: 

Yours  (private)  of  the  19th  is  duly  received.  I know  there  are  many 
aspirants  for  this  command,  which  I neither  sought  nor  desired,  and 
some  in  the  State  who  do  not  like  my  orders  would  also  like  to  have  a 
change.  I always  keep  my  trunk  ready  packed,  knowing  that  a soldier 
must  be  toujour s pret.  Por  myself,  I am  not  the  least  anxious  to  remain. 
I have  administered  the  department  just  five  months.  If  success  affords 
proof  of  my  ability,  I have  no  reason  to  doubt  a fair  public  verdict,  and 
the  care,  labor,  and  conflict  of  commands  incident  to  the  position  are  ex- 
tremely oppressive  on  me.  But,  sir,  I fully  appreciate  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  a substitute  which  would  fill  the  position  with  more  fairness 
and  success  and  at  the  same  time  give  less  occasion  for  doubts  and  dis- 
satisfaction. I have  traversed  most  of  tliis  district  in  peace  and  in 
war;  I have  watched  the  varying  hopes,  fears,  and  purj)oses  of  rebel 
leaders;  I know  their  desire  to  take  advantage  of  every  social,  religious, 
or  political  sentiment,  and  I know  how  they  rejoice  at  differences  which 
they  seek  to  augment  amongst  us,  and  I am  doing  all  I can  to  keep  our 
Union  ranks  steadily  united  against  them.  A shift  of  commanders  is 
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oue  mode  of  operation,  and  a change  of  plans  is  another.  I hope  your 
body  will  settle  some  of  the  troublesome  questions  and  relieve  public 
anxiety  in  those  respects.  In  some  respects,  such  a change  as  you  sug- 
gest would  necessarily  involve  partisan  fears  and  hopes  that  would  be 
pernicious  and  prejudicial  to  the  harmony  of  our  friends,  but  on  other 
accounts  I would  approve  the  change.  It  is  not,  however,  likely  to 
transpire,  or  I am  v^ry  much  misinformed. 

We  had  quite  a parade  yesterday,  and  matters  move  quietly  forward. 
I hope  some  of  the  House  will  do  justice  to  our  troops,  if  the  attempt  is 
made  to  charge  them  Avith  controlling  the  elections.  In  one  sense  they 
did,  and  will.  A majority  of  the  voters  being  Enrolled  Militia,  they  cast 
the  most  votes ; but,  to  ray  knowledge,  the  election  in  Missouri  last  fall 
was  the  most  quiet  and  free  and  fair  ever  had  in  this  region,  and  I have 
rejoiced  to  see  the  propriety  of  our  troops  during  the  canvass  and  on  the 
day  of  election.  Because  all  the  voters  were  in  some  way  volunteers, 
it  is  easy  to  charge  every  riot  to  the  troops  j but  whoever  saw  as  few 
riots  on  election  day  as  we  saw  at  last  falfs  election  ? I have  seen  sights 
of  elections  in  Missouri,  long  before  this  war  brought  troops  here. 

Truly,  your  friend, 

SAME.  E.  OUETIS, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth^  February  23,  1863. 

Col.  William  A.  Phillips, 

Commanding  Indian  Brigade : 

Colonel  : Your  communication  of  February  6 to  General  Curtis, 
having  been  referred  to  me  for  consideration,  and  to  give  such  instruc- 
tions as  I might  deem  proper,  I would,  therefore,  suggest  that  the  force 
under  your  command  be  kept  in  as  good  condition  as  possible,  to  be 
prepared  for  active  service  as  soon  as  there  is  grass  sufficient  to  move  a 
large  body  of  troops.  You  will,  in  the  mean  time,  endeavor  to  destroy 
all  bands  of  guerrillas  in  W estern  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Territory. 
Send  scouts  to  penetrate  as  far  south  as  practicable,  to  ascertain  the 
feeling  and  disposition  of  the  people.  Endeavor  to  open  communication 
with  the  Indians  of  the  different  tribes  who  have  been  misled  into  the 
rebel  service,  and  encourage  them  to  abandon  their  hostility  to  the 
Government,  promising  them  pardon  and  protection  when  they  do  so. 

It  is  my  desire,  as  it  always  has  been,  to  get  the  unfortunate  refugees 
back  to  their  homes  at  the  earliest  period  practicable.  With  the  co- 
operation of  the  Interior  Department,  which,  I think,  I will  have,  I see 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  returned  in  the  spring,  at  least  that 
portion  whose  labor  can  be  made  available  for  raising  a spring  and  sum- 
mer crop. 

The  whole  Indian  country  must  be  occupied  next  summer.  The  Indian 
troops  will  be  used  principally  for  that  purpose,  and  it  may  be  necessary 
to  use  a portion  of  the  IJnion  soldiers,  if  practicable,  to  cultivate  the 
soil.  The  raising  of  a crop  in  the  Indian  country  the  coming  season  is 
of  great  importance,  not  only  to  sustain  the  refugees,  but  forage  must 
be  had  for  the  use  of  the  Government.  The  Superintendent  of  Indian 
Affairs  has  promised  me  that  seeds  of  all  kind  shall  be  furnished  early. 

You  can  assure  the  loyal  Indians  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my 
part  to  advance  their  interest.  I shall  leave  all  the  details  to  be  man- 
aged by  you,  knowing  that  they  will  be  left  in  good  hands. 

I am  waiting  for  the  return  of  Dr.  Gillpatrick,  whom  I sent  to  confer 
with  you  relative  to  the  organization  of  the  twm  new  regiments  author- 
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ized  l)y  t lie  War  Depai  triieu t.  The  officers  appointed  by  tbe  President  for 
these  regiments  have  all  reported  to  me,  accordingto  their  instructions, 
and  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  you  as  soon  as  I can  hear  from  below. 

I expect  to  leave  in  a few  days  for  Fort  Scott,  and  will  make  ample 
preparation  for  transportation  and  supplies  for  your  command. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  13.  ( Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  23,  1863. 

The  Army  of  Southeastern  Missouri  being  now  within  the  District  of 
Saint  Louis,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson  will  assume  command  of  the 
whole. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Carr  will  report  for  duty  to  General  Davidson. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Curtis: 

H.  Z.  CUETIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  14.  ) Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  24, 1863. 

I.  No  leaves  of  absence  or  orders  will  be  given  to  officers  to  come  to 
this  city,  or  leave  their  districts  proper,  without  permission  from  the 
commanding  general^  and,  without  such  permission,  commanders  of  dis- 
tricts and  armies  are  forbidden  to  absent  themselves  from  their  com- 
mands, except  in  those  cases  of  sickness  or  wounds  provided  for  in 
General  Orders,  No.  22,  series  of  1862,  and  of  officers  stationed  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Saint  Louis,  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  commander  thereof. 

II.  The  commanding  officer  District  of  Saint  Louis  will  cause  the 
above  order  to  be  complied  with  (so  far  as  officers  coming  to  this  city 
are  concerned),  arresting  and  returning  summarily  to  their  commanding 
officers,  under  charges,  any  and  all  officers  who  disregard  the  provisions 
of  the  order.  He  will  also  advise  commanders  of  other  military  depart- 
ments, weekly,  of  all  officers  belonging  to  their  commands  visiting  this 
city,  giving  dates  of  arrival  and  departure,  and  their  authority  for  being 
absent,  and,  at  the  request  of  such  commanders,  will  cause  the  arrest 
and  return,  as  above  specihed,  of  such  as  do  not  conform  to  their  regula- 
tions and  orders.  Unauthorized  persons  found  in  the  uniform  of  officers 
will  be  arrested  and  tried  as  spies,  or  for  violation  of  military  law. 

III.  Provost-marshals  (and  other  officers)  will  arrest  as  deserters  or 
si)ies  all  men  wearing  the  uniform  of  soldiers  at  their  posts  or  stations, 
or  in  their  districts,  without  proper  passes,  orders,  or  discharges.  If 
their  regiments  or  corps  can  be  ascertained,  they  will  be  sent  to  the 
same,  or  to  the  next  military  post  en  route,  and  turned  over  to  the  com- 
mander, as  is  done  in  forwarding  recruits  j but  deserters  will  be  kept 
under  guard  or  in  irons,  until  delivered  over  to  their  proper  command. 

Company  commanders  will  cause  the  names  of  deserters  to  be  pub- 
lished in  the  States  where  they  are  from,  so  that  their  friends  and  the 
proper  authorities  may  induce  their  early  return  to  duty^ 

It  is  enjoined  on  all  officers  on  recruiting  or  other  duty,  and  on  leave 
of  absence,  and  all  provost-marshals  and  detectives,  to  arrest  and  re- 
turn deserters  to  their  command  j United  States  marshals,  sheriffs,  and 
constables  are  requested  to  do  so  likewise,  and  quartermasters  within 
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this  department  will  pay  promptly  to  such  as  deliver  deserters  the  sum 
of  |5  for  each  deserter,  together  with  the  cost  of  trapsportation  (includ- 
ing the  guard,  if  there  be  one)  to  and  from  the  place  of  arrest. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Gnrtis: 

H.  Z.  CUETIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  E'orthwest, 

Milwaukee,  February  25,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley,  Commanding  District  of  Miniiesota : 

General  : Your  letter  of  the  19th,  to  Major  Selfridge,  has  been  re- 
ceived. All  stores,  &c.,  will  be  sent  you  as  soon  as  the  river  opens. 
The  information  concerning  Little  Crow  and  the  intentions  of  the  Sioux 
Indians  is  very  conflicting,  as  it  reaches  me  from  different  quarters. 
From  Fort  Band  all  I learn  positively  that  Little  Crow  is  encamped  on 
the  Missouri  Eiver,  150  miles  above  Fort  Pierre,  and  that  the  attack  of 
the  Sioux  tribes  (if  any  attack  be  made)  will  be  upon  the  settlements 
along  the  Missouri.  About  2,500  men,  most  of  them  mounted,  will  be 
assembled  at  Fort  Eandall  as  soon  as  the  Missouri  can  be  navigated, 
for  operations  up  the  river,  in  conjunction  with  your  operations  in  Min- 
nesota. If,  as  you  apprehend,  there  is  likely  to  be  a formidable  move- 
ment against  Abercrombie,  it  seems  to  me  that  in  your  movement  to- 
ward DeviPs  Lake  you  had  best  send  a large  detachment  by  way  of  the 
post,  instead  of  Big  Sioux  or  James  Eiver,  to  unite  with  you  near  DeviPs 
Lake.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  keep  any  large  garrison  at  Aber- 
crombie after  you  commence  your  movement,  nor  do  I think  it  at  all 
necessary  or  desirable  that  you  should  keep  up  the  small  posts  you  have 
established  for  the  winter  along  the  frontier.  DonT  put  yourself  on  the 
defensive,  but  on  the  offensive.  With  the  force  you  have,  it  seems  clear 
to  me  that  you  can  organize  two  columns,  each  of  sufficient  strength  to 
deal  with  the  whole  body  of  Indians.  One  of  these  columns  you  can 
send,  if  you  think  best,  by  way  of  Abercrombie  and  the  valley  of  the 
Eed  Eiver,  but  in  order  to  do  this  you  must  abandon  the  idea  of  main- 
taining all  these  small  posts  through  the  country.  Five  or  six  hundred 
men  will  be  enough  to  leave  at  Fort  Eipley  to  keep  the  Ohippewas  quiet. 
All  the  other  (or  most  of  the  other)  posts  I would  break  up,  and  take 
the  troops  with  you  as  you  pass  beyond  them  in  your  march  north. 
Make  your  preparations  complete.  I will  do  all  I can  to  forward  your 
plans.  There  are  no  troops  in  this  State  except  those  now  under  orders 
for  the  South,  where  they  are  greatly  needed,  and  I cannot  bring  myself 
to  believe  that  you  lack  troops  in  Minnesota.  I have  written  fully  to  the 
Department  concerning  the  Indian  prisoners,*  both  the  condemned  and 
those  at  Snelling.  I will  have  you  relieved  of  them  before  you  move. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

JKO.  POPE, 

. Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  26,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief : 

General  : I am  in  receipt  of  two  letters  of  recent  date  from  you  on 
the  subject  of  economy  of  forces : one  relating  to  Missouri,  dated  the 
17th  instant,!  and  the  other  relating  to  Colorado,  dated  the  19th  instant.J 


See  p.  117. 


t See  p.  113. 


t See  p.  118. 
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In  regard  to  Missouri,  you  liad  asked  me  to  seud  forward  some  10, OOP 
more  troops  to  General  Grant  at  Vicksburg,  on  your  impression  that 
tbe  Arkansas  rebel  troops  had  all  crossed  to  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hud- 
son. I informed  you  I was  withdrawing  the  forces  from  Houston  and 
Batesville,  Ark.,  to  comply,  but  doubted  the  fact  of  Arkansas  forces 
having  crossed  the  river,  and  the  expediency  of  weakening  Missouri 
and  Northern  Arkansas  until  we  have  boats  to  tnke  and  hold  the  Ar- 
kansas Eiver  as  a line  of  defense.  Your  reply  of  the  17th  does  not 
advise  me  further  as  to  your  knowledge  of  the  departure  of  troops  from 
Arkansas,  but  seems  to  argue  the  propriety  of  sending  on  the  troops, 
and  intimates  that  there  is  more  than  necessary  in  Missouri,  as  we  have 
no  enemy  in  or  near  the  State. 

You  must  admit,  general,  that  when  Hindman  moved  from  Van  Buren 
and  attempted  his  move  north,  we  had  none  too  many  troops  there,  and 
Avhen  Marmaduke  moved  on  Springfield  we  had  none  to  spare,  and  must 
justify  his  pursuit  to  Batesville  by  General  Davidson’s  forces.  We  have 
driven  most  of  the  rebels  beyond  the  Arkansas,  and  to  keep  him  below 
that  river  we  should  have  light-draught  gunboats  to  move,  as  you 
very  properly  suggest,  from  the  Mississippi  base.  In  this  I have  al- 
ways concurred,  and  always  will;  but,  as  I wrote  you  when  I first 
arrived  at  Helena,  Ave  must  have  light-draught,  well-protected  steam- 
boats to  operate  with ; and  I now  add  we  should  not  have  to  depend 
on  the  Navy  for  such  necessary  incidents  to  army  movements.  But,  in 
comidiance  with  your  suggestions,  I am  ready  to  forward  the  force 
from  the  river  and  railroad  near  Pilot  Knob,  where  they  are  ready  to 
embark  as  fast  as  new  necessary  equipments  and  transportation  can 
be  procured.  The  march  has  been  prosecuted  through  mud  and  contin- 
uous rains  as  fast  as  I could  bring  them  forward.  In  view  of  my  with- 
drawal of  this  force  from  the  Arkansas  line,  I bring  other  force  nearer 
a central  position — Springfield — and  hope  the  expedition  up  the  Ar- 
kansas may  be  made  soon,  so  as  to  allow  that  river  to  be  made  a line  of 
defense  for  Northern  Arkansas  and  Missouri. 

In  regard  to  the  troops  in  Colorado,  referred  to  in  your  letter  of  the 
19th,  I had,  on  the  10th  instant,  ordered  the  Second  and  Third  Kegi- 
ments  forward,  being  the  earliest  moment  I thought  it  safe  to  risk  a 
march  across  the  ifiains.  I leave  the  First  in  preference,  because  the 
colonel  (Ohivington)  is  the  best  man  to  command  the  district. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


In  the  Field, 

Kansas  City,  February  26,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Commanding,  (&c.,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 

General  : After  four  days  of  the  hardest  travel  I ever  experienced, 
I arrived  here  on  yesterday.  I have  seen  Colonel  Penick.  He  is  very 
decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  Fifth  Eegiment  is  broken  up  (which 
has  now  become  a necessity),  and  the  fragments  forced  into  other  com- 
mands, they  will  render  no  efficient  service,  and  I must  confess  that  I 
concur  with  him  in  opinion.  The  movement,  in  my  opinion,  is  a most 
unfortunate  one,  as  are  all  such.  Similar  attempts  have  frequently  been 
made  to  consolidate  fragments  of  regiments,  and  in  every  instance  such 
attempts,  so  far  as  I am  advised,  have  proven  most  disastrous.  It 
would  be  much  better  in  every  way  to  muster  these  men  out  of  the  service 
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at  once,  and  authorize  the  regiments  which  are  to  he  retained  to  recruit 
up  to  the  required  standard.  It  can  be  done  at  less  expense  and  with 
less  trouble  than  it  will  take  to  force  these  men  into  an  unwilling  serv- 
ice. This  much  for  suggestion. 

Upon  the  theory  that  the  regiment  is  broken  up,  which  is  accepted 
as  an  existing  fact,  the  following  statement  is  made  : 

Companies  A,  B,  and  0 are  broken  up,  and  the  men  are  to  be  distrib- 
uted among  the  companies  of  the  First  Eegiment.  Companies  D and 
E are  to  be  added  as  companies  to  the  First  Eegiment.  Company  E is 
at  my  headquarters  in  Jefferson  City,  and  must  remain  there  for  the 
present.  Company  D is  the  only  organized  company  that  will  be  left 
in  Jackson  County.  This  is  insufficient.  At  least  three  companies  of  the 
First,  or  sonie  other  regiment,  must  be  sent  here  before  the  companies 
can  be  safely  broken  up  or  ordered  away.  In  my  opinion,  it  would  be 
very  desirable  that  Colonel  McFerran,  if  retained  (see  letter  of  even 
date  on  the  subject*),  should  be  assigned  to  duty  in  this  county.  I find 
the  county  in  a most  unfortunate  condition.  The  Union  element  here 
is  divided,  and  is  assaulted  continually  by  the  bushwhackers  from  within 
and  by  the  Eed  Leggins’^  from  Kansas ; and,  strange  as  it  may  appear, 
these  extremes  meet  and  fraternize  in  the  common  object  of  despoiling 
honest  men  of  their  property,  and  in  disturbing  the  public  peace.  . The 
citizens  here  require  as  much  protection  from  the  “Eed  Legs’^  of  Kansas 
as  they  do  from  the  bushwhackers  of  Missouri.  Colonel  McFerran,  I 
am  satisfied,  will  use  every  exertion  of  which  his  nature  is  capable  to 
properly  punish  the  “Eed  Legs,”  whilst  the  remains  of  the  Fifth  Eegiment 
will  delight  in  continuing  the  destruction  of  the  bushwhackers.  In- 
deed, I think,  in  consideration  of  the  changes  proposed,  that  a radical 
change  in  stationing  of  troops  in  this  district  would  be  most  desirable. 
Without  at  present  going  into  detail  as  to  all  the  changes  that  should 
be  made,  I think  it  would  be  best  to  assign  to  the  First  Eegiment  the 
duty  of  guarding  the  border  on  the  Kansas  line,  with  its  headquarters 
in  this  county.  Colonel  Hall  should  make  the  headquarters  of  his  regi- 
ment at  Sedalia,  and  Colonel  Catherwood’s  headquarters  might  be  made 
at  Liberty  or  Eichmond,  with  a battalion  of  the  Sixth  Eegiment,  when 
filled,  retained  at  Lexington.  In  the  mean  time,  with  your  approval,  I 
will  order  Colonel  McFerran,  with  three  of  the  companies  of  his  regi- 
ment, now  at  Lexington,  to  Independence,  with  instructions  on  arriving 
there  to  relieve  Colonel  Penick  and  assume  command.  In  the  present 
condition  of  affairs  at  Lexington,  the  three  companies  that  will  remain 
will  be  sufficient  to  protect  that  post  for  the  present. 

You  will  please  send  instructions  to  my  headquarters  in  Jefferson 
should  you  disapprove  the  change  as  above  proposed,  as  my  adjutant, 
in  pursuance  of  instructions,  will  issue  the  necessary  orders  to  effect  the 
change  unless  you  direct  a different  course. 

I would  respectfully  suggest  that  as  soon  as  the  roads  become  prac- 
ticable you  will  order  the  section  of  [H.  B.]  Johnson’s  battery  at  Palmyra 
and  the  section  of  Wachsman’s  battery  at  Eolla  to  Sedalia,  where  I will 
order  the  remaining  sections  of  the  two  batteries,  for  the  purpose  of 
consolidation  and  re-equipment.  As  to  Company  I,  of  the  Fifth  Eegi- 
meut,  broken  up  and  ordered  to  be  distributed  among  the  companies  of 
the  Ninth  Eegiment,  I would  respectfully  ask  that  you  make  such 
orders  as  will  best  accomplish  the  purpose  intended. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

BEN.  LOAN, 

Brigadier- General^  Missouri  State  Militia. 


Not  fonnd. 
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Hdqes.  8th  and  9th  Dists.,  Dept,  of  the  AIissouei, 

' In  the  Fields  Camp  Blunt,  February  26,  1866. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

Sir:  Owing  to  the  depth  of  mud,  and  the  fact  that  Colonel  Harrison 
was  only  able  to  furnish  100  men,  in  addition  to  those  400  from  my  com- 
mand, the  expedition  I sent  under  Major  Wright  to  Clarksville  re- 
turned without  having  accomplished  its  object.  I regretted  it,  and  am 
making  arrangements  which  I think  will  enable  me  as  soon  as  the  stock 
is  rested  to  take  a command  in  person,  so  as  to  accomplish  the  same  and 
other  still  more  important  objects. 

The  rebels  have  had  recruiting  officers  and  parties  here  after  deserters. 
They  have  suffered  pretty  severely  from  us  of  late.  Besides  a number  of 
them  being  killed,  I have  some  30  of  them  in  the  guard-house.  I will 
not  libei  ate  them  here,  but  send  them  to  Springfield  or  Fort  Scott,  as 
they  would  undoubtedly  go  to  work  again  even  if  paroled.  Lieutenant 
Phillips  was  shot  through  the  arm  and  thigh  j both  flesh  wounds,  but 
severe.  It  was  done  in  a personal  encounter  between  Lieutenant  Phillijis, 
U.  S.  Army,  and  Lieutenant  Maizo,  of  the  rebel  army,  a few  miles  south 
of  Pea  Kidge.  Maizo  was  killed.  I find  that  numbers  of  rebel  sol- 
diers are  drifting  up  this  way  from  toward  Little  Eock,  as  guerrillas.  I 
shall  try  and  get  my  Indians  to  clean  them  out  in  the  next  day  or  two,  be- 
fore I go  forward.  I have  a number  of  parties.  These  I must  move  for- 
ward on  the  river  in  the  next  two  weeks,  or  before  the  rebels  can  drive 
the  stock  from  the  Canadian.  I have  heard  nothing  about  the  addi- 
tional wagons  for  commissary  transportation.  I should  have  desired  to 
know  about  it,  so  as  to  accommodate  matters  to  it.  I certainly  think  that 
the  interests  of  the  service  and  the  Government  could  be  furthered  in 
no  cheaper  or  better  way  than  in  clothing  and  feeding  the  Choctaws 
and  Creeks,  who  can  be  relied  on  and  desire  to  turn  over.  I receive  no 
instructions  from  you,  and  for  the  general  orders — the  result  of  recent 
^ courts-martial — all  cases  affecting  commissioned  officers  I have  for- 
warded to  you,  as  you  might  desire  to  revise  them,  and  as  they  throw 
some  light  on  the  Indian  command.  I desire  to  have  the  general  order 
printed  as  it  comes  from  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Ar^y  of  the  Frontier, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  February  27,  1863. 

Col.  W.  F.  Geioer, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Finley  Creelc : 

Colonel  : It  is  reported  that  Marmaduke  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Salem, 
Ark.,  with  a considerable  force  of  cavalry,  perhaps  intending  to  make 
a raid  upon  Eolla,  or  upon  our  trains  along  the  Eolla  and  Springfield 
road.  You  will  please  move  your  division  eastward  to  some  point  on 
the  headwaters  of  the  Gasconade,  Big  Piney,  or  Big  North  Fork  of 
White  Eiver,  where  forage  can  be  obtained,  and  from  which  you  can 
watch  the  enemy^s  movements.  Send  scouts  and  spies  to  Marmaduke/s 
camp  frecjuently,  and  endeavor  to  keep  yourself  thoroughly  informed  of 
his  movements."  You  will  act,  according  to  circumstances,  to  meet  any 
movement  he  may  make,  keej>ing  me  advised  of  everything.  You  may 
delay  your  movement  until  the  1st  of  March,  with  a view  to  the  muster- 
ing of  your  command  ffo-inorrow,  and  to  allow  the  commissary  train,  now 
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ou  tbc  way,  to  reach  you,  unless  you  have  information  which  indicates 
the  necessity  of  immediate  movement.  The  train  now  on  the  way  to 
join  you  will  not  be  returned  to  this  post,  but  will  remain  with  your 
division  until  further  orders.  Please  have  the  animals  as  well  cared  for 
as  possible. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Milwaukee,  Wis.,  February  27,  1863 — 12  m. 
Major-General  Halleck,  General-in-Chief : 

Will  you  please  answer  my  letter  in  relation  to  disposing  of  condemned 
and  other  prisoners  in  Minnesota?  Unless  disposed  of  by  sending  out 
of  State,  large  force  will  be  required  to  guard  and  protect  them  from 
the  citizens,  and  that  force  is  absolutely  needed  for  spring  campaign. 
General  Sibley  writes  me  urgently  on  the  subject,  and  no  time  should 
be  lost,  as  military  operations  will  be  delayed. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-General. 

War  Department, 
Washington^  February  28,  1863. 
Major-General  Pope,  MihcauJcee,  TYis.: 

Your  letter  in  regard  to  Indian  prisoners  has  been  submitted  for  the 
action  of  the  Cabinet.  No  answer  has  yet  been  returned.  I cannot  yet  • 
answer  in  regard  to  the  Nebraska  cavalrv. 

^ H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  B.  Curtis  com- 
manding, for  the  month  of  February,  1863 ; headquarters  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


Present  for 
duty. 


Command. 


00 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


Department  staff 

Saint  Louis  District,  Brig.  Gen.  Eugene  A.  Carr 
[Brigadier-General  Davidson] . 

Eolla  District,  Col.  John  M.  Glover 

Southwestern  District  of  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen. 

Egbert  B.  Brown  [Colonel  Cloud]. 

Army  of  Southwestern  Missouri  [Army  of  the 
Krontier],  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield. 
Central  District  of  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen.  Ben. 
Loan. 

Northeastern  District  of  Missouri,  Brig.  G en. 
Thomas  J.  McKean. 

District  ot  Kansas,  Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt.. 
District  of  Colorado,  Col.  John  M,  Chivingtou.. 

Alton,  111.,  Col.  Jesse  Hildebrand 

Army  of  Southeastern  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen. 
John  W.  Davidson. 

District  of  Northwestern  Arkansas,  Col.  Will- 
iam A.  Phillips. 

District  of  Nebraska,  Brig.  Gen.  James  Craig.. 


Total 


15 

427 

156 

150 

372 

80 

26 

85 

63 

27 

346 

90 

26 


1,863 


7,589 


941 

245 

474 

523 

635 

449 

198 

313 

439 

480 

296 


15 
10, 999 

4,  642 
3, 267 

10,  507 

2, 181 

953 

2,  207 
1,  719 

523 
8,  656 

3,  250 
634 


16 

399 

393 

301 

903 

760 

020 

.546 

050* 

568 

551 

949 

705 


16 
13, 440 

5,  294 
4,301 

15,  379 

3,  082 

1, 027 

2,  546 
2, 058 
1, 154 
12, 551 

5, 109 

705 


35,  582 


49,  553 


66,161 


66,  662 


11 


16 


70 
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Organization  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri^  commanded  hy 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  B.  Curtis,  February  28,  1863. 

DISTRICT  OF  SAINT  LOUIS,  MO. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Davidson. 


FIRST  DIVISION.* 

Brig.  Gen.  William  P.  Benton. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Charles  L.  Harris. 

33d  Illinois,  Col.  Charles  E.  Lippincott, 
99tli  Illinois,  Col.  George  W.  K.  Bailey. 
11th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Charles  L.  Harris. 


^ Second  Brigade. 

Col.  David  Shunk.I 

8th  Indiana,  Col.  David  Shunk.  ■ ’ 
18th  Indiana,  Col.  Henry  D.  Washburn. 
1st  Indiana  Battery,  Capt. ' Martin 
Klauss. 


Cavalry. 

4th  Missouri,  Company  I,  Capt.  William  S.  Burns. 
SECOND  DIVISION. t 

Col.  Chester  Harding,  Jr. 

21st  Iowa,  Col.  Samuel  Merrill. 

22d  Iowa,  Col.  William  M.  Stone. 

23d  Iowa,  Col.  William  H.  Kinsman. 

24th  Missouri,  Col.  Sempronius  H.  Boyd. 

25th  Missouri,  Col.  Chester  Harding,  jr. 

13th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  Theobald  Hartmann. 

1st  Nebraska  Infantry,  Col.  Robert  R.  Livingston. 

1st  Missouri  Artillery,  Battery  B,  Capt.  Martin  Welliey. 
2d  Missouri  Artillery,  Battery  M,  Capt.  Gustave  Stange. 

CAVALRY  brigade.  $ 

Col.  George  E.  Waring,  Jr. 

3d  Iowa  (six  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  C.  Caldwell. 
3d  Missouri  (six  companies),  Capt.  John  H.  Reed. 

4th  Missouri,  Maj.  Gustavus  M.  Elbert. 

1st  Wisconsin,  Maj.  William  H.  Torrey. 

GARRISONS. 


Benton  BarracJcs,  Mo. 


Benton  Barraclcs,  ifo.— Continued. 


Col.  Benjamin  L.  E.  Bonneville. 

8th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col. John  C.  Ferguson. 
12th  Iowa,  Col.  Joseph  J.  Woods. 

14th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  W.  Lucas. 
34th  Iowa,  Col.  George  W.  Clark. 

23d  Missouri,  Company  K,  Capt.  Richard 
H.  Brown. 

3d  Illinois  Cavalry  (detachment),  Capt. 
JohnL.  Campbell. 

11th  Missouri  Cavalry,  Company  A,  Lieut. 
Peter  F.  Clark. 


2d  Missouri  Artillery  (detachment),  Capt. 
George  Riemann. 

Mississippi  Marine  Brigade  (detachment), 
Lieut.  Col.  George  E.  Currie. 
Exchanged  men,  Lieut.  Stephen  Water- 
bury. 

Newby’s  detachment,  Lieut.  Aaron  J. 
Newby. 

Paroled  men,  1st  Battalion,  Col.  J.  Fry. 
Paroled  men,  2d  Battalion,  Col.  C.  H.  Fox. 
Paroled  men,  3d  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col 
Harry  S.  Smith. 


*Army  of  Southeastern  Missouri,  at  Middlebrook. 

t So  reported  in  district  and  division  returns,  but  district  roster  reports  Brig.  Gen. 
E.  A.  Carr  in  command  and  en  route  to  Saint  Genevieve.  Department  return  reports 
Carr  as  commanding  the  District  of  Saint  Louis,  and  Davidson  as  commanding  the 
Army  of  Southwestern  Missouri. 

t Army  of  Southeastern  Missouri,  in  Bellcoinc  Valley.  Brigades  not  indicated  in 
return. 

$ At  Camp  Curtis,  near  Iron  Mountain. 


CJflAP.  XXXIV.] 


129 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION. 
Garrisons— Continued. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. 

Maj.  Gustavus  A.  EberiiArt. 

32d  Iowa,  Companies  A,  D,  F,  and  G,  Maj. 

Gustavus  A.  Eberliart. 

2d  Missouri  Artillery,  Battery  D,  Capt. 
Charles  P.  Meisuer. 


, Patton,  Mo. 

12th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany C,  Lieut.  Henry  Renner. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

Col.  Henry  Almstedt. 

37th  Iowa,  Col.  George  W.  Kincaid. 

23d  Missouri,  Company  I,  Capt.  Marion 
Cave. 

2d  Missouri  Artillery  (eight  companies), 
Maj.  Theodore  Wilkins. 


Pilot  Knot),  Mo. 

Col.  .John  B.  Gray. 

1st  Mi.ssouri  State  Militia,  Lieut.  Col. 
John  F.  Tyler. 

3d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (nine 
companies),  Lieut.  Col.  F.  Morsey. 
13th  Illinois  Cavalry  (four  companies), 
Mai.  Charles  A.  Bell. 

Jackson,  Mo. 

12th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalrj", 
. (eight  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Bazel 
I\  Lazear. 

Pacific  City,  Mo. 

23d  Missouri  (nine  companies).  Col.  Will- 
iam P.  Robinson. 

Bloomfield,  Mo. 

2d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Col. 
John  McNeil. 

New  Madrid,  Mo. 

38th  Iowa,  Col.  D.  Henry  Hughes. 


DISTRICT  OF  ROLLA. 


Col.  John  M.  Glover. 


Bolla,  Mo. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  F.  Williams. 

1st  Missouri  Cavalry,  Companies  H and 
I,  Maj.  James  M.  Hubbard. 

3d  Missouri  Cavalry  (five  companies), 
Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Carrick. 

9th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (seven 
companies), *Maj. Daniel  M.Draper. 
27th  Missouri,  Company  H,t  Lieut.  John 
Keis. 


Salem,  Mo. 

9th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany G,  Lieut.  James  McKinsey. 

Waynesville,  Mo. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (eight 
companies).  Col.  Albert  Sigel. 


DISTRICT  OF  SOUTHWESTERN  MISSOURI. 


Col.  WiLLIA 

' Springfield,  Mo.  * 

Col.  Thomas  M.  Bowen- 

Cloud’s  brigade  (nineteen  companies). t 
18th  Iowa,  Col.  John  Edwards. 

7th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (four 
companies),  Maj.  Henry  Suess. 

3d  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  James  M. 
Cockefair. 

1st  Kansas  Battery,  Capt.  Norman  Allen. 
Greenfield,  Mo. 

7th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (eight 
companies).  Col.  John  F.  Philips. 

’’One  company  temporarily  at  Houston, 
t Remainder  of  regiy:ient  ordered  to  Sail 
t Viz;  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  eight  coi 
Second  Indiana  Battery. 

9 R R — VOL  XXII,  PT  II 


[ F.  Cloud. 

Linden,  Mo. 

14th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (four 
companies),  Maj.  John  C.  Wilber. 

Lebanon,  Mo. 

8tli  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (six 
companies),  Maj.  John  E.  Collins. 

Newtonia,  Mo. 

8th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (four 
compauies),  Maj.  Edward  B.  Eno. 

Mo.,  “ vacating  post.” 

t Louis. 

)il)anies.  Thirteenth  Kansas  Infantry,  and 
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ARMY  OF  TflE  FRONTIER. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield. 

GENERAL  HEADQUARTERS. 

Ist  Missouri  Cavalry  (three  companies),  Capt.  Albert  P.  Peabody. 
Schofield  Hussars,  Capt.  C.  G.  E.  N.  Westerberg. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Col.  William  Weer. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  William  R.  Judson. 


Second  Brigade.* 


11th  Kansas,  Col.  Thomas  Ewing,  jr. 

9th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Charles  E.  Salomon. 
6th  Kansas  Cavalry  (four  companies), 
Lieut.  Col.  William  T.  Campbell. 
3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry  (six  companies), 
Col.  William  A.  Barstow. 

25th  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  Julius  L.  Hadley. 


10th  Kansas. 

13th  Kansas.! 

2d  Kansas  Cavalry. t 
2d  Kansas  Battery.! 


SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  Totten. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  John  G.  Clark. 

26th  Indiana,  Capt.  Harvey  Johnson. 
10th  Illinois  Cavalry  (eight  companies), 
Lieut.  Col.  James  Stuart. 

7th  Missouri  Cavalry  (eight  companies), 
Maj.  Milton  H.  Brawner. 

Peoria  (Illinois)  Light  Battery  (one  sec- 
tion), Lieut.  Herman  Borris. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  William  McE.  Dye. 

37th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry N.  Frisbie. 
20th  Iowa,  Maj.  William  G.  Thompson. 
()th  Missouri  Cavalry  (four  companies), 
Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery. 

Ist  Missouri  Artillery,  Battery  F,  Capt. 
James  Marr. 


Cavalry. 

1st  Missouri,  Company  C,  Capt.  Miles  Kehoe. 


THIRD  ( Herron’s)  division. 


Col.  Washington  F.  Geiger. 


First  Brigade. 


Second  Brigade. 


Col.  Henry  Bertram. 


Lieut.  Col.  J.  McNulta. 


20tli  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  A. 
Starr. 

Ist  Iowa  Cavalry,  Maj.  Daniel  Anderson. 
2d  Wisconsin  Cavalrv  (four  companies), 
Maj.  William  IL  Miller. 

Ist  Missouri  Artillery,  Battery  L,  Capt. 
Frank  Backof. 


94th  Illinois,  Maj.  Rankin  G.  Laughlin. 
19th  Iowa,$  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  Kent. 

1st  Missouri  Cavalry  (four  companies), 
Capt.  Amos  S.  Burrows. 

8th  Missouri  Cavalry,  Maj.  John  W. 
Lisenby. 

1st  Missouri  Artillery,  II  Battery  E,  Lieut. 
Cyrus  L.  Edwards. 


According  to  department  return.  Not  reported  either  in  division  or  a rmy  returns. 
tThe  Thirteentli  Kansas  and  eight  companies  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  reported  in 
Cloud’s  brigade,  at  Springfield,  Mo. 

X One  section  reported  at  Fort  Scott. 

^ On  detached  service  at  Forsyth,  Mo. 

11  On  detached  service  at  Springfield,  Mo. 
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DISTRICT  OF  NORTHWESTERN  ARKANSAS. 

Col.  William  A.  Phillips. 

1st  Indian,  Lieut.  Col.  Steplien  H.  Wattles. 

2d  Indian,  Maj.  Moses  B.  C.  Wright. 

3d  Indian,  Lieut.  Col.  Lewis  Downing. 

Ist  Arkansas  Cavalry,  Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison. 

Oth  Kansas  Cavalry  (four  companies),  Capt.  John  W.  Orahood. 
3d  Kansas  Battery,  Capt.  Henry  Hopkins. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLORADO. 


Col.  John  M.  Chivington. 


Fort  Lyon,  Colo. 

Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  H.  Dodd. 

2d  Colorado  Cavalry  (six  companies), 
Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  H.  Dodd. 

1st  Colorado  Battery,  Capt.  William  D. 
McLain. 

9th  Wisconsin  Battery,  Capt.  Cyrus  H. 
Johnson. 

Fort  Garland,  N.  Mex. 

1st  New  Mexico  Cavalry,  Company  D, 
Capt.  Ethan  W,  Eaton. 


Cam.])  Weld,  Colo. 

Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  F.  Tapp  an, 

Ist  Colorado  Cavalry  (nine  companies), 
Maj.  Edward  W.  Wynkoop. 

3d  Colorado  Cavalry  (six  companies), 
Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  S.  Curtis. 

Camp  Collins,  Colo. 

let  Colorado  Cavalry  (Companies  L and 
M),  Capt.  Joseph  S.  Maynard. 


DISTRICT  OF  NEBRASKA. 


Brig.  Gen.  James  Craig. 


Fort  Kearny,  Nehr. 

Col.  Edmund  B.  Alexander. 

10th  United  States,  headquarters,  and 
Companies  D and  K,  Col.  Edmund 

B.  Alexander. 

2d  Nebraska  Cavalry,  Companies  B and 

C,  Capt.  Roger  T.  Beall. 

Fort  RallecTc,  Idaho. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt. 
Asaph  Allen. 


Fort  Laramie,  Wyo. 

Capt.  John  A.  Thompson. 

Cth  Ohio  Cavalry,  Companies  A and  C, 
• Capt.  Francis  M.  Shipley. 

4th  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Companies  F and  H, 
Capt.  George  G.  Huntt. 

On  Telegraph  Line. 

Cth  Ohio  Cavalry,  Companies  B and  D, 
Lieut.  Col.  William  O.  Collins. 


DISTRICT  OF  NORTHEASTERN  MISSOURI. 


Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  McKean. 


Palmyra,  Mo. 


Warrenton,  Mo. 


Section  of  artillery,  Missouri  State  Militia,*  2d  Missouri  Cavalry  (eleven  companies),! 
Lieut.  Alexander  McLaren.  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  B.  Hunt. 


* Detachment  of  Johnson’s  cavalry  company, 
t Two  of  them  “ on  the  march  near  Hannibal. 
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Brig.  Gen. 

Jefferson  CUy,  Mo. 

Lient.  Col.  H.  L.  Bruns. 

4th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany I,  Capt.  Daniel  Rice. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany E,  Capt.  George  D.  Wakerlin. 

Light  Artillery,  Missouri  State  Militia, 
Capt.  Albert  Wachsman. 

^Sedalia,  Mo. 

Ist  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (four 
companies),  Lient.  Col.  Alexander 
M.  Wooifolk. 

Lexington,  Mo. 

1st  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (six 
companies).  Col.  James  McFerran. 

Inde2)endence,  Mo. 

Col.  'William  R.  Penick. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (four 
companies). 

Light  Artillery,  Missouri  State  Militia. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (one 
company),  Maj. 'William  Drumhiller. 


3en.  Loan. 

HarrisonviUc,  Mo. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (three 
companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Philip  A. 
Thompson. 

Warrenshurg,  Mo. 

6th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (eight 
companies).  Col.  Edwin  C.  Cather- 
wood. 

Pleasant  Hill,  Mo. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany H,  Capt.  John  Pinger. 

Batter,  Mo. 

2d  Battalion  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry (one  company),  Capt.  Frank- 
lin E,  Mix. 

En  Route. 

2d  Batt.alion  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry (one  company),  Capt.  Reuben 
Smith. 

Gasconade  Bridge,  Mo.* 

23d  Missouri,  Company  A,  Lieut.  Ephraim 
L.  Webb. 


DISTRICT  OF  KANSAS. 
Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  Fans. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  T.  Burris. 

12th  Kansas  Infantry  (Comy).anies  II  and 
K),  Capt.  James  W.  Parmetar. 

3d  Wisconsin  Ca  valry  (Companies  B and 
H),  Capt.  Nathan  L.  Stout. 

1st  U.  S.  Infantry,  Company  E,  Capt. 
Robert  II.  Ohley. 

Fort  Scott,  Fans. 

Maj.  Benjamin  S.  Henning. 

12th  Kansas  (three  companies),  Caj)!. 
.James  M.  Steele. 

3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Companies  C,  G, 
I,  and  M,  Maj.  Benjamin  S.  Hen- 
ning. 

2d  Kansas  Battery  (center  section), 
Lieut.  Andrew  G.  Clark. 

Fort  Lamed,  Fans. 

Lieut.  William  West. 

2d  U.  S.  Infantry,  Company  H,  Lieut. 
William  West. 

Dth  Wisconsin  Battery  (section),  Lieut. 
Watson  D.  Crocker. 


Fort  Riley,  Fans. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Companies  C and  I, 
Capt.  John'E.  Stewart. 

Paola,Fans. 

12th  Kansas  (six  companies),  Maj.  Thomas 
H.  Kennedy. 

Wyandotte,  Fans. 

12th  Kansas,  Company  K,  Capt.  Joseph 
T.  Goixlon. 

Old  Trading  Post. 

12th  Kansas,  Company  G,  Capt.  Ezekiel 
Bunn. 

West  Point,  Mo. 

Gth  Kansas  Cavalry  (one  company),  Maj. 
Wyllis  C.  Ransom. 


ALTON,  ILL. 

77th  Ohio,  Col.  .Jesse  Hildebrand. 


Does  not  appear  on  the  district  return. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas,*  Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  M.  Pren- 
tiss,\ U.  S.Army,  commanding,  for  February,  1863. 


j- 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

j Aggregate  present.' 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

1 

Aggregate  last  re- 

turn. 

Officers. 

d 

o 

District  staff  . ............................ 

6 

6 

6 

5 

Twelfth  Division,  Thirteenth  Army  Corps  (Hovey) : 

^ 

Staff  (division)  

4 

4 

4 

8 

Infantry 

130 

2,  666 

3,  425 

4,046 

4,110 

Artillery 

14 

356 

445 

560 

563 

Total .' 

148 

3,  022 

3,874 

4,610 

4,  681 

Thirteenth  Division,  Thirteenth  Army  Corps  (Eoss) : 

Staff  (division)  ... ............... 

3 

3 

3 

Infantiy 

248 

4,632 

6, 126 

7, 135 

7,  263 

Artillery 

2 

117 

130 

146 

149 

Total 

253 

4,  749 

6,  259 

7,284 

7,  412 

Second  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  the  Tennessee  (Washburn) : 

I 

Staff  (division) 

5 

5 

5 1 

5 

Trooi)s ! 

141 

2,  520 

4,  000 

5,281 

5,  312 

Total 

146 

2,  520 

4,  005 

5,286  ! 

5,  317 

Grand  total 

553 

10,  291 

14,  i4r 

17, 186 

~~17,  415 

Troops  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.^  in  the  Distriet  of  Eastern  Arkansas., 
Brig.  Gen.  Bevjamin  M.  Prentiss.  TJ.  8.  Army.,  eommandingj  Febru- 
ary 28,  18G3. 

TWELFTH  DIVISION,  THIRTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 


Brig.  Gen.  Alvin  P.  Hovey.]: 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  George  F.  McGinnis. 

11th  Indiana,  Maj.  'William  W.  Darn  all. 
24th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Richard  F.  Bar- 
ter. 

34th  Indiana,  Col.  Robert  A.  Cameron. 
29th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Charles  R.  Gill. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Peter  Kinney'. 

24th  Iowa,  Lient.  Col.  John  Q.  Wilds. 
28th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Connell. 

56th  Ohio,  Lient.  Col.  William  H.  Raynor. 


Artillery. 

2d  Illinois,  Battery  A. 

1st  Missouri,  Battery  A,  Capt.  George  W.  Schofield. 
2d  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  Newton  J.  Smith. 

16th  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  Janies  A.  Mitchell. 


^ It  is  iiufjossible  to  determine  from  the  return  which  of  the  troops  in  this  district 
were  actually  serving  in  Arkansas.  On  or  about  the  23d,  Ross’  division  was  detached 
for  service  in  the  Yazoo  expedition,  and,  as  early  as  the  8th,  General  Washburn,  with 
some  of  the  cavalry,  had  already  been  detached  on  that  expedition, 
t Assigned  to  command  by  General  Grant,  February  8. 

t Return  for  FebrnaDy2d  reports  Brigadier- General  Gorman  commanding.  He  is 
not  accountejl  for  on  monthly  return. 
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Brig.  Gen.  Leonard  F.  Ross. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Salomon. 

Indiana,  Maj.  Wesley  W.  Norris. 
46tli  Indiana,  Col.  Thomas  H.  Bringhurst. 
47th  Indiana,  Col.  James  R.  Slack. 

28th  Wisconsin,  Col.  James  M.  Lewis. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk. 

29th  Iowa,  Col.  Thomas  H.  Benton,  jr. 
33d  Iowa,  Col.  Samuel  A.  Rice. 

36th  Iowa,  Col.  Charles  W.  Kittredge. 
33d  Missouri,  Col.  William  A.  Pile. 
35th  Missouri,  Maj.  Thomafe  H.  Penney. 


Ariillery. 


3d  Iowa  Battery,  Capt.  Mortimer  M.  Hayden. 

SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION. 

Brie:.  Gen.  Cadwallader  C.  Washburn. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Conrad  Baker. 

5th  Illinois,  Maj.  Abel  H.  Seley. 

10th  Illinois  (three  companies),  Maj.  Elvis 
P.  Shaw. 

1st  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  William  F. 
Wood. 

Gth  Missouri  (six companies), Maj.  Samuel 
Montgomery. 


Second  Brigade. 

• Col.  Cyrus  Bussey. 

2d  Arkansas  (four  companies). 

9th  Illinois,  Maj.  Henry  B.  Burgh. 

3d  Iowa  (six  companies),  Maj.  Oliver  H. 
P.  Scott. 

4th  Iowa,  Maj.  Alonzo  B.  Parkell, 

5th  Kansas,  Col.  Powell  Clayton. 

2d  Wisconsin  (one  company). 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSy  March  1,  18C3. 

I.  M.  Bassett,  Esq.,  Saint  Joseph,  Mo. : 

My  Dear  Sir  : I have  a slip  of  the  Herald  of  the  27th  ultimo,  show- 
ing that  you  have  a bad  state  of  affairs  still  prevailing  in  Saint  Joseph. 
Some  of  the  denunciations  of  General  Guitar,  calling  him  a “petty 
tyrant,  seeking  a brigadiership,”  are  so  subversive  of  all  military  power 
that  you  ought  to  take  notice  of  it  in  an  official  way.  I would  not  blame 
Guitar  if  he  closed  the  concern  temporarily.  I can  see  the  trial  and  con- 
viction of  men  out  of  their  own  vicinage  may  be  a matter  worthy  of 
complaint  and  consideration  j but  such  tremendous  newspaper  assaults 
seem  to  preclude  a fair  remedy  or  revision  by  competent  authorities. 
They  embarrass  my  action  in  the  premises,  and  for  that  reason  I trust 
you  will  show  this  to  the  editor,  and  ask  him  to  desist  or  moderate  his 
terrible  warfare. 

I see  you  narrowly  escaped  a conflict  with  the  civil  authorities.  I am 
glad  you  did.  The  rebels  would  rejoice  to  see  further  complications 
and  altercations.  We  must  not  throw  away  auj^  of  our  Union  strength. 
Bona  fide  Union  men  must  be  treasured  as  friends,  although  they  may 
be  pro-slavery  Union  men.  We  have  some  such,  you  know,  who  are 
fighting  friends.  Slavery  exists  in  Missouri,  and  it  may  continue  for  - M 
some  time,  in  spite  of  ail  our  emancipation  friends  can  do.  While  it  H 
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exists  we  must  tolerate  it,  and  we  must  allow  the  civil  authorities  to  dis- 
pose of  the  question.  Negroes  that  belong  to  loyal  citizens  we  have  to 
regard  as  owing  service  to  their  masters,  and  we  must  respect  the  legal 
rights  of  loyal  masters.  This  may  be  done  without  doing  violence  to 
the  law  of  Congress  that  makes  the  slaves  of  rebels  in  the  rebel  service 
since  the  17th  of  July  captives  of  war,  when  such  slaves  come  within 
our  lines. 

The  Herald  is  a spirited  paper,  and  I do  not  wish  to  impair  its  force, 
but  I hope  it  may  be  more  useful.  Holt  County,  too,  is  evidently  a star 
in  the  north,  and  their  resolutions  have  the  ring  of  the  true  metal,*  but 
let  us  not  alienate  any  of  our  friends,  but  try  to  cultivate  loyalty  where 
there  is  the  least  sign  of  germination,  and  by  prudence,  discretion,  and 
firmness  we  will  keep  down  the  copperheads,  and  ultimately  conclude 
this  devilish  rebellion. 

I wish  we  had  more  reliable  force  there  at  Saint  Joseph  j but  we 
have  not  got  it  there,  and  you  must  not,  therefore,  attempt  too  much, 
especially  on  the  occasion  of  a public  meeting,  which,  some. think,  may 
attempt  treasonable  practices  or  speeches.  On  such  public  assembling 
of  a convention  or  a church,  where  treason  is  likely  to  be  displayed,  it 
is  better  to  note  the  parties  and  the  exact  crime,  and  take  another  time 
to  redress  it. 

Hoping  that  you  will  appreciate  the  solicitude  and  sympathy  1 feel 
for  all  the  earnest,  loyal  friends  of  my  country,  who  I know  are  generally 
also  friends  of  mine,  I am,  sir,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  K.  OUETIS, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  March  1,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Odon  Guitar, 

Saint  Joseph,  Mo. : 

General  : I hope  you  have  already  arrived  at  Saint  Joseph,  and 
earnestly  desire  you  will  act  with  great  prudence  and  discretion.  The 
editor  of  the  Herald  is  too  severe,  and  his  tirade  of  abuse  heaped  upon 
you  personally  must  be  suspended.  I shall  so  advise  the  provost-mar- 
shal. It  embarrasses  me,  and  you  also,  and  certainly  does  no  good. 
I hope  you  will,  now  that  the  Holt  County  matter  is  disposed  of,  try 
to  conciliate  our  friends,  and  avoid  any  and  all  measures  that  are  cal- 
culated to  further  divide  our  Union  strength.  There  is  no  sense  in  it. 
We  may,  by  heated  debates  and  denunciation,  make  rebels  very  daring 
and  dangerous.  They  are  sneaking  about,  always  seeking  opportunity 
to  take  advantage  of  our  weakness.  I am  told  the  rebels  threaten  the 
press,  and,  no  doubt,  they  hope  to  excite  your  sympathy  by  espousing 
your  cause.  I trust  you  will  perceive  the  object,  and  yourself  prevent 
such  an  outrage.  I have  directed  that  moderation  must  be  practiced 
by  everybody  opposed  to  you,  and  I trust  you  will  enjoin  the  same  thing 
on  your  friends  who  may  not  see  my  letter.  It  is  said  there  is  a Demo- 
cratic meeting  coming  off  soon.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  military  authorities 
on  such  occasions  to  keep  the  peace.  That  is  all  they  should  try  to  do. 
If  (as  I am  informed  did  occur  a little  north  of  the  line  a few  days  ago) 
speakers,  or  actors,  under  cover  of  any  party  or  religious  name,  make 
treasonable  speeches  or  commit  treasonable  acts,  if  your  force  is  ample, 
they  should  be  arrested  j but  if  otherwise,  as  I think  more  likely,  you 
will  see  that  proper  account  be  taken  of  ti)o  ]Huq)etrators,  so  they  may 
be  properly  treated  at  the  proper  time.  xVll  liquor  establishments  must 
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be  closed  if  the  least  danger  of  riot  exists,  and  no  acts  calculated  to 
incite  strife  must  be  evinced  by  the  military.  There  must  be  no  need- 
less ground  for  charges  of  military  oppression,  but  military  power  must 
not  be  despised  and  degraded.  When  we  have  no  force,  we  may  sus- 
l)end  military  action,  but  traitors  must  be  advised  that  ijunishment  will 
soon  follow  offenses.  1 hope  you  will  confer  with  General  Loan,  who, 
as  you  know,  has  got  leave  of  mine  to  go  to  Saint  eJoseph  to  look  after 
his  private  affairs,  and  also  inquire  into  the  matters  that  divide  our 
friends.  He  has  the  advantage  of  not  having  been  mixed  up  in  the 
Holt  County  matter,  which  is  the  gravamen  of  all  the  arguments  I have 
seen  in  regard  to  the  special  strife  now  existing. 

I am,  general,  very  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  K.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


. Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LotiiSj  Mo.,  March  1,  1863. 

Smith  O.  Scofield,  Esq., 

Saint  Joseph,  Mo. : 

My  Dear  Sir:  I hope  you  will  allow  the  Democratic  meeting  to  go  on 
unmolested.  Let  them  show  their  hand.  It  will  not  do  for  us  to  pre- 
vent a Democratic  meeting  per  se.  If  treason  is  preached,  take  a note 
of  the  perpetrators,  and  we  can  attend  to  them  at  the  i)roper  time.  I 
do  not  wish  to  give  rebel  leaders  the  advantage  of  a cry  of  military  per- 
secution of  any  political  or  religious  sect,  and  prefer  to  run  some  risk 
rather  than  allow  such  an  effort  to  divide  our  Union  men.  Although 
many  of  the  leaders  may  be  secessionists,  there  will  be  many  followers 
whom  they  would  like  to  alienate  by  some  demonstration  which  would 
excite  passion.  Discreet  and  prudent  measures  are  esjiecially  neces- 
sary now,  when  we  have  little  or  no  reliable  force  to  depend  upon  in 
your  county.  The  constant  public  assaults  upon  General  Guitar  em- 
barrass me,  and  do  no  good.  I have  read  all  the  paper  and  your  letters 
have  said  about  your  difficulties,  and,  of  course,  sympathize  with  you 
most  sincerely  ; but  I see  no  need  of  proscribing  our  pro-slavery  Union 
men,  who,  we  know,  are  not  actual  rebels,  but  some  of  them  fighting 
friends.  Much  as  we  may  deplore  slavery,  it  is  an  existing  fact  in  Mis- 
souri, sustained  by  the  laws,  and  we  must  tolerate  it  and  respect  loyal 
slave-holders,  I see  you  came  near  having  trouble  on  the  subject  of 
negroes  who  were  arrested  by  the  sheriff*.  The  right  of  provost-mar- 
shals to  give  free  x>apers,  I confess,  is  somewhat  i)Oorly  supported  at 
Washington,  and  I therefore  hope  that  only  the  most  unquestionable 
cases  will  be  noticed.  The  sheriff'^s  conduct  merits  and  receives  my 
thanks.  Both  the  civil  and  the  military  authorities  must  try  to  avoid 
conflicts.  We  want  no  further  war  in  Missouri ; and  if  they  do  tear 
down  your  press,  or  do  other  mischief,  I will  try  to  visit  the  villains 
Avith  all  the  punishment  in  my  i)ower. 

Keep  the  iieace  as  far  as  you  can,  and  tell  the  provost-marshal  this 
is  his  only  duty  on  the  day  of  election,  or  the  day  of  a political  meet- 
ing. Have  the  grog-shops  closed,  and  make  no  efforts  to  silence  speak- 
ers, or  otherwise  attempt  to  provoke  strife  at  the  time  and  place  named. 
If  we  had  a proper  force  there,  I would  advise  immediate  arrest  for 
treasonable  words  or  acts;  but  the  policy  of  Avithdrawing  force  from 
Northern  IMissouri  has  been  pressed  upon  me  till  I feel  too  weak  to  do 
justice  to  those  who  you  say  threaten  mischief.  I shall  exiiect  General 
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Loan  ill  your  place  before  that  time  you  mention,  and  he  will  confer 
with  General  Guitar  and  all  of  you  without  feeling  himself  involved  in 
the  troubles  that  have  incensed  many  of  our  Union  men  in  Saint  Joseph. 
I am,  mv  dear  sir,  vour  friend  and  servant, 

SAML.  K.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  March  2, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck. 

General-in-  Chief : 

Have  ordered  Nebraska  regiment  to  report  at  Sioux  City.  They  are 
located — two  companies  at  Fort  Kearny,  balance  in  eight  other  places 
in  the  Territory.  If  all  go.  General  Craig  telegraphs,  the  northwest 
will  be  left  vdthout  any  protection,  and  will  probably  stampede.  May 
I direct  two  or  three  companies  to  remain  west  of  the  river? 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 


Omaha,  Nebr.,  March  2, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief: 

The  order  for  the  cavalry  regiment  organizing  in  this  Territory  to 
report  to  General  Cook,  Sioux  City,  will  leave,  a large  portion  of  the 
frontier  settlements,  that  have  contributed  half  their  men,  unprotected. 
Regiment  not  yet  full,  and  wholly  unprepared  to  move.  I request  sus- 
pension of  order  until  you  receive  further  information  from  Governor 
Saunders,  now  in  Washington. 

A.  S.  PADHOCK, 

Secretary  and  Acting  Governor  of  Nehrasha. 


Hdqrs.  8th  and  9th  Dists.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

In  the  Held,  Camp  at  Bentonville^  Arh.j  March  2,  1863. 
Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

Sir  : I received  and  acknowledged  your  telegraphic  dispatch.  I 
shall  maintain  myself  as  well  as  possible,  but  it  is  injurious  to  the 
stock,  as  the  forage  in  all  this  country,  and  in  Missouri  adjoining,  is 
about  exhausted.  But  for  your  telegraphic  dispatch  correcting  me,  I 
would  have  marched  forward  to-day,  my  design  being  to  get  on  the 
grass  in  the  Arkansas  Valley,  and  take  some  of  the  boats  loaded  with 
corn,  with  which  they  expect  to  organize  their  force.  They  are  just 
making  the  attempt  to  reorganize  their  forces  now  at  Fort  Smith.  I 
deemed  it  extremely  desirable  to  demolish  all  the  force  up  the  river 
before  others  got  to  them,  and  I could  have  kept  my  stock  and  mules 
from  starving  in  the  valley.  I mention  this,  as  I deem  it  necessary  that 
you  should  know  the  condition  of  affairs  here,  but  will  obey  orders  to 
the  best  of  my  ability. 

I inclose  an  order  I sent  to  the  rebel  hospital  .at  Cane  Hill.  They 
have  abused  their  privileges  all  the  time.  1 have  had  two  companies 
stationed  at  Hermansburg,  8 miles  southwest  of  Cane  Hill,  and  prevented 
the  dishonor  of  the  hospital,  bj"  sending  an  ex-rebel  in  to  attend  a friend. 
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The  chief  rebel  surgeon  gave  him  dispatches  to  Fort  Smith,  under  the 
impression  he  was  going  there,  informing  them  of  my  movements,  and 
how  to  scout  up  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  and  cut  up  the  Arkansas  Union 
forces  before  I could  reach  them.  The  uneasiness  of  the  rebel  forces 
-about  the  organization  of  the  Arkansas  troops  gives  me  a great  dea, 
more  confidence  in  the  Arkansas  forces. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding, 

[Inclosure.] 

Hdqes.  8th  and  9th  Dists.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

In  the  Field,  Camp  at  Bentonville,  March  2, 1863. 

Chief  Surgeon, 

In  charge  of  hospital,  Cane  Rill,  Arh. : 

Sir  : I have  just  learned  that  you  have  abused  the  privileges  of  the 
flag  of  truce  under  which  you  have  been  permitted  to  retain  a hospital 
at  Cane  Hill.  Although  it  is  no  more  than  my  duty  to  arrest  you 
promi)tly,  and  make  your  whole  establishment  prisoners  of  war,  I pre- 
fer to  adopt  a different  course  for  the  present,  and  notify  you : 

1st.  That  the  hospital  at  Cane  Hill  must  leave  our  lines  and  recross 
the  Arkansas  Eiver  within  five  days  of  the  receipt  of  this  notice. 

2d.  That  no  communication  of  any  kind  must  be  sent  from  the  hos- 
pital at  Cane  Hill,  except  a notification  for  transportation  to  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Fort  Smith,  which  must  be  submitted  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  oflicer  (Captain  Anderson)  who  carries  this  dispatch. 

3d.  All  wounded  or  sick  persons  unable  to  travel  without  risk  of  life 
(and  bed-fast)  must  be  left  to  the  care  of  the  citizens  of  Cane  Hill,  and 
their  number  and  names  immediately  reported  to  me,  with  the  amount 
of  subsistence  and  medical  stores  left  there. 

In  order  that  you  may  understand  the  nature  of  your  offense,  I will 
state  that  you  intrusted  one  of  your  military  dispatches  to  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Fort  Smith  to  one  of  our  soldiers,  formerly  in  the 
rebel  service,  and  this  was  the  means  of  detection  of  what,  there  has 
been  too  much  reason  to  believe,  has  flagrantly  been  done  for  some 
time. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  on  Finley  Creelc,  Mo.,  March  2,  1863. 

Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Frontier  : 

Colonel  : I am  directed  by  the  colonel  commanding  to  inform  you 
that  the  Third  Division  will  move  this  morning  at  8 o’clock  in  an  east- 
erly direction,  and,  according  to  x^resent  arrangement,  will  go  to  what 
is  known  as  the  Mountain  Store,  in  Texas  County,  a distance  of  35  miles 
from  here. 

The  colonel  will  move  forward,  in  advance  of  the  infantry  and  trans- 
portation, with  the  most  effective  force  of  cavalry,  leaving  a sufficient 
force  of  cavalry  back  with  the  main  command.  When  he  will  arrive  at 
the  Mountain  Store,  he  will  send  out  scouting  parties  from  there  until 
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the  infaDtrj^  and  transportation  comes  up,  which  will  be  at  least  four 
days,  with  "the  present  condition  of  the  roads. 

I received  reports  from  the  forces  left  at  Forsyth,  pursuant  to  Gen^ 
eral  Orders,  NTo.  13,  very  late  last  night,  which  are  in  very  awkward 
shape  and  not  correct,  but  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  get  another 
return  if  sent  back  from  here,  which  accounts  for  their  being  forwarded 
in  such  shape. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  McQUEEN, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth^  Kans.,  March  2,  1863. 

Information  having  been  received  at  these  headquarters  of  such  a 
character  as  to  leave  little  doubt  that  there  is  an  organization  in  this 
State  for  the  ostensible  object  of  protecting  themselves  and  loyal  per- 
sons against  the  enemies  of  the  Government,  but  whose  real  design  is 
to  engage  in  a system  of  illegitimate  and  indiscriminate  plunder,  ren- 
dering-property, and  even  life,  insecure,  and  exempting  no  class  of  per- 
sons from  the  operation  of  their  piracy,  all  such  persons  are  therefore 
notified  that  ample  opportunities  are  allowed  to  manifest  their  zeal  for 
their  country  and  punish  her  enemies  in  a legitimate  manner  and  under 
proper  authority,  and  that  it  is  the  determination  of  the  general  com- 
manding that  all  lawlessness  shall  be  suppressed.  Peaceable  and  loyal 
citizens  must  and  shall  be  protected  in  their  property  and  lives,  and  the 
offenders,  whoever  they  may  be,  punished  according  to  law.  To  this 
end  all  commanding  officers  within  this  district  are  hereby  directedto  be 
vigilant  and  prompt  in  detecting  such  offenders,  and  aiding  the  civil 
officers  in  causing  the  arrest  of  all  persons  engaged  in  a violation  of  the 
civil  law.  When  the  civil  authorities  have  no  place  of  safety  to  hold 
such  offenders  in  custody,  they  will  be  received  by  the  commanding 
officers  of  Forts  Scott  and  Leavenworth,  to  be  held  until  demanded  for 
trial. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt : 

THOS.  MOONLIGHT, 
Lieutenant' Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  8th  and  9th  Dists.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

In  the  Field.,  Camp  Bentonville^  March  3,  1863. 

General  Blunt  : 

Sir:  The  forces  in  the  district  are  at  present  located  as  follows: 
Third  Brigade,  Army  of  the  Frontier,  here;  First,  Second,  and  Third 
[Eegiments],  except  two  companies,  at  Fort  Blunt,  near  Fort  Wayne; 
five  companies  of  Third  Indian  at  Neosho,  Mo.,  and  one  company  of 
First  at  Waters’  Mill. 

The  Third  Battalion  Tenth  Illinois  was  gone  to  Cassville,  under  some 
telegraphic  orders  from  Schofield,  no  notice  being  sent  me.  I stopped 
them  until  some  order  in  proper  shape,  and  through  the  proper  channel, 
had  been  sent,  but  they  got  out  of  the  district  before  I had  notice  or  time. 
At  the  post  Fayetteville  is  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  in  poor  con- 
dition ; First  Arkansas  Infantry,  400  present,  absent,  sick,  &c.,  and  a 
battery  (50  men  without  guns),  the  latter  two  forces  being  of  no  conse- 
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queDce  at  present.  The  whole  effective  force  is  not  there ; is  not  as 
great  as  it  appears  on  paper.  I send  you  a consolidated  report  of  the 
district.  I have  now  one  company  mounted  at  Dripping  Springs  as  an 
outpost,  12  miles  from  Yau  Buren.  I have  a company  on  the  head  of 
Lee’s  Creek  (Indians),  and  Oaptain  McCoy  (First  Arkansas)  on  the 
Cave  Creek  road.  I have  a company  of  Arkansas  militia  15  miles  from 
Clarksville,  and  two  companies  out  on  White  Eiver.  These  are  out- 
posts. I have  been  cleaning  out  the  bushwhackers  in  this  country  with 
considerable  success.  Getting  it  clear. 

I have  had  to  watch  the  flank  of  my  forces,  as  Marmaduke  might  re- 
turn, perhaps  with  Brooks’  command,  in  that  way,  as  there  is  forage  on 
White  Eiver.  Here  I have  had  to  work  all  my  forces  hard.  Forage  is 
scarce  (almost  exhausted).  I do  not  think  I can  get  more  than  eight  or 
ten  days’  more  in  Northwestern  Arkansas,  even  by  hauling  it  from  20  to 
30  miles.  Hard  on  the  stock.  My  design  was  to  move  on  the  Arkan- 
sas Eiver  by  the  5th.  I would  have  started  yesterday  to  the  Illinois, 
where  I have  found  wheat  enough  for  twenty  days’  bread,  but  a tele- 
gram from  General  Curtis  stopped  me.  I wish  to  urge  on  you  the 
necessity  of  going  forward  immediately  to  the  valley  of  the  Arkansas. 
There  will  be  grass  enough  there  in  ten  days  for  ponies,  and  I could 
in  a few  days  haul  the  wheat  to  Hildebrand’s  Mill.  I wanted  a train  of 
200  wagons,  so  that  I would  have  flve  days’  rations.  If  I cannot  get 
them  I had  determined  to  go  anyhow.  The  trains  would  bring  so  much ; 
the  wheat  I will  haul  to  Hildebrand’s  Mill  will  do  some  more,  and  1 
thought  I would  rather  go  on  half  rations  and  beef  than  let  the  enemy 
organize  the  Indians  south  of  the  river.  If  we  do  not  organize  them 
immediately  the  enemy  will.  If  we  had  means,  we  could  organize  a 
Creek  and  Choctaw  regiment.  If  we  do  not,  we  must  fight  these  men 
this  summer.  While  I will  be  willing  to  attempt  it,  with  the  limited 
means  I have,  let  me  again  appeal  earnestly  to  you  that  its  success 
to  a great  extent  depends  on  our  clothing  them  neatly,  feeding  them, 
and  to  some  extent  their  starving  families.  After  all,  a little  goes  a 
great  way.  It  is  cheap  recruiting.  I have  sent  eight  trains  at  different 
times  into  the  Indian  Nation  this  winter  loaded  with  flour  and  meal  I 
made  in  this  country.  Its  effect  has  been  most  happy,  in  addition  to 
its  humanity.  The  rebels  are  alarmed,  and  are  trying  the  same  game. 
I intended  to  make  a dash  on  their  corn  boats.  I sent  800  men  on  the 
three  boats  that  went  up,  but  Colonel  Harrison  (against  my  positive  in- 
structions) sent  them  around  110  miles,  instead  of  going  straight  through 
to  Osage,  as  I imperatively^  ordered.  The  result  was  that  Major  Wright 
(Second  Indian),  Foreman  (Third  Indian),  and  Haynes  (First  Arkansas) 
unauimously  voted  to  come  back  when  they  got  in  belly-deep  mud  on 
White  Eiver.  I was  deeply  mortified,  and  would  have  gone  with  the 
party  in  person,  but  it  was  utterly  unwise  to  have  the  scattered  forces 
here  and  at  Fayetteville  so  long. 

Let  me  urge  you  to  have  me  authorized  to  go  forward.  I will  risk  it, 
and  rather  burn  up  my  old  wagons  in  attempting  it  than  let  the  enemy 
get  foothold  in  the  Arkansas  Valley  this  spring.  If  I have  to  stay  here, 
I have  no  forage,  and  if  I dump  down  100  wagon-loads  of  commissary 
stores,  I cannot  move.  I will  do  the  best  I can,  but  ask  to  be  allowed 
to  send  all  my  train  to  Gibson,  while  I make  a demonstration  on  the 
river  and  rake  the  river. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

. WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Private.]  Hdqes.  8th  and  9th  Dists.,  Dept,  of  the  Mo., 

In  the  Field,  Camp  at  Bentonville,  March  3,  1803. 

Major-General  Curtis  : 

The  enemy  have  given  furloughs  to  April  1.  Tliey  are  rapidly  calling 
all  soldiers  in.  Alarmaduke’s  forces  are  being  recalled.  Marmaduke  in 
person  was  at  Arkadelphia  when  last  heard  from.  Part  of  his  com- 
mand (Shelby’s  brigade)  was  at  Batesville  a few  days  ago,  preparing  for 
some  movement.  Brooks’  brigade,  which  includes  Carroll’s  regiment, 
now  in  Van  Buren,  amounts  to  some  1,200  men,  and  they  have  a bat- 
tery (West’s)  of  four  brass  pieces,  two  of  them  rifled,  good  guns.  Car- 
roll’s regiment  crossed  the  Arkansas  at  the  mouth  of  Mulberry,  and 
went  southwest,  a week  ago,  on  the  rumor  of  an  approaching  scout  from 
my  command.  The  regiment  is  often  called  500.  A spy  of  mine  saw 
them  cross.  It  took  from  10  a.  m.  till  5 p.  m. ; counted  285  mounted 
men.  They  recrossed  the  river,  and  entered  Van  Bureu,  last  Friday. 
The  troops  near  Fort  Smith  changed  camps  four  days  ago;  part  are  2 
miles  from  Fort  Smith,  beyond  the  powder  mill;  the  rest  between  Fort 
Smith  and  Van  Buren,  south  side.  If  I could  seize  one  or  two  boats, 
to  cross  and  recross  rapidly  with,  I have  force  enough  to  thrash  all,  I 
think,  they  can  bring  there  for  a couple  of  weeks  yet.  Independent  of 
Brooks’  command,  the  force  at  Fort  Smith  is  the  debris  of  five  infantry 
regiments,  with  from  GOO  to  900  men  for  duty.  Colonels  Watie’s  and 
Bryan’s  battalions,  made  into  one  regiment,  under  William  Penn  Adair, 
I do  not  think  exceed  500  men.  These  likely  would  reach  Fort  Smith 
if  threatened.  I would  also  have  to  calculate  on  forces  being  sent  up 
the  river,  which  is  bank  full.  At  Little  Rock  there  are  five  regiments 
(infantry),  probably  not  over  1,200  men  for  duty. 

The  enemy  holds  Clarksville,  although  they  have  made  several  stam- 
pedes out  of  it,  on  report  of  my  scouts  approaching.  Their  passage  from 
Clarksville  to  Fort  Smith  is  over  the  debatable  ground,  and  they  move 
rapidly,  and  rarely  stay  long  on  this  side  of  the  river.  A scout  last 
night  reports  the  infantry  at  Fort  Smith  crossiug  the  river  doubtful. 

The  rebel  hospital  at  Cane  Hill,  which  has  been  a spy  den  inside  of 
our  lines,  I have  detected  in  sending  dispatches  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Fort  Smith,  informing  him  of  all  my  movements.  I ordered 
it  south  of  Arkansas  River  within  five  days ; and  Captain  Anderson 
(Third  Indian  Regiment),  with  a force,  is  between  Cane  Hill  and  Dutch- 
town,  watching  the  re-establishment  until  it  is  gone.  Captain  McCoy, 
(Arkansas  troops)  is  at  Dripping  Springs,  12  miles  from  Van  Buren. 
Another  company  is  at  the  head  of  Lee’s  Creek.  Lieutenant  Walker 
(Sixth  Kansas)  is  at  Cincinnati,  to  support  Anderson.  I review  and 
insi)ect  Arkansas  troops  at  Fayetteville  on  the  5th  instant. 

The  enemy  succeeded  in  running  up  their  boats  and  landing  cargoes 
of  corn . Two  others  loaded,  got  scared,  and  went  back.  Fort  Smith  and 
Van  Buren  were  starving.  I sent  600  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  to 
take  the  boats.  They  did  not  succeed,  although  sent  with  full  informa- 
tion and  with  ample  time.  Roads  belly-deep  in  mud.  [will report  case 
by  mail. 

The  enemy  is  exercised  by  the  subsisting  of  the  Indian  Nation.  One 
of  the  boat  loads  of  corn  was  for  the  Choctaws.  I wanted  to  take  it 
before  it  reached  them,  but  not  afterward. 

All  the  men  I could  get  at  Fayetteville  were  100  mounted  men.  Stocfiv 
is  too  low,  but  I have  spies  at  every  point  on  the  river,  and  will  see  that 
no  more  boats  get  up.  1 want  permission  to  go  and  take  any  others 
that  may  attempt  to  run  up,  and  run  them  up  the  river.  Also  to  move 
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the  commissaries  to  Fort  Gibson.  Forage  is  gone.  If  we  do  not  organ- 
ize the  Indian  forces  south  of  the  river  in  the  next  few  weeks,  the  enemy 
will.  I propose  moving  the  Third  Brigade  on  the  Illinois  Eiver,  where 
there  is  seven  or  eight  days^  forage.  There  is  wheat  there  to  make  two 
weeks’  bread  for  my  command,  which  I shall  move  to  Hildebrand’s  Mill, 
Cherokee  Eation,  to  grind.  The  mill  is  35  miles  from  Tahlequah  and 
50  miles  from  Fort  Gibson.  My  train  of  commissaries  is  due,  and  will 
arrive  from  Fort  Scott  within  a week.  I am  on  short,  half  or  less,  rations 
of  everything  but  bread.  AVe  do  not  suffer.  I have  plenty  of  flour 
made  here.  My  train  (brigade)  was  always,  and  is,  worthless. 

The  enemy  want  to  get  possession  of  Northwestern  Arkansas  to  con- 
script in  it.  Should  I fall  back,  the  Arkansas  force  we  have  will  be 
greatly  in  peril,  and  the  enemy  will  conscript  where  we  could  recruit. 
Difficulties  are  great,  but  I will  try  to  hold  unless  ordered  out.  It  would 
undoubtedly  be  a great  misfortune  to  evacuate  Arkansas.  I would 
rather  risk  something.  I could  strike  at  the  river  in  a few  days,  pre- 
vent them  from  organizing,  and  send  my  commissaries  to  Fort  Gibson, 
so  as  to  organize  the  Indian  forces  south  of  the  river  before  the  rebels 
get  there.  I want  orders. 

Eespectfully, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  March  4,  18G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  Craig, 

Commanding  District  of  Nehraslca  : 

General  : I am  in  receipt  of  two  letters  from  you  of  the  23d  ultimo  * 
in  relation  to  the  Indians,  one  proposing  a spring  campaign  and  the 
other  mentioning  a pursuit  of  the  Utes  and  the  fight  of  Captain  Allen* 

The  order  of  General  Halleck  moves  the  Nebraska  regiment  to  Sioux 
City,  and  renders  it  quite  useless  to  consider  the  matter  of  the  first 
letter.  I do  not  know  the  object  of  the  Sioux  City  move,  but  suppose 
there  is  danger  of  an  attack  from  the  north  by  the  Sioux  Indians.  Pope 
probably  wants  the  regiment  in  his  department,  and  secures  it  by  this 
order.  Great  prudence  with  the  Indians  must  be  practiced.  I am 
bringing  most  of  the  troops  away  from  Colorado,  and  you  will,  there- 
fore, have  but  a slender  force  to  depend  upon.  The  great  effort  is  to 
crush  out  the  rebellion  as  the  first  thing.  Meantime  we  must  make  the 
best  possible  use  of  what  we  have  to  keep  the  overland  route  safe. 
Every  year  renders  it  more  important. 

I telegraphed  General  Halleck,  asking  that  you  might  retain  two  or 
three  companies  to  take  care  of  settlements  in  the  Northwest,  but  have 
not  yet  received  a reply.  I think  he  will  consent,  but  you  must  hire 
teams  and  push  the  remainder  over.  Let  them  go  where  grain  and 
other  forage  can  be  had  most  abundant.  It  will  probably  be  best  to 
move  over  into  Iowa,  at  Omaha,  and  pass  through  the  settlements,  but 
you  will  exercise  your  discretion  as  to  this.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the 
detachments  should  be  united  before  reaching  their  destination,  as  they 
can  probably  get  better  accommodations  by  going  in  separate  commands. 
I am,  general,  very  truly,  yours, 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major- Ge^ieral. 
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Camp  of  2d  Eegt.  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Bloomfield,  Mo.,  March  4,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson, 

Commanding  District  of  Samt  Louis : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  a cursory  reconnaissance  of  the 
surroundings  of  this  place,  and  respectfully  to  make  such  suggestions  as 
occur  to  me  for  the  fortifying  it  for  permanent  occupation. 

This  ridge  of  firm  earth  between  the  swamps  varies  in  breadth  from  4 
to  10  miles,  being  widest  at  this  place.  The  town  is  situated  on  the  comb 
of  the  ridge,  with  only  two  or  three  hills,  within  range  of  cannon,  that 
command  it,  but  these  could  be  occupied  by  outworks.  Neither  of  these 
hills  would  do  for  the  location  of  a principal  work,  on  account  of  water. 
The  public  square  of  the  town  could  be  fortified  with  an  earthwork,  so 
as  to  include  water  for  stock  and  men,  either  in  the  work  or  in  its  rear 
within  musket  range.  For  armament,  at  least  from  six  to  ten  heavy  guns 
should  be  sent  to  this  place  via  Cape  Girardeau.  The  addition  of  an  infan- 
try regiment  and  an  artillery  battery  to  this  command  would,  on  the  com- 
pletion of  these  works,  make  this  great  gateway  of  the  southeast  secure 
against  any  probable  attempt.  A work  might  be  constructed  and  a 
garrison  posted  at  or  about  Chalk  Blufli*,  and  another  near  the  Arkansas 
line,  to  render  the  matter  entirely  secure.  The  infantry  regiment  could 
be  immediately  employed  in  the  construction  of  works,  thus  relieving 
so  much  of  the  cavalry  as  will  be  required  for  scouring  the  several  coun- 
ties, suppressing  guerrillas  and  protecting  the  few  Union  people  now 
left  here,  as  well  as  returning  fugitives. 

The  dislo.yal,  who  have  property,  will  have  to  be  put  under  oath  and 
bond,  and  when  a rule  of  exacting  the  extreme  penalty  for  the  viola- 
tion of  parole  shall  have  been  adopted  by  our  Government,  we  may 
hope  that  this  class  of  disturbers  will  be  effectually  disposed  of.  But 
few  examples  will  be  needed  to  point  and  emphasize  the  meaning  and 
extent  of  parole  obligation.  Humanity  and  sound  policy  alike  demand 
them. 

lhave  required  of  the  quartermaster  at  Cape  Girardeau  shovels,  picks, 
and  wheelbarrows.  As  soon  as  they  are  received,  I shall  begin  the  work 
on  the  public  square.  To  render  it  as  permanent  as  possible,  1 shall  en- 
deavor to  revet  it  all  with  sod.  A few  houses  will  have  to  be  removed, 
but  they  are  in  a ruined  condition  from  a former  attack  on  the  town, 
when  it  was  surrounded  by  Captain  Hyde.  Some  trees  will  have  to  be 
felled  in  front  of  our  outworks;  the  timber  will  be  required  for  fuel, 
stockades,  &c. 

I intended  to  move  last  night  against  Thompson,  who,  I am  informed, 
is  at  Clarkston  with  from  300  to  500  men.  He  has  a lot  of  dug-outs,  from 
which  I hope  to  cut  him  off  and  bag  his  command.  My  command  will 
move  to-night  if  my  scouts  and  spies  report  in  time. 

There  is  an  unaccountable  detention  of  my  howitzers,  which  I left 
Captain  McClanahan,  with  one  company  at  the  Knob,  to  bring  up.  This 
has  embarrassed  and  delayed  me.  At  Chalk  Bluff’,  even  against  20  men 
on  the  bluff,  I must  have  them  to  enable  me  to  seize  the  boat,  the  op- 
posite bluff  commanding  all  approach  from  this  direction. 

I have  the  honor  to  inclose  report  of  Lieutenant  Poole,  of  operations 
in  taking  possession  of  this  place  and  breaking  up  a small  camp  yester- 
day.* We  are  scouring  the  country  in  every  direction. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McNEIL,  , 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

* See  capture  of  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  M.'irch  1, 1803,  Poole  to  McNeil,  Part  I,  p.  235. 
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Fort  Eiley,  Kans.,  March  4,  1863. 

Lieutenant  Loeino, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fort  Leavenworth^  Kans. : 

Dear  Sir  : I liave  tlie  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  detachment  of 
Companj^  I,  Ninth  Kansas  Yolunteers,  whom  I informed  you  were  in 
l)ursuit  of  the  Pawnee  Indians,  were  compelled  to  fall  hack,  not  being 
strong  enough  to  risk  an  engagement,  and  that  I have  sent  a re-enforce- 
ment of  60  men,  under  command  of  Captain  Bead,  who  I have  no  doubt 
will  give  a good  account  of  himself. 

Last  night  two  citizens  arrived  here,  giving  a most  fearful  account  of 
the  ravages  of  Indians  on  the  Solomon  Kiver.  The  settlers  were  stripped 
of  everything — cattle,  horses,  food,  clothing,  bedding,  &c.,  and  all  their 
arms  they  could  get.  I have  dispatched  every  available  man  to  their 
assistance,  retaining  hardly  sufficient  for  post  duty,  and  it  may  even  be 
necessary  to  send  what  are  remaining.  In  such  a case,  would  it  be 
l)roper  for  me  to  call  upon  the  citizens  to  guard  this  post,  if  I left  a 
commissioned  ofiQcer  here,  and  should  I be  justified  in  issuing  rations 
to  citizens  thus  called  in  ? An  early  reply  will  greatly  oblige. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  E.  STEWAET, 

Captain.)  Commanding  Post. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  Aloiintain  Grove,  Wright  County,  Mo.,  March  5, 1863. 
Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Springfield,  Mo.: 

The  colonel  commanding  the  Third  Division  [directs  me]  to  inform 
you  that  the  scouting  party  which  was  sent  a few  days  [ago]  to  West 
Plains  returned  last  evening,  and  brings  reliable  information  of  the 
rebel  force  under  Marmaduke  being  encamped  a short  distance  below 
Batesville,  Ark.,  and  is  shoeing  his  horses  and  getting  his  command  in 
good  condition;  also  [that]  Burbridge’s  command  is  in  and  around 
►Salem,  but  has  no  permanent  place,  but  keeps  moving  about  as  cir- 
cumstances may  dictate.  The  scouting  i)arty  came  close  upon  a party 
or  independent  company,  who  keep  skulking  through  the  mountains  in 
this  vicinity,  dressed  in  the  Federal  uniform,  numbering  about  100  men, 
but  did  not  capture  any  of  them. 

I inclose  a copy  of  a communication*  sent  to  these  headquarters  by 
Lieut.  Col.  D.  Kent,  commanding  the  Nineteenth  Eegiment  Iowa  In- 
fantry, at  Forsyth,  in  reference  to  casualty  which  happened  to  some 
of  his  men  while  crossing  the  river;  also  his  opinion  about  the  practica- 
bility of  crossing  on  said  boats. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  MCQUEEN, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Ge^ieral. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Eolla,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

Holla,  Mo.,  March  o,  1863. 

During  the  two  years’  war  and  ratline  which  has  reigned  within  the 
limits  of  this  district,  the  military  authorities  of  the  United  States  have 
exercised  great  clemency  and  indulgence  toward  rebels  and  their  sym- 
pathizers, while  they,  regardless  of  civilized  customs,  enlightened  laws, 
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and  their  most  solemn  oaths,  have  done  all  in  their  power  to  annoy 
and  maltreat  loyal  citizens,  and  to  murder  and  waylay  the  soldiers  of 
the  Union.  Such  outrages  will  no  longer  be  tolerated.  Guerrillas  will 
be  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the  established  military  laws  of  civil- 
ized nations  and  with  orders  issued  from  the  general  commanding  the 
department.  Citizens  uttering  disloyal  sentiments,  or  aiding  either  by 
word  or  deed  the  enemies  of  the  Government,  will  be  escorted  without 
the  limits  of  the  district  under  guard,  and  if  found  again  within  its  lines 
they  will  be  promptly  arrested  and  dealt  with  as  spies.  Citizens  must 
be  wholly  loyal  or  thorough  traitors.  There  is  no  middle  ground  to 
occupy,  and,  while  extending  protection  to  Union  men,  no  leniency  will 
be  shown  to  those  who  are  rebels. 

S.  H.  BOYI), 

Colonel,  Commanding  District, 

[Indorsement.] 

Sharp,  but  probably  all  right. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS. 


Headquarters  District  of  Rolla, 

March  6,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 

General  : A young  man  (of  Benton  County),  reiiresenting  himself 
as  a deserter  from  Hindman,  surrendered  yesterday.  He  imparts  the 
following  information  : Marmaduke  is  just  across  the  river  from  Bates- 
ville ; his  force  is  3,000.  Holmes  and  Hindman  at  Little  Rock ; strength, 
10,000.  Colonel  Coffee  was  acquitted  by  the  court-martial is  now  in 
Missouri  on  recruiting  service.  A large  number  of  officers  and  privates 
of  Hindmaff s army  are  sent  to  Missouri  to  bushwhack  and  recruit  j 
mostly  gone  north  of  the  river.  Colonel  Porter  died  near  Batesville  ; 
Jeff.  Thompson  takes  his  place.  The  Third  Division,  Army  of  the 
Frontier,  is  at  Mountain  Store. 

I have  thought  proper  to  hold  Houston  Post  a while  longer.  Glover 
has  sent  all  the  wagons  from  here  there,  to  call  them  in.  If  the  Third 
Division  proceeds  in  a southeasterly  direction,  it  appears  warrantable  in 
holding  Houston  as  an  important  intermediate,  &c. 

General,  I deserve  your  severest  censure  for  furloughing  some  of  my 
men  without  asking  your  permission.  I confess  my  guilt  and  shame, 
and  ask  you  to  attribute  it  to  my  precipitancy  of  feeling  in  their  behalf. 
It  is  the  first  act  of  my  life  for  which  I am  justly  guilty  of  disrespect  and 
disobedience ; it  shall  be  the  last.  After  and  since  doing  so,  I have  un- 
dergone severe  punishment  in  mind  and  feeling  of  no  ordinary  measure. 

A great  many  refugees,  mostly  females,  are  here  destitute.  I am  reg- 
istering them,  and  think  proper  to  notify  the  aid  society  of  their  wants. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  BOYD, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Post  and  District. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Bloomfield,  March  6,  1863. 

General  Davidson, 

Comdg.  Saint  Louis  Dist.  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 
General:  Large  supplies  of  corn  are  being  collected  at  Chalk  Bluff. 
Couriers  have  been  sent  to  Marmaduke,  who  was  expected  there  last 
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night  with  his  whole  command  and  nine  pieces  of  artillery.  My  com- 
pany, left  in  the  rear  to  bring  np  the  two  howitzers,  has  not  arrived, 
and  I can  hear  nothing  of  them.  1 have  sent  a messenger  to  look  for 
Colonel  Lindsay,  and  hear  nothing  of  him.  Can  you  re-enforce  us 
with  a good  regiment  of  infantry  and  a battery  ? We  made  a dash  for 
Thompson  on  the  5th  and  6th,  going  to  Clarkton,  where  his  force  was 
reported ; captured  all  his  pickets,  which  extended  for  30  miles  up  the 
road ; killed  9 and  captured  27.  Thompson  dropx)ed  down  the  point, 
trying  to  get  me  far  enough  from  this  i)Ost  to  x)ut  it  in  the  power  of  his 
force  at  the  bluff.  I fell  back  for  the  jirotection  of  Bloomfield.  Will 
make  a dash  at  Chalk  Bluff  as  soon  as  my  howitzers  come  up. 

JORl^  MciS^EIL, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  Mountain  Grove,  March  6,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier  : 

General:  We  will  be  obliged  to  leave  this  point, *on  account  of 
scarcity  of  forage,  within  five  days,  which  will  be  as  soon  as  the  horses 
and  mules  will  reach  us  from  Eolla.  We  can  obtain  no  forage  this  side 
of  Spring  Creek,  some  40  miles  southeast  of  this  point. 

Marmaduke  is  said  by  my  scouts  to  be  below  Batesville,  shoeing 
horses,  &c.,  i)repariug  for  a move  in  some  direction.  Burbridge  is  re- 
ported as  being  below  Salem,  Ark^,  with  1,000  men.  There  are  small 
scouting  parties  of  the  enemy  between  Salem,  Ark.,  and  West  Plains, 
Mo.  I have  a scout  of  75  men  at  or  near  West  Plains. 

Unless  otherwise  ordered,  I will,  when  we  move  again,  take  the  cav- 
alry belonging  to  the  division  and  move  on  Salem,  Ark. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  GEIGER, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Third  Division. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  31a, r eh  7,  1863. 
Major-General  Halleck,  General-in-Chief: 

General  Davidson  reports  that  Colonel  Mclifeil  encountered  forces  of 
Jeff.  Thomp.son  below  Bloomfield ; killed  9 rebels  and  took  20  pris- 
oners ; also  considerable  live  stock.  Marmaduke  is  reported  near  Chalk 
Bluff'  with  his  force  from  Nebraska.  General  Craig  rex)orts  the  Ute  In- 
dians stealing  horses  on  stage  line;  were  pursued,  and  stock  recovered. 
Lieutenant  commanding  badly  wounded.  Fifty  of  troops  under  Colonel 
Collins,  Ohio  cavalry,  going  to  relief  of  Fort  Halleck,  caught  in  snow 
storm  and  badly  frosted.  Two  frozen  to  death. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Springfield,  3lo.,  3Iarch  7,  1863. 

Col.  William  F.  Cloud, 

Commanding  District  of  Southwestern  31issouri: 

Colonel:  It  is  impossible  for  me  at  present  to  give  a very  satisfac- 
tory answer  to  your  inquiries  about  the  positions  and  movements  of  my 
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troops.  Colouel  Weer’s  command  is  a few  miles  west  of  Mount  Vernon, 
and  will  probably  remain  in  that  vicinity  as  long  as  forage  can  be  obtained. 
The  Second  Division  is  near  Hartville,  and  the  Third  has  gone  east  to 
about  the  limit  of  your  district.  I have  still  a considerable  force  at 
Forsyth  and  a battalion  of  cavalry  at  Gassville.  I would  much  like  to 
have  the  latter  relieved  by  some  of  your  trooiis,  if  practicable,  so  as  to 
avoid  too  great  separation  of  the  battalion  from  the  division  to  which  it 
belongs.  1 would  also  ask  you  to  relieve  the  force  at  Forsyth,  but  I 
presume  you  have  not  the  force  to  spare.  I will  give  you  additional  in- 
formation on  the  subject  of  your  letter  as  soon  as  I obtain  it. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


[Depart]vient  OF' the  Missouri,] 

March  7, 1863. 

Colonel  Phillips,  Fayetteville : 

Fort  Smith  is  no  account  to  us  till  we  get  the  entire  commerce  of  the 
river.  If  you  get  boats,  destroy  them,  as  the  enemy  is  probably  too 
strong  on  the  south  side  for  your  force  to  hold  the  navigation.  FTo  force 
could  have  crossed  into  Arkansas  at  Vicksburg.  It  is  not  certain  that 
Price  has  come  over.  Marmaduke  is  near  Batesville,  or  was  a few  days 
since.  He  has  3,000  or  4,000  troops. 


SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis.,  March  9,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  M.  Prentiss, 

Commanding  Eastern  Arkansas , Helena  : 

Dear  General  : Yours  of  the  28th,  with  a boat-load  of  contraband 
negroes,  is  duly  received.  I have  more  of  these,  unfortunately,  than  I 
know  what  to  do  with.  The  State  of  Missouri  must  not  be  made  the 
depot  for  the  paupers  of  Arkansas,  and  it  is  not  a safe  way  of  disposing 
of  free  negroes,  because  the  laws  of  this  State  are  such  as  to  endanger 
the  freedom  of  persons  of  African  descent.  I know  the  subject  is  trou- 
blesome and  iierplexing,  but  I respectfully  suggest  that  j^ou  only  trans- 
fer it  by  sending  the  negroes  to  my  command.  I would  be  glad  to 
relieve  you  of  difficulty,  but  it  is  out  of  my  iiower.  I will  have  to  send 
back  if  you  repeat  the  shipments. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  and  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient 
servant, 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

In  the  Fields  Fort  Scott.,  March  9,  1863. 
Col.  William  A.  Phillips,  Commanding  Indian  Brigade : 

Dear  Colonel  : On  my  arrival  here,  I found  several  dispatches  from 
you,  relating  to  affairs  in  Western  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Territory, 
and  also  obtained  information  from  Dr.  Gillpatrick,  corroborating  your 
statements. 

I am  highly  gratified  at  the  result  of  your  efforts  to  hold  your  ad- 
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vanced  position,  and  also  your  exertions  to  provide,  as  far  as  in  your 
power,  for  tile  unfortunate  loyal  Indian  families  that  have  been  depend- 
ent upon  the  Government  for  sustenance.  I shall  necessarily  have  to 
leave  the  details  of  the  disposition  of  the  forces  under  your  command 
to  yourself,  having  full  confidence  in  your  judgment  and  skill  to  con- 
duct their  operations  for  the  best  interest  of  the  service. 

The  main  points  that  I desire  you  to  keej)  in  view  are,  briefly,  these : 
That  the  country  to  the  Arkansas  Eiver  must  be  occupied  at  the  ear- 
liest day  practicable,  which  will  be  as  soon  as  grass  is  sufficiently  raised 
to  sustain  animals.  It  is  imiiortant  that  this  movement  be  made  as 
soon  as  possible,  in  order  to  prevent  the  organization  and  concentra- 
tion of  the  rebel  forces  that  have  been  temporarily  disbanded,  and  to 
facilitate  the  raising  of  the  two  new  Indian  regiments,  the  officers  of 
which  I have  ordered  to  report  to  you,  and  are  now  on  their  way.  The 
greatest  obstacle  in  the  way  of  an  early  movement  will  be  want  of  sub- 
sistence, as  it  will  be  difficult  to  get  a supply  train  down  to  the  Arkansas 
Eiver  before  grass,  and  our  transportation  here  is  rather  limited  at 
present.  I shall,  however,  do  the  best  I can  for  you.  You  should  not 
detain  any  of  the  wagons  from  the  supply  trains,  but  have  them  un- 
loaded and  returned  promptly.  Captain  Insley  will  probably  be  able 
to  send  140  wagons  the  next  train.  You  must  economize  in  the  matter 
of  rations  as  much  as  possible.  It  is  better  the  command  be  placed  on 
half  rations  (except  beef)  for  a short  time  than  that  there  should  be 
any  delay  in  occupying  the  country. 

In  moving  your  forces  south,  you  must  provide  for  protecting  your 
flank  and  rear  and  supply  trains.  A small  force  should  be  kept  at 
Maysville  and  such  other  points  as  may  be  deemed  advisable;  for  this 
purpose  you  can  use  the  Arkansas  troops.  I will  endeavor  to  have  a 
force  sent  to  IS^eosho  to  relieve  the  troops  there  belonging  to  your  com- 
mand, and  I shall  send  a sufficient  force  of  white  troops  to  Fort  Smith 
to  occupy  that  post  as  soon  as  they  are  placed  at  my  disposal.  You 
will  encourage  and  facilitate  the  organization  of  the  loyal  men  in  West- 
ern Arkansas.  All  will  be  received  who  ofier  as  infantry,  and  must  be 
organized  in  accordance  with  law  and  existing  orders.  A mustering 
officer  will  be  sent  to  you  as  soon  as  one  can  be  procured.  In  the  mean 
time  recruits  can  be  enrolled  and  sworn,  and  then  muster  will  date  back 
to  time  of  enlistment.  I will  urge  the  payment  of  your  command  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  endeavor  to  have  them  paid  up  to  last 
of  February,  1863. 

Colonel  Coffin  has  made  arrangements  for  taking  the  refugee  Cbero- 
kees  back  as  soon  as  the  country  is  occujiied  by  troops ; has  provided 
seeds,  farming  implements,  &c.  1 think  it  advisable  that  the  refugees 
locate  and  form  for  the  present  season,  at  least,  in  colonies,  and  at  such 
places  as  may  be  selected  as  depots  or  military  posts.  This  will  afford 
them  protection,  and  enable  the  Indian  soldiers  to  assist  in  cultivating 
a crop  when  not  otherwise  engaged.  I would  suggest  Tahlequah  and 
Park  Hill,  Fort  Gibson,  and  Lewis  Eoss’  place  as  among  the  points  suit- 
able for  occupancy.  It  is  also  desirable  that  you  jiut  some  of  the  salt 
works  in  operation  at  an  early  day,  and  manufacture  sufficient  salt  for 
your  command  and  the  loyal  people. 

Keep  me  informed  frequently  of  all  your  movements,  and  matters 
generally  in  the  Indian  country  and  Western  Arkansas.  I shall  leave 
here  for  Fort  Leavenworth  on  the  12th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUKT, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  8th  and  9th  Dists.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

In  the  Fields  Camp  at  Bentonville^  Ark.,  March  9,  1803. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

Sir:  The  small- pox  has  gained  no  further  headway.  There  are  four- 
teen cases  at  quarantine  hospital,  miles  distant.  Strict  sanitary  reg- 
ulations have  been  adopted,  although  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  regulate 
Indian  habits. 

Major  Maynard,  surgeon  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  was  appointed  med- 
ical director  of  the  District  of  Western  xlrkansas,  by  Special  Orders, 
Ho.  12.  It  was  necessary  to  place  some  person  in  the  position,  and  I 
deemed  it  best  to  take  a man  from  the  Arkansas  command,  as  I learned 
that  he  was  competent. 

I visited  and  reviewed  the  Arkansas  troops  three  days  ago.  I was, 
in  the  main,  pleased  with  their  appearance,  but  the  disposition  to  go 
home  is  too  general,  and  I found  it  necessary  to  check  it.  This  has 
given  me  a good  deal  of  trouble  in  the  Indian  command,  but  I find  the 
Arkansas  command  worse  than  thej^  are. 

I desire  to  secure  for  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  a couple  of  12- 
pounder  mountain  howitzers.  Will  you  order  them  sent  to  Springfield, 
so  that  they  can  be  properly  drawn  and  sent  forward  as  early  as  possi- 
ble I find  a much  better  sentiment  in  Arkansas  than  I expected.  The 
infantry  regiment  of  Colonel  Johnson  will  be  filled  up  whenever  we  can 
go  forward  to  the  river,  and  one  other  regiment.  PerhaiJS  Johnson  may 
get  his  regiment  full  before. 

There  are  a number  of  outside  companies,  numbering  from  20  to  50, 
that  are  stationed  around  at  different  points,  as  outlying  posts  or 
scouts. 

Unless  you  order,  I have  forbidden  the  enrollment  of  any  militia,  but 
most  of  these  men  had  fully  committed  themselves  prior  to  that  time, 
and  have  to  keep  up  these  volunteer  organizations.  When  armed,  it 
has  only  been  by  arms  taken  from  the  enemy  and  given  with  caution. 
This  is,  of  course,  a matter  of  the  utmost  delicacy,  and  I felt  the  great- 
est apprehensions  about  itj  but,  with  proper  care,  these  may  be  made 
good  schools  for  the  volunteer  service,  and  all  they  get  is  rations.  It 
happens  in  this  way:  Some  men,  long  desiring  to  be  loyal,  when  a scout 
or  party  goes  forward,  believing  the  day  come,  do  not  hesitate  to  make 
unequivocal  demonstrations.  For  protection,  they  have  then  to  join  the 
service,  or,  if  reluctant  to  take  that  step,  they  are  compelled  thus  to  or- 
ganize to  protect  their  families,  and  being  thus  in  service  without  pay 
is  not  easy  done  j they  drift  into  the  volunteer  service,  and  in  the  mean 
time  are  good  scouts. 

The  lack  ot  funds  in  this  district  is  very  embarrassing.  All  forage 
.has  to  be  paid  for  in  vouchers.  I desire  to  have  a number  of  good  scouts 
and  spies,  as  I deem  it  of  the  first  importance  to  keep  posted  as  to  the 
whereabouts  of  the  enemy.  Quartermasters  and  commissaries  have 
made  the  necessary  estimates  for  funds,  but  I prefer  to  have  a disburs- 
ing officer  sent  hero.  This  will  save  me  a great  deal  of  trouble,  watching 
that  everything  runs  honestly.  I need  a mustering  officer  for  the  two 
new  Indian  regiments  ordered.  He  ought  to  be  hero  and  muster  the 
men  as  received  into  the  Indian  and  Arkansas  regiments.  I under- 
stand that  General  Schofield  appointed  a mustering  officer  from  the 
volunteer  service,  who  has  been  carrying  on  business  at  Fayetteville. 
I do  not  understand  it,  but,  out  of  respect  to  General  Schofield,  refer  the 
matter  to  you,  and  at  the  same  time  earnestly  urge  that  a lieutenant  of 
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the  Kegular  Army  be  ordered  to  report  to  me  as  mustering  and  disburs- 
ing officer. 

An  officer  of  the  Mnth  Kansas,  while  iu  my  command,  recently  on 
a scout  found  some  gold  coin  hidden  near  the  premises  of  a rebel. 
The  parties  living  there  professed  to  know  nothing  of  it.  Captain  Cole- 
man and  the  lieutenant  counted  out  the  money — $540  in  gold  coin — to 
the  provost-marshal  (Lieutenant  Moody),  in  whose  charge  it  is.  Hear- 
ing nothing  of  a legitimate  owner,  I design  sending  it  forward,  small 
though  the  sum  is,  to  aid  in  paying  the  interest  on  the  national  debt. 

I do  not  permit  it  to  be  disbursed  here  for  two  reasons : there  is  a pre- 
mium on  it,  and  I prefer  to  have  greenbacks  circulated  here.  It  is  the 
first  money  taken  in  my  command,  and  I shall  forward  it  at  the  earliest 
safe  opportunity  to  your  headquarters. 

By  the  last  train  the  post  quartermaster  forwarded  42  bales  of  cot- 
ton. It  was  chiefly  taken  from  rebels  on  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  and  goes  * 
to  the  credit  of  the  Government.  Twelve  bales  are  claimed  by  Mr. 
Powell.  Colonel  Harrison  writes  about  his  claim.  The  cotton  was  sent 
to  the  quartermaster  of  the  post,  Springfield.  I desire  that  it  be  for- 
warded to  your  headquarters.  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  As  to  the  right  of  the 
gentleman,  Powell,  to  the  12  liales,  I can  say  nothing,  knowing  of  it  but 
by  hearsay  and  his  own  statements.  The  30  are  clearly  contraband,  and 
the  12  you  can  adjudicate  when  you  get  them  to  Saint  Louis. 

My  horse  stock  suflers.  Forage  is  almost  entirely  gone  from  this 
region.  In  the  Arkansas  Valley  there  is  a little  grass.  I was  in  hopes 
of  getting  some  boat-loads  of  corn,  and  taking  them  to  subsist  my  stock 
there,  but  your  orders  to  burn  any  makes  it  difficult  for  me  to  push  my 
half- starved  stock  down  to  Clarksville,  merely  to  burn  a boat. 

General  BlunFs  instructions,  while  they  do  not  order,  seem  to  indi- 
cate that  I should  prepare  to  go  forward.  Your  dispatches  forbid  it. 

I am  waiting  to  cover  my  commissary  train  of  125  wagons.  I intend 
having  them  unloaded  at  Fort  Gibson.  I cannot  keep  the  mules  here  | 
and  go  forward.  My  broken-down  brigade  train  cannot  take  one-fourth 
of  it.  However,  I shall  manage  somehow. 

lam  watching  for  Marmaduke.  I have  a reconnaissance  at  Hunts-  i 
ville,  one  on  White  Kiver,  one  near  Clarksville,  one  at  Dutch  Mills,  and 
one  at  Dripping  Springs. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory,  ; 

Fort  Smith,  Arlc.,  March  9,  1863. 

Col.  M.  La  Eue  Harrison, 

Commanding  United  States  Forces,  Fayetteville  : 

Sir  : Your  letter  of  8th  instant  by  flag  of  truce  has  been  received. 
The  subject-matter  is  one  over  which  I have  no  control.  Sergeant- 
Major  Thompson  has  never  been  under  my  jurisdiction.  I have 
appointed  Captain  Crosby,  adjutant-general,  to  confer  with  Lieutenant  ■ 
Stark. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  GeneraL 
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Headquarters  District  of 


Columbus, 
March  9,  1863. 


Major-General  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  CorpSy  Mein^phis,  Tenn. : 

I have  just  received  the  following  telegram  : 

Headquarters, 
Saint  Louis y March  9,  1863. 


From  information  received  from  Bloomfield  and  Jericho,  there  is  danger  of  an  at- 
tack by  4,000  troops,  under  Jeif.  Thompson,  upon  New  Madrid.  If  it  is  possible,  will 
you  warn  the  commander  of  New  Madrid  to  be  on  the  alert  ? 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  District  of  Saint  Louis. 

In  accordance  with  above,  I have  sent  information  to  commanding 
officer  ISTew  Madrid,  Island  No.  10,  and  of  the  gunboat  New  Era,  stating 
that,  if  needed,  I would  send  re- enforcements  at  once. 

ASBOTH, 
Brigadier -General. 


Columbus,  Mareh  10,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  [J.  W.]  Davidson, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Louis : 

Col.  D.  H.  Hughes,  commanding  at  New  Madrid,  just  informs  me  that 
no  enemy  is  this  side  of  Eeelfoot  Lake,  to  his  knowledge,  and  that  he 
will  send  out  scouting  parties  to  ascertain  the  truth.  A combined  bri- 
gade of  line  was  ready  to  move  at  a moment’s  notice  and  take  Jeff. 
Thompson  in  the  flank,  and  Captain  Glasford’s  gunboat,  New  Era,  will 
also  co-operate  whenever  required. 

ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  March  10, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

General  : Colonel  Phillips  has  doubtless  kept  you  advised  of  the 
state  of  affairs  in  Western  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Territory.  I have 
lately  been  receiving  frequent  and  full  reports  from  him,  and  have  also 
received  full  and  correct  information  from  one  of  my  sj)ies  (an  intelli- 
gent and  trusty  man),  who  has  just  returned  from  a pilgrimage  through 
the  Indian  country  south  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  Forty  miles  this 
side  of  Fort  Washita,  Cooper  has  about  4,000  men,  mostly  deserters  from 
Hindman’s  army.  They  have  no  horses,  or  equivalent  to  none,  and  a 
very  ineffective  force.  At  Fort  Washita  there  are  80  menj  50  miles 
south  of  Fort  Gibson  is  Stand  Watie,  with  about  700  men;  at  Fort 
Smith  there  is  part  of  five  regiments,  numbering  about  18  [stc]  men, 
and  some  artillery — two  pieces  certainly,  and  possibly  four  pieces.  They 
have  no  horses  fit  for  service.  Marmaduke  is  reported  to  be  at  Clarks- 
ville, but  I doAiot  know  the  strength  of  his  force. 

I consider  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  occupy  the  Indian  country 
as  far  south  as  the  Arkansas  Eiver  at  as  early  a day  as  possible,  and 
have  so  instructed  Colonel  Phillips.  A copy  of  my  letter  to  him  of  yes- 
terday’s date  is  herewith  inclosed*  for  your  information  upon  this  subject. 
I would  like  you  to  inform  me  if  these  instructions  meet  with  your  ap- 
proval. I think  a sufficient  force  of  white  troops  should  be  sent  to  garri- 
son Fort  Smith,  in  conjunction  with  the  movement  of  Colonel  Phillips’ 
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command,  but  I have  none  at  my  disposal  for  that  purpose.  I shall 
leave  here  on  the  12th  and  be  at  Fort  Leavenworth  on  the  15th  instant. 

I desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  payment  of  the  Indian  regiments, 
as  their  families  are  very  destitute  and  dependent  upon  the  soldiers’ 
pay.  If  there  is  any  lack  of  funds  at  Saint  Louis,  I think  that  Major 
Hunt,  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  has  sufficient  to  pay  them  to  the  last  of 
February,  and  he  might  be  directed  to  send  a paymaster  for  that  pur- 
pose, as  it  will  be  now  convenient  to  send  an  escort  this  way,  as  it  will 
be  on  the  line  of  communication  for  supplying  that  command.  I think 
the  rolls  of  the  last  muster  have  been  sent  to  Fort  Leavenworth. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUINT, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  i War  Dept.,  Adjutant-General’s  Oppice, 

]No.  114.  I Washington,  March  10,  1863. 

******* 
XVIII.  Maj.  Gen.  E.  V.  Sumner,  IJ.  S.  Volunteers,  having  been  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  will  proceed 
to  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  accordingly.*  The  quartermaster  will  furnish  nec- 
essary transportation  for  his  horses. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

L.  THOMAS, 

A djutant-  General. 


Columbus,  Ky.,  March  11,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis: 

The  Tennessee  Forts  Henry  and  Heiman,  transferred  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Cumberland,  were  evacuated,  by  order  of  General  Kosecrans, 
yesterday,  and  occupied  by  the  rebels  to-day.  General  Sullivan’s  forces 
are  all  withdrawn  to  Jackson,  leaving  open  the  way  for  the  rebels  either 
to  Paducah  or  Columbus.  I embark  with  troops  to  retake  the  fort,  and 
would  request  you  to  re-enforce  Columbus  for  the  time  of  my  absence 
with  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  light  battery.  Please  answer. 

ASBOTH, 
Brigadier- General. 


Saint  Louis  District,  March  11, 1863. 
Commanding  Officer  Cape  Girardeau : 

I have  just  received  information  from  General  Asboth,  commanding 
at  Columbus,  that  the  scouts  from  New  Madrid  have  discovered  Mar- 
maduke  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bloomfield  with  a large  force.  Inform 
General  McXeil  by  express  at  once.  Cape  Girardeau  may  also  be  threat- 
ened, but,  with  the  infantry  you  now  have,  you  ought  to  whip  ten  times 
your  numbers  of  Marmaduke’s  men.  Warn  McXeil  to  be  on  his  guard, 
as,  if  Marmaduke’s  force  is  very  heavy,  he  may  have  to  retire  upon 
Girardeau.  Keep  me  advised  by  telegram.  Troops  are  at  hand  if 
wanted. 

DAVIDSOX, 

' Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — This  must  be  acknowledged  from  Girardeau  to-night.  Let  me 
know  if  the  First  Xebraska  has  got  down. 


" General  Sumner  died  on  March  21,  1863. 
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Columbus,  March  11,  1803. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson  : 

I just  received  information  from  Captain  Glassford,  commanding 
United  States  gunboat  Kew  Era,  that  the  scouts  of  Colonel  [D.  H.] 
Hughes,  commanding  at  IS^ew  Madrid,  had  discovered  Marmaduke  with 
a large  force  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bloomfield,  aiiparently  threatening 
Cape  Girardeau. 

ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Eighth  and  Ninth  Districts, 

In  the  Field.,  Arlmnsas,  March  12,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis  : 

Sir  : For  the  past  two  days  I have  been  in  shape,  expecting  attack. 
Cabell  came  up  a few  days  ago  from  Eoseville  to  Clarksville  with  two 
Texas  regiments,  and  some  others,  probably  Marmaduke’s,  as  most  of  his 
men  started  for  the  Arkansas  Elver.  Brooks  is.  at  Ozark,  with  Carroll. 
Manlow  [Monroe  ?]  has  crossed  from  Fort  Smith,  and  has  an  outpost  10 
miles  from  Yan  Buren,  a few  miles  from  mine.  I have  a reconnaissance 
at  Huntsville;  spies  and  scouts  watching  the  force  toward  Clarksville; 
an  advance  at  Cane  Hill  and  at  Dutch  Mills.  The  force  at  Fayetteville  I 
ordered  to  fall  back  (lefore  our  approach  to  Elm  Springs,  8 miles  from 
Major  Foreman,  with  my  howitzers,  and  a good  force  of  mounted  rifles 
is  within  supporting  distance  of  Fayetteville  and  my  main  force.  If 
‘ attacked,  I design  fighting  about  Elm  Springs,  so  as  to  have  my  trans- 
portation well  in  the  rear.  I begin  to  fear  they  will  not  leave  the  river. 
It  is,  I think,  impossible  to  surprise  us,  and  I think  we  can  destroy  them 
if  they  venture  up.  General  Steele  threatens  to  hold  Fort  Smith  if  at- 
tacked. Eftbrts  are  being  made  to  keep  the  Indians  south  of*  the  Ar- 
kansas, with  the  rebels.  Clothing  and  food  have  been  sent  by  the  boats. 
Six  bushwhackers  were  killed  yesterday ; some  are  killed  or  taken 
every  day.  The  Arkansas  Eiver  is  in  good  stage.  There  are  no  heavy 
siege  guns  on  the  Arkansas  Eiver  since  the  river  was  taken ; 12-j)ouuder 
field  piece  the  heaviest;  700  or  800  men  at  Pine  Bluff,  but  no  works  or 
heavy  guns ; a few  thousand  men  at  Little  Eock,  in  bad  condition  (200 
to  the  regiment),  with  three  batteries,  or  parts  of  field  batteries,  6’s  and 
12’s;  between  7,000  and  8,000  rebels  in  hospital  at  Little  Eock;  28  boats 
now  on  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  mostly  at  Little  Eock.  It  is  reported  that, 
if  attacked  by  a heavy  force,  they  will  abandon  the  river,  burn  the  boats, 
and  concentrate  at  Arkadelphia.  General  Steele  claims  to  command  the 
(rebel)  Indian  Department. 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel.,  Commanding. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

March  12,  1863. 

William  A.  Phillips, 

Col.  Comdg.,  Hdqrs.  Eighth  and  Ninth  Dists.,  in  the  Field : 


You  should  not  fight  a battle ; yours  an  outpost  duty.  So  fall  back 
or  dash  forward,  striking  the  enemy  only  where  he  does  not  expect  you, 
and  never  waiting  an  attack. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

* Major-General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Arlc.,  March  13,  1803. 
Comdg.  Officer  United  States  Forces,  N'orthwestern  Arkansas  : 

Sir  : Within  the  past  few  days  a party  of  Indians  and  white  men 
combined  have  visited  the  northern  banks  of  the  Arkansas,  and  have 
perpetrated  acts  only  characteristic  of  savages ; among  other  atrocities 
an  old  man  some  fifty  years  of  age,  who  has  taken  no  part  whatever  in 
the  war,  was  taken  from  his  house  and  brutally  murdered.  A youth, 
souie  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age,  who  was  at  his  home  sick  with 
the  small  pox,  was  also  causelessly  and  inhumanly  murdered.  Murders 
of  other  harmless  and  inoffensive  non-combatants  by  the  same  party  are 
also  reported  to  me.  I am  informed  that  this  party  was  composed  of  a 
mixed  body  of  Indians  and  white  men,  under  the  ostensible  leadership 
of  a man  by  the  name  of  Benge,  and  that  they  claim  to  be  soldiers  of 
the  United  States.  I would  respectfully  ask  whether  or  not  they  are 
recognized  as  such,  and  whether  the  acts  herein  referred  to  are  approved 
and  justified  by  the  officer  in  command  of  the  district  in  which  they 
oi^erate  ? In  the  interview  had  between  Lieutenant  Stark,  U.  S.  Army, 
bearer  of  a flag  of  truce,  and  my  assistant  adjutant-general.  Captain 
[J.  F.]  Crosby,  reference  was  had  to  the  removal  of  families  without 
either  line  occupied  by  the  armies  respectively.  It  was  understood  that 
there  had  not  been,  and  would  not  be,  any  objection  made  by  the  United 
States  commander  to  such  removal.  Such  a course  accords  fully  with 
my  views  and  actions  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  if  there  be  no 
mistake  in  regard  to  your  views,  I would  be  pleased  to  enter  into  an 
officially  mutual  engagement  to  that  effect. 

I am  informed  that  John  Cottrell  and  William  Tendon,  soldiers  of  the 
Confederate  States  Army,  while  at  their  home  sick,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Van  Buren,  were  captured  and  taken  off  as  prisoners  of  war.  I wotild 
ask  if 'these  and  other  similar  cases  are  to  be  so  regarded  ? Will  they  ■ 
be  paroled,  or  are  you  disposed  to  arrange  for  an  exchange  % 

I am  in  receipt  of  a copy  of  communication  from  Colonel  Phillips,  U. 

S.  Army,  to  Col.  M.  La  E.  Harrison,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  post  at 
Fayetteville,  Ark.,  dated  March  10,  referring  to  a prior  order  in  regard  to 
the  removal  of  the  hospital  at  Cane  Hill,  Ark.  The  inmates  of  this  hos-  I 
pital  will  be  removed  as  rapidly  as  their  condition  will  justify.  The  I 
implied  charge  of  a knowledge  on  my  part  of  violations  of  flag  of  truce 
going  to  and  from  this  hospital  is  both  gratuitous  and  void  of  founda-  I 
tion.  I must  beg  leave  to  protest  against  the  application  to  myself  of 
the  same  rule  which  appears  to  control  the  officer  in  command  of  United  I 
States  forces.  An  agent  is  surely  iiresumed  to  be  better  informed  than 
his  principal,  yet  Captain  Anderson  seems  to  have  been  fully  aware  of  • 
the  convention  referred  to. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE,  I 

Brigadier- General.  J 

General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

ISTo.  20.  1 Saint  Lonis,  Mo.,  March  13,  1863.  'j 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  toij 

the  command  of  the  District  of  Eolla,  vice  Col.  J.  M.  Glover,  Thirdv; 
Missouri  Cavalry,  relieved.  'i 

II.  Capt.  Martin  Welfley,  Battery  B,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  is^ 
assigned  to  duty  at  these  headquarters,  as  chief  of  artillery,  to  date* 
from  the  1st  instant;  aud  will  be  resi^ected  and  obeyed  as  such. 
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111.  Surg.  Madison  Mills  having  been  relieved  from  duty  in  this  de- 
partment, Surg.  D.  L.  Magruder  is  assigned  to  duty  as  medical  director, 
to  date  from  the  5th  instant. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Curtis : 

H.  Z.  OUETIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Nineteenth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Forsyth^  Mo.,  March  14, 1863. 

General  [Schofield]  : 

I have  the  honor  to  relate  that  our  forage  train  has  been  attacked, 
about  20  miles  from  here,  by  about  400  of  the  enemy.  The  messenger 
coming  in  after  re- enforcements  informs  me  that  they  are  being  held  in 
check  by  the  escort  to  the  train,  composed  of  about  70  cavalry  and  50 
infantry.  I have  just  dispatched  all  the  wagons  I had  loaded  with 
infantry  (only  six),  with  about  25  cavalry  (all  in  camp),  to  their  relief. 
From  several  scouts,  and  from  other  sources,  I learn  that  we  shall  be 
attacked  at  this  place  before  many  days  by  a combined  force  under 
Coffee  and  several  other  leaders,  and  would  respectfully  suggest  that 
you  send  re-enforcements  immediately,  composed  in  part  of  artillery. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  KENT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Lebanon^  March  15, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Totten, 

Commanding  Second  Livision,  Camp  on  File  Creeh : 

General  : I am  informed  by  General  Curtis  that  he  has  information, 
via  Helena,  to  the  effect  that  McCulloch  has  re-enforced  Marmaduke  at 
Batesville,  and  contemplates  a movement  northward  toward  Pilot  Knob 
or  Eolla.  I have  instructed  Colonel  Geiger,  commanding  Third  Divis- 
ion, to  watch  the  enemy’s  movements  and  inform  you,  as  well  as  me,  of 
all  that  may  occur,  so  that  you  may  re-enforce  him,  if  necessary.  If  you 
receive  information  from  Colonel  Geiger  of  any  movement  of  the  enemy, 
such  as  to  require  your  action,  you  will  please  move  at  once,  without 
waiting  for  instructions  from  me,  join  the  Third  Division,  assume  com- 
mand of  the  combined  force,  and  act  according  to  your  judgment.  I 
do  not  think  an  advance  of  the  enemy  at  all  probable,  notwithstanding 
the  report,  but  give  these  general  instructions  in  view  of  possibilities. 
I will  join  you  if  future  information  corroborates  that  just  received.  I 
inclose  dispatch  to  Colonel  Geiger  on  same  subject.  Will  you  please 
forward  it  to  his-eamp  ^ He  was  at  Mountain  Store  when  last  heard 
from  5 may  have  gone  to  Houston,  West  Plains,  or  Salem,  Ark. 

Very  respectfullv, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Lebanon,  March  15, 1863. 
Col.  W.  F.  Geioer,  Commanding  Third  Division : 

Colonel  : Information  receiv^ed  by  way  of  Helena  is  to  the  effect 
that  McCulloch  has  joined  Marmaduke  at  Batesville,  making  their  com- 
bined force  about  6,000  men,  and  that  they  design  moving  north,  either 
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toward  Eolla  or  Pilot  Knob.  I desire  you  to  keep  yourself  tborougbly 
informed  of  their  movements,  and  to  be  prepared  to  meet  them.  I will 
instruct  General  Totten  to  move  to  your  support  in  the  event  of  an 
advance  by  the  enemy.  General  Totten’s  division  is  encamped  on  Elk 
Creek,  about  22  miles  southeast  of  this  place.  Inform  General  Totten 
of  any  movement  of  the  enemy  which  may  require  his  co-operation  with 
you,  and  he  will  act  accordingly.  You  will,  of  course,  keep  me  advised 
of  all  that  may  be  of  importance.  I will  advise  you  of  any  movement 
I may  make  from  this  place. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

3Iojor-  General. 


Lebanon,  March  15,  1863. 

Col.  William  Week, 

Commanding  First  Division^  near  Mount  Vernon : 

I have  reason  to  apprehend  an  attack  upon  the  force  at  Forsyth  by 
Marmaduke’s  force.  You  will  please  move  rapidly  with  the  main  body 
of  your  command  toward  that  place,  and  support  it  if  it  be  threatened. 
I have  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kent,  in  command  at  Forsyth,  to 
communicate  with  you.  Be  guided  by  the  information  you  may  get 
from  him  and  from  other  sources.  It  may  not  be  necessary  for  you  to 
go  entirely  to  Forsyth ; possibly  also  Springfield  may  be  threatened. 
You  will,  of  course,  sui)port  the  garrison  there,  if  necessary. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


. Lebanon,  Mo.,  March  15,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis  : 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  was  received  this  morning.  I have  in- 
structed Colonel  Geiger  to  watch  the  enemy’s  movements,  and  General 
Totten  to  join  him  and  move  against  McCulloch,  if  he  came  in  a northern 
direction.  I apprehend  Ids  move  will  be  on  Forsyth  or  Fayetteville, 
rather  than  in  the  direction  indicated.  I have  ordered  Colonel  Weer 
to  move  to  the  support  of  Forsyth,  and  requested  Colonel  Cloud  to  send 
a battery  and  some  cavaliy  there  at  once,  as  he  is  nearer  than  Colonel 
Weer;  but,  as  you  are  aware,  no  considerable  force  can  be  supported 
there  longer  than  a few  days.  The  small  force  now  there  has  to  go  from 
30  to  40  miles  south  for  forage.  A foraging  x)arty  was  attacked  20 
miles  south  of  Forsyth  yesterday,  by  about  400  rebels.  They  were  still 
fighting  when  heard  from,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kent  had  sent  out 
re- enforcements.  To  attempt  to  hold  that  place  longer  with  the  small 
force  that  can  be  supported  there,  while  the  other  troops  are  in  their 
l)resent  positions,  will  only  be  to  expose  the  small  force  to  capture  if  the 
enemy  choose  to  make  the  attemi)t.  , 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  oe  the  Army, 

Washington,  March  16,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  K.  Curtis,  Saint  Louis : 

General  : I have  just  received  Colonel  Boyd’s  letter  to  you,*  with 
your  remarks  on  it,  in  regard  to  influences  brought  to  bear  to  procure 

* Not  found  J hut  see  Curtia  to  Howland,  p.  130,  on  the  aame  subject. 
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your  removal.  I liave'  no  knowledge,  official  or  unofficial,  in  regard  to 
the  allegations  of  that  letter.  I saw  it  stated  in  the  newspapers  that 
the  Missouri  delegation  in  Congress  had  nearly  unanimously  asked  for 
your  removal,  but  for  what  reason  was  not  stated.  Nothing  on  the  sub- 
ject was  said  to  me  till  I received  the  order  to  assign  General  Sumner 
to  the  command  of  that  department.  I was  informed  at  the  time  that 
the  command  had  been  promised  to  General  Sumner  some  four  or  tive 
months  ago. 

I can  only  add  that  this  assignment  was  made  without  any  interven- 
tion or  advice  on  my  part,  and  I am  entirely  ignorant  what  charges,  if 
any,  were  made  against  you  by  the  delegation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in- Chief. 


Headquaeteks  Depaetment  of  the  Missouei, 

March  16,  1863. 


General  Schofield,  Lebanon : 


Forsyth  can  be  held  with  a small  force,  surrounded  as  it  is  with 
almost  impassable  streams  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Was  our  forag- 
ing party  on  the  opposite  side  of  White  Eiver  ? 1 suppose  it  must  have 
been.  Such  parties  should  be  very  guarded,  foraging  in  front  of  our 
posts.  The  streams  and  mountains  between  W^est  Plains  and  Forsyth 
are  such  obstructions  as  to  render  co-operation  almost  impossible  in  any 
direct  line.  The  enemy  will  have  to  choose  which  side  of  White  Eiver 
he  will  take  if  he  dares  to  try  another  northern  movement.  You  will 
see  the  necessity  of  keeping  your  main  force  far  enough  north  to  move 
down  on  him  on  either  route.  I agree  with  you  that  it  will  be  his  safest 
waj^  to  approach  on  south  side  of  White  Eiver  to  Forsyth,  and,  there- 
fore, he  is  most  likely  to  come  up  that  way.  If  he  does,  he  should  be 
attacked  at  the  river  and  in  the  defiles  this  side,  if  he  does  succeed  in 
crossing  to  this  side. 

SAME.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


IIeadquaetees  Saint  Louis  Disteict, 

Saint  Louis.)  Mo..,  March  16, 1863. 


Maj.  H.  Z.  CuETis, 

Adjutant- General)  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 


Majoe  : The  accompanying  dispatch  is  respectfully  inclosed  for  the 
general. 


McNeil  will  have,  or  ought  to  have,  to-day  2,500  men  at  Bloomfield ; 
so  I see  no  occasion  for  his  stampede.  He  is  ordered  to  throw  up  a re- 
doubt, fell  abatis,  put  his  guns  in  position,  and  hold  Bloomfield  against 
Marmaduke’s  ragamuffins.  I apprehend  no  other  result  but  success  for 
him,  as  at  present  strengthened. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier- General)  Commanding. 


P.  S. — There  is  a regiment  of  infantry  at  Girardeau,  and  Waring’s 
regiment  of  cavalry  is  on  its  way  now  to  McNeil. 
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Cape  Girardeau,  March  15,  1863 — 10  a.  m. 

n.  C.  Fillebrown, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  McNeil,  sent 
from  Bloomfield  at  3 o’clock  this  morning.  I have  sent  a note  to  Colo- 
nel La  Grange,  hurrying  him  up  with  his  column,  double-quick,  to  re- 
enforce the  general.  Colonel  La  Grange  will  reach  Bloomfield,  with  the 
First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Welfley’s  battery,  and  a detachment  of  Thirty- 
second  Iowa,  to-morrow  morning.  Colonel  La  Grange  has  gone  out  15 
miles  to  seek  a location  for  a battery  across  Whitewater.  Following 
is  General  McNeil’s  message : 

I have  just  returned  from  a scout  against  Thompson.  I have  driven  him  from  the 
State,  and  captured  half  of  his  ragamuffins.  Marmaduke  now  threatens  me,  and, 
from  the  way  I am  re-enforced,  I expect  they  intend  he  shall  have  me  and  my  regi- 
ment. Major,  for  God’s  sake,  hurry  up  the  command  sent  to  me.  Do  get  Welfley 
to  march  night  and  day.  Until  he  gets  here  with  his  battery,  I shall  not  feel  right. 

JOHN  McNEIL, 

Colonel,  Commanding . 

F.  S.  CEAMFR, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington.,  March  17,  1863. 

Major-General  [E.  V.j  Sumner,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

General  : In  my  letter  of  February  17,*  to  Major-General  Curtis,  in 
regard  to  operations  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  I urged  upon 
him  the  importance  of  sending  all  the  forces  he  possibly  could  down  the 
Mississippi  River  to  assist  in  the  operations  under  General  Grant.  If 
Vicksburg  should  be  reduced,  the  line  of  the  Arkansas  River  can  be  so 
occupied  as  to  prevent  any  large  forces  of  the  enemy  from  threatening 
Missouri.  It  seems  most  probable  that,  if  the  enemy  should  evacuate 
Vicksburg,  he  will  throw  strong  re-enforcements  into  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky.  You  will,  therefore,  send  all  disposable  cavalry  in  your  de- 
partment to  General  Rosecrans,  on  the  Tennessee  River.  Cavalry  is 
more  needed  there  than  on  the  Mississippi  River.  It  is  reported  here 
that  the  Fourth  Missouri  and  the  First  AWsconsin  Cavalry  can  readily 
be  spared  from  near  Pilot  Knob.  If  so,  you  will  send  them  to  General 
Rosecrans  as  early  as  possible. 

It  is  represented  here,  by  very  reliable  persons  from  Missouri,  that 
General  Curtis  has  retained  in  that  department  an  unnecessarily  large 
force,  at  the  very  time,  too,  when  troops  are  most  needed  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi River.  Applications  are  continually  made  to  send  troops  to 
particular  localities,  or  to  retain  those  now  there,  on  exaggerated  ac- 
counts of  impending  dangers.  I have  found  that  most  of  such  accounts 
are  mere  pretenses,  gotten  up  by  interested  persons.  If  these  applica- 
tions were  granted,  our  entire  army  would  soon  be  so  scattered  as  to  be 
utterly  fiaralyzed.  There  are  not  many  points  in  Missouri  that  require 
military  occui)ation,  if  the  points  of  concentration  are  judiciously  se- 
lected. All  of  Missouri  is  now  in  the  military  occupation  of  the  United 
States.  The  inhabitants  are,  therefore,  bound  by  the  laws  of  war  (with- 
out any  regard  to  their  civil  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
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States  as  the  sovereign  power)  to  render  obedienee  to  the  occuiiying 
military  authority.  If  they  take  up  arras  in  insurrection,  or  render  aid 
and  assistance  to  the  enemy,  they  become  military  insurgents  or  mili- 
tary traitors,  and  thereby  forfeit  their  lives  and  property.  Every  one 
Avho  was  not  in  arms  at  the  time  of  the  occupation,  and  who  has  not 
continued  in  arms,  but  who  subsequently  takes  up  arms  within  the  ter- 
ritory militarily  occupied  by  us,  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  a prisoner  of 
w'ar,  but  is  to  be  punished  as  a military  insurgent.  So  every  one,  be  he 
a citizen  of  Missouri  or  not,  who  comes  within  our  lines  as  a non-com- 
batant, and  afterw^ard  takes  up  iU’ms,  is  a military  insurgent.  If  he 
comes  in  disguise  or  under  false  pretenses,  for  the  i)urpose  of  obtaining 
military  information,  he  is  a spy.  If  in  the  service  of  the  enemy,  and 
he  comes  in  disguise,  the  law  iiresumes  him  to  be  a spy.  All  persons 
guilty  of  such  often ses  forfeit  their  lives.  As  flags  of  truce  are  fre- 
quently used  to  cover  the  operations  of  spies,  they  should  never  be  per- 
mitted within  our  lines. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLEGK, 

General-in- Chief. 


Camp  at  Bloomfield,  March  17,  1863. 

• Brigadier-General  Davidson, 

Commanding  Saint  Louis  Bistrietj  Mo. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  alarm  at  Chalk  Bluft 
the  other  night  was  partly  groundless.  Our  company  the  next  day 
moved  back  to  Four  Mile,  and  our  scouts  have  since  discovered  that 
there  were  only  on  the  night  before  last  about  300  men,  but  these  were 
making  preparation  for  a larger  force.  1 have  scouted  toward  Poplar 
Blufl*,  but  hear  nothing  of  Marmaduke  in  that  direction.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  he  can  cross  the  Cache  Bwarai)  with  his  artillery.  Six  com- 
panies of  the  First  Wisconsin  are  here.  The  other  command  and  Wel- 
fley^s  battery  will  be  up  to-day.  I shall  try  to  cross  a dashing  party 
of  my  own  regiment  into  Arkansas  from  some  of  the  islands,  while  I 
amuse  them  at  the  river  with  a strong  force,  and  bag  all  that  are  there. 
This,  however,  will  depend  on  the  report  of  ray  scouts  and  spies.  If 
Marmaduke  approaches,  he  can  scarcely  be  in  fighting  trim  after  his 
march  through  a desolated  country.  I will  attack  him  with  my  entire 
force  at  some  advantageous  position.  Any  field  is  better  than  the 
chances  of  defendb^  this  place  without  works.  Our  intrenching  tools 
have  not  come  up  yet,  and  I have  no  advice  of  them.  There  are  not 
spades  and  picks  enough  in  all  this  country,  outside  of  a small  supply 
in  my  regiment,  to  dig  the  graves  of  the  poor  devils  that  inhabit  it  as 
they  die.  We  have  a floating  bridge  over  the  Castor,  and,  now  I have 
the  men,  I shall  restore  that  over  Whitewater.  The  road  to  the  Cape 
has  been  made  quite  passable.  I pressed  the  inhabitants  into  the  work. 
I would  respectfully  ask  the  assignment  of  an  assistant  quartermaster 
and  a commissary  for  this  post,  and  that  it  be  made  a depot  of  supplies. 
The  force  here  being  mostly  cavalry,  their  teams  will  have  to  forage  for 
them.  What  I can  spare  for  my  own  regiment  will  scarcely  do  its  commis- 
sariat transportation.  The  sleek  mules  and  lazy  drivers  at  the  Cape 
seem  infected  with  all  the  post  vices,  and  to  be  very  capable  in  doing 
nothing.  Either  these  supplies  should  be  here  or  my  authority  should 
extend  there.  I will  cure  them  if  they  come  into  my  hands.  My  regi- 
mental commissary  is  sick  at  the  Cape,  wTiich  keeps  me  moving  on  one 
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wheel  for  provisions  all  the  time.  He  is  a most  respected  gentleman, 
and  I have  the  highest  respect  for  him  as  such,  hut  to  this  regiment  he 
is  a rheumatic  incumbrance  that  it  should  be  rid  of. 

I dispatch  you  a telegram,  and  will  do  so  as  I am  better  posted.  I 
now  feel  safe  in  holding  these  counties. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McNEIL, 

Colonel,,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Lebanon.  Mo..  March  17,  1863. 

Col.  W.  F.  Geiger,’’^ 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

Colonel  : I am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  inform  you 
that  these  headquarters  will,  on  to-morrow,  the  18th,  be  removed  to 
Waynesville,  to  which  point  please  send  all  communications  for  the 
same. 

Lieutenant  Thatcher  will  go  at  once  to  Eolla,  from  which  point  all 
mail  matter  for  your  division  will  be  sent. 

I am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  MAESH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,)  Wis.,  Alareh  17,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief)  Washington)  D.  C. : 

General  : I transmit  inclosed  a letter  which  General  Curtis  has  for- 
warded to  me,*  and  invite  your  attention  to  it.  The  statements  con- 
tained in  it  are,  I have  no  doubt,  true,  as  they  came  to  me  through  other 
reliable  sources.  The  condition  of  tilings  set  forth  as  obtaining  in  the 
southern  counties  of  Iowa  is  to  be  found  in  less,  but  increasing,  degree 
both  in  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota.  The  same  reports  are  also  sent  to 
me  from  Dakota,  but  the  presence  of  a military  force  in  the  Territory 
will  be  sufficient  to  prevent  any  serious  consequences.  I think  that  the 
state  of  affairs  in  the  Northwest,  in  the  particulars  referred  to  in  the 
accompanying  letter,  is  grave  enough  to  engage  the  serious  attention 
of  the  Government.  It  is,  doubtless,  impolitic  to  take  any  present 
action  on  the  subject,  but  matters  should  be  so  arranged  that  the  neces- 
sary steps  can  be  taken  as  soon  as  the  emergency  arises.  Some  well- 
considered  system  to  meet  the  condition  of  things  which  is  likely  to  ob- 
tain in  this  department  as  soon  as  it  is  attempted  to  execute  the  late 
conscription  act  should  be  determined  on  in  advance,  and  the  necessary 
means  be  i)laced  in  readiness  to  carry  it  out.  I am  not  prepared  to  say 
how  much  or  how  extensive  the  danger  is  from  these  sources,  but  that 
organizations  are  being  made  in  various  parts  of  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  and 
Minnesota  to  resist,  by  force,  the  execution  of  the  conscript  law,  I do 
not  doubt,  and  I therefore  consider  it  proper  to  invite  the  attention  of 
the  Government  to  the  subject  in  time  to  provide  for  any  contingency. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-  General)  Commanding. 


See  Gallagher  to  Curtis,  with  inclosures,  pp.  104-107. 
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Waynesville,  Mo.,  3Iarch  18,  1863. 

Col.  William  Weer  : 

Dispatch  received.  You  need  not  go  to  Forsyth  unless  you  receive 
information  from  that  place  showing  it  to  be  necessary.  I have  heard 
nothing  from  there  since  my  order  for  you  to  march,  and  hence  infer  the 
danger  cannot  be  so  imminent  as  was  represented.  I w^ould  like  you  to 
occupy,  if  possible,  a position  from  which  you  can  support  the  force  at 
Forsyth  in  case  of  danger.  I hope  in  a few  days  to  be  able  to  know 
the  difficulty  under  which  we  are  laboring.  Do  the  best  you  can  for 
forage. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

31ajor- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  Spring  Valley,  Texas  County,  3Io.,  Mareh  18,  1863. 

Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Frontier : 

Colonel  : The  colonel  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
the  Third  Division  will  leave  this  place  this  morning  at  7 o’clock  and 
march  to  Gladden  Yalley,  which  is  near  the  line  of  Shannon  and  Dent 
Counties.  We  find  but  very  little  forage  in  this  section,  and  are  in- 
formed that  Casto  Yalley,  6 miles  north  of  here,  is  more  destitute  than 
this,  as  the  troops  from  Houston  have  foraged  through  here.  You  will 
find  a note  inclosed  from  Captain  Burrows,^*  who  was  sent  on  a road 
south  of  the  one  the  main  command  traveled  on,  which  will  give  you  an 
idea  how  forage  is  in  that  section.  From  the  best  information  we  can 
obtain,  there  is  sufficient  forage  in  Gladden  Yalley  to  subsist  the  com- 
mand ten  days  or  two  weeks,  unless  the  natives’  “ right  smart  chance  ” 
turns  out  as  it  does  through  here.*  Eoads  good  j transportation  gets 
along  very  well. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  MCQUEEN, 

Captain  and  Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- Qeneral. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis,  3Iarch  19,  1863. 


Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Departmciit  of  the  3Iissouri  : 


Major  : In  answer  to  your  communication  of  yesterday,*  I have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  the  following-named  regiments  and  battery 
and  detachment,  with  their  commanders,  have  left  this  district  for 
Major-General  Grant’s  army:  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Carr,  Brig.  Gen.  Will- 
iam P.  Benton  ; Eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  Col.  David  Shunk ; Eight- 
eenth Indiana  Infantry,  Col.  H.  D.  Washburn ; Eleventh  Wisconsin 
Infantry,  Col.  C.  L.  Harris ; Thirty-third  Illinois  Infantry,  Col.  C.  E. 
Lippincott ; Ninety-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  Col.  G.  W.  K.  Bailey ; 
Twenty-first  Iowa  Infantry,  Col.  S.  Merrill  j Twenty-second  Iowa  In- 
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faiitr.y,  Col.  W.  M.  Stone ; Tweiity-tliird  Iowa  Infantry,  Lienteiuint-Oo! 
onel  [SamnelL.]  Glasgow;  First  Indiana  Battery,  Oapt.  M.  Klanss,  and 
detacbment  Third  Illinois  Cavalry,  Captain  [.lolin  L.]  Campbell. 

I am,  major,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DAVIDSO^I, 
Brigadier-General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Sth  and  Oth  Dists.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

In  the  Field.,  Camp  Moonlight^  MrA’.,  March  19,  18G3. 
Major-General  Blunt  : 

I am  in  camp  20  miles  east  of  Hildebrand’s  Mill,  east  of  Camp  Bab 
cock,  in  supporting  distance  of  Fayetteville  and  Hildebrand’s,  where 
I liave  made  a post.  It  holds  all  the  upper  part  of  the  ilation.  The 
only  good  mill,  and  where  I can  saw  pine  lumber  for  bridges  and  boats. 
The  Indians  are  very  impatient  to  have  the  refugees  home,  and  go  into 
the  Nation.  Colonel  Boss  writes  me  an  imploring  letter  from  Neosho. 
Is  the  train  furnished  by  the  agents,  oi’  has  it  started?  I am  ignorant 
of  the  movements  of  the  other  troops.  Advise  me.  The  enemy  intended 
to  take  Fayetteville,  and  moved  on  Clarksville  and  Ozark  for  that  pur 
pose.  I made  my  dispositions  to  fight  them  at  Elm  Springs,  but  they 
found  out  I was  on  hand,  and  backed  out.  They  still  have  forces  on  the 
river,  but  do  not  pretend  to  come  above  Clarksville  on  this  side,  exce])t 
temporarily.  The  Arkansas  Kiver  is  falling;  fordable,  but  deep,  above 
Webber’s.  There  is  grass,  so  that  stock  could  live  in  Arkansas  Valley. 
I have  been  directed  not  to  go  on  the  river,  but  expected  to  hear  from 
you  for  a week.  My  stock  has  suflered  some,  but  not  so  much  as  I ex- 
pected. The  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  can  only  furnish  me  100  mounted 
men,  and  I have  had  to  escort  their  trains,  partially,  from  Cassville. 
My  mule  teams  are  nearly  as  good  as  when  I got  them,  but  that  was 
poor ; horses  poor;  very  difficult  to  scout  far  with  my  stock.  * Could  take 
Fort  Smith  any  moment  that  I was  permitted  to-  do  so.  Eebels  have 
begun  to  feed  destitute  Indians  south  of  Arkansas  Eiver,  in  imitation. 
We  ought  to  be  there.  Magee  and  train  started  to  Fort  Scott  two  days 
ago. 

Eesiiectfully, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel^  Coimnanding. 


Hdqrs.  8th  and  9th  Dists.,  DUpt.  of  the  Missouri, 

In  the  Field,  Camp  Moonlight^  Arh.,  March  19,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

Sir  : Camped  midway  between  Hildebrand’s  Mill,  Cherokee  Nation, 
and  Fayetteville,  Ark., in  supporting  distance  of  the  latter;  made  post 
at  the  mill  and  run  the  i)est  hospital  1 mile  from  there. 

Occasionally  a new  case  of  small  pox  in  camp,  but  have  kept  it  down 
very  weli  so  far.  Sent  starving  refugees,  who  have  come  to  camp  from 
the  Nation,  to  the  mill ; also  stock,  disabled  and  poor,  to  pasture  on  Illi 
nois  cane  bottoms.  Grass  in  Arkansas  Valley;  Arkansas  Eiver  fall- 
ing; fordable,  bnt  deep  fording,  above  Webber’s  Falls.  liebcls  an^ 
trying  to  furnish  corn  for  Indians  south  of.  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  and 
also  to  drive  stock  from  there  and  the  Canadian  Eiver.  Eebel  Indian 
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soldiers  are,  to  some  extent,  home,  on  fnrlongh,  planting  corn  in  Creek 
and  Choctaw  Nations.  Cooper  at  Cole  Creek,  85  miles  from  Fort  Smith ; 
Colonel  Watie  at  Scnllyville  and  Poteau  Fiver;  McIntosh  at  North 
Fork;  General  Steele  commands  at  Fort  Smith  ; Carroll  and  Brooks  at 
Ozark.  Cabell,  who,  with  the  others,  i)roposed  taking  Fayetteville, 
has,  I learn,  abandoned  the  idea  when  they  learned  I was  prepared  to 
support  Fayetteville.  All  the  country  on  this  side  of  White  Eiver  hills 
is  denuded  of  forage.  There  is  plenty  of  it  in  the  valley  of  White 
Kiver. 

1 can  take  Fort  Smith  and  drive  everything  out  of  the  Indian  Nation 
if  the  force  below  does  not  come  upon  me.  The  Indians  are  greatly 
distressed  about  returning  the  refugees  to  their  homes.  The  interest  of 
the  Government,  as  well  as  of  these  people,  suffers  by  the  delay.  Have 
issued  district  orders  condemning  bushwhackers  not  regularly  in  the 
Confederate  service  to  hard  labor  on  fortifications  or  public  works 
during  the  war. 

Indian  command  improving  in  discipline  and  appearance  ; First  Kegi- 
ment  being  drilled  every  day  ; have  now  great  hopes  it  may  become  as 
good  as  the  Third.  Stock  low,  but  better  than  1 expected. 

The  horses  of  the  Arkansas  troops  are  nearly  used  up.  Colonel  Har- 
rison can  only  mount  about  100  men. 

Eeport  of  court-martial  has  not  yet  reached  us;  need  it.  Expect 
ammunition  by  next  train  from  Fort  Scott;  need  it;  sent  requisitions. 

In  the  Magazine  Mountains  numbers  of  loyal  men  are  anxiously  wait- 
iug  the  approach  of  the  Union  Army  to  join  it.  Good  loyal  sentiment 
in  Arkansas.  Much  sufiering,  both  hei’e  and  in  the  Nation.  The 
country  is  sweiit  bare  of  everything.  Grass  for  stock  now  in  Arkansas 
Valley. 

Eespectfully, 


WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Kansas  Eegiment, 

Camp  Vandever^  March  19,  1803. 
[Commayiding  Officer  District  of  Eastern  Arhansas  ;] 

General:  I have  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  you  a communication 
addressed  Commanding  Officer  United  States  Forces,  Helena,  Ark.,” 
brought  to  my  camp  by  a flag  of  truce,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Stevenson,  adjutairt  C.  S.  Army.  I have  receipted  for  said  communi 
cation,  and  await  further  orders.  The  lieutenant  is  anxious  to  return 
as  soon  as  possible,  but  I do  not  feel  myself  authorized  to  dismiss  him 
until  I hear  from  you.  Will  not  this  flag  of  truce  make  it  inappropriate 
for  our  scout  to  start  to-morrow  % 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

POWELL  CLAYTON, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Eegiment 

[In  closure.] 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Little  Eoch,  March  13,  1803. 
Commanding  Officer  United  States  Forces^  llelena^  Arlc.: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  under  flag  of  truce  an  offi- 
cial communication  to  Acting  Eear- Admiral  1).  1).  Porter,  commanding 
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Mississippi  Squadron,  which  I will  thank  you  to  have  forwarded  to  its 
destination.  An  additional  copy  of  the  same  I hereby  inclose  for  your 
own  information  as  to  the  subject  of  the  communication. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

IAcute7iant- General j Commanding  Trans~Mississi]^][)i  Department. 


[Sub-InclosTire.] 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Little  BocJc,  March  12,  18G3. 
Acting  Kear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter  : 

Sir  : 1 have  received  a paper  said  to  have  been  posted  in  the  village 
of  Columbia,  by  your  direction,  in  the  following  words : 

NOTICE. 

Persons  taken  in  the  act  of  firing  on  unarmed  vessels  will  he  treated  as  highway- 
men and  assassins,  and  no  quarter  will  he  shown  them. 

Persons  strongly  suspected  of  firing  on  unarmed  vessels  will  not  receive  the  usual 
treatment  of  prisoners  of  war,  but  will  be  kept  in  close  confinement.. 

If  this  savage  and  barbarous  Confederate  custom  cannot  be  put  a stop  to,  we  will 
try  what  virtue  there  is  in  hanging. 

All  persons,  no  matter  who  they  are,  who  are  caught  in  the  act  of  pilfering  the 
houses  of  the  inhabitants  along  the  river,  levying  contributions,  or  in  burning  cotton 
will  receive  no  quarter  if  caught  in  the  act,  or  if  it  can  be  proved  upon  them. 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

It  is  inferred  from  this  that  you  maintain : 

1st.  The  capture  of  enemy’s  property  is  not  a legitimate  belligerent 
right. 

2d.  That  it  makes  no  difference  that  the  property  is  on  transports  en 
route  for  the  enemy’s  camp  and  consists  of  military  supplies. 

3d.  That  a belligerent  combatant  or  non-combatant  has  no  right  to 
destroy  his  own  property  to  prevent  it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  usages  of  civilized  nations  in  war 
will  not  be  respected  in  this  age  of  the  world. 

Under  the  circumstances  no  remedy  remains  except  to  notify  you  that, 
for  every  violation  of  the  rights  of  prisoners  under  the  order  cited,  re- 
taliation will  be  visited  in  kind,  reserving  the  privilege  of  selecting  as 
its  subjects  those  who  are  most  prominent  in  violating  the  laws  of  war, 
and  without  regard  to  rank. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieut.  Gen.,  Provisional  Army  C.  8.,  Comdg.  Trans-Miss.  Dept. 


Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Camp  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  Mai'ch  20,  1803. 

Capt.  H.  C.  Eillebrown, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : I reached  General  McNeil’s  headquarters  at  noon  yesterday, 
and  find  tbere  the  Second  Missouri,  the  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  four 
companies  Thirty-second  Iowa,  and  Welfley’s  battery.  Four  companies 
Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry  will  come  in  this  morning;  four  companies 
more  in  a day  or  two.  General  McNeil  has  now  all  the  troops  he  wishes. 
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Welfley’s  battery  is  in  great  need  of  horses,  as  many  have  died  from  the 
battery.  In  case  of  necessity.  General  McNeil  will  move  the  heavy  guns 
with  mules  or  oxen. 

The  Fourth  Missouri,  as  usual,  complain  that  they  have  nothing  at  all 
to  march  on,  and  are  the  most  abused  of  men.  It  was  with  difficulty 
they  could  be  gotten  away  from  the  Gape.  The  other  troops  are  well 
supplied  for  the  most  part. 

From  the  most  reliable  information,  it  is  asceftained  by  the  general 
that  Marmaduke  is  at  Pitman’s  Ferry,  on  Current  River,  with  4,000  men 
and  nine  pieces.  He  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  idea  of  crossing  at 
Chalk  Bluff,  as  General  McNeil  destroyed  a very  large  ferry-boat  which 
Marmaduke  was  building,  and  a very  large  supidy  of  bacon  and  corn 
which  he  had  stored  at  the  ferry.  Hence  he  has  gone  to  Pitman’s,  53 
miles  below  Greenville.  The  evident  intention  of  the  rebels  is  to  get 
into  the  bottoms  between  here  and  Chalk  and  Poplar  Bluffs,  which  are 
now  very  rich  in  corn.  There  has  also  been  a great  deal  hauled  in  to  the 
roads  from  the  neighboring  country,  evidently  for  the  consumption  of 
Marmaduke’s  army,  thus  showing  plainly  that  his  intention  must  be  to 
get  in  there  so  as  to  live,  his  army  being  now  in  an  almost  starving 
condition. 

General  McNeil  sent  his  adjutant  last  evening  to  recounoiter  between 
here  and  Poplar  Bluff,  so  as  to  see  if  it  is  possible  for  us  to  occupy 
ibat  position,  and  dispute  with  the  enemy  the  passage  of  Black  River. 
If  it  is.  General  McNeil  will  immediately  occupy  there.  The  adjutant 
will  also  encounter  the  enemy’s  pickets,  and  capture  some,  so  as  to  ob- 
tain information  of  their  numbers  and  movements.  In  case  of  an  action 
taking  place  here,  it  would  seem  to  me  that  I could  be  of  much  more 
service  to  General  Davidson  by  remaining  on  the  spot  and  taking  part, 
that  I might  report  personally  what  takes  place,  than  by  returning  now, 
while  matters  of  such  importance  are  going  on.  I consequently  take  the 
liberty  of  remaining  here  a few  days,  until  I see  what  preparations  are 
made  and  how  matters  are  conducted.  If  an  engagement  is  imminent, 
I will  remain  and  take  part,  unless  otherwise  ordered.  The  troops  are 
m good  health  and  spirits. 

Matters  at  Cape  Girardeau  are  much  improved  j as  a citizen  there  in- 
formed me,  they  have  stepped,  in  one  day,  from  purgatory  to  heaven. 
Confidence  and  good  feeling  are  restored. 

Awaiting  such  orders  as  the  general  commanding  may  have  to  com- 
municate, or  the  transpiring  of  important  events  at  this  post,  I have  the 
honor  to  remain,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

^ T.  S.  OLAEKSON, 

Lieutenant  and  A ide  de- Camp. 


Hdqrs.  8th  and  9th  Dists.,  Dept,  op  the  Missouri, 

In  the  Field,  Gamp  Moonlight,  Arlc.,  March  20,  18G3. 
Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

Sir  : For  forage  and  other  necessaries,  I moved  from  Bentonville,  IG 
miles  southwest,  to  this  point  j am  a little  nearer  Fayetteville ; can  reach 
the  Nation  more  easily,  and  am  able  to  run  Hildebrand’s  Mill,  20  miles 
west,  the  only  good  mill  left  in  the  Nation.  I stationed  three  compa- 
nies at  Hildebrand’s,  where  the  Indian  soldiers  are  throwing  up  some 
small  earthworks  for  its  defense.  It  is  in  the  l)ine  region , about  50  miles 
from  Fort  Gibson.  The  mill  is  a saw  mill,  and  I expect  to  get  the  lumber 
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there  for  any  ferry-boats  or  temporary  bridges  I may  have  to  make,  the 
work  being’  done' chiefly  by  soldiers  or  bushwhackers  sentenced  to  labor 
on  public  works  during  the  war. 

1 am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  discipline  of  the  Indian  forces  has 
very  much  improved.  The  First  Indian  Eegiment,  which  I had  almost 
despaired  of,  after  it  was  added  to  my  command,  is  now  being  drilled 
and  taught  every  day,  and  is  learning  raiiidly.  They  go  through  the 
common  evolutions,  by  comjiany  or  battalion,  very  creditably.  The  Third 
has  always  had  schools  of  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers, 
a ud  I have  been  establishing  them  in  the  First  and  Second.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Dole,  now  in  command  of  the  First,  is  working  in  a creditable 
manner  to  secure  these  results. 

The  general  health  of  the  command  is  better  than  it  has  ever  been 
since  the  Indian  regiments  were  organized.  The  small-pox  broke  out 
a few  weeks  ago  and  caused  some  alarm,  but  has  not  exceeded  twelve  or 
fifteen  cases,  three  or  four  fatally.  I have  a quarantine  hospital  1 mile 
from  Hildebrand’s  Mill,  and  strict  sanitary  regulations  in  camp.  Dr. 
Maynard,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  was  appointed  medical  director,  and 
I am  getting  hospital  and  sick  arrangements  in  better  shape.  We  are 
vaccinating  throughout  the  command  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

I have  been  a good  deal  embarrassed  by  the  crowds  of  starving  refu- 
gees from  the  Nation,  or  driven  from  the  enemy’s  lines.  The  condition 
of  my  transportation  drove  me  to  the  necessity  of  being  very  cautious, 
and  while  I have  not  been  able  to  relieve  all  positive  suffering,  I have 
done  what  I could. 

The  rebels  south  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver  have  been  giving  the  Choc- 
taws and  Creeks  corn  and  clothing,  even,  to  keep  them  from  turning 
over  to  the  Government,  as  many  of  them  have  agreed  to  do  in  my  com- 
munications with  them.  A small  amount  of  means  used  now  would  save 
a Creek  and  Choctaw  regiment  (one  of  each),  which  we  may  otherwise 
have  to  fight  this  summer. 

The  Cherokees,  whose  demonstrations 'of  loyalty  last  summer  were 
jiartly  instrumental  in  plunging  them  in  their  present  misery,  are  sin- 
cerely loyal,  but  very  much  grieved  because  the  refugees  have  not  been 
sent  back  to  the  Nation,  as  promised  them.  I have  been  extremely  care- 
ful not  to  promise  them  anything,  only  what  I could  perform,  but  they 
seem  to  hold  me  accountable  for  the  promises  of  others. 

I write  this  for  your  information,  and  for  the  information  of  the  De- 
partment. 

March  is  the  planting  month  in  the  Indian  Nation,  and  no  crops  are 
secure  planted  after  that  time.  Not  only  as  a question  of  justice  to 
them,  but  policy  as  to  holding  and  occupying  the  country,  makes  the 
restoration  and  raising  of  a crop  desirable.  Absent  refugees  will  not 
give  us  tl^e  Indian  country,  save  as  an  army  covers  it.  The  gates  of  Texas 
may  be  opened  through  the  Indian  country,  in  a country  of  friends,  if 
it  is  judiciously  and  actively  done.  I feel  that  I am  but  doing  my  duty 
as  an  officer  of  the  Government  in  urging  instant  action  in  such  mat- 
ters, and  informing  you  of  what  presents  itself.  It  would,  indeed,  be  a 
great  misfortune  if  any  disaster  should  now  happen  to  us  in  the  Indian 
Nation. 

During  the  winter  I have  held  the  line  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver  from 
Clarksville  to  Fort  Gibson,  my  scouts  and  expeditions  touching  it  every 
few  days,  and  my  force  here  holding  the  enemy  in  check.  There  are 
very  many  loyal  men  in,  Arkansas  besides  the  two  regiments  in  the 
district  at  Fayetteville.  I am  assured  that  one  or  two  others  could 
be  raised,  raw,  of  course,  at  lirst,  but  making  good  soldiers  in  the  end. 
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and  taken  from  those  the  enemj^  would  co!)S(a  ii)t.  1 am  still  of  opinion, 
as  stated  in  a former  eommunication,  that  at  least  one  regiment  of  other 
troops  should  be  with  them.  Here  in  my  two  districts,  in  the  face  of 
the  enemy,  and  skirmishing  all  winter,  I have  had  very  little  save  troops 
raised  in  the  Indian  Nation  and  Arkansas. 

The  lack  of  transportation  is  my  greatest  embarrassment.  I designed 
going  to  Fort  Gibson  March  5,  and  throwing  up  earthworks  to  defend 
it,  making  the  post  my  commissary  depot.  As  T was  interdicted  from 
doing  so,  I am  anchored  where  my  commissary  train  arrived.  I have 
sent  it  back,  as  it  could  not  stay,  and  put  all  the  commissaries’  [stores] 
1 could  not  haul  in  the  post  at  Hildebrand’s.  That  point  cannot  now  be 
attacked  in  force  ; besides,  I support  it  and  Fayetteville,  and  am  able 
to  move. 

With  profound  respect,  I remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Lonis,  March  31,  18G3. 

These  districts  being  now  within  Major-General  Blunt’s  command, 
this  report  is  respectfully  referred  for  his  information. 

Colonel  Phillips  will  hereafter  make  reports  through  Major-General 
Blunt. 

By  order  of  Ma  jor-General  Curtis  : 

II.  Z.  CURTIS, 

A ssis ta n t A djnta7it-G en era.  1. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  op  the  Frontier, 

Camp  071  Ja7nes  Forlc,  2 7niles  north  of  White  Itirer,  Alar  eh  21, 18G3. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Marsh,  Chief  of  Staff: 

I have  been  suddenly  water-bound  by  both  White  and  James  Rivers, 
but  think  that  to-morrow  I will  get  over  the  former  under  difSculties. 
Colonel  Kent,  at  Forsyth,  importunes  me  for  assistance.  I go,  but  must 
take  the  south  side  for  forage,  unless  instructed  by  you  to  the  contrary. 
I will  arrange  an  attack  cautious  on  Yellville,  which  seems  to  be  the 
next,  now  interfoHng  with  the  Forsyth  people.  I have  already  scoured 
the  country  to  B^erry  ville.  No  rebels ; but  have  a forage  train  on  south 
side  which  I cannot  get  over,  for  high  water  suddenly  interi)Osed.  Tell 
the  general  I hope  he  is  in  command,  at  least  enough  to  take  me  with 
him.  We  have  heard  of  Sumner’s  death,  and  are  expecting  to  hear 
that  he  commands  the  department. 

WM.  WPIER, 

Colo7iel,  Commanding  Diviskm. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Frontier, 

ItoHa,  Mo.,  March  21,  1SG3. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  Totten, 

Co7ndg.  2d  I)iv.,  Ana/y  of  the  Frontier,  Camp  on  Elk  Creek  ; 
General:  It  is  still  reported  that  Marmaduke  intends  making 
another  raid  in  some  direction  ; what,  does  not  api)ear.  He  may  possi- 
bly attempt  to  pass  between  your  division  and  White  River,  for  the 
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purpose  of  attacking  Forsyth  in  the  rear.  This  would  be  compara- 
tively easy,  now  that  the  Third  Division  has  moved  east.  It  will  be 
necessary  for  you  to  watch  that  region  of  country  carefully. 

You  are  authorized  to  move  your  division  for  forage  whenever  it  shall 
become  necessary,  and  in  whatever  direction  you  find  it  exiiedient,  keep- 
ing in  view,  however,  the  necessity  I have  mentioned  of  guarding  the 
passes  between  the  position  you  may  occupy  and  White  Eiver. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Cam])  Gladden  Valley.,  Mo.,  March  21,  18G3. 

Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Frontier : 

Colonel:  I am  directed  by  the  colonel  commanding  the  division  to 
inform  you  that  he  has  taken  all  the  available  cavalry  force  of  the  divis- 
ionj  and  started  after  the  party  of  whom  Lieut.  Col.  J.  McYulta  speaks 
in  the  inclosed  report.*  Also  three  pieces  of  artillery,  and  six  days’ 
rations  for  the  men,  in  Wagons. 

After  joining  with  the  different  scouting  parties  now  out,  his  whole 
force  will  be  between  700  and  800.  It  is  the  intention  to  attack  the 
party  of  rebels  said  to  be  on  Spring  Eiver,  and  to  gain  more  definite 
information  of  Marmaduke’s  whereabouts. 

There  are  indefinite  rumors  in  circulation  that  the  force  left  at  For- 
syth have  been  attacked  by  a party  of  rebels,  with  artillery,  &c.,  from 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  killing  12  of  the  Nineteenth  Iowa,  and 
sinking  all  the  ferry-boats.  If  such  is  the  case,  the  presumption  is  that 
you  have  been  informed  of  the  fact  ere  this. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  McQueen, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  8th  and  9th  Dists.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

In  the  Field,  Camp  Tom.  Moonlight,  March  21,  1863. 
Major-General  Blunt: 

Sir  : I have  so  far  heard  nothing  from  you  since  your  first  general 
letter  of  instruction.  From  Dr.  Gillpatrick  I have  not  heard.  The 
refugees  at  Neosho  send  heart-rending  appeals  to  me.  Twice  the  In- 
dian officers  have  signed  an  earnest  appeal.  I read  your  first  letter  to 
them,  and,  after  waiting  two  weeks,  they  sent  a most  earnest  protest 
against  Major  Harlan  and  the  Indian  Department  (which  I forwarded). 
The  truth  is,  something  has  got  to  be  done  promptly,  or  the  interest  of 
the  Government  in  the  Indian  Nation  will  suffer.  So  far,  their  confi- 
dence in  me  has  made  them  wait,  but  it  places  me  in  a condition  at  once 
critical  and  embarrassing.  I think  I can  keep  the  most  of  them  all 
right,  but  our  interests  south  of  the  Arkansas  are  suffering.  Hours  are 
precious.  I am  now  near  Illinois  Eiver,  midway  between  Fayetteville 
and  Hildebrand’s  Mill.  I am  able  to-day  to  clean  out  Fort  Smith,  and 
all  above  it,  and  hold  Fort  Gibson,  reaching  into  the  Greek  and  Glioc- 
taw  Nation.  I wait  orders  to  move,  and  am  willing  to  take  upon  myself 
all  the  responsibility.  I sent  Captain  Anderson  with  the  pay-roils  to 
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give  the  paymaster,  if  he  meets  him,  or  to  carry  them  to  Leavenworth. 
All  the  other  troops  have  been  paid  j let  me  urge  that  these  be.  The 
condition  of  my  force  has  much  improved.  The  general  health  of  the 
Indian  command  never  was  so  good.  Small-pox  broke  out,  but  we  have 
quarantine  hospitals,  and  keep  it  down  very  well.  The  discipline  of  the 
whole  force  has  much  improved  since  Colonel  Wattles  and  Major  Elli- 
thorpe  left.  The  Creek  regiment  has  steadily  improved.  The  whole 
three  regiments  drill  every  day  when  not  marching.  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Dole  is  making  a good  officer.  Schools  of  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers have  been  created.  The  Second  Eegiment  is  now  nearly  as  good 
as  the  Third,  and  the  First  is  rapidly  catching  up.  The  First  is  nearly 
as  good  as  the  Third  was  when  you  saw  it,  and  the  Third  is  as  good  as 
any  regiment  in  the  service.  The  progress  of  the  First  gives  me  great 
pleasure,  for  I had  nearly  despaired.  When  you  come  down  I will  show 
them  to  you.  It  is  now  the  21st  of  March  j there  is  grass  in  the  valley 
of  the  Arkansas.  The  stock  in  the  valley  is  liable  to  be  driven  away. 
My  scouts  and  parties  have  touched  the  Arkansas  Kiver  every  few  days 
all  winter,  holding  the  line  from  Clarksville  up,  but  they  cannot  be 
everywhere,  and  my  stock  is  too  much  used  up  for  efficient  work  of 
that  kind.  There  is  a telegraph  to  Fayetteville  j telegraph  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 


Cape  Girardeau,  [March]  21, 1863. 

General  J.  W.  Davidson, 

Comdg.  Saint  Louis  JDist.^  Planters’’  House j Saint  Louis  : 


General  McHeil  sends  me  dispatch  to-night  stating  that  Marmaduke’s 
advance  camped  at  Cane  Creek,  7 miles  from  Poplar  Bluff,  last  W ednes- 
day  night.  He  sent  his  adjutant  with  50  men  to  reconnoiter  on  Thurs- 
day noon,  but  has  not  heard  from  him  since.  He  calls  very  anxiously 
for  my  regiment  to  defend  the  crossing  of  Castor  Eiver,  and  fears  the 
enemy  may  cut  off  his  supplies  and  communication  with  this  place.  He 
says  there  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  the  ground  to  prevent  this.  Cane 
Creek  is  south  of  Eeeves’  Station. 

Eespectfully, 


E.  E.  LIVINGSTON, 

Colonel,,  Commanding. 


< Springfield,  March  22,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

An  intelligent  scout  just  arrived  from  Texas  reports  large  bodies  of 
Union  men  lying  out  in  the  bush,  anxiously  awaiting  an  advance  of  the 
Federal  army.  There  are  but  two  companies  of  cavalry  at  ArkadeL 
phia.  Ark.,  and  about  the  same  at  Centre  Point.  A force  of  700  was 
concentrating  at  Eoseville,  with  the  intention  of  attacking  Fayetteville. 

On  the  20th  of  February  a fight  occurred  at  Cad^s  Gap  between  a 
party  of  rebels  and  Union  men,  called  by  the  rebels  outlayers,  in  which 
the  rebels  lost  7 killed ; tbe  Union  party,  9 killed  and  io  taken  pris- 
oners, of  whom  three  were  hanged. 

Most  all  of  the  Texas  troops  were  being  concentrated  at  Fort  Washita. 
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He  re])resents  that  a majority  of  the  people  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
Confederacj^  has  played  out,  while  others  are  enthusiastic  over  the  ex- 
pected return  of  Price. 

Respectfnllj^,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  CLOUD, 

Colonel,  Com  m anding. 


Hdqrs.  8th  and  9tii  Dists.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

In  the  Field,  [Mareh  22, 18G3.] 

Major-General  Blunt  : 

I inclose  a very  singular  set  of  documents,  being  part  of  negotiations 
entered  into  by  Colonel  Harrison.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  I have 
quashed  the  thing.  So  far  I have  been  able  to  keep  very  good  relations 
with  these  Arkansas  fellows,  but  they  have  misconstrued  my  civility 
into  fear.  Harrison  is  a man  I thinli  probably  well  of,  but  a little  weak. 
I think  he  can  be  got  to  do  good  work.  1 inclose  it  for  your  informa- 
tion. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 

[Inclosures. J 

Headquarters  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Arh.,  March  14,  1863. 

Commanding  Officer  United  States  Forces  at  Fayeiteville : 

Sir  : The  bearer  of  this  letter,  Cai)t.  J.  F.  Crosby,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  goes  to  your  headquarters,  under  a Hag  of  truce,  with  certain 
communications.  He  is  fully  empowered  to  make  arrangements  with 
reference  to  the  matters  treated  of.  I commend  him  to  your  favorable 
consideration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 
Brigadier- General,  C.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Stii  and  9tii  Dists.,‘Dept.  of  the  Missouri, 

In  the  Field,  Camp  Moonlight,  Arh.,  March  21,  1863. 

Memorandum  of  an  agreement  entered  into  between  Col.  M.  LaEue  Har- 
rison, U.  S.  Volunteers,  commanding  at  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  and  Capt. 
J.  F.  Crosby,  assistant  adjutant-general,  C.  S.  Army,  as  the  agent  and 
representative,  under  a Hag  of  truce,  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Steele, 
C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Deiiartment  of  the  Indian  Territory,  viz  : 

1st.  On  the  application  to  the  proper  authorities,  families  are  per- 
mitted to  remove  without  the  lines  of  either  force,  provided  that,  when 
an  election  has  been  made  to  so  remove,  such  removal  shall  be  deemed 
permanent. 

2d.  Families  availing  themselves  of  the  privilege  herein  granted  shall 
be  permitted  to  carry  with  them  their  x^orsonal  effects,  and  all  articles 
(not  being  contraband  of  war)  necessary  for  their  convenience  and  com- 
fort, subsistence,  &c.,  while  en  route  from  one  line  to  the  other.  They 
shall  be  allowed  to  purchase  or  hire  the  necessary  transportation  for  the 
purxioses  herein  indicated,  and  all  hired  transportation  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  return. 
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3d.  For  the  protectiou  of  such  families,  their  effects,  aud  trausporta- 
tion,  a safe  conduct  from  one  line  to  the  other,  in  all  cases,  shall  be 
given. 

4th.  A i)ublic  notification  of  the  agreement  hereby  shall  be  given  at 
the  respective  headquarters  herein  represented  within  three  days  from 
the  signing  thereof. 

Entered  into  this  17th  day  of  March,  18G3,  at  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

M.  LA  RUE  HARRISON, 

Colonel  First  Arlmnsas  Cav.^  Comdg.  Post  at  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

J.  F.  CROSBY, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  C.  8.  Army,  Fepartment  of  the  Indian  Territory. 

Hdqes.  Sth  and  9th  Dists.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

In  the  Field,  Camp  Moonlight,  Ark.,  Mareh  21,  1863. 
Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison, 

Commanding  Post,  Fayetteville,  Ark. : 

Sir  : Your  messenger  last  night  brought  me  your  negotiation  be- 
tween you  and  rebel  officers.  If  it  had  been  iiroper  to  enter  into  such 
negotiations  at  all,  it  would  have  been  the  correct  course  for  you  to  re- 
fer all  communications  affecting  such  matters  to  these  headquarters,  as 
commander  of  the  post  at  Fayetteville,  subject  to  my  orders.  I regret 
that  you  should  have  comiilicated  any  portion  of  my  command  with  pro- 
posals so  dangerous  to  the  interests  and  dignity  of  the  Government. 

In  the  first  place,  the  rebels  are  evidently  iireparing  for  a stampede 
to  Red  River,  and  it  can  be  no  part  of  the  policy  of  a Government  offi- 
cer to  permit  disloyal  citizens  to  crowd  into  Texas  after  them,  with  their 
property,  to  strengthen  their  tottering  cause.  "Neither  do  I believe  for 
a moment  that  they  would  permit  loyal  men  in  South  Arkansas  and 
Texas  to  bring  their  families  and  property  here  unmolested.  They  are 
holding  them  now  in  an  iron  despotism,  and  the  proposal  is  as  treach- 
erous as  it  is  unfair. 

While  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  recognized  the  rebel 
army  as  having  belligerent  rights  to  negotiate  exchanges,  it  is  utterlj' 
inadmissible^r  any  one  assuming  to  be  the  representative  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  authorize  persons  to  cross  and  recross  any  boundary  line, 
whether  it  be  the  Arkansas  or  Red  River,  and  permanently  remain  as 
two  distinct  nationalities  on  either  side.  Of  this  insidious  attempt  at  a 
geographical  demonstration,  I am  happy  in  being  able  to  assure  you 
that  the  Government  has  never,  for  a moment,  authorized  any  military 
officer  in  this  district  to  make  or  receive  a proposal  so  dangerous.  Our 
duty  is  in  the  field.  The  so-called  articles  of  agreement,”  with  my 
indorsement  on  them  rejecting  them,  you  will  send  back  to  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Fort  Smith. 

I regret  that  you  should  again  have  permitted  rebel  officers  bearing 
a flag  of  truce  to  come  within  your  lines.  I distinctly  notified  you  when 
it  occurred  before  that  it  must  not  be  permitted  to  occur  again. 

In  reference  to  your  other  negotiations  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners, 
I inclose  you  a copy  of  the  cartel  adopted  [illegible]  Landing,  which 
governs  it.  When  you  have  prisoners  to  exchange  you  will  notify  me, 
and  I will  give  the  commanding  officer  of  any  Confederate  forces  in  the 
vicinity  who  has  exchanges  to  make  an  opportunity  from  time  to  time 
to  exchange  at  such  places  in  the  district  as  may  be  suitable  for  them 
and  for  me.  The  negotiations  which  you  have  thought  proper  to  make 
for  the  district  are  sent  back  rejected.  I shall  cheerfully  furnish  all 
proper  facility  to  exchange  prisoners,  but  can  never  consent  to  parole 
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prisoners  and  let  them  run  loose  in  my  cami>,  subsisted  by  us  until 
exchanged. 

I regret  most  profoundly,  colonel,  anything  which  might  disturb  the 
hearty  co-operation  we  both  owe  the  Government,  and  desire  that  the 
anxiety  I may  have  exhibited  to  cultivate  it  nlay  not  be  misconstrued 
as  a wish  on  my  part  to  shift  any  of  the  responsibilities  imposed  on  me. 
I am,  with  respect, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Eegiment  Colorado  Volunteers, 

Fort  Lyon,  Colo.  {Old  Fort  Wise),  March  22,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  V.  Sumner, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri ; 

General  : Believing  that  you  will,  upon  assuming  command  of  the 
Department  of  the  Missouri,  wish  to  know  the  situation  of  military 
matters  in  Colorado,  I take  the  liberty  of  writing,  and  shall  try  and 
give  you  a correct  idea  of  what  we  have  and  what  we  need  out  here. 
In  the  first  place,  Colorado  is  strongly  loyal  to  the  Union,  and  her  posi- 
tion is  such  that  no  fear  need  be  apprehended  from  any  outside  attacks, 
and  as  for  the  Indians,  not  the  least  fear  should  be  thought  of. 

There  have  been  raised  in  this  Territory  what  has  been  called  three 
regiments,  but  they  are  somewhat  mixed.  The  force  is  as  follows : First 
Regiment  Colorado  Cavalry,  twelve  companies  ; Second  Eegiment  Col- 
orado Volunteer  Infantry,  eight  companies,  and  one  battery  of  artillery, 
not  armed ; Third  Eegiment  Colorado  Volunteers,  only  five  companies 
full.  These  have  marched  for  the  States,  under  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Curtis,  leaving  some  fractional  companies  here  recruiting 
under  Colonel  Ford  and  Major  Pritchard. 

The  Second  was  raised  under  an  order  given  me  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  at  the  time  the  order  was  given  General  Hunter  then  com- 
manded the  Department  of  Kansas,  and  he,  fearing  that  the  Texans, 
who  were  then  advancing  into  Kew  Mexico,  might  reach  the  Arkansas 
Eiver  by  the  Old  Santa  ¥6  road,  furnished  me  with  1,000  stand  of  arms, 
200,000  ball  cartridges,  and  a battery  of  field  artillery  complete,  all  of 
which  I arrived  with  at  Denver,  Colo.,  on  the  2oth  of  May,  1862.  At 
Saint  Louis,  General  Halleck  manned  the  battery  with  the  Ninth  Wis- 
consin Battery,  150  men,  commanded  by  Captain  Johnson.  Two  sec- 
tions of  this  battery  are  now  at  Fort  Lyon,  Colo.,  and  one  section  at 
Fort  Lamed,  and  as  it  has  been  in  service  a long  time,  well  officered 
and  in  fine  condition,  it  should  be  ordered  into  active  service. 

A few  interested  parties  have  been  very  anxious  to  get  a large  vol- 
unteer force  retained  in  this  Territory,  more  for  speculation  than  any- 
thing else,  and  1 do  hope  they  will  be  disappointed.  There  is  no  more 
necessity  for  troops  at  this  point  than  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  Two  com- 
])anies  of  the  First  Cavalry  at  Fort  Lyon,  one  at  Fort  Garland,  and  one 
at  Camp  Collins,  on  the  overland  mail  line,  are  all  the  troops  required, 
in  my  estimation,  in  Colorado.  All  the  rest  retained  are  to  protect  new 
town  lots,  and  eat  corn,  at  $5.60  per  bushel. 

Eight  companies  of  the  First  Cavalry,  all  of  the  Second  and  Third, 
together  with  the  Ninth  Wisconsin  and  First  Colorado  Batteries,  should 
be  ordered  into  the  States  at  once  for  active  duty.  The  material  of 
these  troops  is  not  excelled  by  any  other  in  the  world,  and,  if  put  into 
service  under  a good  and  active  officer,  will  do  honor  to  any  depart- 
ment. 
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The  First  Eegiment  was  originally  infantry,  but,  when  mounted,  two 
companies  of  fhe  Second  were  transferred  to  it,  leaving  me  with  but 
eight  companies  and  one  battery.  The  officers  being  appointed  by  my- 
self, makes  us  somewhat  independent  of  the  Governor,  and,  I think, 
disposes  him  to  do  us  no  more  than  justice. 

Major  Fillmore,  paymaster,  brings  a report  that  all  my  regiment  is 
ordered  to  the  States,  but  I am  informed  that  General  Curtis  has  or- 
dered one  of  my  companies  to  Fort  Garland  and  one  to  remain  at  Fort 
Lyon.  This,  I hope.  General  Sumner,  will  not  be  allowed  by  you.  I 
wish  my  regiment  together,  if  the  good  of  the  service  does  not  require 
it  to  be  separated.  And  should  you  require  good  mounted  troops,  I can 
assure  you  you  will  find  the  mountain  men  of  the  Second  Eegiment 
Colorado  Volunteers  as  good  material  as  any  to  make  them  from. 

You  will  also  find  the  quartermaster’s  department  out  here  also  a 
little  mixed.  Captain  [S.  H.]  Moer,  of  the  Volunteers,  was  the  assistant 
quartermaster  when  General  Curtis  took  command  of  this  department. 
He  was  relieved  by  Lieutenant  Anderson,  of  the  First  Colorado  Cav- 
alry, but  he,  I believe,  did  not  give  satisfaction  to  the  Department,  and 
Captain  Alley,  of  the  Third  U.  S.  Infantry,  who  has  been  here  for  nearly 
two  years  as  general  disbursing  officer  of  the  War  Department,  has 
been  ordered  to  relieve  him.  If  so,  the  Government  may  be  saved 
thousands. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  LEAVENWOETH, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Second  Colorado  Yolnnteers. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis ^ March  23,  L863. 


Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis, 

Adjutant- General j Department  of  the  Missouri: 

Major  : By  direction  of  the  general  commanding  the  department,  I 
report  briefly  the  location  and  employment  of  the  troops  in  my  district: 
One  regiment  of  infantry  guarding  Pacific  Eailroad ; one  regiment  ot 
infantry  guarding  Iron  Mountain  Eailroad;  one  regiment  of  artillery, 
garrison  of  forts  of  Saint  Louis  ; one  regiment  of  infantry,  provost  and 
prison  guards  of  Saint  Louis  City ; at  New  Madrid,  a fort  and  heavy 
guns,  and  one  regiment  of  infantry ; at  Cape  Girardeau,  four  forts  and 
heavy  guns,  and  one  small  regiment  of  infantry ; at  Pilot  Knob,  and 
operating  from  that  base.  Third  Iowa  Cavalry  (part  of  a regiment), 
Third  Missouri  Cavalry,  Tenth  Missouri  State  Militia,  and  part  of  the 
Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  one  battery  of  four  guns,  on  the  west 
side  of  Saint  Francis  Eiver  to  the  State  line  ; on  the  east  side  of  the 
Saint  Francis  Eiver,  General  McNeil’s  troops,  consisting  of  the  Fourth 
Missouri  Cavalry,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Second  Missouri  State  Mil- 
itia, and  one  battery,. 

Two  columns  are  necessary,  one  on  each  side  of  the  Saint  Francis, 
owing  to  the  swamps  extending  along  the  river,  every  path  through 
which  is  known  to  the  enemy. 

I do  not  believe  any  of  the  above  troops  can  be  spared,  excei)t,  ])roba- 
bly,  the  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry,  after  McNeil’s  operations  are  over. 
I say  the  Fourth  Missouri,  because  the  other  troops  are  more  familiar 
with  the  country. 

The  troops  at  Benton  Barracks  make  a great  show  on  paper,  but  they 
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are  paroled  men  and  incomplete  regiments  that  are  sent  off  as  fast  as 
their  organization  and  equipment  is  made. 

Appended  are  telegrams,  showing  necessity  of  operations  now  going 
on  and  need  of  troops  in  my  district. 

I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  BzAVIDSON, 
Brigadier- Oeneralj  Commanding. 

[Inclosures.] 

Barnesville,  March  21,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson  : 

James  H.  McGhord,  a painter  by  trade,  and  originally  from  Indiana, 
coming  from  Pocahontas,  Ark.,  has  just  entered  our  lines.  lie  left 
Pocahontas  on  the  16tli  instant,  and  crossed  Current  Kiver  some  10 
miles  above  Yau  Buren.  He  reports  Eeves’  and  Oarter^s  band  to  be 
about  250  strong,  combined.  They  are  now  infesting  the  country  lying 
between  Doniphan,  Greenville,  and  Marti nsburg,  and  are  principally 
engaged  in  enforcing  the  conscript  law.  Beves^  men  are  all  dressed  in 
Federal  cavalry  coats.  Colonel  Greene,  with  400  or  500  men  (conscripts) 
stationed  at  Pocahontas. 

Marmaduke^s  force,  including  Colonel  Burbridge’s  regiment,  is  esti- 
mated to  be  2,000  strong.  His  headquarters  are  now  at  Alton,  Oregon 
County,  Missouri,  and  his  command  is  scattered  along  Spring  Eiver 
down  to  Batesville,  Ark.  Marinaduke  is  said  to  have  six  pieces  of 
artillery. 

Will  send  McChord,  under  guard,  to  Pilot  Knob. 

THEO.  IIAETMAKK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel.,  Commanding  Post. 

Cape  Girardeau,  March  22  [21  1863. 

General  J.  W.  Davidson, 

Commanding  District : 

General  McKeil  s'.nids  me  dispatch  to-night,  stating  that  Marma- 
duke’s  advance  camped  at  Cane  Creek,  7 miles  from  Poplar  Bluff,  last 
Wednesday  night.  He  sent  his  adjutant,  with  50  men,  to  reconnoiter 
on  Thursday  noon,  but  has  not  heard  from  him  since.  He  calls  very 
anxiously  for  my  regiment  to  defend  the  crossing  of  Castor  Eiver,  and 
fears  the  enemy  may  cut  off  his  supplies  and  communication  with  this 
place.  He  says  there  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  the  ground  to  prevent 
this.  Cane  Creek  is  south  of  Eeeves’  Station. 

E.  E.  LIVHSTGSTOK, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 

Patterson,  Mo.,  3Iarch  22,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson  : 

This  a.  m.  my  vedettes,  on  the  Doniphan  road,  rejiorted  rumors  of 
rebel  cavalry,  in  large  force,  advancing  from  below  Doniphan  on  that 
place.  Eeport  is  contirmed  by  the  statement  of  one  Penny,  a British  sub- 
ject, refugee  from  White  County,  Arkansas.  Substance  is,  he  passed, 
March  20,  with  three  battalions  and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  under 
Burbridge,  on  the  Pocahontas  road,  en  route  for  Doniphan.  Thpre  are 
two  companies  west  of  Van  Buren,  at  Eleven  Points,  10  miles  from  Van 
Buren ; does  not  know  if  it  is  part  of  Burbridge’s  force ; thinks  not.  He 
could  learn  nothing  of  the  point  Burbridge  wished  to  strike.  This  is 
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the  force  I telegraphed  General  Gray  was  at  Pocahontas.  My  couriers, 
28  miles  south  and  15  miles  on  the  Van  Buren  road,  all  report  rumors 
of  large  force  advancing;  they  are  in  now,  but  start  in  a few  moments. 
Enemy  will* strike  either  at  Eolla  or  this  point;  doubtless  here,  as  the 
other  country  has  no  forage.  I have  200  mounted  infantry  and  18  cav- 
alry. I can  rely  on  them.  I will  have  three  hours’  notice  of  their  ad- 
vance, and  will  obstruct  the  roads.  I have  everything  ready,  and,  if 
pressed,  will  retreat  to  Strong  Battery.  I have  every  confidence  in  the 
command.  On  a false  alarm  to-day,  they  formed,  mounted,  in  three 
minutes.  They  will  sleep  on  their  arms,  which  are  good.  I have  dis- 
patched Colonel  Glover.  The  town,  1 mile  from  here,  is  encircled  on  the 
approaches  by  a cordon  of  sentries.  Owing  to  last  night’s  heavy  rain, 
I deem  it  impossible  for  artillery  to  be  brought  over  the  Saint  Francis. 
I cannot  learn  their  force.  I will  dispatch  you  at  12  m. 

n.  L.  McCONNEL, 

Major,  Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

March  23,  1863. 

Colonel  Livingston, 

Commanding  Cape  Girardeau  County : 

Has  the  telegraph  line  been  started  to  Bloomfield  yet  % Send  the  fol- 
lowing by  express  to  General  McE^eil : 

A regiment  of  cavalry  has  been  ordered  to  Poplar  Bluff,  on  the  west  side  of  Saint 
Francis.  If  Marmadukc  comes  up,  keep  yourself  advised,  and  get  in  his  rear,  if  pos- 
sible. I w ant  yon  lo  report  if  a road  cannot  be  made  to  New  Madrid  from  Bloomfield ; 
also  from  Blopmfichl  to  Poplar  Bluff. 

Glover  will  command  the  column  on  the  west  side  of  Saint  Francis, 
when  it  move.'?.  The  cavalry  regiment  leaves  to-morrow^  via  Patterson. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSUHT, 

Brigadier- General. 


Camp  at  Bloomfield,  March  23, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  Davidson, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Louis  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  from  my  scouts  and  spies 
I get  information  leading  me  to  the  conclusion  that  Marmaduke  is  not 
on  this  side  of  Pocahontas,  if  he  has  ever  left  Batesville. 

Lieutenant  Poole,  who  has  been  with  a party  beyond  Pitman’s  Ferry, 
found  Keves,  with  his  guerrillas,  12  miles  beyond  the  ferr}",  acting  as 
advanced  pickets.  Captain  McClanahan  and  Lieutenant  Poole  each 
killed  a picket,  Poole  getting  his  horse  shot. 

There  are  about  1,000  men  at  Gainesville  and  Scatterville,  on  Crow- 
ley’s Eidge.  They  are  badly  armed  and  scattered,  in  order  to  subsist. 
I shall  beat  up  these  quarters  early  this  w^ek. 

I called  on  Colonel  Livingston  for  help  in  the  way  of  infantry.  Find- 
ing soon  that  I would  not  probably  need  it,  I notified  him.  I thought 
it  Marmaduke  crossed  the  Saint  Francis  in  large  force,  while  my  move- 
ments of  artillery  w'ould  be  impeded  by  lack  of  horses,  he  might  cut 
oft  my  communications  with  the  point  of  supjily,  by  getting  between  me 
and  the  Castor.  1 have  now  found  out  how  I can  prevent  that.  You 
will  see  the  report  of  an  observation  of  the  road  by  which  he  must 
come.  If  he  crosses  the  Saint  Francis,  my  point  is  well  indicated,  and 
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I cau  there  hold  three  times  my  force.  I have  sent  a company  of  the 
First  Wisconsin,  with  a good  officer,  to  repair  bridges,  culverts,  and 
mend  the  roads,  that  we  may  get  there  with  least  possible  delay  when 
the  time  comes.  If  he  entertains  any  ideas  of  crossing  at  Chalk  Bluffy 
I will  soon  put  an  end  to  them. 

I inclose  you  copy  of  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pomeroy,*  and 
am,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McNEIL, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Washington,  13.  C.,  March  23, 1863. 
Major-General  Pope,  Milwaukee^  Wis. : 

General  : Your  letters  of  the  12th,  in  regard  to  condemned  Indian* 
prisoners,  and  also  requesting  that  additional  brigadier- generals  be  sent 
to  you,  are  received. 

Your  letters  in  regard  to  the  Indian  prisoners  have  several  times  been 
laid  before  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  always  with  the  same  result.  The 
Department  of  the  Interior  refuses  to  take  charge  of  them,  or  to  furnish 
any  means  for  their  sui)port.  We,  therefore,  have  no  alternative  but  to 
guard  and  feed  them  until  the  President  sees  fit  to  otherwise  dispose 
of  them. 

Brigadier-General  Sibley  has  been  reappointed,  and  is  for  duty  in 
your  department;  as  also  General  Smith,  formerly  of  your  staff.  Gen- 
eral Boberts  will  be  sent  to  you  as  soon  as  he  can  be  replaced  at  Har- 
pePs  Ferry.  Probably  another  will  also  be  sent.  But  three  brigadier- 
generals  are  a full  proportion  for  the  number  of  your  troops.  In  all  the 
departments  brigades  are  commanded  by  colonels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  March  24,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief: 

General  : Pursuant  to  your  letter  marked  official,  and  directed  to 
the  late  General  Sumner,  as  commander  of  this  department,  I have  di- 
rected a change  in  the  destination  of  the  Fourth  Missouri  and  First 
Wisconsin  Cavalry,  from  General  Grant  to  General  Eosecrans.  I have 
sent  the  Marine  Brigade,  under  General  Ellet,  and  eight  regiments, 
under  General  Carr,  and  three  Iowa  regiments,  parts  in  Iowa  and  parts 
in  Benton  Barracks,  await  the  union  contemplated  in  their  orders 
to  move  if  transports  can  be  secured.  I have  only  sent  infantry  and 
artillery,  supposing  these  arms  were  most  available  for  General  Grant; 
and  transports  being  insufficient  for  the  whole,  I send  these  forces  first. 
Every  order  or  request  requiring  troops  from  my  command  has  been 
filled  with  all  the  promptness  possible,  and  to  the  full  extent  of  your 
meaning,  and  whoever  “ reports”  to  the  contrary,  gives  you  false  and 
pernicious  representations.  There  is  an  effort,  as  you  know,  to  get  all 
the  Federal  force  out  of  the  State  (a  consummation  devoutly  desired  by 
me),  and  those  who  cater  to  this  idea  may  make  a showing  of  the  sick. 
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t he  broken  regiments,  and  paroled  prisoners  to  some  etfect ; but,  in  fact, 
my  force  lias  been  relieved  from  battle  to  press  forward  tbrougb  rain 
and  mud  and  snow,  barefooted,  to  meet  your  utmost  expectations. 
When  you  require  me  to  judge  of  numbers  and  destination,  I use  my 
best  judgment.  If  you  interpose  yours,  1 obey.  The  moving  of  Gen- 
eral Steele^s  force  is  no  exception,  as  1 will  show  you  by  the  papers, 
although  you  continually  present  this  as  a mistake  or  insubordination. 
I have  a single  purpose  in  view,  from  which  1 will  not  swerve  during 
Ibis  war  while  I am  kept  in  service,  and  that  is  to  labor  to  the  utmost 
of  my  ability  for  the  success  of  our  arms,  regardless  of  all  consequences 
to  myself.  If  my  services  here  demonstrate  the  least  incomiietency  or 
interference  with  the  rights  of  others,  I should  be  removed.  It  is  no  time 
lor  me  to  accept  personal  favors.  I should  despise  myself  if  I urged 
any  personal  accommodation  which  might  embarrass  your  general  com- 
bination for  the  national  success.  Since  His  Excellency  has  published 
an  order  relieving  me  from  this  command,  I h(  pe  the  untimely  death  of 
the  gallant  Sumner  will  not  prevent  him  from  a consummation  of  his 
])urpose,  and  I have  taken  the  liberty  to  so  request  him,  for  the  order 
being  published  seems  to  augment  the  arguments  in  favor  of  a change. 
However  he  or  you  may  determine  my  position,  I shall  promptly 
obey,  and  cordially  continue  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  accomi:)lish  your 
purposes. 

Just  half  a year  has  transpired  since  I was  assigned  to  this  command. 
You  know,  from  experience,  the  labors  incident  to  it,  and  I am  conscious 
of  having  exerted  my  utmost  ‘efibrts  to  fulfill  my  duty,  which  is  all  a 
just  commander  or  a generous  country  will  require  of  frail  humanity. 

If  we  can  occupy  the  Arkansas  Kiver  with  a torce,  the  troops  needed 
ill  Missouri  will  be  less;  but  it  will  not  do  for  my  successor  to  rely  on 
civil  authority,  while  the  rebels  continue  to  receive  promise  of  some 
returning  wb^e  of  rebellion,  and  the  demon  of  discord  continues  to  reign. 

With  a reasonable  force  and  prudent  successor,  I shall  confidently 
rely  on  the  future  progressive  success  of  the  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  geueral,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAME.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major- Ge7ieral. 


Bloomfield,  Alarch  24, 1863. 

Brigadier- General  Davidson, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Louis  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  state  that  I am  now  well  informed, 
from  several  different  sources,  that  Marmaduke  has  not  left  Batesville. 
He  cannot  move  a numerous  army  in  this  direction  at  present.  Even 
with  the  means  of  transporting  his  subsistence  for  men,  he  would  have 
to  wait  for  the  grass  for  his  horses.  This  will  not  be  high  enough  be- 
fore the  middle  of  April. 

From  400  to  700  of  Jeffers’  and  Clark’s  men  are  scattered  along  from 
Chalk  Bluff  to  Scatterville  and  Gainesville.  I have  spies  amongst  them, 
and  will  get  well  advised  of  situation  and  force.  So  soon  as  the  storm 
now  raging  abates,  I will  move  sufficient  cavalry  to  take  tliem  by  a 
bold  dash.  I shall  also  scour  this  ridge  down  to  the  Arkansas  line,  and 
s|nd  a strong  detachment  into  Mississippi  County  to  bag  some  guer- 
rillas that  have  been  running  riot  there  for  a long  time,  and  to  break  up 
a contraband  trade  between  Lane’s  Landing  and  Bayou  Saint  James. 
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I desire  leave  to  come  to  Saint  Louis  about  the  1st  of  April.  I want  ; 
to  arrange  my  military  family  as  a brigadier,  of  which  I only  have  news-  - ; 
paper  intelligence  5 to  get  my  commission,  and  attend  to  some  impor- 
tant  private  matters,  such  as  breaking  up  my  house  establishment  for 
my  family  to  go  East,  on  account  of  my  wife’s  health,  and  the  consequent  * 
sale  of  my  furniture.  I would  also  like  to  confer  with  you  about  what 
ought  to  be  done  for  the  defense  of  this  country,  and  the  disposition  of 
force  for  the  better  protection  of  it.  Many  things  might  be" explained  ■ 
ill  an  interview  that  are  not  so  easy  to  explain  [in  writing]. 

General  Curtis  promised  me  a respite  from  duty  as  soon  as  matters 
were  settled  in  this  quarter.  If  he  is  still  in  command,  I doubt  not  he  ^ 
will  grant  it.  If  not,  I respectfully  ask  your  kind  intercession  with 
his  successor.  You  know,  should  the  state  of  things  require  it,  I cau 
be  back  here  any  time  in  from  twenty-four  to  thirty-six  hours. ' If  leave  - 
is  granted,  please  notify  me,  via  Cape  Girardeau,  by  telegraph,  and  ■ 
much  oblige  one  who  has  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McNEIL, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Expedition. 


Camp  at  Bloomfield,  March  24, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  telegram 
of  yesterday.  It  came  this  evening  from  the  Cape,  by  the  messenger  of 
Colonel  Livingston.  I notice  the  assignment  of  Colonel  Glover  to  the  ^ 
west  side  of  the  Saint  Francis,  and  will  put  myself  in  communication  ' 
and  act  in  concert  with  him. 

Your  orders  in  regard  to  Marmaduke  will  be  obeyed.  But  I fear  that  ^ 
he  will  not  come  until  Price’s  army  is  organized,  when  Missouri  will  be 
invaded  at  her  least  defended  point,  be  that  where  it  may.  I think  t 
this  is  the  only  direction  in  which  they  can  get  bread  or  forage. 

I send  an  officer  to-morrow  to  survey  the  road  across  East  Swamp  and  M 
Nigger  Wool  to  New  Madrid,  via  Piketon.  By  inquiry  from  citizens,  I '|| 
learn  that  the  turnpike,  or  rather  corduroy  road,  has  been  washed  away  J 
in  many  places,  and  needs  repairing,  and  that  bridges  and  culverts  are  J 
in  the  same  condition.  The  road  from  Piketon  to  New  Madrid  is  tolera-  d 
bly  good,  running  through  a sandy  country.  To  New  Madrid  this  route  || 
is  about  45  miles.  I have  no  doubt  that  the  road  can  be  put  in  order 
soon.  One  hundred  of  the  contraband  negroes  that  I notice  as  occasion-  Jjt 
ally  arriving  at  Saint  Louis  could  be  well  employed  on  the  roads  here-  ip 
abouts,  or  even  double  that  number.  . p 

Toward  Poplar  Bluff  I have  a company  of  the  First  Wisconsin  Oav-  'M 
lary,  engaged  in  repairing  bridges,  culverts,  and  mending  road  this 
side  of  the  Saint  Francis.  I will  direct  the  turnpiking  of  a bad  piece 
of  bottom,  of  three-quarters  of  a mile,  and  the  rendering  of  the  ferry-  S| 
crossing  easier  and  safer  for  teams.  Lieutenant  Poole  reports  that  a 
mile  of  turnpike  at  the  Black  Kiver  will  make  the  road  good  from  the  M 
Saint  Francis  to  the  bluffs.  « 

We  have  had  heavy  rain  for  two  days,  and  our  floating  bridge  at  the  W 
Castor  was  broken  by  the  drift  last  night.  We  lost  only  a small  piece  K 
of  it,  and  will  have  it  all  right  for  our  next  supply  train. 

I start  a party  of  250  for  Arkansas  to-morrow,  under  Major  Torrey  (a  " 
good  leader),  aud  a strong  party,  with  a howitzer  at  the  bluff’,  to  cover 
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their  retreat,  if  they  should  have  to  back  out.  I also  send  another  down 
the  ridge  to  act  in  three  directions,  and  catch  those  who,  driven  from 
Crowley^s  Eidge,  come  across  in  dug-outs  to  the  islands  or  the  main 
land. 

I shall,  by  preventing  their  collection  of  supplies  and  breaking  ui) 
their  scattered  camps  in  this  way,  do  them  much  damage. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McNEIL, 

Colonel j Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  District  Northwestern  Missouri, 

Saint  Joseph,  March  25,  1863. 

Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  since  my  return  to  this  post,  I 
have  information  from  all  parts  of  the  district,  confirming  the  reports 
which  I had  previously  heard  of  preparations  being  made  by  the  rebels 
to  rise  during  the  spring.  Much  evidence  on  this  subject  has  been  for- 
warded to  the  provost-marshal-general  at  Saint  Louis,  and  can  be  fur- 
nished to  the  general  commanding  the  department  by  that  office.  Let- 
ters and  reports  of  spies  all  have  the  same  purport.  An  extensive  secret 
organization,  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Federal  power,  exists  in  the  coun- 
ties upon  the  southern  boundary  of  Iowa,  in  Kansas,  Nebraska,  in  this 
district,  and  south  of  the  Missouri  Eiver.  Price  is  expected  to  re-enter 
this  State  in  force,  coming  through  the  Indian  country,  and,  when  he  is 
within  striking  distance,  a simultaneous  movement  of  the  rebels  in  the 
localities  above^ named  is  to  be  made;  first,  to  obtain  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, and,  n4xt,  either  to  possess  themselves  of  the  country  or  force 
their  way  through  to  Price.  Everything  favors  such  a movement.  The 
United  States  forces  in  this  district  consist  of  my  own  infantry  regi- 
ment, about  400  strong ; two  companies  of  the  First  Colorado  Cavalry, 
under  orders  to  proceed  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  some  recruits  for 
the  Eleventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  now  forming,  who  are  unarmed  and  but 
partly  mounted.  A large  portion  of  the  Enrolled  Militia  are  disloyal ; 
but  few  of  them  are  in  active  service,  and  those  are  so  employed  guard- 
ing their  armories  as  not  to  be  movable.  The  Governor  has  just  ordered 
out  of  active  service  the  companies  of  the  Saint  Joseph  regiment  here- 
tofore on  duty  here.  I have  no  power  to  call  into  active  service  any  of 
the  militia,  and  those  now  in  service  can  be  withdrawn  by  the  State  au- 
thorities at  any  moment. 

The  arms  of  the  militia  Jire  stored  for  the  most  part  at  the  county 
seats  or  iirincipal  towns  of  the  different  counties,  and  are  so  feebly 
guarded  that  they  would  fall  an  easy  prey  to  any  considerable  force  of 
rebels. 

I need  cavalry  here,  good,  wed-trained  cavalry,  to  strike  before  the 
rebels’  plans  are  fully  matured. 

I send  out  a scout  of  50  of  the  Colorado  cavalry  to-morrow,  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Iowa  line  and  apprehend  several  rebel  recruiting  officers 
whose  names  I have. 

I respectfully  suggest  that  the  Governor  of  Iowa  be  requested  to  put 
his  militia  on  the  border  into  the  field,  for  the  lower  tier  of  counties  in 
that  State  is  full  of  refugees  and  recruits  for  the  South. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHESTEE  HAEDING,  Jr., 
Colonel,  Commanding  District  of  Nortlmestern  Missouri. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSj  March  28,  18G3. 

Respectfully  referred  to  His  Excellency  Governor  Gamble,  inviting 
bis  attention  to  the  matter  of  the  Enrolled  Alilitia  and  the  insecure  con- 
dition of  the  State  arms.  Alany  similar  letters  have  been  received,  and 
much  apprehension  dxists  concerning  this  matter  among  the  people  of 
that  vicinity. 

SAME.  E.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 

Saint  Louis,  March  30,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis: 

The  intent  of  the  preparation  for  renewing  the  war  in  Missouri  is  new 
to  me.  I had  information  of  a band  in  Illinois,  and  am  imeparing  to 
demand  the  leader  as  a fugitive  from  justice,  with  the  hope  that  Gov- 
ernor Yates  will  arrest  the  band. 

Governor  Kirkwood  informs  me  of  fugitives,  but  has  not  furnished 
me  with  names.  I send  you  a copy  of  the  letter  in  reply  to  his.* 

In  view  of  possible  trouble  in  Northern  Missouri,  I have  ordered  the 
organization  of  four  regiments  of  picked  men.  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 
I send  copy  of  older  issued  to  one  of  the  district  generals.*  Similar 
oj'der  issued  for  Northwestern  District. 

In  resi)ect  to  arms,  I have  directed  Colonel  Wood,  one  of  my  aides,  to 
proceed  through  Northern  Missouri,  and  cause  all  public  arms  to  be  col- 
lected and  sent  to  depots  to  be  established  at  i)osts  where  a strong  force 
is  always  kept.  This  direction  was  given  in  the  latter  end  of  last  week. 
The  i)urpose  has  been  to  send  home  all  the  Enrolled  Alissouri  Militia, 
except  the  regiments  selected  and  organized  as  provisional  regiments. 
There  will  be  an  earnest  co-operation  with  troops  of  the  United  States 
in  putting  down  any  uprising. 

If  you  approve  of  the  organization  and  calling  out  of  these  selected 
regiments,  you  can  help  me  very  much  by  recommending  to  the  Presi- 
dent to  furnish  the  required  funGs  for  their  expenses. 

H.  R.  GAMBLE. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  AIissouri, 

Saint  Louis ^ April  4,  1863. 

Respectfully  returned,  and  attention  invited  to  indorsements. 

By  command  of  General  Curtis : 

H.  Z.  CURTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  March  23,  1863. 

Col.  William  Week, 

Comdg.  Fjrst  Division.,  Camp  near  Mouth  of  Kbig'^s  Fork: 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  received.  The  troops  at  Forsyth  are 
temporarily  attached  to  your  division,  and  you  will  assume  command 
over  them  accordingly.  You  will  so  dispoSsC  your  troops  as  to  hold  For- 
syth securely  against  any  i)robable  attack.  If  it  be  necessary,  on  ac- 
count of  forage,  cross  a i)art  of  your  division  over  the  river  and  occupy 
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a position  toward  Cairo] Iton  or  Yellville,  where  forage  can  be  had,  but 
no  more  distant  from  Forsyth  than  necessary.  The  advanced  force 
must  guard  against  attack  by  a superior  force,  and,  if  threatened  by 
such  a force,  fall  back  and  hold  the  crossing  at  Forsyth.  The  object  is 
to  protect  the  ferry-boat  and  prevent  the  rebels  from  crossing  north  of 
White  Eiver. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  22.  ] Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  March  25, 1863. 

Pursuant  to  Paragraph  II,  General  Orders,  No.  48,  War  Department, 
Col.  B.  L.  E.  Bonneville,  U.  S.  Army,  is,  in  addition  to  his  other  duties, 
assigned  to  duty  as  commissary  of  musters  for  this  department. 

District  and  army  commanders  will,  as  soon  as  iiracticable,  indicate 
the  officers  to  be  assigned  to  duty  at  their  respective  headquarters  as 
assistant  commissaries  of  musters.  Such  as  have  no  officer  of  the  Eegu- 
lar  Army  (including  additional  aides-de-camp,  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, umler  the  act  approved  August  5, 1861)  under  their  commands  to 
recommend  for  this  duty,  will  report  the  fact,  by  telegraph  or  otherwise, 
that  iiroper  officers  may  be  assigned  as  soon  as  possible. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Curtis : 

H.  Z.  CUETIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Dists.  West.  Ark.  and  Ind.  T.,  Dept,  of  the  Mo., 

In  the  Field,  Camp  Pomeroy,  Arh.,  March  27,  1863. 
Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri: 

Sir  : The  tri-monthly  return  has  been  forwarded.  The  general  health 
in  this  immediate  command  is  good,  although  we  still  have  occasional 
cases  of  small  pox.  By  to-morrow  I think  all  of  the  Indian  regiments 
will  be  vaccinated.  In  all,  there  have  been  about  forty  cases,  eight 
fatal,  since  it  broke  out  six  weeks  ago.  Our  sanitary  regulations  have 
much  improved  the  general  health  of  the  army. 

The  enemy  still  hold  Clarksville,  although  no  point  on  this  side  of 
the  river  above  it.  They  hold  Fort  Smith,  from  which  I could  ver3^ 
easily  dispossess  them,  but  have  been  embarrassed  by  the  Arkansas 
command  at  Fayetteville.  I have  ordered  some  small  earthworks  to 
be  thrown  up  by  the  soldiers  there,  so  that  one  or  two  companies  could 
hold  it  against  guerrilla  bauds  that  might  be  massed  in  force  enough  to 
take  a small  command.  Guerrillas  have  been  pretty  well  driven  out  of 
this  section. 

The  Indian  soldiers  are  exceedingly  anxious  to  move  forward  on  the 
Arkansas  River  and  into  the  Nation,  and  continually  press  it,  as  the 
croiipiug  season  is  wearing. on  and  the  refugees  expected  down. 

I have  sent  scouts  to  Clarksville,  and,  if  the  enemy  attempts  to 
remain  there,  I will  try  and  take  in  Cabell,  and  then  move  up  the  river 
on  Fort  Smith,  the  design  being  to  frustrate  any  attempt  of  the  enemy 
to  reorganize  or  mass  his  forces. 

I have  four  companies  at  Hildebrand’s  Mill,  Cherokee  Nation,  where 
the  upper  iiortion  of  the  Nation  is  iirotected.  I run  the  mill,  hauling 
grain  from  this  section  of  Arkansas,  I have  the  quarantine  hospital 
there.  Many  citizens  of  the  Nation  arc  in  great  suifering  for  breed. 
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The  weather  has  been  fine,  and  the  roads  are  getting  good.  Stock 
reduced  ; indeed,  at  the  post  of  Fayetteville,  very  much  reduced. 

The  report  of  the  Arkansas  command.  Colonel  Harrison,  shows  sev- 
eral things  I have  been  trying  to  correct.  I believe  Colonel  Harrison 
does  the  best  he  can  with  it,  and  I hope  that  a more  rigid  discipline 
may  be  gradually  introduced. 

I am  11  miles  from  Prairie  Grove.  I have  a command  now  at  Hutch 
Mills,  and  an  outpost  at  Dripping  Springs,  and  one  15  miles  from  Clarks- 
ville. These  are  mere  reconnaissances. 

Yery  respectfully, 


WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Berry ville,  Arlc.,  March  29, 1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  or  at  his  headquarters: 

Your  dispatch  of  the  25th  instant  received,  but  behind  time.  After 
much  difficulty,  I Ijave  succeeded  in  crossing  White  Eiver,  it  being 
swollen  by  rains.  I had  completely  exhausted  forage  on  north  side. 
My  advance  at  Carrollton  has  captured  some  rebels,  and  from  them'  and 
others  learn  that  300  or  400  are  concentrating  at  Crooked  Creek,  be- 
tween Carrollton  and  Yellville.  They  are  committing  all  sorts  of  atroci- 
ties on  Union  people. 

To-morrow  early  I will  march  to  Carrollton,  and  next  day  attack 
them  with  a part  of  the  force.*  The  remainder  I will  keep  at  Carrollton, 
foraging.  My  only  fear  is  Marmaduke  getting  from  Batesville  in  my 
rear.  You,  however,  will  see  to  that.  I have  found  more  forage  here 
than  I expected,  and  think  I can  live  in  the  country  a few  days.  We 
have  already  captured  several  leading  guerrillas. . 

WM.  WEEK, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Bivision. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  at  BerryvUle,  Arlc.,  March  29,  1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Kent, 

Commanding  Troops  at  Forsyth  : 

1 am  ill  receipt  of  a telegraphic  communication  from  Major-General 
Schofield,  which  attaches  the  troops  under  your  command  to  my  divis- 
ion temporarily^  I send  you  the  usual  order  in  such  cases.  I propose 
to  leave  you  at  full  liberty  to  discharge,  as  in  your  opinion  best,  the 
duties  of  your  command,  as  I presume  the  attaching  was  made  in  con- 
sequence of  the  fact  that  I am  ordered  south  of  White  Eiver.  You  will, 
therefore,  simply  at  present  carry  out  such  instructions  as  you  have 
received  heretofore. 

I have  had  great  difficulty  in  crossing  White  Eiver,  it  being  swollen, 
and  only  reached  here  to-day.  I,  however,  have  a iiarty  at  Carrollton, 
who  report  to  me  (Sunday)  captured  rebels,  and  from  them  and  others 
have  gathered  the  information  that  a rebel  force  of  some  300  to  400  are 
concentrating  at  Crooked  Creek,  between  Carrollton  and  Yellville.  They 
are  committing  all  sorts  of  atrocities  on  Union  people. 
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To-morrow  early  I will  march  to  Oarrolltou,  and  next  day  attack  them 
with  a part  of  the  force.  The  remainder  I will  keep  at  Carrollton,  for- 
aging. My  only  fear  is  Marmaduke  getting  from  Batesville  in  my  rear. 
You,  however,  will  see  to  that.  I have  found  more  forage  here  than  I 
expected,  and  think  I can  live  in  the  country  a few  days.  We  have 
already  c^tured  several  leading  guerrillas. 

WM.  WEEK, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Bivision. 


Headquaetees  Centeal  Distetct  of  Missouei, 

Jefferson  City.,  March  2^^  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Cuetis, 

Commanding^  d&c..  Saint  Louis.,  Mo. : 

Geneeal:  The  following  telegram  has  just  been  received: 

Independence,  March  28,  1863. 

Gaty  * robbed  to-day  by  guerrillas.  Meyers  and  Henry,  of  Coitipany  E,  killed  ; others 
escaped.  Twenty  negroes  killed, 

W.  R.  PENICK. 

Of  which  I have  forwarded  you  a copy  by  lelegraph. 

I write  this  now  to  say  that  there  can  no  longer  be  any  question  but 
that  the  contest  for  the  supremacy  in  this  State  must  be  made  a war  of 
extermination;  that  is,  one  party,  either  the  loyal  or  the  disloyal,  must 
be  permitted  to  hold  exclusive  possession  of  the  country.  It  is  utterly 
impossible  for  both  parties  longer  to  dwell  together.  The.  guerrillas 
and  the  rebel  sympathizers  are  waging  a relentless,  cruel,  and  bloody 
war  upon  our  unarmed  and  defenseless  citizens,  and  are  determined  to 
continue  it  until  the  last  loyal  citizen  is  murdered  or  is  driven  from  his 
home  to  escape  being  murdered.  The  loyal  citizens  look  to  us  for  pro- 
tection. They  have  a right  to  expect  it,  and  it  is  the  imperative  duty 
of  the  Government  which  we  serve  to  give  them  protection,  and,  on  its 
part,  it  is  the  most  heartless  cruelty  when,  in  its  zeal  to  conciliate  rebels 
and  traitors,  it  allows  the  loyal  citizens  to  be  deliberately  murdered  by 
the  allies  of  the  rebels,  the  guerrillas. 

The  means  that  I have  heretofore  taken  to  furnish  ])rotection  to  our 
friends  in  this  district  (and  which  would  have  succeeded  with  the  loss 
of  much  less  blood  of  outlaws  than  has  been  by  the  acts  of  these  out- 
laws shed  by  honest  men  whom  the  outlaws  have  murdered)  have  been 
so  emphatically  condemned  at  Washington  that  I feel  some  hesitancy 
in  resorting  to  any  stringent  policy  without  first  having  your  sanction. 
If  ordered  “ to  compel  peace  in  my  district,”  in  forty  days  an  honest  man 
can  ride  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other  without  question  or  being  harmed ; 
or,  if  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  indicate  what  steps  in  the  iiremises 
would  be  judicious,  and  will  fix  the  limits  in  which  I may  act,  1 will  feel 
much  obliged. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add  that  the  guerrillas  are  becoming  quite  active 
in  every  port  of  the  district,  and  from  the  north  side  of  the  river  I hear 
frequent  complaints  of  them.  They  are  much  more  active  and  numerous 
than  they  were  this  time  last  year. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

. BEN.  LOAN, 

Brigadier -General^  Missouri  State  Militia. 


Steamer  Sam.  Gat3\ 
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lludorsenient.  [ 

' Saint  Louis.  March  31,  18G3. 

Kespectfully  referred  to  lieadqiiarters,  WasbingtoD,  for  information. 
I have  directed  the  general  to  visit  tbe  perpetrators  with  death  and 
destruction  if  he  can  catch  them.  They  deserve  summary  punishment, 
and  I hope  they  will  have  it  meted  out  to  them. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  March  30,  1863. 

President  Lincoln  : 

General  Scliofield  is  here.  Please  order  him  to  Washington  immedi- 
ately. 

H.  E.  GAMBLE, 

Governor. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

March  30,  1863. 

General  Bartholow,  Glasgow : 

All  right.  I am  misinformed  as  to  tlie  locality  of  Sibley’s  Landing. 
I had  telegraphed  Loan,  who  has,  no  doubt,  telegraphed  commanders 
everywhere.  Death  to  bushwhackers  is  the  order.  Have  a commission 
always  ready  to  try,  determine,  and  execute  immediately,  if  they  are 
unfortunately  taken  alive. 


SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters, 
Greenfield,  Mo.,  March  30,  1863. 

Col.  William  E.  Cloud, 

Commanding  Southivestern  District  of  Missouri : 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  present  to  your  consideration  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  hereabouts  and  the  operations  of  my  command. 

It  is  manifest  that  there  has  been,  in  the  last  week,  quite  an  influx  of 
guerrillas  in  this  vicinity,  particularly  to  the  west  of  Greenfield.  Sev- 
eral new  bands,  but  under  old  leaders,  have  appeared  within  the  last 
few  days,  and  they  exhibit  unusual  activity  aiid  much  familiarity  with 
the  country  and  their  sympathizers.  The  Horse  Creek  region  is  12  or 
15  miles  w^est  of  this.  It  is  there  they  most  frequently  appear.  The 
country  is  open,  and  a spy  is  easily  stationed  on  an  eminence  command- 
ing the  country  for  miles  in  every  direction.  This  prevents  us  from 
getting  on  to  them  suddenly. 

On  Saturday  last,  I chased  a band  of  about  10  or  12  from  this  creek 
to  Bear  Creek,  in  Cedar  County.  There  the  pursuit  became  so  hot  the,^ 
were  forced  to  stand,  rather  than  scatter.  We  charged  them  immedi- 
ately, but,  owing  to  tho  dense  brush  and  jaded  condition  of  our  horses, 
we  were  unable  to  fall  on  them  precipitately.  The  result  was,  they 
scattered  in  great  confusion,  and  every  devil  of  them  struck  for  his 
destiny.  We  ran  one  down  and  killed  him  outright,  capturing  his  horse 
and  arms ; others  seemed  wounded,  but  the  thick  brush  prevented  pur- 
suit, and  it  already  being  dark,  they  made  good  their  escape.  We 
bivouacked  on  the  ground,  and  scoured  the  country  thoroughly,  but 
made  no  discovery.  Our  casualties  were  1 horse  killed  and  1 saber  lost, 
and  about  6 horses  run  down  in  the  chase. 


Chap.  XXXIT.J 


COERESPON])ENCE,  ETC UNION. 


185 


Yesterday  (Sunday)  I chased  West  and  liis  gang  until  .12  o’clock  at 
night.  It  seems  impossible  to  catch  him.  My  men  have  been  on  the 
move  incessantly  through  the  past  week,  until  their  horses  are  com- 
pletely jaded.  i have  at  least  25  men  dismounted,  and  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  get  horses  here. 

1 wish  very  much,  colonel,  if  you  can  possibly  do  it,  that  you  would 
send  the  Second  Battalion,  at  Linden,  out  here,  to  be  divided  between 
Colonel  Crittenden  and  myself.  We  need  them,  and  can  use  them  to 
good  advantage  to  the  country  and  your  district.  The  rebels  are  pass- 
ing almost  daily  to  the  north,  and  trouble  maybe  anticipated  west  and 
northwest.  We  have  to  send  out  heavy  escorts  with  trains  after  forage, 
after  flour,  after  rations,  and  for  everything;  besides,  our  prftrol  guards 
are  heavy.  This  soon  consumes  a battalion  that  is  small. 

I have  frequent  reports  from  Colonel  Crittenden.  He  is  having  a 
lively  time  with  bushwhackers;  says  they  are  numerous.  He  caught 
Walton,  of  Newton  County,  a few  days  since.  I have  him  here  in  irons ; 
will  send  him  up  to  Spriugtield  in  a few  days.  The  scoundrels,  Dan. 
Creach  and  William  Homes,  whom  I sent  to  Springfield  last  week  in 
irons,  gotont  of  prison  next  night,  after  your  provost-marshal  received 
them.  Your  provost  needs  stirring  up.  Creach  and  Homes,  I under- 
stand, stnte  that  they  bribed  the  sentinel.  They  were  12  or  14  miles 
north  of  this  last  Saturday,  jayhawking,  devastating,  &c.  I have  caught 
them  twice,  and  the  third  time  ought  to  suffice. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  r.  PHILIPS, 

Colonel  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


General  Orders,  ( Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  24.  i Saint  Lo^iis,  Mo.,  Mareh  30,  1863. 

I.  The  District  of  Kansas,  Major-General  Blunt  commanding,  is 
hereby  modified  as  follows:  To  extend  south  to  the  Arkansas  Eiver; 
the  eastern  boundary  line  south  of  the  Missouri  Kiver  to  the  east  line 
of  the  western  tier  of  counties  in  Missouri,  and  such  line  prolonged  to 
the  southern  boundary.  Other  districts  are  modified,  and  commanders 
will  report  accordingly. 

II.  Maj.  Gen.  P.  J.  Herron  will  assume  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Frontier. 

III.  The  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri  is  extended  southward  to 
the  Arkansas  River,  and  Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield  is  assigned  to  the 
command. 

lY.  The  District  of  Rolla,  Brigadier- General  Davies  commanding, 
never  having  been  designated  in  orders,  is  described  as  follows:  Com- 
mencing at  the  intersection  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian  and  the  north- 
ern line  of  Washington  Count}',  Missouri;  thence  Avest  to  the  Gasconade 
River;  thence  up  that  stream  to  the  western  line  of  Pulaski  County  ; 
thence  south  to  the  State  boundary  line  between  Arkansas  and  jMis 
souri ; thence  east  to  the  fifth  principal  meridian,  and  thence  north  to 
the  place  of  beginning.  Other  districts  concerned  are  modified  accord- 
ingly. 

V.  Maj.  W.  M.  Dunn,  judge-advocate,  having  rejiorted  for  orders,  is 
assigned  to  duty  at  these  headquarters,  on  the  staff  of  the  major  gen 
era!  commanding. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Curtis: 

H.  Z.  CURTIS, 

* Assistant  Adjutant- General . 
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Headquartek;^  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwcml'ce^  March  30,  1863. 
Col.  J.  0.  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a copy  of 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  March  24,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  in  relation  to  troops  for  the  Upper  Missouri. 

I am  assembling  - at  Sioux  City  and  Fort  Eandall  2,000  cavalry  and 
eight  companies  of  infantry,  with  a battery  of  mountain  howitzers. 
This  force  includes  the  regiment  of  Nebraska  cavalry,  which,  as  I am 
informed  by  telegram  from  the  General-in-Chief,  has  been  ordered  to 
report  to  me  at  Sioux  City,  direct  from  the  headquarters  of  the  army. 
These  forces  will  have  assembled  by  April  15,  and  by  May  10,  the 
earliest  moment  at  which  the  grass  on  the  plains  will  subsist  the  ani- 
mals, they  will  move  up  the  Missouri  against  the  hostile  Indians.  This 
expedition  is  designed  to  be  simultaneous  and  to  act  in  co-operation 
with  a similar  expedition,  somewhat  larger,  which  will  move  from  the 
Upper  Minnesota  in  the  direction  of  Devil’s  Lake.  I had  intended  to 
send  a third  expedition  up  the  Big  Sioux  to  unite  with  the  Minnesota 
expedition  near  Devil’s  Lake,-  but  the  refusal  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment to  take  charge  of  the  Indian  prisoners  captured  last  September 
deprives  me  of  the  use  of  so  large  a force  to  protect  them  against  the 
whites  in  Minnesota,  that  I am  not  able  to  command  a sufficient  force. 

I am,  colonel,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  at  Carrollton,  Ark.,  March  31,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

iSaint  Louis,  Mo.,  or  where  his  headquarters  may  he: 

I reached  here  yesterday,  and  found  the  rebel  force  farther  from  here 
than  I expected,  say  some  30  miles  toward  Yellville.  I have  sent  an  ex- 
liedition  after  them,  who  will  make  a night  march,  and  come  upon  them 
from  the  south  to-morrow  at  daybreak.  The  Union  people  here  are  in 
a deplorable  condition,  robbed  of  everything,  and  the  men  secreted  in 
the  thickets  to  save  their  lives.  The  guerrillas  who  traverse  the  coun- 
try shoot  every  Union  man  they  see  mercilessly.  A proposition  is  made 
to  me  to  countenance  the  raising  an  independent  organization  of  citi- 
zens (Union  men).  They  feel  confident  that  if  I will  sustain  them  a few 
days,  until  they  are  collected,  they  can  hold  the  country ; otherwise 
they  must  all  abandon  it.  They  cannot  bear  the  idea  of  entering  the 
service  generally,  and  thus,  perhaps,  be  carried  from  their  homes,  leav- 
ing their  families  at  the  mercy  of  these  murderous  bushwhackers. 
The  operations  of  the  enemy’s  guerrillas  in  Arkansas  are  far  more  vin- 
dictive and  remorseless  than  anywhere  else  under  my  observation. 
These  independent  organizations  could  ask  no  further  aid  from  you  than 
ammunition  and,  perhaps,  guns,  if  possible ; everything  else  they  will 
provide  themselves,  and  ask  no  pay.  If  the  department  would  authorize 
them,  and  afford  the  slight  aid  I mention,  I believe  they  would  effect- 
ually hold  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  as  they  would  rise  up  in  every 
county.  I have  thought  the  matter  of  sufficient  importance  to  telegraph 
to  you,  as  I cannot  remain  here  very  long,  and  if  the  above  suggestion 
is  not  adopted,  I will  be  compelled  to  take  with  me  every  LTnlon  family. 
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My  trains  are  procuring  forage  in  abundance  at  present.  To-morrow 
I wiil  try  the  country  thoroughly,  by  sending  out  every  wagon  that  can 
be  spared.  I believe  I could  remain  here  several  days.  Do  you  think 
my  locality  a proper  one  to  accomplish  your  purposes'?  No  word  from 
you  since  your  dispatch  of  the  25th. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WEEK, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Division. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Cam/p  at  Carrollton.,  Arlc..,  March  31,  1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Kent, 

Commanding  Troops  at  Forsyth  .* 

I reached  here  on  last  evening,  and  to-day  have  sent  an  expedition 
against  the  rebel  forces  at  Crooked  Creek,  who  are  distant  some  30 
miles.  I have  thus  far  found  forage  in  abundance.  How  long  i t will  last 
I do  not  know.  The  effect  of  my  expedition  will  at  least  have  the  effect 
to  clean  Crooked  Creek.  In  the  mean  time  I would  recommend  that  you 
send  your  forage  train  to  Berry ville  vicinity.  There  is  a large  amount 
of  forage  on  the  Osage  and  Bang’s  Eivers,  in  that  neighborhood.  They 
should  go  prepared  to  make  at  least  a two  days’  trip  of  it.  A direct  road 
leads  from  Forsyth.  If  I can  accumulate  any  forage  here,  so  as  to  sup- 
ply you,  will  let  you  know.  I have  had  no  response  to  my  letter  sent 
yesterday,  though  three  of  my  men  came  down  to-day.  I trust  it  has 
reached  you.  Please  attend  to  the  suggestions  therein  made,  particu- 
larly in  regard  to  my  ambulance  and  train.  We  are  here  on  half  rations 
of  some  articles.  Can  White  Eiver  be  forded  at  Forsyth  with  loaded 
wagons?  What  is  the  depth  of  water  at  present,  and  is  it  rising  or 
falling  ? Please  communicate  any  news  in  regard  to  Marmaduke,  and 
also  inform  me,  if  possible,  the  locality  of  the  other  two  divisions. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’ WM.  WEEE, 

fiolonel,  Commanding  Division. 


Ahstraci  from  reiuru  ofjhe  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Moj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis  com- 
manding, for  March  31,  1863  ; headquarters  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 
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Department  staff  (Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 

District  of  Saint  Louis,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson : 
Staff  (Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 

17 

17 

17 

17 

6 

183 

48 

68 
38 
86 
. 99 

6 

5,  014 

1,439 

1,846 
1,260 
2,  097 
2,  392 

6 

6,  756 

1,664 

2,  522 

1,  764 
2,416 

2,  895 

6 

6,  028 

1,664 

2,402 

1,778 

1,854 

Benton  Barracks,  Col.  B.  L.  E.  Bonneville 
(Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 

Post  of  Saint  Louis,  Col.  Ilenry  Almstcdt 
(Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 

Bloomfield,  Mo.,  Col.  John  McNeil 

Cape  Girardeau,  Col.  Eobort  R.  Livingston 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  Col.  John  E.  Tyler 

Other  troops  in  district 

Total  Disti  ict  of  Saint  Louis 

3, 537 

756 

1,  561 
807 
1,478 
1,923 

6 

12 

2 

528 

10,662 

14,054  1 

18,  023 

13,  732 

6 

14 
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Commaud. 


Present  for 
duty. 


rtr-. 

Ifp 

fcH 
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Pieces  of 
artillery. 


District  of  Eolia,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies : 

Staff  (Eolla.  Mo.) 

Troops  in  district 

Total  District  of  Eolla 

District  of  Southwestern  Missouri,  Col.  William 
r.  Cloud: 

Staff  (Springfield,  Mo.) 

Volunteer  force 

Total  force  Missouri  State  Militia 

Total  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri... 

Army  of  the  Frontier,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield : 

Staff  (Eolla,  Mo.) 

First  Division,  Col.  William  Weer  (Carroll- 
ton, Ark.,  &,c.) 

Second  Division,  Col.  Dudley  Wickersham 
(Elk  Creek,  Mo.) 

Third  Division,  Col.  Washington  F.  Geiger 
(near  Eolla,  Mo.) 

Cavalry  detachment  (Eolla,  Mo.) 

Total  Army  of  the  Frontier 

Central  District  of  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  B. 
Brown : 

Staff  (Jefferson  City,  Mo.)  

Troops  in  distiict 

Total  Central  District  of  Missouri 

Northwestern  District  of  Missouri,  Col.  Chester 
Harding,  jr.  (Saint  Joseph,  Mo.) 

District  of  Northeastern  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen. 
Thomas  J.  McKean : 

Stafl‘  (Palmyra,  Mo. ) 

Troops  in  district 

Total  District  of  Northeastern  Missouil.. . 

Alton,  111.,  Col.  Jesse  Hildebrand 

District  of  Kansas,  Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt: 

Staff  (Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. ) 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Lieut.  Col.  John  T.  Burris. 

Fort  Scott,  Maj.  Benjamin  S.  Henning 

Fort  Lamed,  Lieut.  William  West 

Fort»Eiley,  Capt.  John  E.  Stewart 

Paola,  Kans.,  Col.. Charles  W.  Adams 

Near  Fort  Kearny,  Li(jut,  Col.  George  Baldey . 
Near  Fort  Scott,  Lieut. Col.  James  M.Williams 

Total  District  of  Kansas 

District  of  Colorado,  Col.  John  M.  Chivington. .. 

Districtof  Nebraska  Territory,  Brig.  Gen.  James 
Craig : 

Stafl'  (Omaha  City,  Nebr.) ; 

Troops  in  Territory 

Total  District  of  Nebraska 

District  of  Western  Arhansas  and  Indian  Terr  i- 
tory, Col.W.  A.  Phillips  (komeroy.  Ark.) 


43 


888 


52 


8S8 


0 

1,345 


1,354 


10 

1,709 


1,719 


10 
2,  23G 


2,  246 


1,218 
1, 160 


7 

1,889 

1,624 


7 

2,  510 
1.  914 


137 


2, 378 


9 

123 

122 

108 

10 

372 


2,  284 
2,653 
2, 184 
264 


3,  520 
9 

3,  042 
3,314 
2,  987 
385 


4,431  |. 


7,  385 


9,  737 


75 


1,374 


1,732 


1,374 


1,737 


95 


133 


9 

3,  866 

4,  033 
4,  072 

418 
12,  398 


9 

3,  970 
4, 172 
4, 166 
427 
12,  744 


38 


6 

2, 153 


2, 159 


693 


34 


32 


102 


3 

650 


653 


12 

860 


872 


12 

966 


12 

9G8 


,978 


980 


368 


291 

360 

72 

71 

79 

267 

423 


1,563 


536 


564 


24 

425 

525 

99 

123 

102 

357 

525 


2, 180 


24 

6U7 

656 

105 

193 

108 

382 

627 


2,  702 


53 

1,  061 

1,537 

1,778 

1,778 

10 

6 

45 

"i,’244 

6 

1,  555 

7 

1,786 

7 

1,  608 

— 

51 

1,244 

1,  561 

1,  793 

1,  615 

2,634 

' 

3,  269 

4,  973 

6 

561  


24 

627 

663 

107 

193 

107 

409 


- 2,130 
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Command. 


Present  for 
duty. 


a 

O 


O 
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Department  staff 

District  of  Saint  Louis 

District  of  EoHa 

District  of  Southwestern  Missouri 

Army  of  the  Frontier 

Central  District  of  Missouri 

District  of  Xortheastern  Missouri 

District  of  Kansas 

Xorth western  District  of  Missouri 

Alton,  111 

District  of  Colorado  

District  of  Xehraska 

Western  Arkansas  and  Indian  Tciritoiy 


17 

5?8 

52 
137 
872 

75 

34 

102 

8 

82 

53 
51 

113 


Grand  total 


1,574 


10,  062 
888 
2,  378 
7,  385 

1,  374 
653 

1,563 
95 
368 
1,  061 
1,244 

2,  634 


17 
14,054 
1,354 
3,  520 
9,  737 
1,  737 
872 
2,180 
133 
536 
1,537 
1,561 
3,  269 


17 

18,  023 
1,719 
4,  431 
12,  398 
2, 159 
978 
2,  702 
703 
564 
1,  778 
1,793 
4,  973 


29,  705 


40,  507 


52,  238 


Aggregate  last  le-  : 

turn. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Heavy. 

Field. 

17 

13, 732 
2,  246 

6 

14 

4 

14 

38 

12,  744 

2 

980 
2, 130 
693 
561 
1,  778 
1,  615 

2 

8 

7 

10 

6 

36,  496 

15 

96 

Geneeal  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

ISTo.  1.  I Ibolla,  Mo.,  April  1,  1863. 

Ill  accordance  with  Paragraph  II,  General  Orders,  Ko.  24,  Headquar- 
ters Department  of  the  Missouri,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier. 

F.  J.  HEPEON^, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  J Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Ko.  22.  ] Helena,  Arh.,  April  2,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  0.  0.  Washburn,  U.  S.  Yolunteers,  having  reported  at  these 
headquarters,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  United  States 
forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Helena. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

By  order  of  Major-General  Prentiss : 

JAMES  O.  PIEEGE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier^ 

Carrollton,  April  2,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield:  ^ 

I am  enveloped  in  a cloud  of  guerrillas.  They  are  liring  into  my  for- 
age  trains.  One  of  the  drivers  will,  I xiresume,  die  of  his  wounds.  A 
small  recoonoitering  party  I sent  to  Huntsville  could  not  reach  there ; 
was  driven  back.  Marmaduke  was  at  the  rebel  camp  on  Crooked  Greek 
a few  days  ago.  I have  a lot  of  prisoners  ; some  just  from  the  Arkansas 
Eiver.  From  them  and  from  Colonel  Kent,  who  has  spies  out,  and  from 
the  whole  country,  I believe  that  some  movement  on  the  part  of  the 
rebels  is  imminent.  Price  and  Kirby  Smith  are  at  Little  Eock,  making 
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every  exertion  to  till  up  their  ranks.  Price  is  writing  everywhere  that 
he  will  move  north  as  soon  as  grass  grows.  Marmacluke  has  sent  a 
party  of  some  thousand  men  to  Vera  Cruz,  Mo.  The  boldness  with 
which  the  guerrillas  hang  around  my  camp,  coupled  with  information 
received,  and  the  behavior  of  the  secession  inhabitants,  all  convince  me 
that  we  had  better  prepare  for  another  invasion.  Of  course,  movements 
of  our  armies  elsewhere  being  unknown  to  me,  may  change  this  pro- 
gramme. 1 find  forage  in  great  abundance  as  yet,  and  can  remain  in  this 
country  for  some  time.  I want  more  cavalry  just  now.  The  Arkansas 
troops  would  be  invaluable  if  over  here,  so  that  I might  throw  them  out 
south.  Prisoners  state  Marmaduke’s  forces  were  to  assemble  at  Yell- 
ville  on  the  1st  of  April.  I sent  a ]3arty  in  that  direction  while  we 
were  over  attacking  the  rebel  camp  at  Crooked  Creek.  They  had  two 
reconnoitering  parties  examining  my  camp.  Vegetation  here  is  very 
forward;  animals  can  live  now  upon  the  grass.  I am  thrashing  corn,  so 
as  to  deposit  it  at  Forsyth.  Let  us  make  the  fight  that  is  approaching 
in  Arkansas.  If  we  gain  a victory,  we  have  the  State.  Marmaduke 
can  now  be  bagged  if  some  force  is  moved  against  his  front.  I take  him 
in  the  rear. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

WM.  WEEP, 
Colonel^  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  List.  West.  Ark.  and  Ind.  T.,  Dept,  of  the  Mo., 

In  the  Field,,  Gamp  Farlc  Hill,  April  2,  1863. 

Major-General  Blunt,  Fort  Scott,  Fans. : 

Sir  : The  refugees  arrived  here  two  days  ago.  I apiiointed  a commit- 
tee to  allot  land  districts,  and  they  have  gone  to  work.  The  Cherokees 
are  greatly  rejoiced.  A considerable  portion  of  my  command  is  at  Fort 
Gibson.  The  enemy  are  trying  to  concentrate  on  the  other  side.  I wish 
they  would,  as  it  would  save  us  the  trouble  of  hunting  them  up.  They 
seem  determined  to  resist  the  crossing  of  the  river.  I moved  into  the 
Nation  toward  Lee’s  Creek,  within  30  miles  of  Fort  Smith,  and  would 
have  crossed  there  and  driven  them  from  Fort  Smith,  but  the  river  was 
too  deep  to  ford.  No  boats  would  come  up,  and  I had  to  come  up  here 
to  organize  matters.  We  drove  a lot  of  stock  from  the  Arkansas  Val- 
ley to  keep  the  rebels  from  getting  it.  Had  a fight  at  Webber’s  Falls, 
killing  7 of  the  enemy  and  driving  the  rest  into  the  river;  some  wounded, 
drowned,  and  taken.  The  enemy  are  coming  up  toward  Gibson.  A 
force  on  the  opposite  bank  ; good  thing  if  they  will  only  stay.  I go  to 
Gibson  with  the  rest  of  my  command.  The  Department  of  the  Interior 
notifies  me,  through  its  agents,  they  intend  to  subsist  the  refugees  as 
soon  as  they  can  get  bread  here.  I have  to  turn  over  some  flour  now, 
but  will  be  relieved  from  the  burden  as  soon  as  they  get  it  down.  I 
had  to  furnish  them  an  escort  to  go  up  with  the  train.  I hav^e  Captain 
Spring  Frog’s  company  making  salt  at  Alberty’s  Lick.  Everything  is 
in  excellent  shai)e.  As  soon  as  I get  a crack  at  the  rebels  on  the  south 
bank  I can  recruit  the  two  regiments.  Some  of  the  officers  are  here. 
Pomeroy  is  sick  at  Fayetteville.  I will  do  the  best  I can  for  them,  but 
I wish  they  could  do  more  for  themselves.  Colonel  Drew  sent  over  terms 
of  peace,  but  he  has  oidy  40  men,  and  they  will  come  any  how.  I have 
issued  orders  for  all  irregularities  to  cease,  and  those  who  desire  to  be 
loyal  to  move  in.  The  enemy  are  afraid  of  the  recruiting,  which  is  the 
reason  they  are  so  nervous  about  niy  getting  over  the  river.  They  paid 
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off  all  tlie  rebel  Indians  lately,  deserters  and  all.  They  die  hard,  but 
I think  they  will  only  fall  into  my  hands  by  venturing  to  remain.  I am 
most  anxious  to  hear  from  you.  I telegraphed  you  from  Fayetteville. 
Yery  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dists.  West.  Ark.  and  Ind.  T.,  Dept,  of  the  Mo., 

In  the  Field,  Camp  Pomeroy,  April  2,  1863. 

Colonel  Harrison, 

Commanding  Post,  Fayetteville,  Arlc. : 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  31st  received,  and  contents  noted  with 
regret.  You  will  see  that  your  command  is  called  in  and  kept  at  the 
post.  You  will  throw  up  such  earthworks  as  you  can  speedily  con- 
struct, without  delay,  using  the  soldiers,  and  keeping  several  hundred 
men  constantly  at  work.  I shall  leave  the  plan  of  defenses  with  you, 
but  as  we  shall  be  farther  apart  immediately,  you  will  lose  no  time  in 
putting  these  defenses  into  shape.  During  one  week  Fort  Blunt  has 
been  rendered  so  strong  that  a small  force  can  hold  it  against  three 
times  their  numbers. 

I sent  telegrams  to  General  Curtis  about  your  outfit.  I desire  you  to 
see  that  your  men  are  put  in  effective  shape  as  soon  as  possible.  In 
the  mean  time  make  their  present  position  strong.  I regret  that  you 
are  unable  to  aid  me,  and  urge  that  the  most  active  exertions  on  the 
part  of  your  whole  command  be  made,  so  that  you  do  not  embarrass  me. 
The  honor  and  best  interests  of  the  Govemment  imperatively  require 
action  on  ray  part,  and  I shall  act  as  rapidly  as  possible.  I move  to 
Cincinnati  to-morrow,  where  I may  camp  for  some  time.  I desire  that 
daily  communication  be  kept  open  between  us.  When  the  train  goes 
up  to  Cassville  and  Springfield,  the  escort  ought  to  be  of  footmen  chiefly. 
Send  up  your  battery  and  one  infantry  company  to  be  outfitted,  and 
arm  them  tem'porarily.  Send  a few  mounted  men.  It  will  be  out  of  the 
question  for  my  command  to  guard  your  trains  longer.  In  fine,  colonel, 
the  time  for  active  service  has  fully  arrived.  I regret  that  it  should 
have  found  your  command  in  such  condition.  My  own  is  far  from 
being  as  well  equijiped  as  it  should  be,  but  time  is  up,  and  I am  going  to 
use  it.  I may  be  compelled  to  delay  a little,  but  shall  delay  as  little  as 
possible.  I hope  you  may  get  your  outfit,  so  that  you  can  garrison  Fort 
Smith  soon.  I should  say,  leave  for  Springfield  in  person ; but  I am 
going  farther  away  from  you,  colonel,  and  I have  confidence  in  your 
judgment  with  your  peculiar  command,  and  if  you  can  get  your  outfit, 
I should  rather  have  you  stay  at  present.  Telegraph  and  importune! 
I will.  It  is  already  the  2d  of  April. 

Yery  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

• Colonel,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Inform  me  immediately  the  moment  the  wires  commence 
working. 


Headquarters  Post, 
Fayetteville,  Ark.,  April  2,  [1863.] 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  IL  Curtis  : 

General:  Since  writing  the  inclosed  letter  to  you,  I have  received 
one  (tt  copy  of  which  is  on  this  sheet)  from  Colonel  Phillips.  I sincerely 
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hope  that  sometliiug  cau  be  done  to  equip  my  forces,  so  that  we  can  par- 
ticipate in  this  movement.  I shall  fortify  here  immediately,  and  put  this 
post  in  condition  to  be  held  by  a few  men  as  a point  on  our  Jiiie  of  com- 
munication with  Saint  Louis.  1 hope  the  field  pieces  will  be  forthcoming. 
Many  men  in  the  battery  liave  served  in  that  arm  before,  and  nearly  all 
are  picked  men,  and  will  do  honor  to  themselves  and  the  service. 

I am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  LA  KUE  HAERISOK, 
Colonel  First  Arl{ansas  Cavalry^  Commanding  Post. 


[Inclosures.] 

Headquarters  Post, 
Fayetteville,  AriL,  April  1,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri: 

General:  Being  ordered  by  Ool.  W.  A.  Phillips,  commanding  this 
district,  to  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  move  on  Van  Buren  with  my 
command  within  the  next  five  days,  and  having  stated  fully  to  him  the 
present  iuefiective  state  of  the  command,  and  some  reasons  why  I con- 
sider such  a movement  iiremature,  I have  thought  it  not  improi)er  to 
state  the  same  facts  to  yourself  directly,  inasmuch  as  I have  been  or- 
dered to  report  to  you  as  well  as  to  the  commander  of  this  district. 

tst.  The  state  of  ray  command.  The  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  num- 
bers an  aggregate  of  1,032  men;  probably  when  all  are  at  the  post  they 
may  number  850  effective  men.  They  have  151  serviceable  horses  and  65 
unserviceable,  all  told.  The  regiment  has  not  received  any  clothing  for 
three  months,  and  only  a very  small  supply  since  November,  so  that  a 
large  part  of  the  men  are  in  a destitute  condition. 

The  First  Arkansas  Infantry  will  number  in  a few  days  an  aggregate 
of  830  men ; iirobably  700  of  them  effective.  ‘They  are  totally  without 
transportation,  clothing  or  tents,  or  equipments  of  any  kind,  except  the 
arms  picked  up  on  the  Prairie  Grove  battle-ground,  which  are  of  all 
patterns  and  calibers.  The  destitution  of  clothing  is  very  great,  and 
much  suffering  and  sickness  prevails  on  account  of  it;  besides,  it  would 
be  a ruinous  policy  to  place  this  undrilled,  barefooted,  butternut  regi- 
ment in  the  field  to  be  mixed  up  with  and  cut  in  pieces  by  rebels  in  the 
same  dress. 

The  First  Arkansas  Light  Artillery  numbers  110  men,  who  are  desti- 
tute of  clothing,  and  have  never  received  their  guns.  Of  course,  nothing 
can  be  expected  of  them;  ammunition  is  scarce;  we  have  only  caliber 
.58  and  .69  enough  to  give  an  average  of  40  rounds  to  each  man ; but 
we  have  a large  number  of  .54  guns  and  no  ammunition  for  them,  while 
we  could  only  furnish  from  15  to  20  rounds  for  the  .58  guns.  The  post 
train  is  reduced  for  want  of  mules  from  14  to  4 wagons.  Forage  must 
be  hauled  from  King’s  River,  45  miles,  and  trains^must  be  escorted  by  at 
least  100  men,  and  even  then  the  danger  of  their  capture  cannot  be  dis- 
guised. A trip  seldom  is  made  without  a skirmish  with  guerrillas. 
There  being  no  brigade  train,  and  no  transportation  for  either  infantry 
or  battery,  we  are  obliged  to  depend  entirely  for  our  trains  furnished  at 
Springfield,  Mo.,  which  thus  far  we  have  failed  entirely  to  receive,  ex- 
cept a partial  sui)ply  of  subsistence  stores,  having  been  at  twodifierent 
times  reduced  to  extremity  on  account  of  the  delay  in  furnishing  trains. 
No  quartermaster  stores  have  been  sent  (except  a few  brought  by  the 
First  Arkansas  Cavalry  train)  since  I have  been  at  this  post,  and  the. 
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reply  to  all  my  entreaties  is  that  stores  are  to  be  bad,  but  transporta- 
tion is  so  scarce  that  they  cannot  be  forwarded. 

The  state  of  the  country  is  this : Livingston,  with  800  guerrillas,  is 
in  Southwestern  Missouri,  watching  for  an  opportunity  to  pick  up  for- 
age and  subsistence  trains.  One  or  two  bands  are  in  Benton  County, 
Arkansas,  and  on  White  River,  War  Eagle,  and  King’s  are  several  more. 
A large  band  frequents  Sugar  Creek  Bottom,  north  of  Elkhorn,  and  an- 
other Cross  Hollows ; they  lire  upon  our  mail  riders  and  telegraph  re- 
pairers, and  destroy  the  wire  daily  5 they  attack  all  stragglers  from 
train  escorts,  and  many  have  been  taken  to  the  brush,  robbed,  and 
turned  loose,  while  others  have  been  killed.  The  want  of  horses  has 
complicated  this  evil,  for  I have  been  obliged  to  send  dismounted  es- 
corts or  depend  on  the  Indian  Brigade.  South  of  this  the  rebel  bands 
are  scouting  the  Boston  Mountains  constantly.  Cabell,  now  in  com- 
mand, has  about  1,500  men  between  Clarksville  and  Fort  Smith,  which 
can  be  concentrated  in  a few  hours,  and  they  are  all  mounted  on  the  best 
of  horses. 

I am  obliged  to  depend  mainly  on  spies  for  information,  though  I 
k€*3p  constantly  one  dismounted  scout  in  the  neighborhood  of  Frog 
Bayou,  Mulberry,  or  head  of  White  River.  Kot  less  than  800  men  can 
safely  be  left  at  this  post,  and  none  of  them  can  be  mounted,  for,  in 
case  of  a movement,  1 must  take  every  mounted  man  with  me,  and  then 
not  have  enough  to  do  half  the  duty  that  will  be  required  of  them.  Our 
line  of  transportation  will  be  increased,  so  as  to  require  about  eight 
additional  days  to  each  trip.  To  make  a successful  movement  on  Van 
Buren  or  Fort  Smith,  we  need  no  new  troops,  but  supplies  of  all  kinds 
should  be  furnished  to  those  already  here,  and  especially  should  horses 
enough  be  had,  so  that  we  can  furnish  quick  and  effective  escorts  to 
our  supply  trains.  I have  800  revolvers  in  Springfield,  which  cannot  be 
forwarded  for  want  of  transportation,  and  the  repeated  requisitions  for 
ammunition  have  been  ignored  for  the  same  cause.  Could  I be  allowed 
to  go  to  Springfield  for  a few  days,  I think  I might  at  least  manage  to 
get  our  supplies  as  far  as  Cassville,  where  in  a short  time  we  might  get 
most  of  them.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  some  one  should  see  to 
this  matter  in  person.  Will  you  try  and  help  usi 

I remain,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  LA  RUE  HARRISOK, 

Colonel  First  Arkansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post, 

Hdqrs.  Hist.  West.  Arkansas  and  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  Pomeroy,  April  2,  1863. 

Colonel  Harrison, 

Commanding,  Fayetteville,  Ark. : 

Dispatch  of  31st  received  and  regretted.  Call  in  the  command,  and 
keep  it  at  the  post.  Throw  up  earthworks  as  speedily  as  possible.  De- 
fend yourselves  as  you  see  fit,  but  lose  no  time.  Sent  telegram  to  Gen- 
eral Curtis  about  the  outfit.  Put  your  men  in  effective  shape.  Make 
their  position  strong.  Exert  yourself  so  as  not  to  embarrass  me.  Action 
must  be  had  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Shall  move  to  Cincinnati  to-morrow 
and  camp  there  for  some  time.  Daily  communication  should  be  kept 
up  between  us.  Trains  up  to  Cassville  and  Springfield  should  be  es- 
corted by  footmen.  Send  up  one  battery  and  one  company  of  infantry 
to  be  outfitted.  Arm  them  temporarily.  I cannot  guard  your  trains 
longer.  Shall  delay  as  little  as  possible.  I should  say  to  you,  leave 
for  Springfield  in  i)erson,  but,  as  I am  going  away  still  farther,  and  have 
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confidence  in  your  judgment  with  your  peculiar  command,  I would  rather 
have  you  stay  at  present. 

Telegraph  and  importune ! I will.  It  is  already  2d  of  April.  Inform 
me  as  soon  as  the  wires  are  working. 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel j Commanding, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Northwest, 

No.  12.  ) Milwaulcee,  Wis.,  April  2, 1863. 

I.  Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  Myers,  IT.  S.  Army,  having  reported  at  these 
headquarters,  in  accordance  with  orders  from  the  War  Department,  is 
assigned  to  duty  as  chief  quartermaster,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  re- 
spected accordingly. 

##*#### 

By  command  of  Major-General  Pope : 

E.  O.  SELFEIDGE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

April  3,  1863. 


General  Blunt,  Leavenworth : 

Put  only  very  reliable  troops  on  border  counties.  Missourians  fear 
the  “Ked  Legs”  will  have  too  much  license  under  your  command. 
That  band  of  rascals  must  be  checked.  Better,  as  far  as  possible,  have 
Missouri  troops  in  Missouri,  so  far  as  Jackson  and  Cass  Counties  are 
concerned.  Encourage  Enrolled  Militia,  and  treat  them  kindly. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  April  3,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Ben.  Loan,  Jefferson  City : 

General  : I have  just  finished  your  report  on  WinsoPs  papers,  which 
is  rich  and  racy.  I have  allowed  him  to  go  scot-free  to  Jefferson,  but  I 
agree  with  you  that  the  Government  can  find  plenty  of  more  reliable 
agents.  I do  not  know  that  I acted  wisely  in  turning  over  the  west 
tier  of  counties  to  BlunPs  command.  I supposed  Jackson  County  was 
so  near  Leavenworth  he  could  take  better  care  of  it.  I would  like  to 
have  your  views.  Blunt  avows  his  determination  to  put  down  the  “ Eed 
Legs,”  and  it  seems  to  me  necessary  that  each  of  the  adjacent  command- 
ers should  have  a cordial  understanding  and  cross  lines  whenever  a real 
necessity  exists.  Of  course,  I want  no  such  marches  for  the  purpose  of 
plunder,  and  hope  that  none  but  good,  orderly  troops  will  operate  in 
that  vicinity.  The  order  does  not  interfere  with  the  free  action  of  the 
State  troops,  as  General  Vaughan  still  commands  the  Enrolled  Militia 
as  before. 

You  sent  an  order  of  General  Vaughan,  and  subsequently  a letter 
of  instructions  from  Governor  Gamble,  taking  the  ground  that  the 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  should  obey  no  laws  but  those  of  the  State. 
I referred  the  Governor’s  letter  to  him  for  correction,  and  he  properly 
did  so  in  relation  to  ignoring  all  other  laws. 
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The  other  clause  in  his  instruction,  affirming  that  the  ordinance  re- 
quiring the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  to  be  governed  by  the  Army  Reg- 
ulations does  not  include  the  new  article,  because  it  has  been  subse- 
quently enacted,  is  not  so  clearly  erroneous.  It  is  entirely  a State 
question,  as  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Slilitia  are  State  trooi)s.  As  a lawyer, 
however,  I differ  with  the  Governor.  When  a soldier  enters  the  serv- 
ice, he  swears  he  will  obey  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  he  is  not 
to  be  sworn  for  ever}^  change  or  addition  subsequently  made  by  Con- 
gress. Yet  it  is  clear  the  convention  would  have  hesitated  if  the  new 
article  had  been  one  of  the  rules,  as  they  would  not  like  to  bind  the 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  not  to  return  fugitive  slaves. 

I hope  your  troops  have  avenged  that  infernal  slaughter  on  the  Sam. 
Gaty.  I suppose  the  people  of  Sibley  and  the  officers  of  the  boat  may 
not  be  culpable.  Still,  the  people  of  Lexington — some  of  them — must 
have  known  the  matter  was  going  on.  General  Yaughan  said  to  me  he 
heard  such  talk,  but  did  not  heed  it.  It  would  be  well  now  to  find  out 
who  in  Lexington  engaged  in  such  talk  and  the  nature  of  the  talk,  for 
it  seems  to  be  admitted  the  guerrillas  followed  the  boat  a long  distance, 
and  some  of  them  may  have  gone  from  Lexington.  That  place  is  far 
from  being  void  of  secession.  I get  no  letters  as  to  any  determination 
of  this  command.  The  President  assures  my  friends  he  has  no  fault  to 
find  with  me.  Lane  says  it  was  necessary  to  remove  me,  because  I didjnot 
perceive  that  the  Government  should  extend  the  Southwestern  Branch 
of  the  Pacific  Railroad,  while  Henderson  told  Blow  he  demanded  my 
removal  because  I differed  with  Governor  Gamble. 

Mr.  Bates  is  convinced  that  no  Federal  troops  are  needed  in  this  State, 
and  I have  written  the  President  that  if  he  entertained  these  views  I 
think  he  ought  to  change  the  commander. 

I have  written  enough  for  one  time,  and  remain,  vours,  very  truly, 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Eolla,  Mo.,  April  3,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : I arrived  on  Tuesday  and  assumed  command  Wednesday 
morning.  The  Third  Division  I found  camped  13  miles  from  this  place, 
on  the  Elk  Creek  roadj  the  Second  Division  on  Spring  Creek,  but  under 
orders  to  move  in  this  direction.  The  latter  camped  last  evening  about 
20  miles  from  Rolla.  There  is  no  forage  in  the  country  east  of  the  Tele- 
graph road  and  south  from  here  to  the  State  line.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, therefore,  nothing  can  be  done  but  to  supply  them  from  this 
post,  for  a southward  movement  cannot  be  made  until  the  grass  is  up. 

I think  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  divisions  are  so  far  away  from 
Springfield,  or  rather  from  that  section  of  the  State.  Between  Carroll- 
ton and  Yellville,  along  the  Crooked  Creek  Yallpy,  forage  can  be  had  in 
abundance,  while  the  task  of  watching  Marmaduke  would  be  much 
easier,  and  our  line  better  protected.  At  this  distance  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  get  correct  information  about  the  movements  of  the  enemy, 
or  to  keep  posted  as  fully  as  we  should.  While  I believe,  therefore, 
that  your  ideas  and  intentions  could  be  best  carried  out  by  having  the 
whole  force  south  of  Springfield,  I see  no  way  of  moving  it  from  here 
until  spring  is  further  advanced.  From  Yellville  we  could  watch  the 
roads  to  both  east  and  w^est,  and  prevent  any  movement  of  rebel  troops 
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north.  With  Philliiis  on  the  line  of  the  Nation,  and  the  First  Arkansas 
Infantry  and  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  at  Fayetteville,  I believe  that 
section  of  country  to  be  perfectly  secure.  From  that  point  they  can 
control  the  roads  east  to  Huntsville.  They  will  never,  in  my  opinion, 
attempt  to  move  north  again,  as  far  west  as  Fayetteville,  and  we  may 
only  look  for  movements  along  the  White  Eiver. 

On  March  25,  General  Schofield  telegraphed  Colonel  Weer,  command- 
ing the  First  Division,  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Forsyth,  and,  if  nec- 
essary to  procure  forage,  to  cross  White  Eiver.  By  a telegram  received 
yesterday,  it  seems  he  has  crossed,  and  is  now  at  Carrollton.  He  was 
to  leave  his  main  force  there,  and,  with  cavalry,  advance  and  attack  a 
band  of  guerrillas  on  Crooked  Creek.  That  county  is  inhabited  by  the 
most  desperate  villains  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  Weer  can  do  good 
service  by  making  their  number  less. 

Should  Marmaduke  make  a movement  from  Batesville  to  get  in  the 
rear  of  Weer,  I 'can  only  relieve  him  by  the  troops  at  Springfield  under 
Cloud,  and  for  that  it  would  require  your  order.  It  would  be  an  utter 
impossibility  to  move  the  troops  from  here  at  the  present  time,  over  the 
desolate  country  intervening. 

I am  getting  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  in  condition  for  a new 
campaign  by  trimming  everything  down  to  the  lowest  extent.  Ten 
wagons  to  the  regiment  is  my  order.  General  Vandever  has  been  as- 
signed to  the  Second  Division,  and,  if  Orme  comes  up,  as  I hope  he 
will,  I propose  to  give  him  the  Third.  There  are,  in  the  three  divisions, 
about  10,000  elfectis^e  men. 

I should  very  much  like  to  have  your  ideas  about  the  new  campaign 
of  this  spring,  and  know  whether  the  Army  of  the  Frontier  is  to  occu- 
py the  Arkansas  Eiver  as  a new  base  of  operations.  General  Halleck, 
1 know,  is  somewhat  opposed  to  it,  but  the  movement  can  be  made,  and 
it  would  have  a good  effect. 

Will  you  f)lease  write  me  in  regard  to  matters 
I am,  verv  truly,  yours,  &c., 

F.  J.  HEEEON, 
Major-General^  Commanding, 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

A]gril  3,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron,  Commanding,,  Bolla: 


You  must  support  his  rear.  There  is  danger  of  Marmadnke  moving 
up  on  the  east  side  of  White  Eiver.  Forsyth  and  the  ferry  must  be 
carefully  held  while  he  is  down  there. 

SAME.  E.  CUETIS, 

31a jor- General. 


, Eolla,  Mo.,  A;pril  3,  1863. 

Col.  William  Weer,  ' 

Commanding  First  Division,  Carrollton,  Arlc.  : 

Your  telegram  of  March  31  received.  Eemain  in  the  country  and  or- 
ganize companies  as  you  suggest,  being  careful,  however,  into  whose 
liands  you  j)ut  arms.  The  place  is  a good  one,  and  we  can  effectually 
hold  Northern  Arkansas  by  it.  You  can  strengthen  yourself  by  these 
organizations  and  hold  that  section  for  awhile.  Send  to  Springfield  for 
arms  and  ammunition  to  distribute.  I have  issued  an  order  for  some  to 
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be  turned  over  to  you.  Keep  a strict  watch  on  the  movements  of  Mar- 
maduke,  and  see  that  he  does  not  get  by  you.  He  has  about  3,000  men 
and  six  pieces  of  artillery,  and  is  on  the  north  side  of  White  Eiver,  at 
Batesville.  What  force  have  you  left  at  Forsyth  ? 

F.  J.  HERROK, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Fayetteville,  A^gril  3, 1863. 

Major-General  Herron,  Rolla : 

My  command  consists  of  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  1,020 ; First  Ar- 
kansas Infantry,  830 ; First  Arkansas  Light  Artillery,  110 ; total  ag- 
gregate, 1,960  men.  At  present  about  1,500  are  effective,  were  they 
supplied.  The  cavalry  have  only  154  serviceable  and  65  unserviceable 
horses,  and  are  destitute  of  clothing  and  ammunition ; only  a partial 
supply.  The  infantry  have  the  picked-up  guns  from  Prairie  Grove,  but 
neither  tents,  clothing,  nor  transportation.  I have  long  begged  for  sup- 
plies. I understand  General  Schofield  commands  our  district,  and  have 
telegraphed  these  facts  to  him.  Colonel  Phillips  moved  to  Cincinnati, 
25  miles  west  of  this,  and  expects  to  move  on  Fort  Smith  in  a few  days. 
I cannot  assist,  for  want  of  supplies,  and  must  fortify  here.  Cabell  is 
in  command  of  the  rebel  forces  of  Southwestern  Arkansas.  The  rebel 
cavalry  are  under  Brooks,  and  are  scattered  at  Clarksville,  Roseville, 
Ozark,  and  Frog  Bayou.  CabelFs  and  two  other  regiments  are  on  this 
side,  at  mouth  of  Frog  5 and  Brooks,  with  the  debris  of  five  regiments, 
is  on  the  other  side,  in  supporting  distance.  They  have  hauled  most  of 
their  corn  on  the  south  side,  and  have  depots  all  the  way  to  Red  River, 
whither  they  skedaddle  if  vigorously  attacked. 

M.  LA  RUE  HARRISOK, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Fayetteville,  April  4, 1863. 

Major-General  Herron,  Eolla  : 

I sent  a man  to  Batesville  two  weeks  ago  5 he  has  just  returned ; he 
says  Marmaduke  crossed  White  River  and  moved  northeast  with  3,000 
men  on  Sunday,  March  29  5 expected  to  move  up  into  Missouri  near 
Black  River ; he  left  tw^o  companies  in  Searcy  County,  which  were 
routed  a few  days  ago  by  a part  of  Colonel  Weer’s  command,  and  they 
have  sent  to  Little  Rock,  to  Greene,  for  re-enforcements.  A lady  has 
just  come  in  from  Little  Rock.  Price  arrived  there  on  the  25th,  with 
his  staff'  and  a small  escort,  but  brought  no  forces  across  the  river.  He 
is  reported  to  have  6,000  men  about  2 miles  below  the  Rock. 

M.  LA  RUE  HARRISOK, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Carrollton,  Arlc.,  April  4,  1863. 

Lieut.  R.  Carpenter, 

Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Expedition  to  Osage  ForJc : 

It  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  colonel  commanding  that  the 
forage  trains  of  this  command  are  repeatedly  fired  into  on  Osage  Fork 
of  King^s  River  by  lawless  men,  who  secrete  themselves  in  the  bushes, 
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and  are  encouraged  and  entertained  by  the  inhabitants  in  that  vicinity, 
you  are,  therefore,  ins.tructed  to  proceed  to  said  neighborhood  with  the 
wagons  placed  in  your  charge,  destroy  every  house  and  farm,  &c.,  owned 
by  secessionists,  together  with  their  property  that  cannot  be  made  avail- 
able to  the  army ; kill  every  bushwhacker  you  find ; bring  away  the 
women  and  children  to  this  place,  with  i)rovisions  enough  to  support 
them,  and  report  to  these  headquarters  upon  your  return. 

WM.  WEEK, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  District  of  Nebraska  Territory, 

Omaha  City,  Nehr.,  April  4,  1863. 

Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 


Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  an  affair 
with  the  Indians  on  the  Sweetwater,  just  received  by  telegraph  from 
Lieut.  Col.  William  O.  Collins,  Fort  Laramie : 


Fort  Laramie,  April  4,  1863. 

Captain  Assistant  Acljutant- Gen tral : 

Sweetwater  Station  attacked  last  niglit  by  about  20  Indians;  driven  off.  One  man 
seriously  wounded.  No  property  destroyed  except  some  wagon  harness. 

WM.  O.  COLLINS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Sixth  Ohio  Cavalry. 

The  detachment  at  Sweetwater  Bridge  consists  of  26  men,  of  Com- 
pany L,  Sixth  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  is  stationed  at  that  point  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  the  telegraph  line. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  ENO, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwauhee,  Wis.,  April  4, 1863. 

Col.  J.  C.  Ejelton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 


Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 
General-in-Chief,  that  I have  received  letters  from  General  Cook,  in- 
fbrming  me  that  scouts  and  runners,  whom  he  sent  up  the  Missouri 
some  weeks  since,  have  returned  and  report  that  the  Indians  having 
been  informed  of  the  proposed  movements  against  them  from  the  Mis- 
souri and  Minnesota,  have  moved  off  toward  DeviFs  Lake,  with  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  refuge  in  the  British  possessions  on  the  Lower  Red  River. 
From  the  account  sent  by  General  Cook,  it  seems  that  the  fact  of  the 
expedition  moving  against  them  as  soon  as  the  spring  opens  was  com- 
municated to  the  Indians  by  white  traders  from  the  Selkirk  settlements, 
who  invited  them,  in  view  of  their  danger,  to  move  into  the  British  pos- 
sessions, assuring  them  of  protection  and  assistance  in  the  way  of  arms 
and  ammunition.  I do  not  doubt  that  much  of  this  information  is  true, 
and  that  the  Indians,  if  they  find  themselves  unable  to  resist,  will  re- 
treat north  beyond  our  frontier.  How  much  assistance  they  will  receive, 
or  how  much  encouragement  will  be  given  them  at  the  British  post  and 
agencies  I do  not  know,  but  it  seems  now  probable  that  the  expeditions 
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will  find  none  of  these  Indians  within  oar  own  territory.  I am  going 
up  to  Saint  Paul  in  the  course  of  a couple  of  weeks,  and  shall  instruct 
Generals  Sibley  and  Cook  to  pursue  these  hostile  Indians  who  have 
committed  depredations  within  our  lines,  or  whose  usual  homes  are  in 
our  country,  wherever  they  may  go,  regardless  of  boundary  lines.  These 
orders  will  be  carried  out  unless  I am  otherwise  instructed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. Otherwise  the  result  will  be  that  the  Indians,  having  a secure 
place  of  refuge,  will  be  at  liberty  to  resume  hostilities  whenever  a favor- 
able occasion  presents  itself,  and  all  expeditions  against  them  must  fail 
of  success.  This  result  will  involve  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  large 
force  in  this  department  constantly  on  the  frontier  until  the  Indians 
choose  to  close  their  hostilities.  Unless  they  are  followed  into  the  Sel- 
kirk settlements,  or  anywhere  else  they  may  choose  to  go,  the  campaign 
against  them  must  of  necessity  be  a failure,  unless,  indeed,  they  choose 
to  risk  a battle.  If  they  are  not  pursued,  as  soon  as  our  forces  are  with- 
drawn to  Minnesota  and  Missouri,  the  Indians  will  follow  them  up  and 
renew  their  attacks  upon  defenseless  settlements.  Unless  thoroughly 
punished  this  summer,  there  will  be  constant  difficulty  with  them  for 
years  to  come.  If  the  Government  do  not  desire  me  to  push  into  the 
British  possessions  in  pursuit  of  any  hostile  Indians,  I respectfully 
request  to  be  informed  of  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

I am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Eolla,  April  5,  18G3. 


Col.  William  Weer, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Carrollton,,  Arlc,,  via  Forsyth : 


I learn  that  Marmaduke  is  at  Bates ville  with  3,000  cavalry  and  six 
pieces  of  artillery,  his  advance  (200  strong)  being  at  Salem,"  Ark.  It 
may  be  the  intention  of  Price  to  re-enforce  him  by  small  detachments, 
and,  when  strong  enough,  to  attack  you.  I want  you  to  stay  in  that 
section  as  long  as  possible,  but  not  to  let  Marmaduke  slip  up  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river.  Keep  a good  lookout.  Have  you  received  my 
telegrams  of  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  instant  ? 

F.  J.  HEREOK, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Hist,  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Ko.  24.  1 Helena,  Arh.,  April  6,  1863. 

I.  Maj.  Gem  0.  G.  Washburn,  having  been  assigned  to  duty  in  West 
Tennessee,  by  orders  from  department  headquarters,  is  relieved  from 
command  of  the  forces  at  Helena. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hovey,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  forces  at  Helena,  and  will  take  charge  of  the 
defenses  of  the  place. 

•**#**♦ 

By  order  of  Major-General  Prentiss : 

m JAMES  O.  PIERCE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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[Department  op  the  Missouri,] 

' A^pril  6,  1863. 

General  Blunt,  Leavenworth: 

To  prevent  confusion,  General  Loan  suggests  that  your  troops  coming 
into  Missouri  should  report  to  Colonel  King,  now  scouring  the  country 
in  La  Fayette.  I also  enjoin  on  Kansas  troops  operating  in  Missouri 
not  to  take  contraband  property  from  one  State  into  the  other.  If 
spoils  of  war  be  taken  in  Missouri,  let  them  be  retained  with  our  troops 
on  this  side.  The  people  are  glad  to  be  under  your  command,  but  they 
wish  to  avoid  grounds  of  complaint. 


SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis,  Ajgril  6,  1863 — 9.30  a.  m. 

General  Herron,  Rolla : 

I feel  much  anxiety  about  Weer’s  division.  It  is  too  far  from  sup- 
port. You  must  remedy  this  as  soon  as  possible.  It  seems  to  me  he 
should  get  on  this  side  of  White,  in  connection  with  Springfield.  Give 
your  whole  attention  to  the  troops.  I fear  Marmaduke  may  get  be- 
tween Weer  and  Springfield  with  force  enough  to  overpower  Forsyth 
and  Weer. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  April  6,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : In  reply  to  your  telegram  of  the  3d  instant,  I have  the 
honor  to  say  that  the  utmost  prudence  and  caution  will  be  exercised  by 
me  in  regard  to  the  management  of  affairs  in  the  border  counties  of 
Missouri.  Missouri  troops  will  be  used  as  far  as  available  for  that  pur- 
pose. If  additional  trooi)s  are  needed,  I shall  send  such  as  are  reliable, 
and  the  whole,  so  far  as  Jackson  County,  at  least,  is  concerned,  will  be 
under  the  immediate  control  of  Colonel  Penick,  who  I understand  is  an 
efficient  officer. 

Upon  reaching  here,  on  my  return  from  Saint  Louis,  I learned  that 
the  Eleventh  and  Tenth,  a part  of  the  Sixth  Eegiments,  and  the  First 
Kansas  Battery  had  arrived  near  Fort  Scott,  and  a part  of  the  men  had 
been  sent  home  for  thirty  days.  This  was  done  by  Colonel  Weer,  and, 
as  I understand,  with  the  approval  of  General  Schofield.  Colonel  Weer 
himself  went  with  a part  of  the  Wisconsin  Third  and  the  Wisconsin  Ninth 
in  the  direction  of  Forsyth.  Before  leaving  the  Kansas  troops,  Weer 
made  an  inflammatory  speech  to  them,  in  which  he  declared  that  he 
(Weer)  and  General  Schofield  were  their  only  friends,  and  that  he  would 
take  the  responsibility  of  sending  them  home.  He  also  denounced  me  to 
the  troops  in  the  most  disrespectful  and  violent  terms.  For  this  and  for 
many  other  acts  of  insubordination  he  should  be  dishonorably  dismissed 
from  the  service.  I shall  have  the  matter  put  in  proper  shape  and  for- 
warded to  you  for  your  action.  I shall  get  the  troops  together  again  as 
soon  as  possible,  at  least  by  the  time  there  is  sufficient  grass  to  make 
any  movement  south,  as  there  is  no  forage  south  a%d  east  of  Fort  Scott, 
but  there  is  plenty  of  corn  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  that  place. 
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riiiliips  has  sufficient  force  below  to  bold  all  tbe  country  we  bave  oc- 
cupied unless  a larger  rebel  force  is  massed  in  front  of  bim  than  seems 
probable  at  tbe  present  time.  As  soon  as  there  is  sufficient  grass  to 
subsist  animals,  I hope  to  bave  tbe  stock  recruited,  wbicb  at  present  is 
in  bad  condition ; also  bave  tbe  scattered  troops  together,  and  be  in 
readiness  to  move  in  any  direction  you  may  direct  j and  I would  suggest 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  condition  of  the  stock  and  scarcity  of  forage 
in  Southwestern  Missouri,  as  much  time  be  given  them  to  recruit  as 
possible,  unless  some  demonstration  should  be  made  by  tbe  rebels  in 
force  toward  Springfield  or  Eolla  that  would  require  them  to  be  sent  in 
that  direction. 

Has  the  Thirteenth  Eegiment  been  ordered  to  report  to  me,  as  was 
talked  of  when  I was  in  Saint  Louis'?  I am  quite  anxious  that  this 
should  be  done,  for  tbe  reasons  I then  assigned.  General  Lane  is  very 
solicitous  about  tbe  matter. 

I bave  tbe  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUKT, 

• Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Eolla,  Mo.,  April  6,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

I learn  to-day  for  tbe  first  time  from  Colonel  Ewing,  who  has  just 
arrived,  that  Weer  did  not  take  his  whole  division  with  him.  It  seems 
be  took  two  regiments  and  one  battery,  and  sent  Colonel  Ewing  with 
tbe  balance  to  Fort  Scott.  I can  find  no  authority  in  any  of  General 
ScbofiekPs  orders  or  dispatches  for  such  a movement,  so  he  must  have 
done  it  on  his  own  responsibility.  I have  been  acting  on  the  presump- 
tion that  he  had  his  entire  division  with  him.  Yesterday  I telegraphed 
him,  and  send  with  this  a copy  of  my  dispatch.*  On  learning  to-day  the 
truth,  I ordered  him  back  to  Forsyth,  where,  with  the  Mneteenth  Iowa, 
he  can  give  Marmaduke  fight.  I cannot  believe  Marmaduke^s  force  is 
over  3,000,  and  five  pieces  of  artillery.  All  accounts  agree  in  this.  I 
have  instructed  Cloud  to  support  him,  and  have  also  ordered  the  First 
Division  back  to  Springfield,  from  Fort  Scott.  Colonel  Cloud  is  per- 
fectly safe  at  Springfield.  It  is  unfortunate  the  Second  and  Third 
Divisions  are  so  far  away  from  there,  but  it  will  be  impossible  to  move 
them  down  now,  without  carrying  forage  from  here.  I have  ordered 
Colonel  Ewing  back  to  his  command.  He  will  call  at  Saint  Louis  and 
explain  the  action  of  Weer  in  dividing  the  First  Division.  I am  an- 
noyed at  being  so  far  away  from  the  scene  of  operations.  The  divisions 
here  are  rapidly  getting  into  shape.  I am  giving  the  closest  attention 
to  matters,  and  will  endeavor  to  keep  things  straight.  General  Vande- 
ver  and  myself  inspected  the  Third  Division  to-day.  He  will  assume 
command  of  the  Second  Division  to-morrow. 

F.  J.  HEEEOY, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  on  Long  Creek,  Ark.,  April  6,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron,  Eolla,  Mo. : 

Your  dispatch  of  3d  instant  is  received.  It  reached  me  while  on  the 
road  from  Carrollton  to  Forsyth.  I had  started  because  of  the  repre- 


Not  found. 
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sentations  of  Lieutenaut-Colouel  Kent,  that  Forsyth  was  in  danger  of 
attack  by  Marmaduke.  Your  order  requiring  me  to  take  a position  at 
Talbot’s  Crossing  has  caused  me  to  change  my  programme.  I will  leave 
the  Forsyth  road  at  this  point  to-morrow  morning,  and  endeavor  to 
move  down  Bear  Creek  and  establish  a camp  intermediate  between  For- 
syth and  Talbot’s  Crossing.  I notify  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kent  of  this 
' change  of  march  so  that  in  case  of  danger  he  may  promptly  inform  me. 
I have  scoured  the  country  thoroughly,  but  have  no  tidings  from  Mar- 
maduke, except  through  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kent.  He  states  to  me 
that  he  is  encamped  in  North  Fork  of  White  Eiver,  some  60  miles  from 
Forsyth,  with  7,000  men.  I have  had  some  200  men  toward  Yellville 
for  three  days,  whom  I decided  to  march  to  Forsyth.  I sent  a party  of 
10  men  to  order  their  return.  They  were  cut  oft*  and  compelled  to  come 
back ; they  report  the  main  detachment  as  having  gone  to  Yellville, 
killing  some  rebels.  I have  heard  nothing  from  it  directly.  A small 
party  previously  sent  to  Dubuque,  on  White  Eiver,  returned  and  report 
nothing  special.  My  forage  trains  having  been  repeatedly  fired  into 
by  bushwhackers  at  ascertain  locality  on  Osage  Fork  of  King’s  Eiver, 
I have  destroyed  some  forty  buildings,  including  dwelling-houses.  I 
offered  the  women  and  children  wagons  to  move  their  effects  and  subsist- 
ence in  my  camp,  all  of  which  was  very  contemptuously  refused.  I have 
already  notified  General  Schofield,  and  would  here  repeat  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  reputed  absence  of  forage  in  this  country,  I sent  one  of 
my  brigades  back  from  Crane  Creek.  It  is  now  near  Fort  Scott,  recruit- 
ing its  animals  and  supplies  which  could  not  be  obtained  at  Springfield. 
Forage,  however,  I find  abundant  and  grass  very  forward.  The  Army 
of  the  Frontier  could  easily  subsist  on  Crooked  Creek.  From  all  the  signs 
in  the  country,  I am  of  the  opinion  that  the  enemy  will  shortly  make 
a demonstration  in  this  direction.  Allow  me  again  to  suggest  that  the 
Arkansas  troops  at  Fayetteville  be  sent  into  this  region;  they  would  be 
invaluable  here. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W^M.  W^EEE, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Division, 


Hdqes.  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camjg  Totten,  Mo.,  April  6, 1863. 

Maj.  William  Hyde  Clark, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Army  of  the  Frontier,  Folia,  Mo. : 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  instructions, 
I am  now  encamped  with  the  cavalry  and  artillery  of  my  division  at  and 
near  the  first  crossing  of  Little  Piney,  from  Eolla,  on  the  Eelfe  road, 
and  10  miles  distant  from  Eolla. 

I shall  be  happy  to  receive  the  visit  from  the  major-general  command- 
ing, and  my  successor,  Brigadier-General  Yandever,  and  will  try  to  make 
the  same  as  pleasant  as  circumstances  will  permit.  If  the  major-gen- 
eral commanding  desires  to  review  the  troops,  I would  request  previous 
notice.  Ground  is  very  scarce  for  such  a ceremony,  and  would  need 
considerable  preparation. 

The  infantry  under  Colonel  Dye  will  be  here  at  an  early  hour  this 
morning. 

• Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  WICKEESHAM, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Col.  J.  M.  Glover, 

Commanding  Sub -District : 


Pilot  Knob,  April  6,  1863. 


William  E.  Johnson,  forty-nine  years  old,  lived  in  Texas  j is  going  to 
Iowa.  Says  he  lives  in  Dallas  County,  Texas,  and  left  there  with  the 
ostensible  purpose  of  coming  to  Missouri,  but  wished  to  go  to  Iowa. 
Was  stopped  in  the  Choctaw  Nation  by  Albert  Pike.  He  had  about 
400  Indians  and  a few  Texans.  Was  also  stopped  by  Hindman,  15th  of 
January,  1863,  at  Dardanelle,  on  Arkansas  Eiver,  80  miles  below  Fort 
Smith.  Was  stopped  by  Marmaduke  1st  of  February  at  Batesville. 
Marmaduke  was  then  encamped  beyond  the  river.  Heard  then  and 
since  his  intention  was  to  come  to  Pilot  Knob.  He  had  about  4,000 
men,  all  mounted  on  very  poor  barefooted  horses,  and  nothing  with 
which  to  feed  or  shoe  them,  except  what  they  took.  His  commissaries 
had  provided  provisions  for  his  force  as  far  as  Powhatan,  Ark.  He 
had  six  pieces  of  artillery,  that  I saw.  Price  was  at  or  near  Little 
Eock,  moving  or  about  to  move  north.  I heard,  about  six  days  ago,  from 
a conversation  between  Colonel  [W.  M.]  Ponder  and  Marmaduke,  that 
Price  was  to  come  up  the  White  Eiver,  thence  to  Salem,  thence  to  Eolla. 
He  is  reported  to  have  14,000  men,  one-third  being  mounted.  They  are 
all  scarce  of  ammunition ; they  expected  a supply  from  Vicksburg,  but 
it  has  been  refused  because  of  the  siege  of  that  place.  They  intend  to 
take  our  outposts,  with  the  expectation  of  getting  ammunition. 

Mr.  Johnson  thinks  Price  will  have  to  move  his  artillery  with  oxen. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 


JOHN  F.  TYLEE, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Pilot  Knob, 


[Indorsement.] 

Saint  Louis,  April  11,  1863. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  Headquarters,  Washington,  for  information. 

Price  is,  no  doubt,  going  to  move  heaven  and  earth  to  raise  or  mass 
forces  in  Arkansas.  He  ought  to  be  attacked  from  Helena  before  he 
gets  far  in  this  scheme  j his  popularity  in  Arkansas  and  Missouri  will 
enable  him  to  do  much  mischief. 

As  now  situated.  Eastern  Arkansas  is  under  General  GranPs  com- 
mand. I am  obliged  to  stop  sending  more  troops  from.  Southeastern 
Missouri  until  I ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  Marmaduke. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


I Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  7,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief : 

General  Blunt  telegraphs  from  Leavenworth  as  follows  : 

Major  Ransom,  Sixth  Kansas,  informs  me  that  he  has  destroyed  Hicks’  hand  of 
guerrillas,  in  Jackson  County,  Missouri,  killing  17,  and  hung  2 engaged  in  the  rob- 
bery of  the  Sam.  Gaty.  Also  recovered  some  of  the  contrabands,  and  captured  21  of 
the  bushwhackers’  horses  and  seven  guerrilla  camps,  with  all  their  equipage,  ammu- 
nition, &c. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General, 


204 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 


Washington,  A'pril  7, 1863. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Brigadier-General  Schofield  will  report  to  Major-General  Bosecrans, 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

Bv  order  of  Major-General  Ilalleck  : 

J.  0.  KELTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  April  7, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  Milwaukee: 

General  : Yours  of  the  4th  instant,  asking  me  to  furnish  four  com- 
panies to  escort  boats  up  the  Missouri,  is  duly  received.  I am  stripped 
of  every  iiossible  man  for  every  adjoining  department,  and  Price  is  try- 
ing to  raise  a new  army  to  give  new  life  to  the  rebels  about  me.  I can- 
not tell  what  may  be  my  necessities  when  your  boats  arrive.  I can  as- 
sure you,  general,  I will  do  the  best  I can.  I think,  however,  it  w^ould 
be  safest  for  you  to  pick  up  such  force  in  Illinois  as  you  come  through, 
for  I am  obliged  to  send  out  escorts  every  day,  and  very  likely  I may 
be  stripped  so  bare  when  you  come  I cannot  make  such  a detail.  As  to 
artillery,  I cannot  furnish  it ; and  from  your  letters  I do  not  understand 
that  you  expect  me  to  do  so.  If  you  had  two  light  pieces  of  artillery  on 
each  boat  it  would  be  better,  and  less  infantry  would  be  required.  With 
two  guns  you  can  keep  up  such  a fire  as  to  prevent  an  Indian  charge, 
which  might  be  made  while  a single  gun  was  loading.  I have  been  try- 
ing to  arm  all  the  boats  that  run  on  all  the  Western  w^aters,  but  cannot 
procure  the  sort  of  guns  necessary. 

I am,  general,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAME.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


Poll  A,  April  7,  1863. 

]\raj or- General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis  : 

Colonel  Cloud  informs  me  that  a scout  is  just  in  from  Talbot’s  Eerr3", 
east  of  Yellville,  and  that  no  force  is  on  the  north  side  of  the  river.  , 
Sell nable  has  250  men  at  Yellville.  Nothing  from  Forsyth.  There  is 
nothing  to  confirm  the  reported  approach  of  Marmaduke. 

F.  J.  HEREON, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


’ Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  7,  1863. 

General  Herron,  Bolla : 

Colonel  Cloud  cannot  leave  Springfield,  and  I do  not  think  much  of 
Weer’s  standing  to  fight  anybody.  It  is  not  best  to  risk  a battle  by  a 
single  division  ; such  a force  is  only  fit  for  a reconnaissance  or  foraging 
expedition.  Weer  should  avoid  a battle,  and  so  should  the  troops  at 
Forsyth,  as  all  reports  place  Marmaduke’s  forces  at  4,000  to  7,000,  with 
several  pieces  of  artillery. 

SAME.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 
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/ • Eolla,  A][)ril  7,  1863. 
Major-General  Ouetis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

My  idea  was  not  for  Cloud  to  leave  Springfield,  but  to  co-operate 
with  Weer  to  such  extent  that  he  will  not  have  to  abandon  Forsyth 
without  it  is  absolutely  necessary.  Should  they  leave  Forsyth  our  troops 
at  Fayetteville  would  have  to  abandon  that  point.  Had  Weer  retained 
the  whole  division  with  him  all  would  have  been  well.  My  accounts 
represent  Marmaduke’s  force  at  from  2,500  to  3,000  cavalry  and  five 
pieces  of  artillery.  This  is  corroborated  every  day.  Colonel  Cloud 
telegraphs  to-day  that  Marmaduke  is  not  on  the  north  side  of  the  river. 
I will  bring  Weer  back  to  Forsyth  at  once.  What  is  to  be  done  about 
the  First  Division  ? Colonel  Ewing  will  explain  the  condition  of  afitairs 
to  you. 

F.  J.  HEREOjS^, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquaeteks  in  the  Field, 

Camp  Lane,  10  miles  southwest  of  Evansville,  April  8,  1863. 

Major-General  Blunt  : 

I am  33  miles  from  Van  Buren.  The  enemy  were  crossing  the  river 
to  take  off  stock.  I have  sent  a large  scout,  under  Major  Foreman,  to 
drive  the  stock  in  the  valley  up  the  Gibson.  We  drove  their  scouts 
back  yesterday.  The  train  of  refugees  is  at  Park  Hill.  I shall  go  there 
and  put  matters  in  shape  immediately;  shall  then  drive  the  enemy  from 
the  south  bank  of  the  river,  as  that  will  be  the  only  way  to  keep  them 
from  scouting  in.  No  forage.  Refugees  all  need  to  be  fed.  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior  should  send  some  food.  The  part  of  Arkansas 
adjoining  is  exhausted  of  wheat  or  corn.  The  enemy  are  evidently 
determined  to  contest  for  Fort  Smith.  The  Arkansas  troops,  until 
equipped,  are  unable  to  furnish  me  a man  to  go  outside  of  Fayetteville. 
Would  like  to  have  them  in  shape,  and  a white  regiment  to  garrison 
Fort  Smith,  and  I can  take  it  myself.  It  will  be  slow  recruiting  among 
the  Choctaws  until  I take  it.  Curtis  telegraphed  me  not  to  cross  the 
river.  I must  cross  to  raise  the  two  regiments,  if  it  should  be  but  to 
drive  them  away  from  Fort  Smith  and  Canadian  and  recross.  The  enemy 
about  Fort  Smith  are  reported  6,000  strong. 

Respectfully, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 


General  Heeron,  Rolla : 


[Department  oe  the  Missouri,] 

April  8,  1863. 


I am  not  particular  how  you  arrange  your  force  about  Forsyth,  so  it 
is  not  liable  to  be  overpowered.  I would  like  to  hold  Forsyth,  but  if 
that  iioint  cannot  be  held  safely,  it  will  be  necessary  to  bring  the  First 
Division  north  and  near  enough  to  Springfield  to  support  that  point. 
Probably  Linn  Creek  would  be  a good  place.  We  must  be  where  feed 
can  be  had,  and  at  the  same  time  we  must  try  to  check  raids  and  pro- 
tect people  as  well  as  we  can.  I am  informed  Price  is  on  this  side  of  the 
Mississippi,  trying  to  recruit  an  army.  Kirby  Smith  was  at  Little  Rock 
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about  the  15th  ultimo.  General  Schofield  goes  to  Eosecrans.  He  wants 
to  take  battalion  of  First  Missouri  Cavalry.  Had  they  best  go  ? Does 
Major  Banzhaf  wish  to  go  ? 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Hdqks.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Forsyth,  Mo.,  April  8,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron, 

Comdg.  Army  of  Frontier,  Eolla,  Mo.,  or  at  his  headquarters  : 


Eeached  here  to-day.  Your  dispatch  ordering  me  to  reconnoiter  both 
sides  of  the  river  determined  my  coming  here,  as  I could  not  do  so, 
being  on  the  south  side.  Have  not  received  dispatches  of  2d  and  4th 
instant.  I understand  Orders,  Ko.  27,  Department  Headquarters,  is 
out,  in  regard  to  furloughs  and  muster ; have  not  received  it.  Please 
give  me  instructions,  as  I am  beset  with  applications.  My  party  sent 
to  Yellville,  under  Captain  Derry,  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  has 
returned  to  Carrollton  j absent  some  days.  They  drove  the  enemy  every- 
where ; killed  some,  took  prisoners,  and  only  lost  2 horses.  The  bands 
in  that  region  may  be  regarded  as  having  fled  to  Marmaduke.  He 
learned  at  Yellville  that  Marmaduke  was  at  Batesville,  5,000  strong. 
Two  other  parties  are  yet  out.  Union  families  are  all  leaving  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Carrollton.  Allow  me  again  to  suggest  the  moving  of  the 
Fayetteville  troops  eastward.  Let  them  be  stationed  at  Huntsville, 
Carrollton,  Yellville,  &c.  Two  companies  at  Jasper  have  held  their 
own  very  successfully.  Those  troops  know  the  by-jiaths.  Their  pres- 
ence would  aid  and  encourage  Union  organizations ; as  it  is,  their  horses 
are  dying  at  Fayetteville  for  want  of  forage,  and  doing  no  duty.  Colo- 
nel Phillips^  Indian  and  white  troops  are  certainly  ample  to  guard  all 
approaches  south  of  White  Eiver.  I can  assure  you  of  an  abundance ' 
of  subsistence  for  animals.  If  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  move 
south  toward  Batesville,  could  I not  move  down  the  north  side  of  the 
river  ? The  force  at  Forsyth  was  the  ilineteenth  Ohio  Infantry  and  two 
squadrons  of  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry.  I have  now  added  to  it  the  Mnth 
Wisconsin  Infantry,  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Battery,  and  six  squadrons  of 
the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry.  The  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  at  Spring- 
field,  could  do  good  service  down  the  river.  The  Ninth  Wisconsin  In- 
fantry was  not  paid  last  payment,  because  certain  allotment  rolls  were 
with  some  other  paymaster.  They  are  suffering,  and  request  a pay- 
master sent,  ordered  to  pay  regardless  of  these  rolls. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WEEE, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Division. 


Eolla,  Mo.,  April  9,  1863. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 

Colonel  Harrison  informs  me  that  a spy  has  just  reached  him,  direct 
from  Batesville,  with  information  that  Marmaduke  crossed  the  north 
side  of  White  Eiver,  on  March  30,  with  3,000  men,  and  intended  on 
entering  Missouri  near  Black  Eiver.  It  may  be  his  intention,  by  a 
dash,  to  damage  our  railroad,  or  he  may  locate  at  Pocahontas,  to  carry 
out  their  conscription  act.  I have  sent  spies  to  West  Plains  and  east 
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of  that.  If  I could  get  1,000  cavalry  horses  at  once,  and  he  should 
move  in  this  direction,  I would  try  and  prevent  his  returning  to  Ar- 
kansas this  season.  My  cavalry  horses  are  used  up,  and  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  I have  a new  lot.  I could  not  follow  the  enemy  10  miles 
with  what  cavalry  I have  now. 

F.  J.  HEKEOK, 

Major- Generalj  Commanding. 


Springfield,  Mo.,  April  9,  1863. 

Major-General  Herron,  Rolla : 

Scout  named  Glenn,  employed  by  Captain  Pierre,  just  arrived,  via 
Gainesville;  left  Batesville  on  3d  instant.  Marmaduke,  Burbridge, 
Shelby,  and  others,  in  all  eight  regiments,  all  mounted,  seven  pieces  ar- 
tillery, including  one  24-pounder,  at  Batesville  when  he  left ; plenty 
of  ammunition,  but  transportation  scarce  and  poor.  Intend  to  move 
on  Pilot  Knob  or  Cape  Girardeau,  forming  junction  with  Jeff.  Thomp- 
son, who  is  now  in  vicinity  of  Crowley’s  Eidge.  Confirms  Price’s  arrival 
at  Little  Eock,  but  it  is  not  certain  whether  he  or  Marmaduke  will 
command  the  expedition  into  Missouri.  Their  movements  each  with  a 
view  to  co-operating  with  Copperheads  of  Southern  Illinois,  so  they  say. 

Eespectfully, 

W.  F.  CLOUD, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Eolla,  Mo.,  April  9, 1863. 

Col.  William  Weer, 

Commanding  First  Division.,  near  Forsyth  : 

All  information  here  agrees  in  one  thing,  viz,  that  Marmaduke  crossed 
to  the  north  side  of  White  Eiver  on  March  30,  and  moved  in  some  di- 
rection with  3,000  men  and  five  pieces  of  artillery.  Tou  had  better 
locate  your  infantry  and  artillery  as  near  as  possible  to  Forsyth,  and 
with  your  cavalry  keep  a lookout  to  the  east  and  southeast.  A scoutipg 
party  occasionally  to  Talbot’s  Ferry  will  be  better  than  a permanent 
camp  or  picket.  Keep  me  fully  informed  as  to  your  location,  and  any 
news  you  get. 


F.  J.  HEEEON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  in  the  Field, 
Cincinnati,  April  — , via  Fayetteville,  Arh.,  April  9,  1863.  - 

General  James  G.  Blunt  : 

Main  command  here;  force  at  Park  Hill;  post  at  Hildebrand’s  Mill; 
Fort  Bennett  being  fortified ; Captain  Spilman  with  refugees,  moving 
into  the  Indian  Nation.  He  camped  at  Fort  Wayne  last  night.  Shall 
march  below  Evansville  to-morrow ; there  I expect  to  get  wheat  or 
corn  enough  to  give  two  quarts  a day  to  battery  and  cavalry  horses ; feed 
ponies  on  grass;  move  on  Park  Hill  to  meet  refugees;  have  issued 
orders  and  directions  to  fa^m  in  Cincinnati  and  Arkansas.  Troops  at 
Fayetteville  notable  to  move  in  this  direction;  have  ordered  them  to 
fortify  rapidly.  Eebel  scouts  were  pushing  this  way  from  the  river  be- 
fore I came  down ; were  driven  back.  Loyal  refugees  coming  from 
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south  of  Arkansas  Eiver  and  Texas.  Have  got  wheat,  and  made  500 
sacks  of  flour  in  two  weeks,  but  will  need  supplies  when  they  get  here. 
Has  the  train  started?  I shall  be  on  the  Arkansas  immediately. 
Eespectfully, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel.^  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  10, 1863. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief.,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

My  Dear  General  : I thank  you  for  the  order  sending  me  to  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  for  your  eflbrts  to  secure  my  promotion. 
There  is  a powerful  combination  of  military  and  political  aspirants  in 
this  department,  whose  success  requires  my  removal  from  any  impor- 
tant command  here,  and  sufiiciently  unscrupulous  to  resort  to  any  means 
that  might  be  necessary  to  accomplish  it.  I was  aware  of  my  inability 
to  withstand  such  attacks  as  might  be  expected  from  these  men,  and 
hence  desired  to  be  separated  from  them  before  it  was  too  late.  I am 
as  willing  as  anybody  to  be  sacrificed  when  any  good  is  to  be  accom- 
plished % it,  but  do  not  like  to  be  slaughtered  for  nothing.  Had  Gen- 
eral Sumner  lived  to  take  command  here,  I should  have  been  glad  to 
remain  here ; as  it  is,  it  would  be  deep  humiliation  to  me,  without  any 
probable  chance  of  good  to  the  service. 

I make  these  remarks  because  of  a letter  just  received  from  Professor 
Bartlett,  in  which  he  mentions  having  received  one  from  you  containing 
a reference  to  a letter  you  had  written  me  a few  weeks  before.  I did 
not  receive  the  letter  you  refer  to. 

Please  accept  my  hearty  thanks  for  the  kindness  you  have  always 
shown  me. 

Your  sincere  friend, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  10,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt, 

Leavenworth,  Kans. : 

General:  Yours  of  the  6th  was  duly  received.  I have  directed 
Weer  to  be  arrested.  Send  on  your  charges.  General  Ewing^s  report 
corroborates  your  statements. 

Efforts  are  made  to  confound  the  “ Eed  Legs  ” with  our  Federal  troops, 
and  prejudice  your  command  of  a part  of  Missouri.  I therefore  sent  the 
telegram  to  which  you  refer.  I told  everybody  you  would  be  better 
able  to  put  down  the  “Eed  Legs.”  As  to  moving  the  Thirteenth,  that 
must  be  delayed  until  we  get  back  some  of  the  troops  sent  away  by 
Weer.  I have  also  news  of  a movement  by  Marmaduke,  and  we  cannot 
tell  Avhere  he  may  turn  up.  He  gave  out  that  he  was  moving  against 
Pilot  Knob,  but  he  may  be  going  quite  a different  way.  It  is  pretty 
certain  he  has  moved  over  to  this  side  of  White  Eiver  and  moved  north. 
It  is  also  pretty  certain  that  Price  is  trying  to  muster  forces  for  a move- 
ment northward.  Our  troops  must  be  completely  fitted  for  a fight,  and 
you  must  get  all  the  new  recruits  you  can.  I am  trying  to  get  a com- 
plete outfit  for  a battery  which  has  been  mustered  at  Fayetteville.  Har- 
rison informs  me  that  Johnson’s  regiment  is  full,  and  they  have  com- 


Chap.  XXXI V.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


209 


uieuced  raising  another.  It  is  time  to  increase  our  infantry,  as  cavalry 
will  soon  be  almost  useless,  for  the  want  of  forage  in  the  country  where 
we  will  have  to  operate.  Grass  will  not  do  for  moving  armies  in  the 
South  5 there  is  not  enough  on  the  ground.  I do  not  see  how  Price  can 
equip  and  feed  an  army  in  the  Arkansas  Valley.  I hope  we  will  be  able 
to  drive  him  down  into  Texas,  but  even  there  grass  grows  very  thin  on 
the  ground.  The  great  light  at  Charleston  is  now  the  absorbing  topic. 
I have  no  doubt  our  troops  will  make  great  efforts  to  beat  down  those 
terrible  batteries,  but  they  have  a work  of  giants  before  them.  Keep 
me  posted,  general. 

I remain,  very  truly,  yours, 

SAML.  E.  CUKTIS, 

Major-  General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Eolla,  Mo.j  April  10, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis,  , 

. Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Colonel  Cloud  telegraphs  me  that  one  of  my  spies  has  just  arrived 
at  Springfield  from  Batesville,  which  place  he  left  on  the  3d  instant. 
Marmaduke,  Burbridge,  Shelby,  and  others  were  there  with  light  cav- 
alry regiments  and  seven  pieces  of  artillery,  including  one  24:-pounder. 
Had  plenty  of  ammunition,  but  scarce  of  transportation.  They  intend 
moving  on  Pilot  Knob  or  Cape  Girardeau,  and  forming  junction  with 
Jeff.  Thompson,  who  is  said  to  be  in  vicinity  of  Crowley ^s  Eidge.  This 
agrees  with  other  information  that  I have  to  about  the  same  effect. 
Price  arrived  at  Little  Eock  on  the  25th  of  March.  Kirby  Smith  is  also 
there  beyond  any  question.  The  rebels  say  the  movement  of  each  is 
with  a view  to  co-operate  with  the  Copperheads  of  Southern  Illinois. 

F.  J.  HEEEOK, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

Forsyth,  Mo.,  April  10,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron, 

Commanding,  Bolla,  Mo, : 

Your  dispatch  of  the  9th  instant  is  received.  My  scouting  party  from 
Yellville  has  returned  this  evening.  They  were  under  Captain  Derry, 
Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and  have  done  excellent  service,  killing  and 
capturing  another  party  under  Major  Schroeling.  Same  regiment  has 
also  returned,  coming  up  White  Elver,  by  way  of  Dubuque.  They  have 
done  similar  execution.  This  morning  I started  a party  of  10  men  from 
the  First  Iowa  Cavalry  down  north  side  of  White  Eiver,  to  Talbot’s 
Ferry.  Enrolling  men,  under  your  authority  to  raise  independent  organi- 
zations, has  commenced.  I have  a lot  of  prisoners,  among  them  one 
who  left  Marmaduke’s  command  the  1st  of  April.  I have  also  letters 
taken  from  bodies  of  killed.  I can  only  give  you  my  conclusion.  It  is, 
that  Price  intends  to  invade  Missouri.  He  and  Kirby  Smith  are  at  Little 
Eock  with  20,000  and  sixty  pieces  of  artillery.  IMarmaduke’s  cpmmand 
moved  from  Batesville  last  Sunday,  but  for  a short  distance.  ' He  has 
Shelby’s  and  Shallen’s  [Shaler’s  ?]  brigades  and  Elliott’s  battalion,  with 
six  pieces  of  artillery,  all  iron  save  one,  which  is  a brass  piece  they  claim 
to  have  ca,ptured  from  Springfield.  His  men  are  in  fine  spirits  j were 
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paid  to  last  December,  and  have  unbounded  faith  in  old  Pap.”  He  has 
received  supplies  from  below  by  two  steamboats,  Blue  Wing  and  Tom 
Suggs.  The  river  is  getting  low,  and  his  late  move  was  simply  to  place 
himself  at  the  head  of  navigation.  He  can  easily  be  captured  if  you 
will  move  toward  his  front,  and  let  me  go  between  him  and  Little 
Kock.  lean  see  no  escape.  AVhite  Eiver  is  a humbug  j it  can  be 
crossed  anywhere.  Unless  a movement  is  made  offensive,  my  opinion 
is  that  he  will  fall  back  to  Little  Kock  and  escape  ns.  A splendid 
foraging  region  is  below  us.  To-morrow  I will  commence  arranging 
defenses  for  my  artillery ; but  in  all  candor  I must  say  to  you  that  I feel 
that  my  place  is  nearer  the  enemy  than  where  I am.  You  may  have 
better  information  than  my  own,  but  1 feel  it  a duty  to  say  to  you  that 
an  army  is  organizing  in  our  front ; that  we  can  destroy  that  army  by 
detail.  In  the  mean  time  I shall  faithfully  obey  your  instructions. 

WM.  WEEK, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Post. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  A;pril  11, 1863. 
Col.  William  A.  Fayetteville^  Arlc. : 

You  are  directed  not  to  cross  the  Arkansas  Eiver  with  the  view  of 
holding  a position  there  until  further  orders.  But  these  instructions 
are  not  to  be  construed  to  prevent  you  from  making  a dash  upon  the 
enemy  upon  the  other  side  of  the  river,  when  it  can  be  done  with  ad- 
vantage and  safety.  But  any  arrangements  to  occupy  a jiosition  there 
permanently  must  be  deferred  for  the  present.  Keep  your  forces  within 
supporting  distance,  and  do  not  suffer  the  enemy  to  mass  their  forces 
and  attack  you  in  detail. 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Major- General j Commanding. 


Eolla,  Mo.,  April  11, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson,  Saint  Louis j Mo..: 

I have 3,000  cavalry  here,  but  poorly  mounted;  imobably  one-half  that 
number  fit  for  service.  If  ray  requisitions  for  horses  were  promptly 
filled,  I could  have  the  whole  force  ready  for  duty.  They  will  all  be 
needed  soon,  and  the  horses  should  be  sent  me  without  delay.  Urge 
the  matter,  for  I desire  to  follow  Marmaduke  in  his  proposed  move- 
ments. 

F.  J.  HEEEON, 

3Iajor- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis.,  Mo.,  April  11,  1863. 

Capt.  William  Hyde  Clark, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eolla  : 

I have  cavalry  posted  as  follows:  Two  regiments  at  Pilot  Knob,  two 
battalions  at  Batesville,  one  regiment  at  Patterson,  and  two  regiments  at 
Bloomfield.  From  these  I have  outposts  at  Centreville,  Van  Buren, 
Greenwood  Valley,  Eeeves’  Station,  Poplar  Bluff',  and  Chalk  Bluff',  and 
from  these  outposts  the  line  of  Black  Eiver  is  picketed.  I send  you 
this  information,  so  as  action  can  be  [taken]  and  in  concert. 

DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier -General. 
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P'AYETTEVILLE,  Ark.,  April  11,  1863. 
Major-General  Herron,  , 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier  : 

A man  is  here  from-  Little  Eock.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bishop  knew 
him  at  Elkhorn  last  fall,  and  thinks  him  truthful.  He  says  Price  made 
his  speech  at  Grand  Kiver  on  the  26th  to  about  8,000  troops.  He  saw 
three  pieces  of  artillery  shipped  to  Brooks’  command,  which  is  at  Ozark, , 
for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  attacking  Fayetteville.  He  overheard 
General  Fagan  asking  Colonel  Gunter  if  they  could  subsist  in  Madison, 
Washington,  and  Benton  Counties.  Gunter  said  yes.  Fagan  says  Gen- 
eral Kirby  Smith’s  plan  is  to  send  the  main  army  to  Devall’s  Bluff,  and 
attack  Weer’s  division  that  way;  then  attack  Fayetteville  with  the  cav- 
alry and  some  artillery.  This  man  says  three  men  have  told  there  in 
his  hearing  that  our  fighting  force  is  from  10,000  to  12,000  men,  which 
is  about  correct,  as  some  are  always  out  on  scouts  and  for  forage.  I 
think  a raid  is  intended  next  week,  and  have  requested  Colonel  Phillips 
to  assist  in  breaking  up  the  Ozark  command  before  he  does  anything 
else,  but  have  no  reply.  You  know  our  fighting  condition.  We  should 
be  re-enforced  by  some,  at  least  till  we  get  our  own  artillery  and  arms. 

M.  LA  RUE  HAERISOK, 

Colonel j Commanding  Post. 


Saint  Joseph,  Mo.,  April  11,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief : 

We  understand  that  the  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry  has  been  ordered  . 
; to  cross  the  Missouri  and  report  at  Sioux  City.  If  this  order  is  carried 
s out,  it  will  leave  the  whole  frontier  of  Nebraska,  as  well  as  the  emi- 
grants’ stage  and  telegraph  to  the  mountains,  unprotected.  In  our 
opinion  these  troops  should  be  left  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  at 
least  for  the  present. 

ALYIN  SAUNDERS, 

Governor  of  Nehrasha. 

E.  CREIGHTON, 

Superintendent  Pacific  Telegraph  Company. 


War  Department, 

^Yashington^  April  11,  1863. 

I Major-General  Pope,  Milwaukee,  Wis. : 

The  President  directs  that  under  no  circumstances  will  our  troops 
cross  the  boundary  line  into  British  territory  without  his  authority. 

- H.  W.  HALLECK, 

r General  in-  Chief. 


(t 


Hdqrs.  Dists.  W.  Ark.  and  Ind.  T.,  Dept,  of  the  Mo., 
In  the  Field,  Camp  at  Park  Hill,  Cherokee  Nation,  April  12,  1863. 


■L,  Major-General  Blunt,  Leavenworth.,  lians. : 

SiK:  We  have  swept  this  side  of  the  Arkansas  River  clean.  A con- 
' ^ siderable  portion  of  my  force  holds  Fort  Gibson.  I shall  move  the 
' yvhole  command  there,  except  a sjnall  force  to  guard  my  hosi)ital,  which 
is  here,  and  the  people  who  are  here. 
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The  refugees  have  arrived,  and  are  greatly  rejoiced.  They  are  putting 
in  crops. 

We  had  two  successful  skirmishes  with  rebels;  one  at  Lindsay’s  Prairie 
took  in  or  destroyed  one  entire  guerrilla  company  that  has  infested 
there:  The  captain  and  7 men  killed.  The  other  affair  was  below  the 
Illinois.  The  rebels  attempted  a surprise,  and  were  badly  cut  up,  the 
commanding  officer  being  killed,  and  a number  of  his  men,  in  their  attack 
or  while  trying  to  swim  the  Arkansas. 

General  Steele  is  on  his  way  to  the  force  they  are  gathering  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  They  are  firing  over  the  river  at  my 
pickets;  drove  a force  out  of  Gibson.  The  fords  are  deep,  and  the  en- 
emy seems  to  expect  to  hold  them . Every  ford  to  Fort  Smith  is  guarded, 
the  purpose  being  to  keep  the  people  south  of  the  river  from  coming  over 
to  me.  I have  had  overtures  from  Colonel  Drew,  Captain  Vann,  and 
also  from  the  Creeks.  The  enemy  is  nervous  about  my  crossing  the 
river,  and  I expect  to  amuse  him  in  front  while  I take  him  in.  A good, 
decent  crack  at  him  will  fill  up  the  Fourth  and  Fifth.  The  agents  agree 
to  bread  the  refugees  as  soon  as  they  get  it  down.  I furnished  an  escort 
for  their  trains  of  50  men.  Owing  to  the  flour  I made  at  Hildebrand’s, 
we  will  all  get  along  well  enough,  but  I had  to  feed  the  refugees  the 
moment  they  came.  Colonel  Harrison  wants  me  to  go  back  and  stand 
guard  over  Fayetteville.  If  he  should  be  threatened,  shall  I order  him 
this  way  Please  advise  me  of  your  designs  and  movements,  and  re- 
port my  course  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  commander  of  the  department. 

Pespectfully, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dists.  of  W.  Ark.  and  Ind  T.,  Dept  of  the  Mo., 

In  the  Field,  Farlc  Hill,  [A;pril  12,  1863.] 

Col.  M.  La  Eue  Harrison, 

Commanding  Fost,  Fayetteville,  Ark.  : 

Sir  : I regret  to  learn  that  the  guerrillas  have  been  threatening  your 
communications.  I presume  the  secret  of  it  is  that  Colonel  Weer,  who 
was  southwest  of  Carrollton  at  last  accounts,  had  driven  the  bush- 
whackers toward  White  Eiver.  Open  communications  with  Colonel 
Weer. 

A part  of  my  command  took  in  a whole  company  of  guerrillas  near 
Lindsay’s  Prairie,  Ark.,  two  days  ago.  The  captain  and  7 of  his  men 
were  killed,  and  the  remainder  wounded  or  taken. 

Major  Foreman  has  returned  to  my  command.  When  I marched  here 
from  Lee’s  Creek,  I made  him  sweep  the  valley  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver 
on  my  flank  with  all  the  mounted  men  I could  spare. 

The  rebels  had  been  driving  the  cattle  of  the  Cherokee  people  into 
herds,  preparatory  to  driving  them  over  the  river.  These  cattle  we  took 
from  them,  and  drove  them  this  way.  At  the  mouth  of  Illinois  Eiver 
we  had  an  affair  with  a rebel  force,  which  resulted  in  the  complete  rout 
of  the  party.  The  rebel  commander  was  killed  and  a number  of  others 
wounded  or  taken  prisoners.  Some  were  drowned  attempting  to  swim 
over.  We  were  so  fortunate  as  to  lose  no  one  in  either  of  these  affairs. 

A large  portion  of  my  force  is  in  Fort  Gibson.  The  enemy  is  on  the 
opposite  bank,  and  seems  inclined  to  contest  the  passage.  The  fords 
are  very  deep.  The  rebels  have  sent  to  Fort  Smith  for  all  but  a garri- 
son of  200  men,  and  General  Steele  is  now  up  this  way  somewhere. 
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The  rebels  guard  well,  their  fords,  to  keep  deserters  and  runaways  or 
loyal  people  from  coming  over.  1 have  had  overtures  from  a number 
of  prominent  persons  over  the  river,  but  they  cannot  get  to  us  until  1 
drive  the  enemy  away.  I should  infinitely  prefer  to  draw  them  from 
Fort  Smith  out  to  the  prairies  opposite.  Of  course  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  me  to  move  a large  force  on  Ozark  Eiver ; doing  so  would 
leave  the  enemy  on  my  rear ; Fort  Smith  even  would  be  my  rear.  But, 
apart  from  all  questions  as  to  the  policy  of  it,  it  would  be  against  the 
orders  of  General  Blunt,  in  whose  command  I am  placed.  He  has  sent 
the  refugee  families  into  the  Kation.  I had  to  drive  a force  of  200 
rebels  out  of  Gibson  when  I came  in.  The  enemy  has  been  massing  a 
force  there  since,  and  my  going  toward  Ozark  would  require  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  country  by  these  people.  In  addition,  my  stock  is  not  in 
condition  to  warrant  an  advance  on  Ozark,  and  the  attempt  to  send  my 
poor  horses  would  merely  scatter  my  command  on  the  road  between 
this  and  Ozark. 

If  the  enemy  gets  the  regiment  that  was  on  Fetter  Creek,  with  Bryan, 
and  the  other  forces  he  has,  Steele  may  be  tempted  to  stand  and  fight. 
If  so,  I will  surely  whip  him,  and  any  blow  would  open  the  country 
south,  and  enable  me  to  fill  up  the  two  regiments  I am  ordered  to  re- 
cruit. I still  think,  when  I can  drive  the  enemy  from  the  river  toward 
Eed  Eiver  or  take  them,  that  I will  thereby  not  only  carry  out  my  or- 
ders, but  relieve  you.  Even  should  I find  it  proper  to  take  Fort  Smith, 
it  would  necessitate  the  evacuation  of  Ozark.  However,  I will  do  the 
best  I can.  I do  not  believe  Brooks  has  so  many  men  at  Ozark.  Dan- 
nerberg  and  other  men  came  to  me,  with  pale  faces,  at  Lee^s  Creek,  when 
I was  marching  in,  and  told  me  that  Price  was  at  Van  Buren  and  Fort 
Smith,  with  30,000  men.  I knew  then,  as  I know  now,  that  it  was  all 
nonsense.  If  you  should  be  pressed,  fall  back  on  Hildebrand’s  Mill, 
where  I have  a fortification  and  a command,  and  I will  support  you 
there.  Keep  your  rear  open.  My  rear,  which  is  now  up  the  Grand 
Eiver  Yalley,  is  perfectly  clear  and  open.  An  advance  to  Ozark,  until 
I drive  the  enemy  before  me,  would  cut  it  otf. 

I shall  cheerfully  render  such  support  to  you  as  is  consistent  with  the 
orders  I receive. 

With  earnest  wishes  for  your  success,  I remain,  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  op  the  Frontier, 

Forsyth,  31o.,  April  12,  1863. 

Commanding  Officer,  Galena : 

I am  informed  that  great  numbers  of  refugees  from  Arkansas  have 
started  to  your  place,  on  their  way  north.  They  have  with  them,  to 
some  extent,  property  which  was  taken  under  the  protection  of  my  com- 
mand. I desire  an  account  of  the  same  to  be  taken,  not  intending, 
however,  to  interfere  witli  its  present  use,  but  desiring  to  have  a report 
made  to  me  of  the  names  of  those  who  possess  it  and  the  description  of 
the  property. 

My  chief  purpose  in  sending  messengers  to  you  is  to  inform  you  of 
the  fact  that  I am  authorized  by  General  Herron,  who  commands  this 
army,  to  raise  organizations  of  Union  men  in  Arkansas,  and  to  arm  them 
and  furnish  them  with  ammunition.  I wish  this  news  communicated  to 
all  persons  in  your  vicinity,  and  particularly  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  ; 
it  should  have  the  effect  of  raising  men  in  great  numbers,  and  thereby 
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increase  the  strength  of  the  Union  cause.  What  I desire  is  that  the 
men  who  wish  to  enter  the  organization  will  enroll  themselves  under 
some  person  of  their  own  choosing,  and  report  the  names  to  me.  I will 
turn  over  to  such  persons,  so  selected,  arms  and  ammunition.  I will  ex- 
pect that  the  companies  thus  equipped  will  take  care  of  themselves, 
and  play  themselves  out  of  secesh.  They  will  be  under  no  orders  save 
their  own  as  long  as  I am  in  the  country.  I will  help  them  when  hard 
pressed.  Perhaps  the  best  way  to  accomplish  the  end  desired  is  to  send 
to  me  all  persons,  refugees  from  Arkansas,  who  are  wishing  to  take  up 
arms  in  defense  of  their  homes,  when  I will  give  them  such  information 
as  may  be  in  my  power. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WEEE, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver  City,  Colo.,  April  12,  1863. 

Capt.  J.  C.  Davidson, 

Commanding  Company  (7,  First  Colorado  Cavalry : 

Captain  : I am  directed  by  the  colonel  commanding  to  say  to  you 
that,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  Lieutenant  Shoup  captured  an  entire 
band  of  3 [?]  guerrillas  10  miles  east  of  the  head  of  Squirrel  Creek. 
Eiley  killed,  Waggle  wounded,  and  Way  taken  prisoner.  There  were  7 
together  the  day  before,  but  only  3 in  camp  at  night.  There  are  in  all 
about  90 ; they  are  yet  scattered,  but  will  be  most  likely  to  rendezvous 
at  or  near  Gray^s  Eanch , on  the  Purgatory.  Captain  Kerber  is  at  Canon 
City,  with  Company  I;  Captain  Backus,  with  Company  L,  at  Pueblo; 
Lieutenant  Shoup  at  Colorado  City,  with  25  men,  and  Captain  Eobbins 
at  Eussellville,  with  Company  K;  and  we  will  give  them  a lively  turn. 
W e must  catch  and  exterminate  these  villains.  They  are  not  honorable 
combatants,  but  sly  thieves  and  cold-blooded  murderers.  They  have 
already  killed  3 men  and  stolen  much  stock.  Give  us  all  the  informa- 
tion you  can  get,  and  let  me  know  your  wants. 

Captain  Logan  is  down  the  Platte  after  the  Indians.  CanT  tell  what 
will  come  next. 

I am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  SOULE, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver^  Colo..,  April  12,  1863. 

Lieut.  George  L.  Shoup, 

Comdg.  Detachment  Company  L,  First  Colorado  Cavalry : 

Lieutenant  : I am  directed  by  the  colonel  commanding  to  say  to 
you  that  he  highly  appreciated  your  energy  and  sagacity  in  the  capture 
of  the  entire  band  of  guerrillas.  Hopes  you  will  be  abla  to  catch  more 
of  the  same  kind,  and,  if  they  show  any  resistance,  that  you  will  not 
give  yourself  much  trouble  with  them.  They  are  not  honorable  combat- 
ants, but  miserable,  sneaking  thieves  and  murderers,  and  deserve  to  be 
treated  accordingly.  Your  course  is  fully  approved,  and  commended  to 
others.  You  must  close  in  on  and  exterminate  these  wretches  and  vil- 
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lains  before  they  gain  confiderice  and  strengtli,  ortliey  will  be  very  for- 
midable in  this  mountainous  and  thinly  settled  country.  The  colonel  will 
send  a detachment  down  after  the  prisoners,  so  that  your  force  may  not 
be  weakened  too  much,  and  your  horses,  already  reduced,  may  have  the 
better  chance  to  recruit.  Let  your  wants  be  known  at  these  headquar- 
ters, and,  if  in  the  line  of  possibilities,  they  shall  be  met.  The  man  you 
sent  will  remain  here  to  rest  a day  or  two,  and  will  return  to  your  com- 
mand. Have  the  prisoners  put  in  irons,  so  they  may  be  sure  not  to 
escape. 

I am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  ' 

S.  S.  SOULE, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Camp  Douglass, 

April  13,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief : 

Unless  immediately  re-enforced  with  cavalry,  the  Indians,  urged  on 
by  Mormons,  will  break  up  the  overland  mail  and  make  the  emigrant 
route  impassable. 

P.  EDWD.  CONisOE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  oe  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis^  Mo.,  April  13,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk,  Helena,  Ark. : 

General  : Your  favor  of  the  9th,  by  your  good  wife,  has  just  been 
received.  1 have  also  had  a long  talk  with  her  about  matters.  It  must 
be  deeply  mortifying  to  you  and  all  our  troops  to  come  out  of  that  pass, 
but  I am  rejoiced  to  know  that  you  are  out.  I believe  I wrote  you  my 
misgivings  at  the  first.  I am  glad  to  hear  also  that  the  troops  are  in 
pretty  good  health.  They  are  no  doubt  much  needed  somewhere,  and 
I hope  somebody  will  make  better  use  of  them  in  the  future  than  in  the 
past  six  months.  This  is  rather  harsher  expression  than  I usually  in- 
dulge in,  but  everybody  seems  to  be  coming  clown  on  everybody,  and  I 
may  as  well  begin.  I am  going  to  send  your  wife  to  Washington  on 
the  matter  of  your  return  to  this  city.  I think  she  can  see  the  officials 
when  others  may  not  be  able  to  do  so.  I am  not  able  to  promise  you 
the  Saint  Louis  District,  but  you  will  have  enough  to  do  at  headquar- 
ters, if  not  elsewhere,  and  in  the  mean  time  you  can  take  care  of  other 
interests  outside  of  military  matters,  and  very  important  to  the  safety 
of  our  country.  I am  glad  to  hear  you  are  in  good  health.  The  suc- 
cess of  the  negro  enrollment  is  a triumph  for  me.  1 hope  they  will  be  ' 
made  good  soldiers.  It  will  be  well  to  keep  the  i)ublic  posted  oi>  this 
matter.  The  Democrat  this  evening  has  a letter  giving  the  result  of 
the  meeting  at  Fort  Curtis.  These  things  will  return  to  our  troops  and 
increase  the  enthusiasm.  I shall  do  all  I can  to  keep  the  ball  a rolling. 
Then,  if  our  Government  will  conscript,  so  as  to  fill  up  the  old  regiments, 
we  can  put  down  the  rebellion  very  soon.  I got  a good  letter  from  Noble 
yesterday,  but  the  Yazoo  squirrels  which  he  kindly  forwarded  were  both 
lost  in  the  Father  of  Waters.  Tell  him  I will  write  soon,  but  at  present 
I unite  with  him  in  mourning  their  untimely  end.  Keep  me  posted  as 
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well  as  you  can.  I have  been  always  anxious  to  hear  everything  about 
the  Yazoo  move,  but  now  that  it  has  signally  failed,  I suppose  "no  one 
will  become  its  historian.  I have  written  the  President  that  I will  be 
))leased  to  have  him  consummate  his  effort  to  relieve  me  from  a very 
difficult  command,  but  I got  no  response.  It  seems  that  the  idea  was 
to  get  the  matter  more  under  the  influence  of  State  authority  and  State 
troops,  and  Attorney-General  Bates  was  backed  by  the  Missouri  dele- 
gation in  this  effort.  If  they  wish  to  try  it,  I want  to  step  out.  Indeed, 
I have  weakened  my  force  so  much  I can  do  very  little.  Meantime  T toil 
on  and  ever,  and  remain,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

SAML.  E.  GGETIS, 

Major- General. 


Headquartees  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Eolla^  Mo.j  April  13,  18G3. 

Major-General  Curtis,  ' 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : I am  at  a loss  to  know  how  I stand  with  the  First  Divis- 
ion of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier.  Since  assuming  command  I have  not 
received  any  order  detaching  them  from  this  corps,  but  they  have  moved 
into  General  Blunt’s  district,  and  do  not  report  here,  with  the  exception 
of  that  portion  under  Weer,  at  Forsyth.  If  they  are  attached  to  this 
army,  I would  like  to  organize  the  division  and  get  it  into  shape  for 
operations.  General  Ewing  stated  that  he  would  like  that  division  for 
liis  command.  With  Weer  under  arrest,  the  command  devolves  upon 
Salomon,  an  officer  in  whom  I have  not  much  confidence.  Will  you 
])lease  inform  me  in  regard  to  this  ? It  is  said  that  Colonel  Boyd’s  regi- 
ment goes  to  Springfield,  and  that  he  will  have  command  of  the  South- 
western District.  If  such  is  the  case,  I would  like  to  have  Cloud,  and  he 
also  desires  to  go  with  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  HEREON, 

Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

Forsyth.,  Mo.^  April  13,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron, 

Commanding  Artny  of  the  Frontier  : 

I have  in  my  camp  prisoners  captured  and  deserters  from  Little  Eock, 
Texas,  Bragg’s  army,  and  Marmaduke’s.  The  sum  of  the  information 
furnished  is  as  follows:  In  Texas  every  one  available  is  being  con- 
scripted. Marmaduke  has  moved  to  Pocahontas.  Price  is  to  be  there 
on  the  15th  instant.  Missouri  is  to  be  invaded  iu  its  eastern  portion.  At 
Little  Eock  are  twenty  regiments  of  infantry,  averaging  about  400  encli. 
A battery  was  sent  to  Marmaduke  about  the  20th  of  March.  At  Pine 
Bluff  is  a large  force,  under  McCulloch.  The  Alissourians  at  Vicks- 
burg are  to  join  Price  at  Pocahontas.  The  rebels  are  badly  pushed  for 
subsistence,  so  far  as  I can  understand.  I can  find  nothing  worth 
mentioning.  My  command  has  spread  terror  through  the  whole  country. 
Allow  me  again  to  suggest  that  an  offensive  movement  on  our  part  will 
prevent  an  invasion  of  Missouri.  If  this  movement  be  not  correct,  the 
enemy  is  manufacturing  a well-planned  lie.  It  requires  my  utmost 
efforts  to  forage  this  small  command.  I could  do  it  far  easier,  and 
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watch  the  enemy  at  the  same  time,  if  close  up  to  their  front.  Let  me 
beg  you,  general,  to  attend  to  the  matter  of  paying  off  the  Ninth  Wis- 
consin Infantry.  Its  claims  in  this  behalf  are  certainly  meritorious. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  WEEK, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Division.  . 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Northwest, 

No.  14.  j Milwaukee,  Wis.,  April  13,  1863. 

******* 

I.  Maj.  William  W.  Burns,  commissary  of  subsistence,  having  reported 
at  these  headquarters,  is  assigned  to  duty  as  chief  commissary  in  this 
department,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Pope : 

E.  O.  SELFEIDGE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  April  14,  1863. 

Major-General  Pope,  Milwaukee,  TTis. : 

I regret  that  I cannot  just  now  give  you  any  more  troops.  There  is  to 
be  a Cabinet  council  on  the  disposition  of  the  Indians  under  your  charge. 
As  soon  as  anything  is  decided  on,  I will  telegraph  to  you. 

H.  W.  HALLEGK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

War  Department, 
Washington,  April  15,  1863 — 12.25  p.  m. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

The  Eirs*t  Wisconsin  Cavalry  was  suggested  on  their  own,  or  the  Gov- 
ernor’s, request.  Of  course,  you  will  exercise  your  discretion  what  to 
send.  It  is  important,  however,  that  you  help  General  Eosecrans  all 
you  possibly  can.  No  serious  demonstrations  can  be  now  made  against 
your  department.  On  the  other  hand,  the  enemy  is  massing  his  strength 
against  General  Eosecrans. 

H.  W.  HALLEGK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  H allege, 

Genei'al-in- Chief : 


Saint  Louis,  Mo., 

April  15,  1863 — 3.50  i).  m. 


The  Burdell  matter  will  not  result  harshly.  Burdell  himself  is  on 
trial.  Price  is  moving  heaven  and  earth  to  get  up  forces,  and  is  re- 
ported at  Pocahontas  to-day.  Will  keep  Eosecrans’  wants  in  view,  and 
do  all  I can  for  my  comrades  everywhere.  The  State  militia  go  to  plow- 
ing instead  of  soldiering,  and  Federal  troops  are  my  sole  reliance. 

SAIML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 
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Leavenwoeth  City,  Kans.,  April  15,  1863. 
Genera]  James  G.  Blunt, 

Commanding  District  of  Kansas  : 

SiE  : The  city  of  Leavenworth  is  now  quiet.  The  citizens  generally 
have  confidence  in  the  administration,  and  believe  it  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  our  city  to  abolish  martial  law.  1 therefore  request  you  to  do 
so,  as  I am  confident  that,  with  the  police  force  T have,  the  lives,  persons, 
and  property  of  loyal  citizens  will  be  fully  protected.  I wouhl  ask  you 
to  permit  Captain  Killen’s  company  to  remain  here  for  the  present,  sub- 
ject to  my  order  when  needed  to  protect  the  peace  or  execute  the  laws, 
and  to  do  such  duty  in  the  surrounding  country  as  you  may  deem  best. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  R.  ARTHOKY, 

Mayor. 


IIeadquaetees  Aemy  of  the  Frontiee, 

Eolla,  Jlo.,  April  15,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Cuetis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

General  : It  is  evident  from  the  rebel  movements  that  a demon- 
stration will  soon  be  made  on  some  point  in  Southeastern  Missouri,  and 
that,  under  cover  of  it,  the  balance  of  the  rebel  force  will  be  moved  from 
Little  Rock  to  Batesville  or  Rocahontas.  How  well  General  Davidson 
is  prepared  to  receive  them  in  the  southeast  T do  not  know,  but  it  is  a 
question  whether  we  should  not  make  some  efibrt  to  cut  off  or  capture 
Marmaduke’s  force,  while  it  is  so  far  from  the  main  body.  I think  it 
might  be  done,  and  his  artillery  captured.  Generals  Price  and  Kirby 
Smith  are  working  all  their  infantry  force  at  budding  fortifications  on 
the  Arkansas  River,  between  Little  Rock  and  Arkansas  Post.  Marma- 
duke  in  the  mean  time  hovers  on  our  front.  They  will  not  make  another 
effort  in  Western  Arkansas,  and  by  adopting  the  proper  plan  I think 
we  can  hold  that  portion  of  the  State,  even  to  the  river,  with  Arkansas 
troops.  I have  studied  the  matter  thoroughly,  since  my  arrival  here, 
and  as  the  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  we  can  move,*it  would  be 
well  that  we  have  a consultation  in  regard  to  matters. 

There  are  also  many  things  connected  with  the  First  Division  that  I 
am  unadvised  about,  and  can’t  tell  what  to  do.  They  are  matters  that 
devolve  upon  you  to  settle.  As  yet  the  First  Division  is  not  organized 
to  suit  me. 

1 would  report  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  in  good  condition, 
ready  and  anxious  to  move.  Our  only  want  is  cavalry  horses,  and  these 
I think  Captain  Bradley  will  have  in  a few  days. 

I think,  in  order  to  have  a full  and  complete  understanding,  it  would 
require  a })ersonal  interview. 

With  kind  regards,  I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  HERROK, 

• Major-General.,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  16,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt, 

Commanding  District  of  Kansas  : 

General  : Yours  of  the  11th  instant,  concerning  the  disposition  of 
the  First  Kansas,  is  duly  received.  All  our  forces  must  be  held  ready 
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to  act  in  reference  to  the  progress  of  attairs  on  the  Mississippi  and 
Arkansas  Eivers.  At  present  the  troops  are  well  located  at  8aint 
, Joseph,  where  our  Union  people  fear  trouble  from  snrronnding  traitors. 
I fear  the  troops  in  NTorthwestern  Arkansas  are  too  far  from  sn])i)orting 
forces  j they  must  not  be  so  far  from  reserves  as  to  be  caught.  Ihice 
and  Kirby  Smith  are  active  in  their  efforts  to  strike  a blow  somewhere. 
Colonel  Harrison  has  fears  that  he  may  be  caught  at  Fayetteville.  No 
such  point  should  be  regarded  as  worth  the  hazard  of  a siege  or  battle 
against  superior  numbers,  but  be  ready  to  fall  back,  if  necessary. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

SAML.  11.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  A2}ril  16, 1863. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis  : 

Colonel  King  reports  having  surprised  a guerrilla  camp  on  Sni ; killed 
6,  and  routed  the  band;  captured  their  horses,  carbines,  and  revolvers. 
Had  1 man  wpunded. 

BEN.  LOAN, 

Brigadier- General.)  Missoitri  State  Militia. 


Fayetteville,  Ark.,  April  16,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Commanding  BeparGnent  of  the  Alissouri  : 

I have  news  to  April  1,  direct  from  Little  Rock.  Price  is  tliere  Vv  ith 
from  6,000  to  8,000  men.  No  fortitications  ; very  little  artillery.  Is  evi- 
dently hesitating  how  to  act  until  decisive  results  at  Vicksburg.  All 
the  cavalry  are  said  to  be  ordered  to  join  Marmaduke.  He  expects  to 
have  10,000  cavalry  for  a raid  into  Missouri.  Guerrillas  are  joining 
him,  taking  every  horse  fit  for  service  that  they  can  buy  or  steal.  Horses 
are  in  good  order.  Reports  say  20,000  Missouri  troops  are  expected  to 
come  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  come  near  New  Madrid.  This  lacks 
confirmation. 

M.  LA  RUE  HARRISON, 

Colonel)  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis  District,  April  16,  1863. 
Colonel  Bell,  Commanding)  BarnesvillG)  Mo.  : 

Keep  your  patrols  well  to  the  front.  Don’t  let  any  force  get  in  be- 
tween you  and  Patterson.  If  the  enemy  comes  up  in  force,  move  back 
to  Pilot  Knob,  via  Lesterville  and  Centreville,  recalling  the  detachment 
at  Centreville.  Organize  good  spies,  and  send  them  out  in  your  front. 

Jc  W.  DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier- Genera  I,  Command  big. 


Saint  Louis  District,  A2)ril  16,  1863. 
General  John  McNeil,  Commanding)  Bloomfield)  Mo.: 

You  will  concentrate  all  your  troops  at  once  at  Bloomfield,  calling  in 
all  your  detachments  except  the  ones  at  Poplar  Bluff  and  Chalk  Bluff 
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and  on  the  ridge  watching  your  front.  Thetje  need  not  be  stronger  than 
one  company. 

1 cannot  as  yet  tell  which  side  of  the  Saint  Francis  the  enemy  will 
move  np.  Be  prepared,  therefore,  to  fall  back  by  the  way  of  Dallas  and 
Fredericktown,  so  as  to  concentrate  with  the  troops  from  Patterson  and 
Pilot  Knob.  Be  vigilant,  and  ready  to  fight  or  move  according  to  orders. 
Organize  good  spies,  and  send  them  out. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier- General. 


Saint  Louts  District,  April  16,  1863. 

Colonel  Smart, 

Commanding.,  Patterson.,  Mo. : 

Keep  your  patrols  well  to  the  front,  as  ordered,  examining  well  the 
line  of  the  Black  Elver  from  Greenwood  Valley  to  Eeeves^  Station.  If 
the  enemy  comes  up  in  force,  move  back  to  Pilot  Knob.  Eeport  all 
occurrences  at  once  by  telegraph.  Matthews  has  been  ordered  to  join 
you  from  Jackson.  Organize  good  spies,  and  send  them  out  in  your 
front. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Forsyth,  Mo.,  April  16,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron, 

Comynanding  Army  of  the  Frontier,  Folia,  Mo. : 

I have  had  two  scouting  parties  down  each  side  of  the  river  some 
days.  As  they  sent  back  no  message,  I infer  from  this  that  they  have 
heard  nothing  of  any  enemy.  I start  another  party  out  this  morning 
to  West  Plains.  Four  refugees,  after  being  in  the  woods  some  time, 
arrived  here  from  Searcy  County.  Last  they  heard  of  Marmaduke  he 
was  at  Batesville.  I accordingly  concluded,  as  informed  heretofore, 
that  he  has  moved  to  Pocahontas.  The  supply  of  forage  within  obtain- 
ing distance  of  here  is  about  given  out.  I have  a forage  train  now  out 
eight  days  5 have  heard  from  it.  The  country  is  so  broken  between 
here  and  the  forage  region  that  wagons  move  slowly.  Already  a num- 
ber of  companies  (independent)  are  operating  on  our  side  in  the  country 
south  of  us.  The  inhabitants  are  moving — some  north,  some  south. 
I have  sent  for  the  other  brigade  to  return  from  neighborhood  of  Fort 
Scott.  We  badly  need  quartermaster  stores,  which  can  only  be  pro- 
cured at  Eolla.  tinder  these  circumstances,  might  I not  join  your  head- 
quarters with  my  command?  I could  join  the  other  brigade  and  pro- 
ceed through  a good  forage  region  down  the  Osage.  No  rebel  army  can 
come  north  by  this  point,  as  there  is' no  forage  north  of  the  Crooked 
Creek  country.  Grass  is  well  advanced,  but  it  grows  too  sparsely  on 
the  mountains  to  support  a large  army ; besides.  White  Eiver  can  be 
forded  anywhere.  I ford  it  here  with  my  loaded  wagons  and  artillery. 
The.  mounted  militia  and  Arkansas  troops  could  make  this  a rendezvous, 
and,  by  being  out  continually  scouting,  could  subsist  themselves  and  the 
better  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  There  are  no  inhabitants 
here.  The  proposition  above  made  is,  of  course,  upon  the  idea  that  no 
movement  south  could  be  made  before  1 reached  Eolla.  I am  requested 
to  ask  if  the  men  to  be  furloughed  may  not  visit  you  in  person  to  obtain 
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your  approval.  It  will  nearly  consume  the  time  of  their  furloughs  to 
await  starting  until  your  approval  reaches  them  here.  Paymaster  has 
not  arrived.  News  from  Little  Eock  is  that  Kirby  Smith  commands  the 
department,  Holmes  the  District  of  Arkansas,  Price  that  of  Missouri. 
Woman  just  in  from  there,  seeking  the  exchange  of  an  officer,  her  hus- 
band, with  letter  from  Holmes  on  subject,  directed  to  the  commander 
at  Springfield,  where  the  husband  is  confined.  She  left  on  the  6th  in- 
stant. No  movement  then  made. 

Eespectfully,  your  obeilient  servant, 

WM.  WEEE, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Division. 


Hdqrs.  Detachment  Ninth  Eeht.  Kansas  Vol.  Oav., 

Humboldt.,  Kans..,  April  16,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt, 

Commanding  District  of  Kansas  : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  10th  day  of  April,  I sent 
a detachment  of  my  company  to  the  Cottonwood  country  in  search  of 

contraband  property,  agreeably  to  your  orders  of  the  instant. 

About  40  miles  from  its  mouth,  the  detachment  came  up  with  a herd  ot 
about  1,000  head  of  cattle,  in  charge  of  about  40  Delaware  and  Shawnee 
Indians.  The  Indians  resisted,  and  the  detachment  (of  6 men)  were 
unable  to  take  possession  of  them,  the  Indians  being  armed  and  mounted. 
The  above  information  I got  to-day.  Under  the  present  circumstances,  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  send  a force  sufficient  to  take  the  cattle.  I have 
in  herd  here  or  near  here  about  550  head  of  cattle,  which  I have  been 
unable  to  send  to  Fort  Scott,  for  the  reason  that  I deem  it  unsafe  to  do 
it  without  an  escort  of  at  least  20  men,  for  the  following  reasons:  About 
one  week  ago  a party  of  bushwhackers  made  a raid  on  Lightning  Creek, 
capturing  a large  amount  of  stock,  and  committing  other  depredations  j 
and  a few  days  previous  to  that  a raid  was  made,  I think  by  the  Osage 
Indians,  in  the  same  vicinity,  who  murdered  a very  worthy  citizen,  about 
sixty  years  of  age,  and  his  son.  I am  also  informed  that  there  is  much 
dissatisfaction  among  the  Osages,  and  that  they  are  holding  secret  coun- 
cils, and  have  about  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  whites  are  so  divided 
among  themselves  that  they  can  make  a successful  fight  against  us. 
To-day  one  of  my  pickets  was  taken  prisoner ; his  horse  and  arms  taken. 
Other  reliable  reports  lead  me  to  the  belief  that  the  enemy  are  in  force 
some  40  miles  below,  on  the  Neosho.  I have  detachments  out  in  pursuit 
of  them,  and,  as  soon  as  they  report,  I will  report  the  result  tg  you  at 
once.  I must,  froih  necessity,  keep  a force  on  the  Verdigris,  in  order  to 
enforce  your  orders  of  the instant.  Taking  all  the  facts  into  con- 

sideration, I would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  sending  at  least 
two  companies  more  here,  not  only  to  protect  tjie  citizens  from  outrages 
of  Indians,  but  to  carry  out  your  orders  above  referred  to,  and  to  protect 
the  Government  from  depredations  in  stealing  stock  by  the  Indians. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  DOUDNA, 

Captain  Company  G,  Ninth  Ecgt  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

r.  S. — I presume  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  that  I feel  that  I am 
in  a very  critical  situation,  and  feel  the  imi)ortance  of  re- enforcements 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  Livingston  and  the  Osages,  I am  in- 
formed, have  had  consultations. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  xlpril  17,  18G3. 
Maj.  Geii.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ilissouri : 

General  : I telegraplied  you  this  morning  relative  to  the  Fifth  Regi- 
ment Missouri  State  Militia  (Colonel  Penick’s  regiment).  I understand 
Governor  Gamble  designs  having  it  mustered  out  of  service.  I know 
not  for  what  reason,  except  that  the  regiment  is  too  loyal  to  suit  his 
theory  of  war.  The  regiment  is  the  most  efficient  of  all  the  Missouri 
State  Militia ; the  men  and  officers  are  reliable,  and  for  this  reason  it 
should  be  the  last  to  be  mustered  out  of  the  service.  I do  not  see  how 
they  can  be  spared  from  Jackson  County  at  this  time.  They  are  willing, 
and  even  anxious,  to  change  their  military  status,  and  be  remustered 
as  regular  volunteers.  I think  measures  should  be  taken  to  have  the 
transfer  made  without  delay. 

A portion  of  the  First  Regiment  Missouri  State  Militia  (Colonel  Mc- 
Ferran^s  regiment)  is  in  this  district,  stationed  at  Harrisonville.  I have 
no  confidence  in  them.  Rebels  and  bushwhackers  speak  of  them  in 
true  commendable  terms.  I shall  send  them  out  of  my  district.  I have 
no  use  for  them,  and  shall  not  feed  them.  If  Governor  Gamble  has  any 
use  for  them,  he  can  take  them.  You  need  have  no  apprehensions  in 
.regard  to  the  Red  Legs.”  I shall  treat  them  and  all  other  lawless  bands 
as  I shall  treat  bushwhackers.  I expect  to  hang  a few  of  them  soon  by 
way  of  example.  Inclosed  you  will  find  a copy  of  instructions  to  Colo- 
nel Lynde  to  govern  his  action  ui)on  the  border.  I hope  it  will  meet 
your  approbation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  April  16,  1863. 

Col.  E.  Lynde, 

Commanding  Ninth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers  : 

Colonel  : The  western  tier  of  counties  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  lying 
south  of  the  Missouri  River,  being  now  embraced  within  the  limits  of 
this  district,  you  will,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  loyal  citi- 
zens and  punishing  traitors  and  insuring  iieace  and  quiet  upon  the 
borders  of  Kansas  and  Missouri,  move  the  troops  under  your  command 
into  the  border  tier  of  counties  before  mentioned  (your  headquarters 
remaining  at  Paola,  Kans.),  and  co-operate  with  such  other  loyal  Federal 
troops  as  you  may  find  within  the  limits  of  this  district.  The  troops 
should  be  kept  moving  or  patrolling  the  border  counties,  and  exercise 
the  utmost  vigilance  andqiromptness  in  discovering  and  destroying  all 
bands  of  guerrillas  and  outlaws,  and  when  such  parties  are  met  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  opposing  the  Federal  authorities,  they  are  not  to 
be  considered  as  belligerents,  according  to  the  rules  and  usages  of  civ- 
ilized warfare;  but,  having  organized  within  the  Federal  lines  to  oppose 
the  Federal  authorities  by  armed  resistance,  they  must  be  treated  as 
insurgents,  and  shall  suffer  death.  When  such  persons  are  taken  pris- 
oners, which  should  as  much  as  possible  be  avoided,  they  will  be  sum- 
marily tried  by  a military  commission,  to  be  appointed  by  the  senior 
officer  x>resent,  and,  if  found  guilty,  must  be  executed  by  hanging  or 
shooting,  without  delay;  but,  in  carrying  out  these  instructions,  great 
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discrimination  and  judgmeut  sliould  be  exercised,  to  the  end  that  no 
loyal  or  innocent  person  shall  suffer.  The  troops  must  be  kept  under 
complete  discipline  and  subordination,  and  all  officers  held  accountable 
for  the  conduct  of  the  men  immediately  under  their  command. 

NTo  person  or  parties  bearing  arms,  and  not  in  the  military  service, 
will  be  allowed  to  go  into  the  State  of  Missouri  as  camp  followers,  nor 
will  such  person  or  parties  be  tolerated  within  this  military  district. 

All  operations  against  rebels  must  be  directed  by  the  legal  military 
authorities.  This  injunction  is  to  apply  especially  to  an  organization 
known  as  the  ‘‘Eed  Legs,’^  which  is  an  organized  band  of  thieves  and 
violators  of  law  and  good  order.  All  such  persons  found  prowling  over 
the  country,  without  a legitimate  purpose,  must  be  disarmed ; and  if 
they  shall  be  caught  in  the  act  of  thieving  or  other  lawlessness,  or  in 
the  possession  of  stolen  property,  for  which  they  cannot  give  a good 
and  sufficient  reason,  they  shall  be  shot  upon  the  spot.  And  as  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  officers  in  the  military  service  are  implicated, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  offenses ‘committed  by  ‘‘Ked  Legs’^  and 
other  lawless  bands,  therefore,  upon  the  evidence  that  any  officer  has 
failed  or  neglected  to  carry  out  the  foregoing  instructions  in  reference 
to  such  offenders,  they  will  be  dishonorably  dismissed  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  General  Orders,  Uo.  9,  of  March  27,  issued  by  Brigadier- 
General  Loan,  will  remain  in  force  in  that  portion  of  Missouri  embraced 
within  this  district  until  further  orders.  All  stock  and  other  property 
taken  from  rebels  in  the  State  of  Missouri  will  be  turned  over  to  the 
commanding  officer  at  Kansas  City. 

Copies  of  the  foregoing  instructions  will  be  furnished  commanding 
officers  in  the  border  counties  of  Missouri,  for  their  information  and 
guidance. 

JAS.  G.  BLUKT, 

Major- General j Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth^  Kans.,  April  17,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  B.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Misnouri  : 

General:  Kecent  telegraphic  dispatches  from  Colonel  Phillips  (a 
synopsis  of  which  was  telegraphed  you  by  my  adjutant  on  yesterday 
during  my  absence  at  Kansas  City)  report  that  he  has  had  two  skir- 
mishes with  the  enemy  this  side  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  completely 
routing  them,  killing  their  leader  and  a number  of  men,  and  driving 
them  all  across  the  river.  Colonel  Phillips  is  now  occupying  Fort  Gibson 
with  a portion  of  his  command.  The  refugee  Cherokees  have  arrived 
at  their  homes,  and  are  putting  in  their  crops.  They  are  in  fine  spirits, 
and  much  i)leased  at  the  prospect  of  again  occupying  their  country. 
Eebel  forces  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  are  guarding  all  the  fords  to 
prevent  Union  citizens  from  Southwestern  Arkansas  and  Texas,  as  also 
well-disposed  Choctaws  and  Creeks,  from  crossing  over  to  join  our 
forces.  I have  directed  Colonel  Phillips  not  to  attemi)t  to  hold  any 
position  on  the  south  side  of  the. river,  and  to  keep  his  forces  within 
supporting  distance,  to  prevent  being  attacked  in  detail  .by  the  enemy 
in  force.  It  is  quite  evident  that  the  rebels  intend  to  make  an  effort  to 
cross  the  river,  and  advance  north  through  the  Indian  country.  In  my 
opinion  their  purpose  is  not  to  move  through  Missouri,  but  upon  Kan- 
sas. This  opinion  is  confirmed  by  information  I obtain  through  the 
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Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle.  I have  a man  who  joined  some  time  since 
in  Missouri  for  certain  purposes.  He  has  been  for  some  time  with 
Todd^s  band  of  guerrillas  in  Jackson  County,  and  is  well  posted  in  the 
working  of  the  order,  and  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  organized. 
I expect  to  make  a descent  upon  one  of  their  lodges  a few  nights  hence, 
and,  if  successful  in  taking  them  in,  I think  I shall  hang  all  I catch. 
There  are  about  800  of  them  in  Kansas  and  10,000  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri. They  are  all  sworn  to  support  the  Southern  Confederacy,  and 
are  secretly  procuring  arms,  and  are  confident  that  Price  will  succeed 
in  invading  Kansas  and  Missouri.  Eecruiting  officers  from  Price’s 
army  are  constantly  arriving,  and  a regular  correspondence  by  rebel 
mail  is  carried  on  between  here  and  the  rebel  army.  The  plan  of  Price, 
as  revealed  by  these  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,  is  to  make  a feint 
with  a small  force  in  the  direction  of  Springfield  or  Eolla,  while  with 
his  main  force  he  will  move  up  the  Arkansas,  and  through  the  Indian 
country  upon  Kansas,  while  the  troops  for  the  protection  of  this  line  are 
diverted  for  the  protection  of  Eolla.  Thus,  in  addition  to  being  the  most 
desirable  plan  for  them — for  there  is  no  State  they  would  so  much  like 
to  devastate  as  this — it  is  the  most  feasible  plan ; for,  leaving  Fort 
Smith  with  ten  days’  supplies  of  rations,  they  could  reach  Fort  Scott 
through  a country  well  provided  with  grazing,  provided  there  was  no 
force  to  oppose  them ; whereas  they  cannot  move  a large  army  uj)  through 
Arkansas,  for  the  want  of  grass.  Besides,  there  is  nothing  to  attract 
them  in  Missouri,  or  supplies  to  sustain  them,  except  the  Government 
stores  at  the  posts,  which  could  be  easily  destroyed  by  us  if  necessary, 
while  Kansas  would  furnish  abundance  of  supplies  after  reaching  her. 
south  border.  We  should  not  suffer  ourselves  to  be  deceived  in  regard  to 
their  anticipated  movements.  Whatever  1 may  be  able  to  learn  through 
the  “ order”  I will  keep  you  posted  in.  The  telegraph  should  not  be 
used  in  making  mention  of  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle.  General 
Ewing  has  received  orders  from  General  Herron  to  join  his  command 
with  the  Kansas  troops  now  in  this  district.  ’ I shall  retain  them  in  my 
district  unless  I receive  orders  from  you  to  the  contrary,  as  I believe 
that  all  of  them  and  many  more  will  be  needed  here  before  long. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Major-General^  Commanding. 

War  Department, 

Washington^  April  18, 1863. 

Governor  Saunders,  Omaha.,  Nehr. : 

It  was  the  opinion  of  military  officers  in  the  West  that  the  Nebraska 
cavalry  could  be  spared  to  operate  against  hostile  Indians  up  the  Mis- 
souri Eiver. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  Eighth  and  Ninth  Districts, 

Fort  Gihsony  C.  N.,  April  18,  1863 — Evening. 

Colonel  Harrison, 

Commanding  Fost,  Fayetteville,  Arlc. : 

Sir  : I am  here,  and  operating  in  the  Creek  Nation,  south  of  the  river, 
to  raise  the  new  Indian  regiments.  With  the  idedges  given  by  other 
parties  and  Government  agents,  it  would  be  difficult  to  carry  the  Indian 
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force  again  to  Fayetteville;  so,  if  you  are  threatened,  or  if  you  should 
need  my  support,  it  would  be  necessary  for  you  to  enter  the  Nation.  If 
you  get  equipped  and  armed,  and  could  march  your  force  to  join  mine, 
we  could  demolish  any  force  at  Yan  Buren  or  Fort  Smith.  My  line  of 
supplies  will  now  be  by  Grand  [Neosho]  Eiyer,  and  I could  not  leave 
the  forces  below  here  at  WebbeFs  or  Fort  Smith  to  go  below.  In  fact, 
it  would  be  ruinous  to  attempt  to  move  the  Indian  force  into  Arkansas 
until  they  are  drawn  sufficiently  far  from  the  Arkansas  Eiver  that  they 
would-  not  cross  it. 

I write  this  fully  so  that  you  will  understand  our  mutual  necessities. 
I thought,  when  I formerly  wanted  the  aid  of  your  command  to  take 
Fort  Smith,  that  driving  the  enemy  from  that  point  when  it  was  weak 
would  relieve  you,  and  permit  me  to  perform  a useful  and  inevitable 
duty  in  the  Indian  country.  For  the  past,  however,  I have  no  repin- 
ings,  and  merely  refer  to  it  so  that  you  will  understand  me. 

It  you  get  fully  equipped,  as  you  desired,  I think  our  joint  force  suf- 
ficient to  drive  the  enemy  from  Fort  Smith,  Ozark,  and  even  Clarksville. 
In  the  mean  time  I shall  try  and  break  up  the  forces  trying  to  be  or- 
ganized in  front  of  me.  The  Arkansas  Eiver  is  up  past  fording.  It 
will  be  impossible  for  me  to  move  all  of  my  force  from  the  Nation,  as  I 
shall  have  to  leave  some  to  protect  the  people. 

Keep  me  advised  as  to  your  condition.  Send  scouts  (spies)  on  to  the 
Arkansas  Eiver  to  learn  if  there  is  any  attempt  to  mass  a force,  and 
inform  me  of  what  you  learn. 

How  are  your  fortifications  ? Mine  are  progressing  rapidly  here. 

As  I have  already  written,  if  you  are  threatened,  move  westward  and 
join  me,  informing  parties  in  your  rear  of  the  movements. 

Have  you  had  communication  with  Colonel  Weer? 

Please  send  me  some  late  papers  if  you  have  them. 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonely  Commanding. 


Cassville,  Mo.,  April  18,  1863. 
Col.  William  F.  Cloud,  Commanding : 

I would  state  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant,  I sent  a lady  as 
a spy  down  in  the  section  of  country  near  Berry  ville,  and  she  has  just 
returned,  making  the  following  report: 

She  says  she  stopped  on  the  night  of  the  IGth  5 miles  west  of  Berry- 
ville,  and  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant,  100  men  of  Marma- 
duke’s  command  passed  the  house  where  she  had  stopped — the  same  men 
whom  Captain  Humphrey  fought.  They  said  that  they  were  going  to 
Newton  County,  Missouri,  but  were  to  report  back  to  their  commander 
within  twenty-one  days,  and  that  Col.  Congreve  Jackson  was  6 miles 
south  of  Berryville  with  GOO  men,  and  that  Marmaduke  was  at  Poca- 
hontas with  a considerable  force,  which  was  confidentially  told  the  lady 
of  the  house  by  the  captain  in  command  of  the  party ; also  that  General 
Price  was  between  Little  Eock  and  Batesville,  en  route  for  Missouri,  but 
was  marching  slowly,  and  foraging  for  his  Missouri  troops  that  were  in 
behind.  They  asked  a great  many  questions  with  regard  to  our  strength, 
situation,  &c.,  and  then  said  they  might  not  attack  this  place  for  several 
days.  An  officer  told  the  lady  of  the  house  that  we  would  not  be  here 
five  days  for  all  the  re  enforcements  that  could  get  here  within  that 
time. 

DAYID  McKEE, 

AlajoVy  Commanding  Post. 
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General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

iso.  10.  ) Fort  Leavenworth^  Kans.,  April  18,  1863. 

I.  Alartial  law  is  hereby  abolished  in  the  city  of  Leavenworth,  Kans., 
and  the  troops  on  provost  duty  relieved. 

II.  The  iirovost-roarshal  will  turn  over  and  account  for  all  property 
in  his  possession  to  the  proper  department. 

Contraband  stock,  &c.,  will  be  turned  over  toMaj.  L.  C.  Easton,  quar- 
termaster, Fort  Leavenworth,  on  a special  order  from  these  headquar- 
ters 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Blunt: 

THOS.  MOONLIGHT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Bloomfield,  April  20, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson, 

Commanding  Saint  Louis  District  of  Missouri: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  report  of  Major  [Hiram 
M.]  Hiller  of  his  expedition  into  Arkansas.* 

All  probably  was  accomplished  by  that  expedition  that  could  have 
been  done,  but  it  is  easy  to  see  the  depressing  effect  that  the  mutinous 
spirit  displayed  at  Chalk  Bluff*  must  have  had  on  the  command.  I have 
42  mutineers  in  arrest,  working  them  on  the  defenses  of  this  place,  and 
it  is  not  supposable  that  the  arrests  indicate  the  full  proportion  of  this 
mutinous  spirit.  I have  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  objection  to 
moving  out  of  the  State  originated  amongst  commissioned  officers.  I 
have  directed  inquiries,  but  may  not  be  able  to  report  evidence  suffi- 
cient for  conviction  before  a court,  although  abundant  for  our  moral 
conviction  of  their  guilt.  Examination  as  to  military  capability  before 
a proper  board  would  rid  the  service  of  these  self-emasculated  gentry, 
who  desire  to  circumscribe  their  service  of  their  country  by  State  lines. 

I shall  move  a reconnaissance  in  force  toward  Doniphan  to-night, 
under  command  of  Colonel  La  Grange,  who,  with  a truly  honorable 
spirit  of  enterprise,  desires  the  assignment  to  that  duty.  Due  care  has 
been  had  to  keep  us  advised  of  what  is  doing  within  the  enemy’s  lines. 

The  First  Wisconsin  are  encamped  4 miles  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Castor,  where  I can  hold  them  for  any  move.  I have  commenced  works 
of  defense,  plans  of  which  I will  forward  as  soon  as  I can  get  copies, 
and  have  been  felling  timber  and  making  abatis. 

I shall  keej)  fully  in  view,  in  every  move  I make,  the  importance  of 
covering  and  protecting  Ironton,  by  falling  back  on  Patterson,  if  neces- 
sary. In  doing  this,  I will  afford  what  protection  I can  to  Cape  Girar- 
deau, and  at  the  same  time  seek  to  harass  and  cut  off*  the  communica- 
tions of  the  enemy.  I pray  you  not  to  be  apprehensive  about  my  keep- 
ing my  little  force  compact  and  in  hand.  If  you  hear  of  my  allowing 
enterprising  moves  by  detachment,  be  sure  1 am  proceeding  on  well- 
founded  information  of  the  enemy’s  weakness  in  that  quarter,  and  1 
shall  endeavor  not  to  sacrifice  the  chance  of  a victory  over  an  army  by 
minor  enterprises,  however  tempting  the  opportunity. 

I am  still  keeping  40  wagons  here  loaded  with  commissary  supplies. 
I left  Major  Crane  at  the  Cape,  and  expected  him  here  yesterday.  I 
regret  this  delay,  as  we  might  have  been  paid  while  waiting,  and  no 
time  lost. 


Not  found. 
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We  succeeded  in  capturing  the  quartermaster  of  Colonel  Kitchen 
yesterday,  and  also  received  a prisoner  from  Captain  Hulse,  at  Chalk 
Bluff,  whom  papers,  captured  with  him,  denote  to  be  a lieutenant  in  the 
rebel  army. 

We  have  captured  2 men  who  were  engaged  .in  taking  our  couriers 
on  the  fronton  route.  One  of  them,  in  attempting  to  escape,  was  shot 
dead.  * 

All  communication  by  telegraph  has  been  cut  off  for  three  days.  I 
hope  to  have  it  right  soon. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHK  McKEIL, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  20,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron: 

General  : Yours  of  the  15th  is  duly  received.  I suppose  you  have 
seen  the  dispatch  from  Fayetteville,  reporting  our  successful  repulse  of 
the  rebels.  My  information  from  Little  Eock  is  not  very  recent,  but  all 
accounts  concur  in  showing  that  Price  is  there  or  on  this  side,  trying  to 
rally  an  army.  I cannot  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  Marmaduke,  but 
some  circumstances  induce  me  to  think  he  is  still  near  Batesville.  I hope 
to  go  and  see  your  troops,  and  could  then  confer  with  you  personally.  I 
shall  determine  in  a few  days  (two  or  three),  and  if  I cannot  go,  you  must 
come.  I hope  your  horses  are  now  being  well  fed  and  improved,  ready 
for  marching.  My  orders  all  tend  to  the  idea  of  holding  on  until  boats 
go  up  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  If  you  get  news  of  the  enemy  in  front,  give 
me  immediate  intelligence.  I have  just  seen  your  dispatch  to  Colonel 
Chipman,  which  this  letter  sufficiently  answers.  I do  not  see  that  I can 
say  anything  more  in  regard  to  your  First  Division.  I leave  it  to  your 
own  discretion  as  to  its  command  and  movements. 

Forsyth  is  an  important  crossing,  which  we  may  desire  to  use,  and  I 
therefore  require  a good  ferry  to  be  arranged.  I hope  it  may  be  con- 
venient to  preserve  it. 

I am,  very  truly,  yours, 

SAML.  K.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

April  20,  1863. 


Major-General  Herron,  Bolla : 


Your  cavalry  should  move  forward.  Marmaduke  is  driving  the  Pat- 
terson pickets  toward  Pilot  Knob.*  The  enemy  is  said  to  be  4,000 
strong,  and  your  force  may  be  of  great  use  before  we  are  through  with 
him.  Other  forces  might  be  advanced  to  Salem  to  support  your  cav- 
alry. General  Davidson  is  massing  troops  in  this  district. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

* Major-General. 


See  Marmaduke’s  expedition  into  Missouri,  April  17-May  2, 1863,  Part  I,  pp.  251-305. 
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Eolla,  Mo.j  A^pril  20,  1863.  * 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Saint  Louis j Mo. : 

Would  it  not  be  best  to  advance  the  cavalry  of  both  divisions  as  far 
as  Centreville  ? I can  send  3,000  cavalry  and  one  battery,  under  Gen- 
eral Vandever,  to  that  place,  leaviug  the  infantry  here#  There  is  no 
forage  about  Salem,  and  the  command  cannot  subsist  there  until  spring 
is  further  advanced.  Your  latest  telegram  is  just  received.  Orders  all 
issued  to  move  at  once.  General  Yandever  goes  in  command.  If  you 
think  the  infantry  had  better  move,  please  telegraph. 

E.  J.  HEEEON, 

Major- General j Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

Springfield^  Mo.^  April  20,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron: 

I rode  last  night  from  Forsyth,  to  get  in  closer  communication  with 
you.  My  last  forage  train  arrived  before  I left.  I became  convinced 
that  I could  not  subsist  my  animals  any  longer  at  Forsyth.  I was  com- 
pelled to  make  trials  for  forage  which  consumed  ten,  to  twelve  days. 
South  of  the  region  I foraged  in  subsistence  could  be  had,  but  it  was 
too  far  ] the  danger  of  starvation  was  imminent.  I therefore  started 
all  the  transportation  and  the  battery  to  Springfield  last  evening. 
They  will  be  here  to-morrow.  The  cavalry  and  two  mountain  howitzers 
I liave  sent  south,  with  such  instructions  as  will  not  only  effectually 
ascertain  the  approach  of  an  enemy  to  Forsyth  or  Springfield,  but  will 
insure  the  destruction  of  the  guerrilla  bauds  that  inhabit  the  region  at 
Yellville.  Twm  of  my  men  taken  prisoners  were  inhumanly  butchered. 
The  place  will  probably  be  destroyed.  This  matter  demands  an  expla- 
nation from  Marmaduke.  I will  write,  by  mail,  particulars.  I have 
left  at  Forsyth  two  regiments  of  infantry  (Mneteenth  Iowa  and  Ninth 
Wisconsin),  but  without  transportation  or  camp  and  garrison  equipage. 

I can  subsist  my  command  at  Springfield  much  easier  than  at  Forsyth, 
and  would  respectfully  ask  permission  to  move  the  w^hole  here.  I will 
undertake,  with  my  cavalry,  to  scour  the  country  into  Arkansas  from 
this  point,  so  as  to  protect  it.  White  Eiver  can  be  crossed  anywhere. 
These  operations  of  the  cavalry  will  assist  Union  men  out  of  the  bushes, 
where  they  are  secreted,  and  arm-  them.  I dislike  to  have  the  infantry 
encamped  without  tents,  &c.,  for  fear  of  sickness,  yet  to  keep  their 
transportation  would  insure  its  loss.  I have  hastened  ahead,  so  that, 
if  you  disapprove  this  action  of  mine,  I will  promptly  return,  and  re- 
main at  Forsyth,  as  heretofore.  I hear  that  you  have  issued  some 
order  to  the  troops  near  Fort  Scott  as  to  their  movements.  May  I ask 
the  favor  of  being  informed  as  to  its  nature,  that  I may  prepare  accord- 
ingly 1 

WM.  WEEE, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

April  20,  1863. 

Col.  William  Weer,  Springfield,  Mo.: 

You  will  bring  your  infantry  from  Forsyth  to  Springfield,  and  move 
in  the  direction  of  Houston,  selecting  some  good  foraging  country  near 
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that  place.  I have  ordered  the  balance  of  the  First  Division  to  join  you 
without  delay.  Supply  yourself  with  any  quartermasters^  stores  that 
can  be  had  "at  Springfield.  I send  with  this  a message  for  Colonel 
Ewing.  Have  it  forwarded  to  him  by  the  quickest  possible  mode. 

F.  J.  HERRON, 

* Major-General,  Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 

Rolla,  Mo.,  A])ril  20,  1803. 

Col.  Thomas  Ewing,  Fort  Scott,  Kans. : 

You  will  move  that  portion  of  the  First  Division  near  Fort  Scott 
across  the  country  north  of  Springfield  to  Houston,  in  Texas  County, 
where  the  balance  of  the  division,  under  Colonel  Weer,  will  be  found. 
Leave  an  energetic  officer  at  Fort  Scott,  to  bring  up  any  of  the  com- 
mand not  back  in  time  to  move  with  you.  You  will  please  move  the 
command  to  the  place  named  without  delay.  Report  to  me,  by  return 
messenger,  what  route  you  have  taken.  Take  with  you  from  twenty  to 
thirty  days’  rations. 

F.  J.  HERRON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Springfield,  Mo.,  April  20, 1863. 

Colonel  Salomon  : 

Dear  Sir  : General  Herron  consents  that  the  infantry  be  moved  to 
Springfield.  You  will,  therefore,  start  them  as  soon  as  possible,  including 
your  own  regiment  and  the  Nineteenth  Iowa.  The  cavalry  will  carry 
out  the  programme  already  made  known  to  them  by  me.  They,  how- 
ever, should  be  paid  before  you  start,  and  bring  with  you  the  paymaster. 
Let  the  cavalry  go  south,  and  return  by  way  of  Hartville,  where  they 
will  probably  find  us.  Let  them  inquire  for  us  all  along  from  White 
River  north,  as  we  may  be  in  the  south  part  of  Wright  County.  Cap- 
tains Shaw  and  Off  should  join  Lieutenant- Colonel  White,  if  practi- 
cable. If  they  have  not  arrived  before  you  start,  some  word  should  be 
left  with  the  inhabitants  to  that  effect.  Arrangements  should  also  be 
made  with  the  paymaster  to  deposit  their  pay  here  for  them. 

You  will  remember  there  are  some  one  hundred  guns  and  ammunition, 
intended  for  arming  independent  organizations  in  Arkansas.  If  any  well- 
known,  loyal,  and  responsible  man,  leader  of  a company,  will  receipt  for 
them,  you  may  turn  them  over  to  him,  or  any  portion  of  them,  taking  his 
receipt  and  the  names  of  his  men ; if  not,  bring  them  with  you.  Let  the 
idea  be  circulated  that  this  class  of  men  can  get  arms  by  calling  upon 
me  anywhere.  If  the  cavalry  do  not  hear  of  us  at  Hartville,  they  will 
have  to  come  to  Springfield.  Bring  away  the  ferry-boat  rope,  and  se- 
cure the  boats  by  hiding  them,  if  possible. 

Yours,  truly, 

WM.  WEER, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Division. 

P.  S. — The  rebels  made  a dash  at  Fayettevijle  and  got  whipped.  No 
important  news  from  east. 


230 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis j Mo.,  April  20,  1803. 
Col.  Chester  Hardino,  Jr.,  Saint  Joseph,  Mo. : 

Colonel  : Yours  of  the  14th  was  duly  received.  I am  glad  to  see 
you  have  put  the  troops  to  moving  about ; it  is  far  better  for  them,  and 
Avill  keep  the  rebel  camps  in  great  fear.  I am  glad  also  to  see  that  Gen- 
eral Hall  heartily  co-operates.  I think  you  are  making  a favorable  im- 
pression in  the  district.  There  is  no  law  which  would  give  us  authority 
to  receive  the  militia  as  United  States  troops,  unless  the  President  will 
so  accept  them  under  the  conscript  law.  By  that  law,  all  persons  be- 
tween twenty  and  forty-five  are  the  United  States  forces  j and  it  may 
be  the  President  could,  under  that  law,  continue  the  neighborhood  or- 
ganizations, and  furnish  the  forces  as  United  States  troops.  I have 
not  studied  the  question.  When  the  i)roper  officers  are  appointed,  this 
may  be  considered.  In  the  mean  time,  when  we  have  a sensible  man  - 
like  General  Hall  to  deal  with,  I think  we  can  get  on  very  well.  I sup- 
pose the  quartermaster  furnishes  those  who  are  in  the  service,  and  I do 
not  care  what  they  are  called,  if  they  will  only  be  ready  to  fight  rebels 
when  they  show  their  hand  in  Missouri. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,]  April  20, 18C3. 
Colonel  Phillips,  In  the  Field : 

Colonel  Harrison  has  repulsed  the  enemy  j but  the  danger  was  immi- 
nent, and  the  risk  should  not  have  been  taken.  You  must  be  near 
enough  to  support  him,  or  he  must  be  near  enough  to  support  you.  If 
you  had  been  near  enough  to  co-operate,  the  enemy  could  have  been 
pursued,  and  his  artillery  taken.  Your  force  is  not  strong  enough  to 
operate  in  separate  commands  against  formidable  force.  There  is  no 
need  of  it.  You,  being  the  senior  officer  in  that  i)ortion  of  General 
Blunt’s  district,  will  see  that  such  risks  are  not  repeated. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Springfield,  Mo..,  April  20, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department,  Saint  Louis  : 

Parties  of  200  and  300  are  continually  i)assing  into  the  southwest 
portion  of  this  district.  Will  have  to  abandon  the  western  tier  of  coun- 
ties in  order  to  protect  my  center,  or  have  more  troops  placed  at  my 
disposal.  Will  General  Blunt  garrison  the  counties  thus  abandoned? 
They  are  McDonald,  Newton,  Jasper,  Barton,  and  Vernon. 
Eespectfully, 

W.  F.  CLOUD, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Eolla,  Mo.,  April  20,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Orme, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier  : 

General  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  your  division 
be  at  once  put  in  readiness  to  move  at  a moment’s  notice.  ' You  will  see 
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that  every  exertion  is  used  to  make  the  most  of  the  limited  time  whicli 
will  probably  intervene  before  taking  the  field  for  active  service.  Fif- 
teen days^  rations  will  be  carried  by  the  wagons,  and,  if  not  on  hand, 
must  be  at  once  procured. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  BEEWSTEE, 

Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  April  20, 1863. 

General  Davidson,  Saint  Louis  : 

I understand  Colonel  [Edwin]  Smart  has  fallen  back  to  Stony  Bat- 
tery, and  is  fighting  like  -a  hero.  The  rebels  have  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. Marmaduke  undoubtedly  commands.  He  (Smart)  wants  assist- 
ance. The  last  report  says  nothing  of  the  number  of  the  rebels.  Can 
I dismount  the  32-pounder  guns  in  Fort  Curtis  and  bring  the  24  pounder 
howitzers  up  here  and  put  them  on  the  hill  above  the  depot  % I will  go 
out  to  meet  the  rebels  if  they  come,  and  I have  half  a chance,  but  would 
like  to  help  Smart,  if  you  say  so.  Please  answer  immediately,  for  I am 
making  my  arrangements  now.  The  mutineers  of  Stange’s  battery 
say  they  will  man  the  guns  if  there  is  to  be  a fight. 

JOHN  F.  TYLEE, 

Colonelj  Commanding. 


Pilot  Knob,  April  20, 1863. 

General  Davidson,  Saint  Louis  : 

A messenger  from  Colonel  Smart  says  the  rebels,  under  Marmaduke, 
are  fighting  with  about  4,000  men  and  artillery,  i)artly  heavy.  Our  men 
were  only  about  300,  the  others  being  on  scouts.  Colonel  Smart  is  fall- 
ing back  as  fast  as  he  can,  but  fighting  as  he  comes.  I think  it  would 
be  best  to  order  Colonel  Bell  and  the  troops  at  Centreville  to  concen- 
trate at  this  place,  that  our  forces  may  be  hurled  against  them  in  a mass. 
Advise  me  early.  I will  be  ready  here. 

JOHN  F.  TYLEE, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  20,  1863. 

Colonel  Tyler  : 

You  stay  where  the  depot  is  and  protect  that.  The  rebels  are  fight- 
ing for  supplies.  Bring  the  24  pounder  howitzers  up  to  the  depot  and 
place  them  in  position.  Hold  on  to  Fort  Curtis ; it  covers  the  entrance 
to  Bellevue  Y alley.  Send  the  Third  Iowa  to  cover  SmarUs  retreat. 
Concentrate  your  troops  in  good  position  at  the  dej)ot. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Omaha,  Nebb.,  April  20,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck. 

General-in-  Chief : 

A part  of  our  troops  can  and  ought  to  go  up  the  Missouri.  None,  in 
my  opinion,  should  cross  the  river.  If  they  are  taken  from  the  west 
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side,  Kearny,  Laramie,  Halleck,  telegraph  and  stage  lines,  and  the 
frontier  will  have  less  than  400  troops  for  protection.  Pope’s  demon- 
stration in  the  north  will  drive  hostile  tribes  upon  our  frontier. 

ALYIK  SAUNDERS, 

Governor  of  Nehraslca. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  21, 18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

Colonel  Smart,  commanding  a picket  at  Patterson,  was  approached 
by  a large  force  yesterday  at  12  o’clock.  He  fell  back,  bringing  away 
or  destroying  supplies.  Skirmishing  continued  8 miles.  Our  loss  about 
50.  'Forces  are  being  concentrated  at  Pilot  Knob,  and  General  David- 
son and  General  Yandever  will  probably  unite  a sufficient  force. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  21, 1863. 

Colonel  Tyler: 

Gave  the  Third  Iowa  and  the  Third  Missouri  Cavalry  and  Stange’s 
battery  put  in  marching  order  immediately,  ready  to  move  the  moment 
Glover  and  Caldwell  come  down.  Say  to  Colonel  Glover  as  soon  as  he 
comes  down  that  he  must  pursue  Marmaduke  with  great  caution  and 
advise  us  where  he  has  gone  or  is.  He  ought  to  be  able  to  cut  up 
Marmaduke  if  he  has  only  1,500  men.  After  his  fight  I shall  telegraph 
Glover  to  move  at  once.  Concentrate  Smart’s  regiment  and  your  in- 
fantry at  the  depot  5 same  with  Morton’s  troops  and  the  battery  as  soon 
as  they  come  down.  McNeil  is  moving  up  to  re-enforce  the  Knob. 

Have  you  heard  from  Bell?  You  must  have  cavalry  patrols  in  every 
direction  for  20  miles  out,  watching  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

Telegraph  freely  everything. 

J.  W.  DAYIDSON, 

Brigadier- General. 


Major-General  Herron,  Eolla : 


Saint  Louis  District, 

April  21,  1863 — 11  p.  m. 


The  following  dispatch  just  received  : 

Pilot  Knob,  April  21 — 10  p.  m. 

From  a reliable  man,  who  this  day  came  in  from  Patterson,  I understand  that  Price, 
with  a very  large  force  (reports  say  20,000  men),  was  early  this  morning  at  McKenzie 
Creek,  8 miles  west  of  Patterson,  and  was  moving  this  way.  One  of  Colonel  Smart’s 
men,  who  was  on  picket  at  Patterson,  left  behind,  and  just  returned,  says  he  saw 
about  10,000  troops  and  counted  nineteen  pieces  of  artillery. 

JOHN  F.  TYLER, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


This  ■ is  probably  an  exaggerated  account,  but  I have  no  doubt  but 
that  there  are  from  6,000  to  7,000  troops  at  or  near  Patterson,  and  that 
Price  is  there  in  person.  I shall  go  down  to  the  Knob  in  the  morning. 
I have  sent  out  to  communicate  with  Yandever.  As  yet  we  do  not 
know^  where  the  enemy’s  main  force  is.  I can  hold  the  Knob  with  my 
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3,000  ineii  against  what  is  coming.  General  Curtis  desires  me  to  give 
you  the  above  information.  I believe  they  will  try  to  get  as  near  Saint 
Louis  as  they  can. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

. Brigadier-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  21, 1863—11.50  p.  m. 

Colonel  Tyler: 

Send  hired  express  (Deer,  or  any  trusty  man)  to  Centreville,  to  com- 
municate your  last  dispatch  about  Price  to  General  Vandever,  who  is 
marching  toward  the  Knob.  Send  hired  exxiress  of  trusty  men  to  Fred- 
ericktown  ra^hdly  to  ascertain  whereabouts  of  General  McNeil,  and  to 
hurry  him  up,  by  my  order.  Call  out  Lindsay’s  and  Whitely’s  regiments 
of  Enrolled  Militia  immediately  j put  them  in  camp  as  fast  as  you  can, 
or  in  proper  buildings  at  Arcadia.  Put  the  court-house  and  main  build- 
ings in  a state  of  defense  at  Arcadia  j do  the  same,  if  required,  at  the 
Knob.  The  tw^o  24-pounder  howitzers  must  be  planted  at  the  depot  in 
proper  i)osition.  I will  be  down  in  the  morning  with  an  extra  engineer 
officer.  Drill  your  troops ; drill  three  times  a day. 

Have  you  ammunition  enough  for  small-arms  ? You  ought  to  have 
150  rounds  per  man.  Office  open  all  night.  Acknowledge  receipt. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Saint  Louis  District,  April  21, 1863. 
General  Herron,  Rolla:  ' 

The  enemy  drove  Smart’s  regiment  out  of  Patterson,  one  of  my  out- 
posts, yesterday  about  4 p.  m.  Hard  fighting ; our  loss  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  said  to  be  200.  The  enemy’s  force  variously 
estimated  from  2,500  to  4,000,  with  artillery.  Marmaduke  said  to  be 
in  command.  The  worst  of  it  is.  Smart  has  lost  Marmaduke’s  where- 
abouts. I send  Glover,  with  1,500  cavalry  and  four  pieces,  after  him. 
If  your  cavalry  could  co-operate,  we  may  get  him  or  his  artillery.  I 
think  he  will  go  out  by  the  way  of  Barnesville,  as  he  knows  I have  a 
small  post  there. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  21, 1863—1.30  p.  m. 
Colonel  Tyler,  Commanding : 

No  flag  of  truce  can  go  to  the  enemy  until  this  fighting  is  over.  You 
must  defend  Fort  Curtis  j it  covers  the  entrance  to  the  Bellevue  Valiev. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Eolla,  Mo.,  April  21, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  Davidson,  Saint  Louis: 

I have  sent  General  Vandever,  with  2,500  cavalry  and  six  pieces  of 
artillery,  in  the  direction  of  Pilot  Knob.  Should  he  hear  of  the  enemy 
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at  Barnesville,  lie  is  instructed  to  go  down  by  way  of  Centreville. 
Glover  had  better  be  notified  of  his  approach,  and,  4f  possible,  open 
communication  with  him. 

F.  J.  HEREON, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Eolla,  Mo.,  April  21,  1863: 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Orme,  Commanding  Third  Division : 

General  : You  will  have  the  First  Iowa  and  Eighth  Missouri  Cav- 
alry in  readiness  to  move  at  12  o’clock,  without  wagons,  and  with  five 
days’  rations  in  the  haversack. 

The  enemy  are  moving  on  Pilot  Knob,  and  all  our  cavalry  force,  under 
General  Yandever,  will  move  to  that  point  without  delay.  General 
Yandever  will  send  orders  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  regiments 
at  what  hour  and  by  what  route  to  move.  -The  balance  of  your  com- 
mand will  be  prepared  to  move  forward  at  such  time  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  co-operate  with  the  cavalry.  Compel  the  regiments  to  turn  out 
as  many  men  as  possible. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

• F.  J.  HERRON, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  April  21,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron,  Commanding,  Rolla: 

Your  dispatch,  in  regard  to  moving  to  Houston,  received  this  morn- 
ing. Your  dispatch  to  Colonel  Ewing  was  sent  by  me  to  Fort  Scott 
early  in  the  day.  My  transportation  and  battery  are  all  here,  and  will 
start  to-morrow  morning  to  Houston,  via  Hartville.  The  infantry,  no 
doubt,  left  Forsyth  this  morning,  as  I sent  a messenger  through  last 
night.  I will  remain  here  until  they  arrive  and  go  on  with  them.  I 
would  call  your  attention  to  facts,  as  I learn,  that  the  other  part  of  my 
division  is  about  to  be  paid  in  Kansas.  This  is  contrary  to  my  pro- 
gramme, and,  if  persisted  in,  will  lead  to  delay  in  their  moving.  Pay- 
masters here  say  that  they  have  plenty  of  money,  and  will  pay  them  on 
sight.  I have  so  written  them.  Please  ask  General  Curtis  to  stop  their 
payment  in  Kansas.  I would  not  mention  the  matter  had  I not  heard 
things  here  that  render  me  somewhat  suspicious.  My  scouting  parties 
to  West  Plains  and  Talbot’s  Perry  got  to  Forsyth  last  evening.  They 
report  no  enemy  of  importance  j nothing  but  guerrilla  bands.  The  whole 
cavalry  and  two  mountain  howitzers  left  there  to-day  for  the  South  j will 
meet  me  at  Houston.  They  will  take  a considerable  journey  in  Arkansas. 

*WM.  WEER, 

I Colonel,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  April  22,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : I have  information  that  some  2,000  or  3,000  rebels  are 
collected  on  the  Canadian  River,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a raid  into 
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the  settlement  of  Southwestern  Kofiisas.  'Eaids  by  advanced  parties 
liave  already  been  made.  Large  herds  of  stock  are  being  driven  from 
the  Indian  country,  in  the  direction  of  Pike’s  Peak,  by  bauds  of  them. 
Tbe  Osage  Indians,  on  the  southern  border,  are  also  becoming  trouble- 
some, and  a part  of  them,  no  doubt,  are  allied  with  the  rebels.  I have 
not  sufficient  mounted  force  to  meet  the  emergency.  It  is  quite  evident 
to  me  that  the  demonstration  made  upon  Southwestern  Kansas,  as  well 
as  that  made  in  Southeastern  Missouri,  is  to  create  a diversion  of  our 
troops,  to  let  the  main  rebel  force  come  up  through  the  Indian  Territory, 
upon  the  border  of  Kansas  and  Missouri. 

In  my  opinion  there  is  not  half  troops  enough  in  your  department  to 
meet  the  coming  crisis. 

The  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle  are  becoming  bolder  here  every  day. 
They  are  evidently  posted,  and  understand  the  movements  of  the  rebel 
forces. 


•Kespectfully,  &c.. 


JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Eolla,  Mo.,  April  22,  1863 — 10  p.  m. 

Major-General  Cuetis  ; 

I will  move  my  entire  command  to  Salem  to-morrow,  and  encamp  5 or 
10  miles  south  of  that  place,  awaiting  news  from  Vandever.  I have 
ordered  the  First  Division  to  Houston,  but  to-night  received  a letter 
from  Ewing,  stating  that  Blunt  said  he  would  not  permit  any  of  the 
troops  to  move  without  an  order  from  you.  The  sending  of  the  First 
Division  to  Fort  Scott  was  part  of  a scheme  to  get  them  detached  from 
this  army.  Will  you  xdease  issue  an  order  for  them  to  move? 

F.  J.  HEEEON, 

Major-  General,  Commanding, 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  22, 1863—10  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief : 

I wish  Major  [E.  D.]  Major,  Alton  prison,  exchanged  for  Major  McCon- 
nel,  taken  and  paroled  by  rebels  yesterday.  McConnel  has  important 
intelligence  to  disclose  after  exchange.  Immediate  answer  is  desired. 
Eebels  10,000  strong  in  South  Missouri.  They  hope  to  co-operate  with 
forces  raising  in  Illinois.  Much  excitement  at  Pilot  Knob,  but  the  enemy 
seems  to  move  toward  Camp  Girardeau  or  Dallas,  to  cut  off  Bloomfield 
forces.  Their  move  seems  daring  and  confident. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Eolla,  Mo.,  April  22, 1863. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  Davidson  has  telegraphed  me  the  latest  information'.  Should 
Price  come  up  farther,  I would  like  to  move  over  and  attack  him.  My 
infantry  is  ready  to  march  whenever  ordered,  but  Colonel  [Franklin 
D.]  Callender’s  refusal  to  send  carriages  for  [David]  Murphy’s  battery 
may  leave  me  short  several  pieces  of  artillery.  I think  he  should  bo 
ordered  to  furnish  me  the  new  carriages  at  once,^is  the  want  of  them 
might  prove  serious.  I have  ordered  the  First  Division  to  move  from 
Fort  Scott  across  to  Houston,  and  will  concentrate  it  at  that  point. 
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' Should  a strou.ir  move  he  made  in  the  direction  of  Pilot  Knob,  our  whole 
force  will  be  needed.  General  Vandever  is  near  Centreville  this  morn- 
ing with  2,500  cavalry  and  six  pieces  of  artillery.  I had  to  send  heavy 
guns  with  him,  not-  having  howitzers.  General  Davidson  can  commu- 
nicate with  him  from  Pilot  Knob. 

F.  J.  HERROK, 
Major-General^  Commanding, 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  A^gril  22,  1863. 
Major-General  Heeron,  Rolla^  Mo. : 

There  is  no  time  for  changing  your  carriages.  If  a strong  force  is  at 
or  near  Pilot  Knob,  your  whole  available  force  should  be  moving  for- 
ward to  support  Vandever.  Reports  are  extravagant  as  to  Price’s  num- 
bers, but  your  forces  at  Salem  or  llouston  would  be  in  better  position 
if  occasion  requires  help.  Move  forward,  and  keep  me  advised.  Will 
post  Davidson. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


IIeadquaetees  First  Division, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  April  22,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron,  Eolla  : 

Ohe  of  my  scouting  parties  to  Talbot’s  Ferry  reports  that  Price  is 
moving  up  the  Arkansas  River.  I can  hardly  credit  this  intelligence. 
I have  a number  of  officers  promoted  from  ranks,  and  men  who  need 
service  of  a mustering  officer.  Please  inform  me  if  you  will  send  one  to 
Houston,  or  shall  I send  them  to  Rolla.  Paymasters  refuse  to  pay  until 
they  are  mustered  in.  Will  you  also  give  me  the  necessary  authority 
to  take  the  paymaster  to  Houston  ? Infantry  left  Forsyth  this  G a.  m. 
Cavalry  went  south  yesterday.  All  my  transportation  left  here  this 
morning  for  Houston. 

WM.  WEER, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Rolla,  Mo.,  April  22,  1863. 

Col.  William  Weer,  Springfield,  Mo. : 

Your  telegram  received. , Move  your  command  to  Houston  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible,  notifying  me  of  the  time  you  start  from  Springfield, 
and  of  your  arrival  at  Houston.  You  can  communicate  with  me  at 
Salem  from  Houston.  Keep  a strict  lookout  to  the  east  and  south,  for 
Marmaduke’s  cavalry  will  be  in  front  of  you.  I will  regulate  the  pay- 
master. Get  what  quartermaster’s  supplies  your  command  needs  from 
Springfield.  Reduce  baggage,  and  do  not  draw  any  tents.  Shelter  tents 
will  be  sent  here  and  issued  to  this  army.  Do  not  start  the  battery  and 
transportation  until  the  infantry  comes  up.  It  would  not  be  safe. 

F.  J.  HERRON, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  \ War  Department,  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 

No.  183.  f Washington,  April  22,  1863. 

* * * . * * * * 

VII.  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  in  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  and  will  report  in  person. 
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without  delay,  to  Major  General  Curtis,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Missouri,  for  duty. 

*#*##*# 

Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  \ Hdqrs,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  30.  1 Saint  Louis ^ Jfo.,  A;pril  22 j 1863. 

' To  warn  the  public  of  the  severe  jienalties  which  will  follow  new  trans- 
gressions in  this  department,  and  for  the  convenience  of  district  com- 
manders, judge-advocates,  and  military  courts,  the  following  laws  of  war 
and  general  instructions  are  prescribed.  Judge- advocates  will  be  gov- 
erned accordingly  in  drawing  their  charges,  and  military  courts  in  their 
findings,  throughout  this  department : 

J.  The  Spy. — Some  questions  having  arisen  where  authorities  cannot 
be  conveniently  referred  to  as  to  what  constitutes  a spy,  attention  is 
invited  to  the  following : 

Spies  are  persons  who,  in  disguise,  or  under  false  pretenses,  insinuate  themselves 
among  the  enemy,  in  order  to  discover  the  state  of  his  affairs,  to  pry  into  his  designs, 
and  then  communicate  to  their  employer  the  information  thus  obtained.  * * * 

The  term  spy  is  frequently  applied  to  persons  sent  to  reconnoiter  an  enemy’s  position, 
his  forces,  defenses,  &c.,  hut  not  in  disguise,  or  under  false  pretenses.  Such,  however, 
are  not  spies  in  the  sense  in  which  that  term  is  used  in  military' and  international 
law ; nor  are  persons  so  employed  liable  to  any  more  rigorous  treatment  than  ordinary 
prisoners  of  war.  It  is  the  disguise  or  false  pretense  which  constitutes  the  perfidy 
and  forms  the  essential  elements  of  the  crime,  which,  by  the  laws  of  war,  is  punishable 
with  an  ignominious  death.  (Halleck,  International  Law,  chap.  16,  sec.  26.) 

It  may  be  added  here  that  a person  proved  to  be  a regular  soldier  of  the  enemy’s 
. army,  found  in  citizen’s  dress  (disguise),  within  the  lines  of  the  captor,  is  universally 
' dealt  with  as  a spy.  (Lieber.) 

If  he  (in  the  service  of  the  enemy)  cotoes  in  disguise  or  under  false  pretenses,  for 
„ the  purpose  of  obtaining  military  information,  he  is  a spy.  If  in  the  service  of  the 
enemy,  and  he  comes  in  disguise,  the  law  presumes  him  to  be  a spy.  (Letter  of  in- 
, . structions  fr^  Major-General  Halleck,  General-in-Chief.) 

II.  CorSespondence  with  the  Enemy,  Mail  Carrying,  &c.: 

■ A person  dwelling  in  a district  under  military  occupation  and  giving  information 
to  the  enemy  is  universally  treated  as  a spy— a spy  of  a peculiarly  dangerous  char- 
' acter.  * * * Even  mere  secret  correspondence  of  a person  in  an  occupied  district, 

; with  the  enemy,  though  the  contents  of  the  correspondence  may  have  been  innocent, 
has  subjected  the  correspondent  to  serious  consequences,  and  sometimes  to  the  rigor 
of  martial  law,  especially  if  the  offense  be  committed  after  a proclamation  to  the  con- 
trary. * * * The  S}>y  becomes  in  this  case  peculiarly  dangerous,  making  hostile 
use  of  the  protection  which,  by  the  modern  law  of  war,  the  victor  extends  to  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  the  conquered. 

By  the  Fifty- seventh  Article  of  War,  whosoever  shall  be  convicted  of 
holding  correspondence  with,  or  giving  intelligence  to,  the  enemy,  either  . 
directly  or  indirectly,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as 
shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a court-martial. 

Persons  engaged  in  carrying  such  correspondence  will  be  held  liable 
to  the  same  punishment  as  the  correspondents  themselves. 

III.  Guerrilla. — Under  the  general  term  of  guerrilla  will  be  more 
particularly  considered: 

1st.  Military  Insurgents  or  War  Rebels. — The  war  rebel  is  defined  by 
' Lieber  as  follows : 

Similar  remarks  [referring  to  those  given  under  the  ])receding  head]  apply  to  the 
rebel,  taking  the  word  in  the  primitive  meaning  of  rebellare,  that  is,  to  return  to  war 
after  Jiavipg  been  conquered,  and  to  conspiracies,  that  is,  secret  agreements  leading 
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to  sucli  reassumption  of  arms  in  bands  of  whatever  number,  or,  which  is  still  worse, 
plans  to  murder  from  secret  places. 

The  war  rebel  has  been  universally  treated  with  the  utmost  rigor  of  the  military 
law.  He  exposes  the  occupying  army  to  the  greatcvst  danger,  and  essentially  inter- 
feres with  the  mitigation  of  the  severity  of  war,  which  it  is  one  of  the  noblest  objects 
of  the  modem  law  of  war  to  obtain.  Whether  the  war  rebel  rises  on  his  own  account^ 
or  whether  he  has  been  secretly  called  upon  by  the  enemy  to  do  so,  would  make  no 
difference  whatever. 

And  particular  attention  is  further  called  to  the  following  extract  from 
a letter  of  instructions,  addressed  by  the  General-in-Chief  to  the  com- 
manding general  of  this  department ; 

All  of  Missouri  is  now  in  the  military  occupation  of  the  United  States.  The  inhabit- 
ants are,  therefore,  bound  by  the  laws  of  war  (without  any  regard  to  their  civil  alle- 
giance to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  as  the  sovereign  power)  to  render 
obedience  to  the  occupying  military  authority.  If  they  take  up  arms  in  insurrection, 
or  render  aid  and  assistance  to  the  enemy,  they  become  military  insurgents  or  mili- 
tary traitors,  and  thereby  forfeit  theirjives  and  property.  Every  one  who  was  not  in 
arms  at  the  time  of  the  occupation,  and  who  has  not  continued  in  arms,  but  who  sub- 
sequently takes  up  arms  within  the  territory  militarily  occupied  by  us,  is  not  to  be  re- 
garded as  a prisoner  of  war,  but  is  to  be  punished  as  a military  insurgent.  So  every 
one,  be  he  a citizen  of  Missouri  or  not,  who  comes  within  our  lines  as  a non-combatant, 
and  afterward  takes  up  arms,  is  a military  insurgent. 

The  above  remarks  are  apitlicable  to  all  other  parts  of  this  depart- 
ment now  in  the  military  occupation  of  the  United  States. 

Officers  or  men  sent  by  the  enemy  within  our  lines  to  recruit,  thereby 
inciting  insurrection,  become  themselves  (when  not  indeed  actual  spies) 
military  insurgents.  Such  also  are  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,  and 
members  of  other  secret  organizations  looking  to  any  opposition  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  being  in  the  nature  of  conspirators. 

Whoever  shall  be  convicted  as  a military  insurgent  shall  suffer  death, 
according  to  the  usages  of  nations,  by  sentence  of  a military  commis- 
sion. 

2d.  The  Partisan : 

The  partisan  corps  designates  bodies  detached  from  the  main  army.  * * * The 
partisan  leader  commands  a corps  whose  object  is  to  injure  the  enemy  by  action  separate 
from  that  of  his  own  main  army.  The  partisan  acts  chiefly  upon  the  enemy’s  lines  of 
connection  and  communication,  and  ontsideof  or  beyond  the  lines  of  operation  of  his 
own  army,  in  the  rear  and  on  the  flanks  of  the  enemy.  Rapid  and  varying  movements 
and  surprises  are  the  chief  means  of  his  success  ; but  he  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  army, 
and,  as  such,  considered  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  the  laws  of  war,  so  long  as  he 
does  not  transgress  them. 

Partisan  soldiers  must  have  the  organization  and  equipment  of  sol- 
diers, or  they  are  brigands  or  guerrillas,  and  will  be  punished  as  such. 

3d.  The  Brigand ; 

The  brigand  is,  in  military  language,  the  soldier  who  detaches  himself  from  his 
troop  and  commits  robbery,  naturally  accompanied  in  many  cases  with  murder  and 
other  crimes  of  violence.  His  punishment,  inflicted  even  by  his  own  authorities,  is 
death.  The  word  brigand,  derived  as  it  is  from  hrigner,  to  beg,  meant  originally  beg- 
^ gar,  but  it  soon  came  to  be  applied  to  armed  strollers,  a class  of  men  which  swarmed 
*in  all  countries  in  the  middle  ages.  The  term  has,  however,  received  a wider  mean- 
ing in  modern  military  terminology.  He  that  assails  the  enemy  without  or  against 
the  authority  of  his  own  Government  is  called,  even  though  his  object  should  be 
wholly  free  from  any  intention  of  pillage,  a brigand,  subject  to  the  infliction  of  death, 
if  captured.  * * * When  Major  Von  Schill,  commanding  a Prussian  regiment  of 

huzzars,  marched,  in  the  year  1809,  against  the  French,  without  the  order  of  his  Gov- 
ernment, for  the  purpose  of  causing  a rising  of  the  people  in  the  north  of  Germany, 
while  Napoleon  was  occupied  in  the  south  with  Austria,  Schill  was  declared  by  Napo- 
leon and  his  brother,  a brigand;  and  the  King  of  Westphalia,  Jerome  Bonaparte, 
oftered  a reward  of  10,000  francs  for  his  head.  Schill  was  killed  in  battle ; but  12 
young  officers  of  his  troop,  taken  prisoners,  were  carried  by  the  French  to  the  For- 
tress Wesel,  where  a court-martial  declared  them  prisoners  of  war.  Napoleon  quashed 
the  finding,  ordered  a new.court-martial,  and  they  were  all  shot  as  brigands.  Napo- 
leon is  not  cited  here  as  an  authority  in  the  law  of  war  j apd  many  of  his  generals 


Chap.  XXXIV.  ] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION. 


239 


frequently  substituted  tbe  harshest  violence  for  martial  usages.  The  case  is  mentioned 
as  an  illustration  of  the  meaning  attached  to  the  word  brigand  in  the  law  of  war,  and 
of  the  fact  that  death  is  the  acknowledged  punishment  for  the  brigand. 

Whoever  shall  be  convicted  as  a brigand,  no  matter  whether  of  our 
own  forces  or  those  of  the  enemy,  shall  suffer  death,  according  to  the 
usage  of  nations,  by  sentence  of  a military  commission. 

4th.  The  Guerrilla  Proper. — Guerrillas  proper  may  be  defined  as — 

Troops  not  belonging  to  a regular  army,  consisting  of  volunteers,  perhaps  selt-con- 
stituted,  but  generally  raised  [within  the  lines  of  the  enemy  as  a contradistinctioji 
from  military  insurgents]  by  individuals  authorized  to  do  so  by  the  authority  they 
acknowledge  as  their  Government.  They  do  not  stand  on  the  regular  pay-roll  of  the 
army,  or  are  not  paid  at  all,  take  up  arms  and  lay  them  down  at  intervals,  and  carry 
on  petty  war  chiefly  by  raids,  extortion,  destruction,  and  massacre,  and  who  cannot 
encumber  themselves  with  many  prisoners,  and  will,  therefore,  generally  give  no  quar- 
ter. They  are  peculiarly  dangerous,  because  they  easily  evade  pursuit,  and,  by  laying 
down  their  arms,  become  insidious  enemies,  because  they  cannot  otherwise  subsist  than 
by  rapine,  and  almost  always  degenerate  int-o  simple  robbers  or  brigands. 

Whoever  shall  be  convicted  as  a guerrilla  under  this  order  shall  suf- 
fer death,  according  to  the  usage  of  nations,  by  sentence  of  a military 
commission. 

IV.  Eelieying  the  Enemy. — Fifty-sixth  Article  of  War: 

- Whoever  shall  relieve  the  enemy  with  money,  victuals,  or  ammunition,  or  shall 
knowingly  harbor  or  protect  an  enemy,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment 
as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a court-martial. 

Those  harboring  and  feeding  guerrillas  are  included  in  this  class,  and 
will  be  so  punished. 

V.  Disloyal  Persons. — All  persons  not  in  the  military  service, 
who  shall  be  convicted  of  disloyal  expressions,  oral,  written,  or  jirinted, 
favoring  the  rebellion,  shall  be  punished  therefor  by  fine  [assessment] 
or  imprisonment,  or  both,  or  by  being  sent  beyond  the  lines,  by  sentence 
of  a military  commission. 

VI.  Transgression  of  the  Laws  of  War  is  generally  punishable 
by  sentence  of  a military  commission,  and  commanders  will  see  that 
the  strictest  punishment  is  inflicted  not  less  rigorously  on  the  enemy 
than  upon  those  of  our  own  men  who  transgress  them.  It  is  only  by 
strict  adherence  to  these  laws  (and  the  more  strict  conformity  should 
now  be  required  because  of  the  character  of  this  war)  that  we  can  hope 
to  restore  peace  to  our  distracted  Homes.  We  are  at  war  with  those 
who  were  brothers,  friends,  neighbors.  They  are  now  enemies.  While 
we  show  them  the  severity  of  military  power,  we  must  not  forget  that 
it  is  our  object  to  bring  them  back  again  to  the  relations  enjoyed  in  past 
times,  and  all  inflictions  are  only  designed  to  subdue  the  rebellion. 

Although  assessments  have  been  suspended  in  this  department,  they 
are  not  abrogated.  No  law  of  Congress  or  restraining  order  revokes 
the  laws  of  war,  which  apply  to  confiscation  of  property  to  weaken  the 
foe  and  strengthen  ourselves.  Property  can  and  will  be  confiscated  as 
occasion  may  justify.  General  Orders,  No.  12,  current  series,  of  this  de- 
partment, relating  to  this  matter,  will  be  observed. 

The  following  extracts  from  International  Law,  and  Laws  of  War,  by 
H.  W.  Halleck,  now  General-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  will  suffice  for  field 
instructions : 

Chap.  XIX. 

# * * * # ^*  # 

Sec.  12.  Private  property  ou  laud  is  uow,  as  a general  rule  of  war,  exempt  from 
seizure  or  confiscation  ; and  this  general  exemption  extends  even  to  cases  of  absolute 
and  unqualified  conquest.  Some  modern  text  writers — Hautefeuille,  for  example — con- 
tend for  the  ancient  rule,  that  i)rivate  property  on  land  i&  subject  to  seizure  and  con- 
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fiscation.  They  are  undoubtedly  correct  with  respect  to  the  general  abstract  Tight, 
as  deduced  from  the  law  of  nature  and  ancient  practice ; but  while  the  general  right 
continues,  modern  nsage  and  the  opinions  of  modern  text  writers  of  the  highest  author- 
ity have  limited  this  right  by  establishing  the  rule  of  general  exemption.  * » * 

Sec.  13.  But  it  must  also  be  remembered  that  there  are  many  exceptions  to  this 
rule,  or  rather  that  the  rule  itself  is  not  by  any  means  absolute  or  universal.  The 
general  theory  of  war  is,  as  heretofore  stated,  that  all  private  property  may  be  taken 
by  the  conqueror,  and  such  was  the  ancient  practice.  But  the  modern  usage  is  not 
to  touch  private  property  on  land,  without  making  compensation,  except  in  certain 
specified  cases.  These  exceptions  may  be  stated : * * * First.  Confiscations  or 

seizures  by  way  of  penalty  for  military  offenses.  Second.  Forced  contributions  for 
the  support  of  the  invading  armies,  or  as  an  indemnity  for  the  expenses  of  maintain- 
ing order  and  affording  protection  to  the  conquered  inhabitants.  * * * 

Sec.  14.  In  the  first  place,  we  may  seize  upon  private  property  by  way  of  penalty 
for  the  illegal  acts  of  individuals,  or  of  the  community  to  which  they  belong.  Thus, 
if  an  individual  be  guilty  of  conduct  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  war,  we  may  seize 
and  confiscate  the  private  property  of  the  offender.  So,  also,  if  the  offense  attach 
itself  to  a particular  community  or  town,  all  the  individuals  of  that  community  or 
town  are  liable  to  punishment,  and  we  may  either  seize  upon  their  property  or  levy 
upon  them  a retaliatory  contribution,  by  way  of  penalty.  Where,  however,  we  can 
discover  and  secure  the  individuals  so  offending,  it  is  more  just  to  inflict  the  punish- 
ment upon  them  only  ; but  it  is  a general  law  of  war  that  communities  are  account- 
able for  the  acts  of  their  individual  members.  This  makes  it  the  interest  of  all  to 
discover  the  guilty  persons,  and  to  deliver  them  up  to  justice.  But  if  these  individ- 
uals are  not  given  up,  or  cannot  be  discovered,  it  is  usual  to  impose  a contribution  upon 
the  civil  authorities  of  the  place  where  the  offense  is  committed,  and  these  authorities 
raise  the  amount  of  the  contribution  by  a tax  levied  upon  their  constituents.  * * * 
Sec.  15.  In  the  second  place,  we  have  a right  to  make  the  enemy’s  country  con- 
tribute to  the  expenses  of  the  war.  Troops,  in  the  enemy’s  country,  may  be  subsisted 
either  by  regular  magazines,  by  forced  requisitions,  or  by  authorized  pillage.  It  is 
not  always  politic,  or  even  possible,  to  provide  regular  magazines  for  the  entire  sup- 
])lies  of  an  army  during  the  active  operations  of  a campaign.  Where  this  cannot  be 
done,  the  general  is  obliged  either  to  resort  to  military  requisitions  or  to  intrust  their 
subsistence  to  the  troops  themselves.  The  inevitable  consequences  of  the  latter  sys- 
tem are  universal  pillage,  and  a total  relaxation  of  discipline ; the  loss  of  private 
property,  and  the  violation  of  individual  rights,  are  usually  followed  by  the  massacre 
of  straggling  parties,  and  the  ordinary  peaceful  and  non-combatant  inhabitants  are 
converted  into  bitter  and  implacable  enemies.  The  system  is,  therefore,  regarded  as 
both  impolitic  and  unjust,  and  is  coming  into  general  disuse  among  the  most  civilized 
nations,  at  least  for  the  support  of  the  main  army.  In  case  of  small  detachments, 
where  great  rapidity  of  motion  is  requisite,  it  sometimes  becomes  necessary  for  the 
troops  to  procure  their  subsistence  wherever  they-  can.  In  such  a case,  the  seizure 
of  private  property  becomes  a necessary  consequence  of  the  military  operations,  and 
is,  therefore,  unavoidable.  ' Other  cases  of  similar  character  might  be  mentioned. 
But  even  in  most  of  these  special  and  extreme  cases  provision  might  be  made  for  sub- 
sequently compensating  the  owners  for  the  loss  of  property.  # * # 

Sec.  16.  In  the  invasion  of  the  Spanish  peninsula,  Naiioleon  had  to  choose  between 
methodical  operations,  with  provisions  carried  in  the  train  of  his  army,  or  purchased 
of  the  inhabitants  and  regularly  paid  for,  and  irregular  warfare,  supplying  his  troops 
by  forced  requisitions  and  pillage.  The  former  was  adopted  for  some  of  the  main 
armies,  moving  on  prescribed  lines,  and  the  latter  for  the  more  active  masses.  Soult 
and  Suchet,  in  favorable  i^arts  of  the  conntry,  succeeded  for  a considerable  length  of 
time  in  procuring  regular  supplies  for  their  armies,  but  most  of  the  French  generals 
obtained  subsistence  for  their  troops  mainly  by  pillage.  * ^ * 

Sec.  17.  Upon  the  invasion  of  Mexico  by  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  in  1846, 
the  commanding  generals  were,  at  first,  instructed  to  abstain  from  appropriating 
private  property  to  the  public  use  without  purchase,  at  a fair  price ; but  subsequently 
instructions  of  a severer  character  were  issued.  It  was  said  by  the  American  Secre- 
tary of  War  (Mr.  Marcy)  that  an  invading  army  had  the  unquestionable  right  to  draw 
its  supplies  from  the  enemy  without  paying  for  them,  and  to  require  contributions 
for  its  support,  and  to  make  the  enemy  feel  the  weight  of  the  war.  He  further  ob- 
served that,  upon  the  liberal  principles  of  civilized  warfare,  either  of  three  modes 
might  be  pursued  to  obtain  supplies  from  the  enemy:  First,  to  purchase  them  in  open 
market  at  such  prices  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  might  choose  to  exact;  second, 
to  pay  the  owners  a fair  price,  without  regard  to  what  they  themselves  might  demand, 
on  account  of  the  enhanced  value  resulting  from  the  presence  of  a foreign  army ; and, 
third,  to  require  them  as  contributions,  without  paying  or  engaging  to  pay  therefor. 

* -X  # 

Sec.  22.  While  there  is  some  uncertainty  as  to  the  exact  limit  fixed  by  the  volun- 
tary law  of  nations  to  our  right  to  uppropriate  to  our  own  use  the  property  of  an 
enemy,  or  to  subject  it  to  military  contributions,  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  respect- 
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ing  its  waste  aud  useless  destruction.  This  is  forbidden  alike  by  the  law  of  nations  and 
the  rules  of  war.  But  if  such  destruction  is  necessary,  in  order  to  cripple  the  opera- 
tions of  the  enemy,  or  to  insure  our  own  success,  it  is  justifiable.  Thus,  if  we  cannot 
bring  off  a captured  vessel,  we  may  sink  or  burn  it  in  order  to  prevent  its  falling  into 
the  enemy’s  hands ; but  we  cannot  do  this  in  mere  wantonness.  We  may  destroy 
provisions  and  forage,  in  order  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  subsistence ; but  we  cannot 
destroy  vines  and  cut  down  fruit  trees,  without  being  looked  upon  as  savage  barba- 
rians. We  may  demolish  fortresses,  ramparts,  and  all  structures  solely  devoted  to 
the  purposes  of  war;  but,  as  already  stated,  we  cannot  destroy  public  or  private 
edifices  of  a civil  character,  temples  of  religion,  and  monuments  of  art,  liuless  their 
destruction  should  become  necessar3^  in  the  operations  of  a siege,  or  in  order  to  prevent 
their  affording  a lodgment  or  protection  to  the  enemy. 

VII.  The  following  laws  passed  by  the  last  Congress  are  published 
for  the  information  of  all  concerned : 

AX  ACT  to  prevent  and  punieli  frauds  upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Approved 

March  2,  1863. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  liepresentatives  of  the  United  St£{;ics  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  any  person  in  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  the  militia  in  actual  service  of  the  United  States,  in  time  of  war,  who  shall  make 
or  cause  to  be  made,  or  present  or  cause  to  be  presented  for  payment  or  approval  to 
or  by  any  person  or  officer  in  the  civil  or  military  service  of  the  United  States,  any 
claim  upon  or  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  any  department  or 
officer  thereof,  knowing  such  claim  to  be  false,  fictitious,  or  fraudulent;  any  person 
in  such  forces  or  service  who  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining,  or  aiding  in  obtaining, 
the  approval  or  payment  of  such  claim,  make,  use,  or  cause  to  be  made  or  used,  any 
false  bill,  receipt,  voucher,  entry,  roll,  account,  claim,  statement,  certificate,  affidavit, 
or  deposition,  knowing  the  same  to  contain  any  false  or  fraudulent  statement  or 
entry  ; any  person  in  said  forces  or  service  who  shall  make  or  procure  to  be  made,  or 
knowingly  advise  the  making  of  any  false  oath  to  any  fact,  statement,  or  certificate, 
voucher  or  entry,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining,  or  of  aiding  to  obtain,  any  approval 
or  payment  of  any  claim  against  the  United  States  or  any  department  or  officer 
thereof ; any  person  in  said  forces  or  service  who,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  or 
enabling  any  other  person  to  obtain  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  department  or  officer  thereof,  any  payment  or  allowance,  or  the  approval  or 
signature  of  any  person  in  the  military,  naval,  or  civil  service  of  the  United  States, 
of  or  to  any  false,  fraudulent,  or  fictitious  claim,  shall  forge  or  counterfeit,  or  cause 
or  procure  to  be  forged  or  counterfeited,  any  signature  upon  any  bill,  receipt,  voucher, 
account,  claim,  roll,  statement,  affidavit,  or  deposition;  and  any  person  in  said  forces 
or  service  who  shall  utter  or  use  the  same  as  true  or  genuine,  knowing  the  same  to  have 
been  forged  or  counterfeited ; any  person  in  said  forces  or  service  who  shall  enter  into 
any  agreement,  combination,  or  conspiracy  to  cheat  or  defraud  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  department  or  officer  thereof,  by  obtaining,  or  aiding  and  assist- 
ing to  obtain,  the  payment  or  allowance  of  any  false  or  fraudulent  claim ; any  person 
in  said  forces  or  service  who  shall  steal,  embezzle,  or  knowingly  and  willfully  misap- 
propriate or  apply  to  his  own  use’or  benefit,  or  who  shall  wrongfully  and  knowingly 
sell,  convey,  or  dispose  of  any  ordnance,  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  subsistence 
stores,  money,  or  other  x>roperty  of  the  United  States,  furnished  or  to  be  used  for  the 
military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States;  any  contractor,  agent,  paymaster, 
quartermaster,  or  other  i)erson  whatsoever  in  said  forces  or  service  having  charge, 
possession,  custody,  or  control  of  any  money  or  other  public  property,  used  or  to  bo 
used  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  who  shall,  with  intent  to 
defraud  the  United  States,  or  willfully  to  conceal  such  money  or  other  property,  de- 
liver or  cause  to  be  delivered  to  anj^  other  person  having  authority  to  receive  the  same 
any  amount  of  such  money  or  other  public  property  less  than  that  for  which  he  shall 
receive  a certificate  or  receipt ; any  person  in  said  forces  or  service  who  is  or  shall  be 
authorized  to  make  or  deliver  any  certificate,  voucher,  or  receipt,  or  other  paper 
certifying  the  receipt  of  arms,  ammunition,  provisions,  clothing,  or  other  public 
property  so  used  or  to  be  used,  who  shall  make  or  deliver  the  same  to  any  person 
without  having  full  knowledge  of  the  truth  of  the  facts  stated  therein,  aud  with  in- 
tent to  cheat,  defraud,  or  injure  the  United  States ; any  person  in  said  forces  or  service 
who  shall  knowingly  xmrehase  or  receive,  in  pledge  for  any  obligation  or  indebted- 
ness, from  any  soldier,  officer,  or  other  i)erson  called  into  or  employed  in  said  forces 
or  service,  any  arms,  equipments,  ammunition,  clothes,  or  militarj^  storeys,  or  other 
public  property,  such  soldier,  officer,  or  other  person  not  having  the  lawful  right  to 
pledge  or  sell  the  same,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a criminal  offense,  and  shall  b(^ 
subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  made  for  the  government  of  the  military  and 
naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  aud  of  the  militia  when  called  into  aud  emploj^ed 
in  the  actual  sersucc  of  the  United  States  in  time  of  war,  and  to  the  j)rovisious  of  this 
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act.  And  every  person  so  offending  may  be  arrested  and  lield  for  trial  by  a court- 
martial,  and  if  found  guilty  shall  be  punished  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  or  such 
other  punishment  as  the  court-martial  may  adjudge,  save  the  punishment  of  death. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person  heretofore  called  or  hereafter  to 
be  called  into  or  employed  in  such  forces  oV  service,  who  shall  commit  any  violation 
of  this  act  and  shall  afterwards  receive  his  discharge,  or  be  dismissed  from  the  serv- 
ice, shall,  notwithstanding  such  discharge  or  dismissal,  continue  to  be  liable  to  be 
arrested  and  held  for  trial  and  sentence  by  a court-martial,  in  the  same  manner  and 
to  the  same  extent  as  if  he  had  not  received  such  discharge  or  been  dismissed. 

« « 


AN  ACT  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes.  Approved  March 

3. 1863. 


Sec.  21.  And  he  it  f urther  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  ap- 
proved seventeenth  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two,  entitled,  “An  act  to  amend 
an  act  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, and  so  forth,  as 
requires  the  approval  of  the  President  to  carry  into  execution  the  sentence  of  a court- 
martial,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed,  as  far  as  relates  to  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  sentence  of  any  court-martial  against  any  person  convicted  as  a spy  or  deserter, 
or  of  mutiny  or  murder ; and  hereafter  sentences  in  punishment  of  these  offenses 
mav  be  carried  into  execution  upon  the  approval  of  the  commanding  general  in  the 
field» 

Sec.  22.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  courts-martial  shall  have  power  to  sentence 
officers  who  shall  absent  themselves  from  their  commands  without  leave,  to  be  reduced 
to  the  ranks  to  serve  three  years  or  during  the  war. 

Sec.  23.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  clothes,  arms,  military  outfits,  and  ac- 
couterments furnished  by  the  United  States  to  any  soldier,  shall  not  be  sold,  l)artered, 
exchanged,  pledged,  loaned,  or  given  away ; and  no  person  not  a soldier,  or  duly  au- 
thorized officer  of  the  United  States,  who  has  possession  of  any  such  clothes,  arms, 
military  outfits,  or  accouterments,  furnished  as  aforesaid,  and  which  have  been  the 
subjects  of  any  such  sale,  barter,  exchange,  pledge,  loan,  or  gift,  shall  have  any  right, 
title,  or  interest  therein ; but  the  same  may  be  seized  and  taken  wherever  found  by 
any  officer  of  the  United  States,  civil  or  military,  and  shall  thereupon  be  delivered  to 
any  quartermaster,  or  other  officer  authorized  to  receive  the  same ; and  the  possession 
of  any  such  clothes,  arms,  military  outfits,  or  accouterments,  by  any  person  not  a sol- 
dier or  officer  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  such  a sale,  barter, 
exchange,  pledge,  loan,  or  gift,  as  aforesaid. 

■W  « « If  « # # 

Sec.  27.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  depositions  of  witnesses  residing  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  State,  Territory,  or  district  in  which  military  courts  shall  be  ordered  to 
sit,  may  be  taken  in  cases  not  capital  by  either  party,  and  read  in  evidence ; provided 
the  same  shall  be  taken  upon  reasonable  notice  to  the  opposite  party,  and  duly  authen- 
ticated. 

Sec.  28.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  judge-advocate  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
point a reporter,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  record  the  proceedings  of  and  testimony 
taken  before  military  courts  instead  of  the  judge-advocate;  and  such  reporter  may 
take  down  such  proceedings  and  testimony  in  the  first  instance  in  short-hand.  The 
reporter  shall  be  sworn  or  affirmed  faithfully  to  perform  his  duty  before  entering  upon  it. 

Sec.  29.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  court  shall,  for  reasonable  cause,  grant 
a continuance  to  either  party  for  such  time  and  as  often  as  shall  appear  to  be  just : 
Provided,  That  if  the  prisoner  be  in  close  confinement,  the  trial  shall  not  be  delayed 
for  a period  longer  than  sixty  days. 

Sec.  30.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  in  time  of  war,  insurrection,  or  rebellion, 
murder,  assault  and  battery  with  an  intent  to  kill,  manslaughter,  mahem,  wounding 
by  shooting  or  stabbing  with  an  intent  to  commit  murder,  robbery,  arson,  burglary, 
rape,  assault  and  battery  with  an  intent  to  commit  rajpe,  and  larceny,  shall  be  pun- 
ishable by  the  sentence  of  a general  court-martial  or  military  commission,  when  com- 
mitted by  persons  who  are  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  subject  to 
the  articles  of  war;  and  the  punishments  for  such  offenses  shall  never  be  less  than 
those  inflicted  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  Territory^  or  district  in  which  they  may  have 
been  committed. 

#*####* 

Sec.  38.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  persons  who,  in  time  of  war  or  of  rebell- 
ion against  the  supreme  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  found  lurking  or 
acting  as  spies,  in  or  about  any  of  the  fortifications,  posts,  quarters,  or  encampments 
of  any  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  or  elsewhere,  shall  be  triable  by  a general 
court-martial  or  military  commission,  and  shall,  upon  conviction,  suffer  death. 
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AX  ACT  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  June 

thirty,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  and  for  the  year  ending  the  thirtieth  of  June,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  sixty-three,  and  for  other  purposes.  Approved  March  3,  1863. 

# # * # # # 

Sec.  25.  And  le  it  farther  enacted,  That  every  judge-advocate  of  a court-martial  or 
court  of  inquiry  hereafter  to  be  constituted,  shall  have  power  to  issue  the  like  pro- 
cess to  compel  witnesses  to  appear  and  testify  which  courts  of  criminal  jurisdiction 
within  the  State,  Territory,  or  district  where  such  military  courts  shall  be  ordered  to 
sit  may  lawfully  issue. 

YIII.  The  laws  of  war  apply  equally  to  all  portions  of  our  country 
while  war  exists,  and  they  will  be  obeyed  in  all  parts  of  this  depart- 
ment. To  secure  prompt  trial  and  punishment,  district  and  corps  com- 
manders will  have  courts  and  commissions  always  ready  to  act  sum- 
marily when  occasion  requires  prompt  punishment.  Courts  and  com- 
missions may  be  designated  to  accompany  detached  expeditions ; the 
persons  composing  such  courts  not  to  be  excused  from  field  duty,  except 
when  actually  trying  a cause.  When  it  is  expedient,  criminals  will  be 
turned  over  to  the  civil  tribunals  j but  civil  tribunals  must  not  be  used 
to  embarrass  or  prevent  military  operations.  When  officers  or  soldiers 
transgress,  they  should  be  reported  to  superiors,  who  are  required  to 
redress  wrongs  inflicted  on  loyal  and  peaceable  citizens,  by  turning  the 
transgressor  over  to  civil  or  military  authority. 

IX.  Where  an  oath  of  allegiance  is  to  be  administered  by  the  mili- 
tar^^  authority,  the  following,  and  no  other  form,  will  be  adopted : 

I solemnly  swear  that  I will  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  support 
and  sustain  the  Constitution  and  laws  thereof;  that  I will  maintain  the  national 
sovereignty  paramount  to  that  of  all  State,  county,  or  Confederate  powers ; that  1 
will  discourage, discountenance,  and  forever  oppose  secession,  rebellion,  and  the  disin- 
tegration of  the  Federal  Union ; that  I disclaim  and  denounce  all  faith  and  fellow- 
ship with  the  so-called  Confederate  armies,  and  pledge  my  honor,  my  property,  and 
my  life  to  the  sacred  performance  of  this  my  solemn  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Gov- 
erhment  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this day  of , 1863. 

DESCRIPTION. 

j height, ; color  of  eyes, ; color  of  hair, ; character- 
istics, — ^ . 

When  a bond  is  required  the  following  form  is  prescribed : 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we, , of , in  the  county  of , 

and  State  of , as  principal,  and  , as  sureties,  are  held  and  firmly  bound 

unto  the  United  States  of  America,  in  the  sum  of dollars,  for  the  payment  of 

which,  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we  hereby  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs  and  assigns, 

firmlv,  by  these  presents.  Sealed  with  our  seals,  and  dated  this day  of , 

A.  D.''  1863. 

The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such  that  whereas  the  above  bounden 
has  been  arrested  on  the  charge  of , and  has  been  discharged  from  impris- 
onment upon  his and  this  bond. 

Now,  if  the  said shall  carefully  and  truly  observe  all  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions of  said , abstain  from  all  words  or  deeds  tending  to  aid,  encourage,  or 

promote  the  existing  rebellion  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
disturb  the  existing  Government  of  the  State  of  Missouri ; and  shall  not,  directly  or  in- 
directly, furnish  information,  arms,  money,  provisions,  or  any  other  commodity  what- 
ever to,  or  hold  communication  with,  any  person  or  pei'sous  engaged  in  hostilities 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  or  the  State  of  Missouri,  then  this  obli- 
gation is  to  be  void.  It  is  else  to  be  in  full  force.  And  it  is  hereby  understood  and 

agreed  that  in  case  said shall  be  found  guilty  of  violating  the  conditions  of 

this  obligation  or  said  by  any  military  commission  or  tribunal,  appointed 

under  orders  of  the  commanding  general  to  try  such  ofienses,  then  any  olBcer  in 
the  military  service  acting  under  orders  from  the  department  headquarters  may  seize 
and  sell,  or  otherwise  dispose  of,  any  property  of  the  above-named  obligors,  to  an 
amount  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  amount  above  named. 

. [seal.] 

. [seal.] 

. [seal.] 

Uniformity  in  these  matters  is  enjoined. 
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X.  All  proceedings  of  military  courts  will,  as  soon  as  practicable 
after  confirmation,  or  necessary  action  by  tlie  convening  authority,  be 
transmitted  through  intermediate  commanders  to  the  judge-advocate  at 
these  headquarters. 

XI.  All  newspapers  within  this  department . will  give  one  insertion 
of  this  order  in  their  columns,  and  forward  a copy,  with  reasonable  bill, 
to  the  assistant  adjutant-general,  at  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Curtis  : 

H.  Z.  CUBTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Saint  Louis,  Mo.,]  23,  18G3. 

General  Herron,  BoUa : 

Send  three  infantry  regiments  by  earliest  trains.  Nothing  new,  but 
I want  to  strengthen  Pilot  Knob,  so  as  to  take  the  initial  with  cavalry 
from  that  point. 

[SAML.  E.  CUETIS,] 

Major-  General. 


[Saint  Louis,  Mo.,]  April  23, 1863. 

Major  McKee,  Cassville: 

I liave  directed  the  Fayetteville  force  to  fall  back  to  Springfield. 
You  will  fall  back  with  them  as  far  as  Crane  Creek,  taking  a command- 
ing position  on  this  side  of  the  stream. 

[SAML.  E.  CUETIS,] 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

l:^aint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  23,  1863. 

Major-General  Blunt: 

General  : Yours  of  the  17th  instant,*  and  also  your  telegram  of  yes- 
terday t concerning  armed  expeditions  in  southwestern  portions  of  Kan- 
sas, is  received.  I also  received  a copy  of  your  order  concerning  mat- 
ters in  the  western  tier  of  counties.  The  instructions  go  a little  further 
than  my  Orders,  12,  as  you  will  perceive,  and  may  do  much  good  without 
your  transcending  my  order  in  practice.  A formidable  [move]  is  made 
by  Marmaduke  in  the  southeastern  corner  of  the  State,  which  I find  it 
very  difiicult  to  find  a competent  force  to  repel.  Phillips  is  entirely  too 
far  off  for  support,  and  I have  so  telegraiihed  him.  I am  ordered  to 
especially  avoid  remote  Arkansas  movements  at  present,  and  if  Fay- 
etteville forces  had  been  overpowered  somebody  would  have  been  se- 
verely reproached.  The  troops  that  properly  belong  to  the  Army  of 
the  Frontier  must  come  under  the  command  of  General  Herron  as  a 
necessary  movable  force,  to  be  kept  as  a reserve,  not  to  be  used  to  gar- 
rison posts.  The  temporary  use  in  your  command  cannot  be  delayed, 
as  I need  that  army  strengthened  for  immediate  repulse  of  rebels  now 
mustering  in  Arkansas  and  moving  north.  A considerable  emigration  is 
preparing  to  go  to  the  mines.  This  is  to  be  expected  as  the  result  of  new 
gold  discoveries,  and  the  disorder  and  conscript  laws  which  will  be  more 
active  in  the  settlements.  I fear,  as  you  do,  that  such  gathering  may  be 
somewhat  disloyal,  and  they  may  commit  some  thefts  and  other  villainies. 
Still,  I do  not  believe  the  matter  connected  with  the  Knights  of  the  Golden 
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Circle,  so  as  to  make  a formidable  matter  of  it.  However  this  may  be, 
we  have  too  much  to  bear  from  organized,  armed,  and  equipped  rebel 
forces  now  to  allow  our  forces  to  range  far  from  central  positions,  where 
succor  can  be  certain,  and  effective  resistance  secured.  Phillips  must 
come  back,  and,  I think,  Harrison  also,  at  least  until  they  can  be  more 
fully  equipped,  and  a reserve  force  is  more  completely  massed  in  a cen- 
tral position.  It  is  very  difficult  to  supply  a mass  of  troops  anywhere 
except  on  some  of  our  railroads,  and,  therefore,  Eolla  and  Sedalia  must 
be  important  places  to  gather  forces.  I am  particularly  anxious  to  get 
the  two  or  three  regiments  sent  away  from  the  Pirst  Division  of  the 
Army  of  the  Frontier,  and  General  Ewing  was  specially  directed  to  col- 
lect what  he  had  helped  to  scatter  of  the  division.  It  is  also  necessary, 
in  order  that  I may  carry  out  my  agreement  to  favor  Colonel  Cloud’s 
regiment  going  west,  as  1 promised  you  and  General  Loan  I would  do. 
I am  embarrassed,  of  course,  by  the  great  demands  which  I have  had 
to  till  in  sending  troops  to  Generals  Grant  and  Eosecrans,  but  I shall 
try  to  do  all  in  my  iiower  to  preserve  the  peace  of  all  parts  of  the  de- 
partment when  Vicksburg  is  taken,  and  I shall  hojje  to  have  help  from 
that  quarter.  In  the  mean  time  we  must  keep  closer  within  our  cir- 
cumference. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  31o.,  April  23,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Gov.  Hamilton  E.  Gamble  : 

I desire  to  strengthen  my  forces  on  the  Southwestern  Branch  Eail- 
road,  and  also  on  the  Iron  Mountain  road.  A formidable  rebel  force 
has  entered  Southeastern  Missouri,  which  must  be  immediately  repelled. 
I desire  you  to  call  out  three  or  four  regiments  of  Enrolled  Militia  on 
each  of  these  roads  for  thirty  days’  service,  and  that  three  regiments 
may  be  added  to  the  strength  of  this  city. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  Governor,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  23,  1863^ 

General  Herron,  Bolla : 

Eemain  at  Daylight.  McNeil  is  safe  at  Cape  Girardeau.  The  enemy, 
it  seems  to  me,  must  fall  back  from  Eredericktown,  as  I have  iiretty 
strong  forces  on  two  sides  of  him. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major- General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  23,  1863. 

General  Herron: 

The  enemy  seems  to  have  moved  east  from  Patterson.  Halt  your 
columns,  and  have  three  regiments  of  infantry  at  railroad  ready  to 
move,  with  only  camp  equipment.  Nothing  from  Vandever. 

CUETIS, 

Major-General. 
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Springfield,  Mo.,  April  23, 1863. 

Maj.  n.  Z.  Curtis, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Saint  Louis  : 

Major  Euo,  commanding  at  IS'ewtonia,  reports  having  surprised  and 
broken  up  two  rebel  camps  within  the  last  week,  killing  8,  wounding 
10,  and  capturing  15  horses  and  mules,  and  scattering  the  guerrillas  in 
every  direction. 

Respectfully,  &:c., 

‘ W.  r.  CLOUD, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington.,  April  23,  1863 — 2.40  p.  m. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

All  exchanges  must  be  made  under  the  cartel.  Only  two  modes  are 
provided,  one  by  delivery  at  the  points  named  and  the  other  at  the 
points  agreed  upon  in  the  field.  Exchange  requires  actual  delivery 
across  the  lines.  If  necessary  to  act  in  Illinois,  along  the  Mississippi 
River,  you  will  do  so  without  regard  to  department  lines. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Fayetteville,  Ark.,  April  23, 1863. 

General  Curtis: 

Can  we  be  re-enforced,  and  that  immediately?  We  can  never  hold 
this  place  without  artillery  and  horses-.  There  is  no  use  in  disguising 
the  fact.  Last  night  I was  positive  that  Cabell  and  the  Fort  Smith  In- 
dians had  combined  to  attack  me  at  daylight.  My  men  stood  under  arms 
from  midnight  until  after  sunrise.  Such  an  attack  is  brewing,  and  will 
come  in  force  in  a few  days.  We  have  no  stores  here ; we  have  nothing 
to  eat,  and  cannot  get  our  trains,  with  good  luck,  till  the  28th.  Must 
we  starve,  and  then  have  all  the  conscripts  surrender  to  an  overwhelm- 
ing force,  that  will  shoot  them  as  deserters?  We  haul  forage  45  miles, 
and  weaken  our  command  by  large  escorts.  We  can  make  no  recon- 
naissances nor  scouts  for  want  of  horses,  and  could  not  protect  our  rear 
and  flanks  in  a retreat.  The  enemy  are  splendidly  mounted.  The  men 
are  brave,  and  have  achieved  a splendid  victory,  but  we  must  have 
help  or  fall  back.  Answer  immediately  what  I shall  do.  Colonel  Phil- 
lips is  about  90  miles  from  here,  and  of  no  use  to  us  in  case  of  an  attack 
from  Fort  Smith.  I should  have  to  face  the  enemy’s  artillery  all  the 
way  to  get  there. 

M.  LA  RUE  SARRISOR^, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


General  Asboth  : 


Cairo,  April  23,  1863. 


I will  dispatch  the  first  gunboat  at  my  disposal  to  Cape  Girardeau. 

S.  L.  PHELPS, 

Lieutenant-  Commander  of  Station,  pro  tempore. 
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Rolla,  April  24,  1803. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Sahit  Louis^  Mo. : 

Colonel  Cloud  telegraphs  me  that  one  of  my  scouts  has  just  arrived 
at  Springfield  from  Batesville.  He  left  Batesville  on  the  19th.  There 
was  but  one  company  of  rebel  cavalry  at  that  place,  with  all  the  trans- 
portation belonging  to  Marmaduke’s  forces.  The  understanding  there 
was  that  Marmaduke  had  10,000  men  and  moved  north  to  Pilot  Knob. 
The  forces  at  Cotton  Plant  were  moving  up  Saint  Francis  River.  Price 
still  at  Little  Rock. 

F.  J.  HERROK, 

Major- General.,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Indian  Brigade, 

Fort  Gibson,  G.  F.,  April  24,  18G3. 

Major-General  Blunt: 

Sir:  I have  just  received  your  dispatches  of  the  20th  instant  j also 
General  Curtis’  dispatches  of  same  date. 

Your  dispatches  direct  me  to  do  just  precisely  what  I have  done. 
General  Curtis  seems  to  intimate  that  I should  not  have  left  Arkansas, 
which  I had  to  do  under  your  orders.  His  orders  in  this  dispatch  are 
to  move  back  to  Arkansas,  or  move  Harrison  toward  me.  As  I cannot 
go  toward  Fayetteville  without  disobeying  your  orders  and  injuring  the 
Indian  command,  and  prejudicing  the  Government  interests  in  the 
Nation  vitally,  I ordered  Colonel  Harrison  to  proceed  toward  the 
Nation,  to  the  prairie  near  Hildebrand’s  Mill,  where  there  will  be 
grass  for  his  stock,  and  where  I can  supiiort  him.  I design  keeping 
this  post,  where  there  is  a strong  fortification  that  will  be  in  good  shape 
in  a few  days.  I will  also  keep  a command  at  Park  Hill  to  watch  to- 
ward Evansville.  We  have  so  far  driven  them  back  both  in  Western 
Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Territory.  Colonel  Harrison  has  no  horses  j 
ponies  are  run  down  and  grass-fed.  As  I have  orders  from  two  sources, 
and  as  Colonel  Harrison  seems  to  get  orders  occasionally  from  other 
quarters,  and  his  supplies  and  position  have  been  placed  beyond  my 
control,  my  situation  has  been  very  embarrassing.  I ordered  him  to 
move  once  before,  but  failed.  If  I am  to  be  accountable  for  it,  I must 
control  its  moveuients.  The  enemy  are  making  terrible  efforts  to  re- 
organize their  force. 

Had  I not  been  here,  this  country  would  have  been  overrun,  as  the 
grass  maintains  stock.  If  I leave  it,  it  will  be  overrun  again,  and  the 
families  sent  in  here  by  the  Government  plundered  and  ruined. 

In  order  to  save  Fayetteville,  I ordered  Colonel  Harrison  to  join  me 
in  an  attack  on  the  enemy  on  the  river,  that  lately  attacked  him.  He 
refused  to,  or  could  not  move  his  command.  If  I had  insisted  on  moving 
him,  he  would  merely  have  furnished  me  a handful.  I feel  delighted 
that  he  has  repulsed  Cabell.  It  was  well  done.  My  first  report  was 
he  was  taken  in.  I had  ordered  him  to  throw  up  earthworks,  so  as  to 
guard  against  a cavalry  raid,  and  fall  back  on  me  if  a solid  force  threat- 
ened him.  I do  not  see  what  else  I could  have  done  with  him.  If  I get 
him  off  in  the  field,  and  away  from  Fayetteville,  I think  that  command 
will  be  in  better  shape. 

Steele  is  at  Fort  Smith  with  Colonel  Watie’s  men,  Bryans  and 
Cooper’s.  Cooper  in  person  is  at  Scullyville.  The  enemy  have  a force 
at  Webber’s  Falls  agaiu,  south  side.  The  rebel  Creeks  and  some  Tex- 
aus  are  at  North  Fork,  but  it  is  reported  that  all  the  rebel  force  under 
Cooi)er  and  Steele,  with  some  Texans  they  have,  will  be  concentrated 
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over  tbe  river.  If  I get  Colonel  Harrison’s  command  with  mine,  we  can 
take  care  of  Cabell,  Steele,  Cooper,  and  all,  unless  Price  re  enforces  them. 
He  must  bring  a heavier  force  than  I think  he  can  bring  for  a month 
to  come,  to  drive  us  back.  I do  not  know  what  the  condition  of  Colonel 
Harrison’s  supplies  are.  When  I order  him  to  move,  I will  direct  that 
his  commissary  trains  be  sent  from  Springfield  (from  which  their  sup- 
plies, I have  been  informed,  are  to  come),  via  Newtonia,  Maysville, 
Hildebrand’s,  &c. ; a little  farther  than  Fayetteville,  but  not  very  much. 
I want  to  know  whether  their  transportation  will  warrant  mein  moving 
them  this  way.  I would  rather  concentrate  our  forces  at  a t)oiut  near 
the  line,  about  Evansville,  for  instance,  leaving  a garrison  in  the  fort 
here  when  I complete  it. 

The  Creeks  urge  that  they  have  been  promised  to  get  back  to  their 
Nation.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dole  thinks  moving  them  from  here  would 
have  a bad  effect.  I have  no  doubt  but  taking  them  to  Arkansas  would 
be  very  difficult. 

This  Indian  command  and  the  Government’s  interests  here  involve 
many  delicate  questions,  as  you  are  well  aware,  requiring  prudent  man- 
agement. I do  not  fear  keeping  it  in  shape,  but  I beg  of  you  to  con- 
sider the  pressing  embarrassments  that  surround  it,  and  the  difficulty 
or  impossibility  of  my  keeping  this  command  in  Arkansas,  until  I have 
secured  some  degree  of  safety  for  the  people  brought  in  here. 

I am,  with  respect, 

W.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  25,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief  : 

General  McNeil  telegraphs  from  Cape  Girardeau  that  he  expects  an 
attack  to-day.  Is  approached  by  two  forces — one  from  the  west  (Mar- 
maduke’s)  and  one  from  the  south  (Burbridge’s),  the  latter  force  8,000 
strong.  Our  force  about  3,000.  I wish  you  could  send  some  re -enforce- 
ments from  other  departments.  Immediate  answer  requested. 

SAML.  R.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo,,  April  25,  1863 — 1 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief : 

Last  night  rebels  attacked  Scott  Bridge  and  cut  the  wires  this  side  of 
Pilot  Knob.  Were  repulsed.  They  also  appear  on  river  bank  this  side 
of  Cape  Girardeau.  I have  forces  at  both  places,  but  not  strong  enough 
to  attack  Marmaduke,  who  is  near  Fredericktown  in  force.  Am  trying 
to  raise  militia  to  help  drive  them  back.  Can  I issue  clothing  and  guns 
when  the  Governor  thinks  it  necessary,  to  induce  th^m  to  take  the  field  1 

SAML.  R.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  April  25,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt, 

Commanding  District  of  Kansas,  Fort  Leavemcorth : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of 
the  22d  instant,  directing  me  to  send  all  the  mounted  forces  of  Fort 
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Scott  that  can  be  spared  to  Humboldt  and  points  wast  and  south  of  that 
place. 

I received  also,  a few  days  since,  a dispatch  from  Cai)tain  Doudna, 
and  a letter  from  Mr.  Thurston,  of  Humboldt,  asking  for  assistance  and 
re-enforcements.  The  tenor  of  these  letters  showed  considerable  alarm, 
but  upon  questioning  the  express  messenger  1 was  inclined  to  think  that 
perhaps  their  apprehensions  had  somewhat  exaggerated  the  danger,  as 
but  6 or  7 persons  had  been  seen,  and  they  seemed  to  be  engaged  in  a 
sort  of  stealing  and  robbing  expedition.  But  whether  the  danger  was 
imminent  or  not,  I could  not  render  any  assistance.  Of  the  three  cavalry 
companies  stationed  here,  I could  only  raise  about  130  or  140  mounted 
men  as  an  escort  to  the  train.  I started  to  Colonel  Phillips  on  the  8th 
instant,  and  the  escort  was  not  as  large  as  it  should  have  been,  espe- 
cially in  view  of  the  fact,  now  shown,  that  the  train  will  have  to  go  to 
Fort  Gibson.  I have  not  a mounted  man  left.  I tried  to  mount  3 men 
to  send  out  for  deserters,  a few  days  since,  but  could  not  get  horses. 
There  is,  to  be  sure.  Captain  Stevens’  company  at  Morris’  Mill,  on  Dry- 
wood,  numbering  some  50  or  60  men  for  duty,  but  that  is  such  an  im- 
portant outpost  that  I do  not  think  it  safe  to  weaken  or  break  it  up. 
They  also  are  short  of  horses,  and  cannot  mount  probably  more  than 
40  men.  They  are  all  that  could  be  sent,  and  they  cannot  be  spared. 
I trust  you  will  let  me  know  your  wishes  in  the  matter  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible j meantime  hold  me  blameless  in  not  sending  off  this  company  until 
I know  you  certainly  desire  it.  I inclose  to  you  a letter*  from  Dr.  Dodge, 
who  resides  on  the  Osage,  near  McNeil’s.  It  seems  to  me  that  a com- 
pany of  the  Ninth  in  that  region  would  do  good  service,  not  only  to  the 
loyal  citizens  there,  but  to  the  troops  elsewhere,  in  the  information  they 
would  be  able  to  furnish  of  the  movements  of  the  wandering  bands  of 
bushwhackers  that  infest  the  border.  Major  Henning  promised  me  he 
would  urge  upon  your  favorable  consideration  the  importance  of  increas- 
ing the  cavalry  force  at  this  post.  It  is  utterly  insufficient  for  present 
purposes.  Last  summer  the  headquarters  of  the  department  were  here, 
and  the  enemy  was  concentrating  for  a decisive  blow  against  your  entire 
force.  Now  he  is  demoralized  and  scattered,  he  will  split  up  his  forces 
into  small  bauds,  and  as  there  is  nothing  here  but  the  garrison,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  give  such  protection  as  should  be  given  to  exposed  citizens 
without  additional  force.  We  should  have  at  least  three  or  four  Mis- 
souri companies  of  cavalry.  Two  should  be  constantly  engaged  in  scat- 
tering, for  as  soon  as  the  leaves  are  out  the  bushwhackers  will  be  swarm- 
ing through  the  country.  I do  hope  you  will  think  of  this  matter  fa  vor- 
ably, and  let  me  have  the  additions  as  soon  as  practicable. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

CHAS.  W.  BLAIE, 

Major  Second  Kansas  Cavalry  Volunteers^  Commanding  Post. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  25, 1863. 

General  Herron: 

The  enemy  is  reported  close  on  Cape  Girardeau.  Can  your  force  be 
moved  by  rail  to  this  place  quickly  % Is  it  near  the  depot  ? 

SAML.  11.  CURTIS, 

Major  ~ General. 


Not  found. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  25,  18G‘). 

General  Herron: 

Have  things  ready  to  guard  railroad  well.  Where  is  Weer'?  Part 
of  the  First  had  better  keep  on  the  Springfield  road  or  come  to  liolla. 
I dare  not  weaken  Eolla  till  I hear  more  of  reported  force  coming  up 
between  Black  and  Current  Kivers.  Vandever  has  moved  from  Pilot 
Knob  to  attack  rebels  in  Fredericktown.  All  quiet  in  other  parts  of 
the  State. 

SAML.  E.  OUETIS, 

Major-General. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

April  25,  1863. 


General  Buford,  Cairo  : 

There  are  rebels  on  river  bank  trying  to  capture  boats.  It  would  be 
better  to  have  boats  armed,  or  let  them  be  escorted  by  gunboat,  if 
Captain  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy,  can  furnish  one. 

[SAML.  E.  CHETIS,] 

Major-  General. 


Cairo,  April  25,  1863. 

General  Asboth,  Colmnhus,  Ky. : 

General  McNeil,  at  Cape  Girardeau,  telegraphs  to  the  naval  com- 
mander here  to  send  him  a gunboat.  He  expects  to  be  attacked  to-day. 
If  the  rebels  capture  a steamboat,  they  might  make  a raid  into  Illinois. 

N.  B.  BUFOED, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

April  25,  1863. 


H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chiefs  Washingtons  B.  C. : 


I sent  re-enforcements  to  McNeil  last  night,  and  the  naval  commander 
at  Cairo  sent  two  gunboats,  which  I suppose  arrived  there  in  the  night. 
At  2 this  morning  General  McNeil  received,  by  flag  of  truce,  a demand 
for  a surrender  in  half  an  hour,  signed  by  order  of  General  Sterling 
Price,  which  was  declined.  It  has  been  said  Price  was  coming  up,  but 
I doubt  his  being  present. 

11  o’clock. 


Firing  iust  commenced.  . 

[SAML.  E.  CTJETIS,] 

Major- General. 


April  25,  1863. 

General  Davidson: 

General  Vandever  has  left  here  with  all  the  available  force.  Colonel 
Glover  has  gone  with  him. 

JOHN  F.  TYLEE, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
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April  25,  18G3. 

General  Davidson: 

My  strength  is  as  follows:  Twenty-third  Missouri,  140;  Thirty-fourth 
Iowa,  240;  Twenty-fourth  Missouri,  74;  First  Missouri  State  Militia, 
125.  I can  turn  out  about  100  men  from  the  different  cavalry  regiments 
left  behind.  The  rest  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Missouri  Volunteers  is  on 
the  railroad  mutineers ; [?]  56  with  my  cannon.  Colonel  Whitely  tele- 
graphs from  Mineral  Point  there  are  200  rebels  near  Caledonia.  Major 
Barnes  says  the  rebels  have  retreated  toward  Dallas.  They  may  go 
around  toward  Bangor  and  come  back  on  me. 

JOHII  F.  TYLEE, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  25, 1863. 

General  Blunt  : 

• 

Send  the  Colorado  troops  by  rail  to  this  place.  Marmaduke  is  near 
Cape  Girardeau;  expected  to  attack  General  McNeil  to-day.  All  quiet 
in  other  parts  of  the  country : but  the  road  between  Cassville  and  Fay- 
etteville is  infested  with  guerrillas  watching  for  a train,  which  we  will 
not  send,  as  Harrison  will  fall  back. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Eolla,  Mo.,  April  25, 1863. 

General  Curtis: 

I have  only  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  battery  left.  Can  have 
them  ready  to  move  in  three  hours,  if  cars  are  here.  My  First  Division 
is  in  the  southwest.  I would  like  to  go  down  there  with  the  balance  of 
my  command  and  try  Marmaduke.  Will  see  about  the  cars.  Answer. 

F.  J.  HEEEON, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Lonis,  Mo.,  April  25,  1863. 

Colonel  Callender, 

Commanding  Arsenal,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

Colonel  : I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  district  to  no- 
tify you  that  I take  command  of  the  troops  going  to  re-enforce  Cape 
Girardeau,  and  that  you  will,  without  delay,  ship  the  regiment  you  send 
from  the  arsenal  on  board  of  steamer  conveying  this  letter  to  you,  and 
now  lying  at  the  wharf  of  the  arsenal. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

• E.  E.  LIVINGSTON, 

Colonel  First  Regiment  FebrasJca  Infantry, 
Commanding  Troops  en  route  to  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  25,  1863. 

Major-General  Herron: 

General  Vandever  has  arrived  at  Frederick  town.  Marmaduke  left 
there  last  night  and  went  toward  Cape  Girardeau.  Vandever  will 
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move  after  him  in  tlie  morning.  MelN'eil  reports  from  Cape  Girardeau 
that  the  enemy  are  within  12  miles — on  two*  roads.  He  is  ready  for 
them.  Gunboats  assist  him.  Colonel  Glover,  Third  Missouri  Cavalry, 
is  with  Vandever. 

Eespectfully, 

L.  O’EEILLY. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

. Eolla,  Mo.,  April  25,  18G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  Jr., 

Leavenworth,  Kans. : 

You  are  hereby  assigned  to  command  of  the  First  Division,  Army  of 
the  Frontier.  Colonel  Weer,  with  his  portion  of  the  division,  is  at 
Houston,  in  this  State.  You  will  at  once  move  that  portion  of  the  com- 
mand now  at  Fort  Scott  to  IJouston,  taking  a route  north  of  Spring- 
field  to  secure  forage.  I have  ordered  the  paymaster  to  meet  you  at 
Houston.  Leave  a detail  of  cavalry  to  accompany  Allen’s  battery,  and 
issue  orders  for  its  completion  at  the  earliest  possible  time.  Take  with 
you  twenty  days’  rations  from  Fort  Scott,  and  have  all  unnecessary  bag- 
gage left.  Important  movements  are  on  foot,  and  require  quick  action 
on  our  iiart.  Answer. 

F.  J.  HEEEOl^^, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  near  Bloomington,  Mo.,  April  25, 18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier  : 

Sir  : I reached  here  to-day  with  all  the  command  that  was  at  Forsyth, 
except  a portion  of  the  cavalrj^,  which  I expect  to  find  at  Hartville  to* 
morrow.  I would  have  made  greater  progress  to-day,  but  a heavy  rain 
came  up  this  morning,  which  made  the  roads  almost  impassable.  Some 
of  my  wagons  will  not  get  up  to-night.  I propose  to  camp  at  Hart- 
ville to  morrow  night,  and  will  push  on  to  Houston  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble. I have  thus  far  been  able  to  get  forage  by  dragging  it  from  under 
beds  and  other  hiding  places.  Though  my  animals,  from  so  much  con- 
tinuous service,  are  losing  flesh  fast,  I shall  have  to  rely,  I presume, 
chiefly  on  grass  for  subsistence.  The  horses  of  the  Twenty -fifth  Ohio 
Battery  are  failing  fast;  they  are  part  of  the  unserviceable  lot  sent  from 
Saint  Louis  a few  weeks  ago,  and  are  utterly  worthless  for  that  kind  of 
service.  It  would  be  a public  benefit  if  substitutes  could  be  found  for 
them.  Otherwise,  with  some  slight  repairs  and  outfitting,  the  battery 
would  be  very  efficient. 

The  Nineteenth  Iowa  are  in  great  need  of  shoes,  and  the  Third  Wis- 
consin Cavalry  of  clothing.  It  is  generally  understood  that  at  Houston 
we  rid  ourselves  of  a vast  amount  of  baggage,  including  tents.  This 
will  give  a great  abundance  of  transportation.  I presume,  and  have 
so  said,  that  all  the  surplus  baggage  will  be  sent  to  Eolla  from  Hous- 
ton, and  the  necessary  quartermaster  stores  received  from  there. 

Allow  me,  general,  to  again  call  your  attention  to  the  question  of  pay. 
The  Nineteenth  Iowa,  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Battery,  and  Ninth  Wisconsin 
have  not  yet  been  paid.  The  latter  has  been  eight  months  without  pay, 
and  they  are  receiving  accounts  from  Wisconsin  of  suffering  in  their 
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families  for  want  of  it.  Necessity  drove  us  from  Forsyth  j the  paymaster 
present.  The  men  expected  to  be  paid  at  Springlield,  but  the  want  of 
forage  there  (Colonel  Cloud  ordered  his  quartermaster  not  to  furnish 
me  any)  compelled  a hasty  departure  from  there.  It  is  difficult  to  get 
men  to  be  reconciled  with  what  to  them  appears  a running  away  from 
the  paymaster.  I have  assured  them,  upon  the  faith  of  your  telegraphic 
dispatch,  that  they  will  be  paid  at  Houston.  There  is  still,  however, 
some  murmuring,  aggravated,  no  doubt,  from  the  fact  that  they  have  for 
two  days  been  marching  in  rain  and  mud  5 and  to-morrow,  before  start- 
ing, I propose  to  talk  to  them,  collectively,  upon  the  matter,  renewing  the, 
assurance  above  mentioned.  Major  Jones,  senior  paymaster  at  Spring-* 
field,  informed  me  that  his  subordinate  paymasters  have  plenty  of  money ; 
that  Major  Adams,  who  had  commenced  the  payment  at  Forsyth,  could 
as  well  go  with  us  as  not ; that  he  had  force  enough  without  him  to 
settle  with  the  troops  in  that  district ; but  he  felt  unauthorized  to  send 
Major  Adams  with  us,  as  we  were  going  into  another  district.  He  re- 
marked that  a telegraphic  order  from 'Major  Brown,  at  Saint  Louis, 
would  remove  the  difficulty.  Allow  me  to  beg  you,  general,  to  obtain 
this,  so  that  we  may  meet  the  paymaster  and  a mustering  officer  at 
Houston.  We  will  hardly  reach  there  before  some  time  on  the  28th. 
The  men  paid,  I would  have  a thoroughly  satisfied  command,  and  cer- 
tainly this  part  of  the  division  deserves  some  extra  attention,  as  they 
have  had  no  rest  since  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove.  I have  heard  noth- 
ing as  yet  from  the  troops  near  Fort  Scott,  but  presume  they  are  on  the 
way.  They,  no  doubt,  will  be  looking  for  payment. 

Nothing  is  known  on  my  route  thus  far  as  to  the  enemy.  Thieving 
bands  have  been  through  this  country,  among  others  Quantrill  and 
some  30  men. 

Upon  reaching  Houston,  I will,  if  you  have  no  objections,  call  upon 
you  at  Salem. 

A small  advance  of  my  cavalry  occupy  Hartville  to-night. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WEEK, 
Colonel^  Commanding, 


[Depaetment  of  the  Missouei,] 

Ajgril  26,  1863. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

GeneralAn- Chiefs  Washington,  D.  €.: 

Dispatch  received  from  General  McNeil,  dated  12  m.  Two  gunboats 
had  arrived ; our  troops  in  good  spirits.  General  Vandever  left  Fred- 
ericktown  this  morning  with  strong  cavalry  force  to  attack  rebels  in 
rear.  Fifty  miles  to  go,  but  will  travel  night  and  day.  The  firing  heard 
at  telegraph  station  (Jonesborough)  has  just  ceased. 

[SAME.  K.  CUETIS,] 

Major-General. 


[Depaetment  of  the  Missouei,] 

April  26,  1863. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

General  McNeil  telegraphs,  2 p.  m.,  from  Cape  Girardeau,  that  the 
enemy  had  ceased  firing,  and  seem  to  be  changing  xmsition  to  renew  the 
attack.  Some  of  my  re-enforcements  had  arrived  safely  by  steamers. 
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There  has  been  no  further  firing  heard  at  railroad  station.  Every  mo- 
ment admits  of  Vandever’s  nearer  approach,  near  the  enemy’s  rear,  and 
our  troops  are  behaving  well. 

[SAME.  E.  CUETIS,] 

Major-  General. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

April  26,  1863. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chiefs  Washingtons  D.  C. : 

Another  dispatch  from  Cape  Girardeau  to  General  Davidson,  just 
received,  asks  the  whereabouts  of  General  Yandever,  preparatory  to  a 
sortie.  The  repulse  of  rebels  seems  complete,  as  there  is  no  new  attack. 
Our  long-range  guns  made  great  havoc  in  the  rebel  lines.  Our  loss  is 
only  20  killed  and  wounded.  The  enemy  may  take  advantage  of  the 
darkness  to  retreat  before  Yandever’s  cavalry  arrives.  So  far  we  claim 
a decided  victory. 


[SAME.  E.  CUETIS,] 

Major-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washingto7is  April  26, 1863 — 11  a.  m. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis s Mo. : 

No  troops  from  other  departments  can  be  sent.  You  are  stronger,  in 
luoportion  to  the  enemy,  than  any  other  general  in  the  field.  You  keep 
your  forces  too  much  scattered.  Concentrate  them  upon  the  enemy,  and 
you  will  have  nothing  to  fear. 

H.  W.  HAEEECK, 

Generalrin- Chief. 


Saint  Eouis,  Mo.,  April  26, 1863. 

Major-General  Herron  : 

Information  just  received  from  Pilot  Knob  that  300  rebels  crossed  the 
Iron  Mountain  Eailroad  last  night,  moving  toward  the  Pacific  Eailroad. 
I will  look  out  from  here  to  Pranklin.  Can  your  troops,  general,  look 
out  from  Eolla  to  Franklin?  I am  pushed  for  men  for  the  ordinary  de- 
tail of  the  prison  guards. 

Eespectfully, 

J.  W.  DAYIDSON, 

Brigadier- General. 


Saint  Eouis,  Mo.,  April  26, 1863. 

Maj.  William  Hyde  Clark: 

Arrived  here  at  4 o’clock.  Send  order  to  General  Orme  to  start  out 
two  detachments  of  cavalry,  50  men  each,  to  scour  the  country  south 
of  the  railroad.  Have  them  go  at  once.  Marmaduke  has  attacked  Mc- 
Neil at  Cai>e  Girardeau ; fighting  going  on  to-day.  Yandever  is  moving 
up  rapidly  to  attack  Marmaduke  in  the  rear.  I instruct  Orme  to  keep 
his  men  on  the  alert. 

F.  J.  HEEEON, 

Major-General. 

(Sent  by  Major  Clark  to  General  Orme,  Sfifiie  datu.) 
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Eolla,  Mo.,  April  2G,  1863. 

Col.  William  Week, 

Un  route  to  Houston^  Springfield,  Mo.  : 

Move  on  from  Houston  to  Salem,  keeping  your  cavalry  well  out  on 
your  flanks.  Inform  me  by  messenger  of  your  progress. 

r.  J.  HEREON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Wae  Department, 
Washington,  April  26,  1863. 

Major-General  Pope,  Milwauhee,  Wis. : 

No  orders  have  been  issued  from  here  countermanding  the  movement 
of  the  Nebraska  cavalry,  although  several  times  asked  for. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  April  27,  1863 — 4.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Island  No.  10  does  not  command  the  channel  of  the  river  opposite 
New  Madrid.  It  is  distant  some  10  miles.  If  the  enemy  should  make 
a lodgment  at  New  Madrid,  and  establish  a battery,  he  would  cut  oft 
General  Grant’s  supplies  until  we  could  retake  the  place.  It  should 
not  be  given  up. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

April  27,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief,  Washington,  D.  (7.  : 

General  Yandever  came  on  the  enemy’s  rear  near  Cape  Girardeau  last 
night  and  routed  him,  taking  a large  number  of  prisoners,  horses,  arms, 
&c.  The  enemy  retreated  toward  Bloomfield  in  great  disorder,  pursued 
by  the  victorious  and  combined  forces  of  Generals  Yandever  and  McNeil. 
I have  telegraphed  General  Asboth,  at  Columbus,  asking  him  to  strike 
a blow  through  New  Madrid,  to  prevent  or  embarrass  their  escape. 

[SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General.] 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  27,  1863. 

General  Asboth  : 

If  you  can  send  force  to  Chalk  Bluff,  via  New  Madrid,  you  may  take 
Marmaduke  in  flank,  or  cut  off  his  retreat.  Some  artillery  and  cavalry 
would  be  necessary.  The  Little  Eiver  Swamp  would  be  the  proper  base 
to  hold,  while  light  troops  act  toward  Chalk  Bluff.  New  Madrid  in- 
fantry will  co  operate.* 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

3lajor- General. 

* See  Buford  to  McNeil,  April  28,  p.  259. 
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General  Asbotii  : 


Headquarters, 

Saint  LouiSj  Mo.,  April  27,  1863. 


My  troops  have  routed  the  rebels  near  Cape  Girardeau,  and  they 
retreated  toward  Chalk  BluH.  Even  a small  additional  force  at  New 
Madrid  would  admit  of  a successful  move  from  that  point.  There  is 
some  trouble  crossing  Little  Eiver,  but  this  makes  it  safe  if  the  enemy 
goes  down  on  the  west  side  of  Little  Eiver. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Indian  Brigade, 

Fort  Gihson,  G.  A.,  April  27,  1863. 

Major-General  Blunt  : 

Dispatches  of  the  20th  are  received.  Have  received  orders  from  Gen- 
eral Curtis  to  move  toward  Harrison  or  move  him  to  me.  I have  ordered 
him  to  Hildebrand’s,  36  miles  west  of  Fayetteville ; good  grass  there 
for  his  stock.  I move  on  the  enemy  to-night,  as  they  have  a force  at 
Webber’s  Falls.  If  I abandon  Fort  Gibson,  I cannot  recruit  the  two 
regiments.  Eecruits  are  coming  in.  I am  erecting  a strong  earthwork 
here,  including  a strong  and  large  commissary  building.  In  a week  it 
will  be  almost  impregnable.  It  is  constructed  on  scientific  principles, 
and  as  soon  as  it  is  in  shape  I purpose  moving  toward  the  line  near 
Evansville,  taking  the  Arkansas  men  with  me.  I beg  of  you  to  urge  on 
General  Curtis  the  ruin  that  will  ensue  to  the  Indians  just  taken  into 
the  Nation.  If  I cannot  protect  them,  the  failure  to  do  so  will  seriously 
injure  tbe  Indian  commander. 

Slot  [Steeled]  and  Ewing  are  south  of  the  river;  the  former  was  at 
Fort  Smith  and  latter  at  Steel  ville.  It  is  reported  that  they  are  with  the 
forces  at  Webber’s  Falls.  I have  sent  scouts  down  to  Ozark  and  Clarks- 
ville ; also  south  of  the  river.  I have  ordered  Colonel  Harrison’s  sup- 
plies to  be  sent  from  Springfield,  via  Newtonia  and  Maysville,  to  Hilde- 
brand’s, and  desire  that  he  be  supplied,  so  as  to  be  kept  near  me.  I 
believe  that  the  enemy  are  reorganizing  their  forces  rather  than  bringing- 
new  troops.  These  dispositions  suggest  themselves  as  best.  If  Price 
comes  in  force,  I shall  fall  back  on  my  supplies  by  the  Grand  Eiver ; 
above  there  is  good  grass.  If  you  approve,  will  you  see  that  I am  sus- 
tained in  Colonel  Harrison’s  supplies  and  my  own?  The  train  started 
four  days  ago  for  Fort  Scott,  by  Grand  Eiver.  It  is  indispensable  that 
it  should  stop  only  one  day  at  Fort  Scott.  It  was  not  half  a day  here. 
We  are  on  half  rations. 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  27,  1863. 

Hon.  Isaac  H.  Sturgeon, 

President  of  New  Mexico  Railroad : 

AIy  Dear  Sir  : I am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  26th,  inclosing  a letter 
from  a director  of  your  road,  living  at  Danville,  concerning  the  dangers 
apprehended  to  your  line.  I have  immediately  notified  my  officers,  who 
will  do  all  in  their  power.  I am  not  strong  enough  to  guard  all  points 
as  I would  like  to  do,  and  I am  greatly  annoyed  by  efforts  made  at 
Washington  to  represent  that  I need  no  Federal  force  in  the  State,  or 
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that  it  should  all  be  massed  at  some  certain  point  of  attack,  which,  of 
course,  no  man  knows.  The  idea  has  been  that  the  Enrolled  Missouri 
Militia  could  always  answer  the  purpose,  and  I will  refer  your  letter  to 
the  Governor,  to  show  the  matter  of  militia  being  unarmed,  as  your 
friend  states,  operating  as  a dangerous  arrangement.  The  fact  is,  the 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  will  go  to  the  corn-fields  instead  of  remote 
battle-fields,  which  they  think  others  may  attend  to ; and  when  they 
get  no  pay,  and  know  the  needy  condition  of  their  families,  how  can  we 
expect  them  to  turn  out  promptly  ? I am  doing  all  I can  to  keep  every 
point  quiet,  and  will  especially  try  to  protect  the  railroad  bridges. 

I am,  my  dear  sir,  very  truly, 

[SAME.  E.  CUETIS,] 

Major-General, 


Eoet  Leaven wokth,  Kans.,  April  27,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Heeron, 

Commanding^  Bolla  : 

Will  march  Friday  morning  next.  Battery,  under  escort,  will  leave 
here  Thursday  morning,  and  meet  me  about  Anderson ville,  Dallas 
County,  Missouri.  Could  not  march  earlier  without  being  crippled  for 
want  of  mules,  purchased  and  just  being  sent  from  here  for  brigade  and 
regimental  trains. 

> THOMAS  EWINTG,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


Columbus,  Ky.,  April  27,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Binmore, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Memphis,  Tenn. : 

At  the  urgent  solicitation  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  McKeil,  commanding  at 
Cape  Girardeau,  I have  this  morning  sent  him  two  regiments  of  infantry, 
a section  of  artillery,  and  100,000  rounds  of  ammunition  for  his  com- 
mand, with  directions  to  send  back  the  troops  as  soon  as  re-enforced  by 
Brigadier-General  Vandever,  which  he  expected  to-day.  General  Mc- 
N^eil  wrote  me  that  he  had  been  attacked  by  Marmaduke  with  four  bri- 
gades (8,000  men),  and  repulsed  him,  but  would  be  attacked  again.  As 
my  troops  here  were  all  provided  with  condemned  arms,  I considered  it 
necessary  to  take  from  a large  lot  of  good  arms  on  steamer  Bostona, 
Ko.  2,  consigned  to  Captain  Harper,  Memphis,  3,000  Enfield  rifled  mus- 
kets, as  alluded  to  in  yesterday’s  telegram,  and  had  my  explanatory 
report  ready  to  send  by  Bostona,  but  she  left  from  the  lower  depot  with- 
out orders  or  permission. 

The  report  will  be  sent  by  first  boat. 

ASBOTH. 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

Camp  at  Hartville,  Mo.,  April  27,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier  : 

A dispatch  from  you,  via  Springfield,  has  been  received  late  this 
eveuing.  I have  been  detained  by  rain,  mud,  and  high  water.  I have 
^ spent  nearly  all  day  crossing  the  Gasconade  at  this  point,  which  is  very 
high.  Some  of  my  wagons  are  twenty-four  hours  behind.  The  roads 
17  R R—  VOL  XXII,  FT  II 
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over  the  Ozark  dividing  ridge  were  almost  impassable.  I have  at  this 
moment  crossed  over  the  Gasconade  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  and  train,  the 
Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Battery  and  train,  and  will  spend  the  night  in  cross- 
ing troops  and  trains  as  fast  as  they  arrive.  I shall  move  the  head  of 
the  column  early  to-morrow  toward  Houston,  from  its  camping  jjlace 
some  3 miles  east  of  here.  All  the  serviceable  cavalry  will  be  sent  by 
way  of  Mountain  Store,  or  Montreal,  to  Houston.  They  will  start  in 
the  morning.  I will  march  to  Salem  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

I sent  a communication  to  you  yesterday  by  messenger,  and  accom- 
panying this  goes  a small  party  who  will  occupy  Houston  to-morrow 
morning.  Saving  the  bad  roads,  high  water,  and  the  bad  condition  of 
our  animals,  we  are  getting  along  well. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WEEK, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Division, 


Fort  Gibson,  0.  hJ .,  A]gril  27,  1863. 

Major-General  Curtis  : 

Your  telegram  of  20th  instant  just  received  from  Cassville.*  In  obedi- 
ence, have  ordered  Colonel  Harrison  to  move  west  to  Hildebrand’s  Mill, 
where  I have  a post  and  can  supiiort  him,  and  he  have  grass  for  his 
st'ock.  I directed  him  that  his  supply  trains  go,  via  Springfield,  New- 
tonia,  and  Maysville,  to  Hildebrand’s  Mill  at  present,  so  as  to  be  as  little 
exposed  as  possible.  My  own  trains  go  up  Grand  Eiver,  through  good 
grass  and  road,  which  is  my  retreat  if  hard  pressed.  E nder  orders  from 
General  Blunt,  I moved  into  the  Nation  to  defend  the  refugee  families 
sent  in  j if  I was  not  here  they  could  be  overrun.  I ordered  Colonel 
Harrison,  when  I received  my  first  instructions  from  General  Blunt,  to 
throw  up  earthworks  to  resist  a cavalry  raid,  and  move  west  toward 
me  if  he  was  threatened  with  a heavy  force.  I received  a dispatch  from 
General  Blunt  with  yours,  ordering  me  to  reconnoiter  the  enemy  and 
learn  his  movements  over  the  river  on  my  front.  I desire  to  apprise 
you  of  the  embarrassment  of  the  Indian  command,  and  the  bad  effect 
on  the  whole  Indian  command  and  the  country  a movement  into  Arkan- 
sas would  cause,  leaving  the  families  just  brought  in  here  to  the  mercy 
of  Cooper,  Steele,  and  Stand  Watie.  Colonel  Harrison  has  repulsed  the 
enemy  gallantly.  I never  would  have  asked  the  separation  of  my  com- 
mand if  I had  understood  that  I controlled  its  position  or  line  of  sup- 
plies. 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


[Saint  Louis,  Mo.,]  A]gril  28,  1863. 

[Maj.  Gen.]  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Generals  Vandever  and  McNeil  united  in  pursuit  of  rebels  yesterday. 
Firing  was  heard  from  10  to  3 p.  m.  The  rebels  destroyed  bridge  after 
crossing  White  Eiver,  and  retreated  pell-mell  beyond.  Bridge  was  being 
repaired  for  farther  i)ursuit.  They  move  west  from  New  Madrid  to  in- 
tercept retreat,  going  forward.  No  further  particulars. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


See  p.  230. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  A]^ril  2S,  1863—9  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W:  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

Part  of  tlie  Second  Artillery  prove  to  be  Eeserve  Corps,  and  claim 
benefit  of  orders  in  regard  to  such  troops.  They  have  refused  duty  on 
this  claim,  and  are  worthless.  I ordered  a court  of  inquiry,  which  de- 
cided th#  matter  on  proof,  and  have  ordered  their  muster-out,  pursuant 
to  orders  concerning  such  Eeserve  Corps.  I have  induced  them  to  do 
duty  during  present  troubles,  and  can  rescind  the  order  if  you  desire  it. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Division  of  Cairo, 

Cairo,  III,  April  28,  1863 — 5 p.  m. 


General  McNeil, 

Commanding,  Cape  Girardeau : 


Sir:  General  Asboth  telegraphs  me,  at  2.30  this  p.  m.,  that  he  sent 
last  night  six  companies  of  cavalry  to  New  Madrid,  to  march  thence  in 
the  direction  of  Cape  Girardeau,  to  intercept  the  enemy  and  co-operate 
with  you.  At  2.30  he  heard  cannonading.  He  desires  me  to  send  you 
this  information  by  special  messenger.  His  telegram  reached  me  at  5 
p.  m.  1 instantly  sent  a dispatch  boat  with  Lieut.  J.  H.  Livingston  to 
deliver  this  to  you  or  the  commanding  officer  at  Cape  Girardeau,  re- 
questing the  latter,  if  you  are  absent,  to  take  the  steps  the  information 
suggests. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  BUFOED, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  28,  1863. 

His  Excellency  Hamilton  E.  Gamble,  Governor: 

A Mr.  James  H.  Eobinson,  director  North  Missouri  Eailroad,  expresses 
great  [fear  of]  an  attack  on  that  road.  He  says  the  Enrolled  Missouri 
Militia,  recently  relieved,  should  be  again  called  out  to  do  duty,  and 
says  at  least  four  companies  in  Montgomery  may  be  considered  strictly 
loyal.  He  writes  from  Danville : 

I have  called  special  attention  of  United  States  forces  to  the  railroad,  but  General 
McKean  says  he  is  hard  pressed,  with  guerrilla  synaptoms  in  the  district  everywhere, 
and  has  not  sufficient  force  to  do  much.  He  will  do  all  he  can  to  prevent  the  rising 
of  rebels,  which  we  may  still  apprehend  when  force  and  fear  are  withdrawn  from 
rebel  communities. 

I hope  Your  Excellency  will  exercise  a liberal  discretion  in  aid  of  the 
Government,  and  keep  me  advised  of  just  what  military  force  is  held  by 
you  at  any  and  all  times,  so  I can  dispose  of  other  forces  to  the  best 
possible  advantage. 

I have  apprehended  much  difficulty  in  keeping  the  Enrolled  Missouri 
Militia  in  the  field  during  the  season  of  planting,  and  I still  consider  it 
very  uncertain  as  to  how  many  you  may  be  able  to  command  at  a given 
time  and  place.  To  meet  such  attacks  as  we  have  repulsed  in  Southeast- 
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ern  Missouri  the  best  possible  efforts  have  been  made,  as  I know,  on  the 
present  occasion,  and  exact  results  are  desired  so  we  will  know  what  to 
depend  upon  if  another  occasion  arises.  We  are  all  interested  in  exactly 
knowing  our  available  strength,  a matter  that  a soldier  studies  with  the 
deepest  anxiety.  Casual  observers  generally  take  the  apparent  or  prob- 
able force  for  the  certainly  available,  but  I have  all  my  life  had  much  to 
do  with  volunteers,  and  understand  better  than  most  persons  the  differ- 
ence between  these  items  of  power. 

I have  the  honor  to  be.  Governor,  with  great  respect,  Your  Excel- 
lency's obedient  servant, 

[SAME.  E.  CCTETIS,] 

Major-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington.,  April  28,  1863. 

Maj  or-General  Pope,  Milwaukee,  Wis. : 

General  Curtis  reported  that  he  had  ordered  the  Nebraska  cavalry  to 
report  at  Sioux  City.  The  Governor  of  Nebraska  telegraphed  that  they 
had  received  the  order  and  were  moving.  He  twice  begged  to  have  the 
order  countermanded,  which  I refused. 

n.  W.  HALLECK, 

Qeneral-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Fans.,  April  29,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : The  Third  Colorado  left  last  evening  for  Saint  Louis. 
General  Ewing  left  yesterday  for  Port  Scott,  to  move  with  the  First 
Division  to  Houston,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  General  Herron. 
This  leaves  me  entirely  destitute  of  troops,  except  the  Ninth  Kansas 
(which  also  belongs  to  the  Army  of  the  Frontier).  They  are  now  doing  ^ 
duty  on  the  border,  and  will  be  insufficient  for  the  purposes  there  when 
Colonel  Penick^s  regiment  is  mustered  out.  If  you  desire  that  they  ; 
shall  join  the  First  Division,  under  General  Ewing,  please  direct  me  by  i 
telegraph.  I have  no  mounted  troops  to  do  escort  duty  with  the  sup-  j 
l)ly  trains  to  Colonel  Phillips^  command,  which  pass  over  a long  route  i 
infested  with  guerrillas.  I have  ordered  the  negro  regiment  south  to  ^ 
support  Phillips.  J 

If  the  management  of  affairs  in  Western  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  ^ 
Territory  is  to  be  left  to  iny  judgment  and  discretion,  not  one  foot  of  ] 
ground  shall  be  given  up  that  we  now  occupy,  until  driven  from  it  by  I 
superior  force.  I have  so  directed  Colonel  Phillips,  and  shall  so  direct 
him  until  my  superiors  order  me  to  do  otherwise,  and  take  the  respon-  , 
sibility  of  making  a direct  order  on  the  subject.  I know  too  well  what  j 
it  has  cost  to  obtain  the  occupancy  of  that  country,  and  the  disastrous 
consequences  that  would  result  from  its  abandonment.  I need  hardly.  ] 
tell  you  that  I do  not  feel  myself  particularly  flattered  in  having  all  my  ! 
troops  taken  from  me,  after  laboring  assiduously  in  raising  and  organ- 
izing them,  and,  with  them,  making  the  only  successful  campaign  that  J 
has  been  made  during  the  war.  Every  one  knows  that  the  operations  •; 
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of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier  last  fall  against  an  army  greatly  superior 
in  numbers  was  conducted  on  my  own  responsibility  and  against  the 
advice  of  my  superiors.  I could,  with  much  more  propriety,  in  com- 
pliance with  your  views,  have  fallen  back  to  Fort  Scott  or  Springfield, 
as  other  would-be  heroes  did,  without  ever  firing  a gun.  Had  I failed, 
the  responsibility  of  the  failure  would  have  rested  upon  me,  yet  I have 
never  heard  that  others  were  not  willing  to  avail  themselves  of  my  success. 
During  that  campaign  a formidable  rebel  army  was  defeated, broken  up, 
and  dispersed,  and  the  country  occupied  to  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  and  with 
the  few  troops  that  were  left  me  has  ever  since  been  held,  under  many 
discouraging  circumstances.  To  give  it  up  now  would  be  extremely  fatal. 
The  Indians  have  been  promised  protection,  and  the  loyal  citizens  of 
Western  Arkansas  expect  it.  They  are  now  organizing  for  the  defense 
of  their  homes,  and  every  encouragement  should  be  held  out  to  them. 
The  refugee  Indians  have  been  taken  back  to  their  own  country,  and  are 
now  putting  in  their  crops,  feeling  much  encouraged  for  the  future.  The 
Creeks  and  Choctaws,  who  have  heretofore  been  allied  with  the  rebel 
cause,  are  making  overtures  to  join  our  forces  and  look  to  the  Federal 
Government  for  protection.  If  we  continue  to  hold  the  country,  the  two 
new  Indian  regiments  can  be  speedily  raised  and  organized,  and  the 
Union  element  in  Western  Arkansas  and  Northern  Texas  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  develop  itself ; but  if  the  country  is  to  be  abandoned 
for  the  want  of  a few  troops  to  strengthen  the  small  force  now  there, 
then  the  labor  of  last  fall  is  all  lost,  and  the  blood  of  our  gallant  men 
has  been  shed  in  vain.  The  Indians  will  lose  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment, or  its  ability  to  protect  them,  and  will  become  completely  de- 
moralized, and  many  whom  we  might  have  with  us  will  be  fighting 
against  us.  The  loyal  people  of  Western  Arkansas  and  Northern  Texas 
will  become  disheartened,  and  rebel  enthusiasm  will  be  increased  in 
proportion.  I address  you  frankly  and  plainly  upon  the  matter,  be- 
cause I feel  its  importance.  In  vain  have  I asked  for  troops.  There  are 
not  sufficient  in  the  whole  district  for  a brigadier’s  command,  and  they 
are  mostly  negroes  and  Indians;  yet  I am  willing  to  lay  aside  aU  per- 
sonal feelings  and  take  command  of  those  in  the  field  in  person,  and 
contest  for  every  foot  of  ground  this  side  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  1 am 
willing  to  take  the  responsibility  of  attempting  to  hold  the  country; 
but  if  it  is  to  be  given  up,  and  a retrograde  movement  made,  others 
must  take  the  responsibility  of  ordering  it,  and  shoulder  the  disas- 
trous consequences  that  will  follow. 

Until  otherwise  ordered  by  my  superiors,  I shall  direct  Colonel 
Phillips  and  Colonel  Harrison  to  hold  the  country  to  the  Arkansas 
Eiver  until  they  are  driven  from  it  by  an  overwhelming  force.  • If  you 
desire  any  other  policy  pursued,  please  give  me  instructions,  direct  and 
positive,  and  they  will  be  carried  out. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Major- Gefceral, 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Hotiston,  Mo.y  April  29,  1863. 


Col.  Charles  E.  Salomon: 


Orders  from  General  Herron  having  arrived,  which  require  a thorough 
reconnaissance  of  the  region  lying  upon  the  waters  of  Current  Eiver, 
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you  Tvill  detail  all  the  available  cavalry  in  your  command  for  that  duty. 
The  efficient  mounted  men  of  the  First  Ohio  Cavalry  will  be  placed 
upon  the  same  duty.  It  should  be  communicated  to  them  that  the  main 
column  will  march  to  Salem  in  two  days;  that  the  business  of  this  cav- 
alry detachment  is  to  guard  well  the  right  flank  of  the  main  column. 
They  may  rejoin  the  command  at  Salem  as  soon  as  circumstances  per- 
mit, taking  into  account  travel  and  forage.  This  cavalry  will  take  with 
it  rations  for  three  days,  &c.  Its  transportation  will  accompany  the 
main  column.  The  other  troops  under  your  command  will  march  early 
to-morrow  morning  to  Salem  with  the  transportation.  The  First  Iowa 
Cavalry  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  instructions. 

Kespectfully, 

WM.  WEEK, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Division, 


Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  April  30,  1863. 

Col.  William  A.  Phillips: 

Commanding  Indian  Brigade,  Fayetteville,  ArJc, : 

General  Curtis’  policy  is  to  have  you  fall  back,  but  he  must  take  the 
responsibility  of  ordering  it.  I have  ordered  the  negro  regiment  to 
Baxter  Springs;  they  are  intended  to  support  you ; are  1,000  strong. 
These  are  all  the  troops  I have,  all  others  having  been  taken  from  me. 
Colonel  Williams  and  Colonel  Harrison  will  report  to  you  for  orders. 
You  will  order  the  negro  regiment  near  you,  if  you  think  best.  Keep 
your  force  concentrated,  and  do  not  give  up  the  country  until  forced  to 
do  so  by  superior  force,  unless  ordered  to  do  so  by  General  Curtis.  I 
will  try  to  keep  you  supplied. 

JAS.  G.  BLHKT, 

Major-Oeneral, 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Houston,  Mo.,  April  30,  1863. 


William  Hyde  Clark, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 


Your  communication  of  25th  instant  was  received  upon  my  arrival 
here  last  evening.  I start  this  morning  with  the  head  of  the  column  to 
Salem,  and  will  encamp  about  midway  between  there  and  here,  reach- 
ing Salem  to-morrow.  My  cavalry  is  all  in,  and  start  this  morning,  with 
very  serviceable  horses,  by  the  way  of  Current  Elver,  to  Salem,  spending 
some  three  or  four  days  en  route.  My  commissary  train  is  yet  some 
miles  in  the  rear,  but  will  overtake  us  at  Salem,  as  the  roads  are  now 
good ; it  is  well  guarded.  We  are  suflering  for  forage,  and  if  some  could 
be  furnished  at  Salem  it  would  be  a great  relief. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WEEK, 
Colonel,  Commanding, 
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Alysiract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Missowi,  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis  com- 
manding, for  April  30,  1863 ; headquarters  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


Command. 


Department  staff  (Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 

District  of  Saint  Louis,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson: 

Staff  (Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 

Benton  Barracks,  Col.  B.  L.  E.  Bonneville 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  Col.  John  G.  Clark 

Post ofSaintLouis,  Col.  EobertB.  Livingston. 

Arcadia,  Mo.,  Lieut.  Col.  Eobert  Carrick 

Patterson,  Mo.,  Col.  Edwin  Smart 

Barnesville,  Mo.,  Col.  Joseph  W.  Bell 

Centreville,  Mo.,  Capt.  Adam  Sachs 

Jackson,  Mo.  (commander  not  given) 

New  Madrid,  Mo.,  Col.  D.  Henry  Hughes 

Cape  Girardeau,  Lieut.  Col.  Heiiry  Pomeroy. . 

Bloomfield,  Mo.,  Col.  John  McNeil 

Pacific  City,  Mo.,  Col.  William  P.  Eobinson.. 

Total  District  of  Saint  Louis 

Central  District  of  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  B. 
Brown : 

Staff  (Jefferson  City,  Mo.)... 

Troops  in  district 

Total  Central  District  of  Missouri 


District  of  Eolla,  Mo.,  Brig.  Gen.  T.  A.  Davies : 

Staff  (Eolla,  Mo.) 

Troops  in  district 

Total  District  of  Eolla 


Army  of  the  Frontier,  Brig.  Gen.  E.  J.  Herron : 

Staff 

First  Division,  Col.  William  Weer 

Second  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  William  Vandever 
(Pilot  Knob,  Mo.). 

Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  William  W.  Orme 
(Lake  Spring,  Mo.). 

Detachment  under  M aj.  Charles  Banzhaf 

Total  Army  of  the  Frontier 

District  of  Southwestern  Missouri,  Col.  William 
F.  Cloud: 

Staff  (Springfield,  Mo.) 

Springfield  Post,  Col.  John  Edwards  (Spring- 
field,  Mo.). 

First  Brigade,  Arkansas  volunteers.  Col.  M. 

La  Eue  Harrison  (Camp  on  Flat  Creek,  Mo.) . 
Newtonia,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  T.  Crittenden.. 

Cassville,  Mo.,  Maj.  David  McKee 

Other  points 

Total  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri. . . 

Northwestern  Missouri,  Col.  Chester  Harding,  jr. 
(Saint  Joseph,  Mo.). 

District  of  Northeastern  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen. 
Thomas  J.  McKean : 

Staff  (Palmyra,  Mo.) 

Troops  in  district 

Total  District  of  Northeastern  Missouri 

Alton,  111.,  Col.  William  B.  Mason 


Present  for 
duty. 

1 

Aggregate  present.  | 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Aggregate  last  re-  ' 

turn. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Officers. 

g 

W 

2 

% 

S 

16 

17 

18 

18 

9 

110 

104 

63 

51 

26 

21 

2 

3 

30 

55 

44 

18 

9 

4,  067 
2,128 
1,855 
1,  336 
559 
227 
38 
119 
806 
1,  433 

1,  233 
515 

9 

4,989 
3,  526 
2,103 
1,  442 
722 
265 
48 
143 
856 
1,817 
1,687 
572 

10 
5,  622 
2,  982 
1,632 
1, 424 
722 
323 
31 
143 
859 
1,  844 
1,544 
574 

2,  767 
1,  557 
1,  005 
869 
445 
137 
31 
95 
664 
1,  035 
1,  062 
476 

2 

536 

10, 143 

14,  325 

18, 179 

17, 710 

2 

4 

79 

4 

1,  716 

6 

2, 116 

6 

2, 153 

1,385 

6 

83 

1,  385 

1,  720 

2, 122 

2, 159 

6 



9 

32 

9 

1,  020 

10 

1, 262 

10 
1, 193 

620 

41 

620 

1,  029 

1,272 

1, 203 



. 

15 

111 

124 

83 

10 

15 
2, 633 
2, 921 

2,  258 

379 

15 
3, 488 
4, 315 

3,  844 

427 

9 

3, 488 
4,031 

3, 914 

347 

2,016 
2, 458 

1,  602 

243 

10 

20 

343 

6, 319 

8, 206 

12,  089 

11, 789 

30 

9 

57 

60 

11 

12 

51 

9 

1, 533 

1, 409 

470 

384 

994 

9 

1, 996 

1,  928 

710 
515 
1, 229 

7 

1,  971 

1, 911 

696 
506 
1, 252 

921 

1, 123 

307 

271 

759 

12 

2 

200 

3,  381 

4,  799 

6,  387 

6,  343 

14 

11 

402 

490 

937 

900 

9 

41 

3 

1,101 

12 
1,  327 

12 
1,  522 

12 
1,  505 

2 

50 

1, 104 

1,339 

1,  534 

1,  517 

1 ^ 

32 

375 

506 

565 

564 

1 
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Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Aggregate  last  re- 

turn. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

m 

u 

<Q 

O 

a 

o 

1 

c3 

(U 

13 

'S 

S 

District  of  Kansas,  Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt ; 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Col.  Charles  W.  Adams. . - 

Fort  Scott,  Maj.  Charles  W.  Blair 

Fort  Riley,  Cant.  John  E.  Stewart 

Fort  Lamed,  Capt.  Horatio  X.  F.  Read 

Troops  at  other  points 

22 

15 

3 

3 

96 

26 

504 
268 
108 
111 
1,  820 

673 
397 
154 
162 
2,  354 
26 

801 
656 
194 
199 
2,  763' 
27 

606 
659 
193 
. 105 

2,  265 
24 

7 

14 

2 

District  staff  (Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.) 

Total  District  of  Kansas 

District  of  Xoithwestem  Arkansas,  CoL  William 
. A.  Phillips : 

Staff  (Fort  (rihson  C.  ’NT.) 

165 

2,  811 

3, 766 

4, 640 

3,  852 

7 

16 

2 

83 

2 

2,  623 

2 

3, 109 

1 

3,161 

Troops  in  district 

Total  District  of  Northwestern  Arkansas 

District  of  Colorado,  Col.  John  M.  Chivington 
(Denver,  Colo.). 

District  of  Nebraska,  Brig.  Gen.  James  Craig 
(Omaha,  Nehr.). 

2, 399 

6 

6 

85 

2, 399 

2, 625 

3,  111 

3, 162 

41 

716 

1,  035 

1, 246 

1,  694 

12 

25 

387 

569 

706 

1,  697 

KECAPITULATION. 


Department  staff. 

16 

17 

18 

18 

District  of  Saint  Louis 

536 

10, 143 

14,  325 

18, 179 

17, 710 

Central  District  of  Missouri. 

83 

1, 385 

1,720 

2,122 

2,159 

District  of  Rolla  

41 

620 

1,029 

1,272 

1,203 

Army  of  the  Frontier 

343 

6,319 

8,  206 

12,  089 

11,  789 

Distiict  of  Southwestern  Missouri 

200 

3,  381 

4,  799 

6,387 

6,  343 

Northwestern  Missouri 

11 

402 

490 

937 

900 

District  of  Northeastern  Missouri 

50 

1, 104 

1,  339 

1,534 

1,  517 

Alton,  111 

32 

375 

506 

565 

564 

District  of  Kansas 

165 

2,  811 

3,  766 

4,  640 

3,  852 

District  of  Northwestern  Arkansas 

85 

2,  399 

2,  625 

3,  111 

3, 162 

District  of  Colorado 

41 

716 

1,  035 

1,  246 

1,694 

District  of  Nebraska 

25 

387 

569 

706 

1,  697 

Grand  total 

1,  628 

30,  042 

40, 426 

52,  806 

52,  608 

Abstract  from  return  of  the  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas,  Maj.  Gen.  Bevjamin  M.  Pren- 
tiss, U.  S.  Armjf;  commanding,  for  April,  1863. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Aggregate  last 
monthly  return. 

Pieces  of  field  artil- 
lery. 

to 

o 

O 

Men. 

"Oistript- 

8 

8 

8 

6 

*Pri^  A r^-nrma.n  . . 

4 

4 

4 

4 

rivisinn  Xbirtf^^ntli  - 

5,245 

Thirteenth  Division,  Thirteenth  Army  Corps  J 

156 

3,019 

4,  328 

5, 232 

7,  051 

6 

Cavalry  1 

94 

1,  754 

2,  323 

2,678 

4,867 

3 

Total 

262 

4,  773 

6,  663 

7, 922 

17, 173 

9 

* Staff  officers  only  indicated  under  this  heading  in  the  original, 
t At  Bruiusburg  Landing,  Miss.,  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Hovey. 
t Return  does  not  indicate  where  the  troops  were  actually  serving. 
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Troops  in  the  District  of  Eastern  Arhansas,  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  M. 
Prentiss^  TJ.  8.  Army,  commanding,  April  30,  1863. 


THIRTEENTH  DIVISION,  THIRTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Brig.  Gen.  Leonard  F.  Ross. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Salomon. 

43d  Indiana,  Col.  William  E.  McLean. 
35tli  Missouri,  Col.  Samuel  A.  Foster. 
28tli  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Whit- 
aker. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk. 

29th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  F.  Patter- 
son. 

33d  Iowa,  Col.  Samuel  A.  Rice. 

36th  Iowa,  Col.  Charles  W.  Kittredge. 
33d  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H. 
Heath. 


Artillery. 

3d  Iowa  Battery,  Capt.  Mortimer  M.  Hayden. 


CAVALRY  DIVISION. 


Col.  Cyrus  Bussey. 


First  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  L.  Wiley. 

5th  Illinois,  Maj.  Abel  H.  Seley. 

1st  Indiana,  Maj.  Thomas  N.  Pace. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Powell  Clayton. 

2d  Arkansas,  Capt.  James  W.  Demby. 

3d  Iowa,  Maj.  Oliver  H.  P.  Scott. 

5th  Kansas,  Lieut.  Col.  Wilton  A.  Jenkins. 


Hdqrs.  liFTH  Cavalry,  Missouri  State  Militia, 

Independence.,  Mo.,  May  1,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt, 

Leavenworth^  Kans.: 

General  : Quantrill,  Parker,  and  company  are  undoubtedly  here  or 
in  Cass  County  with  a force  of  from  150  to  300  men,  and  contemplate 
attacking  one  of  our  posts.  Kansas  City,  Independence,  and  Blue 
Springs  can  take  care  of  themselves,  but  I will  be  very  uneasy  about 
Harrisville.  As  soon  as  the  first  cavalry  leaves,  you  can  send  me  four 
companies  of  infantry  to  hold  the  posts.  I will  see  that  my  [men]  hunt 
them  up  immediately.  One  hundred  of  my  cavalry  have  hunted  for 
them  three  days  this  week,  but  without  success.  We  are  busy  to-day 
destroying  the  skiffs,  &c.,  on  the  river,  to  keep  those  on  the  north  side 
where  they  are.  Telegraph  if  you  can  furnish  the  men  desired.  If  you 
cannot.  Col.  Chester  Harding  will  probably  do  so.  He  kindly  offered 
me  two  companies  of  cavalry  not  long  since.  I would  suggest  that  you 
make  a station  at  Pink  Hill  and  one  at  Pleasant  Hill  as  soon  as  con- 
venient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  PEKICK, 

Colonel  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Eolla,  Mo.,  May  1,  1863. 
Maj.  Geu.  Samuel  E.  Curtis,  8amt  Louis,  3£o.  : 

Major  Miller,  of  the  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  has  just  returned 
from  an  extended  scout  south  of  Salem  and  Houston.  He  reports  no 
enemy  in  that  direction,  excei)t  Colonel  Freeman’s  band,  some  200 
strong.  I send  a party  after  them  to-morrow.  The  stage,  with  mails, 
has  been  robbed  twice  within  the  past  week  between  this  jdace  and 
Waynesville,  but  as  yet  nothing  has  been  done  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  this  district  toward  looking  up  the  thieves.  A stirring  up 
from  headquarters  would  be  of  some  avail. 

F.  J.  HEEEOK, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Bolla,  Mo.,  May  1,  1863. 

Citizens  of  Pulaski  County,  Missouri : 

The  stage  on  the  route  from  Eolla  to  Springfield  having  been  robbed 
three  times  within  the  past  week,  at  or  near  the  California  House,  and 
the  mails  abstracted  therefrom,  the  undersigned  hereby  gives  notice 
that  he  will  hold  the  citizens  along  the  route  responsible  for  these  acts. 

1st.  That  in  future  any  horse  stolen  will  be  replaced  at  once  by  stock 
taken  from  citizens  in  the  vicinity. 

2d.  That  any  and  every  one  captured  who  has  been  connected  with 
these  robberies  will  be  shot  without  ceremony. 

Without  the  citizens  take  measures  to  rid  their  neighborhood  of  these 
thieves,  a very  summary  mode  will  be  adopted  to  correct  this  matter. 

F.  J.  HEEEON, 

Major-General. 


Fort  Gibson,  C.  1^.,  May  1, 1863. 

Major-General  Blunt: 

Sir  ; After  defeating  the  enemy  at  Webber’s  Falls,  I sent  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Schaurte  and  Major  Foreman,  with  a heavy  force,  and  ar- 
tillery, toward  Fayetteville.  Colonel  Bryan  and  Major  Pickier  were 
about  Dutch  Mills  or  Cane  Hill.  The  enemy  had,  however,  on  receiv- 
ing the  news  of  Webber’s  Falls,  retreated  precipitately,  and  crossed  the 
Arkansas  Eiver  at  Fort  Smith.  I have  ascertained  that  the  loss  of  the 
enemy  at  Webber’s  Falls  is  much  greater  than  at  first  reported.  Eebels 
are  moving  families  south  of  the  river.  The  rebels  report  Price  coming, 
but  I get  no  definite  data  of  him.  I intend  to  strike  North  Fork,  so  as 
to  recruit,  and  because  striking  is  the  best  policy.  Arkansas  Eiver  is 
high  ; Grand  Eiver  up  j Verdigris  up.  I have  strong  works  here  that 
cannot  be  taken;  inclosed  15  or  16  acres;  water,  and  strong  commis- 
sary buildings.  Made  three  ferry-boats  on  the  Grand  Eiver,  under  the 
works  ; will  make  a floating  bridge,  if  I have  time.  Suffering  for  bread. 
The  agent  has  been  very  derelict  in  not  sending  bread  to  the  people. 
Command  on  very  short  rations;  unless  train  has  started  promptly,  will 
suffer.  Evacuation  of  this  country  would  lead  to  untold  disaster  to 
these  iieople  and  our  cause.  I consider  the  iiossibility  of  other  mis- 
fortunes less  dangerous.  I can  hold  my  works  and  send  heavy  mounted 
scouts  out.  Mv  responsibilities  press,  but  I am  not  afraid  of  them. 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
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I Lickino,  Mo.,  May  2,  1863. 

Capt  J.  Lovell,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Bella  Bistriet: 

Captain  : I Rave  the  honor  to  make,  for  the  information  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding,  the  following  report : 

On  the  29th  of  April  a squad  of  horse  thieves,  numbering  17,  under 
the  leadership  of  one  Captain  Cook,  arrested  and  carried  away  5 loyal 
citizens  living  on  the  Salem  road,  about  8 miles  from  this  place.  Three 
of  the  men  arrested  were  discharged  soldiers,  and  were  living  together 
for  mutual  protection.  Immediately  upon  learning  of  the  affair,  I sent  a 
squad  in  pursuit,  and  also  caused  to  be  arrested  5 of  the  most  promi- 
nent rebel  sympathizers  in  that  vicinity,  whom  I shall  retain  as  hostages 
for  the  safe  return  of  the  loyal  prisoners.  The  squad  which  I sent  in  pur- 
suit returned  without  having  accomplished  anything.  My  force  pursued 
them  30  miles,  but  as  they  had  some  five  hours’  advance  it  was  deemed 
useless  to  pursue  them  farther,  and  they  accordingly  gave  up  the  chase, 
and  returned  to  camp  on  the  following  day. 

On  the  29th,  I also  sent  out  3 men  as  spies,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of 
capturing,  if  possible,  a notorious  character  named  Eeed,  living  about 
30  miles  south  from  this  place.  They  were  not  successful,  however,  in 
arresting  Eeed,  but  on  their  way  to  camp  fell  in  with  one  D.  C.  Boone,  a • 
recruiting  officer  for  Freeman’s  guerrillas,”  whom  they  arrested  and 
brought  in.  Boone  reports  that  he  left  Freeman  on  Spring  Eiver,  about 
80  miles  distant  from  this  place,  where  he  has  something  over  100  guer- 
rilas  encamped,  and  that  he  had  authority  to  recruit  a full  regiment. 

I have  Boone  in  close  confinement,  and  will  see  that  he  does  not  escape. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  KAISER, 

Major,  Commanding  Post. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  May  3,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief : 

General  Yandever  came  upon  the  rear  of  enemy  at  Bloomfield,  when 
some  skirmishing  occurred,  and  the  rebels  were  again  repulsed.  By  de- 
stroying bridges  pursuit  is  embarrassed,  but  continued  in  the  direction 
of  Chalk  Bluff.  I hope  my  directions  of  a movement  from  NTew  Madrid 
may  meet  them  at  that  crossing.  All  accounts  concur  in  stating  the 
force  at  7,000  or  8,000  and  ten  pieces  of  artillery.  Price  is  not  with  the 
command. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  May  3, 1863. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

You  are  authorized  to  fill  up  the  Second  Missouri  Artillery  as  rapidly 
as  possible. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in- Chief. 


Waynesville,  Mo.,  May  3,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies, 

Commanding  Bella  Bistriet,  Bolla,  Mo. : 

General  : For  the  last  few  wrecks,  as  you  are  aware,  this  section 
of  country  has  been  infested  with  horse  thieves,  who  have  committed 
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many  depredations,  and  who  -liave  as  yet  eluded  our  utmost  vigilance. 
I have  kept  all  my  available  men  almost  constantly  in  the  saddle.  Many 
I send  out  daily  in  disguise,  both  on  horseback  and  in  wagons,  to  repre- 
sent farmers  and  movers,  but  as  yet  to  no  purpose.  The  stage  has  been 
stopped  several  times,  and  once  the  horses  and  mail  carried  off.  I im- 
mediately sent  detachments  out  in  all  directions,  leaving  the  post  almost 
deserted.  I now  furnish  an  escort  to  the  mail  going  both  ways,  but  my 
men  and  horses  are  fast  giving  out  under  the  daily  amount  of  work  they 
have  to  perform.  If  the  mail  could.be  detained  at  this  post  over  night, 
or  the  stages  meet  at  Piney  and  Gasconade,  it  would  obviate  the  neces- 
sity of  sending  two  escorts  with  the  stage  in  one  direction.  If  this  ar- 
rangement could  be  made,  I hope  you  will  take  into  consideration  the 
importance  of  this  place  as  a military  post,  the  vast  amount  of  labor  to 
be  performed  bj^  such  a small  force,  and,  if  you  have  any  troops  at  your 
disposal,  I hope  that  you  will  send  me  a few  at  least  to  hold  this  place 
while  I keep  my  men  scouring  the  country  for  miles  in  all  directions, 
hunting  those  thieves  and  meting  summary  justice  to  them. 

Hoping  this  will  meet  with  your  favoraWe  consideration,  I have  the 
honor  to  subscribe  myself,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALDBMAR  PISOHEE, 

Major,  Commanding  Post. 


United  States  Steamer  Conestoga, 

Off  White  River,  May  3,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  M.  Prentiss, 

Commanding  United  States  Forces,  Helena,  Arh. : 

Sir  : I have  understood  that  you  are  threatened  with  an  attack  at 
Helena.  If  it  proves  to  be  in  force,  and  you  consider  it  necessary,  let 
me  know,  and  I will  re-enforce  you  with  gunboats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  O.  SELFEIDGE, 

Lieutenant-  Commander, 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  of  the  Armv,  Adjt.  Gen.^s  Office, 

No.  202.  ) Washington,  May  4,  1863. 

* * * * * * ' * 

• II.  Brig.  Gen.  James  Totten,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  immediately  re- 
turn to  his  command  in  the  Army  of  the  Frontier. 

« * ***** 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck:' 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  May  4, 1863 — 2 p.  m. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  Eosecrans  asks  for  more  troops.  Your  department  is  the 
only  one  which  can  possibly  give  him  any  at  this  time.  Can  any  be 
spared  for  him  ? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 
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Major-General  Halleck  : 

Can  spare  no  more  force  at  present. 


Saint  Louis,  May  5, 1863. 

Will  write. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

ISaint  Louis,  Mo.,  May  5,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Ben.  Loan,  Jefferson  City : 

General  : Yours  of  the  23d,*  on  the  subject  of  the  African,  I have 
referred  to  Judge- Advocate  Major  Dunn,  who  will,  doubtless,  give  you 
the  benefit  of  his  views.  He  was  in  Congress  when  the  confiscation  act 
passed.  The  question  as  to ‘‘our  lines”  is  very  difficult  to  answer. 

Yours  of  the  24th,*  concerning  the  exchange  of  Colonel  Lazear’s  regi- 
ment, is  rather  evasive  and  sarcastic  on  him.  You  must  recollect  the 
colonel  was  writing  to  the  Governor,  who,  he  supposed,  was  exercised 
on  the  subject  of  the  negro  in  MerrilFs  regiment,  and  Lazear  was  advo- 
cating his  own  cause.  The  letters  of  McFerran  are  in  the  same  temper. 
It  will  be  w^ell  to  look  after  the  men  that  are  so  tender  of  the  constitu- 
tional rights  of  rebel  sympathizers,  but  let  us  be  charitable  to  our  pro- 
slavery Union  friends,  who  are  sorely  tried.  But  yet  the  question 
returns  upon  us,  Would  he  not  recruit  his  regiment  sooner  and  do  bet- 
ter in  Northeastern  Missouri?  Lazear  has  done  some  good  service  in 
Southeastern  Missouri,  and  that  would  be  a good  place  for  him.  Yet 
I do  not  think  he  could  fill  up  his  regiment  in  that  quarter,  and  it  is  not 
so  easy  as  you  think  to  fill  it  up  where  it  now  is.  If  he  can  fill  up,  there 
is  no  need  of  shifting  him. 

I telegraphed  to-day,  asking  if  you  have  spare  troops.  I do  this  to 
fortify  myself  against  complaints  that  I am  keeping  troops  here  that 
are  not  needed.  I have  driven  Marmaduke  out  of  the  State,  but  may 
be  attacked  by  another  force  coming  from  Arkansas.  We  must  make 
the  very  best  use  we  can  of  our  material.  I am  unable  to  send  you  more 
force.  I am  obliged  to  send  away  troops  that  are  much  needed.  If  we 
ever  get  Vicksburg,  I hope  to  have  some  relief  from  these  demands, 
but  at  present  we  must  depend  on  vigilance  and  celerity  of  movement. 

Have  your  troops  generally  on  the  move.  Some  complain  that  the 
troops  at  Lexington  are  rather  disorderly,  and  that  Colonel  King  is  not 
able  to  control  them.  Perhaps  it  will  be  best  to  change  or  shift  them. 
Lexington  deserves  more  trouble  than  any  other  place. 

I am,  general,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

[SAML.  E.  CUETIS,] 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  May  6,  1863. 

General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief : 

General  : Your  telegram  and  letters,  urging  me  to  send  troops  to 
General  Eosecrans,  have  been  received,  and  I have  responded  that  I 
can  spare  none. 

The  Marmaduke  attack  required  me  to  concentrate  and  move  most  of 
the  force  denominated  the  Army  of  the  Frontier  by  long  and  rapid 
marches,  which  has,  no  doubt,  much  impaired  the  mules  and  horses. 
It  is  now  returning  to  Pilot  Knob,  when  I will  refurnish  it  as  soon  as 
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possible.  It  will  have  marched  about  500  miles  in  about  ten  days,  over 
very  bad  roads. 

The  Indian  troops  and  Kansas  troops  have,  against  my  orders,  gone 
home,  and  the  officer  who  took  the  responsibility  is  arrested.  I never 
knew  such  an  outrage  on  discipline  as  the  act  of  Colonel  Weer,  dispers- 
ing most  of  a division  of  Kansas  troops  to  go  from  the  neighborhood  of 
Springfield  to  their  homes.  I am  getting  them  back  as  fast  as  possible. 
The  Indians  are  doing  all  they  can  to  hold  their  own  country,  but  they 
are  too  far  down  southwest  by  neglect  or  disobedience  of  orders,  which 
I am  trying  to  remedy  as  fast  as  possible.  I have  but  few  volunteer 
troops  in  this  region.  The  Missouri  State  Militia  cannot  be  sent  out  of 
the  State.  The  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  will  not  stay  in  the  field  dur- 
ing this  season  of  corn-planting.  They  will  not  turn  out  quick  enough 
to  resist  a raid,  as  was  shown  by  the  recent  attack  from  Arkansas.  If 
I had  not  retained  some  of  the  volunteers  I had  started  to  Eosecrans, 
the  rebels  would  have  rushed  in  and  taken  Pilot  Knob  and  Cape  Girar- 
deau, if  not  this  city.  I am  obliged  to  keep  my  force  distributed  to 
prevent  the  rebels  from  assembling  recruits,  and  also  to  procure  forage 
for  horses. 

As  soon  as  General  Vandever  gets  back  to  Pilot  Knob  with  the  por- 
tion of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier,  I will  try  to  scrape  up  re-enforcements 
to  send  forward.  The  Governor  is  trying  to  change  Enrolled  Missouri 
Militia  into  provisional  regiments,  some  of  which  are  now  collecting  to- 
gether, and  giving  some  hope  of  success.  But  atpresent  I have  demands 
for  troops  coming  from  every  neighborhood,  and  cannot  send  a man  away 
till  I get  news  of  the  returning  troops,  and  what  the  militia  will  do.  I 
send  also  with  this  letter  a specimen  of  demands  and  reports  of  de- 
I)artment  commanders  relating  to  the  police  force  needed  in  different 
districts  of  Missouri. 

The  Union  people  cannot  stay  on  their  farms  if  we  withdraw  this 
police  force.  Besides  this,  a reserve  must  be  held  ready  to  resist  such 
raids  as  Marmaduke  has  twice  attempted.  He  has  gained  comparatively 
nothing  so  far,  but  Price  is  now  on  the  Arkansas  trying  to  raise  new 
forces,  and  he  will  soon  try  to  renew  the  effort  to  attack  Missouri.  A 
move  from  Helena  against  him  should  be  made  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  but  I suppose  your  demands  for  Vicksburg  prevent  General 
Grant’s  notice  of  Price  at  this  time ; yet  you  cannot  fail  to  perceive 
that  Price’s  reported  i)resence  in  Arkansas,  and  the  movement  of  Mar- 
maduke, ostensibly  uuder  his  orders,  tend  to  stimulate  new  movements 
throughout  Missouri,  which  can  only  be  restrained  by  considerable  force 
and  constant  vigilance. 

With  greatest  desire  to  do  all  I can  in  all  directions,  I remain,  general, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAME.  E.  OUETIS, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Louisiana,  Mo.,  April  1,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Western  Department  : 

Dear  Sir  : Some  few-  weeks  since  I had  the  honor  to  communicate 
to  you  the  notice  for  a public  meeting  to  be  held  in  Bowling  Green  on 
the  first  Monday  of  March  last,  and  to  make  some  suggestions  in  regard 
to  it.  Though  my  letter  and  suggestions  were  only  such  as  any  loyal 
man  ought  to  have  communicated,  I was  gratified  to  learn  that  my 
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letter  had  the  effect  to  send  a confidential  agent  of  the  Government  to 
the  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  movements  of  parties  there. 

In  consequence  of  the  exertions  of  loyal  men  of  our  county,  and  the 
suspicion  attached  to  certain  party  movements,  the  meeting  passed  off 
with  no  other  effect  than  the  collection  together  of  a considerable  num- 
ber of  the  worst  secessionists  of  our  county,  and  the  passage  of  resolu- 
tions not  positively  disloyal,  but  bordering  on  it  in  part,  and  strongly 
anti-emancipation  in  sentiment.  For  any  positive  influence  it  was  an 
abortion. 

I trust  you  will  pardon  my  using  this  matter  as  an  introduction  to 
another  subject  which  I consider  greatly  concerns  the  peace  and  welfare 
of  our  State.  I allude  to  the  recent  act  of  the  Missouri  Legislature  for 
exemption  from  military  duty  of  all  persons  who  wish  it,  for  the  sum  of 
$30.  ^Immediately  previous  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  as  you  are  aware, 
orders  were  issued  for  drafting  into  immediate  service  several  regiments 
of  the  State  militia.  U nder  this  order,  about  200  men  of  this  county  had 
been  enrolled  and  organized  for  immediate  duty,  and  the  officers  have 
been  making  their  arrangements  for  immediate  service.  Of  the  number 
drafted  for  duty  from  this  county,  there  were  three  companies,  com- 
manded by  as  many  captains.  This  day  one  of  the  captains  informed 
me  that  he  did  not  believe  a dozen  men  in  the  county  would  comply  with 
the  draft,  and  that  all  would  pay  the  commutation  penalty  and  be  re- 
leased. I am  fully  persuaded  such  will  be  the  case,  and  that  the  same 
state  of  facts  will  exist  all  over  the  State.  If  this  be  the  case,  and 
another  uprising  of  rebels  in  the  State  be  meditated,  as  it  is  generally 
believed  there  will  be  in  certain  contingencies,  our  State  will  be  wholly 
dependent  on  the  United  States  troops  and  volunteers  for  defense.  If 
they  were  sufficiently  numerous  to  defend  the  State  and  suppress  dis- 
loyal collections  of  troops  at  all  points,  I do  not  know  that  the  absence 
of  the  militia  would  be  a subject  for  regret  j but  I think  there  is  very 
great  danger  that  the  rebels,  numerous,  determined,  and  vindictive  in 
our  State,  may  seize  on  the  occasion  of  a real  hiatus  in  our  military 
strength  to  do  much  mischief  at  least.  I do  not  presume  to  doubt  that 
you  are  more  fully  posted  as  to  all  apparent  movements  of  the  traitors 
in  our  State,  and  as  to  the  actual  condition  of  our  State  militia,  than  I 
possibly  can  be ; but  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  militia  in  the  present 
attitude  of  State  aflairs,  I have  supposed  it  would  be  of  interest  to  you 
to  be  advised  as  far  as  practicable. 

Our  county  (Pike)  is  believed,  I think  justly,  too,  to  be  the  most  loyal 
county  in  the  State ; but  no  one  wishes  to  undergo  the  fatigues  and 
hardships  of  military  life,  when  the  prospect  of  pay  is  so  poor  as  that 
of  our  militia.  My  opinion  is  very  decided  that  we  shall  soon  have  no 
militia  force  or  organization  in  the  State  except  those  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  various  causes  are  combining  to  encourage 
new  risings  and  raids  of  rebels  in  the  State. 

Excuse  the  liberty  I have  taken  in  throwing  out  these  suggestions,  in 
the  hope  that  you  may  have  the  power,  as  you  assuredly  have  the  will, 
to  apply  a remedy,  in  the  event  of  my  apprehensions  proving  to  be  well 
founded.  I desire  to  call  your  attention  to  one  other  matter,  perhaps 
of  local  rather  than  general  interest,  but  still  of  general  interest  to  the 
service:  There  are  certain  families  living  in  this  place  and  county 
T^hose  husbands  and  relations  are  in  the  rebel  army.  I allude  to  the 
wife  and  family  of  John  Q.  Burbridge,  a brigadier-general  in  the  rebel 
army  5 to  the  wife  and  family  of  J.  P.  [P.  S.]  Senteny,  a major  in  the  rebel 
army  5 to  the  family  of  George  O.  Matthews,  a captain  in  the  rebel  army, 
and  various  privates  in  that  army.  Ever  since  the  rebellion  commenced 
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the  wives  of  the  above-named  officers  and  their  friends  have  kept  up  a 
constant  communication  with  their  friends  in  the  rebel  army,  sending 
clothing  and  other  articles  for  their  use.  They  keep  up  constant  mail 
communication  with  them,  and  by  these  means  they  greatly  aid  and 
comfort  the  rebels.  Mrs.  Burbridge  has  twice  been  passed  through  our 
lines  to  the  rebel  army,  and  it  is  understood  here  that  she  is  shortly  ex- 
pected back  again.  Mrs.  Senteny,  wife  of  Major  Senteny,  was  passed 
through  our  lines  at  Corinth  to  her  husband,  and  is  expected  back  here 
soon.  In  all  these  trips  they  carry  rebel  mails,  clothing,  &c.  While 
humanity  is  certainly  commendable  in  some  cases,  it  is  a question  how 
far  these  courtesies  ought  to  be  extended  to  the  most  inveterate  rebels, 
male  and  female,  in  the  rebel  army,  who  have  been  protected  here  in 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges  due  to  loyal  citizens, 
and  they  have  repaid  it  by  constant  abuse  of  Union  citizens.  I speak 
what  I know  to  be  the  desire  of  every  loyal  lady  and  gentleman  of  this 
town,  that  the  friends  of  these  rebel  officers  should  be  treated  as  the 
friends  of  any  other  rebels,  and  from  whom  we  have  to  expect,  in  the 
event  of  their  ever  getting  into  power  here,  nothing  but  the  most  de- 
grading and  brutal  treatment,  though  I must  say  as  yet  we  have  not 
much  apprehension  of  danger  from  that  source. 

Again,  sir,  excuse  the  liberty  I have  taken,  and  the  length  of  this 
letter,  and  ascribe  it  to  an  ardent  desire  to  contribute  my  mite  to  the 
cause  of  our  country. 

I am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  DEAPEK. 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  was  written  I have  learned  from  an  undoubted 
source  that  Clinton  Burbridge,  a brother  of  the  general,  and  a most 
notorious  guerrilla  and  outlaw,  has  been  seen  in  Saint  Louis  within  the 
last  few  days,  and  is  no  doubt  there  now,  unless  he  is  here  secreted 
somewhere. 

Burbridge  is  a brother  of  Mrs.  Samuel  Gaty,  where  he  would  find 
shelter  and  protection,  though  it  is  likely  he  would  not  lodge  there,  as 
Gaty  would  not  wish  to  be  compromised  by  his  detection  in  his  house. 
The  house  of  John  S.  McCune,  esq.,  has  heretofore  been  a grand  place 
of  rendezvous  for  female  traitors,  who  met  there  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing and  dispatching  clothing,  &c.,  to  the  rebels.  I cannot  say  that  Mr. 
McCuiie  is  cognizant  of,  or  a party  to,  these  proceedings,  but  there  is 
no  question  of  the  facts.  Mrs.  McCune  is  a most  uncompromising  and 
persevering  rebel,  and  rules  all  matters  connected  with  her  household. 
She  has  a sou,  a Confederate  officer,  now  or  recently  a prisoner  at  Alton. 
The  active  operations  of  Mrs.  McCune  and  friends  to  which  I refer  were 
some  time  since,  but  doubtless  still  carried  on  to  some  extent.  In  this 
connection  I would  prefer  my  name  not  mentioned,  as  Mrs.  McCune  is 
an  old  friend,  but  I can  give  names  of  persons  who  i3ersonally  know  of 
the  disloyal  gatherings  and  preparations  there  in  former  months. 

[ludorsements.l 

Saint  Louis,  April  7, 1863. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  Col.  E.  A.  Dick,  who  will  look  after  the  Bur- 
bridge matter,  and  then  refer  this  to  His  Excellency  Governor  Gamble, 
for  his  notice,  with  a request  that  he  will  return  it  to  these  headquarters. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General, 
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Office  Pkov.  Mae.  Gen.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  April  23,  1863. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  and  submitted  to  His  Excellency  Governor 
Gamble,  whose  attention  is  called  to  the  indorsement  of  General  Curtis. 

F.  A.  DICK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Provost-Marslial- General, 
Saint  Louis,  April  24, 1863. 

I do  not  know  what  part  of  this  communication  produced  its  refer- 
ence to  me.  If  that  relating  to  female  rebels,  I would  send  them  down 
the  river  to  Dixie.  If  that  concerning  the  paying  the  commutation  tax 
by  the  Enrolled  Militia,  I can  only  say  that,  by  special  message,  I warned 
the  Legislature  of  the  effect  of  the  act,  and  urged  upon  them  that  if  they 
would  exempt  men  for  money  they  ought  to  make  the  sum  so  large  as  to 
pay  another  for  doing  the  service.  I am  trying  by  orders  to  remove  or 
diminish  the  evil. 

H.  E.  GAMBLE. 
Saint  Louis,  May  6,  1863. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  to  headquarters,  for  the  information  of  the 
General-in-Chief.  The  reference  to  Governor  Gamble  was  not  to  com- 
plain of  him,  but  to  present  the  facts  that  relate  to  the  Enrolled  Missouri 
Militia,  and  the  effect  of  the  new  law  which  has  entirely  unsettled  the  mi- 
litia organization  just  at  a season  of  the  year  when  they  are  most  needed. 

SAML.  L.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General, 

[In closure  Xo.  2.] 

Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo,,  April  27,  1863. 

[General  Curtis:] 

My  Dear  General  : Now  that  our  troops  have  been  successful,  and 
Marmaduke’s  attempts  repelled,  there  will,  no  doubt,  be  a great  deal  of 
talk  about  the  whole  matter. 

I desire,  as  you  have  been  blamed  for  withholding  troops  from  the 
armies,  to  explain  the  state  of  affairs.  When  I took  command  of  the  dis- 
trict (embracing,  as  it  does,  the  camp  of  instruction),  New  Madrid  had 
one  regiment  at  it ; Cape  Girardeau  had  four  companies  of  the  Thirty - 
second  Iowa  and  one  company  of  the  Second  Missouri  Artillery  at  it ; 
General  McNeil  was  in  the  field  with  only  his  own  regiment ; Pilot 
Knob  had  two  companies  of  the  First  Missouri  State  Militia,  Smart’s 
regiment  of  cavalry,  and  one  battalion  Thirteenth  Illinois.  There  were 
no  antennae  out  5 no  troops  at  Patterson,  nor  at  Barnesville,  nor  Centre- 
ville.  Within  as  little  time  as  possible,  the  First  Nebraska  Infantry  was 
sent  to  Cape  Girardeau ; McNeil  was  re-enforced  by  the  First  Wisconsin 
Cavalry  and  Welfiey’s  battery;  Smart’s  regiment  was  put  on  outpost 
duty  at  Patterson,  and  the  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry  at  Barnesville. 
The  Twenty-Fourth  Missouri  Volunteers,  by  your  order,  re-enforced  the 
Knob,  and  our  affairs  were  in  a position  to  meet  attack.  If  these  pre- 
cautions had  not  been  taken,  and  the  Twenty -fourth  Missouri  and  First 
Wisconsin  retained  by  your  order  and  permission,  and  but  for  the  timely 
march  of  General  Vandever,  I leave  it  to  any  soldier  to  say  where  the 
enemy  might  have  been,  if  bold  and  persistent  enough  in  his  advance. 

I am,  general,  most  respectfully, 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier- General, 

18  R R — YOL  XXII,  PT  II 


274 


MO.,  AEK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  fCnAr.  XXXIY. 


Headquarteks, 

Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  May  7,  1863. 

Major-General  Blunt, 

Commanding  District  of  Kansas  : 

Sir  : I regret  to  have  to  inform  you  that  the  bushwhackers  are  getting 
more  troublesome  and  venturous  every  day.  I have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  they  had  concentrated  to  attack  the  returning  train  from  Fort 
Gibson,  but  I was  informed  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  intended  attack, 
and  by  marching  infantry  and  artillery  65  miles  in  a little  over  a day, 
got  to  the  place  (Baxter  Springs)  simultaneously  with  the  train.  Since 
then  they  have  been  prowling  in  small  parties  in  every  direction,  thiev- 
ing, robbing,  and  murdering. 

Yesterday  word  was  brought  me  of  four  incursions  on  Drywood,  12 
miles  south  of  here.  I started  off  immediately  with  what  cavalry  I could 
muster  and  50  infantry  in  wagons,  and  in  an  hour  was  at  Dry  wood,  but 
scoured  the  country  in  vain.  They  had  robbed  Mrs.  Jewell  and  three 
or  four  other  persons  of  money  and  valuables,  taking  two  horses  only. 
I rode  all  day  and  night,  and  on  my  return  this  morning  to  Fort  Scott 
was  met  by  the  news  that  another  small  party  of  bushwhackers  had  last 
night  gone  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Baker,  on  the  Marmaton,  5 miles  from  here, 
and  robbed  his  house  and  killed  him.  He  was  one  of  the  most  upright 
and  respected  citizens,  a man  highly  esteemed  by  every  body.  Our  whole 
community  is  in  a state  of- feverish  excitement  on  the  subject.  I have 
a faint  trace  of  the  murderer,  and  shall  pursue  it  to  the  last.  But  my 
cavalry,  not  over  100  of  which  is  mounted,  is  pretty  well  ridden  down, 
and  must  start  back  to  Gibson  as  soon  as  the  train  is  ready,  and  I am 
therefore  much  crippled.  I fear  for  the  trains.  A hundred  men  are  but 
a poor  escort  for  150  wagons,  and  yet  it  is  about  all  I can  mount,  leaving 
myself  without  pickets  and  onl3^  what  scouts  can  be  furnished  from  my 
outpost  at  Morris’  Mill. 

In  order  to  effectually  check  this  bushwhacking  within  the  precincts 
of  the  post,  there  should  be  two  more  companies  of  cavalry  for  escort 
duty  alone,  and  they,  with  what  there  is  here,  would  be  enough.  Then 
there  should  be  two  more  for  outpost  and  scouting  dutyj  one  stationed 
partly  at  Bedfield  and  partly  north  of  there,  toward  the  Marmaton, 
and  one  on  Cox  Creek,  up  toward  the  head  of  Cow  Creek.  These,  with 
the  present  one  at  Morris’  Mill,  having  nothing  to  do  but  scour  the 
country,  could  keep  it  entirely  clear  of  these  vermin,  ffhis  is  the  only 
way  life  and  property  can  be  made  safe  here.  I fear  there  will  be  no 
crops  raised  unless  something  of  the  sort  is  done,  and  yet  I hesitate 
very  much  to  ask  it,  for  by  the  return  of  all  these  troops  recently  here 
to  Springfield  I perceive  that  you  have  scarcely  anything  left  with 
which  to  defend  your  district,  although  it  has  been  largely  increased. 
If  it  is  possible  to  increase  our  cavalry  here  without  detriment  to  the 
service  elsewhere,  I beg  you  to  do  it. 

I rejoice  very  much  that  you  have  established  a station  at  Baxter 
Springs.  On  my  return  from  there  last  week  I had  just  sat  down  to 
write  a letter,  suggesting  the  matter  for  your  consideration,  when  I re- 
ceived your  order.  It  will  materially  lessen  the  danger  to  our  trains. 

Is  it  possible  for  any  of  Captain  Insley’s  recent  purchases  of  horses 
to  be  issued  to  these  cavalry  companies  on  duty  at  this  post?  The  force 
might  be  largety  increased  by  getting  horses  for  the  dismounted. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

CHAS.  W.  BLAIE, 

Major,  Commanding  Post. 
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Eolla,  Mo.,  May  7,  1863. 


Major-Geueral  Curtis  : 

Dear  Sir  : General  Davidson  not  appearing  within  Arkansas,  as 
anticipated  at  the  time  1 last  saw  you,  I did  not  join  him  in  his  opera- 
tions in  this  State,  as  I understood  you  to  wish  me  to  serve  within  my 
own  State ; and,  having  arrived  at  this  post  in  the  last  hour,  I improve 
this  the  first  opportunity  of  reporting  to  you.  The  conscription  having 
been  completed  throughout  the  State,  and  the  entire  force  gathered  at 
a few  points,  I have  very  recently  visited  every  point  where  they  were 
assembled,  and  find  them  about  as  follows  : On  the  26th  ultimo  I was 
at  the  headquarters  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  at  Little  Eock.  The 
forces  there  are  mostly  infantry  of  three  brigades,  comprising  about 
11,000  men,  constituting  Pricers  division.  General  Price  is  there,  and 
is  to  head  these  forces  in  the  field  in  person.  At  Pine  Bluff  there  is  a 
force  of  about  1,800  men.  These  have  been  employed  in  strengthening 
a position  about  1 mile  above  the  town,  and  another  position  8 miles 
above,  both  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river.  They  have  but  four  guns  at 
the  first  named  and  six  at  the  other  position.  I could  not  ascertain  the 
size  of  the  guns,  but  was  told  that  all  the  large  guns  were  lost  at  the 
Post  of  Arkansas,  and  inferred  therefrom  that  these  are  only  piounted 
with  inferior  pieces.  I^o  defenses  have  been  made  at  the  town  of  Pine 
Bluff,  or  at  any  other  point  on  that  river.  I had,  about  the  5th  ultimo, 
ascended  the  river  as  far  as  to  Eoseville  (about  100  miles  above  Little 
Eock),  where  a force  of  400  mounted  men  were  posted.  These,  with  a 
few  hundred  gathered  in  the  counties  immediately  north  of  Clarksville, 
have  since  moved  northward,  and  are  probably  the  force  recently  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fayetteville.  Their  entire  number  I have  good  reason  to 
compute  at  not  exceeding  1,000.  A portion  of  these  are  commanded 
by  Colonel  Schnable,  of  Missouri.  At  the  time  of  the  departure  of  Mar- 
maduke  from  White  Eiver,  I visited  nearly  all  of  his  command,  and 
found  it  to  consist  of  the  forces  which  had  been  with  him  on  his  former 
raid  into  Missouri,  augmented  by  three  regiments  of  cavalry  from  Texas, 
and  one  regiment,  under  Colonel  Porter,  raised  on  Little  Eed  and  White 
Eivers,  and  two  companies  of  artillery  with  nine  guns,  the  whole  com- 
prising a force  of  about  7,500  men.  All,  except  the  two  companies  men- 
tioned, are  mounted  and  tolerably  well  armed.  Another  company,  with 
four  guns,  was  forwarded  from  the  Eock,' but  are  now  detained  south  of 
Pocahontas  by  the  floods  of  Strawberry  and  Spring  Eivers.  The  whole 
length  of  White  Eiver  to  its  mouth,  as  far  as  I can  learn,  is  clear  of 
defensive  works,  nor  can  I hear  of  any  forces  thereon.  The  foregoing 
comprises  the  entire  strength  north  of  the  Big  Eed  Eiver  and  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  excepting  a band,  now  under  Coleman,  collected  at  the 
mill  at  the  head  of  Spring  Eiver,  at  the  State  line,  and  one  other  regi- 
ment, of  700  men  (mounted),  now  posted  at  Wittsburg,  or  in  its  vicinity, 
on  Crowley^s  Eidge,  at  least  as  far  as  I can  ascertain.  Of  artillery  I 
can  discover  none,  except  that  referred  to  above,  and  about  fifteen 
pieces  at  Little  Eock.  The  small-arms  are  of  good  quality,  but  in  every 
other  feature  of  equipment  the  entire  force  is  in  sad  condition.  About 
one-half  only  are  iirovided  with  tents,  and  everywhere  men  are  seen 
without  shoes  or  hats,  and  clothed  in  rags. 

It  is  understood  that  General  Price  is  to  invade  Missouri  as  soon  as 
subsistence  can  be  obtained  on  which  to  move  his  troops.  Perhaps  1 
need  not  inform  you  that  this  is  only  announced  to  keep  up  the  enthu- 
siasm of  the  peoifie,  and  to  create  discontent  and  an  outbreak  in  Mis- 
souri. The  arrival  of  General  Price  has  indeed  induced  to  the  field  the 
entire  strength  of  Arkansas,  Every  man  under  forty  years  of  age  (not 
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disabled)  is  out,  except  those  who  have  fled,  and  a very  few  who  are 
still  in  the  mountains ; still,  it  does  not  but  little  exceed  20,000  men, 
chiefly  divided  between  Price  and  Marmaduke.  Perhaps  it  will  ap- 
pear almost  incredible  to  you  if  I refer  to  the  subsistence  to  which  the 
rebels  are  reduced  in  Arkansas.  The  only  meat  obtainable,  as  far  as 
I have  seen,  is  stock  hogs  and  cattle  dying  with  starvation,  both  eaten 
fresh,  and  half  the  time  without  salt.  When  I was  on  the  Arkansas 
Kiver  and  at  the  Rock,  flour  sold  at  $200  per  barrel  and  bacon  at  $1  per 
pound.  If  a lO  pound  fish  was  caught,  it  sold  readily  for  $5  to  the 
hungry  soldiers;  corn  from  $2  to  $5  per  bushel,  and  it  may  almost 
be  said  that  it  is  now  all  consumed.  This  state  of  things  can  only  be 
mitigated  by  obtaining  beef  cattle  from  Texas,  for  meat,  and  the  ap- 
proaching wheat  harvest  for  bread.  I know,  sir,  with  what  zeal  the  mis- 
guided people  everywhere  keep  a watch  of  and  report  the  movements 
of  the  Government  troops  to  the  rebel  leaders,  and  conscious  that  there 
are  but  too  few  left  in  my  wretched  country  who  dare  to  make  an  effort 
to  oppose  this  terrible  rebellion,  are  among  the  motives  which  have  sus- 
tained me  in  this  dangerous  work,  and  to  trouble  you  with  this  lengthy 
communication.  After  a rest  of  a few  hours  at  this  place,  I intend  pro- 
ceeding to  Saint  Louis,  and  will,  with  much  pleasure,  pay  my  respects. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  CAMPBELL. 


Headquarters  Indian  Command, 

Fort  Gibson^  (7.  V.,  May  9,  18G3 — Evening. 

Major-General  Blunt  : 

Sir  : I send  dispatch  bearer  with  reports,  mail,  &c.  I am  in  intense 
anxiety  about  the  trains,  now  twenty  days  out.  A large  scout  I sent 
out  to  Neosho  Crossing  is  just  in,  having  heard  nothing  of  the  train 
or  of  the  refugee  train. 

There  is  the  greatest  amount  of  actual  distress  among  those  who  ex- 
pected to  depend  on  the  Indian  agents.  Some  one  has  been  very  rep- 
rehensible. I have  been  making  terrible  eflbrts,  but  although  I took 
what  little  the  rebels  had  at  Webber’s  Falls,  and  also  some  subsistence 
in  the  last  dash  into  Arkansas,  still,  the  country  is  too  exhausted  to  fur- 
nish anything  of  substantial  ’support.  My  own  command  are  on  half 
rations,  and  have  been.  The  recruiting  service  for  the  Fourth  and  Fifth 
is  crippled  and  injured  to  some  extent  for  want  of  bread.  In  fact,  my 
command,  instead  of  being  better  off',  is  worse  off  than  the  rebels.  Some 
officers  at  Fort  Scott  must  be  worse  than  careless.  I appeal  to  you, 
and  to  the  Government  through  you,  against  a system  which  seems 
bent  on  crippling  and  injuring  the  Indian  command.  So  far,  in  spite  of 
their  privation,  the  men  (because  they  are  holding  their  country)  are 
in  good  spirits  and  have  done  nobly.  I still  keep  the  whole  country 
swept  by  my  scouts,  and  have  in  the  last  six  days  thrown  uj)  a fortifi- 
cation of  which  the  Indian  command  may  well  be  proud.  I shall  send 
you  surveys  and  plans  of  it  when  completed.  The  line  is  now  made  and 
it  is  quite  defensible,  although  the  works  are  not  finished.  It  has  cost 
the  Government  literally  nothing,  and  renders  this  post  impregnable. 
I propose,  as  soon  as  completed,  changing  the  name  of  this  post  to  Fort 
Blunt.  If  it  is  a compliment  worthy  of  the  hero  of  the  Southwest,  I feel 
sure  that  the  army  and  the  i)eople  will  unite  with  me  in  paying  it.  I 
hope  this  party  and  the  scout  I sent  up  to  Neosho  River  will  meet  the 
supply  train  this  side  of  the  Neosho ; it  is  easy  fording  now.  I shall  not 
delay  the  train  except  a few  hours  unloading,  and  shall  send  pine  lum- 
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ber  up  with  it  to  make  a ferry-boat  at  Neosho;  I have  made  four  ferry- 
boats here.  During  my  last  demonstration  southeast,  the  enemy  burned 
all  the  boats  this  side  of  Van  Buren. 

. Captain  [Henry  S.]  Anderson  arrived,  and  at  your  request  I assigned 
him  to  the  recruiting  service.  I have  got  some  Arkansas  recruits  for 
him  here,  quite  a squad,  and  the  captain  is  now  at  the  head  of  an  In- 
dian scout,  and,  with  some  Arkansas  men  in  Washington  and  Crawford 
Counties,  watching  my  flank  and  recruiting. 

Colonel  [E.  P.]  CrumiJ  and  some  Texas  troops  arrived  at  Port  Smith 
last  Friday.  Kirby  Smith  commands  in  Arkansas,  and  the  rebels  are 
very  active.  My  scouts  have  had  several  little  brushes  since  the  flght  at 
WebbePs  Falls,  and  have  been  uniformly  successful.  I urge  with  the 
deepest  earnestness  upon  you  that  you  secure  a proper  amount  of  food 
for  my  command.  The  Government  has  really  furnished  much  less  than 
half  rations  to  my  command  since  last  January.  If  I could  make  it 
here  I would  say  nothing,  but  I urge  on  you,  and  I know  you  must  feel, 
that  a command  that  has  behaved  so  well  deserves  better  than  to  be 
half  starved. 

I remain,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding, 


Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  May  11,  1863. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sir  : I have  again  concluded  to  relieve  General  Curtis.  I see 
no  other  way  to  avoid  the  worst  consequences  there.  I think  of  General 
Schofield  as  his  successor,  but  I do  not  wish  to  take  the  matter  of  a suc- 
cessor out  of  the  hands  of  yourself  and  General  Halleck. 

Yours,  truly, 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Adjt.  Gen.^s  Office, 

No.  213.  f Washington,  May  12,  186^ 

******* 

IV.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Sully,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  in  person  to 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  commanding  Department  of 
the  Northwest,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

**•)«=**** 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  May  13,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Murfreeshorough,  Tenn. : 

You  have  been  appointed  by  the  President  to  the  command  of  the 
Department  of  the  Missouri.  You  will  accordingly  immediately  repair 
to  Saint  Louis  and  relieve  Major-General  Curtis  from  that  command. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

' General  in-  Gli  ief. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis j Afo.,  May  13,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chiefs  Washingtons  B.  C.: 

General:  At  sucli  a crisis  east,  west,  and  everywhere,  I will  not 
trouble  you  with  details  in  this  department.  Keliable  information  just 
received  satisfies  me  that  the  enemy  west  of  the  Mississippi  is  located 
as  follows : Near  Little  Eock,  mostly  infantry,  under  General  Price, 
11,0005  near  Batesville,  and  on  this  side,  extending  into  some  of  the 
lower  counties  in  Missouri,  under  Marmaduke  and  others,  about  8,000 ; 
in  the  region  of  Fort  Smith,  including  rebel  Indians  under  General 
Cabell  and  others,  about  4,000.  General  Price  has  sent  recruiting 
officers  into  this  State,  who  are  everywhere  busy  trying  to  raise  the 
rebels  of  the  neighborhood,  but  my  troops  are  vigilant  and  earnest  in 
all  parts  of  the  department,  and  they  make  but  little  headway  so  far. 
But  the  rivers  of  Arkansas  are  again  high,  and  we  now  have  a great 
many  small  gunboats  that  could  run  up  White  and  Arkansas  Eivers. 
It  is  the  time  to  clean  out  Arkansas  the  instant  such  boats  can  be  had. 
Price  is  sending  out  his  recruiting  officers  with  circulars  enticing  the 
Arkansas  conscripts  to  return  to  the  lines.  A move  up  White  Eiver 
now  would  separate  Marmaduke  and  Price,  and  totally  dishearten  all  the 
rebels  in  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  everywhere  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
I think  a junction  could  be  formed  between  forces  now  at  Helena  and 
General  Herron’s  force  (the  Army  of  the  Frontier),  now  massing  west 
of  Pilot  Knob,  and  thereby  complete  the  discomfiture  of  every  rebel 
hope  in  this  region.  The  temporary  withdrawal  of  Eastern  Arkansas 
from  this  department  has  prevented  a united  effort  in  regard  to  Marma- 
duke, which  may  yet  be  accomplished,  I think,  without  inconvenience 
to  General  Grant’s  movements.  Captain  Eads’  new  monitors  are  just 
coming  out,  and  a few  days  on  White  Eiver  would  be  a good  work  for 
them.  Marmaduke’s  equipment  is  mainly  at  Oil  Trough  Bottom,  on  the 
other  side  of  White  Eiver,  while  his  troops  are  along  Black  Eiver, 
unable  to  get  over  the  river.  I could  renew  and  extend  my  attack  on 
Marmaduke,  but  without  supplies  by  river  I could  not  go  fast  enough 
to  prevent  his  escape. 

I submit  the  matter  for  your  consideration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAME.  E.  OHETIS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis s Afo.,  May  13,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Ben.  Loan,  Jefferson  Citys  Mo.: 

General:  Yours  of  the  9th  is  received.  Banishment  to  the  free 
States  is  doing  us  more  harm  than  anything  else.  They  join  the  Cop- 
perheads, and  do  all  the  mischief  possible.  I am  sending  them  south, 
but  this,  too,  is  difficult ; the  rebels  despise,  and  I think  they  will  refuse 
them;  nevertheless  a first  installment  starts  to-day.  My  Orders,  No. 
30,  is  designed  to  keep  wdthin  strict  law.  One  county  will  get  cases 
enough.  I hope  you  will  keep  them  at  work.  The  object  is  to  create 
a wholesome  fear.  That  is  already  established  here  in  the  city.  You 
can  arrest  and  hold  for  trial.  There  is  now  no  doubt  as  to  the  propriety 
of  punishing  with  death  those  who  come  into  our  lines  to  recruit  rebels. 
A case  has  been  taken  up  to  the  President  and  approved  by  him.  A 
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few  executions  will  check  that  business  in  this  State.  Price  has  sent 
recruiting  officers  through  the  country,  and  we  must  look  out  for  them. 
Major  [Robert]  Smith,  paymaster,  reported  everything  remarkably  quiet 
in  your  district,  and  seemed  to  think  we  might  bring  away  some  of  the 
force  now  there.  Consider  the  matter  of  sending  some  of  your  force  to 
Eolla  or  Springfield,  if  forage  could  be  had  there.  I must  have  our 
forces  forward,  and  so  convenient  as  to  meet  intended  raids  from  Ar- 
kansas. Try  to  make  your  troops  move  about  in  various  directions,  and 
report  to  me  how  and  where  they  move.  We  must  not  allow  the  vipers 
to  make  their  nests,  or,  if  they  do,  we  must  crush  the  eggs  before  they 
hatch.  I think,  on  the  whole,  our  news  from  the  east  and  south  is 
encouraging. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

[SAML.  R.  OUETIS,] 

Major-General, 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Salem  ^ Mo.,  May  13,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Orme, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier,  Bolla,  Mo.  : 

Sir  : I reached  here  this  afternoon  with  the  Tenth  and  Eleventh 
Kansas,  and  10  men  of  the  Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry  as  escort. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  with  two  companies  of  the  Sixth  Kan- 
sas, and  men  of  the  Second  Brigade  not  returned  to  Fort  Scott  when  the 
brigade  left  there,  will  be  here  on  the  16th  instant. 

I will,  to-morrow,  communicate  to  the  commanding  officers  of  that 
portion  of  the  First  Division  which  I found  here  my  order  assuming  com- 
mand, a copy  of  which  I inclose.  I would  have  delayed  issuing  that 
order  until  my  arrival  here  had  it  not  been  necessary  to  assume  the 
command  before  leaving  Kansas,  so  as  to  issue  to  the  Sixth  Regiment, 
which  had  not  been  in  my  brigade,  the  orders  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
telegram  of  General  Herron  of  the  25th  April,  sent  to  me  at  Leaven- 
worth, as  to  marching  the  troops  back  from  Kansas. 

I am,  general,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWING,  jR., 

Brigadier- General,  Comdg.  First  Div.  Army  of  the  Frontier. 

[Indosure.] 

General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  1st  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

No.  1.  1 Gamp  Jewell,  Vernon  Co.,  Mo.,  April  26, 1863. 

Pursuant  to  orders  from  Major-General  Herron,  the  undersigned  as- 
sumes command  of  the  First  Division  of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenicorth,  Fans.,  May  14,  1863. 

Col.  N.  P.  Chipman, 

Chief  of  Staff , Department  of  the  Missouri: 

Colonel:  I am  just  in  receipt  of  your  telegram  of  yesterday,  inform- 
ing me  that  the  general  commanding  has  approved  of  the  proposition  to 
exchange  the  Wisconsin  troops  for  the  Sixth  Kansas.  It  will  be  im- 
possible for  mo  to  send  the  Wisconsin  troops  to  General  Herron  until  I 
have  the  Sixth  Kansas  or  other  troops  to  relieve  them.  I am  greatly 
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embarrassed  for  want  of  troops.  I have  not  only  insufficient  to  support 
Colonel  Phillips  in  his  efforts  to  bold  the  Indian  country  and  Western 
Arkansas,  but  have  not  half  the  number  of  troops  required  to  defend 
the  border  from  guerrilla  raids  and  to  do  escort  duty.  After  furnishing 
escort  for  a supply  train  and  paymaster,  just  left  for  Colonel  Phillips^ 
command,  I have  not  a mounted  man  at  Fort  Scott  or  within  25  miles 
of  that  post.  The  post  is  garrisoned  by  only  about  200  infantry  at  Fort 
Leavenworth  and  one-half  of  a squadron  of  cavalry.  All  the  other 
troops,  about  500  mounted  men,  are  in  Jackson,  Cass,  or  Bates  County, 
Missouri,  where  rebel  guerrillas  are  every  day  becoming  more  numerous. 
They  have  all  crossed  the  river  from  the  north  side,  and  are  concentrat- 
ing in  the  frontier  counties  between  Kansas  City  and  Fort  Scott.  Many 
are  returning  from  the  south,  and  their  numbers  are  swelling  daily. 
The3"  are  also  making  raids  into  the  southwestern  portion  of  Kansas, 
and  a general  state  of  alarm  exists  among  the  settlers,  and  as  a last  re- 
sort, for  the  protection  of  the  loyal  people  of  this  State,  which  has  fur- 
nished 30  per  cent,  more  men  than  any  other  State  to  enter  the  service, 
I have  been  compelled  to  authorize  the  sheriffs  of  the  border  counties 
to  raise  a posse  from  among  the  few  that  remain  at  home  for  the  pro- 
tection of  their  laws  and  property.  I shall  furnish  them  such  arms  as 
I have,  and  direct  them  to  co-operate  with  the  regular  forces.  This  is 
the  only  way  that  loyal  people  can  be  protected  until  I can  have  troops 
furnished  me. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Major-General. 


Office  Kansas  City  and  Santa  Fe  Mail  Company, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  May  14,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt: 

Sir  : The  late  raid  upon  the  Santa  Fe  road,  of  which  you  are  doubtless 
advised,  and  by  which  this  comiiany  have  lost  some  valuable  stock  and 
travelers’  money  and  other  valuables,  furnished  evidence  that  without 
suitable  protection  from  the  military  authorities,  by  way  of  sufficient 
guards  at  different  points  between  this  city  and  Council  Grove,  Kans., 
the  United  States  mails,  which  we  have  contracted  to  carry  according 
to  schedule  received  from  Post-Office  Dei)artment  at  Washington,  are 
liable  to  be  much  delayed,  if  not  entirely  lost,  as  well  as  life  and  prop- 
erty of  citizens  and  travelers  upon  the  route  endangered,  and  the  mail 
contractors  made  liable  to  loss  of  such  stock  as  may  be  placed  upon  the 
road  for  the  transportation  of  said  mails.  We  were  assured  at  the  De- 
partment that  the  military  commander  of  this  district  would  furnish 
requisite  protection  when  needed.  We  have,  therefore,  taken  the  lib- 
erty of  addressing  you,  to  request  that,  if  this  portion  of  the  mail  route 
be  within  your  jurisdiction,  it  may  be  rendered  safe  from  the  incursions 
of  these  bands  of  armed  men  known  to  exist  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
I)lunder,  which  incursions  are  both  easy  and  profitable  to  them  from  the 
necessarily  exposed  condition  of  the  stock  of  this  company  at  different 
stations.  To  this  end  we  petition  you  as  military  commander  of  this 
district  to  dispose  such  a force  as  is  in  your  judgment  necessary  at 
points  upon  the  line. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

M.  COTTRELL  & CO., 

Proprietors  Kansas  City  and  Santa  F6  Mail  and  Stage  Company, 

Per  D.  W.  WELLS. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Adjt.  Gen.^s  Office, 

No.  216.  I Washington,  May  14,  1863. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  C.  T.  Campbell,  U.  S.  Yolimteers,  will  report  to  Maj. 
Gen.  John  Pope,  II.  S.  Volunteers,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Northwest,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Ualleck : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  May  15,  1863. 

Hon.  n.  T.  Blow,  C.  D.  Drake,  and  others.  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Your  dispatch  of  to-day  is  just  received.  It  is  very  painful  to  me 
that  you  in  Missouri  cannot  or  will  not  settle  your  factional  quarrel 
among  yourselves.  I have  been  tormented  with  it  beyond  endurance 
for  months  by  both  sides.  Neither  side  pays  the  least  respect  to  my 
appeals  to  your  reason.  I am  now  compelled  to  take  hold  of  the  case. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Post,  Waynesville,  Mo.,  May  15, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies, 

Commanding  District  of  Bolla,  Mo. : 

General  : I have  just  received  the  important  information,  from  B. 
Colwin,  one  of  General  Herron’s  scouts,  that  they  discovered  a large 
camp  of  upward  of  100  bushwhackers,  with  a great  many  stolen  horses, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Mountain  Store,  near  Hutton  Valley,  about  80  miles 
from  this  place.  I intended  to  telegraph  immediately  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Lebanon,  and  request  him  to  send  about  30  men,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  [David]  Hunter,  who  knows  that  country  well,  to 
join  my  men  ; but  B.  Colwin  believes  that  it  would  be  better  to  postpone 
an  expedition  some  eight  days,  in  order  to  lay  some  traps  for  them.  He 
will  start  again  on  Monday  to  get  all  information  he  possibly  can,  and 
will  notify  us  where  our  forces,  who  will  be  sent  after  the  bushwhackers, 
can  meet  him.  But  I beg  leave  to  state  to  you  that  we  have  not  men 
enough  at  this  place  to  send  out  strong  scouting  parties,  escort  the  stage 
and  trains,  and  hold  this  post  j therefore  I would  suggest  to  you,  if  you 
would  send  some  infantry  to  hold  this  post  for  a short  time,  our  cavalry 
Avould  be  more  effective.  Infantry  would  answer  all  the  purpose, 
especially  as  forage  is  scarce  in  this  country  j and  if  you  could  not  send 
us  any  from  Eolla,  would  you  permit  me  to  call  in  some  of  the  Enrolled 
Missouri  Militia  in  this  vicinity,  to  serve  at  this  post  on  guard  duty, 
when  our  men  have  left  ? 

To  deceive  the  people  around  here,  in  order  to  prevent  the  bush- 
whackers getting  any  information,  I have  circulated  the  false  report  that 
we  would  be  removed  from  here  in  some  eight  or  ten  days,  and  some  in- 
fantry be  i)ut  in  our  place. 

I am  earnestly  determined  to  breakup  these  camps  of  bushwhackers 
and  marauders,  who  have  recently  committed  so  much  depredation, 
and  I hope  you  will  excuse  me  if  I put  you  to  any  trouble,  and  would 
respectfully  request  you  to  give  me  your  assistance  and  instructions. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

• WALDEMAR  FISCHER, 

Major  Fifth  Missoiu'i  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post. 
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Hdqrs.  Indian  Territora^  and  Western  Arkansas, 

Fort  Blunt.,  C.  A.,  Maij  15,  18G3. 

Major-General  Blunt  : 

Sir  : I am  happy  in  being  able  to  inform  you  that  everything  in  a 
military  point  of  view  is  in  good  condition.  The  line  of  fortifications 
are  completed,  although,  of  course,  the  works  are  not  finished.  It  can- 
not be  taken  even  by  a large  force.  My  command  has  worked  hard.  I 
have  now  a large  mounted  force  on  Grand  Eiver,  guarding  my  line  of 
transportation.  It  is  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Schaurte. 

Colonel  Dole  is  now  at  Maysville,  with  a large  scout  and  howitzer, 
to  aid  Schaurte  in  breaking  the  line  the  rebels  tried  to  open  through 
that  way  to  Maysville.  I sent  Colonel  Dole,  with  500  men  and  howit- 
zers, into  Arkansas,  toward  Dutchtown,  Cane  Hill,  and  Prairie  Grove. 
I sent  13  wagons,  which  were  filled  with  wheat  and  corn,  just  ground 
at  Hildebrand^s  Mill,  and  on  the  way  here. 

Captain  [Henry  S.]  Anderson  was  assigned,  at  your  request,  to  recruit, 
a battalion  in  Arkansas.  Some  of  the  militia  I employed  last  winter 
have  joined  him,  and  he  has  one  company  already  well  under  way.  I 
have  no  doubt  but  he  will  raise  at  least  a battalion. 

With  some  Cherokee  soldiers  and  Arkansas  recruits,  Captain  Ander- 
son fought  a portion  of  Carroll’s  command  near  Cincinnati,  on  the  10th 
instant,  routing  a force  much  larger  than  his  own;  killed  the  rebel  Cap- 
tain Brown  and  10  of  his  men  in  the  engagement. 

Lieutenant  [Maxwell]  Phillips,  who  recently  came  down  with  a de- 
tachment of  stragglers  from  the  Creek  regiment  up  at  Port  Scott,  had 
a fight  at  Cabin  Creek  with  Livingston’s  men.  After  an  hour’s  fight, 
he  routed  them,  killing  3 and  wounding  several. 

The  Arkansas  Eiver  is  down  so  as  to  be  nearly  fordable.  The  enemy 
have  been  for  the  past  five  days  in  considerable  force  on  the  river,  and 
fire  heavily  at  my  pickets  all  the  time.  I do  not  permit  my  pickets  to 
waste  their  ammunition  by  returning  the  fire,  except  when  they  come 
to  the  water’s  edge. 

So  close  a surveillance  is  kept  that  I find  it  difficult  to  keep  posted  as 
to  the  enemy’s  movements.  Several  of  my  spies  have  been  taken.  One 
soldier,  Third  Indian  Eegiment,  was  mortally  wounded  two  days  ago, 
by  firing,  over  the  river. 

The  river  has  not  been  fordable ; besides,  I have  all  the  force  I could 
spare  from  the  defense  of  the  front  (nearly  half  of  my  command)  scout- 
ing in  my  rear  to  keep  my  line  open,  and  on  my  flank  in  Arkansas. 
When  my  train  is  in  and  safely  back,  probably  I will  strike  over  the  river 
again  at  the  enemy.  I learn  that  the  enemy  has  a considerable  force  15 
miles  this  side  of  Aorth  Pork,  their  transportation  being  at  Aorth  Pork, 
50  miles  distant.  They  have  conscripted  everything  in  the  country, 
and  hold  them  in  a vise.  I will  have  to  break  them  up  to  fill  up  the  two 
new  regiments. 

Port  Smith  has  been  reinforced  by  two  new  regiments,  under  Crump, 
from  Texas.  Cabell’s  forces  have  been  in  Arkansas ; Carroll’s  and 
Monroe’s  regiments  near  Ehea’s  MiUs,  and  a battalion  at  Payetteville. 
When  my  command  entered  Arkansas  they  fell  back  southeast;  but, 
as  they  are  a light-mounted  force,  will  probably  soon  return. 

My  horse  stock  is  a good  deal  run  down,  as  it  is  grass-fed  and  has 
had  very  hard  work.  I have  been  keeping  out  on  my  rear  and  flanks 
all  I can  mount. 

I directed  Colonel  Williams  to  send  200  men  to  Cabin  Creek,  to  escort 
the  train,  until  he  met  Colonel  Schaurte,  who  is  at  the  forks  of  the  road 
near  Cabin  Creek,  guarding  the  approach  of  the  refugee  and  supply 
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train.  By  some  unaccountable  affair,  tlie  refugee  train,  which  ought  to 
have  been  here  two  weeks  ago,  is  not  here.  I ordered  the  lieutenant  in 
charge  of  the  escort  not  to  permit  the  men  to  scatter.  I furnished 
the  escort  because  I knew  beforehand  that  my  commissary  train  would 
not  bring  bread  enough,  and  the  people  were  starving.  I expected  to 
get  from  it  flour  for  my  soldiers,  as  I loaned  the  agent  the  last  I gave 
him  (a  month  ago). 

With  the  train  and  supplies  in  the  commissary  building  within  the 
walls  of  Fort  Blunt,  1 would  be  in  a good  deal  better  shape.  I intend  to 
unload  the  train  in  as  few  hours  as  possible,  and  send  it  straight  back. 

Can  1 order  the  colored  regiment  to  support  me  here,  if  necessary  ? 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  Indian  Territory  and  Western  Arkansas, 

Fort  Blunt,  C.  JSf.,  May  15,  1863. 

Major-General  Blunt  : 

Sir  : I have  learned  with  deep  anxiety  that  my  supply  train,  which 
I directed  should  be  returned  immediately,  was  sent  off  to  Missouri  after 
corn,  and  a deliberate  intention  expressed  of  not  sending  it  for  twelve 
days  or  two  weeks.  I learn  positively  that  it  had  not  started  some  time 
after  its  arrival  at  Fort  Scott,  and  that  language  in  the  last  degree  dis- 
respectful to  me  was  freely  uttered  in  Fort  Scott,  and  a determination 
expressed  by  certain  officials  to  starve  me  out.  When  the  command  of 
the  brigade  was  given,  on  your  direction,  by  General  Schofield’s  order 
last  winter,  the  supply  train  was  then  (as  a separate  commander  in  the 
field)  placed  under  my  control.  This  was  formally  done  by  Schofield’s 
order,  without  a syllable  having  been  said  on  the  subject  by  me.  When 
General  Curtis  gave  the  command  of  the  Eighth  and  Ninth  Districts 
to  me,  the  same  control  over  my  supply  train  was  nominally  conveyed, 
and  yet  I never  have  had  such  control.  A quartermaster  at  Fort  Scott 
has  even  presumed  to  send  me  orders.  The  most  disrespectful  language 
toward  me  was  continually  used  to  subordinate  officers  of  my  command. 
My  directions  for  the  return  of  the  train  were  in  every  instance  trampled 
upon  and  disobeyed,  and  in  the  dead  of  winter,  before  the  enemy,  the 
line  that  was  to  have  supplied  me  up  to  this  day  has  not  actually  fur- 
nished me  over  one-third  of  what  we  were  legitimately  entitled  to.  So 
long  as  by  terrible  efibrts  I could  subsist  my  command,  even  in  a meager 
way,  I did  not  murmur,  for  I thought,  as  an  officer  of  the  Government, 
it  behooved  me  to  do  and  suffer  all  that  might  be  necessary  in  the  hour 
of  its  trials  and  calamities.  Now,  however,  a point  has  been  reached 
* that  would  subject  me  to  the  just  censure  of  the  Government  and  every 
honorable  man,  if  allowed — what  would  ruin  the  command  intrusted  to 
me.  When  the  train  left.  Quartermaster  [Merritt  H.]  Insley  and  Com- 
missary [Robert  W.]  Hamer  were  notified  that  we  had  only  about  twenty 
days’  short  (or  partial)  rations.  For  the  past  ten  days  we  have  had  very 
little  bread,  although  carrying  on  extensive  fortifications.  My  men  are 
now  on  two  ounces  of  flour  x>er  day.  The  effective  power  of  my  force 
in  the  field  and  on  the  works  is  reduced.  My  power  to  recruit  the  two 
Indian  regiments  is  crippled,  as  also  the  battalion  raising  under  your 
instructions  in  Arkansas. 

I am  again  startled  by  an  increase  of  sickness,  carefully  noted  by  my 
medical  director,  Dr.  [Henry  J.]  Maynard,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  who 
has  been  of  eminent  service  to  me.  At  the  close  of  the  winter,  even  with 
the  small-pox,  the  health  of  my  command  was,  I am  certain,  at  least  as 


284 


MO.,  AEK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEDT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 

good  as  that  of  any  corps  in  the  United  States.  An  increase  of  sickness 
at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  evidently  caused  by  partial  starvation, 
has  awakened  my  profoundest  regret.  I believe  you  know  that  it  is  true 
when  I say  that  perhaps  no  commander  was  ever  more  beloved  by  his 
men  than  I am  by  my  Indian  command.  Acting  under  the  inspiration 
I give  them,  they  have  attempted  and  accomplished  almost  impossi- 
bilities. They  are  suffering  now,  but  they  bear  with  a heroism  that  I 
admire,  while  it  grieves  me.  That  they  should  do  so  is  no  reason  why 
I should  continue  to  see  them  suffer.  1 would  be  utterly  unworthy  of 
the  command  I hold  unless  I uttered  my  most  earnest  protest  and  made 
every  possible  effort  against  the  action  of  these  men  at  Fort  Scott,  so 
damaging^  impolitic,  and  wicked  5 deliberately  to  starve  a heroic  com- 
mand to  death  is  surely  the  most  culpable  of  crimes. 

I understand  that  complaints  have  been  made,  or  pretext  raised,  that 
I interfered  with  the  trains,  &c.  Had  I done  so  as  a commander  before 
the  enemy,  it  was  not  competent  for  a captain  or  major  and  quartermas- 
ter to  regulate  or  censure.  As  a question  of  fact,  such  complaints  are 
simply  ridiculous.  There  is  not  a man  in  all  Fort  Scott  that  feels  as 
intense  solicitude  as  I do  about  every  ounce  of  transportation  in  my 
supply  train.  I ask  of  you,  however,  and  demand,  if  such  charges  are 
made,  the  strictest  scrutiny  into  my  conduct  in  the  premises  ; and  I ask 
of  you.  General  Blunt,  for  that  command  of  which  you  might  be  proud, 
as  well  as  1 am,  that  it  be  saved  from  the  recurrence  of  such  calamities. 
While  a separate  commander,  surely  my  orders  about  my  supply  trains 
ought  to  be  respected.  Out  of  the  respect  I bear  you,  and  not  knowing 
what  embarrassments  might  present  themselves  as  regards  your  affairs 
at  Fort  Scott,  I have  suffered  as  long  as  I can  quietly  suffer  with  honor. 

I have  just  been  able,  with  500  men  and  13  wagons,  to  make  a dash 
into  Arkansas,  driving  back  Cabell’s  forces  and  gleaning  out  400 
bushels  of  wheat  and  corn,  which  will  be  ground  and  here  to-morrow, 
and  will  give  me  12  ounces  for  six  or  seven  days. 

1 send  you  this  by  my  commissary.  Captain  [George  S.]  Gaylord,  who  ! 
will  explain  thoroughly  the  condition  and  necessities  of  my  command.  ! 
If  necessary,  I have  directed  him  to  proceed  to  Saint  Louis,  if  it  should  ? 
be  deemed  proper  after  he  sees  you.  Captain  [Chester]  Thomas,  my  | 
quartermaster,  also  i)roceeds  with  him,  to  secure  a better  arrangement 
for  the  future.  I did  not  desire  them  to  wait  for  the  train,  for  fear  the 
misfortune  of  this  last  train  should  be  duplicated,  and  the  Irain  again 
lie  at  Fort  Scott  long  enough  to  make  a trip. 

1 respectfully  urge  upon  you  that,  if  necessary,  you  will  i)resent  this  : 
matter  to  headquarters  of  the  department  and  the  War  Department.  I I 
have  found  it  necessary  to  follow  the  trains  and  strip  from  them  the  5 
horses  and  stock,  which  Certain  parties  seemed  to  think  these  trains  i 
were  sent  into  the  Nation  to  steal.  I have  prevented  gamblers  and 
loafers  from  coming  into  the  command,  and  have  punished  the  petty 
liquor  venders  who  brought  in  liquor  into  this  Indian  command,  to  its 
ruin,  if  permitted. 

With  the  deepest  regard  for  the  Government  interests,  I have  done 
all  this,  and  have  done  it  with  a hand  of  iron.  If  I have  offended  any 
parties  by  doing  so,  I think  I can  assure  you  that  I have  no  desire  to 
serve  the  Government  a moment  longer  than  I can  do  so  honestly  and 
with  honor.  I 

Believing  that  from  you  I will  receive  all  the  aid  you  can  afford  when  ' 
the  case  is  laid  before  you,  I remain,  with  respect,  yours,  very  truly,  1 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS,  i 

Colonel^  Commanding. 
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Memphis,  Tenn.,  May  IG,  18G3 — G [).  m. 
Maj.  Geii.  II.  W.  Halleck, 

Geyieral-in-  Chief  ; 

Mannaduke,  with  4,000  men,  is  near  Wittsburg  or  Crowley’s  Ilidge, 
Ark.  Price  is  reported  to  have  sent  5,000  to  Monroe  to  Kirby  Smith, 
and  to  have  left  Little  Kock  on  May  11  to  join  Marmaduke.  They 
threaten  Helena  or  some  other  point  on  the  Mississippi.  Cavalry  in 
considerable  force  are  gathering  at  Okolona.  Moore’s  brigade  is  being 
mounted.  I shall  mount  infantry  from  horses  captured  in  Mississippi, 
and  look  them  up  in  a few  days. 

S.  A.  HUPvLBUT, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Rolla^  Mo.,  May  IG,  1863. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

It  is  telegraphed  here  that  Brigadier-General  Schofield  has  been  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  this  department.  If  such  is  the  case,  I would 
respectfully  ask  to  be  relieved  from  duty  in  this  department  and  ordered 
somewhere  else.  I cannot  consent  to  serve  under  General  Schofield,  and 
would  prefer  to  have  my  resignation  accepted  than  be  compelled  to  do 
so.  Brigadier-Generals  Vandever  and  Orme  make  the  same  request. 

F.  J.  HEEEOK, 

Major-General,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  May  17,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron,  Bolla,  Mo. : 

A"our  dispatch  threatening  to  resign  rather  than  to  serve  under  Gen- 
eral Schofield  has  been  received  and  shown  to  the  President.  He  directs 
me  to  say  that  he  is  unaware  of  any  valid  objection  to  General  Scho- 
field, he  having  recently  commanded  the  Deiiartment  of  the  Missouri, 
giving  almost  universal  satisfaction  so  far  as  the  President  ever  heard. 
He  directs  me  to  add  that  he  has  appreciated  the  services  of  General 
Herron  and  rewarded  them  by  rapid  promotions,  but  that,  even  in  him, 
insubordination  will  be  met  as  insubordination,  and  that  your  resigna- 
tion will  be  acted  upon  as  circumstances  may  require  whenever  it  is 

tPTIflPTPfl 

EDWm  M.  STANTOK, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  May  17,  18G3. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis : 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  13th  is  just  received.  The  gunboat 
flotilla  has  been  requested  to  operate  u\)  the  Arkansas  River  as  early 
as  possible,  and  General  Grant  will  assist  the  moment  his  troops  can 
be  spared  for  that  purpose.  I think  you  overestimate  the  rebel  force  in 
Arkansas.  Accounts  received  from  other  sources  give  Marmaduke  oidy 
4,000  or  5,000.  Price  has  sent  5,000  men  to  Monroe,  to  re-enforce  Kirby 
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Smith,  who  is  marching  against  General  Banks  by  Alexandria.  It  is 
not  possible  that  Price  can  have  11,000  men  at  Little  Kock ; moreover,  i 
rebel  accounts  admit  that  he  is  very  deficient  in  arms  and  munitions.  ; 
I can  only  repeat  the  opinion  so  often  expressed,  that  a force  moving  ' 
from  the  Mississippi  Eiver  into  the  interior  of  Arkansas  will  prevent 
any  attempt  to  invade  Missouri.  I regret  that  I have  no  control  of  the  ' 
gunboat  flotilla. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  . 

H.  W.  HALLECK,  ^ 

General-in- Chief.  : 


Office  Neosho  Indian  Agency,  j 

Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  May  17,  18G3.  j 

Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt, 

Leavenworth,  Kans. : j 

Dear  General  : 1 have  often  written  you  on  matters  appertaining  to  |j 
mutual  and  the  public  interest,  without  making  any  apparent  impression 
on  your  mind.  I feel  prompted,  from  the  deep  regard  I feel  for  people 
living  on  the  Osage  Eeservation  and  along  the  northern  boundary,  to 
say  that  raids  are  constantly  being  made  into  that  country  by  small 
bandits  for  the  purpose  of  plunder,  and  I am  informed  that  official  in- 
formation has  been  conveyed  to  you  (which  you  are  bound  to  respect) 
that  the  Osages  are  in  collusion  with  these  rebel  bands.  This  I utterly 
deny,  and  the  achievement  of  the  15th  clearly  proves  their  loyalty  and 
good  feeling.  I write  for  the  purpose  of  suggesting  the  propriety  of 
organizing  one  company  of  Osages,  under  one  of  the  captains  of  Osage 
companies,  who  are  not  now  on  duty,  and  who  have  not  been  mustered 
out,  and  detail  them  on  duty  in  this  country,  to  report  to  and  be  under 
command  of  Captain  Doudna.  They  know  that  country,  and  will,  in 
my  opinion,  protect  it  against  all  invasion,  for  which  they  should  be 
paid.  This,  it  seems  to  me,  can  be  done  under  the  old  organization. 

On  the  15th,  they  met  a party  of  robbers  on  the  Verdigris.  After  the 
proper  inquiries,  and  receiving  no  satisfaction  from  them,  they  attacked 
them  and  killed  the  entire  party  (19  in  number),  leaving  no  one  to  tell 
the  tale.  They  cut  off  their  heads,  over  which  they  held  a “ war  dance.’^ 
Two  Osages  were  killed. 

If  this  suggestion  should  meet  your  view  of  the  exigencies  pending,  I 
should,  with  pleasure,  render  any  assistance  in  my  power.  They  are  in 
high  glee,  and  have  been  furnished  with  plenty  of  ammunition.  They 
are  anxious  to  be  thus  organized  and  act  for  their  mutual  protection. 

Very  respectfully^,  yours,  &c., 

P.  P.  ELDEE. 


Headquarters  Department  of  New  Mexico, 

Santa  Fe,  K.  Mex.,  May  17,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Comdg.  Dept,  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : I 

General:  We  have  circumstantial  intelligence  that  a rebel  force  | 
from  Texas  is  moving  toward  this  Territory,  with  a view  to  its  conquest,  : 
and  to  the  conquest  of  the  Territory  of  Arizona  as  well.  I have  spies  j 
and  scouts  out  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  which  is  reported  I 
as  being  twice  as  strong  as  all  the  force  within  this  department.  These  | 
reports  are  doubtless  greatly  exaggerated,  but  I deem  it  prudent  to  ask ; j 
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you  to  give  orders  that  all  the  available  force  in  Colorado  Territory  beheld 
in  readiness  to  march  to  I7ew  Mexico  at  a day’s  notice.  I have  rumors 
that  a force  of  rebels  with  five  pieces  of  artillery  is  on  the  plains  south- 
eastwardly  from  this  city.  If  so,  it  is  doubtless  some  marauding  force 
sent  out  to  depredate  on  the  trains,  public  and  private,  which  will  be 
coming  to  New  Mexico  from  Missouri  during  the  next  four  months.  I 
have  applied  to  the  War  Department  for  a regiment,  say  twelve  com- 
panies of  cavalry,  to  be  stationed — four  companies  at  old  Fort  Atkinson, 
four  at  the  Lower  Cimarron  Springs,  and  four  at  or  near  Cold  Spring. 
The  property  at  stake  is  very  large,  and  the  stores  destined  for  this 
remote  department  are  vital  to  the  existence  of  the  troops.  I have  no 
troops  that  I can  put  upon  that  road,  and  must  leave  its  protection  to 
yourself. 

Inclosed  please  find  the  copy  of  a letter  from  the  Headquarters  of  the 
Army,  authorizing  me  to  call  upon  you  for  help  in  case  of  actual  danger. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JAMES  H.  CAELETON, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  May  17,  1863. 

Major-General  Pope,  Milwaukee,  TFis. : 

General  Eoberts  will  be  sent  to  report  to  you  as  soop  as  General 
Schenck  can  relieve  him,  probably  in  a few  days.  General  Sully  has 
probably  joined  you  by  this  time.  I think  he  had  better  take  General 
Cook’s  place,  on  the  Upper  Missouri.  It  is  urged  that  that  column 
should  move  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  so  as  to  cover  Nebraska  and 
the  Overland  Stage  and  Telegraph  Eoute.  Of  course,  it  should  operate 
where  it  can  give  the  most  protection.  In  these  movements  you  will 
not  be  restricted  by  department  lines. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Hdqrs.  Thirty-eighth  Eegiment  Iowa  Infantry, 

Neio  Madrid,  Mo.,  May  18,  1803. 

Capt.  H.  C.  Fillebrown, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Captain:  A large  amount  of  contraband  goods  are  carried  back  from 
Commerce,  Lane’s  Landing,  and  other  iioints  between  Cape  Girardeau 
and  this  post,  through  the  swamp  to  the  rebels.  I have  captured  in  this 
swamp  during  the  last  week  49  barrels  of  whisky,  some  quinine,  mor- 
phine, &c.  The  whisky  was  destroyed,  except  3 barrels  given  to  guides. 
The  smugglers  I send  to  Saint  Louis  for  trial.  We  have  destroyed  over 
100  barrels  of  whisky  on  its  way  to  the  rebels  through  this  swamp,  in 
dug-outs,  ferry-boats,  &c.,  during  last  month  and  this,  and  a large  amount 
has  gone  through.  No  shipment  should  be  allowed  to  other  than  mili- 
tary posts  below  Cape  Girardeau. 

Eebel  deserters  report  conscripting  going  on  throughout  Arkansas, 
the  rebels  preparing  for  an  advance  into  this  State.  They  have  col- 
lected supplies  at  Powhatan.  Arkansas  is  represented  as  being  almost 
flestitute  of  provisions,  and  their  army  poorly  sui)plied. 
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The  German  Texas  troops,  Walker^s  division,  disaffected  to  the  rebel 
cause.  Raids  into  this  State  for  horses  and  supplies,  in  advance  of 
Price,  should  he  move,  may  be  expected. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  HUGHES, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Milwaukee,  May  18,  1863. 

General  Halleck: 

General  Sully  arrived,  but  health  not  strong  enough  for  active  cam- 
paign. I had  designed  to  send  Roberts  or  Elliott  in  charge  of  expe- 
dition from  Missouri  River.  Shall  send  Roberts  at  once,  if  he  can  be 
got  here  in  time.  In  consequence  of  delays  or  embarrassments,  only 
part  of  Nebraska  cavalry  reported,  and  they  in  bad  condition.  Sent 
you  report  by  mail.  General  Cook  has  only  about  1,600  men  for  expe- 
dition ) I have  no  more.  I would  be  glad  to  have  Roberts  at  once,  if  he 
can  be  sent.  Some  officer  of  experience  and  activity  should  command 
the  expedition  from  Fort  Randall.  Would  be  glad  to  know  if  he  can 
come,  so  as  to  decide  on  the  subject.  I leave  for  Minnesota  on  the  23d. 

JRO.  POPE, 
Major-General. 


War  Department, 

. Washington^  May  19,  1863. 

Major-General  Pope,  Milwauhee^  Wis.: 

Orders  to  General  Roberts  issued  two  days  ago.  General  Schenck 
has  probably  relieved  him  by  this  time.  I think  you  will  do  wrong  to 
send  Roberts  in  charge  of  the  Missouri  expedition.  Sully  is  the  man 
for  that'place.  On  seeing  your  telegram,  the  Secretary  directed  me  to 
sav  to  you  that  Roberts  should  not  & assigned  as  you  propose. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief, 


Milwaukee,  May  19,  1863. 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

I had  no  sort  of  wish  to  send  Roberts  in  command  of  Indian  expedi- 
tion, except  that  I thought  it  would  be  best  for  the  service.  As  yon 
desire,  I have  sent  Sully.  I hope  the  War  Department  is  assured  that 
I have  no  object,  except  to  do  the  best  I can  with  the  means  at  my 
command. 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Korthwest, 

MilwauTcee,  Wis.,  May  19,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief,  Washington,  I).  C.: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  inclosed  copy  of  dispatch 
from  General  Sibley,  which  reiterates  views  and  opinions  I have  already 
laid  before  the  Government.  This  dispatch  is  submitted  only  for  the 
purpose  of  again  inviting  the  attention  of  the  President  to  this  subject. 
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I imderstand  that  the  authorities  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  in  the 
region  concerued  are  more  than  willing  that  our  troops  should  pursue 
their  operations  against  the  hostile  Sioux  anywhere  within  the  British 
possessions,  and  1 submit  this  telegram  of  General  Sibley  in  the  hope 
that  the  necessary  authority  may  be  obtained  from  the  English  Gov- 
ernment through  its  minister  in  Washington.  The  people  of  this  region 
of  British  America  are  quite  as  much  interested  as  ourselves  to  keep 
the  wild  Indians  in  subjection,  but  they  have  neither  the  military  force 
to  do  this  themselves  nor  the  influence  to  control  the  action  of  these 
Indians,  either  in  regard  to  themselves  or  to  us.  Unless,  therefore, 
authority  can  be  obtained  to  pursue  the  hostile  Sioux  wherever  they 
may  seek  refuge  north  of  our  boundary,  it  is  nearly  certain  that  the 
Indian  campaign  will  be  fruitless  of  results.  The  subject  is  worthy  of 
the  serious  attention  of  the  Government,  and  I submit  it  accordingly. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

IMajor-  General^  Commanding. 

[In  closure.] 


Headquarters  District  of  Minnesota, 

Saint  Paul,  May  19,  1863 — 2 p.  m. 


Major-General  Pope: 


Eeliable  dispatches  from  Pembina,  of  6th  instant,  state  that  Little 
Crow  and  others,  leaders  in  the  massacres  of  last  year,  are  seeking  to 
obtain  land  within  the  British  territory.  Unless  permission  can  be 
procured  to  pursue  the  Indians  across  the  line,  the  main  object  of  the 
expedition  may  be  frustrated. 

H.  H.  SIBLEY, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 

NTo.  224.  ) ^¥asllington,  May  19,  1863. 

* * * * 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  S.  Eoberts,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report,  in 
person,  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  commanding  Department  of  the  North- 
west, Milwaukee,  Wis.,  as  soon  as  he  is  relieved  from  duty  in  the  Mid- 
dle Department. 

* * * * * * * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Office  of  the  Assistant  Quartermaster, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  May  21,  1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Ulunt, 

Commanding  District  of  Kansas,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. : 

General:  I take  the  opportunity  offered  by  the  visit  of  Captains 
[John  J.]  Sears  and  [D.  M.j  Jarboe  to  your  headquarters  to  furnish  you 
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with  lew  facts  in  regard  to  the  operations  of  the  guerrillas  and  bush- 
whackers in  this  vicinity.  They  have  hitherto  confined  their  operations 
to  robbing  Union  men  of  Missouri,  with  few  exceiitions.  They  are  now 
invading  Kansas  and  robbing  Santa  Ee  trains  leaving  this  city,  and 
this  is  of  nightly  occurrence. 

These  Mexicans  are  all  loyal  citizens,  and  deserve  the  protection  of 
United  States  troops.  They  only  ask  a slight  aid  from  the  military,  being 
able  and  willing  to  defend  themselves,  if  permitted  to  do  so ; but  their 
arms  have  been  taken  from  them  by  the  commander  at  Westport,  as  I 
am  informed,  and  they  are  defenseless.  The  citizens  of  this  city  con- 
sider it  the  duty  of  the  military  authorities  to  furnish  the  necessary  i)ro- 
tection  to  these  loyal  people,  as  well  as  to  the  trade  of  this  place. 

As  an  officer,  I can  only  recommend  that  adequate  protection  be  im- 
mediately furnished. 

The  circumstances  of  these  attacks  upon  the  Mexican  trains  are  most 
atrocious,  as  will  be  exi)lained  by  the  officers  above  named. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEO.  S.  CASE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  May  22, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  : You  have  been  ordered,  by  the  direction  of  the  President, 
to  relieve  Maj.  Gen.  S.  R.  Curtis  from  the  command  of  the  Department 
of  the  Missouri.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  military  departments 
in  the  United  States,  and  the  command  will  require  the  exercise  of  mili- 
tary talent  as  well  as  administrative  ability,  and  the  utmost  vigilance. 
Your  acquaintance  with  the  country  and  the  leading  men  of  your  de- 
partment will  be  of  great  value  to  you  in  the  performance  of  the  arduous 
and  important  duties  of  your  command. 

It  is  not  intended  to  embarrass  you  with  minute  and  detailed  instruc- 
tions. The  correspondence  between  these  headquarters  and  Major- 
General  Curtis  will  put  you  in  possession  of  the  general  views  of  the 
Government  in  regard  to  military  operations.  I will  state  them  briefly. 

General  Curtis’ Pea  Ridge  campaign  was  simply  to  expel  Price’s  army 
from  Missouri;  that  was  not  deemed  a proper  line  by  which  to  invade 
Arkansas.  Hence  he  was  directed  to  unite  with  Steele  and  move  down 
White  River.  As  soon  as  the  Mississippi  was  opened  to  the  Arkansas, 
the  former  became  the  true  base  and  the  latter  the  true  line  of  opera- 
tions. I endeavored  to  impress  this  upon  General  Curtis.  But  he 
brought  troops  from  Helena  to  operate  from  Pilot  Knob,  and  again 
pushed  forward  a column  into  Western  Arkansas.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
he  had  simply  held  two  or  three  fortified  points,  like  Springfield,  Rolla, 
and  Pilot  Knob,  and  pushed  his  entire  force  from  the  Mississippi  River 
to  Little  Rock,  I think  Missouri  would  have  been  freed  from  all  fear  of 
invasion  and  the  enemy  kept  south  of  the  Arkansas  River. 

Again,  my  dispatches  to  General  Curtis  will  show  that  I have  fre- 
quently urged  upon  him  not  to  scatter  his  troops  so  much  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  department,  but  to  push  them  forward  for  the  defense  of  the 
southern  frontier,  and  send  all  who  could  be  spared  for  such  purpose 
down  the  Mississippi,  or  to  General  Rosecrans ; but  it  seems  that  the 
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general  has  been  under  a serious  apprehension  of  insurrections  in  the 
interior  and  northern  counties.  From  the  best  advices  we  could  obtain 
here,  there  were  not  sufficient  grounds  for  such  apprehensions.  But, 
as  General  Curtis  had  better  means  of  judging  of  the  dangers,  I did 
not  deem  it  proper  to  entirely  disregard  his  fears.  In  the  early  part  of 
the  war,  when  Price  was  within  the  State,  or  near  the  frontier,  with  a 
large  army,  there  was  a necessity  for  a considerable  force  in  the  inte- 
rior, but  the  case  is  now  very  different,  and  I am  told  by  reliable  Gnion 
men  that  the  volunteer  troops,  especially  those  from  Kansas,  in  the 
counties  on  the  Missouri  Eiver,  do  much  more  harm  than  good  by  an- 
noying, irritating,  and  iilundering  the  inhabitants.  It  is  said  that 
those  there  who  at  the  outset  sided  with  Price  and  his  rebel  gang,  but 
have  since  been  permitted  to  return  and  settle  down  as  quiet  and  peace- 
able citizens,  are  now  treated  as  enemies.  Ko  worse  policy  could  iios- 
sibly  be  adopted.  It  is  hoped  you  will  remedy  these  alleged  evils,  and 
send  south  into  the  field  all  the  volunteer  troops  who  can  be  spared 
from  Missouri  and  Kansas.  There  has  been  no  hostile  force  in  Kansas 
since  the  beginning  of  this  war,  nor  has  there  been,  so  far  as  I could 
learn,  any  danger  of  an  invasion  of  that  State,  or  of  an  insurrection  of 
its  inhabitants  against  the  Government  and  authority  of  the  Gnited 
States  5 and  yet  a very  large  force  has  been  kept  and  supported  there, 
at  an  enormous  expense  to  the  Kational  Treasury,  and  to  the  annoyance 
and  injury  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  bordering  territory.  Both  while  in 
command  of  that  department  and  since,  I have  endeavored  to  bring 
these  forces  into  the  field,  where  they  could  be  made  useful  to  the  Gov- 
ernment; but  in  these  efforts  I have  been  overruled,  and,  for  reasons 
which  I could  never  fully  understand,  these  enormously  expensive 
troops  have  been  left  in  Kansas,  where  they  were  of  no  possible  use,  or 
sent  into  Missouri,  where  they  were  very  much  worse  than  useless.  In 
my  opinion,  they  should  be  either  sent  to  Salt  Lake,  to  guard  the  emi- 
grant trains,  or  moved  south  to  fight  the  rebels.  In  whatever  use  you 
may  determine  to  make  of  these  troops,  you  will  have  all  the  support 
which  the  War  Department  and  these  headquarters  can  give  you.  A 
regiment  of  Nebraska  cavalry,  on  report  of  General  Curtis  that  it  could 
be  spared  from  his  deiiartment,  was  ordered  some  time  ago  to  report  for 
duty  to  General  Pope,  at  Sioux  City,  for  operations  against  the  Indians. 
The  authorities  of  Nebraska  afterward  protested  against  this  order, 
and  General  Curtis  asked  that  it  be  rescinded.  This  was  refused. 
Nevertheless,  General  Pope  reports  that  the  order  has  never  been  com- 
plied with,  and  I cannot  ascertain  from  General  Curtis  how  the  matter 
now  really  stands.  You  will  immediately  examine  into  this  matter, 
and  either  carry  out  the  original  order  to  General  Curtis,  or  use  these 
troops  to  escort  emigrant  trains  to  Salt  Lake,  as  under  existing  circum- 
stances you  may  deem  best.  You  will,  as  soon  as  you  ascertain  the  real 
facts  of  the  case,  advise  General  Pope,  and  give  him  all  possible  assist- 
ance in  his  contemplated  Indian  campaign.  At  this  distance,  and  act- 
ing under  very  imperfect  information,  I cannot  give  you  on  these 
subjects  very  positive  or  minute  instructions.  Much  must  be  left  to 
>our  discretion  and  more  enlightened  judgment;  but  we  will  leave, 
for  the  present,  active  military  operations  in  the  field,  and  direct  our  at- 
tention for  a moment  to  administrative  matter,  which  will  constitute 
the  most  annoying,  arduous,  perplexing,  and  responsible  duties  of  your 
command. 

On  this  subject  I commend  to  your  careful  attention  the  field  instruc- 
tions i)ublished  in  General  Orders,  No.  100,  current  series.  Tliese  in- 
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stmctious  have  been  most  carefully  considered  before  publication. 
Kevertbeless,  they  are  very  imperfect,  and  as  Missouri  is  i)eculiarly 
situated,  many  questions  may  arise  which  are  not  here  alluded  to.  I 
can  only  advise  you,  in  regard  to  such  matters,  to  consult  the  best 
authorities,  and  to  act  with  deliberation  and  [coolness  ?]  upon  each  sep- 
arate question  as  it  arises.  A hasty  and  inconsiderate  decision  often 
leads  to  serious  difficulties  and  embarrassment.  On  such  matters  I will 
give  you  all  the  assistance  which  time  and  opportunity  will  permit.  In 
referring  these  questions  to  these  headquarters,  you  will  take  into  con- 
sideration that  I have  very  little  time  to  devote  to  a single  military 
department,  and  more  particularly  to  an  individual  case. 

In  conclusion,  general,  I desire  to  assure  you  that  in  the  high  and 
responsible  position  and  duties  to  which  you  are  assigned  you  will  have 
all  the  support,  assistance,  and  co-operation  which  can  be  given  you 
from  these  headquarters.  You  owe  your  present  appointment  entirely 
to  the  choice  of  the  President  himself.  I have  not,  directly  or  indirectly, 
interfered  in  the  matter  ; but  I fully  concur  in  the  choice,  and  will  give 
you  all  possible  suiiport  and  assistance  in  the  performance  of  the  ardu- 
ous duties  imposed  upon  you. 

You  have  just  left  General  Eosecrans,  and  know  his  want  of  cavalry. 
If  you  can  assist  him  in  this  matter,  I desire  you  will  do  so  without 
delay.  If  you  can  raise  any  troops  in  ISTorthern  Missouri,  Kansas,  Ne- 
braska, or  Colorado  to  guard  emigrant  trains,  report  by  telegraph. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-  Chief, 


General  Orders,  ) IIdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  41.  I Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  May  24,  1863. 

Pursuant  to  orders  from  the  War  Department  of  the  12th  instant,  the 
undersigned  relinquishes  the  command  of  this  department  to  Major- 
General  Schofield. 

In  separating  from  troops  with  whom  he  has  served  so  long  and 
shared  so  much  of  privation,  toil,  and  danger,  he  avails  himself  of  the 
occasion  to  express  his  feelings  of  friendship  and  affection  for  his  com- 
rades in  arms. 

To  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Southwest,  of  the 
Army  of  the  Frontier,  and  of  the  Army  of  Southeastern  Missouri,  and  the 
illustrious  generals  who  have  led  them,  he  tenders  his  grateful  acknowl- 
edgments. Your  long  and  weary  marches  are  marked  by  victorious 
battle-fields  that  will  perpetuate  your  memory. 

The  general  also  tenders  his  thanks  to  the  commanders  of  districts, 
his  staff'  officers,  and  the  provost-marshals  and  troops  that  have  stood 
watch  and  ward  throughout  the  country,  remote  and  near,  during  the 
eight  months  of  his  department  command,  for  the  prudence,  wisdom, 
and  fidelity  they  have  displayed,  securing  general  success  and  safety 
throughout  the  States  and  Territories  embraced  in  this  command. 

Soldiers  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri ! Continue  to  display  your 
loyalty  and  valor  in  the  service  of  j^our  country;  show  to  your  new 
commander  that  you  deserve  the  honors  you  have  won,  and  to  the 
world  your  devotion  to  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

SAME.  E.  CUETIS,'  ' . 

Major-  General, 
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General  Orders,  ) IIdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

]^o.  42.  j Saint  Louis ^ 3Io.,  May  24,  18G3. 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  the  War  Department,  the  undersigned 
hereby  assumes  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

The  following  staff  officers  are  announced,  viz : Lieut.  Col.  A.  Y.  Col- 
burn, assistant  adjutant-general,  in  charge  of  office ; Lieut.  Col.  0.  W. 
Marsh,  assistant  adjutant-general,  Missouri  State  Militia ; Maj.  William 
M.  Wherry,  aide-de-camp,  and  Maj.  A.  H.  Engle,  aide-de-camp. 

With  the  above  exceptions,  the  staff  of  the  department  will  remain 
unchanged  until  further  orders. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 


Kolla,  Mo.,  May  25,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Yandever, 

Planters'^  House : 

The  balance  of  your  command,  including  cavalry,  artillery,  and  some 
infantry,  left  here  on  Saturday  morning  for  Pilot  Knob,  by  way  of 
Salem.  Have  you  anything  new  % Can  you  not  come  up  here  before 
returning  to  the  Knob  ? 

F.  J.  HEREON, 

Major-General, 


Executive  Mansion, 

Washington^  May  27,  1863. 

General  John  M.  Schofield  : 

My  Dear  Sir  : Having  relieved  General  Curtis  and  assigned  you 
to  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  I think  it  may  be 
of  some  advantage  for  me  to  state  to  you  why  I did  it.  I did  not  relieve 
General  Curtis  because  of  any  full  conviction  that  he  had  done  wrong 
by  commission  or  omission.  I did  it  because  of  a conviction  in  my  mind 
that  the  Union  men  of  Missouri,  constituting,  when  united,  a vast  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  people,  have  entered  into  a pestilent  factional  quar- 
rel among  themselves.  General  Curtis,  perhaps  not  of  choice,  being  the 
bead  of  one  faction,  and  Governor  Gamble  that  of  the  other.  After 
months  of  labor  to  reconcile  the  difficulty,  it  seemed  to  grow  worse  and 
worse,  until  I felt  it  my  duty  to  break  it  up  somehow,  and,  as  I could 
not  remove  Governor  Gamble,  I had  to  remove  General  Curtis. 

Now  that  you  are  in  the  position,  I wish  you  to  undo  nothing  merely 
because  General  Curtis  or  Governor  Gamble  did  it,  but  to  exercise  your 
own  judgment,  and  do  right  for  the  public  interest.  Let  your  military 
measures  be  strong  enough  to  repel  the  invader  and  keep  the  peace, 
and  not  so  strong  as  to  unnecessarily  harass  and  persecute  the  people. 
It  is  a difficult  role,  and  so  much  greater  will  be  the  honor  if  you  per- 
form it  wxll.  If  both  factions,  or  neither,  shall  abuse  you,  you  will, 
probably,  be  about  right.  Beware  of  being  assailed  by  one  and  praised 
by  the  other. 

.Yours,  truly, 


A.  LINCOLN. 
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Denver,  Colo.,  May  27, 

Via  Saint  Louis,  May  30,  18G3. 

[General  Schofield  :J 

I sent  a special  messenger  to  Washington  in  reference  to  Indian  diffi- 
culties, and  should  have  an  answer  soon.  Indians  have  given  notice 
we  must  fight  or  leave.  Have  just  had  report  of  a big  secret  confer- 
ence between  Sioux,  Arapahoes,  and  Cheyennes,  about  100  miles  north. 
May  want  our  forces  strengthened  in  a few  days.  Colonel  Chivington 
has  everything  in  good  shape,  and  understands  the  situation  well.  I 
have  confidence  in  a favorable  issue.  All  quiet  at  present.  Will  keep 
you  posted.  Forward  copy  to  Secretarv  of  War. 

JOHN  EVANS, 
Governor  of  Colorado  Territory. 


Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  May  27,  1863. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Washington : 

Expedition  under  Sibley  leaves  Upper  Minnesota,  June  12.  Will  be 
a delay  on  Upper  Missouri  on  account  of  low  stage  of  water.  Indians 
still  in  camp  at  Devil’s  Lake,  but  not  in  very  considerable  force.  Only 
fear  is  that  they  will  take  refuge  in  British  possessions.  Difficulties 
on  account  of  enrollment  for  conscription  take  me  back  immediately 
to  Iowa  and  Wisconsin.  By  prudence  I hope  they  may  be  avoided. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-General. 


Headquarters  Central  District  of  Missouri, 

Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  May  28,  1863. 

[Lieut.]  Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

A.  A.  G.,  Missouri  State  Militia,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Colonel  : Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  a copy  of  a report 
just  received  from  Major  Mullins,  of  the  First  Missouri  State  Militia 
Cavalry,  commanding  at  Germantown.  The  report  is  sent  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  general  commanding,  as  showing  the  condition  of  affairs 
ill  the  Southwest. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN.  LOAN, 

Brigadier -General,  Missouri  State  Militia. 


[Inclosure.] 

Germantown,  Mo.,  3Iay  24,  1863. 

Maj.  James  Eainsford, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Jefferson  City  : 

Sir  : On  the  21st  instant  I sent  out  a scout  from  Companies  F and  G, 
numbering  30,  with  Captain  Moore,  of  Company  F,  and  Lieutenant 
Groomer,  of  Company  G.  The  next  day  they  came  upon  a band  of 
rebels  on  Monigan,  or  some  such  creek.  Dismounted,  unobserved  by 
the  rebels,  and  approached  within  75  yards  of  them,  and  opened  fire. 
Without  returning  the  fire,  the  rebels  sought  safety  by  running.  The 
creek  being  between  the  two  parties,  it  became  necessary  for  our  men 
to  remount,  in  order  to  pursue,  and  by  the  time  they  vrere  over  the  creek 
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the  rebels  were  out  of  sight.  Oue  little  boy,  who  was  with  the  rebels, 
remained  on  the  ground.  Captain  Moore  brought  him  into  camp.  In 
the  melee  our  men  captured  20  horses  and  some  number  of  saddles, 
bridles,  &c.,  2 Mississippi  rifles,  1 carbine,  and  1 double-barrel  shot-gun, 
and  a number  of  saddle-bags,  a variety  of  clothing,  &c.  There  were 
only  22  of  the  rebels  ; hence  they  only  got  away  with  2 horses.  From 
the  trails  of  blood,  several  were  wounded,  and  could  have  been  easily 
followed  had  not,  unfortunately,  a heavy  rain  come  on  just  at  the  time, 
and  also  night.  These  two  difficulties  baffled  all  farther  successful  pur- 
suit, and  the  captain  gave  up  the  chase  for  the  night.  Yesterday,  the 
23d,  another  scout  I sent  into  the  same  neighborhood,  found  a horse, 
saddled,  very  much  besmeared  with  blood.  The  horse  belonged  to  an 
Enrolled  Militia  man,  and  was  stolen  only  a few  days  before  by  the 
bushwhackers.  My  command  yesterday  shot  and  killed  a very  bad 
bushwhacker.  1 learn  he  was  guilty  of  all  manner  of  crimes,  stealing, 
robbing,  and  bushwhacking,  and  last,  but  not  least,  rape  upon  the  wife 
of  a loyal  man  belonging  to  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia.  This  prop- 
erty we  have  captured  is  here,  subject  to  orders,  and  now  in  the  custody 
of  a sergeant  or  acting  quartermaster.  I have  mounted  some  of  my 
men  out  of  these  horses,  they  giving  receipts  for  them.  I can  use,  per- 
haps, all  of  them  in  this  way  j and,  in  fact,  it  is  very  difficult  to  keep  the 
men  all  mounted,  and  such  a thing  as  buying  a cavalry  horse  is  next 
thing  to  impossible. 

The  boy  we  have  here  is  a captive  j is  about  fourteen  years  old,  but  is 
very  small.  He  represents  that  he  and  his  brother,  who  escaped,  left 
Texas  about  six  weeks  ago  for  the  pur^iose  of  hunting  their  father.  This 
boy^s  brother  is  a year  older  than  the  one  we  have.  He  says  they  have 
been  in  Texas  four  or  five  years,  living  with  their  grandfather ; that 
their  mother  is  dead,  and  that  they  have  not  heard  from  their  father  for 
two  or  three  years,  not  since  the  war  began  j that  they  have  some  rela- 
tives in  Kansas  and  some  in  Marion  County,  Illinois.  He  says  they  met 
with  this  band  of  rebels  at  Pineville,  and  started  from  there  last  Mon- 
day. He  says  there  were  200  or  more  rebels  *at  Pineville,  and  more 
gathering  in  daily ; that  there  are  rebels  now  in  the  State  sent  up  from 
the  south,  arranging  for  forage  and  subsistence  for  their  army.  He 
says  he  heard  the  men  that  he  was  with  say  so.  Some  of  this  band 
formerly  resided  in  Northern  Missouri,  from  the  names  the  boy  gives  ; 
and  a miniature,  captured,  is  the  likeness  of  a young  lady  residing  in 
Linn  County. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

• ALEX.  W.  MULLINS, 

Major  First  Ilissouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  43.  1 Saint  Louis^  May  28,  1803. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  Totten,  Assistant  Inspector-General,  U.  S.  Army, 
is  assigned  to  duty  as  inspector-general  of  this  department. 

An  inspector  will  be  appointed  for  each  corps,  division,  and  brigade 
in  the  field,  and  one  for  each  military  district,  who  will  be  styled,  re- 
spectively, corps,  division,  brigade,  and  district  inspectors. 

A corps  inspector  will  be  a field  officer ; a division  or  district  in- 
spector will  be  a major  or  captain,  and  a brigade  inspector  will  be  a 
captain  or  lieutenant. 
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The  inspectors  will  be  appointed  by  the  department  commander,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  corps,  division,  brigade,  or  district  command- 
ers, approved  by  the  intermediate  commanders. 

Inspectors  will  be  selected  for  their  high  qualities  as  officers,  and  for 
the  faithful  and  fearless  discharge  of  their  duties.  The  appointment 
will  be  considered  a high  mark  of  distinction  and  confidence  of  the  com- 
mander. They  are  exj^ected  to  discharge  their  duties  rigidly,  and  with- 
out partiality,  favor,  or  affection. 

Printed  instructions  and  forms  will  be  furnished  from  the  inspector- 
generaPs  office. 

Commanders  will  make  nominations  of  suitable  officers  for  inspectors 
of  their  commands,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

A.  Y.  COLBUEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  May  20, 1863. 

Major-General  Blunt  ; 

Coffee  is  moving  north  through  the  western  counties  of  Missouri,  to 
co-operate  with  Livingston.  Colonel  Cloud  is  in  i)ursuit.  Look  out  for 
him. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  State  of  Mo.,  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 
Eo.  17.  j Saint  LouiSy  May  29,  1863. 

The  command  of  the  Enrolled  Militia,  now  in  actual  service  within 
the  State,  including  the  provisional  regiments,  is  conferred  upon  Maj. 
Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  commanding  the  Department  of  the  Missouri. 
By  order  of  the  commander-in-chief : 

ALEXAEDEE  LOWEY, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Genertd. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  May  30,  1863. 
Major-General  Blunt,  Leavenworth : 

Maintain  Colonel  Phillips’  present  line,  if  possible.  I should  think 
the  troops  you  propose  to  send  would  be  sufficient.  I have  made  no 
change  in  the  location  of  the  Second  Kansas  or  Colonel  Harrison’s 
command  thus  far. 

It  will  be  difficult  to  support  Fayetteville  and  Fort  Gibson  until  we 
get  possession  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  Can  you  spare  any  more  troops 
from  the  northern  ])art  of  Kansas  ? I projiose  to  move  some  of  General 
Loan’s  troops  into  the  western  counties  of  Missouri,  and  transfer  those 
counties  to  his  district.  This  may  relieve  you  somewhat.  Are  there 
any  objections  to  such  change  "I 

i wiil  see  what  can  be  done  about  horse  equipments,  and  let  you  know 
as  soon  as  possible. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarteiis  District  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  May  30,  1803. 

Maj.  G.  W.  Blair, 

Commanding  Post,  Fort  Scott : 

Major:  I am  just  informed,  by  telegraph  from  headquarters  at  Saint 
Louis,  that  Coflee  is  moving  north  through  the  western  tier  of  counties,  to 
re-enforce  Livingston,  and  that  Colonel  Cloud  is  looking  after  him.  You 
will  be  required  to  be  vigilant,  and  watch  well  the  county  south  of  you. 
If  Cloud  is  west  of  Springfield,  keep  open  communication  with  him, 
and  co-operate  with  him  with  such  force  as  you  may  have,  if  it  is  neces- 
sary, to  repel  any  threatened  attack.  Guerrillas  are  very  numerous 
and  troublesome  between  Kansas  City  and  Fort  Scott.  Advices  from 
Fort  Lamed,  which  I deem  quite  reliable,  state  that  large  forces  of 
Texans  and  Indians,  with  artillery,  are  approaching  from  Bed  Eiver 
toward  the  Santa  Fd  road,  which  is  poorly  protected.  I am  greatly 
embarrassed  for  want  of  troops,  yet  everything  must  be  done  that  is 
possible  to  maintain  our  present  lines  until  troops  can  be  procured.  If 
Phillips  should  be  compelled  to  fall  back,  it  would  be  fatal  in  the  ex- 
treme to  our  cause  in  the  Indian  country.  With  our  present  limited 
force,  it  will  require  great  effort  to  keep  open  his  line  of  communication 
for  supplies.  Six  companies  of  the  Second  Colorado  Infantry  will  be 
at  Fort  Scott  in  a few  days.  I have  directed  the  Thirteenth  Kansas 
to  camp  southeast  of  Fort  Scott,  on  Drywood.  They  will  serve  as  an 
outpost. 

The  new  companies  of  the  Sixth  Kansas  must  be  armed  with  such 
arms  as  there  are  in  the  ordnance  department,  and  made  available  for 
duty.  If  they  cannot  get  their  horses  immediately,  they  must  serve  on 
foot.  You  are  authorized  to  furnish  .arms,  ammunition,  and  rations  to 
such  of  the  Osage  Indians  as  tender  their  services  to  sustain  our  cause, 
but  they  should  be  under  the  control  of  competent  and  trustworthy  men. 

Keep  me  promptly  advised  of  all  information  you  may  receive  of  move- 
ments below. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS,  G.  BLUKT. 


IIeadquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  May  30,  18G3. 

Col.  William  A.  Phillips, 

Commanding  Indian  Brigade : 

Colonel  : Yours  of  the  22d,  giving  account  of  engagement  on  the 
20th  near  Fort  Gibson,  is  received,  and  I congratulate  you  upon  your 
success  in  defeating  the  enemy  and  maintaining  your  iiosition  against 
great  odds.  I am  greatly  embarrassed  in  all  parts  of  my  district  in  not 
having  sufficient  troops.  Guerrillas  on  the  border  between  Kansas  City 
and  Fort  Scott  are  multiplying  daily,  and  are  very  annoying,  and  I just 
learn  from  Fort  Lamed  that  a force  of  Texans  and  rebel  Indians,  with 
artillery,  are  axiproaching  the  Santa  Fe  road  from  Bed  Biver.  The  line 
below  Fort  Scott  has  to  be  strongly  guarded,  and  our  forces  at  every 
point  are  inadequate  for  the  work  they  are  required  to  do;  yet  I shall 
make  use  of  the  little  means  at  my  command  to  maintain  my  lines, 
hoping  that  I will  soon  be  able  to  procure  help.  I shall  do  all  in  my 
power  to  support  you  in  your  present  position.  Knowing  full  well  the 
disastrous  consequences  that  would  follow  the  abandonment  of  the  In- 
dian country,  I trust  that  the  colored  regiment  (Colonel  Williams)  has 
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reached  you  ere  this.  Six  companies  of  the  Second  Colorado  Infantry 
will  arm  at  Fort  Scott  in  a few  days,  when  they  will  be  sent  forward  to 
you  with  two  pieces  of  artillery.  I learn  that  the  Second  Kansas,  with 
one  section  of  battery,  has  gone  to  Fayetteville,  which  will  be  a support 
to  you.  You  know  my  views  in  relation  to- the  necessity  of  holding  the 
Indian  country  to  the  Arkansas  Elver.  I shall  expect  you  to  exercise 
your  own  judgment  as  regards  the  details.  Y^ou  should  act  prudently 
and  not  take  too  great  risks.  If  you  can  maintain  your  xiresent  lines 
until  you  can  be  re-enforced,  you  will  do  well.  Keep  me  advised  promptly 
of  all  movements. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUET, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Indian  Brigade, 

Fort  Blunt,  C.  N.,  May  31,  1863. 

Major-General  Blunt  : 

Sir  : My  supply  train  starts  this  morning,  it  having  been  delayed  one 
or  two  days  on  account  of  the  jiay master.  In  coming  in  it  was  attacked 
by  the  rebel  forces.  The  evening  before,  I had  sent  out  all  the  force  I 
could  mount  to  meet  it,  under  Colonel  Schaurte,  and  sent  a force  to 
guard  the  Arkansas  on  my  right,  under  Colonel  Corwin.  The  evening 
before,  I made  a feint  at  the  Eabbit  Ford,  with  a battalion  of  infantry 
and  two  pieces'  of  artillery^  under  Foreman,  as  if  I designed  crossing. 
The  rebels  were  too  well  posted,  however,  to  be  deceived,  as  Livingston 
had  been  following  the  train.  Suspecting  an  attack,  I ordered  Colonel 
Schaurte  to  bring  it  through  from  Flat  Eock  in  the  night  (18  miles). 
This  movement  confused  the  rebel  forces,  and  although  they  attacked 
the  train  at  daylight,  tlieir  forces  were  divided,  and  I was  able  to  get 
up  my  infantry  and  artillery,  and  get  my  train  immediately  Avithin  the 
fort.  The  enemy  had  left  his  infantry  and  artillery  over  the  river, 
bringing  over  only  a mounted  force,  which  was  sent  separately,  so  as  to 
cut  oft  my  train.  I endeavored  to  cut  off  his  retreat  from  the  river,  but 
my  stock  is  so  poor  that  it  was  impossible.  Our  loss  in  the  last  attack 
was  4 killed  and  several  slightly  wounded.  The  river  rose  immediately ; 
has  not  been  fordable  for  several  days,  but  is  falling.  Learning  that 
the  negro  regiment  was  ordered  here,  I directed  Colonel  Williams  not 
to  divide  his  force,  but  to  hurry  forward.  The  enemy  are  re-enforcing 
and  massing  against  me  troops  from  Arkansas  and  Texas,  as  well  as 
the  Indian  Nation.  I learn  that  they  give  their  forces  engaged  at  the 
battle  on  the  bayou  at  4,000.  I have  your  orders  not  to  give  up  a foot  of 
soil  until  driven  from  it,  and  do  not  shrink  from  the  somewhat  heavy 
responsibilities  that  press  me.  I do  not  regard  the  massing  of  the 
rebel  force  across  the  riA^er  as  a misfortune,  if  I can  hold  out  until  re- 
enforced, and  the  enemy  will  be  more  easily  and  completely  broken  up 
there  than  anywhere  else.  I had  intended  crossing  to  attack  them 
while  the  train  was  here,  and  would  have  done  so,  but  the  rh^er  was  up, 
and  I expected  that  they  might  try  to  cross,  and  so  divide  their  forces. 
My  position  requires  the  utmost  prudence  and  circumspection. 

Again  I say  that  while  I make  no  sjiecial  appeal,  I desire  to  add  that 
I ought  to  be  re-enforced  speedily. 

Eespectfully, 

WM.  A.  FHILLIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Abstract  from,  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 
commanding,  for  May  31,  1863  ; headquarters  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

1 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Aggregate  last  re- 

turn. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Heavy. 

Field. 

11 

11 

11 

18 

District  of  Saint  Louis,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  "W.Davidson : 

11 

11 

11 

10 

108 

2,  553 

4,011 

5, 447 

5, 771 

26 

539 

634 

742 

26 

1,  321 

1, 651 

1,816 

3,  045 

55 

1, 183 

1,  818 

2,  354 

3,  895 

10 

171 

187 

187 

31 

606 

685 

730 

732 

14 

324 

446 

498 

500 

848 

Pacific  City,  Mo.,  Maj.  Jolin  McCullough 

18 

403 

442 

487 

487 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,"  Col.  John  McNeil 

44 

1, 133 

1,  315 

1,491 

2,  940 

10 

8 

Total  District  of  Saint  Louis 

343 

8,  233 

11, 200 

13,  763 

18,  228 

10 

8 

Central  District  of  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen.  Ben.  Loan: 

6 

6 

6 

6 

97 

1,723 

2, 182 

2,  705 

2,  679 

6 

Total  Central  District  of  Missouri 

103 

1,  723 

2, 188 

2,  711 

2, 685 

6 

District  of  EoUa,  Mo.,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Da- 

vies : 

Staff  (Eolla,  Mo.) 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Troops  in  district 

19 

420 

829 

1, 225 

1,  263 

Total  "nistrict  of  P.olla. ... 

28 

420 

838 

1,234 

1,  272 

Army  of  the  Frontier,  Brig.  Gen.  Francis  J.  Her- 

ron: 

Staff! 

15 

15 

15 

15 

First  Division,  Col.  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 

111 

2,016 

2,  633 

3,  488 

3, 488 

10 

Second  Division,  Brig.  Gen.William  Vandever 

128 

2,  903 

3,  632 

4,  007 

4,  007 

18 

Third  Division,  Col.  Washington  F.  Geiger. .. 

137 

2,  665 

3,  737 

4,  751 

4,  015 

6 

Detachment  under  Maj.  Charles  Banzhaf 

8 

199 

311 

351 

427 

Total  Army  of  the  Frontier 

399 

7,  783 

10,  328 

12,  612 

11,  952 

34 

District  of  Southwestern  Missouri,  Col.  WiUiam 

F.  Cloud : 

Staff  (Springfield,  Mo.l 

8 

8 

9 

9 

Sprincrficld,  Col.  John  Edwards 

71 

1,214 

1,738 

2,  500 

2,  519 

12 

N ewtonia.  Col.  John  F.  Philips 

23 

278 

434 

459 

477 

2 

Other  points 

67 

1, 132 

1,482 

2,  205 

2,  250 

Total  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri. . . 

169 

2,  624 

3,  662 

5, 173 

5,  255 

14 

District  of  Northwestern  Missouri,  Col.  Chester 

15 

338 

425 

932 

937 

Harding,  jr.  (Saint  Joseph,  Mo.). 

District  of  Northeastern  Missouri,  Col.  Odon 

Guitar : 

Staff  tPalmyra,,  Mo.) 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Troops  in  district 

24 

533 

638 

669 

1,  520 

Total  Northeastern  District  of  Missouri  . .. 

33 

533 

647 

678 

1,529 

Alton,  111.,  Col.  William  B.  Mason  (Alton,  HI.)... 

36 

438 

541 

568 

560 

* Troops  transferred  to  Vicksburg, 
t No  station  given. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  <Jc.~Contiuued. 


Present  for 
duty. 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


Command. 


<D 

fH  a 

5) 

bC 

< 


o 

w 


I2 

[3 


"Western  Arkansas  and  Indian  Territory,  Col. 
William  A.  Phillips : * 

Staff  (Fort  Blunt,  C.  N.) 

Troops  in  district 

Total  Western  Arkansas  and  Indian  Ter- 
ritory. 

District  of  Kansas,  Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt: 

Stafft 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Col.  Charles  W.  Adams  .. 
Leavenworth  City,  Capt.  Thomas  P.  Killen  .. 

Fort  Scott,  Maj.  Charles  W.  Blair 

Fort  Lamed,  (japt.  James  W.  Parinetar 

Fort  Riley,  Capt.  John  E.  Stewart 

Other  points 

Total  District  of  Kansas 

District  of  Colorado,  Col.  John  M.  Chivington 
(Denver  City). 

District  of  Kehraska,  Lieut.  Col. William  F.  Sapp 
(Omaha  City). 


25 

14 
1 

15 
3 
3 

137 


198 


46 


21 


2,  351 


2,  351 


219 

58 

268 

125 

108 

3,317 


4,  095 


780 


293 


4 

2,  692 


2, 696 


25 

343 

70 

397 

169 

154 

834 


4,  992 
1,185' 


456 


6 

3, 140 


3, 146 


26 
483 
98 
659 
199 
194 
4,  792 


6,  451 


1,535 


702 


2 

3, 109 


3,  111 


22 

582 


656 
104 
193 
5, 146 


6,  703 
1,  52^, 


706 


15 


6 

6 


6 


2 


8 

10 


EECAPITULATIOK. 


Department  staff 

District  of  Saint  Louis 

Central  District  of  Missouri 

District  of  Rolla 

Army  of  the  Frontier 

District  of  Southwestern  Missouri 

District  of  Northeastern  Missouri 

Western  Arkansas  and  Indian  Territory, 

District  of  Kansas 

District  of  Colorado 

District  of  Nebraska 

District  of  Northwestern  Missouri 

Alton,  111 

Grand  total 


11 

n 

11 

11 

343 

8,  233 

11,  200 

13,  763 

18, 228 

10 

8 

103 

28 

1,723 

420 

2,188 

838 

2,711 
1,  234 
12,612 

2, 685 
1,272 
11,  952 

6 

399 

7,783 
2,  624 
533 

10,  328 

34 

169 

33 

3,  662 
647 

5, 173 
678* 

5,255 
1,  529 
3,111 

14 

80 

2,  351 

2,  696 

3, 146 

6 

198 

4,  095 

4,992 

6,  451 

6,  703 

15 

8 

46 

21 

15 

36 

780 

293 

338 

438 

1,185 

456 

425 

541 

1,535 

702 

932 

568 

2,529 

706 

937 

560 

10 

1,482 

29,  611 

39, 169 

49,  516 

54,  478 

25 

86 

Abstract  from  return  of  the  District  of  Eastern  Aricansas,  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  M.  Prentiss, 
U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  May  31,  1863. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Pieces  of  artillery. 

Officers. 

Men. 

TTeadqTiar+.ftT.*^  District,  and  Post  of  Delena. 

13 

13 

14 

Thirteenth  Division 

170 

3,  094 

4,  292 

5. 054 

6 

Cavalry  brigade 

50 

958 

1,435 

1,765 

3 

Total.. 

233 

4,  052 

5,  740 

6,833 

9 

* Not  on  department  return  for  May. 
t No  station  given ; probably  Fort  Leavenworth. 
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Troops  in  the  District  of  Eastern  Arlmnsas,  Maj,  Gen.  Benjamin  M.  Prcn^ 
tiss,  XT.  S.  Army,  commanding,  May  31,  1863. 

POST  OF  HELENA. 

Brig.  Gen.  Leonard  F.  Ross. 

THIRTEENTH  DIVISION.* 

Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Salomon. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Samuel  A.  Foster. 

43d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Jolin  C.  Major. 
35th  Missouri,  Col.  Samuel  A.  Foster. 
‘.iSth  Wisconsin,  Maj.  Edmund  B.  Gray. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk. 

29th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  F.  Patterson. 
33d  Iowa,  Col.  Samuel  A.  Rice. 

36th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Francis  M.  Drake. 
33d  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Heath. 
3d  Iowa  Battery,  Capt.  M.  M.  Hayden. 


second  cavalry  brigade.* 


Col.  Cyrus  Bussey. 


1st  Indiana,  Maj.  Thomas  N.  Pace. 

3d  Iowa  (six  companies),  Maj.  Oliver  H.  P.  Scott. 
5th  Kansas,  Col.  Powell  Clayton. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  June  1,  1863. 

The  President  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 

President  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter,  dated  May  27,  explaining  the  reasons  which  induced  you  to  make 
a change  in  the  command  of  this  department,  and  your  wish  as  to  the 
principle  which  shall  guide  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  most  difficult  and 
important  duties.  I shall  not  fail  to  carry  out  your  wishes  to  the  fullest 
extent  in  my  power,  and  shall  be  thankful  for  such  instructions  and 
advice  as  you  may  at  any  time  be  pleased  to  give  me.  The  most  serious 
difficulty  I shall  have  to  overcome  will  arise  from  the  differences  to 
which  you  allude  between  the  factions  into  which  the  Union  people  are 
unfortunately  divided.  It  shall  be  my  highest  aim,  while  keeping  aloof 
from  either  faction,  to  reconcile  their  differences  so  far  as  my  influence 
should  extend,  or  at  least  to  so  conduct  my  administration  as  to  give 
neither  any  just  cause  of  complaint. 

I have  strong  hopes  that  the  Missouri  State  Convention  at  its  ap- 
proaching session  will  adopt  such  measures  for  the  speedy  emancipation 
of  slaves  as  will  secure  the  acquiescence  of  the  large  majority  of  Union 
men.  If  this  hope  be  realized,  one  of  my  most  embarrassing  difficulties 
will  be  removed,  or  at  least  greatly  diminished. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Thirteenth  Army  Corps,  Department  of  the  Tennessee. 


302 


MO.,  AUK.,  KANS.,  INO.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Ciiai>.  XXXIV. 


Headquarters  Department  oe  the  Missouri, 


JMaj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in- Chiefs  ^YasMngto7l^  D.  C.: 


Saint  Louis,  June  1,  18G3. 


General  : I would  like  very  much  to  have  the  troops  ih  this  depart- 
ment organized  into  an  army  corps.  1 believe  it  is  the  only  department 
in  which  there  is  no  such  organization.  I do  not  desire  to  press  the 
matter,  but  simply  ask  your  attention  to  it.  I wish  to  reorganize  the 
command  now  known  as  the  Army  of  the  Frontier,  which  has  become 
much  too  small  for  a corps,  but  too  large  for  a single  division.  It  would 
relieve  me  from  some  embarrassment  if  all  the  troops  in  my  command 
were  organized  into  a corps  and  recognized  as  such.  Will  you  please 
inform  me  soon  whether  this  can  be  done,  and  greatly  oblige,  yours, 
very  truly, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Jmie  1, 1863. 

Major-General  Blunt, 

I will  have  General  Loan  send  his  best  troops  into  the  border  coun-  j 
ties.  There  is  some  foundation  for  what  you  say  about  the  Enrolled 
Militia.  I intend  to  weed  them  out,  and  use  them  in  some  of  the  in- 
terior  counties.  J 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD,  j 

Major-General.  " 


Headquarters  District  of  Colorado,  | 

Denver,  Colo.,  June  1, 1863. 

Sir:  Having  recently  been  on  a tour  through  the  southern  part  of  5 
this  Territory  and  district,  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  guerrillas  i 
which  a few  weeks  ago  infested  that  portion  of  the  district  are  entirely 
cleared  out.  The  largest  number  have  most  likely  gone  via  the  Eed  > 
lliver  route  into  Texas. 

The  Indians,  I find,  are  somewhat  more  restive  than  usual,  but  I i 
think  they  may  be  gotten  along  with  without  fighting,  by  a firm  and 
prudent  course  on  our  i)art.  Yet  I am  not  without  fear  that  there  may  /• 
be  an  outbreak  among  thmn,  and,  in  view  of  this  condition  of  things,  I • 
have  stationed  at  Fort  Lyon,  240  miles  from  this  city,  and  which  is  the 
southeastern  key  to  this  Territory,  two  companies  of  cavalry,  one  sec-  \ 
tion  of  the  Ninth  Battery  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  and  one  company  of  j 
infantry;  at  Fort  Garland,  240  miles  from  this  city,  on  the  Eio  Grande  k 
del  Norte,  two  companies  of  cavalry  ; at  Pueblo  City,  on  the  Arkansas  -j 
Elver,  140  miles  above  Fort  Lyon  and  100  miles  from  this  city,  I have  1 
one  company  of  cavalry.  One  company  of  cavalry  is  for  the  present  j 
stationed  at  Canon  City,  60  miles  above  Pueblo  City,  on  the  Arkansas  f 
Eiver.  I have  one  company  of  cavalry  stationed  at  Camp  Collins,  65  j 
miles  north  of  this  city,  on  the  Overland  Stage  Eoute.  One  company  ^ 
of  cavalry  is  stationed  on  the  Platte  Eiver,  70  miles  below  this  city.  I 
Besides  these  companies,  I have  a detachment  of  40  cavalry  in  the  I 
South  Park,  scouting.  The  balance  of  the  troops  in  this  district  are  1 
stationed  at  Camp  Weld,  near  this  city.  They  consist  of  the  First  Col-  9 
orado  Battery,  as  yet  unarmed,  except  four  small  howitzers;  one  section  Ijl 
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of  the  Mnth  Battery  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  and  iiarts  of  four  companies 
of  cavalry. 

An  agency  for  the  Ute  Indians  is  to  be  established  in  the  Middle  Park 
this  month,  and  there  will  have  to  be  at  least  one  company  stationed 
there,  to  keep  down  the  growing  hostility  of  the  Indians  to  our  people. 

The  forces  in  this  district  have  not  been  idle  of  late.  Bands  of 
guerrillas  broke  out  simultaneously  in  all  parts  of  this  district,  and  we 
put  such  a force  on  their  track  that  we  made  short  work  of  it,  and  they 
are  all  killed,  captured,  or  dispersed.  Two  additional  companies  of 
cavalry  will  be  here  soon,  as  escort  for  the  Ute  chiefs  from  the  Missouri 
Eiver.  I deem  the  forces  in  this  district  all-sufficient  to  take  care  of  all 
the  enemies  of  the  Government,  white  or  redj  but,  should  it  be  mate- 
rially weakened,  I seriously  appreheud  there  would  be  trouble  with  both 
white  and  red.  I have  been  notified  by  General  Garleton,  commanding 
Department  of  j^ew  Mexico,  that  he  has  made  a requisition  for  all  our 
troops  to  come  to  Eew  Mexico.  I hope  that  our  people  will  not  be  left 
to  the  uncovenanted  mercy  of  the  most  virulent  Copperheads  and  treach- 
erous Indians,  thousands  of  whom  are  right  here  in  our  midst. 

I am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  CHIVIEGTOE, 

Colonel  First  Colorado  Cavalry  Volunteers,  Comdg.  JDistriet 


Headquarters  Department  or  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  June  1,  1863. 

Col.  J.  C.  Keeton, 

Asst,  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington,  J).  C. : 

I have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  General-in-Chief, 
that  the  threatened  difficulties  in  this  place  on  account  of  the  enrollment 
for  conscription,  which  prompted  my  return  from  Saint  Paul,  have  been 
satisfactorily  arranged,  and  I am  satisfied  that  the  enrollment  in  this 
State  will  be  made  without  trouble.  I was  called  on  whilst  on  my  way 
to  Saint  Paul,  by  dispatches  from  this  place  and  from  Madison,  for  sev- 
eral companies  of  troops  to  be  sent  to  Milwaukee,  to  enforce  the  enroll- 
ment, and  I was  very  unwilling  that  the  military  should  be  brought  into 
collision  with  either  the  civil  authorities  or  the  people.  I thought  it 
best  to  return  at  once,  and,  if  possible,  settle  the  matter  without  resort 
to  military  force.  It  was  done  satisfactorily.  I am  altogether  satisfied 
that  with  ordinary  prudence  the  enrollment  can  be  made  throughout 
this  department  without  any  sort  of  resistance  or  difficulty ; but  I fear 
that  in  some  cases  the  assistant  provost-marshals  for  districts  have  not 
been  the  best  that  could  have  been  selected.  Some  of  them  are  rash, 
imprudent  men,  whose  zeal  outruns  all  discretion,  and  who,  acted  upon 
by  extreme  men,  who  rather  desire  to  stir  up  a riot,  in  order  to  rid 
themselves  of  offensive  opponents,  may  probably  get  the  authorities 
into  difficulty.  I shall,  as  far  as  the  military  are  concerned,  endeavor 
to  prevent  this,  and  so  far  I have  been  successful.  I shall  go  down  to 
Iowa  day  after  to-morrow. 

In  reply  to  the  letter  of  the  General-in-Chief,  dated  May  21,  I have 
to  state  that  his  remarks  concerning  the  troubles  likely  to  be  made 
between  the  civil  and  military  authorities  in  the  State  by  imprudent 
district  commanders  had  engaged  my  attention  when  I first  reached 
here,  and  I therefore  desired  to  get  officers  of  judgment  and  discre- 
tion for  that  service;  I wished  to  place  them  in  command  of  districts  to 
avoid  these  very  disturbances  which  had  arisen  from  the  unwise  and 


304 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 


utterly  useless  action  of  provost-marshals  appointed  long  since,  and 
which  had  involved  detachments  of  soldiers  recruiting,  in  hospitah^, 
and  otherwise  on  duty.  Much  unnecessary  disturbance  of  this  kind 
had  been  made  in  Iowa,  and  whilst,  i)erhaps,  it  was  in  some  cases  una- 
voidable in  the  northern  counties  of  Iowa,  I am  convinced  that  in 
other  localities  it  was  quite  unnecessary.  I desired  to  have  brigadier- 
generals  to  command  such  districts  in  order  that  such  matters  might  be 
controlled.  You  need  not  apprehend  any  such ‘extraordinary  perform- 
ances in  this  department  as  have  characterized  some  others.  There 
is  no  sort  of  occasion  for  any  collision  between  the  civil  and  military 
authorities  iu  this  department,  nor  any  trouble  or  even  business  be- 
tween the  military  and  the  people.  I have  no  doubt,  so  far  as  the  mili- 
tary authorities  are  concerned,  everything  will  remain  quiet  in  this 
department,  and  on  that  question  I desire  to  know  precisely  how  far  I 
am  expected  to  supply  the  requisitions  or  applications  for  military 
force  from  the  provost-marshals.  Am  I to  furnish  military  aid  on  their 
application,  or  am  I to  exercise  my  own  discretion  on  the  subject?  ISTo 
instructions  have  been  received  defining  the  relations  between  the  mili- 
tary and  the  provost-marshals’  departments. 

I am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milioaulcee,  June  1,  1863. 

Col.  J.  0.  Kelton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 


Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Gen- 
eral-in-Chief, that  the  following  plan  of  operations  for  the  summer  cam- 
paign against  the  Indians  has  been  made,  and  will  be  carried  out  as 
fully  and  expeditiously  as  practicable.  The  hostile  Sioux  are  encamped 
at  Devil’s  Lake  and  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  James  Elver  (Eiviere  au 
Jacques).  There  are  a number  of  bands,  some  of  them  from  the  Upper 
Missouri.  It  is  believed  that  there  is  great  dissatisfaction  amongst 
them,  and  very  great  diflerence  of  opinion,  both  as  to  the  policy  of 
making  war  at  all  and  as  to  the  manner  and  place  of  carrying  it  on. 
It  is  very  doubtful  whether  any  sort  of  understanding  will  be  arrived 
at  betw^een  the  various  bands.  General  Sibley  marches  from  the  Upper 
Minnesota  (above  Fort  Eidgley),  with  2,000  infantry  and  800  cavalry 
and  the  necessary  batteries  of  mountain  howitzers.  He  carries  supplies 
for  upward  of  three  months.  He  will  march  nearly  direct  upon  Devil’s 
Lake,  sendiug  detachments  by  way  of  Eed  Eiver.  He  leaves  behind 
him  about  3,000  men,  under  a competent  officer,  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontier  against  moving  bands  during  his  absence.  These  troops 
are  established  at  various  iioints,  from  north  to  south,  along  the  whole 
line  of ^ outer  settlements,  and  are  certainly  more  than  sufficient,  even 
if  the  whole  of  the  Indians  should  disperse  themselves  for  such  desul- 
tory warfare.  It  is  probable  that  you  may  be  annoyed  with  complaints 
of  insufficient  forces  being  left  for  the  defense  of  frontier  settlements  ; 
such  complaints  are  sometimes  really  dictated  by  fear,  but  in  many 
cases  by  very  different  motives.  In  all  events,  you  will  understand  that 
3,000  men  are  thus  left,  and  I am  sure  no  reasonable  people  could  ask 
more.  I do  not  myself  believe  that  one-half  this  force  is  needed  for  such 
a purpose,  but  I have  left  them  in  order  that  the  timid,  spiritless  popu- 
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lation  of  foreigners  along  the  frontier  (Norwegians  and  Germans)  may 
not  abandon  their  villages  and  farms  and  pour  into  the  river  towns. 
General  Sully  moves  up  the  Missouri,  with  2,000  cavalry  and  some  light 
howitzer  batteries,  to  a point  southwest  of  DeviPs  Lake,  and  will  then 
cross  the  country  to  that  place  to  meet  Sibley,  thus  cutting  off  any  re- 
treat of  the  Indians  toward  the  Missouri  Eiver.  He  is  directed  to  move 
a portion  of  his  command  up  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri  Eiver,  in 
case  there  is  any  appuehension  of  Indian  troubles  on  the  frontier  of 
Nebraska.  Late  advices  from  there  certainly  contradict  any  report  of 
trouble  in  that  region.  As  soon  as  operations  against  the  Indians  near 
Devil’s  Lake  and  on  James  Eiver  are  completed.  Sully  is  directed  to  re- 
turn to  the  Missouri  Eiver,  to  traverse  the  whole  country  on  both  sides 
of  the  river  as  far  as  the  Black  Hills,  visiting  all  the  Sioux  tribes  he 
possibly  can.  He  will  be  supplied  with  rations  for  four  months,  to  be 
kept  on  the  steamers  which  accompany  his  expedition  up  the  river.  He 
has  a small  train  of  wagons,  and  can  move  with  great  celerity.  Sibley 
is  instructed  to  move  east  from  Devil’s  Lake  to  Pembina,  one  portion  of 
his  command  returning  on  the  west  side  of  Eed  Eiver,  whilst  the  other 
visits  Eed  Lake  and  all  the  Chippewa  tribes  between  that  place  and  the 
Mississippi  at  the  mouth  of  Crow  Wing  Eiver.  He  will  take  such  [forces] 
as  are  necessary  to  insure  quiet  in  that  region  for  some  time  to  come.  My 
own  belief  is  that  there  will  be  no  considerable,  if,  indeed,  there  be  any, 
fight.  Most  of  the  Indians  assembled  near  Devil’s  Lake  and  on  James 
Eiver  are  planting  Indians,  who  have  been  accustomed  to  depend  upon 
their  crops  of  corn  for  a large  part  of  their  supply  of  food.  The  moment 
they  find  they  will  be  prevented  from  raising  any  crops  at  all  by  the 
advance  of  our  forces,  and  that  they  must  fight  so  large  a force  success- 
fully, I do  not  doubt  that  a rery  large  part  of  them  will  come  on  and 
deliver  themselves  up.  It  will  be  well  for  the  Government  to  consider 
carefully  in  advance  what  disposition  had  best  be  made  of  such  Indians. 
There  is  no  sort  of  use  to  make  a treaty  of  peace  with  them ; such  trea- 
ties amount  to  nothing,  as  they  are  only  kept  by  Indians  as  long  as  they 
find  it  convenient;  but  such  a condition  of  things  will  give  the  Govern- 
ment the  opportunity  to  make  a final  and  favorable  disposition  of  a 
large  number  of  troublesome  Indians,  so  as  to  secure  perfect  quiet  in 
the  future.  I therefore  invite  attention  to  the  subject  at  this  early  day, 
as  I do  not  doubt  that  much  of  what  is  here  stated  as  my  belief  is  true. 
My  own  views  as  to  the  disposition  of  these  Indians  I have  already  laid 
before  the  Government,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  them  here.  A 
portion  of  the  Indians  will,  without  doubt,  take  refuge  in  the  British 
possessions,  and  such  must  be  left  to  be  dealt  with  as  the  Government 
determines  hereafter.  It  is  possible  that  I may  be  mistaken  in  this 
view  of  the  conduct  of  the  Indians,  but  even  if  they  are  united  and 
give  battle,  or  make  war  in  any  other  way,  there  is  abundant  force  to 
deal  with  them.  The  Missouri  Eiver  is  lower  than  it  has  been  for  thirty 
years,  and  as  little  snow  fell  in  the  mountains,  the  June  rise  will  be 
slight.  I fear,  therefore,  that  Sully  may  be  delayed  somewhat,  though 
I have  done  all  that  is  possible  to  prevent  it.  After  the  expedition 
leaves  the  frontier,  nothing  more  will  be  needed  by  them,  and  we  shall 
probably  hear  but  seldom  from  them  during  their  absence.  I hope 
early  in  the  autumn  to  be  able  to  send  nearly  the  whole  of  these  forces 
south. 

I am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Office  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

MilwauJceCj  June  1,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Sully, 

Commanding  First  Military  District^  Sioux  City : 

General:  Your  letter  of  May  25  is  received,  and,  in  answer,  I am 
directed  to  say  that  you  are  authorized  to  offer  rewards  for  the  appre- 
hension of  certain  Indians,  as  you  suggest.  The  major-general  com- 
manding last  autumn  offered  $500  reward  for  Litfle  Crow,  dead  or  alive. 
The  matter  of  the  delay  of  the  steamboats  for  your  expedition  has  been 
referred  to  Lieut.  Col.  F.  Myers,  chief  quartermaster,  who  is  instructed  to 
take  immediate  measures  to  get  them  forward,  either  by  substituting 
other  boats  or  by  lightening  them  of  a portion  of  their  cargoes,  so  that 
they  can  proceed.  I also  inclose  to  you  a copy  of  a telegram  received 
from  the  General-in-Chief,  in  reference  to  pursuing  the  Indians  into 
British  territory". 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  O.  SELFEIDGE, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

[Inclosure.] 

Washington,  May  30,  1863—2.35  p.  m. 

Major-General  Pope  : 

Lord  Lyons  has  deemed  it  necessary  to  refer  the  application  to  his 
Government.  Care  must  be  taken  that  our  troops  do  not  cross  the 
frontier  in  the  eagerness  of  pursuit  until  permission  is  given  by  the 
proper  authorities. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief, 


Washington,  June  2, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis : 

If  you  can  possibly  spare  some  troops,  send  them  immediately  to 
General  Grant.  They  can  be  returned  to  you  the  moment  Vicksburg 
is  taken. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

^ General-in-Chief. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  2,  1863. 

Major-General  Halleck: 

I will  send  six  regiments  of  infantry.  I can  spare  three  excellent  bat- 
teries. Shall  I send  them  also! 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 


Washington,  June  2, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Yes.  Send  everything  you  can  to  General  Grant.  Send  those  nearest, 
and  replace  them  from  the  interior.  It  is  all  important  that  Grant  have 
early  assistance, 

W.  HALLECK. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  2,  18G3. 

Major-General  Heeron,  Eolla  : 

I am  about  to  send  six  regiments  of  infantry  and  three  batteries  to 
Vicksburg.  It  is  your  privilege  to  command  them,  if  you  so  desire. 
Please  answer  immediately. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  2, 1863. 

Major-General  Herron,  Eolla: 

Send  to  Saint  Louis,  by  rail,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  Twentieth  Wis- 
consin, Ninety-fourth  Illinois,  and  the  Nineteenth  Iowa.  They  will 
bring  only  three  teams  to  each  regiment,  and  no  tents  except  for  officers. 
Other  tents  and  teams  will  be  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster  at  Eolla. 
Let  the  regimental  quartermaster  make  requisitions  for  shelter  tents  in 
Saint  Louis.  Brigadier-General  Orme  will  go  in  command  of  the  bri- 
gade if  he  so  desires. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  June  3,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis: 

General:  Your  communication  of  December  27  ultimo,  to  Lieu- 
tenant-General Holmes,  has  been  forwarded  to  me. 

The  position  you  have  taken  on  the  subject  of  the  murder  of  ten 
citizens  of  Missouri,  by  the  order  of  General  McNeil,  U.  S.  Army,  is 
not  recognized  by  me.  The  subject  is  referred  to  Eichmond  for  the 
consideration  of  the  President. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-General,  Commanding. 


War  Departiment, 
Washington,  June  3,  1863 — 4.10  p.  m. 

H Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

S General  Banks  reports  that  the  rebel  force  on  the  Arkansas  Eiver  has 
been  drawn  down  to  Shreveport,  La.,  where  they  are’  to  be  joined  by 
a Texas  force,  to  operate  in  Louisiana.  General  Carleton  reports  evi- 
p ft  dence  of  Indian  hostilities  in  Western  Kansas  and  the  western  frontier 
L;f  of  Missouri.  This  should  be  looked  to,  as  the  New  Mexico  trains  will 
kI  be  exposed. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  June  3, 1863 — 4.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

The  Secretary  of  War  authorizes  the  issue  of  clothing,  camp  and  gar- 
rison equipage  to  militia  in  active  service  under  your  command,  and  to 
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remain  in  active  service  as  long  as  the  department  commander  shall 
require  them.  This  should  enable  you  to  send  troops  down  the  river. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  3,  1863—3  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  7 p.  m.) 

General  H.  W.  Halle CK,  Washington : 

I have  concluded  to  send  eight  regiments  and  three  batteries  j the 
last  will  be  off  to-morrow.  This  leaves  me  very  weak,  but  I will  risk 
it,  in  view  of  the  vast  importance  of  Grant’s  success. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  3, 1863—11.30  p.  m., 

(Eeceived  June  4,  8.30  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief : 

Kirby  Smith  went  to  Louisiana  some  time  ago,  with  a considerable 
force.  Is  not  this  what  General  Banks  refers  to  1 My  latest  informa- 
tion is  that  Price  has  still  10,000  or  12,000  infantry  near  Little  Eock. 
If  satisfied  that  this  force  has  gone  also,  I can  send  more  troops  down 
the  river.  Shall  I run  the  risk  of  sending  them  now? 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington^  June  4, 1863 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  LouiSj  Mo. : 

I think  you  had  better  send  no  more  at  present.  The  moment  Gen- 
eral Grant  succeeds  on  the  Mississippi,  an  expedition  will  be  sent  up 
the  Arkansas  to  drive  out  Price  or  take  him  in  the  rear.  Banks  thinks 
that  most  of  Price’s  forces  have  been  drawn  south. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Hdqrs.  Thirteenth  Div.,  Thirteenth  Army  Corps, 

Helena^  Jane  4,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : From  the  best  information  we  can  gather  at  this  post 
touching  the  whereabouts,  number,  and  designs  of  the  wandering  Con- 
federates and  marauders  who  have  for  many  months  been  beaten  and 
banged  about  the  borders  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  we  judge  they  are 
about  to  mass  their  strength,  less  than  10,000,  all  told,  at  such  point  as 
will  be  convenient  for  them  to  strike  for  either  the  Missouri  or  Mississippi 
Eiver. 

Flags  of  truce  parties  have  just  returned,  one  from  Little  Eock  and 
another  from  Hughes’  Ferry,  on  the  L’Anguille,  near  to  the  headquarters 
of  Marmaduke.  Price  has  been  restive,  impatient,  and  disconsolate 
under  the  restraint  placed  upon  him  by  Lieutenant-General  Holmes, 
commandant  of  the  Trans- Mississippi  Department.  General  Holmes 
has  thought  it  best  for ‘all  hands  to  wait  the  results  at  Vicksburg.  After 
Grant  shall  have  been  destroyed  by  Pemberton,  then  Price’s  old  com- 
mand, his  Missouri  veterans,  were  to  be  transferred  to  this  department. 


Chap.  XXXIT.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION. 


309 


as  the  nucleus  around  whicli  Old  Pap  ” would  gather  an  immense 
army  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri  patriots,  with  whom  he  would  march 
triumphantly  to  the  Missouri  Eiver  and  establish  the  authority  of  Jef- 
ferson Davis  over  all  our  fair  heritage.  Price  has  insisted  upon  an 
immediate  push  toward  Eolla.  Marmaduke  says  he  has  had  enough  of 
Missouri.  Price  believes  that  the  people  of  Missouri  very  much  desire 
his  advent  among  her  oppressed  people.  Marmaduke  don’t  believe  any 
such  thing.  Price  believes  that  thousands  would  flock  to  his  standard 
could  he  but  once  unfurl  the  Confederate  flag  on  the  banks  of  the  Mis- 
souri. Marmaduke  declares  that  his  experience  in  Missouri  teaches  him 
that  Missourians  are  not  desirous  of  Confederate  protection.  Price  and 
Marmaduke,  with  about  25  officers  of  their  commands  and  numerous 
citizens,  among  them  Polk  and  others,  are  in  session  this  very  day  at 
Jacksonport.  They  are  to  look  over  the  ground  and  decide  upon  the 
summer  campaign.  Marmaduke’s  forces  are  scattered  from  Jackson- 
port to  Mount  Vernon,  near  Saint  Francis  Eiver,  his  headquarters  being 
at  Taylor’s  Creek.  His  force  numbers  about  5,000,  with  ten  pieces  of 
artillery.  Dissertations  on  civilized  warfare  have  been  passing  between 
his  command  and  this.  Price  has  three  brigades  at  or  near  Devall’s 
Blufl' ; they  aggregate  about  5,000,  with  eighteen  pieces  of  artillery. 
There  are  about  1,000  Texas,  Arkansas,  and  Missouri  horse  thieves 
banded  under  one  Colonel  Dobbin,  a notorious  brigand,  who  refuses  to 
be  restrained  by  orders  from  anybody.  I do  not  think  there  is  any  other 
force  of  moment  north  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  Kirby  Smith  has  gone 
toward  Alexandria  with  all  other  available  troops.  I do  not  believe 
that  Price’s  convention  will  conclude  to  move  anywhere  in  force  , until 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg  is  ended.  If  Grant  crushes  Pemberton,  as  he 
must,  then  there  will  be  a grand  skedaddle  for  Texas.  In  the  mean  time, 
in  small  parties,  they  will  harass  our  lines,  fire  upon  steamers,  and 
annoy  us  generally.  A rebel  success  at  Vicksburg  would  encourage 
Price  to  go  northward,  of  course.  Whether  he  visits  you  or  turns  his 
attention  to  us  at  Helena,  he  will  receive  the  attention  befitting  his 
position.  Somebody  will  be  hurt. 

Many  deserters  are  coming  to  our  lines.  They  represent  great  despond- 
ency among  both  citizens  and  Confederate  soldiers.  A quartermaster 
and  major,  who  has  been  with  General  Holmes  the  last  year,  has  just 
arrived  at  this  post,  and  at  my  headquarters  renounced  “ the  world,  the 
flesh,  the  devil,”  and  Jeff.  Davis,  and,  with  his  wife  and  children,  with 
uplifted  hands,  renewed  their  allegiance  to  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

If  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  fall,  we  have  but  little  fighting  to  do 
west  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver.  If  we  could  hang  Price  and  twenty  others 
(catch  them  first),  I believe  the  masses  might  be  easily  brought  into  the 
old  fold,  by  encouraging  all  who,  “ with  hearty  repentance  and  true 
faith,  turn  unto  ” Father  Abraham.”  Let  the  returning  prodigals  be 
met  with  open  arms  and  with  welcome  even,  when  they  shall  have  done 
works  meet  for  repentance,  and  have  forsaken  those  who  have  led  them 
into  riotous  living,  poverty,  and  husky  diet  with  the  swine. 

Then  pity,  Lord!  O Lord,  forgive ! 

Let  a repenting  rebel  live. 

The  news  from  Generals  Grant  and  Banks  is  encouraging.  May  the 
good  Lord  grant  us  a speedy  victory  and  an  entire  squelching  of  the 
rebels  in  the  Mississippi  Valley,  and  then  we  cau  go  “forward  toEich- 
mond.” 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLIKTOK  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier- General 
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Saint  LouiS;  Mo.;  June  5, 1863. 
Major-General  Blunt,  Leavenworth : 

It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  send  a regiment  of  cavalry  to  protect 
the  Santa  F6  route.  I will  try  to  send  another  to  take  its  place,  if  nec- 
essary, but  this  will  be  difficult,  as  I have  sent  a large  force  out  of  the 
department.  Please  inform  me  what  you  can  do. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Colonel  Cloud  : 


Saint  Louis,  June  5, 1863. 


I cannot  order  the  bushwhackers  to  be  shot  without  formal  trial  and 
conviction  after  they  have  been  taken  prisoners.  You  will  have  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  usual  manner.  Iron  them  heavily,  and  take  care  that  they 
do  not  escape. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  6,  1863 — 1.15  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

I have  just  received  reliable  information  from  Little  Eock,  up  to  May 
28.  Price  has  sent  some  of  his  force  to  Shreveport.  Has  six  or  seven 
thousand  infantry  and  artillery  at  Little  Eock.  Marmaduke  is  at  Jack- 
sonport  with  his  cavalry,  and  is  said  to  be  preparing  for  another  raid. 
I have  cavalry  enough  to  beat  him,  and  infantry  to  guard  important 
points  which  he  might  strike  suddenly,  but  I believe  no  more  than 
necessary. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Jmie  6, 1863. 
Col.  William  F.  Cloud,  Springfield.^  Mo.: 

A report  via  Helena  says  Price  is  moving  toward  Fort  Smith  with 
considerable  force.  The  date  of  this  report  is  not  so  late  as  that  you 
sent  me  yesterday,  but  it  will  be  well  to  look  out  for  some  such  move. 
Keep  men  down  on  the  Arkansas  Eiver  to  give  you  information.  You 
may  come  to  Saint  Louis  if  on  your  arrival  at  Lebanon  the  condition 
of  your  district  will  justify  your  absence. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General.  • 


Headquarters  Indian  Briuade, 

Fort  Blunt.,  C.  N.,  June  6,  1863 — Evening. 

Major-General  Blunt  : 

Sir  : The  last  few  days  have  witnessed  a slight  change  in  the  pro- 
gramme. The  enemy  still  lies  in  front  of  me,  across  the  river,  and  has 
thrown  up  rifle-pits  (small)  on  the  river  bank  at  the  fords.  Their  actual 
strength  at  present  (although  reported  11,000)  is,  to  the  best  of  my  judg- 
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ment  aucl  information,  between  5,000  and  6,000  men.  They  report  that 
they  have  sent  for  re-enforcements,  and  they  pretend  to  tell  their  secesh 
friends  that  Marmaduke^s  forces  are  coming  round,  which,  when  added 
to  what  they  have  massed  of  Steele’s,  Cabell’s,  Cooper’s,  and  Crump’s 
(Texans),  will  make  about  all  they  can  scrape  up  in  Arkansas  or  the 
Indian  Nation.  Such  a force  would  not  only  coop  me  up  within  my 
works,  but  give  me  a severe  siege,  but  I am  not  discouraged.  1 hope, 
however,  my  re-enforcements  will  reach  me  before  anything  of  the  kind 
occurs. 

The  most  remarkable  event  was  a cavalry  raid  across  the  Arkansas 
River  at  Greenleaf,  16  miles  below.  They  crossed  in  the  night,  in  heavy 
force,  and  went  to  Park  Hill  and  Tahlequah.  There  they  divided,  one 
part  swinging  round  to  Evansville,  and  some  400  or  500,  with  Colonel 
Watie,  going  to  Maysville.  The  condition  of  my  stock  would  not  war- 
rant my  following  either  party,  but  I have  small  scout  and  spies  watch- 
ing here,  and  if  they  come  within  50  miles,  on  their  return,  will  try  and 
take  them.  I immediately,  on  hearing  of  this  raid  (which  I did  imme- 
diately from  my  scouts),  sent  a warning  to  Colonel  Williams,  fearing 
that  the  whole  column,  with  what  Livingston,  Harrison,  and  others  have 
about  Maysville  and  Southeast  Missouri,  might  mass  on  him.  If  he  is 
on  the  way  down  he  is  safe,  as  the  half  of  the  column  that  went  up  will 
be  at  Maysville  to-night. 

I earnestly  desire,  as  soon  as  the  re-enforcements  you  have  promised 
me  arrive,  to  break  up  the  enemy  in  front  of  me,  which  will  open  the 
gates  to  the  Creek  Nation  and  prevent  them  from  harassing  my  line 
with  any  force  of  consequence.  Substantially,  I have  had  a siege,  al- 
though out,  and  striking  whenever  they  venture  within  striking  range 
on  this  side  of  the  river. 

I apprehend  that  the  extreme  tenacity  with  which  the  rebels  contest 
this  point  is  due  to  the  double  fear  that  my  advance  south  of  the  river 
would  leave  us  the  whole  Indian  Nation,  and  at  the  same  time  menace 
their  overland  line  of  supply  for  the  whole  Confederacy,  which  largely 
comes  from  Mexico.  At  all  events,  they  seem  bent  on  getting  me  out 
of  here.  My  fortifications,  though  not  finished,  are  in  good  order  for 
defense. 

I am,  with  respect, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  Cav.  Briu.,  2d  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camjg  Herron^  Mo..,  June  6, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Louis  : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  instructions 
from  Brigadier-General  Yandever,  I have  assumed  command  of  the  cav- 
alry belonging  to  the  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 

I have  the  honor  to  inclose  returns  * of  the  cavalry  under  my  com- 
mand, including  one  section  Peoria  Light  Artillery. 

The  Second  Battalion  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers  have  been 
sent  to  the  river  with  the  infantry,  to  escort  back  the  train  to  this  post. 
I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  WICKERSHAM, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade,  Second  Division. 


Not  found. 


312  MO.,  ARK.,  KAKS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 

Hdqrs.  Cav.  Brig.,  2d  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Pilot  Knohj  June  7,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Dayidson, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Louis  : 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  state  that  on  yesterday  I received  conflict- 
ing orders  from  you  and  from  department  headquarters. 

I have  under  my  command  the  First,  Third,  Sixth,  and  Seventh  Mis- 
souri Volunteer  Cavalry,  Tenth  Illinois  Volunteer  Cavalry,  and  one  sec- 
tion Peoria  Light  Artillery.  , 

I would  respectfully  ask  that  the  name  or  title  of  my  command  and 
the  troops  composing  it  may  be  definitely  ordered,  to  prevent  future 
misapprehensions. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  WICKEESHAM, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

jSTo.  47.  j Saint  Louis ^ June  7,  1863. 

I.  Authority  having  been  given  by  the  War  Department  to  furnish 
clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  and  medical  supplies  to  the  En- 
rolled Missouri  Militia  in  continuous  active  service,  under  the  command 
of  the  commanding  general  of  the  department,  requisitions  will  be  made 
in  due  form  by  the  proper  officers  for  such  of  the  above-named  supplies 
as  are  required  by  the  eight  provisional  regiments  now  in  service. 
These  requisitions  will  be  based  upon  the  number  of  men  now  actually 
iu  service,  and  will  bear  the  certificate  of  the  regimental  commander  to 
their  correctness,  and  be  approved  by  the  commander  of  the  district  in 
which  they  are  serving.  The  requisitions,  so  certified  to  and  approved, 
will  be  forwarded  to  these  headquarters  without  delay. 

Officers  of  the  Enrolled  Militia  desiring  to  draw  subsistence  for  their 
men  must  certify  upon  their  provision  returns  that  the  troops  returned 
for  are  in  actual  service,  and  that  all  the  men  returned  for  are  actually 
present  for  duty. 

The  United  States  officers  in  command  of  each  district  will  inform 
the  commissaries  in  their  districts  of  the  regiments  and  companies  of 
Enrolled  Militia  that  are  in  service,  the  number  of  men  for  duty,  and  to 
whom  they  may  issue  rations,  without  referring  the  returns  to  the  dis- 
trict commander.  Commissaries  will  report  to  the  chief  commissary  of 
the  department  any  officers  whom  they  have  reason  to  believe  return 
for  more  men  than  are  actually  in  service  and  present  for  duty  at  the 
time  the  return  is  made. 

Eegimental  quartermasters  should  draw  the  subsistence  for  their  regi- 
ments upon  consolidated  provision  returns,  and  distribute  them  to  their 
companies. 

IT.  Maj.  J.  A.  Cami)bell,  assistant  adjutant- general  volunteers,  having 
reported  for  duty,  in  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  I^^’o.  228,  Paragraph 
II,  current  series,  from  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  is  hereby  assigned 
to  duty  at  these  headquarters,  to  date  from  4th  instant. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

A.  V.  COLBUEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  AIissouri, 

Saint  Louis,  June  8,  18G3. 

Brigadier-General  Carleton, 

Commanding  Department  of  New  Mexico  : 

General  : I inclose  berewith  a copy  of  a letter  to  Colonel  Chivington, 
commanding  District  of  Colorado,  instructing  him  to  render  you  what- 
ever assistance  he  may  be  able  should  he  be  called  upon. 

1 am  also  taking  immediate  steps  toward  re  enforcing  the  Santa  Fe 
line,  so  as  to  render  it  safe,  and  will  inform  you  before  long  what  troops 
I shall  be  able  to  send  there. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 

[In  closure.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  June  8,  1863. 

Col.  J.  M.  Chivington, 

Commanding  District  of  Colorado : 

Colonel  : I have  received  information  from  Brigadier- General  Carle- 
ton  that  a rebel  force  from  Texas  is  threatening  a movement  into  the 
Department  of  New  Mexico,  and  that  it  may  be  necessary  that  he  should 
be  re-enforced  very  suddenly.  You  will,  therefore,  please  hold  yourself 
in  readiness  to  render  him  any  assistance  in  jmur  power,  should  it  be- 
come necessary;  and,  if  called  upon,  you  may  move,  with  such  of  your 
command  as  may  be  spared  without  jeopardizing  your  own  district,  to 
General  Carleton’s  assistance,  subject  to  his  orders,  and  without  waiting 
for  further  orders  from  these  headquarters,  reporting,  however,  anything 
of  the  kind  you  may  do.  In  this  matter  you  are  to  exercise  your  own 
discretion,  however,  as  to  the  necessities  of  your  own  district. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  > Hdqrs.  of  Troops  on  Santa  F^  Eoad, 

No.  1.  j Fort  Lamed,  Kans.,  June  8,  1863‘. 

In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  116,  issued  from  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  District  of  Kansas,  dated  Fort  Leavenworth,  June  1,  1863, 
the  undersigned  assumes  command  of  all  the  troops  on  the  Santa  F6  road 
within  the  District  of  Kansas. 

J.  H.  LEAVENWOETH, 
Colonel  Second  Regiment  Colorado  Volunteers. 


Headquarters, 

New  Madrid,  Mo.,  June  9,  1863. 

H.  C.  Fillebrown, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjiotant- General : 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here,  with  seven  com- 
panies of  my  regiment,  on  the  7th  instant.  The  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  left 
upon  our  arrival.  The  general  feeling  in  this  portion  of  the  State,  as 
you  are  doubtless  aware,  is  adverse  to  our  cause.  From  the  best  infor- 
mation I have  been  able  to  collect  in  the  brief  period  I have  been  here, 
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there  are  in  this  vicinity  about  700  of  Jeff.  Thompson’s  men.  They  are 
scattered,  many  of  them  being  at  their  homes,  but  all  ready  to  concen- 
trate at  a moment’s  notice.  Jeff',  himself  was  reported  to  be  at  Point 
Pleasant,  8 miles  below  here,  yesterday  noon.  A few  of  his  men  showed 
themselves  5 miles  west  of  town.  I am  in  great  need  of  cavalry,  to 
scout  and  for  pickets.  If  consistent  with  your  views,  I hope  they  will 
be  sent  immediately — one  or  two  companies.  I am  pressing  horses  from 
the  vicinity  to-day,  to  send  out  to  collect  information.  I have  not  among 
my  men  a single  man  familiar  with  the  use  of  artillery.  Can  you  not 
send  me  a sergeant  as  instructor  ? 

I am,  captain,  most  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  K.  MILLS, 

Colonel  Twenty-fourth  Missouri  Volunteers^  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I should  have  added  that  Cajitain  Bonner  is  at  the  landing  here, 
with  his  gunboat,  from  Island  No.  10,  and  urges  strongly  that  some 
cavalry  should  be  sent  here.  He  returns  to  the  island  immediately. 


Headquarters  Camp  Ben.  Butler, 

June  9,  1863. 

Maj.  C.  W.  Blair, 

Commanding  Post,  Fort  Scott,  Kans. : 

Major  : The  messenger,  with  dispatches  from  General  Blunt,  found 
me  en  route  to  Diamond  Grove,  and  as  I had  made  arrangements  with 
the  Newtonia  forces  to  move  at  the  same  time,  I did  not  think  it  proper 
to  give  up  the  trip,  but  marched  on,  and  had  reached  the  vicinity  of 
Keeder’s,  on  Turkey  Creek,  at  4 p.  m.,  when  the  same  messenger  came 
up  and  informed  me  that  my  camp  was  attacked  by  a large  force  of  the 
enemy.  This,  in  connection  with  information  which  I had  the  day  pre- 
viously received  from  Colonel  Phillips,  that  a body  of  the  enemy,  1,200 
in  number,  was  marching  in  my  direction,  determined  me  to  return  to 
camp,  which  I did,  arriving  here  at  9.30  p.  m.,  having  marched  30  miles 
and  forded  three  large  streams  in  ten  hours.  It  was  my  intention  to 
press  sufficient  wagons  to  convey  my  commissary  and  ordnance  supplies, 
and  then  march  immediately  for  Fort  Gibson,  to  the  relief  of  Phillips, 
but  this  failure  will  prevent  my  moving  at  all,  without  the  destruction 
of  a large  amount  of  ordnance  stores,  consisting  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition now  in  my  possession,  as  well  as  my  commissary  supplies.  In 
view  of  this,  I again  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  sending  me  trans- 
portation, to  move  at  once.  I have  some  quartermaster’s  and  ordnance 
supplies  in  Fort  Scott,  awaiting  transportation,  which  I very  much  need 
before  going  below,  and  I hope  that  they  may  come  forward  at  once, 
with  sufhcient  transportation  to  move  my  supplies.  I have  written  to 
Captain  Insley  as  to  what  I need. 

' I do  not  know  who  it  was  that  made  the  attack  on  the  camp.  They 
are  nowhere  to  be  seen  this  morning,  and,  as  I have  no  cavalry,  I am 
without  the  proper  requisites  to  make  a successful  reconnaissance.  They 
succeeded  in  stampeding  some  of  the  battery  horses,  which  could  have 
been  entirely  prevented  had  there  been  any  mounted  men  here  for  picket 
and  outpost  duty.  I feel  that  there  is  a fault  somewhere  in  not  furnish- 
ing a small  cavalry  force  for  operations  against  these  bandits. 

I am,  major,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

j.  m.  williams, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
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General  Orders,  > Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

1^0.  48.  ) Saint  Louis ^ June  9,  1863. 

I.  The  Indian  Territory,  the  State  of  Kansas  south  of  the  38th  par- 
allel, the  western  tier  of  counties  of  Missouri  south  of  the  same  parallel, 
and  the  western  tier  of  counties  of  Arkansas  will  constitute  the  Dis- 
trict of  the  Frontier,  and  will  be  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  James  G. 
Blunt  5 headquarters  at  Fort  Scott,  or  in  the  field. 

The  State  of  Kansas  north  of  the  38th  parallel,  and  the  two  western 
tiers  of  counties  of  Missouri  north  of  the  same  parallel  and  south  of  the 
Missouri  Eiver  will  constitute  the  District  of  the  Border,  and  will  be 
commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  jr.  j headquarters  at  Kansas 
City. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Brown  will  relieve  Brig.  Gen.  Ben.  Loan  in  command 
of  the  District  of  Central  Missouri. 

Maj.  L.  O.  Easton,  assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  is  assigned 
to  duty  as  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Districts  of  Nebraska,  of  Colorado, 
of  the  Border,  and  of  the  Frontier. 

II.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  O.  Broadhead,  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 
is  appointed  provost-marshal-general  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

A.  Y.  COLBUBN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Northwest, 

No.  21.  1 Milwaukee,  TFis.,  June  9,  1863. 

Surg.  T.  M.  Getty,  IJ.  S.  Army,  having  reported  for  duty  at  these 
headquarters,  is  announced  as  medical  director  for  this  department, 
and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Pope : 

E.  O.  SELFElDGE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  10,  1863. 
Major-General  Blunt,  Fort  Leavenworth : 

It  is  impossible  to  send  you  any  considerable  re-enforcements.  A 
large  part  of  my  force  has  been  sent  to  Vicksburg.  If  Phillips  cannot 
maintain  his  present  line  without  too  great  risk,  he  must  fall  back.  I 
will  have  plenty  of  troops  for  aggressive  movements  as  soon  as  Vicks- 
burg is  taken ; until  that  time  we  are  compelled  to  act  defensively.  In 
view  of  the  importance  of  operations  in  the  southwest,  I have  decided 
to  remove  your  headquarters  to  Fort  Scott,  or  in  the  field,  and  have 
made  some  change  in  district  organization.  The  order  will  reach  you 
in  a few  days.  It  may  be  well  for  you  to  go  to  the  front  soon,  so  as  to 
decide  for  yourself  what  is  necessary  to  be  done.  • 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  10,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W,  Davidson, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  as  I could  not  succeed  in 
bringing  before  you  the  man  who  was  in  the  lines  of  Marmaduke,  I took 
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liis  statement  circumstantially.  He  left  bis  lines  one  week  ago  last  Sat- 
urday, at  a point  immediately  below  Chalk  Bluff.  Marmaduke’s  force 
consists  of  Burbridge’s,  Greene’s,  and  Carter’s  brigades,  and  the  regi- 
ment of  Dobbin,  600  strong,  made  up  by  the  consolidation  of  the  swamp 
guerrillas.  They  are  on  the  extreme  north  of  his  line,  excepting  the 
little  guerrilla  force  of  Thompson  hovering  about  Bloomfield  and  below. 
The  whole  force  is  actively  engaged  in  shoeing  horses  and  fitting  up 
for  a move. 

There  was  an  additional  force  of  4,000  drawn  from  Little  Eock,  con- 
structing a military  road  from  near  Little  Eock  to  Wittsburg,  on  the 
Saint  Francis.  They  were  making  a very  good  road,  bridging  streams 
and  corduroying  swamps.  He  did  not  learn  from  them  their  destina- 
tion. These  are  all  the  facts.  His  deductions  are,  first,  that  an  imme- 
diate movement  is  contemplated  j second,  that  they  intend  to  operate 
to  seize  and  hold  some  point  on  the  river,  to  obstruct  navigation  and 
seize  supplies,  and,  third,  that  the  road  is  intended  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  up  supplies  and  as  a line  of  retreat.  He  estimates  Marma- 
duke’s  force  at  6,000  to  8,000,  mostly  armed ; horses  pretty  good;  forage 
sufficient  along  and  each  side  of  Crowley’s  Eidge.  He  does  not  credit 
the  rumor  that  Price  has  moved  west,  but  believes  he  will  co-operate 
with  Marmaduke,  with  his  base  at  or  near  Little  Eock.  He  is  intelli- 
gent, and,  I believe,  truthful ; he  has  formerly  been  a captain  in  Price’s 
army.  I give  it  to  you  as  I got  it.  I do  not  doubt  the  facts  as  stated. 
You  can  judge  better  than  I as  to  his  deductions.  I was  relieved  from 
duty  here  too  late  to  leave  yesterday;  I go  to-day. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  EOGEES, 

Colonel  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 


In  Caddo  Camp, 

Thirty  miles  f rom  Fort  Lamed ^ Kans.,  June  11, 1863. 
Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis, 

Asst  Adjt  Gen.j  District  of  Kansas^  Fort  LeavemcortJi : 

Major  : A large  body  of  Comanche  Indians  have  just  arrived  at  the 
Big  Bend  of  the  Arkansas,  with  3,000  or  4,000  horses  and  ponies  (so 
reported),  many  of  them  large  American  horses.  These,  with  the  great 
number  of  Comanches  heretofore  on  the  Arkansas — with  the  Kiowas, 
Apaches,  Cheyennes,  Arapahoes,  and  Caddoes — fill  this  part  of  Kansas 
full  to  repletion  with  Indians,  and,  if  anything  should  occur  to  arouse 
their  passions,  nothing  could  save  us  all  from  certain  destruction,  and 
unless  some  more  troops  are  sent  promptly  on  to  this  Santa  Fd  route,  I 
cannot  vouch  for  its  safety  one  day. 

To-day,  in  coming  down  the  river,  I met  a great  number  of  teams 
bound  to  Kew  Mexico,  mostly  owned  by  Mexicans,  and  about  three  in 
every  five  were  loaded  with  whisky.  Is  this  proper  ? They  have  no 
permits  to  carry  this  article — only  passes  for  a number  of  men  to  go 
and  return  from  and  to  Kew  Mexico.  FTow,  it  only  requires  a spark  to 
set  the  whole  of  this  country  in  a blaze.  Let  a few  Indians  threaten 
one  of  these  Mexican  trains  but  with  a show,  and  compel  them  to  give 
them  one  canteen  of  whisky,  and  fearful,  indeed,  may  be  the  couse- 
quences.  There  is  whisky  enough  in  one  train  that  I met  to-day  to 
intoxicate  every  Indian  on  the  plains.  I shall  send  an  express  to  Cap- 
tain Eouell,  at  Council  Grove,  to  stop  every  train  that  has  liquor  until 
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he  receives  orders  from  the  general  on  this  subject.  The  train  I met 
to  day  1 placed  in  charge  of  a guard,  to  keep  the  Indians  from  it,  and 
shall  hold  it  and  every  other  one  until  I receive  orders  about  them, 
which,  I hope,  will  be  without  delay. 

Please  send  me  all  orders  in  relation  to  permits  to  ship  goods  from 
the  Missouri  Eiver  over  the  plains  to  New  Mexico,  if  there  are  any.  1 
am  greatly  in  want  of  a few  more  troops  here.  Could  I have  the  two 
companies  of  my  regiment  now  in  Colorado,  and  have  them  mounted, 
together  with  the  two  sections  of  the  Ninth  Wisconsin  Battery,  at  Port 
Lyon,  I should  not  call  for  any  more  troops  until  the  general  makes  his 
move  into  Texas. 

Please  forward  all  the  men  at  or  near  Port  Leavenworth  that  belong 
to  the  Ninth  Wisconsin  Battery,  now  there.  They  are  very  much 
wanted  with  the  section  at  JFort  Lamed. 

Captain  [N.  L.]  Benter  marched  for  Port  Eiley  on  the  morning  of  the 
10th,  with  instructions  to  move  slowly,  by  the  way  of  Council  Grove,  so 
as  to  be  on  hand  for  anything  that  might  occur  on  the  Santa  Pd  road.  I 
did  not  feel  authorized  to  keep  him,  as  Captain  [H.  N.  P.]  Eead  had 
been  ordered  to  Port  Lamed. 

Lieutenant  [George  P.]  Crocker  shot  himself,  accidentally,  yesterday, 
and  will  be  laid  up  for  weeks.  I at  once  sent  a request  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  [S.  P.]  Tappan  to  detach  an  officer  from  Port  Lyon  to  this  sec- 
tion of  the  Ninth  Wisconsin  Battery,  there  being  two  sections  of  that 
battery  at  that  post. 

This  is  all  the  paper  I have;  consequently  cannot  keep  a copy. 
Please  return  me  a copy  for  file. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  LEAVENWOETH, 

Colonel  Second  Regiment  Colorado  Volunteers^  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Major  Colley,  the  Indian  agent  for  the  Upper  Arkansas,  has 
just  said  to  me,  if  the  New  Mexican  trains  are  allowed  to  carry  whisky 
to  the  extent  seen  to-day,  that  he  very  much  fears  for  the  consequences, 
as  they  will  sell,  more  or  less,  to  the  Indians. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  11,  1863. 

(Eeceived  June  12, 1.33  a.  m.) 


Major-General  Halleck, 

General  in-  Chief ; 


A man  just  in  from  Little  Eock  reports  that  Price  left  there  a week 
since  with  four  brigades,  of  about  1,200  men  each,  with  five  days’  ra- 
tions, professing  to  attack  Helena.  He  had  two  batteries  of  four  guns 
each,  and  intended  to  join  Marmaduke  near  the  Saint  Prancis.  My 
opinion  is  that  he  has  gone  to  Jacksonport  to  create  a diversion  of  troops 
from  Vicksburg.  He  has  not  been  heard  of  near  Helena.  Kirby  Smith 
sent  orders  that  Price  should  create  a diversion.  His  force  is  badly 
armed.  Little  Eock  is  left  with  one  brigade.  Supplies  and  provisions 
very  scarce  there.  Eiver  too  low  for  navigation.  Price  may  be  looked 
for  in  Southeastern  Missouri,  in  my  judgment.  Prentiss  does  not  report 
to  me  any  force  near  him. 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-General. 
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War  Department, 
Washington^  June  12,  1863 — 12.05  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis,  Mo, : 

It  is  reported  to  me  that  Price,  with  about  4,000  men  and  eight  pieces 
of  artillery,  has  gone  to  Jackson  port  to  make  a raid  into  Southeastern 
Missouri. 

H.  W.  HALLEGK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  13, 1863. 

(Keceived  4.40  p.  m.) 

H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief : 

It  seems  impossible  to  send  more  troops  west  from  Kansas.  General 
Blunt  is  continually  asking  for  re-enforcements  for  Colonel  Phillips,  at 
Port  Gibson.  Price  is  threatening  Southeastern  Missouri.  I will  arm 
some  more  militia,  and  send  a regiment  of  cavalry  west.  I am  told  no 
more  troops  can  be  raised  there. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  13, 1863. 

(Eeceived  June  14,  9.45  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief : 

I believe  Price  intends  to  strike  some  post  on  the  river,  probably 
New  Madrid.  I have  only  one  small  regiment  there,  and  cannot  send  ’ 
any  more.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  abandon  that  place,  under  these 
circumstances  ? 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  June  14,  1863 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

New  Madrid  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  would  close  the  river.  It 
must  be  held.  In  case  of  danger,  get  re-enforcements  from  Island  No. 
10,  Columbus,  and  Cairo.  General  Hurlbut  will  be  ordered  to  give  you 
all  possible  aid.  Also  apply  to  Captain  Pennock,  at  Cairo,  for  aid  of 
any  gunboats  on  hand.  Strengthen  the  works.  Impress  labor  for  that 
purpose,  if  necessary.  Put  a reliable  officer  in  command,  with  orders 
to  hold  it  to  the  last  moment. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  14,  1863. 
Governor  Gamble,  Jefferson  City : 

Additional  demands  upon  me  for  troops  compel  me  to  ask  you  for  four 
additional  regiments  of  Enrolled  Militia  for  active  service  for  thirty  days. 
I would  suggest  that  they  be  called  out  in  Saint  Louis  County,  as  they 
will  probably  be  required  at  Pilot  Knob  and  Eolla. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis ^ ilfo.,  July  15,  18G3. 


Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  JJ.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.: 


Colonel  : I have  received,  from  various  sources,  official  and  unoffi- 
cial, reports  of  fraud,  corruption,  and  maladministration  in  the  Depart- 
ment and  District  of  Kansas,  while  under  the  command  of  Major-General 
Blunt,  which  seem  to  demand  official  investigation.  These  reports  are 
not  sufficiently  circumstantial  as  to  details  to  enable  me  to  frame  specific 
charges  against  particular  individuals.  Hence  a court  of  inquiry  seems 
to  be  the  only  method  of  ascertaining  the  facts  and  bringing  the  guilty 
to  punishment.  I therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  a court  of  in- 
quiry be  appointed  by  the  President,  with  full  power  to  inquire  into  the 
whole  matter. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

* J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  June  15, 1863. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Pennock, 

^ ^ Fleet  Capt.  and  Station  Commandant,  Mississippi  Squadron  : 

Sir:  By  direction  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  I have  instructed  the 
commanding  officer  at  Kew  Madrid  to  call  upon  you  for  assistance  in 
I case  of  danger  to  that  place,  which  I have  reason  to  apprehend.  I re- 
+ spectfully  request  that,  in  the  event  supposed,  you  will  give  him  all  the 
aid  in  your  power,  and  inform  me  promptly  what  you  are  able  to  do. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

(Copies  furnished  commanding  officers  Cairo,  111.,  Island  Ko.  10,  and 
Columbus,  Ky.) 


Fort  Leavenworth,  June  15, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

; Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

; The  proposed  regiment  reliable  for  service  indicated.  Colonel  Penick 
turned  over  arms  at  Kansas  City,  and  took  regiment  to  Saint  Joseph  by 
i boat  and  landed.  Three  hundred  guerrillas  reported  as  threatening  In- 
dependence,  being  10  miles  southeast  of  the  town.  General  Blunt  has 
^ ordered  withdrawal  of  troops  from  border  to  re-enforce  Independence. 
1 1 will  assume  command  at  Kansas  Citv  to-morrow  morning. 

^ THOMAS  EWIKG,  Jr., 

: Brigadier-General. 


Hdqrs.  1st  Brigade,  1st  Division,  15th  Army  Corps, 

June  15,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield,  Commanding : 

General  : On  my  arrival  here  I found  that  I was  the  senior  colonel 
of  this  brigade,  and,  by  the  advice  of  General  Blair,  I reported  to  Gen- 
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eral  Steele  for  duty,  and  was  immediately  assigned  by  bim  to  this  com- 
mand. I trust  that  my  conduct  will  meet  with  your  approbation.  I 
have  seen  but  little  active  service,  and  I should  ever  reproach  myself 
were  I to  go  through  this  war  without  having  participated  in  a general 
engagement. 

I have  written  to  Captain  Foster  to  furnish  you  with  a full  report.  I 
would  be  much  i)leased  if  you  would  send  an  officer  of  youi'  staff  to 
examine  the  books  and  papers  of  the  office  previous  to  receiving  Cap- 
tain Fosters  report. 

I take  great  pleasure  in  recommending  to  you  Captain  Foster  as  my 
successor.  The  captain  is  a man  of  property  and  well  connected  iii 
Missouri.  He  acted  as  quartermaster  in  the  Home  Guards ; was  assist- 
ant paymaster  under  Colonel  Smith,  paymaster-general  of  Missouri ; 
afterward  served  in  my  office  as  clerk,  and  on  the  organization  of  my 
regiment  was  tendered  by  me  the  position  Of  regimental  quartermaster,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  until  promoted  and  assigned  to  duty  by  Major- 
General  Curtis  in  my  office.  He  is  well  acquainted  with  the  duties  of 
the  office,  and,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  has  ever  shown  himself  an 
honest  and  trustworthy  officer. 

Permit  me,  general,  to  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  kind  con- 
sideration which  you  have  ever  shown  me,  and,  with  feelings  of  respect 
and  gratitude,  I remain,  yours,  truly, 

BBENARD  G.  FAERAE, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  June  15, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  Jr., 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  following  militia 
organizations  in  that  portion  of  Kansas  in  your  military  district  all 
supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition,  to  wit:  Capt.  John  James,  Olathe, 
Johnson  County,  50  men;  Capt.  S.  M.  Wood,  Council  Grove,  Morris 
County,  50  men  ; sheriff  of  Miami  County,  50  men;  Capt.  Henry  Weber, 
Douglas  County,  45  men;  Captain  Bailey,  Osage  County,  50  men,  and 
Capt.  P.  S.  Ferguson,  Wyandotte  County,  50  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  BOEING, 

Ca/ptain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  16, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  Brown,  Jefferson  City : 

General  Ewing  reports  guerrillas  in  force  threatening  Lexington  and 
Independence.  If  you  can  spare  any  force  from  the  western  part  of 
your  district,  send  them  in  that  direction. 

Inform  me  when  the  Fanny  Ogden,  with  the  Eleventh  Kansas  on 
board,  passes  up. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 
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Jeffeeson  City,  June  16, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

The  Fanny  Ogden  passed  here  yesterday  about  2 o’clock.  I will  try 
and  send  a force  toward  Lexington.  The  troops  are  much  scattered  in 
this  district. 

E.  B.  BEOWK, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Headquaetees  Depaetment  of  the  Missouei, 

Saint  LouiSy  June  16, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Ewino, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Bordery  Kansas  City : / 

Geneeal:  I have  sent  the  parts  of  the  Sixth  Kansas  and  Third 
Wisconsin  Cavalry  which  were  at  Eolla  to  Fort  Scott,  the  entire  Sixth 
Kansas  to  be  placed  under  General  Blunt,  and  the  Third  Wisconsin  to 
be  concentrated  at  Fort  Scott,  and  there  await  further  orders.  My  in- 
tention is  to  send  it  on  to  the  Santa  F6  route,  or  on  to  the  telegraph  line 
in  Nebraska,  or,  perhaps,  both,  as  circumstances  may  require.  It  will 
probably  be  necessary  to  send  four  companies  into  Nebraska,  though  I 
hope  only  temporarily.  I expect  a battalion  from  Ohio  in  a few  weeks 
for  that  service.  I prefer  not  to  divide  the  Third  Wisconsin  again  if  it 
can  be  avoided,  and  would  like  to  send  the  whole  of  it  into  the  Santa 
F4  line. 

Please  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  ascertain  what  disposition  of  troops 
will  be  best  under  the  circumstances,  and  inform  me  by  the  time  the 
Third  Wisconsin  is  concentrated  at  Fort  Scott. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 


Headquaetees  Disteiot  of  the  Boedee, 

Kansas  Cityy  Mo,,  June  17, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Comdg,  De;partment  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo, : 

Geneeal  : The  report  I sent  you  from  Leavenworth,  as  to  the  guer- 
rilla force,  I think  was  greatly  exaggerated,  though  it  is  confirmed  by 
the  last  advices  I have.  I sent  a force  of  about  200  to  meet  it  last  even- 
ing, and  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  abundant. 

I cannot  yet  tell  whether  the  force  allowed  me  will  be  sufficient,  but 
think  it  will  when  I get  it  arranged  and  distributed  to  suit  me.  I shall 
want  to  place  half  of  one  of  the  militia  regiments  along  the  border  line. 

General  Blunt  is  very  emphatic  in  his  declarations  of  danger  to  Colo- 
nel Phillips,  and  asks’  that  one  battery,  the  four  companies  of  the  Sixth 
Kansas  at  Kolia,  and  the  Twelfth  Kansas,  which  I propose  to  relieve 
with  the  Eleventh  Kansas,  be  sent  to  him  at  Fort  Scott.  Ho  says  with 
that  he  can  not  only  hold  Fort  Gibson,  but  also  take  and  hold  Fort 
Smith.  He  says  that,  by  order  of  General  Curtis,  the  Thirteenth  re- 
ported to  him,  and  that  he  will  send  that  regiment  to  Colonel  Phillips 
as  soon  as  the  men  can  be  collected  at  Fort  Scott,  say  the  last  of  this 
month.  The  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth,  you  wilt  recollect,  are  infantry 
regiments,  and  the  former  is  nearly  a maximum  regiment. 

The  information  I gather  as  to  the  danger  of  Phillips’  command  does 
not  all  of  it  support  the  general’s  information.  I am  satisfied,  however, 
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that  the  force  there  is  insufficient  to  maintain  that  advanced  position 
and  keep  undisturbed  the  line  of  communication,  and  that  the  force 
asked  for  by  General  Blunt  is  not  too  large,  with  what  he  has,  to  take 
possession  of  Fort  Smith  and  the  country  behind  it. 

I need  very  much  two  mountain  howitzers,  which  I wish  you  would 
direct  Colonel  Callender  to  send  to  the  ordnance  officer  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth. There  are  none  in  my  district,  unless  the  militia  regiments  have 
them,  those  belonging  to  Colonel  Lynde’s  regiment  (Ninth  Kansas)  hav- 
ing been  taken  from  it,  you  may  recollect,  and  given  to  Colonel  Phillips’ 
regiment  last  winter. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  June  17,  1863. 

Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Sir  : I send  below  a statement  asked  for  by  you  of  the  forces  in  this 
district  and  their  stations.  I can  give  only  the  names  of  the  companies 
of  the  Sixth,  Ninth,  and  Twelfth  Kansas,  and  the  number  of  companies 
of  the  First  and  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia.  1 applied  at  General 
Blunt’s  headquarters  for  a copy  of  the  last  tri- monthly  return  for  the 
District  of  Kansas,  but  failed  to  get  it.  I suppose  Captain  [Horace  G.] 
Boring,  to  whom  I applied,  forgot  to  send  it  here,  as  he  promised  to  do. 

Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Companies  A and  H,  stationed  at  Westport, 
Mo. ; Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  A,  Paola,  Miami  County,  Kan- 
sas; Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  F,  Trading  Post,  Linn  County, 
Kansas;  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  D,  Butler,  Bates  County, 
Missouri;  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  E,  Coldwater,  Miami 
County,  Kansas;  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  H,  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, Kans.  (escorts) ; Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  I,  Fort  Kiley, 
Kans. ; Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  K,  Aubrey,  Johnson  County, 
Kansas ; Twelfth  Kansas  Infantry,  Companies  D and  K,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. ; Twelfth  Kansas  Infantry,  Companies  A,  G,  and  I,  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, Kans. ; Twelfth  Kansas  Infantry,  Companies  H and  C,  Fort 
Lamed,  Kans. ; First  Kegiment  Missouri  State  Militia,  four  companies, 
Lexington,  Mo. ; First  Eegiment  Missouri  State  Militia,  one  company, 
Waynesburg,  Mo. ; First  Eegiment  Missouri  State  Militia,  three  com- 
panies, Germantown,  Henry  County,  Missouri ; First  Eegiment  Mis- 
souri State  Militia,  three  companies,  Taberville,  Saint  Clair  County,. 
Missouri,  and  Fourth  Eegiment  Missouri  State  Militia,  two  companies, 
Warrensburg,  Mo.  Cavalry:  Sixth  Kansas,  two  companies;  Ninth 
Kansas,  seven  companies ; First  Missouri  State  Militia,  eleven  compa- 
nies; Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia,  two  companies.  Total  cavalry, 
twenty-two  companies.  Total  infantry:  Twelfth  Kansas,  seven  com- 
panies. 

There  is  a force  at  Independence  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Missouri  Infantry, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Van  Horn,  which  General  Blunt  ordered  there 
from  Liberty  on  the  15th  instant,  and  which  I can  relieve  as  soon  as  the 
Eleventh  reaches  here,  if  necessary. 

In  addition  to  the  above  enlisted  men,  there  are  six  companies,  num- 
bering about  40  men  each,  of  citizens  of  Kansas ; part  of  the  companies 
organized  under  militia  laws  of  the  State,  and  i)art  who  are  merely 
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sheriff's  posses,  to  whom  General  Blunt  has  issued  anus  and  rations, 
and  most  of  whom  are  mounted.  Four  of  these  companies  are  on  the 
Santa  r6  road,  at  Olathe,  Black  Jack,  Marion  Township,  and  Council 
Grove ; and  the  others  on  the  border,  at  Paola  and  Atchison.  I cannot 
yet  speak  advisedly  as  to  the  value  of  these  organizations. 

Two  companies  of  the  Ninth  are  in  General  BlunUs  district,  and  will  be 
sent  me  for  two  of  the  Sixth.  I have  one  company  of  the  same  regiment 
(B).  Captain  [Asaph]  Allen  is  at  Fort  Halleck,  Nebr.,  and  would  doubt- 
less be  returned  to  this  department  on  application  from  your  headquar- 
ters. You  will  see  I have  not  the  cavalry  force  we  supposed  I had  when 
the  district  was  formed.  I understood  the  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia 
were  here,  but  when  the  four  companies  ordered  from  Sedalia  reach  Lex- 
iugton  there  will  then  be  but  half  of  it  in  the  district.  I am  satisfied 
three  full  cavalry  regiments  are  necessary.  The  border  counties  of  Kan- 
sas need  a larger  force  than  those  of  Missouri,  for  the  Kansas  border  is 
rich  and  that  of  Missouri  poor  and  uninviting  to  robbers.  One  com- 
pany is  as  small  a force  as  can  safely  be  stationed  at  any  one  place,  and 
one  company  to  a county  is  not  enough  to  guard  it.  For  the  present, 
until  I can  reduce  the  maximum  size  of  the  guerrilla  bands  very  greatly, 
or  until  efScient  local  companies  are  organized,  I shall  need  two  regi- 
ments, scattered  by  companies  at  stations,  for  local  protection  of  inhabit- 
ants and  for  small  scouting  parties,  and  then  one  regiment  for  cease- 
less pursuit  of  the  gangs  throughout  the  infested  regions.  I can  get 
along  well  with  the  Ninth  Kansas  and  the  First  Missouri  State  Militia,  the 
one  chiefly  for  guard  and  small  scouting  parties  on  the  very  border,  the 
other  in  portions  of  Missouri  somewhat  removed  from  the  border.  The 
third  regiment,  however,  should  be  a first-rate  one,  and  experienced  in 
such  work.  For  this  duty  I wish  you  would  send  me  the  Ninth  Missouri, 
Colonel  Guitar.  I am  sure  there  is  scarcely  anywhere  a regiment  so  good 
for  that  work,  and  the  work  must  be  done  thoroughly  and  savagely,  or 
the  last  fighting  of  the  war  will  be  along  the  border.  With  a view  to  this 
application,  I will  keep  at  Lexington  and  Warrensburg  all  the  six  com- 
panies of  the  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia,  and  will  send  them  back  to 
General  Brown,  or  wherever  ordered.  If  1 cannot  have  GuitaFs  regi- 
ment, I shall  need  six  more  companies  to  make  the  three  regiments,  and 
would  be  glad  to  have  that  part  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  at  Kolia,  or  the 
four  companies  of  the  Sixth  Kansas  there. 

Your  telegram  to  General  Blunt  to  keep  Penick  here  did  not  reach 
Penick,  in  consequence,  I was  informed  by  the  general,  of  the  telegraph 
line  being  down.  The  sudden  withdrawal  of  Penick^s  regiment  threw 
the  border  into  consternation,  and  large  bands  of  guerrillas  at  once  rose 
and  threatened  the  border  towns.  I can  do  nothing  more  than  garri- 
son duty  with  the  cavalry  here  now. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 
Commanding  District^  &c. 


Headquarters  Division  of  Cairo, 

Cairo ^ June  17,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  Saint  Louis ^ Mo, : 

Sir  : Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant  is  this  day  received.*  I have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  all  my  troops,  except  five  small  companies 
of  infantry,  have  been  sent  south,  the  last  of  them  to  Columbus,  Ky. 


See  Schofield  to  Pennock,  p.  319, 
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Also  the  fort  has  been  dilapidated  by  the  high  water,  and  all  the  guns 
removed  or  dismounted,  except  three.  I have  also  daily  evidence  that 
there  is  getting  up  an  armed  opposition  to  the  war  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  Southern  Illinois  that  may  require  a small  army  to  quell.  All 
the  State  of  lllinods  is  in  General  Burnside^s  department,  except  Cairo, 
Mound  City,  and  Alton.  You  will  see  from  these  statements  in  what  a 
poor  condition  I am  to  render  aid  to  New  Madrid  or  any  other  post.  I 
have  in  the  guard-house  here  and  at  Mound  City  more  prisoners  of  war, 
stragglers,  and  deserters  from  our  own  army  than  I have  troops. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  BUFORD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquaeters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  June  17,  1863. 

Col.  J.  M.  Chivington, 

Commanding  District  of  Colorado,  Denver  City : 

Colonel  : Your  letters  of  the  1st  and  6th  instant  have  been  received. 
Your  disposition  of  troops  appears  to  be  wise  and  judicious.  I have 
full  confidence  that  you  will  do  the  best  possible  in  your  important  com- 
mand. It  is  impossible  for  me  at  this  distance  to  give  minute  directions 
for  the  disposition  of  your  forces,  and  I desire  to  leave  you  free  to  act 
as  your  judgment  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  country  shall  indicjate 
as  best  for  the  service. 

Forces  so  remote  and  scattered  as  those  of  Nebraska,  Colorado,  and, 
New  Mexico  are  necessarily  very  dependent  upon  each  other  for  mutual 
support  in  case  of  unusual  danger,  and  are  too  distant  to  act  in  such 
emergency  under  orders  from  department  headquarters.  Hence  I rely 
upon  the  commanders  in  those  districts  to  give  each  other  all  possible 
assistance  in  case  of  need,  and  to  act  promptly,  without  waiting  for  orders 
from  me. 

1 am  about  sending  a regiment  of  cav’alry  (Third  Wisconsin)  to  re- 
enforce the  Santa  F6  line  or  the  overland  route  in  Nebraska,  or  both, 
as  sliall  seem  to  be  most  needed.  The  regiment  will  be  ready  to  leave 
Fort  Scott  about  the  1st  of  Jul}^  1 believe  about  four  companies  will 
be  needed  in  the  western  part  of  Nebraska,  and  the  remainder  on  the 
Santa  F6  route,  perhaps  in  New  Mexico.  I desire,  if  possible,  to  avoid 
so  great  a separation  of  a regiment.  If  you  can  supply  the  necessity  of 
the  overland  route  by  moving  a part  of  your  force,  and  allow  the  Third 
Wisconsin  to  occupy  the  Santa  Fe  route  and  points  in  its  vicinity,  this 
difficulty  will  be  removed.  Please  consider  the  matter,  and  inform  me 
soon  how  it  can  be  arranged. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Columbus,  June  17,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

The  commanding  officer  at  New  Madrid  assisted  me  yesterday  with 
three  companies  of  infantry.  Finding,  however,  from  your  communica- 
tion of  the  15th  instant,  that  danger  is  apprehended  to  that  post,  I 
will  at  once  return  those  companies  ] but,  being  myself  threatened,  I 
cannot  possibly  spare  a man  from  my  much  reduced  command. 

ASBOTH. 
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Jefperson  City,  Mo.,  June  17,  1863. 
Maj.  Geu.  John  M.  Schofield  : 

Four  companies  of  the  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  and  one  section 
of  artillery  moved  from  Sedalia  last  evening,  at  9 o’clock,  for  Lexington. 

E.  B.  BEOWN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Denver,  Colo.,  June  18, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

Will  move  four  companies  of  cavalry  immediately  in  direction  to  as- 
sist General  Connor,  but  fear  at  this  time  to  weaken  my  force  perma- 
nently. 

J.  M.  CHIVmGTOi7, 
Colonel.,  Commanding  District  of  Colorado, 


Denver  City,  Mo.,  June  18, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

A war  council  of  Sioux,  Cheyennes,  and  Arapahoes  to  be  held  be- 
tween here  and  Fort  Laramie  soon.  That  part  of  Idaho  Territory  taken 
from  Nebraska  should  be  in  this  district,  to  enable  us  -to  protect  our- 
selves and  the  overland  route  from  here  to  Salt  Lake.  Please  tele- 
graph order  if  made  to  Colonel  Chivington. 

JOHN  EVANS, 
Governor  of  Colorado  Territory. 


Harrisonville,  Mo.,  June  18,  1863. 

Brigadier- General  Ewing, 

Kansas  City^  Mo. : 

Dear  Sir  : We  write  these  few  lines  in  relation  to  the  condition  of 
things  in  Cass  County,  and  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  the  same.  At 
the  time  Major  [T.  B.]  Biggers,  of  the  Fifth  Eegiment  Missouri  State 
Militia,  left  this  post,  he  left  forty  stand  of  arms,  which,  with  those  in 
the  hands  of  citizens,  gives  arms  to  about  100  citizens,  for  the  protection 
of  this  post.  Many  of  the  citizens  of  this  county  have  moved  to  and  near 
this  post  for  protection,  and  are  endeavoring  to  support  their  families  by 
farming  around  and  near  the  post.  Their  families  and  all  their  effects 
are  here.  All  the  county  records  and  papers  are  here,  and  it  would  be 
an  irreparable  loss  to  the  county  if  we  should  lose  our  records.  The 
citizens  have  had  to  leave  their  crops  to  assist  in  protecting  the  post  j 
and,  as  the  time  is  short  for  working  their  crops,  if  they  are  not  soon 
relieved  they  will  lose  the  same.  From  the  best  information  we  can  get, 
there  is  a larger  number  of  Confederates,  or  bushwhackers,  hovering 
around  us  and  east  of  us.  We  don’t  know  at  what  moment  the  post 
may  be  attacked.  We  earnestly  hope  that  you  can  and  will  relieve  us 
immediately.  Please  let  us  hear  from  you  at  once. 

Eespectfully, 

JAMES  ALLEN, 

County  and  Circuit  Clerk  of  Cass  County.  Missouri, 

E.  S.  JUDY, 

Sheriff  of  Cass  County, 
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Depot  Quartermaster’s  Ofeice, 

Fort  Leavenicorthj  Kans.,  June  18,  1863. 

General  Egbert  Allen, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Saint  Louis,  Mo,  : 

General  : General  Blunt,  as  commander  of  the  District  of  the  Fron- 
tier, claims  that  he  has  a right  to  give  me  orders,  on  the  ground  that 
General  Orders,  No.  48,  Department  of  the  Missouri,  appoints  me  chief 
quartermaster  for  several  districts,  iucludingthe  District  of  the  Frontier. 
I do  not  consider  he  has,  as  commander  of  the  District  of  the  Frontier, 
any  authority  over  me  either  as  chief  or  depot  quartermaster;  yet  he 
insists  that  he  has  the  right,  and  continues  giving  me  orders  as  the 
commander  of  that  district.  Will  you  please  lay  the  question  before 
the  general  commanding  the  department,  and,  if  he  takes  the  same  view 
of  the  question  as  1 do,  ask  him  to  issue  an  order  forbidding  the  dis- 
trict commander  from  giving  me  orders  either  as  chief  or  depot  quar- 
termaster ? It  seems  to  me  the  military  rule  would  be  for  the  district 
quartermasters  to  make  their  requisitions  on  me  for  such  funds  and 
property  as  they  may  require,  and  the  district  commanders  can  then 
order  whatever  they  require  from  their  own  quartermasters.  If  1 neg- 
lect my  duty  in  furnishing  the  supplies,  &c.,  required  by  their  quarter- 
masters, the  district  commanders  can  prefer  charges  against  me. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  0.  EASTON, 

Major  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


[Indorsements.] 

Eespectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Schofield,  commanding  De- 
partment of  the  Missouri. 

EOBT.  ALLEN, 

Chief.  Quartermaster. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  June  24, 1863. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Blunt,  with  information  that 
the  views  expressed  by  Major  Easton  are  correct.  He  receives  orders 
only  from  department  headquarters  and  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the 
department. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  June  30,  1863. 

I respectfully  submit  that  if  Major  Easton  is  the  chief  quartermaster 
of  the  district  which  I command,  I have  the  right  to  order  him ; if  I 
have  not  the  right  to  order  him,  then  he  is  not  the  chief  quartermaster 
of  my  district. 

Eespectfully  appealed  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,*  and  atten- 
tion invited  to  General  Orders,  No.  48,  Department  of  the  Missouri, 
herein  inclosed  and  now  in  force.t 

JAS.  G.  BLENT, 

Major-General. 


‘ See  also  Blunt  to  Stanton,  July  26,  p.  398. 


t See  p.  315. 
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Ueadquarteks' Department  oe  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSj  July  5, 1863. 

Kespectfully  forwarded  to  the  General-in-Chief. 

I am  endeavoring  to  correct  the  irregularities  and  abuses  to  which 
my  attention  has  been  called  through  the  headquarters  of  the  army. 
The  order  and  decision  from  which  General  Blunt  appeals  were  made 
with  that  object.  Major  Easton  is  depot  quartermaster  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth (which  is  not  in  General  BlunUs  district),  and  is  chief  quarter- 
master of  all  the  districts  which  dr^w  their  supplies  from  that  depot. 
He  has,  I believe,  the  full  confidence  of  his  superior  officers  in  the  quar- 
termaster’s department,  and  the  present  arrangement  was  made  at  the 
suggestion  of  General  Eobert  Allen,  chief  quartermaster  of  this  depart- 
ment. General  Blunt  has  a quartermaster  of  his  district,  who  is,  of 
course,  subject  to  his  orders.  He  can  no  more  command  Major  Easton 
than  he  can  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  department.  I do  not  desire 
to  restrict  the  authority  of  General  Blunt  any  further  than  the  rules  of 
the  service  and  the  abuses  which  have  existed  in  his  command  seem  to 
require.  If  he  is  not  willing  to  submit  to  such  restrictions,  I see  no  way 
of  preventing  the  recurrence  of  such  abuses  but  by  removing  him  from 
his  command. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 

July  21, 1863. 

The  foregoing  views  of  General  Schofield  are  approved. 

H.  W.  HALLEGK, 

General-in-  Ch  ief. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  June  19, 1863. 

Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  : I reached  Leavenworth  on  Sunday,  the  15th,  and  next 
day  heard  that  Colonel  [William  E.]  Penick’s  regiment  had  gone  by- 
land  and  boat  to  Saint  Joseph,  and  that  a band  of  about  400  guerrillas 
were  collected  10  miles  southeast  of  Independence  and  threatening  the 
place,  which  was  unprotected.  As  I had  not  assumed  command,  I tele- 
graphed General  Schofield,  asking  him  to  order  General  Ben.  Loan 
(who  I supposed  had  not  relinquished  command  at  Lexington)  to  send 
forward  temporarily  four  or  five  companies  to  fill  the  gap  left  by  Colo- 
nel Penick’s  force.  General  Blunt  at  the  same  time  ordered  the  two 
cavalry  companies  stationed  at  Westport  to  Independence.  At  the 
same  time  the  colonel  of  the  Mnth  Kansas  ordered  detachments 
from  four  of  his  companies  stationed  in  Kansas  along  the  border  to 
this  place,  ordering  that  the  detachments  should  unite  at  Aubrey, 
Johnson  County.  About  50  men  of  these  detachments,  uniting  at 
Aubrey,  came,  through  Westport,  here  at  about  4 o’clock  of  the  17th 
instant,  while  about  70,  composed  of  men  who  were  out  scouting  when 
the  orders  were  first  received,  uniting  also  at  Aubrey,  followed  the  first 
detachments  about  three  hours  behind  on  the  same  road.  This  last 
party,  under  command  of  Captain  [Henry]  Flesher,  who  has  a good  repu- 
tation as  an  officer,  was  ambuscaded  by  a party  of  rebels,  under  Todd, 
IJ  miles  south  of  Westport.  Our  men  were  just  emerging  from  a long 
lane  at  the  foot  of  a hill,  and  the  rebels  were  concealed  in  a ravine  and 
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covered  in  front  by  a stone  fence  parallel  to  the  ravine  and  at  right 
angles  to  the  lane.  It  is  reported  that  Flesher’s  men  had  their  guns 
strapped  to  their  saddles,  and  could  not  disengage  them  until  the  rebels 
had  delivered  two  volleys  and  charged  and  thrown  them  into  confusion. 
I believe  the  report,  for  our  force  was  as  large  as  that  of  the  rebels,  or 
nearly  so.  Captain  Flesher  says  he  could  not  rally  the  men  in  the  lane, 
but  that  he  rallied  them  at  the  other  end  (say  one-fourth  of  a mile), 
and  drove  off  the  rebels,  who  retreated  eastwardly.  Captain  Flesher 
lost  14  killed  and  4 wounded.  The  rebels  are  not  known  to  have  lost 
but  4 killed  and  6 wounded.  I immediately  on  hearing  of  the  firing  sent 
Major  [Linn  K.]  Thacher,  with  a detachment  which  had  just  reached 
here,  in  pursuit.  He  caught  up  yesterday  with  a portion  of  the  band 
in  an  extremely  rugged  part  of  the  country,  about  8 miles  southeast  of 
Westport,  where  he  surprised  them,  killed  3,  captured  or  recaptured  15 
horses  and  some  guns,  pistols,  &c.  Major  fWyUis  C.]  Hansom  and  his 
two  companies  were  on  a scout  southeast  of  Independence,  and  were 
not  available  in  the  pursuit,  &c. 

I am,  colosel,  very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  EWIXG,  Je., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarteks  District  op  the  Border, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  June  19,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Dejyartment  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : I have  your  favor  of  the  16th  instant.  There  are  two  in- 
fantry companies  at  Fort  Lamed,  and,  as  I wrote  you  day  before  yes- 
terday, four  companies  of  citizens  at  as  many  different  points  on  the 
Santa  ¥6  road,  numbering  each  about  40  men,  and  reaching  out  from 
Westport  120  miles  to  Council  Grove,  near  the  verge  of  settlements. 
These,  with  two  comiianies  at  Westport,  which  escort  the  mail  beyond 
Olathe,  are  the  forces  at  present  protecting  settlements  and  trade  and 
mails  on  that  road.  There  is  so  much  of  stock,  merchandise,  and  valu- 
able mail  on  that  road,  and  it  is  so  approachable  from  the  haunts  of 
bushwhackers  in  Jackson  County,  that  there  have  been  frequent  incur- 
sions along  it,  and  I think  six  companies  of  cavalry  are  really  needed 
to  protect  the  line  to  and  including  Fort  Lamed.  They  will  also  afford, 
of  course,  at  this  end,  protection  to  a traveled  section  of  the  border.  1 
think,  perhaps,  the  work  might  be  done  with  five  companies,  but  six  is 
a safe  estimate.  If  you  conclude  to  put  half  the  Third  Wisconsin  under 
my  command  for  that  duty,  I shall  be  well  satisfied  with  the  selection. 
I do  not  ask  for  it  in  preference  to  the  Ninth  Missouri,  but  would  rather 
have  it  than  any  Missouri  regiment  I know  of  which  you  could  probably 
send  me  other  than  the  Ninth. 

General  Blunt  did  not  ask  for  the  half  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  now  at 
Eolla,  and  I suppose  does  not  at  all  need  them,  if  he  gets  all  the  Sixth. 
The  whole  border,  for  30  miles  into  Kansas,  is  at  present  greatly  dis- 
turbed. The  farmers  have  splendid  crops,  and  a pretty  large  area, 
quite  as  large  as  usual,  in  cultivation.  It  would  take  little  more  than 
the  present  demonstration  of  the  guerrillas  to  stampede  the  whole  coun- 
try. The  band  which  ambuscaded  a detachment  of  the  Ninth  Kansas 
near  Westport  night  before  last,  numbering  about  80,  was  one  of  at 
least  three  gangs  of  that  size  in  Jackson  and  Cass  Counties,  which  have 
grown  formidable  suddenly  on  the  removal  of  Penick^s  men.  I am 
satisfied  that,  until  Governor  Carney^s  new  regiment  is  ready  for  the 


Chap.  XXXIV.]  CORRESPONDl^NCE,  ETC. — tJNiON.  329 

field,  I should  have  either  the  Ninth  Missouri  or  half  the  Ninth  Mis- 
souri and  half  the  Third  Wisconsin,  or  some  other  full  regiment,  com- 
posed of  officers  and  men  who  will  hunt  down  the  guerrillas  without 
flagging  or  remorse.  I do  not  think  the  Fourth  Missouri  will  do  for 
that  purpose.  I can  do  all  the  work  in  the  district  with  the  three  cav- 
alry regiments,  including  guarding  the  Santa  Fe  road,  but  three  regi- 
ments and  a half  could  be  well  employed. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  8th  Mil.  Dist.  of  Mo.,  Enrolled  Mo.  Militia, 

Macon  City.,  Mo..,  June  19, 1863. 

Maj.  H.  A.  Gleim, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Sturgeon.,  Mo. : 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  18th  instant,  inclosing  copy  of  General  Orders,  No.  47, 
from  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  requiring  a complete  list  of 
the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  in  active  service  in  this  district,  which  is 
hereto  appended,  viz : 

First  Provisional  Eegiment,  Col.  Joseph  B.  Douglass,  headquarters 
Mexico,  740  men ; Second  Provisional  Eegiment,  Col.  Ed.  A.  Kutzner, 
headquarters  Hannibal,  1,000  men  j detachment  Sixty-ninth  Eegiment, 
Col.  William  M.  Eedding,  headquarters  La  Grange,  140  men ; detach- 
ment Thirty-fifth  Eegiment,  Capt.  George  W.  Cunningham,  headquar- 
ters Brunswick,  50  men  ] detachment  Forty-fifth  Eegiment,  Col.  William 
A.  Shelton,  headquarters  IJnionville,  30  men ; detachment  Thirty-sev- 
enth Eegiment,  Col.  C.  W.  Parker,  headquarters  Troy,  25  men ; detach- 
ment Sixty-sixth  Eegiment,  Col.  O.  P.  Phillips,  headquarters  Milan,  25 
men  j detachment  Sixty-seventh  Eegiment,  Col.  J ames  G.  Kettle,  head- 
quarters Danville,  45  men,  and  detachment  Twenty-seventh  Eegiment, 
Col.  Benjamin  Emmons,  jr.,  headquarters  Saint  Charles,  125  men. 

The  50  men  on  duty  at  Brunswick  are  detailed  for  First  Provisional 
Eegiment,  and  are  held  there  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  detail. 
This  regiment  will  be  filled  up  to  the  maximum,  966  men.  The  Second 
Provisional  Eegiment  is  full  and  now  being  organized.  Whatever  sur- 
plus of  men  it  may  have,  when  the  organization  is  completed,  will  be 
transferred  to  the  First  Provisional  Eegiment.  The  detachments  from 
the  Sixty-ninth,  Forty-fifth,  Thirty-seventh,  Sixty-sixth,  and  Sixty-sev- 
enth were  placed  upon  duty  by  orders  from  these  headquarters.  The 
detachment  from  the  Twenty-seventh  is  guarding  Perrongere  Bridge, 
and  furnishing  a provost  guard  at  Saint  Charles  j were  placed  on  duty 
by  orders  direct  from  headquarters  State  of  Missouri. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  J.  BAETHOLOW, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Springfield,  Mo.,  June.l^,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Sir  : In  the  absence  of  Colonel  Cloud,  I deem  it  my  duty  to  advise 
you  of  the  present  status  of  the  enemy  in  the  southwest.  On  the  9th 
instant.  Generals  Price,  Marmaduke,  and  Colonel  Shelby  were  at  Jack- 
sonport,  Ark.  Parsons’  brigade  of  infantry  was  there,  and  an  Arkansas 
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brigade  of  intaritry  were  arriviug  ou  same  day.  [Colton]  Greene’s  and 
one  Texas  brigade  of  cavalry  on  Crowley’s  Eidge.  Stand  Watie  is  at 
Maysville  with  500  troops.  Coffee  and  Livingston,' with  300  men,  passed 
Carthage,  going  north,  a few  days  ago. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JNO.  EDWAEDS, 

Colonel.,  Commanding  Post. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  19,  18G3. 

Colonel  Edwards,  Springfield : 

Where  is  Colonel  Cloud  ? When  did  you  get  the  information  con- 
tained in  your, dispatch , and  from  what  source  % Is  it  perfectly  reliable  % 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

' Major-  General. 


Springfield,  Mo.,  June  20, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Colonel  Cloud,  I presume,  is  on  his  way  here  from  Saint  Louis.  Mr. 
C.  C.  Jones,  of  this  county,  left  Jacksonport  on  the  9th  instant,  who  is 
vouched  for  by  General  Holland  and  Colonel  Shepard  as  entirely  relia- 
ble. He  also  fell  in  company  with  six  prominent  rebels  of  tffis  place, 
who  are,  doubtless,  in  this  vicinity,  who  left  General  Price  about  the 
same  time.  The  news  in  relation  to  Stand  Watie  and  Coffee  I have 
derived  from  Colonel  Allen,  stationed  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  Lieutenant 
Kelso,  just  in  from  Kewtonia. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JNO.  EDWAEDS, 

Colonel.,  Commanding  Post. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  20,  1863. 
The  President  of  the  United  States: 

The  action  of  the  Missouri  State  Convention  upon  the  question  of 
emancipation  will  depend  very  much  upon  whether  they  can  be  assured 
that  their  action  will  be  sustained  by  the  General  Government,  and  the 
people  protected  in  their  slave  property  during  the  short  time  that  slav- 
ery is  permitted  to  exist.  Am  I autborized  in  any  manner,  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  pledge  such  support  and  protection  % This  question  is  of 
such  vital  importance  to  the  peace  of  Missouri  that  I deem  it  my  duty 
to  lay  it  before  Your  Excellency. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  20, 1863. 

Brigadier-.General  Davidson,  Arcadia : 

Can  you  send  a company  of  cavalry  into  Washington  County,  to  assist 
the  provost-marshal  at  Potosi  ? It  is  much  needed.  The  county  is  full 
of  robbers,  and  is  a thoroughfare  for  rebel  recruits  from  Illinois. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Columbus,  Ky.,  June  20,  1803. 

Major-General  Schoeield  : 

I sent  last  niglit  a steamer  to  Hickman,  to  convey  the  detachment  of 
the  Twenty-fourth  Missouri  Volunteers,  and  Company  JD,  Thirteenth 
Wisconsin  Volunteers,  being  the  entire  garrison,  about  190  men,  to  ISTew 
Madrid,  in  accordance  with  orders  from  the  General-in-Chief. 

Your  communication  of  the  15th,  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Island 
10,*  has  been  sent  me,  with  his  reply.  There  is  but  an  aggregate  of  8G 
men  on  the  island,  to  defend  it  and  guard  a contraband  colony  of  1,000 
souls,  which  will  render  it  difficult  to  reduce  the  small  garrison.  The 
gunboat  New  Era  is  at  Island  No.  10,  which  can,  and  will,  be  sent  to  New 
Madrid  in  case  of  an  attack,  and  I will  always  be  ready  to  give,  as  I 
have  done  heretofore,  all  possible  assistance  from  my  district,  provided 
I am  not  menaced  or  attacked. 

ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  20, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  Asboth,  Columbus,  Ky. : 

Thanks  for  your  co-operation.  I have  sent  a small  detachment  to 
New  Madrid,  and  will  send  another  in  a few  days.  This,  with  the  gun- 
boat, will,  I believe,  make  all  secure.  Colonel  Harding,  who  goes  in 
command,  is  instructed  to  help  you  in  case  of  need. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquartees  Indian  Brioade, 

Fort  Blunt,  C.  K,  June  20,  1863. 

Major-General  Blunt: 

Sir  : I have  had  no  mail,  dispatch,  or  communication  for  two  weeks. 
I have  sent  messengers  to  the  colored  regiment,  but  cannot  hear  of  it. 
I have  heard  nothing  of  my  train.  Having  repulsed  the  enemy  on  this 
side  of  the  river,  south  of  me,  I sent  this  morning  a heavy  force,  with 
howitzers,  under  Major  Foreman,  to  clear  out  the  west  side  of  Grand 
Eiver  and  go  up  to  meet  and  cover  the  approaching  train,  nearly  due. 
I have  sent  messengers,  and  also  employed  spies,  to  go  to  Fayetteville 
and  open  communications  with  the  United  States  forces  you  informed 
me  were  there,  but  neither  messengers  nor  spies  have  returned.  Colo- 
nel CoopeFs  headquarters — probably  Steele’s  also— are  over  the  river, 
about  3 or  4 miles  distant.  The  smoke  of  their  camp-fires  is  visible. 
They  had  a large  train  from  Texas  yesterday.  The  river  is  very  deep 
fording — scarcely  fordable. 

Eespectfully, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  June  22,  1863. 

General  John  M.  Schofield: 

My  Dear  Sir  : Your  dispatch,  asking,  in  substance,  whether,  in  case 
Missouri  shall  adopt  gradual  emancipation,  the  General  Government 
will  protect  slave-owners  in  that  species  of  property  during  the  short 
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time  it  shall  be  permitted  by  the  State  to  exist  within  it,  has  been 
received.  Desirous  as  I am  that  emancipation  shall  be  adopted  by 
Missouri,  and  believing  as  I do  that  gradual  can  be  made  better  than 
immediate  for  both  black  and  white,  except  when  military  necessity 
changes  the  case,  my  impulse  is  to  say  that  such  protection  would  be 
given.  I cannot  know  exactly  what  shape  an  act  of  emancipation  may 
take.  If  the  period  from  the  initiation  to  the  final  end  should  be  com- 
l)aratively  short,  and  the  act  should  prevent  persons  being  sold  during 
that  period  into  more  lasting  slavery,  the  whole  would  be  easier.  I 
do  not  wish  to  pledge  the  General  Government  to  the  affirmative  sup- 
l)ort  of  even  temporary  slavery  beyond  what  can  be  fairly  claimed  under 
the  Constitution.  I suppose,  however,  this  is  not  desired,  but  that  it  is 
desired  for  the  military  force  of  the  United  States,  while  in  Missouri,  to 
not  be  used  in  subverting  the  temporarily  reserved  legal  rights  in  slaves 
during  the  progress  of  emancipation.  This  I would  desire,  also.  I have 
very  earnestly  urged  the  slave  States  to  adopt  emancipation;  and  it 
ought  to  be,  and  is,  an  object  with  me  not  to  overthrow  or  thwart  what 
any  of  them  may,  in  good  faith,  do  to  that  end.  You  are,  therefore, 
authorized  to  act  in  the  spirit  of  this  letter,  in  conjunction  with  what 
may  appear  to  be  the  military  necessities  of  your  department. 

Although  this  letter  will  become  public  at  some  time,  it  is  not  intended 
to  be  made  so  now. 

Tours,  truly, 

A.  LINCOLN 


Arcadia,  Mo.,  [June]  22, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

The  following  telegram  received  from  Colonel  [J.  B.]  Eogers,  com- 
manding Cape  Girardeau : 

I have  information  on  which  I rely.  Kitchen  is  at  Brown’s  Ferry  with  400  men. 
Price  at  Jacksonport  with  8,000  infantry.  Marmaduke  moving  up  to  Price  with  his 
cavalry  ; this  one  week  ago  Saturday.  They  are  probably  there  yet.  This  is  from 
citizens  of  assured  loyalty  and  truthfulness. 

I have  proper  measures  taken  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  above  state- 
ment. Will  you  be  down  to-morrow  ? If  so,  please  advise  me.  I hope 
you  can  come. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington^  June  22,  1863 — 4.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis.,  Mo. : 

If  it  be  true  that  Price’s  forces  are  on  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  above 
Memphis,  had  you  not  better  send  forces  from  Missouri  down  the  river 
to  attack  him  there  ? This  would  prevent  the  danger  of  a raid  into  the 
State. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  23,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief : 

Price’s  infantry  is  at  Jacksonport,  and  his  cavalry  along  Crowley’s 
Eidge  and  the  river.  My  movable  force  is  nearly  all  cavalry.  Had  I 
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not  better  send  it  down  Crowley^s  Eidge,  threaten  Jacksonport,  and 
attack  the  scattered  cavalry  with  two  or  three  regiments  of  infantry, 
or  send  them  down  the  river  ? 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD. 


E'ew  Madbid,  Mo.,  June  23,  1863. 

Capt.  H.  0.  Fillebeown, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.j  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I arrived  at  this  post  early  this 
morning,  and  shall  assume  the  command  to-morrow.  As  far  as  practica- 
ble, I have  examined  the  works  and  the  approaches  to  them.  For 
several  miles  up  and  down  the  river  bank  the  site  for  batteries  is  the- 
same.  The  enemy  need  not  attack  us  in  order  to  blockade  the  river. 
He  could  throw  up  sufficiently  strong  works  in  one  night  to  give  us  con- 
siderable trouble  in  dislodging  him,  and  to  hold  temporary  control  of 
the  navigation.  There  is  nothing  in  the  town  of  New  Madrid  itself  to 
make  it  an  object  of  temptation  to  the  enemy  or  ourselves.  There  are 
two  forts  and  quite  an  extensive  line  of  ride-pits  around  them.  The 
upper  fort  is  in  a very  dilapidated  condition,  almost  ruined ; there  are 
no  guns  in  it.  It  is  something  over  a mile  from  the  lower  fort,  which 
is  in  comparatively  good  order,  and  is  a much  stronger  work  than 
the  other  ever  was.  There  are  three  24-pounders  mounted,  one  dis- 
mounted which  can  be  mounted,  and  one  which  is  dismounted,  spiked, 
and  the  carriage  unfit  for  service.  There  is  also  a 12-pounder  iron. 
There  were  until  recently  two  20-pounder  Parrotts,  but  these  have  been 
sent  below.  We  need  two  more  heavy  guns  for  the  platforms. 

I propose  to  destroy  the  upper  fort,  or  what  little  there  is  left  of  it ; 
complete  the  exterior  defenses  of  the  lower  fort  by  connecting  the  rifle- 
pits,  and  building  breastworks  for  field-pieces  at  proper  points  in  the 
outer  line,  as  well  as  to  build  a magazine,  repair  the  ramparts,  &c.,  of 
the  fort  itself. 

I find  that  we  are  very  short  of  ammunition  for  the  guns.  There  is 
no  spherical  case  or  canister  to  speak  of,  and  but  little  grape  and  solid 
shot  on  hand.  I shall  send  a messenger  up  to  Columbus,  by  the  boat 
which  takes  this  communication,  with  a dispatch  to  Colonel  Callender 
for  an  immediate  supply. 

The  dispatch  boat  which  was  formerly  here  has  been  taken  by  the 
authorities  at  Memphis.  I have  to  trust  to  chance  to  communicate  with 
any  one.  No  troops  have  arrived  here  as  yet — 6.30  p.  m.  The  place 
appears  to  be  healthy. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHESTER  HARDING,  Jr., 

Colonel  Twenty -fifth  Missouri  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  District  op  Colorado, 

Denver  City,  Colo.,  June  23,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  F.  Tappan, 

Commanding  Post  at  Fort  Lyon,  Colo. : 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  20th  instant  are  received,  and  I am  directed 
by  the  colonel  commanding  to  say,  in  reply,  that  Colonel  Phillips  has 
had  re-enforcements  sent  him,  and  will  not  in  all  probability  be  defeated 
nor  compelled  to  surrender.  If  he  is,  the  rebels  will  not  be  permitted  to 
march  on  Larned.  It  can  and  will  be  re-enforced  strongly  before  the 
rebels  can  reach  there.  The  rebels  will  be  much  more  likely  to  strike 


334  ' MO.,  AKK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 

at  Lyon  than  at  Lamed;  at  least  such  is  the  present  indication.  You 
will  not,  therefore,  send  or  go  with  your  forces  to  Lamed,  or  indeed  out 
of  the  district,  except  for  temporary  purposes,  and  then  you  will  not 
report  for  duty;  only  co-operate  with  other  troops.  You  will  keep  your 
pickets  well  out,  and  arrest  and  detain  all  suspicious  persons  that  may 
be  roaming  around,  no  matter  which  way  they  are  traveling.  The  time 
has  come  when  we  must  use  decisive  measures.  Colonel  L.  has  not 
authority  to  call  for  troops  from  this  district,  and  will  not  have.  Ad- 
ditional troops  are  ordered  in  this  direction  from  the  Missouri  Eiver, 
and  Colonel  C.  is  ordered  to  co-operate  with  General  Connor  against 
the  Ute  Indians  on  the  Overland  Mail  Eoute.  He  will  keep  an  eye  to 
the  Arkansas,  and  has  additional  forces  which  he  will  send  if  there  is  a 
necessity  for  so  doing.  We  have  the  mail  three  times  a week,  and  are 
within  two  days  by  telegraph  of  department  headquarters,  from  whence 
all  reliable  information  must  come.  All  report  there,  and  from  there 
all  that  is  reliable  is  quickly  sent  out.  ’The  colonel  feels  that  with  the 
troops  you  now  have,  with  your  usual  vigilance,  you  will  bo  able  to  give 
timely  notice,  that  you  may  be  re-enforced  if  necessary. 

I am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  SOULE, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington^  June  24,  1863 — 12  m. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Move  the  troops  as  you  deem  most  advantageous,  with  the  view  of 
keeping  Price’s  forces  away  from  the  Mississippi  Eiver  till  Grant  gets 
through  with  Vicksburg. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  June  24,  1863. 

-Brigadier-General  Ewing, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  : 

General  : Your  letters  of  the  17th  and  19th  are  received.  It  is  im- 
I)ossible  to  give  you  the  Yinth  Missouri,  though  I would  gladly  do  so  if  I 
could.  Colonel  Guitar  commands  the  District  of  Northeastern  Missouri, 
and  has  his  regiment  and  Enrolled  Militia  alone.  I can  give  you  the 
Third  Wisconsin  to  guard  the  Santa  Ed  route  as  far  as  Fort  Lyon,  in- 
clusive. This  will  strengthen  you  a good  deal.  I shall  hardly  be  able 
to  do  more  at  present.  I will,  however,  endeavor  to  do  more  as  soon  as 
the  fall  of  Vicksburg  shall  relieve  the  pressure  on  our  southern  border. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  June  24, 1863. 

Colonel  Cloud,  Springfield: 

Can  you,  with  the  force  now  under  your  command,  occupy  the  western 
counties  of  Missouri,  so  as  to  relieve  Colonel  Philips’  regiment,  Seventh 
Missouri  State  Militia  It  is  imi^ortant  that  this  be  done,  if  possible. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Eolla,  Mo.,  June  24, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

On  receipt  of  your  telegram,  informing  me  of  a contemplated  rebel 
raid,  I sent  a scout  of  two  companies  from  Salem.  They  went  about  80 
miles  south  of  Salem.  I shall  forward,  to-morrow,  by  mail,  the  report 
from  scout.  I learn  that  Colonel  Old,  of  Thomasville,  had  just  returned 
from  Little  Eock,  who  reports  Price  as  moving  north  of  Arkansas  Eiver  j 
would  strike  through  the  Indian  Nation,  and  the  talk  is,  would  make 
his  headquarters  at  Jefferson  City,  driving  all  who  would  not  join  be- 
fore him.  Price  had  visited  Marmaduke’s  command,  and  had  ordered 
him  to  join  Price,  and  was  now  moving. 

THOS.  A.  DAVIES, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Headquaeteks  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis^  Tenn.,  June  24,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  M.  Prentiss,  Helena^  Arlc. : 

General:  I am  informed  that  Price  is  at  Jacksonport.  He  is  re- 
ported to  be  building  sixty  deep  flat-boats  on  Black  Eiver.  He  may 
mean  to  drop  down  with  them,  but  his  men  believe  that  he  is  bound  for 
Missouri.  His  forces  line  the  river  bank  in  squads,  and  I think  he  will 
open  a battery  about  Island  No.  35.  This,  however,  may  be  only  to 
divert  attention  while  he  drops  down  back  of  Helena,  with  provisions 
and  artillery  in  flats,  or  he  may  be  moving  in  force  on  New  Madrid. 

Every  point  on  my  lines  in  front  and  rear  is  threatened,  and  if  Price 
gets  over  the  Mississippi  I shall  have  a warm  time. 

Heavy  forces  are  gathered  west  and  south  of  Corinth.  A consider- 
able force,  cavalry  and  artillery,  are  over  the  Tennessee  at  mouth  of 
Duck  Eiver.  Okolona  and  Oxford  are  rallying  points  for  the  enemy^s 
irregular  [forces].  Panola  and  the  road  thence  south  to  the  Yockna 
have  been  destroyed  by  my  cavalry. 

Garrisons  on  Memphis  and  Charleston  Eailroad  are  dreadfully  light, 
and  the  road  is  liable  to  be  cut  at  any  time,  leaving  my  remnant  of  a 
corps  part  in  Memphis,  part  at  Corinth. 

In  case  of  a movement  by  Johnston  north,  in  advance  of  Grant,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  move  your  command  up  here  and  abandon  Helena. 
In  this  matter,  however,  I shall  receive  instructions  from  General  Grant 
in  time.  I wish  you  would  keep  good  men  on  the  Mississippi  side  to 
watch  this  movement. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  of  Troops  on  Santa  Ee  Eoa'd, 

Fort  Lamed,  Kans.,  June  24,  1863. 
Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City : 

Sir  : Please  call  the  attention  of  the  general  commanding  district 
to  the  inclosed,*  just  received  from  Fort  Lyon. 

I would  say  to  the  general  what  I have  said  to  General  [E.  V.]  Sumner 


Not  found. 
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and  to  General  Blunt,  that  there  are  a great  many  more  troops  at  and 
around  Denver  not  needed  in  Colorado,  and  unless  this  post  is  re-enforced 
soon  we  may  expect  trouble.  There  are  no  Indians  above  but  are  within 
a hundred  miles  of  this  place,  and  if  the  rebels  should  make  a dash  at 
this  post  and  be  successful,  all  the  Indians  will  at  once  join  them,  and 
New  Mexico  be  entirely  cut  off,  together  with  the  loss  of  millions  of 
property  now  en  route  for  that  Territory. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  LEAVENWORTH, 
Colonel  Second  Eegiment  Colorado  Volunteers. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  25, 1863. 

Captain  Pennock,  Cairo : 

Can  you  furnish  a gunboat  about  the  first  of  next  week  to  operate 
with  troops  between  New  Madrid  and  Memphis  ? 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

Memphis,  June  25, 1863. 

Major-General  Schopield: 

My  last  information  puts  Price,  with  6,000  men,  at  Jacksonport.  He 
has  built  sixty  fiats.  Purpose  not  known ; is  believed  to  be  bringing 
12-pounder  guns  to  Arkansas  shorenear  Island  No.  35,  to  interrupt  navi- 
gation . Subsistence  reported  scarce  with  his  command.  If  he  has  force 
enough,  I think  he  will  try  New  Madrid,  or  endeavor  to  force  a crossing 
into  Tennessee. 

HURLBUT, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  District  of  Rolla, 

No.  7.  1 Eolla,  Mo.,  June  25,  1863. 

I.  There  having  been  great  latitude  taken  in  the  definition  of  contra- 
band property  by  troops  within  the  District  of  Rolla,  resulting  in  great 
injustice  to  the  inhabitants,  while  the  troops  supposed  they  were  per- 
forming their  duty  by  seizing  upon  such  property,  it  is  ordered — 

II.  That  contral33;nd  property  shall  be  considered  such  as  is  movable, 
and  has  been  or  is  in  the  use  of  men  in  arms  against  the  Government, 
tor  their  aid  and  comfort. 

III.  No  officer  or  soldier  in  the  District  of  Rolla  will  take  possession 
of  any  contraband  property,  except  it  be  in  the  use  of  men  in  arms 
against  the  Government,  or  on  good  proof  that  the  same  has  been  used 
to  aid  and  comfort  such  men. 

IV.  All  officers  in  command  of  posts,  regiments,  companies,  and 
scouting  parties  and  scouts  will  be  held  accountable  for  the  taking  of 
any  horse,  mule,  or  other  property,  except  it  is  in  the  use  of  men  in 
arms  against  the  Government,  or  has  been  used  by  such,  for  their  aid 
and  comfort,  provided  the  same  is  not  required  for  the  immediate  neces- 
sities of  troops,  scouting  parties,  and  scouts,  when  receipts  will  be  given 
by  the  commanding  officer  (in  case  a quartermaster  is  not  present),  to 
be  paid  on  proof  of  loyalty. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies: 

J.  LOVELL, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Columbus,  Ky.,  June  26, 1863—4  p.  in. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Major-General  Hurlbiit  thinks  that  Price  is  at  Jacksonport  with  about 
6,000  men,  and  his  destination  probably  New  Madrid.  I am  under 
orders  to  re-enforce  that  post  if  attacked,  and  would  request  any  re- 
liable information  regarding  the  force  or  movements  of  the  enemy,  and 
also  the  strength  of  the  garrison  at  New  Madrid. 

ASBOTH, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquaetees  Disteict  of  the  Feontiee, 

Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  June  26,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

Geneeal  : I am  just  in  receipt  of  dispatches  from  Col.  William  A. 
Phillips  to  the  20th  instant.*  He  still  maintains  his  position  at  Fort 
Gibson,  although  the  enemy  are  securing  re-enforcements  and  massing 
quite  a large  force  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  The  pickets  of  the 
two  forces  are  within  hailing  distance.  They  have  attempted  to  shell 
Fort  Gibson,  but  without  any  damaging  effect  to  our  forces.  Lately 
they  have  been  throwing  up  earthworks  and  placing  their  artillery  at 
the  different  crossings  of  the  river,  to  prevent  our  passage,  which  would 
indicate  that  they  fear  offensive  operations  from  our  side.  They  have 
not  attempted  to  cross  the  river  in  large  force  since  about  the  6th  in- 
stant, when  they  crossed  below,  aild  attempted  to  flank  Phillips  on  his 
left  and  get  in  his  rear.  In  this  attempt  they  were  defeated,  our  forces 
driving  them  back  over  the  river  with  considerable  rebel  loss ; our  loss 
in  killed  was  7.  The  Indian  troops  have  of  late  become  quite  discour- 
aged, in  consequence  of  not  being  supported  by  white  troops,  us  has 
been  promised  them.  They  have  manifested  a true  devotion  to  the 
cause,  and  have  made  almost  superhuman  efforts  to  hold  their  country, 
in  hopes  every  day  of  obtaining  succor,  but  I have  had  none  to  send 
them  until  now.  I have  sent  with  the  train  now  en  route  to  Fort  Gibson 
about  1,600  re-enforcements,  including  the  First  Kansas  Colored  Volun- 
teers. This  will  be  quite  an  accession  to  Colonel  Phillips’  present  force, 
and  will  inspire  confidence  in  the  Indian  troops.  The  Thirteenth  Kan- 
sas is  here,  and  will  go  down  with  the  next  supply  train,  which  will  be 
in  about  twenty  days  ; but  mounted  force  is  much  needed,  as  the  rebels 
are  mostly  mounted  on  good  horses.  A portion  of  each  of  the  three  In- 
dian regiments,  which  are  mustered  in  as  infantry,  have  been  mounted 
since  they  have  been  in  the  service  on  their  own  horses,  but  the  con- 
stant hard  service  that  has  been  required  of  them  has  killed  nearly  all 
their  stock,  and  they  have  no  way  to  replace  it.  Their  losses  in  private 
horses,  killed  and  worn  out  in  the  service,  is  more  than  the  amount  of 
all  their  pay  received  from  the  Government.  It  is  indispensable  that 
at  least  one  Indian  regiment  should  be  mounted  on  Government  horses. 

The  rebel  force  in  front  of  Colonel  Phillips  has  lately  received  a large 
train  of  supplies  from  Texas,  and  there  is  no  doubt  they  intend  to  make 
a stubborn  resistance  to  our  farther  advance,  and,  if  possible,  advance 
their  own  lines. 

In  the  present  state  of  affairs,  it  is  important  that  I should  take  the 
field  j but,  to  do  this  with  a prospect  of  success,  I need  troops  to  com- 
mence offensive  operations  when  I get  to  the  Arkansas  Piver.  If  that 

* See  operations  about  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T.,  &c.,  June  6-20, 1803,  Part  I,  pp.  348-352. 
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part  of  the  Twelfth  Kansas  Infantry  now  in  the  District  of  the  Border 
could  be  sent  to  me,  relieved  by  the  Eleventh  Kansas,  and  that  portion 
of  the  Sixth  Kansas  and  Third  Wisconsin  now  in  the  vicinity  of  Eolla, 
and  one  good  battery  of  rifled  guns  could  be  ordered  to  report  to  me 
for  duty  by  the  20th,  I have  little  doubt  of  my  ability  to  cross  the  Ar- 
kansas River  and  destroy  the  rebel  forces  now  massing  in  front  of  our 
lines.  This  would  open  the  whole  Indian  country,  and  enable  the  two 
new  Indian  regiments  to  fill  up  their  ranks. 

I need  good  artillery.  I have  nothing  but  smooth-bores,  and  they  are 
v/orn  out  and  nearly  unserviceable.  If  Rabb’s  Second  Indiana  or  First 
Kansas  Battery  could  be  sent  to  me,  with  the  troops  I have  mentioned, 
I will  be  enabled  to  protect  my  line  of  communications  with  this  post, 
and  to  defeat  all  the  Confederate  forces  in  front  of  Colonel  Phillips’  lines. 
I desire  to  know  at  as  early  a day  as  i)ossible  what  troops  I may  expect, 
that  I may  make  my  arrangements  accordingly. 

I would  also  suggest  the  propriety  of  sending  the  Arkansas  troops 
into  Western  Arkansas,  in  the  vicinity  of  Maysville,  where  they  can  be 
within  sui)porting  distance  of  Fort  Gibson,  and  at  the  same  time  be  in 
a position  to  rid  that  section  of  country  of  guerrillas  that  continually 
harass  my  trains  between  here  and  the  Arkansas  River,  and  where  they 
may  also  intercept  large  detachments  of  the  enemy  that  frequently  cross 
the  river  as  low  down  as  Van  Buren  and  pass  up  on  the  Line  road  in 
Phillips’  rear,  to  harass  and  annoy  him. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Major-General, 


Cairo,  III.,  June  26,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Gunboats  will  be  ready  to  co-operate  with  troops  between  New  Mad- 
rid and  Memphis.  Lieutenant-Commander  Bliss,  whose  divisional  com- 
mand embraces  those  two  points  on  the  river,  will  command  in  person, 
fie  is  now  here,  and  it  is  important  that  he  should  leave  to-morrow,  if 
not  incompatible  with  the  public  service.  I would  like  to  know  the 
nature  of  the  service  and  the  day  it  wiU  probably  start,  so  that  he  may 
be  fully  posted  before  his  disposition  [departure  ‘?]. 

A.  M.  PENNOCK, 

Cajotain  and  Fleet  Commandant  of  Station, 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  June  27,  1863. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commanding  Station^  Cairo  : 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  tele- 
gram of  the  26th  instant,  respecting  the  co-operation  of  the  gunboat 
fleet  with  the  troops  under  my  command.  I sent  you  a short  telegram 
and  promised  to  write  in  reply. 

I can  reply  to  your  communication  more  nearly  by  giving  you  the 
substance  of  the  instructions  under  which  General  Davidson,  command- 
ing the  troops  in  Southeastern  Missouri,  is  ordered  to  act,  viz : To  move 
from  Arcadia  (or  Pilot  Knob),  his  present  position,  down  Growley’s 
Ridge  as  soon  as  i)racticable,  threatening  Price,  who  is  supposed  to  be 
at  or  near  Jacksonport  with  his  main  force,  and  attacking  Marmaduke’s 
cavalry,  stationed  along  Crowley’s  Ridge,  the  intention  being  to  com- 
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pel  Price  to  concentrate  his  forces  and  keep  them  in  Davidson’s  front, 
thereby  preventing  the  interruption  of  navigation  on  the  Mississippi, 
as  well  as  an  invasion  into  Missouri. 

As  soon  as  General  Davidson’s  success  will  warrant,  it  is  desired  to 
change  his  base  to  some  point  on  the  river,  probably  Osceola,  to  which 
place  I desire  to  move  some  infantry,  and  shall  then  require  the  assist- 
ance of  a gunboat,  which  should  probably  be  at  New  Madrid.  Of  this, 
however,  I shall  inform  you  in  time. 

Should  information  be  received  showing  that  Price  has  effected  a 
lodgment  along  the  river,  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  infantry  down  by 
river  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  gunboats  in  driving  him  away,  which 
will  also  be  communicated  as  soon  as  ascertained  and  determined  upon. 

Thanking  you,  captain,  for  the  cordiality  and  promptness  of  your 
action,  I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena,  Arlc.,  June  27, 1863. 

Major-General  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General  : Your  communication  of  the  24th*  is  just  received.  I re- 
gret to  learn  that  you  are  threatened  at  all  points,  and  trust  that  you 
may  be  able  to  meet  successfully  any  attempted  invasion  within  your 
lines.  You  mention  that  Price  is  at  Jacksonport  building  boats.  I had 
information  that  he  was  there,  but  the  latest  intelligence  from  him  is  that 
he  was  moving  toward  Bed  Eiver.  My  scouts  have  not  been  able,  for 
the  past  ten  days,  to  bring  reliable  information  further  than  that.  I am 
and  have  been  threatened  for  weeks  by  a superior  force  of  cavalry. 
Three  full  regiments  are  within  20  miles  of  this  place,  preventing  com- 
munication with  the  interior.  I have  less  than  4,000  men  here,  and  of 
that  number  GOO  are  cavalry.  I shall  endeavor  to  comply  with  your 
request,  and  will  advise  you  of  any  information  received. 

Eespectfully,  yours, 

B.  M.  PEENTISS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Troops  on  the  Santa  Fe  Eoad, 

Fort  Lamed,  Kans.,  June  27,  1863. 

Lieut.  John  Williams, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  List,  of  the  Border,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  post  this  morning 
of  a train  of  Government  commissary  stores,  and  that  the  train-master 
reports  that  the  Kiowa  and  Comanche  Indians  gave  them  great  trouble 
on  the  Santa  Fe  road  all  the  way  from  Cow  Creek  to  Walnut  Creek,  at 
which  point  they  left  him.  He  informs  me  that  he  has  traveled  the 
plains  for  the  last  eighteen  years,  and  that  he  never  knew  the  Indians 
so  impudent  and  insulting  as  now.  They  stripped  his  mule  of  his  sad- 
dle, took  all  the  blankets  from  his  men,  cut  open  sacks  in  his  wagons, 
from  which  he  could  not  keep  them,  and  committed  many  other  out- 
rages. I have  sent  for  the  chiefs  of  all  the  tribes,  and  shall  have  a full 
and  free  understanding  with  them,  and  if  they  cannot  stop  their  young 
men  from  committing  these  robberies,  I shall.  General  Blunt  apiilied 
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for  the  two  companies  of  the  Second  Colorado  Volunteers  (iny  regiment), 
now  at  Fort  Lyon,  to  be  ordered  to  this  post  and  to  be  mounted.  They 
are  about  170  strong,  and  would  be  of  great  service.  He  also  applied, 
I believe,  for  the  two  sections  of  the  Mnth  Wisconsin  Battery,  now  at 
Fort  Lyon,  also  to  be  sent  to  this  post,  so  as  to  get  the  whole  battery 
together.  Please  let  me  know  if  I am  to  have  assistance,  and  how  soon. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

• J.  H.  LEAVENWOETH, 
Colonel  Second  Regiment  Colorado  Volunteers^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  oe  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Selena^  ArA.,  June  30,  1803. 

Maj.  Georue  W.  Burchard, 

Second  AiJansas  Volunteers^  of  Arlainsas  District : 

Major  : You  will  proceed  to-morrow  morning,  under  flag  of  truce, 
with  your  escort,  toward  Little  Eock,  with  the  communication  herewith 
intrusted  to  your  care  from  the  major-general  commanding  the  district 
to  Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  C.  S.  Army.  You  will  use  every  pre- 
caution to  insure  the  safe  delivery  of  such  communication  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Holmes,  proceeding  to  Little  Eock,  or  as  far  in  that  direction 
as  permitted  by  the  enemy,  and  delivering  your  package,  w^henever  your 
farther  progress  may  be  forbidden,  to  some  officer  of  the  enemy^s  force 
authorized  to  receive  it,  and  taking  the  proper  receipts  for  the  same. 
Having  accomplished  this  object,  you  will  return  with  your  escort  to 
this  place,  and  report  at  these  headquarters. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Prentiss : 

JAMES  O.  PIEEOE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure.  1 

Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena^  ArA*.,  June  30,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  C.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Trans- Mississi][)]}i  Department : 

General:  I have  information,  of  such  a character  as  not  to  leave  a 
reasonable  doubt  of  its  correctness,  that  in  a recent  engagement  with  a 
detachment  of  United  States  forces,  some  of  whom  were  people  of  Afri- 
can descent,  certain  of  the  troops  of  your  command  so  far  transcended 
the  laws  of  civilized  warfare  as  to  kill  defenseless  soldiers  who  by  the 
chances  of  battle  fell  into  their  hands,  giving  no  quarter  to  white  or 
black. 

Having  in  this  district  certain  organizations  of  colored  troops,  and 
presuming  from  the  dispositions  and  movements  of  a portion  of  your 
command  that  an  encounter  between  the  opposing  forces  may  not  be  long 
delayed,  I deem  it  proper  to  inquire  whether  I am  to  consider  such 
acts  as  precedents  which  will  be  hereafter  followed  by  your  troops,  or, 
as  I hoiie  may  be  the  case,  were  they  unauthorized  and  disapproved 
I have  to  ask  that  you  will  favor  me  with  an  early  and  explicit  rexfly, 
and  that  you  will  state  whether  colored  troops,  regularly  enlisted  and 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  officers  command- 
ing them,  so  long  as  they  comply  with  the  rules  and  usages  of  civilized 
warfare,  are  to  receive  in  return  the  benefits  of  such  rules  and  usages. 

Eegretting,  general,  the  necessity  which  seems  to  demand  this  com- 
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muDicatioD,  but  at  tbe  same  time  deeming  it  of  reciprocal  importance 
that  we  should  thoroughly  understand  one  another  on  questions  of  such 
vital  importance,  I have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  M.  PKENTISS, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  30, 1803. 
Brigadier-General  Davidson,  Arcadia: 

Have  you  any  further  news  from  Price  or  Marmaduke'?  They  may 
attempt  a raid  into  Southwest  Missouri,  via  Salem,  Arkansas,  and  Leba- 
non. Keep  a lookout  in  that  direction.  I have  a report  this  morning 
that  Price  is  between  Arkansas  and  White  Bivers,  below  Little  Eock,  but 
doubt  its  truth. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield 
commanding,  for  June  30,  1863. 


Coiamand. 


Present  for 
duty. 


ft  ^ 

rfl 

O'w 
^ C5 

<v  d 

tx 

<1 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


Department  staff  (Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 

District  of  Saint  Louis,  Brig.  Gen.  William  K. 
Strong : 

staff  (Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 

Post  of  Saint  Louis,  Col.  Henry  Almstedt . . 
Benton  Barracks,  Col.  B.  L.  E.  Bonneville.. . 
, Eranklin,  Mo.,  Col.  George  W.  Kincaid..... 
Victoria,  Mo.,  Col.  John  F.  Tyler 

Total  District  of  Saint  Louis 

District  of  Soutlieastern  Missouri,*  Brig.  Gen. 
John  W.  Davidson ; 

First  Cavalry  Division  t 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  Maj.  James  T.  Howland  . .. 
Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  Maj.  Gustavus  A.  Eber- 
hart. 

New  Madrid,  Mo.,  Col.  James  K.  Mills 

Patterson,  Mo.,  Col.  Eichard  G.  Woodson  . . . 

Total  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri  . 

District  of  Eolla,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies : 

Staff  (Eolla,  Mo.) 

Troops  at  Eolla 

Troops  at  other  points 

Total  District  of  Eolla 

District  of  Southwestern  Missouri,  Col.  William 
F.  Cloud : 

Staff  (Springfield,  Mo.) 

Springfield,  Mo.,  Col.  John  Edwards 

Newtouia,  Mo.,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  T.  Crit- 
tenden. 

Cavalry  at  other  points 

Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Brig.  Gen.  Colly 
B.  Holland  (Springfield,  Mo.). 

Total  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri. . 

* No  station  given. 


14 


14 


14 


14 


1, 751 
1,  909 
535 
601 


10 
2,  764 
3,159 
625 
670 


10 
3, 182 
3,  674 
661 
727 


9 

3,  037 
3,  363 
660 
726 


186 


176 

32 

60 

17 

23 


4,  796 


3,  685 
465 
1,  598 

284 

373 


308 


6, 405 


7,  228 


5,  300 
670 
1,  823 

380 

464 

8,  637 


8,  254 


6,  334 
799 
2,  315 

424 

813 

10,  685 


7,  795 


6,  334 
799 
2,315 

424 

813 

10,  685 


1,617 

263 

1,880 


8 

2,018 

535 

2,  561 


3,  046 


8 

2,  539 
715 

3,  262 


18 


18 


12 


12 


1,329 

3^7 


1, 148 
1,279 


10 
1,  914 
469 

1,446 

1,377 


10 
2,  917 
611 

1,  775 
1,550 


225 


4,133  I 5,216 


6,  863 


14 


14 


t Copied  from  la.st  return. 
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I 

Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  ^’C. — Continued. 


Command. 


Present  for 
duty. 


© fl 
<1 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


District  of  Central  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen.  Egbert 
B.  Brown: 

Staff  (Jefferson  City,  Mo.) 

Troops  in  district 

Total  District  of  Central  Missouri 

Alton,  III.,  Col.  ’William  B.  Mason  (Alton,  Dl.)... 

District  of  Northeastern  Missouri,  Col.  Odon 
Guitar : 

Staff  (Mexico;  Mo.) 

Troops  in  district 

Total  District  of  Northeastern  Missouri . .. 

District  of  the  Frontier,  Brig.  Gen.  James  G. 
Blunt : * 

Staff  (Fort  Scott,  Xans.) 

I Fort  Scott,  Maj.  Charles  TV.  Blair 

Drywood,  Kans.,  Lieut.  Col.  John  B.  Wheeler. 
NearDrywood,  Lieut. Col.  TheodoreH.  Dodd. 

nuraboldt  and  Baxter  Springs 

District  of  Western  Arkansas,  Col.  William 
A.  Phillips  (Fort  Blunt,  C.  N.). 

Total  District  of  the  Frontier 

District  of  the  Border,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing, 
jr. : 

Staff  (Kansas  City,  Mo.) 

Troops  in  district 

Total  District  of  the  Border 

District  of  Nebraska,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Mc- 
Kean: 

Staff  (Omaha  City,  Nebr.) 

Troops  in  district 

Total  District  of  Nebraska 

District  of  Colorado,  Col.  John  M.  Chivington 
(Denver  City,  Colo.) : 

Troops  in  di.strict 

Recruiting  parties  in  district 

Total  District  of  Colorado 

Northwestern  District  of  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen. 
W.  P.  Hall,  E.  M.  M (Sjtint  Joseph,  Mo.). 


54 


1,110 


1,: 


1,: 


6 

1,860 


1, 110 


1, 405 


1,  866 


1,866 


36 


445 


548 


577 


573 


28 


682 


6 

819 


34 


682 


825 


852 

858 


675 


17 

17 

19 

308 

425 

18 

161 

306 

17 

362 

401 

26 

591 

731 

76 

2,  367 

2,  714 

173 


3,789 


1,  755 


94 


12 


20 


36 


18 


1,755 


17 

642 

610 

472 

869 

3..158 


4,  594 


2, 156 


5, 768 


9 

2,  967 


2, 164 


2,  976 


259 


259 


803 

99 


902 


383 


8 

406 


691 


414 


700 


700 


988 

103 


1, 193 
103 


979 


1,  091 


1,  296 


979 


457 


867 


867 


10 


12 


12 


10 


10 


RECAPITULATION. 


Department  staff 

District  of  Saint  Louis 

District  of  Southeastern  Missouri  . 

District  of  Rolla 

District  of  Southwestern  Missouri  . 

District  of  Central  Missouri 

Alton,  lU 

District  of  Northeastern  Missouri. 

District  of  the  Frontier 

District  of  the  Border 

District  of  Nebraska 

District  of  Colorado 

Northwestern  District  of  Missouri 

Grand  total 


14 

186 

308 

85 

225 

60 

36 

34 

173 

94 

20 

36 

18 


4,  796 
6,405 
1,880 
4,133 
1, 110 
445 
682 
3,  789 
1,  755 
259 
902 
383 


14 

7,  228 

8,  637 
2,  561 
5,216 
1,  405 

548 
825 
4,  594 
2, 164 
414 
1,091 
457 


1,289 


26,  539 


35, 154 


14 
8,  254 
10,  685 
3.  046 
6,  863 
1,  866 
577 
858 


14 
7, 795 
10,  685 
3,  262 


13 


18 

12 

14 


1,866  6 J 

573  -I 

675  ! 


5,768  4 

2,  976  7 


■ 700  700 

1, 296  979 

867  867 


43,  770 


27,  416 


24 


10 

12 

6 

. 10 


88  j 


First  monthly  return  of  this  district. 
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Troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 
U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  June  30,  1863. 

^ DISTRICT  OF  CENTRAL  MISSOURI. 

Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  B.  Brown. 


Boonville,  Mo. 

6tli  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies F and  H,  Capt.  Henry  V. 
Stall. 

Germantown,  Mo. 

1st  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies F,  G,  and  H,  Maj.  Alexander 
W.  Mullins. 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. 

4th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies A and  D,  Capt.  Alvah  R. 
Conklin. 

6th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies C and  D,  Maj.  Austin  A. 
King. 

Lexington,  Mo. 

Ist  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (four 
companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Bazel  F. 
Lazear. 

Marshall,  Mo. 

4th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies B,  C,  E,  and  L,  Capt.  Will- 
iam S.  Cannon. 

Pleasant  Hill,  Mo. 

Col.  Leonard  Martin. 

51st  Wisconsin  Infantry  (six  companies). 

3d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany B,  Lieut.  Lafayette  Praul. 


Sedalia,  Mo. 

Col.  George  H.  Hall. 

4th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies F,  I,  K,  and  M,  Lieut.  Col. 
Walter  King. 

1st  Missouri  State  Militia  Battery,  Capt. 
Charles  H.  Thurber. 

6th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies E and  G,  Capt.  George  W. 
Murphy. 

Tdberville,  Mo. 

1st  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies A,  D,  and  E,  Maj.  Joseph  H. 
McGhee. 

Versailles,  Mo. 

6th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies A and  B,  Capt.  William 
Plumb. 

Warsaw,  Mo. 

6th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies I,  K,  L,  andM,  Maj. Abraham 
Allen. 

Warrenshurg,  Mo. 

Ist  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany C,  Capt.  Andrew  Jackson. 

4th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies G and  H,  Maj.  Joseph K.  Rob- 
inson. 


DISTRICT  OF  NORTHEASTERN  MISSOURI. 


Col.  Odon  Guitar. 


BrunsivicJc,  Mo. 

9th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany H,  Capt.  Henry  S.  Glaze. 

Columbia,  Mo. 

9th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany F,  Capt.  Henry  N..Cook. 

Fayette,  Mo. 

9th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies A and  E,  Maj.  Reeves  Leon- 
ard. 


Mexico,  Mo. 

9th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies C,  G,  I,  and  K,  Maj.  Daniel 
M.  DraiJer. 

Sturgeon,  Mo. 

9th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies B and  D,  Lieut.  Col.  John 
F.  Williams. 
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DISTRICT  OF  NORTHWESTERN  MISSOURI." 

Brig.  Gen.  Willard  P.  Hall,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 

3d  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Col.  William  Heron. 

4tli  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Col.  John  B.  Hale. 

11th  Missouri  Cavalry,  Companies  A and  B,  Capt.  George  H.  Mochel. 

DISTRICT  OF  ROLLA. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies. 

First  Brigade  A 

Lieut.  Col.  John  T.  Burris. 


9th  Wisconsin,  Maj.  Herman  Schluter. 

1st  Kansas  Battery,  Capt.  Norman  Allen. 
10th  Kansas,  Lieut.  Col.  John  T.  Burris. 
11th  Kansas,  Capt.  Martin  Anderson. 


Houston,  Mo. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies B andG,  Capt.  Richard  Mur- 
piiy- 

Holla,  Mo. 

Lieut.  Col.  Arthur  Jacobi. 

27th  Missouri,  Company  II,  Capt.  Anton 
Gerster. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies K,  L,  and  M,  Lieut.  Col. 
Joseph  A.  Eppstein. 

2d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Companies  A,  D, 
G,  and  K,  Cai)t.  William  Woods. 
Ist  Missouri  Artillery,  Battery  L,  Capt. 
Frank  Backof. 


Salem,  Mo. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies C and  D,  Capt.  Peter  Oster- 
mayer. 

Waynesville.  Mo. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies A,  E,  and  H,  Maj.  Waldemar 
Fischer. 

Licking,  Mo. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
l»any  F,  Capt.  Henry  B.  Brown.  » 


DISTRICT  OF  SAINT  LOUIS. 
Brig.  Gen.  William  K.  Strong. 


Benton  Barracks,  Mo. 

Col.  Benjamin  L.  E.  Bonneville, 

29th  Illinois,  Maj.  John  A.  Oallicott. 

91st  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Harry  S.  Smith. 
2d  Arkansas  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt. 
Archibald  B.  Freeburn. 
Detachments,  t 


Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

Col.  Henry  Almstedt. 

37th  Iowa,  Company  E,  Capt.  Resen 
Banks. 

23d  Missouri,  Col.  William  P.  Robinson. 
11th  Missouri  Cavalry  (detachmenl ), 
Capt.  Otto  Holstein. 

2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Lieut,  Col. 
Josei)h  Weydemeyer. 

Victoria,  Mo. 

1st  Missouri  State  Militia  Infaulvy,  Col. 
John  F.  Tyler. 


* Troops  reported  as  at  Saint  Joseph, 
t Reported  as  at  Rolla, 

t Of  convalescents,  paroled  men,  recruiting  x^arties,  &c. 
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DISTRICT  OF  SOUTHEASTERN  MISSOURI. 
Brig.  Gen.  Joiix  W.  Davidson.* 

FIRST  CAVALRY  DIVISION.! 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Lewis  Merrill. 

Ist  Missouri,  Maj.  Henry  J.  Stierliii. 

2d  Missouri,  Maj.  Garrison  Harker. 

7tli  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  .John  L.  Chan- 
dler. 

8th  Missouri,  Col.  Washington  F.  Geiger. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  John  M.  Glover. 

10th  Illinois,  Col.  Dudley  Wickershain. 
1st  Iowa,  Col.  James  O.  Gower. 

3d  Iowa,  Maj.  George  Dufficld. 

24th  Missouri  Infantry,  Companies  F and 
II,  Capt.  Sampson  P.  Barris. 

3d  Missouri,  Capt.  Thomas  G.  Black. 


Artillerji. 

2d  Illinois,  Battery  A,  Capt.  Herman  Borris. 
2d  Missouri,  Battery  K,  Lieut.  T.  S.  Clarkson. 
2d  Missouri,  Battery  M,  Capt.  Gustave  Stange. 
25th  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  Julius  L.  Hadley. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. 

Col.  John  B.  Rogers. 

32d  Iowa  (four  companies),  Maj.  Gus- 
tavus  A.  Eberhart.  ' 

8th  Missouri  Provisional  Enrolled  Militia, 
Lieut.  Col.  Irwin  K.  Walker. 

2d  Missouri  Statef  Militia  Cavalry,  Maj. 
Isham  B.  Dodson. 

2d  Missouri  Artillery,  Battery  D,  Capt. 
Charles  P.  Meisner. 

Neiv  Madrid,  Mo. 

24th  Missouri  (seven  comiianies).  Col. 
James  K.  Mills. 


Patterson,  Mo. 

3d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Col. 
Richard  G.  Woodson. 

P-ilot  Knot),  Mo. 

Maj.  James  T.  Howland. 

3d  Colorado  (five  companies),  Lieut.  Col. 
Samuel  S.  Curtis. 

1st  Nebraska  (nine  companies),  Capt. 
Sterrit  M.  Curran. 


DISTRICT  OF  SOUTHWESTERN  MISSOURI.  ! 
Col.  William  F.  Cloud. 


Cassville,  Mo. 

Ist  Arkansas  Cavalry  (seven  companies), 
Maj.  James  J.  Johnson. 

Greenfield,  Mo. 

8th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (four 
companies),  Capt.  William  C.  Hu- 
man. 

Lebanon,  Mo. 

8th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (six 
companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Marshall 
W.  Johnson. 


Marshfield,  Mo. 

7th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (four 
companies),  Maj.  Henry  Suess. 

Neosho,  Mo. 

7th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (two 
companies),  Capfc.  Squire  Ballevv. 

Neivtonia,  Mo. 

Col.  John  F.  Philips. 

7th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (six 
conqianies),  Lieut.  Col,  Thomas  T. 
Critteudeif. 

8th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (two 
companies),  Capt.  Milton  Burch. 


* Commanding  district  and  the  cavalry  division, 
t Reported  as  at  Arcadih. 

■t  Tri-monthly  return  reports  Brig.  Gen.  Colly  B.  Holland,  Missouri  Militia,  on  duty 
in  this  district,  commanding  eight  coini>anies  of  the  Sixth,  eight  companies  of  the 
Seventh,  and  one  company  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 
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Springfield,  Mo. 
Col.  John  Edwards. 


1st  Arkansas,  Maj.  Elijah  D.  Ham. 

18th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Z.  Cook. 
1st  Arkansas  Cavalry  (five  companies), 
Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison. 

2d  Kansas  Cavalry  (eight  companies), 
Maj.  Julius  G.  Fisk. 


1st  Arkansas  Battery,  Capt.  Denton  D. 
Stark. 

2d  Indiana  Battery,  Lieut.  Hugh  Espey. 
3d  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  J.  M.  Cocke- 
fair. 

Invalid  Detachment,  Capt.  James  M. 
Hutchins. 


DISTRICT  OF  EASTERN  ARKANSAS.* 
Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Salomon. 

THIRTEENTH  DIVISION.! 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  William  E.  McLean. 

43d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  John  C.  Major. 
35th  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  Horace  Fitch. 
28th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Edmund  B. 
Gray. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Samuel  A.  Rice. 

29th  Iowa,  Col.  Thomas  H.  Benton,  Jr. 
33d  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Cyrus  H.  Mackey. 
36th  Iowa,  Col.  Charles  W.  Kittredge. 
33d  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H. 
Heath. 


Cavalry  Brigade. 

Col.  Powell  Clayton. 


1st  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  N.  Pace. 

5th  Kansas,  Lieut.  Col.  Wilton  A.  Jenkins. 

Artillery. 

3d  Iowa  Battery,  Lieut.  Melvil  C.  Wright. 

1st  Missouri,  Battery  K,  Capt.  Stillman  O.  Fish. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLORADO. 


Col.  John  M. 
Camp  Collins,  Colo. 

1st  Colorado  Cavalry,  Company  M,  Capt. 
David  L.  Hardy. 

Camp  Curtis,  Colo. 

1st  Colorado  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt. 
Samuel  M.  Logan. 

Camp  Fillmore,  Colo. 

Ist  Colorado  Cavalry,  Company  L,  Capt. 
William  H.  Backus. 

Camp  Weld,  Colo. 

Maj.  Scott  J.  Anthony. 

1st  Colorado  Cavalry  (five  companies). 

3d  Colorado,  Company  F,  Lieut.  John 
Castle. 

Canon  City,  Colo. 

Ist  Colorado  Cavalry,  Company  I,  Capt. 
Charles  Kerber. 


Chivington. 

En  route  to  Denver,  Colo. 

1st  Colorado  Cavalry,  Companies  D and 
H,  Maj.  Jacob  Downing. 

Fort  Garland,  Colo. 

1st  Colorado  Cavalry,  Company  C,  Capt. 
Joseph  C.  Davidson. 

Fort  Lyon,  Colo. 

Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  F.  Tappan. 

1st  Colorado  Cavalry,  Company  F,  Lieut. 
Solon  N.  Ackley. 

2d  Colorado,  Company  K,  Lieut.  Fred. 
A.  Spencer. 

1st  Colorado  Battery,  Lieut.  Horace  W. 
Baldwin. 

9th  Wisconsin  Battery,  Lieut.  John  A. 
Edington. 


* Attached  to  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee.  Troops  at  and  about  Helena,  Ark. 
t Of  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 
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DISTRICT  OF  THE  FRONTIER. 
Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt. 


Baxter  Springs,  Kans. 

1st  Kansas  (colored),  Col.  James  M.  Will- 
iams. 

Camp  Leroy,  Kans.  i 

2d  Colorado  (six  companies),  Lieut.  Col. 
Theodore  H.  Dodd. 

Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T. 

Col.  William  A.  Phillips. 

1st  Indian  Home  Guards,  Col.  Stephen iH. 
Wattles. 

2d  Indian  Home  Guards,  Lieut.  Col.  Fred. 
W.  Schaurte. 

3d  Indian  Home  Guards,  Maj.  J.  A. 
Foreman. 

6th  Kansas  Cavalry  (four  companies), 
Capt.  John  W.  Orahood. 

3d  Kansas  Battery,  Capt.  Henry  Hop- 
kins. 

Fort  Lamed,  Kans. 

Capt.  Horatio  N.  F.  Read. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  I. 

12th  Kansas  Infantry,  Company  H,  Capt. 

James  W.  Parmetar. 

9th  Wisconsin  Battery  (left  section), 
Lieut.  Watson  D.  Crocker. 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

12th  Kansas  Infantry,  Companies  A,  G, 
and  I,  Col.  Charles  W.  Adams. 

Leavenworth  City,  Kans. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  H,  Capt. 
Thomas  P.  Killen. 


Fort  Eiley,  Kans. 

12th  Kansas  Infantry,  Company  C,  Capt. 
Nick.  L.  Benter. 

Fort  Scott,  Kans. 

Maj.  Charles  W.  Blair. 

2d  Kansas  Battery,  Lieut.  Edward  A. 
Smith. 

2d  Kansas  Cavalry  (detachment),  Lieut. 
Patrick  Cosgrove. 

12th  Kansas  Infantry,  Companies  B,  E, 
and  F,  Maj.  Thomas  H.  Kennedy. 
3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Company  C, 
Capt.  Edward  R.  Stevens. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

12th  Kansas  Infantry,  Company  K,  Capt. 
John  J.  Sears. 

4th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies land  M,  Capt.  Daniel  Rice. 

Independence,  Mo. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Col. 
William  R.  Penick. 

Paola,  Kans. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry  (six  companies).  Col. 
Edward  Lynde. 

Westport,  Mo. 

Maj.  WvLLis  C.  Ransom. 

6th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt. 
Elijah  E.  Harvey. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  C,  Capt. 
John  E.  Stewart. 


DISTRICT  OF  NEBRASKA. 
Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  McKean. 


Fort  Ralleclc,  Nebr. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt. 
Asaph  Allen. 

Fort  Kearny,  Nebr. 

2d  Nebraska  Cavalry,  Companies  B and  C, 
Lieut.  Charles  D.  Davis. 

Fort  Laramie,  Nebr. 


2d  Nebraska  Cavalry,  Company  D,  Lieut. 
Col.  William  i\  Sapp. 

9 

Telegraph  Line. 

6th  Ohio  Cavalry,  Companies  B and  D. 


6th  Ohio  Cavalry,  Companies  A and  C, 
Maj.  Thomas  L.  Mackey.  , 
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Troops  in  the  District  of  Eastern  Arhansas,  Maj,  Gen.  Benjamin  M, 
Prentiss^  U.  S.  Army.,  commanding.,  June  30,  1863. 

THIRTEENTH  DIVISION.^ 

Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Salomon. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  William  E.  McLean. 

43d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  JoLn  C.  Major. 
35tli  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  Horace  Fitch. 
28tli  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Edmund  B, 
Gray. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Samuel ‘A.  Rice. 

2^th  Iowa,  Col.  Thomas  H.  Benton,  jr. 
33d  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Cyrus  H.  Mackey. 
36th  Iowa,  Col.  Charles  W.  Kittredge. 

33d  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H. 
Heath. 


Artillery. 

3d  Iowa  Battery,  Lieut.  Melvil  C.  Wright. 

1st  Missouri  Light,  Battery  K,  Capt.  Stillman  O.  Fish. 


CAVALRY  brigade. 


Col.  Powell  Clayton. 

1st  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  N.  Pace. 
5th  Kansas,  Lieut.  Col.  Wilton  A.  Jenkins. 


ENROLLED  MISSOURI  MILITIA. 

EIGHTH  district. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Bartholow. 


Brunswick,  Mo. 

35th  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Cax)t. 
George  W.  Cunningham. 

Danville,  Mo. 

67th  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Col.  James 
G.  Kettle. 

Hannibal,  Mo. 

2d  Provisional  Regiment  Enrolled  Mis- 
souri Militia,  Col.  Edward  A. 
Kutzuer. 

La  Grange,  Mo. 

69th  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Col.  Will- 
iam M.  Redding. 


Mexico,  Mo. 

1st  ProAusional  Regiment  Enrolled  Mis- 
souri Militia,  Col.  Joseph  B.  Doug- 
lass. 

Milan,  Mo. 

66th  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Capt. 
Johnson  W.  Jewett. 

Saint  Charles,  Mo.  > 

27th  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Col.  Ben- 
jamin Emmons,  jr. 

Troy,  Mo. 

37th  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Col. 
Charles  W.  Parker. 

TJnionville,  Mo. 

45th  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Col.  Will- 
iam A.  Shelton. 


Thirteenth  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  troops  at  Helena,  Ark.,*  Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Salomon,  U.  S. 
Army,  commanding,  for  June  30,  1863. 


Present  for 
duty. 

g 

Aggregate  present  j 

and  absent. 

6 

PH 

-4^ 

OQ 

c2 

C3 

Command. 

Officers. 

Men. 

P4 

fcB 

4) 

f-i 

fct 

fcC 

Aggregate  1 

turn. 

Pieces  of  fiel 

lery. 

Thirteenth  Division,  Thirteenth  Army  Corps : 

Staff 

2 

2 

' 2 

2 

First  Brigade,  Col.  William  E.  McLean 

61 

1, 160 
1,  746 

1,517 
2,  335 
1,  088 

1,  9.53 

2,  947 
1,  385 

1,935 
2.  980 
1,  383 

Second  Brigade,  Col.  Samuel  A.  Bice 

84 

Cavalry,  Col.  Powell  Clayton 

40 

788 

3 

Artillery 

5 

189 

218 

245 

249 

10 

Total 

198 

3,  883 

5, 160 

6,  532 

6,  549 

13 

Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest,  Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope  command- 
ing,for  the  month  of  June,  1863;  headquarters  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


Cornmand. 


Department  staff  (Milwaukee,  "Wis.) 

District  ofWisconsin,  Brig.  Gen.  T.  C.  H.  Smith: 

Staff  (Milwaukee,  Wis.) 

■ Infantry  t 

Total  District  of  Wisconsin  


District  of  Minnesota,  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  H.  Sibley  (Saint  Paul, 
Minn.) : 

Infantry 

Cavalry 

Artillery 

. Total  District  of  Minnesota 


District  of  Iowa,  Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  S.  Boherts: 

Staff  (Davenport,  Iowa) 

Infantry 

Cavalry 

Total  District  of  Iowa 


District  of  Dakota,  Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Sully : 

Staff  (Fort  Eandall,  Dak.) 

Infantry 

Cavalry 

Total  District  of  Dakota 

Grand  total 


Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Aggregate  last  re- 

turn. 

Officers. 

a 

13 

8 

21 

23 

25 

2 

. i 

3 

3 

10 

108 

181 

506 

12 

109 

184 

509 

155 

3, 125 

1 

3,  518 

4,  281 

4, 307 

36 

921 

1,  024 

1,  209 

1,202 

2 

32 

37 

124 

193 

4, 078 

4,579 

5,  614 

5,509 

5 

5 

5 

3 

128 

206 

219 

10 

483 

590 

630 

18 

611 

801 

854 

5 

, 5 

5 

5 

94 

' 112 

326 

57 

1,031 

1,236 

1,947 

1,  972 

67 

1,125 

1, 353 

2,  278 

1,972 

303 

5,  931 

6,938 

9,  278 

7,  506 

* Belonging  to  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 
t Three  hundred  and  ten  men  on  special  duty,  protecting  enrollments. 
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Troops  in  the  Department  of  the  I^orthwest,  commanded  by  Maj.  Oen.  John 

Pope,  June  30, 1863.' 

DISTRICT  OF  WISCONSIN. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  H.  Smith. 

SOth  Wisconsin  (detachment  of),  Col.  Daniel  J.  Dill. 

DISTRICT  OF  MINNESOTA. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  H.  Sibley. 

6th  Minnesota,  Col.  William  Crooks. 

7th  Minnesota,  Lieut.  Col.  William  R.  Marshall. 

8th  Minnesota,  Col.  Minor  T.  Thomas. 

9th  Minnesota,  Col.  Alexander  Wilkin. 

10th  Minnesota,  Col.  James  H.  Baker. 

Ist  Minnesota  Mounted  Rangers,  Col.  Samuel  McPhaill. 

3d  Minnesota  Battery,  Capt.  John  Jones. 

DISTRICT  OF  IOWA. 

Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  S.  Roberts. 

7th  Iowa,- 1st  Battalion,  Maj.  Herman  H.  Heath. 

Detached  soldiers  and  recruits,  Capt.  Robert  M.  Littler. 

DISTRICT  OF  DAKOTA. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Sully. 

4l8t  Iowa,  Maj.  John  Pattee. 

30th  Wisconsin  (detachment),  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  M.  Bartlett. 

Dakota  cavalry  (two  companies).'' 

Cth  Iowa  Cavalry,  Col.  David  S.  Wilson. 

7th  Iowa  Cavalry  (one  company),  Capt.  Andrew  J.  Millard. 

2d  Nebraska  Cavalry  (eight  companies).  Col.  Robert  W.  Furnas. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  1, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson, 

Care  Colonel  Livingston^  Pilot  Knob.: 

Dispatches  from  Memphis  and  a refugee  from  Little  Rock,  who  came 
in  via  Eolla,  report  Price  and  Marmaduke  gone  south,  toward  the 
mouth  of  the  Arkansas.  Please  give  me  such  information  as  you  may 
have. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  2,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck  : 

I have  sent  5,000  cavalry,  under  Davidson,  into  Eastern  Arkansas. 
Last  report  is  Price  is  moving  south. 

SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


* Not  on  district  return. 
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CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis j Mo.^  July  2, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

General-in-  Chief,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  B.  G. : • 

General  : I am  informed  that  an  effort  is  being  made  in  Washing- 
ton to  obtain  an  order  restoring  the  Department  of  Kansas.  I deem  it 
my  duty  to  say,  in  reference  to  this  matter,  that  peace  cannot  be  re- 
stored and  preserved  near  the  border  of  ^Kansas  and  Missouri  unless 
the  country  on  both  sides  of  the  line  be  under  the  same  command.  I 
have  organized  a district,  consisting  of  the  northern  part  of  Kansas  and 
tbe  border  counties  of  Missouri,  and  placed  it  under  command  of  Brig- 
adier-General Ewing,  a most  excellent  officer,  who  has  the  confidence 
of  the  law-abiding  people  of  Kansas.  The  good  results  growing  out  of 
this  change  are  already  apparent,  and  I believe  any  change  like  that 
contemplated  or  asked  for  would  be  for  the  worse. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General, 


Saint  Louis,  July  2, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut  : 

My  scouts  bring  the  same  report  of  Price’s  movements.  I have  sent 
a strong  cavalry  force  into  Eastern  Arkansas. 

SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Glasgow,  Mo.,  July  2, 1863. 

General  Bartholow,  Macon  City : 

Colonel  Parker,  the  noted  Jackson  and  La  Fayette  bushwhacker,  was 
killed  yesterday  in  Waverly  by  some  militia.  He  had  his  commission 
in  his  pocket. 

. [CLARK  H.l  GREEK. 


Cassville,  Mo.,  July  2,  1863. 

Colonel  Cloud,  Springfield,  Mo. : 

The  scout  has  just  got  in ; brings  important  information.  Hunter  is 
at  Holcomb’s  Springs,  with  500.  Cabell  is  at  Hewitt’s  old  mill,  5 miles 
this  side  of  Fayetteville also  three  squadrons  at  Bentonville.  Cabell 
is  to  have  command  of  all ; said  to  be  2,000  cavalry ; no  artillery.  This 
Captain  [Roan  E.  M.]  Mack  got  from  young  men,  who  got  it  from  their 
pickets  at  Cross  Hollows.  He  also  said  that  Cabell  was  going  to  attack 
this  post  Sunday  morning.  I have  sent  out  another  scout.  I will  send 
word  as  soon  as  I hear  from  it.  My  last  scout  was  commanded  by  Captain 
Mack,  Company  G j took  4 prisoners  and  killed  1 man  j took  13  head  of 
very  good  horses. 

Tours,  respectfully, 

J.  J.  JOHNSON, 

Major,  Commanding  Post. 
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Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis^  Tenn.^  July  2,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  M.  Prentiss, 

Gomdg.  District  of  Eastern  Arlxansas^  Helena,  Arlc. : 

General  : A man  who  has  escaped  from  Price’s  army  informs  me 
that  Price  is  moving  south,  and  will  make  an  attempt  on  Helena,  if  he 
considers  it  safe,  or  else  move  on  Milliken’s  Bend.  He  says  that  women 
are  used  as  spies  by  that  force,  and  that  several  of  them^  started  for 
Helena  before  he  left.  I would  recommend,  if  you  have  not  done  so, 
that  your  lines  be  rigidly  closed.  You  will  much  oblige  me  by  keeping 
me  informed  of  matters  in  your  vicinity.  I could  send  you  temporary 
aid,  if  necessary. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-General. 

Office  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Cairo,  111.,  July  3,  1863. 

General  John  M.  Schofield, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  27th  ultimo,  and  have  sent  a copy  of  it  to  Lieut. 
Commander  S.  L.  Phelps  by  a reliable  officer.  Lieutenant-Commander 
Phelps  commands  the  gunboats  that  will  co  operate  with  your  forces, 
and  is  now  on  board  the  Eastport,  a first-class  iron- clad  gunboat.  He 
will,  no  doubt,  afibrd  any  assistance  in  the  way  of  co-operating  with  the 
troops  that  may  be  in  his  jiower. 

Ver^^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  PENNOCK, 

Fleet  Captain,  &c.,  Commandant  of  Station. 


Springfield,  Mo.,  July  3, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis : 

I had  a strong  scout  from  Marshfield,  under  Major  Suess,  of  the  Sev- 
enth Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  down  to  West  Plains  on  the  27th. 
They  had  good  success,  killing  13,  &c.  He  reported  Colonels  Coleman, 
Burbridge,  and  Freeman  at  Spring  River  Mills,  near  Salem,  with  a 
force  of  about  1,000.  This  being  out  of  my  district,  and  in  General 
Davidson’s,  I trusted  to  him  to  watch  and  protect.  I have  a small 
scout  down  that  way,  and  expect  to  report  daily.  I had  a Butternut 
scout  in  the  eastern  iiart  of  the  district,  which  reported  to  me  just  this 
moment.  The  rebel  women  told  me  that  their  husbands,  &c.,  had  gone 
to  West  Plains  to  join  the  army,  and  that  they  did  not  know  when  they 
would  be  back.  The  southwestern  counties  are  being  cleaned  out  by 
Colonel  Allen’s  provisional  troops  and  parts  of  the  Seventh  and  Eighth 
Missouri  State  Militia,  and  guerrillas  are  not  safe  in  small  squads.  My 
Arkansas  troops  are  very  anxious  to  go  to  their  own  State,  and,  from 
reports,  I believe  that  we  can  get  many  recruits  for  the  army  if  we  go 
there.  1 am  anxious  to  encourage  these  matters,  and,  while  we  move, 
will  do  so  with  caution,  as  you  direct. 

Respectfully,  qlouD, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Eolla,  July  3,  1863. 

Brigadier- General  Totten,  Saint  Louis: 

A part  of  Captain  [William]  Monks’  company,  at  Houston,  that  I 
spoke  to  you  of,  has  been  out  on  a scout,  and  captured  6 prisoners  j just 
come  in  and  are  in  the  fort.  The  men  have  been  now  on  duty  nearly 
one  month,  without  any  show  of  pay.  The  captain  is  here,  and  the  men 
would  like  to  know  General  Schofield’s  decision,  whether  I can  take 
them  up  on  my  list  of  scouts  at  cavalry  pay.  I am  short,  as  you  know, 
of  cavalry,  and  these  men  are  very  valuable.  They  have  no  clothes  or 
money,  and  it  becomes  necessary  to  give  them  an  answer.  Please  pre- 
sent the  case  to  the  general  commanding. 

THOS.  A.  DAVIES, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Wae  Depaetment, 

W ashington,  July  4, 1863 — 1.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Information  from  Memphis,  deemed  reliable,  shows  that  Price*  and 
Kirby  Smith  are  moving  their  forces  south  against  Generals  Grant  and 
Banks.  I think  there  is  no  danger  of  any  immediate  operations  against 
Missouri,  and  I must  again  urge  you  to  send  every  available  man  you 
can  possibly  spare  down  the  Mississippi.  Dispatches  from  Jefferson 
Davis  to  General  Lee,  just  captured,  show  that  the  rebels  are  concen- 
trating on  the  Mississippi  Eiver  and  north  of  the  Potomac  all  their 
forces  not  required  to  garrison  their  works  at  Eichmond,  Charleston, 
and  Savannah.  Even  these  would  have  been  sent  to  Johnston  and  Lee 
if  our  troops  did  not  threaten  these  places. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 

, General-in-Chief. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  5, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

General-in-  Chief : 

I will  do  all  possible  to  assist  General  Grant.  I am  not  yet  certain 
that  Price  has  gone,  but  will  know  in  a day  or  two.  Meanwhile  I will 
get  my  troops  ready  to  embark. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  5, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson, 

Care  Colonel  Livingston^  Pilot  Knob  : 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  for  me  to  have  positive  information  of 
Price’s  movements  as  soon  as  possible.  Make  every  effort  to  get  and 
forward  it  to  me.  If  you  find  that  Price  has  moved  south,  as  reported, 
do  not  go  beyond  easy  communication  with  Cape  Girardeau,  say  Bloom- 
field and  Poplar  Bluff'.  Affairs  down  the  river  require  me  to  give 
Grant  all  the  assistance  in  my  - 1 must,  if  i)ossible,  send  him 

more  troops. 

J,  M,  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis^  Tenn.^  July  5,  1863. 

Maj.  Geii.  B.  M.  Prentiss, 

Commanding  District  of  Easteryi  Arhansas^  Helena,  Arlc. : 

General  : I received  this  morning,  at  6 a.  m.,  your  letters  of  yes- 
terday. 

I have  ordered  guards,  and  will  send  up  the  prisoners.  Lieutenant- 
Coininander  Phelps,  U.  S.  IS^avy,  left  here  with  the  Eastport  on  the  3d 
instant,  and  our  navy  officers  are  so  tenacious  of  orders  that  I question 
if  any  gunboat  would  leave  her  station  without  formal  orders  from 
proper  authority.  The  Conestoga  should  have  been  near  Helena  yes- 
terday. 

I congratulate  you  very  sincerely  on  the  brilliant  defense  you  have 
made  with  inadequate  force.  Would  to  Heaven  I were  not  so  reduced 
as  to  be  unable  to  send  you  proper  re-enforcements.  I have  4,000  men 
to  hold  Memphis  with.  A large  guard  is  required  constantly  for  hos- 
pitals with  4,000  sick,  and  the  immense  Government  supplies  as  well 
as  the  lines  around  the  city. 

I send  you  to-day  the  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  Illinois,  and  will 
see  if  any  others  can  be  drawn  in. 

The  whole  front  below  me  is  heavily  picketed  by  the  enemy,  and  their 
extreme  quietness  along  my  line,  with  the  closeness  of  their  guards,  in- 
duces me  to  believe  in  a movement  of  magnitude.  I can  spare  no  more 
men  from  the  city. 

The  gunboat  Hastings  is  dropping  down  to-day,  and  I have  sent  dis- 
patch boat  for  the  Eastport. 

The  ammunition  you  ask  for  will  come  down  on  the  General  Anderson, 
along  with  the  One  hundred  and  seventeenth. 

1 have  the  houor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

Fort  Scott,  July  6,  1863. 


Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 


Colonel  : General  Blunt  moved  last  night,  with  four  companies  of 
the  Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry,  one  section  of  the  Second  Kansas  Battery, 
one  company  of  the  Fourteenth  Kansas  Cavalry,  and  one  company  of 
the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry  for  Fort  Gibson,  by  forced  marches.  He 
leaves  me  here  in  charge  of  the  office  and  general  business.  Forces  here 
are  six  companies  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  which  arrived  yester- 
day morning,  and  of  which  General  Blunt  assumed  command,  ordering 
four  companies  to  take  station  at  Dry  wood,  where  guerrillas  are  trou- 
blesome, and  two  companies  to  report  to  Major  Blair,  commanding  this 
post.  Also  at  this  i)ost,  three  companies  of  the  Twelfth  Kansas  Infantry 
and  four  companies  of  the  Thirteenth  Kansas  Infantry.  Please  send  me 
a cipher  for  telegrams. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


H.  Z.  CUETTS, 
Assista^ii  AdiutanD  General. 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  61.  ( Saint  Louis,  31o.,  July  6,  1863. 

That  portion  of  the  State  of  Missouri  lying  north  of  the  Missouri 
Eiver  will  hereafter  constitute  the  District  of  Northern  Missouri.  Brig. 
Gen.  O.  Guitar  is  assigned  to  the  command.  Headquarters  at  Macon 
City. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

0.  W.  MAESH. 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo., 

July  7,  1863 — 10.30  p.  m. 


H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in- Chief : 

I have  embarked  two  more  regiments  of  infantry  for  General  Grant. 
This  is  all  I can  spare  without  calling  out  more  militia.  Please  inform 
me  if  you  deem  this  necessary  since  the  fall  of  Vicksburg.  The  militia 
are  nearly  worthless,  except  when  the  danger  is  apparent. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 


31ajor- General. 


Washington,  July  7, 1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  : Yours  of  July  2 is  received.  There  is  no  danger  at  pres- 
ent of  any  change  in  the  organization  of  your  department.  So  long  as 
we  can  gain  success,  the  interference  of  politicians  in  military  matters 
can  be  resisted,  but  on  the  first  disaster  they  press  upon  us  like  a pack 
of  hungry  wolves. 

The  promptness  with  which  you  sent  troops  to  General  Grant  gave 
great  satisfaction  here.  The  fault  of  commanders  of  departments  gen- 
erally has  been  in  holding  back  troops  from  the  field,  thus  paralyzing  a 
large  part  of  the  army  to  guard  unimportant  posts  not  in  the  theater  of 
active  operations.  I have  tried  my  very  best  for  the  last  year  to  over- 
come this  evil,  and  to  prove  to  generals  that  when  we  concentrate  on 
important  points  the  enemy  must  do  the  same.  Even  if  unimportant 
points  are  lost,  they  can  easily  be  recovered  after  a decisive  success  in 
the  true  strategic  position. 

I am  satisfied  that  Missouri  can,  at  the  present  time,  be  in  danger  of 
no  serious  invasion.  Eoving  bands  of  guerrillas  may  do  some  harm  on 
the  southern  border,  but  this  is  of  insignificant  consequence,  compared 
with  the  opening  of  the  Mississippi  and  Arkansas  Eivers.  When  the 
latter  is  held,  the  war  will  be  entirely  removed  from  Missouri.  Do  all 
you  can  to  accomplish  this  object.  Local  authorities  will  complain,  but 
in  a few  months  they  will  see  the  wisdom  of  sending  the  troops  south. 

Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 


Fort  Blunt,  C.  F.,  July  7,  1863. 

Major-General  Blunt: 

Sir:  The  enemy  are  now  camped  on  Elk  Creek,  15  miles  south  of  the 
Arkansas  Eiver.  . They  keep  heavy  stations  on  picket  at  every  ford  of 
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the  river.  They  have  dug  rifle-pits  at  the  fords.  The  river  is  up.  We 
shelled  the  enemy  out  of  their  camp  by  throwing  over  the  river  when 
they  were  near  it,  and  they  fell  back  to  Elk  Creek,  where  they  now  re- 
main. Yesterday  they  were  re-enforced  by  Bass’  regiment  of  Texas 
infantry  [cavalry],  and  six  companies  of  Arkansas  cavalry.  Their  force 
now  consists  of,  viz : Colonel  Watie’s  regiment  of  Cherokee  half-breeds 
and  whites;  Colonel  Adair’s  regiment,  including  Bryan’s  battalion ; Col. 
IJna  [D.  ^N".]  McIntosh’s  regiment  of  Creeks : Col.  Chilly  McIntosh’s  regi- 
ment of  Creeks  and  whites ; Col.  Tandy  Walker’s  Choctaw  regiment 
(mounted) ; Colonel  Folsom’s  Choctaw  regiment  of  infantry  and  cavalry; 
Colonel  De  Morse’s  Texas  cavalry;  Colonel  Hawpe’s  Texas  infantry 
[cavalry] ; Colonel  Bass’  Texas  infantry  [cavalry]  (arrived  yesterday) ; 
Captain  Scanland’s  battalion  Texas  cavalry  (Cooper’s  body  guard); 
Colonel  Hawkins’  Texas  battalion  (mounted) ; Colonel  Young’s  Texas 
battalion  (mounted),  and  one  battery,  four  pieces,  of  12-pounder  field 
howitzers,  and  two  6-pounders  and  a rifled  gun. 

It  is  rumored  that  they  have  some  small  howitzers,  but  I am  not  pos- 
itive. Six  companies  of  Arkansas  mounted  men,  from  the  south  of  Ar- 
kansas Eiver,  arrived  yesterday  with  Bass’  regiment.  I do  not  know 
who  commands  them. 

Brigadier-General  Cabell’s  force,  which  consists  of  Brooks’,  Carroll’s, 
and  Monroe’s  regiments,  all  mounted,  with  three  pieces  of  artillery 
(brass),  has  taken  the  field.  Cooper,  in  his  last  communication  (yes- 
terday), signs  himself  brigadier-general.  Major-General  Holmes  com- 
mands Steele’s,  Cooper’s,  and  Cabell’s  brigades.  Holmes  is  somewhere 
between  Little  Bock  and  Fort  Smith,  I believe  at  Lewisburg,  directing 
movements. 

I have  lately  had  better  information  of  the  enemy’s  condition  and 
movements.  I have  had  communications.  I will  explain  in  separate 
dispatch. 

The  enemy’s  force  consists  of  some  bitter  secesh  and  a lot  of  con- 
scripts. While  I write,  another  flag  of  truce  from  General  Cooper  is 
announced  at  the  river. 

Kespectfully, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Fort  Blunt j G.  N.,  July  7, 1863. 

Major-General  Blunt, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Frontier : 

Sir  : I desire  to  inform  you  of  the  condition  of  affairs  south  of  the  river. 

An  excellent  crop  of  wheat  and  corn  has  been  raised.  The  wheat 
harvested  south  of  the  river  in  Arkansas.  There  never  was  a crop  so 
abundant.  It  will  be  two  months  before  the  corn  is  fair  for  bread,  but 
it  is  tasseling,  clean,  and  plenty  of  rain.  The  rebels  have  allowed  the 
“ Mountain  Feds  ” to  harvest  their  wheat,  but  are  now  conscrii)ting  every- 
thing. Some  have  to  submit;  others  are  fleeing  to  the  mountains. 

I have  had  for  some  time  the  utmost  difficulty  in  getting  information 
from  the  enemy  over  the  river.  My  spies  were  taken  or  killed,  and 
many  of  my  expedients  failed.  I have  opened  some  new  leads.  One  is 
a correspondence  with  a man  whom  you  commissioned  last  fall  to  raise 
some  men  south  of  the  river.  He  raised  a company,  was  enrolled  by 
Holmes,  and  offered  the  pleasant  alternative  of  hanging  or  going  back 
to  the  rebels.  He,  of  course,  chose  the  latter,  biding  his  time»  He 
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is  one  means  of  communication,  and  liis  company  will  come  over  when  I 
open  another.  I have  just  had  a spy  of  Cooper’s  in  camp.  She  brought 
up  news  and  dispatches  from  Scott  and  Sebastian  Counties,  and  was 
recommended  as  a suitable  spy  for  Cooper.  He  employed  her  and  sent 
her  over,  giving  her  a good  deal  of  information  as  to  his  modus  operandi 
in  getting  news  from  my  camp.  She  was  passed  over  15  miles  below 
here,  and  came  in  with  my  dispatches  in  her  bonnet  slits  j also  general 
news.  Besides  news,  stipulated  that  she  must  buy  at  the  sutler’s  store 
a little  coffee  and  a bottle  of  whisky.  Believing  that  his  thirst  for  the 
latter  would  be  almost  as  great  as  his  thirst  for  news,  I sent  him  the 
desired  articles,  as  an  additional  incentive  to  keep  up  the  channel  of 
communication. 

Eespectfully, ' 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

NTo.  62.  ( Saint  Louis j Mo.^  July  7, 1863. 

All  district  and  post  commanders  within  this  department  will,  upon 
application  of  the  United  States  provost-marshals,  under  the  conscrip- 
tion act  of  Congress,  furnish  all  necessary  guards  to  enable  them  to 
perform  their  duties. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

C.  W.  MAESH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  .Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

17o.  63.  1 Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  7, 1863. 

Martial  law  has  been  declared  in  certain  portions  of  this  department, 
and  is  in  force  in  all  places  occupied  by  the  United  States  forces  in  time 
of  war  by  virtue  of  such  occupation.  This  does  not,  however,  suspend 
the  functions  of  the  civil  governments  of  loyal  States,  except  when  ex- 
pressly so  declared  by  the  commanding  general.  It  is  the  duty  of  all 
officers  of  such  loyal  civil  governments  to  execute  the  State  laws,  as  far 
as  possible,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  no  United  States  troops  were  pres- 
ent. And  it  is  the  duty  of  the  military  authorities  of  the  United  States 
to  abstain  from  interference  with  the  civil  officers,  and  to  protect  them 
from  violence,  if  need  be,  while  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Any 
resistance  to  or  interference  with  civil  officers  while  in  the  discharge 
of  their  legitimate  duties,  by  officers  or  soldiers,  is  a crime  which  merits 
and  will  receive  the  severest  punishment. 

It  is  the  mission  of  the  army  to  put  down  rebellion,  to  restore  the 
supremacy  of  civil  law,  to  encourage  and  strengthen  the  civil  authorities 
until  they  shall  again  be  able  to  enforce  the  laws  and  maintain  peace. 
The  rigors  of  martial  law  will  be  gradually  relaxed  in  each  State,  or  por- 
tion of  a State,  as  peace  shall  be  restored  and  the  civil  authorities  regain 
their  strength.  It  can  be  entirely  abrogated  only  when  military  occu- 
pation becomes  no  longer  necessary.  Whenever  military  occupation  is 
objectionable,  its  removal  can  be  best  accomplished  by  tlie  repression  of 
all  those  intestine  disorders  which  it  is  the  function  of  a military  force 
to  correct. 

All  officers  are  required  in  good  faith  to  observe  and  carry  out  the 
spirit  of  this  order.  In  general,  civil  officers  will  be  permitted  to  exe- 
cute civil  process  in  all  camps  and  posts  in  loyal  States  as  in  times  of 
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peace.  If  iu  any  case  the  commanding  officer  of  any  x)ost  or  camp  judge 
that  military  necessity  requires  interference  with  the  execution  of  civil 
l)rocess,  or  that  the  enforcement  of  the  civil  law  in  such  case  will  be 
prejudicial  to  military  discipline,  or  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  any 
act  of  Congress,  proclamation  of  the  President,  or  military  orders,  he 
will,  on  his  own  responsibility,  suspend  such  execution  or  enforcement 
for  the  time  being,  and  immediately  report  the  facts,  through  the  ordi- 
nary military  channels,  to  department  headquarters,  for  the  orders  of 
the  commanding  general.  But  such  interference  with  civil  officers  or 
suspension  of  civil  law  must  be  by  the  orders  of  the  highest  commander 
present,  and  on  his  own  responsibility.  Any  such  interference  by  sub- 
ordinate officers  or  soldiers  will  be  regarded  and  i)unished  as  a high 
crime  on  the  part  of  those  who  commit  such  act,  and  of  the  commanding 
officer  who  tolerates  or  fails  to  prevent  it. 

All  civil  officers  having  process  to  serve  in  any  post  or  camp  will  pre- 
sent it  to  the  commanding  officer,  and  obtain  his  assent  to  its  execution. 
If  he  assent,  he  will  protect  the  civil  officer  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty, 
if  need  be,  by  all  the  force  under  his  command.  If  the  commanding 
officer  refuses  his  assent,  he  will,  without  delay,  report  the  fact,  with  the 
reasons  for  his  refusal,  to  department  headquarters. 

Criminals  arrested  by  the  military  authorities  may  be  turned  over  to 
the  civil  courts  for  trial  at  the  discretion  of  district  commanders.  Ho 
subordinate  officer  will  exercise  such  discretion.  Ho  person  held  in 
custody  by  the  civil  authorities  will  be  taken  from  such  custody,  except 
by  order  of  the  department  commander.  But  the  place  of  confinement 
of  such  person  may  be  guarded  by  troops,  if  the  commanding  officer 
have  reason  to  apprehend  his  escape,  until  the  orders  of  the  department 
commander  can  be  obtained. 

All  acts  of  lawlessness,  especially  murder,  theft,  and  robbery,  must 
be  rigorously  punished,  whether  committed  by  avowed  enemies  of  the 
Government  or  by  those  who  put  on  the  guise  of  loyalty  or  the  uniform 
of  the  United  States  Army  as  a cloak  for  their  crimes.  Those  who. thus 
dishonor  and  disgrace  the  cause  to  which  they  profess  attachment  are 
no  less  criminal  than  the  avowed  enemies  of  the  Government  who  com- 
mit such  crimes,  and  will  be  punished  with  like  severity. 

Such  criminals  will  be  delivered  to  the  civil  courts  for  trial  when  such 
courts  are  able  to  dispose  of  their  cases  with  promptitude  and  certainty, 
otherwise  they  will  be  promptly  tried  b^^  court-martial  or  military  com- 
mission. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

C.  W.  MABSH, 

A ssistant  A djutant-  General. 


Headquarters  District  oe  the  Frontier, 

Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  July  8,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  0.  W.  Marsh, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Another  scout  just  in  from  General  Blunt,  who  directs  me  to  send  a 
train  of  supplies  the  35th  instant,  not  waiting  for  the  return  train,  as 
he  expects  to  have  a great  battle  with  Stand  Watie,  Bell,  and  Cabell, 
and  will  require  all  possible  troops.  He  says  to  forward  for  escort  of 
this  train  four  companies  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry  and  four  com- 
panies of  the  Thirteenth  Kansas  Infantry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Z.  CUKTIS, 

Major  a7id  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Division,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

Bloomfield^  Mo.,  July  8,  1863 — 4 p.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis  : 

I came  here  in  advance  of  my  troops  to  communicate  with  you,  but 
find  the  line,  after  all  my  orders,  not  yet  built.  The  country  is  flooded 
with  water,  and  our  march  has  been  laborious  in  the  extreme.  My 
scouts  are  out  in  every  direction,  and  some  are  due  to-morrow.  I have 
offered  Glenn  high  wages  for  quick  information.  To-morrow  I push  an 
armed  reconnaissance  beyond  Chalk  Bluff.  I will  send  you  promptly 
all  information.  I have  received  none  later  than  the  3d  of  July. 

J.  W.  DAYIDSOlf, 

Brigadier-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  64.  j Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  8,  1863. 

I.  Whenever  the  district  or  assistant  provost-marshals  within  this 
department  shall  receive  or  obtain  information  that  any  person,  since 
the  25th  of  September,  1862,  has  been  engaged  in  armed  rebellion 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  aiding  or  abetting 
said  rebellion,  and  that  any  personal  or  real  property  or  eff  ects,  belong- 
ing to  such  persons,  is  to  be  found  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  it 
is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  such  district  or  assistant  provost-marshals  to 
report  such  fact  without  delay  to  the  provost-marshal-general,  together 
with  a description  of  such  property  (including  slaves),  and  the  names 
of  the  witnesses  by  whom  such  facts  can  be  proven,  so  that  the  matter 
may  be  turned  over  to  the  civil  authorities,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  July  17,  1862,  and  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  of  the  date 
of  July  25,  1862  j and  the  officers  aforesaid  are  further  directed  to  use 
due  diligence  to  ascertain  such  facts. 

II.  Whenever  the  district  or  assistant  provost-marshals,  aforesaid, 
shall  receive  or  obtain  information  that  any  person,  since  the  17th  day 
of  July,  1862,  has  acted  as  an  officer  of  the  army  or  navy  of  the  rebels 
in  arms  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  has  held  any 
civil  office  under  the  so-called  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  or  under  any  of  the  several  States  of  said  Confederacy,  or  who, 
owning  property  in  any  loyal  State  or  Territory,  or  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  has,  after  the  said  17th  day  of  July,  1862,  assisted  or  given 
aid  and  comfort  to  said  rebellion,  the  district  and  assistant  provost- 
marshals  are  in  like  manner  instructed  to  report  a list  of  the  property, 
real  and  personal,  of  said  person,  and  the  names  of  the  witnesses  by 
whom  the  facts  can  be  proven,  to  the  provost-marshal-general  without 
delay. 

III.  No  district  or  assistant  provost-marshal  is  authorized  to  seize 
upon  the  property  of  any  individual,  for  the  purpose  of  confiscation, 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States : Provided,  however,  That  property 
strictly  contraband  of  war,  as  described  in  General  Orders,  No.  8,  series 
1862,  from  these  headquarters,  when  about  to  be  transported  or  being 
transported  in  violation  of  said  order,  shall  be  seized  upon  by  provost- 
marshals,  the  question  of  its  Character  investigated,  and  the  facts  re- 
ported to  the  provost  marshal-general  for  his  orders. 

IV.  Property  required  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  property  which  is 
evidently  subject  to  confiscation,  and  which  must  be  immediately  seized 
to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  or  being  carried  off 
or  destroyed,  will  be  seized  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer  in  the 
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field,  and  turned  over  to  the  proper  staff  officer  for  the  use  of  the  army, 
or  to  be  held  until  orders  for  its  disposition  can  be  obtained  from  depart- 
ment headquarters. 

In  all  such  cases  receipts  in  due  form  must  be  given  to  the  apparent 
owner,  if  he  or  his  representative  be  present. 

To  distinguish  such  receipts  from  those  given  to  loyal  persons  from 
whom  property  is  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  army,  they  will  bear 
upon  their  face  the  words  ‘^To  be  settled  as  the  Government  shall  here-  - 
after  direct.” 

‘ In  all  such  cases  of  seizure,  an  accurate  list  and  description  of  such 
property  will  be  seut  without  delay  to  the  provost-marshal-general, 
with  the  names  of  witnesses  by  whom  the  loyalty  or  disloyalty  of  its 
owner  can  be  proven. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

0.  W.  MAKSH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Jefferson  City,  July  9,  18G3. 

Capt.  G.  W.  Murphy,  Sedalia: 

A party  of  guerrillas  about  Florence,  Morgan  County,  to-day.  Send 
40  mounted  men  there  immediately,  with  instructions  to  scout  the  coun- 
try thoroughly. 

I send  a scout  from  V ersailles. 

E.  B.  BEOWN,  _ 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding.  ■ 


Jefferson  City,  July  9,  1803. 

William  J.  Frett, 

On  TraiUj  Tipton: 

Florence  was  attacked  to-day  by  a small  band  of  guerrillas.  Com- 
manding officer  at  Versailles  will  send  immediately  a scout  of  50  men, 
and  scour  the  country  thoroughly  in  that  direction. 

I send  a scout  from  Sedalia. 

E.  B.  BEOWN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City,  July  9,  1863. 

Col.  J.  H.  Leavenworth, 

Second  Regiment  Colorado  Volunteers, 

Commanding  Route,  Santa  Fe  Road  : 

Colonel:  lam  instructed  by  the  general  commanding  to  inform  you 
that  no  troops  can  be  spared  from  this  part  of  the  district  at  i)resent. 

Troops  have  been  promised  and  are  expected  soon.  A iiortioii  of 
them  will  be  sent  on  the  route  of  the  Santa  Fe  road  as  soon  as  they 
arrive. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HANNAHS, 

Lieutenant,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Department  of  the  Missouri, 

July  9,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson,  Bloomfield : 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  received.  Vicksburg,  with  its  garrison 
of  ov^r  20,000  men,  surrendered  on  the  4th:  On  the  same  day  Price 
attacked  Helena,  and  was  repulsed  with  serious  loss.  I presume  by 
this  time  he  has  crossed  White  Eiver  on  his  way  southwest.  I do  not 
think  it  advisable  for  you  to  advance  farther  south  until  I can  arrange 
with  Grant  for  further  operations,  or  at  least  until  further  information 
is  obtained  of  Pricers  movements.  Watch  well  west  and  southwest. 
Marmaduke  may  attempt  a raid  west  of  you.  If  you  can  open  commu- 
nication with  Eew  Madrid,  it  will  be  well. 

Colonel  Harding  reports  the  Sikeston  road  much  the  most  easy  to 
repair.  Please  examine  it,  and  see  if  you  think  it  worth  while  to 
repair  it. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  ) War  Dept.,  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 

Eo.  213.  I • Washington^  July  9,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Eobert  Allen  is  announced  as  senior  quartermaster  of  the 
Departments  of  the  Northwest,  Missouri,  and  Tennessee.  All  officers 
of  the  Quartermaster’s  Department  serving  in  these  departments  will 
respect  and  obey  his  orders  accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  of  Troops  on  the  Santa  Fe  Eoad, 

Fort  Lamed,  Fans.,  July  9,  1863. 

The  Commanding  Officer  of  any  Troops  on  Santa  Fe  Eoad : 

Sir:  We  are  surrounded  by  the  Arapaho,  Kiowa,  and  Comanche  In- 
dians in  large  numbers.  This  morning  a sentinel  shot  and  killed  an 
Indian,  but  of  which  tribe  I have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  I have 
runners  out  in  all  directions  for  the  chiefs  to  meet  me  in  council,  and 
for  all  whites  near  here  to  come  in.  Dpon  receipt  of  this,  you  will  pro- 
ceed without  delay,  with  any  and  all  force  you  may  have  with  you,  to 
this  post,  for  we  are  utterly  unable  to  render  any  assistance  outside  of 
the  post,  should  it  be  required.  Prompt  action  is  needed  at  this  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  LEAVENWOETH, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  July  10,  1863. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief: 


General:  I have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  7th,  and  am  grati- 
fied to  know  that  my  efforts  to  assist  General  Grant  have  given  satis- 
faction in  Washington.  I sought  in  vain  the  privilege  of  going  to  his 
assistance  with  my  command  last  winter,  instead  of  lying  still  in  Mis- 
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soiiri,  and  it  affords  me  no  little  satisfaction  to  have  been  more  recently 
in  position  to  contribute  something  toward  the  glorious  result  which  he 
has  achieved. 

I inclose  you  a copy  of  a letter*  which  I wrote  to  General  Grant  as  soon 
as  I heard  of  the  fall  of  Vicksburg.  I can  do  but  little  until  he  is  ready 
to  send  a force  into  Arkansas.  I have  retained  in  the  southern  part  of 
Missouri  barely  enough  infantry  to  hold  the  important  points  of  Kew 
Madrid,  Cape  Girardeau,  Pilot  Knob,  Eolla,  and  Springfield  against  such 
cavalry  force  as  the  enemy  could  easily  bring  against  either  one  of  them 
for  a short  time  until  my  cavalry  division  could  come  to  their  relief. 
As  soon  as  troops  start  up  the  Arkansas  or  White  Eiver,  I can  with- 
draw nearly  all  the  troops  from  those  places  and  send  them  down  the 
river.  In  anticipation  of  that  movement,  I am  preparing  to  send  them 
at  a moment’s  notice.  There  will  be  four  regiments  and  a battery. 
Davidson,  with  his  cavalry  division,  is  moving  down  into  Northeastern 
Arkansas,  and  will  sweep  across  the  country  and  join  the  troops  from 
Vicksburg  at  some  point  on  the  river. 

I am  not  informed  whether  you  have  given  General  Grant  any  instruc- 
tions relative  to  operations  west  of  the  river  or  whether  the  matter  is  to 
be  left  entirely  to  him.  I have  taken  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  General 
Grant  that  General  Steele  be  sent  in  command  of  the  force  which  is  to 
operate  in  Arkansas,  as  it  is  important  to  have  an  officer  who  can  be 
relied  upon  in  an  independent  command.  General  Steele  is  familiar 
with  the  country,  and  I believe  correctly  understands  the  true  theory 
of  operations  there.  I am  anxious  to  take  the  field  myself,  and  hope 
soon  to  arrange  matters  here  so  that  I can  leave  Saint  Louis  without 
detriment.  This  I cannot  do,  however,  until  w^e  get  possession  of  the 
Arkansas  Eiver,  and  thus  secure  permanent  peace  in  Missouri.  Mean- 
' while  it  is  important  that  the  troops  in  Arkansas  be  under  a competent 
commander. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  1 Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Northern  Missouri, 

No.  1.  ) Maeon  City,  July  10,  1863. 

In  pursuance  of  General  Orders,  No.  61,  Headquarters  Department  of 
the  Missouri,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  the  District 
of  Northern  Missouri,  comprising  all  that  portion  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
lying  north  of  the  Missouri  Eiver  j headquarters  at  Macon  City. 

* * # * * # # 

O.  GUITAE, 

Brigadier-  General,  Missouri  State  Militia. 


Fort  Halleck,  Idaho,  July  10,  1863. 

Colonel  Chivington, 

Commanding  District  of  Colorado  : 

Sir  : On  the  24th  of  last  month  a band  of  Ute  Indians,  numbering  60, 
came  near  this  post  and  sent  a squad  in  to  beg  provisions,  saying  that 
they  wanted  to  be  friendly  with  the  whites.  They  got  provisions  and 

* See  Inclosure  No.  2 to  Schofield’s  general  report,  Part  I,  p.  18. 
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left.  On  the  2d  of  this  month  they  stole  fourteen  head  of  horses  and 
mules  from  the  mail  company  at  Elk  Mountain  Station.  I sent  a party 
after  them,  but  they  could  not  be  overtaken.  On  the  0th  they  took  three 
horses  from  Cooper’s  Creek  from  the  mail  company.  I started  70  men 
from  this  post,  with  Lieutenants  [Henry]  Braudley  and  [Hugh  H.]  Will- 
iams, at  1 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  to  go  in  pursuit  of  a large  party 
of  Ute  Indians  who  were  reported  about  30  miles  from  this  place  with  the 
mail  stock.  After  a hard  ride  of  30  miles,  they  came  up  with  the  Indians 
a short  time  after  daylight.  The  Indians  had  got  wind  of  them,  and 
had  run  the  stock  through  the  pass  and  into  the  mountains,  and  when 
the  troops  came  up  they  (the  Indians)  commenced  firing  upon  them  from 
the  brush  and  timber,  as  they  had  made  arrangements  for  a regular 
battle,  having  piled  up  stones  on  the  side  hill  for  breastworks.  The 
troops  answered  the  fire  promiitly,  dismounted,  and  charged  up  the 
steep  hill-side  through  the  brush  and  timber,  driving  the  Indians  before 
them,  who  steadily  fell  back,  contesting  every  foot  of  the  ground  until 
they  were  finally  driven  over  the  hill,  when  they  broke  and  scattered 
through  the  mountains.  The  Indians  poured  down  a perfect  storm  of 
bullets  upon  the  troops,  but  their.airn  was  too  high,  as  they  invariably 
shot  over,  a common  fault  in  shooting  dowm  hill ; had  they  not  shot 
over  they  would  have  annihilated  the  troops,  for  there  were  nearly  300 
Indians,  and  the  fight  lasted  two  hours.  We  had  5 men  wounded.  Ser- 
geant [S.  N.j  Waugh  has  since  died ; was  shot  through  the  body.  One  of 
the  others  is  badly  wounded.  We  have  got  information  from  what  is  con- 
sidered a reliable  source  that  the  Indians  lost  over  60  killed  and  wounded ; 
over  20  killed  on  the  field.  When  the  Indians  broke  and  scattered,  the 
troops  were  firing  their  last  round  of  cartridges,  and,  not  having  any 
ammunition,  were  obliged  to  return  to  the  post,  after  eating  breakfast 
on  the  battle-field. 

There  is  supposed  to  be  about  1,000  of  these  Salt  Lake  Utes  in  this 
vicinity,  and  they  are  making  great  threats  of  revenging  the  loss  of 
their  braves  killed  on  the  7th,  and  every  night  some  depredation  is 
committed  on  the  mail  stations.  On  the  8th,  four  head  of  mules  were 
taken  from  the  mail  station  at  Eock  Creek,  and  one  horse  killed  had 
three  arrows  in  him.  On  the  9th,  two  mules  were  taken  from  Medicine 
Bow  Station  and  the  station  plundered.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
more  troops  be  stationed  in  this  vicinity  to  protect  the  mail  line.  I can 
get  none  at  Eort  Laramie.  There  should  be  another  company  at  this 
post,  and  one  company  west  of  here,  say  at  the  Platte,  also  one  at 
Cooper’s  Creek  or  Laramie  Eiver.  If  you  could  send  troops  for  a short 
time  they  would  do  much  good.  Colonel  Collins  is  on  the  road  with 
600  troops  for  this  part  of  the  country. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ALLEN^, 

Captain  Ninth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

P.  S. — Both  officers  and  men  deserve  great  credit  for  the  bravery 
shown  in  the  fight. 


Kansas  City,  July  10,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  B.  E.  Lazear, 

Commanding  Post^  Lexington^  Mo.: 

General  Schofield  informs  me  a band  of  outlaws,  claiming  to  be  TJnion 
men,  are  robbing  and  murdering  the  people  of  Johnson  County.  You 
will  forthwith  take  or  send  two  companies  of  the  First  Missouri  from 
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Lexington  to  repress  the  disturbances  and  arrest  tbe  ringleaders.  These 
companies  will  remain  in  Johnson  County  until  further  orders.  In  my 
name  order  the  two  companies  of  the  Fourth  Missouri  now  at  Warrens- 
burg  to  come  here;  with  transportation.  Telegraph  me  when  two  com- 
panies leave  Lexington.  Let  there  be  no  delay. 

THOMAS  EWIN^G,  Jr.; 

Brigadier-  General. 


General  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

F^o.  69.  j Saint  Louis j Mo.,  July  10,  1863. 

The  following  officers  compose  the  staff  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding the  department : 

Brig.  Gen.  James  Totten,  chief  of  staff,  inspector-general  and  chief 
of  artillery;  Brig.  Gen.  Eobert  Allen,  chief  quartermaster;  Col.  B.  L. 
E.  Bonneville,  U.  S.  Army,  commissary  of  musters ; Col.  T.  J.  Haines, 
aide-de-camp,  chief  commissary;  Col.  F.  D.  Callender,  aide-de-camp, 
chief  of  ordnance ; Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons,  aide  decamp,  chief  of  transpor- 
tation ; Lieut.  Col.  J.  O.  Broadhead,  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 
provost-marshal-general ; Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Marsh,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  in  charge  of  office;  Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell,  assistant  adjutant- 
general  ; Surg.  D.  L.  Magruder,  U.  S.  Army,  medical  director ; Maj. N.  W. 
Brown,  IJ.  S.  Army,  chief  of  pay  department ; Maj. -William  M.  Dunn,  aide- 
de-camp,  judge-advocate;  Col.  William  Weer,  Tenth  Kansas  Volunteers, 
assistant  inspector-general ; Lieut.  Col.  S.  H.  Melcher,  Sixth  Missouri 
State  Militia  Cavalry, assistant  inspector-general;  Capt.  J.  F.  Dwight, 
Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry,  assistant  inspector-general ; Maj.  William  M. 
Wherry,  aide-de-camp ; Maj.  A.  H.  Engle,  aide-de-camp ; Capt.  S.  C. 
Benham,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  inspecting  commissary;  Capt.  William 
Hcelcke,  aide-de-camp,chief  of  engineers ; Capt.  Anton  Gerster,  Twenty- 
seventh  Missouri  Volunteers,  assistant  engineer,  and  Lieut.  J.  K.  Hud- 
son, Tenth  Kansas  Volunteers,  aide-de-camp. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

C.  W.  MAESH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis  J July  11,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border^  Kansas  City,  Mo. : 

General  : 1 have  to-day  sent  you  an  order  to  mount  the  Eleventh 
Kansas.  I will  have  the  horses  and  horse  equipments  supplied  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  chief  difficulty  will  be  to  procure  suitable  arms.  The 
detoand  for  cavalry  arms  is  much  greater  than  the  supply.  On  this  ac- 
count the  regiment  will  have  to  retain  their  muskets  for  some  time. 
You  can  make  requisitions  for  carbines  and  separate  requisitions  for 
revolvers.  I will  try  to  furnish  the  latter  soon. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  regiment  be  quickly  recruited  to  the  maximum 
of  effective  men.  Disabled  men  can  be  either  discharged  or  transferred 
. to  the  invalid  corps,  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  disa- 
bility. 

I am  informed  that  General  Blunt  has  ordered  the  Sixth  Kansas  and 
nearly  all  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  and  the  Thirteenth  Kansas  to  Fort 
Gibson,  saying  he  is  on  the  eve  of  a great  battle.  At  this  distance,  and 
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with  my  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  facts,  I will  not  at  present  decide 
upon  the  propriety  of  his  conduct  in  disregarding  my  orders  relative  to 
the  Third  Wisconsin  until  I can  get  more  accurate  information.  You 
will  have  to  do  the  best  you  can  with  the  troops  now  in  your  district. 
You  can  retain  that  portion  of  the  Twelfth  Kansas  which  you  now 
have,  for  the  present  at  least.  I am  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  give  you  all 
the  force  you  need,  but  everybody  is  calling  on  me  for  troops. 

I am  much  gratified  at  the  success  you  have  already  obtained,  and 
have  full  confidence  that  your  administration  will  prove  a complete 
success. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Northern  Missouri, 

Ko.  2.  j Macon j Mo.,  July  12, 1863. 

The  attention  of  all  concerned  is  hereby  called  to  General  Orders,  Ko. 
63,  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  a strict  and  unfal- 
tering observance  and  enforcement  thereof  is  required  at  the  hands  of 
all  officers,  civil  and  military,  within  the  district. 

The  assassins,  incendiaries,  brigands,  and  marauders  who  infest  this 
district,  whether  claiming  to  be  rebel  soldiery  or  acting  under  the  guise 
•of  loyalty,  are  equally  the  enemies  of  peace,  order,  and  good  govern- 
ment; no  just  discrimination  can  be  made  between  them.  Any  seem- 
ing antagonism  in  the  motives  by  which  they  claim  to  be  actuated  is 
utterly  contradicted  by  the  harmony  and  consistency  of  their  villainous 
practices.  These  men  must  be  brought  to  justice — driven  from  the  dis- 
trict or  exterminated — together  with  all  who  sympathize  with  or  aid 
them  in  their  hellish  work. 

To  the  end,  therefore,  that  the  innocent  may  not  suffer  with  the 
guilty ; that  all  may  understand  their  duties  in  the  premises,  and  that 
security  and  protection  may  be  afforded  to  every  loyal  and  law-abiding 
citizen  in  the  district,  it  is  therefore  ordered — 

I.  That  whoever  shall  voluntarily  feed,  forage,  harbor,  lodge,  or  con- 
ceal any  person  who  is  in  arms  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  who,  having  knowledge  of  the  presence  of  such  persons  in 
their  neighborhood,  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  give  prompt  and  timely  infor- 
mation thereof  to  the  nearest  military  post  or  command,  shall  be  re- 
garded and  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  the  persons  to  whom  such 
aid  and  comfort  shall  have  been  rendered. 

II.  That  any  person  or  combination  of  persons  who  shall  hereafter 
be  found  within  this  district  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  not  acting 
under  the  authority  or  orders  of  some  legally  authorized  military  or 
civil  officer,  shall  be  arrested,  disarmed,  and  held  in  confinement,  sub- 
ject to  orders  from  these  headquarters. 

III.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  every  military  officer  in  the  district  to 
arrest  and  hold  in  confinement,  subject  to  orders  from  these  headquar- 
ters, all  persons  who,  under  the  guise  of  military  authority  or  otherwise, 
shall  wrongfully  do  violence  to  the  person  or  property  of  any  citizen, 
provided  they  shall  not  be  in  the  custody  of  the  civil  authorities. 

lY.  Any  person  or  combination  of  persons  who  shall  be  found  in  the 
act  of  burning,  destroying,  or  plundering  private  property,  or  in  the  act* 
of  committing  any  violence  or  outrage  upon  the  person  of  any  citizen  or 
soldier,  and  y^ho  shall  refuse  to  desist  when  commanded  so  to  do  by  any 
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authorized  military  or  civil  officer,  or  who  shall  defy  or  resist  arrest  by 
such  officer,  shall  be  regarded  as  outlawed,  and  shot  down  upon  the 
spot. 

Y.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  officer  who  shall  make  any  arrest 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  order  to  report,  without 
delay,  to  the  nearest  local  provost-marshal,  or  to  the  district  provost- 
marshal,  the  names  of  the  person  or  persons  so  arrested,  together  with 
the  charges  and  a brief  statement  of  the  evidence  upon  which  such 
arrest  was  made. 

VI.  Any  officer  who  shall  neglect,  fail,  or  refuse  to  execute  promptly 
and  effectively  any  duty  imposed  upon  him  by  the  within  orders  shall 
be  court-martialed  for  disobedience  of  orders  and  neglect  of  duty.  The 
intention  of  this  order  is  not  to  supersede  or  in  any  way  conflict  with 
civil  authority  in  the  district,  but  is  designed  in  aid  thereof,  and  all 
civil  officers  are  invoked  to  the  prompt  and  unfaltering  discharge  of 
their  respective  trusts  as  the  surest  means  of  preserving  peace  and 
order  and  maintaining  the  supremacy  of  the  laws. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Guitar : 

L.  T.  HAYMAN, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Saint  Louis,  July  13,  1863. 

His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States : 

The  arrest  of  William  McKee,  by  General  Schofleld,  is  unkind,  unjust, 
against  the  spirit  of  your  own  instructions,  and  an  insult  to  the  sup- 
I)ortersof  the  Union  and  the  Government.  Please  await  details  by  mail. 

H.  T.  BLOW. 


War  Department, 

Washington^  July  13,  1863. 

General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis ^ 3fo.  : 

I regret  to  learn  of  the  arrest  of  the  ^‘Democrat”  editor.  I fear  this 
loses  you  the  middle  position  I desired  you  to  occupy.  I have  not 
learned  which  of  the  two  letters  I wrote  you  it  was  that  the  Democrat 
published,  but  I care  very  little  for  the  publication  of  any  letter  I have 
written.  Please  spare  me  the  trouble  this  is  likely  to  bring. 

A.  LIKCOLK. 


War  Department, 

Washington^  July  13,  1863. 

Hon.  H.  T.  Blow,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 

I saw  your  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  publication  of  a 
letter  without  the  leave  of  the  writer  or  the  receiver  I think  cannot  be 
justifled,  but  in  this  case  I do  not  think  it  of  sufficient  consequence  to 
justify  an  arrest ; and  again,  the  arrest  being,  through  a parole,  merely 
nominal,  does  not  deserve  the  importance  sought  to  be  attached  to  it. 
Cannot  this  small  matter  be  dropped  on  both  sides  without  further 
difficulty  ? 

A.  LINCOLN. 
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Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Division,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

Bloomfield^  Mo.,  July  13,  1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  Saint  Louis : 

Information  obtained  by  one  of  Glenn’s  men  from  a captured  lieuten- 
ant of  Kitclieu’s  rej^iment  to-day.  Price  crossed  from  Jacksonport  to 
Crowley’s  Eidge,  by  a good  road,  40  miles.  He  bad  no  intention  of  bold- 
ing Helena  ,*  merely  attacked  for  supplies.  Has  now  on  tbe  ridge  six 
brigades  of  infantry,  2,000  each.  Marmaduke  bas  7,000  cavalry.  If 
we  do  not  advance.  Price  proposes  to  attack  us  bere.  His  present  ob- 
ject is  to  draw  us  across  tbe  Saint  Francis,  and  then  assail  our  rear. 
Two  regiments  of  Burbridge’s  brigade  are  at  Cbalk  Bluff,  and  6 miles 
below.  Burbridge  can  concentrate  bis  brigade  from  Pocahontas  to  tbe 
bluff*  iu  twenty-four  hours. 

Eebels  are  fully  aware  of  tbe  nature  and  strength  of  this  command. 
We  are  all  right. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSOE, 

Brigadier-  Ge7ieral. 


Headquarters  Seventh  District  of  Missouri, 

Saint  Joseph,  Mo.,  July  13,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Odon  Guitar, 

Macon  City,  Mo. : 


Sir  : I have  received  the  order  placing  you  in  command  of  Kortbern 
Missouri,  but  I have  received  no  order  to  report  to  you.  I presume, 
however,  that  1 should  do  so ; hence  I write  this  letter. 

The  condition  of  this  district,  except  Livingston,  Andrew,  Holt,  and 
Atchison  Counties,  I believe  to  be  good.  Colonel  [John  B.]  Hale  in- 
forms me  that  Livingston  County  will  give  me  no  more  trouble.  Colonel 
[Bennett]  Pike  informs  me  that  Holt  and  Atchison  Counties  are  becom- 
ing more  quiet.  Andrew  County  is  in  a very  bad  condition.  I have 
now  in  that  county  one  company  of  the  Third  Provisional  Eegiment, 
commanded  by  Captain  [James]  Stotts,  and  one  company  and  25  men 
of. the  Eleventh  Missouri  Cavalry.  1 have  also  ordered  Captain  [Jacob] 
Woodruff’s  company  to  Andrew  County. 

The  officers  and  men  profess  great  anxiety  to  arrest  the  guilty  par- 
ties in  Andrew  County,  but  say  they  cannot  discover  them.  The  truth  is, 
the  people  are  so  alarmed  that  they  dare  not  inform.  I am  laboring  to 
quiet  this  alarm,  and  hope  and  expect  in  a short  time  to  be  successful. 

Very  respectfully. 


WILLAED  P.  HALL, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

In  the  Field,  Fort  Blunt,  July  13,  1863. 

[Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis  f] ; 

Dear  Major:  We  arrived  here  early  on  the  morning  of  the  11th, 
and  took  them  all  by  surprise.  The  Arkansas  Eiver  is  high,  but  fall- 
ing. I am  constructing  three  large  flat-boats  (ferries),  and  shall  have 
them  ready  to  commence  crossing  on  Wednesday  night,  the  15th.  The 
enemy  has  retired  from  his  position  on  the  river,  their  tents,  which 
were  visible  from  here,  having  disappeared  in  the  last  few  days.  They 
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are  supposed  to  be  in  force  about  14  miles  south  of  the  river.  Their 
outposts,  which  are  very  strong,  are  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  where 
they  have  all  the  crossings  guarded  and  defended  by  rifle-pits.  I ex- 
pect to  find  out  their  location  to-day,  and  shall  move  on  them  as  soon 
as  the  boats  are  completed.  If  they  attempt  to  make  much  opposition 
at  the  river,  I think  I can  force  my  way  over  under  cover  of  my 
artillery. 

#*##*** 
Three  men  have  just  arrived  in  my  camp  from  Fort  Smith — Union 
men  who  have  left  their  families  and  fled  to  escape  the  persecution  of 
the  rebels.  They  (the  rebels)  hung  11  men  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Smith, 
because  they  suspected  them  of  being  loyal.  These  men  report  that  the 
mountains  are  full  of  Union  refugees,  waiting  for  us  to  get  to  them  that 
they  may  join  us.  I have  now  learned  where  the  game  is,  and  ache  to 
get  across  the  river.  I shall  make  them  pay  dearly  for  their  barbarity. 

Yours,  truly, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver.,  Colo..,  July  13, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  copies  of  orders  and 
instructions  from  these  headquarters  relating  to  the  Indian  expedition 
sent  from  here  in  aid  of  General  Connor ; also  the  order  for  the  return 
of  said  troops.  I also  forward  copy  of  the  orders  directing  Major  Wyn- 
koop,  commanding  the  expedition,  to  proceed  against  the  Indians,  and 
of  his  instructions,  and  of  copies  of  letters  which  iirompted  the  issue  of 
said  orders.  I hope  my  action  in  this  matter  may  meet  your  approval. 
I am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  CHIVINGTON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District  of  Colorado. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver,  Colo.,  June  30,  1863. 

Maj.  E.  W.  Wynkoop, 

Comdg.  Indian  Expedition  on  Overland  Mail  Route,  Colorado : 

Sir  : In  addition  to  the  orders  you  have  heretofore  received,  the  colo- 
nel commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he  desires  you  to  prohibit  all 
persons  whomsoever  from  accompanying  your  command  except  your 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  who  have  been  regu- 
larly detached  as  your  command,  the  servants  of  officers,  persons  regu- 
larly employed  in  the  quartermaster’s  and  commissary  departments,  your 
guide,  and  such  officers  of  other  corps  and  personal  friends  as  you  may 
desire  to  accompany  you  j and  it  is  particularly  enjoined  that  no  camp 
followers,  except  the  regular  sutler,  be  allowed  to  traffic  with  teamsters 
or  soldiers,  and  no  wagon-master,  in  the  employ  of  the  quartermaster’s 
or  commissary  departments,  will  be  allowed  to  trade  with  ranches,  In- 
dians, or  soldiers,  nor  will  wagon  masters  or  others,  in  such  employ,  be 
allowed  to  take  and  keep  with  your  command  any  animals  of  any  kind 
whatever,  And  you  will  cause  all  persons  accompanying  your  com* 
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mand,  and  in  the  employ  of  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary  depart- 
ments, and  your  guides  to  take  and  subscribe  to  the  accompanying  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  (marked  A),*  and 
you  will  promptly  discharge  all  who  hesitate  in  the  least  about  taking 
said  oath,  taking  their  names  and  description,  noting  the  fact  that  they 
would  not  willingly  and  cheerfully  take  the  oath,  and  they  will  not 
hereafter  be  employed  in  any  of  the  departments  of  this  district. 

You  will  proceed  to  Camp  Collins,  where  you  will  be  joined  by  Com- 
panies B and  M,  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  and  your  command  will  be 
joined  by  Company  I,  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  fitted 
out  for  the  field.  With  your  command  thus  constituted,  you  will  pro- 
ceed west,  on  the  Overland  Stage  Eoute,  as  far  as  Fort  Bridger,  and  chas- 
tise any  Indians  who  may  have  committed  depredations  on  either  the 
ranches  or  emigrants.  You  will  not  report  your  command  for  duty  to 
General  Connor,  but  will  co-operate  with  him  in  any  way  that  may  be 
for  the  good  of  the  service  and  the  safety  of  settlers  and  travelers  on 
the  overland  line,  and  especially  for  the  security  of  the  mail  line  to  and 
from  the  Pacific  States.  You  will  report  all  to  these  headquarters. 

The  other  interests  of  the  district  permitting,  the  colonel  will  join 
your  command  in  about  ten  days,  and  in  the  mean  time  (and  whether 
the  colonel  joins  your  command  or  not)  he  has  full  confidence  that  you 
will  manage  the  expedition  for  the  best  interests  of  the  service  and  the 
reputation,  honor,  and  glory  of  the  First  Colorado  Cavalry. 

You  will  make  a small  detail  in  charge  of  a trusty  non-commissioned 
officer,  and  leave  them  in  charge  of  the  Government  property  at  Camp 
Collins. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  SOULE, 

First  Lieut.  First  Colorado  Cavalry^  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


P.  S. — The  administering  the  oath  had  better  be  delayed  until  you 
reach  Camp  Collins,  for  the  reason  that  your  train  is  now  so  scattered. 


[Inclosure  Xo.  2.] 

Latham,  July  10, 1863. 

Col.  J.  M.  Chivington: 

Dear  Sir  : Inclosed  find  a letter  from  J.  H.  Jones  to  me.  Please 
give  it  your  attention. 

DAVID  JOHNS, 
Division  Agent  Overland  Stage  Line. 

P.  S. — Mr.  Jones  is  our  agent  at  Fort  Halleck,  and  also  sutler  for  the 
United  States. 

[Sub-Inclosure.J 


Fort  Halleck,  July  7, 1863. 

D.  Johns,  Esq.,  Division  Agent : 

Dear  Sir  : I regret  to  inform  you  that  night  before  last  the  Indians 
stole  all  the  horses  at  Cooper  Creek,  but  did  not  take  any  mules.  I 
notify  you  of  this  for  fear  that  Mr.  Taylor,  the  station  keeper,  may  not 
do  it.  I suggest  that  you  bring  several  bell  horses  with  you,  as  you 
know  how  difficult  it  is  to  keep  the  mules  without  a bell  horse. 

Day  before  yesterday  afternoon  the  Indians  visited  Medicine  Bow 
Station,  and  took  all  the  provisions  that  they  had  at  the  station,  and 

* Not  found. 
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then  stripped  Hazard  and  Nicholls  of  their  shirts  and  cravats,  &c.,  and 
left  without  takiug  any  animals.  Captain  [A.]  Allen  sent  out  75  men  in 
X3ursuit  of  the  Indians,  who  overtook  them  18  miles  from  here,  where  a 
battle  is  now  going  on.  How  it  will  terminate  I cannot  say ; 3 wounded 
men  have  been  brought  in  j one  will  die. 

We  will  try  and  keep  the  coaches  running  until  you  come  up  with  the 
stock,  though  the  drivers  and  stock-tenders  complain  a good  deal.  I 
forgot  to  say  that  the  Ute  Indians  have  with  them  some  250  head  of 
horses,  stolen  within  18  miles  of  Fort  Laramie.  They  stole  211  from  old 
man  Eichard  (called  Eeshaw). 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  H.  JONES, 

Agent. 

[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Yirginia  Dale,  July  10, 1863. 

Mr.  Johns: 

Sir  : The  stock  at  Eock  Creek  was  stolen  by  the  Indians  yesterday. 
They  stole  the  mules,  and  shot  the  bell  mare  three  times.  The  women 
are  all  coming  down  here  to-day. 

Yours, 

F.  YAN  HOEN. 

Yan  Horn  is  our  agent  at  Yirginia  Dale. 

DAYID  JOHNS, 

Division  Agent,  Overland  Stage  Line. 

[Inclosure  No.  4.1 

Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver,  Colo.,  July  10, 1863. 

Maj.  E.  W.  Wynkoop, 

Comdg.  Indian  Expedition  on  Overland  Stage  Route,  Colorado  : 

Sir  : Information  has  incidentally  been  received  at  these  headquarters 
that  Indians  have  recently  been  depredating  on  the  overland  line,  this 
side  of  Fort  Halleck,  and  the  colonel  commanding  directs  that  Maj. 
[E.  W.]  Wynkoop,  with  the  forces  comprising  the  Indian  expedition,  go  - 
into  camp  at  Collins,  or  west  of  there,  and  that  a sufficient  force  be  sent  . j 
to  chastise  the  guilty  party.  Great  caution  should  be  observed  not  to 
get  into  trouble  with  any  party  of  Indians  who  are  peacefully  disposed. 
Slajor  Wynkoop  will  be  careful  to  make  timely  requisition  for  the  wants 
of  the  command. 

I am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  SOULE, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General.  j 

[luclosure  No.  5.]  | 

Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver,  Colo.,  July  11,  1863.  ij 

Maj.  E.  W.  Wynkoop,  |i 

Comdg.  Indian  Expedition  on  Overland  Stage  Line,  Colorado : . ; 

Major  : It  has  incidentally  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  colonel  com-  |i 
manding  that  “ Friday”  and  a large  number  of  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  ,jj: 
braves  are  at  Camp  Collins,  on  the  war-path  against  the  Utes,  or  that 
they  intend  to  follow  your  command  for  the  purpose  of  plunder.  This 
you  will  not  allow,  nor  on  any  account  whatever  will  they  be  permitted  ^ 
to  go  into  the  mountains  while  your  command  is  in  pursuit  of  the  Utes.  J! 
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You  Rad  better  leave  one  company  at  Camp  Collins,  and  take  the  other 
four  in  pursuit  of  the  Utes.  A company  will  be  sent  to  the  Middle  Park, 
who  will  look  out  for  the  Utes  there,  if  they  move  in  that  direction. 

I am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  SOULE, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

[Inclosure  Xo.  6.] 

Latham,  July  11,  1863. 

[Col.  J.  M.  Chivington:] 

Colonel  : Mr.  Johns,  division  agent,  sends  this  to  you,  asking  aid. 
Lieutenant  [Hugh  H.]  Williams  is  reported  here  killed  in  the  fight. 
Our  troops  reported  at  Collins.  There  is  a chance  for  a fight. 

J.  S.  FILLMOKE, 
Paymaster  United  States  Army. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  July  13,  1863. 

Col.  d.  C.  Kelton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

I have  the  honor  to  transmit  inclosed  extracts*  from  letter  to  me 
from  Col.  S.  Miller,  commanding  forces  left  for  defense  of  the  frontier  of 
Minnesota  during  the  absence  of  General  Sibley  on  the  plains.  The 
same  statements  have  been  made  in  several  of  the  newspapers  in  Minne- 
sota within  the  last  month.  I have  to  request  that  I be  furnished  with 
a copy  of  the  order  under  which  Mr.  Hatch  is  acting,  and  that  I also  be 
informed  of  the  extent  of  authority  given  him.  Of  course,  he  has  no 
authority  for  announcing  that  he  is  to  command  troops  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  within  this  department,  and  to  make  campaigns  at 
his  pleasure,  independent  of  the  proper  military  authorities  of  this  de- 
partment, but  I desire  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  General-in-Chief  to  the  reconsideration  of  the  policy  of  enlisting 
Indians  in  the  service  of  the  Government.  Without  entering  into  the 
facts  developed  by  experience  during  the  last  thirty  years,  and  which 
furnish  sufficient  argument  against  employing  Indians  in  warlike  opera- 
tions against  each  other,  I would  simply  inquire  who  is  to  be  responsi- 
ble that  the  Indians  thus  armed  and  equipped  by  the  United  States  do 
not  use  arms  and  equipments  against  the  white  settlements'?  In  re- 
spect to  civilization  there  is  absolutely  no  difference  between  the  Chip- 
pewas,  whom  it  is  proposed  to  enlist,  and  the  Sioux,  now  in  arms  against 
the  Government.  It  seems  to  me,  and  I would  respectfully  suggest  it 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  the  policy  of  arming 
Indians  and  teaching  them  the  mode  of  warfare  pursued  by  the  whites 
is  simply  training  them  in  the  best  school  for  any  future  difficulties  they 
may  have  with  us.  No  more  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  Chippe- 
was  than  any  other  Indians,  and  it  has  scarcely  been  six  months  since 
the  people  of  Minnesota  were  in  the  greatest  alarm  and  abandoned  their 
homes  on  the  frontier  on  account  of  these  very  Indians  whom  it  is  now 
proposed  to  enlist  in  the  public  service,  and  arm  and  equip  at  the  public 
expense.  What  faith  is  to  be  placed  in  them?  Is  it  not  better,  in  view 
of  all  the  facts,  to  keep  these  Chippewas  in  the  same  unprepared  condi- 
tion for  hostilities  that  they  have  always  been  in,  and  trust  to  their  want 
of  honor  to  make  war  upon  the  whites  rather  than  to  their  good  faith  ? 
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The  same  proposition  was  made  to  me  last  autumn,  and  rejected  for  the 
reasons  furnished  me  by  fifteen  years^  experience  among  Indians.  In 
these  refusals  I was  fully  sustained  by  Commissioner  W,  P.  Dole  and 
Superintendent  Thompson,  who  were  both  present  in  Saint  Paul,  and 
who  both  expressed  the  strongest  opinions  on  the  subject  of  extermi- 
nating instead  of  employing  these  very  Chippewa  Indians. 

I trust  I will  be  permitted  to  say  also  that,  in  my  judgment,  the  bat- 
talion which  Mr.  Hatch  is  authorized  to  raise  will  be  simply  a source  of 
great  and  unnecessary  expense  to  the  Government.  A knowledge  of 
the  position  of  affairs  in  Minnesota  and  other  peculiar  circumstances 
connected  with  the  subject  would,  I think,  satisfy  the  War  Department 
of  this  fact.  I do  not  doubt  the  campaign  now  in  progress  will  leave 
Indian  matters  in  Minnesota  in  such  shape  that  few  troops  will  here- 
after be  necessary  in  that  State.  One  regiment  of  Mounted  Dangers, 
authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War  last  autumn,  and  which  is  now  in 
service,  ought  and  I doubt  not  will  be  sufficient,  with  small  garrisons 
at  the  principal  posts,  to  protect  the  frontier  for  the  future. 

These  remarks  are  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
such  consideration  as  they  merit,  it  being  my  purpose  only  to  inform 
him  that,  according  to  my  judgment,  the  authority  given  Mr.  Hatch 
had  best  be  revoked,  or  at  least  modified  so  as  to  authorize  him  to  enlist 
only  whites,  and  that  the  organization  of  his  battalion  be  so  changed 
that  it  shall  consist  of  only  one  arm  of  the  service,  so  that  it  can  readily 
be  attached  hereafter  to  regiments  in  process  of  forming  or  the  compa- 
nies of  which  have  been  consolidated. 

I am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  July  13,  1863. 

Col.  J.  C.  Kelton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  inclosed  papers,*  in  rela- 
tion to  Indians  in  the  western  part  of  this  State,  for  the  information  of 
the  War  Department. 

I telegraphed  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  requesting  that 
an  Indian  agent  be  sent  here  to  take  charge  of  these  Indians,  and  ac- 
company them  to  their  reservation  on  the  Upper  Missouri.  A copy  of 
the  dispatch,  with  the  answer  to  it,  is  inclosed.*  The  facts  are  briefly 
as  follows : 

A very  large  number  of  Indians,  estimated  at  about  1,000,  have  sud- 
denly appeared  in  Juneau  County.  Among  them,  and  in  considerable 
numbers,  are  found  Men  Indians,  that  is,  Indians  not  belonging  to  Dan- 
dy’s” band  of  Winnebagoes,  which  has  long  been  in  that  neighborhood. 
The  Men  Indians  do  not  speak  the  same  dialect  with  Dandy’s  ” band ; 
they  are  very  insolent,  demanding  everything  they  want  from  the  whites, 
and  taking  when  the  articles  are  not  given.  They  are  destroying  the 
fields,  and  creating  much  uneasiness  and  apprehension.  They  have 
quantities  of  fine  shawls,  counterpanes,  and  other  articles,  evidently 
the  property  of  white  i)eople,  which  are  supposed  to  be  x)art  of  the 
plunder  of  the  settlements  of  Minnesota  last  autumn.  They  are  be- 
lieved to  be  Indians  from  that  State  who  have  escaped  during  the 
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removal  of  the  Winnebagoes  and  Sioux,  and  who  escaped  in  anticipa- 
tion of  such  removal.  I offered  to  collect  them  together  for  shipment 
to  the  Upper  Missouri,  but  the  Indian  Department  declines  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  them,  and  informs  me  if  I collect  them  they  will  be 
“ on  my  hands,”  by  which,  I suppose,  is  meant  all  the  expenses  of  mov- 
ing and  feeding  them  will  be  thrown  on  the  War  Department.  I am 
not  willing  to  accept  this  arrangement.  If  these  Indians  are  not  proper 
subjects  for. the  Indian  Department,  I have  been  mistaken  as  to  the 
duties  of  that  Department.  I can  easily  protect  the  settlements  by  send- 
ing troops,  but  this  will  involve  considerable  expense,  without  hope  of 
any  termination  to  it,  and  will  deprive  me  of  three  or  four  companies, 
constituting  the  whole  military  force  of  the  State.  I submit  the  matter 
(fully  set  out  in  the  inclosed  papers)  for  the  consideration  of  the  War 
Department. 

I am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General^  CommaTidinc^. 


Headwarters  Departivient  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis ^ Mo.^  July  14, 1863. 

His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  G.: 

Mr.  President  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
dispatch  dated  July  13,  expressing  your  regret  to  learn  of  the  arrest 
of  the  “ Democrat  ” editor,  and  your  fear  that  this  loses  me  the  middle 
position  which  you  desired  me  to  occupy  ; also  requesting  me  to  spare 
you  the  trouble  this  is  likely  to  bring.  I am  satisfied  the  facts  in  this 
case  have  been  misrepresented  to  you,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  me,  if 
possible,  at  least  in  your  estimation,  from  that  middle  position  which  I 
have  thus  far  maintained,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  extreme  politicians  to 
drive  me  from  it.  The  politics  of  Mr.  McKee  had  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  his  arrest,  except  that  his  position  as  editor  of  a leading  Union 
journal  caused  me  to  be  much  more  indulgent  than  I would  have  been 
toward  an  ordinary  offender. 

The  facts  attending  the  arrest  of  Mr.  McKee  are  as  follows : 

While  I was  temporarily  absent  from  Saint  Louis  your  letter  of  May  27 
appeared  in  the  Democrat.  I regard  this  letter  as  official  and  confidential. 
The  publication  of  it,  with  my  knowledge  or  consent,  would  have  been  a 
gross  breach  of  your  confidence  in  me.  If  obtained  by  the  connivance  of 
one  of  my  subordinates,  to  whose  keeping  it  had  been  intrusted,  a like 
breach  of  trust  had  been  committed.  If  a copy  of  the  letter  had  been  sent 
by  you  to  General  Curtis,  and  this  found  its  way  to  the  press  without  his 
or  your  authority,  a serious  offense  had  been  committed  by  some  one.  In 
either  case  it  was  my  plain  duty  to  ascertain  who  had  been  guilty  of  so 
great  a breach  of  trust,  and  to  punish  the  guilty  party  if  within  the 
limits  of  my  command,  or,  if  not  under  my  control,  to  report  the  facts 
to  the  proper  officer  for  his  action.  Accordingly,  on  my  return  to  Saint 
Louis  a few  days  after  the  publication  of  the  letter,  I sent  a note  to  Mr. 
Eishback,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Democrat,  requesting  him  to 
call  at  my  office,  which  he  promptly  did.  In  answer  to  my  inquiry  from 
whom  the  letter  was  obtained,  he  said  he  could  tell  me  nothing  about 
it ; that  Mr.  McKee  was  responsible  for  it.  I then  sent  by  Mr.  Eish- 
back a verbal  request  to  Mr.  McKee  to  call  and  explain  the  matter.  Mr. 
McKee  paid  no  attention  to  this  request.  After  waiting  several  days,  I 
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caused  one  of  my  staff  officers,  a personal  friend  of  Mr.  McKee,  to  re- 
peat the  request  in  writing.  This  Mr.  McKee  also  treated  with  con- 
tempt, making  no  reply  to  it  whatever.  After  waiting  several  days 
longer,  I ordered  Mr.  McKee  to  be  arrested  and  brought  befor^e  the  pro- 
vost-marshal-general, and  required  to  give  the  desired  information.  Mr. 
McKee  stated  that  the  letter  did  not  come  to  him  from  my  office,  but  he 
was  unwilling  to  say  from  whom  it  did  come,  and  asked  ten  days’  time 
in  which  to  make  his  reply.  This  request  was  granted.  Mr.  McKee’s 
arrest  was  merely  nominal,  he  simply  giving  his  verbal  parole  that  he 
would  report  at  the  end  of  ten  days.  It  is  now  sought,  I presume,  to 
get  your  order  suspending  further  proceedings  or  excusing  Mr.  McKee 
from  answering  my  question,  and  thus  screen  the  guilty  party.  Mr. 
McKee  declares  his  own  innocence,  saying  he  came  by  the  letter  hon- 
estly, but  he  is  unwilling  to  inform  me  who  the  guilty  party  is.  It  seems 
probable  from  all  I can  learn  that  Mr.  McKee  obtained  the  letter  for 
publication  through  some  friend  of  General  Curtis,  to  whom,  I presume, 
you  sent  a copy  of  it,  and  not  through  the  infidelity  of  some  person 
under  my  command,  as  at  first  appeared.  If  this  is  true,  I am  very 
willing  to  stop  proceedings  in  the  matter  if  you  will  express  your  will- 
ingness to  overlook  the  offense  committed  in  the  publication  of  the 
letter,  or  in  giving  it  to  the  press  for  publication,  and  to  pardon  the 
offender  without  knowing  who  he  may  be. 

I am,  Mr.  President,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


General  Halleck: 


Saint  Loins,  Mo.,  July  14,  1863, 


Price  is  moving  up  Crowley’s  Eidge,  to  attack  General  Davidson  at 
Bloomfield.  Price  has  from  6,000  to  12,000  infantry  and  5,000  to  6,000 
cavalry.  Davidson  has  only  5,000  cavalry.  I cannot  re-enforce  him 
without  leaving  the  depots  unguarded.  Cannot  troops  be  sent  up  White 
Eiver  immediately  % 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD. 


Department  of  the  Missouri, 

July  14, 1863. 


General  Grant,  Viclishurg : 

Price  is  in  Northeastern  Arkansas,  with  about  15,000  men,  moving  into 
Missouri.  I have  not  force  enough  to  drive  him  out,  having  sent  nearly 
all  to  Vicksburg.  Cannot  you  send  a force  up  White  Eiver  or  the  Ar- 
kansas immediately  ? You  can  capture  all  of  Price’s  infantry  and  artil- 
lery.* 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  14, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson,  Bloomfield  : 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  received.  I apprehend  that  Price,  ; 
while  threatening  you  with  his  infantry,  may  send  his  cavalry  west  of 


See  Grant  to  Schofield,  July  21,  p.  385. 
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you  to  make  a raid  into  Missouri.  Look  out  for  him,  and  regulate  your 
movements  accordingly.  I will  secure  a diversion  in  your  favor  as  soon 
as  possible. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Eolla,  Mo.,  July  14,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

My  woman  scout  has  reported.  Freeman  is  on  the  North  Fork  of 
White  Eiver,  35  miles  from  West  Plains,  with  about  500  men  and 
two  independent  companies  and  five  pieces  of  artillery,  and  was  pre- 
paring to  move  on  Houston  immediately.  Shall  re-enforce  it  with  three 
pieces  of  Backofs  battery  and  three  companies  of  the  Fourth  [Fifth] 
Missouri  and  the  company  at  Licking. 


THOS.  A.  DAVIES, 

Brigadier-  General. 


New  Madrid,  Mo.,  July  14, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department,  &e. : 

General  : I have  garrisoned  the  fort  with  one  company  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Missouri.  This  company  has  been  drilled  at  siege  guns.  The 
superior  and  inferior  slopes  are  dressed  and  the  whole  work  is  nearly 
repaired.  Some  work  upon  the  platform  and  a good  deal  upon  the 
magazine  remains  to  be  done.  I drew  lumber  at  Cairo  for  the  revet- 
ment of  the  lunettes,  and  they  will  soon  be  finished.  I have  no  guns 
to  place  in  them,  however. 

I have  changed  our  lines  a little,  and  shall  construct  one  battery  more 
than  the  engineers  had  iirovided  for,  and  destroy  a line  of  rifle-pits 
made  by  the  rebels,  and  which  the  engineers  had  included  in  our  plan  of 
defense. 

Since  the  Twenty-fourth  Missouri  and  One  hundred  and  first  Illinois 
left  me  I have  heard  nothing  of  them.  The  cavalry  which  I sent  to  re- 
connoiter  the  country  west  of  the  swamp  will  probably  be  in  to-morrow 
or  next  day. 

The  i)eople  in  this  vicinity  need  the  application  of  Orders,  No.  30,  and 
I would  be  glad  to  have  the  machinery  to  enforce  it. 

We  have  an  immense  amount  of  forage  here,  something  over  5,000 
sacks  of  oats  and  800  bales  of  hay ; if  any  more  be  sent,  tarpaulins  to 
protect  it  should  accompany  it. 

I hear  nothing  from  General  Davidson  or  his  forces,  excepting  a rumor 
of  a large  body  of  cavalry  marching  toward  me  from  Bloomfield. 

The  captain  of  the  gunboat  New  Era  called  upon  me  yesterday,  in- 
forming me  of  guerrilla  bands  being  ready  for  operations  between  Co- 
lumbus and  Island  No.  10,  and  between  Point  Pleasant  and  Fort  Pillow. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHESTEE  HAEDING,  jR., 

' Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  July  15,  1863—8  a.  m. 

J.  O.  Broadhead,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

The  effect  on  political  position  of  McKee’s  arrest  will  not  be  relieved 
any  by  its  not  having  been  made  with  thdbt  purpose. 


A.  LINCOLN. 
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Washington,  Jidyl^,  1863—7.30  a..m. 

General  Prentiss,  Selena : 

It  is  reported  that  Price  is  moving  north.  All  available  forces  should 
immediately  move  on  his  rear  so  as  to  cut  off  his  retreat.  The  forces  in 
Missouri  will  prevent  his  penetrating  far  into  that  State,  and,  if  he  is 
cut  off  in  rear,  his  forces  must  disperse  or  surrender.  Apply  to  the 
naval  commander  for  co-operation  with  gunboats  on  White  River.  Ro 
time  should  be  lost. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief, 


War  Department, 

W ashington^  July  15,  1863—10  a.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  LouiSj  Mo, : 

General  Prentiss  has  been  ordered  to  move  on  Price’s  rear.  K prop- 
erly resisted  in  Missouri  by  General  Davidson,  he  must  either  disperse 
or  surrender. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief, 


Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 


Saint  Louis,  Mo., 
July  15,  1863-10.30  p.  m. 


General  Davidson  will  move  forward  immediately,  and  assist  the 
forces  from  Helena.  Please  inform  me  if  Eastern  Arkansas  is  to  be 
restored  to  this  department.  With  your  approval,  I wish  to  go  there 
myself  soon. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General, 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo., 

July  15,  1863 — 8.30  a.  m- 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

I rode  over  here  last  night,  as  my  line  is  not  working  yet,  to  talk  with 
you.  I sent  Captain  [Byron  O.]  Carr  up  for  more  transportation.  Our 
roads  were  horrible.  It  is  impossible  to  get  to  Kew  Madrid  until  the 
water  in  the  swamps  subsides,  and  then  it  will  take  great  labor  to  repair 
the  roads.  Harding  is  safe  from  the  enemy  at  Kew  Madrid  with  a platoon. 
I think  the  Twenty -fourth  Missouri  ought  to  be  sent  to  the  Cape.  I am 
working  the  road  to  Poplar  Bluff,  and  have  troops  at  Saint  Francis- 
ville;  also  troops  at  Saint  Luke,  and  repairing  the  road  to  Chalk  Bluff. 
I am  throwing  up  works  at  Bloomfield  for  a permanent  garrison.  The 
Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  ought  to  be  repaired  by  the  Government. 
I have  written  you  fully  on  this  and  other  subjects  by  Captain  Carr, 
Glenn  thinks  his  scouts  are  all  captured.  I telegraphed  you  the  last 
information  I had  from  a prisoner.  Price,  I believe,  is  on  the  Ridge. 
If  you  will  give  me  some  infantry  I will  be  glad  to  go  down  either  on  the 
Ridge  or  to  Batesville.  I leave  here  at  12  m.  to-day.  Carr  will  carry 
you  full  information. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSOK, 

Brigadier-General, 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  15,  1863. 
Brigadier-Geueral  Davidson,  Cape  Girardeau: 

Your  dispatch  is  received.  It  is  not  worth  the  labor  to  repair  the 
road  to  New  Madrid.-^  Your  communication  with  Cape  Girardeau  will 
be  sufficient,  and  I hope  not  to  have  to  use  that  very  long.  I cannot 
send  you  infantry  enough  to  enable  you  to  advance  against  Price.  If 
he  is  in  force  east  of  White  Eiver,  the  troops  to  operate  against  him 
must  come  from  Vicksburg,  and  will  move  up  White  or  Arkansas  Kiver. 
The  most  you  can  do  at  present  is  to  be  ready  to  move  in  concert  with 
them.  I hope  to  hear  of  their  starting  soon.  I am  informed  large  stores 
of  forage,  &c.,  have  been  shipped  to  New  Madrid  for  your  command; 
probably  they  had  better  be  sent  up  to  the  Cape.  Asboth,  at  Colum- 
bus, asks  for  help,  and  Harding  will  have  to  furnish  it,  so  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Missouri  cannot  be  sent  up  for  the  present. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  July  15, 1863. 

Major-General  Schoeield: 

My  train  came  here  for  supplies.  It  is  now  loading  with  all  haste, 
after  receiving  your  telegram.  The  division  will  leave  Bloomfield  on 
the  17th,  and  I will  make  good  time. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  15, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  McNeil,  Springfield : 

Port  Hudson  has  surrendered.  Our  troops  move  into  Eastern  Ar- 
kansas immediately.  Your  available  cavalry  may  move  as  far  and  as 
rapidly  as  your  information  of  the  enemy’s  strength  in  Northwestern 
[Arkansas]  will  justify.  It  is  probably  not  best  to  cross  the  Boston 
Mountains  at  present.  Direct  your  attention  particularly  to  the  pro- 
tection of  General  Blunt’s  flank  and  line  of  communication  between 
Fort  Scott  and  Fort  Gibson.  Please  keep  me  fully  advised. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Lexington,  Mo.,  July  15, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing  [?] : 

Dear  General  : I left  Kansas  City  yesterday  morning  on  the  Og- 
den. Arrived  here  at  5 o’clock  the  same  day,  and  the  first  news  I 
learned  was  the  murder  of  4 Union  men  and  1 girl,  and  9 wounded, 
by  the  bushwhackers,  numbering  40.  This  sad  affair  took  place  in 
Freedom  Township,  in  the  German  settlement,  some  15  miles  from 
this  city.  After  they  executed  their  hellish  purposes,  they  went  in 
the  direction  of  the  Mound,  about  9 miles  from  town,  and  dispersed 
in  small  bands  of  from  5 to  10,  some  going  toward  the  Sni,  and  in 
various  directions.  This  band  is  headed  by  one  W.  T.  Anderson,  who 
formeily  lived  in  this  place.  They  captured  1 of  the  militiamen,  and 
paroled  him  to  report  to  Colonel  McFerran,  and  to  no  other,  to  be 
exchanged  for  one  notorious  William  Ogden,  said  to  be  at  this  time  a 
prisoner  in  Kansas.  Failing  to  com^ily,  his  life  is  to  be  the  forfeit. 


378  MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 

Colonel  Childs  was  taken  by  them  and  led  to  the  brush,  there  to  be 
hanged.  Through  the  intercession  of  former  friends,  his  life  was  spared, 
on  conditions.  Those  conditions  the  colonel  was  not  at  liberty  to  con- 
fide to  your  correspondent.  The  noted  bushwhacker  Dave  Pool  had 
Colonel  Childs  prisoner.  This  Pool  has  declared  that  he  intended  kill- 
ing 50  Union  men,  in  retaliation  for  the  killing  of  Colonel  Parker,  &c. 
On  my  way  up  to  your  city,  we  passed  about  15  or  20  bushwhackers,  on 
a point  of  timber  land,  a few  miles  above  Sibley  (bottom  land),  about 
7 a.  m.  They  appeared  to  be  preparing  their  breakfast.  The  boat  was 
not  within  range.  Had  she  been,  no  doubt  we  would  have  received  a 
volley  from  their  fire-arms.  We  saw  none  coming  down.  The  friends 
are  pleased  to  learn  that  you  will  soon  be  down. 

Truly,  your  friend, 

SAM.  BEEITENBAUGH. 


GrENERAL  ORDERS,  ) HdQRS.  DiST.  OF  SOUTHWESTERN  MO., 

JSTo.  15.  ) . Springfield,  Mo,,  July  15, 1863. 

I.  Pursuant  to  Special  Orders,  No.  177,  from  Headquarters  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  this 
military  district,  as  now  extended  ‘‘to  include  the  western  tier  of  coun- 
ties of  Missouri  south  of  the  present  northern  limit  of  this  district.” 

II.  As  military  commandant  of  this  district,  I shall  require  of  every 
officer  and  soldier  a strict  maintenance  of  discipline  and  military  order, 
as  prescribed  by  Army  Eegulations,  and  implicit  obedience  to  all  orders 
now  in  force  or  hereafter  to  be  promulgated. 

III.  Protection  will  be  given  to  each  and  every  loyal  citizen  of  the  dis- 
trict, to  the  full  extent  of  the  means  at  my  command.  To  that  unfor- 
tunate class  of  citizens  who,  at  the  outbreak  of  this  wicked  rebellion, 
faltered  in  their  duty  to  their  country  and  its  Government,  but  who 
now,  finding  that  the  Government  is  not  only  able  to  protect  the  loyal 
but  also  has  ample  power  to  coerce  and  punish  the  disloyal  and  delin- 
quent, are  content  to  renew  their  obligations  of  loyalty,  and  to  live  in 
peace  with  their  old  neighbors,  giving  a positive,  active,  and  sympa- 
thetic support  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the  same' pro- 
tection will  be  extended  as  though  they  had  never  erred. 

IV.  While  desiring  to  act  with  all  proper  leniency  toward  those  who, 
convinced  of  the  great  wrong  and  error  of  their  conduct,  shall  volun- 
tarily surrender  themselves  and  their  arms,  I shall  pursue,  with  untiring 
vigilance,  all  guerrilla  bauds,  marauders,  and  bushwhackers,  and  when 
taken  they  will  be  summarily  dealt  with.  All  recruiting  officers  or  any 
other  class  of  persons  claiming  connection  with  the  army  of  the  so- 
called  Southern  Confederacy,  when  arrested  within  the  limits  of  this 
military  district,  will  be  considered  and  treated  as  spies  of  the  enemy, 
it  being  the  determination  of  the  district  commander,  in  accordance 
with  instructions  from  department  headquarters,  to  take  steps  to  insure 
the  supremacy  of  the  civil  law.  When  the  courts  can  be  held  in  every 
county  of  the  district,  when  every  process  of  law  can  be  executed, 
when  men  can  follow  the  ordinary  vocations  of  industry  in  peace,  and, 
consequently,  business  shall  have  resumed  its  wonted  course,  you  will 
have  no  longer  any  need  of  military  protection.  I earnestly  invoke 
the  aid  of  every  citizen  in  producing  this  condition  of  affairs,  desiring 
no  higher  honor  than  that  of  restoring  peace  to  this  district. 

V.  Capt.  C.  G.  Laurant  is  announced  as  the  assistant  adjutant- general 
of  this  district,  and  he  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly.  All 
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reports  and  official  communications  respecting  district  business  will 
,be  addressed  to  him  at  these  headquarters. 

VI.  .All  orders  issued  by  the  late  commander  of  this  district  will  re- 
main in  force  until  further  orders. 

JOHN  McNEIL, 

Brigadier-  General,  Comdg.  JDist.  of  Southwestern  Missouri. 


Hdqrs.  Sixth  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbus,  Ky.,  July  16,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Please  send  a regiment  to  Paducah  and  a regiment  and  light  battery 
to  Cairo,  if  it  is  possible  to  do  so.  Keports  from  all  parts  agree  that 
Pillow  is  advancing  in  force  to  co-operate  with  Morgan,  and  interfere 
with  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi.  Please  telegraph  what 
you  can  do. 

ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

Fort  Scott,  July  16,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

A.  A.  G.,  Department  Headquarters,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Colonel  : Pursuant  to  General  BlunPs  instructions,  a supply  train 
of  about  200  wagons  leaves  Saturday  for  Fort  Gibson,  escorted  by  four 
companies  and  two  mountain  howitzers,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and 
a battalion  (200  men)  of  the  Thirteenth  Kansas  Infantry.  A return 
train  of  200  wagons  arrived  yesterday,  escorted  by  five  companies  of 
the  Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry  and  one  company  of  the  Fourteenth  Kansas 
Cavalry.  I have  issued  the  requisite  orders  to  have  this  train  refitted 
and  prepared  to  move  back  on  the  28th  instant  with  the  same  escort,  to 
which  will  be  added  the  remaining  battalion  of  the  Thirteenth  Kansas 
Infantry,  and,  if  thought  necessary,  the  remaining  section  or  one  gun 
of  the  Second  Kansas  Battery. 

The  bushwhackers  made  a raid  last  night  to  within  5 miles  of  this 
post,  committing  private  depredations  to  a considerable  extent.  There 
appears  to  be  a general  rendezvous  for  these  forces  near  the  junction 
of  the  Marmiton  with  the  Osage,  North  Vernon  County,  Missouri  j and,  in 
general,  the  western  tier  of  counties  in  Missouri  seems  their  regular  run- 
way. I shall  endeavor  to  have  a small  force  of  troops  sent  up  to  the 
locality  indicated,  to  remain  for  a short  time. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Z.  CUETIS, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  July  17, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  : Your  letter  of  the  10th,  inclosing  one  of  the  8th  to  General 
Grant,  is  received. 

Your  views  in  regard  to  operations  in  Arkansas  agree  mainly  with 
those. which  I have  expressed  to  General  Grant,  and  I hope  he  has  been 
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able  to  commence  carrying  them  out  by  this  time.  Helena  has  been  in- 
dicated as  the  starting  point.  I shall  probably  hear  from  him  in  a few 
days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief, 


Columbus,  Mo.,  July  17,  1863. 

Brigadier- General  Davidson, 

Comdg.  District  Southeastern  Missouri,  through  Dept.  Edqrs.  ; 

General  : I started  for  Island  No.  10  yesterday  on  a gunboat,  ex- 
pecting to  return  last  night.  While  at  the  island,  news  came  of  a guer- 
rilla raid  into  Hickman.  I started  for  that  point.  The  guerrillas  had 
scattered.  We  hea  rd  all  sorts  of  rumors  as  to  their  strength.  The  party 
which  entered  Hickman  did  not  number  over  75,  but  the  inhabitants 
spoke  of  a larger  body  in  the  vicinity,  estimated  at  from  400  to  1,200. 

I concluded  then  to  run  up  to  Columbus,  to  inform  General  Asboth 
of  the  situation.  I reached  this  place  at  midnight,  and  shall  start  back 
as  soon  as  this  communication  is  finished. 

General  Asboth  had  sent  the  Twenty-fourth  Missouri  and  One  hun- 
dred and  first  Illinois  to  Clinton,  a point  14  miles  distant,  on  the  railroad. 
He  considers  himself  to  be  very  weak,  and  wishes  to  use  these  men 
longer.  I have  informed  him  that  you  have  instructed  me  not  to  send  my 
troops  to  any  great  distance,  as  they  may  be  called  for  at  any  moment. 
On  my  arrival  at  New  Madrid,  I shall  expect  to  find  a strong  cavalry 
party  which  I sent  to  Gayoso,  to  proceed  along  the  roads  west  of  the 
swamp  to  gather  information,  &c.  I received  one  report.  The  captain 
in  command  had  to  proceed  as  far  down  as  Hornellsville  to  cross  the 
swamp  at  all,  and  found  it  a most  terrible  job  even  there.  He  reports 
it  practically  impassable  for  a large  force.  He  passed  through  Kennett 
and  was  at  Clarkston  on  the  14th,  making  his  way  northward.  A few 
scattering  rebel  pickets  and  scouts  were  all  of  their  troops  he  had  seen. 
He  had  made  some  prisoners,  and  had  killed  1 man.  I will  send  further 
report  on  my  arrival. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHESTER  HARDING,  Jr., 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post  at  New  Madrid. 


Washington,  July  17, 1863—12.25  p.  m. 

Major-General  Pope, 

Department  of  the  Northwest : 

It  is  reported  here  by  Senator  Wilkinson  and  others  of  high  standing 
that  General  Sibley’s  command  is  altogether  too  large  for  the  object 
in  view ; that  one-third  of  the  number  would  be  much  more  efficient 
against  the  Indians,  and  could  be  subsisted  with  much  less  difficulty. 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  recall  a portion  of  his  forces,  now  that  there  is 
no  probability  of  its  meeting  any  large  body  of  Indians? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


[July  17, 1863. — For  Schofield  to  Secretary  of  War,  in  reference  to 
emancipation  in  Missouri,  see  Series  III.] 
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Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena^  Arlc.,  July  18,  18G3 — 1 a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Tennessee : 

General:  Inclosed  I send  you  a dispatch*  just  received.  You  are 
aware  that  we  have  not  the  requisite  force  here  to  move  as  directed, 
not  having  at  this  time  over  3,500  effective  men.  From  the  best  infor- 
mation we  can  get,  Holmes’  force  amounts  to  about  12,000  effective 
men,  and  I should  not  consider  it  safe  to  move  against  him  with  less 
than  6,000  or  7,000.  If  you  could  spare  9,000  or  10,000,  it  would,  I 
think,  insure  success.  If  a force  should  be  sent  up  White  Eiver  with 
gunboats,  I could  take  2,000  men  from  this  place  and  from  the  river 
forces  at  Des  Arc  or  Cotton  Plant.  In  retreating  from  this  place,  the 
enemy  moved  up  on  the  east  side  of  White  Eiver  to  Des  Arc,  where 
Parsons’  brigade  crossed  over.  The  balance  were  seen  6 miles  above 
Augusta,  en  route  for  Jacksonport.  I think  they  will  remain  in  the 
vicinity  of  Jacksonport  for  the  present,  unless  forced  out  by  Davidson. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  EOSS, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


IT.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flag-ship  Black  Hawk, 
i Off  Vichshurg,  July  18,  1863. 

■ Maj.  Gen.  B.  M.  Prentiss,  United  states  Forces  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
V ter  giving  an  account  of  an  attack  of  the  rebels  on  you  at  Helena,  and 
' congratulate  you  on  the  success  you  obtained  with  so  small  a force  over 

■ such  vastly  superior  numbers.  I am  happy  that  the  Tyler  rendered 
such  good  service.  Had  my  orders  been  carried  out,  you  would  have 

; had  a good  force  of  gunboats  at  Helena,  as  I felt  sure,  from  what  I 
heard,  that  Price  was  moving  in  that  direction.  I do  not  think  you  will 
be  troubled  with  him  again  shortly.  I sent  a force  to  the  head  of  Ten- 
1 sas  Eiver,  cut  off  four  of  his  transports,  and  captured  a good  deal  of 

■ his  ammunition  and  supplies.  He  will  be  afraid  of  being  cut  off  alto- 
y gether,  and  begin  to  move  toward  Shreveport.  Still,  I think  it  prudent 
/I  to  keep  the  gunboats  at  Helena  for  awhile,  and  have  in  charge  an  offi- 

cer  (Captain  Phelps)  who  will  always  be  on  hand. 

Hoping  that  Army  and  NTavy  may  always  co-operate  together  so  suc- 
cessfully,  I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

;;;  DAVID  D.  POETEE, 

!;  ‘ Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

t 

1.  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 
f Office  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Milwauhee,  July  18,  1863. 

’ Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

' , General-in-  Chief,  Washington  : 

General  : I have  the  honor,  in  answer  to  your  telegram  of  yester- 
day,  to  submit  the  following  statement: 

The  whole  force  with  which  General  Sibley  marched  from  his  camp 
• above  Fort  Eidgely  was  2,800  men.  The  regiments  were  all  new  and 

■ ' * See  Schofield  to  commanding  officer  Helena,  Ark.,  Part  I,  p..20. 
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little  accustomed  to  the  hardships  of  a march.  From  all  experience, 
therefore,  by  the  time  he  reached  Abercrombie  his  effective  force  would 
be  reduced  to  2,300  men  at  most.  I have  no  information  which  leads 
me  in  any  way  to  the  belief  that  General  Sibley  will  encounter  any 
less  force  of  Indians  than  was  supposed  from  the  beginning.  On  the 
contrary,  last  advices  (and  they  are  certainly  as  late,  and  quite  as 
reliable,  to  say  the  least,  as  anybody  else  can  have)  represent  the  In- 
dians as  still  concentrated  near  DeviPs  Lake.  This  expedition  was 
organized  throughout  by  General  Sibley.  He  has  passed  his  whole  life 
in  Minnesota,  and  knows  Indian  character  well.  He  conducted  the  suc- 
cessful campaign  of  last  autumn  against  the  Sioux,  in  the  midst  of  the 
same  carping  and  fault-finding.  He  has  had  time,  and  it  has  been  his 
business  (to  which,  I know,  he  has  devoted  all  his  time  and  energy  for 
months  past)  to  inform  himself  thoroughly  of  the  intentions  and  force 
of  the  Indians,  and  of  the  necessary  means  and  modes  of  conducting  a 
successful  campaign  against  them.  I have  received  letters  from  him 
several  times  since  he  commenced  his  march.  I have  seen  no  reason 
from  them  or  from  anything  else  within  my  knowledge  to  occasion  any 
suspicions  that  he  has  been  mistaken  in  his  preparations,  or  anticipate 
any  interruption  to  the  course  he  has  marked  out.  Surely,  under  these 
circumstances,  it  may  be  fairly  presumed  that  General  Sibley  under- 
stands his  business  as  well  at  least  as  anybody  else  does.  I do  not 
consider  it  judicious  to  send  him  any  orders  on  the  subject.  I am  very 
sure  that  if  circumstances  occur  which  will  enable  him  to  dispense  with 
any  part  of  his  force,  he  will  do  so  without  requiring  orders.  I shall 
send  him  a copy  of  your  dispatch  and  of  this  letter,  so  that  he  may  be 
fully  advised  on  the  subject.  The  reports  in  the  papers  concerning  his 
expedition  are,  no  doubt,  as  untrue  as  newspaper  reports  usually  are.  I 
have  received  nothing  from  him  which  in  the  remotest  degree  justifies 
such  stories. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  1st  Brig.,  1st  Gav.  Hiv.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

Clialh  Bluff,  Arlc.,  Sunday,  July  19,  1863. 

Lieut.  Joseph  T.  Tatum, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  1st  Cav.  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri  : 

Sir  : For  the  information  of  the  general,  I have  the  honor  to  report 
that  to-day  I laid  the  pontoon  bridge,  having  first  pushed  across  the 
river  by  swimming  above  a reconnaissance  of  50  men,  who  found  nothing 
but  some  citizens  and  one  man  only  watchiug  the  crossing.  This  latter 
got  away  before  they  could  capture  him.  MerrilFs  Horse,  the  two  bat- 
teries of  artillery,  and  the  infantry  are  on  the  other  side.  The  Seventh 
and  Eighth  will  move  across  early  in  the  morning.  I find  on  the  other 
side,  where  I am  now  encamped,  a very  strong  natural  position,  of  which 
I send  a rough  sketch.*  We  have  captured  2 prisoners  of  the  enemy,  one 
who  says  he  is  a deserter  and  willing  to  enlist,  probably  a spy;  the  other 
is  one  of  Kitchen^s  men,  who  was  out  hunting  his  horse;  also  a field- 
forge  and  its  appurtenances  complete,  which  was  left  concealed  in  the 
woods  by  Marmaduke,  probably.  From  the  most  reliable  information. 
Kitchen  is  about  12  miles  southeast  of  Gainesville,  with  some  500  or  600 
men ; one  company  armed  with  Enfield  rifles,  the  rest  (who  are  armed) 
with  shot-guns  and  squirrel  rifles.  About  one-third  of  the  whole  are  not 
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armed.  The  man  we  saw  yesterday  was  a scout  from  his-camp,  wlio 
went  back  this  morning.  Price  is  at  Jacksonport  j no  rumors  of  liis 
strength.  The  First  Missouri  moves  at  daylight  to-morrow  to  Gaines- 
ville, and,  as  that  is  some  34  miles  from  here,  I would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  my  moving  forward  the  next  day,  so  as  to  get  within  sup- 
porting distance  of  them.  From  all  I can  learn  of  the  movements  and 
position  of  the  enemy,  I would  suggest  to  the  general  that  the  intended 
reconnaissance  to  Pocahontas  will  scarcely  be  necessary,  as  it  does  not 
seem  probable  that  there  are  any  forces  at  or  in  that  vicinity.  One  of 
Glenn’s  scouts  captured  the  man  from  Bloomfield,  who  was  in  Kitchen’s 
camp,  and  recognized  the  two  men  sent  down  to  join  Kitchen.  1 sent 
him  back  by  the  same  party  who  takes  this,  to  be  taken  back  to  Bloom- 
field, unless  the  general  should  otherwise  order. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  MEERILL, 

CoL,  Comdg.  Brig.^  1st  Gav.  Div.^  Dept,  of  the  Missouri. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  oe  the  Missouri, 

Ko.  195.  I Saint  Louis ^ Mo.,  July  19,  1863. 

******* 

VIII.  That  portion  of  the  present  District  of  Nebraska  which  lies  west 
of  the  104th  meridian  of  longitude,  being  that  part  of  the  Territory  of 
Idaho  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Territory  of  Nebraska,  is  hereby 
transferred  to  the  District  of  Colorado. 

Commanding  officers  in  that  portion  of  territory  above  described  will 
accordingly  report  to  Colonel  Chivington,  commanding  District  of  Col- 
orado, headquarters  at  Denver  City.  i 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  July  20,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield: 

My  Dear  General  : I have  received  and  read  your  letter  of  the 
14th  of  July. 

I think  the  suggestion  you  make^  of  discontinuing  proceedings 
against  Mr.  McKee,  a very  proper  one.  While  I admit  that  there  is  an 
apparent  impropriety  in  the  publication  of  the  letter  mentioned,  with- 
out my  consent  or  yours,  it  is  still  a case  where  no  evil  could  result,  and 
which  I am  entirely  willing  to  overlook. 


Yours,  truly. 


A.  LIKCOLK. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dist.  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Ko.  1.  j Pilot  Knob,  July  20,  1863. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  Major-General  Schofield,  the  under- 
signed assumes  command  of  the  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri. 
Capt.  George  A.  Holloway,  assistant  adjutant- general,  and  Lieut.  Jacob 
S.  Baker,  aide-de-camp,  are  announced  as  staff  officers. 

CLINTOK  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier- General. 


384 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T..  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXp. 

Washington,  D.  0.,  July  20, 1863. 
Major-General  Pope,  Milwaulcee : 

General:  Your  letter  of  July  13,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Hatch,  has  been 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  I have  no  information  in  regard  to 
authority  given  to  that  gentleman,  as  no  such  authority  has  been  com- 
municated to  me.  I agree  with  you  that  such  matters  should  be  com- 
municated through,  or  at  least  to,  the  proper  military  authorities. 

Your  request  of  the  16th  to  send  into  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  four  regi- 
ments of  infantry  and  batteries  from  the  armies  in  the  field  cannot  be 
complied  with.  The  troops  in  your  department  cannot  be  increased 
except  under  the  most  pressing  necessity.  The  number  of  troops  oper- 
ating against  the  Indians  in  your  and  other  departments  is  now  double 
that  of  our  entire  army  before  the  present  war.  I must  repeat  the  opin- 
ion before  given,  that  so  large  a force  is  not  indispensable,  and  that,  if 
you  find  it  necessary  to  employ  force  in  Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  such  force 
must  come  from  your  own  command. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLEGK, 

General-in-  Chief » 


Vicksburg,  Miss.,  July  21, 1863. 

(Eeceived  July  26.) 

Major-General  Halle ck  : 

I am  sending  one  division  from  here  to  Helena  to  move  after  General 
Price.  These  are  all  the  troops  I have,  not  worn  out  with  fatigue. 
Troops  from  Jackson  not  yet  returned.  I will  send  other  troops  to 
Helena  to  release  that  entire  garrison  to  go  after  Price. 


H.  S.  GEANT, 


Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

VicJcshurg,  Miss.,  July  21,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps  t 

General  : Sherman  has  driven  Johnston  from  Jackson.  The  latter 
is  now  retreating  eastward,  with  his  whole  army,  much  demoralized  and 
deserting  in  great  numbers,  and  no  doubt  many  falling  by  the  wayside 
from  heat,  dust,  and  drought.  ' 

My  army,  from  long  marches,  battles,  and  the  extraordinary  length 
of  the  siege,  is  much  broken,  and  must  have  rest.  Two  divisions  of  the 
Sixteenth  Corps  are  now  at  Jackson;  the  remaining  one  (Kimball’s)  is 
here,  and  is,  in  fact,  the  only  troops  I have  fit  to  make  a move.  These 
I have  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to  go  to  Helena  as  soon  as  transporta- 
tion can  be  provided.  This,  I think,  will  be  within  two  days.  John- 
ston’s army  is  so  broken  that  no  danger  need  be  apprehended  from 
them  for  the  next  thirty  days  or  more. 

I shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  send  some  odd  regiments  to  you.  They 
are  weak,  ineffective  men,  but  will,  no  doubt,  recuperate  rai)idly  by  the 
change.  I am  sending  artillery  from  here  to  complete  the  armament 
at  Helena,  and  can  send  as  much  as  you  want  for  Memphis.  Captain 
Comstock,  chief  engineer,  has  now  gone  up  to  see  just  what  is  required 
for  both  places.  I cannot  believe  that  any  portion  of  your  command  is 
in  any  danger  from  anything  more  than  a cavalry  raid,  but  your  oppor- 
tunities are  so  much  better  for  knowing  than  mine  that  I leave  it  to  you 
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eutirely  to  make  tbe  oecessary  disposition  of  tbe  forces  at  your  com- 
mand. If  any  more  troops  are  required  to  operate  against  Price,  I will 
have  to  send  Herron,  who  is  now  returning  from  an  exhausting  march 
from  Yazoo  City  to  Canton  and  return.  The  forces  going  from  here 
will  be  provided  with  field  transportation  and  artillery.  It  is  probable, 
if  any  move  is  made  against  Price,  Ord  will  go  in  command,  but  of  this 
I am  not  yet  certain. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Major-  General. 


Yicksburu,  Miss.,  July  21,  1863. 
General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis^  Mo.  : 

1 will  send  one  division  to  Helena  to  go  after  Price.  I have  no  more 
troops  here  not  worn  out.  1 will  send  other  troops  to  form  the  garri- 
son, so  as  to  relieve  all  the  forces  now  at  Helena.* 

JJ.  S.  GEANT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwauliee,  Wis.,  July  21,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Washington  : 

General  : The  inclosed  copy  of  a Saint  Paul  newspaper  t contains  a 
very  full  account  of  Sibley ^s  expedition  up  to  July  5.  You  will  readily 
see  how  utterly  mistaken  are  those  who  put  in  circulation  the  accounts 
in  the  papers,  which  are,  doubtless,  repeated  to  you.  I will  endeavor  to 
keep  you  advised  of  everything  of  importance  in  this  department,  and 
I think  my  opportunities  for  knowing  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this 
department  are  as  good,  if  not  better,  than  those  of  any  one  not  con- 
nected with  the  military  service.  Eepresentations  and  applications 
similar  to  those  made  in  regard  to  the  present  expedition  were  made  to 
me  last  autumn,  and  I was  urged,  .with  many  authentic  statements  of 
facts,  to  remove*  Sibley  from  the  command  of  the  expedition  last  Sep- 
tember, only  a few  weeks  before  he  brought  it  to  a most  successful  ter- 
mination. As  I declined  to  accede  to  such  applications,  it  is  likely  they 
have  been  transferred  to  you,  but  I think  you  will  save  yourself  much 
trouble  and  annoyance  by  referring  them  again  to  me.  I have  every 
hope  that  the  combined  movements  of  Sully  and  Sibley  will  put  a deci- 
sive end  to  Indian  hostilities  in  the  Northwest.  Of  course  small  par- 
ties of  hostile  Indians  will  endeavor  to  harass  the  border  settlements, 
in  the  hope  to  arrest  Sibley’s  march.  This  was  to  be  expected,  and  a 
large  force  and  every  precaution  has  been  devoted  to  i)reventing  any 
considerable  trouble.  There  are  not  troops  enough  in  our  whole  armies 
to  satisfy  the  people  of  Minnesota,  and  place  a regiment  or  company 
in  the  front  door  of  every  settler’s  house  in  the  country.  A few  Indians, 
never  more  than  three  or  four  together,  have  been  lurking  about  on  the 
frontier,  far  in  the  rear  of  Sibley,  but  they  ought  easily  to  be  dealt  with 
by  the  people  alone,  without  the  aid  of  soldiers.  Nevertheless,  a very 
large  force  of  troops  is  posted  along  the  entire  frontier  settlements,  and 
is  constantly  patroling  the  line  of  frontier.  This  horse-stealing,  and 
occasional  outrage  by  one  or  two  Indians  at  a time,  who  steal  into  the 
settlements,  all  the  troops  in  the  world  could  not  prevent.  Every  pre- 

. *See  also  Inclosure  No.  4 to  Schofield’s  general  report,  Part  I,  p.  20.  tNot  found. 
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caution  has  been  taken  to  make  the  Indian  campaign  successful,  and  I 
believe  it  will  be  so  if  mistaken  interferences  of  over-anxious  citizens 
of  the  frontier  are  not  suffered  to  embarrass  the  military  operations. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Northwest, 

MihcauJceej  July  21,  1863. 

Col.  J.  C.  Keeton, 

Assista7it  Adjuta^it- General,  Washington,  D.  C. ; 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I am  just  in  receipt  of  let- 
ters from  General  Sibley,  dated  on  the  4th  instant,  from  the  Cheyenne 
Kiver,  up  which  stream  he  is  marching  to  Devil’s  Lake.  He  has  had 
some  trouble,  but  not  much,  having  marched  160  miles  in  thirteen  days. 
He  is  advancing  on  Devil’s  Lake  as  rapidly  as  possible  by  the  valley  of 
.the  Cheyenne.  The  Indians,  he  reports,  are  said  to  be  concentrating  on 
the  river  above  him  for  the  i)urpose  of  giving  him  battle.  General  Sully 
is  by  this  time  marching  east  from  the  Missouri  for  Devil’s  Lake,  and 
will  soon  be  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Sibley.  Either  column  alone 
is  abundantly  able  to  deal  with  the  combined  force  of  Indians. 

I am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  July  22, 1863—10.45  a.  m.  ' 
Major-General  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 

The  following  dispatch  has  been  placed  in  my  hands.  Please  look  to 
the  subject  of  it. 

Lexington,  Mo.,  July  21,  1863. 

lion.  S.  C.  Pomeroy  : 

Under  Orders,  No.  63,  the  sheriff  is  arresting  slaves  of  rebels  inside  our  lines,  and 
returning  them  in  great  nnmh'ers.  Can  he  do  it?  Answer. 

GOULD. 
A.  LINCOLN. 


Saint  Louis,  July  22, 1863. 

His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  tfnited  States  : 

Your  dispatch,  relative  to  arrest  of  slaves  of  rebels,  is  received.  I 
will  attend  to  the  matter  immediately. 

J,  M.  SCHOPli^LD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  July  22,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General  : I am  sending  Kimball’s  division  to  Helena,  and  shall  send 
to  you  some  five  or  six  regiments,  now  weakened  by  sickness.  These . 
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latter  will  be  able  to  do  ^^arrison  duty  in  Tennessee,  and  release  other 
troops  that  are  fully  re'sted  to  join  the  expedition  after  Price.  Unless 
Ord  chooses  to  go  on  this  expedition  himself  in  person,  I think  I shall 
add  the  District  of  Northeastern  Arkansas  to  your  corps  and  leave  it 
optional  with  you  who  shall  command.  I will  send  you  an  officer  to 
command  the  District  of  Columbus,  but  cannot  say  just  yet  who  it  will 
be.  I would  send  General  Smith  (W.  S.),  but  his  health  is  so  broken 
that  he  must  go  North.  How  would  Hovey  or  Morgan  L.  Smith  do 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena^  ArJc.,  July  22,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : Yours  of  the  15th  instant  received.  The  dispatch  from 
Major  General  Halleck,  of  the  15th,  directing  movements  against  Price, 
was  received  on  the  night  of  the  17th  instant,  and  forwarded  at  once  to 
General  Grant.  When  General  Halleck  issued  the  order  he  was,  of 
course,  unadvised  of  the  fact  that  our  effective  strength  at  this  post 
numbered  only  about  3,000  men,  merely  enough  to  hold  the  place,  while 
General  Price  had  a force  of  9,000  to  12,000.  I wrote  General  Grant, 
giving  all  the  information  in  my  possession,  and  recommended  an  expe- 
dition by  gunboats  up  White  River,  with  infantry  on  transports  to  co- 
operate with  cavalry,  and  infantry  to  march  from  this  place.  I am 
expecting  advice  from  General  Grant  by  first  boat.  I will  still  try  and 
communicate  with  your  troops  as  early  as  possible.  Our  latest  informa- 
tion represents  Price  at  Jacksonport,  sickj  his  troops  at  that  place  and 
Des  Arc.  Holmes  at  Little  Rock,  with  not  over  10,000  men.  We  have 
abundance  of  transportation,  and  to  spare. 

I will  write  you  whenever  I learn  anything  worthy  of  attention. 

1 am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  F.  ROSS, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  22, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  Davidson,  Bloo7nfield : 

I have  heard  nothing  yet  of  the  movement  which  was  ordered  from 
Helena,  and  suspect  it  has  not  yet  commenced.  You  will  have  to  move 
cautiously  until  co-operation  from  Helena  is  secured,  unless  your  infor- 
mation indicates  that  you  are  strong  enough  to  act  alone.  Do  not  run 
any  unnecessary  risk. 

J.  M.  SCHOFLELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knot),  Mo.,  July  22, 1863. 

Colonel  Rogers, 

Com^nanding  Post  at  Cape  GDardeau,  Mo. : 

I should  say,  garrison  Cape  Girardeau  and  Bloomfield  with  your  regi- 
ment, and  send  the  Sixth  Missouri  and  Thirteenth  Illinois  to  Chalk 
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Bluff,  especially  if  your  regiment  declines  crossing  the  State  line ; but, 
as  General  Davidson  bas  authority  to  make  such  disposition  of  your 
force  as  he  may  deem  best  for  the  i3rotection  of  his  line  of  communica- 
tion and  supplies  during  such  time  as  the  Cape  remains  his  base,  you 
cannot  do  otherwise  than  obey  his  order.  You  had  better  advise  the 
general  of  the  refusal  of  your  command  to  pass  into  Arkansas,  and  sug- 
gest to  him  the  propriety  of  relieving  them  with  the  Sixth  Missouri  and 
the  Thirteenth  Illinois. 

CLINTOX  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  July  22,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 

Sir  : I determined,  on  hearing  of  the  opening  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver, 
and  knowing  that  we  would  have  hereafter  no  rebel  armies  of  conse- 
quence north  of  Bed  Elver,  not  to  issue  the  order  I proposed  and  sub- 
mitted, interdicting  landing,  for  purposes  of  trade,  at  all  except  certain 
named  points  on  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri  and  in  my  district. 

One  chief  reason  1 had  for  proposing  the  order  was  that  a [line]  of 
communication  was  being  kept  up  between  the  rebels  in  Western  Ar- 
kansas and  the  towns  on  the  river  unoccupied  by  our  forces,  by  which 
supi)lies  of  medicines,  powder,  and  pistols  were  obtained  and  taken 
south.  This  reason  no  longer  exists,  and  I will  not,  therefore,  issue  the 
order. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  July  22,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gol.  C.  W.  AIarsh, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis  : 

Sir  : Inclosed  find  copy  of  order  proclaiming  martial  law  in  Leaven- 
worth County,  and  copy  of  a letter  from  me  to  tte  mayor  of  Leaven- 
worth stating  (very  mildly)  the  circumstances  inducing  the  order.  I 
became  perfectly  satisfied  that  I could  not  get  along  with  the  mayor, 
who  was  bent  on  ^‘running  the  machine,”  as  he  expressed  it,  in  his  own 
way,  and  whose  interference  with  my  officers  was  proclaimed  as  inten- 
tional, and  with  the  purpose  of  controlling  arrests  and  seizures  for 
robbery  in  Leavenworth.  The  order  is  entirely  acceptable  to  a large 
majority  of  the  people  who  are  attending  to  honest  callings.  I will 
watch  the  occasion  when  I may  revoke  it,  but  doubt  if  I can  do  so  until 
April  next,  when  the  present  mayor  goes  out  of  office. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


[Inclosures.] 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  the  Border, 

No.  31.  ] Kansas  City,  Mo.,  July  19,  1863. 

* ^ * # * * * # 

YI.  Alartial  law  is  proclaimed  throughout  Leavenworth  County, 
Kansas. 
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VII.  Capt.  Lewis  D.  Joy,  Eleventh  Kansas  Volunteers,  is  api)ointe(I 
assistant  provost-marshal  for  Leavenworth  County,  Kansas. 

• By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing  : 

JOHN  WILLIAMS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Leavenworth,  Kans.,  July  20,  1863. 

D.  B.  Anthony, 

Mayor ^ Leavenworth  City,  Kans.  : 

Dear  Sir  ; I am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and  take 
pleasure  in  answering  your  inquiry.  Leavenworth,  which  is  the  center 
of  trade  for  the  Missouri  Valley,  is  from  that  fact  the  market  for  a large 
part  of  the  stock  stolen  on  the  border,  and  the  resort  of  many  of  the 
thieves  and  robbers  infesting.  Often  when  a successful  expedition  for 
plunder  is  made  into  Missouri  or  the  interior  of  Kansas,  the  robbers 
seek  here  a place  of  concealment  for  themselves  and  a ready  market  for 
their  stock,  which  they  could  not  as  surely  find  in  other  less  populous 
and  flourishing  towns  of  Kansas  or  Western  Missouri. 

To  arrest  and  punish  by  military  authority  those  who  commit  these 
depredations  in  that  part  of  my  district  in  which  the  civil  power  is  in- 
efficient, is  clearly  my  duty,  and  also  to  arrest  for  such  punishment  resi- 
dents of  this  district  who  are  engaged  in  committing  acts  of  robbery  in 
the  District  of  Northern  Missouri.  It  is  more  immediately  my  duty  than 
that  of  yourself,  or  any  other  civil  officer  in  Kansas,  for  I may  punish 
for  such  offenses  committed  in  Missouri,  while  the  civil  authorities  here 
cannot,  for  want  of  jurisdiction. 

In  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  I have  employed  detectives,  with  orders 
to  make  arrests  of  thieves  and  seizures  of  stolen  property  in  this  county. 
I have  been  informed,  on  authority  I regard  as  reliable,  that  one  of  these 
officers  was  recently  ordered  by  you,  as  mayor,  to  turn  over  to  your 
policemen  some  horses  stolen  in  Missouri,  and  seized  here  by  him,  in- 
cluding one  horse  the  property  of  the  Government  5 and  on  his  refusal 
to  do  so,  you  arrested  him  for  breach  of  the  peace,  and  released  him  only 
on  condition  that  he  thenceforth  should  cease  to  take  stolen  stock,  even 
tholigh  it  belonged  to  the  Government,  until  after  the  question  as  to 
title  had  been  determined  by  the  courts ; and  that  you  arrested  and  fined 
$20  for  vagrancy  a man  who  aided  that  detective,  and  who  is  not  a 
vagrant,  when  it  is  well  understood  that  the  arrest  was  solely  in  imn- 
ishment  for  aiding  the  detective  in  seizing  the  stocky  and  that  you 
gave  to  another  of  my  detectives  orders  as  to  arrests  here  similar  to 
orders  given  in  the  mayor’s  court,  as  above  stated,  and  that  one  of  these 
officers  was  sued  in  an  action  of  replevin,  by  a claimant  of  the  United 
States  horse,  above  referred  to.  At  the  hearing  of  which  action,  on  the 
18th  iustant,  you  appeared  as  counsel  for  plaintiff,  or  as  amicus  curicc, 
and  judgment  was  rendered  for  $50  against  this  officer  for  executing 
my  orders.  I have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  truth  of  all  or  any 
part  of  these  statements,  but  am  informed  that  they  will  be  proved,  if 
you  wish  tbe  proof.  But  whether  these  statements  be  true  or  not,  as  to 
your  interference  as  mayor  to  interrupt  the  execution  of  my  orders,  I 
am  well  satisfied  that  many  of  the  holders  of  and  dealers  in  stolen  stock 
in  this  city  have  intended  to  resort  to  the  courts  to  retake  i)roperty 
seized  under  military  orders,  and  involve  in  litigation  officers  seizing  it; 
thus  greatly  embarrassing,  if  not  preventing,  the  execution  of  my  orders 
for  such  arrests  and  seizures  here. 

■To  enable  me  to  prevent  this  interference,  and  not,  as  you  seem  to 
suppose,  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  city,  I have  declared  martial  law 
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iu  Leavenworth  County.  The  city  is  peaceful  and  orderly,  but  the 
border  is  distracted,  and  property  there  insecure ; and  I must  have  the 
robbers  with  their  plunder  followed  into  and  arrested  in  the  peaceful 
city,  if  I am  to  restore  quiet  and  security  to  the  border.  I will  not  abate 
or  surrender  my  military  jurisdiction,  which  extends  to  both  arrests  and 
punishments,  in  favor  of  a civil  jurisdiction  extending  only  to  arrests; 
nor  allow  any  town  in  my  district  to  become  a city  of  refuge  within 
whose  precincts  the  pirates  of  the  border  may  escape  the  swift  process 
of  martial  law.  I will  carefully  leave  the  State,  county,  and  city  authori- 
ties free  and  uninterrupted  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  ordinances, 
except  so  far  as  in  such  execution  they  materially  interfere  with  the 
discharge  of  my  duties  as  district  commander ; and  will  promptly  re- 
voke the  proclamation  of  martial  law  whenever  the  necessity  for" it  is 
no  longer  apparent  to  me. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


Leavenworth,  Kans.,  July  22, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  Jr. : 

Sir  : Yours  of  the  20th  instant,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  17th  and 
20th  instant,  is  received.  You  say  “ Leavenworth  is  the  center  of  trade 
for  the  Missouri  Valley,’’  which  is  true.  You  say  it  is  your  duty 

to  arrest,  for  punisliment,  residents  of  this  district  who  are  engaged  in  committing 
acts  of  robbery  iu  the  District  of  Northern  Missouri.  It  is  more  immediately  my  duty 
than  that  of  yourself  or  any  other  judicial  or  ministerial  officer  iu  Kansas,  for  I may 
punish  for  such  offenses  committed  in  Missouri,  while  the  civil  authorities  here  cannot, 
tor  want  of  jurisdiction. 

You  have  practiced  law  in  Kansas  for  six  years,  and  ought  to  know 
the  statutes  of  our  State.  I refer  you  to  section  274,  chapter  33,  on 
crimes  and  punishments,  page  340  of  the  Compiled  Laws  of  Kansas,  to 
wit : 

Sec.  274.  Every  person  who  shall  steal,  or  obtain  by  robbery,  the  property  of  an- 
other in  any  other  Territory  or  State  or  country,  and  shall  bring  the  same  into  this 
State,  may  be  convicted  and  punished  for  larceny  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such 
property  had  been  feloniously  stolen  or  taken  witliiu  this  State. 

If  this  statute  has  been  overlooked  by  you,  holding  the  position  you 
have,  you  ought,  at  least,  to  have  known  the  common  law.  I refer 
you  to  Wharton’s  Criminal  Law,  section  1817 : 

111  Massachusetts  this  doctrine  has  been  held,  and  convictions  for  larcenies  in  other 
States,  where  the  property  stolen  has  been  brought  within  her  limits,  have  repeatedly 
taken  place.  The  Connecticut  court  of  errors,  in  an  opinion  which  received  the 
unanimous  assent  of  the  judges,  asserted,  at  an  early  period,  the  same  doctrine.  A 
similar  conclusion  was  reached  in  North  Carolina  and  Maryland,  though  not  without 
much  argument,  and  also  in  Ohio.  In  Vermont  the  supreme  court  has  gone  further, 
and,  transcending  the  common  law  limits,  has  held  that  when  goods  were  stolen  in 
Canada  and  brought  into  that  State,  the  larceny  was  complete. 

I have  always  ruled  that  my  court  bad  jurisdiction  iu  all  such  cases, 
and  the  ruling  has  been  approved  by  all  respectable  attorneys.  I did 
not  order  your  detective  to  turn  over  the  horses  to  my  police.  I wrote 
him  a simple  request  to  do  so,  informing  your  detective  that  the  party 
from  whom  he  had  taken  the  horses  was  innocent,  and  that  the  horses 
were  not  stolen,  which  has  since  proved  to  be  the  fact,  as  you  yourself 
ordered,  through  George  Kingsley,  one  of  your  detectives,  and  J.  G. 
Losee,  another  of  your  detectives,  the  release  of  Burr  Eeed,  the  colored 
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man,  and  charged  with  being  the  thief,  and  your  officer  released  him. 
I suppose  this  was  done  because  you  were  satisfied  he  was  innocent. 
And  now  iiermit  me  to  ask,  why  was  the  man  who  claimed  the  horses, 
and  who  was  charged  by  all  your  detectives  as  beiug  the  thief  who  stole 
the  horses,  discharged  and  the  horses  retained  by  your  detectives  *?  It 
is  my  rule  to  arrest  and  punish  the  criminals  rather  than  seek  merely  to 
obtain  the  possession  of  the  stolen  property.  Again,  your  detective  took 
these  horses  from  Eeed  many  days  before  he  was  arrested,  and  no  one 
of  them  intimated  an  arrest  until  Reed  was  put  on  the  witness  stand  to 
testify  against  the  detective  who  took  the  horses.  After  he  was  sworn, 
and  before  he  had  given  his  testimony,  one  of  your  detectives,  in  a 
blustering  manner,  grabbed  the  poor  negro  by  the  collar  and  told  him 
he  arrested  him  for  the  thief.  A large  number  of  your  detectives  were 
in  the  court  at  the  time,  armed  with  revolvers,  which  they  took  special 
pains  to  exhibit.  This  trial  was  before  A.  Brown,  esq.,  justice  of  the 
peace  in  the  city,  and  a simple  case  of  replevin.  You  may  approve  the 
action  of  your  detectives ; I do  not,  nor  do  our  citizens.  Why  was  not 
this  man  Eeed  arrested  before  ? Why  so  shamefully  insult  a court  of 
justice  ? 

If  I did  (which  I did  not)  “ arrest  and  fine  $20  for  vagrancy  a man 
who  aided  that  detective,  and  who  is  not  a vagrant,”  is  it  sufficient 
cause  for  you  to  declare  martial  law  You  say : 

The  city  is  peaceful  and  orderly  enough,  hut  the  border  is  distracted,  and  property 
along  it  insecure,  and  I must  have  the  robbers  and  their  plunder  followed  into  and 
arrested  in^the  peaceful  city  if  I am  to  restore  quiet  and  security  to  the  border.  I 
Avill  not  abate  or  surrender  my  military  jurisdiction,  which  extends  to  both  arrests 
and  punishments,  in  favor  of  a civil  jurisdiction,  extending  only  to  arrests. 

I have  quoted  the  law  for  you,  showing  that  I have  ‘^jurisdiction” 
for  both  “ arrests  ” and  “ punishments.”  When  you  say  you  will  not 
“abate  or  surrender  your  military  jurisdiction  to  the  civil,”  I would 
refer  you  to  Orders,  No.  63,  of  your  commanding  general : 

Martial  law  has  been  declared  in  certain  portions  of  this  department.  This  does 
not,  however,  suspend  the  functions  of  the  civil  governments  of  the  loyal  States.  It 
is  the  duty  of  all  officers  of  such  loyal  civil  governments  to  execute  the  State  laws,  as 
far  as  possible,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  no  United  States  troops  were  present ; and 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  military  authorities  of  the  United  States  to  abstain  from  inter- 
ference with  the  civil  officers,  and  to  protect  them  from  violence,  if  need  be,  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties.  Any  resistance  to  or  interference  with  civil  officers  while 
in  the  discharge  of  their  legitimate  duties,  by  officers  or  soldiers,  is  a crime  which 
merits  and  will  receive  the  severest  punishments. 

I bave  been  mayor  of  this  city  since  April  8,  and  since  that  time  not 
fifty  dollars’  worth  of  property  has  been  stolen  without  the  property 
being  recovered  and  the  thief  punished.  You  have  had  your  detectives 
here  one  month,  and  not  one  criminal  has  been  punished  by  you,  so  far 
as  I can  learn.  I have  a strong  police  force,  granted  to  be  the  best 
ever  appointed.  They  arrest  all  parties  guilty  of  the  crimes  you  name, 
and,  if  guilty,  the  criminals  are  punished.  Our  city  and  county  were 
never  so  peaceful  and  orderly  as  at  this  time.  Your  detectives  have 
had  full  sway  here,  and  so  had  the  detectives  of  General  Blunt  before 
you  came,  and  yet  this  is  the  only  case  in  which  they  have  been  inter- 
fered with,  and  I assure  you  this  one  would  not  had  I not  been  assured 
he  was  guilty  of  using  his  office  for  the  purpose  of  swindling  i)oor  run- 
away slaves  out  of  their  horses. 

In  Atchison  County  a vigilance  committee  has  to  enforce  the  laws. 
Why  not  proclaim  martial  law  there  ? In  Johnson  County,  Kansas, 
loyal  citizens  are  being  murdered  almost  every  week  by  bushwhackers 
from  Missouri.  Why  not  send  the  two  companies  of  soldiers  stationed 
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here  to  enforce  martial  law  in  Johnson  County,  to  protect  the  lives  of 
our  brothers I will  add,  that  all  the  matters  discussed  in  your  letter 
Avere  talked  over  by  us  on  the  day  martial  law  Avas  declared,  Avhen  you 
expressed  yourself  satisfied  with  my  i)olicy,  although  you  did  not  Avish 
to  embody  my  policy  in  your  orders.  I left  you  with  the  understand- 
ing that  all  detectives  were  to  be  withdraAvn  from  the  city,  except  George 
Kingsley.  I offered  you  the  aid  of  the  whole  police  force  to  enforce 
your  orders,  and  to  my  surprise  you  declared  martial  law  the  same  day 
without  consulting  me.  I do  not  claim  that  you  ought  to  consult  me, 
but  I do  claim  that  y ou  ought  rather  to  have  consulted  me  than  the 
parties  you  did.  I feel  that  you  did  not  talk  to  me  in  that  frank,  can- 
did manner  which  my  position  demanded.  I was  grossly  deceived  as 
to  the  tenor  of  our  conversation.  I thought  we  agreed  exactly,  and  so 
stated  to  our  citizens  after  leaving  you. 

I think  your  order  has  materially  injured  our  city.  Our  citizens  are 
almost  unanimously  oxiposed  to  it.  I have  to  say  "that  our  people  pre- 
fer to  have  their  rights  to  j^roperty  settled  by  a jury  of  our  citizens, 
rather  than  by  the  best  detectives  or  xiroA^ost-marshals  you  can  appoint. 
I need  hardly  say  our  city  is  the  most  loyal  in  the  United  States.  The 
civil  law  is  strong  enough  to  enforce  conscription  laws  and  all.  In 
New  York  a mob  of  30,000  rebels  break  into  an  arsenal,  arm  themselves, 
and  kill  United  States  soldiers,  and  martial  law  is  not  xiroclaimed. 
You  declare  martial  law  here  to  TireA^ent  trial  by  jury.  Is  not  this  a 
fair  statement  of  the  case‘s  Will  you  revoke  your  order  ? 

I am,  dear  sir,  most  resiiectfully^,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  ANTHONY, 

Mayor. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  July  22,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  W.  Marsh, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 

Cooper  retreated  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Smith,  where  are  Steele  and 
Cabell,  with  heaA^y  re-enforcements  in  men  and  artillery. 

Colonel  Moonlight  says : 


General  Blunt  is  quite  sick ; has  been  in  the  saddle  forty-eight  hours ; Avas  sick  at 
starting,  and  is  now  prostrate.  I fear  he  is  going  to  he  A’ery  sick. 


The  general  says : 

If  I had  more  troops,  I should  be  in  Fort  Smith  in  twenty- four  hours,  and  get  in 
between  the  enemy  and  their  supplies,  which  all  come  from  Texas.  As  it  is,  I fear  it 
will  be  impossible  to  cut  their  supplies  off. 


I think  the  importance  of  moving  re-enforcements  in  his  direction  is 
great. 

Kespectfully, 

H.  Z.  CUETIS, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 

Adjutant- GeneraVs  Office,  Washington,  J).  €.,  July  23,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Sir  : The  communication  of  Maj.  L.  C.  Easton,  quartermaster,  under 
date  of  June  18,  1863,  addressed  to  Brig.  Gen.  Eobert  Allen,  chief 
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quarteroiaster  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  resi)ecting  the  matter 
of  authority  of  Major-General  Blunt,  commanding  the  District  of  the 
Frontier,  to  give  him  orders  affecting  the  quartermaster’s  department, 
referred  to  this  office  with  your  views  indorsed  thereon,  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  General-in-Chief,  who  approves  your  views  and  directs 
that  you  instruct  General  Blunt  that  he  has  no  authority  in  the  case.* 
I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

A ssistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Lexington,  Mo.,  July  23,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing  : 

The  rebels  are  concentrating  somewhere  east  of  Chapel  Hill,  report 
says  on  Davis’  Creek,  near  Warrensburg.  If  so,  our  forces  of  that 
place  will  attack  them  to-morrow  morning.  For  fear  my  information  is 
not  correct,  would  it  not  be  well  for  you  to  send  down  an  expedition  to 
Chapel  Hiin  There  are  here  two  large  lots  of  Government  mules, 
quartermasters’  stores,  &c.,  to  guard.  I have  not  a man  to  spare  to 
send  out. 

^ B.  F.  LAZEAB, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding. 


Camp  No.  4, 

Baxter  Springs^  Kans.,  July  23,  1863. 

Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fort  ISeott^  Kans. : 


Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  escort  and  train  reached 
this  camp  to-day. 

I dispatched  a reconnoitering  party  to  Sherwood,  14  miles  from  here, 
last  night.  They  bring  in  reliable  information  that  the  rebel  Colonel 
Coffee,  with  a small  force,  camped  4 miles  east  of  there,  on  Turkey 
Creek,  night  before  last.  He  had  with  him  from  150  to  200  men.  Last 
evening  all  the  roads  in  that  direction  showed  marks  of  small  parties 
marching  southward,  and  several  parties  of  from  5 to  20  were  seen 
going  that  way.  The  citizens  say  that  Coff’ee  has  come  north  since  the 
defeat  of  the  enemy  by  General  Blunt,  and  is  reorganizing  Livingston’s 
forces  on  Cowskin  Prairie,  for  an  attack  on  this  train,  somewhere  on 
Grand  Eiver.  You  are  as  competent  to  judge  of  the  reliability  of  this 
inform ati on  as  I am. 

I am,  major,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  CALKINS, 

Major j Commanding  Fseort  to  Fort  Blunt. 


[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

Fort  Seottj  Kans.,  July  25,  1863. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Marsh,  assistant  adju- 
tant-general, for  information  of  the  commanding  general.  Particular 
attention  called  to  the  facts  that  here  is  a base,  itself  125  miles  from  a 

See  Blunt  to  Stanton,  July  26,  p.  398. 
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main  river  depot,  180  miles  from  the  army  iu  the  field,  total  distance 
for  wa^^on  supplies  305  miles ; almost  the  whole  of  the  latter  (180  miles) 
through  a country  beset  by  the  enemy,  and'without  a single  interme- 
diate station  of  friendly  troops,  but  small  escorts  for  trains,  and,  in  case 
of  disaster,  hardly  a company  for  re-enforcement  from  this  post.  I ox*ce 
af  the  extreme  point  being  subsisted : Present  troops,  about  4,000;  an 
equal  number  probably  of  refugees,  mostly  Indians,  old  men,  women, 
and  children. 

H.  Z.  CURTIS, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — Enemy’s  forces  at  the  other  end  of  the  line,  preparing  to  attack 
Fort  Gibson,  reported  at  13,000,  probably  in  all  10,000,  under  Steele, 
Cabell,  and  Cooper. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  24,  1863. 

Major  [H.  Z.]  CuRTis, 

Fort  Scott,  via  Kansas  City : 

If  the  force  in  front  of  General  Blunt  is  as  large  as  he  supposes,  he 
is  too  far  in  advance.  General  Grant  will  send  a force  up  Arkansas  and 
White  Rivers  in  a short  time.  Those  rivers  are  the  natural  lines  of 
operation  in  Arkansas. 

As  those  expeditions  are  to  start  soon,  it  would  be  folly  to  send  re- 
enforcements to  General  Blunt.  He  must  regulate  his  movements  by 
those  of  the  main  forces. 

Forward  this  to  General  Blunt. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD,' 

Major-General. 


Pilot  Knob,  July  24,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Colonel  Woodson,  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  has  just  re- 
turned from  a scout  through  the  counties  of  Reynolds,  Shannon,  Car- 
ter, Oregon,  and  Ripley,  marching  nearly  250  miles  in  seven  days.  Has 
brought  in  22  murderous  horse-thieves.  Confederate  soldiers,  and  other 
outlaws,  with  their  horses  and  arms.  Found  the  country  very  quiet. 

CLINTOK  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  July  24,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corjjs : 

I am  sending  Kimball’s  division  to  Helena.  These  are  the  only  troops 
I have,  not  worn  out  with  long  and  fatiguing  marches  through  the  dust 
and  heat.  In  addition  to  this  division,  I will  send  several  regiments 
that  are  the  most  reduced  by  sickness  to  Memphis,  thus  enabling  you 
to  take  well  regiments  for  field  service. 

I am  so  far  away,  and  know  nothing  of  Price’s  movements,  except 
what  is  contained  in  the  dispatches  forwarded  by  you,  that  I shall  in- 
struct the  troops  going  to  Helena  and  those  now  there  to  report  to  you 
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for  orders.  lu  fact,  I think  it  will  be  best  to  add  all  territory  in  the 
department  as  far  south  as  the  Arkansas  Eiver  to  the  Sixteenth  Army 
Carps.  You  may  give  directions  accordingly. 

Telegraph  directly  to  Washington  the  number  of  troops  you  can  send 
after  Price  and  whatever  of  the  orders  you  give  them  you  deem  necessary. 
I do  not  know  anything  of  KimbalPs  merits  as  a commander,  and  have 
no  officer  here  senior  to  him  to  send  in  his  stead.  Steele  woidd  proba- 
bly be  the  best  man,  but  he  is  not  here,  and  cannot  well  be  spared.  I 
will,  however,  see  Sherman  by  to-morrow  night,  and,  if  Steele  can  be 
got,  will  send  him  up  at  once.  I send  two  batteries  from  here  with 
Kimball ; more  could  be  sent,  but  I doubt  the  necessity  for  it.  If  you 
deem  more  necessary,  send  them,  and  I will  replace  all  you  send  from 
here. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GBANT, 

Major-  General, 


Hdqrs.  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield^  Mo.,  July  24,  1863. 


Col.  J.  M.  Johnson, 

Commanding,  Cassville : 


Captain  Palmer,  bearer  of  flag  of  truce,  will  be  brought  alone  to  within 
4 miles  of  Springfield,  on  the  Cassville  road,  under  strict  guard,  and 
there  delivered  to  the  officer  appointed  to  receive  him.  During  his  trip 
to  this  post  his  guard  and  attendants  will  be  detained  where  they  now 
are,  under  the  strictest  surveillance,  and  allowed  to  communicate  with 
no  one  exceiJt  the  officers  in  charge.  They  will  be  hospitably  treated, 
but  strictly  guarded.  This  caution  is  rendered  necessary  by  the  fre- 
quent abuse  of  flags  of  truce. 

[JOHN  McKEIL,] 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


New  Madrid,  Mo.,  July  25,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department : 

General  : My  own  men  are  at  work  in  the  swamps,  doing  what  I 
conceive  to  be  unnecessary  labor,  and  at  the  expense,  probably,  of  one- 
third  of  our  strength.  The  swamp  is  13  miles  wide,  and  is  swimming 
deep  for  a horse  most  of  the  W2iy. 

Osceola  is  90  miles  below  us,  and  is  below  the  swamp  region.  A gar- 
rison there  might  be  able  to  furnish  any  column  passing  south  or  south- 
west with  escort  enough  for  supplies. 

General  Asboth  has  not  returned  my  troops,  although  I have  asked 
for  them,  to  enable  me  to  comply  with  General  Davidson^s  order  to  put 
“ 1,000  men  on  the  road.” 

I have  unspiked  one  12-pounder  siege  gun,  spiked  by  General  Davies’ 
order,  and  have  sent  to  the  other  shore  for  three  more  24’s,  said  to  be 
in  the  woods.  I am  repairing  half-destroyed  gun-carriages  and  alter- 
ing 32’s  to  24’s.  The  fort  is  in  formidable  trim  as  it  is.  W ith  our  nine 
platforms  filled,  we  could  defy  a large  force. 

I have  had  to  suspend  operations  on  our  outer  works,  having  but  92 
effective  men  here. 
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I have  received  au  order  from  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk,  announc- 
ing tliat  he  assumes  command  of  the  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri. 
I am  not  informed  whether  the  district  extends  so  as  to  include  me,  or 
whether  I am  still  under  General  Davidson. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHESTER  HARDmG,  Jr., 

Colonel^  Commanding  Post. 


Hdqrs.  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Lexington^  July  25,  18G3. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing: 


Sir  : Your  telegram  of  the  24th,  making  inquiries  about  the  situation 
of  atfairs  in  Johnson  County,  received,  and  in  reply  will  state  that  im- 
mediately on  my  return  from  Warrensburg  I made  the  following  report, 
as  near  as  I can  recollect.  Owing  to  carelessness  the  report  was  not 
recorded. 

In  comxdiance  with  your  telegram  of  the  10th,  which  was  not  received 
until  5 p.  m.,  11th,  I proceeded,  on  the  12th,  with  Companies  I and  K, 
First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  to  Warrensburg,  reaching  that 
place  same  evening,  and  on  the  14th  the  two  companies  of  the  Fourth 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  marched  for  Kansas  City.  I found  a 
very  bad  state  of  ahairs  there ; a great  many  outrages  and  murders  had 
been  committed ; but  as  your  order  was  to  arrest  the  ringleaders,  I 
found  it  very  hard  to  find  out  who  were  the  ringleaders  in  these  depre- 
dations, as  they  were  mostly  committed  by  irresponsible  persons,  who 
would  frequently  go  out  with  soldiers  and  commit  these  outrages.  The 
minds  of  some  of  the  soldiers  had  been  worked  upon  by  bad,  designing 
men  until  they  had  become  so  incensed  against  some  of  the  best  Union 
citizens  that  they  had  to  leave  their  houses  for  their  own  safety.  Under 
these  circumstances,  1 concluded  that  it  was  best  to  make  no  arrests  for 
the  present.  It  is  very  well  known  who  the  leaders  of  this  party  are, 
but  they  disclaim  having  anything  to  do  with  the  outrages.  There  have 
been  but  few  murders  or  othef^ outrages  committed  there  but  what  can 
be  clearly  i)roven  who  the  guilty  x)arties  are,  but  to  do  that  it  will  re- 
quire some  time,  and  must  be  done  by  some  one  whom  the  people  will 
have  confidence  in  their  staying  long  enough  to  make  a full  investiga- 
tion and  bring  the  guilty  ])arties  to  i)unishment.  There  are  women 
there  whose  husbands  have  been  murdered,  but,  owing  to  threats,  and 
the  frequent  removals  and  changes  of  commanding  officers,  they  are 
afraid  to  give  their  testimony.  There  has  been  a perfect  reign  of  ter- 
ror existing  there,  but  I am  satisfied  that  all  will  go  well  while  our 
men  remain  there,  as  they  cannob  be  induced  to  take  any  part  in  the 
personal  difficulties  of  the  citizens  there,  and  Cai)tain  Burris,  who  is  in 
command,  is  a good  man,  and  will  put  a stop  to  all  such  outrages  as 
have  been  heretofore  committed  by  the  aid  of,  and  in  many  instances 
by,  a dissatisfied  soldiery. 

The  above,  I think,  is  about  the  substance  of  my  former  report,  which, 
I hope,  you  will  receive.  I will  add  that  since  my  return  from  there 
some  four  citizens,  who  are  the  leaders  of  the  party  sjioken  of,  have 
been  arrested  by  the  Enrolled  Missouri  State  Militia,  and  sent  to  Saint 
Louis  by  order  of  the  i)rovost-marshal-general  of  the  department.  1 
think  their  arrest  was  caused  by  their  illegal  proceedings  in  carrying 
out  the  assessment  order  issued  by  General  Schofield  last  summer.  I 
receive  communications  from  Captain  Burris  almost  daily.  Our  men  are 
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doing  good  work  there,  and  I am  happy  to  report  that  a better  state  of 
affairs  exists  in  that  section  than  did  a short  time  ago. 

Hoping,  general,  this  report  may  reach  you  and  prove  satisfactory,  I 
am,  very  respectfully, 

B.  F.  LAZEAE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Comdg,  First  Missouri  tState  Militia  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  District  of  the*  Frontier, 

Fort  Scott j Kans.,  July  25,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Saint  Louis: 

Scout  just  in  from  General  BlunUs  command,  in  advance  of  mail, 
which  will  be  in  to-night,  reports  the  generaFs  command  to  have  fallen 
back  into  Fort  Gibson.  General  Blunt  still  quite  sick. 

Eespectfully,  yours, 

H.  Z.  CUETIS, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milivaukee,  Wis.,  July  2^,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  S.  Egberts, 

Davenport,  Loioa: 

General  : I regretted  much  to  receive  your  dispatch  stating  that 
you  had  seized  arms,  &c.,  the  personal  property  of  the  citizens  of  Iowa. 
1 don’t  desire  you  to  have  anything  to  do  with  such  matters.  1 have 
carefully  refrained  from  allowing  such  things  to  be  done  here,  though  I 
have  been  repeatedly  urged  to  do  them.  1 suppose  I have  been  advised 
to  seize  arms  a dozen  times,  but  such  action  is  neither  my  business  nor 
yours.  I confine  myself  strictly  to  my  military  duty.  I hope  you  will 
do  the  same.  All  such  business  has  been  turned  over  to  the  provost- 
marshals  or  comes  properly  under  civil  jurisdiction.  Surely  the  seizure 
of  personal  property  on  suspicion  merely  that  it  might  hereafter  be  used 
in  resisting  the  laws  was  out  of  place  by  a military  commander  in  loyal 
States,  and  can  only  lead  to  ill-feeling  and  disagreeable  and  unneces- 
sary complications,  which  it  has  been  my  steady  purpose  to  avoid. 
When  the  United  States  laws  are  resisted,  and  the  civil  authorities  are 
unable  or  unwilling  to  enforce  them,  military  aid  will  be  furnished  upon 
proper  application,  in  the  manner  set  out  in  instructions  herewith  sent 
you.*  If  there  be  sufficient  ground  for  apprehension  that  the  United 
States  laws  will  be  resisted  by  force,  such  preparation  as  is  necessary 
to  enable  you  to  comply  with  requisitions  will  be  made  in  advance,  but 
you  are  not  to  act,  nor  allow  the  military  force  under  your  command  to 
act,  in  any  way  until  the  condition  of  things  above  specified  obtains. 
These  are  simple  rules,  easily  followed,  and,  in  my  judgment,  are  based 
upon  correct  views  of  the  relation  between  civic  and  military  authori- 
ties. Please  act  upon  them  in  all  cases. 

The  order  for  the  movement  of  the  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry  came  from 
Washington ; therefore  I do  not  feel  willing  to  countermand  it.  You 
can,  however,  assemble  the  Eighth  Cavalry,  or  part  of  it,  which,  with 
the  forces  you  have,  will,  I think,  be  sufficient.  The  draft  has  not  been 
ordered  in  this  department,  and  I shall  be  advised  at  least  a week 


Not  found. 
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before  it  is.  Yoa  will,  therefore,  be  notified  in  time  to  be  prepared  to 
meet  all  proper  applications  for  military  aid.  If  you  need  more  force, 
it  will  be  furnished  from  here  when  the  actual  necessity  arises. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  26, 1863. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Gen&i^al-m- Chief : 

Major-General  Grant  informs  me  he  will  send  one  division  to  Helena, 
to  go  after  General  Price.  I presume  it  has  already  left  Yicksburg.  I 
infer  from  orders  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  fleet  cap- 
tain at  Gairo  that  the  operations  from  Helena  are  to  be  under  my 
direction,  but  you  are  aware  the  troops  in  Eastern  Arkansas  are  not 
now  under  my  command.  I respectfully  request  information  on  this 
subject. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 

Private.]  Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

In  the  Field,  Fort  Blunt,  C.  N.,  July  26,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Dear  Sir  : Inclosed  I send  you  copy  of  a letter  from  General  J.  M. 
Schofield  to  General  Halleck,  Oommander-iu-Chief,  charging  “abuses 
and  irregularities,’^  and  demanding  my  removal  from  command,  which 
I do  not  propose  to  let  pass  unnoticed.* 

The  “abuses  and  irregularities”  to  which  he  refers  he  fails  to  point 
out,  but  among  them  I suppose  may  be  enumerated  the  following : That 
last  fall,  after  he  (Schofield)  bad  failed  in  his  campaign  in  the  South- 
west, and,  hauling  up  in  Saint  Louis,  announcing  that  “ the  Army  of  the 
Frontier  had  fulfilled  its  mission  and  gone  into  winter  quarters,”  before 
a gun  had  ever  been  fired,  and  leaving  me  without  orders,  I advanced 
against  an  enemy  greatly  superior  in  numbers,  fought  four  successful 
battles  in  the  space  of  sixty  days,  completely  destroyed  a formidable 
rebel  army,  and  took  possession  of  the  country  they  had  previously  oc- 
cupied. This  was  “ irregularity  ” No.  1.  Again,  I suppose  that  it  was 
“ irregular  ” that  after  I had  appealed  in  vain  for  troops  to  strengthen 
the  weak  and  beleaguered  garrison  at  this  place  that  had  been  long  main- 
taining their  position  by  the  most  superhuman  eflbrts  against  a superior 
force  of  the  enemy,  who  had  been  massing  in  their  front  to  attack  and 
destroy  them,  and  then  invade  Kansas  and  Missouri,  and  finding  that 
the  danger  was  imminent,  I mounted  a mule,  and,  with  only  three  of  my 
staff,  without  baggage  or  transportation,  rode  to  this  place  (180  miles) 
in  five  days,  through  an  enemy’s  country,  in  order  to  save  the  command 
here  or  die  in  the  attempt.  It  was  still  more  “irregular”  that,  after 
arriving  here,  and  finding  the  Arkansas  Eiver  swollen,  I should  con- 
struct bloats,  cross  my  force  over  the  river  in  the  face  of  the  enemy’s  out- 
posts, who  were  guarding  the  crossings  from  behind  rifle-pits,  march  25 
miles  south  of  the  river  in  one  night,  and,  with  less  than  3,000  men 
(mostly  Indians  and  negroes),  attack  6,000  of  the  enemy  in  their  own 
chosen  position,  resulting  in  a complete  defeat  of  the  rebels,  with  a loss 

*See  Schofield’s  indorsement  on  Easton’s  letter  of  June  18,  p.  326,  and  his  letter  to 
Townsend  of  July  15,  p.  319. 


399 


Chap.  XXXIY.]  COERESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. . 

of  150  killed,  400  wounded,  and  60  prisoners,  1 piece  of  artillery,  1 stand 
of  colors,  and  200  stand  of  arms  5 also  the  destruction  of  a portion  of 
their  train  and  all  their  commissary  depots  and  supplies,  and  with  a 
comparatively  small  loss  on  my  side,  only  17  killed  and  70  wounded. 
This  is  “ irregularity  ” No.  2.  I believe  General  Schofield  has  been  guilty 
of  no  such  “ irregularities”  since  he  has  been  in  the  service.  In  crossing 
the  Arkansas  Eiver  on  the  night  of  the  16th  instant,  I had  the  misfor- 
tune to  lose  a mule-team,  by  drowning,  that  belonged  to  the  Govern- 
ment ; for  this  I suppose  a stoppage  will  be  made  against  my  pay ; but 
as  I entered  the  army  a private  and  not  for  pay,  and  have  a little  prop- 
erty I earned  before  the  war,  I can  afford  to  pay  for  the  team. 

I know  full  well  the  sources  and  motives  of  all  these  persecutions. 
It  is  a combination  composed  of  traitors,  Government  peculators,  and 
Copperheads. 

Among  the  former  class  are  Major  Easton  and  Capt.  J.  P.  Eay,  quar- 
termaster and  commissary  at  Fort  Leavenworth.  Baser  traitors  than 
they  do  not  exist  within  Jeff.  Davis’  dominions,  and  they  would  be  there 
to-day  were  it  not  that  there  is  more  value  in  greenbacks  than  Confed- 
erate notes. 

Among  the  second  class  are  Thomas  Carney,  Governor  of  Kansas,  and 
Colonel  Coffin,  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs.  Two  greater  thieves 
do  not  live.  Their  wholesale  robbery  of  those  poor,  unfortunate  refugee 
Indians  is  so  gross  and  outrageous  that  their  names  are  a stench  in  the 
nostrils  of  every  loyal  Indian — man,  woman,  and  child.  They  knew  that 
I was  on  their  track  5 hence  their  efforts  to  get  rid  of  me  in  some  way. 

Of  the  latter  class  are  all  the  pro- slavery  demagogues  of  Missouri  and 
Kansas,  who  hate  me  cordially,  because  I have  no  affinity  for  rebels.  I 
am  satisfied  that  there  has  been  a determined  purpose  to  sacrifice  this 
command  by  withholding  troops  for  the  purpose  of  sacrificing  and  get- 
ting rid  of  me.  I have  borne  their  insults  and  abuse  as  long  as  could 
be  reasonably  expected,  and  I think  it  no  more  than  justice  that  the 
President  should  grant  me  a court  of  inquiry,  that  my -accusers  may 
meet  me  face  to  face  and  prove  the  ‘irregularities  and  abuses.”  I un- 
derstand that  Governor  Carney  took  charges  against  me  to  Washington 
and  forgot  to  present  them.  I have  written  to  Carney  to-day,  demand- 
ing that  he  shall  lay  the  charges  before  the  President  without  delay. 

I laid  aside  all  personal  feeling,  and  came  here  to  take  a colonel’s 
command,  because  the  public  good  required  it;  but  the  present  crisis  is 
past,  and  justice  to  myself  would  require  that  I should  refuse  to  take  the 
field  again  until  I have  a command  that  I am  entitled  to,  and  until  the 
charges  against  me  haveheen  investigated;  but  my  private  grievances 
shall  not  interfere  with  the  public  service.  If  required,  I will  take  com- 
mand of  500  negroes,  and  when  I am  relieved  from  the  service,  as  I hope 
to  be  at  some  time,  then  these  base  calumniators  shall  be  called  to  an 
account. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  26, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  McNeil,  Springfield: 

General  Blunt  attacked  and  defeated  Cooper  below  Fort  Gibson  on 
the  17th  instant.  Cooper  retreated  in  direction  of  Fort  Smith,  where  it 
is  expected  he  will  be  re-enforced  by  the  remainder  of  the  troops  under 
the  rebel  General  Steele.  Your  advance  under  Colonel  Cloud  will  prob- 
ably be  able  to  penetrate  nearly,  if  not  quite,  to  the  Arkansas  Eiver, 
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and  protect  General  Blunt  from  any  movement  of  the  enemy  toward 
Fort  Gibson,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river.  At  last  accounts  General 
Blunt  was  south  of  the  river,  moving  toward  Fort  Smith. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  July  26,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

Assista7it  Adjutant- General,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Sir  : 1 inclose  you,  at  the  earnest  request  of  Colonel  Leavenworth, 
who  has  command,  under  an  order  from  Headquarters  District  of  Kan- 
sas, of  troops  on  the  Santa  F6  road,  two  letters  sent,  to  illustrate  his 
embarrassment.  He  is  at  Fort  Lamed,  with  one  company  of  cavalry, 
one  of  infantry,  and  one  section  of  artillery,  showing  a total  for  duty  on 
10th  of  July  of  147  men.  This  is  enough  for  an  average  garrison  at 
that  post,  or  nearly  enough.  At  this  time,  however,  there  is  an  un- 
usually large  gathering  of  the  Indians  (Kiowas,  Comanches,  Arapahoes, 
Cheyennes,  and  Prairie  Apaches),  who  are  friendly  or  not  as  occasion 
prompts,  and  numbering  4,000  to  5,000  lodges.  They  come  up  yearly 
at  this  season  with  the  buffalo  that  cross  the  Arkansas  in  their  migra- 
tions near  Lamed,  partly  to  kill  buffalo  and  partly  to  receive  their 
annual  presents. 

About  ten  days  ago  an  Indian  was  killed  by  a sentinel,  at  which  the 
Indians  were  fierce  and  indignant  and  threatening.  There  is  no  doubt 
the  garrison  was  then  in  some  danger,  and  it  may  perhaps  be  so  still, 
but  it  would  not  be  possible  for  me  to  send  it  re-enforcements  now, 
unless  it  were  in  imminent  peril,  for  the  bands  of  guerrillas  are  receiving 
such  accessions  from  Price’s  broken  army  that  I shall  have  my  hands 
full,  or  more  than  full,  with  them. 

I respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  Colonel  Leavenworth’s  sug- 
gestion that  a portion  of  the  troops  in  Central  and  Northern  Colorado 
be  sent  on  the  road,  and  that  the  whole  road,  from  Council  Grove  to  the 
Baton  Mountains,  be  placed  under  one  management  and  command. 

In  addition  to  the  troops  named  above  as  at  Lamed,  there  is  one 
company  of  cavalry  guarding  the  line  from  Council  Grove  to  Cow  Creek, 
and  one  company  of  cavalry  and  one  section  of  artillery  at  Lyon.  I 
think  one  more  company  of  cavalry  at  Fort  Lyon  and  one  more  at 
Fort  Lamed  will  be  a sufficient  addition  to  the  force  now  on  the  road. 
Three  companies  more  would  certainly  be  enopgh. 

There  have  been  some  interferences  by  Indians  with  trains,  occasion- 
ing some  uneasiness,  but  not  alarm,  among  the  traders,  which  a small 
addition  of  troops  would  hereafter  prevent,  and  which  probably  will 
not  recur  with  jiresent  force,  as  they  were  occasioned  by  carelessness 
of  the  wagon-master  in  letting  the  Indians  have  whisky. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWIKG,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  Ge^ieral. 

[Inclosures.] 

Headquarters  District  Troops, 

On  Santa  Fe  Road,  July  15,  1863. 

■ Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

District  of  the  Border,  Kansas  City,  Mo. : 

Sir  : On  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  a sentinel  on  post  at  this  fort 
shot  and  killed  an  Indian.  It  was  about  1 a.  m.  As  we  were  surrounded 
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by  all  the  Apache,  Arapaho,  and  Kiowa  Indians,  and  not  knowing  to 
which  tribe  he  belonged,  our  position  was  rather  unpleasant,  owing  to 
not  having  many  troops  here;  and,  as  the  Indians  had  been  troublesome 
on  the  Santa  Fe  road,  I had  out  on  scout  some  50  of  our  small  garri- 
son, to  protect  trains  above  and  below  on  the  river.  As  soon  as  this 
Indian  was  killed,  I sent  runners  out  for  all  the  scouts  to  return  to  this 
post,  and  called  a council  of  all  the  chiefs.  By  8 a.  m.  all  the  chiefs 
(principal  chiefs)  were  here.  As  I had  told  the  runners  to  inform  the 
chiefs  I did  not  want  any  braves  or  other  Indians  to  visit  the  post,  all 
kept  away  but  the  Kiowas ; they  could  not  be  governed  by  their  chiefs, 
and  came  up  in  strong  force,  and  very  much  excited ; more  so  than  any 
Indians  I ever  saw.  Upon  examination  of  the  dead  Indian  by  the  chiefs, 
it  was  found  to  be  a Cheyenne ; they  happened  to  be  in  small  numbers, 
and  we  happily  escaped  a collision  for  the  moment.  What  may  happen 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say. 

The  Fort  Lyon  mail  is  in,  and  the  messenger  informs  me  that  he  ap- 
plied for  an  escort  to  the  mail  to  the  commanding  officer  of  a company 
of  the  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  which  was  stationed  about  65  miles  this 
side  of  Fort  Lyon,  but  he  refused  to  send  a man  with  him ; said  he  had 
positive  orders  not  to  do  so.  What  does  all  this  mean  ? Am  I expected 
to  guard  and  escort  trains  on  the  whole  of  this  road,  for  400  miles,  with 
but  one  company  of  cavalry Captain  Bead’s  company,  of  the  Kinth 
Kansas  Volunteers,  will  do  all  that  men  can  do,  but  it  is  impossible  for 
them  to  do  justice  to  themselves  and  the  service,  in  these  400  miles, 
alone.  There  are  plenty  of  troops  at  Forts  Lyon  and  Colorado,  to  pro- 
tect this  road,  if  properly  managed.  The  whole  of  the  road  from  Coun- 
cil Grove  to  the  Kew  Mexico  border  should  be  under  the  direction  of 
one  officer.  Unless  this  is  so,  the  duty  on  it  will  not  be  properly  done 
in  some  parts  of  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  LEAVEKWOBTH, 

Col.  Second  Begt.  Colo.  Vols.,  Comdg.  Route  on  Santa  Fe  Road. 

Headquarters  of  Troops  on  the  Santa  Fe  Eoad, 

Fort  Lamed y Kans.,  July  22,  1863. 
Assistant  Adjutant -General,  Dist.  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City,  Mo. : 

Sir  : The  Fort  Lyon  mail  is  just  in,  and  I have  received  a note  from 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  F.  Tappan,  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  stating  that  his  send- 
ing me  re-enforcements  when  I was  so  fearfully  menaced  by  the  Indians 
a few  days  since  has  been  excepted  to  by  the  colonel  commanding  the 
District  of  Colorado,  and  that  he  has  been  relieved  from  the  command 
of  Fort  Lyon  in  consequence.  If  such  is  the  fact,  I ask  as  a great  favor 
of  the  general  commanding  this  district  that  he  will  so  represent  our 
matters  out  here  to  General  Schofield  as  will  not  only  restore  Colonel 
Tappan  to  his  former  command,  but  place  his  post,  and  the  whole  of 
the  Santa  F6  road,  without  the  District  of  Colorado,  if  Col.  J.  M.  Cbiv- 
ington  is  to  command  it  any  longer.  Inclosed  I have  the  honor  to  send, 
for  the  information  of  the  general  commanding  the  District  of  the  Bor- 
der, extracts  of  two  letters  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  District  of 
Colorado,*  showing  the  limited  knowledge  they  must  possess  of  our  situ- 
ation on  the  Santa  F6  road.  Five  hundred  miles  distance  for  troops  to 

* Not  found. 
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march  to  re-euforce  this  post  is  not  so  easily  done.  Judge  Arny,  from 
New  Mexico,  will  give  you  more  full  and  complete  information  than  I 
have  time  to  write. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  LEAVENWORTH, 

Col.  Second  Eegt.  Colo.  Vols.,  Comdg.  Route  on  Santa  Fe  Road. 


War  Depart^^ient, 
Washington^  July  27,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 
Major-General  Grant,  Yiclishurg^  Miss. : 

The  troops  sent  into  Arkansas  will  act  under  the  orders  of  Major- 
General  Schofield.  This,  however,  will  not  prevent  you  from  recalling 
them  to  your  command  if  you  should  find  it  necessary  to  do  so. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Vicksburg,  July  27, 1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Samt  Louis,  Mo. : 

Steele  will  take  command  of  troops  at  Helena,  receiving  instructions 
from  Hurlbut. 

H.  S.  GRANT, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  July  27,  1863. 

Major-General  Rosecrans  : 

AU  my  available  cavalry,  including  the  Merrill  Horse,  in  Arkansas 
after  Price.  I regret  that  it  is  impossible  to  send  them  to  you. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  203.  5 Vichsburg,  Miss.,  July  27,  1863. 

###**#* 

VIII.  Maj.  Gen.  E.  Steele  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
army  to  take  the  field  from  Helena,  Ark.  He  will  proceed  immediately 
to  Helena  and  report  by  letter  from  there  to  Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut, 
commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  for  special  instructions. 

******* 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

[T.  S.  BOWERS,]  « 

Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  July  27,  1863. 

Capt.  J.  A.  Pike, 

Commanding  Aubrey,  Kans. : 

Sir  : There  was  a large  collection  of  guerrillas,  under  Todd  and  Quan- 
trill,  on  the  head  of  the  Sni,  in  the  eastern  iiart  of  Jackson  County, 
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numberiDg  from  300  to  500.  Major  Eansom,  with  250  idcd,  broke 
up  and  destroyed  their  camp  on  Saturday,  the  25th  instant,  and  scat- 
tered the  force.  I am  advised,  on  undoubted  authority,  that  Todd,  with 
JGO  men,  or  thereabouts,  left  the  neighborhood  of  that  camp  yesterday 
for  his  old  camping  place  on  High  Blue,  near  High  Grove.  I want  you 
to  rout  him  out  of  that,  and  for  this  purpose  I will  send  you  one  or  two 
companies,  to  be  at  Little  Santa  Fe  to-night.  You  had  better  not  start 
out  with  less  than  125  men,  and  should  keep  after  him  until  you  get 
a fight,  if  possible. 

I send  to-day  two  companies  of  infantry  to  Pleasant  Hill  and  Aubrey, 
by  way  of  Little  Santa  F6. 

If  you  think  it  necessary,  you  may  keep  Company  D,  Eleventh  Kan- 
sas, at  Little  Santa  F4  until  you  get  back  from  your  scout ; but  if  you 
do  so,  send  word  to  companies  at  Aubrey,  Coldwater  Grove*  and  Rock- 
ville as  to  Todd^s  force,  and  have  them  to  keep  a very  sharp  lookout. 
Company  A,  Eleventh  Kansas,  however,  must  go  over  to  Pleasant  Hill 
to-morrow,  unless  your  advices  from  there  are  such  as  to  convince  you 
that  there  is  no  danger  to  the  companies  of  the  Fourth  Missouri  sta- 
tioned there.  Those  companies  have  only  revolvers  and  sabers.  Com- 
pany A will  want  some  cavalry  for  advance  and  rear  guard ; so  you 
will  furnish  it  to  them.  You  will  judge  of  the  amount  of  such  guard 
required.  Send  full  report  of  your  scout. 

Very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  EWIKG,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee^  July  27,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C, : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter 
of  William  F.  Lockwood  on  the  subject  of  apprehended  Indian  troaftbles 
in  Nebraska,  with  your  indorsement  thereon. 

Mr.  Lockwood  is  doubtless  right  when  he  says  that  protection  to 
the  settlers  is  the  leading  consideration,’^  but  when  he  says  that  pro- 
tection can  best  be  rendered  by  keeping  the  troops  assigned  to  that  duty 
amongst  the  settlements,  he  is  stating  what  is  contradicted  by  all  mili- 
tary experience  on  the  frontier  for  the  last  twenty  years.  Nothing  is 
better  known  than  the  fact  that  it  requires  five  times  as  many  troops  to 
protect  in  this  way  a line  of  frontier  settlements  as  the  Indians  can 
possibly  bring  against  them,  and  that  so  long  as  this  system  of  defen- 
sive operations  is  kept  up  just  that  long  this  greatly  superior  force  of 
white  troops  must  be  maintained.  Besides  this,  under  such  a system, 
the  frontier  farms  and  small  settlements  not  actually  occupied  by  a 
military  force  are  constantly  subjected  to  encroachments  of  small  par- 
ties of  Indians,  who,  having  no  fear  of  the  invasion  of  their  own  country 
and  homes,  spend  their  time  in  stealing  into  the  settlements  to  commit 
depredations.  I suppose  if  there  is  one  fact  demonstrated  clearly  by 
an  experience  in  Indian  warfare  it  is  that  no  such  defensive  policy  is 
wise,  and  that  it  only  leads  to  great  and  increasing  expense,  and  to  the 
constant  alarm  and  uneasiness  of  frontier  settlers.  Our  troops  on  the 
frontier  have  of  late  years  certainly  been  posted,  not  in  the  settlements, 
but  at  points  as  near  as  possible  to  the  Indians,  and  in  such  positions 
that  their  garrisons  can  be  most  readily  concentrated.  When  Indian 
hostilities  break  out,  campaigns  are  at  once  made  against  them,  and 
in  nearly  every  case  with  sufficient  success  to  restore  peace  for  some 
time  at  least. 
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A review  of  Mr.  Lockwood’s  letter  leads  me  properly  to  speak  of 
the  condition  of  Indian  affairs  in  Minnesota,  and  to  answer  very  briefly 
the  fault-findings  and  misrepresentations  which  certain  parties  have 
carried  to  the  Government.  Without  commenting  on  the  motives  of 
this  spirit  of  carping  and  finding  fault,  I shall  assume  that  the  par- 
ties making  these  objections  to  Sibley’s  expedition,  and  the  military 
arrangement  in  Minnesota,  really  believe  what  they  say,  and  entertain 
in  good  faith  the  apprehensions  they  express.  What  are  the  facts  ? 
Even  after  Sibley’s  successful  campaign  of  last  autumn  (which,  by 
the  way,  was  followed  by  the  same  representations  and  fault-finding), 
my  intention  of  sending  a large  part  of  the  force  under  his  command 
to  Grant’s  army  having  become  known,  I was  assailed  by  a storm  of 
remonstrance  and  entreaty  against  sending  a man  away  from  the  State. 
I was  assured  solemnly  that  the  whole  region  west  of  the  Mississippi 
was  in  imminent  danger  from  Indians,  and,  if  any  of  the  troops  were 
sent  away,  the  country  west  of  the  river  would  be  abandoned,  and  the 
inhabitants  would  precipitate  themselves  upon  the  river  towns.  In 
fact,  I was  informed  by  the  highest  authority  that  the  exodus  was 
already  begun,  in  consequence  of  my  purpose  to  remove  the  troops  hav- 
ing become  known.  To  such  an  extent  was  this  carried,  that  I was  com- 
pelled to  address  a letter  to  the  Governor  for  publication,  promising 
that  the  troops  should  remain  at  their  stations  along  the  frontier  for 
the  winter.  Of  course,  no  movement  against  the  Indians  was  practi- 
cable until  the  spring  opened. 

It  was,  and  is,  my  belief  that  the  Government  wishes  this  Indian  war 
brought  to  a close  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the  troops  sent  where  they  are 
greatly  needed.  This,  therefore,  was,  and  is,  my  first  object.  The  ques- 
tion was,  how  this  could  best  be  done.  I knew  perfectly  well  that  any 
attempt  to  send  troops  south  from  Minnesota  would  lead  to  the  same 
apprehensions  and  remonstrances  which  met  me  in  the  autumn.  I knew, 
too,' that  if  I allowed  the  troops  to  remain  posted  along  the  frontier,  their 
stay  in  the  State  would  be  unlimited,  as  the  people  certainly  would  never 
consent  to  their  being  sent  out  of  the  country,  and  would  abandon  their 
farms  and  the  settlements  at  the  first  movement  of  the  kind.  I need 
not  tell  you  what  a storm  of  remonstrance  and  entreaty  would  have  been 
visited  upon  the  authorities  at  Washington,  nor  how  impossible  to  have 
resisted  it.  It  became  necessary,  therefore,  as  soon  as  the  spring  opened, 
to  make,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  such  a campaign  against  the  Indians  as 
would  assure  the  security  of  the  frontier  and  restore  confidence  to  the 
l^eople.  Unless  this  could  be  done,  there  was  no  hope  of  being  able  to 
send  the  troops  south.  In  this  view,  the  expeditions  of  Sibley  and 
Sully  were  organized.  Sibley’s  compaign  is  probably  over  by  this  time, 
as  on  the  22d  instant  he  was  to  reach  Devil’s  Lake,  where  the  Indians 
were  still  concentrating  as  late  as  the  11th  of  July.  He  will  return  with 
little  delay,  and  will  probably  reach  Fort  Snelling  with  the  larger  part 
of  his  command  by  the  last  of  August  or  the  first  week  in  September. 
Sully,  as  soon  as  he  hears  of  Sibley’s  arrival  at  Devil’s  Lake  and  its 
result,  will  cross  to  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri  and  deal  with  the 
Sioux  in  that  region. 

From  these  two  expeditions  I expect  the  happiest  results — an  end 
of  the  Indian  war,  the  security  of  the  frontier,  and  the  departure  of  a 
large  part  of  the  troops  south,  without  objection.  By  pursuing  any 
other  course,  they  would,  by  mere  force  of  entreaty  and  remonstrance, 
backed  up  by  strong  influence,  have  been  forced  to  spend  another  winter, 
and  perhaps  another,  in  Minnesota.  No  one  knows  better  than  yourself 
how  difficult  it  is  to  get  trooiJS  away  from  any  frontier  settlement  where 
momentary  necessity  has  occasioned  their  being  posted.  People  who 
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never  felt  apprehensions  before,  immediately  find  troops  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  their  protection,  and  nearly  believe  it  to  be  so.  Every  means 
is,  therefore,  used  to  prevent  their  removal,  unless  it  is  demonstrated 
there  is  no  longer  danger,  even  remote.  This  apprehension  and  this 
reluctance  to  the  removal  of  troops  once  posted  among  them  has  been 
ludicrously  illustrated  this  spring.  Although  Sibley  left  a very  large 
force  behind  him  along  the  frontier  settlements  (five  times  as  large  as 
ever  was  in  Minnesota  before,  when  powerful  tribes  of  Indians  were  still 
encamped  on  the  Mississippi  and  surrounded  the  sparse  settlements  then 
existing  in  the  Territory),  and  although  he  was  marching  against  the 
very  Indians  of  whom  they  were  apprehensive,  and  was  constantly  in- 
terposed between  them  and  the  white  settlem-ents,  there  came  up  a ter- 
rible outcry  from  the  whole  people  west  of  the  Mississippi,  through  the 
newspapers,  that  they  were  being  abandoned;  that  Sibtey  was  marching 
away,  and  the  Indians  would  attack  the  settlements  behind,  ridiculing  the 
movement  one  moment  and  the  next  protesting  against  the  expedition,  &c. 
That  much  of  this  storm  was  stimulated  by  a few  persons,  for  very  differ- 
ent reasons,  and  to  accomplish  their  own  purposes,  I have  abundant 
reason  to  know;  but  that  the  mass  of  the  people  believed  themselves  in 
danger  I have  no  doubt.  Under  such  circumstances  constant  alarm  and 
^‘stampedes”  were  expected  as  soon  as  Sibley  got  out  of  sight,  but  they 
have  been  really  fewer  than  I expected.  The  inclosed  slip,*  from  a paper 
which  has  been  very  active  in  giving  circulation  to  these  wild  and  alarm- 
ing rumors,  will  show  you  just  what  such  stories  amount  to. 

Objection  has  been  made  to  the  size  of  Sibley’s  expedition,  but  with- 
out much  reason  and  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  facts.  Wonderful 
statements  have  been  made  of  his  difficulty  in  getting  along,  of  the 
dreadful  suffering  of  his  men,  of  the  breaking  [down]  of  his  animals  by 
thirst  and  starvation,  of  conferences  about  abandoning  the  expedition, 
&c.  These  stories  were  put  in  circulation  while  Sibley  was  without  the 
means  of  communicating  with  Saint  Paul.  There  was  not  one  word  of 
truth  in  any  of  them.  The  expedition  has  had  no  difficulty ; it  is  large 
enough  completely  to  accomplish  the  purpose,  and  to  make  such  demon- 
stration of  force  on  the  plains  as  utterly  to  put  an  end  to  the  belief  among 
the  Indians  that  all  the  fighting  men  had  gone  south,  and  that  the 
white  settlements  along  the  frontier  were  at  their  mercy,  a belief  circu- 
lated by  Little  Crow,  and  which,  doubtless,  prompted  the  outbreak  last 
summer.  No  force  much,  if  any,  smaller  would  have  accomplished  the 
purpose.  If  I had  kept  the  body  of  troops  at  these  posts,  and  sent  out 
cavalry  or  infantry  expeditions,  no  result  would  have  been  accomplished 
which  would  have  induced  the  people  of  Minnesota  to  listen  to  the  idea 
of  sending  troops  south.  The  truth  is,  in  plain  words,  that  there  are  in 
this  State  many  people  who  are  determined  that  the  troops  shall  not 
be  taken  out  of  it.  They  are  clearly  entitled  to  some  of  the  Govern- 
ment expenditures  which  they  can  only  get  in  this  way.  As  long  as 
the  apprehensions  of  the  people  can  be  kept  up,  the  troops  will  be  kept 
in  the  State.  Of  course,  no  expedition  must  be  successful  enough  to 
destroy  all  danger  from  Indians ; hence  Sibley’s  expedition  must  fail,  and 
must  be  embarrassed  and  belied  and  misrepresented,  so  as  to  make  it  fail 
if  possible.  Whilst  some  are  actuated  by  these  mo-tives,  others  of  whom 
I have  written  act  in  the  same  direction,  with  a different  object  in  view. 

I believe  that  the  expeditions  are  properly  organized,  and  that  they 
will  accomplish  their  puirmses,  and  enable  the  Government  to  send  the 
troops  composing  them  to  the  south  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
They  were  organized  with  this  view,  and  I am  confident  of  the  result. 
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In  relation  to  the  apprehended  difficulties  in  Nebraska,  I wrote  to 
Sully  before  he  left  Sioux  City  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any 
danger  south  of  the  Missouri,  and  if  so,  to  march  his  command  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river  and  cover  the  settlements  as  he  moved  north. 
He  replied  that  there  was  no  danger,  nor  has  he  ever  intimated  that 
there  were  any  Indian  troubles  in  Nebraska  since,  though  I have  heard 
from  him  several  times  at  Sioux  City,  Fort  Eandall,  and  Fort  Pierre. 
Nebraska,  as  you  know,  is  not  in  my  department. 

Sully’s  force  is  now  not  even  1,200  strong,  and  I cannot  reduce  it  and 
accomplish  what  is  desired.  The  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry  has,  however, 
been  sent  to  General  Schofield,  and  can  take  the  place  of  the  Nebraska 
regiment  now  with  Sully. 

A few  days  longer  and  aU  these  matters  will  be  plainly  developed.  I 
only  give  you  here  my  reasons  for  the  course  I have  taken,  and  for 
believing  it  will  prove  the  wise  one. 

I am,  general,  respectfnilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Cape  Girardeau,  July  27,  1863. 

Col.  T.  J.  Haines, 

Aide  de-Camp  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  Saint  Louis: 

On  the  25th  instant,  Capt.  J.  Carpenter,  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry, 
left  in  charge  of  stores  at  Buchanan,  burned  them  and  fell  back  here. 
Destroyed  about  45,000  pounds  of  bacon. 

M.  W.  McCEACKEN, 
Captain  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


Pilot  Knob,  July  27, 1863. 

Major-General  Schopield  : 

I am  advised  from  Frederick  town  that  a company  of  cavalry  left  by 
General  Davidson  at  Hog-Eye,  Wayne  County,  guarding  subsistence 
stores,  were  attacked  by  guerrillas  on  Saturday  night,  the  25th  instant. 
Our  forces  burned  the  stores  and  retreated  to  Cape  Girardeau.  Colonel 
Eogers  telegraphs  me  that  he  thinks  it  a big  scare.  He  may  look  for 
a pretty  big,  strong  force  of  raiders  from  the  Pitman^s  Ferry  and  Poca- 
hontas route  after  General  Davidson  passes  through  Greene  County, 
Arkansas.  The  general  left  Gainesville  on  the  morning  of  the  23d 
instant.  ♦ 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  District  oe  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knob,  July  28,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis : 

The  abandonment  of  Hog-Eye  (Buchanan  on  the  map),  and  the  burn- 
ing of  the  supplies  by  Captain  Carpenter,  has  the  appearance  of  having 
been  very  disgraceful  and  cowardly.  The  captain  and  his  company  are 
now  safe  in  Cape  Girardeau.  I suppose  I have  no  authority  in  the 
premises,  as  it  occurred  within  General  Davidson’s  jurisdiction. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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Special  Oedees,  ) Hdqes.  Depaetment  of  the  Tennessee, 

INo.  204.  ) VicJcslmrg,  Miss.,  July  28, 1863. 

I.  Maj.Gen.  0.  G.  Washburn, U.  S.  Volunteers,  v^ill  report  in  person 
to  Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  0.  Ord,  commanding  Thirteenth  Army  Corps,  for 
duty. 

II.  The  Fourth  Division  of  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps  is  hereby  trans- 
ferred to  and  will  hereafter  constitute  a part  of  the  Thirteenth  Army 
Corps,  and  will  report  accordingly. 

III.  The  division  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Smith,  and  known 
as  the  First  Division  of  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  is  hereby  transferred 
to  and  will  hereafter  constitute  a part  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

[T.  S.  BOWERS,] 

Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Memphis,  July  28, 1863. 

Major-General  Halleck,  Washington : 

General  Grant  has  sent  KimbalPs  division,  of  this  [Sixteenth]  corps, 
to  Helena,  for  the  White  River  expedition  in  rear  of  Price.  He  has 
also  annexed  all  Arkansas  north  of  Arkansas  River  to  this  corps,  and 
charged  me  with  the  direction  of  the  movement.  I am  ready  to  co- 
operate with  General  Schofield,  with  6,000  men,  as  soon  as  I learn  his 
plan  of  campaign.  The  trip  into  Arkansas  at  present  temperature  and 
over  a wasted  country  will  be  very  oppressive,  and  there  will  be  much 
difiiculty  in  maintaining  supplies.  I desire  to  receive  explicit  directions 
as  early  as  possible.  I shall  have  to  look  to  Schofield  for  cavalry. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-  General. 


Memphis,  July  28,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis  : 

KimbalPs  division  (6,000  infantry)  with  three  field  batteries,  is  now, 
or  will  be  in  a day  or  two,  at  Helena,  ready  to  move  up  on  the  rear  of 
Price  and  co-operate  with  you.  As  I am  ordered  by  General  Grant  to 
organize  this  movement,  I wish  at  once  to  know  your  plan  and  proba- 
ble course  of  operation  and  means  of  supply.  If  you  desire,  I will  come 
to  Cairo  at  any  time  and  meet  you,  to#)rganize  the  necessary  combina- 
tions. I dread  the  results  of  a march  through  that  desolated  country 
at  this  season,  especially  as  I have  no  certain  knowledge  where  Price’s 
force  is  to  be  foundl 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-General. 


Headquaetees  Disteict  of  Easteen  Aekansas, 

Helena,  Arlc.,  Judy  28,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

Geneeal:  Captain  Jenks,  from  General  Davidson’s  command, 
reached  me  this  morning  at  1 o’clock,  having  left  the  general  on  the 
25th  instant  at  Greensborough.  His  dispatches  to  me  were  destroyed. 
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for  fear  they  would  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I have  sent 
steamer  to  Madison  with  ten  days’  rations  for  the  entire  command. 
Forces  are  arriving  from  below,  designed,  I suppose,  to  co-operate  with 
General  Davidson.  Two  thousand  are  now  here.  General  Kimball, 
with  the  remainder  of  his  division,  will  be  here  to-day. 

I am  informed  that  a fleet  of  gunboats  is  now  at  the  mouth  of  White 
Eiver,  and  intended  for  a movement  up  that  stream.  I will  try  and 
keep  you  advised  of  any  movements  of  interest. 

I am^  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  F.  BOSS, 

• Brigadier- General j Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Ko.  75.  ) Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  29,  1863. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1863,  prohibits  all  officers 
or  persons  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  from  employing 
any  of  the  forces  under  their  command  for  the  purpose  of  returning 
fugitives  from  service  or  labor. 

To  prevent  misapprehension  as  to  the  scope  of  this  prohibition,  it  is 
hereby  declared  to  extend  to  all  troops  in  this  department,  including 
the  Enrolled  Militia  of  Missouri,  in  active  service.  The  latter  being 
under  the  command  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  department, 
cannot  be  permitted  to  aid  civil  officers  in  the  arrest  or  return  of  fugitive 
slaves. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

O.  W.  MAKSH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ko.  100.  j Mem]gMs,  Tenn.,  July  29,  1863. 

I.  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  commanding 
Department  of  the  Tennessee,*  so  much  of  that  department  as  lies  north 
of  the  Arkansas  Eiver  is  included  in  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 

II.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  District  of  Northeastern  Arkansas 
will  report  immediately  to  these  headquarters,  fully  and  particularly,  by 
regiments,  detachments,  and  batteries,  the  precise  state  of  his  command. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut: 

• HENEY  BINMOEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  July  30,  1863 — 3 p.  m. 

Major-General  Hurlbut,  Memphis,  Tenn. : 

Communicate  with  General  Schofield,  at  Saint  Louis,  in  regard  to  his 
plan  of  campaign.  General  Davidson,  with  a large  cavalry  force,  was 
moving  south,  to  co-operate  with  the  troops  from  Helena.  The  main 
object  is  to  break  up  Price  and  occupy  Little  Eock. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


See  Grant  to  Hurlbut,  July  24,  p.  394. 
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War  Department, 
Washington^  July  30,  1863 — 6.35  p.  m. 

Major-General  Sohoeield, 

Saint  LouiSj  Mo. : 

General  Hurlbut  has  been  placed  in  command  of  a column  of  6,000 
men,  to  move  from  Helena  against  Price.  The  forces  which  you  may 
send  down  will  unite  with  HurlbuPs  corps,  and  be  temporarily  under  his 
command.  Telegraph  to  him  your  plans  and  how  you  can  best  co- 
operate. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General  in-  Chief. 


Memphis,  July  30, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis : 

I send  you  telegrams  received  from  General  Davidson.  I informed 
you  that  General  Grant  had  added  so  much  of  his  department  in  Ar- 
kansas as  lies  north  of  the  river  to  this  corps.  The  boundaries  I cannot 
learn.  Of  course,  I do  not  mean  to  interfere  with  your  troops.  I hold 
tlie  infantry  at  Helena  waiting  orders,  and  shall  probably  send  Major- 
General  Prentiss  in  charge  of  the  expedition.  If  you  consider  David- 
son’s force  alone  sufficient,  Prentiss  will  move  on  a different  line.  If 
they  move  together,  Prentiss  will,  of  course,  command. 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  30, 1863. 

Major-General  Hurlbut: 

Your  dispatch  of  the  28th  is  received.  My  cavalry  (about  5,000  strong) 
is  now  moving  against  Price  from  Southeastern  Missouri.  I have  not 
heard  from  it  for  several  days,  and  do  not  know  how  far  it  has  ad- 
vanced nor  where  Price  is.  The  infantry  should  move  from  Helena  to 
Des  Arc,  on  White  Eiver,  and  be  met  there  by  transports  with  supplies, 
under  convoy  of  gunboats.  I presume  the  line  of  operations  from  Des 
Arc  will  be  to  Little  Eock.  I do  not  believe  Price  will  give  battle  north 
of  Little  Eock.  I will  send  down  teams  enough  to  supply  the  command 
from  Helena  to  Des  Arc,  and  until  communication  can  be  established 
by  White  Eiver.  My  cavalry  division,  under  General  Davidson,  will, 
probably,  join  the  infantry  at  Des  Arc.  I would  like  to  see  you  per- 
sonally on  the  subject,  and  will  meet  you,  as  you  suggest,  at  Cairo. 
Please  inform  me  when  you  will  be  there. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis^  Tenn..  July  30,  1863. 


Maj.  Gen.  B.  M.  Prentiss, 

Comdg.  District  of  Eastern  Arhansas.,  Helena,  Arlc. : 

General  : You  will  at  once  proceed  to  open  communication  with 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson,  now  at  Wittsburg.  You  wTll  take  such 
force  as  you  consider  necessary,  always  leaving  sufficient  garrison  at 
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Helena,  and  move  them,  by  boat  or  otherwise,  to  Clarendon,  on  White 
River,  from  thence  determining  your  point  of  attack  on  Little  Rock  or 
Jacksonport,  as  you  consider  advisable.  Price  is  reported  at  Little 
Rock;  Marmaduke  at  Jacksonport. 

If  the  Arkansas  is  navigable,  and  likely  to  remain  so,  you  will  move 
your  force  by  that  river  as  high  as  you  can  safely  proceed,  and  order  Gen- 
eral Davidson  to  join  you.  In  either  event,  you  will  establish  a depot ; 
if  on  White  River,-  at  the  point  of  Clarendon ; if  on  the  Arkansas,  at 
the  highest  point  of  probable  navigation.  If  transportation  by  water 
is  short,  you  will  move  by  land,  sending  your  depot  supplies  by  water. 

See  to  it  that  you  have  abundant  supphes  of  ammunition  suitable  to 
your  several  arms  of  service.  You  may  either  take  command  of  the 
movement  yourself  or  send  General  Kimball.  I would  prefer  you 
taking  command.  With  Davidson’s  cavalry  and  your  own  artillery  and 
infantry,  you  are  very  much  an  overmatch  for  anything  you  can  meet. 
Cut  off  extra  baggage  without  remorse,  and  load  with  nothing  but 
necessaries. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HDRLBUT, 

Major-General. 

P.  S. — Call  on  the  Kavy  Department  for  gunboat  protection. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  30, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  Ew^ing,  Kansas  City : 

General  Brown  reports  a concentration  of  rebels  in  Saline  County, 
Linder  Jackman  and  Quan trill.  General  Brown  wishes  you  to  send  a 
force  from  Lexington  to  co-operate  with  Major  [G.  W.]  Kelly,  at  Mar- 
shall. Please  do  so,  if  practicable. 

Bv  order  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

C.  W.  MARSH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  30,  1863. 

General  Davidson, 

In  the  Field,  via  Bloomfield  : 

The  division  of  infantry  and  artillery  which  is  to  co-operate  with  you 
has  been  ordered  up  from  Vicksburg,  and  is  probably  now  at  Helena. 
It  may  be  some  time  yet  before  it  will  start  for  Des  Arc.  If  Price  is  at 
or  near  Jacksonport,  as  reported,  in  force,  you  will  probably  have  to 
remain  north  of  that  place  until  the  movement  from  Helena  compels 
him  to  retreat.  If  Price  has  retreated,  you  may  be  able  to  move  for- 
ward to  Des  Arc  and  open  communication  with  Helena  without  waiting 
for  the  advance  of  the  infantry.  Do  not  let  the  enemy’s  cavalry  get  in 
your  rear.  Colonel  Harding  reports  it  impossible  to  open  the  road 
across  the  swamp  in  any  reasonable  time,  and,  I believe,  has  abandoned 
the  attempt.  If  you  fail  to  connect  with  Helena,  you  will  have  to  draw 
supplies  from  Bloomfield.  How  is  it  that  I hear  nothing  from  you  ? 
I have  not  heard  a word  since  you  left  Bloomfield. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

Fort  Blunt,  C.  F.,  July  30, 1863. 

Maj.  Geu.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Dejgartment  of  the  Missouri : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  following  facts 
relative  to  the  situation  of  this  command : 

In  my  dispatch  to  you  of  the  26th  instant,  I informed  you  that — 

General  Cooper  was  re-enforced  on  the  evening  of  the  battle  of  Honey  Springs  (the 
17th)  hy  General  Cabell,  with  3,000  men  and  four  pieces  of  artillery ; that  he  refused 
to  renew  the  fight,  but  retreated  25  miles  during  the  night  to  the  Canadian  River. 

Since  then  he  has  been  re-enforced  by  General  Steele  (formerly  Cap- 
tain Steele,  U.  S.  Army),  with  Texans,  Choctaws,  and  Chickasaws;  the 
number  I have  been  unable  to  ascertain,  but  they  appear  bold  and  con- 
fident. General  Steele  is  said  to  be  in  command.  They  have  advanced 
from  the  Canadian  to  the  old  battle-ground  on  Elk  Creek,  and  their 
cavalry  has  been  as  far  up  as  Coody^s  Creek,  5 miles  south  of  the  Ar- 
kansas. On  the  27th,  a heavy  cannonading  was  heard  in  their  camp 
for  two  hours,  which,  I suppose,  was  to  get  the  range  of  their  guns  upon 
certain  points.  Deserters  from  the  rebel  camp  yesterday  report  that 
General  [ J.  E.]  Baylor  is  moving  up  from  Eed  Eiver,  with  4,000  men  and 
four  pieces  of  artillery,  to  re-enforce  Cooper  and  Steele.  Union  refugees 
from  Texas,  arrived  yesterday,  report  the  same  facts,  that  at  Bonham, 
on  Eed  Eiver,  they  saw  8,000  troops  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery ; that 
4,000  and  four  pieces  of  artillery  moved  in  this  direction,  under  Baylor, 
and  was  understood  to  be  to  re-enforce  Cooper ; the  other  4,000  and  four 
pieces  went  to  Louisiana. 

My  cavalry  occupy  the  south  side  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, I shall  hold  the  ford  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Arkansas,  near 
the  mouth  of  Grand  Eiver,  until  the  arrival  of  the  train  (which  is  ex- 
pected in  a few  days)  with  ammunition,  my  supply  here  being  nearly 
exhausted.  I shall  then  cross  all  my  available  force  and  oiler  them 
battle  on  their  own  ground. 

I cannot  muster  over  3,000  men  for  duty,  including  Indians,  to  move 
against  the  enemy,  leaving  only  the  convalescents  to  garrison  this  post, 
while  the  rebel  force  (exclusive  of  BayloFs  force)  is  not  less  than  9,000. 
My  artillery  is  also  very  poor ; have  not  a rifled  gun  in  the  command. 

Deserters  report  that  it  is  Steele’s  intention  to  attack  me  here,  if  I 
do  not  move  against  him  soon,  but  I prefer  to  be  the  attacking  party, 
and  shall  defer  a movement  no  longer  than  the  arrival  of  the  train  with 
ordnance  stores.  The  odds  against  me  are  large,  but  I shall  endeavor 
to  do  the  best  I can  with  the  handful  of  troops  under  ray  command. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Major-General. 

P.  S. — Spies  have  just  returned  from  Fort  Smith  and  Yan  Buren. 
They  report  only  300  troops  at  Fort  Smith.  Guerrilla  bands  are  numer- 
ous in  Southwestern  Arkansas,  hunting  Union  men  who  have  fled  to 
the  mountains.  Many  of  them  have  been  compelled  by  starvation  to 
come  in,  when  they  have  been  shot  or  hung.  About  200  men  have  been 
murdered  recently  in  this  way  in  Washington,  Crawford,  and  Sebastian 
Counties.  In  view  of  these  facts,  I beg  to  repeat  the  suggestion  I made 
in  a former  letter,  that  the  Arkansas  trooi)S,  at  least,  be  sent  into  the 
northwestern  part  of  that  State,  to  drive  out  the  bands  of  rebel  guer- 
rillas, and  protect  the  few  Union  men  that  are  left,  and  who  are  now 
starving  in  the  mountains. 
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In  the  Field,  July  30,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil, 

Commanding  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  receipt  of  your  Special 
Orders  of  26th  instant,  directing  me  to  move  against  Coffee,  I left  New- 
tonia  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  and  marched  in  a southwesterly  direc- 
tion, being  satisfied,  from  information  received  on  the  evening  of  the  27th, 
that  Coffee  had  gone  south  with  Livingston’s  men  three  days  before. 
The  opinion  formed  in  my  own  mind  was  that  he  had  taken  quarters  in 
the  Cowskin  Prairie  region.  To  that  point  I directed  my  movements. 
My  force  was  240.  I found  my  horses  in  bad  condition  for  such  a scout, 
a great  number  of  my  men  being  dismounted,  and  125  were  sent  on  with 
train,  whose  horses  were  unserviceable.  Twelve  miles  out  we  run  onto 
a notorious  bushwhacker  named  Stanly,  killing  him  and  capturing  his 
horse  and  arms.  Near  the  town- site  of  Kutledge  we  drew  up  at  the 
house  of  one  Hellner,  who  had  a few  days  ago  returned  from  Price’s 
army.  He  was  on  a commanding  bluff,  watching  us  5 he  was  descried, 
and  chased  so  closely  that  we  captured  his  hat,  bridle,  and  powder-horn. 

, On  searching  the  house,  a large  rebel  mail  was  found,  mainly  directed 
to  Price’s  brigade,  among  which  were  found  two  letters  touching  on 
Coffee’s  movements,  &c.,  which  I send  you  for  the  valuable  information 
contained.  The  Springs  spoken  of  in  these  letters  are  southwest  of 
Pineville,  some  20  miles.  Guides  can  be  had  at  Newtonia.  I had  one 
Hargrove,  enrolling  officer  for  McDonald  County;  also  one  Harman  and 
Mayfield,  of  Enrolled  Militia.  Judge  C.  B.  Walker,  member  of  Legis- 
lature from  McDonald  County,  at  present  a refugee  in  Newtonia,  would 
be  a most  efficient  and  reliable  guide,  and  is  always  willing  to  serve. 

Information  obtained  from  the  women,  upon  whose  credulity  the  ad- 
vance  guard  often  imposed  themselves  as  friends  of  Coffee,  was  cor- 
roborative of  the  facts  stated  in  these  letters.  Additional  evidence  of 
Coffee’s  presence  in  that  country  is  found  in  the  impudent  and  insulting 
conduct  of  the  women  there,  who  always  grow  most  insolent  and  out- 
spoken when  emboldened  by  the  presence  of  a rebel  army.  We  biv- 
ouacked at  night  in  Rutledge.  There  I learned  from  a woman,  who 
seemed  to  know,  that  Coffee  had  moved  up  to  White  Rock  Prairie,  south 
of  Pineville.  Accordingly  I moved  early  across  to  Pineville,  7 miles, 
and  there  learned  that  a scout  of  about  100  of  Coffee’s  men  had  on  Mon- 
day been  in  White  Rock  Prairie,  but  had  gone  back.  I was  then  20 
miles  from  his  camp,  with  a greatly  inferior  force,  and  no  means  of  in- 
creasing it.  My  men  were  out  of  rations;  in  fact,  had  been  out  for  one 
day.  We  did  not  have  any  rations  in  camp  when  we  started.  There 
is  nothing  to  eat  in  that  country.  It  is  the  very  impersonation  of  pov- 
erty and  desolation.  I was,  therefore,  compelled  to  wend  my  way  back 
and  to  lay  the  facts  before  you  for  your  action.  I am  now  on  Oliver’s 
Prairie,  and  shall  leave  to-morrow  morning  en  route  for  the  Central  Dis- 
trict. I exceedingly  regret  that  we  did  not  have  a set-to”  with  Coffee. 
He  IS  an  old  acquaintance  of  ours.  We  want  to  pay  him  back  for  the 
Lone  Jack  advancement.  My  judgment  is  that  500  men  can  whip  Coffee; 
and,  furthermore,  I will  say  that  his  line  of  retreat  is  through  Cane 
Hill.  A force  sent  through  Burtonville  to  take  him  in  rear  while  one 
attacks  him  on  the  north,  would  insure  his  overthrow.  I,  however, 
submit  the  facts,  and  leave  your  better  judgment  to  make  the  proper 
use  of  them. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 

Colonel  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 
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Hdqrs.  Fifth  Military  District  of  Missouri, 

Lexington j Mo.,  July  31,  18G3. 

[Maj.]  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  the  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : I take  the  liberty  of  stating  to  you  the  condition  of  this 
immediate  section,  especially  this  county  and  post,  and  of  making  some 
suggestions,  which  I hope  you  will  not  regard  otherwise  than  dictated 
alone  by  a wish  to  see  the  interests  of  the  country  promoted.  At  this 
time  there  are  only  about  100  men  at  this  post,  the  body  of  the  troops 
having  been  withdrawn  to  the  border  and  to  the  State  of  Kansas.  The 
troops  here  belong  to  Colonel  McFerran’s  regiment  (First  Missouri  State 
Militia)  and  a company  of  Enrolled  Militia.  There  are  large  supplies 
of  commissary,  quartermaster,  and  ordnance  stores  that  require  to  be 
protected,  and  the  force  at  this  place  is  too  small  even  for  that  purpose. 
The  Enrolled  Militia  belong  to  Saline  and  to  Johnson  Counties,  and 
there  is  a strong  necessity  for  all  the  forces  of  those  counties  to  be  kept 
at  home,  there  being  abundant  service  for  them  to  perform  there.  Colo- 
nel McFerran’s  regiment  is  scattered  over  some  three  or  four  counties, 
at  some  six  or  seven  different  posts,  any  one  of  which  is  too  weak  to  ^ 
guard  the  post,  and  at  the  same  time  to  render  efficient  service  in  scout- 
ing the  country,  though,  from  what  I can  learn,  there  is  really  no  ne- 
cessity for  them  there,  as  they  report  the  country  free  from  guerrillas, 
all  of  whom  seem  to  have  concentrated  in  the  river  counties.  For  some 
weeks  past  large  forces  have  been  reported  in  this  and  the  adjoining 
counties  of  Johnson  and  Saline,  and  theft  and  murder  are  of  daily  oc- 
currence. Yet  we  are  wholly  powerless  here  to  do  anything  for  the 
relief  of  the  neighborhood  in  which  these  outrages  occur,  by  reason  of 
the  necessity  which  compels  us  to  hold  this  post.  The  provost-marshal 
for  this  district  is  unable  to  proceed  with  the  enrollment,  for  want  of  a 
sufficient  military  escort,  and  the  civil  business  of  the  county  is  sus- 
pended because  the  sheriff  cannot  go  out  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties  without  a guard,  which  cannot  be  furnished  him.  Large  bodies 
of  these  outlaws  are  gathering,  and  their  numbers  are  being  daily  aug- 
mented by  the  impunity  with  which  they  commit  their  depredations, 
and  the  apparent  Inability  both  of  the  civil  and  military  authorities  to 
bring  them  to  justice  and  punish  them  for  their  crimes. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  I would  most  respectfully  suggest  that  the  First 
Eegiment  Missouri  State  Militia  be  concentrated  at  this  point  and  at 
Warrensburg,  in  Johnson  County,  from  which  points  they  could  operate 
most  favorably,  and  at  the  same  time  be  able  to  protect  the  posts  from 
any  sudden  attack  which  might  be  made,  the  danger  of  which  at  this 
time  is  imminent. 

I have  had  the  honor  of  addressing  General  Ewing  on  this  subject, 
but  have  had  no  reply  from  him.  I therefore  beg  to  call  your  attention 
to  it  as  a matter,  in  my  opinion,  of  much  importance. 

I am,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

EIOH’D  O.  YAUGHAN, 

Brig.  Gen.^  Comdg.  Fifth  Mil.  Dist.j  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis^  Tenn.,  July  31, 18G3. 
Brigadier- General  Davidson,  Commanding  Expedition : 

General:  You  can  have  such  supplies  as  you  may  wish  sacked 
and  ready  to  be  carried  in  packs  by  sending  for  them,  and  stating  the 
amounts  you  require. 
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Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele  lias  been  appointed  by  General  Grant  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  forces  in  the  Arkansas  expedition  to  start  from  Helena.  I 
have  directed  General  Prentiss,  and  General  Steele  as  soon  as  he  ar- 
rived at  Helena,  to  open  communication  with  yon,  and  to  rendezvous 
at  Clarendon,  making  that  point  the  temporary  points  of  supply  for  the 
entire  expedition ; thence  to  move  in  conjunction  with  you  upon  Little 
Eock.  He  will  have  6,000  good  infantry  and  four  batteries.  I have 
also  directed  him  to  ascertain  whether  the  Arkansas  is  navigable,  and, 
if  so,  to  select  some  proper  point  on  that  river  as  his  future  base  of  sup- 
plies. The  extreme  dryness  of  the  country  between  Clarendon  and 
Little  Eock  will  render  it  necessary  that  trains  in  passing  it  should  be 
as  light  as  possible.  I am  very  happy  to  have  ascertained  your  where- 
abouts, but  regret  that  you  did  not  find  it  practicable  to  strike  Jackson- 
port  on  your  way  down. 

A movement  upon  Little  Eock  will  undoubtedly  call  Marmaduke’s 
force  down  to  join  Price,  and  your  force,  united  with  the  infantry  from 
Helena,  is  more  than  sufficient  to  punish  severely  all  the  possible  force 
in  Arkansas. 

So  much  of  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee  as  is  north  of  the  Ar- 
kansas Eiver  has,  by  General  Grant,  been  attached  to  this  corps  (the 
Sixteenth).  The  boundaries  are  very  undefined,  but  I very  confidently 
rely  upon  the  abandonment  of  all  minor  considerations  and  a full  co- 
operation of  the  two  commands. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis j Tenn.,  July  31,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Fred.  Steele,  Helena^  A rTc. : 

General:  Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  having  assigned  you  to  the  com-’ 
mand  of  the  expedition  against  Price  from  Helena,  h-as  also  desired  me 
to  give  you  instructions.  I learn  from  Davidson,  who  is  now  at  Witts- 
burg,  that  the  rebel  force  has  divided.  Seven  regiments  of  infantry 
and  some  cavalry  under  Marmaduke  have  established  themselves  at 
Jacksonport.  Price,  with  the  remainder  of  the  force,  is  at  Little  Eock, 
fortifying.  I cannot  estimate  Price’s  command  at  more  than  6,000  or 
7,000  men.  This  I think  a full  estimate,  unless  he  has  been  re-enforced 
by  Kirby  Smith,  which  I doubt.  Davidson  himself  has  about  5,000 
mounted  men.  With  Kimball’s  division,  and  such  as  can  be  taken  from 
the  Helena  command,  you  will  have  5,000  infantry  and  four  batteries. 
The  union  of  the  two  forces  will  give  you  a command  competent  to  crush 
out  the  entire  rebel  force  in  Arkansas.  Davidson  is  about  to  move  for 
Clarendon,  on  White  Eiver,  a point  easily  accessible  by  boats  at  present 
stage  of  water.  This  should  be  the  point  of  rendezvous  for  the  entire 
force,  and  the  temporary  depot  of  supplies.  If  the  Arkansas  is  in 
navigable  stage,  another  point  as  high  up  as  you  can  arrive  with  boats 
should  be  selected  as  a future  depot.  These  questions  must  be  in- 
trusted to  you  to  determine  from  better  local  knowledge  than  I can  have 
since  the  short  period  to  which  I have  been  assigned  to  this  duty.  I am 
informed  that  the  country  between  Clarendon  and  Little  Eock  is  one  of 
extreme  difficulty,  principally  for  lack  of  water  and  the  peculiarly  fiinty 
character  of  the  surface  rock.  In  this  view,  if  a route  nearer  the  Arkan- 


Chap.  XXXIV.] 


415 


COKRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 

sas  Elver,  and  crossing  the  heads  of  its  small  tributaries,  exists,  it  would 
be  advisable  to  follow  it.  Wagons  to  be  used  should  be  overhauled  thor- 
oughly, and  horses  and  mules  new  and  well  shod.  Nothing  should  be 
taken;  baggage  can  be  done  without.  If  there  is  deficiency  in  supply 
trains,  they  can  be  furnished  from  this  place.  A movement  on  Little 
Eock  will  probably  cause  Marmaduke  to  fall  back  from  Jacksonport,  or 
Price  may  abandon  that  point,  unite  with  Marmaduke,  and  strike  rapidly 
for  Missouri.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  General-in-Ohief  that  the  country 
north  of  the  Arkansas  be  cleared,  and  our  south  lines  established  on 
that  river.  I shall  see  General  Schofield  at  Cairo  in  a very  few  days, 
before  you  can  get  ready,  and  will  confer  with  you  as  soon  thereafter  as 
possible. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S..A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield  com- 
manding, for  the  month  of  July,  1863 ; headquarters  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Aggregate  last  re- 
turn. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

<s> 

1 

w 

2 

[3 

Department  staff  (Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 

District  of  Saint  Louis,  Brig.  Gen.  William  K. 
Strong : 

Staff  (Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 

14 

14 

14 

14 

13 

69 

27 

26 

13 

2,434 

2,641 

665 

13 
2,  948 
3, 283 
724 

10 
3, 182 
3, 674 
727 

Post  of  Saint  Louis,  Coi.  Henry  Almstedt 

Benton  Barracks,  Col.  B.  L.  E.’ Bonneville 

Victoria,  Mo.,  Col.  John  E.  Tyler 

Total  District  of  Saint  Louis 

District  of  Southeastern  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen. 
Clinton  B.  Fisk : 

Staff'  (Pilot  Knob,  Mo.) 

1, 417 
1, 051 
602 

32 

5 

135 

3,  070 

5,753 

6, 968 

7,  593 

32 

5 

2 

57 

27 

33 

2 

1, 432 
1,  268 
822 

2 

1,  930 
1,  831 
1, 774 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  Col.  Robert  R.  Livingston.. 

Cape  Girardeau,  Col.  John  B.  Rogers. 

New  Madrid  (reports  direct  to  headquarters) . . 
Patterson,  Mo ! 

1, 045 
875 
668 

i,  907 
1,  839 
424 
813 

9 

2 

2 

Total  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri  . . . 

District  of  Rolla,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies : 
Staff  (Rolla,  Mo.) 

4 

119 

2, 588 

3,  524 

5,537 

4,983 

9 

8 

19 

30 

8 

652 

977 

8 

830 

1,452 

8 
708 
1, 520 

Troops  at  Rolla 

Troops  at  other  points 

Total  District  of  RoUa 

Cavalry  Division,*  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Davidson : 

Staff'  (no  station  given) 

First  Brigade,  Col.  Lewis  Merrill 

Second  Brigade,  Col.  John  M.  Glover 

Reserve  Brigade,  Col.  Henry  C.  Caldwell 

Total  Cavalry  Division 

District  of  Southwestern  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen. 
John  McNeil: 

Staff  (Springfield,  Mo.) 

508 

723 

4 

11 

2 

57 

1, 231 

1,  637 

2, 290 

2,  236 

4 

13 

8 

100 

98 

29 

2 

2, 122 
2, 076 
854 

10 
2,  665 
2,484 
995 

10 
3,  324 
2, 828 
1,  557 

10 
3,  445 
2,832 
1, 041 

10 

6 

235 

5,054 

6, 154 

7, 719 

7,328 

16 

4 

28 

28 

4 

942 

859 

5 

1, 263 

1,  375 

*3 

1, 261 

1, 373 

Springfield  (U.  S.  Volunteers),  Maj.  Hugh  J. 
Campbell. 

Cassviile  (H.  S.  Volunteers),  Col.  James  M. 
Johnson. 

678 

625 

14 

* Division  included  in  return  of  Southeastern  Missouri  last  month. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  ^c. — Continued. 


Command. 


District  of  Sonthwestern  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen. 
John  McXeil — Continued. 

Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  (in  the  field),  Brig. 

Gen.  Colly  B.  Holland. 

Missouri  State  Militia  (Xewtonia,  Spring- 
field,  &c.). 

Total  District  of  Sonthwestern  Missouri. . . 

District  of  Central  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen.  Egbert 
B.  Brown: 

Staff  (Jefferson  City,  Mo.) 

Troops  in  district 

Total  District  of  Central  Missouri 

District  of  Northern  Missouid,  Col.  Odon  Guitar : 

Staff 

Troops  in  district 

Total  District  of  Northern  Missouri 

District  of  the  Frontier,  Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt 
(Fort  Scott,  Kans.) : 

District  staff  and  brigade  band 

Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  Maj.  Charles  W.  Blair 

Fort  Blunt,  C.  N.,  Col.  William  R.  Judson 
(in  the  field). 

Escorting  trains  to  Fort  Blunt 

Total  District  of  the  Frontier 

District  of  the  Border,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ew- 
ing, jr.: 

Staff  (Kan-as  City,  Mo.) 

Troops  in  district 

Total  District  of  the  Border 

Post  of  Alton,  111.,  Col.  George  W.  Kincaid 

District  of  Nebraska,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Mc- 
Kean : 

Staff  (Omaha,  Nebr.) 

Troops  in  district 

Total  District  of  Nebraska 

District  of  Colorado,  Col.  John  M.  Chivington 
(Denver,  Colo.) : 

Troops  in  district 

Recruiting  parties  in  district 

Total  District  of  Colorado 


Present  for 
duty. 


93 


219 


31 


36 


7 

14 

138 

35 


194 


102 

~34 


17 


37 


1, 158 
1,  850 


4,  311 


530 


530 


628 


628 


14 
305 
3,  547 


4, 469 


2, 546 


2, 546 


611 


184 


184 


585 

57 


642 


1, 250 
2, 226 


5, 281 


fcJD 

bfl 

<1 


1,  545 

2,  572 


6, 760 


6 

649 


655 


802 


21 
303 
4, 500 

903 


5,787 


8 

3,  094 


3, 102 


700 


8 

249 


257 


836 


904 


992 


878 


884 


25 
522 
5, 204 

1, 383 


7,134 


,927 


3, 935 


742 


292 


300 


1, 290 


1, 378 


1,530 
2, 454 


6, 621 


1, 874 


879 


885 


33 
675 
4, 079 


5, 768 


2,! 


2, 967 


700 


1, 193 


1, 193 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


10 


10 


14 


RECAPITULATION. 


Department  staff 

District  of  Saint  Louis 

District  of  Southeastern  Missouri  , 

District  of  Rolla 

Cavalry  Division 

District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

District  of  Central  Missouri 

DLstiict  of  Noi'thern  Missouri 

District  of  the  Frontier 

District  of  the  Border 

Alton,  111 

District  of  Nebraska 

District  of  Colorado 

Grand  total 


14 

14 

14 

14 

135 

3,  070 

5,753 

6,  968 

7,593 

32 

5 

119 

2,  588 

3,  524 

5,537 

4,  983 

9 

4 

57 

1,231 

1,  637 

2,  290 

2, 236 

4 

13 

235 

5,  054 

6, 154 

7,719 

7,  328 

16 

219 

4,311 

5,  281 

6,  760 

6,  621 

14 

31 

530 

655 

998 

1,  874 

4 

36 

628 

808 

884 

885 

194 

4,  469 

5,787 

7, 134 

5,  768 

• 4 

19 

102 

2,  546 

3, 102 

3,  935 

2,  967 

10 

6 

34 

611 

700 

742 

17 

184 

257 

300 

700 

8 

37 

642 

904 

1,  378 

1,193 

10 

1,230 

25,  864 

34,  576 

44,  659 

42, 162 

59 

99 
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Organization  0/  troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri^  commanded  by 
Maj,  Gen,  JohnM.  Schofield,  July '61,  18(33. 


DISTRICT  OF  SAINT  LOUIS,  MO. 
Brig.  Gen.  William  K.  Strong. 


Benton  BarraeJes,  Mo. 

Col.  Benjamin  L.  E.  Bonneville. 

9th  Wisconsin  (one  company),  stragglers 
and  recruiting  party. 

Paroled  men,  Lieut.  Col.  Harvey  Graham. 
General  hospital,  Surg.  Ira  Russell. 

Victoria,  Mo. 

1st  Missouri  State  Militia  Infantry,  Col. 
John  F.  Tyler. 


Post  of  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

Col.  Henry  Almstedt. 

10th  Kansas  (ten  companies),  Maj.  Henry 
H.  Williams. 

9th  Wisconsin  (nine  companies),  Maj. 
Herman  Schluter. 

llth  Missouri  Cavalry  (five  companies). 
Col.  William  D.  Wood. 

2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery  (nine  com- 
panies), Lieut.  Col.  .Joseph  Wey- 
demeyer. 


DISTRICT  OF  SOUTHEASTERN  MISSOURI. 


Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk. 


New  Madrid,  Mo. 

Col.  Chester  Harding^  Jr. 

101st  Illinois  (six  companies),  Lieut.  Coi. 
Jesse  T.  Newman. 

24th  Missouri  (seven  companies).  Col. 
James  K.  Mills. 

25th  Missouri,  Companies  A to  K,  Maj. 
Frederic  C.  Nichols. 

6th  Missouri  Cavalry,  Company  L,  Lieut. 
Joseph  W.  Cormack. 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo. 

Col.  Robert  R.  Livingston. 

3d  Colorado  (four  companies),  Capt.  Ezra 
W.  Kingsbury. 

1st  Nebraska,  Capt.  Henry  H.  Kibble. 

3d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Col. 

Richard  G.  Woodson. 

Peoria  Battery  (1st  section),  Lieut.  Her- 
man Borris. 

Centreville,  Mo. 

3d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Capt. 
Hiram  A.  Rice. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. 

Col.  John  B.  Rogers. 

2d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Lieut. 

Col.  Hiram  M.  Hiller. 

6th  Missouri  Cavalry,  2d  Battalion,  Maj. 

Samuel  Montgomery.* 

2d  Missouri  Artillery,  Battery  D,  Lieut. 
John  Zepp. 

2d  Missouri  Artillery  (part  of  three 
companies),  Capt.  Frederick  W. 
Fuchs. 

2d  Missouri  Artillery  (section  of  Battery 
K),  Lieut.  Van  Buren  S.  Reber. 
Invalid  Corps,  Capt.  William  F.  Boden- 
hamer. 

Invalid  Corps,  Lieut.  Edwin  A.  Dunham. 
Bailey’s  Statiqn,  Mo. 

3d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (de- 
tachment), Capt.  George  W.  Hum- 
mel. 

Fredericktown,  Mo. 

3d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Capt. 
William  T.  Hunter. 


DISTRICT  OF  ROLLA. 


Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies. 


Post  of  Bolla,  Mo. 
Lieut.  Col.  Quin  Morton. 


27th  Missouri,  Company  H,  Lieut.  John 
Keis. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies K,  L,  and  M,  Capt.  William 
Flentz. 


2d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Companies  A,  D, 
G,  and  K,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H. 
Miller. 

3d  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  James  M. 
Cockefair. 

Ist  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  L, 
Capt.  Frank  Backof. 


* Reported  at  Cape  Girardeau  and  New  Madrid. 
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Cawp  Prentiss,  near  Bolia,  Mo. 

23d  Missouri,  Col.  William  P.  Robinsou. 
Houston,  Mo. 

5tb  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies B,  F,  and  G,  Capt.  Richard 
Murphy. 


Salem,  Mo. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies C and  D,  Capt.  Samuel  B. 
Richardson. 

Waynesville,  Mo. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies A,  E,  and  H,  Maj.Waldemar 
Fischer. 


FIRST  CAVALRY  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Davidson. 

Escort. 

1st  Missouri  Cavalry,  Company  I,  Capt.  Albert  P.  Peabody. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Lewis  Merrill. 

1st  Missouri  Cavalry,  Maj.  Henry  J.  Stier- 
lin. 

2d  Missouri  Cavalry,  Maj.  Garrison  Har- 
ker. 

7th  Missouri  ^Cavalry,  Maj.  Milton  H. 
Brawner. 

8th  Missouri  Cavalry,  Col.  Washington  F. 
Geiger. 

Battery  M,  2d  Missouri  Artillery,  Capt. 
Gustave  Stange. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  John  M.  Glover. 

10th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Col.  Dudley  Wick- 
ersham. 

Ist  Iowa  Cavalry,  Col.  James  O.  Gower. 
3d  Missouri  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas 
G.  Black. 

25th  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  Julius  L.  Had- 
ley. 


Beserve  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Henry  C.  Caldwell. 

3d  Colorado,  Capt.  Galen  G.  Norton. 

32d  Iowa,  Maj.  Gustavus  A.  Eberhart. 

13th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Maj.  Lothar  Lippert. 

3d  Iowa  Cavalry,  Capt.  Benjamin  F.  Crail. 

Battery  K,  2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Lieut.  T.  S.  Clarkson. 
Pontoon  Battalion,  Capt.  Sanijisou  P.  Barris. 


DISTRICT  OF  SOUTHWESTERN  MISSOURI. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil. 


Cassville,  Mo. 

Col.  James  M.  Johnson. 

1st  Arkansas,  Lieut.  Col.  Elhanon  J. 
Searle. 

Ist  Arkansas  Cavalry  (seven  companies), 
Capt.  Jesse  M.  Gilstrap. 

2d  Indiana  Battery,  Ist  and  2d  Sections, 
Lieut.  William  W.  Haines. 

Fourth  Military  District  Enrolled  Missouri 
Militia. 

Brig.  Gen.  Colly  B.  Holland. 

26th  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  Infantry 
(one  company),  Capt.  Morgan 
Kelly. 

6th  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri  Mili- 
tia (eight  companies).  Col.  Henry 
Sheppard. 

7th  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri  Mili- 
tia (eight  companies),  Co).  John  D. 
Allen. 


Springfield,  Mo. 

Maj.  Hugh  J.  Campbell. 

18th  Iowa,  Capt.  William  M.  Duncan. 

Ist  Arkansas  Cavalry  (five  companies). 
Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison. 

2d  Kansas  Cavalry,  Companies  A,  C,  and 
D,  Capt.  Samuel  J.  Crawford. 

Ist  Arkansas  Battery,  Capt.  Denton  D. 
Stark. 

2d  Indiana  Battery,  Lieut.  Hugh  Espey. 

Missouri  State  Militia. 

6th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (eleven 
companies),  Col.  Edwin  C.  Cather- 
wood. 

7th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (eight 
companies).  Col.  John  F.  Philips. 

8tb  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  ( twelve 
companies),  Col.  Joseph  J.  Gravely. 
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Jefferson  City,  Mo. 

4th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies A and  D,  Col.  John  Pound, 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 

Marshall,  Mo. 

4th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies B and  E,  Mai.  George  W. 
KeUy. 

Versailles,  Mo. 

6th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany D,  Capt.  Samuel  E.  Turner. 


Sedalia,  Mo. 

4th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies A and  F,  Col.  Geo.  H.  Plall. 

Missouri  State  Militia  Light  Artillery,  Ist 
Battery,  Capt.  Charles  H.  Thurher. 

Warsaw,  Mo. 

7th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies E,  F,  G,  and  H,  Maj.  Henry 
Suess. 


DISTRICT  OF  NORTHERN  MISSOURI. 

Brig,  Gen.  Odon  Guitar. 

9th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  M.  Draper. 


DISTRICT  OF  THE  FRONTIER. 
Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt. 


Fort  Blunt,  C.  N. 

Col.  William  R.  Judson. 

2d  Colorado  (six  companies),  Maj.  J. 
Nelson  Smith. 

1st  Indian  (ten  companies),  Lieut.  Col. 
George  Dole. 

2d  Indian  (ten  companies),  Lieut.  Col. 
Fred  W.  Schaurte. 

Isl  Kansas  (colored)  (ten  companies), 
Lieut.  Col.  John  Bowles. 

3d  Indian  Home  Guards,  Capt.  Alex- 
ander C.  Spilman. 

6th  Kansas  Cavalry  (five  companies), 
Lieut.  Col.  William  T.  Campbell. 
9th  Kausas  Cavalry,  Company  C,  Capt. 
John  E.  Stewart. 

14th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Companies  A and  B. 
3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry  (six  companies), 
Capt.  Edward  R.  Stevens. 

2d  Kansas  Battery  ( two  sections),  Lieut. 
Aristarchus  Wilson. 

Hopkins^  battery  (two  sections),  Capt. 
Henry  Hopkins. 


Fort  Scott,  Fans. 

Maj.  Charles  W.  Blair. 

12th  Kansas,  Companies  B,  E,  andF.  Maj. 

Thomas  H.  Kennedy. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  D,  Capt. 

Willoughby  Doudna. 

3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Company  D, 
Lieut.  John  Crites. 

2d  Kansas  Battery  (right  section), 
Lieut.  Daniel  C.  Knowles. 

Escorting  Trains  to  Fori  Blunt. 

13th  Kansas  (ten  companies).  Col. Thomas 
M.  Bowen. 

6th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Companies  D,  E,  G, 
and  K,  Maj.  George  W.  Veale. 

3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry  (four  companies), 
Maj.  Elias  A.  Calkins. 


DISTRICT  OF  THE  BORDER. 
Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  Jr. 


Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Capt.  George  F.  Earl. 

11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Companies  B and  C, 
Capt.  Martin  Anderson. 

12th  Kansas  Infantry,  Company  G,  Capt. 
Ezekiel  Bunn. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  H,  Lieut. 
James  Crane. 


Independence,  Mo. 

11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Companies  F and — , 
Capt.  Jacob  G.  Rees. 

4th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany M,  Lieut.  John  Cross. 

Germantown,  Mo. 

l§t  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com 
panies  F,  G,  and  H,  Mnj.  Alexan- 
der W.  Mullins. 
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Council  Grove,  Kans. 

2d  Colorado,  Company  F,  Capt.  Lyman 
D.  Rouell. 

Faola,  Kans. 

12tli  Kansas  Infantry,  Company  C,  Capt. 
Nick.  L.  Benter. 

Trading  Post,  Kans. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  F,  Capt. 
Benjamin  F.  Goss. 

Auhrey,  Kans. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  K,  Capt. 
Joshua  A.  Pike. 

11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  D,  Capt. 
Jerome  Kunkel. 

En  route  from  Fort  Riley. 

11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  E,  Lieut. 
Charles  Drake. 

Warrensiurg,  Mo. 

Ist  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies C,  I,  and  K,  Capt.  Milton 
Burris. 

Harrisonville,  Mo. 

Capt.  John  T.  Blake. 

Cth  Kansas,  Company  I. 

Ist  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany B,  Capt.  Wm.  H.  Folmsbee. 
4th  Missouri  State  Militia,  Company  K, 
Lieut.  Richard  C.  Anderson. 

Kajgoleon,  Mo. 

11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  H,  Lieut. 
John  W.  Ridgway. 

Fort  Lamed,  Kans. 

Col.  Jesse  H.  Leavenworth. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  I,  Lieut. 
Matthew  Cowley. 

12th  Kansas  Infantry,  Company  H,  Capt. 

James  W.  Parmetar. 

9th  ’Wisconsin  Battery,  Capt.  Watson  D. 
Crocker. 

Westport,  Mo. 

Maj.  Linn  K.  Thacher. 

5th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  M,  Capt. 

William  H.  Lindsey. 

Gth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt. 
Elijah  E.  Harvey. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  L,  Lieut. 
John  I.  Delashmutt. 

Battery  Missouri  State  Militia,  (1st  Secr- 
tion),  Lieut.  Albert  Wachsman. 


Lexington,  Mo. 

Col.  James  McFerran. 

1st  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany L,  Capt.  Horace  B.  Johnson. 

Talerville,  Mo. 

1st  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies A,  D,  and  E,  Capt.  Joseph 
H.  Little. 

Olathe,  Kans. 

12th  Kansas  Infantry,  Company  D,  Capt. 
George  W.  Ashby. 

Mound  City,  Kans. 

12th  Kansas  Infantry,  Company  K,  Lieut. 
Peter  J.  Miserez. 

Coldwater  Grove,  Kans. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  E,  Capt. 
Henry  Flesher. 

Wellington,  Mo. 

1st  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany M,  Capt.  William  V.  McGee. 

Leavenworth  City,  Kans. 

11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  I,  Capt. 
Lewis  D.  Joy. 

Little  Santa  F^,  Mo. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  D,  Capt. 
Charles  F.  Coleman. 

4th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies C and  I,  Capt.  Wilson  L. 
Parker. 

Pleasant  Hill,  Mo. 

11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  A,  Capt. 
Henry  E.  Palmer. 

4th  Missouri  State  Militia,  Companies  G 
and  H,  Capt.  Abram  B.  Van  Sickle. 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

Col.  Charles  W.  Adams. 

Gth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  M,  Capt. 
John  W.  Dutf. 

12th  Kansas  Infantry,  Companies  A and  I, 
Capt.  Joseph  T.  Gordon. 

Fort  Riley,  Kans. 

Capt.  Edmund  G.  Ross. 

11th  Kansas,  Company  G,  Capt.  Nathan 
iel  A.  Adams. 
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POST  OF  ALTON,  ILL. 


37tli  Iowa,  Col.  George  W.  Kincaid. 
DISTRICT  OF  NEBRASKA. 


Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  McKean. 


Fort  Kearny,  Nehr. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  F.  Sapp. 

2d  Nebraska  Cavalry,  Companies  B,  C, 
and  D,  Capt.  Roger  T.  Beall. 

Detachments  on  Telegraph  Line. 

11th  Ohio  Cavalry  (two  companies),  Maj. 
Thomas  L.  Mackey.* 


Fori  Laramie,  Wyo. 

11th  Ohio  Cavalry,  Companies  A and  C, 
Maj.  Thomas  L.  Mackey.* 

Fort  Ralleck,  Ldaho. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt. 
Asaph  Allen.* 


DISTRICT  01 
Col.  John  M. 

Fort  Lyon,  Colo. 

Maj.  Scott  J.  Anthony. 

2d  Colorado  Infantry,  Company  K, 
Lieut.  Frederick  A.  Spencer. 

1st  Colorado  Cavalry,  Company  F,  Lieut. 
Solon  N.  Ackley. 

9th  Wisconsin  Battery,  Lieut.  Henry  A. 
Hicks. 

Camp  Weld,  Colo. 

3d  Colorado  Infantry,  Company  F,  Lieut. 
David  R.  Wright. 

Ist  Colorado  Cavalry,  Company  H,  Capt. 
George  L.  Sanborn. 

1st  Colorado  Battery,  Lieut.  Horace  W. 
Baldwin. 

Camp  Collins,  Colo. 

1st  Colorado  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Lieut. 
Frank  Murrell. 


recruiting  parties 


Camp  Weld,  Colo. 

Ist  Colorado  Battery,  Capt.  William  D. 
McLain. 

3d  Colorado  Infantry,  Lieut.  John  Castle. 
Central,  Nehr. 

2d  Colorado  Infantry,  Capt.  John  Hall. 
3d  Colorado  Infantry,  Lieut.  W.  H.  H. 
Waggoner. 


COLORADO. 

CniVINGTON. 

Fort  Garland,  Colo. 

1st  Colorado  Cavalry  (two  companies), 
Capt.  Joseph  C.  Davidson. 

Camp  Fillmore,  Colo. 

1st  Colorado  Cavalry,  Company  L,  Capt. 
William  H.  Backus. 

On  Indian  Expedition. 

\ 

1st  Colorado  Cavalry  (four  comj>anies), 
Maj.  Edward  W.  Wynkoop. 

In  Middle  Park,  Colo. 

Ist  Colorado  Cavalry,  Company  D,  Capt. 
Jacob  P.  Bonesteel. 


THE  DISTRICT. 


Denver,  Colo. 

2d  Colorado  Infantry,  Lieut.  Robert  O. 
Rizer. 

3d  Colorado  Infantry,  Lieut.  J.  L.  Bailey. 
3d  Colorado  Infantry,  Lieut.  Alexander 
H.  Sockman.  , 


* Transferred  to  District  of  Colorado,  per  Special  Orders,  No.  195,  Department  of  the 
Missouri,  July  19.  1863. 
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Abstract  from  returns  of  troops  in  the  District  of  Eastern  Aricansas,  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin 
M.  Prentiss,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  July,  1863;  headquarters  Helena,  Ark. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Officers. 

Men. 

District  headquarters 

8 

169 

222 

8 

4,400 

6,148 

8 

6, 29B 
8,137 

Thirteenth  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps  (Salomon) 

Prnvi«if>nal  Division  (Kimball) 

2,  838 
3, 930 

Total 

399 

6,768 

10,  556 

14, 437 

Troops  in  the  District  of  Eastern  Aricansas^  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  M.  Pren- 
tiss j U.  S.  Army.,  commanding^  July  31, 1863. 


THIRTEENTH  DIVISION,  SIXTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS.* 

Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Salomon. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  William  E.  McLean. 

43d  Indiana,  Lient.  Col.  John  C.  Major. 
35th  Missouri,  Capt.  Elisha  Vanderpool. 
28th  Wisconsin,  Maj.  Calvert  C.  White. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Samuel  A.  Rice. 

29th  Iowa,  Col.  Thomas  H.  Benton,  jr. 
33d  Iowa,  Capt.  Andrew  J.  Comstock. 
36th  Iowa,  Col.  Charles  W.  Kittredge. 
33d  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H. 
Heath. 


Cavalry. \ 

Col.  Powell  Clayton. 

1st  Indiana,  Maj.  Julian  D.  Owen. 

5th  Kansas,  Lieut.  Col.  Wilton  A.  Jenkins. 

Artillery. 

1st  Missouri,  Battery  K,  Capt.  Stillman  O.  Fish. 

3d  Iowa  Battery,  Capt.  Mortimer  M.  Hayden. 

5th  Ohio  Independent  Battery,  Lieut.  Anthony  B.  Burton. 


PROVISIONAL  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Nathan  Kimball. 


First  Brigade.X 

Col.  William  H.  Graves. 

43d  Illinois,  Capt  Samuel  Shimminger. 
eist  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Simon  P.  Ohr. 
106th  Illinois,  Maj.  John  M.  Hart. 

12th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  Dwight  May. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Jonathan  Richmond. 

18th  Illinois,  Col.  Daniel  H.  Brush. 

54th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Augustus  H. 
Chapman. 

126th  Illinois,  Maj.  William  W.  Wilshire. 
22d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Homer  Thrall. 


* Transferred  from  Thirteenth  to  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  under  General  Orders, 
Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  July  29. 
t Temporarily  attached  to  Thirteenth  Division,  July  7,  1863. 
t Transferred  from  Snyder’s  Bluff,  Miss.,  to  Helena,  Ark.,  July  28-31. 
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Third  Brigade* 

Col.  Milton  Montgomery. 

40tli  Iowa,  Col.  John  A.  Garrett. 

3d  Minnesota,  Lieut.  Col.  Christopher  C.  Andrews. 

25th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  J.  Nasmith. 

27th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Conrad  Krez. 

Artillery.  • 

11th  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  Frank  C.  Sands. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  1,  1863. 


Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington,  D,  C,: 


Your  dispatch  of  the  30th  is  received.  I am  in  communication  with 
General  Hurlbut  on  the  subject.  General  Davidson,  with  his  cavalry 
division,  is  at  Wittsburg,  on  the  Saint  Francis,  ready  to  co-operate. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  August  1,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson, 

Wittshurg,  ArJc. : 

Your  dispatches  of  the  28th  and  29th  are  received.  If  Marmaduke  is 
at  or  near  Jacksonport,  you  should  move  against  him  at  once.  The 
movement  you  purpose  via  Clarendon  will  leave  him  free  to  make  a 
raid  into  Missouri,  which  he  will  be  sure  to  make.  He  could  do  us 
great  damage,  and  then  escape  in  spite  of  you.  It  will  not  do  to  leave 
him  so  far  in  your  rear. 

General  Hurlbut  has  been  ordered  to  organize  and  direct  the  expedi- 
tion from  Helena.  He  informs  me  that  General  Prentiss  will  go  in 
command.  The  column  will,  I presume,  move  via  Clarendon  or  Des 
Arc.  You  will  report  to  General  Prentiss  or  other  officer  in  command, 
if  he  be  your  senior,  and  act  under  his  orders,  as  soon  as  you  shall  have 
disposed  of  Marmaduke  so  as  to  protect  Missouri  from  a raid.  This 
order  is  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  General-in-Chief. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  August  1,  1863. 

General  Davidson,  Wittshurg,  ArTc.: 

I have  ordered  back  from  Cubaf  to  Dalton  f and  all  the  men  belong- 
ing to  vour  division,  and  will  send  them  to  Brussels.! 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

* OrganizedJune  5 at  Satartia,  Miss.  Transferred  from  Snyder's  Bluff,  Miss.,  to 
Helena,  Ark.,  July  27-30. 
t Cipher  words  not  understoodn 
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Saint  Louis,  August  1,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut,  Memphis^  Tenn, : 

Yonr  dispatch  of  the  30th  is  received.  If  it  is  true  that  Marmaduke 
is  still  at  Jacksouport  with  his  cavalry,  General  Davidson  should  move 
against  him  without  delay;  otherwise  Marmaduke  will  be  free  to  make 
a raid  into  Missouri.  Davidson  is  strong  enough  to  cope  with  all  the 
rebel  cavalry  in  Arkansas. . 

General  Prentiss,  I presume,  will  move,  via  Clarendon  or  Des  Arc, 
against  Price,  who  is  said  to  be  near  Little  Eock. 

I will  order  General  Davidson  to  report  to  General  Prentiss  as  soon 
as  the  enemy’s  movements  shall  render  it  advisable  for  them  to  act 
together. 

J.‘  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Camp  near  L’Anguille  Eiver, 

Crowley^ s Bidge,  ArTc.,  August  1,  1863. 

Major-General  Grant, 

Commanding  department  of  the  Tennessee  : 

Sir  : I have  moved  this  far  on  a plan  of  operations  adopted  by  Gen- 
eral Schofield,  commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  shall  now 
proceed  to  White  Eiver,  to  throw  a bridge  across  at  Clarendon.  I ask 
the  co-operation  of  two  or  more  gunboats  at  that  point,  as  my  force 
is  all  cavalry.  I have  six  thousand  sabers.  My  latest  information  is 
that  Marmaduke’s  cavalry  is  near  Jacksonport,  across  the  river ; that 
Price’s  infantry  division  is  part  at  Searcy  and  part  at  Des  Arc ; that 
Holmes  is  at  Little  Eock,  with  but  few  troops,  and  that  the  rebels  are 
preparing  to  move  into  Texas.  I think  they  should  be  pursued  with 
rapidity.  I don’t  know  whether  I come  under  your  orders  or  not.  If 
I do,  if  I cannot  command  the  expedition  by  reason  of  rank,  at  least 
give  me  the  advance. 

I am,  most  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  W.  DAVIDS OIST, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  1, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Tennessee  : 

General  : Major-General  Steele  has  reported  to  me  from  Helena. 
I have  directed  him  to  take  all  the  effective  force  of  Kimball’s  division 
and  2,000  men  from  Helena  garrison,  open  communications  with  David- 
son, now  at  Madison,  and  establish  a junction  at  Clarendon ; thence  to 
move  on  Little  Eock,  where  Price  is  reported  to  be.  Marmaduke  is  at 
Jacksonport.  I have  also  directed  him  to  establish  a temporpy  depot 
of  supplies  at  Clarendon,  to  which  access  is  easy  by  White  Eiver,  and, 
if  the  Arkansas  is  navigable  at  this  time,  to  seize  another  point  on  that 
river  below  Little  Eock  for  a second  depot.  The  country  from  Helena 
to  Clarendon  is  reported  to  be  utterly  desolate  and  exceedingly  dry.  I 
have  directed  General  Steele  to  ascertain  if  it  be  practicable  by  land ; 
and,  if  so,  to  march  the  troops  and  send  supplies,  &c.,  round  by  the 
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river.  Upon  uniting  at  Clarendon,  the  force  will  be  over  10,000  men, 
5,000  of  whom  will  be  mounted — more  than  enough  to  meet  the  entire 
force  in  Arkansas. 

I think  the  occupation  of  Little  Eock  will  be  simply  a question  of 
marching,  and  the  holding  of  it  merely  a question  of  supplies.  It  is 
evidently  the  intention  of  the  General-in-Chief  to  hold  the  line  of  the 
Arkansas  Eiver,  which  again  depends  upon  the  water. 

I take  this  occasion  to  remind  you  that  several  important  court- 
martial  [records]  are  in  your  hands,  and  to  ask  their  return. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  August  1, 1863.  . 

Major-General  Schofield: 

Major  Kelly  has  had  a fight  with  the  guerrillas  in  Saline  County,  and 
driven  them  about  5 miles.  There  are  about  500  in  all ; but  a junction 
has  been  prevented  between  those  that  crossed  the  Missouri  Eiver  and 
the  force  on  this  side.  General  Ewing  should  send  a force  southeast 
from  Lexington.  Kelly  is  still  in  pursuit.  The  movement  of  the  enemy 
is  of  some  importance. 

E.  B.  BEOWK, 

• Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  4th  Military  Dist.,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia, 

• Sjgring fields  Mo.,  August  2,  1863. 

Capt.  C.  G.  Laurant, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General^  SjpringJleld,  Mo. : 


Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  general  commanding  the  District  of  Southwestern 
Missouri.  Scouts  sent  to  Arkansas  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones,  com- 
manding Second  Battalion  Sixth  Provisional  Eegiment  Enrolled  Mis- 
souri Militia,  at  Ozark,  Mo.,  make  the  following  report ; 

There  are  about  350  men,  with  four  pieces  of  artillery,  on  Bennett’s 
Bayou,  Fulton  County,  Arkansas;  also  that  they  are  expecting  the  rebel 
colonels  Freeman  and  Coleman,  with  300  men  and  one  piece  of  artillery, 
to  join  them,  and  that  the  indications  are  they  will  move  soon,  rumors 
in  camp  and  vicinity  say  in  this  direction. 

The  enemy  are  informed  that  there  are  but  6,000  troops  in  Missouri, 
and  only  a small  portion  of  them  in  Southwestern  Missouri;  hence  they 
say  they  can  make  a successful  raid  into  this  country.  They  have  sent 
seven  spies  into  Southwestern  Missouri,  part  of  them  in  the  vicinity 
of  Marshfield  and  Lebanon,  the  others  farther  west.  They  report  in 
their  camps  that  Marmaduke,  with  12,000  men,  is  at  Batesville,  intend- 
ing to  make  a raid  in  the  direction  of  Cape  Girardeau,  while  another 
force  is  in  this  direction. 

Colonel  Jones  writes  that  his  scouts  are  reliable  men,  of  some  intelli- 
gence, and  thinks  their  reports  with  regard  to  the  force  on  Bennett’s 
Bayou  are  correct,  but  does  not  rely  much  on  the  Batesville  rumor. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  SHEPPAED, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Eolla, 

Bollaj  Mo.j  August  2, 1863. 

Commanding  Officer,  District  of  Eolla: 

I left  Eolla  June  20,  1863,  to  go  to  White  County,  Arkansas,  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  some  IJnion  families  to  leave  that  county.  The 
men  of  the  families  had.  been  conscripted;  they  deserted,  and  then 
joined  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia.  On  my  way  there  I passed  the 
main  body  of  Freeman’s  and  Wood’s  (rebel)  commands.  The  former 
was  camped,  on  the  27th  of  July,  on  James  Creek,  Lawrence  County, 
Arkansas.  I estimate  the  command  to  consist  of  250  men,  poorly  armed, 
with  shot-guns  and  some  revolvers.  They  appeared  to  be  all  provided 
with  horses.  From  w^hat  I could  gather,  I believe  their  object  was  to 
watch  the  Houston  and  Springfield  roads,  to  rob  trains,  mails,  &c.,  and 
steal  horses.  Wood’s  command  seems  smaller  than  has  been  repre- 
sented ; I do  not  think,  from  information  I obtained,  that  it  exceeds 
150  men.  These  are  scattered  by  companies  over  about  20  miles  of 
country.  Their  occupation  is  much  the  same  as  Freeman’s  gang,  but  is 
held  in  very  poor  estimation  by  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ful- 
ton County,  who  wish,  as  far  as  I am  able  to  judge,  to  be  rid  of  them. 
They  are  rather  better  armed  than  Freeman’s  command,  and  are  pro- 
vided with  four  pieces  of  flying  artillery. 

I heard  it  stated  by  several  parties  that  Monks,  Allsop  arid  two  sons 
were  doing  more  harm  to  their  (the  rebel)  cause  than  any  other  parties, 
and  that  men  were  on  the  lookout  to  shoot  them  wherever  they  could 
find  them.  I was  shown  a horse  thal  had  been  shot  and  badly  wounded 
in  the  fore  leg,  that  I believe  I saw  Teague  riding.  Teague  is  supposed 
to  be  the  man  who  attacked  the  express  rider  (Briggs,  Second  Wiscon- 
sin Cavalry)  a few  days  before,  and  was  shot  at  by  him.  I heard  a con- 
versation, on  the  South  Fork  of  Spring  Eiver,  Fulton  County,  between 
some  rebel  soldiers,  to  the  effect  that  they  had  two  good  friends,  influ- 
ential men,  in  Eolla  (lawyers),  who  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting  this  place 
frequently.  1 learned  that  at  a place  between  Beaver  and  Little  Piney, 
about  8 miles  from  Eolla,  there  were  several  families  giving  aid  to 
rebels  by  supplying  them  with  provisions,  &c. ; the  name  of  Luster  was 
mentioned  as  one  of  the  parties.  Several  rebel  families  are  moving 
south  from  the  vicinity  of  Mountain  Store,  Wright  County ; they  go 
into  Arkansas.  I also  heard  of  families  on  Crooked  Creek,  near  James’ 
Iron  Works,  who  were  aiding  rebels  by  maintaining  and  secreting  them. 
I heard  that  should  the  two  Harrises,  now  in  the  fort  (prisoners),  be 
shot,  they  (the  rebels)  would  kill  four  Union  men  in  retaliation.  I re- 
turned to  Eolla  August  1,  1863. 

Eespectfully, 

GEOEGE  WEST, 

/Scout. 


Department  of  the  Missouri,  August  3, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  Davidson,  Wittshurg : 

Your  movement  in  leaving  the  enemy’s  cavalry  in  your  rear  has  re- 
sulted as  I apprehended  and  repeatedly  warned  you  against.  The  rebel 
cavalry  are  moving  into  Missouri  in  considerable  force.  A large  train 
has  been  destroyed  and  many  men  killed  near  Bloomfield.  Unless  you 
move  against  the  rebel  cavalry  at  once,  great  damage  will  be  done.  Let 
no  time  be  lost. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Saint  Louis,  August  3,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Fisk,  Filot  Knoh : 

General  Davidson  has  long  since  abandoned  his  line  of  communica- 
tion with  Cape  Girardeau.  Dispose  of  your  troops  without  reference  to 
that  line.  Have  all  stores  and  other  property  intended  for  General 
Davidson’s  command  sent  back  to  Cape  Girardeau. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General, 


Saint  Louis,  August  3, 1863. 
Brigadier- General  Guitar,  Macon  City : 

The  rebels  are  making  efforts  to  concentrate  in  Saline,  La  Fayette,  * 
and  Jackson  Counties.  I am  informed  that  some  have  crossed  from  the 
north  side  of  the  river.  Will  it  be  possible  for  you,  in  case  of  emer- 
gency, to  send  some  of  your  force  across  the  river  ? 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  August  3, 1863. 

General  Fisk: 

If  it  is  true  that  General  Davidson  is  at  Helena,  can  I not  withdraw 
my  force  from  Chalk  Bluff?  They  are  getting  sick  fast.  The  point  is 
of  no  strategical  importance,  and  a force  so  isolated  and  compelled  to 
forage  at  immense  distance  is  constantly  in  danger  of  being  cut  up  j 
besides,  the  force  itself  may  be  hemmed  in,  and,  being  so  far  from  sup- 
plies, and  no  forage,  could  not  hold  out  long.  The  concentration  of 
guerrillas,  and  the  daring  raids  between  here  and  there,  fill  me  with 
anxiety.  I fear  for  them  unless  speedily  re-enforced  or  withdrawn.  I 
suggest  that  you  allow  me  to  move  them  up  in  the  rear  of  Eeves’  force ; 
send  Major  Montgomery  out  on  this  side,  let  me  approach  from  this 
quarter  and  you  via  northwest,  and'  rid  the  country  of  these  murder- 
ers. One  thing  or  the  other  should  be  done  at  once.  These  may  be 
enveloped  and  cut  off  from  forage  at  any  day.  Kitchen  is  said  to  be 
between  Davidson  and  us,  with  500  men  and  four  pieces  j Eeves  north- 
east, with  300  men. 

J.  B.  EOGEES, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  August  3, 1863. 

General  Fisk: 

Dispatch  just  received  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hiller.  He  says : 

Have  just  arrived  here  (Bloomfield)  from  the  bluffs  to  see  about  supplies.  The 
country  is  fast  filling  up  with  guerrillas ; have  had  four  brushes  with  them.  Killed 
the  notorious  Lieutenant  Chamber,  of  Keunett,  and  three  or  four  others.  Recaptured 
the  train  taken  from  Merrill’s  Horse.  Sergeant  Ferguson,  Second  Missouri  State  Mili- 
tia, dangerously  wounded  and  1 private.  We  need  more  force.  Forage  scarce. 

HILLER. 

Kitchen  is  concentrating,  and  I fear  disaster  from  difficulty  of  getting 
forage ; they  harass  our  small  parties  and  can  starve  them  out.  The 
guerrillas  are  on  our  right,  rear,  and  all  around,  and  formidable  to  so 
small  a force  remote  from  forage.  I suggest  that  they  be  strengthened 
or  withdrawn.  The  post  can  be  of  no  value  now  if  Major  Joslyn  is  re 
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tained  here  5 I suggest  that  he  he  sent  here  if  the  post  is  held.  I am 
anxious  to  make  that  move  against  them ; I have  a bloody  account  to 
settle. 

J.  B.  EOGERS, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  3,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Bvjgartment  of  the  Missouri: 

Sir  : About  one-half  of  the  farmers  in  the  border  tier  of  counties  of 
Missouri  in  my  district,  at  different  times  since  the  war  began,  entered 
the  rebel  service.  One-half  of  them  are  dead  or  still  in  the  service;  the 
other  half,  quitting  from  time  to  time  the  rebel  armies,  have  returned  to 
those  counties.  TJnable  to  live  at  their  homes  if  they  would,  they  have 
gone  to  bushwhacking,  and  have  driven  almost  all  avowed  Unionists 
out  of  the  country  or  to  the  miliary  stations.  And  now,  sometimes  in 
squads  of  a dozen  and  sometimes  in  bands  of  several  hundred,  they 
scour  the  country,  robbing  and  killing  those  they  think  unfriendly  to 
them,  and  threatening  the  settlements  of  the  Kansas  border  and  the 
towns  and  stations  in  Missouri. 

So  large  a portion  of  the  troops  under  my  command  are  held  fast, 
guarding  the  Kansas  border  anff  the  towns  and  stations  in  Missouri, 
which  are  filled  with  refugees,  that  I cannot  put  in  the  field  numbers 
equal  to  those  of  the  guerrillas.  From  the  character  of  the  country  and 
the  people,  and  the  great  vigilance  of  the  enemy,  and  the  secrecy  of 
their  movements,  it  is  rarely  practicable  to  surprise  them,  and  they  will 
never  fight  unless  all  the  odds  are  on  their  side,  and  they  are  too  well 
mounted  to  be  run  down.  The  country  is  rich  and  supports  them  well, 
but  it  is  so  rugged  and  heavily  timbered,  and  full  of  places  of  conceal- 
ment and  ambuscade,  that  these  bands  could  not  possibly  be  expelled 
from  it  with  forces  in  the  field  less  than  three  times  their  own. 

About  two- thirds  of  the  families  on  the  occupied  farms  of  that  region 
are  of  kin  to  the  guerrillas,  and  are  actively  and  heartily  engaged  in 
feeding,  clothing,  and  sustaining  them.  The  presence  of  these  families 
is  the  cause  of  the  presence  there  of  the  guerrillas.  I can  see  no  pros- 
pect of  an  early  and  complete  end  to  the  war  on  the  border,  without  a 
great  increase  of  troops,  so  long  as  those  families  remain  there.  While 
they  stay  there,  these  men  will  also  stay,  if  possible.  They  know  they 
cannot  go  home  and  live  peaceably  because  of  the  fierce  feeling  against 
them  among  the  loyal  men  of  the  border,  who  have  suffered  at  their  hands. 
Against  these  loyal  men  no  amnesty  now  or  hereafter  can  protect 
them.  They  will,  therefore,  continue  guerrilla  war  as  long  as  they  re- 
main, and  will  stay  as  long  as  possible  if  their  families  remain.  I think 
that  the  families  of  several  hundred  of  the  worst  of  these  men  should 
be  sent,  with  their  clothes  and  bedding,  to  some  rebel  district  south,  and 
would  recommend  the  establishment  of  a colony  of  them  on  the  Saint 
Francis  or  White  Rivers,  in  Arkansas,  to  which  a steamboat  can  carry 
them  direct  from  Kansas  City.  About  one-half  of  them  could  take  with 
them  no  provisions  or  money  of  any  consequence,  and  would  have  to  be 
temporarily  supplied  by  Government.  I think  it  would  not  do  to  send  ' 
them  north,  because  the  men  would  not  follow  them,  while  if  sent  south 
the  men  will  follow,  I think,  and  there  they  can  live  at  home  if  they  wish, 
in  safety,  and  can  have  amnesty,  when  the  day  of  amnesty  comes.  They 
will  probably  be  about  as  harmless  in  their  new  location,  and  about  as 
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loyal,  as  their  neighbors  there.  After  the  removal  of  the  families  of  the 
worst  men  has  fully  begun,  it  may  be  advisable  to  offer  terms  to  those 
least  offending. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  3, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis : 

I will  leave  for  Cairo  to-morrow  night.  This  will  give  you  time  to 
meet  me  at  that  place.  Steele  is  in  command  of  infantry  from  Helena. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-General. 


Speciax  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Nq.  176.  ) Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  3, 1863. 

* * m * * * * 

IV.  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  M.  Prentiss  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  at 
Helena,  Ark.,  and  will  turn  over  the  command  of  the  District  of  East- 
ern Arkansas  to  Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Salomon. 

Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  M.  Prentiss  will  report  for  orders  at  Memphis, 
Tenn.  Three  regiments  of  infantry,  including  the  Thirty-third  Missouri, 
will  remain  in  garrison.  The  remainder  of  the  troops  will  be  under  com- 
mand of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele,  and  form  part  of  his  expedition. 

# # # * * * * 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut : 

HENRY  BINMORE, 
[Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 


Headquarters  District  of  Minnesota, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  August  3,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope  : 

General  Sibley  writes  July  19,  35  miles  this  side  of  DeviFs  Lake : 
No  Indians  seen  except  small  scouting  parties.  Half-breeds  report  that 
a few  days  previous  six  hundred  Sioux  lodges  divided  into  three  parties. 
Little  Crow’s  adherents  forming  one,  and  took  different  routes.  Gen- 
eral Sibley  leaves  his  heavy  transportation  with  seven  companies  in 
in  trench  men  ts,  and  presses  on  rapidly  with  rations  for  twenty-five  days. 
Little  Crow,  with  9 men,  said  to  have  gone  to  Yellow  Medicine  for  hid- 
den treasures.  Nothing  heard  from  General  Sully.  No  scarcity  of  water 
or  grass  except  at  isolated  points. 

S.  MILLER, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Navy  Department, 

August  4, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W..Halleck, 

Commander -in- Chief,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Sir:  I transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a copy  of  a tele- 
graphic dispatch  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  dated  Wcksburg,  July  22, 
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announciug  that  there  is  a force  of  gunboats  at  the  mouth  of  White 
Eiver,  in  readiness  to  co-operate  with  the  army. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

G.  Y.  FOX, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

' [Inclostire.l 

Vicksburg,  July  22,  via  Cairo,  July  30, 1863. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

A force  of  gunboats  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  White  Eiver,  in  readiness 
to  co-operate  with  the  army. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAYID  H.  POETEE, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


Camp  near  Marianna, 
JJAnguille  River ^ Arhansas.,  August  4,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

My  Dear  General  : I wrote  you  some  days  ago  that  I was  here 
with  a force  of  6,000  cavalry,  in  pursuance  of  a plan  approved  thus  far 
by  General  Schofield.  I am  on  my  way  to  White  Eiver  to  throw  a bridge 
across  at  Clarendon,  and  hope  I am  doing  right.  You  should  know  the 
character  of  my  force.  I have  three  batteries,  and  my  regiments  are 
dragoons,  taught  by  me  to  use  the  carbine  dismounted  when  necessary, 
and  after  a march  of  300  miles  from  Pilot  Knob  to  this  point  are  better 
fitted — men,  horses,  and  transportation — to  strike  the  enemy  than  when 
they  started. 

I am  in  an  anomalous  position  here.  The  commander  of  the  Xorth- 
eastern  District  of  Arkansas  is  my  junior,  and  the  troops  in  the  district 
are  ordered  to  report  to  General  Hurlbut.  May  I not  have  some  in- 
fantry and  be  pushed  to  Little  Eock  before  Kirby  Smith  can  join 
Holmes  and  Price  % I believe  they  are  trying  to  get  into  Texas,  unless 
they  fight  in  Arkansas,  possibly  into  Mexico.  They  are  said  by  the 
people  of  the  country  to  have  much  stock  and  negroes  with  them. 

I am,  general,  most  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DAYIDSOX, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  4,  1863. 

Major-General  Steele, 

Commanding  Eosf  edition,  Helena,  Ark. : 

General  : I send  you  dispatches  received  from  Schofield  for  David- 
son. You  perceive  by  these  that  Davidson  has  not  fulfilled  his  purpose. 
I am  informed  that  Price  is  in  person  at  Des  Arc,  and  that  Holmes  is 
in  Little  Eock:  I also  inclose  copy  of  dispatch  from  General  Halleck.* 
I have  forwarded  these  dispatches,  overland,  to  Davidson.  He  may 
not  get  them.  You  had  best  send  copy  to  him  from  Helena. 


Not  found;  but  see  Halleck  to  Hurlbut,  July  30,  p.  408. 
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I wish  you  to  move,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  Clarendon  or  Bes  Arc, 
and  be  in  supporting  distance  of  Davidson.  I go  up  to  Cairo  to-night 
to  meet  Schofield.  Shall  return  as  soon  as  possible.  I also  inclose  let- 
ters from  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  IT.  S.  Navy.*  I am  a little 
apprehensive  that  Davidson  will  succeed  in  getting  into  a scrape,  and 
either  be  attacked  or  allow  Price  to  run  by  him  into  Missouri. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

No.  2.  ) Helena^  ArK^  August  4,  1863. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  Nathan  Kimball,  commanding  Provisional  Division, 
Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  is  relieved  from  the  command  thereof,  to  enable 
him  to  comply  with  Special  Orders,  No.  174,  current  series,  from  head- 
quarters of  the  corps.  ^ 

II.  Col.  William  [E.]  McLean,  Forty-third  Indiana  Infantry  Volun- 
teers, is  designated  to  relieve  General  Kimball  in  the  command  of  the 
Provisional  Division,  and  will  enter  upon  his  duties  without  delay. 

[By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele: 

J.  W.  PADDOCK,] 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  4,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Dayidson,  In  the  Field : 

I send  you  dispatches  received  from  above.  My  information  is  that 
Price  was,  four  days  since,  at  Des  Arc.  Major-General  Steele  will  move 
from  Helena,  with  infantry,  to  Clarendon  or  Des  Arc.  It  appears  to 
me  you  are  in  the  wrong  place,  and  should  have  struck  Jacksonport  on 
your  way  down.  Your  officers  who  brought  dispatches  from  you  went 
off,  singularly,  without  reply.  Communicate  at  once  with  Steele,  and 
inform  him  of  your  movements,  that  there  may  be  some  unity  of  action. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  August  4,  1863. 

Major-General  Hurlbut  : 

The  operator  informs  me  that  my  reply  to  your  dispatch  of  the  28th 
was  not  received.  Hence  it  is  repeated  to-day.  General  Grant  informs 
me  that  General  Steele  will  command  the  expedition  from  Helena,  under 
your  directions.  General  Steele  is  perfectly  familiar  with  the  country, 
^nd  my  troops,  under  General  Davidson,  having  arrived  at  Wittsburg, 
where  you  can  readily  communicate  with  them,  it  may  not  be  necessary 
for  us  to  have  a personal  interview.  If,  however,  you  desire  it,  I will 
gladly  meet  you  at  Cairo. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Not  found. 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No;  79.  ) Saint  Louis ^ Mo,.  August  4,  1863. 

The  following  instructions  from  the  War  Department  are  published 
for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all  concerned : 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General’s  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  July  29,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  10th 
instant,  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  officers  of  Arkansas  troops.  In  reply,  I am 
directed  to  inform  you  that  the  appointments  will  be  made  by  this  Department,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  general  commanding  the  department  in  which  the  troops 
are  serving.  No  officer  will  enter  upon  duty  until  the  recommendation  has  been  ap- 
proved and  notification  of  the  same  received. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  M.  VINCENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

II.  Officers  now  serving  in  Arkansas  regiments,  companies,  or  bat- 
teries, and  who  have  not  received  official  notification  of  their  appoint- 
ments by  the  War  Department,  or  of  the  approval  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment of  their  appointments,  will  not  be  considered  in  service  until  such 
appointment  shall  be  made.  Eosters  of  the  officers  of  all  such  regi- 
ments, companies,  and  batteries,  certified  and  approved  by  their  com- 
manders, and  all  intermediate  commanders,  will  be  sent  without  delay 
to  these  headquarters. 

III.  All  persons  in  this  department,  having  authority  from  any  source 
to  raise  Arkansas  troops,  will  send  without  delay  to  these  headquarters 
certified  copies  of  such  authority,  together  with  a full  report  of  the 
progress  made  in  recruiting  and  organizing  troops. 

Until  such  authority  shall  be  received  at  department  headquarters 
and  approved,  it  will  not  be  regarded  as  valid. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield; 

G.  W.  MAESH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Helena,  Ark., 

No.  1.  ) August  5,  1863. 

Pursuant  to  Special  Orders,  No.  203,  Headquarters  Department  of  the 
Tennessee,  dated  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  July  27,1863,  the  undersigned  hereby 
assumes  command  of  the  Army  to  take  the  Field  from  Helena,  Ark.” 

FEED’K  STEELE, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  ( Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

No.  2.  I Helena,  Arlc.,  August  5,  1863. 

I.  By  authority  from  Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  the  Ar- 
kansas expedition  will  be  composed  of  the  following-named  troops ; 

First  Division. — The  cavalry  force,  under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J . 
W.  Davidson. 

Second  Division. — Forty- third  Eegiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 
Sixty-first  Eegiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  sixth 
Eegiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  Twelfth  Eegiment  Michigan  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  Eighteenth  Eegiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  One 
hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Eegiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  Fifty- 
fourth  Eegiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  Twenty-second  Eegiment 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Twenty- seventh  Eegiment  Wisconsin  Volun- 
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teer  Infantry,  Third  Eegiment  Minnesota  Yolunteer  Infantry,  Fortieth 
Eegiment  Iowa  Yolunteer  Infantry,  Col.  William  E.  McLean,  Forty- 
third  Eegiment  Indiana  Yolunteer  Infantry,  commanding. 

Third  Division. — Thirty-third  Eegiment  Iowa  Yolunteer  Infantry, 
Twenty-ninth  Eegiment  Iowa  Yolunteer  Infantry,  Thirty-sixth  Eegi- 
ment Iowa  Yolunteer  Infantry,  Forty-third  Eegiment  Indiana  Yolunteer 
Infantry,  Twenty-eighth  Eegiment  Wisconsin  Yolunteer  Infantry,  Sev- 
enty-seWnth  Eegiment  Ohio  Yolunteer  Infantry,  Ool.  Samuel  A.  Eice, 
ThiVty-third  Iowa  Yolunteer  Infantry,  commanding. 

Each  division  will  be  divided  into  two  brigades,  by  division  com- 
manders, and  the  names  of  brigade  commanders  reported  to  these  head- 
quarters without  delay. 

II.  The  Fifth  Kansas  and  First  Indiana  Cavalry  Eegiments  will  con- 
stitute a brigade,  under  Col.  Powell  Clayton,  Fifth  Kansas  Yolunteer 
Cavalry. 

III.  The  held  artillery  (four  batteries)  will  be  massed  under  the  senior 
officer  as  chief.  All  reports  and  returns  will  be  transmitted  through 
him.  Batteries  will  be  assigned  to  brigades  for  service  by  orders  from 
these  headquarters. 

lY.  Five  wagons  for  transportation  and  one  for  ammunition  will  be 
allowed  to  each  regiment  containing  over  400  strong ) to  each  regiment 
under  400  strong,  four  wagons  for  transportation  and  one  for  ammuni- 
tion ; and  to  each  battery,  one  battery  wagon,  one  baggage  wagon,  and 
one  wagon  for  extra  ammunition.  Each  pioneer  company  will  be  al- 
lowed one  wagon  for  the  transportation  of  its  implements.  All  brigade 
commanders  will  see  that  these  companies  are  supplied  with  intrench- 
ing tools.  All  other  transportation  will  be  turned  over  to  the  chief 
quartermaster  of  the  expedition,  for  the  general  supply  train. 

Y.  One  hundred  and  sixty  rounds  of  ammunition  jier  man  will  be 
carried  for  the  small-arms,  40  rounds  in  cartridge-boxes  and  the  rest  in 
ammunition  wagons.  For  artillery,  400  rounds  for  each  gun  will  be 
taken,  200  in  ammunition  chests  and  the  rest  in  ammunition  wagons. 

YI.  Five  days^  rations  will  be  carried  by  each  regiment,  battery,  and 
detachment,  of  which  two  days’  rations  will  be  taken  in  haversacks. 

YII.  The  chief  assistant  quartermaster  of  the  expedition  will  receive 
such  land  transportation  as  can  be  spared  from  the  commands  and  from 
this  post,  for  the  transportation  of  supplies.  He  will  also  procure  two 
light-draught  steamers  for  the  same  purpose.  He  will  use  any  surplus 
transportation  there  may  be  on  hand  for  carrying  forage. 

YIII.  The  chief  acting  commissary  of  subsistence  will  iirocure  sixty 
days’  rations  for  the  whole  command,  and  turn  them  over  to  the  assist- 
ant quartermaster  for  transportation. 

IX.  The  whole  command  will  be  put  in  readiness  for  the  expedition 
immediately.  Great  activity  and  energy  on  the  part  of  commanders 
and  staff  officers  will  be  required  to  effect  this  object. 

X.  Hr.  James  0.  Whitehill,  surgeon  of  volunteers,  is  hereby  an- 
nounced as  acting  medical  director  of  the  expedition.  He  will  cause  an 
inspection  of  the  convalescents  in  each  regiment  to  be  made,  and  des- 
ignate such  as  are  unable  to  march  but  fit  for  guard  duty  upon  the  sup- 
ply boats.  These  the  regimental  commanders  will  hold  in  readiness 
for  that  purpose.  All  others  will  be  left,  under  suitable  officers,  in  con- 
valescent camp,  in  charge  of  the  surplus  baggage  and  camp  and  garri- 
son equipage. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele : 

J.  W.  PADDOCK, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  5,  1863. 

Colonel  McFerran, 

Commanding  Lexington^  Mo.  : 

QuantrilPs  band  will  assemble  on  Friday,  the  7th,  about  10  a.  m.,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Texas  Prairie  j exact  locality  not  known.  Our  forces 
will  press  him  from  the  west.  Send  all  your  available  force  to  Texas 
Prairie,  near  the  Peacock  place,  where  the  Boyins  family  live,  3 miles 
southeast  of  Lick  Skillet.  One  company  should  be  sent  to  road  leading 
from  Bound  Prairie  to  Chapel  Hill,  near  the  old  Canada  place.  The 
balance  of  your  force,  taking  care  to  keep  your  communications  perfect 
and  your  forces  within  supporting  distance,  should  be  so  employed  in 
making  reconnaissances  as  to  be  certain  that  no  enemy  passes  to  your 
rear.  Do  not  come  farther  west  than  Lone  Jack. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Ewing : 

P.  B.  PLUMB, 

Major  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquaeters  Department  of  the  Korthavest, 

Milwauliee.,  August  5,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Sully, 

Commanding  Indian  Expedition : 

General:  I have  just  received  your  letter  of  27th  instant,  and  I 
assure  you  it  both  surprised  and  disappointed  me.  I never  had  the 
slightest  idea  you  could  delay  thus  along  the  river,  nor  do  I realize  the 
necessity  of  such  delay.  You  have  100  wagons,  &c.,  sent  from  Saint 
Louis  and  about  20  with  the  Sixth  Kegiment  from  Iowa.  I supposed, 
of  course,  that  knowing,  as  my  letters  both  to  you  and  General  Cook 
(your  predecessor)  have  time  and  again  informed  you,  how  necessary  it 
was  that  you  should  be  in  position  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  or  between 
that  river  and  Devil’s  Lake,  to  co-operate  with  General  Sibley,  you  would 
have  unloaded  any  heavy  baggage  you  have,  and  have  loaded  your 
wagons  with  subsistence  stores  and  have  pushed  on  without  delay.  I 
never  dreamed  you  would  consider  yourself  tied  to  the  boats  if  they 
were  obstacles  in  going  up  the  river.  As  matters  stand,  it  seems  to  me 
impossible  to  understand  how  you  have  staid  about  the  river,  delaying 
from  day  to  day,  when  time  of  all  things  was  important,  and  when  you 
had  wagons  enough  to  carry  at  least  two  months’  subsistence  for  your 
command. 

If  you  have  not  adopted  this  course  before  this  letter  reaches  you, 
please  do  so  at  once,  and  move  rapidly  up  the  river.  Leave  all  your 
baggage,  and  load  your  wagons  with  subsistence.  Such  a failure  as 
you  anticipate  must  not  happen,  as  it  will  be  impossible  for  you  to 
explain  it  satisfactorily. 

Sibley  has  had  equal  difficulties  with  yourself,  but  he  reached  Devil’s 
Lake  about  the  22d,  and  I should  not  be  surprised  to  hear  of  him  on  the 
Missouri  above  you. 

If  the  Indians  are  driven  into  the  British  possessions,  where  we  can- 
not follow  them,  we  will  have  done  all  in  our  power,  and  no  one  can  be 
dissatisfied  j but  this  much  must  be  done.  I trust  that  you  will  realize 
the  importance  of  what  I here  say  to  you,  and  will  act  upon  it  promptly 
and  fully.  Your  forces  consist  entirely  of  cavalry,  and  there  can  be  no 
reason  why  you  should  not  be  able  to  execute  the  object  of  your  expe- 
dition. 

Bespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JKO.  POPE, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Saint  Paul, 

Au{)ust  5,  1863.  (Eeceived  August  5.) 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope: 

General  Sibley  writes,  July  21,  that  he  has  advanced  30  miles  west- 
ward from  his  position  of  the  19th.  Expected  to  reach  Indian  camp  in 
four  or  five  days.  Little  Crow’s  band  is  with  this  camp.  The  general 
says  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Indian  killed  near  Hutchinson, 
Minn.,  was  Little  Crow  himself^  he  was  absent  with  a war  party,  and  no 
other  Sioux  was  known  to  have  withered  arms  and  displaced  bones  as 
described.  General  Sully  not  heard  from, 

S.  MILLED, 
Colonel^  Commanding. 


Cairo,  August  G,  1803. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

I forwarded  your  orders  to  General  Davidson  before  I left.  He  has 
communicated  with  Steele,  and  sent  his  sick  to  Helena.  It  is  not  im- 
portant that  you  should  come  down.  Write  fully  to  me  your  plans.* 
The  Xavy  are  ready  to  move  up  White  Eiver,  and  if  [Price]  does  not 
push  for  our  forces,  will  break  him  up.  If  he  falls  back  on  Little  Eock 
he  is  surely  destroyed.  I return  to-night. 


S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-  General. 


En  Eoute  to  White  Eiver,  Ark., 

August  6,  1863. 


Major-General  Schofield  : 


I can  now  report  to  you  that  there  are  no  rebel  troops  east  of  White 
Eiver.  As  we  moved  down  the  ridge  they  have  successively  evacuated 
Jacksonport  and  Des  Arc,  and  Price’s  troops  are  now  at  Little  Eock. 
Holmes  is  very  sick  there,  and  Price  is  in  command.  I have  just  heard 
from  Colonel  Wickersham,  commanding  Tenth  Illinois  and  Third  Mis- 
souri, whom  I sent  to  Cotton  Plant  and  Des  Arc  to  cutoff  [L.M.]  Walker’s 
brigade.  He  will  seize  all  means  of  transportation  on  the  river,  and 
fioat  it  down  to  Clarendon,  where  he  joins  me.  I have  sent  to  seize  all 
transportation  at  Clarendon  and  Aberdeen.  My  division  is  in  fine  trim, 
after  marching  over  300  miles,  and  anxious  to  push  across  White  Eiver. 
If  the  rebels  fight  this  side  of  Arkansas,  it  will  probably  be  at  Bayou 
Meto.  They  should  be  struck  before  they  can  make  themselves  strong. 
I hope  to  be  across  White  Eiver  on  a bridge  before  the  12th  instant.  I 
hope,  in  the  absence  of  instructions,  I am  doing  right  to  push  ahead.  I 
shall  preserve  this  command  in  good  condition,  and  have  asked  for  gun- 
boats to  come  uii  White  Eiver,  and  forage  to  be  sent  me,  as  it  is  short 
on  the  river. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant. 


J.  W.  DAVIDSOE, 
Brigadier- General.,  Commanding. 


Seo  Schofield  to  Hiirlbut,  August  6,  Inclosure  No.  9 to  general  report,  Part  I,  p.  22. 
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Headquaetees  Depaetment  of  the  Missouei, 

Saint  Louis ^ August  G,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Maemaduke,  0.  S.  Army, 

Jaclcsonport,  Arlc.  : 

Geneeal  : In  returning  to  your  lines  your  bearer  of  flag  of  truce, 
Capt.  John  O.  Moore,  I desire  to  call  your  attention  to  his  palpable  and 
gross  abuse  of  the  privileges  of  a flag  of  truce.  Instead  of  reporting  at 
the  nearest  post  after  reaching  our  lines,  he  evaded  all  our  posts,  and 
came  by  unfrequented  roads  far  within  our  lines,  and  was  Anally  ar- 
rested by  some  of  my  troops.  This  conduct  would  fully  justify  me  in 
detaining  Captain  Moore  and  his  party  as  spies  j but  as  I cannot  be- 
lieve that  so  base  a prostitution  of  the  sacred  flag  can  have  been  under 
your  instructions,  and  as  Captain  Moore  may  have  acted  ignorantly  in 
the  matter,  I have  determined  to  return  him  and  his  party  to  your  lines. 
I wish  it,  however,  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  hereafter  I shall 
punish,  in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  war,  all  persons  who  abuse 
the  privileges  of  a flag  of  truce. 

I am,  general,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General,  IT.  8.  Army. 


Geneeal  Oedees,  > Headquaetees  Aekansas  Expedition, 

No.  3.  1 Helena,  Arlc.,  August  7,  1863. 

The  following  are  announced  as  the  staff  of  the  commanding  general, 
namely : Capt.  Charles  T.  Scammon,  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  aide-de- 
camp  ) Maj.  J.  W.  Paddock,*  assistant  adjutant-general ) First  Lieut. 
G.  O.  Sokalski,  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry,  assistant  inspector-general;  Col. 
F.  H.  Manter,  Thirty-second  Missouri  Infantry,  acting  judge-advocate; 
Capt.  T.  B.  Hale,  Thirty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry,  chief  assistant  quartermas- 
ter; First  Lieut.  William  T.  Allen,  Fourth  4owa  Cavalry,  chief  assistant 
commissary  of  subsistence ; Maj.  J.  C.  Whitehill,  surgeon  of  volunteers, 
acting  medical  director,  and  Capt.  M.  M.  Hayden,  Third  Iowa  Battery, 
chief  of  artillery. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele : 

J.  W.  PADDOCK, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaetees  Disteict  of  Coloeado, 

Denver,  Colo.,  August  7,  1863.  * 
Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

SiE : I have  the  honor  herewith  to  send  the  official  report  of  Captain 
Allen,  commanding  Fort  Halleck,  of  the  recent  skirmish  with  the  Ute 
Indians  near  that  post.t  On  the  receipt  of  a similar  unofficial  report 
from  Captain  Allen  (and  before  I had  received  notice  that  the  troops 
in  that  part  of  Idaho  Territory  were  attached  to  this  district),  I ordered 
Maj.  E.  W.  Wynkoop,  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  to  proceed,  with  four 
companies  of  cavalry,  to  that  country  and  recover,  if  possible,  the  stock 
they  stole  from  the  Overland  Stage  Company  and  others,  and  to  chas- 
tise them  if  they  refused  to  give  them  up.  Major  Wynkoop,  with  his 
command,  proceeded,  with  forage  and  subsistence  train,  to  a point 
about  100  miles  southwest  of  Fort  Halleck.  I started  on  the  17th,  and 
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overtook  the  command  on  tlie24tli  of  July,  and  on  the  27th  saw  them 
packed  with  56  mules  and  fifteen  days’  rations,  taking  150  men,  with 
instructions  to  penetrate  the  country  to  the  headwaters  of  Bear,  White, 
and  Snake  Kivers,  and  deeming  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  Arkansas 
Eiver  and  other  points  in  the  district  such  as  to  require  my  attention, 
I returned  to  this  place.  Will  in  due  time  give  a full  report  of  the  ex- 
pedition. 

I am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  OHIYINGTON, 

Colonel  First  Colorado  Cavalry y Commanding  District. 


[August  7,  1863. — For  Pope  to  Eoberts,  in  reference  to  the  use  of 
troops  in  execution  of  the  laws,  see  Series  III.] 


Marshfield,  Mo.,  August  8, 1863. 

Capt.  0.  G.  Laurant, 

A.  A,  G.y  Dist.  of  Southwestern  Missouri^  Springfieldy  Mo.  : 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  the  general  commanding  that 
I have  received  reliable  information  to  the  effect  that  a command  of  400 
rebels  are  in  the  vicinity  of  Big  Forth  Fork  of  White  Eiver,  15  miles 
south  of  White  Elver,  and  15  miles  east  of  Talbot’s  Mill.  They  are 
under  command  of  Colonel  Burbridge,  with  four  pieces  of  artillery 
(4-pounders).  Schnable  is  also  there.  He  took  his  command  a few  days 
ago  and  started  for  Springfield,  Mo.,  to  surrender  himself  and  company, 
but  Burbridge  followed  him  and  arrested  his  company  (70  men),  and  put 
Schnable  under  guard.  My  informant  was  in  their  camp  on  the  4th 
instant.  His  name  is  Smith  j he  is  a true,  loyal  man. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JOHF  COSGEOYE, 

Major  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry y Comdg.  Post. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

Fort  Scotty  August  8,  1863. 
Brigadier- General  McFeil,  Sjgringfieldy  Mo. : 

General  : At  Major  Blair’s  request,  I write  to  inform  you  that  my 
last  news  from  General  Blunt  is  to  the  2d  instant.  He  was  then  at  Fort 
Gibson,  with  3,000  effective  troops,  ten  pieces  of  field  artillery,  and  six 
mountain  howitzers.  The  enemy,  under  Steele,  comprising  Cooper’s 
and  Cabell’s  forces,  to  the  number  of  11,000,  with  twelve  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, and  4,000,  with  four  pieces  of  artillery,  under  Baylor,  reported 
between  Eed  and  Canadian  Eivers,  hastening  up  to  join  Steele,  were 
holding  position  south  of  the  Arkansas,  not  10  miles  from  Gibson. 
General  Blunt  proposed  to  cross  and  attack  Steele,  at  what  time  he 
does  not  inform  me.  Eumor  says  it  would  not  be  until  the  next  train 
reaches  him,  that  he  might  use  the  escort  forces.  This  would  not  be 
until  the  15th  instant,  however,  and,  if  he  is  certain  Baylor  was  com- 
ing up  with  re- enforcements,  he  would  not  wait. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Z.  CUETIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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White  Eiver,  near  Clarendon,  - 

August  9,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

The  gunboats  I wrote  for  on  tlie  1st  just  arrived  here  this  forenoon. 
My  division  reached  here  yesterday  from  Moro.  White  Eiver  is  higher 
than  it  has  been  at  this  season  of  the  year  since  44.  In  some  places 
the  water  is  4 miles  wide  across  the  bottom.  I send  down  this  even- 
ing for  coal  barges,  and  shall  cross  part  of  my  division  as  soon  as 
they  arrive.  Kirby  Smith  is  positively  in  Little  Eock,  without  his 
troops.  I shall  endeavor  to  send  you  early  news  from  actual  reconnais- 
sance. At  present  it  is  thought  .the  main  force  of  the  rebels  under 
Price  is  at  Bayou  Meto,  12  miles  this  side  of  Little  Eock.  It  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  we  strike  them  before  they  throw  uj)  works  to 
impede  ours.  My  troops  are  in  flue  condition ; men,  horses,  and  trans- 
portation are  better  after  a march  of  350  miles  than  when  they  started. 
There  are  no  rebel  troops  east  of  White  Eiver. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSOK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield^  Jio.,  August  9, 1863. 

Col.  William  F.  Cloud, 

Commanding  Expedition  to  Arlcansas^  Cassville : 

Colonel  : I have  ordered  Colonel  Catherwood,  with  a battalion  of 
his  regiment  and  a squadron  of  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  and  two 
howitzers,  to  march  at  2 o’clock  to-day  for  Pineville,  via  Kewtonia,  in 
pursuit  of  Cofiee,  who,  I have  reliable  information,  is  in  that  vicinity 
with  500  men.  I advise  you  of  this  that  you  may,  if  you  And  it  ad- 
visable, make  a simultaneous  movement,  via  Bentonville,  to  cut  off  his 
retreat.  Between  you  both  I think  he  ought  to  be  bagged.  I make  no 
order  in  this  case,  as  I do  not  desire  to  interfere  with  any  other  plan 
that  may  have  suggested  itself  to  you  from  information  you  may  have 
of  other  forces,  but  leave  the  matter  to  your  own  discretion. 

If  you  move,  try  to  communicate  with  Catherwood,  and  I shall  direct 
him  to  do  so  with  you. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

[JOHN  McNEIL,] 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Bilot  Knob,  ilfo.,  August  10,  18C3 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department : 

I am  quite  apprehensive  that  a large  force  is  threatening  Bloomfield. 
Major  Montgomery  regards  his  information  as  very  reliable.  I have 
re-enforced  him  with  all  the  men  I can  prudently  spare  from  Cape  Gi- 
rardeau. If  we  hold  Bloomfield  as  a iiermanent  outpost,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  increase  the  force  in  the  district.  There  is  no  forage  at  or 
near  Bloomfield.  Trains  from  the  Cape  will  require  strong  guards.  If 
abandoned,  and  the  force  withdrawn  to  the  Cape,  frequent  raids  might 
be  made  to  that  locality  from  both  the  Cape  and  New  Madrid.  From 
I)resent  indications,  it  would  be  best  that  the  linefe  should  be  contracted, 
that  we  may  have  more  cavalry  force  to  move  about  with,  in  pursuit  of 
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the  rascally  guerrillas,  who  are  iufesting  nearly  every  four  corners  in 
the  district.  The  iiickets  at  this  post,  on  Patterson  road,  were  driven 
in  at  2 o’clock  this  morning.  The  attacking  party  were  repulsed,  and 
are  now  being  pursued. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  10, 1803. 
Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk,  Pilot  Knoh : 

Bloomfield  should  be  held,  if  possible  j but  it  will  probably  be  neces- 
sary to  give  the  commanding  officer  at  that  place  discretionary  authority 
to  abandon  the  place,  if  threatened  by  overwhelming  force.  Instruct 
him  to  keep  on  hand  only  a small  amount  of  supplies,  and  avoid  un- 
necessary loss  or  destruction  of  property.  You  are  authorized  to  act 
according  to  your  judgment  as  to  the  necessity  of  drawing  in  your  lines. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  10,  1863. 
Brigadier- General  McNeil,  Springfield,  Mo. : 

Keports  indicate  a concentration  of  the  enemy  near  Fort  Smith,  with 
intention  to  attack  General  Blunt  at  Fort  Gibson.  The  latter  may  need 
re- enforcements  soon.  I desire  all  your  available  force  of  infantry,  ar- 
tillery, and  cavalry  that  can  be  spared  from  your  district  to  move  into 
Northeastern  Arkansas  as  far  as  Bentonville  or  Maysville,  and  open 
communication  with  General  Blunt,  and  march  to  his  support,  if  he  be 
driven  back  from  Fort  Gibson.  Please  report  what  force  you  can  send, 
and  keep  me  advised  of  its  movements. 

What  progress  has  Colonel  Cloud  made,  and  what  force  has  hel 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  10,  1863.  ^ 
Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis,  Fort  Scott,  Kans.  : 

I have  ordered  General  McNeil’s  troops  to  move  to  Bentonville  or 
Maysville,  Ark.,  and  open  communication  with  General  Blunt,  so  as  to 
aid  him  in  case  he  is  driven  back  from  Fort  Gibson.  It  will  not  do  to 
send  them  to  Fort  Gibson,  as  this  would  leave  Southwestern  Missouri 
exposed. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  August  10, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Colonel  Cloud’s  forces  consist  of  eight  small  companies  of  the  Second 
Kansas  Cavalry,  five  companies  of  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  ten 
companies  of  the  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  with  four . guns  of  Babb’s 
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battery.  He  will  be  sui^plied  witli  subsistence  to-day,  and  a mustering 
officer  goes  to  him  to-morrow.  I sent  Colonel  Oatberwood,  with  five 
squadrons  of  cavalry  and  two  mountain  howitzers,  in  pursuit  of  Coffee 
yesterday,  who  was  reported  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pineville,  at  the 
same  time  recommending  Colonel  Cloud  to  move  rapidly  on  Fayetteville 
and  Bentonville,  and  cut  oft*  his  retreat.  I will  re-enforce  Colonel  Cath- 
erwood  with  a battalion  of  the  Eighth  Cavalry,  and  order  him  to  join 
Colonel  Cloud.  This  leaves  me  exposed  to  an  advance  of  the  enemy 
through  the  valley  of  White  Eiver,  where  I have  only  a few  companies 
of  Enrolled  Militia.  I must  keep  the  small  posts  garrisoned  for  the 
protection  of  the  people  against  guerrillas,  who  appear  to  be  on  the 
increase.  A couple  of  good  regiments  would  be  of  great  service  here. 
Horses  not  yet  arrived  for  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry. 

[JOHN  McNEIL,] 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  ilio.,  August  10,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt, 

Comdg.  District  of  the  Frontier^  Fort  Scott,  Kaiis. : 

General  : It  is  desired  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior  to  com])ly 
with  the  recent  act  of  Congress  ‘‘providing  for  the  removal  of  the  In- 
dians from  the  State  of  Kansas,’’  &c.  Complete  and  peaceful  posses- 
sion of  the  Indian  Territory  by  our  forces,  however,  is  necessary  to  be 
obtained  before  this  object  can  be  accomplished.  I am,  therefore, 
authorized  by  the  War  Department  to  add  to  your  forces  by  putting 
into  service  such  Kansas  Indians  as  may  be  willing  to  enter  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States,  and  thus  secure  the  possession  of  the 
Indian  Territory. 

You  are  hereby  authorized  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  Government 
by  organizing  these  Indians  into  regiments  and  battalions  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  the  officers  to  be  appointed  and  commissioned,  as  heretofore, 
by  the  War  Department,  on  your  recommendation,  forwarded  through 
these  headquarters;  clothing  and  subsistence  and  other  supplies  to 
be  furnished,  as  heretofore,  on  your  requisitions.  Your  experience  and 
success  in  such  matters  lead  me  to  hope,  general,  a speedy  and  suc- 
cessful carrying  out  of  the  wishes  of  the  Government  in  this  important 
matter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  August  10,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General,  TJ.  S.  Army,  Cairo,  Lll. : 

General  : Your  letter  from  Cincinnati,  dated  August  5,  relative  to 
the  organization  of  colored  regiments  in  Arkansas,  is  received.  I will 
forward  your  instructions  to  the  officers  commanding  expeditions  into 
Eastern  and  Western  Arkansas,  and  direct  that  they  be  carried  out 
promptly  and  fuUy. 

Major-General  Steele  is  commanding  the  expedition  from  Helena, 
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under  orders  from  General  Grant,  and,  altliougli  acting  under  my  gen- 
eral directions,  is  not  under  my  command.  I would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  your  selecting  a suitable  officer  to  accompany  General  Steele’s 
column  and  carry  out  your  instructions  relative  to  the  organization  of 
colored  troops,  or  that  you  communicate  directly  with  General  Steele 
on  the  subject. 

I will  send  Colonel  Guylee’s  regiment,  now  organizing  here,  to  Hel- 
ena, with  orders  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  that  place.  Its 
services  will  be  more  valuable  there  than  in  this  department. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  oe  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  10,  1863.  (Received  August  12.) 
Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil, 

Comdg.  List,  of  Southwestern  Missouri^  Springfield,  Mo. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a copy  of  a letter  re- 
ceived from  Adjutant-General  Thomas,  in  regard  to  the  raising  of  negro 
troops.  You  will  at  once  instruct  the  officers  in  command  of  the  Fed- 
eral forces  in  Western  Arkansas  to  raise  and  organize  as  many  regi- 
ments of  black  troops  as  can  be  assembled ; to  choose  the  officers  from 
meritorious  and  deserving  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  prf 
vates  from  the  white  regiments  under  his  command ; to  assign  them 
temporarily  to  duty  with  the  black  troops,  and  report  their  names, 
former  and  new  rank,  to  these  headquarters.  They  will  then  be  exam- 
ined, and  those  found  worthy  will  be  recommended  to  Washington  for 
commissions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

(Copy  to  Major-General  Steele.) 

[Inclosure.] 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  August  5,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding,  &c..  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  : 1 am  on  my  way  to  General  Grant’s  army  to  organize  ad- 
ditional regiments  of  volunteers  of  African  descent,  and  understanding 
that  you  design  making  an  expedition  shortly  into  Arkansas,  I request 
that  you  will  in  the  course  of  your  operations  collect  as  many  blacks — 
men,  women,  and  children — as  possible.  The  able-bodied  men  you  can 
organize  into  regiments,  and  I will  commission  such  officers  for  them  as 
you  may  designate.  You  will,  of  course,  be  careful  to  give  me  only 
such  officers  whose  hearts  are  in  the  work. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  THOMAS, 

A djutant-  Genera  1.  ' , 


General  Orders,  | Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

No.  5.  1 Helena,  Ark.,  August  10,  1863. 

I.  The  Third  Division,  Col.  Samuel  A.  Rice  commanding,  will  take 
up  the  line  of  inarch  to-morrow  by  the  middle  road  to  Clarendon.  Colo- 
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iiel  Eice  will  proceed  by  easy  marcbes,  building  such  bridges  and  mak- 
ing such  repairs  on  the  road  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  a good  route 
for  the  transportation  of  supplies,  &c.  On  arriving  at  Clarendon,  he 
will  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson,  and  encamp  his  division  on 
such  ground  as  may  be  designated  by  General  Davidson. 

II.  The  supi)ly  train,  in  charge  of  Captain  Carr,  acting  quarter- 
master, will  accompany  the  Third  Division  and  be  protected  by  it. 

III.  The  First  Indiana  Cavalry  will  proceed  with  its  authorized  bag- 
gage train  and-  necessary  supplies,  and  report  on  the  12th  instant  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Third  Division,  at  the  crossing  on  Big  Creek. 

IV.  The  Second  Division,  Col.  William  E.  McLean  commanding,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  cavalry  brigade,  under  Colonel  Clayton,  will  march 
on  the  13th  instant  by  the  same  route. 

* * * * # # * 

VI.  1^0  property  will  be  taken  from  citizens  without  authority.  For- 
aging  parties  will  be  organized  by  brigade  commanders  and  placed  in 
charge  of  commissioned  officers,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  necessary 
supplies.  Straggling,  marauding,  and  setting  buildings  on  fire  posi- 
tively forbidden.  Any  infraction  of  this  order  that  may  be  detected 
will  be  summarily  punished,  and  any  officer  who  shall  fail  to  notice 
such  infraction  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  and  dealt  with 
accordingly.  These  measures  are  necessary  for  the  sake  of  discipline, 
and  as  a matter  of  policy  toward  the  people  of  Arkansas,  whom  we 
desire  to  bring  back  to  their  allegiance.  The  general  commanding  sin- 
cerely hopes  that  for  the  credit  of  the  command  and  the  reputation  of 
the  Government  which  we  represent,  both  officers  and  men  will  view 
this  in  a proper  light. 

VII.  Paragraph  VI,  of  this  order,  will  be  published  at  the  head  of 
every  company. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele : 

J.  W.  PADDOCK, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Division,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

Clarendon.,  Ar7c.,  August  11,  1863. 

[Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut:] 

General  : Your  letter  to  me  of  the  date  of  the  31st  of  J uly  has  just 
been  received  at  this  point. 

In  reply  to  the  last  xiaragraph  of  your  letter*,  I beg  to  assure  you  that 
no  minor  considerations  shall  in  any  way  interfere  with  a full  co-oper- 
ation of  the  two  commands.  Not  only  that,  general,  but  the  most  cheer- 
ful and  implicit  obedience  will  be  rendered  to  your  orders  and  wishes 
and  to  whomsoever  you  may  appoint  to  command  the  expedition. 

I regret  that  my  not  going  to  Jacksonport  does  not  meet  with  your 
approval.  All  my  information,  wffien  I got'  abreast  of  that  point, 
led  me  to  believe  that  Marmaduke  was  crossing  to  the  west  side  of 
White  Eiver,  and  would  be  across  before  I could  get  to  Jacksonport. 
The  road  over  the  Bayou  de  Val  and  the  Cache  Eiver  was  in  an  almost 
impassable  condition,  and  knowing  that  this  cavalry  was  ultimately  de- 
signed for  co-operation  with  the  expedition  to  Little  Eock,  I did  not  wish 
to  impair  it  by  any  useless  side  operation,  simply  to  make  a report  from 
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Jacksonport.  I believed  also  that  the  moment  I made  a show  of  crossing 
White  Eiver  below,  Marmaduke  would  fall  lower  down  to  join  Price. 

I will  venture  the  assertion  that  there  are  not  500  of  the  enemy  east 
of  White  Eiver  to-day.  The  destruction  of  some  wagons  near  Bloom- 
held,  of  which  General  Schoheld  telegraphs,  was  done  by  a band  of 
guerrillas — an  incident  liable  to  happen  in  the  rear  of  any  force — and, 
besides,  the  train  was  none  of  mine,  nor  under  my  orders.  I gave  up  my 
rear,  became  self-sustaining  the  moment  I crossed  at  Chalk  Bluff,  and 
sought  a new  base — Avell  understood  by  General  Schoheld — ahead  of  me. 

My  force  here  is  6,000  cavalry  (taught  by  me  as  dragoons)  and  three 
batteries — one  of  mountain  howitzers,  two  of  rifled  guns.  I have  four 
gunboats  here,  that  I asked  for  from  the  commandant  on  the  1st  instant. 
Two  have  gone  down  for  coal  barges  to  make  me  a platform  flying- 
bridge,  and  two  I shall  send  to-morrow  to  Jacksoni^ort  to  see  if  any 
counter  movement  has  been  attempted  by  Marmaduke,  and  to  destroy 
his  means  of  crossing  if  so,  and  then  I can  get  part  of  my  force  at  him. 
To  cross  the  river  here  will  be  difficult  without  ferry-boats  or  boats  of 
that  pattern.  A wide  bayou  is  to  be  crossed  after  getting  over  the 
river  here.  We  must  then  descend  from  here  to  the  mouth  of  it,  8 miles 
below,  and  in  doing  so  have  to  cross  two  bayous  on  this  side ; but  it  is 
better  to  have  the  obstacles  on  this  side  to  overcome  than  on  the  other. 
I shall  not  now  attempt  to  throw  over  my  whole  division  until  I hear 
from  you  or  the  appointed  commander  of  the  expedition,  only  reconnoi- 
tering  parties  to  obtain  information.  One  of  my  parties  captured,  night 
before  last,  two  Confederate  agents  with  $70,000  on  their  persons  in 
Confederate  notes.  Much  unlawful  traffic  has  been  carried  on  between 
this  part  of  the  country  and  points  on  the  Mississippi.  Council  Bend 
and  Island  No.  37  are  of  the  principal  ones  named. 

With  high  respect,  I am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

Helena.,  Arlc.,  August  11,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  dispatches  received  this  morn- 
ing from  White  Eiver.  General  Davidson  is  mistaken  in  regard  to  there 
being  no  rebel  troops  north  of  White  Eiver.  They  have  been  hanging 
on  his  rear  all  the  time,  and  have  probably  captured  all  the  dispatches 
that  were  sent  to  him  previous  to  his  arrival  at  Clarendon.  On  the  9th 
instant  they  pursued  a party  of  15,  commanded  by  a captain  whom  he 
ordered  to  this  post,  and  captured  8 of  them.  A battalion  of  three 
companies  of  cavalry  went  in  pursuit  of  the  rebels,  and  most  probably 
overtook  them.  Major  Lippert,  the  officer  in  command,  was  on  his  Avay 
to  join  Davidson.  It  seems  that  General  Davidson  did  not  know  that 
I was  to  command  the  expedition,  although  Commander  Bache  went  uj) 
White  ’Eiver  at  my  request.  If  Major  Lippert  got  through,  he  must 
have  received  dispatches  from  me. 

One  of  my  divisions  marched  from  here  to-day  Avith  orders  to  build 
bridges  and  repair  the  road  to  Clarendon.  The  Middle  road  is  the  one 
selected  for  our  line  of  communication  Avith  Helena.  The  rebels  have 
burned  the  bridges  on  all  the  roads,  but  this  one  is  the  shortest,  and  is 
good,  except  through  a swamp,  where  it  will  be  corduroyed  by  the  com- 
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maud  I have  seut  forward.  Part  of  our  supply  train  has  gone  with  this 
division,  and  the  rest,  I thick,  will  be  ready  to  go  with  the  other  divis- 
ion, which  is  ordered  to  march  on  the  13th  instant.  A gunboat  wnll 
wait  at  the  mouth  of  White  Eiver  to  convoy  the  supply  boats  now  being 
loaded  at  Memphis,  until  noon  on  the  13th  instant.  I send  ujd  an  officer 
this  evening  to  expedite  matters.  It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  an 
unusual  number  of  rebels  have  been  about  Napoleon  lately,  and  that 
they  have  pickets  all  the  way  to  Little  Eock.  This  came  from  a lady 
whom  I know  to  be  reliable,  and  a priest.  I do  not  believe  they  could 
get  across  White  if  they  had  force  enough  to  attack  this  place.  It  is 
my  opinion  that  the  officer  who  comes  in  command  here  by  seniority, 
Colonel  Montgomery,  Twenty-fifth  W^isconsin  Infantry,  is  not  competent 
for  the  position.  The  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Thirty-third  Missouri, 
who  has  charge  of  the  fortifications,  is  said  to  be  a very  capable  officer. 
Colonel  Montgomery’s  health  and  the  service  would  both  be  benefited 
if  he  could  have  a leave  of  absence.  As  soon  as  the  troops  of  the  ex- 
pedition have  all  left  here,  the  guerrillas  and  rebel  cavalry  will  hang  on 
our  line  of  communication,  and  be  a source  of  constant  annoyance  to 
this  post.  If  there  could  be  a cavalry  force  here  of  sufficient  strength 
to  act  as  pickets  and  scouts,  it  would  be  a great  benefit  to  us. 

Over  200  cavalry,  with  2 officers,  arrived  here  this  morning  without 
horses,  arms,  or  equipments.  I have  ordered  them  to  remain  here  until 
further  orders,  and  to  supply  their  deficiencies  by  requisitions.  They 
belong  to  Davidson’s  command.  The  One  hundred  and  sixth  Illinois 
Infantry  have  arms  of  uniform  caliber,  and  mostly  excellent  arms.  They 
do  not  care  to  change  them.  I have  ordered  an  officer  with  requisition 
to  Memphis  for  Enfield  rifles  for  another  and  better  regiment,  which  is 
poorly  armed. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED’K  STEELE, 

Major-General'. 

[Inclosures.] 


United  States  Steamer  Lexington, 

August  7,  1863. 

M^j.  Gen.  Fred.  Steele: 

Sir  ; I will  move  up  White  Eiver  to-morrow  morning  with  my  entire 
force,  and,  if  not  delayed  to  fight  or  by  other  unforeseen  circumstances, 
will  reach  Clarendon  on  the  afternoon  of  the  9th.  Having  arrived  there, 
I will  send  down  a boat  or  boats,  according  to  circumstances,  to  con- 
voy your  supply  boats.  The  river  shall  also  be  patrolled  by  all  danger- 
ous points,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  erecting  batteries. 

I received  a letter  from  General  Davidson  yesterday,  saying  that  he 
intended  throwing  a bridge  across  at  Clarendon,  and  wished  our  protec- 
tion while  doing  so.  Your  communication  of  yesterday  has  also  been 
received. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  M.  BACHE, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 


United  States  Steamer  Cricket, 

Clarendon^  August  9,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Fred.  Steele: 

Sir  : I arrived  here  this  morning  with  four  light-draught  boats,  find- 
ing the  river  entirely  clear  of  guerrillas,  and  bank  full,  coming  up.  At 
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this  place  I have  met  with  General  Davidson’s  cavalry,  who  arrived 
here  yesterday.  I send  dispatches  to  you  from  General  Davidson  by 
one  of  my  officers.  It  is  impossible  to  bridge  the  river  at  this  point, 
the  country  being  overflowed  on  the  opposite  bank. 

Please  let  me  know  when  your  boats  will  be  ready  for  convoy  up  the 
White.  I shall  make  a reconnaissance  farther  up  the  river,  with  one 
boat,  myself,  to-morrow. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

G.  M.  BACHE, 

Lieutenant-  Commander, 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

Ko.  6.  j Helena^  Arl^.^  August  11,  18G3. 

Pursuant  to  instructions  from  Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 
dated  Memphis,  August  10,  1863,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  com- 
mand of  ^^all  of  Arkansas  north  of  Arkansas  River.” 

ERED’K  STEELE, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Southwestern  District  of  Missouri, 

Springfield^  Mo.,  August  11,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  telegram 
of  yesterday  in  regard  to  disposition  of  force  to  support  General  Blunt 
in  Arkansas,  which  I answered  after  making  such  disposition,  in  accord- 
ance with  your  suggestions,  as  my  means  in  hand  would  allow. 

Colonel  Catherwood,  with  one  battalion  of  the  Sixth  Missouri  State 
Militia  and  a squadron  of  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  with  two  prairie 
howitzers,  moved  on  Sunday,  via  NTewtonia,  against  Coffee,  who  was 
encamped  at  Rutledge,  near  Pineville.  I at  the  same  time  directed 
Colonel  Cloud  to  move  from  Cassville,  via  Bentonville  and  Fayetteville, 
to  cut  off  Coffee’s  retreat.  With  rapidity  of  movement  they  can  scarcely 
avoid  coming  in  contact  with  him.  I shall  march  Major  Eno  from 
Greenfleld  to-morrow  morning  toward  Catherwood,  to  report  to  him  , 
with  his  entire  battalion  of  the  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia,  directing 
Catherwood  to  join  Cloud.  I have  forwarded  Colonel  Cloud’s  directions, 
in  conformity  with  yours  to  me. 

Burbridge  is  collecting  his  command  on  the  Big  North  Fork  of 
White  River,  15  miles  east  of  Talbot’s  Mill.  He  is  from  400  to  500 
strong,  with  four  4-pounder  guns.  This  place  is  about  100  miles  south- 
east of  Springfield.  He  may  be  the  advance  of  an  expedition  up  the 
valley  of  the  White  River,  or  he  may  be  working  his  way  over,  via 
Yellville  and  Fayetteville,  to  Steele  and  Cabell.  I will  feel  of  him  with 
a strong  scout  of  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  and  attack  him  with  a dash 
as  soon  as  I find  where  I can  do  it  with  the  best  effect.  I shall  use  a 
good  force,  with  artillery,  when  I make  this  move. 

Forage  is  scarce;  has  to  be  drawn  sometimes  from  60  to  100  miles,  and 
subsistence  trains  have  yet  to  have  heavy  guards.  This,  with  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  so  many  small  posts  garrisoned,  for  the  protection  of  loyal 
people,  makes  me  poor  in  force  for  active  service  in  the  field.  Two 
more  good  regiments  could  be  well  employed’ in  this  district.  The 


446 


MO./ ARK.,  KAKS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 

Eighteentli  Iowa  Infantry  should  be  sent  into  active  service  in  the  field. 
They  are  a small  but  a fine  regiment,  but  have  been  too  long  at  post  duty. 

My  small  commands  are  killing  guerrillas  every  day,  returns  couriers 
from  both  Missouri  State  Militia  and  Missouri  Enrolled  Militia,  but 
they  still  abound.  I think  the  occupation  of  all  Arkansas  would  quiet 
all  these  people  and  restore  peace  to  Missouri. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McNElL, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Warsaw,  Mo.,  August  11, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Brown  : 

General  : I have  no  ink  nor  pens.  I arrived  here  on  Saturday  last, 
and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  and  in  due  time  will  make 
my  report. 

I send  this  that  the  wisdom  of  the  general  commanding  may  apply 
remedy  instantly  to  the  shame  incident  to  the  murders  committed  by 
the  troops  in  their  scouts.  Since  Saturday  morning  last  there  has  been 
as  many  as  four  murders  committed  by  our  soldiery.  Major  Melton, 
who  goes  to  Sedalia,  will  probably  be  at  Jefferson  City,  and  will  give 
you  additional  particulars.  The  men  murdered  were  Wright,  two 
Bunches,  and  Thornton,  which,  added  to  Harvey  and  Scuggs,  makes 
the  number  six  within  the  last  ten  or  twelve  days. 

There  is  a feeling  of  insecurity  universally  prevailing  with  the  peace 
able  citizens  in  towns  and  country,  and  all  in  this  place  that  can  get  con 
veyance  express  an  intention  of  leaving.  Acting  upon  an  idea  whicl 
will  doubtless  be  for  the  interest  of  the  service,  I have  signified  an  in' 
tention  of  remaining  until  I could  place  myself  in  communication  with 
the  general  commanding.  There  is  no  discipline  whatever  exercised 
over  the  soldiers  here,  which,  added  to  the  indiscriminate  sale  of  liquor, 
renders  the  soldiers  fiends  rather  than  soldiers.  I am  going  to  issue  an 
order  this  morning  closing  all  the  liquor  places  until  such  time  as  the 
pleasure  of  the  general  commanding  may  be  known.  The  best  citizens 
here  have  .been  menaced  with  death  by  the  soldiers.  The  officer  com- 
manding, Captain  Foster,  seems  to  give  the  matter  his. serious  atten- 
tion, but  will  be  unable  to  correct  the  evil  of  these  murders  until  his 
subordinates  are  held  to  a personal  responsibility  for  the  actions  of  their 
men. 

Two  scouts  have  been  out  since  I have  been  here.  One  of  them  has 
returned;  killed  2 bushwhackers  and  4 citizens,  which,  if  persevered 
in,  will,  of  course,  cause  an  exodus  equal  to  the  children  of  Israel.  The 
idea  has  maintained  its  ground  among  soldiers  that  bushwhackers 
and  their  sympathizers  are  not  to  be  taken  prisoners,  and  all  are  sym- 
pathizers who  have  ever  been  rebels,  notwithstanding  the  amnesty  of 
the  Government  in  their  favor  to  the  contrary. 

The  soldier  element  here  will  be  effective  only  when  the  most  rigid 
discipline  is  enforced.  Many  of  the  soldiers  are  in  the  neighborhood 
of  their  homes,  and  all  have  private  wrongs  to  avenge,  and  it  is  plain  to 
see  the  effect  ultimately. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  SWITZLER, 

Lie'dtenan'l- Colonel  and  Protest- Marshal. 


Chap.  XXXIV.] 


COEEESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


447 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  Aucjust  12, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Deimrtment  of  the  Missouri : 

General  Davidson  is  mistaken  as  to  rebel  troops  east  of  White  Kiver. 
They  have  been  hanging  on  his  rear  all  the  time,  and  probably  captured 
all  the  dispatches  sent  him  previous  to  his  arrival  at  Clarendon. 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

3Iajor- General. 


Headquaetees  Depaetment  of  the  Missouei,  ‘ 

Saint  Louis,  ilio.,  August  12,  1863. 
Commanding  Officer  Saint  Louis  District : 

Geneeal  : Persons,  formerly  residents  within  your  district  who  have 
been  in  the  rebel  army  and  who  voluntarily  return  and  surrender 
themselves,  may  be  released,  at  your  discretion,  on  the  following  terms, 
viz : In  all  cases  they  will  be  required  to  take  the  usual  oath  of  alle- 
giance, with  a full  understanding  that  they  assume  all  the  obligations 
of  loyal  citizens,  and  are  willing  to  discharge  all  their  duties  as  such. 
In  general,  a suitable  bond  will  be  required  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  obligations  assumed.  You  are  authorized  to  make  exceptions  to 
this  rule,  when  you  deem  the  bond  unnecessary,  or  when  it  is  impracti- 
cable for  the  iierson  to  obtain  it,  provided  you  are  satisfied  the  person  is 
sincere  in  his  desire  to  become  a loyal  citizen.  Persons  to  be  released 
will  be  required  to  live  within  certain  prescribed  limits  during  the  war. 
These  limits  may  be  to  one  or  more  counties  in  which  their  former  homes 
are  situated,  iirovided  the  condition  of  those  counties  is  such  that  they 
will  be  comparatively  free  from  temptations  to  join  rebel  bands  or  com- 
mit acts  of  disloyalty,  and  the  temper  of  the  loyal  peoiile  is  such  that 
they  can  be  permitted  to  remain  at  home  in  peace. 

In  disturbed  portions  of  the  State,  and  where  the  temper  of  the  peo- 
ple is  such  that  acts  of  violence  are  likely  to  rise  from  the  mingling  of 
those  who  have  been  enemies  with  the  loyal  people,  the  peace  of  the 
State  and  the  best  interest  of  the  returned  rebels  require  that  they  be 
not  permitted  to  return  to  their  former  homes.  In  such  cases  the  re- 
leased persons  must  be  required  to  reside  in  some  Northern  State,  or  in 
some  other  portion  of  Missouri ; but  in  no  case  will  any  such  person  be 
released  with  permission  to  go  into  another  district  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  commander  of  that  district  or  of  the  department. 

If  the  person  who  is  to  be  released  desires  to  live  in  another  district, 
he  will  be  sent  on  parole,  or  under  guard,  if  thought  necessary  or  pru- 
dent, to  the  headquarters  of  the  district  in  which  he  wishes  to  reside, 
or  to  Saint  Louis,  as  may  be  most  convenient,  with  orders  to  report  to 
the  district  provost-marshal  or  to  the  provost-marshal-general,  who  will 
decide  whether  he  shall  be  permitted  to  reside  within  said  district  or  be 
sent  out  of  the  State. 

Eebel  soldiers  who  voluntarily  surrender  may  be  ]:>ermitted  to  enlist 
in  the  United  States  service  when  the  provost-marshal  is  satisfied  of 
the  honestj"  of  their  intentions.  Much  caution  must  be  exercised  in 
accepting  such  ijersons. 

Prisoners  of  wnr  belonging  to  the  regularly  organized  rebel  armies, 
or  irregular  bands,  will  not  be  permitted  to  enlist  in  the  United  States 
service,  except  under  special  instructions  in  each  case  from  these  head- 
quarters. 

Prisoners  of  war  cannot  be  released  on  oath  and  bond,  or  other  simi- 
lar terms,  without  orders  from  the  War  Department. 
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Prisoners  released  from  military  arrest  are  not  thereby  exempted 
from  trial  before  civil  tribunals  for  treason  or  violation  of  any  State  or 
United  States  laws. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

0.  W.  MAESH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Headquarters, 

Tipton j ilfo.,  August  12,  1863. 
Maj.  Jaivies  Eainsford,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  Eo.  123, 1 assumed  command 
of  Sub-District  No.  2 on  yesterday.  A squadron  of  cavalry,  Company 
M,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  arrived  here  to-day.  One 
left  Sedalia  this  morning  for  Versailles  ] will  reach  there  to-morrow 
noon.  There  is  a small  band  of  8 or  10  guerrillas  prowling  about  here, 
which  I hope  soon  to  disperse.  They  robbed  the  passengers  in  the 
Boonville  stage  a few  nights  since  of  money,  arms,  and  watches,  but 
did  not  disturb  the  mail  or  coach. 

I learned  to-day  from  Colonel  Weer,  commanding  at  Boonville,  that 
Cooper  County  was  ‘Untested  considerably  with  jay  hawkers  from  Saline 
and  Boone  Counties,  the  entire  number  being  very  uncertain.”  Can  I 
not  have  a squadron  or  two  of  the  Seventh  to  place  there?  Can  make 
them  much  more  useful.  I think  if  Cooper  is  cleared  of  those  bands, 
Morgan  and  Moniteau  will  be  free  from  them. 

If  the  general  consents  to  place  or  station  a squadron  of  the  Seventh 
at  Boonville,  I would  like  very  much  indeed  to  have  a short  consulta- 
tion with  him  in  regard  to  the  matter,  as  to  the  one,  &c.,  as  I was  there 
[last]  summer  and  have  a good  idea  what  troops  would  be  efficient,  &c. 
Can  I be  permitted  to  make  him  a visit  of  a few  hours  on  business? 
My  compliments  to  the  general. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

T.  T.  CEITTENDEN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Seventh  Missouri  State  ARlitia  Cavalry^ 

Commanding  Second  Suh-Listrict. 


Headquarters, 

Harrisonville,  Mo.,  August  12,  1863. 

Col.  James  McFerran, 

Comdg.  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Lexington,  Mo. : 

Colonel  : In  compliance  with  orders  from  Headquarters  District  of 
the  Border,  I arrived  at  this  place  yesterday,  and  am  now  stationed 
here  with  my  command.  Company  B,  First  Missouri  State  Militia 
Cavalry,  and  Company  I,  Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry  Volunteers,  are  also 
stationed  here.  One  comjjany  of  the  Eleventh  Kansas  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry, and  two  companies  of  the  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry 
have  just  started  from  here  to  Napoleon,  and  one  company  of  the  Fourth 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  to  Trading  Post,  40  miles  southwest 
from  here.  While  on  the  march  from  Germantown,  day  before  yes- 
terday, Comiiany  H,  my  advance,  came  in  collision  with  a squad  of 
bushwhackers  at  Dayton,  15  miles  south  of  Harrisonville,  and  a brisk 
skirmish  ensued,  in  which  2 bushwhackers  [were  killed]  and  1 severely 
wounded.  Our  boys  came  through  unscathed,  although  they  charged 
upon  a barn  where  the  rebels  took  shelter,  and  drove  the  rebels  from 
it.  The  horse  of  Sergeant  Meek,  Company  H,  received  three  wounds, 
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and  one  other  of  our  horses  was  slightly  wounded.  We  captured  3 
horses,  4 pistols,  2 miniature  rebel  flags,  &c. 

Pleasant  Hill  was  a few  days  since  evacuated  by  the  Federal  troops, 
and  has  been  partially  burned  by  the  bushwhackers.  I do  not  suppose 
that  it  was  contemplated  that  we  should  remain  at  this  place  longer 
than  the  present  (assured)  emergency  j however,  it  may  be  diflerent, 
and  the  removal  of  other  troops  from  this  station  looks  as  though  we 
might  probably  remain  here  some  considerable  time.  I am  inclined  to 
think  the  force  of  bushwhackers  in  this  part  of  the  country  has  been, 
and  now  is,  by  most  officers  greatly  overestimated.  But  I may  myself 
be  mistaken ; they  are  scattered  all  over  the  country.  The  forage  train 
guard  had  a skirmish  to-day  a few  miles  from  town. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  W.  MULLIXS, 

Major  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 


Headquarters  District  oe  Minnesota, 

Saint  Paulj  August  12,  1863 — 8.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  Pope  : 

On  the  night  of  the  23d  instant,  General  Sibley  was  4 miles  from  Mis- 
souri Coteau,  on  the  Indian  trail.  The  Indian  killed  was  Little  Crow. 
His  son,  with  him  at  the  time,  was  captured  at  Devil’s  Lake  by  a de- 
tachment of  troops  left  behind  by  General  Sibley.  He  was  the  only 
Indian  around  there.  A straggling  Sioux  tells  our  scouts  that  they  will 
light  General  Sibley.  He  reports  the  general  near  Long  Lake,  and  Gen- 
eral Sully  in  the  vicinity.  He  says  that  Standing  Bufialo  and  Sweet 
Corn  have  left  the  main  body. 

S.  MILLEE, 
Colonel^  Commanding. 


August  13, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  McXeil,  Sjpringfield,  Mo.  : 

While  keeping  Colonel  Cloud’s  command  in  position  to  re-enforce 
General  Blunt,  if  necessary,  you  must  still  keep  it  within  easy  call,  so 
that  you  can  recall  it  in  case  of  danger  from  the  White  Eiver  Valley.  I 
believe,  however,  there  cannot  be  much  danger  from  the  latter  direction. 
Price  and  Marmaduke  have  retreated  to  Little  Eock,  and  our  troops  are 
in  pursuit.  General  Davidson  was  to  cross  White  Eiver  at  Clarendon 
to-day,  and  will  probably  have  Little  Eock  in  a few  days.  This  will  re- 
lieve you  from  any  danger  from  the  White  Eiver  Valley.  I would  like 
to  give  you  more  troops,  but  it  is  impossible. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD. 

Major- General. 


*Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  14,  1863 — 10  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  Memphis,  August  20.) 

Major-General  Hurlbut,  Memijliis : 

Your  dispatch  of  the  12th  is  received.  My  information  agrees  with 
yours.  Please  inform  General  Davidson,  if  possible,  and  convey  to  him 
my  orders  to  report  to  General  Steele,  which  he  does  not  seem  to  have 
received. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Samt  Louis,  Mo.,  August  14,  1863. 

Brig.  Geii.  Thomas  Ewino,  Jr., 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border,  Kansas  City,  Mo. : 

General  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  acknowl- 
edge receipt  of  your  letter  dated  August  3,  1863,  asking  “ permission 
to  give  military  escort  out  of  those  counties”  (certain  counties  of  your 
district)  “ to  such  negroes  as  wish  it,  and  as  were  slaves  of  persons  en- 
gaged in  rebellion  on  or  since  17th  July,  1862,”  and  fully  setting  forth 
the  reasons  w hich  induced  you  to  recommend  the  action  proposed. 

Having  full  confidence  in  the  correctness  of  your  information  on  this 
subject,  the  commanding  general  approves  of  the  views  and  sugges- 
tions contained  in  your  communication,  and  directs  you  to  carry  them 
into  effect  without  delay. 

The  execution  of  your  orders  in  this  matter  will  be  intrusted  only  to 
the  most  discreet  and  reliable  officers,  and  you  will  hold  them  to  a strict 
account  for  any  abuse  of  the  authority  or  discretion  intrusted  to  them. 
It  is  borne  in  mind  that  such  power,  in  the  hands  of  military  officers,  is 
always  liable  to  abuse,  especially  in  cases  like  the  present,  where  popu- 
lar sentiment  inclines  to  a very  literal  construction  of  the  law  which 
makes  free  the  slave. 

You  will  endeavor  to  give  practical  freedom  to  all  persons  in  your 
district  who  are  clearly  entitled  to  it  by  law,  and  who  desire  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  military  iirotection  offered  them.  Special  care  must 
be  exercised  to  avoid  this  summary  mode  of  proceeding  in  any  doubt- 
ful case.  Doubtful  cases  must  be  left  to  the  decision  of  the  courts. 

If,  by  mistake  or  otherwise,  your  troops  bring  away  from  their  mas- 
ters any  persons  wffio  are  legally  held  as  slaves,  you  will  not  hesitate  to 
rectify  the  error  whenever  it  shall  be  made  to  appear. 

Able-bodied  men  liberated  under  this  authority  will  be  enlisted  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from 
the  War  Department,  dated  August  8,  1863,  forwarded  to  you  through 
these  headquarters  August  12,  1863. 

Persons  not  enlisted  as  soldiers  will,  as  soon  as  practicable,  be  pro- 
vided with  comfortable  homes,  where  they  can  earn  a livelihood  with- 
out expense  to  the  Government. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  WHERRY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  August  14,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewino,  Jr., 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border,  Kansas  City,  Mo. : 

General  : In  reply  to  your  communication  of  August  3,  relative  to 
the  families  of  guerrillas  living  in  the  border  counties  of  your  district, 
the  major-general  commanding  authorizes  you  to  make  preparations  for 
transporting  such  of  them  as  you  deem  it  necessary  to  dispose  of  to 
some  i)oint  to  be  selected  hereafter.  It  is  recommended  that  you  col- 
lect them  at  one  or  more  points  on  or  near  the  Missouri  River,  where 
they  can  be  temj)orarily  guarded  and  quartered. 

On  account  of  the  expense  and  trouble  necessarily  attendant  upon 
the  carrying  out  of  this  plan,  and  also  the  suffering  it  may  cause  to 
children  and  other  comparatively  innocent  persons,  the  number  to  be 
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transported  should  be  as  small  as  possible,  and  should  be  conhned  to 
those  of  the  worst  character. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  WHEEEY, 

, Major  and  Aide-de  Camj). 


Milwaukee,  August  14,  1863. 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

The  following  dispatch  from  General  Sibley,  dated  August  7,  just 
received : 

We  have  bad  three  desperate  engagements  with  2,200  Sioux  warriors,  in  each  of 
which  they  were  routed  and  finally  driven  across  the  Missouri  River,  with  the  loss  of 
all  their  subsistence,  wagons,  &c.  Our  loss  has  been  small,  while  at  least  150  of  the 
savages  have  been  killed  and  wounded.  Forty-six  bodies  have  been  found. 

H.  H.  SIBLEY, 
Brigadier-  Genera  1. 

General  Sully  marched  from  Fort  Pierre  for  the  Big  Bend  of  Missouri 
Eiver  on  the  20th  July,  with  1,200  cavalry  and  a battery.  Will  doubt- 
less intercept  the  flying  Sioux  before  they  can  cross  the  river.  Indian 
hostilities  east  of  Missouri  Eiver  may  be  considered  ended. 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  August  15,  1863. 


Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington^  D.  C.: 


Colonel  : I beg  leave  to  express  to  the  War  Department  the  opinion 
that  if  a draft  is  to  be  made  in  Missouri  it  should  be  made  as  soon  as 
possible.  We  are  now  experiencing  all*  the  bad  effects  of  a draft,  and 
will  continue  to  experience  them  until  one  takes  place,  or  it  is  decided 
that  theYe  is  to  be  none  this  year.  A draft  can  be  enforced  in  nearly 
all  parts  of  the  State  with  as  little  trouble  as  in  any  portion  of  the  coun- 
try, and  in  all  others  with  no  more  trouble  than  now  exists.  Many  have 
gone  to  the  brush  to  avoid  the  draft,  and  we  now  have  to  fight  them  as 
guerrillas.  After  the  draft  is  made,  we  will  have  to  fight  only  that  por- 
tion of  them  who  happen  to  be  drafted.  There  will  be  no  organized 
resistance  to  the  draft  in  Missouri.  Owing  to  the  disturbed  condition  of 
a portion  of  the  State,  the  enrollment  has  not  been  completed,  and  can- 
not be  for  a long  time  to  come  j but  I think  it  would  be  unwise  to  post- 
pone the  draft  on  this  account,  where  the  enrollment  has  been  made. 

There  is  another  reason  why  I think  the  draft  should  be  made  in  Mis- 
souri without  delay,  so  far  as  the  enrollment  has  been  completed.  There 
are  now  in  active  service  eleven  regiments  of  Enrolled  Militia.  This  is 
part  of  a force  which  was  organized  a year  ago  to  meet  an  emergency 
which  could  not  possibly  be  met  in  any  other  way.  They  served  their 
purpose  most  admirably,  and  enabled  me  to  suppress  the  formidable 
insurrection  which  then  existed.  But  it  required  at  least  twice  as  many 
of  them  as  of  disciplined  troops  to  accomplish  the  same  purpose.  A 
large  portion  of  this  force  is  now  kept  in  active  service  in  lieu  of  United 
States  troops.  They  receive  everything  except  iiay  proper  from  the 
United  States,  and  I presume  the  General  Government  will  ultimately 
have  to  refund  to  the  State  their  pay.  Like  all  troops  of  their  class. 
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they  are  necessarily  undisciplined  and  inefficient,  costing  twice  as  much 
for  the  service  rendered  as  other  troops.  Both  officers  and  iDrivates  are 
imbued  with  the  political  enmities,  jealousies,  and  hatreds  peculiar  to 
their  respective  localities,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  them  perform 
their  duties  with  justice  and  impartiality.  These  provisional  regiments 
in  active  service  are  formed  by  arbitrary  details  from  the  general  mass 
of  Enrolled  Militia,  thus  giving  just  ground  for  complaints  of  unfair- 
ness, which  cannot  be  alleged  against  a regular  draft.  iTotwithstanding 
all  these  objections  to  this  system,  it  has  been  a necessity  which  could 
not  be  dispensed  with  until  the  opening  of  the  Mississippi,  and  prepara- 
tions for  a draft  have  been  measurably  completed. 

I now  i)ropose  to  the  War  Department  to  dispense  with  the  further 
services  of  these  troops  in  the  following  manner,  viz : Let  a draft  be 
ordered  at  once  in  all  i^ortions  of  Missouri  in  which  the  preparations  are 
complete,  and  in  others  as  rapidly  as  the  enrollment  shall  be  made. 
Let  a portion  of  the  Missouri  regiments  now  in  the  field,  and  which  are 
most  reduced,  be  sent  back  to  the  State  to  be  filled  up  from  this  draft, 
and  then  used  in  the  State  as  long  as  their  services  shall  be  required, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  drafted  men  be  sent  to  other  regiments  in  the 
field.  As  soon  as  the  old  regiments  shall  arrive  and  receive  the  recruits, 
or  even  before  the  recruits  are  ready  for  service,  the  militia  can  be  dis- 
banded. The  latter  will  thus  be  replaced  by  troops  much  less  expens- 
ive and  far  more  efficient,  and  which  can  be  sent  beyond  the  State  when 
no  longer  needed  within  it.  It  may  be  urged  that  a draft  in  Missouri  will 
be  unfair  because  of  the  necessary  imperfections  of  the  enrollment.  To 
this  I answer  it  will  be  much  less  unfair  than  the  present  mode  of  enforc- 
ing the  services  of  the  militia. 

I respectfully  commend  this  subject  to  the  careful  consideration  of  the 
War  Department,  believing  it  to  be  one  of  much  importance. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 

[Indorsements.] 

Adjutant-GeneraLs  Oeeice,  August  21, 1863. 

Kespectfully  referred  to  the  Provost-Marshal-General. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

August  24, 1863. 

Kespectfully  submitted  to  the  General-in-Chief  for  his  perusal,  as  pro- 
posing a change  in  the  military  affairs  in  Missouri.  * The  enrollment  can- 
not be  made  very  rapidly  in  Missouri,  but  as  soon  as  it  is  completed  I 
suppose  the  draft  will  be  made  there  as  elsewhere.  I cannot  tell  when 
that  will  be. 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 

Frovost-Marslial-  General. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  15, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hauleck, 

Genera  l-in-  Chief : 


I have  just  heard  from  Steele  and  Davidson.  A gunboat  will  push 
up  White  River  to  Jacksonport.  The  river  is  very  full.  Steele  thinks  . 
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Kirby  Smith  in  person  is  at  Little  Kock.  Davidson  is  crossing  part  of 
his  force  in  coal  barges  near  Clarendon.  The  enemy  is  reported  forti- 
fying the  roads  into  Little  Eock.  Smith’s  troops  are  said  to  be  march- 
ing for  Little  Eock,  abandoning  Louisiana.  I ought  to  send  Steele 
another  brigade,  but  can  hardly  spare  them.  If  he  finds  he  needs 
them,  I,  of  course,  will  send  them  at  any  hazard.  If  General  Eosecrans 
could  clear  the  valley  of  the  Tennessee  by  a cavalry  division,  and  then 
unite  with’  a column  from  Corinth  and  drive  in  Joe  Johnston’s  right 
flank  as  far  down  as  Columbus,  Miss.,  I could  spare  5,000  men  to  Ar- 
kausas  with  safety  to  the  command.  I think  Steele  should  have  at ' 
least  10,000  infantry,  if  there  be  any  serious  intent  to  stand  at  Little 
Eock.  Steele  still  thinks  that  there  will  be  no  stand  until  they  reach 
Arkadelphia.  The  planters  are  running  off  their  negroes  southwest  of 
Little  Eock. 


(Duplicate  to  Schofield.) 


S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis.)  Tenn.,  August  15,  18G3. 


Lieut.  Col.  John  A.  Eawlins, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  Vichshurg,  Miss.: 

Sir  : General  Steele  has  started  from  Helena.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
the  enemy  will  stand  at  Little  Eock.  Kirby  Smith  is  reported  there  in 
person  and  his  troops  on  the  way  up,  abandoning  Louisiana.  If  they 
do,  and  concentrate  about  Little  Eock,  Steele  will  need  re-enforcements. 
I can  send  him  a brigade,  but  do  not  wish  to,  as  my  line  of  infantry  is 
weak.  He  should  have  5,000  good  men  to  make  it  absolutely  secure. 
If  Eosecrans  will  move  vigorously  on  my  left,  I can  spare  the  men  from 
Corinth,  and  will  spare  them  if  it  be  necessary.  Kimball’s  division,  now 
with  Steele,  is  not  in  good  order  nor  very  reiiable  troops.  Sickness  has 
reduced  them,  and  when  Steele  unites  with  Davidson  he  will  have  not 
more  than  11,000  to  12,000,  which  are  enough  for  the  Arkansas  army, 
but  not  enough  for  Kirby  Smith  in  addition.  The  expedition  will  be  a 
hard  one,  from  the  poverty  of  the  country  and  the  scarcity  of  water. 

Everything  quiet  here. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Minnesota, 

Saint  Paul,  August  15,  1863 — 10  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Pov^,  Milwaukee : 

General  Sibley’s  point  on  the  Missouri  Eiver  was  40  miles  by  land 
below  Fort  Clark.  Says  if  General  Sully  comes  up  soon,  he  will  entirely 
destroy  the  Indians.  For  three  nights  he  fired  artillery  and  sent  up 
signal  rockets,  but  received  no  response  from  General  Sully.  Major 
Selfridge  starts  with  your  dispatch  to-day. 

S.  MILLEE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

Big  Cypress  Bayou ^ August  16,  1863. 
Alaj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  dispatch  received 
from  General  Davidson  at  this  camp  at  4 p.  m.  to-day. 

According  to  information  which  I have  received  from  different  sources, 
I have  no  doubt  but  that  Davidson  is  right  in  regard  to  Kirby  Smith 
being  at  Little  Eock  now,  and  that  the  rebels  are  going  to  make  a stand 
at  Bayou  Meto.  Their  force  is  much  larger  than  ours  now,  and,  with 
the  advantage  of  a deep  bayou  between  us,  and  of  the  fortifications 
which  they  are  constructing  and  which  I am  informed  we  cannot  avoid, 
together  with  the  disadvantages  to  us  of  a long  line  of  communications 
through  a country  almost  destitute  of  water,  I think  their  advantages 
over  us  are  too  great  j besides,  there  is  a strong  probability  that  at 
least  part  of  Kirby  Smith’s  forces  will  join  Price’s  before  we  can  reach 
there.  I therefore  agree  with  Davidson  that  we  should  have  at  least 
another  brigade  of  infantry.  Cavalry  cannot  do  much  against  fortifica- 
tions. Davidson  thinks  we  have  plenty  of  artillery.  We  could  make 
out  with  what  artillery  we  have,  no  doubt,  but  10-pounder  Parrotts  are 
tbe  heaviest.  Two  20-pounders  of  the  same  arm  would  be  much  more 
effective  against  works  of  any  sort  than  all  the  guns  we  have.  I have 
lately  had  experience  on  this  subject.  They  would  be  about  as  easily 
transported  as  the  10-pounders.  At  all  events,  I hope  that  the  infantry 
re-enforcements  will  be  sent  up  White  Eiver  by  steamer  immediately. 
I do  not  intend  waiting  for  them,  but  they  can  join  us  in  time  to  pre- 
vent a failure  of  the  expedition,  in  case  we  have  been  correctly  informed 
in  regard  to  the  enemy’s  strength.  They  know  exactly  almost  what 
force  we  have,  and,  if  they  make  a stand,  they  will  be  fully  prepared 
for  it.  I endeavored  to  procure  water-kegs  while  at  Helena,  but  could 
not  do  so.  I request  that  six  hundred,  at  least,  more,  if  possible,  may 
be  sent  with  invoice,  and  my  assistant  quartermaster  will  receipt  for 
the  same.  Please  give  me  an  early  reply. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED’K  STEELE, 

Major- General. 

P.  S. — The  bushwhackers  wounded  one  of  our  wagon-masters  to-day 
with  three  buckshot.  We  caught  one  of  them.  I shall  be  at  Claren- 
don, with  all  my  force,  early  to- morrow.  Dice’s  division  reached  there 
yesterday. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

Clarendon^  Ark.,  August  15,  1863. 

Major-General  Steele, 

Commanding  Army  of  Arkansas : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  expedition 
which  I sent  up  the  river,  consisting  of  two  gunboats,  under  Captain 
Bache,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  a battalion  of  the  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry, 
under  Major  Eberhart,  and  of  which  I advised  you  by  letter  of  the  11th 
instant,  has  returned,  completely  successful.  Tlie  gunboats  captured 
in  the  Little  Eed  the  two  rebel  steamers  Kaskaskia  and  Tom  Suggs, 
in  complete  running  order,  and  destroyed  the  bridge  of  flats  or  pontoon 
bridge  over  which  the  ubiquitous  Marmaduke  had  crossed  the  greater 
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part  of  bis  cavalry  to  the  south  side  of  Little  Ked.  This  was  near 
Searcy.  Major  Eberbart  lost  2 men  killed  and  5 wounded,  and  one  of 
the  naval  officers  was  wounded  slightly.  This  infiintry  was  attached  to 
iny  division  as  the  guards  to  my  batteries. 

The  information  brought  by  the  expedition  is  of  a very  positive  char- 
acter. Kirby  Smith  is  at  Little  Eock,  and  the  rebels  are  concentrating 
and  throwing  up  rifie-pits  at  Bayou  Meto,  12  miles  this  side  of  Little 
Eock,  their  left  resting  upon  Brownsville.  Marmaduke,  who  keeps 
Missouri  in  a fright,  is  positively  on  the  south  side  of  Little  Eed,  where 
I believed  him  to  be,  and  on  his  way,  with  part  of  his  cavalry,  dismounted, 
to  join  Price. 

1 think,  my  dear  general,  every  hour  is  precious  to  us  now,  and  that 
you  should  have  another  brigade,  at  least,  of  infantry.  We  are  rich  in 
artillerj^  I am  endeavoring  to  gain  all  needful  information  for  you.  I 
would  be  obliged  to  you  to  inform  Schofield  of  our  success,  so  that  he 
may  not  be  apprehensive  of  a raid  into  Missouri.  We  must  have  water- 
kegs  sent  out,  one  for  each  ambulance  and  wagon,  if  possible. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DAYIDSOK, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Station  Taherville,  Mo.,  August  16,  1863. 

General  Ewing, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border,  Kansas  City,  Mo. : 


Sir  : I received  information  last  night  from  the  citizens  near  German-  . 
town  that  Marchbanks  was  in  that  neighborhood  with  from  40  to  50 
men,  threatening  to  devastate  that  country,  and  that  he  had  burned 
one  house  near  that  place  on  last  Wednesday  night.  They  requested 
me  to  render  them  immediate  assistance.  Having  sent  a part  of  my 
teams  to  Sedalia  for  rations,  with  an  escort  of  60  men,  I did  not  con- 
sider that  I was  in  a situation  to  render  them  any  valuable  assistance 
unless  I moved  my  command  up  there  for  a few  days.  I accordingly 
sent  Captain  Wyckoff,  of  Company  H,  with  a portion  of  his  company 
up  there  this  morning,  with  instructions  to  reconnoiter  the  country 
around  Germantown,  and  hold  the  place  until  I get  there  with  the  bal- 
ance of  the  command,  which  I expect  to  do  on  to-morrow.  The  situa- 
tion we  are  in  at  this  post  makes  it  wholly  impossible  for  us  to  hold 
the  place,  furnish  ourselves  with  rations,  and  do  any  considerable 
scouting.  We  have  to  haul  our  rations  a distance  of  80  miles.  What 
forage  we  get  has  to  be  hauled  from  30  to  35  miles.  We  have  to  go  for 
our  mail  a distance  of  20  miles.  Having  all  these  to  attend  to,  leaves 
us  but  few  men  to  scout  with,  and  so  I concluded  to  move  my  command 
up  to  Germantown  for  a few  days  until  I could  scour  the  country  around 
that  place,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  hear  from  you  and  get  i)ermission, 
if  consistent  with  your  views,  to  remain  there  until  that  post  can  be 
ppplied  with  other  troops,  for  I think  as  long  as  there  are  troops  needed 
in  this  country  they  will  be  needed  there  more  than  at  any  other  point, 
it  being  nearly  entirely  a loyal  settlement  and  one  of  considerable  wealth, 
whilst  the  property  at  and  around  this  post  is  entirely  secesh.  I do  not 
believe  there  is  $1,000  worth  of  loyal  property  in  10  miles  of  this  post, 
and  I do  not  think  the  bushwhackers  would  have  any  inclination  to 
destroy  the  property  in  and  around  this  post.  If  my  move  to  German- 
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towu  is  thought  not  to  be  advisable,  please  inform  me,  and  1 will  return 
to  this  post  immediately. 

The  command  at  this  post  has  labored  under  a great  many  disad- 
vantages this  summer,  more  perhaps  than  any  other  portion  of  our 
regiment,  and  yet  we  have  not  been  altogether  idle.  I am  willing  to 
compare  our  labor  with  any  other  portion  of  the  regiment,  taking  into 
consideration  the  advantages  and  disadvantages.  We  have  killed  4 
bushwhackers,  captured  15  head  of  horses,  and  rescued  4 negroes,  who 
were  being  taken  south  j we  have  captured  4 prisoners  and  a rebel 
mail,  and  have  not  had  a man  either  killed  or  wounded,  and  3^et  1 have 
been  informed  that  it  has  been  reported  that  we  have  been  idle,  whilst 
others,  who  have  not  done  near  so  much  service  and  have  had  at  least 
one  man  killed  and  another  one  wounded,  claim  that  they  have  done  all 
the  work  in  this  part  of  the  country.  I forwarded  you  the  rebel  mail 
captured  last  week,  which  I am  in  hopes  you  have  received.  I shall 
keep  you  iiosted  in  regard  to  our  movements. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  McGHEE, 

Major,  Commanding  Station, 


Headquarters, 
Warrenshurg,  Mo.,  August  16, 1863. 

Col.  James  McFerran,  . 

First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Lexington,  Mo. : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  I have  managed  to  entrap 
one  noted  bushwhacker.  I ascertained  where  there  were  some  that 
frequented  a certain  house.  On  yesterday  I ordered  a scout  of  20  men, 
under  command  of  Captain  Peery,  to  start  at  dark  and  proceed  to  the 
place  referred  to,  which  is  about  8 miles  from  here,  with  orders  to  conceal 
their  horses  in  the  brush  and  then  surround  the  house,  and  keep  con- 
cealed until  after  breakfast-time,  at  the  same  time  to  leave  a guard  with 
the  horses,  which  the  captain  executed  to  the  letter.  About  sunrise  this 
morning,  they  discovered  a man  sitting  on  the  porch.  They  raised  up 
out  of  the  weeds,  and  the  man  started  to  run.  On  being  ordered  to  halt, 
continued  to  run,  and  the  shooting  commenced.  The  captain  says’ almost 
every  shot  took  effect.  After  receiving  eight  or  ten  shots  he  fell  dead  ; 
his  name  was  Spencer ; he  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  worst  in  the  country. 
I find  the  only  way  to  get  them  is  to  waylay  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MILTOl!^^  BUEKIS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Lost. 


New  Madrid,  Mo.,  August  17, 1863. 
Colonel  Hardinu,  Commanding  Post : 

Sir  : Being  one  of  the  many  that  have  been  broken  up  and  driven  from 
home  and  jiroperty  by  the  hoards  of  guerrillas  that  infest  that  part  of 
the  country  of  which  I am  a citizen,  and  being  obliged  to  fly  from  the 
place  that  gave  me  birth,  and  not  wishing  to  leave  all  that  has  taken 
me  a life-time  to  accumulate,  and  not  wishing  to  yield  so  readily  to  these 
bands  of  thieves  and  rebels,  I have  been  spending  my  time  and  money 
in  organizing  a few  good  and  tried  men  as  scouts,  to  punish  these  in- 
truders of  our  peace.  Not  wishing  to  act  without  proper  authority,  I 
would  most  respectfully  say  that  I have  now  25  men  in  my  company, 
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who  will  furnish  their  own  horses,  without  any  expense  to  the  General 
Government  whatever.  But  the  greatest  thing  needed  is  arms  to  do  with, 
and  but  a small  amount  of  provisions,  if  needed.  Knowing  the  country 
from  this  point  to  Fort  Pillow,  also  the  feelings  and  dispositions  of  the 
inhabitants  as  well  as  can  possibly  be  known,  and  as  there  is  no  Fed- 
eral force  in  this  part  of  Arkansas  to  which  I allude,  to  check  these 
rebels,  I will  agree  to  clean  them  out  between  these  points,  namely.  Saint 
Francis  and  Little  Kiver  and  the  Mississippi,  a distance  of  about  40 
miles,  which  is  difficult,  on  account  of  the  nature  of  the  country,  for 
any  large  force  to  penetrate,  and  as  few  men  know  this  part  of  country 
well  enough  to  effect  these  marauders,  and  as  I have  been  a resident  of 
Mississippi  County  for  the  last  twelve  years,  having  dealt  in  land  and 
stock  during  that  time,  which  has  given  me  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
the  country  and  people  as  well  as  can  be  known  by  any  man.  We  have 
been  connected  with  the  Federal  army  as  scouts  under  General  Dodge, 
at  Trenton,  Tenn.,  for  six  months  j also  under  Colonel  [E.  H.]  Wolfe, 
commanding  station  of  Fort  Pillow,  for  the  last  three  months.  We  think 
we  have  been  of  some  service  to  our  country.  We  now  wish  to  clear  out 
our  homesteads,  that  our  families  may  have  some  peace  and  a place  to 
stay  in  this  our  country.  We  wish  to  act  as  a Home  Guard,  and  scout 
this  region  of  country.  The  rebel  forces  lie  from  50  to  100  miles  west  of 
this  place,  and  are  continually  spying  out  the  inhabitants  and  conscript- 
ing them,  and  smuggling  through  supplies. 

Hoping  this  will  meet  your  favorable  consideration,  I am  very  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

LUKE  LAKIER. 


[Indorsement.] 


Kew  Madrid,  August  19,  1863. 

Kespectfully  forwarded  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  de- 
partment. Such  a corps  as  that  referred  to  within  would  be  of  use  in 
this  region  and  below. 

CHESTEE  HAEDIKG,  Jr., 

Colonel^  Commanding  Post. 

[Inclosure.] 


United  States  Gunboat  Fawn, 

Off  New  Madrid,  August  17,  1863. 
Colonel  Harding,  Commanding  Military  Post,  New  Madrid  : 

Sir  : I take  pleasure  in  recommending  to  your  notice  Mr.  Lanier  as  a 
man  worthy  of  confidence.  He  is  intelligent  and  reliable,  and  I believe 
him  capable  of  fulfilling  whatever  he  proposes. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  E.  GEACE, 

Commanding. 


Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

Clarendon,  Arlc.,  August  18,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General  : Nothing  has  occurred  since  my  arrival  here  to  change  the 
opinion  expressed  in  my  letter  from  Big  Cypress.  * 

Our  scouts  have  had  several  skirmishes  on  the  other  side  of  the  river 


* Of  August  16.  See  p.  454. 
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and  taken  several  prisoners.  They  all  say  that  they  do  not  regret  being 
taken,  and  answer  oiir  questions  promptly  in  regard  to  the  prepara- 
tions being  made  to  defend  Little  Lock.  They  say  Kirby  Smith  is  at 
Bayou  Meto  and  Price  at  Little  Lock,  both  fortifying.  Smith’s  troops 
had  not  arrived  at  Little  Eock  three  days  ago.  I have  guides',  men  well 
acquainted  with  the  country,  who  say  they  think  that  if  we  follow  Bayou 
Meto  to  near  the  Arkansas,  we  can  cross  and  turn  the  fortifications. 
Davidson’s  division  finished  crossing  over  White  to  day.  We  had  to 
build  a corduroy  road  for  2 miles  across  the  bottom  on  the  other  side. 
Harris’  Perry,  7 miles  below,  is  a better  landing,  and  there  is  a good 
road  out  from  the  river,  but  there  are  several  bayous  intervening 
between  here  and  there  on  this  side.  We  shall,  therefore,  cross  every- 
thing over  here,  and  reach  the  prairie  on  the  other  side  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. We  have  several  hundred  sick,  including  those  of  Davidson’s 
division,  and  shall  establish  a hospital  at  this  place,  so  near  the  river 
that  it  will  be  under  cover  of  the  gunboats.  We  shall  also  leave  some 
stores,  to  be  protected  by  them.  The  rebels  seem  to  have  withdrawn 
all  their  forces  from  this  side,  and  have  nothing  near  here  on  the  other 
side,  except  pickets  and  outposts.  Devall’s  Bluff  is  entirely  abandoned. 
They  have  not  yet  done  any  damage  to  the  railroad,  and  the.  trains 
have  not  been  heard  of  since  the  steamboats  were  captured  by  Bache. 
When  we  get  Little  Lock  and  the  railroad,  Devall’s  Bluff'  will  be  the 
point  for  our  depot  on  the  White.  On  consulting  Davidson  and  his 
officers  in  regard  to  sending  a cavalry  force  to  Memphis',  along  the  line 
of  the  projected  railroad,  they  all  say  it  is  impracticable.  All  the 
bridges  and  boats  of  every  description  were  destroyed  by  them,  and 
could  not  be  improvised  by  a iiarty  of  cavalrymen,  and  without  some- 
thing of  the  sort  some  of  the  streams  could  not  be  crossed.  Every- 
body with  whom  I have  conversed  on  the  subject  reports  against  the 
practicability  of  constructing  this  road  without  great  labor  and  at  an 
enormous  expense.  My  guide  informs  me  that  he  passed  oyer  the  road, 
or  a large  part  of  it,  this  season  in  a boat,  and  that  the  water  was  in 
many  iilaces  over  the  road  for  several  miles  in  extent  15  feet  or  over. 

I hope  you  will,  after  receiving  this  statement  of  the  facts,  excuse  me 
for  not  communicating  with  Memphis  by  cavalry.  It  would  not  be  safe 
to  send  less  than  two  squadrons,  and  I liave  not  the  men  to  spare,  pro- 
vided it  were  practicable.  You  will  observe  by  my  returns  of  the  10th 
instant  that  the  aggregate  of  all  arms  for  duty  amounts  to  only  11,790. 
Many  have  reported  sick  on  the  march,  and  about  1,000  of  the  conva- 
lescents that  were  to  join  us  by  water  have  not  yet  arrived.  However, 
I shall  push  on,  and  if  the  rebels  make  a determined  stand,  will  use 
intrenching  tools  until  re-enforcements  come  up. 

Very  truly,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

EEED’K  STEELE, 

Major-General. 


Headquaetees  Disteict  of  Easteen  Aekansas, 

Helena^  Arlc.,  August  18,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Feed.  Steele,  Commanding : 

Geneeal:  Capt.  James  E.  Young,  Fifth  Kansas,  bearer  of  your  dis- 
patches to  Major-Generals  Grant  and  Hurlbut,  arrived  here  yesterday, 
and  your  dispatches  have  been  ijromptly  forwarded.  I still  remain 
without  written  instructions  from  you.  We  are  using  all  possible  care 
and  labor  to  send  on  your  supplies,  but  our  force  here  is  inadequate  to 
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the  work  required,  and  sometimes  delay  occurs  on  that  account.  We 
have  finally  succeeded  in  organizing  the  convalescent  camp  to  a certain 
degree,  and  are  busy  selecting  the  shirks  from  the  really  unable  men. 
Men  fit  for  duty  belonging  to  regiments  with  the  expedition  will  be  sent 
with  every  boat.  Two  hundred  men  have  been  detailed  as  nurses  to 
take  charge  of  the  sick,  under  charge  of  Surgeon  York.  The  number  of 
sick  as  far  as  ascertained  at  present  is  1,111. 

With  the  hard  labor  to  be  performed,  the  small  force  left  at  this  post 
is  fast  declining  in  health. 

It  is  reported  that  the  bridges  over  Cypress  Bayou  and  Big  Creek  are 
destroyed.  Captain  NToble  reports  that  he  has  a train  ready  for  you, 
but  we  have  no  escort  to  send  with  it.  This  being  your  base  of  sup- 
plies, I would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  garrison  of  this  post  be 
strengthened  by  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  regiment  of  cavalry. 

We  have  received  no  regular  mail  for  three  days,  on  account  of  the 
courier  being  out  of  repairs.  I send  you  a few  late  papers. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  , 

M.  MONTGOMEEY, 

Col.  Twenty-fifth  Wisconsin  Yols.^  Comdg.  JDist.  of  Eastern  Arh. 

(Copy  to  Hurlbut.) 

[Indorsement.  ] 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Eelenaj  Arh.^  August  18,  1863. 
Major-General  Hurlbut,  ' 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps : 

I hereby  respectfully  forward  the  inclosed  copy  of  my  letter  to  Major- 
General  Steele,  the  re-enforcements  called  for  in  the  same  being  required 
immediately,  and  expecting  the  same  to  be  sent  by  you,  if  the  sugges- 
tion should  meet  your  approval. 


M.  MONTGOMERY, 


Colonel  Twenty-fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry., 

Commanding  District  of  Eastern  Arlcansas. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knob,  ilfo.,  August  18,  1863.  , 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  communicate  that  numerous  deserters 
from  the  rebel  army,  refugees,  and  paroled  men  are  arriving  at  this  post 
from  the  State  line,  Jacksonport,  Little  Rock,  &c.  They  state  that 
Price  is  12  miles  from  Little  Rock,  building  strong  fortifications  on  the 
Bayou  Meto,  and  expecting  to  be  joined  by  Kirby  Smith. 

Marmaduke  is  at  Jacksonport,  and  his  command,  aggregating  nearly 
5,000,  are  scattered  in  different  camps  from  Pocahontas  to  Batesville. 
Burbridge  holds  Pocahontas.  Camp  rumors  were  that  Marmaduke  was 
contemplating  the  redemption  of  Missouri  once  more. 

Holmes  died  on  Sunday,  August  2,  of  delirium  tremens.  One  in- 
formed assures  me  that  he  saw  his  body  lying  in  state  at  headquarters, 
and  that  he  is  very  dead.  Price  is  in  command.  Governor  Reynolds 
at  Little  Rock.  I have  sent  an  expedition  from  this  point,  which  will 
to-day  be  joined  at  Greenville  by  a similar  party  from  Cape  Girardeau. 
The  united  command  will  go  down  as  far  as  Pitman^s  Ferry,  and  it  may 
be  Pocahontas,  and  return  via  Spring  River  and  Centreville.  I trust 
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they  will  obtain  reliable  information  touching  the  movements  of  rebel 
force,  and  clear  but  the  guerrilla  gangs  of  Keves  and  Freeman.  AVhy- 
bark,  the  captured  provost-marshal,  has  probably  been  murdered.  He 
was  released  on  parole  at  Jacksonport,  with  two  soldiers  who  were  cap- 
tured with  him,  and  was  returning  to  this  post  on  foot ; was  retaken  by 
a gang  with  blackened  faces  15  miles  this  side  of  Doniphan,  and  hurried 
into  the  woods ; was  shot  in  one  of  his  legs  as  he  was  seized.  Soldiers 
with  him  have  arrived  here.  I shall  use  every  available  man  I have  in 
keeping  my  district  a hot  place  for  these  guerrillas,  and,  if  the  regular 
Confederate  force  invades  my  territory,  will  give  them  the  best  we  have. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLINTOK  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  the  Border, 

No.  9.  j Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  18,  1863. 

I.  Lieut.  Col.  Walter  King,  Fourth  Eegiment  Missouri  State  Militia, 
will,  as  often  as  may  be  necessary,  visit  the  several  military  stations  in 
that  part  of  Missouri  included  in  this  district,  and  ascertain  what  negroes 
are  there  who  desire  escort  out  of  Missouri,  and  were  they  slaves  of  per- 
sons who,  since  the  17th  day  of  July,  1862,  have  been  engaged  in  the 
rebellion,  or  have  in  any  way  given  aid  or  comfort  thereto.  He  will 
make  and  certify  a list  of  all  such  negroes  at  each  of  such  stations,  and 
of  the  persons  by  whom  the  disloyalty  of  their  master  can  be  shown, 
and  will  deliver  one  copy  of  such  list  to  the  commander  of  such  station 
and  forward  one  to  these  headquarters.  Before  preparing  such  lists  he 
will  give  due  and  i)ublic  notice  of  the  time  at  which  he  will  be  engaged 
in  such  duty  at  each  station.  He  will  be  governed  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  by  special  written  instructions  received  from  or  through  these 
headquarters. 

II.  Commanders  of  such  stations  will  furnish  from  time  to  time,  as 
they  may  be  called  for  by  commanders  of  escorts,  copies  of  the  lists  so 
prepared  and  filed  with  them,  and  will  issue  rations,  where  necessary, 
to  negroes  named  in  such  lists  who  are  unable  to  move  from  such  sta- 
tion or  to  earn  a living  there,  until  escort  can  be  furnished  them  to  a 
place  of  safety  where  they  can  support  themselves. 

III.  Commanders  of  companies  or  detachments  serving  in  that  part 
of  Missouri  included  in  this  district  will  give  escort  and  subsistence, 
where  practicable,  to  all  negroes  named  in  such  certified  lists  to  Inde- 
pendence, Kansas  City,  Westport,  or  the  State  of  Kansas,  sending  direct 
to  these  headquarters  all  such  negroes  fit  for  military  duty  and  willing 
to  enlist. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing: 

P.  B.  PLUMB, 

Major  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  the  Border, 

No.  10.  1 Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  18,  1863. 

I.  Officers  commanding  companies  and  detachments  will  give  escort 
and  subsistence,  as  far  as  practicable,  through  that  part  of  Missouri  in- 
cluded in  this  district,  to  all  loyal  free  persons  desiring  to  remove  to 
the  State  of  Kansas  or  to  permanent  military  stations  m Missouri,  in- 
cluding all  persons  who  have  been  ascertained  in  the  manner  provided 
in  General  Orders,  No.  9,  of  this  district  to  have  been  the  slaves  of  tier 
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sons  engaged  in  aiding  the  rebellion  since  July  17, 1862.  Where  neces- 
sary, the  teams  of  persons  who  have  aided  the  rebellion  since  September 
25,  1862,  will  be  taken  to  help  such  removal,  and,  after  being  used  for 
that  purpose,  will  be  turned  over  to  the  officer  commanding  the  nearest 
military  station,  who  will  at  once  report  them  to  an  assistant  provost- 
marshal  or  to  the  district  provost-marshal,  and  hold  them  subject  to  his 


orders. 

II.  Such  officers  will  arrest,  and  send  to  the  district  provost-marshal 
for  punishment,  all  men  (and  all  women  not  heads  of  families)  who  will- 
fully aid  and  encourage  guerrillas,  with  a written  statement  of  the 
names  and  residences  of  such  persons  and  of  the  proof  against  them. 
They  will  discriminate  as  carefully  as  possible  between  those  who  are 
compelled,  by  threats  or  fears,  to  aid  the  rebels  and  those  who  aid  them 
from  disloyal  motives.  The  wives  and  children  of  known  guerrillas, 
and  also  women  who  are  heads  of  families  and  are  willfully  engaged  in 
aiding  guerrillas,  will  be  notified  by  such  officers  to  remove  out  of  this 
district  and  out  of  the  State  of  Missouri  forthwith.  They  will  be  per- 
mitted to  take,  unmolested,  their  stock,  provisions,  and  household 
goods.  If  they  fail  to  remove  promptly,  they  will  be  sent  by  such  offi- 
cers, under  escort,  to  Kansas  City  for  shipment  south,  with  their  clothes 
and  such  necessary  household  furniture  and  provision  as  may  be  worth 
removing. 

III.  Persons  who  have  borne  arms  against  the  Government,  and  vol- 
untarily lay  them  down  and  surrender  themselves  at  a military  station, 
will  be  sent,  under  escort,  to  the  district  provost-marshal  at  these  head- 
quarters. Such  persons  will  be  banished,  with  their  families,  to  such 
State  or  district  out  of  this  department  as  the  general  commanding  the 
department  may  direct,  and  will  there  remain  exempt  from  other  mili- 
tary punishment  on  account  of  their  past  disloyalty,  but  not  exempt 
from  civil  trial  for  treason. 

IV.  NTo  officer  or  enlisted  man,  without  siiecial  instructions  from  these 
headquarters,  will  burn  or  destroy  any  buildings,  fences,  crops,  or  other 
property,  but  all  furnaces  and  fixtures  of  blacksmiths’  shops  in  that  part 
of  Missouri  included  in  this  district  not  at  military  stations  will  be  de 
stroyed,  and  the  tools  either  removed  to  such  stations  or  destroyed. 

V.  Commanders  of  companies  and  detachments  serving  in  Missouri 
will  not  allow  persons  not  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
to  accompany  them  on  duty,  except  when  employed  as  guides,  and  will 
be  held  responsible  for  the  good  conduct  of  such  men  employed  as 
guides,  and  for  their  obedience  to  orders. 

VI.  Officers  and  enlisted  men  belonging  to  regiments  or  companies, 
organized  or  unorganized,  are  prohibited  going  from  Kansas  to  the  Dis- 
trict of  Korthern  Missouri  without  written  permission  or  order  from 
these  headquarters  or  from  the  assistant  provost-marshal  at  Leaven- 
worth City,  or  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  or  some  offi- 
cer commanding  a military  station  in  the  District  of  NTorthern  Missouri. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing : p p PLUMB 

Major  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquaetees  Sixteenth  Aemy  Coeps, 

3Iemphis,  Tenn.,  Atigiist  19,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis ^ Mo.  : 

I am  now  moving  a brigade  of  infantry  to  re-enforce  Steele.  They  will 
leave  for  Helena  to-morrow  and  the  day  after,  and  march  to  Clarendon. 


4G2 


MO.j  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 

The  enemy  in  force  are  reported  fortifying  at  Bayou  Meto ; strength 
uncertain;  probably,  however,  stronger  than  our  united  column.  If 
it  be  necessary  to  breach  fortifications,  either  there  or  at  Little  Eock, 
Steele  v/ants  a battery  of  20-pounder  Parrott  guns.  I have  no  such  guns 
in  movable  condition,  nor  am  I sure  that  General  Grant  has,  in  con- 
dition for  transportation.  I am  now  sending  Davidson  ammunition. 

The  question  of  forage  for  this  command  is  a very  serious  one,  but  we 
are  exerting  every  nerve  to  obtain  it.  Your  personal  attention  to  it  at 
Saint  Louis  may  expedite  matters. 

When  Steele  receives  the  re-enforcements,  he  will  have  15,000  men, 
with  a full  supply  of  field  guns.  All  that  is  wanting  now  is  a rise  in 
the  Arkansas,  which  I do  not  expect  before  October. 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major  ~ General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Mem]^lm^  Tenn.,  Atigiist  19,  1863. 

Major-General  Steele, 

Commanding  Arkansas  Expedition : 


General  : I have  on  the  march  to  this  place  True’s  brigade  of  in- 
fantry and  a light  battery.  They  will  bring  2,300  men  for  duty,  healthy 
and  active,  and  will  be  ordered  to  report  by  boat  to  Helena,  thence  by 
land  to  Clarendon  to  you.  This  is  all  I can  spare  just  now,  unless  you 
are  in  great  need,  in  which  case  I will  send  you  the  Memphis  brigade. 
I am  ready  to  supply  you  to  the  last  extremity,  but  wish  to  throw  no 
more  troops  over  there  than  I can  avoid,  on  account  of  supplies.  I 
expect  good  things  from  the  expedition,  and  as  soon  as  the  water  rises 
in  the  Arkansas  will  be  able  to  throw  any  required  force  into  the  coun- 
try. Without  knowing  much  of  the  country,  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
Bayou  IMeto  can  be  turned.  I»  have  sent  for  20-pounder  Parrotts ; I 
have  none  that  are  horsed.  Keep  me  advised  when  you  have  oppor- 
tunity, and,  if  you  once  break  their  array,  let  Davidson’s  cavalry  pursue 
remorselessly ; severe  punishment  is  humanity  in  these  cases.  Seize 
the  railroad  and  rolling-stock,  if  possible,  and  send  me  estimate  of  what 
it  will  take  to  repair  and  run  it  from  Memphis. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HUELBDT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  oe  the  PRON^tiER, 

Fort  Blunt,  August  19,  1863. 


Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fort  Scott: 


Major  : To-day  I have  a burning  fever  again,  and  the  prospect  looks 
as  though  I might  be  quite  sick.  I have  all  the  time  so  far  kept  about 
(with  the  exception  of  a few  days  when  first  attacked)  and  attended  to 
business,  but  as  soon  as  I get  this  express  off  I shall  remain  quiet. 
This  is  discouraging.  I have  been  waiting  for  my  health  to  sufficiently 
recover  to  cross  into  Dixie.  When  I thought  I could  venture,  and  was 
about  to  issue  orders,  I heard  unofficially  that  Colonel  Cloud  was  mov- 
ing down  through  Fayetteville  with  1,500  troops  and  four  guns  of  Eabb’s 
battery.  I immediately  sent  a dispatch  to  him,  and  concluded  to  post- 
pone movements  until  I heard  from  this,  which  I have  not  yet  done.  I 
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ordered  the  Second  Kansas  and  Kabb’s  battery  to  this  place  by  rapid 
inarches. 

On  the  17th,  several  of  the  Second  Kansas  arrived  from  Colonel  Cloud, 
through  whom  he  reported  to  me  verbally.  Fearing  my  orders  had  not 
reached  him,  I sent  his  own  messengers  back  this  morning,  repeating 
the  orders,  so  that  I expect  these  troops  to  arrive  at  any  hour.  As  soon 
as  I get  them  up,  I shall  move  against  the  enemy  if  I am  able  to  be 
hauled  in  my  carriage,  and  will  run  tlie  risk  of  being  able  to  sit  on  my 
mule  when  the  tug  of  war  comes. 

Steele  has  fallen  back  to  Briartown,  on  the  Canadian.  I think  he  has 
withdrawn  wliat  troops  he  had  at  Fort  Smith  and  concentrated  them  at 
this  one  point,  and  from  indications  the  last  few  days  I think  he  has 
concluded  he  may  have  to  abandon  this  country,  as  the  rebels  have  been 
engaged  lately  in  moving  their  families  soutli  to  Bed  Kiver.  General 
Steele  sent  his  own  family  south  from  Fort  Smith  a few  days  since.  It 
is  also  decidedly  my  opinion  that  they  will  have  to  abandon  this  coun- 
try now  if  I am  not  sick.  If  I succeed  as  I expect  when  I cross  the 
river,  I shall  occupy  Fort  Smith  permanently  with  a part  of  the  force, 
making  this  the  main  depot  for  supplies,  and  convey  them  from  here  to 
that  point  in  the  transportation  belonging  to  the  command  until  they 
can  come  through  some  other  channel.  I can  then  fatten  my  stock, 
which  needs  it  badly. 

The  weather  is  very  warm,  98  degrees  in  the  shade,  and  I am  losing 
many  horses  that  give  out  on  scouts  and  have  to  be  abandoned.  I have 
been  buying  up  all  the  horses  that  are  to  be  had,  but  the  deficiency  can- 
not be  supplied  in  that  way.  If  I succeed  as  I wish,  I hope  to  capture 
some  from  the  enemy.  The  mules,  many  of  them,  are  awful,  though  bet- 
ter than  when  I came,  but  the  weather  is  so  hot  that,  together  with  the 
flies  and  tough  grass,  they  do  not  imjirove  any  now,  and  can  only  hold 
their  own  when  they  are  not  used. 


* * # * 

Yours,  truly. 


* * # 

JAS.  G.  BLUKT, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milicaulcee^  August  20,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  inclosed  reports  of  Briga- 
dier-General Sibley  and  his  subordinates,  of  the  late  Indian  campaign,* 
and  the  battles  fought  with  the  hostile  Sioux.  The  results  of  this  ex- 
pedition furnish  a sufficient  commentary  upon  the  representations  and 
recommendations  made  to  you  and  the  Secretary  of  War  by  irresponsi- 
ble persons  concerning  the  organization  and  conduct  of  this  expedition 
and  the  condition  of  Indian  affiairs  in  Minnesota.  It  is  easy  for  per- 
sons who  are  not  responsible  for  results  to  find  fault  and  give  advice, 
but  nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  if  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Will- 
iamson and  others  had  been  adopted,  and  any  force  sent  against  the 
Indians  much  smaller  than  Sibley  took  with  him,  such  force  would  have 
been  cut  to  pieces  or  driven  back,  and  the  whole  of  the  hostile  Indians 
precipitated  upon  the  frontier  settlements  of  Minnesota  and  Iowa.  Of 
course,  the  military  authorities  would  have  been  held  accountable,  and 

Probably  those  on  pp.  352-372,  Part  I. 
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properly  so,  whoever  might  have  been  these  advisers,  and  whosesoever 
counsels  had  been  adopted.  It  is  safe  to  suppose  that  the  military 
authorities  who  are  responsible  have  taken  every  possible  means  to 
acquaint  themselves  with  the  true  condition  of  affairs,  and  have  adopted 
such  measures  as  will  meet  the  case.  As  they  have  the  means  to  procure 
information  which  private  individuals  have  not,  there  can  be  no  reason- 
able doubt  but  that  they  are  better  informed  than  any  private  citizen 
whatsoever  upon  matters  peculiarly  their  own  business. 

I submit  these  remarks  because,  although  the  persons  who  have  been 
so  busy  in  fault-finding  in  the  matter  of  Indian  affairs  in  this  deiiart- 
ment  have  been  completely  discomfited  by  the  results  of  Sibley’s  cam- 
paign, it  may  be  certainly  predicted  that  they  will  not  be  long  resorting 
to  the  same  course,  and  with  the  same  confident  assurance.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  they  are  actuated  only  by  a desire  to  promote  the  public 
interest. 

General  Sully  has  not  made  the  progress  which  was  expected  of  him, 
and  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  have  made,  but  the  Indians  were  so 
badly  worsted  by  Sibley,  and  are  in  so  destitute  a condition,  that  he  has 
nothing  to  do  except  follow  up  Sibley’s  success  with  any  ordinary  energy 
and  the  whole  of  the  Indians  of  the  Upper  Missouri  will  be  reduced  to  a 
state  of  quiet  which  has  not  obtained  for  some  years.  General  Sibley’s 
expedition  has  reached  Fort  Abercrombie  by  this  date  j will  probably 
reach  the  Mississippi,  or  those  stations  near  it,  by  the  first  week  in 
September.  It  is  my  present  belief  (and  I have  no  doubt  a correct 
one)  that  I shall  be  able  at  once  to  send  south  four  of  the  five  regi- 
ments of  infantry  now  in  Minnesota,  and  one  battery  of  artillery.  I 
shall  expect  instructions  as  to  where  they  are  to  be  sent  in  time.  The 
regiment  of  Mounted  Eangers,  the  only  mounted  force  in  Minnesota, 
will  be  disbanded  by  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service  about  Octo- 
ber 1.  I would  request  that  authority  be  given  to  re-enlist  500  of  them 
for  another  year,  under  a lieutenant- colonel.  They  have  horses  and  arms, 
have  had  much  experience  in  frontier  service,  and  will  be  in  good  con- 
dition. With  one  regiment  of  infantry  distributed  at  the  various  posts  in 
Minnesota,  and  with  this  mounted  force  of  500  men,  I think  the  security 
of  the  frontier  will  be  effected  completely.  In  truth,  I do  not  myself 
believe  one-half  of  this  force  will  be  needed ; but  some  time  will  elapse 
before  the  apprehensions  of  the  frontier  settlers  will  be  allayed,  and  this 
force  will  be  required  to  give  them  sufficient  confidence  to  remain  on 
their  farms. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General^  Commanding, 


Memphis,  August  21,  [1863.] 

Major-General  Grant  : 

General  : I forgot  to  mention  to  you  a matter  as  to  which  I am  not 
sure  what  to  do.  Steele  reports  to  me.  I have  your  order  to  organize, 
&c.,  the  Arkansas  expedition.  The  infantry  is  from  my  corps,  but  you 
have  also  sent  me  a dispatch  from  General  Halleck  that  trooiis  serving 
in  this  expedition  shall  be  under  command  of  Major-General  Schofield. 
Will  you  iilease  inform  me  whether  I am  responsible  for  the  expedition, 
and,  if  so,  how  far  % 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-  General, 
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The  troops  with  Steele  are  in  Schofield’s  department,  and  will  be  sub- 
ject to  his  orders,  according  to  General  Halleck’s  dispatch;  but  being 
nearer  Steele  than  the  headquarters  of  the  department  in  which  he  is 
serving,  any  aid  you  can  give  him  it  is  advisable  you  should  give, 
whether  it  is  men  or  supplies  he  may  require. 

IJ.  S.  GEANT, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  22,  1863. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in- Chief : 

General  Steele  thinks  Kirby  Smith’s  force  is  marching  up  to  Little 
Eock  to  join  Price.  General  Hurlbut  says  if  General  Eosecrans  can 
clear  the  valley  of  the  Tennessee  and  unite  with  a force  from  Corinth, 
to  drive  back  Johnston,  he  can  spare  5,000  more  men  for  General  Steele. 
If  Steele’s  information  is  correct,  he  will  probably  want  more  force  than 
he  now  has. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

In  the  Fields  Fort  Blunt,  August  22, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the  10th  instant, 
relative  to  the  organization  of  the  Kansas  Indians  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  my  force  and  to  enable  me  to  get  possession  of  and  occupy 
the  whole  Indian  Territory,  preparatory  to  the  removal  thereto  of  the 
Kansas  Indians. 

There  are  several  reasons  why  I do  not  think  such  a policy  practicable 
or  advisable.  It  would  take  several  months  under  the  most  favorable 
circumstances  to  organize  and  put  into  the  field  the  Indians  referred  to, 
even  were  they  ready  and  willing  to  enlist,  of  which  fact  I am  not  ad- 
vised, but  presume  they  would  be  very  slow  to  enlist ; besides,  my  ex- 
perience thus  far  with  Indian  soldiers  has  convinced  me  that  they  are 
of  little  service  to  the  Government  compared  with  other  soldiers.  The 
Oherokees,  who  are  far  superior  in  every  respect  to  the  Kansas  Indians, 
did  very  good  service  while  they  had  a specific  object  in  view — the  pos- 
session and  occupation  of  their  own  country;  having  accomplished  that, 
they  have  become  greatly  demoralized  and  nearly  worthless  as  troops. 
I would  earnestly  recommend  that  (as  the  best  policy  the  Government 
can  pursue  with  these  Indian  regiments)  they  be  mustered  out  of  serv- 
ice some  time  during  the  coming  winter,  and  put  to  work  raising  their 
subsistence,  with  a few  white  troops  stationed  among  them  for  their 
protection. 

I would  not  exchange  one  regiment  of  negro  troops  for  ten  regiments 
of  Indians,  and  they  can  be  obtained  in  abundance  whenever  Texas  is 
reached. 

In  ten  days  from  this  date,  if  I have  the  success  I expect,  the  Indian 
Territory  south  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver  will  be  in  our  possession. 
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The  Second  Kansas  and  two  sections  of  Eabb’s  battery  arrived  here 
yesterday,  and  all  iny  available  force,  about  4,000,  are  now  crossing  the 
Arkansas. 

I shall  leave  in  a few  hours,  and  forty-eight  hours  hence,  if  the  enemy 
remain  in  their  present  position,  will  settle  the  contest  in  the  Indian 
country.  The  enemy’s  force  is  about  8,000,  yet,  with  the  odds  against 
me,  I have  no  fears  of  the  result.  I should  have  moved  against  them 
several  days, ago,  but  the  condition  of  my  health  prevented  it.  They 
evidently  contemplate  the  possibility  of  their  having  to  abandon  the 
entire  country  south  of  the  Arkansas  and  north  of  Eed  Eiver.  For 
the  last  two  weeks  they  have  been  moving  the  rebel  families  to  Texas. 
General  [William]  Steele  moved  his  family  south  from  Fort  Smith  a 
few  days  since.  If  defeated  now,  it  is  my  opinion  they  will  not  make 
another  stand  this  side  of  Eed  Eiver.  I will  write  you  more  fully  in  a 
few  days. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 

Fort  Blunt,  August  22,  1863. 

General  McNeil, 

Commanding  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  command  arrived, 
part  of  it  yesterday,  and  a part  are  just  near  at  this  time.  I learn  that 
Colonel  Catherwood  is  to  be  in  to-night. 

We  are  now  crossing  the  river,  with  the  intention  of  attacking  the 
enemy  at  or  near  Honey  Springs ; results  uncertain ; distance,  30  miles, 
perhaps  40  or  50;  numbers  uncertain,  but  we  have  a good  force  of  mixed 
troops. 

I received  such  information  from  General  Blunt  as  required  me  to 
come.  I will  report  from  time  to  time,  as  opportunity  occurs. 

I went  to  Bentonville,  Fayetteville,  Cane  Hill,  Cincinnati,  and  Ehea’s 
Mills,  then. to  Park  Hill  and  Fort  Blunt.  I chased  Colonel  Scott,  with 
five  companies,  across  the  Boston  Mountains,  south  of  Prairie  Grove, 
which  place  I visited.  There  are  about  250  men  in  various  parts  of 
Northern  Arkansas,  exclusive  of  Coffee.  I learn  that  Catherwood  had 
a good  chase  atter  Coffee,  and  took  his  ammunition.  My  command 
took  a team  and  5,000  rounds  of  ammunition  from  Scott’s  command. 

The  people  along  the  line  of  Arkansas  and  the  Nation  are  in  a dan- 
gerous situation  as  to  defense  against  the  Indians,  who  kill  and  iilunder 
at  will. 

I am  desirous  to  finish  this  campaign  and  return.  It  is  the  intention 
of  the  general  to  go  to  Fort  Smith,  and  I expect  to  enter  your  district 
at  Van  Buren  when  the  campaign  is  closed. 

My  earliest  opportunity  to  communicate  with  you  will  be  improved. 

Eespectfully, 

W.  F.  CLOUD, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


[P.  S.]— Inclosed  please  find  copies  of  order  under  which  I moved  to 
this  place.  When  they  were  received,  Colonel  Catherwood  had  not 
reported;  and  concluding  that  he  had  missed  me,  or  from  some  other 
reason  had  concluded  not  to  report  to  me,  and  being  loth  to  leave  the 
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train  in  the  woods  at  the  Line,  I came  on  with  the  Second  Battery,  leav- 
ing the  infantry  to  guard  the  train  to  this  place.  After  I left,  Cather- 
wood  came  to  the  train  and  came  on,  and  has  just  reported.  We  will 
return  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

Eespectfully, 

W.  F.  CLOUD, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 

[Inclosures.]  . 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

In  the  Field.,  Fort  Blunt,  C.  A.,  August  14,  18C3. 

Col.  William  F.  Cloud, 

Commanding  Troops  in  Western  Arhansas  : 

Colonel  : I hear  (unofficially)  that  Federal  troops  are  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fayetteville,  Ark.  Send  forward  the  Second  Kansas  and  Kabb’s 
battery  (if  in  your  command)  by  forced  marches.  They  should  march 
light,  with  cooked  rations,  and  let  transportation  follow  under  a light 
escort.  The  remainder  of  the  troops  should  occupy  position  near  Cin- 
cinnati or  Evansville.  The  necessity  for  the  forces  I request  is  press- 
ing. A battle  is  pending,  and  will  be  fought  within  a few  days,  with 
heavy  odds  against  me. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Major-  General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

In  the  Field,  Fort  Blunt,  August  19,  1863. 

Col.  William  F.  Cloud, 

Commanding  Troops  of  Northwestern  Arhansas  : 

Hearing  that  you  were  in  Benton  County,  with  a Federal  force,  I sent 
you  a dispatch,  copy  of  which  I here  forward  •,  but  as  yet  have  heard 
nothing  from  the  messenger  I sent,  and  do  not  know  that  it  has 
reached  you.  If  you  have  not  received  it,  and  moved  accordingly,  you 
will,  immediately  on  receipt  of  this,  send  the  Second  Kansas  and  Eabb’s 
battery  to  this  place  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

The  infantry,  with  a few  mounted  men  fo.r  picket  duty,  should  be  left 
with  the  supply  train  in  the  vicinity  of  Lindsay^s  Prairie,  or  farther 
south,  on  the  Line  road,  holding  themselves  ready  to  march  to  Fort 
Smith,  when  they  shall  receive  orders  so  to  do.  It  is  important  that 
the  movements  of  the  Second  Kansas  and  battery  should  be  as  rapid  as 
possible. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 


Leavenworth, 
August  22,  1863. 


Kansas  is  again  invaded  j Lawrence  burned  and  plundered.*  Will 


See  QuantrilTs  raid  iuto  Kansas,  August  20-58,  Part  I,  pp.  572-593. 
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you  order  commanding  officer  of  Leavenwortli  arsenal  to  turn  over  to 
the  State  one  thousand  stand  of  arms,  with  necessary  ammunition  and 
equipments'? 

THOMAS  OAENEY, 

Governor  of  Kansas. 


War  Department, 
Washington^  August  22,  1863. 
Governor  Carney,  Leavenworth^  Kans. : 

The  order  for  arms  and  ammunition,  requested  in  your  telegram  of 
this  evening,  has  been  given.  They  will  be  turned  over  on  your  requi- 
sition. Any  other  aid  you  require  will  be  given,  if  in  the  power  of  the 
Government. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

DevalVs  Bluffs  Arh.,  August  23, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Cor2)Sj  Memphis,  Tenn. : 

General  : Having  reconnoitered  the  different  routes,  I have  decided 
to  commence  my  line  of  operations  at  this  point,  and  have  moved  the 
depot  and  hospital  here  to-day.  The  site  chosen  is  a plateau  (oak 
opening),  high  bluff  on  the  river,  and  sloping  on  both  sides,  on  one  side 
a deep  ravine.  The  two  gunboats  which  are  to  remain  here  can  defend 
the  flanks,  and  an  intrenchment  can  be  thrown  up  in  rear,  which  will 
make  the  place  tolerably  secure  against  any  force  that  will  be  likely  to 
annoy  us  while  we  are  pushing  the  enemy  to  the  front.  The  buildings 
here  do  not  amount  to  much,  but  there  is  considerable  lumber,  and,  by 
sending  to  Clarendon  for  more,  we  can  erect  tolerable  shelter  for  the 
sick  and  the  supplies.  The  sick  list  is  frightful,  including  many  officers. 
One  brigade  is  commanded  by  a lieutenant-colonel,  two  colonels  having 
given  up  in  the  last  three  days.  If  you  do  not  send  re-enforcements,  I 
shall  very  likely  meet  with  a disaster.  This  is  the  poorest  command 
that  I have  ever  seen,  except  the  cavalry.  More  than  a thousand  here 
present  are  reported  unfit  for  duty,  and  about  one-half  of  the  command 
proper  are  absent.  Davidson’s  camp  is  at  Deadman’s  Lake,  about  15 
miles  this  side  of  Brownsville.  He  was  to  reconnoiter  the  latter  i)lace 
in  force  to-day.  Deserters  report  that  one  brigade  of  Kirby  Smith’s 
troops,  under  Erost,  were  at  Bayou  Meto.  Everything  indicates  that 
the  rebels  will  make  a determined  resistance  at  this  point.  We  need 
four  gunboats  on  this  river,  one  at  Saint  Charles,  two  at  this  point,  and 
one  as  a convoy.  Of  those  now  here,  one  is  unfit  for  service  and  the 
other  three  out  of  repair.  White  Eiver  is  at  present  a better  one  for 
the  purpose  of  navigation  than  the  Mississippi ; it  is  falling  now,  but 
will  rise  again  next  month,  and  can  be  depended  upon  all  the  time  for 
over  4 feet  of  water  to  this  point.  No  matter  what  steamboat  men  say, 
this  is  a fact.  I refer  you  to  Commander  Bache,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  regard 
to  the  facts  in  the  case.  No  pilot  is  required  j all  that  is  necessary  is 
to  keep  a boat  from  running  into  the  banks.  With  such  abase  as  this, 
it  will  be  a very  easy  matter  to  carry  on  operations  against  Little  Eock, 
if  proper  means  be  supplied.  We  hear  nothing  of  General  Blunt.  Pris- 
oners say  General  Cooper  has  fallen  back  to  Little  Eock.  A French- 
man from  New  Orleans,  who  was  at  Des  Arc,  confirms  the  accounts 
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which  I have  received  from  other  sources  in  regard  to  the  strength  and 
intentions  of  the  enemy.  He  says  Marinaduke  was  peremptorily  dis- 
missed the  service  for  allowing  our  gunboats  to  capture  the  two  steam- 
ers uj)  Little  Eed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

FEED’K  STEELE, 

Major  General. 

p.  s. — I have  received  notice  from  Helena  that  there  is  a supply  train 
for  this  command  waiting  there  for  an  escort.  Part  of  this  train  was 
sent  from  Cape  Girardeau  and  belongs  to  Davidson’s  division.  I can- 
not send  an  escort.  The  rebels  have  destroyed  the  bridge  we  built  over 
Big  Creek.  This  train  would  probably  be  sufficient  transportation  for 
another  brigade.  I think  this  command  has  enough  already  to  keep  it 
supplied  from  this  place. 


Headquartees  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

MeinpMsj  Tenn.,  August  24,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri^  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  : Under  the  present  state  of  orders,  as  I understand  them, 
the  troops  composing  Steele’s  expedition  are  under  your  military  com- 
mand. I bear  them  on  my  books  as  detached,  but  give  them  no  orders 
for  movements. 

I have  sent  to-day  four  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  battery,  by 
way  of  Helena  by  boat,  then  by  land  to  Clarendon,  to  report  to  Steele. 
Unless  I am  deceived,  this  force  will  be  sufficient.  If  not,  and  I am 
suddenly  called  upon  by  Steele,  I will  send  another  brigade  of  infantry, 
which  will  greatly  expose  my  line ; yet  it  shall  be  done  if  he  deems  it 
necessary.  Supplies  should  be  pushed  forward  from  Saint  Louis,  direct 
to  Clarendon. 

You  will,  of  course,  realize  my  singular  position,  furnishing  the  in- 
fantry for  this  expedition,  with  no  control  over  it,  and  will,  I trust, 
endeavor  to  give  such  directions  to  the  force  now  within  your  depart- 
ment as  will  lead  to  the  general  benefit. 

You  may  command  me  at  any  time  to  the  extent  of  my  means  of  co- 
operation. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  24,  1863. 
Brigadier- General  Ewing-,  Kansas  City : 

I will  send  six  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Missouri  Cavalry  (240  men) 
to  Sedalia,  with  orders  to  report  to  you.  Send  them  orders  at  Sedalia. 
I will  also  direct  General*  Brown  to  give  you  all  the  force  he  can  spare 
temporarily.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  call  on  the  Governor  of  Kansas 
to  furnish  you  a militia  force  to  guard  your  posts  a short  time,  so  that 
your  whole  cavalry  [force]  can  be  put  in  the  field  after  QuantrilH 
Spare  no  means  by  which  he  may  be  destroyed. 

j.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Xo.  85.  ) /Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  24,  18G3. 

The  orders  of  the  War  Department  give  the  provost-marshahgen- 
eral  of  this  department,  acting  under  instructions  from  the  commissary- 
general  of  prisoners,  control  of  all  military  prisons  in  the  department 
and  of  all  prisoners  confined  therein. 

All  provost- marshals,  prison  commanders,  and  other  officers  having 
charge  of  military  prisons,  or  the  custody  of  prisoners,  will  observe  and 
obey  such  instructions  as  they  may  receive  from  the  provost-marshal- 
general. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

0.  W.  MAESH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Xorthwest, 

Xo.  30.  1 MilwauTcee,  Wis.,  August  24,  1863. 

* ****** 

II.  The  First  Military  District  of  this  department  will  hereafter  be 
known  as  the  District  of  Dakota. 

III.  The  following  counties  of  the  State  of  Iowa  are  detached  from 
the  District  of  Iowa  and  annexed  to  the  District  of  Dakota,  viz : Cal- 
houn, Sac,  Ida,  Woodbury,  Plymouth,  Cherokee,  Buena  Vista,  Poca- 
hontas, Palo  Alto,  Clay,  O’Brien,  Sioux,  Buncombe,  Osceola,  Dickinson, 
and  Emmett.  ^ 

By  command  of  Major-General  Pope: 

J.  F.  MELIXE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Leavenworth,  August  24, 1863. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Just  returned  from  Lawrence.  City  in  ashes.  One  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  peaceable  citizens  now  known  to  be  murdered.  Enemy 
increasing.  Hordes  of  the  men  from  Price’s  and  Pemberton’s  commands 
are  upon  our  border.  Must  have  more  troops.  Either  the  Kansas 
regiments  should  be  ordered  to  defend  this  State  or  authority  should 
be  given  me  to  raise  two  new  regiments  for  home  protection.  Will  you 
at  once  order  enough  to  meet  our  wants  ? Will  write  in  detail  to-day. 

THOMAS  CAEXEY, 

Governor  of  Kansas. 


Hdqrs.  3d  Brigade,  3d  Division,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Helena,  Arlc.,  August  25,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Fred.  Steele,  Clarendon,  Arlc. : 

Sir:  I am  ordered  by  Major-General  Hurlbut  to  report  to' you  from 
this  place,  and  to  join  you  with  my  command  at  Clarendon  as  soon  as 
possible.  I am  now  awaiting  the  arrival  of  one  of  my  regiments,  when 
I shall  take  up  my  march  at  once.  I shall  i)robably  be  able  to  move 
to-morrow.  My  brigade  consists  of  the  Sixty-second  Illinois,  Forty- 
ninth  Illinois,  Fiftieth  Indiana,  and  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Eegiments  of 
infantry,  and  Battery  A,  Third  Illinois  Artillery,  making  an  aggregate 
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of  about  2,000  effective  force.  1 learn  from  Colonel  Montgomery  that 
the  bridge  across  Big  Creek  is  entirely  destroyed  by  tire,  and  that  may 
delay  me  some.  I will  be  in  Clarendon  as  soon  as  I can  march  there, 
which  will  be  some  four  or  five  days’  march,  with  the  train  that  I have 
and  the  prospect  of  the  weather  and  roads.  Of  this,  however,  you  can 
best  judge. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  M.  TKUE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  HEPARTifENx  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  August  25,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Ewino, 

Commanding  JDistriet  of  the  Border,  Kansas  City,  Mo. : 

General  : I inclose  a draught  of  an  order  which  I propose  to  issue  in 
due  time.  I send  it  to  you  in  order  that  you  may  make  the  necessary 
preparations  for  it.  Such  a measure  will,  of  course,  produce  retaliation 
upon  such  loyal  people  as  may  be  exposed  to  it,  and  they  should,  as  far 
as  possible,  be  removed  to  places  of  safety  before  the  execution  of  the 
order  is  commenced  or  the  purpose  to  execute  it  is  made  public.  Also, 
it  is  necessary  to  be  quite  certain  that  you  have  the  iiower  to  put  down 
the  rebel  bands  and  prevent  retaliation  like  that  recently  inflicted  upon 
Lawrence,  if,  indeed,  that  can  be  regarded  or  was  intended  as  an  act  of 
retaliation.  My  information  relative  to  that  distressing  affair  is  too  im- 
perfect to  enable  me  to  judge  accurately  on  this  point.  But  it  occurs 
CO  me  as  at  least  probable  that  the  massacre  and  burning  at  Lawrence 
was  the  immediate  consequence  of  the  inauguration  of  the  policy  of  re- 
moving from  the  border  counties  the  slaves  of  rebels  and  the  families  of 
bushwhackers.  If  this  is  true,  it  would  seem  a strong  argument  against 
the  wisdom  of  such  policy.  You  are  in  position  to  judge  of  all  this  bet- 
ter than  I can.  At  all  events,  I am  pretty  much  convinced  that  the 
mode  of  carrying  on  the  war  on  the  border  during  the  past  two  years  has 
produced  such  a state  of  feeling  that  nothing  short  of  total  devastation 
of  the  districts  which  are  made  the  haunts  of  guerrillas  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  put  a stop  to  the  evil#  Please  consider  the  matter  fully  and 
carefully,  and  give  me  your  views  in  regard  to  the  necessity  for  the  ap- 
plication of  such  severe  remedy,  and  of  the  wisdom  of  the  method  pro- 
posed. I will  be  guided  mainly  by  your  judgment  in  regard  to  it.  If 
you  desire  the  order  to  be  issued  as  I have  written  it,  or  with  any  modi- 
fications which  you  may  suggest,  please  inform  me  when  you  are  ready 
for  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosure.] 

A band  of  robbers  and  murderers,  under  the  notorious  Quantrill,  has 
been  for  a long  time  harbored  and  fed  by  tlie  disloyal  people  of  Jack- 
son,  Cass,  and  Bates  Counties,  Missouri,  and  have  driven  out  or  mur- 
dered nearly  all  the  loyal  people  of  those  counties  j and,  finally,  on  the 

of  the  present  month  these  brigands,  issuing  suddenly  from  their 

hiding-places,  made  a descent  upon  tlie  town  of  Lawrence,  in  Kansas, 
and  in  the  most  inhuman  manner  sacked  and  burned  the  town,  and  mur- 
dered in  cold  blood  a large  number  of  loyal  and  unoffending  citizens. 
It  is  manifest  that  all  ordinary  means  have  failed  to  subdue  the  rebel- 
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lious  spirit  of  the  people  of  the  counties  named,  and  that  they  are  de- 
termined to  harbor  and  encourage  a band  of  scoundrels  whose  every . 
object  is  plunder  and  murder.  This  state  of  things  cannot  be  permit- 
ted longer  to  exist,  and  nothing  less  than  the  most  radical  remedy  will 
be  sufficient  to  remove  the  evil.  It  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  dis- 
loyal people  of  Jackson,  Cass,  and  Bates  Counties  will  be  given  until  the 

day  of to  remove  from  those  counties,  with  such  of  their 

personal  property  as  they  may  choose  to  carry  away.  At  the  end  of 
the  time  named  all  houses,  barns,  provisions,  and  other  property  belong- 
ing to  such  disloyal  persons,  and  which  can  be  used  to  shelter,  protect, 
or  support  the  bands  of  robbers  and  murderers  which  infest  those  coun- 
ties, will  be  destroyed  or  seized  and  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
Government.  Property  situated  at  or  near  military  posts,  and  in  or 
near  towns  which  can  be  protected  by  troops  so  as  not  to  be  used  by 
the  bands  of  robbers  will  not  be  destroyed,  but  will  be  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  such  loyal  or  innocent  persons  as  may  be  made  homeless 
by  the  acts  of  guerrillas  or  by  the  execution  of  this  order.  The  com- 
manding general  is  aware  that  some  innocent  persons  must  suffer  from 
these  extreme  measures,  but  such  suffering  is  unavoidable,  and  will  be 
made  as  light  as  possible.  A district  of  country  inhabited  almost  solely 
by  rebels  cannot  be  permitted  to  be  made  a hiding-place  for  robbers  and 
murderers,  from  which  to  sally  forth  on  their  errands  of  rapine  and  death. 
It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  apply  this  remedy 
to  any  other  portion  of  Missouri.  But  if  the  xieople  of  disloj^al  dis- 
tricts wish  to  avoid  it,  they  must  unite  to  prevent  its  necessity,  which 
is  clearly  in  their  power  to  do. 

This  order  will  be  executed  by  Brigadier-General  Ewing,  command- 
ing District  of  the  Border,  and  such  officers  as  he  may  specially  detail 
for  the  purpose. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City^  ilfo.,  August  25, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Sir  : I got  in  late  yesterday  afterrumn.  I send  in  inclosed  paper 
General  Orders,  No.  11,  which  I found  it  necessary  to  issue  at  once,  or 
I would  have  first  consulted  you.  The  excitement  in  Kansas  is  great, 
and  there  is  (or  was  before  this  order)  great  danger  of  a raid  of  citizens 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  towns  along  the  border.  My  polit- 
ical enemies  are  fanning  the  flames,  and  wish  me  for  a burnt-offering  to 
satisfy  the  just  passion  of  the  i^eople. 

If  you  think  it  best,  please  consider  me  as  applying  for  a court  of 
inquiry.  It  should  be  appointed  by  the  General-in-Chief,  or  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  General  Deitzler,  of  Lawrence,  is  the  only  officer  of  rank 
I tiiink  in  Kansas  who  would  be  regarded  as  perfectly  impartial.  He 
is  at  Lawrence  now  on  sick  furlough,  but  is  well  enough  for  such  duty, 
and  knows  the  district. 

I do  not  make  unconditional  application  for  the  court,  because  I have 
seen  no  censure  of  any  one  act  of  mine,  or  omission  even,  except  my 
absence  from  headquarters.  It  is  all  mere  mob  clamor,  and  all  at  Leav- 
enworth. Besides,  I do  not,  with  my  want  of  familiarity  with  the  cus- 
tom of  the  service  in  such  matters  and  with  the  horrors  of  the  massacre 
distressing  me,  feel  confidence  in  my  judgment  as  to  the  matter.  I 
therefore  ask  your  friendly  advice  and  action,  with  the  statement  that 
if  a full  clearance  of  me,  by  the  court,  is  worth  anything  to  you,  or  me, 
or  the  service,  I would  like  to  have  the  court.  v 
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I left  my  headquarters  to  go  to  Leavenworth  the  day  before  the 
massacre,  on  public  business.  I have  never  taken  an  hour  of  ease  or 
rest  with  anything  undone  which  I thought  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  border.  NTo  man,  woman,  or  child  ever  suggested  the  idea 
of  stationing  troops  permanently  at  Lawrence.  The  whole  border  has 
been  patrolled  night  and  day  for  90  miles,  and  all  the  troops  under  my 
command  posted  and  employed  as  well  as  I know  how  to  do  it.  I have 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  any  fair  court  would  not  only  acquit  me  of 
all  suspicion  of  negligence,  but  also  give  me  credit  for  great  precaution 
and  some  skill  in  my  adjustment  of  troops.  I assure  you,  general,  I 
would  quit  the  service  at  once  if  I were  accused,  after  candid  investi- 
gation, of  the  slightest  negligence  or  of  a want  of  av^erage  skill  in  the 
command  of  the  forces  you  have  given  me. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Inclosure.] 

General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  the  Border, 

No.  11.  j Kansas  City^  Jfo.,  August  25,  1863. 

I.  All  persons  living  in  Jackson,  Cass,  and  Bates  Counties,  Missouri, 
and  in  that  part  of  Vernon  included  in  this  district,  except  those  living 
within  1 mile  of  the  limits  of  Independence,  Hickman  Mills,  Pleasant 
Hill,  and  Harrisonville,  and  except  those  in  that  part  of  Kaw  Township, 
Jackson  County,  north  of  Brush  Creek  and  west  of  the  Big  Blue,  are 
hereby  ordered  to  remove  from  their  present  places  of  residence  within 
fifteen  days  from  the  date  hereof.  Those  who,  within  that  time,  estab- 
lish their  loyalty  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
military  station  nearest  their  present  places  of  residence  will  receive 
from  him  certificates  stating  the  fact  of  their  loyalty,  and  the  names  of 
the  witnesses  by  whom  it  can  be  shown.  All  who  receive  such  certifi- 
cates will  be  permitted  to  remove  to  any  military  station  in  this  district, 
or  to  any  part  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  except  the  counties  on  the  eastern 
border  of  the  State.  All  others  shall  remove  out  of  this  district.  Offi- 
cers commanding  companies  and  detachments  serving  in  the  counties 
named  will  see  that  this  paragraph  is  promptly  obeyed. 

II.  All  grain  and  hay  iu  the  field  or  under  shelter  in  the  district  from 
which  the  inhabitants  are  required  to  remove  within  reach  of  military 
stations  after  the  9th  day  of  September  next  will  be  taken  to  such  sta- 
tions and  turned  over  to  the  proper  officers  there,  and  report  of  the 
amount  so  turned  over  made  to  district  headquarters,  specifying  the 
names  of  all  loyal  owners  and  the  amount  of  such  produce  taken  from 
them.  All  grain  and  hay  found  in  such  district  after  the  9th  day  of 
September  next  not  convenient  to  such  stations  will  be  destroyed. 

III.  The  provisions  of  General  Orders,  No.  10,  from  these  headquar- 
ters will  be  at  once  vigorously  executed  by  officers  commanding  in  the 
parts  of  the  district  and  at  the  stations  not  subject  to  the  operation  of 
Paragraph  I of  this  order,  and  especially  in  the  towns  of  Independ- 
ence, Westport,  and  Kansas  City. 

IV.  Paragraph  III,  General  Orders,  No.  10,  is  revoked  as  to  all  who 
have  borne  arms  against  the  Government  in  this  district  since  the  21st 
day  of  August,  1863. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing: 

H.  HANNAHS, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Sub-Dist.,  Central  Dist.  of  Missouri, 

Sedalia,  Mo  ^ August  25,  1803. 

Brig.  Gcd.  E.  B.  Brown, 

Commanding  District  of  Central  Missou^ri : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  afternoon  I 
received  information  of  a raid  made  by  bushwhackers  into  Freedom 
Township,  La  Fayette  County.  I immediately  dispatched  60  men  from 
this  post,  and  directed  Captain  Brownes  command  of  40  men,  ranging 
near  Kuobnoster  and  Brownsville,  to  join  them,  making  100.  This 
evening  I sent  in  the  direction  of  Warrensburg  72  men.  Between  the 
two  scouts  I expect  thorough  work. 

Captain  Turley,  of  my  regiment,  who  is  encamped  near  the  junction 
of  Pettis,  Johnson,  and  Henry,  had  a fight  this  morning  in  Johnson 
County  with  bushwhackers.  Particulars  not  known.  William  Turley, 
brother  to  Captain  Turley,  was  badly  wounded. 

General,  we  are  very  short  of  ordnance.  Have  sent  down  requisition. 
I wish  you  would  have  sent  up  immediately  some  rifle-ball  cartridges, 
caliber  .54 ; pistol  cartridges  (one  box),  caliber  .44,  and  a number  of 
pistol  boxes,  caliber  .38.  The  organization  authorized  by  Colonel 
Hall,  near  Hunksburg,  in  this  county,  are  out  of  ammunition.  They 
want  40  pounds  of  powder,  2 sacks  of  shot,  2,000  gun-caps,  and  3,000 
Navy  cartridges.  Can  you  send  these,  or  will  I have  to  make  a requi- 
sition in  form  for  them  % 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  • 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 

Colonel  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  86.  ( Saint  Louis,  August  25,  1863. 

Large  numbers  of  men  are  leaving  the  broken  rebel  armies  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Valley  and  returning  to  Missouri.  Many  of  them,  doubtless, 
come  back  with  the  purpose  of  following  a career  of  plunder  and  murder 
under  the  form  of  guerrilla  warfare,  while  others  would  gladly  return 
to  their  homes  as  peaceable  citizens,  if  permitted  to  do  so  and  protected 
from  violence. 

The  State  is  in  danger  of  a repetition  of  the  scenes  of  violence  and 
bloodshed  which  characterized  the  months  of  July  and  August,  1862. 
The  united  efforts  of  all  loyal  and  peaceably  disposed  citizens,  as  well 
as  of  the  troops  of  this  department,  will  be  required  to  avert  this  evil. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  commanding  general  that  all  those  who  volun- 
tarily abandon  the  rebel  cause  and  desire  to  return  to  their  allegiance 
to  the  United  States  shall  be  permitted  to  do  so,  under  such  restric- 
tions as  the  public  peace  shall  require.  All  such  persons  may  surrender 
themselves  and  their  arms  at  the  nearest  military  post,  and  will  be 
released  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  giving  bond  for  their 
future  good  conduct.  They  will  be  required  to  reside  in  such  i)ortion 
of  Missouri  or  other  State  as  the  provost-marshal  who  releases  them 
shall  direct. 

All  who  shall  fail  to  comply  with  these  conditions,  and  shall  remain 
within  our  lines  without  renewing  their  allegiance,  will  be  treated  as 
criminals  according  to  the  laws  of  war.  Those  who  shall  engage  in 
robbery,  murder,  or  other  similar  crimes  will  be  exterminated  without 
mercy. 


Chap.  XXXIV.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


475 


HumaDity  demands  of  every  citizen  active  and  earnest  co-operation 
with  tlie  military  authorities  in  putting  down  these  common  enemies  of 
mankind.  The  commanding  general  demands  of  every  citizen  the  full 
discharge  of  his  duty  in  this  regard.  Those  who  neglect  it  will  be  held 
responsible  in  their  persons  and  property  for  the  damage  that  may  re- 
sult from  their  neglect,  and  will  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a mili- 
tary commission.  If  milder  means  shall  fail,  the  commanding  general 
will  order  the  destruction  or  seizure  of  all  houses,  barns,  provisions,  and 
other  property  belonging  to  disloyal  persons  in  those  portions  of  the 
State  which  are  made  the  haunts  of  guerrillas. 

To  enable  them  to  protect  themselves  from  violence,  and  to  aid  the 
troops,  when  necessary,  all  loyal  and  peaceable  citizens  in  Missouri  will 
be  permitted  to  bear  arms.  As  far  as  practicable,  arms  which  have 
heretofore  been  taken  from  such  citizens  will  be  returned  to  them. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

0.  W.  MAESH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Leavenworth,  Kans.,  August  26, 1863. 

His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States  : 

The  result  of  the  massacre  at  Lawrence  has  excited  feelings  amongst 
our  people  which  make  a collision  between  them  and  the  military  prob- 
able. The  imbecility  and  incapacity  of  Schofield  is  most  deplorable. 
Our  people  unanimously  demand  the  removal  of  Schofield,  whose  policy 
has  opened  Kansas  to  invasion  and  butchery.* 

A.  O.  WILDEE. 

J.  H.  LANE. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

No.  8.  i BevalVs  Bluffs  Arh.^  August  26, 1863. 

Col.  E.  H.  Manter  having  reported  for  duty  at  these  headquarters,  he 
is  hereby  announced  as  inspector- general  and  chief  of  staff. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele  : 

[GEOEGE  O.  SOKALSKI,] 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Cavalry^  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

BevalVs  Bluffs  Arlc.^  August  26,  1863. 

[Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut  :] 

General:  Our  advance,  under  Davidson,  has  driven  Marmaduke’s 
cavalry,  about  3,000,  out  of  Brownsville,  capturing  Colonel  Burbridge 
and  some  privates.  At  date  of  dispatch  from  Davidson,  Glover’s  bri- 
gade was  pushing  the  enemy  toward  Bayou  Meto.  Marmaduke  has 
not  been  dismissed  ; he  was  in  command.  There  is  no  running  water 
between  here  and  the  Bayou  Meto.  There  are  wells  at  Brownsville, 
which  will  be  lieadquarters  of  the  cavalry  division  until  the  enemy’s 
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position  can  be  thoroughly  reconnoitered  and  an  approximate  estimate 
made  of  his  strength.  I was  informed  by  a respectable  citizen  of 
Brownsville  that  their  principal  fortification  was  between  Bayou  Meto 
and  Little  Eock.  He  (Dr.  Wright)  also  informed  me  that  there  was  a 
road  which  crossed  the  bayou  west  of  the  one  occupied  by  the  enemy, 
which  might,  perhaps,  be  rendered  passable  for  us  by  some  repairs. 
Until  I get  a report  from  the  front,  giving  me  the  result  of  the  recon- 
naissance, I shall  continue  to  strengthen  this  camp,  build  shelters,  and 
cut  away  the  timber  so  that  the  gunboats  can  have  a clear  sweep  along 
the  ravines  on  our  flanks.  This  is  a healthy  locality,  high  plateau,  no 
swamps  in  the  vicinity,  and  the  current  in  the  river  rapid.  The  health 
of  the  command  has  improved  perceptibly  since  our  arrival  here.  There 
is  a grist-mill  and  a saw-mill  about  2 miles  distant  by  a good  road,  and 
4 by  water,  which  can  be  put  in  order  by  supplying  a few  deficiencies. 
This  can  be  done  by  sending  to  Des  Arc  and  breaking  up  an  establish- 
ment which  has  been  patronized  by  the  rebel  army. 

Our  lumber  has  been  obtained  thus  far  principally  by  taking  down 
vacant  buildings,  including  one  large  church  where  secession  doctrines 
have  been  extensively  promulgated.  There  are  some  large  crops  of 
corn  within  a few  miles  of  this,  owned  by  rebels,  and  we  hear  of  con- 
siderable old  corn  not  very  far  off.  There  is  also  considerable  beef.  I 
recommend  that  some  rolling-stock  be  sent  for  the  railroad,  which  we 
know  to  be  in  good  order  as  far  as  and  beyond  Brownsville.  The  tele- 
graph is  also  nearly  complete.  I hope  the  re-enforcements  will  come 
up  soon.  If  the  reports  which  we  get  continually  in  regard  to  the  ene- 
my’s strength  and  animus  should  be  confirmed  by  the  reconnaissance, 
I shall  wait  for  them.  I should  like  very  nluch  to  have  the  famous 
Memphis  Brigade,  if  it  should  be  necessary  to  send  more  than  the  bri- 
gade you  have  already  ordered.  As  I wrote  you  before,  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  about  getting  supplies  up  this  river.  I have  been  -told  that 
there  is  only  one  locomotive  and  but  few  cars  on  the  railroad,  but  the 
wagon  road  is  said  to  be  good.  Fort  Smith  was  formerly  supplied 
by  this  route.  I regard  the  plan  of  building  the  road  from  here  to 
Memphis  as  impracticable,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  and  expense  of 
raising  it  above  the  overflow ; my  opinion  is  based  entirely  upon  infor- 
mation derived  from  people  who  have  seen  the  route  at  all  seasons.  If 
ever  the  rebels  should  be  routed  by  us,  our  cavalry  would  annihilate 
them.  I send  back  all  the  steamers  that  brought  up  supplies,  except 
the  Hamilton  Belle,  which  is  required  for  getting  lumber,  forage,  &c., 
and  the  Sally  List,  which  is  at  present  needed  for  the  storage  of  com- 
missary stores. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED’K  STEELE, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  26,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Ewing,  Kansas  City  : 

I wrote  you  yesterday  about  measures  to  be  taken  in  the  border  coun- 
ties of  Missouri.  Do  not  permit  irresponsible  parties  to  enter  Missouri 
for  retaliation ; whatever  of  that  is  to  be  done  must  be  by  your  troops, 
acting  under  your  own  orders. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 
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Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  26, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

I shall  not  permit  any  unauthorized  expedition  into  Missouri.  Ko 
citizens  are  in  now,  and  none  went  in  except  with  my  troops.  I do  not 
much  apprehend  any  attempt  of  the  kind,  except,  perhaps,  secret  efforts 
of  incendiaries  to  destroy  Independence,  Westport,  or  Kansas  City, 
although  the  people  of  Kansas  are  mortified  and  exasperated,  and  those 
on  the  border  considerably  alarmed.  I will  have  to  clear  out  a good 
many  rebels  in  Independence,  Westport,  and  Kansas  City.  I need 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Van  Horn,  Twenty-fifth  Missouri,  to  command  this 
post.  Please  detail  him,  if  you  can.  He  is  now  at  Saint  Louis. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Je., 

Brigadier-  General. 


• Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  26, 1863.  ' 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

My  troops  are  still  in  pursuit.  QuantrilFs  men  are  scattered,  the 
worst  having  gone  out  of  the  border  counties.  At  last  reports  we  have 
killed  from  50  to  60.  I have  ordered  all  families  out  of  the  border  coun- 
ties of  Missouri  in  fifteen  days,  allowing  Union  men  to  remain  at  or 
come  to  military  stations,  or  go  to  the  interior  of  Kansas,  and  compell- 
ing all  the  rest  to  leave  the  district.  I will  destroy  or  take  to  stations 
all  forage  and  subsistence  left  in  those  counties  after  date  fixed  for  re- 
moval. I have  written  you  the  reason  for  issuing  the  order ; I am  sure 
you  would  approve  if  here.  This  raid  has  made  it  impossible  to  save 
any  families  in  those  counties  away  from  the  stations,  for  they  are  all 
practically  the  servants  and  supporters  of  the  guerrillas.  I anticipate 
the  collection  on  the  border  of  a large  part  of  the  guerrillas  of  South- 
western Missouri  to  resist  or  revenge  the  execution  of  this  measure.  If 
you  can  send  me  more  troops,  please  do  so.  I can  use  the  Twenty-fifth 
Missouri  or  the  Tenth  Kansas  to  good  advantage  garrisoning  the  posts. 
There  has  been  no  failure  to  exert  every  possible  effort  to  catch  Quan- 
trill,  except  at  Paola,  Friday  night,  when  a great  occasion  was  lost.  I 
will  see  that  the  censure  for  that  falls  where  it  belongs.  The  charges 
set  afloat  from  Leavenworth  are  false  and  malignant,  so  far  as  they 
apply  to  me  and  Major  Plumb,  and  are  instigated  and  paid  for  by  polit- 
ical Quantrills. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Je., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  August  26,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

The  cavalry  expedition,  under  Colonel  Woodson,  Third  Missouri 
State  Militia  Cavalry,  made  a rapid  march  on  Pocahontas,  routing  sev- 
eral bands  of  guerrillas  and  capturing  about  100  prisoners ; among  them 
are  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jeff’.  Thompson  and  all  his  ^aff.  W^e  have  driven 
out  from  Southeastern  Missouri  nearly  every  gang  of  Confederate  guer- 
rillas and  horse-thieves.  I start  another  expedition  from  Cape  Girar- 
deau immediately,  and  mean  to  keep  the  border  too  hot  for  the  rascals. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

Fort  Scott,  Fans.,  August  26,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  0.  W.  Marsh, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept,  of  the  Ilissouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : il 

Colonel  : As  will  be  seen  by  General  Orders,  No.  11,  from  these  s 
headquarters,  I have  taken  the  liberty  to  establish  an  outpost  at  Bax-  - 
ter  Springs,  58  miles  south  of  this  post,  and  to  organize  an  express  to  | 

Fort  Gibson  (generally  called  here  Fort  Blunt),  with  a change  of  riders  ! 

and  horses,  or  rather  mules,  at  the  outpost.  The  distance  from  Baxter  ! 

Springs  to  Fort  Blunt  is  105  miles  (whole  distance  from  here  163  miles),  II 

and  another  post  with  a small  force,  I think,  may  be  established  below 
Cabin  Creek,  say  50  miles  from  Baxter  Springs.  A very  little  system 
will  reduce  the  time  for  carrying  dispatches  through  from  this  post  to 
Fort  Blunt  (quickest  time  yet  made,  four  days)  to  thirty-six  hours. 

Lieut.  J.  B.  Pond,  Company  C,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  will  have  a 
command  at  Baxter  Springs  of  about  75  men  and  ofiScers  of  his  regi- 
.ment,  and  one  company  of  the  Second  Kansas  (colored),  under  a lieu- 
tenant. 

This  Lieutenant  Pond  has  greatly  distinguished  himself  during  the 
past  six  months  in  this  country  in  fighting  guerrillas,  fighting  them  at 
all  times  in  their  own  style,  principally  at  night,  by  watching  the  cross- 
ings of  streams,  suspected  houses,  &c.  He  is  a brave  and  gallant  offi-  ‘ 
cer;  and  if  new  corps  are  to  be  organized  at  Washington  with  the  speci- 
fied object  in  view  of  fighting  guerrillas  in  their  own  way,  I would  beg 
to  recommend  Lieutenant  Pond  for  advancement  therein. 

I do  not,  of  course,  pretend  to  know  the  plans  of  the  Government  con- 
cerning future  army  movements  in  this  Western  country,  but  it  has 
occurred  to  me  that  if  an  expedition  against  Texas  should  move  up  the 
Bed  Biver,  as  was  suggested  in  a recent  telegram  from  the  commanding 
general,  the  main  portion  of  the  forces  at  Fort  Blunt  may  be  sent  through  " 

Indian  Territory  or  Arkansas  to  Join  it,  and  that  then,  communication  j 

being  kept  up  on  this  line,  this  express  may  constitute  by  far  the  speed-  i 
iest  route  for  dispatches  that  can  be  had  with  that  force.  As  by  that  J 
time  the  guerrillas  in  Missouri  will  be  more  subdued  than  at  present, 
the  express  may,  for  a still  more  immediate  connection  with  a telegraph  i 
line,  start  from  Springfield  instead  of  Fort  Scott.  Springfield  to  Baxter 
Springs  cannot  be  more  than  10  or  15  miles  farther  than  from  here  to  \ 
the  same  point.  ' ’ 

I have  the  honor  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  the  commanding  /‘j 
general,  a particular  map  of  the  route  hence  to  Fort  Blunt,  measured  l 
by  an  odometer,  and  notes  made  by  Captain  Boyd,  Second  Colorado'  | 
Volunteers,  and  Lieutenant  Gould,  adjutant  Fifth  Indian  Begiment. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Z.  OUETI8,  I 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure.]  , i 

General  Orders,  I Hdqrs.  District  of  the  Frontier, 

> Asst.  Adjutant-General’s  Office,  ; 

No.  11.  ) * Fort  Seott,  Fans.,  August  22,  1863.  j 

To  facilitate  communication  with  the  troops  in  the  field,  Cajit.  M.  H. 
Insley,  depot  quartermaster,  is  directed. to  establish  a military  express  " 
between  this  post  and  Fort  Blunt,  O.  N.,  to  make  semi-weekly  trips,  i 
each  trip  to  be  made  in  as  short  a space  of  time  as  possible. 
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The  post  quartermaster  at  Fort  Blunt  and  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  outpost  at  Baxter  Springs  will  have  charge  of  the  stock  and  con- 
trol of  the  expressmen  while  at  their  stations,  under  such  instructions 
as  may  be  furnished  them  by  Captain  Insley,  and  other  officers  and  men 
are  hereby  prohibited  from  any  interference  whatever  with  the  men  or 
animals  employed  on  this  special  and  important  duty. 

With  this  express  in  operation  for  public  business,  officers  in  the  field 
will  have  no  further  excuse  for  delays  in  the  rendition  of  the  various 
reports  and  returns  required  by  the  different  departments  of  the  service. 

Private  letters  will  not  be  carried  by  this  express,  except  when  of 
great  importance,  and  when  the  public  matter  is  so  light  as  in  so  doing 
to  work  no  detriment  to  the  public  service. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Blunt : 

H.  Z.  OUETIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Washington,  I).  C., 
August  27,  1863 — ^30  a.  m. 

General  >Schofield,  ^ 

Saint  Louis  : 

I have  just  received  the  dispatch  which  follows  from  two  very  influ- 
ential citizens  of  Kansas,  whose  names  I omit.*  The  severe  blow  they 
have  received  naturally  enough  makes  them  intemperate  even  without 
there  being  any  just  cause  for  blame.  Please  do  your  utmost  to  give 
them  future  security  and  to  punish  their  invaders. 

A.  LIKCOLK. 


Washington,  D.  C., 
August  27,  1863 — 8.30  a.  m. 

Hon.  A.  C.  Wilder,  Hon.  J.  H.  Lane, 

Leavenworth.,  Kans. : 

NTotice  of  your  demand  for  the  removal  of  General  Schofield  is  hereby 
acknowledged. 

. A.  LIKCOLK. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  27, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Quantrill’s  men  are  scattered  in  their  fastnesses  throughout  the  bor- 
der counties,  and  are  still  being  hunted  by  all  available  troops  from  all 
parts  of  the  district.  Many  of  them  have  abandoned  their  worn-out 
horses  and  gone  to  the  brush  afoot.  They  were  all  remounted  at  Law- 
rence, with  horses  they  captured  there,  and  they  led  their  own  horses 
back,  packing  the  plundered  goods.  The  led  horses  and  stolen  goods 
were  nearly  all  abandoned  in  the  chase  before  they  got  far  into  Mis- 
souri ; 300  horses  have  already  been  taken  by  our  troops,  including  some 
of  those  taken  at  Lawrence.  Most  of  the  goods  and  much  of  the  money 
stolen  have  been  retaken,  and  will,  as  far  as  possible,  be  restored.  Ke- 
ports  received  since  my  dispatch  of  yesterday  of  21  killed,  making  in 
all  about  80.  I think  it  will  largely  exceed  100  before  ai»y  considerable 
part  of  our  troops  withdraw  from  the  pursuit.  No  prisoners  have  been 
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taken,  and  none  will  be.  All  the  houses  in  which  Lawrence  goods  have 
been  found  have  been  destroyed,  as  well  as  all  the  houses  of  known 
guerrillas,  wherever  our  troops  have  gone.  I intend  to  destroy  the 
houses  of  all  persons  in  the  border  counties,  outside  of  military  sta- 
tions, who  do  not  remove,  in  obedience  to  my  last  general  order,  by  the 
9th  day  of  September  next. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  27, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield: 

Eeports  reach  me  from  Leavenworth  that  Major  Anthony  is  endeav- 
oring to  get  up  an  expedition  into  Missouri.  Uncertain  whether  expe- 
dition is  to  cross  the  Missouri  Eiver  or  enter  southern  borders,  I have 
notified  Governor  Carney,  whom,  I have  reason  to  know,  has  done 
nothing  to  quiet  the  excitement,  warning  him  that  I would  resist  such 
an  invasion  of  Missouri.  I have  notified  General  Guitar  and  command- 
ing officer  at  Liberty,  and  ordered  provost-marshal  at  Leavenworth  to 
keep  commanding  officer  at  Weston  advised.  I do  not  apprehend 
serious  trouble.  My  dispatch  this  morning  should  have  read  “ 150 
horses.” 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  27, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  Guitar,  Macon  Gity^  Mo. : 

I am  advised  that  an  expedition  is  being  fitted  up  at  Leavenworth 
for  a raid  into  Missouri.  It  is  uncertain  whether  they  intend  to  cross 
the  river  or*  attempt  the  lower  border.  I have  notified  the  commanding 
officer  at  Liberty,  and  directed  my  provost-marshal  at  Leavenworth  to 
keep  the  commanding  officer  at  Weston  advised.  My  troops  at  Fort 
Leavenworth  cannot  certainly  be  relied  on  in  the  present  state  of  feeling. 
I have  doubts  whether  any  expedition  of  consequence  will  really  set 
out,  as  I have  given  due  warning  that  it  will  be  resisted,  but  you  had 
as  well  be  ready. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri,  ; 

Pilot  K7iob,  Mo.,  August  27,  1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hiller,  Cape  Girardeau  : ; 

Has  your  detachment  of  the  Pocahontas  expedition  returned?  Colo- 
nel Woodson  complains  bitterly  of  the  unsoldierly  manner  of  many 
of  Major  Joslyn’s  command.  He  says  they  plundered  and  pillaged  i 
generally.  You  will  make  thorough  inquiry  into  this  complaint,  and 
any  property’^  brought  in  by  them,  have  turned  over  and  i)roperly  ac- 
counted for.  Thieves  don’t  make  good  soldiers,  and  it  is  a shame  that  ; 
an  achievement  so  praiseworthy  as  the  capture  of  Jeff.  Thompson  should  ] 
be  shadowed  by  such  gross  conduct  on  the  part  of  any  soldier  connected  j 
with  the  expedftion.  Jeff,  is  safe  in  Saint  Louis.  ^ 

CLINTON  B.  FISK,  j 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding.  j 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Departmeot  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  89.  j Saint  Louis ^ Mo.^  A%igust  27,  1863. 

Meu  belonging  to  the  Enrolled  Militia  of  Missouri,  in  active  service, 
are  permitted,  by  the  order  of  the  Governor  of  Missouri,  to  enlist  in 
United  States  volunteer  regiments.  But  to  prevent  abuse,  it  is  ordered 
that  when  such  meu  are  duly  enlisted,  their  names,  with  the  company 
to  which  they  belong,  and  a certificate  of  their  enlistment,  shall  be  sent 
by  the  recruiting  officer  to  the  colonel  of  their  regiment,  with  the  re- 
quest for  their  discharge.  The  colonel  will  order  their  discharge  from 
his  regiment  provided  there  be  no  charges  against  them.  But  if  they 
are  charged  with  any  offense  they  will  not  be  discharged,  but  will  be 
held  for  trial  and  punishment.  No  militia-man  so  enlisted  will  leave 
his  militia  company  until  he  shall  receive  his  discharge  from  the  colonel 
of  his  regiment.  Without  such  discharge  his  enlistment  in  a volunteer 
regiment  will  be  regarded  null  and  void. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

C.  W.  MARSH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  August  27,  1863, 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  Missouri,  Saint  Louis : 

From  the  best  information  I can  get  from  my  returned  expedition, 
and  from  intercepted  letters,  I judge  that  a vigorous  effort  will  be  made 
by  the  Missouri  rebels,  under  lead  of  Governor  Tom  Reynolds,  to  gather 
all  the  force  they  can  muster,  from  conscripts  and  volunteers,  for  an 
army  of  invasion  on  Southeast  Missouri.  Our  force  in  this  district  will 
be  very  light  to  hold  the  posts  and  resist  invaders,  but  I will  put  every 
man  I have  on  the  very  best  possible  war  footing  and  do  the  best  I can. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  August  27,  1863. 

Major  Montgomery, 

Bloomfield,  Mo.  : 

The  capture  of  Jeff.  Thompson,  the  Swamp  Fox,  will  call  all  the  little 
foxes  in  the  southeast  from  their  holes.  They  will  undertake  to  match 
us  in  some  way.  Be  on  the  alert  constantly;  keep  every  man  and  horse 
on  a war  footing.  Take  no  guerrillas  prisoners,  and  there  are  no  regular 
Confederate  soldiers  in  this  district  now.  In  what  condition  are  your 
earthworks?  Sumter  has  fallen.  The  old  flag  wffiich  floated  from  its 
parapet  when  the  brave  General  Anderson  was  forced  to  surrender  to 
the  Charleston  devils,  has  been  planted  on  the  ruins  of  the  fort  by  Gen- 
eral Gillmore.  Praise  God  for  that!  We  shall  soon  hear  of  the  fall  of 
Charleston. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  tpie  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  August  28,  1863. 


Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C.: 


Mr.  President  : In  reply  to  your  telegram  of  the  27tli,  transmitting 
copy  of  one  received  from  two  influential  citizens  of  Kansas,  I beg  leave 
to  state  some  of  the  facts  connected  with  the  horrible  massacre  at  Law- 
rence, and  also  relative  to  the  assaults  made  upon  me  by  a certain  class 
of  influential  politicians. 

Since  the  capture  of  Vicksburg  a considerable  portion  of  the  rebel 
army  in  the  Mississippi  Valley  has  disbanded,  and  large  numbers  of  men 
have  come  back  to  Missouri — many  of  them,  doubtless,  in  the  hope  of 
being  permitted  to  remain  at  their  former  homes  in  peace,  while  some 
have  come  under  instructions  to  carry  on  a guerrilla  warfare,  and  others, 
men  of  the  worst  character,  become  marauders  on  their  own  account, 
caring  nothing  for  the  Union  nor  for  the  rebellion,  except  as  the  latter 
affords  them  a cloak  for  their  brigandage. 

Under  instructions  from  the  rebel  authorities,  as  1 am  informed  and  be- 
lieve, considerable  bands,  called  “ Border  Guards,”  were  organized  in  the 
counties  of  Missouri  bordering  on  Kansas,  for  the  ostensible  imrpose  of 
protecting  those  counties  from  inroads  from  Kansas,  and  preventing 
slaves  of  rebels  from  escaping  from  Missouri  into  Kansas.  These  bands 
were  unquestionably  encouraged,  fed,  and  harbored  by  a very  consid- 
erable portion  of  the  people  of  those  border  counties.  Many  of  those 
])eople  were  in  fact  the  families  of  these  bushwhackers,  who  are  brigands 
of  the  worst  type. 

Upon  the  representation  of  General  Ewing  and  others  flimiliar  with 
the  facts,  I became  satisfied  there  could  be  no  cure  for  the  evil  short  of 
the  removal  from  those  counties  of  all  slaves  entitled  to  their  freedom, 
and  of  the  families  of  all  men  known  to  belong  to  these  bands,  and  others 
who  were  known  to  sympathize  with  them.  Accordingly  I directed 
General  Ewing  to  adopt  and  carry  out  the  policy  he  had  indicated,  warn- 
ing him,  however,  of  the  retaliation  which,  might  be  attempted,  and  that 
he  must  be  fully  prepared  to  prevent  it  before  commencing  such  severe 
measures. 

Almost  immediately  after  it  became  known  that  such  policy  had  been 
adopted,  Quantrill  secretly  assembled  from  several  of  the  border  coun- 
ties of  Missouri  about  300  of  his  men.  They  met  at  a preconcerted  place 
of  rendezvous,  near  the  Kansas  line,  at  about  sunset,  and  immediately 
marched  for  Lawrence,  which  place  they  reached  at  daylight  the  next 
morning.  They  sacked  and  burned  the  town  and  murdered  the  citizens 
in  the  most  barbarous  manner. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  any  unguarded  town  in  a country  where  such 
a number  of  outlaws  can  be  assembled  is  liable  to  a similar  fate,  if 
the  villains  are  willing  to  risk  the  retribution  which  must  follow.  In 
this  case  100  of  them  have  already  been  slain,  and  the  remainder  are 
hotly  imrsued  in  all  directions.  If  there  was  any  fault  on  the  part  of 
General  Ewing,  it  appears  to  have  been  in  not  guarding  Lawrence. 
But  of  this  it  was  not  my  purpose  to  speak.  General  Ewing  and  the 
Governor  of  Kansas  have  asked  for  a court  of  inquiry,  and  I have  sent 
to  the  War  Department  a request  that  one  may  be  appointed,  and  I do 
not  wish  to  anticipate  the  result  of  a full  investigation.  I believe,  be- 
yond doubt,  that  the  terrible  disaster  at  Lawrence  was  the  immediate 
consequence  of  the  “radical”  measures  to  which  I have  alluded.  Al- 
though these  measures  are  far  behind  what  many,  at  least,  of  the  radical 


Chap.  XXXIV.]  COERESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  483 

leaders  demand,  they  surely  cannot  attribute  the  sad  result  to  con- 
servative policy.” 

Had  these  measures  been  adopted  last  winter,  when  the  State  was 
easily  controlled,  because  the  absence  of  leaves  from  the  brush  rendered 
it  impossible  for  the  bushwhackers  to  hide  from  the  troops,  and  there 
was  a large  force  in  the  State  lying  idle,  they  might  have  been  carried 
out  without  injury  to  the  loyal  people.  The  larger  part  of  my  troops 
having  been  called  off  for  service  in  Arkansas  and  down  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  the  summer  being  favorable  for  guerrilla  operations,  it  may 
have  been  unwise  to  adopt  such  measures  at  this  time.  If  so,  they  have 
no  right  to  complain  who  have  been  continually  clamoring  for  such 
measures,  and  who  couple  their  denunciations  of  me  with  demands  for 
more  radical  measures  still,  and  hold  up  by  way  of  contrast,  as  their  model, 
the  general  who  did  not  see  fit  to  adopt  such  measures  when  they  could 
have  been  carried  out  with  perfect  ease  and  security.  You  will,  per- 
haps, remember  that  while  in  command  of  Missouri,  in  1862, 1 adopted 
and  enforced  certain  very  severe  and  radical  measures  toward  those  in 
open  rebellion  and  their  sympathizers.  I believed  at  the  time,  and  still 
believe,  that  those  measures  were  wise  and  necessary  at  the  time  they 
were  adopted,  and  they  seemed  to  meet  with  the  hearty  approval  of  at 
least  the  ultra-Union  people  of  Missouri.  After  I was  relieved  by  Gen- 
eral Curtis,  these  measures  were  all  abandoned,  of  them  were 

revised  by  him  during  his  administration  excepting  that  of  banishment 
of  rebel  sympathizers,  and  no  other  of  like  radical  character  adopted  by 
him,  except  that,  perhaps,  of  granting  free  papers  ” to  slaves,  and  con- 
fiscation of  property  without  any  form  of  trial  known  to  any  law,  either 
civil  or  military.  The  banishment  of  rebels  I have  continued,  and  I 
have  conformed  to  the  laws  as  nearly  as  possible  in  reference  to  slaves 
and  property  subject  to  confiscation. 

I have  revised  my  former  severe  mode  of  dealing  with  guerrillas,  rob- 
bers, and  murderers  which  General  Curtis  had  abandoned,  and  have 
treated  with  some  severity,  though  of  a far  milder  form,  those  law-break- 
ers who  profess  to  be  Union  men.  Among  the  latter  were  several  pro- 
vost-marshals and  members  of  commissions  whom  I have  been  com- 
pelled to  arrest  and, punish  for  enormous  frauds  and  extortion.  They 
are,  of  course,  loud-mouthed  radicals. 

I have  permitted  those  who  have  been  in  rebellion,  and  who  volun- 
tarily surrender  themselves  and  their  arms,  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
and  give  bonds  for  their  future  good  conduct,  and  release  them  upon 
condition  that  they  reside  in'  such  portion  of  the  State  as  I shall  direct. 
For  this  I am  most  bitterly  assailed  by  the  radicals,  who  demand  that 
every  man  who  has  been  in  rebellion  or  in  any  way  aided  shall  be  ex- 
terminated or  driven  from  the  State.  There  are  thousands  of  such 
criminals,  and  no  man  can  fail  to  see  that  such  a course  would  light  the 
flames  of  a war  such  as  Missouri  has  never  yet  seen.  Their  leaders 
know  it,  but  it  is  necessary  to  their  ascendency,  and  they  scruple  at 
nothing  to  accomplish  that  end. 

I am  officially  informed  that  a large  meeting  has  been  held  at  Leaven- 
worth, in  which  a resolution  was  adopted  to  the  effect  that  the  people 
would  assemble  at  a certain  place  on  the  border,  on  the  8th  of  Septem- 
ber, for  the  purpose  of  entering  Missouri  to  search  for  their  stolen  prop- 
erty. Efforts  have  been  made  by  the  mayor  of  Leavenworth  to  get  pos- 
session of  the  ferry  at  that  place  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  armed 
parties  of  citizens  into  Northern  Missouri. 

I have  strong  reasons  for  believing  that  the  authors  of  the  telegram 
to  you  are  among  those  who  introduced  and  obtained  the  adoption  of 
the  Leavenworth  resolution,  and  who  are  endeavoring  to  organize  a 
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force  for  the  purpose  of  general  retaliation  upon  Missouri.  Those  who 
so  deplore  my  “imbecility  and  incapacity”  are  the  very  men  who  are 
endeavoring  to  bring  about  a collision  between  the  people  of  Kansas  and 
the  troops  under  General  Ewing’s  command.  I have  not  the  “capacity  ” 
to  see  the  wisdom  or  justice  of  permitting  an  irresponsible  mob  to  enter 
Missouri  for  the  purpose  of  retaliation  even  for  so  grievous  a wrong  as 
that  which  Lawrence  has  sufiered. 

I have  increased  the  force  upon  the  border  as  far  as  possible,  and  no 
eflbrt  has  been  or  will  be  spared  to  punish  the  invaders  of  Kansas  and 
to  prevent  such  acts  in  future.  The  force  there  has  been  all  the  time 
far  larger  than  in  any  other  portion  of  my  department  except  on  the 
advanced  line  in  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Territory. 

I deem  it  proper  to  remark  here  that  the  allusions  to  my  predecessor 
are  in  nowise  intended  as  a reflection  upon  him  or  his  official  acts,  but 
merely  because  those  who  so  bitterly  assail  me  hold  him  up  as  their 
model. 

Please  accept  my  apologies,  Mr.  President,  for  the  length  of  this  let- 
ter. I could  hardly,  in  justice  to  myself  or  to  truth,  make  it  shorter. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  August  28,  1863. 

Hon.  Edward  Bates, 

Attorney- General  United  States  : 

My  Dear  Sir:  I regret  extremely  the  necessity  which  compels  me 
to  write  you  at  this  time,  but  the  sad  condition  of  the  western  counties 
of  our  State  prompts  me  to  do  so,  and  1 certainly  know  of  no  one  to 
whom  Missourians  can  appeal  with  a greater  certainty  of  being  favora- 
bly listened  to.  At  the  earnest  request  of  many  of  our  citizens,  who 
fear  that  the  recent  outrages  in  Kansas  would  be  visited  upon  our  own 
section  of  the  State,  I came  down  to  see  General  Schofield  and  to  ascer- 
tain, if  possible,  what  policy  he  proposed  to  adopt.  I find,  on  convers- 
ing with  him,  that  he  is  greatly  excited,  and  seems  entirely  disposed  to 
ofier  no  obstruction  to  the  contemplated  invasion  of  our  State  by  the 
people  of  Kansas;  indeed,  he  expressed  a wish  that  such  might  be  the 
case. 

Kow,  sir,  at  the  same  time  that  no  one  would  strive  harder  or  risk 
more  to  bring  those  lawless  murderers  to  justice  than  I would,  I can- 
not see  the  propriety  of  adopting  a policy  which  is  to  involve  the  inno- 
cent and  the  guilty  in  common  ruin,  and  General  Schofield’s  duty,  under 
the  circumstances,  is  rather  to  throw  himself  into  the  breach,  and  to 
withstand  the  wild  popular  excitement  of  the  moment,  than,  yielding  to 
its  influence,  to  add  a thousand-fold  to  the  miseries  under  which  the 
country  is  already  suffering.  I can  well  imagine  how  General  Schofield, 
situated  as  he  is,  would  be  reluctant  to  pursue  any  course  which  would 
bring  down  upon  him  the  increased  displeasure  of  the  radical  party  in 
Missouri ; but  it  is  not  the  less  his  duty,  and  as  the  military  commander 
of  the  department  he  ought  to  discharge  his  duty  regardless  of  conse- 
quences. It  is  a fact  well  known  to  me  that  hundreds  of  the  people  of 
Jackson  and  Gass  Counties  are  true  and  loyal  men  ; they  have  already 
been  robbed  of  their  property,  insulted,  and  in  many  instances  murdered 
by  these  troops  from  Kansas.  The  policy  pursued  has  caused  hundreds 
of  good  men  to  leave  their  homes  and  fly  to  the  bushes  for  protection, 
while  others  have  actually  joined  the  guerrillas  as  a measure  of  safety, 


chap.  XXXIV.I  COREESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  485 

believing  that  they  would  be  less  liable  to  danger  there  than  at  their 
homes.  These  are  generally  men  of  little  intelligence,  who  do  not  take 
consequences  into  consideration,  and  are  not  prompted  by  a very  high 
order  of  patriotism ; they  act  from  motives  of  present  interest,  and  for 
the  temporary  safety  of  their  persons  have  been  induced  to  commit  a 
great  crime  against  their  country.  Others,  I regret  to  say,  who  in  the 
beginning  were  disloyal,  have,  under  the  various  proclamations  of  the 
President  and  the  Governor,  returned  to  their  homes,  and,  after  doing 
so,  have  been  ruthlessly  shot  and  hung  by  the  soldiery.  The  good 
faith  of  the  Government  has  been  broken  in  so  many  cases  that  the 
people  have  become  reluctant  to  return,  believing  that  it  would  be 
violated  toward  them.  The  Government  is  not  to  blame  tor  this, 
but  the  officers  in  command  are,  for  failing  to  punish  their  soldiers 
for  such  acts  of  faithlessness  and  brutality.  Our  population,  loyal  as 
well  as  disloyal,  are  unarmed,  by  order  of  the  military  authorities  of 
the  State,  and  in  that  helpless  condition,  I understand  General  Scho- 
field to  say,  that  it  will  meet  his  approbation  for  them  to  be  in- 
vaded by  the  people  of  Kansas — not  by  an  organized  force  but  an 
irresponsible  mob,  already  excited  and  enraged,  and  who,  ev^en  be- 
fore the  commission  of  these  outrages  by  Quantrill,  were  ready  at  all 
times  to  seize  on  any  pretext  which  would  justify  the  pillage  of  our 
State  and  the  indiscriminate  murder  of  our  citizens.  The  absence  of 
the  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor  is  at  this  time  a misfortune ; 
they  might  successfully  and  with  propriety  appeal  to  General  Schofield 
to  act  differently  from  what  he  proposes  to  do.  Mr.  Glover,  in  whose 
assistance  and  advice  I have  at  all  times  relied  with  confidence,  is  also 
absent  and  sick  in  »fehe  northern  part  of  the  State.  I have  conversed 
with  Colonel  Broadhead,  and  find  him  fully  coinciding  with  me  in  the 
policy  which,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  adopted,  and  which  I humbly 
beg  to  suggest.  The  great  mistake  was  annexing  apart  of  our  State  to 
the  Military  District  of  Kansas,  and  the  next  great  error  was  in  placing 
a Kansas  politician  in  command  of  it.  We  want  there  not  a politician, 
but  a soldier,  a man  who  has  no  purpose  to  subserve  and  no  popularity 
to  gain,  by  permitting  one  State  to  be  robbed  to  enrich  the  people  of 
another,  and  who  would  rigidly  and  fearlessly  discharge  his  duties.  A 
firm,  just  policy  is  what  will  give  peace  to  the  country,  and  nothing 
else  will. 

I have  no  motive  other  than  the  good  of  our  State  and  people.  I 
desire  to  see  the  country  at  peace  once  more,  and  peace  can  and  will 
follow  a judicious  administration  upon  the  border.  Inclosed  is  a memo- 
rial addressed  to  the  President,  which  I have  been  requested  to  forward 
to  you,  begging  that  you  will  present  it.  Mr.  Henderson  is  in  Wash- 
ington, and  would,  I have  no  doubt,  co-operate  with  you  in  any  way 
you  might  wish. 

I am,  sir,  most  faithfully,  your  Mend, 

KIOH^D  0.  YAIJGHAK. 

[Inclosure.] 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  27, 18G3. 
His  Excellency  Abeaham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States : 

Tour  memorialists  would  respectfully  state  that  they  are  loyal  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and,  having  been 
such  at  all  times,  they  regard  it  as  their  right  and  duty  to  represent  to 
Your  Excellency  the  unhappy  condition  of  affairs  now  existing  along  the 


486 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AKD  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 


western  border  of  their  State,  and  to  pray  Your  Excellency’s  interposi- 
tion in  behalf  of  a suffering  people.  Your  memorialists  feel  that  justice 
and  humanity  demand  at  least  this  much  at  their  hands.  They  there- 
fore beg  Your  Excellency’s  attention  to  the  facts  hereinafter  appearing. 

For  more  than  two  years  past  our  western  border  has  been  the  theater 
of  strife  and  bloodshed,  and  has  been  overrun  by  lawless  bands  of  des- 
peradoes, who,  with  a reckless  and  unrestrained  soldiery,  have  rioted 
upon  the  substance  of  the  people  and  have  wantonly  destroyed  their 
property  and  trampled  upon  their  most  sacred  rights.  Theft,  robbery, 
house-burning,  and  other  crimes  have  been  perpetrated  with  impunity, 
and  to  such  an  extent  has  this  system  of  plunder  and  vandalism  pre- 
vailed that  it  has  impoverished  and  almost  depopulated  one  of  the  fairest 
and  most  wealthy  and  prosperous  parts  of  our  State,  and,  unless  ar- 
rested, it  will  certainly  involve  in  similar  ruin  many  other  sections  of 
tbe  State  that  have  hitherto,  in  a measure,  escaped  its  ravages. 

During  the  jiast  month  theft,  robbery,  arson,  and  murder  have  been 
of  almost  daily  occurrence,  and  the  fearful  threat  that  the  border  shall 
be  made  a desolation,  it  appears,  is  about  to  be  executed.  During  the 
past  fortnight  these  evils  have  existed  in  a most  fearful  and  intensified 
form,  and  but  little  has  been  done  to  arrest  them.  Why  they  should 
be  allowed  your  memorialists  cannot  perceive.  They  had  their  origin 
as  far  back  as  the  fall  of  1861,  in  the  burning  of  Osceola  and  other  small 
villages  along  the  border,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  they  have 
gradually  increased,  and  the  horrible  barbarities  that  have  uniformly 
attended  them  have  at  last  become  as  appalling  as  those  which  charac- 
terized savage  warfare  in  the  early  history  of  this  country.  The  lives 
of  the  people  and  the  material  wealth  of  the  country  have  been  wan- 
tonly and  wickedly  destroyed  in  a manner  and  to  an  extent  that  have 
hitherto  been  unknown  and  unheard  of  among  a civilized  people.  That 
which  cannot  be  carried  away  is  committed  to  the  flames,  and  thus  help- 
less and  defenseless  women  and  children  are  left  destitute  of  food,  rai- 
ment, or  shelter,  and  without  the  means  of  escape  from  suffering  and 
ruin. 

These  evils  have  produced  a degree  of  consternation  that  language 
cannot  describe,  and  which  none  can  comprehend  save  those  who  have 
witnessed  it ; yet  it  is  the  natural  result  of  the  retaliatory  warfare  and 
of  the  unrestrained  lawlessness  that  have  existed  in  Western  Missouri 
for  tlie  last  two  years,  which,  if  not  speedily  checked,  will  involve  in 
ruin  by  far  the  greater  iiarts  of  tliis  State  and  Kansas,  and  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  other  evils  the  magnitude  of  which  no  one  can  now  estimate. 
Your  memorialists  greatly  fear  that  the  recent  outrages  perpetrated  in 
both  Missouri  and  Kansas  but  faintly  foreshadow  the  future  history  of 
these  States  if  some  means  cannot  be  adopted  to  allay  the  excitement 
and  arrest  the  lawless  violence  now  prevailing  along  the  border.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  errors  of  many  of  our  citizens  in  the  beginning 
of  this  terrible  rebellion,  your  memorialists  entertain  no  kind  of  doubt 
that  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  masses  are  now  sincerely  deter- 
mined to  support  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  the  pro- 
visional government  of  Missouri,  nor  the  least  doubt  that  they,  in  good 
faith,  accept  the  ordinance  of  emancipation  adopted  by  the  late  conven- 
tion as  a final  and  complete  settlement  of  the  question  of  slavery  in  this 
State.  There  can  be  no  question  of  these  facts,  nor  have  your  memo- 
rialists a shadow  of  doubt  that  a firm  and  just  policy  in  the  future  con- 
duct of  the  military  affairs  of  this  State  will  prove  more  conducive  to 
her  peace  and  to  the  interests  of  the  Federal  Government  than  any  other 
that  can  possibly  be  adopted.  It  will  do  more  in  thirty  days,  if  hon- 
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estlj'  carried  out  and  rigidly  enforced,  to  restore  our  State  to  her  wonted 
condition  of  peace  and  prosperity  than  the  system  of  i)illage  and  burn- 
ing, now  enforced,  will  accomplish  in  as  many  years. 

Your  memorialists  further  beg  leave  to  say  that  one  of  the  most  fruit- 
ful sources  of  trouble  in  Western  Missouri  is  the  attachment  of  a part 
of  her  territory  to  the  District  of  the  Border.  This  arrangement,  how- 
ever well  intended,  your  memorialists  fear  will,  while  it  is  continued, 
occasion  incessant  trouble,  and  will  greatly  hinder  the  restoration  of 
law  and  order,  no  matter  what  i^olicy  may  be  adopted  or  who’ may  be 
placed  in  command.  Old  animosities  existing  between  the  people  of 
Missouri  and  Kansas,  embittered  and  intensified  by  the  recent  barbar- 
ous acts  of  a guerrilla  band  perpetrated  upon  the  citizens  of  Lawrence, 
in  the  latter  State,  will  develop  themselves,  and  will  seek  gratification 
in  retaliatory  acts  upon  the  citizens  of  the  former,  although  they  are, 
with  rare  exceptions,  as  sincerely  opposed  to  those  infamous  outlaws  as 
the  people  of  Kansas  ever  have  been.  But  this  late  and  atrocious  out- 
rage has  furnished  a pretext  for  future  and  greater  and  infinitely  more 
unjust  acts  of  retaliation  upon  our  people  than  any  from  which  they 
have  hitherto  suffered. 

The  following  telegram,  published  in  the  Missouri  Democrat,  of  this 
city,  speaks  volumes  on  this  point.  The  statement  that  there  were  citi- 
zens of  Missouri  engaged  in  the  raid,  except  such  as  have  for  nearly 
two  years  been  regarded  as  outlaws,  is  not  worthy  of  credit.  It  is  made 
for  effect  and  to  palliate  acts  of  retaliation. 

[Special  dispatch,  to  the  Missouri  democrat.] 

Leavenworth,  August  26. 

General  Lane  lias  returned  to  Lawrence.  A meeting  was  field  on  fiis  return.  Lane 
said  tfie  citizens  fiad  killed  41  of  QuantriiFs  men.  Majors  Clark  and  Plumb  were  de- 
nounced. Tfie  people  of  Baldwin  disputed  Quantrill  in  passing  a ford,  and  say  if 
Plumb  fiad  done  fiis  duty  tfiey  could  fiave  whipped  tfie  rebels. 

Lane  is  organizing  forces,  and  says  fie  will  go  into  Missouri  on  tfie  9tfi  of  September. 
He  left  General  Ewing  only  on  a pledge  tfiat  Ewing  would  issue  an  order  directing 
all  the  citizens  of  Jackson,  Cass,  Bates,  and  part  of  Vernon  Counties,  except  those  in 
Kansas  City,  Westport,  Harrisonville,  and  Independence,  to  leave  tfie  county  within 
fifteen  days.  Ewing  has  issued  tfie  order,  and  tfie  people  of  Kansas  are  going  into 
Missouri  ito  see  tfie  order  executed.  Tfie  people  fiave  demanded  tfie  order  issued  by 
tfie  general  commanding,  and  tfie  people  will  see  it  executed.  Tfiey  say  they  will 
have  no  more  of  the  Scfiofield-Ewing  orders;  Ewing  is  frightened,  and  in  tfie  chase 
after  Quantrill  was  in  a complete  quandary.  He  is  looked  upon  as  being  a general 
without  heart  and  brains.  About  50  of  tfie  most  noted  secesfi  of  Platte  County 
fiave  subscribed  from  $1  to  ^10  each  for  the  Lawrence  fund.  By  so  doing  tfiey  expect 
to  escape  tfie  anticipated  devastation  of  Western  Missouri. 

General  Ewing  has  returned  to  Kansas  City.  Quantrill  fiad  with  him  Sam.  Hays, 
brother  of  Up.  Hays,  Dick  Yeager,  Holt,  George  Todd,  and  Younger,  with  150  men, 
on  whom  they  could  depend  in  a fight,  with  about  150  more  of  the  citizens  of  Platte, 
Clay,  La  Fayette,  Jackson,  Cass,  and  Bates  Counties,  not  over  300  in  all.  QuantriiFs 
men  are  to-uigfit  reported  scattered  in  Missouri. 

Martial  law  is  published  in  Leavenworth,  but  is  practically  null,  as  there  is  no 
provost- marshal  or  soldiers  here  to  enforce  it,  and  nothing  to  do  if  tfiey  were  here. 
Martial  law  opened  as  a farce  and  ended  in  a fearful  tragedy.  One  thousand  Kansas 
men  will  be  in  Missouri  this  week. 

Up  to  this  morning  183  bodies  were  bnried  in  Lawrence.  Tfie  remains  of  7 more 
bodies  are  found.  One  hundred  and  eigfity-two  buildings  were  burned ; 80  of  them 
were  brick;  65  of  them  were  on  Massachusetts  street.  There  are  85  widows  and  240 
orphans  made  by  QuantriiFs  raid.  Lane  has  commenced  rebuilding  fiis  house.  Three 
men  have  subscribed  $100,000  lo  rebuild  tfie  Free  State  Hotel,  known  as  tfie  Eldridge 
Hotel.  Several  merchants  have  commenced  rebuilding.  All  tfie  laboring  men  iu 
town  will  be  set  to  work  to-morrow  to  clear  off  tfie  ruins.  In  spite  of  tfie  terrible 
calamity,  tfie  people  are  iu  good  spirits.  All  tfie  towns  in  tfie  State  fiave  sent  iu 
large  sums  of  money.  Even  tfie  men  burned  out  on  QuantriiFs  retreat  fiave  sent  iu 
loads  of  vegetables  and  provisions. 
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A man  was  to-day  tried  in  Lawrence,  and  found  guilty  of  being  a spy  for  Quantrill, 
and  was  hung. 

The  chiefs  of  the  civilized  Indians  of  the  Delawares  and  Sacs  and  Foxes  offered  their 
services  to  Lane. 

Reports  just  in  say  the  buildings  in  Cass  County,  Missouri,  are  on  fire,  and  over  100 
of  the  sympathizers  are  killed.  A fearful  retribution  no  doubt  awaits  Missouri. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  your  memorialists  respectfully,  but  most  ear- 
nestly, pray  Your  Excellency  to  rescind  the  order  by  which  a part  of  Mis- 
' souri  is  attached  to  the  District  of  the  Border,  and  to  order  that  it  be 
reattached  to  the  Central  District  of  Missouri,  or  to  any  other  district 
in  our  State. 

All  that  your  memorialists  desire  in  the  premises,  aside  from  the 
change  above  indicated,  is  that  some  tried  and  faithful  officer  may  be 
placed  in  command  over  the  soldiers  and  people  in  the  counties  of  the 
border — some  officer  whose  sense  of  duty  and  of  love  to  his  country 
rises  far  above  his  political  aspirations  and  party  ties  and  prejudices, 
and  whose  sole  desire  and  efforts  will  be  to  guard  and  foster  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Government  in  that  region,  and  to  bring  law  and  order  out 
of  the  chaos  that  now  prevails. 

This  is  all  that  the  masses  of  the  people  desire,  and  for  this  your 
memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

A.  A.  KING. 

E.  C.  VAUGHAN. 

A.  COMINGO. 

[Indorsement.] 

It  is  not  improbable  that  retaliation  for  the  recent  great  outrage  at 
Lawrence,  in  Kansas,  may  extend  to  indiscriminate  slaughter  on  the 
Missouri  border,  unless  averted  by  very  judicious  action.  I shall  be 
obliged  if  the  General-in-Chief  can  make  any  suggestions  to  General 
Schofield  upon  the  subject. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

August  31, 1863. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSj  August  28, 1863. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  U.  S.  Army^  Washington^  D.  G.: 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  General-in-Chief,  a copy  of  a communication  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  of  Kansas,  relative  to  the  burning  of  the  town  of  Law- 
rence and  the  massacre  of  its  citizens,  and  demanding  a “ court  of  in- 
quiry, with  power  to  investigate  all  matters  touching  military  wrong- 
doing in  Kansas.”  General  Ewing  also  requests  a court  of  inquiry  to 
investigate  his  conduct  and  management  of  his  district  since  his  assign- 
ment to  that  command,  and  especially  with  reference  to  his  responsibility 
for  the  terrible  disaster  at  Lawrence.  I am  not  yet  able  to  give  an  ac- 
curate report  of  that  affair,  nor  to  judge  very  accurately  how  much 
blame,  if  any,  should  attach  to  General  Ewing.  So  far  as  I am  able  to 
judge  at  this  time,  1 see  no  reason  for  attaching  censure  to  General 
Ewing,  but  the  feeling  on  the  subject  among  the  people  of  Kansas  seems 
to  be  very  intense.  1 believe  justice  to  those  people,  to  General  Ewing, 
to  myself,  and  to  the  Government  demands  a full  and  public  investiga- 
tion of  the  whole  matter,  so  that  the  responsibility  may  fall  where  it 
properly  belongs,  and  the  public  mind  be  relieved  of  any  misapprehen- 
sion that  may  exist. 
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As  suggested,  the  iuvestigation  ought  not  to  stop  with  General  Ewing’s 
administration,  but  should  extend  to  all  military  wrong-doing  in  Kansas 
during  the  war,  or  at  least  during  the  last  year.  I might,  upon  the  re- 
quest of  General  Ewing,  appoint  a court  of  inquiry,  but  I have  no  officers 
available  of  proper  rank  and  qualifications.  I deem  it  important  that 
the  court  be  composed  of  officers  of  high  rank,  and  not  connected  with 
this  department.  I therefore  respectfully  request  the  appointment  of  a 
court  of  inquiry,  with  full  powers  to  investigate  all  matters  touching  the 
military  administration  of  General  Ewing  and  of  his  predecessor  in  com- 
mand in  Kansas.  If  it  be  deemed  desirable  for  any  reason  to  extend 
the  investigation  to  other  portions  of  this  department  while  under  my 
command,  1 would  be  glad  to  have  it  so  extended. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 

[InclosTire.] 

Leavenworth,  Kans.,  August  24, 1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Sir:  Disaster  has  again  fallen  on  our  State.  Lawrence  is  in  ashes. 
Millions  of  property  have  been  destroyed,  and,  worse  yet,  nearly  200 
lives  of  our  best  citizens  have  been  sacrificed.  Ko  fiends  in  human 
shape  could  have  acted  with  more  savage  barbarity  than  did  Quantrill 
and  his  band  in  their  last  successful  raid.  I must  hold  Missouri  respon- 
sible fbr  this  fearful,  fiendish  raid.  Ko  body  of  men  large  as  that  com- 
manded by  Quantrill  could  have  been  gathered  together  without  the 
])eople  residing  in  Western  Missouri  knowing  everything  about  it. 
Such  people  cannot  be  considered  loyal,  and  should  not  be  treated  as 
loyal  citizens;  for,  while  they  conceal  the  movements  of  desperadoes 
like  Quantrill  and  his  followers,  they  are  in  the  worst  sense  of  the  word 
their  aiders  and  abettors,  and  should  be  held  equally  guilty.  There  is 
no  way  of  reaching  these  armed  ruffians  while  the  civilian  is  permitted 
to  cloak  him.  There  can  be  no  peace  in  Missouri — there  will  be  utter 
desolation  in  Kansas — unless  both  are  made  to  feel  promptly  the  rigor 
of  military  law.  The  peace  of  both  States  and  the  safety  of  the  Repub- 
lic demand  alike  this  resolute  course  of  action.  I urge  upon  you,  there- 
fore, the  adoption  of  this  policy  as  the  only  policy  which  can  save  both 
Western  Missouri  and  Kansas,  for  if  this  policy  be  not  immediately 
adopted,  the  people  themselves,  acting  upon  the  common  principle  of 
self-defense,  will  take  the  matter  in  their  own  hands  and  avenge  their 
own  wrongs.  You  will  not  misunderstand  me.  I do  not  use,  or  intend 
to  use,  any  threats.  I tell  you  only,  what  our  people,  to  a man  almost, 
feel.  The  excitement  over  the  success  of  Quantrill  is  intense — intense 
all  over  the  State — and  I do  not  see  how  I can  hesitate  to  demand,  or 
how  you  can  refuse  to  grant,  a court  of  inquiry  by  which  the  cause  of 
that  fatal  success  may  be  fully  investigated  and  all  the  facts  laid  before 
the  public.  I go  even  further : I demand  that  this  court  of  inquiry 
shall  have  power  to  investigate  all  matters  touching  military  wrong- 
doing in  Kansas;  and  I do  this  most  earnestly  to  guarantee  alike  our 
present  and  future  safety. 

As  regards  arms,  we  are  destitute.  There  are  none  at  the  fort  and 
none  in  the  State.  I telegraphed  the  Secretary  of  War  this  fact,  ask- 
ing him  to  turn  over  to  me  here  arms  in  sufficient  quantity  to  meet  our 
wants.  He  ordered  it  done,  and  replied  further,  that  anything  the  Gov- 
ernment could  do  to  aid  Kansas  should  be  done.  This  being  so,  will 
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you  not  express  to  me  arms  for  cavalrj^,  and  infantry  sufficient  to  arm 
the  regiments  f I inclose  the  copy  of  the  dispatch  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  me,*  that  you  may  see  its  purport  and  understand  its  spirit. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  OAENEY, 

Governor. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  28, 1863.* 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schopield,  Saint  Louis ^ Mo. : 

At  the  meeting  last  night,  in  Leavenworth,  Lane  had  a resolution 
passed  proposing  a meeting  of  citizens  of  Kansas  at  Paola,  on  the  8th  of 
September,  to  search  for  their  stolen  property  in  Missouri.  It  was  in- 
tended partly,  I think,  to  scare  the  people  in  the  border  counties  into  a 
prompt  compliance  with  my  order,  and  partly  for  political  capital.  He 
telegraphed  me  this  morning  that  they  would  place  themselves  under 
my  orders.  I have  but  little  doubt  I will  be  able  to  control  matters  so 
as  to  prevent  any  considerable  acts  of  retaliation. 

The  provost-marshal  at  Leavenworth  has  been  threatened  by  Anthony 
to  make  him  [release]  control  of  the  ferry  and  flat  boats  at  Leavenworth 
for  a raid  into  Platte  County,  but  I do  not  think  he  will  attempt  to  carry 
the  threat  into  execution.  Captain  Joy  will  prevent  the  crossing,  I feel 
sure.  You  may  rely  on  my  doing  everything  to  prevent  a collision  with 
citizens  of  Kansas : but  if  one  must  occur,  my  soldiers  will  do  their  duty. 

THOMAS  EWIKG,  jR., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  28,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Guitar,  Maeon  City  : 

I am  informed  by  dispatch  from  Hermann  that  the  German  settlement 
in  Montgomery  County,  about  9 miles  above  Hermann,  was  attacked  by 
about  50  bushwhackers.  Can  you  send  a force  after  them? 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

August  28,  1863. 

Col.  J.  M.  True,  Commanding  Brigade  [Helena^  Arlc.] : 

Sir:  You  will  move  your  brigade  as  soon  as  possible  to  Clarendon, 
thence  to  DevalPs  Bluff.  General  Steele  requires  your  aid.  You  will 
find  the  bridge  over  Big  Creek  gone.  Take  axes  with  you  and  rebuild. 
Move  at  once. 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

Ko.  9.  i DevalVs  Bluff,  Arlc.,  August  28,  1863. 

Capt.  M.  M.  Hayden,  chief  of  artillery,  is  hereby  announced  as  chief 
of  ordnance  on  the  Arkansas  expedition. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Steele: 

[GEOEGE  O.  SOKALSKI,] 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Cavalry^  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


See  p.  468. 
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Headquarters  Depaktment  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  August  29,  1863. 

Eis  Excellency  Thomas  Carney, 

Governor  of  Kansas : 

Governor:  I have  forwarded  a copy  of  your  letter  of  the  24th  to  the 
War  Department,  and  requested  the  President  to  appoint  a court  of  in- 
quiry, with  full  powers  to  investigate  all  matters  touching  military  af- 
fairs in  Kansas,  and  have  urged  it  strongly.  I have  no  doubt  the  court 
will  be  appointed,  and  that  the  responsibility  of  the  sad  calamity  which 
has  befallen  Lawrence  will  be  placed  where  it  properly  belongs.  Be 
assured  that  nothing  in  my  iiower  shall  be  omitted  to  visit  just  ven- 
geance upon  all  who  are  in  any  way  guilty  of  the  horrible  crime,  and  to 
secure  Kansas  against  anything  of  the  kind  in  future.  Meanwhile  let 
me  urge  upon  you  the  importance  of  mollifying  the  just  anger  of  your 
people,  or  rather  of  reconciling  them  to  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
leaving  it  to  the  United  States  troops  to  execute  the  vengeance  which 
they  so  justly  demand.  It  needs  no  argument  to  convince  you  of  the 
necessity  of  this  course ; without  it  there  would  be  no  end  of  retaliation 
on  either  side,  and  utter  desolation  on  both  sides  of  the  border  would 
be  the  result. 

Anything  you  may  require  in  the  way  of  arms  for  your  militia  and 
complete  outfit  for  your  new  regiment  of  volunteers  shall  be  furnished 
at  once.  Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  I ordered  three 
thousand  stand  of  arms  to  be  shipped  to  you  at  once,  and  to-day  have 
ordered  some  horses  for  the  Fifteenth  Eegiment.  The  arms  are  not  of 
the  best  class,  but  are  the  very  best  I have,  and  are  perfectly  service- 
able. 

Permit  me  to  suggest  that  your  militia  should  be  thoroughly  organ- 
ized throughout  the  State,  and  that  every  town  should  have  arms  in 
store,  under  a small  guard,  sufficient  to  arm  the  militia  of  the  town. 
The  arms  can  be  easily  supplied  by  the  General  Government.  Without 
such  organization,  no  town  in  Missouri  or  Kansas  near  the  border  is  safe 
unless  it  be  occupied  by  United  States  troops,  and  to  occupy  them  all 
you  will  perceive  is  utterly  impossible  with  the  force  under  my  com- 
mand. To  entirely  prevent  the  assemblage  of  such  bands  of  desperate 
outlaws  as  that  under  Quantrill,  in  the  summer  season,  is  simply  im- 
possible without  five  times  my  present  force.  In  a State  like  Kansas, 
where  everybody  is  loyal,  such  a state  of  things  could  not  exist ; but 
when  half  or  more  of  the  people  are  disloyal,  of  all  shades,  as  in  West- 
ern Missouri,  and  consequently  cannot  be  permitted  to  carry  arms, 
whether  willingly  or  unwillingly,  they  are  the  servants  of  these  brig- 
ands and  are  entirely  at  their  mercy.  If  they  resist  their  demands  or 
inform  upon  them,  it  is  at  the  peril  of  their  lives.  I do  not  wish  to  ex- 
tenuate in  any  degree  the  crimes  of  those  who  are  responsible  for  these 
inhuman  acts ) they  shall  suffer  the  fullest  penalty ; but  I simply  state 
what  at  a moment’s  reflection  will  convince  you  are  facts,  to  show  the 
necessity  for  full  preparation  on  your  part  to  assist  me  in  preventing 
the  recurrence  of  any  calamity  like  that  which  befell  Lawrence. 

I am  informed  that  a meeting  was  held  in  Leavenworth  a few  days 
ago,  in  which  it  was  resolved  that  the  people  should  meet  at  Paola,  on 
the  8th  of  September,  for  the  purpose  of  entering  Missouri,  to  recover 
their  stolen  property.  If  this  was  the  only  result  of  such  expedition, 
or  if  their  vengeance  could  be  limited  to  those  who  are  actually  guilty, 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  itj  but  it  is  a simple  matter  of  course 
that  the  action  of  such  an  irresponsible  organization  of  enraged  citizens 
would  be  indiscriminate  retaliation  upon  innocent  and  guilty  alike. 
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You  cannot  expect  me  to  permit  anything  of  this  sort,*  my  present  duty 
requires  me  to  prevent  it  at  all  hazards  and  by  all  the  means  in  my 
power.  But  I hope  a few  days  of  reflection  will  show  the  popular 
leaders  in  Kansas  the  folly  and  wickedness  of  such  retaliation,  and 
cause  them  to  be  abandoned.  I shall  confidently  rely  upon  your  iDower- 
ful  influence  to  prevent  any  such  action  on  the  part  of  the  people  of 
Kansas  as  will  force  me  into  the  painful  position  of  having  to  oppose 
them  in  any  degree,  particularly  by  force. 

Be  assured,  Governor,  of  my  earnest  desire  to  do  all  in  my  power  to 
promote  the  peace  and  security  of  Kansas.  I shall  be  glad  at  all  times 
to  know  your  views  and  wishes  touching  your  State. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  August  29,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  the  return  of  a brace  of  female 
spies  sent  Irom  this  post  into  Arkansas  some  time  since.  They  have 
visited  Jacksonport  and  Little  Kock,  which  last  place  they  left  on  the 
14th  instant. 

The  ladies  confirm  former  reports  of  Generals  Smith  and  Price  for* 
tifyiug  a point  some  12  miles  from  Little  Rock,  and  report  obstructions 
in  the  river,  and  a pontoon  bridge  at  the  Rock.  They  state  that  Mar-  ' 
maduke  and  Greene  left  Jacksonport  with  400  men,  all  their  present 
command.  The  telegraph  wire  is  being  removed  from  the  Little  Rock 
and  Fort  Smith  line  and  taken  to  Texas  for  safety.  Citizens  are  fleeing  j 
to  Texas,  and  an  abandonment  of  Arkansas  generally  anticipated.  They  J 
have  six  4-gun  batteries  and  from  7,000  to  12,000  men. 

One  of  these  women  is  observant  and  highly  intelligent.  She  states 
that  soldiers  deserting  or  on  furlough,  both  from  Vicksburg  and  from  ; 
Price’s  army,  are  met  everywhere  along  the  route  of  travel  north.  -I 
These  men  are  fleeing  like  rats  from  a falling  house ; they  give  the  re-  . 
bellion  up,  and  express  a determination  to  return  to  their  homes  in  i 
Missouri,  some  stating  a determination  to  live  in  peace  with  their  old 
neighbors,  but  the  most  of  them  declaring  that  they  will  form  guerrilla  i 
bands  and  kill  oft'  the  Abolitionists. 

Tour  very  obedient  servant,  I 

JOHK  McNEIL, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Macon  City,  Mo.,  August  29,  1863.  • ; 

Major-General  Schofield: 

Your  dispatch  was  received  last  night  j also  dispatch  from  Colonel  ; 
Douglass,  Mexico,  stating  that  Major  Miller  had  on  yesterday  come  up 
with  a party  of  rebels  near  the  old  Morse  Mill  battle-ground,  Callaway  |i 
County,  and  killed  1 and  mortally  wounded  another,  without  loss.  Still  || 
in  pursuit.  Major  Miller  thinks  rebels  intend  to  try  to  cross  the  river 
above  Portland.  Will  you  advise  General  Brown  to  bo  on  the  alert  ? | 


Chap.  XXXrV.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


493 


Major  Miller  is  now  witliin  a few  miles  of  the  German  neighborhood  in 
Montgomery  County,  mentioned  in  your  message,  and  no  doubt  after 
the  men  that  created  the  trouble  there.  1 will  have  my  whole  force  in 
that  region  on  the  war-path. 

O.  GUITAE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Confidential.]  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  August  29,  1863. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

My  Dear  Sir  : The  returning  column  of  General  Sibley  reached 
Abercrombie,  on  the  Eed  Eiver  of  the  North,  on  the  22d  instant.  At 
that  point  the  force  was  divided  into  several  bodies,  which  are  now 
engaged  in  scouring  the  country  down  the  Big  Sioux  and  James  Eivers, 
as  far  as  the  Iowa  line,  west  of  Kid  Eiver,  and  visiting  the  Chippewas 
at  Eed  Lake,  Otter  Tail  Lake,  &c.,  east  of  Kid  Eiver,  so  that  the  whole 
Territory  of  Dakota,  the  northern  and  eastern  portions  of  Minnesota, 
and,  in  fact,  the  whole  country  east  of  the  Missouri,  will  be  thoroughly 
visited  and  searched  by  our  troops.  I do  not  suppose  that  there  are 
now  ten  hostile  Sioux  Indians  east  of  the  Missouri  Eiver.  The  large 
force  of  Indians,  three  times  defeated  and  driven  across  the  Missouri 
Eiver,  with  the  loss  of  all  their  winter  supplies  of  provisions  and  all  the 
robes  and  furs  for  winter  clothing,  will  not  be  able  to  return  to  Min- 
nesota this  winter,  if  ever,  .in  a body. 

General  Sully  reached  the  point  on  the  Missouri  where  they  crossed 
only  a few  days  after,  and  will  undoubtedly  follow  them  up.  As  he 
has  only  cavalry,  he  can  do  this  with  the  utmost  rapidity.  At  all 
events,  with  a large  cavalry  force  he  has  constantly  interposed  be- 
tween the  hostile  Sioux  of  Minnesota  (now  south  of  the  Missouri  Eiver) 
and  the  State  of  Minnesota,  a glance  at  the  map  will  exhibit  how  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impossible,  it  will  be  for  these  Indians,  in  any  numbers,  to 
return  to  the  Minnesota  frontier  this  winter.  I do  not  myself  believe 
that  there  is  the  slightest  likelihood  that  any  Indian  hostilities  will  occur 
again  in  that  State  from  Sioux  Indians.  Small  parties  of  eight  or  ten 
men  may  possibly,  at  great  risk,  traverse  this  long  distance  and  commit 
some  slight  depredations  j but  with  the  mounted  force  patrolling  the 
frontier  the  risk  would  be  so  great  that  I doubt  if  the  Indians  would 
even  attempt  this  much.  I propose  to  leave  one  entire  regiment  of 
cavalry  (the  Sixth  Iowa)  this  winter  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  at  Fort 
Eandall  and  Fort  Pierre,  as  an  additional  precaution  against  any  at- 
tempt of  the  Sioux  to  recross  to  the  north  (east)  side  of  the  Missouri 
Eiver,  and  again  in  the  spring  to  visit  the  entire  Indian  Nation  east  of 
the  Eocky  Mountains.  I also  propose  to  leave  in  Minnesota  an  infantry 
regiment,  distributed  at  the  several  posts  along  the  frontier,  with  the 
mounted  force  of  Hatch  and  500  men  of  the  Mounted  Eangers  to  patrol 
the  whole  line  of  frontier  between  these  stations.  I do  not  myself  be- 
lieve such  a force  necessary,  but  in  deference  to  the  natural  anxiety  of 
the  people  alter  the  atrocities  of  last  autumn,  and  to  give  them  the  con- 
fidence necessary  to  induce  them  to  remain  on  their  farms,  I think  it 
well  to  keep  such  a force  in  Minnesota.  All  the  rest  of  the  force  in  that 
State  I propose  to  send  south  within  a few  weeks. 

I have  thought  it  well  to  write  you  thus  fully  concerning  affairs  in 
Minnesota  that  you  may  not  be  misled  by  representations  that  will  cer- 
tainly be  made  to  you.  Of  course,  it  is  not  necessary  to  tell  you  that 
there  will  be  an  influence  used  to  keep  all  the  forces  in  Minnesota  j for 
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what  purposes  you  will  be  at  no  loss  to  understand,  but  I am  glad  to  | 

say  that  the  persons  who  will  thus  seek  to  influence  you  are  men  of  | 

broken  personal  and  political  fortunes,  who  have  objects  in  view  very 
remote  from  the  public  interests.  That  you  may  realize- what  these 
motives  are,  and  who  are  the  persons,  I inclose  you  some  extracts  from 
letters  from  Col.  S.  Miller,  the  nominee  of  the  late  Eepublican  conven- 
tion for  Governor  of  Minnesota.  He  will  be  elected  by  a very  large 
vote,  and  his  opinions,  therefore,  are  entitled  to  weight,  as  they  will 
regulate  his  action  as  Governor.  You  will  see  at  once  tbe  very  same  | 
names  as  of  the  persons  who  have  been  infesting  the  War  Department, 
urging  movements  or  organizations,  and  finding  fault  with  the  conduct 
of  military  affairs  in  Minnesota.  The  difference  is  that,  whereas  a j 
couple  of  months  ago  they  were  ridiculing  the  size  of  Sibley’s  expedi- 
tion, and  urging  that  the  force  was  too  large ; that  a small  body  of  cav- 
alry was  sufficient ; that  Sibley  would  not  see  an  Indian ; that  the  Indians 
had  divided. into  small  parties,  &c.,  now  they  complain  and  protest  that 
the  whole  of  the  force  in  Minnesota  is  absolutely  needed  for  their  pro- 
tection. Results  have  shown  how  far  they  were  right  two  mouths  ago, 
and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  they  are.  quite  as  far  wrong  now  in 
their  new  light.  That  the  coalition  between  Wilkinson,  an  immaculate 
Eepublican,  and  Eice,  an  equally  immaculate  Democrat,  is  perfect,  you 
will  be  at  no  loss  to  see  from  Miller’s  letters,  and  it  is  an  alliance  both 
political  and  financial.  It  will  be  utterly  broken  down  in  Minnesota  at 
this  election. 

I inclose  also  the  resolutions  of  the  Copperhead  convention  at  Saint 
Paul,*  from  which  you  will  see  that,  properly  manipulated,  they  resolve 
that  the  Indian  war  must  be  vigorously  prosecuted,  &c.,  which  means 
that  all  the  troops  must  be  kept  in  Minnesota  for  the  benefit  of  con- 
tractors. The  Copperhead  ticket  will  be  beaten  by  10,000  votes  at  least. 

The  alliance  between  Wilkinson  and  Eice  is  well  enough  understood 
in  Minnesota.  Wilkinson  has  been  discarded  by  his  party.  He  never 
had  strength  in  it,  and  his  election  to  the  Senate,  resulting  from  compe- 
tition between  prominent  men  of  the  parD^,  surprised  everybody.  To  ' 

his  other  disqualifications  and  unpopularity,  he  has  of  late  added  bad  ' 

personal  habits,  and  in  his  desperation  at  the  certainty  of  falling  into  ' 
total  obscurity  after  his  term  expires,  he  has  joined  Eice,  who  is  about 
as  desperately  broken  down  as  himself.  Whilst  the  one  has  political 
purposes,  the  other  has  financial,  and  my  objection  to  Hatch  and  his 
organization  is  simply  because  Hatch  is  but  an  instrument  of  Eice,  as 
he  has  been  for  years,  and  the  organization  is  simply  to  be  used  to  pro- 
mote the  effects  I have  named.  I shall  use  Hatch’s  battalion,  however, 
to  the  best  purpose,  replacing  it  by  troops  I shall  send  south.  Of  the 
co-operation  of  the  Interior  Department  with  these  people,  I dislike  to 
speak.  The  history  of  the  Indian  agents  and  the  management  of 
Indian  affairs  on  the  frontier  by  the  Indian  Department  would  fully 
develop  the  reason  of  this  alliance.  Whilst  Indian  agents  become  rich, 
Indians  become  poor,  dissatisfied,  and  hostile.  It  will  not  be  difficult 
for  you  to  arrive  at  these  facts  from  anybody  who  lives  on  the  frontier 
and  is  not  connected  with  these  transactions.  Many  very  good  and 
honest  people  are  affected  by  the  influences  put  in  operation  by  these 
men,  and  the  fear  of  Indian  hostilities  which  they  excite ; but  this  will 
wear  out  in  time.  Last  winter  Eice  threw  the  whole  eastern  frontier 
of  the  State  into  a paroxysm  of  alarm  by  telling  them  gravely,  as  he 
came  throtigh  the  country  from  Lake  Superior,  that,  as  soon  as  the  snow 
fell,  the  whole  Chippewa  Nation  would  take  the  war-path  and  ravage 
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the  settlements,  and  I was  overwhelmed  with  petitions  for  troops  and 
cries  of  alarm,  based  on  this  statement.  Its  object  was  apparent,  but 
there  was  not,  and  has  not  been,  the  slightest  intimation  of  such  a thing. 
The  design  is  to  keep  up  excitement  and  alarm,  to  continue  the  Indian 
war  and  to  keep  the  troops  in  Minnesota. 

I have  thought  it  well  that  you  should  understand  these  things,  so 
as  to  act  advisedly  upon  the  representations  which  will  undoubtedly 
be  made  to  you.  I am  confident  that  you  will  meet  the  case  wisely, 
and  I shall  carry  out  your  wishes  with  all  zeal  and  energy. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

JNO.  POPE. 


[Inclosure.] 

August  24,  [1863.] 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  Milwaukee^  Wis.  ; 

My  Dear  General  : I gratefully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
kind  communication  of  the  21st  instant,  and  rejoice  to  learn,  by  the 
copy  of  your  letter  to  the  General-in-Chief,  that  General  Sibley  and  his 
gallant  command  are  so  well  appreciated  at  department  headquarters. 
Poor  General  Sibley ! I know  him  well.  He  is  gallant  and  glorious  in 
conflict,  but  in  executive  and  administrative  capacity  he  is  but  the 
wreck  of  his  former  self.  Nothing  could  have  been  better  devised  than 
your  double  expedition  for  the  utter  extermination  of  the  savage  mis- 
creants, and  nothing  more  unfortunate  than  General  Sully^s  failure  to 
be  “in  at  the  death.’’  Colonel  Marshall,  the  bearer  of  dispatches  from 
General  Sibley,  says  that,  poor  as  the  grass  is  upon  the  Missouri,  it  is 
quite  as  good  as  was  found  by  General  Sibley’s  expedition  anywhere  on 
the  route.  I earnestly  hope  that  General  Sully  will  get  back  and  give 
another  blow  to  the  murderers ; otherwise  I shall  have  serious  apprehen- 
sions that  squads  of  the  enemy  will  again  annoy  our  frontier  settlements. 

I am  glad  to  see  that  you  properly  appreciate  the  trading,  corrupt  In- 
dian politicians  of  Minnesota.  They  are  selfish  and  heartless  as  Satan, 
and,  were  it  not  for  the  encouragements  held  out  to  them  at  Washing- 
ton, we  should  consign  the  whole  tribe  to  merited  infamy.  I was,  a few 
days  since,  without  a single  effort  of  my  own,  and  against  the  labored 
protests  of  Wilkinson,  Aldrich,  and  company,  unanimously  nominated 
for  Governor.  Their  only  hope  now  is  to  perpetuate  their  power  by 
nominating  Eice  against  me.  He  is  hesitating  whether  to  try  his  chances 
or  not;  but  next  Wednesday  will  determine.  If  he  accepts,  I may 
have  to  resign  as  soon  as  General  Sibley  returns.  He  must  in  that 
event  be  beaten,  and  badly  beaten,  and  with  his  fall  the  whole  Moccasin 
brood,  except  as  they  are  fostered  at  Washington,  will  topple  to  their 
final  destruction. 

* * # # # # # 


August  20  [26?],  1863. 

* * * The  friends  of  Eice  and  Wilkinson  are  as  rabid  as  ever.. 
They  denounce  the  expedition  and  General  Sibley  as  a failure,  and  your 
dispatch  suggesting  that  the  war  east  of  the  Missouri  is  at  an  end  as  a 
terrible  outrage  upon  Minnesota.  They  pretend  to  believe  that  we  shall 
have  2,000  Sioux  warriors  upon  the  borders  within  a month,  and,  of 
course,  many  honest,  apprehensive  people  believe  them.  I do  hope 
that  General  Sully  has  dealt  them  such  a blow  as  to  utterly  deprive 
them  of  the  capacity  to  return. 

Ever  your  friend, 


S.  MILLEE. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwauliee^  Wis.^  August  29,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-m-  Chief,  Washington  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  inclosed,  a letter  to  General 
Sully,  specifying  the  duties  he  is  to  perform  and  the  arrangements  he 
is  to  make  for  the  winter.  I propose  to  keep  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry 
for  the  winter  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  as  stated  in  this  letter,  not  so 
much  with  a view  to  the  protection  of  Dakota  and  the  frontier  settle- 
ments of  Iowa,  as  to  prevent  the  return  to  Minnesota  of  the  hostile 
Sioux,  lately  driven  across  the  Missouri  by  General  Sibley,  and  to  take 
the  field  early  in  the  spring  to  complete  the  settlement  of  Indian  affairs 
in  Nebraska  and  the  Upper  Missouri  as  far  as  the  mountains.  They 
will  serve  a good  purpose,  I hope,  and  put  an  end  for  some  time  to  come 
to  Indian  troubles  in  those  regions. 

Minnesota  I consider  secure  against  any  considerable  Indian  difficul- 
ties ; indeed,  against  any  fit  all.  The  force  I shall  leave  in  that  State  is 
intended  much  more  to  restore  confidence  to  the  people  than  to  provide 
against  Indian  hostilities.  I send  you  also  my  letters  to  General  Sib- 
ley, specifying  in  detail  the  arrangements  for  his  force  for  the  winter. 
All  of  the  troops  now  in  Minnesota  except  one  regiment  of  infantry,  the 
mounted  force  I propose  to  enlist  for  one  year  from  the  mounted  regi- 
ment whose  term  of  service  is  about  to  expire,  and  the  battalion  of 
Hatch’s,  authorized  to  be  raised  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  will  be  sent 
south. 

I think  it  best  not  to  send  the  Minnesota  regiments  south  before  Oc- 
tober 1,  as  they  will  lose  half  their  effective  force  by  sickness  in  the 
sudden  transfer  to  the  hot  climate  of  Mississippi  during  the  sickly 
month  of  September.  They  will  embark  on  the  1st  of  October. 

Will  you  please  send  me  the  authority  to  re-enlist  the  500  mounted 
men  for  one  year,  from  the  mounted  regiment  now  going  out  of  service 
in  Minnesota,  and  authorize  me  to  designate  the  officer  who  shall  re- 
cruit and  command  them,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  ? There 
are  many  officers  in  the  regiment  better  qualified  for  the  position  than 
any  of  the  field  officers  belonging  to  it. 

Please  send  me  instructions  also  in  time  as  to  what  point  in  the  south 
the  Minnesota  regiment  shall  be  sent. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.l 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  August  25, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  ^vuly.  Fort  Fierre: 

General  : Your  dispatch  of  the  17th  is  received.  It  is  deeply  to  be 
regretted  that  more  rapid  progress  was  not  made  by  the  expedition 
under  your  command.  By  referring  to  my  letters  to  yourself  and  your 
predecessor  in  command,  you  will  find  how  great  was  the  stress  laid 
upon  the  necessity  of  placing  yourself  in  time  in  position  to  co-operate 
with  General  Sibley,  and  I am  constrained  to  believe  that  with  energy 
this  much  at  least  could  have  been  accomplished.  General  Sibley  had 
exactly  the  same  kind  of  wagons  and  mules  you  had  (as  General  Allen, 
chief  quartermaster  of  the  department,  himself  informs  me).  He  had  but 
little,  if  any,  more  wagon  transportation  in  proportion  to  the  strength  of 
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liis  command  than  you  have,  yet  he  marched  GOO  miles  through  the  same 
character  of  country,  which  had  been  subjected  to  the  same  drought,  and 
with  a large  infaniry  force,  defeated  the  Indians  in  three  engagements, 
drove  them  across  the  Missouri  Kiver,  and  actually  reached  a point  on. 
that  river  IGO  miles  above  Fort  Pierre.  Whilst  your  expedition,  all  cav- 
alry, only  marched  IGO  miles,  his  column,  consisting  largely  of  infantry, 
marched  GOO  in  that  time.  Under  these  circumstances,  you  will  admit 
that  it  is  Jiard  for  me  to  understand  the  delay  which  has  attended  your 
movements.  It  is  painful  for  me  to  find  fault,  nor  do  I desire  to  say 
what  is  unpleasant,  but  I feel  bound  to  tell  you  frankly  that  your  move- 
ments have  greatly  disappointed  me,  and  I can  find  no  satisfactory  ex- 
ifianation  of  them.  As  soon  as  you  receive  this  letter,  you  will  please 
cross  to  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri,  and,  having  loaded  your  wagons 
with  provision  and  ammunition  and  such  medical  supplies  as  are  abso- 
lutely needed,  you  will  make  a thorough  campaign  in  NTebraska,  pro- 
ceeding as  far  to  the  west  and  northwest  as  possible  before  the  winter 
overtakes  you. 

It  is  desirable  that  some  cavalry  force  be  stationed  this  winter  at 
Fort  Pierre,  or  in  that  neighborhood,  and  provision  should  be  made 
accordingly.  You  will  please  send  the  necessary  orders  to  the  proper 
officer  of  your  district  for  this  purpose.  Your  command  will  occupy 
Fort  Pierre  or  the  neighborhood.  Fort  Eandall,  and  Sioux  City,  for  the 
winter,  as  also  such  points  to  the  east  of  Sioux  City  as  will  effectually 
secure  the  settlements  in  Dakota  and  the  border  settlements  of  Iowa. 

It  is  essential  that  such  measures  be  taken,  as  far  as  possible,  as  will 
prevent  the  Minnesota  Sioux,  lately  driven  south  of  the  Missouri  by 
General  Sibley,  from  recrossing  that  river  and  reoccupying  Minnesota, 
or  in  any  largo  bodies  committing  depredations  north  and  east  of  the 
Missouri. 

I entreat  you  on  all  accounts  to  give  your  individual  attention  and 
your  utmost  energy  to  the  accomplishment  of  these  instructions.  . 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JTO.  POPE, 

, Major- General j Commanding, 


HEADQUAETEES  DEPAETMENT  of  the  Il^’OETHWEST, 

Milwaulcee,  Wis.,  August  29,  18G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley: 

Geneeal  : Your  several  dispatches  reporting  the  battles  with  the 
hostile  Sioux  and  the  results  of  your  campaign  have  been  received  and 
transmitted  to  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army.  I need  not  say  they  have 
given  me  the  greatest  satisfaction,  and  to  yourself  and  the  troops  under 
your  command  the  gratitude  of  the  Government  and  country  is  due. 
Such  hardships  and  privations  have  rarely  been  surmounted  by  any 
troops,  and  the  cheerfulness,  endurance,  and  gallantry  of  the  forces 
under  your  command  reflect  the  highest  credit  upon  them  and  upon  you. 

The  unusual  and  unexpected  delay  in  the  movements  of  General 
Sully^s  column  alone  prevented  the  entire  destruction  of  the  hostile 
Sioux.  The  troops  under  your  command  have  nobly  performed  their 
allotted  part  in  the  campaign,  and  it  gives  me  the  greatest  satisfaction  to 
bear  testimony  here,  as  I have  done  to  the  authorities  in  Washington, 
to  their  honorable  and  distinguished  conduct.  It  has  been  a pleasure  to 
me  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Government  the  names  of  those,  both 
officers  and  soldiers,  who  have  won  especial  distinction  in  the  cam. 
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paign.  Will  you  please  convey  my  hearty  congratulations  to  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  your  command,  and  my  assurance  that,  at  the  earliest 
moment  consistent  with  the  safky  of  the  State  from  Indian  depreda- 
tions, they  shall  be  transferred  to  the  seat  of  war  in  the  South,  where 
their  soldierly  qualities  and  the  military  experience  acquired  in  this 
campaign  will  have  a wider  field  and  will  secure  for  them  the  national 
reputation  which  they  are  so  capable  of  achieving  ? To  them  and  to 
you  1 tender  my  hearty  thanks. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

POPE, 

Major- General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Departjment  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  TPis.,  August  29, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley: 

General  : The  termination  of  your  campaign  brings  us  at  once  to 
the  question,  what  is  to  be  done  with  your  troops  Prom  General  Sully 
I have  heard  under  date  of  the  IGth  instant.  He  was  then  70  miles 
above  Port  Pierre,  and,  having  left  his  boats  and  baggage,  was  moving 
rapidly  up  the  Missouri,  with  rations  for  thirty  days.  He  has  a depot 
at  Port  Pierre,  to  which  he  will  return  for  fresh  supplies,  but  will  keep 
the  field  on  the  Upper  Missouri  and  in  Nebraska  and  Dakota,  as  the 
case  may  be,  till  November  1.  I send  you  a copy  of  my  last  letter  to 
him,  from  which  you  will  see  the  disposition  for  the  winter  which  I pro- 
pose to  make  of  the  large  cavalry  force  under  his  command.  I myself 
have  no  idea  that  the  Indians  whom  you  drove  across  the  Missouri 
Eiver  will  ever  return  for  hostile  purposes,  or  in  any  other  way,  unless 
permission  is  obtained  from  Washington.  The  presence  of  Sully  on  the 
Upper  Missouri  Eiver  with  this  large  cavalry  force,  ready  to  fall  on  the 
rear  of  any  war  i)arty  which  comes  to  the  north  side  of  the  Missouri, 
would  render  such  an  operation  too  hazardous,  even  (which  1 do  not 
believe)  should  the  Indians  feel  disposed  to  undertake  it.  Small  par- 
ties of  eight  or  ten  may  traverse  this  long  distance*  to  commit  some 
small  depredations,  but  they  will  not  be  dangerous,  and  the  mounted 
force  along  the  frontier  of  Minnesota  will  be  abundantly  able  to  pursue 
and  destroy  them.  If  they  make  no  such  forays  by  the  middle  of  Oc- 
tober, it  is  not  at  all  likely  they  will  do  so  this  winter.  Under  all  views 
of  the  case,  therefore,  I consider  2,000  men  enough  to  be  left  in  Minne- 
sota this  winter.  It  is  my  purpose  to  leave  one  entire  regiment  of  in- 
fantry, 500  mounted  men,  to  be  re-enlisted  from  the  regiment  of  Mounted 
Eangers  for  one  year,  and  the  500  mounted  men  of  Hatch’s  battalion, 
which  you  are  mistaken  in  supposing  not  to  be  under  your  command. 
They  are  under  your  orders,  as  all  other  military  force  in  your  district. 

I suggest  the  following  disposition  of  this  force,  leaving  it,  however, 
to  your  judgment  to  modify  the  arrangement  as  you  think  judicious  : 
Three  companies  of  infantry  and  100  mounted  men  at  Abercrombie, 
which  post  should  at  once  be  stockaded,  or  otherwise  put  in  a complete 
condition  for  defense ; three  companies  of  infantry  and  100  mounted 
men  at  Eipley,  and  ten  companies  of  infantry  and  100  mounted  men  at 
Eidgeley,  which  should  also  be  made  defensible.  The  other  two  com- 
panies of  the  infantry  regiment  to  be  divided  into  squads  of  20  men,  and 
stationed  at  convenient  points  along  the  frontier  south  and  north  of 
Eidgeley.  The  remaining  700  mounted  men  to  bo  stationed  at  points 
between  the  line  of  small  infantry  posts,  and  to  patrol  between  their  re- 
spective stations  at  short  intervals.  At  all  these  small  iiosts  a sufficient 
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stockade  should  be  made  for  temporary  defense.  1 should  suppose 
that  the  most  favorable  line  would'  be  the  one  occupied  last  year.  It 
might  be  well  to  post  100  of  the  mounted  men  at  Alexandria,  so  as  to 
keep  up  the  communication  with  Abercrombie  by  escort,  &c.  Contracts 
for  hay  and  the  necessary  arrangements  for  supplying  grain  and  sub- 
sistence at  these  various  posts  should  be  made  in  time.  If  this  plan  is 
adopted,  you  had  best  select  the  infantry  regiment  to  be  kept  in  the 
State,  and  have  it  posted  by  the  1st  of  October,  and  encamp  the  re- 
mainder of  your  force  at  some  convenient  point  not  remote  from  the 
Minnesota  Eiver. 

Furloughs  can  be  given  them  till  the  end  of  September,  not  to  exceed 
one-fourth  of  the  number  to  be  absent  at  a time,  and  all  arms  and  equip- 
ments of  the  men  while  on  furlough  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
pany commander,  who  will  be  responsible  for  them.  . 

I will  keep  your  whole  force  in  Minnesota  till  October  1. 

Please  write  me  your  views  on  the  whole  subject  fully,  and  also  give 
me  the  name  of  the  best  officer  to  be  made  lieutenant- colonel  and  author- 
ized to  enlist  500  of  the  Mounted  Eangers. 

Your  earliest  attention  to  these  matters  is  desirable. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JYO.  POPE, 

Major-General^  Commanding, 


War  Department, 
WasMngtonj  August  29,  1863. 
Governor  Carney,  Learenwortli^  Kans, : 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  five  thousand 
stand  of  arms,  with  equipments  and  ammunition,  have  been  ordered 
from  Saint  Louis  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  to  be  delivered  on  your  requisi- 
tion, for  arming  any  troops  that  may  be  raised  by  you.  If  other  sup- 
plies are  wanted,  you  will  please  notify  the  Department. 

JAS.  A.  HAEDIE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  30,  1863. 

Major-General  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  Memphis,  Tenn. : 

General  : Your  letter  of  the  24th  is  received.  I am  under  as  much 
embarrassment  as  yourself  relative  to  the  expedition  under  General 
Steele’s  command.  I was  informed  that  a force  had  'been  sent  from 
Vicksburg  to  Helena,  to  move  against  Price,  in  conjunction  with  that 
sent  by  me  from  Missouri,  and  that  the  combined  force  was  to  act  under 
my  ‘‘general  orders.”  I was  directed  to  send  my  iilan  of  operations  to 
you,  as  General  Steele  was  at  the  time  under  your  immediate  command. 
Consequently,  I have  sent  no  orders  directly  to  General  Steele.  I have 
regarded  General  Davidson’s  command  in  much  the  same  light  as  you 
regard  that  of  General  Steele,  viz,  temporarily  detached.  • 

I believe  the  boundary  lino  between  General  Grant’s  department  and 
mine  in  Arkansas  is  entirely  undefined.  Yet  I have  no  doubt  that 
Steele’s  command  may  now  be  regarded  as  unquestionably  within  my 
department,  and  consequently  under  my  immediate  command,  as  you 
understand  to  be  the  case.  General  Steele  has  never  reported  to  me 
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for  orders,  and  hence  I have  given  him  none,  except  my  general  in- 
structions through  you.  I think  it  would  be  well  now,  to  avoid  the 
present  anomalous  arrangement,  that  General  Steele  be  ordered  to  re- 
port directly  to  me.  If  this  be  in  accordance  with  your  views,  please 
give  orders  accordingly  to  General  Steele,  and  inform  me  of  them. 

Please  accept  my  thanks,  general,  for  your  cordial  co-operation  here- 
tofore, and  for  your  assurance  of  additional  assistance  in  case  General 
Steele  should  need  it  in  future.  This  is  the  more  valuable  to  me  at  the 
present  time  from  the  fact  that  having  sent  too  large  a force  to  Yicks- 
burg,  before  the  fall  of  that  place,  and  also  some  to  Columbus,  my  re- 
maining forces  in  this  portion  of  my  department  are  very  weak,  so  that 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  send  re-enforcements  to  General  Steele. 

On  the  6th  instant  I sent  you  a letter  containing  my  plan  of  opera- 
tions in  Arkansas.  As  you  make  no  mention  of  it,  it  occurs  to  me  that 
probably  you  may  not  have  received  it;  hence  I inclose  a copy*  in  this 
letter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis ^ Jib.,  August  31,  1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Kansas  City,  Mo. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  send  you  herewith  a copy  of  a 
communication  from  Major-General  Hurlbut,t  inclosing  a report  from 
Major-General  Steele, J relative  to  matters  connected  with  the  Arkansas 
expedition. 

I have  but  little  to  suggest  in  the  connection,  save  to  say  that,  from 
liersonal  knowledge,  I am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  Des  Arc  will  event- 
ually be  found  the  best  base  of  operations.  The  experience  of  many 
years’  communication  by  merchants  between  Little  Eock  and  White 
Eiver  results,  to  my  knowledge,  in  the  general  adoption  of  the  road 
from  Des  Arc  to  Little  Eock  for  purposes  of  transportation  as  the  very 
best  and  always  the  most  practicable.  I cannot  think  that  the  experi- 
ence of  years  could  have  resulted  in  anything  but  the  choice  of  the  best 
road,  and  am  consequently  now  of  the  belief  that  Des  Arc  is  the  best 
base  of  operations. 

As  to  the  sickness  in  General  Steele’s  command,  which  seems  to  be 
frightful,’!  think  I would  urge  General  Hurlbut  to  re-enforce  him  to 
the  utmost  of  his  ability  without  seriously  endangering  his  (General 
Hurlbut’s)  line  of  defense.  The  Arkansas  expedition  must  succeed, 
and  consequently  should  be  supported  by  all  the  means  at  our  command. 
I do  not  know  if  you  thought  and  have  arranged  relative  to  supplies 
required  to  be  sent  to  Major-General  Steele,  as  suggested  by  Major- 
General  Hurlbut.  I telegraphed  you  to-night  to  remind  you  of  this 
matter.  As  a matter  of  course,  you  will  remember  what  action  you  have 
taken  in  that  matter,  and  I may  be  too  uneasy  relative  thereto.  Inform 
me  of  your  jdeasure,  and  I will  have  the  necessary  orders  issued. 

I write  in  haste,  as  there  is  but  little  time  to  prepare  for  the  mail  to- 
nifht. 

I am,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff . 


See  Part  I,  p.  22. 


t Not  found. 


t See  p.  468. 
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Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

MemjpMs,  Tenn.,  August  31,  1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  Fred.  Steele, 

Commanding  Ex^pedition,  EevaWs  Bluffs  Arlc. : 

General  : 1 am  in  receipt  of  your  last  favor  from  DevalFs  Bluff.  A 
gentleman  late  from  Little  Eock  states  that  the  enemy  have  masked 
rifle-pits  and  batteries  some  considerable  distance  in  advance  of  their 
works,  flanking  the  road.  You  will,  of  course,  see  to  this.  I have  tele- 
graphed, some  days  since,  to  Generals  Schofleld  and  Halleck  that  you 
should  have  at  least  5,000  more  troops  to  render  your  movement  per- 
fectly decisive  and  effective,  and  that  I cannot  safely  furnish  them. 
This  corps  has  been  heavily  depleted.  I will  send  you  an  engine  and 
cars  as  soon  .as  1 can  get  the  transportation.  I wrote  you  some  time 
since  that  Grant  had  sent  a division  toward  Monroe,  La.  This  should 
stop  re-enforcements  from  Louisiana  and  Texas.  A heavy  movement  is 
now  making  on  Texas  j the  precise  point  I do  not  know.  It  will  be 
desirable,  of  course,  to  ascertain  the  approximate  strength  of  the  enemy, 
so  that  I may  be  able  to  be  sure  of  suflicient  force.  The  tone  of  the 
Little  Eock  papers  is  quite  firm.  I have  ordered  Kimball  to  report  to 
you,  and  hope  there  will  be  no  deficiency.  I will  back  you  to  the  extent 
of  my  force. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

Ko.  13.  1 JDevaWs  Bluff,  Arlc.,  August  31,  1863. 

I.  The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Eice  commanding,  will  move 
at  10  o’clock  to-day,  preceded  by  one  regiment  of  Colonel  Clayton’s 
brigade.  The  Second  Division,  Col.  William  E.  McLean  commanding, 
will  move  at  6 a.  m.  to-morrow,  preceded  by  the  remainder  of  Colonel 
Clayton’s  cavalry  brigade.  Two  squadrons  of  the  cavalry  brigade  will 
be  detailed  daily  by  Colonel  Clayton  as  escort  to  the  supply  train.  The 
batteries  as  heretofore  assigned  to  field  service  will  march  in  the  center 
of  brigades.  The  ambulances  and  baggage  trains  will  follow  their  bri- 
gades, headquarters  trains  leading  in  the  order  of  rank  of  commanders. 
The  supply  train  will  follow  the  trains  of  rear  brigades.  Brigade  com- 
manders will  each  detail  a rear  guard  daily  to  arrest  and  bring  up 
stragglers.  All  the  means  at  hand  will  be  used  for  carrying  water  on 
the  march. 

II.  Maj.  P.  Graves,  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  is  detailed  to  com- 
mand at  this  station.  He  will  receive  written  instructions  from  these 
headquarters. 

III.  Capt.  B.  O.  Carr,  assistant  quartermaster,  and  Lieut.  William  T. 
Allen,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence,  will  remain  here  for  the  present, 
in  order  to  forward  supplies. 

IV.  The  medical  director  will  designate  the  medical  officers  to  remain 
in  charge  of  the  sick. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele  : 

[GEOEGE  O.  SOKALSKI,] 

First  Lieut.  Second  Cavalry,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


502 


MO.,  ARK.,  KAKS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT,  N.  W.  [Chav.  XXXIV. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield^  Mo.^  August  31,  18G3. 
William  H.  Latham,  Arch.  M.  Lany,  E.  S.  Jacobs, 

Springfield.,  Mo.: 

Gentleimen  : Your  communication  of  yesterday  is  at  hand  in  regard 
to  the  evacuation  of  the  post  of  Greenfield.  You  will  have  learned 
before  the  receipt  of  this  that  your  alarm  was  groundless,  and  that  I 
have  not  been  unmindful  of  your  iirotection.  The  very  occupation  of 
the  troops  ordered  from  your  place  to  the  field  is  designed  to  protect 
you  against  the  outrages  of  the  men  who  sacked  and  burned  the  town 
of  Lawrence,  in  our  sister  State,  with  circumstances  of  more  cruelty 
and  barbarism  than  have  heretofore  characterized  war  in  any  civilized 
couutry. 

You  state  that  guerrillas  “are  now  robbing  and  murdering  our  i)eople 
within  a few  miles  of  this  place.’’  I have  no  information  of  such  out- 
rages, having  heard  of  no  murder  since  that  of  Daniells.  If  this  is  true, 
it  is  certainly  high  time  that  the  commandant  at  Greenfield  who  should 
permit  it,  without  an  attempt  to  prevent  it  or  without  reporting  the  fact 
to  these  headquarters,  should  be  removed  and  replaced  by  a more  effi- 
cient officer. 

You  will  immediately  on  receipt  of  this  specify  instances  of  murder 
and  robbery  that  have ‘occurred  of  late,  with  such  attending  circum- 
stances as  have  come  to  your  knowledge,  that  I may  apply  the  iiroper 
remedy  to  prevent  a recurrence  of  such  enormities,  and  take  steps  to 
call  any  officer  to  account  who  permitted  such  things  without  proper 
report. 

Failing  to  receive  such  report  from  you  by  return  of  mail,  I shall 
deem  your  letter  of  such  grave  importance  as  to  compel  me  in  dis- 
charge of  my  duty  to  indorse  it  to  the  provost-marshal,  with  directions 
to  summon  all  persons  before  him  who  have,  or  are  likely  to  have,  knowl- 
edge of  these  murders. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

[JOHN  McNEIL,] 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milicaulcee,  Wis.,  August  31,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Sully: 

General  : In  my  letter  to  you  concerning  your  movements  after  your 
return  to  Fort  Pierre,  a mistake  was  made  in  writing  Nebraska  in  the 
stead  of  Dakota. 

It  is  my  purpose  that  you  move  from  Fort  Pierre  to  the  Black  Hills, 
and  thence  north  and  northwest  as  far  as  practicable  before  the  cold 
weather  begins.  These  movements,  as  far  as  their  direction  is  con- 
cerned, will  depend,  of  course,  upon  the  locality  of  the  hostile  Indians, 
but  it  is  your  special  mission  to  deal  finally,  if  possible,  with  the  hostile 
Sioux  driven  across  the  Missouri  Eiver  by  General  Sibley,  and  to  pre- 
vent in  all  events  their  return  to  the  borders  of  Minnesota  in  any  large 
force.  If  you  follow  them  and  press  them  closely,  they  will,  no  doubt, 
in  their  present  destitute  condition,  seek  to  make  terms  with  you. 

Your  action  in  the  matter  must  of  necessity  be  left  to  your  discretion, 
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the  circumstances  around  you  being  your  guide;  but  one  restriction 
must  be  insisted  on,  and  that  is  this,  that  these  Indians  must  not  return 
to  the  north  side  of  the  Missouri  Eiver  under  penalty  of  ‘their  lives. 
Whilst  circumstances  may  render  it  judicious  that  they  be  permitted  to 
remain  in  peace  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  their  own  crimes  have 
closed  for  ever  Dakota  or  Minnesota  to  their  reoccupation.  The  peace 
of  the  whole  border,  and  particularly  the  security  of  the  frontier  settle- 
ments of  Minnesota  and  Iowa,  depend  upon  a vigorous  campaign  on 
your  part  until  the  cold  weather  drives  you  from  the  plains. 

Your  presence  on  the  Upper  Missouri  in  time  to  have  co-operated 
with  General  Sibley  would  probably  have  ended  Indian  troubles,  by 
destroying  or  capturing  the  whole  body  of  Indians  which  fought  Gen- 
eral Sibley,  but  your  failure  to  be  in  proper  position  at  the  proper  time, 
however  unavoidable,  renders  it  necessary  that  you  should  prosecute 
with  all  vigor  and  dispatch  the  campaign  I have  marked  out  for  you. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  91.  ] Saint  Louis,  August  31,  1863. 

Asst.  Surg.  Peter  Y.  Schenck,  U.  S.  Army,  is  assigned  to  duty  as 
assistant  medical  director  of  this  department. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

C.  W.  MAKSH, 

, Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ahsiracl  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Maj,  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield  com- 
manding, for  August,  1863 ; headquarters  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

QD 

U 

o 

o 

i 

a 

>> 

> 

a 

w 

-d 

■TS 

s 

Department  staff  (Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 

15 

15 

15 

District  of  Saint  Louis,  Brig.  Gen.  William  K.  Strong: 
Staff  (Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 

13 

44 

43 

20 

5 

14 

1,  342 

2,  234 
556 
140 

14 
1,899 
2,  557 
594 
152 

Post  of  Saint  Louis,  Col.  Robert  R.  Livingston  

Benton  BaiTacks,  Col.  Benjamin  L.  E.  Bonneville 

Do  Soto,  Mo.,  Col.  John  F.  Tyler  

Franklin,  Mo.,  Capt.  Charles  A.  Meyer 

Total  District  of  Saint  Louis 

District  of  Southeastern  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B. 
Fisk : 

Staff  (Pilot  Knob,  Mo.) 

605 
1,  749 
480 
116 

32 

125 

3 

45 

34 

2,  950 

4,  286 

5,  216 

32 

3 

1,  642 
1,  085 

3 

1,980 

1,291 

Cape  Girardeau,  Col.  John  B.  Rogers 

Pilot  Knob,  Col.  Richard  G.  Woodson 

. Total  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri 

New  Madrid,  Col.  Chester  Harding,  jr 

1,280 

773 

4 

4 

12 

82 

2,  053 

2,  730 

3,  274 

4 

16 

A' 

3^ 

525 

574 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  #c.— Continued. 


Command, 


Present  for 
duty. 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


p.§ 


??  P 

bio 

bO 


District  of  Eolla,  Brig.  Gen,  Thomas  A.  Davies: 

Staff  (Kolia,  Mo.) 

Troops  at  EoUa 

Troops  at  other  points 

Total  District  of  Kolia  


District  of  Central  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen,  Egbert  B.  Brown : 

Staff  (Jefferson  City,  Mo.) 

Troops  in  district 

Total  District  of  Central  Missouri 


8 

11  231 

40  1, 239 


8 

278 
1,  562 


8 

335  

1, 892  4 


1,  470 


1,848 


2,  235 


4 


5 

55  1, 062 

60  1, 062 


5 

1,  300 


1,  305 


6 

1,  571 


1,  577 


6 

8 


14 


6 

6 


District  of  Southwestern  Missouri,  Col.  John  McXeil : 

Staff  (Springfield,  Mo.) 

Springfield,  Mo.,  Col.  John  Edwards 

Cassville,  Mo.,  Maj.  Thomas  J.  Hunt. 

Northwestern  Arkansas  expedition,*  Col.  William 
F.  Cloud. 

Missouri  State  Militiat 

Enrolled  Missouri  Militia, t Brig.  Gen.  Colly  B.  Hol- 
land. 


Total  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri. 


District  of  Northern  Missouri,  Col.  Odon  Guitar: 

Staff  (Macon,  Mo.) 

Troops  in  district 

Total  District  of  Northern  Missouri 


4 

29 

9 

19 

51 

62 


174 


5 

31 


36 


District  of  the  Border,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  jr.: 

Staft’ (Kansas  City,  Mo.l 

Troops  in  district 

Total  District  of  the  Border 


District  of  the  Frontier, Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt : 

Staff  (Fort  Scott,  Kans.) 

Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  Maj.  Charles  W.  Blair 

Fort  Blunt,  C.  N.,  CoL  William  K.  Judson 

Escort  to  Colonel  Dubois’  party  of  inspectors!. 

Total  District  of  the  Frontier 


District  of  Nebraska,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  McKean: 

Staff  (Omaha  City) 

Troops  in  district  § 

Total  District  of  Nebraska 


8 

106 

114 


7 

33 

142 

2 


184 


9 

15 


24 


District  of  Colorado,  Col.  John  M.  Chivington: 

Staff  (Denver  City) 

Troops  in  district 


41 


Total  District  of  Colorado 


41 


Alton,  HI.,  Col.  George  W.  Kincaid. 


33 


722 

275 

350 

1,207 

1, 186 


3,740 


573 


573 


3, 073 


3, 073 


1,  027 
3,  613 


4, 738 


399 


840 


840 


4 

936 

353 

506 

1, 477 

1, 305 


4,581 


5 

831 


836 


8 

3,678 


3, 686 


7 

1, 147 
4,  873 
100 


6, 127 


9 

470 


479 


1, 141 


1, 141 


473 


4 

1,  348 
544 
831 

2,  080 
1,  541 


914 


8 

4, 422 


4, 430 


11 
1,  477 
6,014 
100 


7,  602 


9 

813 


822 


1,  774 


1, 774 


740 


14 


14 


14 


14 


19 


10 


10 


* Return  of  July  31. 

+ In  the  field,  &c. 
t Estimated.  No  report  received. 

$ Detachment  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry,  en  route  for  Omaha. 


Chap.  XXXIV.] 


505 


COERESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri^  ^c. — Continued. 

EECAPITULATIOX. 


Command. 


Department  staff 

District  of  Saint  Louis 

District  of  Southeastern  Missouri. 

New  Madrid 

District  of  Holla 

District  of  Central  Missouri 

District  of  Southwestern  Missouri 

District  of  Northern  Missouri 

District  of  the  Border 

District  of  the  Frontier 

District  of  Nebraska 

District  of  Colorado 

Alton,  111 

Grand  total 


Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Heavy. 

Field. 

15 

15 

15 

125 

2,  950 

4,  286 

5,  216 

32 

82 

2,  053 

2,  730 

3,  274 

4 

16 

21 

375 

525 

574 

59 

1,  470 

1,848 

2,  235 

4 

14 

60 

1,062 

1,  .305 

1,  577 

6 

174 

3,  740 

4,  581 

6,  348 

14 

36 

573 

836 

914 

114 

3,  073 

3,  686 

4,  430 

6 

14 

184 

4,  738 

6,127 

7,  602 

4 

19 

24 

399 

479 

822 

41 

840 

1,141 

1,774 

10 

33 

473 

688 

740 

968 

21,  746 

28,  247 

35,  521 

50 

93 

Abstract  from  return  of  the  Army  of  the  Arkansas  Expedition,  Maj.  Gen.  Frederick  Steele 
commanding,  for  August,  1863 ; headquarters  Brownsville,  Ark. 


Present  for 
duty. 


g 

m 

S A 


Command. 


o 

sg 


o 


a 


Infantry : 

Second  Division,  Col.  "William  E.  McLean 

Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  A.  Nice 

Total  infantry 

Cavalry : 

First  Division,*  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Davidson 

Cavalry  Brigade,  Col.  Powell  Clayton 

Cavalry  escort,  Lieut.  James  K.  McLean 

Total  cavalry 

Artillery,  Capt.  Mortimer  M.  Hayden 

Grand  total 


162 

116 


2,  357  3,  317 
1,  758  2,  593 


6,  915  7,  064 
4,  023  4,  023 


278 


4, 115 


5,910 


10,  938 


11,  087 


214 

34 

3 


251 


10 


539 


3,  899 
430 
72 


4, 401 


378 


8, 894 


6,  002 
745 
92 


6,839 


458 


13,  207 


7,  687 
1,  202 
124 


7,  845 
1,  202 
126 


22 

5 


9,013 


9,173 


27 


22 


20,  641 


20, 797 


49 


Washington,  September  2, 18G3. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis  : 

You  will  please  report  wliether  measures  are  being  taken  to  prevent 
hostile  collisions  on  the  Kansas  border  j also  whether  General  Ewing^s 
order  to  depopulate  certain  counties  in  Missouri  has  been  approved  or 
disapproved  by  vou. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Davidson’s  cavalry  division  belonged  to  Department  of  the  Missouri, 
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Leavenworth  City,  Kans., 

September  2,  1863 — 8 p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Genera  l-in-  Chief : 

Your  dispatch  is  just  received.  I came  here  to  prevent  the  trouble 
you  refer  to.  Shall  go  to  Kansas  City  to-morrow,  and  remain  on  the 
border  until  the  difficulty  is  over,  I believe  I can  prevent  any  collision. 
As  yet  I have  neither  approved  nor  disapproved  General  Ewing’s  order. 
I think  it  must  be  modified,  but  will  not  do  it  until  I see  him. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  LouiSj  Mo.,  September  2,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in- Chief : 

General  : The  following  is  a synopsis  of  an  official  dispatch  from 
General  Steele  to  Major-General  Hurlbut,  received  at  these  headquar- 
ters this  date : 

Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

DevaWs  Bluff,  Arh,  August  26, 1863. 

Our  advance,  under  Davidson,  Las  driven  Marmaduke’s  cavalry  (about  3,000)  out 
of  Brownsville,  capturing  Colonel  Burbridge  and  some  privates.  At  date  of  dispatch 
from  Davidson,  Glover’s  brigade  was  pushing  the  enemy  toward  Bayou  Meto,  &c. 

He  reports  the  stage  of  water  in  the  White  Eiver,  up  to  Devall’s 
Bluff,  ample  for  shipping  supplies,  &c.  Copy  of  this  report  forwarded 
by  mail.  Brownsville  is  about  20  miles  northeast  of  Little  Rock,  on 
the  line  of  the  Memphis  Railroad.  A telegram  from  General  Fisk,  com- 
manding District  of  Southeastern  Missouri,  just  received.  He  reports, 
upon  the  faith  of  a deserter  from  Burbridge’s  command,  that  our  forces 
attacked  Price,  on  the  25th  ultimo,  at  Brownsville  and  Bayou  Meto, 
and  on  Wednesday  (29th)  attacked,  routed,  and  drove  the  entire  rebel 
force  beyond  the  Arkansas  River.  Steele  and  Davidson  in  hot  pursuit ; 
hundreds  of  rebels  deserting,  and  Marmaduke’s  command  routed  and 
scattered.  The  people  of  Arkansas,  north  of  White  River,  praising  God 
for  firospective  delivery  from  Jeff*.  Davis’  despotism.  General  Schofield 
temporarily  absent  in  Kansas. 

JAS.  TOTTEK, 

Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff . 


Headquarters, 
Brownsville,  September  2, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlp>ut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  Memphis  : 

General  : I arrived  here  yesterday.  True’s  brigade  encamped  at 
Headman’s  Lake  last  night,  and  will  be  uji  to-day.  He  sent  most  of 
his  ammunition  by  water,  and  failed  to  meet  it  at  Clarendon,  as  he  had 
expected.  He  has  been  very  expeditious  in  his  movements,  but  made  a 
mistake  in  not  bringing  his  ammunition  and  provisions  enough  to  last 
his  troops  at  least  until  he  could  reach  us.  We  have  a large  train  at 
Helena,  and  he  was  requested  to  bring  it,  but  declined. 

A scouting  party  sent  out  by  Davidson  was  at  Austin  last  night. 
They  met  a party  of  the  enemy,  and  pursued  them  through  the  town 
and  brought  back  some  citizens.  There  was  no  force  at  that  point.  I 
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have  not  been  able  to  get  any  information  from  the  citizens  yet.  It  is 
15  miles  from  here  to  Austin,  and  the  same  distance  from  there  to  Little 
Lock.  The  ground  in  front  of  the  enemy^s  works  and  to  the  south  is  of 
such  a character  that  we  may  have  to  turn  them  to  the  north  by  way  of 
Austin,  or  else  move  rapidly  to  Pine  Bluff  and  throw  troops  across  the 
Arkansas  at  or  near  that  point.  The  more  I learn  of  this  country  the 
more  fully  I am  convinced  of  the  correctness  of  the  opinion  I expressed 
in  a letter  to  General  Grant,  written  at  Helena.  Our  line  of  operations 
should  have  been  from  l^apoleon.  It  is  a good  road,  identy  of  suiiplies 
along  the  route,  and  good  water  in  abundance ; the  country  is  more 
favorable  for  our  operations  in  every  respect.  There  are  no  timbered 
swamps  there  that  they  can  hide  in,  and,  at  the  season  when  the  roads 
are  bad,  the  Arkansas  is  navigable.  Three  days’  rain  will  make  the 
roads  between  this  and  White  Eiver  quite  impassable  for  loaded  wagons. 
If  I should  cross  my  forces  at  Pine  Bluff,  it  is  iny  intention  to  change  my 
base  to  the  Mississippi  at  once,  and  move  the  depot  at  Devall’s  Bluff*  to 
Napoleon.  I think  this  will  be  a very  good  strategic  movement  if  it  can 
be  effected.  The  enemy’s  fortifications  will  be  rendered  useless  to  them. 
All  my  information  goes  to  show  that  they  have  not  broken  ground  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Arkansas.  With  the  transportation  which  we  have 
and  that  belonging  to  the  command  now  at  Helena,  we  could  easily  have 
supplies  from  Napoleon.  It  is  about  140  miles. 

Please  communicate  your  views  on  this  subject.  1 have  received  no 
orders  placing  my  command  under  Schofield.  General  Grant  directed 
me  to  report  to  you.  . * 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED’K  STEELE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters, 

Fort  Lyon^  Colo.,  Septemher  2,  1863. 

Lieut.  George  H.  Stilwell, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  colonel  commanding  the  district 
that  reports  are  constantly  being  made  to  me  of  Indian  depredations, 
committed  by  Kiowa  and  Comanche  Indians  near  the  Cimarron  Cross- 
ing. Three  trains  have  arrived  to-day  entirely  destitute  of  provisions, 
the  train-masters  reporting  that  they  had  been  robbed  of  all  their  sup- 
plies, and  one  man  fired  upon  by  the  Indians  while  he  was  passing  their 
camp.  I have  authorized  the  commissary  at  this  post  to  supply  the 
trains  with  subsistence.  These  train-masters  also  rejjort  that  the  In- 
dians have  a number  of  white  men  and  women  prisoners.  I have  ac- 
cordingly ordered  Lieutenant  Edington,  with  one  section  of  the  Ninth 
Wisconsin  Battery,  and  Lieutenant  Ackley,  with  70  men  from  Companies 
F and  K,  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  Cimarron  Crossing  and  estab- 
lish a camp.  I shall  leave  here  in  time  to  overtake  them  by  the  time 
they  arrive  at  the  Indian  camp,  and,  should  I find  that  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  punish  them,  shall  establish  a camp,  returning  myself  imme- 
diately to  this  post.  Should  I find  that  it  is  necessary  to  punish  them,  I 
shall  administer  as  severe  a chastisement  as  it  will  be  possible  for  me 
to  do  with  my  small  command.  They  number  about  3,000.  I shall  try 
by  all  fair  means  to  avoid  an  Indian  war,  but  shall  proceed  as  rapidly  as 
possible  in  case  it  becomes  necessary  to  have  one. 

Last  week  two  horses  were  stolen  from  the  quartermaster’s  herd.  I 
ascertained  beyond  a doubt  that  they  were  stolen  by  Kiowa  Indians, 
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and  sent  two  men  in  pursuit  of  them.  Have  not  heard  from  the  men 
yet,  and  fear  the  Indians  have  detained  them.  On  Saturday  night,  a 
Mexican,  who  had  been  prowling  about  the  vicinity  for  several  days, 
broke  into  the  corral  of  the  stage  company  and  stole  two  horses.  I 
sent  out  four  men  in  pursuit  of  the  thief,  with  instructions  to  return  the 
horses.  I have  learned  that  the  men  had  overtaken  the  Mexican,  re- 
covered the  horses,  but  left  the  Mexican  on  the  prairie.  If  any  more 
stealing  is  done  in  this  vicinity,  I shall  issue  orders  in  each  case,  until 
further  orders  from  headquarters,  to  leave  the  thieves,  wherever  they 
are  overtaken. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SCOTT  J.  ANTHONY, 

Major ^ Commanding  Post, 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  September  3, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halle CK, 

General-in-Chief : 

The  people  of  Kansas,  who  are  to  meet  at  Paola  on  the  8th  instant, 
for  the  purpose  of  entering  Missouri,  are  under  the  guidance  and  con- 
trol of  Senator  Lane.  I shall  not  permit  them  to  enter  Missouri.  Sena- 
tor Lane  informs  me  he  will  appeal  to  the  President.  I do  not  appre- 
hend any  hostile  collision,  but  a dispatch  from  the  President  or  Secre- 
tary of  War  -to  Mr.  Lane  would  aid  me  much  in  preventing  trouble. 
If  such  dispatch  be  sent,  I respectfully  request  to  be  informed  of  its 
purport. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Leavenworth,  Kans.,  September  3, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

General  : The  brutal  outrages  committed  upon  the  unoffending  and 
unarmed  citizens  of  Lawrence  t3y  Quantrill  and  his  band  has  not  only 
aroused  every  man  in  the  State,  but  shocked  the  whole  country.  The 
wish  of  both  is  that  the  doers  of  these  bloody  deeds,  their  aiders  and 
abettors,  shall  be  steadily  pursued  and  surely  punished,  for  there  can 
be  no  safety  in  the  present  and  the  future  while  these  miscreants  are 
permitted  to  live. 

The  9th  day  of  this  month,  by  order  of  your  district  commander,  is 
the  day  fixed  upon  to  begin  this  summary  punishment.  That  this 
punishment  may  be  swift  and  sure,  I offer  you  any  forces  at  my  com- 
mand. You  have  promptly  sent  me*  a sufficient  quantity  of  arms  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  State.  With  these  arms  in  their  hands,  and  or- 
ganized, our  citizens  can  repel  any  raid  which  brutal  marauders  like 
Quantrill  and  his  band  may  attempt,  and  punish  instantly  and  severely 
those  who  shall-  aid  and  abet  them.  I have  confidence  only  in  organized 
action,  and,  satisfied  both  of  your  ability  to  lead  any  forces  and  your 
resolve  to  jiunish  the  guilty,  I shall  be  happy  to  place  the  military  of 
the  State  at  your  disposal. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  CARNEY, 

Governor, 
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Kansas  City,  Mo.,  September  3,  18G3. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Caeney, 

Goveryior  of  Kansas : 

Governor  : I am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  morning.  I fully 
sympathize  with  your  feeling  of  anxiety  to  give  security  to  the  Kansas 
border,  and  to  avenge  on  the  rebels  in  Missouri  the  unparalleled  atroci- 
ties of  the  Lawrence  massacre.  My  forces  in  Missouri  and  Kansas 
having  been  greatly  reduced  by  re-enforcements  sent  to  Generals  Grant, 
Steele,  and  Blunt,  I am  glad  to  avail  myself  of  your  offer  of  a part  of  the 
Kansas  militia  to  aid  the  United  States  forces  in  this  district.  With 
the  chief  towns  on  the  eastern  border  of  Kansas  garrisoned  by  the 
militia  of  the  State,  and  with  two  regiments  of  volunteers  which  I have 
lately  ordered  to  re-enforce  the  troops  already  in  the  district,  the  military 
authorities  will  be  able  not  only  to  execute  the  orders  for  the  expulsion 
of  disloyal  persons,  but  also  to  pursue  and  destroy  the  guerrilla  bands 
which  have  so  long  ravaged  the  border.  Eor  the  purpose  named,  I will 
accept  the  service  of  so  many  companies  of  militia  as  may  bo  deemed 
necessary  by  you  and  the  district  commander  to  iirotect  the  towns  re- 
ferred to. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  September  3,  1863. 
Commanding  Officer,  Lexington,  Mo. : 

I have  reliable  information  that  Quantrill  is  concentrating  on  the  Sni. 
If  the  detachments  sent  by  you  and  from  Wellington  up  the  river  can 
be  got  together,  let  them  scout  the  Sni  country.  I will  send  other  scout- 
ing parties  there. 

THOMAS  EWIKG,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Circular,  Ko.  G.]  Hdqrs.  Central  District  of  Missouri, 

Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  September  3, 18G3. 

Armed  bands  of  irresponsible,  unauthorized  men  threaten  to  enter 
Missouri  from  Kansas  for  the  purpose  of  pillaging  and  sacking  the 
country.  Should  they  enter  this  district,  they  will  be  treated  in  the 
same  manner  as  under  existing  orders  other  robbers,  murderers,  and 
marauders  are  to  be  treated.  Commanding  officers  of  sub-districts  will 
meet  these  outlaws  with  firmness,  and  if  they  refuse  to  leave  the  dis- 
trict after  being  warned  to  do  so,  they  will  be  considered  open  enemies 
warring  against  the  Government. 

Citizens  will  be  expected  to  arm  themselves,  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
assist  in  the  protection  of  their  homes.  The  demons  who  massacred  in 
cold  blood  our  friends  at  Lawrence  are  being  driven  toward  the  border 
of  this  district,  and  will  make  an  effort  to  enter  it.  In  order  to  prevent 
this,  and  afibrd  protection  to  the  citizens  of  the  country,  the  utmost 
energy  is  necessary ; the  country  must  bo  constantly  and  thoroughly 
scouted.  This  is  the  time  for  action.  Small  guards  placed  in  substan- 
tial buildings  will  be  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  points  where  posts 
have  been  established  until  quiet  has  again  been  restored.  Thp  entire 
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command  in  this  district  will  be  in  the  field  and  in  the  saddle.  • Sol- 
diers, remember  Lawrence ! Let  it  be  your  watchword.  Guerrillas  are 
outlaws,  and  are  to  receive  no  quarters. 

Bv  order  of  Brigadier- General  Brown  : 

[JAS.  EAINSFOED,] 

Assutant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  210.  1 Memphis,  Tenn.,  September  3,  1863. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  N.  B.  Buford  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  post  of 
Helena,  Ark.,  and  will  proceed  thither  as  soon  as  relieved  at  Cairo. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith  will  detail  a competent  officer  with  field  rank 
as  commandant  at  Cairo,  to  relieve  Brig.  Gen.  N.  B.  Buford. 

**#*##* 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut: 

HENEY  BINMOEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  September  4,  1863 — 2 p.  m. 
]\Jaj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief : 

The  following  telegram,  just  received,  is  forwarded  for  the  action  of 
the  General-in-Chief,  at  the  request  of  Major-General  Hurlbut,  com- 
manding the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps : 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  September  1., 

Major-General  Schofield,  Samt  Louis,  Mo.  : 

General  Steele,  in  my  judgment,  requires  5,000  infantry.  I cannot  sp'are  them. 
Inquire  of  General  Halleck  if  he  can  spare  them  from  any  other  command.  I am 
unable  to  give  that  force,  having  been  heavily  reduced  by  drafts  made.  It  is 
vitally  important  to  Steele  that  he  be  re-enforced.  General  Grant  has  no  men  to 
snare  below. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-General. 

General  Schofield  is  absent  in  Kansas,  but  I am  satisfied  he  has  no 
Troops  to  spare  from  this  department  j indeed,  not  a sufficient  number 
for  the  duties  he  is  called  upon  to  perform. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Little  Santa  Fe,  Mo., 

September  4,  1863. 

Brigadier- General  Ewing, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border,  Kansas  City  : 

Sir  : Since  I came  to  camp  I have  received  information  that  the  rebels, 
under  Quantrill,  will  start  south  to-morrow,  or  between  now  and  the 
next  two  days,  and  from  what  I can  learn  they  do  not  intend  any  raid 
into  Kansas.  I would  suggest  that,  if  there  is  any  cavalry  at  Lexing- 
ton, Mo.,  they  be  ordered  out  after  them.  I will  start,  with  all  my 
available  force,  for  Pleasant  Hill  this  evening.  I hear  to-day  that  Star 
was  killed  yesterday  by  one  of  Todd’s  men. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  COLEMAN, 

Captain,  Commanding. 
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Hdqes.  Detachment  of  the  Eleventh  Oavaley, 

Warrenshurg^  September  4,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Ewinc, 

Commanding  District : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  respectfully  represent  that,  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  orders,  I divided  my  command  at  Dresden,  Mo.,  and  sent 
two  companies,  under  command  of  Major  Boss,  with  orders  to  scour  La 
Fayette  County  in  search  of  guerrillas ; afterward  to  report  at  Little 
Santa  Ee,  and  await  my  arrival. 

I arrived  at  this  point  on  the  30th  ultimo,  with  four  companies.  I 
have  vigilantly  scoured  this  county  in  search  of  QuantrilPs  men  and 
guerrillas  from  that  time  up  to  the  present.  My  scouts  have  captured 
and  killed  a number  of  guerrillas,  one  of  whom  was  the  notorious  Cap- 
tain Dobson. 

The  state  of  affairs  in  this  county  is  truly  lamentable.  Union  men 
solemnly  declare  that  they  have  not  nor  cannot  get  protection  from  the 
military  powers  which  have  been  stationed  here.  I deeply  regret  to  say 
to  you  that  the  representations  of  the  unconditionally  loyal  men  of  this 
county  lead  me  fully  to  believe  such  are  the  facts,  and  I respectfully 
state  to  you  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  well-being  of  this  county  demands 
a change  of  commanders  as  well  as  policy.  Union  men  from  every  part 
of  the  county  are  here  as  refugees,  and  have  not  been  to  their  homes 
for  twelve  months.  I can  see  no  excuse  for  this,  save  the  base  negli- 
gence of  the  military  stationed  here,  and  the  utter  repudiation  of  their 
claims  and  interests.  There  are,  and  have  been,  soldiers  enough  here 
to  hold  every  part  of  Johnson  County  free  from  guerrillas,  so  as  to  allow 
business,  at  least,  to  assume  its  wonted  phase. 

I leave,  with  my  command,  for  Sibley,  Mo.,  to-morrow,  in  the  morn- 
ing. After  my  arrival  I will  hasten  to  report  to  you  in  person. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  C.  PACE, 

Major,  Comdg.  Detachment  of  Eleventh  Begt  Missouri  Vol,  Cav. 


Independence,  Mo.,  September  4,  1863. 

General  Ewing: 

1 received  your  order  this  evening  at  Little  Blue,  7 miles  from  this 
place.  I have  been  scouting  the  country  night  and  day  for  two  days 
below  Lexington.  I destroyed  the  camp  equipage  of  one  camp.  I scat- 
tered the  bushwhackers  5 killed  2 of  themj  captured  6 horses.  The 
horses  of  my  command  are  very  tired.  I would  like  to  have  one  or  two 
days’  rest  for  them,  if  you  will  grant  it.  I have  130  men  with  me.  Major 
Pace  has  four  companies  scouting  the  country  you  speak  of,  or  this  was 
the  understanding  when  we  separated.  Answer. 

. J.  T.  BOSS, 

Major,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  » Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  92.  ] Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  September  4,  1863. 

The  militia  of  Kansas  and  Missouri  not  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  will  be  used  only  for  the  defense  of  their  respective  States.  They 
will  not  be  permitted  to  pass  from  one  State  into  the  other  without  ex- 
press orders  from  the  district  commander.  No  armed  bodies  of  men  not 
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belonging  to  the  United  States  troops,  or  to  those  portions  of  Kansas 
and  Missouri  which  have  been  placed  under  the  orders  of  the  depart- 
ment commander  by  the  Governors  of  the  respective  States,  will  be  per- 
mitted, under  any  pretext  whatever,  to  pass  from  one  State  to  the  other. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

0.  W.  MAESH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 

Washington.,  Septernher  5,  1863 — 10.30  X3.  m. 

(Deceived  September  7.) 
Major-General  Hurlbut,  Memphis,  Tenn.:  . 

If  General  Steele  requires  re-enforcements,  you  must  do  all  in  your 
130wer  to  assist  him.  Generals  Kosecrans  and  Burnside  must  so  occupy 
the  enemy  as  to  remove  any  danger  of  an  attack  on  you.  General  Pope 
has  been  directed  to  send  a part  of  his  command  to  Helena.  If  neces- 
sary, you  can  stop  them  in  Tennessee.  I have  no  other  available  forces 
to  send  him. 

H.  W.  IIALLECK, 

General-in- Chief. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  September  5, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. : 

Delegate  from  Colorado  Territory  represents  that  a Colorado  regi- 
ment can  very  well  be  spared  to  re-enforce  General  Connor  in  Utah. 
If  so,  it  should  be  sent  immediately. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  September  5, 1863. 
Major-General  Pope,  MilwauJcee,  Wis.: 

Any  troops  you  can  xiossibly  spare  should  be  sent  to  Helena,  to  re- 
enforce General  Steele.  You  are  authorized  to  re-enlist  the  500 
mounted  men  as  you  propose. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  September  5, 1863—5  p.  m. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Washington: 

The  following  telegram,  received  from  Major-General  Hurlbut,  is  sent 
you  at  his  request: 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  September  3, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Have  heard  from  Steele.  Iowa  cavalry  drove  the  enemy  across  Bayou  Meto,  where 
they  are  fortifying.  Reports  as  to  strength  vary.  Kirby  Smith  is  reported  to  have 
said,  “ I will  defend  Texas  at  Little  Rock.”  I will  again  state  as  my  opinion  that 
Steele  should  have  5,000  infantry  at  once.  The  Arkansas  has  not  risen,  and  wo  must 
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rely  ou  the  White  ELver.  I have  uot  the  troops  to  send.  Send  this  to  General  Hal- 
leck.  If  you  can  reach  Blunt,  inform  him  that  Cooper  and  Cabell  are  concentrating  on 
Little  Eock. 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-General. 

General  Schofield  being  still  absent  in  Kansas,  I forward  this. 

JAS.  TOTTEK, 

Brigadier -General  and  Chief  of  Staff , 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Sejjtember  5,  1863. 

Major-General.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief: 

The  following  telegram  is  sent  you  for  your  information : 

Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 
DevalVs  Bluff,  Arh.,  August  31,  via  Memphis,  September  3,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

The  rebel  troops,  including  Marmaduke,  are  positively  west  of  Bayou  Meto.  They 
are  fortifying  themselves  this  side  of  Little  Eock,  General  Price  in  command,  who  in- 
tends to  hold  118  in  check  until  Kirby  Smith  collects  his  forces  at  Little  Eock.  I 
advance  to-day. 

FEED’K  STEELE. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  September  5, 1863. 
Major-General  Pope,  Milwaukee^  Wis. : 

Geneeal  : Your  letter  of  August  29  is  received.  I have  telegraphed 
you  authority  to  remuster  the  Minnesota  cavalry.  The  Secretary  of 
War  is  absent,  and  I cannot  reply  to  your  request  that  you  be  author- 
ized to  designate  the  battalion  officers.  I do  not,  however,  see  how  such 
authority  can  be  given.  The  law  gives  the  appointment  of  such  officers 
to  the  Governors  of  States.  The  President  can  appoint  only  when  the 
Governor  refuses  to  act. 

General  Hurlbut  is  asking  for  re-enforcements  for  General  Steele  in 
Arkansas.  It  is  very  desirable  that  all  the  troops  you  can  spare  be  sent 
down  the  Mississippi  Eiver  as  early  as  possible.  If  the  rebels  can  be 
driven  out  of  Arkansas,  the  guerrillas  in  Missouri  will  be  comparatively 
quiet.  They  are  always  expecting  that  Price  will  come  to  their  assist- 
ance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

I General-in-Chief 


Wae  Depaetiuent, 
Washi7igt07iy  September  6,  1863 — 3 p.  m. 

(Received  September  10.) 

Major-General  Huelbut,  Memphis.,  Term.  : 

Communicate  with  General  Grant,  or  commanding  officer  at  Vicks- 
burg, for  re-enforcements  to  Steele,  if  they  are  necessary.  If  all  Kirbj^ 
Smith’s  forces  have  moved  to  Little  Rock,  so  many  troops  are  not  re- 
quired on  the  Mississippi  River.  Rosecraus  and  Burnside  will  occupy 
all  of  Bragg’s  forces.  Steele’s  expedition  must  not  be  permitted  to  fail. 
33  E E— VOL  XXII,  PT  II 
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Its  success  is  of  the  greatest  possible  importauce.  Commuuicate  this 
to  General  Grant,  and  in  the  mean  time  assist  General  Steele  all  you 
possibly  can.* 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-Chief. 


War  Department, 
Washington^  September  6,  1863 — 3 p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  James  Totten,  Xoim,  il/o.: 

General  Steele  must  have  every  possible  assistance  from  Missouri, 
General  Pope  will  send  south  several  regiments  as  soon  as  he  can  get 
them  in  from  the  Indian  country.  They  can  be  stopped  in  Missouri, 
if  necessary.  In  the  mean  time  Steele  should  have  all  the  troops  that 
can  possibly  be  spared. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Headquarters  District  op  the  Border, 

Kansas  Citijj  Mo..,  September  6,  1863. 

Col.  William  Weer, 

Tenth  Kansas  Volunteers,  Kansas  City,  Mo. : 

Colonel  : You  will  proceed  at  once  to  Coldwater  Grove,  and  take 
steps  to  prevent  the  threatened  invasion  of  Missouri  by  Kansas  men 
not  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  j and,  in  case  of  such  invasion, 
you  will  expel  the  invaders.  You  will  see  that  the  line  is  thoroughly 
patrolled,  to  ijrevent  such  movement  from  Little  Santa  V6  to  the  south- 
ern boundary  of  this  district. 

Under  Orders,  Ko.  92,  Department  of  the  Missouri,  the  organized 
militia  of  Kansas,  which  has  been  placed  under  my  command,  may  enter 
Missouri  if  ordered  by  me  to  do  so.  There  are  two  companies  of  that 
character  now  on  the  linej  one  at  Eockville  and  one  at  Potosi.  These 
companies  may  enter  Missouri,  if  you  see  fit  to  order  the  movement. 

You  may  assure  the  people  of  Southern  Kansas  that,  with  the  addi- 
tional troops  sent  me  by  the  major-general  commanding  the  depart- 
ment, and  with  the  militia  companies  he  has  authorized  me  to  accept 
when  organized,  I can  guarantee  them  greater  security  from  invasion 
than  they  have  enjoyed  since  the  war  began ; and  that,  to  give  them 
greater  security,  I am  clearing  out  of  the  border  counties  those  rebel 
families  which  have  for  years,  by  their  close  proximity  to  Kansas,  been 
a constant  menace  to  its  loyal  people.  You  will  urge  them  to  remain 
obedient  to  the  Government,  and  not  embarrass  it  with  ill-directed  and 
irregular  efforts  at  retaliation,  which  the  military  authorities  will  at  all 
hazards  prevent  and  repress. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Iowa  Infantry, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  Septeynber  7,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil, 

Commanding  District  of  SoutMvestern  Missouri  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  per- 
mission from  district  headquarters,  a recruiting  party  of  14  men,  under 

^ See  Hurlbut  to  Grant,  September  10,  p.  522.^ 
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charge  of  Corporal  [A.  W.]  Heaton,  was  sent  from  this  regiment  August 
22, 1863,  to  Bolivar,  Mo.  Two  of  the  party  returned  this  evening,  and 
report  that  4 of  them  went  to  Quincy  and  were  there  attacked  by  a party 
of  20  guerrillas.  They  called  on  the  citizens  for  assistance,  which  was 
refused.  A captain  of  the  militia  was  present,  and  asked  the  captain  of 
the  guerrillas  if  he  would  interfere  with  the  citizens,  and  was  told  they 
would  not.  He  then  told  the  citizens  not  to  interfere  with  them.  My 
men  were  taken  prisoners,  and  two  of  them  shot  just  outside  of  town; 
the  other  two  were  taken  away  with  them.  My  men  took  possession  of 
a building,  and  fought  till  their  ammunition  was  expended,  killing  the 
captain  of  the  band,  which  is  reported  certain,  and  whether  any  other 
is  unknown.  A stage  driver,  whose  name  is  not  exactly  ascertained, 
but  is  said  to  be  something  like  Eembert,  was  captured,  but  afterward 
released.  He  was  at  Bolivar  when  my  party  left. 

If  consistent  with  the  good  of  the  service  and  your  plans,  I would 
like  very  much  to  send  a mounted  party  from  this  regiment  to  Quincy, 
to  act  under  your  orders  in  the  premises,  and  especially  to  find  some- 
thing about  the  missing  men. 

I am,  general,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

HUGH  J.  CAMPBELL, 

Major j Commanding  Eighteenth  Iowa  Volunteers, 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  ISeptemher  7, 1863. 
Capt.  J.  G.  Eees,  Independence^  Mo. : 

Quantrill  is  reported  in  the  Hedgepath  settlement,  6 miles  east  of 
Independence,  with  250  men.  Eeport  considered  reliable. 

P.  B.  PLUMB, 

Major  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis^  September  7,  1863. 

Col.  T.  J.  Haines, 

Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence^  Saint  Louis,  3Io.  : 

Colonel  : In  reply  to  your  telegram  and  letter,  as  to  supplies  for 
Major-General  Steele’s  force,  I would  state  that,  under  present  orders, 
that  command  is  in  an  anomalous  condition.  Davidson’s  column  be- 
longs to  the  Department  of  the  Missouri ; Steele’s  is  wholly  taken  from 
my  corps,  and  both  are  now  operating  within  the  limits  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri,  and  are  subject  to  the  orders  of  Major-General 
Schofield.  Thus  the  supplies  should  properly  be  furnished  under  super- 
vision and  control  of  his  officers,  and  hence  I request  they  might  be 
furnished  direct  from  Saint  Louis.  It  was  also  to  avoid  handling  by 
transshipment.  By  making  Memphis  a main  de])ot  and  Helena  an 
entrepot  for  these  troops,  I have  no  doubt  in  the  present  stage  of  water 
much  delay  will  be  avoided.  I have,  therefore,  directed  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  [Charles  D.J  Hinsdill  to  make  his  arrangements  so  as  to  supply 
this  expeditionary  fbrce  from  Memphis  and  Helena.  The  force  may  be 
practically  estimated  at  15,000 ; this  will  give  sufficient  margin.  The 
subsistence  supplies  to  Memphis  should  be  increased  in  estimate  about 
the  same  amount. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

3[ajor- General. 
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Opfice  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 

Department  of  the  Missouri, 

September  9,  1863. 

Eespectfully  furnished  Major-General  Schofield,  for  his  information 
and  action. 

In  my  opinion,  subsistence  supplies  can  be  furnished  General  Steele’s 
command  from  Memphis  or  Helena  to  better  advantage  than  direct  from 
Saint  Louis.  I have  plenty  at  Helena  to  supply  him,  and  will  keep  an 
ample  supply  there  if  the  general  commanding  so  directs. 

T.  J.  HAINES, 
Colonel  and  Chief  Commissary. 


War  Department, 

W ashington,  September  8,  1863. 
Major-General  Pope,  Mihcauhee,  Wis.  : 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  re-enforce  General  Steele  immediately 
with  troops  from  JMissouri.  You  will,  therefore,  send  to  Saint  Louis 
without  delay  all  the  regiments  you  can  si)are,  to  rei)ort  to  General 
Schofield,  to  temporarily  replace  those  which  he  sends  south. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Memphis,  Tenn., 
September  8,  1863 — 12  midnight. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  AY.  Halleck, 

General-in- Chief : 

I informed  Steele  ten  days  ago  that  I would  send  him  another  brigade 
ot*  infantry,  if  he  called  for  it.  This  brigade  will  be  taken  from  Mem- 
phis. General  Stephen  D.  Lee  has  taken  command  of  North  and  Cen- 
tral Mississippi.  Pillow  is  at  Columbus,  organizing  conscriiits  ; [S.  W.] 
Ferguson,  with  about  4,000  men  and  ten  pieces  of  artillery,  at  Okolona ; 
advance  at  Baldwin.  Northern  Arkansas  is  quiet. 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Central  District  of  Missouri, 

Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  September  8,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 
General  : Having  learned  that  the  notorious  Captain  Eucker,  asso- 
ciate of  Jackman,  had  left  the  steamer  Oglesby  last  evening  about  5 
miles  above  Saint  Aubert’s,  and,  in  company  with  5 other  men,  landed  on 
a sand-bar,  with  ajipliances  for  fishing,  as  a cloak  to  other  movements, 
I sent  50  men  from  here  by  train,  with  orders  to  mass  squads  of  5 men 
at  difierent  points,  and  to  cross  the  river  to  Saint  Aubert’s  with  20  men. 
They  found  Eucker  at  Saint  Aubert’s,  and,  on  his  attempting  to  get  into 
the  brush,  he  was  shot  and  severely  wounded.  He  was  left  in  the  hands 
of  a doctor. 

I am,  truly,  yours, 

E.  B.  BEOWN, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 
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SpeinGtEield,  Mo.j  September  8,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

I just  hear  from  Captain  Gilstrap,  in  command  of  the  troops  at  Cass- 
ville,  that  Captain  Gardner,  of  the  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  with  orders 
to  Colonel  Cloud  to  fall  back  on  Fayetteville  and  send  Catherwood  and 
the  militia  to  this  post,  was  captured  near  Mud  Town,  having  1 man 
killed  and  23  taken  prisoners.  They  were  all  paroled,  and  are  at  Cass- 
ville.  I sent  Colonel  Harrison,  with  a battalion  of  his  regiment  and  a 
section  of  the  First  Arkansas  Battery,  yesterday  to  Fayetteville.  I hope 
to  set  things  right  there.  These  things  are  all  the  fruit  of  Colonel  Cloud’s 
desertion  from  this  district,  in  violation  of  orders.  Will  you  send  orders 
to  the  First  Arkansas  Infantry  and  the  battalions  of  the  Sixth  and 
Eighth  Cavalry,  under  Catherwood,  to  march  to  this  iiost  with  all  possi- 
ble haste  ? The  Second  Kansas,  with  Cloud,  anybody  may  have.  I shall 
only  have  continuous  trouble  with  them.  If  you  want  them  put  through, 
send  them  back,  and  the  job  shall  be  attended  to.  Lots  of  guerrillas  in 
the  northern  part  of  district,  and  in  the  south  of  Central  District,  where 
General  Brown  seems  to  have  no  troops.  The  Sedalia  mail  has  been 
lately  attacked,  and  4 men  of  the  Eighteenth  Iowa,  on  recruiting  service, 
were  taken  on  Friday  last,  2 of  whom  were  killed.  I hope  a more  effi- 
cient officer  than  Colonel  Phelps  will  be  sent  to  Warren,  with  positive 
instructions  to  attend  to  things  in  that  direction.  He  seldom  hunted 
guerrillas  while  in  this  district,  and  I don’t  believe  he  will  do  better 
where  he  is. 

JOHK  McNEIL, 

Brigadier- Geiieral. 

Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield,  ilfo.,  September  8,  1863. 
Colonel  Cloud,  Commanding  Arliansas  Expedition: 

Colonel  : I just  learn  that  Captain  Gardner,  of  your  regiment,  with 
orders  for  you  to  march  back  to  Fayetteville,  was  captured  at  Mud 
Town,  and,  with  23  men,  is  now  a paroled  prisoner. 

Since  yon  passed  down,  a train  has  been  attacked  on  the  same  road, 
and  several  men  killed  and  wounded.  Thus  you  see  that  by  exceeding 
your  first  orders  and  absolutely  violating  your  last,  you  have  left  a dis- 
trict where  there  was  plenty  of  business  to  go  to  one  where  you  had  no 
business  at  all. 

You  will  get  duplicate  copies  of  your  orders,  the  originals  of  which  I 
suppose  were  captured?  with  Cap'tain  Gardner.  Upon  receipt  of  this, 
you  will  move  back  to  Fayetteville,  where  you  will  turn  over  the  com- 
mand to  Colonel  Harrison,  and  report  in  person  at  this  post. 

The  battalions  of  the  Sixth  and  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry 
will  be  moved  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  this  post. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

[JOHN  McKEIL,] 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  September  8,  1863. 

Col.  M.  La  Eue  Harrison, 

Commanding  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  in  the  Field  : 

Colonel  : I last  niglit  sent  you  orders  to  change  your  course  to 
Cassville.  You  will  reach  there  by  rapid  marches,  and,  when  there,  you 
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will  move  a sufficient  force  in  tlie  direction  of  Fayetteville  to  drive 
Hunter  from  the  road,  and,  if  possible,  capture  him.  One  squadron 
will  be  detailed  as  guard  to  the  telegraph  train  from  Cassville  in  con- 
structing the  line  to  Fayetteville.  It  will  leave  here  to-morrow  under 
a light  guard;  from  there  a strong  guard  will  be  required.  So  soon  as 
you  have  occupied  Fayetteville,  you  will  proceed  vigorously  to  pursue, 
caiiture,  and  destroy  all  such  bands  as  that  of  Hunter.  Your  officers 
and  men,  from  their  knowledge  of  the  country  and  the  zeal  inspired  by 
their  strong  interest  in  restoring  peace  to  Arkansas,  are  peculiarly  fitted 
for  this  service,  and  I confidently  expect  them  to  make  a record  of  honor 
to  themselves  and  of  usefulness  to  their  State  and  country.  Particular 
attention  is  called  to  General  Orders,  F^o.  30,  series  of  these  headquar- 
ters, and  it  is  hoped  that  your  subordinates  will  regard  its  provisions. 
Posts  and  highways  are  not  the  places  to  find  bushwhackers.  The  by- 
ways and  mountain  paths  your  men  know  so  well  are  the  real  tracks 
to  glory  and  honor.  Night  marches,  sudden  attacks,  ambuscades,  and 
untiring  pursuit  are  the  only  cure  for  bushwhackers  and  guerrillaism. 
I expect  the  early  return  to  the  post  of  Fayetteville  of  the  First  Arkan- 
sas Infantry,  and  have  no  doubt  that  these  two  regiments  and  the  others 
now  forming  will  be  able  to  exiiel  the  enemy  from  Northwestern  Ar- 
kansas. 

Your  attention  is  particularly  called  to  the  extension  of  the  telegraph 
line,  and  you  will  give  every  facility  to  Mr.  Paxson,  the  agent  of  con- 
struction, for  its  rapid  extension.  In  exchange  of  prisoners,  when  your 
* officers  or  men  shall  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  rebel  forces,  you  will  be 
strictly  guided  by  General  Orders,  No.  142,  from  the  War  Department, 
series  of  1862,  and  No.  207,  of  1863. 

Wishing  success  in  your  campaign,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

JOHN  McNEIL, 
Brigadier- General j Commanding. 


Lexington,  September  8, 1863. 

General  Ewing  : 

No  sign  of  Quantrill  yet.  I advised  Colonel  Neill  not  to  break  up 
camp  yet,  as  we  were  able  to  take  care  of  Lexington.  I wiU  try  and 
find  out  to-day  if  Quantrill  is  anywhere  in  the  country.  There  is  a 
report  here  that  Quantrill  crossed  the  river  last  night.  No  truth  in  the 
report,  I think.  If  he  is  on  the  river,  we  can  corner  and  capture  him 
by  letting  him  have  a day  or  two  to  settle. 

B.  F.  LAZEAE, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  September  9, 1863 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

I have  just  heard  from  General  Steele,  date  September  2.  He  was 
then  at  Brownsville;  had  pushed  a party  to  Austin,  15  miles  from  Little 
Eock.  He  will  either  turn  the  works  at  Bayou  Meto,  on  the  north  and 
west,  or  move  rapidly  across  to  Pine  Bluff,  on  the  Arkansas,  crossing 
the  river,  and  advancing  on  Little  Eock  from  the  south  side,, which  is 
wholly  undefended.  In  the  latter  case  his  base  of  supplies  will  be  Na- 
poleon, with  a good  road,  plenty  of  water,  and  through  a ricW  country. 
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I approve  the  movement  from  Napoleon,  and  have  written  General 
Grant,  recommending  that  a division  be  sent  from  below  to  Napoleon 
to  co-operate  with  Steele.  This  movement  will  open  the  cotton- growing 
plantation  country,  and  therefore  the  disloyal  part  of  Arkansas,  hitherto 
unpunished  in  this  war.  The  enemy  will  unquestionably  abandon  Little 
Eock  and  break  for  Texas,  and  with  Davidson^s  cavalry  will  be  broken 
up.  The  railroad  from  DevalFs  Bluff  to  Little  Eock  is  in  working  order, 
and  I am  now  sending  two  engines  around,  to  be  used  after  taking 
Little  Eock,  and  until  the  Arkansas  rises  that  command  can  be  supplied 
by  White  Eiver  and  the  railroad.  I duplicate  this  to  Major-General 
Schofield. 


S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-General. 


•Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis.,  Tenn.,  September  9,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Fred.  Steele, 

Commanding  Arkansas  Expedition,  Brownsville,  Arlc. : 

General:  I have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  2d,  from  Browns- 
ville. I regret  that  Colonel  True  suffered  himself  to  be  separated  from 
his  ammunition  and  provisions  by  train.  Send  all  incumbrances  by 
water.  I very  thoroughly  agree  with  you  in  considering  true  strategy 
to  flank  their  works  and  establish  a new  base  upon  the  Mississippi.  I 
apprehend,  however,  that  this  will  not  at  present  meet  the  views  of 
Generals  Halleck  and  Schofield  ; the  latter  especially  seems  to  have  a 
constant  and  very  lively  sense  of  apprehension  as  to  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri. Heretofore  there  has  been  some  color  for  this,  but  now  that  the 
enemy  has  been  forced  to  concentrate  on  Little  Eock  by  your  advance 
on  the  one  side  and  BlunFs  on  the  other,  there  seems  no  peril  to  Mis- 
souri. In  fact,  a movement  on  the  south  side  of  Arkansas,  avoiding 
their  works  and  threatening  their  rear,  and  thus  their  communications, 
will  draw  them  rapidly  still  farther  south,  and  probably  lead  to  their 
retirement  into  Texas.  In  addition  to  this,  there  is  a strong  expedition 
now  on  foot  for  Texas,  and  I consider  it  of  grave  importance  to  cut  off' 
this  force,  or  force  it  down,  broken  and  demoralized.  A victory  sharply 
followed  up  at  or  near  Little  Eock  will  clear  Arkansas,  send  all  the 
Missouri  Confederate  force  out  of  the  war,  and  disband  any  resist- 
ance to  our  arms  north  of  Eed  Eiver.  The  plan  of  the  fall  and  winter 
campaign,  then,  will  involve  the  occupation  of  Texas  and  the  Eio 
Grande. 

I now  have  two  engines  and  ten  cars,  seized  on  the  Little  Eock  Eail- 
road,  which  I shall  send  you  in  a few  days.  The  gauge  is  5 feet  6 inches, 
which  is  6 inches  larger  than  ours,  and  corresponds  with  the  Missouri 
gauge.  I shall  order  twenty  cars  down  from  Saint  Louis.  In  the  mean 
while  I hope  your  force  will  gather  health,  and,  even  if  you  do  not  move 
at  once  or  for  some  time,  you  paralyze  and  alarm  the  enemy.  I fear  that 
Napoleon  and  the  country  above  is  very  sickly  at  this  season,  and  this 
seems  the  only  difficulty  in  the  way. 

I have  sent  a copy  of  your  letter  to  General  Grant,  and  proposed  to 
him  to  send  Stevenson’s  division,  now  just  returned  from  Monroe,  to 
occupy  Napoleon,  and  move  uji,  joining  you  at  Pine  Bluff  or  such  other 
point  as  you  may  indicate.  If  you  require  more  infantry,  you  will  let 
me  know,  and  send  round  the  boats  for  them.  I cannot  very  well  spare 
them,  but  will  do  it,  and  trust  to  such  troops  as  may  be  sent  me  from 
above. 
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I send  tills  l)y  Major  [Daniel  J.]  Beiitier,  of  my  staff,  to  insure  a quick 
return.  Give  liim  your  views  in  full. 

If  you  can  turn  Bayou  Meto  to  the  north  and  west,  perhaps  it  is  best 
to  try  it,  as  you  already  have  a base  ou  White  Kiver,  and  the  Arkansas 
is  unnavigable. 

Yours,  truly. 


S.  A.  HURLBDT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

September  9,  1863. 


Brig.  Gen.  doiiN  A.  Eawlins, 

Assistant  A(]jutc(7it- General : 

General:  1 send  a copy*  of  General  Steele’s  last  communicatiou. 
You  will  perceive  he  recommends  change  of  base  to  the  ATississippi  at 
Yapoleon.  If  this  meets  the  views  of  the  major-general  commanding, 
I would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  division  jfist  returned  from 
Monroe  be  ordered  up  to  Yapoleon,  to  communicate  with  Steele,  mov- 
ing either  on  Bine  Bluff  or  such  other  point  as  he  may  direct. 

Y^our  obedient  servant. 


S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-  General. 


Leavenworth,  Kans.,  Septe^nber  9,  1863. 

Alaj.  Gen.  John  AI.  Schofield, 

Com^nandinf)  .DeparUnent  of  the  Missouri  : 

Sir  : Great  alarm  exists  in  the  city  of  Leavenworth  for  the  safety  of 
the  lives  and  property  of  the  town.  Tlierefore  we  respectfully,  but 
earnestly,  ask  that  you  cause  to  be  stationed  at  or  near  the  city  of  Leav- 
enworth, six  com])anies  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  to  guard  against  the 
attack  of  Quantrill  or  his  band,  and  thereby  restore  confidence  again 
in  this  community  and  in  the  department,  to  give  that  protection  that 
the  citizens  of  the  city  have  a right  to  exjiect. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  CAENEY, 

Governor  of  Kansas. 

D.  E.  AETHONY, 

Alayor. 

[Iiulorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  AIo.,  September  12,  1863. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  General  Ewing.  Though  there  seems  no 
military  necessity  for  trooiis  at  Leavenworth  City,  I think  it,would  be 
wise  to  station  a small  force  there  for  the  imrpose  of  restoring  confi- 
dence to  the  iieople. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


* See  letter  of  September  2,  p.  506. 
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Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  September  9,  1863. 
Col.  C.  W.  Marsh,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

The  notorious  Manner  Eucker  was  mortally  wounded  by  troops  sent 
from  this  post  at  Saint  AuberUs,  Callaway  County,  yesterday  morning-, 
and  Captain  Kafter  was  killed  at  Quincy,  Hickory  County,  on  the  5tli. 
Those  two,  with  their  bands,  have  been  a terror  to  the  country. 

E.  B.  BEOWN", 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters, 

Hiclcman  Mills,  Mo.,  September  9,  1863, 

Brigadier-General  Ewino, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border  : 

General  : I received  a report  from  Major  Thacher,  at  8 o’clock  last 
evening,  stating  that  Quantrill  was  80  miles  east  of  Independence.  Be- 
lieving that  this  station  is  in  the  best  position  to  check  any  raid  which 
may  be»made  toward  Kansas,  I respectfully  ask  you,  if  possible,  to  send 
me  another  company  immediately.  Captain  Eouell’s  men  are  constantly 
in  the  saddle,  and  with  another  such  squadron  of  cavalry  I believe  that 
I can  keep  this  section  clear  of  guerrillas.  A man  was  robbed  near 
Pleasant  Hill  yesterday,  and  on  Friday  night  last  four  of  these  cut- 
throats came  within  2 miles  of  this  post.  I have  sent  a scout  to  the  place 
where  Quantrill  was  said  to  be  last  night,  and  another  to  the  Little 
Blue.  If  possible,  I should  like  to  see  a company  here  this  evening. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  E.  HAYES, 

Lieut.  Col.  Twelfth  Kansas  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Station. 


Washington,  I).  C.,  September  10, 1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis : 

General  : Your  telegram  of  the  3d  instant,  requesting  that  Senator 
Lane  be  written  to  by  the  President,  was  sent  to  the  latter,  but  he  de- 
clined writing  to  the  former  unless  he  should  appeal  to  him  against 
your  orders  that  no  invasion  of  Missouri  should  be  made  by  the  people 
of  Kansas.  The  President  fully  approves  your  determination  to  pre- 
vent any  such  invasion.  It  could  only  lead  to  bloodshed  and  retalia- 
tion. At  the  same  time  active  measures  must  be  taken  to  break  up  and 
destroy  Quan trill’s  band  of  robbers  and  murderers.  Cannot  the  three 
regiments  which  General  Pope  is  sending  to  you  be  employed  advan- 
tageously for  that  purpose'?  I am  of  opinion  that  all  Missouri  and 
Kansas  troops  should  be  removed  from  that  border,  and  troops  from 
other  States  be  put  in  their  places. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Bilot  Knob,  Mo.,  September  10,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis  : 

A scout  through  Eeynolds,  Shannon,  and  Oregon  Counties  returns 
with  several  prisoners,  horses,  and  arms.  Four  guerrillas  were  killed 
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near  the  State  line.  Among  the  prisoners  is  a Captain  Simpson,  of  the 
Confederate  Army,  in  whose  possession  were  official  documents  issued 
by  General  Kirby  Smith  and  Gov.  Thomas  C.  Keynolds  to  Col.  Waldo 
P.  Johnson,  authorizing  the  latter  to  recruit  Confederate  regiments  and 
impress  horses  and  other  property  in  Missouri.  I hope  to  get  Johnson. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

MempMsy  Tenn.,  September  10,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Tennessee^  Yiclisburgy  Miss. : 

General  : I inclose  with  this  a telegram  from  Major-General  Hal- 
leck.* 

Steele  has  not  called  for  anymore  men,  though  I hold  a brigade  ^Ful- 
ler’s Ohio)  in  readiness  to  move  when  he  does  so.  I refer  to  my  letter 
of  yesterday  as  to  Steele’s  plans. 

There  seems  no  doubt  but  that  Johnston’s  forces  have  mainly  gone  to 
the  Chattanooga  line.  I still  think  that  there  will  be  an  abandonment 
of  ArkaI^sas,  and  the  collection  of  as  many  men  as  they  can  take  south 
in  Texas  and  Northwestern  Louisiana. 

The  mere  march  of  troops  from  Napoleon,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Arkansas  Eiver,  will  be  a great  lever  of  power  over  that  region,  which 
has  been  intensely  secesh  and  is  the  wealthiest  portion  of  the  State. 

I shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  soon,  as  my  position  is  exceedingly 
embarrassing  in  relation  to  other  Arkansas  expeditions.  Schofield  does 
not  give  any  orders,  and  General  Halleck  telegraphs  me  as  if  I were 
responsible.  I do  nothing  but  advise  Steele,  and  leave  him  to  his  own 
devices,  which,  after  all,  I fancy,  is  the  best  way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-  General, 


United  States  Gunboat  Hastings, 

DevalVs  Bluffy  September  10,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Fred.  Steele,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  United  States  Forces  before  Little  Roclcy  Ark. : 

General  : I have  come  up  the  river  with  additional  gunboats,  to  as- 
sist in  your  movements.  From  the  information  I can  gather  here,  I am 
not  likely  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  unless  I go  over  to  Little 
Eock  to  congratulate  you  on  your  success  and  triumphs. 

This  river  is  falling,  and  there  is  not  over  5 feet  of  water  on  some 
of  the  bars.  If  this  is  to  be  your  base  of  supplies,  the  low  water 
coming  requires  your  prompt  attention,  as  at  3 feet,  the  low- water  stage, 
steamers  could  &iug  up  very  little  freight  indeed,  while  we  have  but 
one  or  two  gunboats  of  sufficiently  light  draught  to  act  as  convoy.  It 
is  probable  that  all  the  gunboats,  except  two,  will  be  obliged  to  leave 
this  river  within  two  weeks’  time. 

If  I could  have  obtained  conveyance,  I would  have  gone  over  to  your 
camp  to-day.  Horseback  riding  for  such  a distance  is  rather  too  much 
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for  the  uninitiated.  We  will  make  an  effort  to  get  up  to  Jacksouport, 
leaving  here  in  the  morning.  I shall  be  glad  to  be  of  service  to  you  in 
every  way  possible. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  most  truly,  yours, 

S.  L.  PHELPS, 

Commanding  Sixth  and  Seventh  Divisions,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

No.  22.  ) Little  EocJc,  September  10,  1863. 

I.  The  rebels,  under  command  of  Sterling  Price,  having  been  driven 
from  the  town  of  Little  Kock,  and  it  having  been  duly  surrendered  by 
the  civil  authorities  to  the  Federal  forces,  Brigadier-General  Davidson 
is  hereby  invested  with  the  command  of  the  town  and  its  vicinity,  which 
shall  be  occupied  by  the  troops. 

II.  Upon  assuming  the  command,  General  Davidson  will  immediately 
organize  such  police  and  provost  guard  as  may  be  sufficient  to  insure 
the  good  conduct  of  the  troops  and  proper  police  of  the  city,  instituting 
therefor  such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be  needful  for  good  govern- 
ment of  and  protection  to  the  city  and  its  inhabitants  ; and  for  this  pur- 
pose he  will,  on  application  to  these  headquarters,  have  such  details  of 
infantry  as  may  be  by  him  deemed  necessary. 

III.  Capt.  S.  S.  McNaughten,  provost-marshal,  will  report  to  Briga- 
dier-General Davidson  for  duty. 

[F.  H.  MANTER,] 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Abstract  from  consolidated  tri-monthly  report  of  the  Army  of  Arkansas,  Maj.  Gen.  Fred- 
erick Steele  commanding,  for  September  10,  1863 ; headquarters  Little  Bock,  Ark. 


Command. 


First  Division  (Davidson) 

Second  Division  (Engelmann) 

Third  Division  (Rice) 

Infantry  brigade  (True) 

Cavalry  brigade  (Clayton)  . . . 

Artillery  (Hayden) 

Cavalry  escort  (McLean) 
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Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Pieces  of  artillery. 
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7, 735 

18 
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6,  885 
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4,  007 

89 

1,  796 
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6 

30 
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1,  200 

5 

15 
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844 

28 

4 

64 

91 

124 
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9,  858 

14,  362 

23,  620 

57 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  September  11, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen,  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

General  Ewing’s  order  has  been  modified  so  as  to  prevent  destruction 
of  property,  and  to  permit  the  loyal  people  to  return  to  their  homes  as 
soon  as  they  can  do  so  in  safety.  The  order  so  modified  is  aiiproved  by 
me.  I will  make  a full  report  soon. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 
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Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  Oiiy^  Mo.,  Scptemher  11,  18G3. 

Col.  William  Weer, 

Tenth  Kansas  Volunteers^  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo. : 

Colonel  : Inclosed  is  a dispatch  from  General  Brown.  I have  advices 
from  Lexington  that  the  bushwhackers  are  not  on  Sni,  and  also  from 
Independence  to  the  same  effect.  I think  you  are  going  in  the  wrong 
direction  to  find  them,  and  had  better  have  gone  more  southward  and 
toward  Grand  Eiver.  The  troops  are  all  now  huddled  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  district.  I wish  you  to  send  the  troops  which  were  taken  from 
Cold  Water  and  Trading  Post  south  toward  Grand  Eiver,  so  as  to  cover 
that  part  of  the  line,  which  is  now  badly  uncovered.  I think  your  force 
will  be  more  effective  for  being  reduced  somewhat,  anyhow.  I want  to 
see  you  as  soon  as  you  can  come  in,  to  arrange  disposition  of  troops 
along  and  near  the  border.  I fear  a strike  in  southern  part  of  the  dis- 
trict, say  Ossawatomie.  The  stillness  is  like  that  which  preceded  the 
Lawrence  raid. 

The  wbisky  will  go  out  as  soon  as  opportunity  offers.  I do  not  know 
when  the  escort  is  to  be  got  exactly.  About  all  the  troops  are  in  the 
neck  of  woods  you  have  gone  to. 

Very  truly,  vours, 

THOMAS  EWmG,  Jr., 

Brigadier- Genera  1. 


P.  S. — I have  pretty  authentic  information  that  Quantrill  is  collecting 
his  forces  down  on  Big  Creek,  near  its  mouth,  with  the  purpose  of  in- 
vading Kansas  and  then  going  south.  You  will,  therefore,  send  at  least 
one-half  your  force  down  toward  Trading  Post,  and  have  a thorough 
patrol  kept  up  south  of  the  Osage  to  Little  Osage.  Some  one  should  be 
on  the  border  in  command.  The  rations  go  out  to-day.  Major  Plumb 
has  gone  to  Chapel  Hill  with  one  company  of  the  Eleventh  Kansas. 
There  have  already  been  there  two  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Missouri. 


[Inclosure.] 


Jefferson  City,  Mo., 

September  11,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Ewino: 

Scouting  parties  report  the  eastern  portion  of  your  district  as  being 
still  as  death.  Ko  bushwhackers  heard  from  for  several  days,  nor  any 
parties  in  any  i)ortion  of  my  district.  They  have  mysteriously  disap- 
peared. 

E.  B.  BEOWK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  September  11,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Brown, 

District  of  Central  Missouri,  Jefferson  City : 

QuantrilPs  forces  are  nearly  all  out  of  this  district,  and  I suppose 
they  are  assembling  in  Saline  or  Pettis.  Please  keep  me  advised  as  to 
reports  from  your  scouting  parties  there. 

THOMAS  EWIKG,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Pleasant  Hill,  September  11,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border  : 

Sir  : I arrived  here  last  evening.  Our  forces  ready  for  the  field  num- 
ber some  350.  With  these  we  propose  to  scour  the  Sni  country,  and 
should  information  fix  QuantrilPs  locality  or  that  of  his  band  anywhere 
else,  we  will  probably  go  there.  As  this  force  will  remain  some  few 
days  in  this  neighborhood,  allow  me  to  request  that  subsistence  stores 
be  sent  here  forthwith,  say  some  five  thousand  rations.  One  of  the 
infantry  companies  at  Kansas  City  could  escort  the  train.  I think,  in 
view  of  the  disturbed  state  of  public  feeling  in  regard  to  Quantrill,  it 
would  be  well  to  have  the  Associated  Press  informed  that  I am  in  pur- 
suit of  Quantrill  and  his  gang,  but  that,  being  scattered  into  small  i)ar- 
ties,  hiding  in  the  brush,  they  are  diflicult  [to  find].  This  ought  to  stop 
the  continued  gabble  on  the  subject.  I really  can  form  no  adequate  idea 
as  to  our  success.  From  all  I can  hear,  we  will  have  to  scour  the  brush, 
and,  probably,  then  only  succeed  in  capturing  small  squads.  I can 
form  a better  idea  after  reaching  the  Sni.  We  will,  probably,  be  there 
to-day,  unless  something  interesting  is  found  this  side  of  there. 

Communications  to  me  had  better  be  addressed  here. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WEEK, 

Colonel^  &G. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

' Fort  Smithy  Arh.^  September  11,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  entire  Indian  Terri- 
tory and  W estern  Arkansas  are  in  my  possession  and  under  my  control, 
and  the  country  is  now  open  to  the  settlement  of  the  Kansas  Indians. 

The  most  obnoxious  rebels  (citizens)  have  abandoned  their  homes  here 
and  gone  to  Texas.  Those  that  remain  express  great  satisfaction  at  the 
occupation  of  the  country  by  Federal  troops.  Union  men  who  had  been 
driven  to  the  mountains  to  save  their  lives  are  coming  in  daily  by  scores 
and  enlisting  in  the  various  regiments.  In  my  opinion,  Western  Arkan- 
sas can  be  easily  reclaimed.  Forage  exists  in  abundance,  except  hay. 
This  will  enable  me  to  improve  my  stock,  which  is  greatly  reduced  by 
hard  service  and  no  grain. 

I wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  matter  of  supplies.  I will  not  be 
able  to  get  more  than  one  train  from  Fort  Scott,  besides  the  one  now  on 
its  way  down.  After  the  grass  is  killed  by  frost,  there  will  be  no  forage 
on  the  entire  route  from  Fort  Scott  to  Fort  Blunt.  I shall  direct  the 
next  train  to  bring  down  nothing  but  small  rations,  and  depend  upon 
the  country  lor  bread.  My  information  from  below  is  that  our  forces 
have  possession  of  Little  Kock.  This  opens  the  Arkansas  Kiver,  and  I 
would  respectfully  urge  that  arrangements  be  made  to  ship  supplies  to 
this  place  by  water  as  soon  as  the  Arkansas  is  navigable.  If  it  is  not 
practicable  to  convoy  transports  with  a light- draught  gunboat,  in  my 
opinion  a guard  of  25  to  50  infantry,  with  one  or  twm  howitzers,  would 

insure  ihe  safety  of  any  boat  this  side  of  Little  Kock,  I believe  it  as 

as  the  Missouri  Kiver  (sic).  Please  inform  me  at  as  early  a day  as  pos- 
sible what  can  be  done  in  this  matter.  I would  also  suggest  the  jiro- 
priety  of  constructing  the  telegraph  from  Cassville  to  this  iilace  ; all  it 
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Deeds  is  to  put  up  the  wires ; the  poles  are  all  standing;.  This  will  incur 
but  little  expense,  and  will  place  me  in  direct  communication  with  Saint 
Louis  and  Fort  Scott.  It  will  be  a difficult  matter  to  communicate  by 
express  after  the  grass  is  killed  by  frost.  I would  also  recommend  the 
sending  of  Colonel  Harrison’s  regiment  (First  Arkansas  Cavalry)  to  oc- 
cupy Fiortb western  Arkansas,  with  headquarters  at  Fayetteville.  They 
understand  the  country  thoroughly,  and  would  be  of  great  service  in 
ridding  that  part  of  the  country  of  guerrillas,  of  which  there  are  numer- 
ous bands  in  that  locality.  They  could  also  protect  the  telegraph  line, 
if  it  should  be  reconstructed.  Colonel  Catherwood  left  here  yesterday 
morning  with  the  Sixth  and  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia,  with  orders 
to  proceed  to  Cassville  and  report  to  Brigadier- General  McNeil. 

You  will  please  give  me  instructions  in  regard  to  the  Third  Missouri 
[Wisconsin]  Cavalry.  At  the  time  they  were  ordered  to  concentrate  at 
Fort  Scott,  it  was  impossible  to  comply  with  the  order,  as  I was  almost 
entirely  destitute  of  cavalry,  having  no  others  for  escorting  the  train  to 
Fort  Blunt,  except  that  regiment,  and  consequently  was  compelled  to 
ase  them.  If  there  is  to  be  no  movement  into  Texas  from  this  point, 
and  I am  only  to  hold  Western  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Territories, 
tbe  regiment  can  now  be  spared,  as  it  can  soon  be  replaced  by  the  Four- 
teenth Kansas.  If  the  regiment  is  left  in  my  command,  I would  respect- 
fully suggest  that  Colonel  *Barstow  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  White  be 
given  a leave  of  absence  until  after  the  termination  of  the  war.  They 
are  entirely  worthless  as  officers,  and  their  presence  with  the  command 
will  be  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  the  service.  The  former  has  never 
been  with  the  regiment  since  it  has  been  in  this  department  (over  one 
Vear  and  a half). 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT. 


Cassville,  Mo.,  September  11, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  McNeil,  Springfield^  Mo. : 

My  forage  train  is  out,  and  I cannot  consistently  move  before  to-mor- 
row night,  as  I have  many  horses  to  shoe  and  other  work  to  do  to  get 
this  command  in  shape.  A¥ith  your  approval,  I shall  leave  my  train  and 
the  telegraph  train  here,  take  all  my  available  force,  and  strike  the 
enemy  on  both  flanks  as  rapidly  as  possible ; then  return  by  the  Tele- 
graph road  in  a few  days  as  far  as  Bentonville  or  Elkhorn,  send  for 
telegraph  corps,  wait  until  they  come  up,  building  the  line,  scouring  the 
country  as  we  go,  and  occupy  Fayetteville  at  the  same  time  with  the 
telegraph  ; but  I do  think  that  a preliminary  scout  on  both  sides  of  the 
main  route  is  indispensable  to  the  security  of  our  line  of  communication. 
Do  you  approve  ? 

M.  LA  EUE  HAEEISON, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Sturgeon,  Mo.,  September  11, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

1 came  down  to  see  what  the  trouble  on  this  road  amounted  to.  From 
what  I gathered,  it  was  the  noted  robber  Hunter,  with  about  20  men, 
who  fired  on  the  train  just  above  this  place.  Their  purpose  must  have 
been  to  rob  the  train,  but  it  seems  from  some  cause  they  abandoned  it. 
The  same  party  robbed  two  stores  at  Eenl^k  last  night,  . J have  ordered 
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a scout  in  after  them.  I am  satisfied  no  further  trouble  is  here  to  be 
apprehended  just  now  from  this  band  on  the  road,  as  they  are  loaded, 
with  plunder  and  gone  southwest. 

O.  GUITAE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  September  12,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  H allege. 

General-in-  Chief : 

Colonel  Cloud  routed  the  enemy  near  Fort  Smith  on  the  1st  instant, 
and  now  holds  that  place.  Western  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  country 
are  now  in  our  possession. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis.  Mo.j  September  12,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallece, 

General-in-  Chief : 

The  advance  of  my  troops  into  Arkansas  has  greatly  increased  the 
territory  to  be  occupied,  while  my  forces  have  been  greatly  diminished 
by  sending  troops  to  the  front.  I need  more  cavalry  very  much,  and 
respectfully  request  authority  to  raise  volunteer  cavalry  in  Missouri. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Macon,  Mo.,  September  12,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

The  storm  last  night  blew  down  the  wires  on  all  the  lines,  leaving  me 
without  intelligence  from  any  direction  this  morning.  There  were  some 
apprehensions  that  a raid  would  be  made  on  Callao.  Last  night  I sent 
a squad  of  men  up,  but  have  heard  nothing  this  morning.  The  trouble 
upon  the  roads  will  amount  to  nothing  serious,  though  our  radical  friends 
will  make  the  most  of  it ) they  were  in  high  glee  when  the  intelligence 
reached  here  that  a train  had  been  fired  into ; they  expressed  great  re- 
gret that  you  were  not  upon  it.  They  have  also  been  heard  to  express 
the  hope  that  the  rebels  will  destroy  both  roads.  If  you  should  hear 
of  some  of  these  gents  being  in  a dungeon  for  the  use  of  such  express- 
ions, you  need  not  be  surprised. 

O.  GUITAR, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver^  Colo..,  September  12,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram, 
dated  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  September  7,  and  referring  to  the  ‘Representa- 
tion that  a regiment  could  now  be  spared  from  my  district,  and  that  it 
is  needed  in  Utah.”  I answered  by  telegraph  yesterday  morning,  and 
now  reply  more  at  length. 
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There  is  no  point  in  the  district  that,  in  iny  judgment,  would  be  safe 
with  a less  number  of  troops  than  now  stationed  at  it,  except  at  Camp 
Weld,  near  this  city.  There  is  now  stationed  at  this  place  Companies 
A,  G,  and  I,  First  Colorado  Cavalry ; one  section  of  First  Colorado  Bat- 
tery, or  Captain  McLain’s  company  Colorado  A^olunteers  (true  relation 
hardly  known),  and  half  of  Company  G,  Third  Colorado  Volunteers.  I 
have  kept  more  troops  here  than  was  demanded  for  immediate  protec- 
tion, first,  because  it  is  central,  and  I could  from  time  to  time,  as  neces- 
sity seemed  to  require,  re-enforce  the  places  that  were  threatened  5 second, 
because  I have  had  to  do  a great  deal  of  escort  duty  from  this  place,  by 
direction  of  the  War  Department  and  Department  of  the  Missouri,  and 
under  the  circumstances  I think  this  has  all  been  necessary. 

The  Overland  Stage  Company  has  applied  to  me  for  additional  pro- 
tection between  where  their  line  enters  the  mountains  and  Fort  Bridger, 
a distance  of  between  300  and  400  miles.  On  this  route  Fort  Halleck  is 
located,  where  Company  B,  ^^inth  Kansas  Cavalry,  has  been  stationed, 
but  it  is  now  relieved  and  ordered  to  Leavenworth,  Kaus. 

I have  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Collins,  at  your  suggestion,  to 
divide  his  command  between  the  Overland  Stage  Line  and  the  line  of 
the  Pacific  Telegraph  Company,  which  would  afford  them  each  am^ile 
protection,  but  no  more  than  ample,  in  my  opinion. 

I have  had  to  send  another  company  to  Fort  Lyon,  in  consequence  of 
the  threatening  attitude  of  the  Kiowa  and  Comanche  Indians,  below 
that  post  on  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  the  Santa  F6  route. 

The  civil  officers  of  Conejos  and  Costilla  Counties  have  all  resigned, 
and  there  is  only  the  United  States  commissioner  and  deputy  United 
States  marshal  to  carry  on  the  affairs  of  Government  there. 

The  commissioner  has  urged  me  to  proclaim  martial  law  in  those  coun- 
ties, but,  deeming  this  not  best,  I have  assured  him  that  he  should  have 
all  needful  protection  and  aid  in  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  aud  have  instructed  Lieut.  Col.  S.  F.  Tappan,  command- 
ing at  Fort  Garland,  accordingly. 

The  Indians  who  committed  the  theft  and  robbery  in  the  neighbor- 
hoods of  Laramie  and  Halleck  are  now  in  camp  at  the  Conejos  agency, 
oO  miles  from  Fort  Garland.  I have  thought  it  best  not  to  irritate  them, 
as  they  are  the  same  who  were  represented  at  Washington  last  winter, 
and  Governor  Evans  and  Dr.  Steck  (Superintendents,  respectively,  of 
Indian  Aftairs  in  Colorado  and  New  Mexico),  and  Indian  Agents  White- 
ley  and  Head  are  to  have  a council  and  make  a treaty  with  them  on  the 
1st  of  October  next;  but  if  they  refuse  to  indemnify  "the  stage  company 
and  Mr.  Eichard,  then,  of  course,  we  shall  try  to  make  them ; otherwise 
they  will  steal  and  rob  the  country  over,  and  so  interfere  with  the  stage 
company’s  stock  that  they  could  not  run,  and  the  mails  would  cease. 

Whoever  represented  that  a regiment  could  be  spared  from  this 
district  could  not  have  known  whereof  he  represented,  or  did  not  care 
about  the  safety  of  Colorado ; i)erhaps  wanted  the  job  of  transporting 
the  troops  to  Utah. 

Colorado,  in  my  judgment,  is  not  of  second  importance  to  any  State 
or  Territory  to  the  General  Government.  If  protected  and  kept  quiet, 
she  will  yield  twenty  millions  of  gold  this  year,  and  double  yearly  for 
years  to  come,  and,  in  view  of  the  national  debt,  I think  this  important, 
very ! 

1 hope  the  imijor-general  commanding  will  not  think  that  1 have  any 
sinister  design  in  keeping  troops  here  that  ought  to  be  elsewhere.  If  a 
special  inspector  (an  officer  on  the  commanding  general’s  staff)  could 
be  sent  out  here  (one  who  would  agree  to  endure  the  fatigue  of  travel 
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and  privation  of  fare)  to  travel  over  tliis  district,  and  see  its  wants  and 
importance,  I should  be  very  glad  to  have  him  represent  to  the  com- 
manding general  the  state  of  things  in  this  district.  Light  makes 
manifest. 

I am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  CHIVINGTOi^^, 

Colonel  First  Colorado  Cavalry , Comdg.  District  of  Colorado, 


General  ' Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Northwest, 

No.  36.  j Milwaulcee,  Wis.,  September  12,  1863. 

nereafter  no  prisoners  will  be  received  into  military  custody  from 
officers  of  the  provost- marsh  aPs  department  without  a written  statement 
of  the  offense  with  which  the  prisoner  stands  charged,  with  full  particu- 
lars, such  as  can  be  presented  in  charges  and  specifications  for  his  trial 
by  court-martial.  The  commanding  officer  of  any  post  or  camp  within 
this  department  receiving  such  prisoners,  will  forward  to  these  head- 
quarters a copy  of  such  written  statement,  and  also  a written  presenta- 
tion of  any  grounds  of  defense  offered  by  the  party  arrested,  so  that  the 
matter  can  be  examined  into  by  the  militaiy  authorities  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

Several  cases  of  improper  arrest  by  provost-marshals,  involving  much 
hardship  and  wrong,  have  already  come  to  the  notice  of  the  military 
authorities.  To  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  injustice,  the  examina- 
tion iierein  ordered  will  be  carefully  and  completely  made  by  every 
military  commander  to  whom  it  is  sought  ta  turn  over  prisoners  so 
arrested. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Pope: 

J.  F.  MELINE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  * September  13,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

A considerable  force  of  guerrillas,  well  mounted  and  armed,  under 
Colonel  Clark,  with  five  pieces  of  artillery,  are  10  miles  back  of  Daniels’ 
Point,  which  is  12  miles  above  Osceola.  The  river  is  full  of  bars,  and 
the  boats  are  compelled  to  run  under  the  Arkansas  shore.  Another 
force  is  reported  coming  in  at  Hickman’s  Bend.  They  should  be  dis- 
lodged at  once.  This  is  reliable,  having  come  from  a man  who  was 
their  prisoner  and  saw  the  artillery  force  from  Columbus.  Will  wait 
your  orders,  if  you  cannot  shove  it. 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  September  13,  1863. 
Messrs.  Emery,  Lykins,  and  Ladd, 

Committee,  Ac. : 

Gentlemen  : In  reply  to  your  communication,  presented  to  me  by  one 
of  your  number,  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  Lawrence,  asking  for  such 
force  to  be  stationed  among  you  as  will  give  security  to  life  and  prop- 
erty and  restore  confidence  to  the  peoi)le,  I will  inform  you  what  steps 
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have  been  taken  to  tiiat  end.  Since  the  Lawrence  Inassacre  I have  sent 
nearly  two  regiments  of  good  troops  into  General  Ewing’s  district.  The 
Governor  of  Kansas  has  been  authorized  to  raise  an  additional  regi- 
ment of  cavalry  for  home  service,  which,  I am  informed,  is  rapidly  filling 
np,  and  I have  supplied  the  State  with  all  the  arms  that  can  be  used  by 
the  militia  of  the  State.  A proper  use  of  the  means  thus  placed  at  the 
disposal  of.General  Ewing  and  Governor  Carney,  will  make  Kansas  far 
more  secure  than  any  other  portion  of  this  department. 

I would  gladly  station  in  Kansas  sufiicient  troops  to  give  entire  se- 
curity and  confidence  without  the  aid  of  the  State  militia,  were  it  in  my 
power  to  do  so.  To  show  you  how  impossible  this  is,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  say  that  for  several  months  I have  had  in  continuous  active 
service  ten  regiments  of  Missouri  militia,  not  paid  by  the  United  States, 
and  have,  within  a few  days,  been  compelled  to  call  ui)on  the  Governor 
of  Missouri  for  two  additional  regiments  to  relieve  volunteers  which 
must  be  sent  to  re-enforce  the  army  in  Arkansas.  The  United  States 
troops  now  stationed  for  the  protection  of  Kansas  are  far  more  numer- 
ous in  proportion  than  in  any  other  iiortiou  of  this  department,  and 
surely  1 may  expect  of  the  militia  of  Kansas,  for  a short  time,  what  the 
militia  of  Missouri  have  done  for  so  many  months.  I have  full  confi- 
dence that  General  Ewing  and  Governor  Carney  will  make  good  use  of 
the  means  placed  at  their  disposal  for  the  protection  of  Kansas.  Of 
course,  I must  leave  the  details  to  them. 

I believe  you  may  confidently  assure  your  people  of  as  great  a degree 
of  security  as  is  possible  to  exist  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  and 
I hope  you  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  allay  their  very  natural  yet 
unnecessary  anxiety.  Let  me  ask  you,  gentlemen,  to  bear  my  renewed 
assurances  to  the  people  of  Lawrence  and  of  Kansas  of  my  deep  sym- 
l^athy  for  their  recent  great  calamity,  and  of  my  solicitude  for  their 
future  safety  and  prosperity.  Accept  for  yourself  the  highest  senti- 
ments of  consideration. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 


General  Orders,  \ Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

Ko.  24.  1 Little  Bode,  Arh,  September  13,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  K.  Kimball  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Pro- 
visional Division,  including  the  infantry  brigade  commanded  by  Col. 
James  M.  True. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele: 

GEOKGE  O.  SOKALSKI, 

First  Lieut.  Seeond  Cavalry,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  September  14,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief: 

The  division  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith  has  started 
from  Vicksburg  to  Helena,  to  re-enforce  General  Steele ; left  on  the 
11th.  They  are  ordered  across  to  Devall’s  Bluff.  Four  thousand  in- 
fantry and  two  batteries. 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-General. 


(Same  to  Schofield.) 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Seiitember  14, 1863. 

General  Ewino: 

Major  Curtis  telegraphs  from  Fort  Scott  that  there  are  indications  of 
the  return  of  large  numbers  of  rebels  from  Arkansas  to  Western  Mis- 
souri, in  small  parties.  Look  out  for  them. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis j Jfo.,  September  14,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Ewino, 

Kansas  City,  Mo. : 

General  : I believe  I shall  be  able,  without  much  difficulty,  to  sat- 
isfy the  loyal  people  of  Missouri  with  the  policy  of  depopulating  the 
border  counties.  They  seem  willing  to  accept  my  opinion  on  the  subject. 
It  is  impossible,  however,  to  remove  the  apprehension  that  it  will  at 
some  future  time  be  deemed  necessary  to  extend  it  to  the  next  tier  of 
counties.  The  people  of  these  counties  are  in  a great  state  of  anxiety 
and  alarm.  They  seem  to  fear  as  much  from  the  Kansas  troops  as 
from  Lane’s  lawless  rabble.  Although  this  fear  is  groundless,  it  is 
natural,  and  is  entitled  to  attention.  I think  it  wise  to  transfer  those 
counties  to  General  Brown’s  district,  as  a means  of  allaying  that  ex- 
citement, and  of  satisfying  the  people  of  Missouri.  I want,  however, 
to  defer  making  this  change  until  it  can  be  done  without  danger  to  the 
border.  Please  make  arrangements,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  transfer 
the  command  of  those  counties,  with  the  Missouri  militia  troops  in  your 
district,  to  General  Brown,  and  inform  me  when  it  can  be  done  with 
safety. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  September  14, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Fisk, 

Commanding  Pilot  Knob : 

The  rebels  (about  300  strong)  were  repulsed  from  Salem  yesterday 
morning,  and  driven  about  20  miles  south,  with  considerable  loss.  Let 
your  force  pursue  and  destroy  them,  if  i^ossible. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  September  14,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk, 

Commanding  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri : 

Ko  additional  news  yet  from  General  Davies,  commanding  District 
of  Eolla.  He  says,  “ I sent  100  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  to  Salem 
last  night.  They  were  there  before  daylight  this  morning.  They  know 
of  Fisk’s  move  of  500  men.”  It  is  not  now  believed  at  these  headquar- 
ters that  the  rebel’s  force,  under  Coleman  and  company,  is  as  great  as 
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represented.  Your  expedition  is  certainly  large  enough  to  exterminate 
them,  and  the  major-general  commanding  desires  you  will  urge  the  offi- 
cers in  command  of  the  500  cavalry  sent  out  to  use  every  effort  to  rid 
the  country  of  this  band  and  administer  a lesson  they  will  remember 
before  returning. 

JAS.  TOTTEK, 

Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Pleasant  Hill,  Mo.,  September  14,  1863. 

A.  D.  ^T^A.'R'L.  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Sir  : We  have  just  returned  from  a scout  through  Lone  Jack,  Chapel 
Hill,  Bloodsaw  Mill,  and  Blue  Springs,  and,  from  information  received, 
I am  of  the  opinion  that  Quan trill  intends  another  raid  in  Kansas  on 
his  way  south.  I think  he  intends  to  cross  the  line  in  the  vicinity  of 
Cold  Water  Grove,  probably  not  far  from  where  he  went  in  the  last  time. 
You  will  immediately  send  this  information  to  all  the  commands  along 
the  border ; also  notify  the  people  of  the  towns  and  counties  along  the 
border.  My  opinion  is,  should  Quantrill  invade  Kansas  again,  he  will 
strike  the  line  near  Aubrey,  by  Paola  and  Ossawatomie,  then  pass  down 
west  of  Fort  Scott  and  east  of  the  Keosho.  Quantrill  says  that  he  in- 
tends to  kill,  burn,  and  plunder  everything  in  their  way  south.  Tell 
the  troops  and  people  of  this,  and,  for  God’s  sake,  be  on  your  guard. 
Leave  nothing  undone.  I am  doing  everything  possible.  Colonel  Weer 
is  with  me  in  command,  and  is  trying  hard  to  ferret  out  the  bush- 
whackers. Finally,  Seaii,  let  no  act  or  omission  of  ours  favor  these 
he  1-hounds  in  their  designs  on  Kansas. 

Eespectfully, 

C.  S.  CLAKK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding. 


Camp  near  Old  Fort  McKay, 

Arkansas  Eiver^  September  14,  1863. 


Lieut.  George  H.  Stilwell, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Denver^  Colo. : 


Sir:  I have  kept  the  command  under  Lieutenant  Edington  near 
Cimarron  Crossing  since  my  last  letter  to  you.  Have  been  down  the 
country  myself  as  far  as  Fort  Lamed.  Colonel  Leavenworth  has  sent 
out  from  Lamed  one  gun,  with  command,  under  Lieutenant  Crocker, 
one  scouting  party  of  infantry,  under  Captain  Parmetar,  and  50  mounted 
men,  under  Captain  Bead.  They  are  scouting  the  road  from  Fort  Mc- 
Kay to  Walnut  Creek.  The  Indians  have  stopped  their  depredations, 
and  all  chiefs  say  that  they  will  prevent  their  tribes  from  committing 
further  depredations.  The  only  trouble  that  has  occurred  since  I came 
down  was  the  taking  by  force  one  ox  from  a train,  and  the  robbing  of 
Wagon-master  Allen,  of  Honore’s  train  (of  Denver),  of  his  pocket-book 
and  $70  in  money.  The  great  scare  that  the  Indians  had  last  week 
was  created  by  a party  of  Caddo  Indians  coming  up  from  Texas  with 
wagons  and  cattle,  instead  of  a hostile  party  of  Texans.  The  man 
that  I was  to  have  arrested  for  selling  liquor  to  the  Indians  Colonel 
Leavenworth  claims  as  being  in  the  District  of  Kansas,  and  will  arrest 
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him^  Tvith  all  his  property.  I shall  move  up  the  country,  toward  Lyon, 
in  two  or  three  days. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SCOTT  J.  ANTHONY, 

Major  First  Colorado  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

P.  S. — I will  p^ive  you  the  statements  of  Yellow  Butfalo,  chief  of  the 
Kiowas,  Little  Kaven,  chief  of  the  Arapahoes,  and  other  Indians,  who 
report  the  same  thing,  and  let  you  take  it  for  what  it  is  worth ; I don^t 
believe  it.  They  state  that  runners  have  been  down  among  the  Indian 
tribes  on  the  Arkansas  from  the  Sioux  and  Cheyennes,  of  the  Platte, 
trying  to  get  the  Indians  of  the  plains  all  united  for  a general  attack 
upon  both  the  Platte  and  Arkansas  routes,  the  attack  to  be  made  this 
fall,  and  that  all  the  tribes,  except  the  Cheyennes,  refused;  that  the 
Cheyennes  have  agreed  with  the  Sioux  to  commence  war  upon  the  Platte 
route  very  soon,  and  that  we  may  look  for  trouble  up  there,  but  not 
here. 


War  Department, 

Washington^  September  15,  1863 — 4.30  p.  ra. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis , Mo. : 

If  the  regiments  sent  to  you  by  General  Pope  can  possibly  be  spared, 
they  should  be  sent  to  Corinth  or  Tuscumbia,  to  report  to  General  Hurl- 
but.  It  is  important  that  all  troops  that  can  possibly  be  spared  be  sent 
to  the  Tennessee  River  to  assist  General  Rosecrans. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo., 
September  15,  1863 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief : 

It  will  hardly  be  possible  for  me  to  send  any  troops  to  General  Rose- 
crans.  I am  compelled  to  call  out  Missouri  militia,  to  relieve  troops 
sent  to  Steele,  until  General  Pope’s  troops  arrive.  The  radical  papers 
are  opposing  it,  and  doing  all  in  their  power  to  create  dissatisfaction  in 
the  militia. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

No.  28.  ) Little  Boclc^  Ar1c.,  September  15,  1863. 

* * # * * * * 

III.  The  Union  men  of  Conway  County,  Arkansas,  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  form  themselves  into  a company  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
themselves,  their  families  and  homes,  from  all  violence  and  depredations 
on  the  part  of  rebels  and  all  unauthorized  persons. 

lY.  The  Union  men  of  Pulaski  and  Prairie  Counties,  Arkaosas,  are 
hereby  authorized  to  form  themselves  into  a company  or  companies  for 
the  purpose  of  home  defense  and  the  protection  of  their  families  and 
property  from  the  depredations  of  guerrillas,  rebels,  and  all  unauthor- 
ized iiersons  whatsoever. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  Steele: 

[GEORGE  O.  SOKALSKI,! 

First  Lieut.  Second  Cavalry^  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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Washington,  September  15, 1863—- 5.30  p.  in. 

Major-General  Pope  : 

It  is  important  that  all  the  troops  you  can  possibly  spare  should  be 
immediately  sent  south  j they  will  be  used  in  Tennessee,  a healthy  coun- 
try. Advise  me  of  their  movements. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Saint  Louis,  September  15,  1863. 

Major-General  Pope  : 

Please  inform  me  when  your  troops  will  probably  reach  this  place. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield^  il/o.,  September  15,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  DepartniPMt  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : Your  telegram  of  this  date  received.  The  First  Arkan- 
sas Infantry  are  with  Colonel  Cloud,  as  are  one  battalion  of  the  Sixth 
Missouri  State  Militia  and  one  of  the  Eighth,  and  four  guns  of  Eabb’s 
battery,  and  one  squadron  of  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  with  two  how- 
itzers. Eleven  companies  of  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  are  either  at 
Cassville,  with  one  section  of  First  Arkansas  Battery,  or  clearing  the 
road  between  there  and  Fayetteville.  Four  companies  of  the  Eighth 
are  on  the  road  to  Eolla,  guarding  trains  and  mails,  with  occasional 
scouts  in  pursuit  of  guerrillas.  One  company  is  in  Hickory  County, 
with  directions  to  pursue,  capture,  and  destroy  the  devils  who  mur- 
dered the  men  of  the  Eighteenth  Iowa  at  Quincy,  and  two  companies 
in  Newton  County,  under  that  energetic  bushwhacker  and  brave  soldier, 
Captain  Burch.  Four  companies  of  the  Sixth  are  in  Benton,  Yernon, 
and  Saint  Clair  Counties,  to  trap  QuantrilPs  men  and  to  enforce  General 
Orders,  No.  92,  of  your  headquarters.  I have  osrie  company  of  the  Sixth 
and  Eighteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  twd  sections  First  Arkansas  Battery, 
and  one  of  Eabb^s  battery  here  with  me,  and  a few  recruits.  If  the 
First  Arkansas  Infantry  and  two  cavalry  battalions  return  to  Fayette- 
ville, there  will  be  force  enough  to  wipe  out  anything  north  of  the  mount- 
ains, and,  when  I can  arm  and  equip  the  recruits,  to  drive  all  hostile 
. parties  north  of  the  river.  I hope  the  assistance  of  Colonel  Cloud’s 
force  was  essential  to  General  Blunt,  for,  to  say  the  least,  his  leaving 
this  district  with  the  best  troops  I had — those  I depended  on  to  make 
a firm  stand  in  Northern  Arkansas — was  unfortunate  for  my  plans. 
Hunter’s,  Euff’s,  Arrington’s,  Brown’s,  and  other  bands  are  raiding  that 
country  now  and  harassing  our  trains,  when  we  should  be  making  the 
country  too  hot  for  them.  The  Eighteenth  Iowa  Infantry  has  been  at 
this  point  too  long.  It  is  a good  regiment  and  well  ofiicered,  but  is  suf- 
fering from  the  canker  of  too  long  a rest  in  post.  The  best  interests  of 
the  service  and  of  the  regiment  would  bo  advanced  by  ordering  them  to 
the  field  at  once.  There  is  no  danger  of  losing  anything  we  have  gained 
in  front,  while  we  are  keeping  the  country  comparatively  quiet.  The 
occupation  by  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  and  the  arming  of  loyal 
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citizens  will  effectually  keep  down  busliwliacking.  It  makes  the  war 
against  those  people  necessarily  more  sanguinary  and  cruel ; but  for 
that  very  reason  it  will  be  sooner  brought  to  a conclusion.  Cruelty  to 
the  bushwhacker  will  be  mercy  to  the  loyal  and  peaceful  citizen. 

I am  not  advised  of  the  real  force  under  General  Blunt,  or  of  his  ability 
to  hold  Forts  Smith,  Gibson,  and  Van  Buren,  and  keep  his  communi- 
cation open  to  the  rear.  I should  regard  the  defection  of  the  Indian 
tribes,  now,  I suppose,  well  ascertained,  as  a guarantee  of  an  open 
road  by  Fort  Scott,  while  the  occupation  of  Fayetteville  and  the  small 
towns  between  the  river  and  the  Missouri  line  would  guard  his  rear, 
and  the  troops  so  occupied  would  be  of  more  service  to  him  than  though 
actually  in  his  camp.  The  distance  from  Eolla  to  Fort  Smith  being 
some  75  miles  shorter  than  from  Leavenworth,  I submit  whether  this 
be  not  the  best  point  to  furnish  supplies  from,  until  the  occupation  of 
Little  Rock  and  the  rising  of  the  Arkansas  River.  The  burning  of  Fay- 
etteville interferes  materially  with  its  importance  as  a military  point, 
and  I think  when  the  loyal  men  of  lilorthern  Arkansas  have  guns  put 
in  their  hands,  they  will  be  able  to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  no  depot 
of  supplies  will  be  needed  north  of  Fort  Smith.  I have  no  apprehen- 
sions of  losing  any  ground  that  we  have  now  occupied  in  Northwestern 
Arkansas,  nor  of  keeping  comparative  peace  in  the  Missouri  part  of  the 
district ; but  there  are  many  things  in  regard  to  the  policy  to  be  pur- 
sued in  Arkansas  that  I would  like  to  confer  with  you  about  as  soon  as 
I can  spare  time  from  this  post. 

I have  already  signified  that  in  case  the  health  of  the  gallant  General 
Blunt  shall  render  his  longer  stay  in  the  field  impossible,  that  I should 
like  to  be  trusted  with  that  command.  I trust  what  I lack  in  accurate 
military  knowledge  I may  be  able  to  make  up  in  energy  and  determina- 
tion to  perform  my  duties. 

Hoping  this  brief  statement  of  the  state  of  the  district  may  be  satis- 
factory, I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McNEIL, 

= ' Brigadier-General,  Commanding, 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  September  IG,  1863. 
Major-General  Hurlbut,  Memphis  : ' 

Your  dispatch  of  the  13th  is  received.  I have  a cavalry  force  now  in 
the  extreme  southeastern  portion  of  Missouri,  which  I will  send  against 
the  guerrillas  under  Clark. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  September  IG,  1863. 
Brigadier- General  Fisk,  Pilot  Knob  : 

General  Hurlbut  reports  a considerable  force  of  guerrillas,  with  five 
pieces  of  artillery,  near  Osceola,  on  the  Mississippi.  Their  object  is  to 
interrupt  navigation.  I desire  you  to  send  a force  against  them,  if  pos- 
sible. Please  report  what  force  you  can  send,  and  how  soon. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 
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Hdqrs.  17th  Army  Corps,  Dept,  op  the  Tennessee, 

Yiclishurg^  September  1(5,  1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  Memphis  : ‘ 

General  : Official  information  liaving  just  been  received  from  Gen- 
eral Steele  that  lie  is  in  Little  Eock,  and  that  Price  is  retreating,  pur- 
sued by  Davidson,  I have,  by  direction  of  Major-General  Grant,  ordered 
Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith  to  return  to  this  place  with  his  command, 
without  disembarking  it,  unless  General  Steele  has  some  important 
move  on  hand,  which  renders  it  necessary  that  he  should  remain  for 
the  present. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  B.  M0PHERSO17, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  Smith.) 


Hdqrs.  Seventh  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Helena,  Arlc.,  September  16,  1803. 

]\raj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Histriet  of  Tennessee  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  send  you  copy  of  my  orders  j also  a 
report  of  my  command,  by  regiments,  as  directed  by  you. 

In  pursuance  of  my  orders,  I sent  one  of  my  aides,  via  White  Eiver, 
who  left  this  morning,  to  communicate  with  Genera]  Steele.  A copy 
of  my  communication  is  herewith  inclosed. 

The  non-arrival  of  ])art  of  my  command  until  this  morning  prevented 
my  leaving,  but  I had  intended  doing  so  to-morrow  morning.  Having 
no  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  it  will  not  be  pleasant  to  remain  in 
camp  long  here,  as  I cannot  go  from  the  river,  as  I learn  there  is  no 
water  this  side  of  Big  Creek,  some  20  miles  from  here. 

I remain,  general,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  SMITH, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 


[Inclosures.] 

Hdqrs.  17th  Army  Corps,  Dept,  of  the  Tennessee, 

Viehsburg,  Miss.,  September  7,  1803. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith, 

^ Commanding  Seventh  Division : 

General  : You  will  immediately  get  your  division  in  readiness  to 
move,  and  embark  it  on  transports  as  soon  as  they  can  be  got  ready, 
and  i)roceed  to  Helena,  Ark.,  thence  to  the  support  of  Major-General 
Steele,  in  the  direction  of  Little  Rock.  As  your  absence  from  here  will 
be  temporary,  you  will  only  take  the  effective  men  for  duty,  leaving 
behind  the  sick,  camp  and  garrison  equRiage,  and  transportation  such 
as  you  are  directed  to  take.  The  command  will  go  provided  with  200 
rounds  of  infantry  ammunition  to  the  man  and  200  rounds  of  artillery 
ammunition  for  each  piece  of  the  two  batteries  which  you  take  with  you, 
ten  days’  rations,  ten  days’  forage,  four  wagons  to  each  regiment,  one 
for  each  brigade  headquarters,  two  for  each  battery,  two  for  division 
headquarters,  and  ten  for  additional  division  train. 

On  arriving  at  Helena,  you  will  most  probably  find  instructions  await- 
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ing  you  from  General  Steele.  If  not,  you  will  communicate  with  him 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  will  take  the  quickest  and  most  practicable  route 
to  join  him,  whether  by  water  or  land. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS,  B.  McPHEKSON, 

Major-General. 

Helena,  Ark.,  September  15, 1863. 

Major-General  Steele, 

Commanding  United  States  Forces^  Little  Eoclc,  Arli. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  coi)y  of  my  orders,  and  to  re- 
port the  arrival  of  my  command,  consisting  of  2,800  aggregate,  includ- 
ing two  batteries,  at  this  place,  where  I learn  that  Little  Bock  is  in  your 
possession.  This  being  the  case,  1 presume  you  do  not  need  my  forces; 
but  under  my  orders  1 have  no  discretion  in  the  matter,  but  will  move 
out  to-morrow  morning  (16th  instant),  moving  in  the  direction  of  De- 
valPs  Bluff,  where  I will  await  further  orders  from  you. 

The  bearer.  Lieutenant  White,  aide-de-camx),  will  receive  any  orders 
you  may  have  to  send. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  SMITH, 

Brigadier- General. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  September  16,  1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Marsh, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  :■ 

Colonel  Weer,  who  has  been  out  a week  with  four  companies,  reports 
that  one  of  his  detachments,  under  Captain  Coleman,  yesterday  discov- 
ered and  surjjrised  QuantrilPs  main  camp  on  the  Snibar,  killing  2 guer- 
rillas and  capturing  40  horses  and  equipments,  and  a large  amount  of 
clothing,  provisions,  arms,  and  ammunition.  The  guerrillas  fired  but 
one  volley  and  then  disappeared  in  the  thick  underbrush,  where  success- 
ful pursuit  was  impossible.  The  guerrilla  bands  are  scattering  them- 
selves, and  eluding  the  scouting  parties  from  the  various  posts.  The 
indications  are  they  are  preparing  for  another  raid  or  an  attack  on  some 
one  of  the  posts.  Reports  from  Fort  Scott  of  large  numbers  returning 
from  rebel  armies.  Kearly  all  joining  guerrillas.  Eleven  of  Marma- 
duke^s  men  surrendered  a few  days  ago. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Kansas  Militia, 

Leavenworth.,  September  16,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  L.  McDowell  : 

Sir  : You  will  proceed  immediately  to  the  counties  of  Johnson,  Miami, 
Linn,  and  the  western  portion  of  Bourbon,  with  arms  and  ammunition 
for  the  organized  State  militia  of  those  counties,  and  superintend  their 
distribution.  You  will  first  distribute  arms  and  ammunition  to  such 
forces  as  you  may  order  into  active  service.  You  will  order  into  active 
service  such  number  of  troops  as  you  may  deem  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  border.  If  there  are  not  men  enough  to  accomplish  this 
object,  you  will  call  them  from  the  adjoining  counties,  taking  care  duly 
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that  every  portion  of  the  border,  from  the  Kansas  Eiver  south,  is  fully 
protected.  You  will  take  command  of  the  troops  when  organized,  and 
report  to  these  headquarters  from  time  to  time. 

THOMAS  CAENEY, 
Governor  and  Commander 4n- Chief. 


Leavenworth,  Kans.,  September  16, 1863. 

Hon.  James  H.  Lane: 

Sir  : I called  this  morning  at  the  Leavenworth  Arsenal,  and  Major 
[John]  McKutt,  the  ordnance  officer,  informed  me  that  no  orders  had  been 
received  to  deliver  the  battery  of  mountain  howitzers  upon  the  order 
which  you  gave  me.  He  said  that  General  Eipley,  in  his  letter  of  trans- 
mittal, said  “ they  were  sent  at  your  solicitation,  to  be  used  by  the  citi- 
zens of  Kansas  in  defense  of  the  State,”  but  unless  orders  from  the  War 
Office  came  to  deliver  to  you,  a requisition  would  have  to  be  taken  to 
Saint  Louis  and  have  General  Schofield  approve  it.  Ko  time  should  be 
lost.  Our  people  feel  very  insecure,  and  a perfect  stampede  is  taking 
place  among  oiir  citizens  in  the  border  counties  in  Kansas.  They  have 
lost  all  confidence  in  the  present  military  commanders,  or  their  being 
able  to  stop  the  entrance  of  Quantrill  and  his  gang;  besides,  Quantrill 
has  notified  the  Union  citizens  of  the  border  counties  of  Kansas,  south 
of  the  Kaw  Eiver,  that  they  must  leave  within  fifteen  days,  as  he 
intends  to  destroy  everything.  Hundreds  are  arriving  here  daily  from 
that  part  of  our  State.  The  present  state  of  things  in  Southern  Kansas 
is  truly  lamentable. 

Eumor  reached  here  this  morning  that  Quantrill  had  sacked  and 
burned  Ossawatomie  night  before  last.  We  know  not  whether  it  is  true, 
but  have  dispatched  messengers  to  ascertain. 

If  I am  to  drill  the  citizens  of  LawTence  in  artillery,  I should  like  to 
commence  soon,  and  orders  to  deliver  the  guns  to  me  should  be  tele- 
graphed at  once. 

Yours,  &c., 

J.  B.  STOGKTOK. 


[ Memorandum . 1 

September  25, 1863. 

This  morning  Senator  Lane  called  at  the  War  Department,  and  re- 
quested that  the  mountain  howitzers  be  turned  over  to  Col.  C.  W. 
Adams,  Twelfth  Kansas  Eegiment  (at  Lawrence).  . 

JAS.  A.  HAEDIE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Milwaukee,  Wis.,  September  16,  1863. 

Major-General  Halle CK, 

Washington^  D.  G. : 

Dispatch  received.  Have  instructed  Sibley  to  have  three  regiments 
ready  immediately  to  ship  south,  with  full  supply  of  wagons  and  mules. 
Will  require  some  days,  as  only  parts  of  two  regiments  have  yet  reached 
Snelling.  Another  regiment  will  be  sent  by  October  1.  Please  let  me 
know  when  they  are  to  go. 

JKO.  POPE, 
Major-General. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  September  17,  1863. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington^  B.  C.  : 

Dispatch  from  General  Steele,  dated  at  Little  Eock,  lOtli,  announces 
the  capture  of  that  place.  Enemy  in  full  retreat,  and  Davidson  in  hot 
pursuit. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Blajor- General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Lotiis,  Mo.,  September  17,  1863. 
Major-General  Steele,  Little  Eoch  : 

I congratulate  you  most  heartily  upon  your  success  in  the  capture  of 
Little  Eock.  Accept  my  thanks  for  yourself  and  your  command. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  September  17,  1863. 
General  Fisk,  Commanding : 

My  men  left  this  morning  early,  100  strong,  one  gun  j are  to  be  joined 
at  Bloomfield  by  100  of  the  Sixth  Cavalry.  The  force,  when  combined 
with  Poole,  will  be  400  good  men  and  two  howitzers.  I am  afraid  Poole 
will  get  into  them  alone.  He  passed  through  Kennett  on  the  loth,  in 
hot  pursuit  of  rebels.  I have  no  fears  for  him.  One  can  chase  ten,  &c. 

J.  B.  EOGEES, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  September  17,  1863. 

Major-General  Pope,  Milwaukee,  Ws.  ; 

The  regiments  sent  from  your  department  will  first  report  to  General 
Schofield,  at  Saint  Louis,  where  thej^  will  receive  additional  orders. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Genera  l-m-  Chief. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  September  18,  1863. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief,  Washington,  B.  C. : 

General  : General  Steele’s  success  in  the  capture  of  Little  Eock 
and  occupation  of  Central  Arkansas,  and  that  of  the  troops  under  Gen- 
erals Blunt  and  McNeil  in  the  Indian  country,  has  placed  nearly  the 
entire  State  of  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  country  under  our  control.  I 
have  sent  a telegraph  corps  to  Little  Eock,  and  hope  soon  to  have  reg- 
ular communication  with  that  place  via  Helena  and  Memphis.  I have 
also  sent  cars  for  the  Memphis  and  Little  Eock  Eailroad,  so  that  the 
trooi>s  at  aud  beyond  Little  Eock  can  be  supplied  without  difficulty. 

As  soon  as  the  Arkausas  Eiver  rises  so  as  to  be  navigable  from  Little 
Eock  to  Fort  Smith,  I will  send  supplies  for  the  troops  in  Western  Ar- 
kansas and  the  Indian  country  by  that  line,  and  thus  diminish  very 
much  the  cost  to  the  Government,  and  render  operations  south  of  the 
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Arkansas  Eiver  practicable.  My  information  is  yet  quite  indefinite, 
but  I do  not  think  it  probable  that  the  enemy  will  make  another  stand 
north  of  Eed  Eiver.  Indeed,  it  seems  to  me  probable  that  Kirby  Smith’s 
troops  will  go  to  Texas,  to  assist  in  the  defense  against  General  Banks. 

An  important  question  now  presents  itself,  viz,  whether  we  shall  at- 
tempt to  at  once  occupy  the  whole  country,  and  restore  the  authority 
of  the  Government,  or  whether  our  army  must  be  kept  intact  for  opera- 
tions against  the  enemy  elsewhere.  The  latter,  I take  it,  must  be  done, 
if  necessary  to  the  success  of  operations  in  other  departments.  The 
former  is  extremely  desirable,  and  should  be  done,  if  possible.  The 
rebel  army  west  of  the  Mississippi  is  rapidly  breaking  up  into  small 
bands  for  guerrilla  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  their  homes.  Many  of 
them  have  already  returned  into  Missouri,  and  are  now  giving  us  some 
trouble.  A large  proportion  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  will  remain  as 
perfectly  under  rebel  control  as  it  has  been  heretofore,  unless  our  troops 
are  distributed  over  it  so  as  to  break  up  these  guerrillas.  They  can  be 
broken  up  now  much  more  readily  and  certainly  than  at  any  future  time, 
and  if  the  State  be  fully  occupied,  a sufficient  force  of  loyal  Arkansas 
troops  can  soon  be  organized  to  hold  the  State.  In  this  connection  I re- 
spectfully request  instructions  as  to  what  steps,  if  any,  the  Government 
desires  me  to  take  toward  restoring  a loyal  civil  government  in  Arkansas. 
The  abolition  of  the  office  of  military  governor  of  the  State  leaves  me 
in  doubt  as  to  what  course  is  to  be  pursued. 

Also  permit  me  to  suggest,  general,  that  some  more  definite  division 
of  General  Grant’s  department  and  mine  is  now  desirable,  if  it  can  be 
made.  The  entire  State  of  Arkansas  was  in  this  department  up  to  the 
21st  of  January  last,  when  General  Grant  was  autliorized  to  assume 
command  of  ail  troops  in  the  State  of  Arkansas  within  reach  of  his 
orders,  the  portion  of  that  State  occupied  by  such  troops  being  tempo- 
rarily attached  to  his  department.  This  order  being  still  in  force,  leaves 
the  division  between  my  department  and  that  of  General  Grant  unde- 
termined. 

General  Steele’s  column,  including  the  cavalry  under  General  David- 
son, commenced  its  operations  from  Helena,  under  the  immediate  orders 
of  General  Hurlbut,  who  received  his  instructions  from  me,  though  not 
himself  under  my  command.  I regarded  General  Steele  as  still  under 
General  Hurlbut’s  command,  even  after  he  had  crossed  White  Eiver, 
and  General  Davidson’s  division  as  temporarily  detached  from  my  com- 
mand. General  Hurlbut  construes  our  instructions  differently,  and  in- 
forms me  that  he  considers  Steele’s  command  as  being  in  my  department, 
and  consequently  under  my  immediate  command. 

This  arrangement  has  caused  no  trouble  heretofore,  and  need  not 
necessarily  cause  any  in  future.  But  it  is  anomalous,  and  somewhat 
embarrassing.  It  has  hardly  been  possible  to  avoid  this  anomaly  here- 
tofore, and  it  is,  perhaps,  difficult  even  now.  Yet  as  the  Mississippi  has 
now  become  our  base  for  operations  on  both  sides  of  it,  instead  of  the 
important  line  of  operation,  it  is  not  so  objectionable  as  a dividing  line 
of  departments.  On  some  accounts,  it  would  be  better  that  each,  de- 
partment should  embrace  a certain  extent  of  country  on  both  sides  of 
the  river  5 but  I do  not  see  how  such  an  arrangement  can  be  made  in 
the  present  case  without  serious  difficulty  in  determining  the  depart- 
ment limits  with  that  certainty  which  is  necessary  in  a country  which 
is  to  be  occupied  by  a distributed  force.  I see  no  better  arrangement 
that  can  now  be  made  than  to  restore  all  of  Arkansas  to  this  depart- 
ment. I do  not,  however,  wish  to  urge  the  matter,  but  simply  to  ask 
your  attention  to  it. 
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Although  our  successes  iu  the  West  have  been  very  great,  the  war  is 
very  far  from  being  ended,  even  in  the  country  which  we  hold.  The 
habit  of  waging  guerrilla  war,  which  amounts  to  a jiassion  with  the 
Western  people,  will,  I apprehend,  give  us  more  serious  trouble  than 
the  organized  rebel  armies  have  done. 

This  evil  is  greatly  aggravated  by  the  unwillingness  of  the  loyal  peo- 
ple to  permit  rebels  to  return  and  live  among  them,  thus  forcing  them 
to  remain  in  bands  for  self-protection,  as  many  of  them  will  do  for  the 
purpose  of  plunder.  This  difficulty  is  serious  only  when  the  people 
have  been  divided  and  have  long  felt  the  ravages  of  war,  as  in  Missouri. 
But  it  will  rapidly  assume  a serious  character  in  Arkansas  and  similar 
States  unless  they  be  speedily  occupied  by  a sufficient  force  to  put  down 
effectually  all  guerrilla  organizations.  To  do  this  will  require  at  least 
as  many  troops  as  I now  have  in  this  department,  even  after  the  organ- 
ized force  of  the  enemy  is  driven  from  it  entirely. 

I hope,  therefore,  that  it  may  not  be  found  necessary  to  withdraw  for 
the  present  any  of  my  troops,  and  that  I may  be  authorized  to  raise  all 
the  additional  troops  that  can  be  obtained  in  this  department. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  September  18, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 

Lieutenant- Colon  el  Lazear  reports  the  stopping  of  the  steamer  Mar- 
cella at  Dover  Landing  by  guerrillas,  and  the  taking  of  4 soldiers  of  the 
Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  one  of  whom  escaped  and  three 
were  shot.  I have  guerrillas  here,  convicted  and  unconvicted.  Shall  I 
retaliate?  Lazear  reports  a successful  scout  in  La  Fayette  County, 
breaking  up  a camp,  killing  2 guerrillas,  and  making  considerable 
captures. 

THOMAS  EWIKG,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


September  18, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing,  Kansas  City: 

The  retaliation  you  speak  of,  though  just,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
unwise,  because  it  is  so  easy  for  the  guerrillas  to  find  victims  for  their 
revenge.  The  Union  people,  as  well  as  soldiers,  would  suffer  far  more 
V than  the  guerrillas  by  such  a system.  I think  it  much  better  to  con- 
1 demn  and  execute  the  guerrillas  for  their  own  acts. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

i p Major-General. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  September  18, 1863. 

■ General  Fisk,  Commanding: 

I,  I have  again  heard  from  Poole.  He  was  across  Little  Eiver,  in  Pemis- 

cot County,  pushing  the  rebels  close.  He  had  killed  6,  and  had  strong 
' hopes  of  overtaking  them  again.  He  was  only  a mile  behind,  in  hot 
pursuit. 

; J.  B.  EOGERS, 

i;  ’ Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Post  Cape  Girardeau, 

September  18,  1803. 

General  Fisk,  Commanding: 

A.  J.  Yonng'man  reports  outrageous  excesses  committed  by  a party 
of  the  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry,  near  Sikeston.  Jackson  Whaley  was 
murdered  in  his  own  house.  Mr.  Youngman’s  store  was  robbed.  He 
was  shot  at,  and  violence  was  otherwise  offered.  Citizens  are  in  great 
fear  of  life  and  property.  l!^’o  officer  was  with  them.  I am  convinced, 
general,  that  these  men  are  a terror  to  the  country.  Many  citizens  are 
killed  and  robbed  by  them. 

* J.  B.  EOGEES, 

Colonel j Commanding. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  September  18,  1863. 
General  Fisk,  Commanding: 

The  informant  said  Major  Montgomerj^  would  protect  them,  but  these 
hell-hounds  threatened  them  with  death  if  they  told  him.  The  major 
does  all  he  can,  but  no  one  helps  him.  Gillette  will  tell  you  how  it  goes. 
I have  ordered  Major  Montgomery  to  arrest  the  robbers  and  murderers 
in  his  own  interest,  as  well  as  that  of  the  citizens.  These  men  straggle 
and  plunder  whenever  they  are  out  without  him.  1 dread  the  report 
when  thev  come  in  from  the  Osceola  trip. 

J.  B.  EOGEES, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  September  18, 1803. 
Major  Montgomery,  Bloomfield : 

Is  Sergeant  Kelly  at  your  post  now  % If  so,  arrest  him,  and  find  what 
was  the  name  of  the  soldier  who  tried  to  shoot  Mr.  Youngman  at  Sikes- 
ton on  the  15th.  Also  find  who  killed  Mr.  Whaley  just  before,  and 
who  robbed  the  store  of  Mr.  Youngman.  Arrest  all  whom  you  find  im- 
plicated in  those  murders  and  roblieries.  The  citizens  report  terrible 
outrages  by  your  men  while  over  there. 

J.  B.  EOGEES, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Ko.  255.  1 Saint  Louis,  September  18,  1803. 

******* 

Y.  The  emergency  for  which  the  Tenth  and  Eleventh  Provisional  Eegi- 
ments  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  were  called  into  active  service  having 
passed,  they  will  be  discharged  from  further  service,  except  the  muti- 
neers of  the  Eleventh  Eegiment,  who  will  be  confined  at  hard  labor 
until  further  orders. 

YI.  The  leading  mutineers  of  the  Eleventh  Provisional  Eegiment 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  to  be  selected  by  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  regiment^  will  be  confined  in  the  military  prison  and  tried  by 
general  court-martial.  All  others  engaged  in  the  mutiny  will  be  sent, 
under  guard,  to  Eolla,  Mo.,  where  they  will  be  confined  at  hard  labor 
until  further  orders. 

******* 

IX.  Brig.  Gen.  William  K.  Strong,  conlmanding  Saint  Louis  District, 
will  see  that  a sufficient  guard  is  sent  to  the  boat  to  take  charge  of  the 
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mutineers  of  the  Eleventh  Provisional  Eegiioent  Enrolled  Missouri 
Militia,  conduct  them  to  the  cars,  and  escort  them  to  Eolla,  where  they 
will  be  delivered  to  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies,  commanding  District 
of  Eolla.  General  Davies,  on  the  receipt  of  the  prisoners,  will  forth- 
with put  them  at  hard  labor,  under  a strong  guard,  on  the  block-houses 
and  other  fortifications  now  being  erected  at  that  point. 

#*#***# 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

EEANK  ENO, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

Little  Boch,  ArL,  Septemher  19, 1863. 
[Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut:] 

General:  Your  communication  directing  me  to  report  to  General 
Schofield  and  the  one  of  the  9th  instant  are  both  received.  When  I 
wrote  you  at  Brownsville,  my  plans  were  not  matured,  but  a thorough 
reconnaissance  around  the  enemy ^s  position  enabled  me  to  adopt  one 
which  has  been  entirely  successful.  I reported  to  you  the  capture  of 
Little  Eock.  My  report  of  operations  was  addressed  to  Schofield,  in 
obedience  to  orders.  I directed  my  aide-de-camp.  Captain  [Charles  T.] 
Scammon,  to  show  it  to  you.  Schofield  is  too  far  off  to  have  anything 
but  a nominal  command  over  me;  besides,  he  is  my  junior,  and  has 
never  commanded  even  a company  on  the  battle-field. 

His  plan  of  the  campaign  has  just  now  reached  me,  nine  days  after 
its  completion.  The  enemy’s  works  are  much  stronger  than  I had  an- 
ticipated. It  would  have  been  very  difficult  for  me  to  have  dislodged 
him,  had  he  defended  them.  Price  was  alarmed  and  thrown  into  con- 
fusion by  a strategy;  he  seems  not  to  have  anticipated  any  movement 
on  our  X3art  across  the  Arkansas,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  told  that  we  had 
crossed,  he  exclaimed  that  his  flank  was  turned,  and  that  his  position 
was  untenable. 

My  report  gives  a narrative  of  the  principal  events.  I shall  write  a 
letter  to  General  Halleck  this  evening,  in  which  I shall  acknowledge  my 
indebtedness  to  you  for  the  support  necessary  to  enable  me  to  accom- 
plish what  I have  done.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  Price  had  a larger 
force  than  I had.  His  clerk  informs  me  that  he  had  over  20,000  on  paper, 
but  only  about  12,000  present  for  duty  on  the  day  we  took  the  city. 
This  clerk  is  a tutor  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Bertrand,  who  is  one  of  the  first 
men  in  this  place,  and  loyal  to  the  United  States. 

From  all  accounts.  Price’s  army  is  demoralized,  and  half  disbanded. 
If  I could  have  crossed  the  Arkansas  with  my  infantry  and  i)ursued 
them  on  the  night  of  the  10th,  I have  no  doubt  but  that  the  whole  rebel 
force  would  have  dispersed.  Their  main  force  is  now  at  Arkadelphia. 
I am  told  that  they  have  made  ])reliminary  arrangements  to  move  into 
Texas.  Marmaduke’s  men,  disguised  in  Federal  uniforms,  have  been  mur- 
dering Union  men  wherever  they  could  find  them  outside  of  our  lines. 
Bands  of  guerrillas  have  also  been  organizing  around  us,  and  have  shot 
our  pickets.  Union  men  show  quite  as  strong  a desire  to  enter  the  con- 
test, and  apply  to  me  daily  for  i)ermission  to  form  companies  for  their 
own  protection.  A regiment  could  be  raised  in  this  vicinity  in  a short 
time,  if  there  were  any  authority  for  it.  Colonel  Cloud,  with  a small 
force,  arrived  here  last  evening  from  Blunt’s  command.  He  says  the 
mountaineers  are  all  for  the  Union ; indeed,  I am  satisfied  that  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  this  State  are  tired  of  rebel  oppression,  and 
earnestly  desire  the  re-establishment  of  the  old  Government.  A deputa- 
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tion  of  the  most  respectable  citizeos  of  Pine  Bluff  waited  upon  me  the 
other  day,  and  requested  me  to  keep  a force  there  to  protect  them  against 
the  depredations  of  the  rebels.  I have  been  obliged  to  divide  the  cavalry 
into  detachments,  and  station  them  at  different  points  for  the  protection 
of  our  communications,  and  to  break  up  bands  of  marauding  rebels.  I 
have  had  the  locomotive  repaired,  and  expect  the  train  will  run  to 
DevalPs  Bluff‘  to-morrow  or  next  day.  I expect  instructions  in  regard  to 
future  operations.  I understand  it  is  expected  of  me  at  present  to  hold 
the  line  of  the  Arkansas. 

PEED’K  STEELE, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Ninth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Helena,  Arlc.,  Septeinber  19,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  0.  W.  Marsh, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  my  command  at 
Helena,  Ark.,  on  the  18th  instant.  On  account  of  very  low  water  in 
White  Eiver,  the  steamboat  Mars,  my  transport,  cannot  proceed  on  her 
voyage  to  DevalPs  Bluff'.  In  consequence  thereof,  I disembarked  here, 
and  reported  to  General  Buford,  commandant  of  Post  Helena,  laying 
my  orders  from  headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri  before  him. 

There  being  no  transports  of  light  draught  in  port,  I concluded  to 
march  across  the  country  to  DevalPs  Bluff'.  In  order  to  carry  it  into 
effect,  I made  requisition  for  the  necessary  transportation,  but  could 
not  obtain  any,  the  Arkansas  expedition  having  exhausted  all  the  means 
ofthe  i)ost.  The  late  order  limiting  transportation  of  regiments  to  about 
seven  wagons  is  undoubtedly  intended  for  regiments  belonging  to  a bri- 
gade and  division  provided  with  quartermaster,  commissary,  ammuni- 
tion, and  forage  trains. 

The  country  between  here  and  Little  Eock  is  entirely  destitute  of  corn 
and  grass.  I therefore  need  some  wagons  to  carry  forage.  To  carry  100 
rounds  of  ammunition  per  man  requires  three  or  four  wagons  j 20,000 
rations,  as  per  Special  Orders,  No.  248,  requires  about  ten  more  wagons. 

Prom  official  information  derived  here,  I learn  that  General  Steele  now 
occupies  Little  Eock.  General  Smith’s  division  arrived  here  from  Vicks- 
burg to  re-enforce  General  Steele’s  command ; will  return  to  Vicksburg. 
I mention  these  facts  merely  to  show  that  by  my  unavoidable  delay  no 
unfavorable  consequences  will  arise  to  General  Steele’s  command. 

JMy  command  belonging  to  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  being 
under  direct  orders  from  headquarters  thereof,  I think  I am  correct  in 
considering  myself  solely  under  orders  from  those  headquarters,  except 
so  far  as  local  duty  is  concerned. 

Waiting  for  instructions,  I remain,  colonel,  Respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

AETHUE  JACOBI, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Jacobi  will  report  by  letter  to  Major-General 
Steele  for  further  orders.  It  is  presumed  his  regiment  will  not  be  re- 
quired at  Little  Eock.  If  not,  he  will  remain  at  Helena  until  further 
orders  from  these  headquarters. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  September  19,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

The  force  sent  in  pursuit  of  Freeman  were  too  far  behind  to  catch  up 
with  the  fleeing  rebels.  Their  retreat  from  Salem  was  rapid,  and  con- 
tinued until  they  passed  into  Arkansas,  where  I hope  to  reach  them  yet. 
The  force  ordered  to  the  southeast  have  killed  7 and  captured  20  of  the 
guerrilla  gang  infesting  Dunklin  and  Pemiscot  Counties,  and  on  the 
16th  instant  they  were  pushing  for  Osceola. 

CLIKTOK  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  September  19,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield: 

General  : Before  receiving  your  late  letter  as  to  the  taking  off  the 
second  tier  of  counties,  I had  arranged  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lazear 
to  put  all  of  the  First  Missouri  in  La  Fayette  and  Johnson  Counties 
under  his  command,  to  operate  from  Lexington,  Warrensburg,  and  an 
intermediate  station,  and  to  put  five  of  the  six  companies  of  the  Fifth 
Provisional  Eegiment  in  Henry  and  Saint  Clair  under  Colonel  [Henry] 
Keill.  That  arrangement  will  be  completed  by  the  time  you  get  this 
letter.  If  you  were  at  once  to  cut  off*  the  second  tier,  I would  have  in 
my^district  one  company  of  the  Fourth  and  two  of  the  Eleventh  Mis- 
souri, as  escort  to  New  Mexico,  and  five  companies  of  the  Fourth  and 
four  of  the  Eleventh  bushwhacking.  The  most  of  these  last  are  on  the 
very  edge  of  La  Fayette  County,  and  might  be  put  at  once  over  the 
line;  but  they  had  better  remain  a week  or  ten  days,  until  the  militia 
companies  are  armed,  accepted,  and  on  dutjL 

• I agreed  to  accept  fifteen  militia  companies  as  garrison  for  Kansas 
towns,  which  I will  keep  well  out  of  the  border — two  at  Leavenworth 
and  one  at  each  of  the  following  points : Shawnee,  Olathe,  Paola,  Mound 
City,Ossawatomie,  Lawrence,  Topeka,  Council  Grove,  and  Le  Eoy,  south 
of  the  river,  and  Wyandotte,  Atchison,  Doniphan,  and  Maysville,  north 
of  the  river.  I will  not  need  them  over  six  weeks  or  two  months,  when 
the  campaign  will  be  pretty  much  over  and  the  people  will  quiet  down. 

I appreciate  the  reasons  for  the  proposed  change  of  boundary,  and  if 
the  work  is  vigorously  pushed  in  La  Fayette  and  Johnson  Counties  by 
General  Brown,  as  I have  no  doubt  it  will  be,  the  public  interests  may 
not  suffer  by  the  change. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWIKG,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washingt07i,  September  20,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

The  troops  from  General  Pope  were  ordered  to  Saint  Louis,  to  report 
to  you. 
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H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in- Chief. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

tSaint  Louis,  September  20,  1863. 

Major-General  Halleck. 

General-in-Chief,  Washington,  JD.  C.  : 

General  : I inclose  herewith  a copy  of  an  order  which  I have  found 
it  necessary  to  publish  and  enforce.  The  revolutionary  faction  which 
has  so  long  been  striving  to  gain  the  ascendency  in  Missouri,  x)articu- 
larly  in  Saint  Louis,  to  overthrow  the  present  State  government  and 
change  the  policy  of  the  national  administration,  has  at  length  suc- 
ceeded, so  far  as  to  produce  open  mutiny  of  one  of  the  militia  regi- 
ments and  serious  difficulties  in  others. 

I inclose  a number  of  slips  from  papers  published  in  Missouri,  to  show 
the  extent  to  which  this  factious  opposition  to  the  Government  has 
been  carried.  The  effect  already  produced  is  but  natural,  and  the  ulti- 
mate effect  will  be  disastrous  in  the  extreme  unless  a strong  remedy  be 
applied  speedily. 

Out  of  consideration  for  popular  opinion,  and  the  well-known  wishes 
of  the  President  relative  to  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  I have 
forborne  until,  in  my  belief,  further  forbearance  would  lead  to  disastrous 
results.  I am  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  necessity  for  prompt  and 
decided  measures  to  put  down  this  revolutionary  scheme,  and  my  sense 
of  dutj^  will  not  permit  me  to  delay  it  longer.  It  is  barely  possible  that 
1 may  not  have  to  enforce  the  order  against  the  public  press.  They 
may  yield  without  the  application  of  force ; but  I do  not  expect  it. 
The  tone  of  some  of  their  articles  since  the  publication  of  the  order  in- 
dicates a determination  to  wage  the  war  which  they  have  begun  to  the 
bitter  end.  This  determination  is  based  upon  the  belief  that  the  Presi- 
dent will  not  sustain  me  in  any  such  measures  as  those  contemplated 
in  the  order.  A distinct  approval  of  the  President  of  my  proposed 
action,  and  a knowledge  of  the  fact  here,  would  end  the  whole  matter  at 
once.  I desire,  if  possible,  to  have  such  approval  before  taking  action 
in  any  individual  case.  Indeed,  I believe  such  approval  would  pre- 
vent the  necessity  for  the  use  of  force.  It  is  difficult,  I am  aware,  for 
any  one  at  a distance  to  believe  that  such  measures  can  be  necessary 
against  men  and  papers  who  claim  to  be  radically  loyal.”  The  fact  is, 
they  are  loyal  ” only  to  their  “ radical  ” theories,  and  are  so  radical 
that  they  cannot  possibly  be  loyal  to  the  Government. 

I cannot  hope  in  the  space  of  a letter  to  make  the  importance  of  this 
matter  fully  understood.  If  you  do  not  concur  with  me  as  to  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  for  the  course  of  action  I have  proposed,  I would 
like  to  have  a personal  interview  with  you  on  the  subject.  I believe  its 
importance  would  justify  my  absence  from  Saint  Louis  long  enough  to 
visit  Washington. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  96.  1 Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  September  17,  3863. 

The  proclamation  of  the  President,  dated  Washington,  Septeipber  15, 
1863,  suspending  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  the  cases 
of  persons  belonging  to  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States, 
and  other  persons  therein  described,  will  be  held  to  apply  to  all  Mis- 
souri militia  called  into  active  service  under  the  orders  of  the  depart- 
ment commander. 
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Bereafter  martial  law  will  be  rigidly  enforced  throughout  this  depart- 
ment against  all  persons  who  shall  in  any  manner  encourage  mutiny, 
insubordination,  or  disorderly  conduct,  or  endeavor  to  create  disaffec- 
tion among  troops,  and  against  all  persons  who  shall  publish  or  utter 
publicly  words  calculated  to  excite  insurrection  or  lawless  acts  among 
the  people,  or  who  shall  publish  falsehoods  or  misrepresentations  of 
facts  calculated  to  embarrass  or  weaken  the  military  authorities,  or  in 
any  manner  to  interfere  with  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
Any  person  guilty  of  either  of  the  offenses  above  mentioned  shall  be 
punished  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  at  the  discretion  of  a military  com- 
mission, and  any  newspaper  which  shall  contain  publications  in  viola- 
tion of  this  order  will  be  suppressed. 

Special  attention  is  called  to  Paragraph  220  of  the  Revised  Army 
Regulations,  which  will  hereafter  be  strictly  enforced. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

SPIRIT  OP  THE  HERMAN  PRESS.* 

The  Neue  Zeit  pokes  fun  at  the  attempts  of  the  Democrat,  the  Union, 
the  Evening  News,  and  the  Westliche  Post  to  claim  General  Blair  for 
their  respective  parties.  The  Neue  Zeit  thinks  what  party  General 
Blair  may  select,  or  what  political  progress  he  may  make,  is  more  un- 
important than  the  actions  of  any  other  man.  He  is  too  insignificant. 
The  Neue  Zeit  grows  also  funny  in  commenting  on  the  Republican's 
article  on  negro  substitutes,  and  wishes  to  know  what  is  to  come  next 
if  the  Republican  advocates  the  arming  of  negroes,  negro  substitutes, 
negro  equality,  and  emancipation  ? 

The  Westliche  Post  reopens  the  anti-Gamble  agitation.  It  says : 

In  another  column  our  readers  will  find  a report  about  the  terrible  execution  of 
Union  men  in  East  Tennessee  by  the  rebel  Colonel  Keith,  who  must  be  a monster,  for 
he  spares  neither  old  age  nor  infancy.  But  it  is  not  merely  from  Tennessee  that  we 
have  to  report  these  revolting  scenes ; from  a part  of  Missouri  also  there  comes  to  us 
the  dying  groans  of  murdered  German  Union  men,  and  the  piteous  cries  of  the  despair- 
ing families,  from  whom  their  fathers  and  protectors  have  been  taken  away  and  mur- 
dered by  the  bloody  hands  of  the  rebel  monsters,  who,  thanks  to  the  leniency  with 
which  they  are  treated  by  the  Gamble  government,  roam  at  will  through  the  country. 
They  are  shot  down  by  assassins  while  in  the  fields  attending  their  farms.  Every  Ger- 
man whom  these  wretches  caught  on  their  murder  and  plunder  expedition  was  the 
welcome  aim  of  their  guns,  no  matter  who  and  what  ho  was ; sufficient  for  them  that 
he  had  a German  face,  and  must  therefore  necessarily  be  an  opponent  of  slavery  and 
secession.  It  is  revolting  to  think  that  such  outrages  can  occur  yet ; but  why  can 
they  occur  ? Because  these  murderers  are  ever  and  ever  encouraged  and  favored  by 
the  wicked  and  criminal  regard  and  leniency  with  which  the  Gamble  dynasty  treats 
the  secesh  rabble  all  over  the  State.  How  long  is  this  state  of  affairs  to  continue  ? 
How  long,  we  ask,  will  the  Union  men  of  Missouri  look  calmly  on,  when  their  breth- 
ren and  fellow-patriots  are  thus  coolly  murdered  on  their  fields  ? How  much  innocent 
blood  must  still  be  spilt,  merely  to  retain  that  clique  at  the  helm  of  the  State  which 
has  seized  it  and  directs  it  with  Russian  arbitrariness?  Does  not  the  blood  of  the 
murdered  demand  energetic  action  at  last  ? Are  the  people  no  longer  capable  of  in- 
dignation, or  has  their  courage  been  exhausted  by  two  years  of  fighting  and  battle? 

We  celebrate  the  victories  over  the  rebels  in  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Maryland, 
and  in  the  mean  while  the  enemy  plunges  the  dagger  into  our  own  heart.  Are  we 
more  secure  in  Missouri  because  victories  have  been  gained  at  Vicksburg  and  Port 
Hudson,  as  long  as  the  crafty  enemy  watches  for  us  behind  every  bush,  and  as  long 
as  we  have  a government  which  has  no  other  thought  than  to  spare  and  favor  the 
slaveholders’  aristocracy  and  to  protect  their  property,  but  which  has  no  sympathy 
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with  the  poor  Union  men  who  are  murdered  in  their  com-fields?  But,  besides  this 
miserable  government,  we  have  here  also  a United  States  military  command,  which 
has  been  sent  here,  and  has  promised  to  protect  the  Union  men  in  their  rights.  If 
this  command  does  not  want  to  expose  itself  to  the  suspicion  that  it  is  nothing  but 
the  blind  tool  of  the  rebels’  friend.  Gamble  ; if  the  man  who  is  the  chief  of  this  mili- 
tary district  is  a true  Union  man  ; if  he  is  an  anti-slavery  man,  as  his  friends  boast 
him  to  be,  he  must  know  what  it  is  his  duty  to  do,  and  must  take  the  strongest  meas- 
ures against  such  unheard-of  outrages,  which  call  to  Heaven  for  revenge.  And  to 
Washington  he  should  report  that  as  long  as  Gamble’s  advice  and  influence  control 
the  policy  of  Missouri,  as  long  as  Gamble’s  will  is  decisive  when  military  command- 
ers are  to  be  removed  or  appointed,  and  as  long  as  he  can  appoint  officers  arbitrarily, 
the  bushwhackers  will  keep  the  State  in  excitement,  and  the  slaveholders’  aristocracy 
will  trample  on  the  rights  of  the  Union  citizens.  And  this  will  last  until  the  people 
arise  in  manly  resolve  and  cast  off  the  Gamble  yoke. 

[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

SPIRIT  OF  THE  GERMAN  PRESS.* 

The  Westliche  Post  is  out  with  a violent  attack  on  Provost-Marshal 
Broad  head,  General  Schofield,  and  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
We  give  it  in  full. 

MISSOURI  AS  HUNTING-GROUND  FOR  NEGRO'CATCHERS. 

Our  jail,  under  the  administration  of  General  Schofield  and  Provost-Marshal  Broad- 
head,  has  become  a real  “slave-pen.”  Every  day  blacks  and  colored  people  of  all 
shades— men,  women,  and  children — are  thrown  into  it,  who  had  believed  in  the  gos- 
pel of  liberty  proclaimed  by  “honest” — it  is  too  great  a shame  that  this  word  must 
now  be  written  with  quotation  marks — by  “ honest  Father  Abraham.”  This  “honest” 
man  has  made  Missouri  a real  hunting-ground  for  nigger-catchers,  and  the  authori- 
ties appointed  by  him  protect  this  “ honest  ” calling  iii  every  possible  way.  If  we 
say  the  jail  has  become  a slave-pen,  we  don’t  mean  to  censure  the  jailer.  He  is  bound 
to  receive  the  slaves  that  are  arrested  by  order  of  the  provost-marshal  and  brought  to 
jail ; be  is  bound  to  do  it  as  his  duty,  and  we  are  sure  it  is  a disagreeable  duty  to  him. 
But  who  has  given  our  Provost-Marshal-Geueral  Broadhead  authority  to  recall  and 
declare  null  and  void  the  free  papers  which  have  been  given  by  his  predecessors  or  by 
former  commanders  of  this  department  to  the  slaves  of  rebel  masters  ? Does  a slave 
become  a free  man  by  a certiticate  of  liberty,  duly  made  out  by  competent  authority, 
or  is  such  a certiticate  of  liberty  a mere  piece  of  paper,  which  may  be  torn  up  at  pleas- 
ure ? Is  the  great  liberty  proclamation  of  the  President  himself  also  a mere  rag, 
which  every  provost-marshal  may  spit  upon  and  kick  with  his  feet,  if  he  so  chooses? 
Every  day  fugitive  slaves  from  all  quarters  of  the  rebellious  States  are  arrested  in  our 
streets  by  professional  rascals  and  dragged  to  jail.  The  process  of  such  an  outrage  is 
a very  simple  one.  Any  rebel  from  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Louisi- 
ana, Mississippi,  or  any  other  slave  State  sells  his  human  property  to  a dealer  in  men’s 
flesh,  who  is,  of  course,  a “ loyal  ” man,  just  as  Mr.  Lincoln  is  an  “ honest  ” man,  and 
this  slave-trader  puts  immediately  his  blood-hounds  on  the  track  of  the  scented  game, 
which  is  then  surely  fated,  for  the  provost-marshal-general  never  neglects  to  play  his 
role.  Thus,  iu  the  past  month  hundreds  of  liberated  slaves  have  been  carried  back 
into  slavery ; thus,  yesterday,  six  of  them  sat  in  the  jail  waiting  for  the  next  boat  to 
Kentucky,  and  thus  things  will  continue  as  long  as  Schofield  and  Broadhead  are  at 
the  head  of  affairs,  and  probably  As  long  as  “ honest  Old  Abe  ” sits  in  the  White 
House.  We  spoke  to  an  old  soldier  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment,  who  had  carried  a mus- 
ket in  the  service  of  liberty  since  the  commencement  o+‘  the  war,  and  we  heard  him 
say,  “ May  my  right  hand  wither  before  it  ever  again  throws  a ticket  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  into  the  ballot-box,  and  may  my  lips  be  struck  dumb  if  ever  I pronounce  that 
name  otherwise  than  with  contempt !”  A negro  who  has  gone  through  all  the  toils  of 
the  Twelfth  Regiment  for  two  years  is  now  a fugitive  slave  in  the  jail,  caught  on  Lin- 
coln’s slave-hunting  ground  in  Missouri. 

To  such  a pass  has  a weak-brained  and  weak-spirited  Republican  administration 
brought  affairs  in  Missouri  that  it  has  incurred  the  hatred  and  the  disgust  of  all  true 
Union  men,  of  all  true  emancipationists,  and  of  all  those  who  are  honestly  in  favor 
of  liberty ; while  upon  its  head  descend  the  blessings  and  the  praises  of  those  who 
stigmatized  the  conquerors  of  Camp  Jackson  as  murderers  and  the  author  of  the 
emancipation  proclamation  as  an  Abolitionist.  Be  it  so  ! Haliafar  a da  so.  We  will 
help  ourselves. 


* From  the  Missouri  Republioan^  August  16^  1863, 
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SPIRIT  OF  THE  GERMAN  PRESS.* 

The  Westliche  Post  has  the  following  article : 

KANSAS  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  sorely  afflicted  people  of  Kansas  .threaten  to  follow  up  the  band  of  robbers  who 
invaded  that  State  from  Missouri  and  destroyed  Lawrence,  even  into  the  heart  of  our 
own  State.  Who  can  blame  them  ? They  are  in  a state  of  self-defense ; but  a conflict 
between  the  troops  of  both  States  may  likely  result  therefrom.  This  ought  to  be 
avoided,  on  account  of  the  evil  consequences  whicli  might  follow.  But  how  ? There 
can  only  be  one  safe  way  of  avoiding  it.  This  is  the  removal  of  those  generals  who, 
by  their  incompetency,  have  not  been  able  to  prevent  the  robbing  and  murdering  ex- 
pedition of  Quautrill.  This  hits  Ewing  above  all.  His  speedy  removal,  and  the  ap- 
pointment in  his  place  of  an  able,  energetic  man,  who  would  pay  no  attention  to  the 
secesh  sympathizers,  and  who  would  value  the  general  interests  of  the  people  and  of 
the  Union  more  than  the  particular  interest  of  some  slaveholders,  should  be  the  very 
first  step  taken. 

If  such  a horrible  outrage  as  the  one  committed  in  Lawrence  cannot  convince  the 
National  Government  that  the  political  and  military  control  of  Missouri  is  perfectly 
insufficient,  and  rests  in  wrong  hands,  we  would  like  to  ask  what  more  must  yet  hap- 
pen to  produce  that  conviction  ? Shall  still  more  innacent  victims  tall  ? The  National 
Government  is  in  danger  of  losing  the  control  over  the  war  in  Western  Missouri  and 
Western  Kansas  altogether,  unless  it  interferes  immediately,  and  unless  it  inaugurates 
thorough  reforms.  The  Government  cannot  possibly  expect  that  those  citizens  who 
depended  on  its  protection,  and  have  been  so  terribly  aroused  from  their  illusion,  shall 
now  again  consent  to  be  deceived,  and  once  more  expose  their  habitations  to  pillage 
and  murder.  They  must  and  will  help  themselves  until  the  Government  proves,  by 
the  appointment  of  new  commanders,  and  by  energetic  action  against  the  guerrilla 
and  robber  bands,  that  its  officers  here  can  and  will  protect  the  Union  men. 

The  Neue  Zeit  remarks  on  the  terrible  condition  of  affairs  in  Western 
Missouri : 

The  border  war  is  again  raging  with  all  its  horrors.  The  people  of  Kansas  are  less 
inclined  than  any  other  people  to  be  quietly  butchered.  They  want  revenge  for 
Lawrence,  and  unfortunately  they  must  have  it.  Blood  has  already  begun  to  How  in 
streams,  and  we  Missourians  can  this  time  scarcely  complain,  in  view  of  Schofield’s 
and  Ewing’s  imbecility.  In  Kansas,  the  policy  of  Brown,  Hunter,  and  Blunt  lives  in 
the  hearts  of  the  whole  people.  Misfortune  hardens  and  excites  to  violence  and  self- 
defense. 

In  reply  to  the  charge  of  the  Union,  that  the  radical  agitation  is  not 
an  agitation  against  slavery  but  against  the  emancipation  ordinance, 
and  that  the  Jacobins  do  not  at  all  desire  the  abolition  of  slavery,  the 
Neue  Zeit  says : 

A real  agitation  against  slavery,  pure  and  simple,  we  indeed  believe  is  scarcely 
necessary  any  more  at  present.  Nobody  dares  to  speak  openly  in  its  defense,  even 
those  who  three  years  ago  would  have  condemned  every  one  to  the  gallows  who  had 
dared  to  say  a woM  against  it.  Thus  far  the  world  is  finally  advanced,  and  it  would 
be  nonsense,  therefore,  to  thrash  such  empty  straw,  and  to  masticate  again  food  that 
had  once  been  digested.  It  is  also  certainly  true  that  our  agitation  is  against  the  lie 
or  sham  emancipation  ordinance  of  the  disgraceful  convention.  For  it  is  on  that  very 
account  that  we  demand  a new  convention.  But  are  we,  therefore,  altogether  against 
emancipation  itself?  Truly,  an  emancipation  which  does  not  even  dare  to  show  itself 
to  the  people  cannot  be  worth  anything ; and  an  emancipation  which  begins  with 
disfranchising  the  people,  merely  to  save  a semblance  of  life,  can  neither  demand  any 
consideration  from  the  people.  But  as  far  as  our  demand  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
is  concerned,  a subject  which  Mr.  Grissom  never  dared  to  speak  about  a short  time 
ago,  why,  he  will  learn  more  about  it  when  the  next  convention  meets,  for  it  stands 
written  in  the  eternal  stars  that  the  Jacobins  will  elect  a new  convention.  We  will 
see  then  what  grimaces  the  miserable  rabble  will  make  who  now  tremble  at  the  mere 
mention  of  agitation,  and  who  shrink  from  no  lie  which  they  can  use  against  it. 


* From  the  Missouri  Republican,  August  28, 1863. 
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[In closure  INo.  5.] 

SPIRIT  OP  THE  GERMAN  PRESS .♦ 

The  editors  of  our  Saint  Louis  radical  papers  having  blessed  the  Jef- 
ferson City  convention  with  their  presence  for  the  past  few  days,  thus 
placing  us  sadly  in  want  of  radical  editorials,  we  gain  time  to  get  a look 
again  at  the  ultra  rabidly  radical  Quincy  Tribune,  one  of  the  few  thor- 
oughly outspoken  radical  papers  not  ashamed  to  speak  what  it  thinks 
at  heart.  The  Quincy  Tribune  holds  President  Lincoln  responsible  for 
our  Missouri  troubles,  and  wants  the  radicals  to  tell  Mr.  Lincoln  so,  and 
not  to  cheat  him  and  themselves  by  professing  friendship  for  him.  The 
Tribune  is  a foe  to  all  dissimulation  and  hypocrisy,  and  thinks  ‘‘honesty 
is  the  best  policy.’^  Hence  it  opposes  the  President  quite  as  bitterly  as 
the  “ Copperheads } a position  in  Avhich  it  is  supported  by  Carl  Heinzen’s 
Pioneer,  and  one  or  two  other  ultra-radical  journals.  Speaking  about 
the  Springfield  and  Jefferson  City  meetings,  the  Tribune  remarks : 

In  the  interior,  the  German  radical  papers  are  violently  agitating  against  Governor 
Gamble.  The  Hermann  Volksblatt  has  the  following  article : 

Mr.  Gamble  is  just  now  busy  to  create  a standing  army  for  bis  own  use,  to  carry  out  bis  commands 
and  drive  the  radicals  away  from  Missouri ; but  be  bas  made  bis  calculation  tbis  time  without  consid- 
ering tbe  people,  and  tbougb  be  would  like  to  play  emperor  well  enough,  the  submissive  subjects  are 
wanting.  The  whole  militia,  as  it  now  consists,  is"  based  on  an  ordinance  of  October  17, 1861.  The  first 
pgragraph  says : 

•‘All  able-bodied  free  white  male  inhabitants  of  tbis  State  between  tbe  age  of  eighteen  and  forty- 
five  years  shall  be  liable  to  military  duty  under  tbis  ordinance,  and,  when  enrolled,  shall  constitute  and 
be  known  and  designated  as  tbe  ‘ Missouri  State  Militia.’  ” 

From  this  we  see  that  the  enrollment  is  authorized,  and  that  it  extends  to  all.  Hence 
we  also  advise  everybody  to  be  enrolled.  But  to  be  enrolled  means  merely  to  be  in- 
scribed on  the  lists,  just  as  is  now  done  by  the  United  States  Government.  Enrolling 
means  on  no  account  to  enter  into  active  service.  Paragraph  III  says: 

The  commander-in-chief  shall  have  power  to  call  troops  into  actual  service  by  volunteer  enlistments, 
according  to  such  regulations  as  he  may  prescribe. 

We  ask  our  readers  to  read  this  clause  once  again.  Voluntary  enlistments ! Say, 
who  of  you  is  voluntarily  ready  to  carry  a gun  for  Gamble  and  slavery  ? We  do  not 
speak  of  the  time  when  Poindexter,  Cobb,  and  Porter  devastated  the  country.  At 
that  time,  July  22,  1862,  when  General  Schofield  issued  his  Orders,  No.  19,  and  re- 
quested us  to  enlist  for  the  extermination  of  the  guerrillas,  we  did  so  cheerfully. 
Duty  demanded  it  of  every  citizen.  And  in  Orders,  No.  22,  of  July  27,  1862,  he  re- 
peated that  this  order  contemplated  only  voluntary  organizations.  Now,  attention 
citjzens!  This  ordinance  as  specified  above  is  the  only  authority  for  the  calling  out 
of  the  militia.  But  is  it  called  a voluntary  enlistment  when  Colonel,  Captain,  and  State 
Senator  Sitton  overruns  the  country  with  20  men,  and  tears  away  the  victims  of  bis 
Gamble  despotism  from  their  beds?  We  maintain  that  nobody,  positively  nobody, 
can  be  forced  to  do  active  service  in  the  Enrolled  Militiai,  or  in  the  newly  invented 
provisional  regiments.  Werepeat,  nobody.  And  yet  these  gentlemen  do  it,  as  if  they 
were  Prussian  gensdarmes  or  Russian  Cossacks.  What  can  be  done  in  this  case  ? Two 
things : First,  to  submit  and  cry  hurrah  for  the  new  Emperor  Gamble  ; or,  secondly, 
to  call  upon  the  laws  for  protection,  and  to  destroy  the  arbitrary  rule  of  the  Gamble 
soldiers  by  the  power  of  the  law.  Attention  therefore ! We  appeal  to  the  law,  so  that 
none  of  the  miserable  creatures  of  last  May  will  send  a lying  translation  again  to  the 
cotton  general.  Every  one  who  is  forced,  or  who  is  to  be  forced,  to  enter  the  militia 
or  the  i^rovisional  regiments  against  his  free  will,  is  deprived  of  his  liberty  without 
authority  of  law,  and  in  violation  of  the  law.  Every  judge  has  the  power  to  prohibit 
this.  Let  people  get  up  a petition,  by  a lawyer,  if  possible,  directed  to  the  judge  (in 
our  district  to  Judge  James  W.  Owens),  in  which  petition  the  name  of  the  officer  must 
be  given  who  deprives  the  party  concerned  of  his  liberty  and  imprisons  him  against 
the  law.  The  judge  will  thereupon  issue  a writ  of  habeas  corpus.  He  must  do  so,  for 
the  law  commands  him  to  do  it.  This  command  must  be  obeyed  immediately  with- 
out excuse,  and  whoever  refuses  is  liable  to  one  year’s  imprisonment  or  a fine  of  $500. 
Next,  the  judge  must  investigate  whether  the  law  permits  or  whether  there  is  a legal 
reason  for  such  infringement  of  personal  liberty  ; and  if  he  finds  none,  he  orders  the 
party  concerned  to  be  released.  We  know  that  Judge  Owens  knows  the  law,  and 
does  not  fear  to  execute  it  against  violators  of  high  or  low  position — against  despots 
a la  Gamble  and  Sitton  quite  as  well  as  against  the  burglar  who  breaks  into  a house. 


* From  the  Missouri  Republican,  September  4,  1863. 


Chap.  XXXIV  ] CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  551 

[Inclosure  No.  6.1 

■ THE  BORDER  WAR  QUESTION.* 

There  is  serious  trouble  threatening  upon  the  border,  or,  rather,  the 
complication  grows  hourly  more  alarming.  General  Schofield  has  taken 
a position  likely  to  involve  the  gravest  consequences,  unless  the  Presi- 
dent promptly  interferes  by  putting  another  and  competent  man  in  his 
place.  It  is  our  candid  belief  that  a new  commander,  who  would  enjoy 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  people  of  Kansas  and  of  his  own  troops., 
could  reconcile  all  difficulty  without  a collision ; but  at  the  same  time  it 
is  our  equally  settled  belief  that  General  Schofield,  who  enjoys  the  con- 
fidence of  neither  Kansians  nor  loyal  Missourians,  can  do  nothing  to 
stay  the  conflict.  So  far  as  he  has  moved  in  the  matter,  his  course  has 
been  calculated  only  to  complicate  and  aggravate  existing  difficulties. 
He  has  proven  himself  to  be  a mere  automaton  in  the  hands  of  a set  of 
pro-slavery  and  semi-disloyal  Missouri  politicians,  who  are  moving  him 
in  opposition  to  the  loyal  sentiment  of  his  department,  and  seeking  to 
use  him  as  a breakwater  between  rebels  and  the  wrath  of  the  loyalists 
of  Kansas  and  Western  Missouri,  which,  aroused  by  a thousand  out- 
rages, has  at  last  been  goaded  to  madness  by  the  massacre  at  Lawrence. 
Such  is  the  position  occupied  by  General  Schofield  to  day.  By  his  last 
order,  and  his  telegram  to  Governor  Hall,  hereafter  quoted,  he  has  as- 
sumed the  task  of  protecting  Quantrill,  his  associates  and  sympathizers, 
from  the  punishment  threatening  them  from  Kansas.  That,  although  his 
action  is  predicated  upon  another  pretext  (shielding  the  State  of  Missouri 
from  invasion),  is  the  effect.  In  the  name  of  the  State  of  Missouri  he 
has  become  the  bushwhackers’  champion.  The  influences  which  have 
brought  about  this  state  of  things  are  well  understood.  For  several  days 
before  General  Schofield  took  any  public  action  in  reference  to  these 
matters,  the  conservative  or,  more  properly  speaking.  Copperhead  press 
of  this  city  was  loud  in  denunciation  of  General  Ewing’s  order  for  the 
cleaning  out  of  the  disloyal  population  of  Jackson,  Cass,  Bates,  and 
Vernon  Counties,  and  demanded  that  the  people  of  that  district  should 
be  protected  from  the  Kansians.  This  was  indicative  of  the  policy 
about  to  be  pursued,  for  it  has  been  quite  noticeable  that  all  of  Scho- 
field’s leading  orders  have  been  preceded  by  a demand  for  them  by  the 
Copperhead  press.  In  addition  to  this,  it  is  known  that  Governor  Hall 
has  strongly  urged  the  revocation  of  Ewing’s  order,  having  come  to  this 
city  to  confer  with  Schofield  upon  the  subject.  The  ground  taken  by 
Hall  and  politicians  of  his  school  in  reference  to  rebels  is  well  known. 
Without,  perhaps,  fully  sympathizing  with  their  views,  they  seek  to  pro- 
tect rebels  and  invite  them  into  the  State.  The  secret  of  the  whole  mat- 
ter is,  they  want  their  votes.  We  have  no  doubt  that  Hall  is  largely 
responsible  for  the  course  Schofield  has  pursued,  if  not  the  author  of 
his  plan.  Schofield’s  telegram  shows  that  the  two  are  acting  in  concert. 
The  plan  is  for  Schofield  to  supersede  Ewing,  as  his  superior  officer,  and 
thus  silently  ignore  the  latter’s  order,  while  the  rebels  of  Jackson,  Cass, 
Bates,  and  Vernon  Counties  are  protected  from  the  Kansians  by  Fed- 
eral bayonets.  Thus  are  the  followers  and  sympathizers  of  Quantrill 
to  be  protected  in  consideration  of  the  political  support  they  are  ex- 
pected to  give  the  Copperhead  provisional  government  of  Gamble,  Hall 
& Co.  The  Federal  authority  in  the  hands  of  General  Schofield  is  to 
be  the  shield  thrown  over  them. 

With  regard  to  this' thing  of  invasion,”  we  have  a word  to  say.  It 
is  the  favorite  word  with  the  Copperheads.  General  Schofield,  in  his 
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dispatch  to  Governor  Hall,  lays  particular  stress  upon  it.  ^hat  dis- 
l^atch  is  as  follows ; 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Septeml)€f  4. 

Governor  Hall  : 

There  will  be  no  invasion  of  Missouri  by  the  people  of  Kansas.  The  Governor  and 
the  people  of  Missouri  may  be  perfectly  at  ease  on  tliat  subject. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

Whatever  relief  the  assurance  of  General  Schofield  may  afford  Gov- 
ernor Hall  and  the  rebels,  the  loyal  people  of  Missouri  were  not  particu- 
larly alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  an  invasion  before.  They  knew  well 
enough  that,  however  the  contemplated  act  of  the  people  of  Kansas  in 
following  the  destroyers  of  Lawrence  upon  Missouri’s  soil  might  teeboi- 
cally  be  regarded,  no  invasion,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  term,  was  de- 
signed. Ko  war  upon  the  State,  no  attack  upon  its  sovereignty,  no 
act  of  hostility  to  the  great  body  of  its  people  was  meant.  War,  they 
knew,  was  intended  against  a class  of  men  who  are  Missourians,  it  is 
true— not  because  they  are  Missourians,  nor  because  they  are  to  be  found 
upon  Missouri’s  soil,  but  becaus-e  they  are  criminals,  and  dangerous  to 
the  public  peace,  and  who  would  be  pursued  just  as  eagerly  if  they  were 
to  be  found  in  any  other  State.  These  men,  too,  they  knew,  although 
nominally  Missourians,  are  just  as  much  enemies  of  the  State  of  Mis 
souri  as  of  Kansas.  They  are  rebels — men  who  have  forfeited  the  pro- 
tection of  their  rightful  government  by  making  war  upon  it.  If  a man 
were  to  pursue  a wolf  which  had  destroyed  his  flocks  upon  his  neigh- 
bor’s premises,  he  would  be  a trespasser,  unquestionabiy ; but  who 
would  think  of  holding  him  responsible  for  a trespasser’s  crime?  In 
this  sense,  precisely,  have  the  people  of  Kansas  contemplated  becoming 
invaders  of  Missouri. 

We  do  not  justify  the  threats  of  Lane  and  his  associates.  They 
should  ask  the  Government  to  punish  the  murderers  of  Lawrence,  in- 
stead of  taking  vengeance  into  their  own  hands.  If  the  Government 
refused,  the  case  might  be  different.  The  circumstance  which  comes 
the  nearest  to  their  justification  is  the  Government  placing  over  this 
department  a man  like  Schofield,  to  whose  policy  of  friendship  to  the 
rebels  the  Lawrence  affair  is  legitimately  attributable,  and  permitting 
him  to  remain  in  office  one  hour  after  it  happened.  This  latter  act 
looks  as  if  the  Government  were  determined  to  justify  Schofield’s  policy, 
and  not  allow  Quantrill  and  his  men  to  be  punished,  as  we  have  no  idea 
they  will  be  if  Schofield  is  left  in  command.  But  whether  Lane  and  his 
associates  have  contemplated  a justifiable  act  or  not  is  not  now  the 
question.  It  is  how  to  preserve  order  upon  the  border  without  letting 
guilty  men  go  unpunished.  This  question  is,  to  our  minds,  of  easy 
solution.  Let  a man  be  placed  in  command  in  whose  disposition  and 
capacity  to  punish  rebels  in  Missouri  the  men  of  Kansas  will  have  con 
fidence,  for  this  is  all  the  Kansians  want,  and  we  need  have  no  further 
trouble  about  invasion.  That  man,  however,  is  not  General  Schofield. 
Him  the  people  of  Kansas  do  not  respect  nor  the  rebels  of  Missouri 
fear.  For  him  to  go  to  the  border  now,  looked  upon  as  he  is  as  the 
party  really  responsible  for  the  blood  of  Lawrence,  and  to  talk  and 
threaten,  as  he  has  been  doing,  is,  of  all  things,  the  most  likely  to  in- 
flame passion  and  provoke  collision.  If  the  President  or  any  other  offi- 
cial is  responsible  for  sending  him  there  at  this  time,  we  can  scarcely 
regard  him  otherwise  than  as  guilty  of  a crime.  Nothing  shows  how 
utterly  he  misunderstands  the  position  of  things  about  him,  and  his 
duty  with  reference  to  them,  than  his  bombastic,  egotistical,  and  ab* 
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surd  telegram  to  Governor  Hall,  above  quoted.  There  will  be  no 
invasion  of  Missouri  by  the  people  of  Kansas,”  says  he,  thus  libeling 
the  whole  people  of  Kansas,  as  contemplating  an  act  of  “ invasion,” 
the  levying  of  war  against  Missouri,  and  intimating  that  he,  J.  M. 
Schofield,  major-general,”  is  able  to  thrash  the  entire  population  of 
Kansas.  The  Governor  and  the  people  of  Missouri  may  be  perfectly 
at  ease  on  that  subject,”  he  continues,  just  as  if  there  existed  a cause 
of  war  between  ‘‘the  people”  of  Kansas  and  “ the  people”  of  Missouri — 
just  as  if  it  needed,  some  great  man  like  himself  to  stand  between 
them,  and  keep  them  from  engaging  in  deadly  conflict.  No,  General 
Schofield,, there  is  no  cause  of  quarrel  between  the  people  of  Kansas 
and  the  people  of  Missouri.  The  loyal  men  of  both  States  are  living 
upon  the  best  of  terms,  and  there  would  not  be  the  least  danger  of  war 
between  them  if  you  and  all  other  major-generals  w’ere  in  Guinea.  The 
only  conflict  is  between  loyal  men  and  traitors.  The  idea  of  a war  be- 
tween the  people  of  the  two  States  is  only  the  dream  of  certain  semi- 
rebel demagogues,  who  would  seem  to  be  your  counselors.  It  is  what 
they  wish  to  bring  about.  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  loyal  men  of  Kan- 
sas and  Missouri  are  upon  the  best  terms,  we  look  with  most  serious 
apprehensions  to  the  border.  As  matters  stand,  we  scarcely  see  how  a 
collision  is  to  be  avoided.  Lane  and  his  men  are  evidently  determined 
to  assemble,  and  Schofield  has  declared  they  shall  not  cross  the  line. 
If  there  is  anything  which  will  induce  them  to  attempt  it,  it  is  because 
General  Schofield  is  the  man  who  says  they  shall  not  do  so,  and  because 
of  his  manner  of  saying  it.  Bloodshed  will  be  solely  attributable  to  his 
blundering.  A prudent  and  sensible  man  in  his  place,  we  have  no 
doubt,  could  allay  all  difficulty.  If  blood  is  shed,  it  will  lie  at  the  Presi- 
dent’s door.  He  has  had  sufficient  warning  before  this  time  of  the  ab- 
solute necessity  for  a change  of  commander  in  this  department.  He 
was  warned,  before  he  appointed  Schofield  to  the  position  he  holds  the 
second  time,  of  the  probable  consequences,  in  words  and  from  sources 
which  ought  to  have  commanded  respect.  He  then  refused  to  listen  to 
language  which  has  proved  all  but  prophetic,  because  it  “ tormented  ” him. 
Whether  he  has  learned  anything  about  the  condition  of  Missouri  and 
Kansas  from  recent  events  remains  to  be  seen.  There  is  this  one  thing 
we  would  impress  upon  the  loyal  men  of  Missouri,  if  a conflict  of  arms 
should  grow  out  of  the  border  complications  as  it  now  stands,  viz,  that 
not  being  in  any  way  responsible  for  its  origin,  they  are  under  no  obli- 
gation in  any  way  to  become  participants.  If  our  State  authorities 
think  they  can  engage  the  masses  of  the  loyal  men  of  Missouri  in  a 
struggle  with  their  brethren  of  Kansas,  for  the  sake  of  shielding  bush- 
whackers and  building  up  a conservative  pro-slavery  political  party  in 
Missouri,  they  are  vastly  deceived.  We  merely  state  a fact  when  we 
say  that  almost  every  Union  man  from  the  threatened  district  with 
whom  we  have  conversed  expresses  the  determination,  if  the  fight 
comes,  to  be  found  on  the  side  of  Lane. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  7.] 

SPIRIT  OF  THE  GERMAN  PRESS.* 

In  another  place  the  Neue  Zeit  says : 

In  spite  of  General  Schofield,  the  Paola  military  rendezvous  takes  place  to-day, 
September  8,  on  the  Kansas  border.  Our  lamb-hearted  general  has  promised  to  be 
present,  in  order  to  pacify  Lane  and  Jennison,  and  to  prevent  an  invasion  of  Mis- 

* From  the  Missouri  Republican,  September  9,  18G3. 
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souri.  He  lias  even  already  assured  Governor  Hall  that  no  such  invasion  shall  take 
place.  But  we  must  have  a very  poor  knowledge  of  these  Kansas  people  if  they  how 
to  his  will,  unless  he  has  jiroved  to  them  by  the  punishment  of  Quantrill  and  his 
people  that  he  has  the  intention  as  well  as  the  power  to  restore  quiet  and  security  in 
Missouri.  Missouri  must  even  demand,  in  the  interest  of  her  own  honor,  that  Quan- 
trill be  found  in  some  way  or  another,  and  tied  up  to  the  first  tree.  As  long  as  this  is 
not  done,  Schofield  ought  certainly  not  to  say  anything,  since  he  appears  until  then  as 
the  most  incapable  of  all  incapables,  if  not  even  as  an  accomplice. 

There  seems  to  be  only  one  opinion  amongst  the  German  radical  pa- 
pers in  regard  to  the  Springfield  convention,  and  that  is  one  of  extreme 
dissatisfaction.  The  Illinois  Staats  Zeitung  literally  denounces  Senator 
Trumbull  and  the  other  politicians  who  took  active  part  in  that  meeting 
to  defeat  the  resolutions  of  symjjathy  with  the  Missouri  radicals,  while 
the  Quincj^  Tribune  goes  as  far  as  to  say : 

Our  readers  can  convince  themselves  by  the  report  of  the  meeting  that  the  whole 
maneuver  was  only  intended  to  be  a puff  for  President  Lincoln,  or  rather  to  have  him 
credit  the  leaders  of  that  meeting  with  this  puff  gotten  up  for  his  benefit.  This  seems 
also  to  have  been  the  reason  why  the  Germans  passed  separate  resolutions,  which 
contained  a kind  of  protest,  though  a very  lame  and  invalid  one,  against  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  main  meeting,  but  Avhich  are  otherwise  also  empty.  The  party  repre- 
sented at  Springfield  will  not  save  the  country,  and  it  may  soon  be  asked  whether  the 
radicals  have  no  sufficient  provocation  to  justify  a closer  alliance  with  the  Copper- 
heads, and  thus  at  least  to  shake  oft’  all  responsibility  for  a support  of  this  hopeless 
administration, 

A long  communication  in  the  Westliche  Post  is  equally  bitter  in  de- 
nouncing that  convention  and  its  resolutions.  The  writer  ridicules  the 
statement  of  the  Springfield  correspondent  of  the  Missouri  Democrat, 
that  Illinois,  first  in  war,  is  also  first  in  diplomacy ; compares  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Springfield  with  those  of  the  Jefferson  City  convention, 
and  draws  the  conclusion  that  the  former  are  exceedingly  lame,  and 
that  the  whole  meeting  was  called  together  for  no  other  purpose  than 
to  nominate  Mr.  Lincoln  in  his  own  home  for  the  next  Presidency.  The 
article  concludes  thus : 

Let  the  Messrs,  diplomats  of  Hliuois  know  once  for  all  that  Missouri  has  no  desire 
whatever  to  try  Mr.  Lincoln  again.  He  has  disgracefully  deserted  his  friends  in  Mis- 
souri ; he  exercises  his  whole  influence  to  overthrow  their  healthy  policy ; he  protects 
rebels  and  persecutes  Union  men  because  they  are  radical;  he  gives  the  usurper 
Gamble  unheard-of  despotic  power,  and  drives  away  his  own  friends  in  order  to  make 
room  for  ]iro-slavery  men ; he  insults  the  only  true  Union  men  and  coquets  with  thor- 
ough secessionists  ; hence  he  need  not  be  astonished  if  his  former  friends  desert  him 
also.  With  the  consent  of  Missouri,  Mr.  Lincoln  cannot  again  mount  the  Presidential 
chair.  That  other  diplomats,  like  the  prophetic  Seward,  or  the  many  sided  Blairs, 
have  to  expect  still  less  from  Missouri,  it  is  unnecessary  to  mention.  The  Pathfinder 
has  first  opened  the  road  of  emancipation  on  the  31st  of  August,  1861 ; he  has  indi- 
cated the  way  in  which  to  restore  a Union  of  free  States  on  the  4th  of  March,  1865. 

The  Post  also  has  the  following : 

KANSAS  AND  SCHOFIELD. 

General  Schofield  telegraphs  to  Governor  Hall  that  no  invasion  of  the  Kansas  peo- 
ple need  be  feared,  and  yet  he  has  issued  an  order  calling  on  the  militia  of  both  States 
to  remain  in  their  respective  borders.  Why,  then,  does  General  Schofield  not  telegraph 
or  proclaim  at  the  same  time  that  he  has  inaugurated  preparations  to  make  for  the 
future  all  such  disgraceful  invasions  as  that  of  Quantrill  into  Kansas  an  impossibil- 
ity, and  that  he  will  exert  all  his  energies  to  punish  the  persons  concerned  in  this 
outrage  and  the  secessionists  of  the  border  counties  in  such  a manner  for  all  time  to 
come  that  they  will  never  again  think  of  new  invasions  ? Does  Mr.  Schofield  believe 
that  ho  can  keep  the  Kansas  Unionists  by  his  order  from  exercising  the  right  of  self- 
defense  ? 

What  has  Kansas  not  had  to  suffer  from  these'  border  counties  ? All  the  sorrows 
she  has  experienced,  all  the  battles  which  she  has  had  to  fight  for  her  existence  as  a 
free  State,  down  to  the  Sicilian  Vespers  of  Lawrence,  are  essentially  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  slaveholders’  aristocracy  of  those  border  counties.  The  inhabitants  of  that  dis- 
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trict  are,  in  their  overwhelming  majority,  men  who  share  completely  the  views  of  Jeff. 
Davis  and  the  worst  secessionists  in  South  Carolina  and  Mississippi.  This  Mr.  Scho- 
held  as  an  old  Missourian  could  not  be  ignorant  of,  and  hence  it  was  his  duty  to  have 
a sharp  lookout  kept  on  these  counties,  and  to  place  them  under  the  command  of  a 
careful,  energetic  general.  To  his  neglect  to  do  so  the  Lawrence  affair  must  be  par- 
ticularly attributed.  Nevertheless,  Mr.  Schofield  permits  the  incapable  Ewing  to 
remain  in  ofiSce,  and  we  hear  of  no  other  measure  which  he  himself  has  resolved  upon 
to  punish  the  criminals  except  an  order  from  Ewing  banishing  a number  of  fami- 
lies from  the  State — a measure  the  expediency  of  which  is  very  problematical.  But 
Mr.  Schofield  is,  on  the  other  hand,  very  much  afraid  that  the  terrible  Lane  may  in- 
vade the  border  counties,  and  give  the  secessionists  there  a lesson  which  they  may 
not  so  easily  forget.  If  Mr.  Schofield,  however,  adopts  no  measures  which  wTll  guar- 
antee security  to  the  Union  men  of  Kansas  and  Missouri,  how  can  he  expect  that  these 
men  will  respect  his  orders  and  not  procure  such  guarantees  themselves? 

Mr.  Schofield  has  no  moral  right  to  prohibit  this,  unless  he  himself  gives  the  secesh 
rabble  this  necessary  lesson;  unless  he  disarms  them,  imprisons  the  most  influential, 
and  hangs  every  one  who  has  been  concerned  in  the  invasion.  As  long  as  he  does  not 
do  this,  he  has  no  right  to  issue  such  prohibitions,  which,  under  these  circumstances, 
appear  simply  as  a satire  on  the  right  of  self-defense. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  8.] 

SPIRIT  OF  THE  GERMAN  PRESS.* 

The  Westliclie  Post  says : 

THE  LOYAL  BORDER  RUFFIANS  IN  KANSAS. 

We  must  confess  history  often  makes  very  bitter  satires.  Jean  Paul  says  humor 
is  the  sublime  reversed,  and  thus  we  might  say  that  our  misery  and  our  trouble  ends 
with  a farce — with  a murkyish  comedy,  which,  like  the  clowns  in  Shakespeare’s 
dramas,  only  relieves  by  its  folly  so  much  more  vividly  the  dark  background.  Such 
a clown  is  now  General  Schofield,  who  has  taken  it  into  his  head  to  pacify  the  people 
of  Kansas  and  of  Lawrence.  We  must  remind  the  general,  on  this  occasion,  that 
there  are  many  other  things  between  heaven  and  earth  than  army  regulations,  and 
that  the  revenge-thirsty  widows  of  Lawrence,  and  all  other  citizens  who  have  lost 
their  fathers,  sons,  and  friends,  will  not  permit  themselves  to  be  regulated  by  any 
paper  ordinance  whatever.  Only  consider  the  bitter  dramatic  irony  of  the  drama  in 
which  assuredly  many  fools  figure.  The  case  stands  thus : In  a certain  night  the 
citizens  of  Lawrence  are  attacked  and  murdered,  their  houses  burned  down,  and  every 
feeling  heart  in  the  country  is  horrified  at  such  an  unheard-of  deed;  but  neither  Mr. 
Lincoln  nor  Mr.  Schofield  have  known  anything  about  the  matter.  Mr.  Lincoln  has 
not  even  the  courage  to  address  a letter  of  condolence  to  the  deserted  widows  and 
orphans  of  Lawrence.  But  General  Schofield  goes  to  the  border  as  a pacificator,  and 
his  first  action  is  an  ordinance  for  the  protection  of  the  bushwhackers  in  Missouri, 
for  he  says  “ The  militia  of  Kansas  must  not  cross  the  border  of  Missouri.”  The 
blood  of  every  friend  of  humanity  must  boil  in  his  veins  when  he  witnesses  such 
cold-blooded  cowardice  and  reads  such  miserable  trash.  We  maintain  that  by  this 
absurd  ordinance  General  Schofield  has  made  himself  the  accomplice  and  protector 
of  the  bushwhackers.  The  loyal  conspiracy  develops  itself  daily  more ; the  men  of 
“law  and  order”  are  those  who  have  been  from  the  first  the  right  hand  of  the  reac- 
tionaries, the  parasites  of  our  party ; the  fellows  who  eat  from  Uncle  Sam’s  pocket 
while  they  fight  against  the  interests  of  the  true  party  of  freedom ; that  half-blooded, 
mongrel  race  of  men  who  have  no  particular  creed  whatever,  and  only  lean  to  that 
side  where  success  seems  to  beckon  and  where  no  danger  is  to  be  feared.  Such  are 
now  our  Union  men  a la  Gamble  and  Schofield.  Such  are  the  men  who  want  to  raise 
the  flag  of  peace  on  the  blood-drenched  border  of  Kansas,  in  order  to  protect  the 
rebels  from  a just  revenge.  Every  brave  heart  of  the  Kansas  patriots  is  filled  with 
grief,  and  their  faith  in  the  existence  of  liberty  must  vanish  more  every  day  that  this 
disgraceful  government  continues. 

[Inclosure  No.  9.] 

WHAT  DOES  IT  MEAN.t 

A class  of  journals,  in  the  interest  of  the  provisional  State  govern- 
ment, has  recently  assumed  to  brand  certain  loyal  citizens  of  Missouri, 
who  have  united  in  a movement  for  the  choice  of  State  officers  in  the 
usual  manner  at  the  ballot-box,  as  “ conspirators.”  The  parties  thus  de- 

* From  the  Missouri  Republican,  September  10,  1863 . 
t From  the  Missouri  Democrat,  September  10,  1 63. 
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nounced  are  men  wlio  have  an  unquestionable  right  to  vote,  and  have 
always  been  true  to  the  Government,  They  are  opposed  to  the  provis- 
ional government  on  the  grounds  of  principle  and  policy;  seek  to  ex- 
change it  for  another  in  a perfectly  loyal  and  constitutional  mode,  and 
for  this  puriDose  have  publicly  met  and  openly  organized  into  a party  to 
accomplish  their  aim  by  political  action.  For  this  they  are  charged  with 
conspiracy  against  the  government  of  which  Hamilton  E.  Gamble  is 
the  head.  A charge  so  remarkable  would  not  certainly  be  made  in  the 
face  of  an  intelligent  community  unless  there  is  something  underlying 
it  not  patent  to  the  public  eye.  It  is  a fact,  in  the  statement  of  which 
we  think  the  people  of  Missouri  at  large  will  agree  with  us,  that  there 
are  certain  movements  now  on  foot  under  the  auspices  of  the  present 
provisional  government  which  are  not  understood  by  the  masses.  All, 
perhaps,  have  a general  idea,  and  yet  few,  we  imagine,  fully  understand, 
in  its  real  dimensions,  the  singular  circumstance  that  our  present  State 
government  is  silently  and  actively  engaged  in  organizing,  equipping, 
and  arming  a formidable  standing  army,  and  this  witliout  giving  the 
luiblic  the  least  intimation  of  the  fact  in  any  public  order,  and,  so  far 
as  we  are  advised,  without  warrant  of  law  of  any  kind.  Not  the  least 
remarkable  thing  about  the  movement  is  the  means  resorted  to  in  order 
to  secure  the  material  of  which  this  army  is  being  composed.  All  have 
heard  something  about  provisional  regiments,  but  few  understand  ex- 
actly what  is  meant.  For  the  enlightenment  of  all  parties  interested,  it 
should  be  known  that  the  provisional  government  is  forming  these  regi- 
ments all  over  the  State,  making  a formidable  aggregate  force,  officer- 
ing, arming,  and  equipping  them  as  regular  soldiers  in  the  State  service. 
The  means  chiefly  resorted  to,  to  collect  the  men  composing  them,  is  con- 
scription. The  men  Avanted  as  soldiers  seem  to  be  selected  according  to 
no  lixed  rule,  and,  if  unwilling  to  enter  the  service,  are  forced  into  it  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet.  Under  what  law.  State  or  National,  this  is  done 
we  know  not,  as  we  have  been  unable  to  find  any,  and  the  best  of  lawyers 
to  whom  we  have  ai)plied  have  been  unable  to  inform  us  of  any.  It  is 
proper  to  add  that  the  men  thus  conscripted  are  usually  taken  from  the 
ranks  of  the  Enrolled  Militia,  at  the  pleasure,  we  believe,  of  officers  in 
command  ; are  then  armed  and  equipped  with  munitions  furnished  by 
the  General  Government  to  supply  the  Enrolled  Militia,  and  are  then 
officered  by  such  persons  as  the  State  government  sees  fit  to  place  over 
them.  It  thus  happens  that  the  men  have  no  choice  in  becoming  soldiers, 
nor  in  selecting  the  officers  who  shall  command  them  after  they  are 
soldiers. 

Now,  a proceeding  of  so  remarkable  a character  to  be  going  on  in  our 
midst  may  well  elicit  inquiry.  It  may  be  thought,  and  an  impression  of 
that  kind  has  doubtless  to  some  extent  prevailed,  that  this  is  merely  a 
perfecting  of  the  Enrolled  Militia  system.  Such,  however,  is  not  the 
case.  The  provisional  regiments  and  the  Enrolled  Militia  differ  most 
essentially.  It  will  be  recollected  that,  under  the  orders  under  which  the 
Enrolled  Militia  was  organized,  the  citizens  were  assured  there  was  no 
disposition  to  interfere  with  their  regular  pursuits  beyond  the  service 
required  in  the  protection  of  their  homes.  It  was,  furthermore,  given  out 
that,  the  enrollment  being  general,  the  burden  of  any  service  required 
would  come  equally  upon  all.  So  far  from  this  being  the  case  with  the 
provisional  regiments,  they  are  organized  with  a view  to  constant,  active 
service,  and  their  members  are  selected  out  from  among  the  mass  of 
citizens  equally  liable,  and  si)ecially  assigned  to  duty.  We  never  un- 
derstood that  there  existed  any  other  authority  for  the  creation  of  the 
Enrolled  Militia  than  the  dictum  of  the  commanding  general,  but  the 
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fact  of  its  uniform  operation  prevented  It  from  becoming  the  subject  of 
serious  complaint. 

What  the  legal  status  of  these  regiments  will  be  when  organized  be- 
comes an  interesting  question.  They  are  not  United  States  troops,  and 
can  draw  no  pay  from  the  General  Government,  nor  do  we  know  of 
any  law  which  recognizes  them  as  State  troops.  It  is  given  out,  we 
believe — it  is  the  talk  in  certain  circles — that  the  Legislature  is  ex- 
pected next  winter,  by  an  act  then  to  be  passed,  to  legalize  the  organi- 
zation of  these  regiments  and  the  proceedings  which  have  led  to  their 
formation.  This  may,  iiossibly,  account  for  the  somewtat  singular  cir- 
cumstance that  not  one  of  these  regiments,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  has 
been  organized  without  including  some  member  of  the  present  State  sen- 
ate or  house  of  representatives  among  its  officers.  It  is  perfectly  safe,  to 
say  that,  unless  the  Legislature  hereafter  does  something  in  the  prem- 
ises, such  as  we  have  stated,  not  an  officer  or  man  in  one  of  these  regi- 
ments will  ever  get  one  cent  of  pay  for  his  services,  which  must,  in  any 
event,  come  out  of  the  treasury,  or  rather  be  predicated  upon  the  credit 
of  the  State.  I^^ow,  in  view  of  this  extraordinary  proceeding,  conducted 
with  so  much  secrecy  and  cunning,  we  hold  that  the  people  of  Missouri 
have  a right  to  inqiiire,  what  does  it  mean  ? They  have  a right  to  ask 
under  what  law,  warrant,  or  authority  is  this  thing  being  done — what 
is  the  object  in  view — and  they  should  insist  upon  clear,  full,  and  un- 
equivocal answers  being  given.  We  think  we  know  what  will  be  the 
answer  as  to  the  object  of  these  organizations.  It  will  be  stated  to  be 
the  defense  of  Union  men  against  guerrillas  and  other  rebels.  But  if 
our  State  authorities  are  so  anxious  to  protect  Union  men,  we  ask  why 
they  have  exerted  themselves  so  actively,  as  the  fact  is,  to  have  the 
regular  volunteer  troops  of  the  United  States,  who  were  sent  here  for 
that  very  purpose,  removed  from  the  State,  and  who  were  paid  by  the 
United  States,  thus  imi)osing  the  duty  and  the  danger  upon  citizens  of 
Missouri,  to  be  performed  without  pay,  or  the  pay  to  come  out  of  their 
own  pockets. 

As  to  the  law  of  the  case,  we  understand  the  statute  passed  by  the 
Claib.  Jackson  Legislature,  under  which  such  gatherings  as  Camp  Jack- 
son  were  organized,  is  understood  to  be  still  in  force ; but  this  only 
provides  for  the  organization  of  a volunteer  militia,  while  it  is  well 
known  that  but  few  members  of  the  provisional  regiments  have  volun- 
teered. They  have  generally  been  detailed  or  conscripted,  and  without 
a resort  to  this  process  of  enlistment  not  one  of  these  regiments  could 
have  been  formed. 

Connected  with  this  subject  are  several  things  of  striking  significance 
to  be  considered.  One  is  the  name  of  these  regiments — Provisional — the 
same  as  the  distinctive  name  of  the  present  State  government,  carrying 
the  idea,  by  implication,  that  they  belong  especially  to  it ; another  is 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  officered.  Friends — we  might,  in  many 
instances,  say  creatures — of  the  provisional  government  are  alone  put 
in  command.  Then,  in  connection  with  these  facts,  showing  that  this 
military  force  is  thus  being  sought  to  be  made  utterly  subservient  to 
the  provisional  government,  w'e  have  the  fact,  first  stated  by  us,  ihat 
the  organs  of  this  government  charge  all  who  seek  to  oust  this  govern- 
ment, in  the  legal  and  usual  mode  of  the  ballot-box,  with  being  “ con- 
spirators that  is,  men  who  are  seeking  to  do  a thing  which  will  not  be 
allowed,  but  will  be  forcibly  resisted.  When  we  consider,  further,  that 
the  provisional  government  was  not  created  in  the  legal  and  usual  mode 
of  the  ballot-box;  that  it  was,  at  least  in  the  form  of  its  origin,  usurp- 
atory ; that  it  has  already  perpetuated  itself  long  beyond  the  time  for 
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which  it  was  at  first  understood  to  be  created,  and  is  to-day  holding 
power  with  a grave  question  hanging  over  it,  whether  its  existence  is 
not  in  defiance  of  the  constitution  of  the  State,  the  things  we  have  sug- 
gested are  certainly  worthy  of  being  considered,  not  in  excitement  and 
passion,  but  calmly  and  solemnly. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  late  People’s  Convention  at  Jefferson 
City  to  visit  Washington,  in  addition  to  its  other  duties,  should  learn 
of  the  President  whether  he  has  given  the  provisional  government  of 
Missouri  any  authority  or  sanction  for  the  creation  of  the  army  alluded 
to.  In  addition 'to  this,  it  becomes  the  solemn  duty  of  every  citizen  of 
Missouri  at  once  to  inquire,  What  does  it  mean  ? 

[Id  closure  Xo.  10.] 

JUDGE  MILLER’S  DECISION. 

Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  September  10, 1863. 
J^ditors  Missouri  Democrat : 

In  your  paper  of  the  9th  instant  I noticed  an  editorial  headed  “ The 
Enrolled  Militia,”  and  having  reference  to  a habeas  corpus  case  recently 
tried  in  this  city.  Having  personally  participated  in  the  trial,  I respect- 
fully ask  permission  to  correct  misapprehensions  you  seem  to  be  labor- 
ing under,  and  to  state  concisely  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  his  honor 
Judge  Miller. 

The  issues  raised  in  the  pleading  by  the  applicants  for  the  benefit  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  were : First,  the  legality  of  the  Enrolled  Mi- 
litia organizations  of  the  State ; second,  the  legality  of  the  so-called 
provisional  regiments  of  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  and,  third,  the 
legality  of  General  Orders,  No.  14,  of  the  commander-in-chief,  dated 
April  23, 1863,  which  required  all  persons  liable  to  be  detailed  for  active 
service,  and  desiring  to  obtain  exemptions  from  military  service  under 
the  act  of  the  last  General  Assembly  by  the  payment  of  a commutation 
tax,  to  make  such  payment  before  they  were  detailed  for  service.  I de- 
sire to  say  that  his  honor  Judge  Miller  affirmed  each  and  every  one  of 
these  propositions,  declaring  that  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  organi- 
zation was  legal  and  constitutional  j that  the  provisional  regiments 
were  legal  and  constitutional,  and  that  General  Orders,  No.  14,  was 
a legal  order,  and  must  be  obeyed. 

Upon  these  findings  the  judge  dismissed  the  petition  for  the  writ,  and 
remanded  the  prisoners  to  the  military  authorities,  to  be  dealt  with  by 
the  military  tribunals. 

You  will  please  publish  this  note,  and  oblige,  yours,  &c., 

W.  M.  SMALLWOOD. 


[Inclosure  Xo.  11.] 

THE  DRAFT  IN  SAINT  LOUIS.* 

For  a day  or  two  past  the  work  of  making  soldiers  nolens  volens  has 
been  going  on  quite  briskly.  Many  of  our  citizens  who  two  days  ago 
scarcely  dreamed  of  war,  except  as  they  read  the  dispatches  in  the 
morning  papers  over  their  hot  coffee  and  cakes,  have  suddenly,  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  found  themselves  metamorphosed  into  warriors. 
How  or  for  what  purpose  the  change  has  been  accomplished  many  are 
utterly  unable  to  divine.  No  public  order  was  issued,  no  announcement 
of  a cause  for  this  singular  proceeding  made.  Orders  were  privately 

* From  the  Missouri  Democrat,  September  11, 1863. 


CHAP,  xxxiv.]  COERESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  559 

issued  by  the  general  commanding  the  militia  of  the  district  to  his  sub- 
ordinates to  assemble  their  commands  forthwith,  that  a detail  might  be 
made  for  immediate  service,  and  upon  the  regiments  being  assembled 
the  work  of  detailing  began.  We  have  heard  no  particular  complaint  on 
account  of  the  mode  of  selection.  The  great  inquiry  has  been  what  the 
movement  means.  About  this  there  is  a mystery  which  those  in  au- 
thority have  not  seen  fit  to  clear  up.  The  general  impression  is  that  the 
calling  out  of  the  militia  at  this  time,  and  the  detailing  of  two  or  three 
provisional  regiments  for  duty,  has  some  connection  with  the  threatened 
movement  of  Jim  Lane  on  the  border;  in  other  words,  that  our  con- 
servative military  chieftains  had  got  a big  panic  on  them,  lest  the  great 
Kansian  and  his  followers,  if  permitted  to  come  over  the  border,  might,  in 
cleaning  out  rebels,  not  be  disposed  to  make  nice  distinctions,  and  clean 
them  (the  conservatives)  out  too.  It  might,  therefore,  be  considered 
policy  for  these  parties  to  surround  themselves  with  radical  body- 
guards, as  the  masses  of  the  militia  are  pretty  much  all  radicals,  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  the  invasion.^^  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  Kansas 
question  is  generally  supposed  to  have  some  connection  with  the  draft, 
and  is  in  consequence  freely  discussed.  We  have  heard  of  but  one  con- 
clusion among  the  privates,  which  is,  that  if  there  is  to  be  a fight  with 
Jim  Lane,  and  they  have  to  be  in  it,  they  will  be  on  Lane’s  side.  Such 
is  the  expression  of  more  than  nine-tenths  of  the  “ conscripts.”  To  any 
casual  observer  it  is  apparent  that  the  most  popular  man  in  this  corner 
of  the  Department  of  Missouri  at  the  present  time  is  Lane,  as  the  most 
unpopular  is  Schofield.  As  the  absurdity  of  opposing  any  such  element 
as  this  draft  has  collected  in  any  way  to  Lane  and  his  rebel-killers  is  so 
apparent,  this  movement  has  been  met  with  better  temper  than  might, 
perhaps,  have  been  anticipated.  Our  authorities,  however,  have  com- 
mitted a great  mistake  in  preserving  any  mystery  about  the  matter. 

[Inclosure  No.  12.  ] 

WHAT  IT  MEANS.* 

In  the  absence  of  any  explanation  from  responsible  sources  of  the 
movement  by  which  hundreds  of  our  citizens  are  being  forced  away 
from  their  homes  and  business,  put  into  the  ranks  with  muskets  in  their 
hands,  and  marched  off  into  camp,  the  Missouri  Eepublican  undertakes 
to  clear  up  the  mystery.  Its  account  of  the  matter  is,  that  General 
Steele  is  hard  pressed  in  Arkansas,  and  the  movement  among  the  militia 
here  looks  to  his  relief.  But,  if  so,  why  is  it  that  some  time  has  elapsed 
since  this  fact  was  known  to  the  military  authorities,  for  preparations 
for  calling  out  the  militia  were  instituted  days  ago,  and  the  public  should 
have  no  inkling  of  the  news  ? Why  is  it  that  we  are  told  by  the  tele- 
graph, through  channels  which  appear  to  be  reliable,  that  the  rebels 
have  already  evacuated  Little  Eock  and  are  in  full  retreat  before  Steele 
and  Davidson  ? How  happens  it  that  the  enemy  were  defeated  in  a 
very  strong  position  at  the  Bayou  Metaire  [Meto],  which  is  understood 
to  command  Little  Eock,  by  Davidson  alone  In  case  General  Steele 
is  in  danger,  why  is  it  that  re-enforcements  are  not  sent  up  by  Grant 
from  Vicksburg  and  Helena,  which  are  points  much  more  accessible  to 
Steele  than  Saint  Louis,  and  where  large  forces  are  understood  to  be 
lying  idle  ? Why,  in  that  condition  of  things,  is  General  Schofield,  who 
commands  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  and  from  whom  the  order  for 
the  draft  must  have  come,  not  down  on  the  Arkansas  line  looking  after 
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the  real  point  of  danger  and  weakness,  instead  of  spending  his  time  to 
no  profit  on  the  Kansas  line  ? Why  is  all  this  silence  and  mystery  pre- 
served? If  a Union  army  is  really  in  peril,  and  our  help  is  needed  for 
its  safety,  it  seems  to  ns  the  true  policy  would  be  to  say  so,  and  ap[)eal 
to  the  patriotism  of  Union  men  to  the  rescue.  There  would  be  no  dilfi- 
culty  in  that  case.  The  citizens  of  Saint  Louis  would  then  turn  out 
cheerfully  and  do  their  duty  to  a man.  The  course  of  concealment  and 
mystification,  which  our  military  authorities  are  pursuing  in  this  mat- 
ter, is  just  the  thing  to  prevent  that  result  and  breed  difficulty. 

This  story  about  Steele  may  be  true.  It  has  been  given  out  in  an 
irresponsible  way  for  several  days — ever  since  the  draft  began.  We 
confess  it  looks  very  much  like  a mere  pretext. 

Another  very  singular  thing  is  that  the  militia  are  not  called  out  in 
regiments  and  companies,  as  they  are  already  organized  and  prepared 
for  service,  as  would  be  the  case  were  the  emergency  pressing,  but  they 
are  called  out  by  draft  to  form  provisional  regiments,  a force  yet  to  be 
organized. 

These  are  things  to  which  our  State  and  military  authorities  cannot 
expect  the  people  to  shut  their  eyes.  There  are  several  things  about 
these  provisional  regiments  which  need  ventilation,  and  they  will  get  it. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  13.] 

SPIRIT  OF  THE  GERMAN  PRESS.* 

The  KeueZeithas  a long  article  on  the  provisional  regiments  and  the 
Enrolled  Militia,  in  which  it  says  : 

It  is,  indeed,  hard  to  decide  what  is  more  to  be  admired,  the  shameless  impudence 
with  which  the  provisional  State  government  of  Missouri,  in  absolute  defiance  of  all 
constitutional  enactments  and  all  existing  laws,  seeks  to  lead  the  people  by  the  nose, 
or  the  patience  and  forbearance  with  which  the  people  submit  to  such  swindles.  It  is 
now  a considerable  time  since  those  citizens  of  Missouri  whodo  notbelongto  thevolun- 
teer  regiments  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  have  been  bothered  with  military  serv- 
ices as  so-called  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  after  Governor  Gamble  had  succeeded  in  his 
incessant  endeavors  to  remove  almost  all  United  States  troops  of  volunteer  regiments 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  from  Missouri.  The  people  of  Missouri,  in  their 
exceedingly  pure  aud  generous  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  common  country,  did  not 
take  time  to  reflect  about  the  right  or  wrong  of  a measure  concocted  by  the  State 
government,  if  only  its  necessity  for  the  general  welfare  was  advanced  as  the  motive. 
Thus  the  citizens  of  Saint  Louis  have  repeatedly,  for  instance,  left  their  business  and 
their  families,  and,  following  the  call  of  the  Governor,  however  hateful  he  must  be 
to  every  well-meaning  citizen  of  Missouri,  have  taken  up  arms  in  the  good  faith  that 
they  made  a sacrifice  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  State.  How  the  citizens  of  Mis- 
souri fulfill,  under  such  circumstances,  what  they  conceive  to  be  their  duty  has  been 
amply  demonstrated  at  the  time  of  Marmaduke’s  invasion  and  on  other  occasions, 
aud  it  places  them  beyond  the  possibility  of  suspicion  for  disloyalty.  But  if  the 
Gov'ernment,  in  scornful  desjjotism,  treads  upon  the  rights  of  the  people  ; if  circum- 
stances gain  the  appearance  as  if  it  were  intended  to  create  an  armed  power  which 
might  protect,  in  case  of  necessity,  the  self-constituted  State  government  against  the 
expressly  declared  will  of  the  sovereign  people  of  Missouri,  it  is  not  only  the  right 
but  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  ask  what  right  that  government  has  to  infringe  thus 
upon  that  personal  liberty  of  the  citizen  which  the  republic  guarantees.  The  prin- 
ciple of  general  military  duty  is  so  old  and  of  such  universal  application  that  it  is 
not  necessary  to  say  a word  about  it ; the  difierence  is  only  in  the  execution  of  that 
principle,  according  to  the  political  condition  of  each  State.  While  in  monarchies 
the  will  of  the  prince  rules  absolutely,  in  a republic  it  is  the  people  who  regulate 
their  affairs  by  laws  ; and  the  executive  power  here  called  the  Governor  has  no  right 
to  assume  a military  power  which  the  law  does  not  confer  upon  him.  How  is  it  in 
this  respect  in  Missouri  ? The  first  law  we  find  in  relation  to  this  subject  is  in  Article 
IV  of  the  State  constitution,  and  reads  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  Field  oflScers  and  company  officers  shall  be  elected  by  the  persons  subject  to  militia 
duty  within  their  respective  commands.  Brigadier-generals  shall  lie  elected  by  the  held  officers  of 
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their  respective  brigades,  and  major-generals  by  the  brigadiers  and  field  officers  of  their  respective 
divisions,  until  otherwise  directed  by  law. 

Sec.  2.  General  and  field  officers  shall  appoint  their  officers  of  the  staff. 

Sec.  3.  The  Governor  shall  appoint  an  adjutant-general  and  all  other  militia  officers  whose  appoint- 
ments are  not  otherwise  provided  for  in  this  constitution. 

As  far  as  we  know,  no  amendment  to  the  constitution  repealing  these  provisions  has 
ever  been  made,  and  hence  they  are  still  in  full  force.  Besides  this,  there  are  only  two 
other  laws  on  the  subject,  a law  of  December  31,  1859,  as  far  as  its  terms  do  not  con- 
flict with  an  ordinance  of  the  convention,  dated  October  17,  1861,  and  this  ordinance 
of  October,  1861.  These  two  laws  agree  in  the  most  important  point  under  discus- 
sion, the  organization  of  the  militia. 

Paragraph  2 of  Article  II  of  the  law  of  1859  says : 

The  military  forces  of  this  State  shall  be  raised  and  kept  up  by  voluntary  enlistment. 

The  ordinance  of  October,  1861,  says : 

1.  All  able-bodied  free  white  male  inhabitants  of  this  State  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty- 
five  years  shall  be  liable  to  military  duty  under  this  ordinance,  and,  when  enrolled,  shall  constitute  and 
be  known  and  designated  as  the  “'Missouri  State  Militia.” 

2.  When  the  Missouri  State  Militia  shall  be  called  into  the  actual  service  of  their  State,  the  officers 
and  men  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  and  articles  of  war  that  govern  the  armies 
of  the  United  States. 

ORGANIZATION. 

3.  The  commander-in-chief  shall  have  power  to  call  troops  into  actual  service  by  volunteer  enlist- 
ments, according  to  such  regulations  as  he  may  prescribe. 

How  the  State  militia  can  be  called  into  active  service  under  these  provisions,  in 
the  manner  in  which  is  now  being  attempted,  we  cannot  conceive.  Neither  of  the 
above  laws  mentioned  one  word  of  compulsion,  under  penalty  of  a certain  fine,  for 
instance,  much  less  of  compulsion  by  brutal  force  of  arms ; and  the  only  lawful  means 
by  which  the  Governor  can  call  the  militia  into  active  service  is  by  voluntary  enlist- 
ments. The  total  disregard  of  the  constitutional  provision  regarding  the  election  of 
officers  by  the  militia  does  not  take  away  from  the  character  of  unlawfulness  which 
colors  the  whole  proceedings.  Now,  as  far  as  the  provisional  regiments  are  concerned, 
we  cannot  hesitate  to  express  our  conviction  that  not  a shadow  of  a legal  pretext 
can  be  discovered  which  orders  or  merely  permits  the  formation  of  such  military 
organizations.  Our  limited  space  does  not  allow  us  to  treat  this  important  question 
as  thoroughly  as  it  should  be  treated,  nor  do  we  claim  infallibility.  We  have  merely 
taken  pains  to  submit  the  legal  question  to  the  public,  leaving  the  decision  to  our 
judicial  authorities,  who  will,  doubtless,  conscious  of  their  position  as  protectors  of 
civil  liberty,  do  their  full  duty  whenever  they  are  applied  to. 


[Inclosure  Xo.  14.] 

FROM  JEFFERSON  CITY — HIGHLY  IMPORTANT  DECISION  OF  JUDGE 
R.  W.  WELLS,  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  DISTRICT  COURT — THE 
ENROLLED  MISSOURI  MILITIA  AND  THE  PROVISIONAL  REGIMENTS 
AMENABLE  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  AUTHORITIES — HOW  THE 
‘^LEADING  LOYAL  CITIZENS”  OF  JEFFERSON  TALK. 

Jefferson  City,  September  14,  1863. 

The  United  States  district  court  has  been  in  session  the  past  week. 
The  grand  jury,  having  probably  certain  transactions  in  view,  pro- 
pounded the  following  question  to  the  court,  Hon.  K.  W.  Wells : 

^‘Is  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  amenable  to  the  United  States 
authorities 

The  court  having  taken  the  question  under  advisement,  and  consulted 
the  General  Orders  bearing  on  the  subject,  decided  substantially  as 
follows : 

The  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  and  the  Provisional  Army  are  in  the 
actual  service  of  the  United  States  to  all  intents  and  purposes ; they 
are  under  the  command  of  the  department  commander,  who  is  a United 
States  officer,  who  has  been,  and  still  is,  issuing  his  orders  to  themj  the 
United  States  clothe,  feed,  arm,  and  equip  them,  though  they  are  paid 
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at  present  and  preliminarily  by  the  State,  on  account  of  no  appropria- 
tion for  them  having  been  made  by  Congress.  They  are,  individually 
and  collectively,  amenable  to  the  United  States  authorities. 

I shall  send  you  a copy  of  the  decision  as  soon  as  obtainable.  The 
results  of  it  will  be  of  immense  importance.  One  of  them  will  be  that 
the  United  States  court,  being  the  highest  appellate  tribunal  in  the 
State,  will  exercise  jurisdiction  over  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  of 
which  until  now  there  existed  a doubt,  and  in  our  present  state  of 
troubles  such  protection  from  a power  above  the  Gamble  dynasty  will 
be  a very  great  relief  for  the  oppressed  people. 


[Inclosure  No.  15.*] 

In  the  State  of  Missouri  an  army,  consisting  not  of  a few  companies, 
but  of  many  thousands  of  men,  enough  in  the  absence  of  the  United 
States  forces  to  conquer  and  hold  the  State,  is  being  organized  by  our 
State  authorities.  According  to-  the  best  evidence  we  can  get  of  the 
programme  intended  to  be  pursued,  this  force  will  not  be  less  than  20,000 
or  25,000  men.  Although,  in  some  nominal  sense,  subject  to  United 
States  authority,  so  completely  is  it  under  State  control  that  not  an  offi- 
cer will  it  have  who  is  not  selected  and  appointed  by  the  Governor  of 
Missouri.  Not  long  ago  the  commander  of  this  department  desired  to 
select  a gentleman  of  superior  qualifications  to  fill  the  office  of  provost- 
marshal-general  of  the  State,  and,  although  he  claims  to  command  this 
force,  he  was  unable  to  appoint  him  to  the  position,  because  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Missouri  refused  to  commission  him  to  a place  in  the  State 
army.  So  completely  is  this  great  aggregation  of  soldiers  subject  to 
the  control  of  our  State  officials,  in  consequence  of  the  power  being- 
lodged  in  them  alone  to  officer  it,  that  the  Governor  might  place  every 
regiment  and  company  of  it  in  the  hands  of  enemies  to  the  Federal 
Government.  Not  only  do  the  State  authorities  furnish  all  the  com- 
manders of  this  army,  but  they  have  given  it  their  own  distinctive  name. 
The  present  government  of  Missouri  is  called  the  Provisional  Govern- 
ment, and  these  troops  are  called  the  Provisional  Army.  Everything 
would  seem  to  be  done  in  its  organization  to  give  it  a local  cast,  and  to 
exclude  from  it  as  far  as  possible  all  idea  of  nationality. 

If  the  movement  of  Governor  Seymour,  in  raising  an  army  for  the 
State  of  New  York,  is  worthy  of  the  General  Governments  attention, 
how  much  more  should  the  organization  of  eighteen  or  twenty  provis- 
ional regiments  in  Missouri,  to  be  officered  exclusively  by  appointees  of 
Governor  Gamble’s  relations,  deserve  its  consideration ! The  elements 
in  Missouri  are  certainly  no  more  loyal  and  orderly  than  in  New  York, 
and  Governor  Gamble  is  not  a whit  more  reliable  in  his  attachment  to 
the  Union  than  Governor  Seymour,  if  as  much  so.  Governor  Seymour 
has  always  been  a semi- States’  rights  man,  which  has  always  meant  a 
semi-traitor,  while  Governor  Gamble  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  re- 
bellion a ‘^conditional  Union  ” man,  and  made  his  first  appearance  in  our 
present  troubles  at  a meeting  of  secessionists  in  this  city,  where  he  was 
the  principal  speaker,  at  which  a resolution  was  adopted  that,  if  the 
Federal  Government  did  not  yield  to  the  leaders  of  the  South  their  de- 
mands upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  Missouri  “ should  share  the  common 
duties  and  the  common  dangers  of  the  South.” 

The  whole  doctrine  of  “ States’  rights,”  as  professed  and  practiced  by 
Democrats  and  pro-slavery  men,  is  dangerous  and  disloyal.  It  should 
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not  be  countenanced,  State  has  any  business  in  raising  armies  of 
its  own.  No  troops  are  too  good  nor  too  poor  to  serve  the  United  States. 
The  idea  of  nationality  should  ever  be  foremost  in  the  soldier’s  mind. 
No  other  allegiance  should  be  held  superior.  No  greater  folly  can  be 
permitted  in  times  like  these  than  for  the  General  Government  to  per- 
mit States,  particularly  States  having  as  many  disloyal  elements  in  them 
as  Missouri,  to  be  marshaling  armies  into  the  service  which  look  to  the 
State  governments  for  all  the  offices,  all  the  honors,  and  the  chief  source 
of  power. 

If  the  authorities  at  Washington  are  wise,  they  will  watch  not  only 
such  a movement  as  has  been  started  in  New  York  City  under  Sey- 
mour’s auspices,  but  they  will  look  to  Missouri,  where  the  same  thing 
is  being  attempted  on  a much  larger  scale.  They  will  find,  in  doing  so, 
many  .things  which  well  deserve  their  attention. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  1C.] 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  HABEAS  CORPUS  WRIT.* 

Before  Judge  Clover,  in  the  criminal  court,  yesterday  morning,  Mr. 
Gustave  Yon  Deutsch  presented  the  petition  of  John  Falck,  complaining 
that  he  is  unlawfully  restrained  of  his  liberty,  stating  that  some  time 
ago  he  was  enrolled  in  the  Eighth  Kegiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia ; 
that  on  the  8th  instant  he  was  ordered  to  report  at  a place  called  Camp 
Gray,  and  has  there  since  been  detained  against  his  will,  and  contrary 
to  law,  as  he  believes,  by.  Lieut.  Col.  IT.  H.  Catherwood.  He  therefore 
asks  that  writ  of  habeas  corpus  may  be  issued  in  his  behalf,  for  the  rea- 
son that  there  can  be  found,  and  there  exists,  no  law  authorizing  the 
organization  of  the  so-called  provisional  regiments  of  Enrolled  Missouri 
Militia  in  the  mode  in  which  the  organization  is  now  attempted. 

Judge  Clover  responded  that  he  would  take  the  matter  into  consid- 
eration, and  if  by  the  morrow  he  had  not  concluded  to  grant  the  writ, 
would  listen  to  argument  in  behalf  of  the  petition. 

In  the  afternoon  a like  petition  was  presented  to  Judge  Clover  by 
Charles  P.  Johnson,  esq.,  in  behalf  of  H.  J.  Bockrath,  of  Captain  Cleve- 
land’s company,  Ninth  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia.  This 
application  took  the  same  course  with  the  former. 

The  provisional  regiments,  when  called  into  the  field,  are  under  the 
orders  of  General  Schofield,  and  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  therefore  the  President’s  late  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  writ 
will  doubtless  be  held  as  applicable  to  the  above  petitions.  The  writ 
is  suspended  “ in  all  cases”  whereby,  under  the  authority  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  military,  naval,  or  civil  officers  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  hold  persons  under  their  command  or  in  their 
custody  either  as  prisoners  of  war,  spies,  or  aiders  or  abettors  of  the 
enemy,  or  officers,  soldiers,  or  seamen  enrolled,  drafted,  mustered,  or 
enlisted  in  or  belonging  to  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  17,] 

SPIRIT  OF  THE  HERMAN  PRESS.! 

The  Neue  Zeit  says  of  General  Schofield’s  recent  order : 

If  anything  could  and  must  have  create'd  an  excitement  it  is  the  unhappy  General 
Orders,  No.  96;  hut  this  is  not  the  time  to  allow  oneself  to  ho  excited.  Only  the  enemies 
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of  freedom  and  the  friends  of  the  rebellion  can  now  desire  trouble  or  disturbances  of 
the  peace.  Every  excess  at  the  present  moment  would  be  a misfortune  and  a crime ; 
but  especially  every  mutiny  in  the  regiments  must  be  decidedly  condemned.  If  the 
chief  of  this  department  makes  himself  guilty  of  the  most  unpardonable  acts  and 
orders,  we  will  have  to  make  a political  settlement  with  the  President  about  him,  and 
this  will  be  done  soon  enough.  Only  patience!  We  shall  have  it  also  under  all  cir- 
cumstances ! 

And  again: 

DOES  IT  TOUCH  ME  OR  DOES  IT  TOUCH  THEE? 

Very  rarely  a public  act  has  produced  more  surprise  than  Lincoln’s  proclamation 
suspending  the  habeas  corpus  act,  and  its  immediate  application  by  the  commander  of 
the  Missouri  Department  to  our  Enrolled  Militia.  The  conscription  in  the  Eastern 
States  is  now  pretty  well  completed,  and  has  produced  no  further  serious  disturbances. 
In  the  Western  States,  however,  it  seems  postponed  for  the  present;  and  if  any  re- 
sistance was  threatened  in  these  States,  it  was  resistance  by  force  of  arms,  and  not  by 
judicial  interference.  .A.nd  hence,  if  this  proclamation  was  nevertheless  issued  just 
now,  when  our  arms  have  been  everywhere  successful,  the  surprise  attending  it  was 
still  more  increased  by  the  course  of  action  adopted  by  our  department  commander 
on  the  basis  of  that  proclamation. 

Under  Orders,  No.  96,  we  have  no  right  (i.  e.,no  permission)  any  more  to  discuss  the 
application  of  the  President’s  proclamation  to  the  Enrolled  Militia,  at  the  risk  of  im- 
mediate suppression  ; but  we  have  a duty  to  perform  which  even  General  Schofield 
cannot  prohibit  or  restrain  us  from  by  threatening  suppression  and  other  punish- 
ments, and  this  duty  is  to  give  our  citizens  some  opinions  on  their  present  authorities. 

‘‘  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them.”  But  what  sort  of  fruit  is  this  General  Orders, 
No.  96?  That  in  it  which  surprises  us  as  the  most  unheard-of  thing  of  all  is  this,  that 
the  commanding  general,  whose  removal  is  denounced  by  tens  of  thousands  of  voices 
in  Kansas  and  Missouri,  should  use  the  proclamatiou  of  the  President  to  suppress  the 
liberty  of  the  press — an  evident  abuse,  siuce  the  proclamation  itself  says  nothing  of 
the  suspension  of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  nor  can  it  say  anything  about  it,  since  the 
Constitution  permits  neither  the  President  nor  Congress  discretionary  power  in  this 
respect. 

But  is  the  liberty  of  the  press  suppressed  ? The  military  commander  says  so,  and 
the  military  authorities  will  pronounce  judgment  accordingly,  while  their  decision 
again  is  only  submitted  to  the  commander-in-chief.  Hence  law,  judgment,  and  ex- 
ecution are  in  the  hands  of  Schofield,  as  far  as  the  press  is  concerned.  But  it  needs 
no  proof  that  this  gentleman  is  at  present  in  very  bad  humor  against  the  press,  par- 
ticularly the  radical  press,  and  that  this  bad  humor  will  communicate  itself  more  or 
less  to  his  subordinates. 

And  how  are  such  clauses  as  these  to  be  interpreted  : “Words  calculated  to  excite 
insurrection  or  lawless  acts  among  the  people,”  or  “ misrepresentations  of  facts  calcu- 
lated to  embarrass  or  weaken  the  military  authorities  ? ” We  say,  for  instance,  that 
the  commander  of  the  department  has  exceeded  his  authority,  and  has  made  himself 
guilty  of  an  unheard-of  usurpation  of  power,  especially  against  the  loyal  or  radical 
press,  and  that  he,  therefore,  deserves  to  be  again  removed.  Perhaps  this  is  also  “ em- 
barrassing or  weakening  the  military  authorities,”  or  who  knows^at  it  may  be  “ex- 
citing insurrection  and  dissatisfaction?”  If  this  meaning  is  laid  at  the  bottom  of 
our  words,  we  can’t  help  it.  And  we  should  not  even  know  how  to  defend  ourselves 
strongly  against  such  an  accusation,  as  we  would  consider  it  the  lowest  degree  of  de- 
basement to  submit  without  resistance  to  the  tyranny  and  pleasure  of  a rabid  man, 
who  recognizes  only  the  limit  of  his  power  as  his  measure ; but  that  this  bold,  nay, 
impudent,  stroke  is  directed  against  the  radical  press  is  apparent  from  the  har- 
monious shouts  of  triumph  in  the  reactionary  camp.  And  the  question  will  now  arise, 
to  be  answered  by  the  President,  whether  he  will  permit  the  Union  press  to  suffer 
from  Schofield  what  he  did  not  permit  General  Burnside  to  carry  out  against  the  seces- 
sion and  traitor  press.  Schofield  plays  va  hanque;  will  the  President  do  so  also  ? Or 
shall  we  tell  the  President  more  of  the  conclusions  which  might  be  drawn  from  this 
order  of  Schofield  in  connection  with  his  proclamation  ? Whoever  is  in  difficulty  to 
explain  the  cause  of  the  issue  of  the  President’s  proclamation,  find  then  compares  it 
with  General  Orders,  No.  96,  must  necessarily  come  to  the  conviction  that  the  proc- 
lamatiou was  especially  intended  for  Missouri,  i.  e.,  that  it  was  to  be  a tool  in  the 
hands  of  Gamble  to  suppress  the  radicals,  unless,  indeed,  the  President  shall  disavow 
that  general  order.  Could  it  be  otherwise  possible?  Or  where  is  the  necessity  for 
this  despotical  act  ? But  the  great  deputation  from  Missouri  and  Kansas  will  go  next 
week  to  Washington,  and  perhaps  the  burning  of  Lawrence  seems  an  insufficient 
subject  for  their  conversation  with  Mr.  Lincoln.  Hence  this  most  horrible  of  all 
proconsular  decrees  had  to  be  given  them  to  take  along — this  decree  which,  as  if  in 
especial  irony,  is  dated  on  the  anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the  United  States 
Constitution,  the  17th  of  September. 
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A year  ago  B.  Gratz  Brown  spoke  his  “ We  are  the  Revolution.”  This  year  the 
reply  comes  in  a*  threat  of  brutal  force.  The  day  is  more  than  historical.  But  what 
next? 

The  Westliche  Post  says,  in  relation  to  this  order : 

The  Republican  interprets  this  severe,  double-edged,  and  in  many  respects  equivo- 
cal order  as  if  it  were  especially  directed  against  the  radical  Union  press.  This 
interpretation  seems  to  us  absurd,  because  it  is  impossible  that  a journal  of  the  Re- 
publican’s tendency  should  be  considered  the  standard  of  a loyal  and  patriotic  paper. 
In  fact,  we  are  not  yet  sure  as  to  what  has  been  the  cause  of  this  order,  and  we  must 
await  its  application  before  we  can  express  our  views  concerning  it. 

In  the  last  proclamation  of  the  President,  suspending  the  habeas  corpus  act,  there 
is  evidently  nothing  which  could  have  provoked  the  issue  of  this  general  order.  It 
is  only  justified  if  it  has  been  necessary  to  suppress  the  rebellion,  which  finds  such 
continued^  direct  or  indirect,  support  in  the  Missouri  slaveholding  aristocracy.  In 
granting  the  extensive  powers  to  the  President  at  the  last  session,  Congress  had  surely 
no  other  object  than  this.  As  far  as  the  liberty  of  the  press  is  concerned  particularly, 
the  President  has  always,  even  in  the  case  of  disloyal  papers,  evinced  such  respect 
for  the  free  utterance  of  opinions  that  an  interpretation  of  Orders,  No.  96,  as  the  Re- 
publican and  the  Union  give  it,  must  surely  be  repudiated. 

In  commenting  on  a Jefferson  City  correspondence,  denying  the  right 
to  draft  the  Enrolled  Militia,  the  Post  says : 

As  the  so-called  provisional  regiments  have  been  called  into  service  by  State  au- 
thority, and  not  by  an  order  of  the  commander  of  this  department,  General  Orders,  No. 
96,  cannot  apply  to  them.  The  commander  of  the  department  has,  indeed,  expressed 
the  wish  that  1,000  men  of  the  Enrolled  Militia  might  be  enlisted,  but  he  presupposes, 
as  a matter  of  course,  that  the  enlistment  will  be  carried  out  according  to  tke  existing 
State  law.  Hence  the  question  always  returns  to  this : Can  the  Enrolled  Militia  be 
compelled  to  active  service,  or  must  the  enlistments  be  voluntary  ? If  Judge  Clover’s 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  of  Thursday  would  come  up  for  argument,  we  should  have  a 
judicial  decision  on  this  question. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Cav.  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

Brownsville^  Arh.^  September  20,  1863. 

Lieutenant  Montgomery, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  the  order  of 
the  general  commanding  the  division,  I moved,  with  the  Eighth  Mis- 
souri and  MerrilPs  Horse,  to  this  point  from  Little  Eock.  The  general 
directed  me  to  post  the  three  battalions  of  one  of  my  regiments — one  at 
each  of  the  railroad  bridges  and  one  at  Austin.  I found  that  three  rail- 
road bridges  across  Bayou  Meto  were  all  included  within  a space  of 
less  than  3 miles,  and  that  the  troops  could  be  better  disposed,  with 
the  object  in  view,  by  dividing  a regiment  equally  between  the  bridges 
and  Austin.  I accordingly  left  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lisenby,  Eighth 
Missouri,  with  six  squadrons,  camped  on  good  ground  near  the  middle 
bridge,  instructing  him  to  post  a guard  of  one  squadron  at  each  of  the 
other  bridges,  and  sent  Colonel  Geiger,  commanding  the  other  six 
squadrons  of  the  Eighth,  to  Austin.  By  this  means  I accomplished  the 
object  in  view,  and  a voided  the  necessity  of  dividing  a regiment  into  small 
fragments,  lessening  the  tendency  to  laxity  of  discipline  from  the  scat- 
tering of  the  regiment.  Merrill’s  .Horse,  under  Major  Harker,  I have 
established  at  Brownsville,  where  I have  also  established  my  own  head- 
quarters. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  MEEEILL, 

Colonel^  Commanding  First  Brigade^  Cavalry  Division, 
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Kansas  City,  Mo.,  September  2.1,  1863. 

C.  W.  Blunt, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 


A small  scouting  party  from  Trading  Post  followed  a body  of  150  rebels, 
going  south  from  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Osage,  5 or  G miles.  Two 
squadrons  of  the  Third  Wisconsin,  at  Little  Osage  Post-Office,  in  Gen- 
eral Blunt’s  district,  were  apprised  of  the  presence  and  movements  of 
rebels.  Bum  or  of  large  rebel  force  coming  north,  through  Carthage  and 
Lamar,  of  which  I telegraphed  you,  proves  entirely  groundless,  as  the 
commanding  officer  at  Port  Smith  informs  me.  In  the  last  few  days 
camps  of  guerrillas  in  Jackson,  La  Fayette,  and  Johnson  Counties  have 
been  broken  up ; 10  guerrillas  killed  and  considerable  capture  of  horses 
made.  Their  numbers  are  not  perceptibly  decreasing,  but  I think  it 
probable  they  will,  in  small  squads,  work  their  way  south  out  of  the 
district,  and  not  attempt  another  raid. 

THOMAS  EWIKG,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City^  l/o.,  September  21,  1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes, 

Commanding  Rickman  Mills.,  Mo. : 

Colonel  : You  will  guard  thoroughly,  with  your  infantry,  ail  the 
crossings  of  the  Blue  south  of  the  mouth  of  Indian  as  far  as  you  can, 
commencing  before  day  to-morrow  morning  and  continuing  until  you 
see  fit  to  stop.  You  will  take  all  your  available  cavalry,  and  scout  the 
country  thoroughly  from  Indian  Creek  to  Aubrey,  calling  on  commander 
at  Aubrey  for  all  available  spare  troops  to  aid  you.  I have  sent  an  order 
to  Captain  [Jerome]  Kunkel  for  that  purpose.  If  you  cannot  go  out  with 
your  troops,  or  think  it  best  to  remain.  Captain  Coleman  will  go  with 
them.  He  is  very  familiar  with  the  country,  and  knows  the  habits  of 
the  animal  better  than  any  one  not  experienced.  This  movement  will  ' 
be  made  with  the  utmost  secrecy.  You  will  have  all  your  troops  under 
cover,  so  as  to  be  unobserved,  by  daylight  to-morrow  morning.  Major 
[L.  K.j  Thacher  will  commence,  at  the  same  time,  to  scout  the  country 
north  of  Indian  Creek,  guarding  tlie  fords  of  the  Blue  and  jiatrolling 
the  road  from  Westport  to  Olathe.  - 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  September  21,  1863. 


Col.  E.  Lynde, 

Ninth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers,  Kansas  City,  Mo. : 


Colonel  : You  will  take  command  of  the  trooiis  on  the  border  sta- 
tioned in  the  counties  of  Miami  and  Linn,  Kansas,  and  also  of  those 
at  Little  Santa  Ee,  Mo.  You  wiU  patrol  the  line  thoroughly  from  Little 
Santa  F6  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  district,  making  such  new 
stations  along  it,  either  in  Kansas  or  Missouri,  as  you  find  expedient, 
causing  reports  to  be  sent  here  from  each  station  daily.  You  will  be 
expected  to  scout  thoroughly  Bates  County,  Missouri,  and  that  part  of 
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Vernon  north  of  Little  Osage,  to  break  up  and  destroy  any  force  men- 
acing Kansas  from  that  quarter,  and  to  intercept  rebel  forces  going 
north  or  south  through  that  part  of  the  district. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWmO,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General, 

(Copy  furnished  commanding  officer,  Paola,  Kans.,  December  18, 
1863.) 


Leavenworth,  Kans., 

Septemher  22,  1863 — 7.25  p.  m. 

His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States  : 

Please  make  no  changes  in  Kansas  military  affairs  until  I arrive  in 
Washington.  Will  be  there  soon. 

THOMAS  CAKKEY, 

Governor, 


Headquarters  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knoh^  Mo.j  September  22, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schopield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  a brief  review  and  statement 
of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri. 
During  the  two  months  in  which  I have  been  in  command  of  the  district, 
I have  kept  the  troops  at  my  disposal  constantly  on  the  move  through 
the  most  disturbed  portions  of  my  territory.  Four  expeditions  from  this 
point  have  been  made  to  the  southwest,  and  as  far  as  the  Arkansas  line, 
and  three  similar  expeditions  to  the  southeast  have  been  sent  from  Cape 
Girardeau  and  Bloomfield.  Smaller  parties,  day  and  night,  have  trav- 
ersed the  swamps  and  mountain  fastnesses  in  pursuit  of  guerrillas,  mur- 
derers, and  horse-thieves.  More  than  100  of  these  brigands  have  in  the 
mean  time  been  killed  outright,  and  among  them  some  of  the  most  des- 
perate characters  in  the  State.  More  than  50  have  been  captured  and 
sent  to  Gratiot  street  prison,  to  await  their  trial  on  charges  which  have 
been  properly  made  and  filed  with  the  provost-marshal-general  of  the 
department.  The  notorious  Jeff.  Thompson  and  his  staff,  with  many 
other  captured  rebel  prisoners,  have  been  forwarded. 

We  have  nearly  completed  at  Pilot  Knob  one  of  the  finest  forts  in  the 
department.  It  mounts  four  32-pounder  siege  guns  and  two  24-pounder 
howitzers  j has  a capacious  and  well-protected  magazine  store-room  and 
well.  Much  of  the  labor  used  in  the  construction  of  the  fort  has  been 
performed  by  the  contrabands.  I have  no  men  who  have  been  drilled 
in  the  tactics  of  heavy  artillery,  and  have  none  whom  I can  spare  from 
other  duties  for  that  purpose.  If  the  artillery  detachmifuts  you  intended 
to  send  here  when  the  First  Nebraska  Infantry  were  ordered  away  can 
now  be  forwarded,  I would  recommend  that  it  be  promptly  done.  The 
battalion  of  Third  Colorado  is  barely  sufficient  for  the  bridge  guards 
and  post  duty. 

The  district  is  and  has  been  comparatively  quiet.  Thieves  in  small 
bands  are  still  infesting  the  country ; they  steal  horses  from  citizens  of 
all  shades  of  color  and  sympathy.  Southeastern  Missouri  suffered  much 
from  the  presence  of  these  characters  before  the  troubles,  and  the  war 
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has  uot  reformed  them.  1 have  exhorted,  encouraged,  and  ordered  that 
every  man  and  woman  who  has  the  welfare  of  the  country  at  heart 
should  aid  the  military  authorities  in  the  extermination  of  guerrillas  and 
the  restoration  of  quietness.  Fredericktown  has  not  been  captured  nor 
Saint  Francis  Bridge  attacked  except  in  the  Saint  Louis  papers. 

I have  encouraged  the  people  to  re-establish  their  schools,  reopen  their 
churches,  and  cultivate  fraternal  and  social  feeling  among  themselves, 
instead  of  running  to  me  with  complaints  and  rehearsals  of  neighbor- 
hood quarrels.  Two  seminary  buildings  have  been  converted  from  sta- 
bles and  barracks  into  flourishing  schools.  More  than  thirty  common 
schools  have  been  opened,  and  are  being  conducted  without  molestation. 
Industrial  pursuits  are  being  resumed,  and  an  improved  condition  of 
affairs  generally  is  manifest.. 

If  we  had  sufficient  force  to  permit  the  establishment  of  a post  at 
Pocahontas,  Ark.,  I believe  that  a strong  Union  feeling  would  be  speedily 
developed  in  that  region,  and  many  would  repent  'and  be  baptized.  I 
am  now  in  correspondence  with  certain  parties  along  the  border  who 
are  desirous  of  redemption  from  the  evils  of  rebellion. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^ CLINTON  B.  FI8K, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Cape  Girardeatj,  Mo.,  September  22, 1863. 

General  Fisk: 

Have  just  received  dispatch  from  Major  Poole,  saying  that  he  had 
attacked  the  guerrillas  who  lately  robbed  Charles  [Saint  Charles  kill- 
ing 5 of  them  and  wounding  a number.  Poole  had  4 men  wounded. 
Captured  10  horses  and  a number  of  arms. 

H.  M.  HILLER, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City.,  Mo.,  September  22,  1863. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Burris, 

Commanding  Pleasant  Hills  Mo. : 


Colonel  : I hope  you  will  keep  your  forces  moving  as  energetically 
as  possible.  We  have  but  about  one  month's  hard  work  this  season 
yet,  and  you  may  better  overwork  your  command  than  underwork  it. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  crossed  the  Osage  at  the  mouth  of  the  Little 
Osage  on  the  19th  instant,  going  south.  They  must  cross  your  beat  to 
get  south  from  the  Blue  and  Sni,  and  I strongly  believe  you  will  halt 
them. 

If  a man  comes  to  you  with  I.  W.  T.’^  in  India  ink  on  his  left  fore- 
arm, and  a Masonic  sign  in  the  same  print  and  place,  you  may  count 
pretty  confidently  on  his  information  being  correct.  Keep  him  dark. 


Yours,  truly. 


THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


p.  s. — Plumb,  with  H and  B,  Eleventh  Kansas,  and  the  two  compa- 
nies of  the  Eleventh  Missouri  from  Bledson’s,  near  Chapel  Hill,  will 
operate  hereafter  from  Independence. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Mihvaukee,  Ws.,  September  22,  1803. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War^  Washington^  D.  C.: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
16th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  papers  from  the  Department  of  the  In- 
terior, in  relation  to  a military  force  which  it  is  desired  be  stationed  at 
the  new  reservation  of  the  Winnebago  and  Sioux  Indians  on  the  Upper 
Missouri.  In  relation  to  the  force  asked  for,  I will  instruct  General 
Sully,  wlio  will  have  troops  to  spare  for  the  purpose  as  soon  as  he  re- 
turns from  his  expedition.  He  was  at  last  dates  250  miles  above  the  res- 
ervation, and  just  gained  a decided  victory  over  the  hostile  Sioux,  killing 
over  100,  and  taking  many  prisoners,  and  capturing  and  destroying  the 
camps,  supplies,  &c.,  of  the  enemy.  Until  his  return  I shall  not  have 
any  force  for  the  purpose  indicated  by  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  nor  is  it  believed  that  such  a force  will  be  needed  w^hilst  Gen- 
eral Sully  is  interposed  between  this  Indian  reservation  and  the  hostile 
Sioux,  to  protect  reserve  Indians  against  hostilities  of  other  tribes. 
That  such  a force  will  be  necessary,  how^ever,  at  this  reservation  for  other 
reasons,  is  plain  enough  from  the  official  report  of  General  Sully,  a copy 
of  which  is  herewith  transmitted.*  If  the  War  Department  desires  it,  I 
will  direct  General  Sully,  when  he  returns  from  his  campaign,  to  post 
the  force  at  the  reservation  asked  for  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  desired  are  not  in  the  department, 
nor  at  my  command.  The  difficulty  of  supplying  the  force  asked  to  be 
posted  at  this  agency  is  fully  set  forth  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  in  relation  to  supplying  the  Indians  at  the  same  place,  and 
this  difficulty  will  be  greatly  increased  if  cavalry  be  stationed  there.  I 
will,  however,  endeavor  to  post  the  troops  and  supply  them,  as  requested 
by  the  Interior  Department,  if  the  War  Department  desire  it. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JKO.  POPE, 

Major-  General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  I^orthwest, 

Milwaukee^  Wis.,  September  23,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief,  Washington : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  inclosed,  a letter  from  Gen- 
eral Sibley,  dated  Saint  Paul,  September  16,  in  which  he  reports  the 
application  for  peace,  unconditionally,  of  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Sioux 
bands  north  and  east  of  the  Missouri  Eiver.  I have  directed  him  to  send 
Hatch’s  battalion  forthwith  to  Pembina,  and  open  the  communications 
with  these  Indians  wffiich  he  suggests,  and  in  the  manner  in  which  he 
proposes.  Such  understandings  with  them  will  probably  be  made  as 
will  preclude  all  apprehension  from  them  hereafter,  and  in  the  spring 
such  treaties  as  may  be  deemed  judicious  can  be  made  by  the  proj)er 
officers  of  the  Government.  I would  only  suggest  in  this  view,  and  I 
do  so  with  all  urgency,  that  no  purchase  of  lands  be  hereafter  made, 
and  no  money  annuities,  under  any  circumstances,  be  accorded.  Such 
conditions  only  exhibit  (in  the  eyes  of  the  Indians)  weakness  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  and  lead  necessarily  to  the  very  hostilities 
they  are  intended  to  prevent.  They  stimulate  the  cupidity  of  unscru- 
pulous men,  both  traders  and  others,  and  tinally  lead  to  that  system  of 


See  Part  I,  p.  555. 
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swindling  and  wrong  to  the  Indians  in  which  have  originated  nearly  all 
of  our  Indian  difficulties.  Cease  to  pay  money  to  the  Indians,  and  the 
temptation  of  the  whites  to  go  amongst  them  and  cheat  them  is  nearly 
altogether  taken  away.  I cannot  too  strongly  set  forth  this  view,  and 
I urgently  request  that  the  Government  Mill  hereafter  positively  pro- 
hibit the  authorized  agents  from  introducing  any  article  into  treaties 
providing  for  money  or  any  other  annuities.  The  Indians  now  desire 
only  peace,  and  let  that  alone  be  their  inducement  to  keep  peaceful. 
They  now  ask  no  more,  and  it  will  be  altogether  unwise  to  give  more 
to  a barbarous  people,  who  are  ruled  alone  by  their  fears.  In  this  de- 
portment I look  upon  the  adoption  of  these  views  as  vitally  essential 
to  our  peaceful  relations  with  the  Sioux.  No  Indians  of  the  Sioux  Na- 
tion are  now  believed  to  be  within  250  mil^s  of  any  settlement  in  Min- 
nesota, except  the  half-breed  settlement  at  Pembina,  and  General  Sibley 
is  instructed,  in  his  communications  with  them,  to  fix  this  limit  to  their 
approach,  on  penalty  of  at  once  renewing  hostilities  against  them. 

General  Sully^s  success  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  pushed  vigorously,  as 
he  has  orders  to  do,  will  lead  to  the  same  results  in  that  quarter;  and  I 
think  it  may  safely  be  assumed  that  Indian  hostilities,  on  any  consider- 
able scale  hereafter,  are  transferred  to  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri 
Eiver.  It  is  probable  that  it  will  be  necessary,  or  at  least  advisable, 
that  a strong  cavalry  force  take  the  field  next  spring,  and  make  a cam- 
paign against  the  Teton  Sioux  south  of  the  Missouri  Eiver,  by  way  of 
the  Black  Hills  and  Fort  Benton. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield^  Mo.,  September  23,  1863. 

Judge  Price,  Mount  Vernon  : 

Judge  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  pursuance  of  pre- 
vious understanding,  I have  sent  a mounted  force  of  150  men  to  Neosho, 
Newton  County,  to  remain  there  during  the  sitting  of  your  court.  The 
officer  is  directed  to  aid  the  sheriff  you  appoint  in  the  serving  of  process, 
and  to  give  protection  to  all  good  citizens  attending  court.  The  same 
orders  are  given  to  Captain  McAfee,  stationed  at  Newtonia.  With 
this  force  I am  inclined  to  think  your  court  can  be  held  and  the  majesty 
of  the  law  properly  asserted. 

Hoping  that  the  mild  and  beneficent  reign  of  law  under  your  com- 
mand may  take  the  place  of  military  rule  under  mine,  I have  the  honor 
to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McNEIL, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  260.  1 Saint  Louis,  September  23,  1863. 

###**** 

IV.  La  Fayette,  Johnson,  and  Henry  Counties,  and  the  portion  of  Saint 
Clair  County,  Missouri,  now  belonging  to  the  District  of  the  Border,  are 
hereby  transferred  to  the  District  of  Central  Missouri. 

Commanding  officers  will  report  accordingly  to  Brig.  Gen.  E.B.  Brown, 
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headquarters  at  Jefferson  City.  As  soon  as  practicable,  the  Fourth 
Mi«ssouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  will  all  be  transferred  to  General  Brown’s 
district,  and  the  Eleventh  Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry  to  that  of  Gen- 
eral Ewing. 

#***#*# 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

[C.  W.  MAKSH,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington.,  September  24, 1863. 
Major-General  Pope,  MilwauTcee,  Wis.  : 

Battery  B,  First  Wisconsin  Heavy  Artillery,  will  report  for  tempo- 
rary duty  at  Louisville,  Ky.  It  will  be  ordered  here  as  soon  as  circum- 
stances will  permit.  The  infantry  regiments  from  your  department 
ordered  to  Saint  Louis  should  be  sent  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  September  24, 1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  : Your  communication  in  regard  to  the  declaration  of  mar- 
tial law  in  Missouri  has  been  received  and  submitted  to  the  President 
for  his  action. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Army  of  Arkansas, 

Ko.  35.  1 Little  Boeh,  Arlc.,  September  24, 1863. 

I.  The  Union  men  of  Perry  County,  Arkansas,  are  hereby  authorized 
to  form  themselves  into  a company  or  companies,  for  the  purposes  of 
home  defense  and  the  protection  of  their  families  and  property  from  the 
depredations  of  guerrillas,  rebels,  and  all  unauthorized  persons  what- 
soever. 

II.  The  Union  men  of  Conway  County,  Arkansas,  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  form  themselves  into  a company  or  companies,  for  the  purpose 
of  home  protection  and  the  defense  of  their  families  and  property  from 
the  depredations  of  guerrillas,  rebels,  and  all  unauthorized  persons. 

* * -^  * * * * 

By  order  of  Maj..  Gen.  F.  Steele : 

[GEOEGE  O.  SOKALSKI,] 

First  Lieut,  Seeond  Cavalry,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters, 

Fort  Lyon,  Colo,,  September  24, 1863. 
Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  to  headquarters  of  the  district  my 
return  from  a trip  down  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  Have  been  as  far  as  Fort 
Lamed.  Visited  the  Kiowa,  Comanche,  Apache,  Caddo,  and  Arapaho 
Indians.  The  head  chiefs  of  all  these  tribes  requested,  as  soon  as  they 
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learned  that  a command  of  troops  was  on  the  road,  that  they  might  have 
a talk  with  the  officer  in  command.  1 have  talked  with  them  all,  through 
the  United  States  interpreter,  J.  S.  Smith.  They  all  express  the  utmost 
friendship  for  the  whites ; say  they  have  been  offered  the  war-pipe  by 
the  Sioux  of  the  Platte,  and  all  refused  to  smoke,  except  the  Northern 
Cheyennes.  They  say  they  are  aware  that  some  of  their  young  men 
have  committed  depredations  upon  the  road,  and,  in  order  to  prevent  a 
repetition  of  these'  offenses,  the  Kiowas  and  Comanches  will  all  leave 
the  main  traveled  road ; that  they  know  they  cannot  live  long  while  at 
war  with  the  whites ; that  they  must  depend  upon  the  Government  and 
the  friendship  of  the  whites  in  a great  measure  for  their  support,  espe- 
ciallj'  the  coming  winter,  as  the  buffalo  have  all  left  their  accustomed 
ranges,  owing  to  the  uni^recedented  drought  upon  the  Arkansas,  the 
river  being  perfectly  dry  for  400  miles.  They  have  iiromised  to  hunt 
up  the  authors  of  the  depredations  which  have  been  committed,  and  to 
see  that  they  are  not  repeated. 

The  Kiowa  band,  under  La-tan-ka,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Kiowas, 
has  done  more  damage  than  all  the  others,  but  he  had  left  the  road  be- 
fore I came  up.  The  Comanches,  and  particularly  the  Apaches,  appear 
very  loyal ; they  offered  all  fheir  warriors  to  aid  me  at  the  time  they 
supposed  the  Texans  were  coming  up,  and  went  out  as  scouts  to  re- 
conuoiter.  They  also  went  with  me  through  their  herds  to  look  for  white 
men’s  stock  j we  recovered  ten  head  of  Government  mules  and  three 
Government  horses,  which  have  been  turned  over  to  assistant  quar- 
termaster at  this  post.  I saw  a good  many  head  of  Confederate  States 
stock  among  the  Comanche  and  Apache  tribes,*  they  had  stolen  it  from 
the  borders  of  Texas.  This  accounts  for  their  great  scare”  when  they 
sup])osed  the  Texans  were  coming  up  from  Eed  Eiver. 

The  Arapahoes,  to  the  number  of  2,000,  are  moving  up  this  way,  under 
Little  Haven,  Left  Hand,  and  Neeva.  They  expect  to  receive  their  an- 
nuities at  this  post  next  week.  The  band  of  Arapahoes  who  committed 
the  depredations  at  Maxwell’s  and  in  vicinity  of  Colonel  Boone’s  belong 
to  the  North  Platte,  and  are  now  on  the  Smoky  Gill.  They  are  very 
destitute,  and,  from  all  reports,  are  suffering  terribly  from  disease  and 
hunger.  With  the  force  now  here  and  at  Fort  Lamed,  I do  not  think  any 
trouble  need  be  feared  from  any  baud  on  the  Arkansas.  They  were  badly 
frightened  when  we  went  down.  I could  have  wiped  them  all  out  with 
my  force,  and  probably  should  have  commenced  upon  the  Kiowas,  after 
their  robbery  of  the  wagon-master  of  Honore’s  train,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  interpreter,  who  explained  the  matter  better  than  1 could  have  un- 
derstood it  without  his  aid. 

The  Caddo  Indians,  numbering  about  500,  will  arrive  here  in  about 
ten  days,  and  will  go  into  a permanent  settlement  about  20  miles  above 
the  post.  They  suffered  terribly  from  the  hands  of  the  rebels  in  Texas 
last  winter.  They  have  adopted  many  of  the  customs  of  the  whites, 
and  are  well  behaved. 

Lieutenant  [John  A.]  Edington,  with  his  command,  will  reach  hereby 
the  30th  instant,  leaving  the  road  almost  clear  of  Indians  except  the 
Arapahoes  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  post  and  the  Caddoes 
above. 

The  Indians  are  all  very  destitute  this  season,  and  the  Government 
will  be  compelled  to  subsist  them  to  a great  extent,  or  allow  them  to 
starve  to  death,  which  would  probably  be  much  the  easiest  way  of  dis- 
posing of  them. 

I am,  sir,  with  much  resjiect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SCOTT  J.  ANTHONY, 

Major,  Commanding  Post. 
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Washington,  D.  C.,  September  25, 1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis  : 

General  : Yours  of  September  18  is  just  received.  While  General 
Grant’s  operations  were  confined  to  the  Mississippi  Eiver  and  its  vicin- 
ity, it  was  necessary  that  he  should  have  the  direct  control  of  all  troops 
which  could  be  employed  in  these  operations,  without  regard  to  depart- 
ment lines.  This  has  been  done  in  many  other  cases,  and  is  unavoid- 
able; but  it  may  soon  be  possible  to  restore  more  definitively  the  lines 
of  respective  commands.  In  regard  to  General  Steele’s  operations,  it 
was  supposed  that  he  would  be  mainly  left  to  work  out  the  problem  for 
himself.  Generals  Grant  and  Hurlbut  giving  all  necessary  assistance. 
What  he  will  now  do  must  depend  upon  contingencies  and  operations 
elsewhere,  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  withdraw  some  of  his  forces.  The 
policy,  military  and  civil,  to  be  adopted  in  that  State  must  also  depend 
upon  the  .circumstances  as  they  are  developed.  Should  the  rebels 
withdraw  their  forces  to  Texas  and  south  of  Eed  River,  we  must  oc- 
cupy the  latter  in  force  as  a line  of  defense,  instead  of  the  Arkansas, 
and  a smaller  force  on  the  latter  will  be  sufficient.  We  cannot  scatter 
troops  over  the  whole  country,  as  was  done  in  Missouri.  Fort  Smith, 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas  Post,  a point  on  White  River,  Helena,  and,  per- 
haps, Rapoleon,  will  probably  be  as  many  as  we  can  occupy.  A consider- 
able movable  force  will  always  be  required.  Your  views  on  this  matter 
are  solicited.  All  points  occupied  should  be  fortified. 

You.  are  authorized  to  raise  as  many  volunteers,  in  your  department 
as  you  can  in  accordance  with  existing  regulations  and  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

G enerahin-  Chief, 


Rew  Madrid,  September  25, 1863, 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department^  dc..  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Sir  : The  four  companies  which  I sent  to  Osceola,  under  command  of 
Capt.  Joseph  Schmitz,  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Missouri  Volunteers, 
have  returned.  They  were  transported  both  ways  by  the  Davenport, 
costing  the  Government  nothing  in  addition  to  the  permanent  contract 
with  that  boat.  Captain  Schmitz  reports  that  the  inhabitants  were 
glad  to  see  our  forces  and  sorry  to  have  them  leave.  They  profess  to 
be  willing  to  arm  and  mount  themselves  if  they  can  have  support,  and 
to  act  as  pickets,  guides,  &c.  The  country  is  rich  in  forage  and  sub- 
sistence. The  people  were  all  Union  until  the  Legislature  of  Arkansas 
passed  their  secession  ordinance,  and  then  they  became  rebels,  but  are 
anxious  to  return  to  their  allegiance.  They  gave  our  men  forage  for 
the  animals  and  plenty  of  fresh  meat  and  vegetables.  I think  the  post 
is  better  worth  holding  than  this,  where  the  inhabitants  expect  me,  with 
infantry,  to  protect  them  from  guerrillas,  while  they  will  not  even  give 
me  correct  information  as  to  where  the  bandits  are,  much  less  will  they 
raise  a hand  in  their  own  defense. 

Captain  Schmitz  captured  two  citizens  (smugglers),  one  a doctor,  who 
had  several  ounces  of  quinine,  some  pounds  of  opium,  and  other  medi- 
cines in  his  carpet-sack.  The  opium  is  said  to  be  worth  $350,  and  I 
propose  to  send  it  to  the  medical  purveyor  at  Saint  Louis.  The  other 
medicines  we  needed,  and  I have  directed  the  surgeon  to  take  them  up 
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on  his  returns  and  use  them.  The  other  man  had  several  boxes  of  com- 
mon chewing  tobacco.  Captain  Schmitz  distributed  this  among  the 
men. 

The  cavalry  (Major  Poole’s  battalion  Second  Missouri  Cavalry)  met 
my  detachment  at  Osceola,  and  will  return  in  a few  days.  On  their 
way  down  they  had  a skirmish,  and  killed  Captain  Mott  and  6 men 
(bushwhackers),  wounding  others.  Their  report  will  go  to  General 
Fisk,  of  course. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHESTER  HARDING,  jR., 

Colonel^  Commanding  Post. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  Septemher  25,  1863. 
General  Fisk,  Commanding : 

At  Chester,  111.,  yesterday,  I saw  powder  landed.  The  amount  sold 
into  Missouri  from  that  place  is  enormous.  A very  reliable  Onion  man 
there  told  me  that  powder  was  sold  there  to  go  as  low  down  as  opposite 
Memphis.  H am  fully  convinced  that  it  is  sold  to  our  swamp  guerrillas 
by  the  keg.  One  Jew  named  Black  has  sold  large  quantities  to  come 
to  this  side.  I propose  that  Capt.  C.  C.  WiMiams,  late  in  the  service, 
now  owner  of  the  ferry-boat  at  that  place,  be  appointed  to  regulate  the 
trade  in  contraband  of  war  with  Missouri  at  that  place.  He  is  a reliable 
Union  man.  He  will  attend  to  it  for  $50  per  month.  I'ailing  to  get 
him  appointed,  I shall  be  compelled  to  send  troops  opposite  there,  and 
close  the  trade.  The  attention  of  the  authorities  at  Saint  Louis  has  fre- 
quently been  called  to  this  with  no  effect.  It  has  been  made  a regular 
depot  of  supplies  for  guerrillas. 

J.  B.  ROGERS, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Bailey’s,  September  25,  1863. 

General  Fisk: 

Lieutenant  Sutton  returned  an  hour  ago;  reports  rebels  recruiting  and 
organizing  in  Ripley  and  Butler  Counties.  Tim  Reves,  at  Pocahontas, 
expects  to  take  command  of  the  whole  and  come  into  Missouri.  Notori- 
ous Wash.  Neighbors  ran  on  his  pickets  at  3 o’clock  this  morning,  fired 
on  him,  and  captured  a stolen  horse  he  had,  but  failed  to  get  him. 

F.  LAYTON, 

Major,  Commanding  Post. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  September  26, 1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis : 

General:  I inclose  herewith  the  President’s  written  approval*  of 
your  General  Orders,  No.  96.  I would  advise  the  exercise  of  great 
caution  and  discretion  in  the  execution  of  this  order,  especially  toward 
the  newspaper  press.  Anything  that  has  the  appearance  of  persecu- 
tion or  oppression  will  incite  public  sympathy  in  favor  of  the  individual 
culprit  and  against  you. 

Neither  faction  in  Missouri  is  really  friendly  to  the  President  and  ad- 
ministration, but  each  one  is  striving  to  destroy  the  other,  regardless  of 
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all  other  considerations.  In  their  mutual  hatred  they  seem  to  have  lost 
all  sense  of  the  perils  of  the  country  and  all  sentiments  of  national 
patriotism.  Every  possible  effort  should  be  made  to  allay  this  bitter 
party  strife  in  that  State. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Helena,  Arh.^  September  26,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  McPherson, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  I arrived  here,  with  a portion  of  my  command,  on  the 
evening  of  the  14th  instant.  Finding  no  instructions,  and  believing  the 
whole  command  would  arrive  during  the  night  of  the  14th  instant,  I 
intended  to  march  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant.  A portion  of  the 
command,  however,  did  not  arrive  until  12  m.  of  the  15th.  I at  once 
relieved  my  transportation,  and  sent  Lieutenant  White,  of  my  staff,  to 
report  to  General  Steele,  and  issued  orders  to  march  at  4 a.  m.  of  the 
16th  instant.  Captain  [Martin  K.]  Cook,  of  General  HurlbuPs  staff, 
arrived  on  the  night  of  the  15th  instant,  and  ordered  me  into  camp  at  this 
place.  After  making  my  men  as  comfortable  as  possible,  by  taking  the 
camp  equipage  belonging  to  General  Steele’s  command,  I proceeded  to 
Memphis,  with  the  view  of  conferring  with  General  Hurlbut,  whom  I 
found  absent.  I awaited  his  return  last  Thursday,  24th  instant,  when 
I received  an  order  to  return  to  Vicksburg.  Upon  my  return  last  even- 
ing, I found  General  Grant’s  order.  There  were  then  but  two  transports 
here  by  which  I could  transport  three  regiments  and  two  batteries.  I 
have  already  embarked  on  board  the  steamer  Julia,  and  will  report  to 
Major-General  Hurlbut  for  further  instructions. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHI7  E.  SMITH, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Glasgow^  Ho.,  September  26,  1863. 

Colonel  Douglass,  Mexico : 

1 returned  from  a two  days’  scout  below  here  last  night.  We  ousted 
Bill  Jackson  and  his  gang  of  thieves,  mortally  wounded  one  of  them, 
and,  from  signs,  others,  captured  3 horses,  1 Sharps’  rifle,  1 double-bar- 
reled shot-gun,  1 Navy  revolver,  blankets,  ammunition,  &c.  There  are 
three  distinct  bands  in  this  county,  below  here,  and  if  I had  a few  more 
men  I could  soon  run  them  out. 

JOHN  TILLMAN, 
Captain^  Commanding  Post. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  233.  ) Memphis,  Tenn.,  September  27,  1863. 

**#**## 

H.  Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Salomon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  proceed  with- 
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out  delay  to  Little  Eock,  Ark.,  reporting  in  person  to  Major-General 
Frederick  Steele  for  assignment  to  duty. 

*#**#*# 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut : 

HENRY  BINMOEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  September  28,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Fred.  Steele, 

Commanding  Arl<,ansas  Expedition,  Little  Boclc,  Aric. : 

General  : I have  received  your  report  of  operations  ending  with  the 
capture  of  Little  Eock,  and  forwarded  it  to  the  General-in-Chief.  I am 
much  gratified  at  your  success,  and  congratulate  you  most  heartily.  I 
have  written  to  General  Halleck  relative  to  future  operations  in  Arkan- 
sas, and  expect  his  reply  in  a few  days. 

Whatever  we  may  do  hereafter,  I think  Little  Eock,  or  some  point 
near  it,  should  be  well  fortified,  so  that  we  may  hold  it  in  any  event. 
I desire,  as  soon  as  i^ossible,  to  occupy  the  whole  country  sufficiently  to 
put  down  the  guerrillas  and  restore  the  authority  of  the  Government. 

I am  told  that  a large  proportion  of  the  people  about  Little  Eock  are 
loyal,  and,  doubtless,  many  of  them  will  enter  the  service.  You  are 
authorized  to  muster  in  as  infantry  all  that  desire  to  enlist.  Select  the 
officers  with  care,  and  forward  their  names  to  me  for  the  ai)proval  of 
the  War  Department. 

It  will  be  necessary  very  soon,  probably  by  the  1st  of  November,  to 
draw  supplies  from  Little  Eock  for  the  troops  at  Fort  Smith.  If  the 
river  does  not  rise  in  time,  a train  will  be  sent  from  Fort  Smith.  I 
have  ordered  supplies  to  be  sent  from  here  to  meet  that  demand. . 

I will  write  you  more  fully  as  soon  as  I hear  from  Washington.  The 
demand  for  troops  elsewhere  may  contract  our  oiierations  in  Arkansas, 
but  I hope  not. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


. Independence,  Mo.,  September  28,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing  : 

Bushwhackers  have  been  openly  in  town  to-night,  and  around  it  in 
slight  force.  Have  only  burned  a barn  and  arrested  some  citizens.  I 
believe  their  movement  is  intended  to  mislead  me.  I will  not  regard  it, 
but  iiroceed  with  my  plan.  We  are  now  fairly  started.  Have  an  eye 
upon  the  safety  of  this  point.  The  company  at  the  ford  of  the  Blue 
seems  to  be  asleep. 

WM.  WEEE, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  September  28, 1863. 
Major-General  Pope,  Milwaukee : 

General  : Yours  of  the  22d,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  is  just  received. 
B}^  forwarding  to  you  papers  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior  it 
is  not  intended  that  you  should  necessarily  carry  out  the  views  con- 
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taiued  in  such  papers.  They  are  sent  for  your  information,  and  it  is 
left  to  your  discretion  to  adopt  the  suggestions  or  not,  as  you  may  deem 
best.  From  your  immediate  connection  with  the  Indian  country,  it  is 
presumed  that  you  will  have  the  proper  information  to  form  a correct 
judgment,  keeping  in  mind  that  almost  every  Indian  agency  is  continu- 
ally calling  for  additional  troops,  whether  they  are  really  needed  or  not. 
Were  all  such  calls  answered,  a large  portion  of  our  army  would  soon 
be  stationed  in  the  Indian  country,  for  the  benefit  of  contractors  and 
speculators. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  101.  1 Saint-Louis,  Mo.,  September  28,  1863. 

The  right  of  the  people  to  peaceably  assemble  for  all  lawful  purposes, 
and  the  right  to  freely  express  their  will  at  the  polls  according  to  law, 
are  essential  to  civil  liberty.  No  interference  with  these  rights,  either 
by  violence,  threats,  intimidation,  or  otherwise,  will  be  tolerated. 

Any  commissioned  officer  who  shall  incite  or  encourage  any  interfer- 
ence with  any  lawful  assemblage  of  the  people,  or  who  shall  fail  to  do  his 
utmost  to  prevent  such  interference,  shall  be  dismissed  the  service  j and 
any  officer,  soldier,  or  civilian  who  shall,  by  violence,  threats,  or  other- 
wise, actually  interfere  with  any  such,  lawful  assemblage  of  the  people 
shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  or  otherwise,  at  the  discretion  of  a 
court-martial  or  military  commission. 

Any  officer,  soldier,  or  civilian  who  shall  attempt  to ‘intimidate  any 
qualified  voter  in  the  exercise  of  his  right  to  vote,  or  who  shall  attempt 
to  prevent  any  qualified  voter  from  going  to  the  x>olls  or  voting,  shall 
be  punished  by  imprisonment  or  otherwise,  at  the  discretion  of  a court- 
martial  or  military  commission. 

Special  attention  is  called  to  the  Fifth  Article  of  War,  which  will  be 
applied  to  commissioned  officers  of  Missouri  militia  not  in  active  service 
as  well  as  to  officers  and  soldiers  in  actual  service. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

C.  W.  MAESH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  102.  i Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  September  28,  1863. 

I.  The  following  order  from  the  Governor  of  Missouri  is  published  for 
general  information : 

Geni:ral  Orders,  / Headquarters  State  of  Missouri, 

No.  ‘24.  5 Samt  Louis,  September  26,  1863. 

The  militia  of  the  State,  whether  in  active  service  or  not,  are  hereby  placed  under 
the  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield  until  further  orders. 

By  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief : 

JOHN  B.  GRAY, 

Adjutant- General. 

II.  All  reports  and  returns  of  militia  not  in  active  service  will  be 
made,  as  heretofore,  to  the  adjutant-general  of  the  State;  and  all 
reports  and  returns  of  militia  in  active  service  will  be  made  to  the 
assistant  adjutant- general  at  these  headquarters,  through  the  proper 
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subordinate  commanders,  in  the  same  manuer  as  those  of  United  States 
troops. 

Militia  in  active  service  are  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  United 
States  troops,  so  far  as  regards  their  duties  and  subordinatiou  to  the 
district  or  subordinate  commanders  under  whom  they  may  be  serving; 
but  no  militia  officer  will  be  placed  under  command  of  a IJnited  States 
officer  of  a lower  grade. 

The  militia  not  in  active  service  are  positively  prohibited  from  exer- 
cising any  military  authority,  making  arrests,  or  doing  any  other  act 
which  troops  alone  may  lawfiilly  do. 

The  following  regiments  of  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  are  now  in  active 
service,  viz  : First  Provisional  Pegiment,  Col.  J.  B.  Douglass  command- 
ing; Second  Provisional  Eegiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  [William  B.] 
Harrison  commanding;  Third  Provisional  Begiment,  Col.  Bennett  Pike 
commanding;  Fourth  Provisional  Begiment,  Col.  J.  B.  Hale  command- 
ing; Fifth  Provisional  Begiment,  Col.  Henry  170111  commanding;  Sixth 
Provisional  Eegiment,  Col.  Henry  Sheppard  commanding;  Seventh  Pro- 
visional Begiment,  Col.  J.  D.  Allen  commanding;  Eighth  Provisional 
Begiment,  Col.  William  H.  McLane  commanding;  Binth  Provisional 
Begiment,  Col.  Thomas  L.  Crawford  commanding;  Twenty-sixth  En- 
rolled Begiment,  one  company,  Captain  [xMorgan]  Kelly  commanding. 

In  case  of  emergency,  which  will  not  admit  of  delay,  United  States 
district  commanders  are  authorized  to  call  into  active  service,  for  the 
time  being,  such  additional  forces  from  the  Enrolled  Militia  of  their  dis- 
tricts as  they  may  deem  necessary,  and  in  such  case  will  assign  compe- 
tent and  reliable  militia  or  other  officers  to  their  temporary  commands. 

Excei)t  in  the  case  mentioned  above,  no  additional  militia  will  be 
called  into  active  service  except  by  the  orders  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding. 

All  organizations  of  a military  character,  except  such  as  are  author- 
ized by  law  and  ordered  by  competent  authority,  are  strictly  prohibited. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

0.  W.  MARSH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


MEMORANDA. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  September  28,  1863. 
Generals  Banks,  Grant,  and  Steele  : 

The  rebel  Secretary  of  War  directs  General  Kirby  Smith  to  break  up 
all  plantations  within  8 or  10  miles  of  the  Mississippi  River  on  west 
side,  remove  the  negroes,  and  remove  or  destroy  the  cotton.  He  is  also 
directed  to  organize  batteries  of  artillery  to  operate  on  that  shore  and 
fire  upon  river  boats.  One  object  in  breaking  up  the  plantations  is  to^ 
prevent  our  receiving  any  information  of  rebel  movements. 

All  persons  iii  the  Trans-Mississippi  District  who  manifest  any  desire 
for  reconstruction  of  the  Union  are  to  be  severely  punished. 

Funds  are  to  be  sent  via  Havana  and  Matamoras,  and  thence  to 
Arkansas,  under  military  escort  furnished  by  General  Magruder.  A 
million  of  dollars  have  been  sent  to  Shreveport,  La.,  and  more  will  be 
forwarded  across  the  Mississippi  as  opportunities  may  occur. 

The  Postmaster-General  establishes  Shreveport  and  Camden  as  gen- 
eral mail  depots  west  of  the  Mississipiji,  to  and  from  which  points  the 
mails  are  to  be  sent  across  the  river  as  opportunities  occur. 
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There  are  extensive  powder-mills  at  Arkadelphia,  Ark.  Kiter  beds 
and  iron  mines  are  to  be  extensively  worked  in  Texas.  Mter  is  scarce, 
but  no  complaints  about  sulphur.  Iron  for  railroads  and  machinery 
scarce.  All  iron  and  iron  mines  and  works  to  be  hired,  purchased,  or 
impressed  for  the  Government.  Arms  scarce  in  Arkansas. 

It  is  said  that  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  has  been  favor- 
able to  the  rebel  cause  by  the  reaction  of  public  feeling  and  a determi- 
nation to  avenge  the  loss.  The  rebel  ranks  are  filling  up  much  more 
rapidly  than  before. 

The  foregoing  memoranda  are  taken  from  intercepted  official  rebel 
dispatches,  dated  from  August  1 to  18,  1863. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.^HALLECK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  September  29,  1863 — 4 p.  m. 

General  Egbert  Allen, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Six  hundred  wagons  will  be  immediately  sent  to  General  Banks  from 
Philadelphia.  Send  him  all  the  animals  you  can  spare  after  supplying 
General  Eosecrans.  Cannot  General  Grant  spare  some  from  his  com- 
mand till  you  can  give  him  more  ? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  September  29, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Fred.  Steele, 

Commanding  Arhansas  Expedition,  Little  BocJc,  Arh. : 

General  : I inclose  you  an  abstract  from  a letter  j ust  received  from 
General  Halleck,*  in  reply  to  the  one  of  which  I wrote  you  yesterday. 

I am  not  sufficiently  informed  of  Pricers  movements,  since  he  was 
driven  from  Little  Eock,  to  say  what  your  course  should  now  be.  If, 
hov^ever,  he  has  not  retreated  beyond  Eed  Eiver,  it  is  my  opinion  he 
should  be  forced  beyond  it,  if  you  are  strong  enough  for  the  purpose. 

If  the  Arkansas  Eiver  is  to  be  your  line  of  defense,  the  points  named 
by  General  Halleck,  and,  I think,*  some  point  about  midway  between 
Little  Eock  and  Fort  Smith,  should  be  occupied.  DevalPs  Bluff  will,  I 
presume,  be  the  point  on  White  Eiver.  A regiment  of  cavalry  at  Jack- 
son  port  would  also  be  of  great  benefit  to  that  portion  of  Arkansas,  and 
also  to  Missouri,  by  breaking  up  the  guerrillas.  A large  cavalry  force 
should  also  be  thrown  as  an  advance  post  toward  Arkadelphia. 

I give  these  views  merely  as  suggestions.  Please  give  me  your  views 
on  this  subject,  and  as  to  the  number  of  troops  that  will  be  required  at 
the  various  points  to  be  occupied. 

If  any  considerable  number  of  troops  can  be  raised  about  Little  Eock, 
it  will  probably  be  well  for  you  to  assign  a competent  officer  to  the  duty 
of  superintending  their  organization.  A volunteer  officer  may  be  se- 
lected as  mustering  officer,  if  you  have  no  regular  officer  available,  and 
his  name  forwarded  for  the  approval  of  the  appointment. 
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If  you  arc  able  to  occupy  Eed  Elver  as  a Hue  of*  defense,  I tliink  tlie 
points  to  be  occupied  in  Arkansas  will  be  about  tbe  same,  but  the  force 
required  much  less. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  September  29,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Departrnent  of  the  Missouri  : 

General  : I bad  tbe  honor  of  addressing  you,  under  date  of  22d  in- 
stant, with  a statement  of  tbe  condition  of  affairs  in  this  district,  and 
suggested  that,  if  practicable,  a post  should  be  established  at  Poca- 
hontas. I am  in  receipt  of  such  intelligence  from  Northern  Arkansas 
as  leads  me  to  renew  the  suggestion,  and  earnestly  recommend  the 
early  occupancy  by  troops  of  some  point  on  or  near  White  Eiver — 
either  Pocahontas,  Bates ville,  or  J acksonport.  There  is  a great  breadth 
of  country  between  this  point  and  the  Arkansas  and  White  Elvers  in 
which  there  is  no  Federal  post.  Hundreds  of  deserters  from  Price’s 
army  are  coming  back  into  this  region.  Eeves,  Crandall,  Freeman, 
Eeed,  and  Wood,  with  their  clans,  either  refused  to  accompany  Marma- 
duke  as  he  moved  southward  to  join  Price,  or  have  deserted  him  since, 
and  are  returning  to  resume  their  guerrilla  warfare  along  the  border, 
I believe  there  are  loyal  men  enough  in  that  region  to  rally  and  drive 
out  the  rascals,  if  they  could  be  encouraged  by  the  presence  of  Federal 
troops  at  one  of  the  before-mentioned  points,  and  at  the  same  time  it 
would  do  much  toward  giving  permanent  tranquillity  to  Southern  Mis- 
souri. One  regiment  of  cavalry  would  probably  be  suffieient.  Such 
force,  it  seems  to  me,  might  be  well  spared  from  Helena,  and,  under  the 
command  of  a discreet  and  efficient  officer,  would  do  much  to  convince 
the  people  of  the  earnestness  of  the  Government  in  the  redemption  of 
Northern  Arkansas  from  the  thraldom  of  rebels. 

1 have  now  two  strong  detachments  of  cavalry  on  missions  of  bush- 
whacking extermination  in  Oregon,  Eii)ley,  Wayne,  and  Butler  Coun- 
ties. They  will  remain  along  the  border  for  twenty  days,  unless  the 
enemy  become  too  strong  for  them. 

1 am,  general,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

• Brigadier-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  103.  • 1 Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  September  29,  1863. 

Col.  J.  Y.  Du  Bois,  additional  aide-de-camp,  is  assigned  to  duty  as 
chief  of  cavalry  on  the  staff  of  the  major-general  commanding. 

The  commander  of  each  corps,  division,  or  detached  brigade  in  the 
held,  and  each  district  commander,  will  select,  subject  to  the  ai)proval 
of  the  commander  of  the  department,  a competent  cavalry  officer  to  act 
as  chief  of  cavalry  on  his  staff*. 

The  names  of  the  officers  selected  will  be  forwarded  without  delay 
to  department  headquarters,  for  the  apiiroval  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral. 

The  chiefs  of  cavalry  will  report  by  letter  to  Colonel  Du  Bois  for  in- 
structions, which  will  be  their  guide  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 


Chap.  XXXIV.  1 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


581 


Capt.  George  W.  Schofield,  Compauy  A,  First  Missouri  Artillery,  is 
announced  as  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  the  major-general  command- 

Maj.  O.  D.  Greene,  assistant  adjutant- general,  U.  S.  Army,  having 
reported  to  these  headquarters,  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No. 
382,  War  Department,  Adjutant-Generars  Olfice,  dated  August  26, 1803, 
is  assigned  to  duty  as  assistant  adjutant-general  in  charge  of  the  adju- 
taut-generaRs  office  at  department  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : • 

C.  W.  MARSH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSj  September  30,  1863. 

Major-General  H allege:, 

General-in-Chief,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  : I have  received  your  letter  of  September  26,  inclosing 
the  President’s  approval  of  my  General  Orders,  No.  96.  I shall  follow 
your  advice  relative  to  its  execution.  I have  not  yet  applied  it  in  any 
case  to  the  newspaper  press,  and  may  not  be  compelled  to  do  it  at  all. 
The  dismissal  of  several  militia  officers  and  arrest  of  other  persons  en- 
gaged in  riotous  proceedings  has  produced  a wholesome  effect.  I hope 
to  get  along  without  further  serious  trouble. 

I inclose  you  a copy  of  the  Leavenworth  Conservative  of  September 
24,  for  the  purpose  of  asking  your  opinion  whether  it  is  a x)roper  sub- 
ject for  the  application  of  martial  law.  It  is  so  filled  with  low  x)ersonal 
abuse  that  I do  not  feel  confidence  in  my  own  judgment  of  what  my 
duty  is  in  connection  with  it.  I am  willing  to  submit  to  anything  which 
duty  may  require,  and  believe  I am  as  indifferent  to  such  attacks  as 
any  man  with  proper  sensibilities  can  be  j but  I cannot  convince  my- 
self that  a tame  submission  to  such  personal  abuse  and  contempt  of  my 
authority,  and  that  of  the  President,  can  be  consistent  with  my  duty 
to  myself  or  to  the  Government.  How  is  any  officer  in  command  to 
maintain  either  his  self-resiiect  or  the  resi)ect  of  others  if  he  tolerates 
such  open  eontempt  of  his  authority  ? Such  things  have  not  been  toler- 
ated in  this  department  under  any  previous  commander,  nor  do  I be- 
lieve they  ought  to  be  now,  but  I am  willing  to  act  in  accordance  with 
your  advice  in  the  matter.  I do  not  ask  it  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
myself  from  responsibility,  but  simply  to  avoid  error.  I am  quite  will- 
ing to  be  held  resfjonsible  for  the  consequences  of  whatever  I may  do  or 
recommend  to  be  done. 

I feel  compelled  to  say  that  I believe  you  are  not  altogether  right  in 
your  information  about  the  factions  in  Missouri.  If  the  so-called  “ clay- 
bank”  factions  afe  not  altogether  friendly  to  the  President  and  admin- 
istration, I have  not  been  able  to  discover  it.  The  men  who  now  sus- 
tain me  are  the  same  who  rallied  round  Lyon  and  sustained  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  dark  days  of  1861,  while  the  leaders  of  the  i)reseiit 
“ charcoal  ” faction  stood  back  until  the  danger  was  past. 

I bf^lieve  I have  carried  out  my  instructions  as  literally  as  possible, 
yet  I have  received  a reasonable  support  from  one  faction  and  the  most 
violent  opposition  from  the  other.  1 am  willing  to  pledge  my  official 
position  that  those  who  support  me  now  will  support  me  in  the  execu- 
tion of  any  policy  the  President  may  order.  They  are  the  real  friends 
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of  the  Government.  It  is  imiiossible  for  me  to  be  blind  to  this  fact,  not- 
withstanding the  existence  to  some  extent  of  the  factional  feeling  to 
which  you  allude. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.*] 


Ninety-six.  That  is  very  different  from  ^76.  Seventy-six  was  in  the 
interest  of  freedom.  Ninety-six  is  given  below.  It  came  by  telegraph 
yesterday.  It  is  Schofield’s  last  blow  at  the  Eepublicans  of  Missouri 
and  Kansas.  Quantrill,  with  the  blood  of  227  Kansas  loyalists  reeking 
from  his  fingers,  will  give  a hideous  and  joyous  shriek  as  he  reads  this 
order : 


Orders,  ? Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  96.  5 Saint  Louis,  September  17. 

The  proclamation  of  the  President,  dated  Washington,  September  15,  suspending 
the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  the  cases  of  persons  belonging  to  the 
land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  and  other  persons  therein  described,  will 
be  held  to  apply  to  all  Missouri  militia  called  into  service  under  the  orders  of  the  de- 
partment commander. 

Hereafter  martial  law  will  be  rigidly  enforced  throughout  this  department  against 
all  persons  who  may  in  any  manner  encourage  mutiny,  insubordination,  or  disloyal 
conduct,  and  endeavor  to  create  dissatisfaction  among  the  troops,  and  against  all 
Iversons  who  shall  publish,  or  utter  publicly,  words  calculated  to  incite  insurrection 
or  lawless  acts  among  the  people,  or  who  shall  publish  falsehoods  or  misrepresenta- 
tions of  facts  calculated  to  embarrass  or  weaken  the  military  authorities,  or  in  any 
manner  to  interfere  with  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Any  person  guilty  of  the  offenses  above  mentioned  shall  be  punished  by  fine  and 
imprisonment,  at  the  discretion  of  the  military  commission;  and  any  newspaper 
winch  shall  contain  publications  in  violation  of  this  order  will  be  suppressed. 

Special  mention  is  called  to  paragraph  220  of  the  Revised  Army  Regulations,  which 
will  hereafter  be  strictly  enforced. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

That  order  is  aimed  at  Union  men,  and  not  at  rebels ; it  is  aimed  at 
Union  men,  and  not  at  bushwhackers  j at  the  Saint  Louis  Democrat,  and 
not  at  the  Saint  Louis  Eepublican.  And  that  is  just  the  trouble  with 
Schofield.  However  good  his  intentions,  his  acts  always  help  the  other 
side. 

This  matter  is  a very  serious  one.  Not  that  Schofield  is  of  any  im- 
portance, but  the  tone,  tendency,  and  spirit  of  the  administration  at 
Washington  is  all-imiiortant.  Schofield  is  the  agent  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief,  the  author  of  the  proclamation  of  emancipation — the 
President  who  revoked  Burnside’s  order  suppressing  the  rebel  Chicago 
Times.  It  is  a very  grave  matter  if  Schofield  is  sustained  in  suppress- 
ing loyal  papers,  and  Burnside  is  overruled  in  suppressing  the  organs 
of  Jeff.  Davis. 

Order  96  is  an  edict  to  fine  and  imprison  men  and  newspapers  who 
“ weaken  or  embarrass  the  military  authorities,”  and  the  great  military 
authority  of  this  department  is  J.  M.  Schofield.  Quantrill  is  not 
touched.  Nobody  will  be  interfered  with  but  Eepublicans,  loyalists, 
Union  men.  We  want  every  man  arrested,  and  every  newspaper  stopped, 
that  works  against  the  Union  cause.  Let  everything  in  the  way  of  loy- 
alty be  removed.  Treat  radicals  no  more  leniently  than  you  do  Chicago 
Times  rebels.  Put  out  of  the  way  all  men  opposed  to  the  subjugation 
of  Jeff.  Davis  and  Quantrill,  even  the  major-generals.  The  freedom  of 
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the  country  is  more  important  than  the  freedom  of  the  press.  If  the 
Union  is  lost,  men  and  papers  will  go  with  it.  This  ought  to  be  the 
key-note  of  the  national  policy,  but  it  is  not.  The  New  York  World 
and  Chicago  Times  are  still  published. 

The  President  allows  Copperheads  to  condemn  him.  Schofield  threat- 
ens to  fine  and  imprison  the  loyal  men  who  object  to  his  weak  and  inef- 
ficient policy.  Schofield  is  an  inefi&cient  commander.  We  say  of  him 
what  the  New  York  Herald  said  of  Fremont  and  Sigel,  and  was  not  sup- 
pressed for  so  doing.  His  orders  to  Blunt  have  proved  to  the  country 
the  fatal  effect  of  his  military  commands.  Blunt  was  too  wise  a general 
to  obey  Schofield’s  orders ; therefore  he  has  succeeded.  The  retreating 
policy  was  not  pursued,  and  because  it  was  not,  Western  Arkansas  and 
the  Indian  country  are  now  in  our  possession.  Had  the  desire  of  Gen- 
eral Schofield  been  followed,  we  should  not  have  taken  possession  of 
Western  Arkansas  in  1862,  or  of  Fort  Smith  in  1863.  In  the  same  year 
of  1863,  and  under  Schofield  as  commander,  we  have  suffered  this  bar- 
barous Lawrence  massacre.  In  other  words,  the  incompetency  and 
imbecility  of  Schofield  are  so  deplorable  as  to  need  no  discussion.  His 
whole  rule  has  been  a failure.  He  tries  now  to  stop  discussion  of  his 
course  by  despotic  orders.  He  attempts  to  maintain  his  position  by 
tyrannically  shutting  the  mouth  of  every  man  opposed  to  him.  Who 
is  this  Schofield,  that  he  cannot  be  talked  about  ? Is  he  more  loyal 
and  true  than  we  are  Has  he  done  more  for  his  country  ? He  may 
be  a lunatic,  but  his  order  prevents  us  from  asking  a question  in  re- 
gard to  the  matter.  If  he  was  a rebel,  we  should  have  no  remedy 
against  Star  Chamber  order.  But  he  will  not  stop  free  thought  or  free 
speech.  When  he  does  it  in  his  own  department,  it  will  break  out  else- 
where. You  can  bind  the  sweet  influences  of  the  Pleiades,  but  you 
cannot  bind  free  thought.  It  cannot  be  done  by  Schofield  or  Quantrill. 
The  free  people  of  Kansas  will  not  be  restrained  or  repressed  by  any 
tyrannical  edicts  of  any  commander,  no  matter  how  high  his  station  or 
how  mean  his  principles. 

We  have  said,  and  we  still  say,  that  Schofield  is  the  worst  major-gen- 
eral in  command ; worst  for  Union  men,  best  for  rebels.  He  is  not  fit 
for  the  position.  Silencing  edicts  will  not  help  him.  Despotic  orders 
will  not  help  him.  Arbitrary  arrests  will  not  help  him.  He  must  be 
removed. 

[Inclosare  No.  2.] 

SCHOFIELD’S  LAST  ORUNT.* 

General  Schofield  has  just  issued  an  order  declaring  that  martial  law 
will  be  enforced  against  all  persons  who  shall  utter  or  publish  any  facts 
or  misrepresentation  of  facts  calculated  to  create  insubordination  or 
distrust  among  the  soldiers  or  people,  or  weaken  the  military  author- 
ity.* Persons  found  guilty  are  to  be  fined  and  imprisoned,  and  news- 
papers offending  are  to  be  suppressed.  Is  this  aimed  at  Copperheads 
and  rebels  who,  while  enjoying  protection  from  the  military,  are  engaged 
in  plotting  and  executing  treason,  robbery,  and  butchery?  “Nary!’’  It  is 
a warning  to  Jacobins  and  Eadicals,  and,  translated  into  English,  means 
that  any  person  or  newspaper  that  has  the  hardihood  to  oppose  Scho- 
field, Gamble  & Go.  will  have  the  “ clamps  put  to  them  ” for  it.  As  Kansas 
is  in  Schofield’s  department,  we  cusses  out  here,  who  hav^e  been  used  to 
talking  pretty  much  as  we  pleased,  will  have  to  “down  breaks”  or  be 
fined,  imprisoned,  and  suppressed.  We  wonder  if  the  “ great  rejected” 
supposes  he  can  deter  an  independent  people  from  saying  just  what  they 
think  of  him,  and  holding  up  his  acts  in  their  true  light  before  the  public. 


From  the  White  Cloud  Chief. 
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The  same  dispatch  that  informs  us  of  Schofield’s  order  says  the  Mis- 
souri and  Kansas  committees  to  demand  his  removal  are  anxiously  ex- 
pected in  AYashington,  and  speaks  hopefully  of  his  removal,  and  of  the 
appointment  of  General  Butler  in  his  place.  It  will  hardly  be  that  the 
President  will  disregard  the  voice  of  the  people  of  these  two  States, 
by  retaining  in  command  an  officer  whose  nomination  to  a major-gen- 
eralship the  Senate  rejected. 

Schofield  is  anxious  to  die  hard,  and  to  make  a big  stink  as  he  goes. 
There  is  danger  that  he  may  kick  his  own  entrails  out. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  3.*] 

The  alarm  among  the  Saint  Louis  Copperheads  has  not  entirely  sub- 
sided yet.  Why  don’t  you  raise  a subscription  for  your  poor  refugees,” 
who  have  been  scared  out  of  the  border,  and  almost  out  of  their  wits, 
by  the  Paola  meeting  ? They  need  aid,  and  just  such  papers  as  the  Ee- 
publican  and  just  such  men  as  Schofield  ought  to  head  the  list.  Their 
names  would  shed  a “halo  of  glory”  over  a list  of  subscriptions  for  the 
relief  of  rebels.  Besides,  these  “poor”  men  have  all  got  votes. 

A NAME. 

ft 

The  Saint  Louis  Eepublican  calls  the  bushwhackers  the  “border  citi- 
zens of  Missouri;”  so  does  Schofield.  The  Saint  Louis  Eepublican  is 
a Copperhead ; so  is  schofield.  That  paper  is  getting  unpopular  be- 
cause it  ivS  in  favor  of  rebels;  so  is  schofield.  Quantrill  is  a rascal; 
so  is  schofield. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  September  30,  1863. 

(Eeceived  September  30 — 9.15  p.  m.) 

President  Lincoln: 

Dispatch  from  Leavenworth  published  to-day  about  my  arming  rebels 
is  utterly  false,  and  is  intended  to  prejudice  your  action.  Truth  by  mail. 

H.  E.  GAMBLE, 

Governor  of  Missouri. 


Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  September  30,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Tlie  expedition  sent  to  Osceola  has  returned,  having  scouted  thor- 
oughly 40  miles  below  that  point.  No  regularly  organized  rebel  force 
was  found.  A Confederate  captain,  who  had  called  together  a band 
of  guerrillas  to  resist  our  force,  was,  with  his  lieutenant  and  11  men, 
killed ; 30  prisoners  were  captured  and  turned  over  at  New  Madrid ; 
among  them  are  several  rebel  officers. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK,  . 
Brigadier-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  September  30,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing  : 

Ascertain  and  inform  me  as  soon  as  possible  whether  there  is  any 
truth  in  the  rei)ort  that  Colonel  [James  H.]  Moss  is  driving  Union  men 
from  Platte  and  Clay  Counties.  It  is  very  important  for  me  to  know 
the  truth  at  once. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


From  tlie  WeeLly  Coiiserv.a.tivo. 


Chap.  XXXIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


585 


Abstract  from  return  of  tbe  Department  of  the  Missoni  i,  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  U.  S, 
Army,  commanding,  for  September,  1863;  headquarters  Saint  Lonis,  Mo. 


Command. 


I 


Department  staff 

District  of  Saint  Louis,  Brig.  Gen.  William  K.  Strong 

District  of  Eolla,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies. 

District  of  Southeastern  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B. 
Bisk. 

Cavalry  Division* 

District  of  Central  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  B.  Brown. 
District  of  Southwestern  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  McXeil. 

District  of  Northern  Missouri,  Col.  Odon  Guitar. 

District  of  the  Border,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 

District  of  the  Frontier,  Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt 

District  of  Nebraska,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  McKean 

'District  of  Colorado,  Col.  John  M.  Chivington 

Post  of  Alton,  111.,  Col.  George  W.  Kincaid 

Post  of  New  Madrid,  Mo.,  Col.  Chester  Harding,  jr 

Total 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Army  of  Arkansas,  Maj.  Gen.  Frederick  Steele  commanding, 
for  September,  1863  ; headquarters  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


Command. 


First  Cavalry  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Davidson. 
Second  Infantry  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  Nathan  Kimball. 
Third  Infantry  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  A.  Kice  . . 

Cavalry  Brigade,  Col.  Powell  Clayton 

Artillery,  Capt.  Mortimer  M.  Hayden  

Cavalry  escort,  Lieut.  J.  K.  McLean 

Total 
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2 

63 

88 
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43 
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Executive  Mansion, 

Washington^  D.  C.,  October  1,  1863.  (Eeceived  October  19.t) 
General  John  M.  Schofield: 

There  is  no  organized  military  force  in  avowed  opposition  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  now  in  Missouri,  and  if  any  such  should  reappear, 
your  duty  in  regard  to  it  will  be  too  plain  to  require  any  special  instruc- 
tions. Still,  the  condition  of  things  both  there  and  elsewhere  is  such  as 
to  render  it  indispensable  to  maintain  for  a time  the  United  States  mil- 
itary establishment  in  that  State,  as  well  as  to  rely  upon  it  for  a fair 
contribution  of  support  to  that  establishment  generally.  Your  imme- 
diate duty  in  regard  to  Missouri  now  is  to  advance  the  efficiency  of 
that  establishment,  and  to  so  use  it,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  compel  the 

* But  sea  this  division  as  re])orted  below  in  the  Army  of  Arkansas, 
t See  Schofield  to  Sanborn,  October  10,  p.  666. 
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excited  people  tliere  to  leave  one  another  alone.  Under  your  recent 
orders,  which  1 have  ax^proved,  you  will  arrest  only  individuals  and 
sui)])ress  assemblies  or  newspapers  when  they  may  be  working  palpa- 
ble injury  to  the  military  in  your  charge,  and  in  no  other  case  will  you 
iuterfere  with  the  expression  of  opinion  in  any  form  or  allow  it  to  be 
interfered  with  violently  by  others.  In  this  you  have  a discretion  to 
exercise,  with  great  caution,  calmness,  and  forbearance.  With  the 
matters  of  removing  the  inhabitants  of  certain  counties  en  masse,  and  of 
removing  certain  individuals  from  time  to  time,  who  are  supxiosed  to  be 
•mischievous,  I am  not  now  interfering,  but  am  leaving  to  your  own  dis- 
cretion. NTor  am  I interfering  with  what  may  still  seem  to  you  to  be 
necessary  restriction  upon  trade  and  intercourse.  I think  proper,  how- 
ever, to  enjoin  ux^on  you  the  following  : Allow  no  part  of  the  military 
under  your  command  to  be  engaged  in  either  returning  fugitive  slaves 
or  in  forcing  or  enticing  slaves  from  their  homes,  and,  so  far  as  practi- 
cable, enforce  the  same  forbearance  upon  the  people. 

Eex^ort  to  me  your  opinion  upon  the  availability  for  good  of  the  En- 
rolled Militia  of  the  State. 

Allow  no  one  to  enlist  colored  troops  except  upon  orders  from  you 
or  from  here,  through  you. 

Allow  no  one  to  assume  the  functions  of  confiscating  property  under 
the  law  of  Congress,  or  otherwise,  except  upon  orders  from  here. 

At  elections  see  that  those,  and  only  those,  are  allowed  to  vote  who 
are  entitled  to  do  so  by  the  laws  of  Missouri,  including,  as  of  those  laws, 
the  restriction  laid  by  the  Missouri  Convention  upon  those  who  may 
have  participated  in  the  rebellion. 

So  far  as  practicable,  you  will,  by  means  of  your  military  force,  expel 
guerrillas,  marauders,  and  murderers,  and  all  who  are  known  to  harbor, 
aid,  or  abet  them.  But  in  like  manner  you  will  repress  assumptions  of 
unauthorized  individuals  to  perform  the  same  service  because,  under 
X)retenseof  doing  this,  they  become  marauders  and  murderers  themselves. 

To  now  restore  peace,  let  the  military  obey  orders,  and  those  not  of 
the  military  leave  each  other  alone,  thus  not  breaking  the  peace  them- 
selves. 

In  giving  the  above  directions,  it  is  not  intended  to  restrain  you  in 
“other  expedient  and  necessary  matters  not  falling  within  this  range. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


A.  LINCOLN. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  1, 1863 — 3 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief : 

I am  compelled  to  relieve  Major-General  Blunt  from  his  command.  I 
would  send  Brigadier- General  McNeil  to  take  his  place,  but  have  no 
competent  officer  to  relieve  General  McNeil.  Can  you  send  me  an  effi- 
cient officer  to  command  either  of  these  districts? 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General, 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  October  1, 1863. 
Capt.  L.  I).  Joy,  Leavemcortli  City: 

Ascertain  and  telegraph  me  as  to  the  truth  of  the  rexiort  as  to  the 
Union  men  l)eing  driven  from  Platte  County.  Send  reliable  men  to 
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Weston,  and  Platte  City,  and  Farley — men  who  will  ascertain  the  hicts 
correctly.  Answer  by  telegraph  what  you  can  ascertain  this  afternoon, 
and  send  reports  brought  from  over  the  river  by  telegraph  or  special 
messenger  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  of  great  concern  for  me  to  know 
the  exact  truth  quickly. 

THOMAS  EWmO,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  October  1, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Captain  Joy  telegraphs  from  Leavenworth,  saying : 

It  is  true  that  Union  men  have  been  driven  ont  of  Platte  County  by  Moss’  men, 
and  dare  not  go  back.  Captain  Fitzgerald’s  company  has  been  disbanded,  and  their 
arms  given  to  returned  rebels.  The  true  Union  men  have  left,  or  were  leaving,  so 
there  are  none  at  Platte  City  or  Farley  to  send  to.  Evidence  is  being  taken  here  all 
the  time,  which  I will  send  each  day. 

L.  D.  JOY. 

I think  Captain  Joy  has  got  an  exaggerated  statement,  but  suspect 
there  is  considerable  foundation  for  the  complaints.  I will  have  to- 
morrow reliable  information  from  all  the  points  mentioned  in  last  dis- 
patch. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  October  1,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Colonel  Moss  has  in  his  regiment  a large  proportion  of  present  or 
quondam  rebels,  including  some  once  in  rebel  army.  Some  of  the  Union 
League  at  Farley  hung  two  rebels,  or  rebel  sympathizers.  A few  days 
ago  anonymous  letters  were  served  on  four  or  five  of  the  Union  League 
to  quit  the  county  next  night,  which  means  were  attributed  to  Colonel 
Moss,  his  officers,  or  men.  They  left  for  Leavenworth,  one  of  them 
alleging  that  he  was  pursued  by  the  militia,  causing  considerable  excite- 
ment in  Leavenworth.  A meeting  was  held  last  night,  addressed  by 
Price,  Burnes,  and.  Clough,  at  which  the  circumstances  were  detailed 
and  colored  highly.  I telegraphed  statement  to  General  Guitar.  I have 
ordered  Captain  Joy  to  prevent  armed  rebels  crossing  from  Leaven- 
worth, and  have  since  ordered  him  to  send  intelligent  men  to  Weston, 
Platte  City,  and  Farley  to  ascertain  the  true  state  of  things.  I have 
sent  (6  f).  m.)  parties  to  Parkville  and  Liberty.  Before  noon  to  morrow 
I can  telegraph  you  an  accurate  and  reliable  statement. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


Macon,  Mo.,  October  1,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

I have  advices  from  Saint  Joseph  up  to  last  night,  and  no  word  in 
relation  to  the  report  mentioned  in  your  dispatch.  I have  no  hesitation 
in  pronouncing  the  whole  thing  an  infamous  falsehood,  gotten  up  to  aid 
the  radical  delegation  at  Washington  in  tlieir  revolutionary  scheme. 

O.  GUITAR, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


588 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 


Saint  Joseph,  Mo.,  October  1,  18G3. 

Major-Geueral  Schofield  : 

The  telegraphic  dispatch  iu  the  Eepublican  of  the  30th,  from  Leav- 
enworth, stating  that  the  “Moss  men^^  are  driving  Union  men  out  of 
Missouri,  &c.,  is  totally  and  maliciously  false. 

JNO.  F.  WILLIAMS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters,  ■ 

Fayetteville,  Arlc.,  October  1,  1863 — 1.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

I have  just  received  advices  that  the  force  said  to  he  Shelby’s,  of 
which  I telegraphed  General  McNeil  yesterday,  camped  last  night  near 
Huntsville.  Women  who  are  loyal  say  they  counted  1,260  as  they 
passed ; that  they  marched  four  deep ; that  about  900  were  armed,  and  that 
they  had  three  pieces  of  artillery,  one  supposed  to  be  a 12-pounder,  the 
others  smaller ; that  two  guns  were  brass  and  one  iron.  They  took  the 
road  toward  Bentonville  this  morning,  and  reported  themselves  goiug 
into  Missouri ; that  they  were  to  be*  joined  by  1,200  more  on  the  way ; 
that  Cabell  and  others  were  crossing  -their  men  to  the  north  side  of 
the  Arkansas  Kiver  iu  small  squads  near  Eoseville  and  Ozark.  I had 
expected  an  attack  here,  but  think  now  they  intend  to  cut  me  off  and 
attack  Cassville.  Look  out  for  them.  The  women  report  a large  number 
of  them  in  Federal  uniform. 

M.  LA  EUE  HAEEISON, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  268.  i Saint  Louis,  October  1,  1863. 

IX.  The  Eighth  Provisional  Eegiment  of  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia 
will  be  assembled  at  Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  turn  over  their  arms  and  other 
public  iiroperty  to  the  iiroper  officers,  be  paid  off*,  and  mustered  out  of 
service,  without  unnecessary  delay. 

#*#**#* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  A djutant-  Genera  1. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  October  2,  1863—9  a.  ra. 
Major-General  Schofield: 

I have  just  seen  your  dispatch  to  Ilalleck  about  Major-General  Blunt. 
If  possible,  you  better  allow  me  to  get  through  with  a certain  matter 
here  before  adding  to  the  difficulties  of  it.  Meantime  supply  me  the 
particulars  of  Major-General  Blunt’s  case. 


A.  LINCOLN. 
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Saint  Lours,  Mo., 
October  1 f2J,  1803 — 1 p.  m. 

His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States : 

1 will  send  the  papers  in  General  Blunt’s  case,  and  defer  action  until 
I know  your  pleasure  regarding  it.  I desire,  if  possible,  to  diminish 
and  not  to  increase  your  difficulty.  This  was  one  reason  why  I informed 
General  Halleck  what  I thought  it  necessary  to  do. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  2,  1803. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

Is  it  not  possible  to  send  me  a regiment  of  Kentucky  [regular 
cavalry,  to  occupy  the  Kansas  border  % I can  spare  two  good  volunteer 
regiments  in  its  place. 

J.  M.  S(3HOFIELD, 

Major-  Ge7ieral. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  October  2,  1803. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis  : 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Sanborn  has  been  ordered  from  Vicksburg  to  report 
to  you  for  duty. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in- Chief. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  October  2,  1803. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Officer  sent  to  Parkville  returned  j says  a company  of  Moss’  men. 
under  Capron,  were  there.  . One-third  of  them  a year  or  two  ago  were  in 
the  rebel  army ; three-fourths  under  bonds.  Capron  and  first  lieutenant 
have  character  for  loyalty.  Three  Union  men  have  left  Parkville 
through  fear,  and  two  talking  of  leaving;  reports  there  of  one  Union 
man  being  driven  oft  a few  days  ago  by  them.  No  great  alarm  there, 
but  uneasiness  and  anger  at  arming  rebels.  This  is  reliable.  Nothing 
yet  from  other  points. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr.,  • 

Brigadier- General. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  October  2,  1803. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

When  will  four  remaining  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Missouri  reach 
here!  The  Kansas  militia  cannot  be  got  and  kept  together,  so  as  to 
relieve  any  volunteers  from  garrison  towns  in  Kansas.  Witli  the  large 
escort  gone  to  New  Mexico,  1 cannot  well  spare  the  five  companies  of 
the  Fourth  Missouri  until  they  ean  be  relieved  by  the  remaining  com- 
panies of  the  Eleventh.  What  shall  Ido!  1 tliink,  as  the  guerrilla 
warfare  will  be  active  for  about  a month  and  then  subside,  it  will  be 
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well  for  the  companies  of  the  Eleventh  to  remain  with  General  Brown 
until  next  month.  The  companies  of  the  Fourth  with  me  are  widely 
scattered. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Northern  Missouri, 

Macon,  Mo.,  October  2,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Your  last  two  dispatches  were  not  received  until  this  morning.  I in- 
terrogated Colonel  [John  F.]  Williams  especially  in  regard  to  reports  con- 
cerning Moss.  He  advised  me  that  they  are  wholly  without  foundation. 
I have  the  same  advice  from  other  sources.  I can  assure  you,  general, 
that  there  is  no  shadow  of  truth  in  these  reports,  no  matter  what  all  Kan- 
sas may  say  on  the  subject.  This  is  but  part  of  the  preconcerted  scheme 
to  carry  the  day  at  Washington.  The  lie  told,  of  course  will  be  persisted 
in.  If  Lane,  Jennison,  Eay,  and  company  are  to  determine  who  are  loyal 
men  in  Missouri,  you  and  I,  of  course,  would  be  driven  from  the  ranks. 
It  strikes  me  this  is  a strange  censorship  the  people  of  Kansas  propose 
to  exercise  over  Missouri ; especially  so  when  it  is  done  under  the  leader- 
ship and  advioe  of  Jim  Burues,  who  has  been  a consistent  and  unfal- 
tering rebel,  with  the  oath  of  loyalty  undigested  in  his  craw,  up  to  six 
weeks  since,  and  Price,  whom  I know  received  several  thousand  dollars 
in  the  way  of  bribes  for  releasing  rebel  prisoners  while  in  command  at 
Weston.  ' 

I received  a dispatch  from  General  Ewing  last  evening.  He  expresses 
no  confidence  in  the  reports,  but  says  that  these  scoundrels,  Burnes  and 
Price,  made  speeches  in  Leavenworth  the  night  before,  counseling  the 
Kansas  people  that  it  might  become  necessary  to  invade  Missouri.  The 
same  men,  I understand,  actually  invaded  Kansas  in  1856  from  Missouri. 

My  ofi^cers  are  most  of  them  out.  My  adjutant  is  absent,  but  he  will 
be  up  to-day.  I will  go  up  to-morrow,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that 
no  rebel  has  or  will  be  armed,  and  no  law-abiding,  peaceable  citizen  will 
be  driven  out ; but  men  who  burn  houses  over  the  heads  of  helpless 
women  and  children  and  outrage  the  persons  of  innocent  and  unprotected 
girls  will  be  exterminated,  if  found,  though  they  die  shouting  for  the 
Union. 

O.  GUITAB, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Northern  Missouri, 

Macon,  Mo.,  October  2,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  Jr., 

Kansas  City,  Mo. : 

The  statement  that  Colonel  Moss  is  arming  rebels  and  driving  out 
Union  men  from  Missouri  is  a base  and  damnable  fabrication,  concocted 
in  aid  of  the  designs  of  the  conspirators  in  Missouri  and  Kansas.  Can  it 
be  possible  that  the  truly  loyal  and  patriotic  men  of  Kansas  will  take 
counsel  at  the  hands  of  such  men  as  Burnes  and  Price  % The  former  an 
original  and  oath-bound  traitor  j the  latter  having  been  charged  while  in 
command  at  Weston  with  releasing  rebels  from  prison  for  bribes,  and  at 
least  one  of  whom,  I understand,  invaded  Kansas  from  Missouri  in  1856. 
Can  it  be  jiossible  that  the  peace  and  good  neighborhood  of  these  two 
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great  States  is  to  be  made  dependent  upon  the  evil  machinations  of  such 
men  as  Lane  and  Jennison,  Burnes  and  Price?  God  forbid  it.  You  can 
assure  the  truly  patriotic  and  loyal  men  of  Kansas  that  no  wrong  shall 
come  to  them  from  Northern  Missouri,  and  that  no  armed  rebel  or  out- 
law shall  be  permitted  to  pollute  her  soil  by  his  tread  if  the  loyal  men 
of  Northern  Missouri  can  prevent  it,  which  I know  they  can  and  will. 
You  can  equally  admonish  the  people  of  Kansas  that  Burnes,  Price,  An- 
thony, and  Jennison  will  not  be  permitted  to  determine  the  question 
who  is  and  who  is  not  loyal  in  Northern  Missouri.  Such  a censorship 
will  not  be  admitted  or  tolerated  for  a moment.  I shall  look  to  it  scru- 
pulously that  no  cause  of  grievance  shall  arise  upon  the  border,  and,  if 
necessary,  will  do  so  in  person.  You  are  at  liberty  to  use  this  di.spatch 
as  you  may  deem  proper. 

O.  GUITAE, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


Lexington,  Mo.,  October  2, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Troops  under  command  of  Colonel  Weer  and  Major  Plumb  are  in  the 
western  portion  of  this  district  robbing  the  country.  Will  you  please 
order  General  Ewing  to  .have  them  immediately  withdrawn,  and  pro- 
hibited from  entering  it  in  future  ? 

E.  B.  BROWN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Lexington,  Mo.,  October  2, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Cannot  spare  any  troops  at  present.  Guerrillas  plenty,  and  keep  all 
our  force  moving  to  keep  them  quiet.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Crittenden  is 
ordered  to  furnish  you  facts  relative  to  shooting  Dr.  Zimmerman. 

E.  B.  BROWN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  2,  1863. 

The  Peesident: 

I find,  upon  full  inquiry,  that  the  report  from  Leavenworth,  to  the 
effect  that  Union  families  have  been  driven  out  of  Missouri,  is  a gross 
misrepresentation  and  exaggeration.  A few  men  who  claim  to  be  loyal, 
but  who  have  been  engaged  in  murder,  robbery,  and  arson,  have  been 
driven  out.  Their  leader  is  Joseph  Barnes  [Jim  Burnes?],  whom  you 
pardoned  at  the  request  of  Governor  G^ble,  and  who  is  now  trying 
to  overthrow  the  State  government.  This  Barnes  [Burnes  ?]  and  others 
of  like  character  manufactured  the  excitement  in  Leavenworth  and  the 
false  report  sent  to  you.  It  is  a base  attempt  of  my  enemies  to  influ- 
ence your  action. 

• J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  2,  1863. 

Major-General  Steele, 

Little  Bocli,  via  Cairo  : 

The  rebels  are  crossing  the  Arkansas  River  in  some  force  between 
Little  Rock  and  Fort  Smith,  and  coming  north ; 1,200  passed  Hunts- 
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ville  this  moruiiig.  Can  you  send  some  cavalry 'up  the  Arkansas  Val- 
ley, to  intercept  them  as  they  are  driven  back,  and  prevent  others  from 
crossing  ? 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield^  3Io.,  October  2,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Holland, 

Comdg,  Enrolled  Mo.  Militia,,  Fourth  Mil.  Elst.j  Springfield^  Mo.  : 

Sir  : The  colonel  commanding  directs  that  you  order  all  the  Enrolled 
Militia  stationed  at  Marshfield,  Ozark,  and  Galena  to  march,  with  all 
their  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  to  Oassville,  by  the  way  of  John  J. 
Smith’s,  on  the  Springfield  and  Cassville  road.  These  troops  must 
move  without  delay,  as  a large  force  of  the  enemy  is  threatening  Oass- 
ville. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  G.  LAUBANT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield,,  Mo.,,  October  2,  1803. 

Brigadier-General  Holland, 

Comdg.  Enrolled  Mo.  Militia,,  Fourth  Mil.  Fist.,  Springfield,,  Mo. : 

Sir  : The  colonel  commanding  directs  that  you  order  the  Enrolled 
Militia  at  Greenfield,  Bolivar,  and  Buffalo  to  march  to  this  jdace  with- 
out delay,  taking  their  camp  and  garrison  equipage.  The  orders  for 
the  movements  of  these  troops  must  be  sent  as  soon  as  practicable,  by 
special  messenger. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[0.  G.  LAUBANT,] 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  October  2,  1863. 

Ma.j.  A.  A.  King,  Jr., 

Commanding  in  the  Field : 


Sir  : I am  instructed  by  the  district  commander  to  inform  you  that 
the  troops  of  Carthage  tind  Kewtonia  (five  companies)  have  been  or- 
dered to  report  to  you  in  the  field,  and  that,  if  you  require  more  troops, 
you  will  order  the  two  remaining  companies  of  the  Sixth  Missouri  State 
Militia  Cavalry  at  Neosho  to  join  you.  A force  of  about  400  rebels  is 
now  threatening  Cassville.  Tile  main  body  of  the  rebel  force  had  not, 
at  last  accounts,  crossed  the  Wire  road.  Be-enforcements  are  being 
sent  to  Cassville,  where  it  is  hoped  they  will  arrive  in  time  to  seize  the 
place.  You  are  directed  to  make  frequent  reports  to  these  headquarters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  LAUBANT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Spring-field^  ifo.,  October  2,  1863. 
Comdg.  Officer  Detachment  2d  Ark.  Cav.,  en  route  for  Carroll  Co. : 

Sir:  The  colonel  commanding  the  district  directs  that,  instead  of 
moving  into  Carroll  County,  as  ordered,  you  will  march  to  Cassville 
without  delay,  and  report  to  Major  Eno.  A large  force  of  the  enemy  is 
threatening  that  post.  You  must  keep  a vigilant  lookout  on  the  way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  LAURAkTT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

<1  Springfield^  Mo.,  October  2,  1863. 

Commanding  Officer,  Mount  Vernon  : 

Sir  : The  colonel  commanding  directs  that  you  march  to  Cassville 
with  the  Enrolled  Militia  under  your  command.  A large  force  of  the 
enemy  is  threatening  that  place.  You  will  move  without  delay,  taking 
your  camp  and  garrison  equipage. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  LAURANT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Springfield,  Mo.,  October  2, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Dispatches  received  to-day  from  Major  Eno,  at  Cassville,  confirm  the 
reports  of  Colonel  Harrison  relative  to  the  strength  and  movements  of 
the  enemy.  I have  ordered  the  concentration  of  troops  at  Cassville. 
Very  respectfully, 

JRO.  EDWARDS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  2,  1863. 

Col.  J.  Edwards,  Springfield : 

Colonel  Harrison  reports  a force  of  1,200  rebels  camped  last  night 
near  Huntsville.  They  are  said  to  be  going  into  Missouri.  It  may  be 
necessary  to  concentrate  your  forces  to  meet  them.  Communicate  with 
Colonel  Harrison  and  get  full  information.  Concentrate  your  forces  in 
time ; meet  and  attack  the  rebels  as  soon  as  practicable.  Keep  me  ad- 
vised of  everything. 

, • J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

» Major-General. 

Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  269.  ) Saint  Louis,  October  2,  1863. 

**'#*### 

IX.  Col.  John  F.  Williams  is  hereby  authorized  to  reorganize  the 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  for  Buchanan  and  Andrew  Counties,  Missouri, 
but  will  not  increase  the  force  now  in  service. 

«?****#* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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General  Orders,  ^ Hdqrs.  District  of  the  Border, 

No.  16.  ) Kansas  City^  Mo.,  October  2,  1863. 

I.  It  is  the  special  duty  of  commanders  of  stations  in  and  adjacent  to 
the  border  counties  of  Missouri  to  protect  loyal  persons,  now  or  recently 
residents  of  those  counties,  from  needless  sacrifice  of  their  property. 
Tliey  will  give  escort  and  assistance  whenever  practicable  to  all  such 
persons  in  removing  their  stock  and  other  personal  property  to  such 
stations  or  out  of  those  counties.  They  will  assist  and  protect  such  per- 
sons in  guarding  their  farms  from  prairie  fires,  and  allow  them  to  go 
there  carrying  public  arms  for  self-defense  as  often  as  may  be  necessary, 
subject  to  such  conditions  as  may  be  prescribed  by  such  commanders. 

II.  Beyond  such  travel  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  named 
in  the  foregoing  paragraph,  all  civilians  are  prohibited  until  further 
orders  traveling  without  written  permit  from  a station  commander  in 
this  district  or  from  the  general  commanding  fte  District  of  Central 
Missoun,  in  that  part  of  those  counties  outside  of  station  limits,  and  east 
of  the  Big  Blue,  and  south  of  the  road  from  Westport  to  Independence. 
Permits  will  be  given  onlj"  by  commanders  of  stations  in  Missouri  or  on 
the  line,  and  to  persons  of  good  character,  who  shall  be  named  in  such 
permits,  and  who  are  going  on  legitimate  business.  Soldiers  serving 
in  Kansas  will  not  go  into  Missouri  unless  accompanied,  or  in  writing 
ordered,  by  a commissioned  officer.  All  persons  found  in  those  counties 
in  violation  of  this  order  will  be  arrested  and  summarily  punished. 

III.  All  forage,  and  all  cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep  fit  for  butchering,  and 
all  horses  fit  for  service,  taken  up  as  abandoned  or  captured  from  the 
enemy,  will  be  taken  possession  of  by  commanders  of  stations,  who  will 
deliver  the  same  to  the  acting  quartermaster  or  acting  commissary  (as 
may  be  proper)  at  such  station,  giving  duplicate  invoices,  and  taking 
duplicate  receipts  for  said  property  as  captured ; one  copy  of  which  re- 
ceipts will  be  retained  by  such  station  commander,  and  one  sent  to  these 
headquarters.  Such  cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep  will  be  slaughtered  by  the 
acting  commissaries  at  such  stations  and  issued  to  the  troops;  and  the 
forage  will  be  issued  by  the  acting  quartermasters.  The  horses  fit  for 
service  will  be  appraised  by  a board  of  officers  appointed  by  the  com- 
manding officer  of  such  station,  and  will  be  branded  with  the  letters  “ U. 
S.”  by  such  acting  quartermaster,  who  will  issue  them  as  public  animals, 
stating  in  his  invoices  the  appraised  value  of  each.  All  such  property 
so  appropriated  to  public  use  will  be  duly  accounted  for  on  the  returns 
of  such  officers  as  captured  property.  All  stock  taken  up  as  abandoned 
or  captured  which  shall  be  found  unfit  for  such  use  or  service  will  be 
sent  by  commanders  of  stations  to  the  district  provost  marshal  at  these 
headquarters.  Commanders  of  stations  in  Missouri  and  on  the  border 
will  send,  on  the  1st  and  I5th  days  of  each  month,  to  these  headquarters 
a statement  of  the  number  of  horses,  cattle,  sheep,,  and  hogs,  and  the 
amount  of  forage  turned  over  by  them  at  such  stations,  with  one  copy 
of  the  receipt  given  to  them  therefor,  and  with  names  of  owners  if  prac- 
ticable; and  also  a statement  of  the  amount  of  stock  sent  to  the  district 
provost-marshal,  with  names  of  owners.  Care  will  be  taken  to  dispose 
of  no  stock  in  the  manner  herein  directed,  except  that  of  persons  of 
known  disloyalty.  While  all  practicable  aid  will  be  given  to  known 
loyalists  in  selling  or  taking  care  of  their  stock  and  other  property,  no 
restrictions  will  be  placed  on  bona  fide  sales  or  removals  of  property  of 
other  persons  late  residents  of  those  counties.  Farming  utensils,  furni- 
ture, and  other  abandoned  personal  property  (except  forage  and  stock) 
must  be  left  untouched  by  the  soldiery.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  civil,  not 
of  the  military,  authorities  to  confiscate  such  property. 
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lY.  To  i)revent  the  abuses  to  which  such  dealings  would  inevitably 
lead,  officers  and  soldiers  are  prohibited  dealing,  directly  or  indirectly, 
in  stock  or  other  personal  property  in  or  adjacent  to  the  border  counties 
of  Missouri  included  in  this  district.  All  such  property  bought  or  sold 
in  violation  of  this  order  will  be  taken  and  disposed  of  as  if  captured 
from  the  enemy.  This  prohibition  does  not  apply  to  the  purchase  of 
horses  necessary  for  use  in  the  service. 

The  general  commanding  thanks  the  officers  and  men  on  the  border 
for  the  good  conduct,  zeal,  energy,  and  daring  displayed  in  the  toilsome 
and  hazardous  service  in  which  they  are  engaged.  He  appeals  to  them 
to  abstain  from  all  wanton  destruction,  in  the  depopulated  district,  of 
])roperty  which  should  be  preserved  for  loyal  occupants,  and  also  from 
all  attempts  to  appropriate  to  themselves  any  of  the  claimed  or  un- 
claimed stock  in  the  country.  He  hardly  need  remind  them  that  there 
are  in  Kansas  and  Missouri  influential  men  and  newspapers  whose  special 
occupation  is  to  exaggerate  every  bad  act,  distort  every  good  one,  blazon 
every  failure,  and  hide  every  success  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  serving 
on  the  border — denouncing  them  as  cowardly  and  inefficient  and  as  the 
instruments  of  rapine  and  murder.  You  should  be  ihoved  by  this  tirade 
of  foul  abuse  only  to  a more  faithful  and  energetic  discharge  of  duties, 
by  which  you  will  best  refute  .the  short-lived  slanders  of  the  reckless 
newspapers  and  titled  demagogues  by  whom  you  are  assailed,  and  re- 
tain that  public  approbation  you  have  nobly  earned. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing: 

H.  HANNAHS, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


The  President  : 


Saint  Louis, 

October  3,  1863. 


I have  just  read  the  address  iireseuted  to  you  by  the  radical  delega- 
tion from  Missouri.  So  far  as  it  refers  to  me,  it  is  not  only  untrue  in 
spirit,  but  most  of  it  is  literally  false.  If  an  answer  or  explanation  from 
me  is  on  any  account  desirable,  I shall  be  glad  to  make  it. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington.,  October  3,  1863. 


Major-General  Schofield, 

/Saint  Louis.,  Mo. : 

There  is  no  Kentucky  cavalry  regiment  available.  The  three  regi- 
ments from  Saint  Paul  should  soon  report  to  you. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  3,  1863. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Colonel  : I inclose  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  General-in- 
Chief,  copies  of  reports  of  a special  inspection  of  the  District  of  the 
Border  and  the  District  of  the  Frontier,*  made  by  Col.  J.  V.  Du  Bois, 


Omitted  as  of  no  present  importance. 
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additional  aide-de-camp,  Capt.  S.  0.  Benham,  commissary  of  subsistence, 
and  Capt.  R.  A.  Howard,  H.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

This  special  inspection  was  ordered  because  of  reports  continually  re- 
ceived from  various  sources,  both  official  and  unofficial,  of  the  existence 
of  gross  frauds  and  corruption  in  the  administration  of  the  staff  depart- 
ments in  those  districts,  and  of  general  demoralization  among  the  troops. 
My  attention  was  first  officially  called  to  these  ‘‘irregularities”  and 
abuses  through  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  soon  after  my  assignment 
to  this  command.  I endeavored  to  correct  them  by  placing  restrictions 
upon  the  staff*  officers  serving  in  those  districts,  assigning  competent 
and  reliable  officers  to  the  general  control  of  the  quartermaster's  and 
commissary  departments  in  all  that  portion  of  this  department  which 
is  supplied  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  ordering  that  no  contracts  be 
made  except  with  the  approval  of  the  chief  quartermaster  and  com- 
missary of  the  department.  I have  every  reason  to  believe  that  these 
measures  have  been  as  successful  as  could  have  been  expected ; but 
it  is  manifest  that  the  gross  abuses  which  are  shown  to  exist  in  the 
field  in  the  District  of  the  Frontier,  as  well  as  the  general  demoraliza- 
tion and  lack  of  efficiency  shown  by  this  inspection  to  exist  among  the 
troops,  can  only  be  remedied  by  the  commanding  officer  present  with 
the  troops  in  the  field.  I deem  it  useless-  to  attempt  any  further  reform 
in  that  district,  and  impossible  for  me  to  restore  that  command  to  a state 
of  efficiency,  and  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  Government  while  the 
district  remains  under  its  present  commander,  Major-General  Blunt.  I 
have,  therefore,  determined  to  relieve  General  Blunt  from  his  command, 
and  also  to  relieve  from  duty  some  of  his  staff  officers,  who  appear  to 
have  been  implicated  in  frauds  upon  the  Government,  or  who  have  failed 
to  protect  the  Government  interests  intrusted  to  them.  I have  informed 
the  General-in-Chief  by  telegraph  of  my  intention  to  relieve  General 
Blunt,  and  asked  him  to  send  me  a general  officer  to  take  his  place  or 
that  of  General  McReil,  whom  I have  thought  of  as  General  Blunt^s 
successor.  In  reply,  the  General-in-Chief  has  informed  me  that  a gen- 
eral officer  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  me  for  duty.  It  is  proper  for 
me  to  state  that  my  decision  to  relieve  General  Blunt  is  not  based  upon 
any  knowledge  of  his  direct  complicity  in  the  frauds  upon  the  Govern- 
ment wliich  have  been  perpetrated  in  the  district  under  his  command. 
I have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  reports 
concerning  this  matter.  My  aim  is  to  reclaim  the  troops  of  that  com- 
mand from  the  disgraceful  condition  in  which  they  now  are,  to  bring 
them  to  a ijroper  state  of  efficiency,  and  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
Government  in  future.  This  manifestly  cannot  be  done  so  long  as  the 
troops-  remain  under  the  commander  who  has  brought  them,  or  permitted 
them  to  be  brought  while  under  his  immediate  command,  into  their  pres- 
ent condition,  and  under  whose  immediate  eye  the  interests  of  the  Gov- 
ernment have  been  so  shamefully  sacrificed.  I will,  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable, make  to  the  General-in- Chief  such  recommendations  relative  to 
the  Indian  brigade  and  other  matters  referred  to  in  the  inclosed  in- 
spection reports  as  upon  full  consideration  shall  seem  to  be  for  the  good 
of  the  service.  The  inspection  reports  also  show  serious  irregularities 
and  misconduct  among  the  officers  and  men  in  the  District  of  the  Border, 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing.  It  is  due  to  this  offi- 
cer, however,  to  state  that  lie  has  been  in  command  of  that  district  but  a 
comparatively  short  time,  and  has  labored  under  peculiar  difficulties,  re- 
sulting in  a great,measure  from  the  bad  condition  existing  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  the  demoralized  condition  of  a portion  of  his  troops  at  the 
time  he  was  placed  in  command.  I have  confidence  in  General  Ewing’s 
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desire  and  ability  to  correct  the  existing  evils,  so  far  as  can  be  done  with 
the  troops  under  his  command.  I shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  replace 
the  Kansas  and  Missouri  troops  which  now  occupy  the  border  with 
troops  from  other  States,  who  will  be  free  from  the  local  prejudices 
which  have  caused  so  much  trouble ; but  it  is  nearly  impossible  to  find 
volunteer  trooi)S  that  can  be  relied  upon  to  perform  the  delicate  duties 
required  on  the  border  of  Missouri  and  Kansas.  I believe  there  is  no 
part  of  the  country  in  which  a regiment  of  regular  cavalry  could  render 
so  valuable  service  to  the  Government,  and  I respectfully  request  that 
a regiment  may  be  sent  me  for  that  service,  if  possible. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General j Commanding  Department. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  October  3,  1863. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

• Colonel  : In  connection  with  the  report  of  Colonel  Du  Bois,  aide- 
de-camp,  herewith  forwarded  for  the  consideration  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, I have  the  honor  to  request  that,  for  the  benefit  of  the  service  in 
my  command,  authority  may  be  vested  in  me  to  dismiss  from  the  serv- 
ice, subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President,  such  commissioned  officers 
in  this  department  as  are  well  known  to  be  worthless  or  incompetent, 
and,  generally,  such  delinquents  as  would  in  my  judgment  be  infallibly 
dismissed  if  brought  before  a court-martial. 

In  a command  necessarily  scattered  over  so  large  an  extent  of  coun- 
try as  the  department  I have  the  honor  to  command,  there  must  be,  and 
there  are,  some  district  commanders  and  many  other  subordinate  com- 
manders with  whom,  either  through  ignorance  or  neglect  or  failure  to 
appreciate  the  due  importance  thereof,  the  reins  of  discipline  are  loosely 
held,  or  even  in  some  instances  utterly  neglected.  In  consequence,  offi- 
cers are  absent  from  their  appropriate  duties  without  due  authority,  upon 
frivolous  pretexts  or  without  pretexts;  drunkenness,  disregard  of  duty, 
and  demoralization  ensue  in  the  ranks.  If  courts-martial  be  ordered  to 
try  each  case  of  delinquency  deserving  or  requiring  dismissal,  a large 
proportion  of  the  good,  reliable  officers  would  be  on  such  duty  away  from 
their  commands.  The  application  of  this  correction  would,  in  my  opin- 
ion, aggravate  the  evil.  I cannot  but  think  the  effect  upon  the  disci- 
pline and  morale  of  a command  constituted  as  mine  is,  of  granting  to  its 
commander  the  power  of  summary  dismissal  for  aggravated  offenses, 
would  be  extremely  beneficial,  if  exercised  with  sound  judgment  and 
discretion. 

If  other  instances  of  the  like  power  being  granted  to  department 
commanders  have  not  proved  unsatisfactory  to  the  War  Department,  I 
most  respectfully  urge  the  application  upon  the  consideration  of  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  War.  In  conclusion,  I should  state,  that  should 
the  desired  authority  be  granted,  I should  only  propose  to  exercise  it  in 
ordinary  cases  of  well-established  delinquencies,  where  the  culprits  are 
manifestly  unworthy  of  the  consideration  of  a court-martial,  and  where 
the  benefit  arising  from  the  effect  of  an  example  to  be  obtained  through 
a court  might  not  be  expected. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General.' 
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Kansas  City,  Mo.,  October  3, 1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Samt  Louis  : 

Eeports  from  Liberty,  by  Yan  Horn,  who  saw  Colonel  Moss,  and 
brought  letter  from  him,  saying  he  has  issued  one  hundred  arms  in 
Claj’  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  in  Platte,  and  that  no  men  have  been 
ordered  oft',  or  driven  off,  or  killed  or  threatened  by  his  men.  Yan  Horn 
could  learn  nothing  there  of  acts  of  violence,  but  is  convinced  that  Moss 
is  arming  rebels  and  sympathizers,  and  thereby  arousing  the  passions  of 
Union  men,  who  will  not  go  into  the  organization.  From  Leavenworth 
extravagant  reports,  given  by  Summers  and  Steele,  of  Parkville,  Hal- 
lelt  and  Baker,  of  Farley,  who  say  they  fled  from  fear,  and  assert  that 
one  hundred  and  fifty  families  fled  from  Parkville ; in  fact,  I think  but 
three  or  four  have  gone.  Fitzgerald’s  provisional  company  say  they 
were  disbanded  for  refusing  to  obey  Moss,  and  many  of  them  have  gone 
to  Leavenworth  and  entered  the  Fifteenth,  and  they  are  responsible  for 
much  of  the  exaggeration.  I think  Moss,  by  receiving  disloyal  men, 
has  driven  all  the  radicals  out  of  the  organization,  and  the  affair  is 
assuming  a party  complexion,  and  that’s  what’s  the  matter ! I have 
sent  Moss  copies  of  my  two  former  telegrams  and  Captain  Joy’s  report. 
Will  telegraph  reports  from  Farley,  Weston,  and  Platte  City.  No  ex- 
citement at  Leavenworth  now. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier- Generah 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  October  3,  1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis : 

Eeports  from  Platte  City,  Weston,  and  Farley.  Forty  or  fifty  families 
[have  left]  from  fear  of  being  forced  into  militia  organization,  or  of  per- 
sonal violence,  or  from  disgust.  Notices  to  quit  shown  in  Leavenworth, 
alleged  to  come  from  Moss’  men.  No  proof.  A general  belief  among 
loyal  men  that  a majority  in  the  organization  not  only  have  been,  but 
still  are,  rebels.  The  feeling  is  so  violent  among  Union  men  in  Platte 
against  the  policy  of  arming  men  of  rebel  reputation,  and  is  so  strongly 
and  universally  sympathized  with  in  Kansas,  that  I fear  serious  evil 
will  result. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters, 
Karrisonville,  Mo.,  October  3,  1863. 

Commanding  Officer,  Bleasant  Hill : 

Sir  : I have  iuformation  that  Quantrill,  with  500  or  600  men,  came 
into  Eose  Hill  yesterday,  and  plundered,  tore  up,  and  burned  everything 
obnoxious  to  him  ; also  that  100  of  his  men  took  dinner  with  Coleman,  a 
farmer  living  on  Big  Creek.  About  the  same  number  with  Gates.  They 
were  having  a big,  high  burning  in  that  vicinity.  As  to  the  number,  I 
think  it  is  exaggerated,  but  I believe  he  was  there,  and  that  some  of  his 
men  were  seen  on  Big  Creek  to-day  by  my  informant.  Quantrill* reports' 
himself  as  on  his  road  south.  I have  scouts  out  south  and  southwest. 
A i)arty  of  Ladds,  from  this  station,  who  were  out  foraging,  were  fired 
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on  by  bushwhackers  4 miles  out.  The  Ladds  rallied  and  chased  them 
0 miles  down  Grand  Elver.  Any  information  received  hereafter  will  be 
forwarded  immediately. 

Eespectfiilly, 

C.  S.  CLAEK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Please  forward  the  contents  of  this  to  General  Ewing  and 
Colonel  Weer. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  3,  1863. 

General  E.  B.  Brown, 

Commanding  Central  District  of  Missouri  : 

General  : As  to  your  order  dated  October  [September  ?]  24,  1863, 

I went  to  Warsaw  and  vicinity,  and  I find  there  that  Port  Thornton,  John 
Bunch,  and  William  Bunch  were  shot  by  a scout,  on  the  9th  and  10th 
of  August,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Gustavus  Westhoft.  The  men  were 
not  recognized,  but  belong  to  the  Seventh  Kegiment  Missouri  State 
Militia. 

I find  that  John  B.  Wright  was  taken  out  of  his  wagon  and  shot 
by  a man  by  the  name  of  West.  There  ,were  two  men  who  did  the 
murder.  They  left  their  command  and  followed  Mr.  Wright.  I was 
unable  to  get  the  officer’s  name  that  was  in  command.  There  was  a 
man  by  the  name  of  John  Palston,  who  was  the  guide  for  the  scout, 
and  this  murder  was  committed  near  Palston’s  house.  I could  not  see 
him  at  all.  My  opinion  is  that  Palston  had  something  to  do  with  the 
murder  of  Wright  on  the  10th  of  August,  1863.  I find  that  these  men 
belong  to  the  Seventh  Eegiment,  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  and 
are  said  to  belong  to  Captain  Foster’s  company. 

William  Carpenter  and  James  Scuggs  were  shot,  while  at  their  farms 
near  Ducroc,  by  Major  Allen’s  command,  but  I cannot  find  who  did  the 
murder.  Allen  was  in  command  himself. 

1 find  that  Albert  Stemmert  and  a man  by  the  name  of  Mitchel,  with 
four  others,  did,  in  September,  set  fire  to  a vacant  house,  the  property 
of  Mrs.  Hoods,  of  Benton  County,  and  burned  it  down.  When  they 
were  setting  fire  to  it,  William  Hughes,  a justice  of  the  peace  of  Ben- 
ton County,  went  to  them,  and  wanted  to  put  the  fire  out.  They  told 
him  that  if  he  put  the  fire  out,  they  would  shoot  him.  This  is  the  same 
lot  of  men  that  are  accused  of  murdering  Austin  Blankinship,  John 
Nelson,  and  William  Holland,  at  Cole  Camp.  I could  not  get  the 
names  of  these  men,  but  they  are  the  men  of  the  Eighth  Missouri  State 
Militia  that  were  on  furlough,  only  Stemmert  and  Mitchel.  I think  that 
Captain  Freund,  of  Cole  Camp,  is  in  possession  of  all  the  facts,  and,  if 
he  is  put  on  his  oath,  he  will  perhaps  tell. 

1 find,  at  or  near  Cole  Camp,  that  Captain  [Henry]  McCabe,  of  the 
Eighth  Eegiment  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  did  take  a horse  froni 
James  Nickels,  and  did  abuse  him,  calling  him  a rebel,  and  was  going  to 
shoot  him.  Nickels  is  one  of  the  best  Union  men  of  Benton  County. 
McCabe  was  drunk,  and  the  most  of  his  men. 

1 find,  near  Cole  Camp  Creek,  that  Jasper  Ferdner,  Samuel  Williams, 
and  a negro  man  of  Tirey’s  were  robbed ; also  Samuel  Morris.  From 
the  best  information  1 can  get,  it  was  Lieutenant  [William]  Logan,  Com- 
])any  B,  Sixth  Eegiment  Missouri  State  Militia,  that  committed  the  rob- 
beries of  money,  mules,  horses,  and  one  gun.  He  gave  his  name  as  Tom 
Jobe. 
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I find  that  Captain  Stall  was  present  when  one  of  his  men  took  a 
horse  from  E.  S.  Drake,  near  Warsaw,  when  on  the  march  from  Warsaw 
to  Cole  Camp.  This  horse  had  been  left  by  the  rebels,  and  one  of 
Drake’s  horses  taken.  This  man  took  the  horse  out  of  the  yard  and  led 
it  off  to  Warsaw,  or  in  that  direction.  Captain  Stall  asked  him  where 
he  was  going,  and  his  answer  was,  Going  to  town  to  send  my  pony 
home,”  and  he  did  go.  The  command  was  then  on  the  march  to  Cole 
Camp.  When  the  command  returned  to  Warsaw,  Mr.  Drake  had  two 
mules  stolen  out  of  his  barn. 

General,  you  are  faulted,  or  rather  censured,  for  all  this  bad  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers,  for  not  being  harsh  enough.  I find  that 
your  General  Order  on  the  whisky  gives  satisfaction  to  all  good  citizens. 

I remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  GRAHAM. 


Doniphan,  via  Patterson,  October  3 [?],  1863. 

(Received  October  5.) 

General  Fisk: 

I am  at  this  place.  We  have  6 rebel  soldiers  prisoners,  and  have 
killed  7 more.  We  are  all  right,  and  leave  for  Pocahontas  this  morning. 
You  need  fear  nothing  from  me.  Send  Captain  Powers  to  me  with  sup- 
plies, with  about  25  men,  or  all  his  company  when  I need  them.  I 
have  captured  a large  mail  coming  up  from  Arkansas.  • 

W.  T.  DEEPER, 

Commanding  Expedition. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knob.,  Mo..,  October  3,  1863. 

General  Fisk,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

I am  just  now  in  receipt  of  message  from  Captain  Deeper,  of  Septem- 
ber 30.  Was  on  Black  River,  where  the  road  from  Greenville  to  Doni- 
phan crosses  it.  He  was  unwell,  but  kept  moving,  and  designed  to 
reach  Doniphan  on  the  2d  instant,  where  Tim.  Reves  is  reported  with 
600  men.  Deeper  has  not  seen  a rebel  since  he  left,  and  intimates  that 
he  does  not  expect  to  find  any  at  Doniphan.  Says  his  men  have  behaved 
admirably:  not  even  a distressed  chicken  has  been  heard  to  squall. 

G.  A.  HODDOWAY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  270.  1 Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  3,  1863. 

* * * * * * * 

VIII.  Hereafter  all  issues  of  subsistence  stores  to  suffering  and  des 
titute  refugees,  &c.,  will  be  confined  strictly  to  loyal  persons,  and  such 
only  as  can  prove,  by  reliable  witnesses,  that  they  are,  and  have  been, 
loyal  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  since  the  breaking  out  of 
the  xjresent  rebellion,  and  that  they  are,  at  the  time  the  issue  is  made, 
in  actual  want  and  in  danger  of  starvation  if  not  temporarily  relieved. 
In  all  cases  when,  ‘‘after  careful  examination,”  it  shall  be  deemed  ad- 
visable to  issue  subsistence  to  indigent  loyal  refugees,  the  issue  will 
never  exceed  half  rations  of  meat,  bread,  beans,  and  hominy.  No  other 
l)arts  of  the  rations  will  be  issued.  It  is  not  intended  that  these  issues 
shall  be  continued  X)ermanentiy  to  any  person  or  persons,  but  tempo- 


Chap.  XXXIV.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


GOl 


rarily,  and  for  sucli  a length  of  time  only  as  to  enable  the  parties  so 
relieved  to  find  occupation  and  maintenance  through  their  own  exer- 
tions. The  commanding  ofQcers  of  districts,  posts,  and  where  these 
issues  are  authorized,  will  be  held  responsible  that  this  charity  of  the 
Government  is  not  abused.  The  chaplain,  where  there  is  one  at  posts 
where  these  issues  are  authorized,  will  be  held  accountable  that  none 
but  really  indigent  persons  in  danger  of  starvation  shall  receive  the 
allowances  of  subsistence  stores  indicated,  and  this  only  for  such  a 
length  of  time  as  to  enable  them  to  procure  food  by  their  own  exertions. 
When  there  is  no  chaplain  at  the  posts  where  these  issues  are  author- 
ized, the  officer  commanding  the  district  in  which  said  posts  are  situated 
will  detail  a discreet,  energeticj  and  reliable  officer  to  examine  into  the 
merits  of  applicants  for  subsistence  under  this  order,  and  such  officer 
will  be  governed  in  his  actions  as  herein  indicated.  The  chaplain  or 
other  officer  detailed  for  the  duties  herein  mentioned  will  keep  a list  of 
all  persons  to  whom  subsistence  is  issued  under  this  order,  and  will* 
make  out  provision  returns  for  the  approval  of  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  post,  as  in  the  case  of  other  issues.  At  the  end  of  each  month  a 
report  will  be  made  out  by  the  chaplain  or  other  officer  having  charge 
of  these  duties,  and  forwarded,  through  the  proper  channel,  to  these 
headquarters,  which  report  shall  give  the  names  of  each  and  every  per- 
son to  whom  issues  are  made,  and  the  whole  length  of  time  during  which 
subsistence  has  been  issued  to  each.  The  officers  indicated  above  will, 
in  all  cases,  give  such  assistance  as  within  their  power  to  procure  work 
for  the  persons  to  whom  subsistence  may  be  issued,  so  that,  by  their 
own  exertions,  the  loyal  refugees  may  be  enabled  to  maintain  them- 
selves. If,  after  being  temporarily  relieved,  refugees  make  no  efforts  to 
sustain  themselves  or  fail  to  avail  themselves  of  favorable  opportunities 
to  procure  work,  they  will  no  longer  be  allowed  subsistence  from  the 
Government. 

******  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.  • 


Washington,  D.  0.,  October  3,  1863. 
Major-General  Pope,  Milwaukee: 

Keport  where  the  regiments  sent  to  Saint  Louis  now  are  j also  their 
progress  from  time  to  time. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  October  4, 1863. — 11  a.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis: 

I think  you  will  not  have  iust  cause  to  complain  of  my  action. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Headquarters  Central  District  of  Missouri, 

Warrensburg,  Mo.,  October  4,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield: 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missotiri,  Saint  Lonis  : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  to  this  ])ost  to-day. 
I found  the  troops  concentrated  too  much  for  effective  <)i)erati()ns  against 
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gTierrillas,  aud  have  distributed  them  ou  the  line  of  the  border,  as  1 
wrote  you  from  Lexingtou.  I do  uot  think  there  will  be  much  difficulty 
in  restoriug  quiet  to  the  country.  The  greatest  difficulty  will  be  har- 
monizing the  troubles  with  the  Union  men,  but  I do  not  despair  of 
doing  this.  The  continuance  of  the  railroad  to  this  post  would  have  a 
good  effect,  and  the  change  would  be  immediate.  I have  written  to  the 
superintendent  of  the  railroad  company  inquiring  into  the  situation,  and 
suggested  to  him  that,  if  labor  was  necessary,  the  idle  negroes  that  are 
about  the  camps  could  be  pressed  into  that  service  as  a military  meas- 
ure. The  active  operations  against  guerrillas  have  been  attended  with 
good  effect ; a large  number  have  been  so  much  harassed  that  thej^  have 
moved  south.  Fifty-four  horses  have  been  captured  in  the  past  week 
and  several  guerrillas  killed.  I go  to  Clinton  to-morrow. 

I am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  BEOWN, 

Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding, 


Springfield,  Mo.,  October  4, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Eight  hundred  rebels,  under  Brown,  Ingraham,  and  Coffee,  were 
eocamped  6 miles  east  of  Cross  Hollows,  the  2d  instant,  with  one  12- 
pounder  field  howitzer  and  one  rifled  piece.  No  communication  between 
Cassville  and  . Fayetteville  for  three  days  past.  I will  have  a train  of 
quartermasters  aud  commissary  and  ordnance  supplies  of  80  wagons  at 
Cassville  in  three  days.  I expect  to  go  down  myself,  and  open  commu- 
nication with  Fayetteville,  and  expel  the  enemy  from  the  country.  The 
troops  withdrawn  from  this  post  will  be  fully  supplied  to-day  by  other 
troops  from  northern  and  eastern  parts,  of  the  Missouri  State  Militia  and 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia.  Captain  Hopkins  came  through  two  days 
ago  from  Fort  Smith.  Eeports  Colonel  Harrison  had  a brush  with  a 
force  of  rebels  7 miles  from  Fayetteville  last  Sunday  ; found  them  too 
strong,  aud  returned  to  Fayetteville. 

JEO.  EDWAEDS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Springfield,  Mo.,  October  4,  1863. 

xMajor-General  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis  : 

Major  Eno’s  scouts  brought  in  to-day  3 prisoners,  captured  from 
Shelby’s  command.  They  report  Coffee  will  attack  Newtonia  to-night 
or  to-morrow.  I have  ordered  Major  Euo  to  march  to-night  to  Eew- 
tonia.  He  will  have  350  cavalry.  There  are  three  companies  at  Car- 
thage I ordered  several  days  ago  to  join  these  at  Eewtouia.  I have 
ordered  Colonel  Harrison  to  move  rapidly  with  his  command  after 
SlielUy,  leaving  200  men  and  one  section  of  Stark’s  battery  to  garrison 
post  of  Fayetteville.  One  battalion  Eighteenth  Iowa  and  one  section 
of  Eabb’s  battery  will  reach  Cassville  to-morrow  at  11  a.  m. 

JNO.  EDWAEDS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 
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Headquarters  District  op  Southwestern  Missouri, 

)Sprin(jJield,  3Io.,  October  4,  18G3. 

Maj.  E.  B.  Eno,  Cassville : 

The  Eighteenth  Io^?a  Infantry  left  here  yesterday,  and  will  he  at 
Cassville  to-morrow.  You  will  leave  50  men  at  Cassville  and  move 
forthwith  by  forced  marches  in  the  direction  of  NTewtonia.  There  are 
three  comxianies  at  Newtonia,  two  at  Neosho,  two  at  Carthage,  and 
Major  King  is  between  Newtonia  and  Pineville,  with  four  companies. 
Try  to  make  a connection  with  him.  The  companies  at  Newtonia  and 
Carthage  have  been  ordered  to  join  Major  King.  You  will  order  the 
two  companies  at  Neosho  to  report  to  you. 

JNO.  EDWAEDS, 

Colonel^  Commanding.  ' 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield^  Mo.,  October  4,  1863. 

Commanding  Officer,  Neosho  : 

Sir  : Positive  information  has  been  received  this  day  that  a rebel 
force  1,000  strong,  with  three  pieces  of  artillery,  crossed  the  Wire  road 
near  Sugar  Creek,  marching  toward  Bentonville,  with  the  intention  of 
joining  Coffee,  near  Pineville,  and  to  attack  Newtonia.  The  troops  at 
Carthage  and  Newtonia  have  been  ordered  to  join  Major  King  in  the 
field.  You  will  also  join  him  on  the  receipt  of  the  inclosed  orders,  and 
communicate  this  intelligence  to  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  EDWARDS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  4,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing: 

A considerable  rebel  force  is  reported  at  Pineville,  Mo.,  to-day,  moving 
north.  It  may  design  to  attack  Fort  Scott,  or,  perhaps,  come  farther 
north.  Inform  General  Blunt,  and  re-enforce  Fort  Scott,  if  necessary. 
You  may  have  to  concentrate  some  of  your  troops  to  meet  the  rebels. 
They  are  reported  as  high  a«  1,800  strong. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Harrisonville,  Mo.,  October  4,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General:  I received  information  yesterday  that  Quantrill  was  in 
Rose  Hill  Friday  last,  with  500  or  600  men,  which  I communicated  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  Pleasant  Hill,  requesting  him  to  forward  to 
you  and  Colonel  Weer.  I had  good  reasons  to  believe  that  Quantrill 
could  have  but  two  objects  in  concentrating  at  Rose  Hill,  one  to  move 
directly  south,  the  other  to  make  a raid  in  Kansas,  by  marching  across 
to  Grand  River  by  or  near  Austin,  and  enter  Kansas  south  of  Cold 
Water  Grove. 

1 sent  a scout  of  20  men,  under  Lieutenant  [Jesse  E.]  Parsons,  with  in- 
structions to  go  as  far  as  Mormon  Fork,  16  miles  south  of  this  station. 
The  scout  started  this  morning  at  8 o’clock,  and  returned  at  9 o’clock 
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to-iiiglit,  without  discovering  any  trail.  I learned  from  Captain  Duncan, 
of  the  Fifth  Missouri  Provisional  Militia,  who  was  escorting  a circuit 
judge  from  Warrensburg  to  this  place,  and  passed  through  Eose  Hill 
to-day,  that  he  learned  at  Eose  Hill  that  Quantrill  passed  through  that 
place  Friday  last  with  500  or  600 ; and  that  he  also  learned  from  a man 
just  in  from  Germantown,  that  Quantrill  crossed  the  Osage  near  that 
place  with  some  300  men  Saturday  njorning.  I have  made  every  effort 
to  get  information  as  to  Quantrilfs  whereabouts  since  I have  been  at 
this  station,  and  I believe  the  above  to  be  correct,  except  that  of  his 
crossing  the  Osage,  though  I think  he  could  have  crossed  in  the  time. 
It  looks  to  me  as  though  he  would  try  and  get  the  bushwhackers  on 
Grand  Eiver,  above  Austin,  before  going  south,  unless  he  places  more 
confidence  in  their  meeting  him  on  the  Osage  than  I possibly  could,  for 
my  men  have  been  chasing  them  yesterday  and  to-day.  I have  no 
other  reasons  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  information  given  above. 

Captain  Duncan  arrived  at  6 o’clock  this  evening.  My  men  are  much 
worn,  and  horses  jaded,  but  I will  find  where  Quantrill  has  gone,  to-mor- 
row or  rather  to-day.  It  is  now  past  1 o’clock. 

Eespectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  CLAEK, 

Lieutenant  Colonel^  Commandmg. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington^  D.  0.,  October  5,  1863. 

Hon.  Charles  D.  Drake  and  others.  Committee : 

Gentlemen  : rour  original  address,  presented  on  the  30th  ultimo, 
and  the  four  supplementary  ones,  presented  on  the  3d  instant,  have 
been  carefully  considered.  I hope  you  will  regard  the  other  duties 
claiming  my  attention,  together  with  the  great  length  and  importance 
of  the  documents,  as  constituting  a sufficient  apology  for  my  not  having 
responded  sooner. 

These  papers,  framed  for  a common  object,  consist  of  the  things  de- 
manded and  the  reasons  for  demanding  them.  The  things  demanded 
are : First,  that  General  Schofield  shall  be  relieved,  and  General  Butler 
be  appointed  as  commander  of  the  Military  Department  of  the  Missouri ; 
second,  that  the  system  of  Enrolled  Militia  in  Missouri  may  be  broken 
up,  and  national  forces  be  substituted  for  it’j  and,  third,  that  at  elections 
persons  may  not  be  allowed  to  vote  who  are  not  entitled  by  law  to  do  so, 
Among  the  reasons  given,  enough  of  suffering  and  wrong  to  Union  men 
is  certainly  and,  I suppose,  truly  stated,  yet  the  whole  case  as  presented 
fails  to  convince  me  that  General  Schofield  or  the  Enrolled  Militia  is 
responsible  for  that  suffering  and  wrong.  The  whole  can  be  explained 
on  a more  charitable  and,  as  I think,  a more  rational  hypothesis. 

We  are  in  civil  war.  In  such  cases  there  always  is  a main  question  5 
but  in  this  case  that  question  is  a perplexing  compound.  Union  and 
slavery.  It  thus  becomes  a question,  not  of  two  sides  merely,  but  at 
least  four  sides,  even  among  those  who  are  for  the  Union,  saying  noth- 
ing of  those  who  are  against  it.  Thus,  those  who  are  for  the  Union 
with,  but  not  without,  slavery;  those  for  it  without,  but  not  with; 
those  for  it  with  or  without,  but  i)refer  it  with  ; and  those  for  it  with 
or  without,  but  prefer  it  without.  Among  these,  again,  is  a subdivision 
of  those  who  are  for  gradual,  but  not  for  immediate,  and  those  who  are 
for  immediate,  but  not  for  gradual,  extinction  of  slavery.  It  is  easy  to 
conceive  that  all  these  shades  of  opinion,  and  even  more,  may  be  sin- 
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cerely  eutertaiiied  by  honest  and  truthful  men,  yet  all  being  for  the 
Union,  by  reason  of  these  differences  each  will  prefer  a different  way 
of  sustaining  the  Union.  At  once  sincerity  is  questioned  and  motives 
are  assailed.  Actual  war  coming,  blood  grows  hot  and  blood  is  spilled ; 
thought  is  forced  from  old  channels  into  confusion ; deception  breeds 
and  thrives,  confidence  dies,  and  universal  suspicion  reigns.  Each  man 
feels  an  impulse  to  kill  his  neighbor,  lest  he  be  first  killed  by  him ; re 
veuge  and  retaliation  follow,  and  all  this,  as  before  said,  may  be  among 
honest  men  only.  But  this  is  not  ail.  Every  foul  bird  comes  abroad 
and  every  dirty  reptile  rises  up.  These  add  crime  to  confusion.  Strong 
measures,  deemed  indispensable,  but  harsh  at  best,  such  men  make 
worse  by  maladministration.  Murders  for  old  grudges  and  murders 
for  pelf  proceed  under  any  cloak  that  will  best  cover  for  the  occasion. 

These  causes  amply  account  for  what  has  occurred  in  Missouri,  with- 
out ascribing  it  to  the  weakness  or  wickedness  of  any  general.  The 
newspaper  files,  those  chronicles  of  current  events,  will  show  that  the 
evils  now  complained  of  were  quite  as  prevalent  under  Eremont,  Hunter, 
Halleck,  and  Curtis  as  under  Schofield.  If  the  former  had  greater  force 
opposed  to  them,  they  also  had  greater  forces  with  which  to  meet  it. 
When  the  organized  rebel  army  left  the  State,  the  main  Federal  force 
had  to  go  also,  leaving  the  department  commander  at  home  relatively 
no  stronger  than  before.  Without  disparaging  any,  I affirm  with  con- 
fidence that  no  commander  of  that  department  has,  in  proportion  to  his 
means,  done  better  than  General  Schofield. 

The  first  specific  charge  against  General  Schofield  is  that  the  Enrolled 
Militia  was  placed  under  his  command,  when  it  had  not  been  placed 
under  the  command  of  General  Curtis.  This,  I believe,  is  true ; but 
you  do  not  point  out,  nor  can  I conceive,  how  that  did  or  could  injure 
loyal  men  or  the  Union  cause. 

You  charge  that,  upon  General  Curtis  being  superseded  by  General 
Schofield,  Franklin  A.  Dick  was  superseded  by  James  O.  Broadhead  as 
provost- marshal-general.  No  very  specified  showing  is  made  as  to  how 
this  did  or  could  injure  the  Union  cause.  It  recalls,  however,  the  con- 
dition of  things,  as  presented  to  me,  which  led  to  a change  of  com- 
manders for  the  department. 

To  restrain  contraband  intelligence  and  trade,  a system  of  searches, 
seizures,  permits,  and  passes  had  been  introduced  by  General  Eremont. 
When  General  Halleck  came,  he  found  and  continued  the  system,  and 
added  an  order,  applicable  to  some  parts  of  the  State,  to  levy  and  col- 
lect contributions  from  noted  rebels  to  compensate  losses  and  relieve 
destitution  caused  by  the  rebellion.  The  action  of  General  Fremont 
and  General  Halleck,  as  stated,  constituted  a sort  of  system,  which  Gen- 
eral Curtis  found  in  full  operation  when  he  took  command  of  the  de- 
partment. That  there  was  a necessity  for  something  of  the  sort  was 
clear,  but  that  it  could  only  be  justified  by  stern  necessity,  and  that  it 
was  liable  to  great  abuse  in  administration,  was  equally  clear.  Agents 
to  execute  it,  contrary  to  the  great  prayer,  were  led  into  temptation.  Some 
might,  while  others  would  not,  resist  that  temptation.  It  was  not  possi- 
ble to  hold  any  to  a very  strict  accountability,  and  those  yielding  to  the 
temptation  would  sell  permits  and  passes  to  those  who  would  pay  most 
and  most  readily  for  them,  and  would  seize  proi^erty  and  collect  levies 
in  the  aptest  way  to  fill  their  own  pockets.  Money  being  the  object, 
the  man  having  money,  whether  loyal  or  disloyal,  would  be  a victim. 
This  practice  doubtless  existed  to  some  extent,  and  it  was  a real  addi- 
tional evil  that  it  could  be  and  was  plausibly  charged  to  exist  in  greater 
extent  than  it  did. 

When  General  Curtis  took  command  of  the  department,  Mr.  Dick, 
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agaiust  whom  I never  knew  anything  to  be  alleged,  had  general  charge 
of  this  system.  A controversy  in  regard  to  it  rapidly  grew  into  almost 
unmanageable  proportions.  One  side  ignored  tbe  necessity  and  magni 
tied  the  evils  of  the  system,  while  the  other  ignored  the  evils  and  mag- 
nified the  necessity,  and  each  bitterly  assailed  the  motives  of  the  other. 
I could  not  fail  to  see  that  the  controversy  enlarged  in  the  same  proper 
tion  as  the  professed  XJnion  men  there  distinctly  took  sides  in  theo])p6s 
ing  political  parties.  I exhausted  my  wits,  and  very  nearly  my  patience 
also,  in  efforts  to  convince  both  that  the  evils  they  charged  on  each 
other  were  inherent  in  the  case,  and  could  not  be  cured  by  giving  either 
l)ai  ty  a victory  over  the  other. 

Plainly  the  initiatory  system  was  not  to  be  perpetual,  and  it  was 
plausibly  urged  that  it  could  be  modified  at  once  with  advantage.  Tin* 
case  could  hardly  be  worse,  and  whether  it  could  be  made  better  could 
only  be  determined  by  a trial.  In  this  view,  and  not  to  ban  or  brand 
General  Curtis,  or  to  give  a victory  to  any  party,  I made  the  change  of 
commander  for  the  department. 

I now  learn  that  soon  after  this  change  Mr.  Dick  was  removed,  and 
that  Mr.  Broadhead,  a gentleman  of  no  less  good  character,  was  put  in 
the  place.  The  mere  tact  of  this  change  is  more  distinctly  complained 
of  than  is  any  conduct  of  the  new  officer  or  other  consequence  of  the 
change.  I gave  the  new  commander  his  instructions  as  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  system  mentioned,  beyond  what  is  contained  in  the  pri- 
vate letter,  afterward  surreptitiously  published,  in  which  I directed  him 
to  act  solely  for  the  public  good  and  independently  of  both  parties 
Neither  anything  you  have  presented  me  nor  anything  I have  other- 
wise learned  has  convinced  me  that  he  has  been  unfaithful  to  this  charge. 

Imbecility  is  urged  as  one  cause  of  removing  General  Schofield,  and 
the  late  massacre  at  Lawrence,  Kans.,  is  preferred  as  evidence  of  that 
imbecility.  To  my  mind  that  fact  scarcely  tends  to  prove  the  proposi- 
tion. That  massacre  is  only  an  example  of  what  Grierson,  John  [H  ] 
Morgan,  and  many  others  might  have  repeatedly  done  in  their  respect- 
ive raids,  had  they  chosen  to  incur  the  personal  hazard  and  possessed 
the  fiendish  hearts  to  do  it. 

The  charge  is  made  that  General  Schofield,  on  purpose  to  protect'  the 
Lawrence  murderers,  would  not  allow  them  to  be  pursued  in  Missouri. 
While  no  punishment  could  be  too  sudden  or  too  severe  for  those  mur 
derers,  I am  well  satisfied  that  the  preventing  of  the  threatened  reme 
died  raid  into  Missouri  was  the  only  safe  way  to  avoid  all  indiscriminate 
massacre,  thus  including  probably  more  innocent  than  guilty.  Instead 
of  condemning,  I therefore  api^rove  what  I understand  General  Scho- 
field did  in  that  latter  respect. 

The  charges  that  General  Schofield  has  i)urposely  withheld  protection 
from  loyal  i)eople,  and  purposely  facilitated  the  objects  of  the  disloyal, 
are  altogether  beyond  my  power  of  belief.  I do  not  arraign  the  veracity 
of  gentlemen  as  to  the  facts  complained  of,  but  I do  more  than  question 
the  judgment  which  would  infer  that  those  facts  occurred  in  accordance 
with  the  purposes  of  General  Schofield. 

With  my  present  views,  I must  decline  to  remove  General  Schofield. 
In  this  1 decide  nothing  against  General  Butler.  I sincerely  wish  it 
was  convenient  to  assign  him  a suitable  command.  In  order  to  meet 
some  existing  evils,  I have  addressed  a letter  of  instructions  to  General 
Schofield,  a copy  of  which  I inclose  to  you.* 

As  to  the  Enrolled  Militia,  I shall  endeavor  to  ascertain  better  than 
I now  know  what  is  its  exact  value.  Let  me  say  now,  however,  that 
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your  proposal  to  substitute  national  force  for  the  Enrolled  Militia  im- 
plies that,  in  your  judgment,  the  latter  is  doing  something  which  needs 
to  be  done,  and,  if  so,  the  proposition  to  throw  that  force  away,  and  to 
supply  the  place  by  bringing  other  forces  from  the  field,  where  they  are 
equally  needed,  seems  to  be  ve»y  extraordinary.  Whence  shall  they 
come?  Shall  they  be  withdrawn  from  Banks  or  Grant  or  Steele  or 
Rosecrans?  Few  things  have  been  so  grateful  to  my  anxious  feelings 
as  when,  in  June  last,  the  local  force  in  Missouri  aided  General  Scho- 
field to  so  promptly  send  so  large  a general  force  to  the  relief  of  General 
Grant,  then  investing  Vicksburg  and  menaced  from  without  by  Gene.ral 
Johnston.  Was  this  all  wrong  ? Should  the  Enrolled  Militia  then  have 
been  broken  up  and  General  Herron  detached  from  Grant  to  police  Mis- 
souri ? So  far  from  finding  cause  to  object,  I confess  to  a sympathy  for 
whatever  relieves  our  general  force  in  Missouri  and  allows  it  to  serve 
elsewhere.  I,  therefore,  as  at  present  advised,  cannot  attempt  the  de- 
struction of  the  Enrolled  Militia  of  Missouri.  I may  add  that  the  force 
being  under  the  national  military  control,  it  is  also  within  the  proclama- 
tion in  regard  to  the  habeas  corpus. 

I concur  in  the  propriety  of  your  request  in  regard  to  elections,  and 
have,  as  you  see,  directed  General  Schofield  accordingly.  I do  not  feel 
justified  to  enter  upon  the  broad  field  you  present  in  regard  to  the  polit- 
ical defenses  between  radicals  and  conservatives.  From  time  to  time  I 
have  done  and  said  what  appeared  to  me  proper  to  do  and  say.  The 
public  knows  it  all.  It  obliges  nobody  to  follow  me,  and  I trust  it 
obliges  me  to  follow  nobody.  The  radicals  and  conservatives  each  agree 
with  me  in  some  things  and  disagree  in  others.  I could  wish  both  to 
agree  with  me  in  all  things,  for  then  they  would  agree  with  each  other, 
and  would  be  too  strong  for  any  foe  from  any  quarter.  They,  however, 
choose  to  do  otherwise,  and  I do  not  question  their  right.  1,  too,  shall 
do  what  seems  to  be  my  duty.  I hold  whoever  commands  iu  Missouri 
or  elsewhere  responsible  to  me,  and  not  to  either  radicals  or  conserva- 
tives. It  is  my  duty  to  hear  all,  but  at  last  I must  within  my  sphere 
judge  what  to  do  and  what  to  forbear. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  LHNCOLNT. 


Office  of  Chief  Quartermaster, 

Saint  LouiSj  October  5,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Gcncral-in- Chief,  Washington,  D.  G.: 

General  : The  continued  destruction  of  steamboats,  by  fire,  on  these 
waters  is  assuming  a very  alarming  feature.  Unquestionably  there  is 
an  organized  band  of  incendiaries,  members  of  which  are  stationed  at 
every  landing.  It  is  a current  report  here  that  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment has  secretly  offered  a large  reward  for  the  destruction  of  our 
steamers.  Already  some  fourteen  first-class  boats  have  been  burned, 
and  this  is  equivalent  to  10  per  cent,  of  the  whole  river  transportation. 
Increase  of  watchmen  and  extra  vigilance  do  not  seem  to  arrest  this 
insidious  enemj".  The  incendiary,  when  it  serves  his  purpose,  becomes 
one  of  the  crew,  and  thus  secures  liimself  from  detection.  I apprehend 
that  there  are  disloyal  men  in  disguise  in  the  emjdoy  of  every  steamer, 
and  it  will  be  difficult  to  eliminate  them.  General  Schofield  is  alive  to 
the  importance  of  some  extra  official  action.  What  would  you  advise  ? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IIOBT.  ALLEN, 

Chief  Quartermaster 
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Warrensburg,  Mo.,  October  5,  18G3. 
Maj.  Geu.  John  M.  Schofield: 

Lieutenant  ColoDel  Lazear  lias  been  in  hot  pursuit  of  the  guerrillas 
for  the  past  ten  days,  and  has  driven*  them  out  of  this  portion  of  the 
district.  Four  hundred  passed  Eose  Hill,  on  their  way  south,  on  Friday. 
I have  ordered  the  pursuit  continued.  General  McNeil’s  troops  may, 
possibly,  intercept  them. 

E.  B.  BEOWN, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers, 


.Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milicaukee^  TFis.,  October  5,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Sully, 

Commandmg  Military  Expedition  : 

General  : Your  several  letters  and  reports  concerning  your  cam- 
paign and  the  battle  with  the  Indians  near  White  Stone  Hill,  have  been 
received  and  transmitted  to  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army.  The  re- 
sults are  entirely  satisfactory,  and  I doubt  not  that  the  effect  upon  the 
Northwestern  Indians  will  be,  as  you  report,  of  the  highest  consequence. 
Whilst  I regret  that  difficulties  and  obstacles  of  a serious  character 
prevented  your  co-operation  with  General  Sibley  at  the  time  hoped,  I 
bear  willing  testimony  to  the  distinguished  conduct  of  yourself  and 
your  command,  and  to  the  important  service  you  have  rendered  to  the 
Government.  It  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  perform  the  agree- 
able duty  of  presenting  to  the  Government  the  names  of  the  officers  and 
men  who  were  i)articularly  distinguished  in  your  campaign.  To  your- 
self and  your  command,  general,  1 tender  my  thanks  and  congratula- 
tions. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  6,  1863. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief  Washington^  B.  C. : 

About  1,000  rebel  Missourians,  who  refused  to  cross  the  Arkansas  with 
Price,  have  passed  west  of  Springfield,  going  north,  and  have  been  joined 
by  all  the  guerrillas  in  that  part  of  Missouri.  I have  all  my  available 
troops  in  pursuit,  and  hope  to  capture  or  destroy  the  rebel  force. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  6,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Davies  : 

A rebel  force,  from  1,000  to  2,000  strong,  passed  Greenfield  this  morn- 
ing, going  northeast ; they  may  try  to  return  somewhere  east  of  Spring- 
field.  Send  all  the  cavalry  you  can  spare  as  far  west  as  Lebanon,  to 
help  to  intercept  them  if  they  come  that  way.  Eeport  whatyoucando. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General^  Commanding. 
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Springfield,  Mo.,  October  6,  1803. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

Lieutenant  Phelps,  just  arrived  at  Cassville,  reports  that  Brooks  has 
400  men  at  Huntsville,  and  that  several  guerrilla  bands  are  concen- 
trating there  from  Carrollton  and  other  places,  and  conscripting  all  that 
they  can  lay  hands  upon. 

’JNO.  EDWAEDS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Springfield,  Mo.,  October  6,  1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis : 

The  enemy  were  in  Greenfield  this  morning,  2,000  strong,  going  north- 
east. I am  after  them. 

JNO.  EDWAEDS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  6, 1863. 
Col.  J.  Edwards,  Sjgringfield,  Mo. : 

Concentrate  all  your  movable  force  and  attack  Shelby^s  force  wher- 
ever you  can  find  them,  but  keep  south  of  him,  and  keep  your  men  and 
horses  in  good  condition,  so  as  to  prevent  his  escape  into  Arkansas. 
Send  me  whatever  information  you  may  have,  frequently,  so  that  I may 
direct  the  movements  of  troops  from  the  north. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  October  6,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 

Colonel  Harrison: 

I have  just  received  your  dispatch  of  the  5th  in  relation  to  your  mov- 
ing up  toward  Pineville.  The  enemy,  if  he  does  not  divide,  will  be  2,000 
strong ; now  at  Carthage,  and  trying  to  go  into  Jackson  County,  but  will 
be  driven  -back,  and  will  try  to  get  out  again  into  Arkansas.  That  we 
must  prevent.  Follow  up  rapidly  in  his  rear  and  give  him  battle  when- 
ever you  can.  I will  leave  to-day,  via  Greenfield,  with  three  pieces  of 
artillery  and  a column.  Colonel  Campbell  is  at  Cassville,  and  had  Cap- 
tain Stark^s  ammunition.  I shall  order  him  to  try  and  get  across,  with 
a portion  of  it  for  Captain  Stark,  to  go  to  Xewtonia. . You  will  send  a 
detachment  from  ISTeosho  and  receive  it  at  Yewtonia.  I will  go  from 
Greenfield,  in  the  direction  of  Lamar,  and  hope  to  form  a junction  with 
you.  Keep  me  advised  of  your  movements. 

JNO.  EDWAEDS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  October  6, 1863. 
Commanding  Officer,  Lexington,  Mo. : 

I have  received  the  following  telegram  from  General  Schofield,  which 
please  send  by  special  messenger  to  General  Brown,  if  he  is  not  at 
Lexington : 

Brigadier- General  Ewing  : 

Shelby,  with  from  1,000  to  1,500  men,  passed  Carthage  yesterday,  going  north.  He 
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18  said  to  be  making  for  Jackson  County.  Bo  sure  to  concentrate  force  enough  to 
meet  and  destroy  him,  if  possible.  General  Brown  will  co-operate  with  you.  Com- 
municate with  him.  ' 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

1 will  concentrate  troops  near  Butler.  I wisli  you  would  also  concen- 
trate within  supporting  distance,  and  advise  me. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr.,  ‘ 

Brigadier- General, 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  October  G,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

I will  get  500  men,  half  cavalry  and  half  infantry , together  at  Pleasant 
Hill,  instead  of  Lone  Jack,  to-morrow,  Thursday  forenoon.  I will  leave 
here  to-morrow  night.  Have  General  Brown  communicate  with  me 
there.  I will  have  infantry  in  wagons,  and  will  have  six  howitzers. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  Ge7ieral. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  6, 1863. 

Brigadier- General  Holland, 

Enrolled  Missouri  Militia.^  Springfield.^  Mo. : 

Call  out  all  the  militia  of  your  district  which  you  can  make  available 
in  the  jiursuit  of  Shelby.  Prevent  his  escape  into  Arkansas  if  possible. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  October  6,  1863. 
Col.  William  Weer,  Conimanding  Troops  in  the  Field: 

Colonel  : I send  copies  of  three  dispatches  from  General  Schofield, 
one  re])orting  Shelby  jiassing  through  Carthage  yesterday,*  another 
reporting  his  passing  through  Greenfield t this  morning;  also  a tele- 
gram as  to  depredations,  as  to  which  be  careful,  for  there  is  a good  deal 
of  feeling  against  me  already  among  Missourians,  which  will  not  be 
lessened  by  iilundering.  DoiPt  let  the  troops  take  stock  except  from 
guerrillas.  Make  them  let  Brown’s  people  alone.  You  know  the  sec- 
ond tier  of  counties  is  in  Brown’s  district  now.  If  your  advices  do  not 
differ  from  the  second  dispatch  of  General  Schofield,  you  will  move  in 
the  direction  of  Clinton,  where  General  Brown  is,  as  General  Schofield 
telegraphs  me,  and  open  communication  with  him,  and,  if  necessary, 
report  to  him. 

I will  leave  here  to-morrow  afternoon,  with  about  500  men  and  six 
howitzers,  via  Pleasant  Hill,  at  which  point  I wish  you  to  communicate 
with  me,  and  let  me  know  all  you  have  heard  and  where  you  are. , I 
cannot  believe  Shelby  will  venture  up  as  high  even  as  Sedalia  with 
but  2,0C0  men,  and  am  inclined  to  think  his  force  will  break  up  into 
several  bodies  for  a few  raids  and  then  disperse. 

Very  resjiectfully,  yours, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 

* See  Ewing  to  commanding  officer  at  Lexington,  October  6,  1863,  p.  609. 

+ See  Schofield  to  Davies,  October  6,  1863,  p.  608. 
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Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City,  October  6,  18G3. 


Col.  William  Weer, 

Commanding,  &c. : 


Colonel  : Inclosed  are  copies  of  telegrams  from  General  Schofield  to 
me,  and  telegram  from  me  to  General  Schofield,*  and  copies  of  General 
Orders,  Ko.  IG.f 

Colonel  Lynde  is  out  from  Trading  Post,  down  the  Osage,  with  117 
men.  I will  concentrate  available  troops  about  Westport  or  Trading 
Post.  I think  you  had  better  move  somewhat  westward  and  in  that 
direction,  so  as  not  to  let  Shelby  get  between  you  and  Kansas.  Keep 
me  thoroughly  advised  as  to  your  movements,  and  send  your  messen- 
gers by  some  other  than  the  ordinary  route.  1 shall  send  this  to  Har- 
risonville  via  Aubrey.  Open  communication  with  Fort  Scott  at  once. 
Perhaps  you  had  better  march  toward  the  line  nearly  in  the  direction 
of  Fort  Scott,  bearing  but  little  west,  so  that,  if  it  is  threatened,  you 
may  be  in  time  for  its  reliefi  1 leave  the  matter  largely  to  your  dis- 
cretion, suggesting  that  it  is  possible  the  guerrillas  you  are  after  are 
drawing  you  off  from  Shelby ^s  point  of  attack. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

THOMAS  EWIKG,  jR., 

Brigadier-General. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  October  6, 18G3. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

1 forwarded  copy  of  your  dispatch  of  the  4th  instant  to  Colonel  Weer, 
with  instructions,  under  which  he  marched  at  daylight  this  morning, with 
420  cavalry  and  80  infantry,  from  Austin,  via  Butler,  toward  Fort  Scott. 
He  is  south  of  Osage  Eiver  to-night.  I send  messenger  at  once  to  him 
to  countermarch  toward  Clinton,  reporting  to  General  Brown  there.  I 
will  collect  and  march  to-morrow  afternoon,  via  Lone  Jack,  from  200  to 
300  cavalry,  with  four  howitzers. 

THOMAS  EWIKG,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  October  G,  18G3. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

What  force  is  at  Fort  Scott  % I sent,  on  the  4th  instant,  to  General 
Blunt,  tendering  re-enforcements,  but  hear  nothing  from  him.  He  is  at 
Fort  Scott.  Colonel  Weer,  with  400  to  500,  is  at  or  about  Bose  Hill, 
where  500  guerrillas  were  reported  on  the  4th  instant.  I will  concen- 
trate down  the  line  toward  West  Point.  The  troops  down  there  are 
instructed  to  respond  to  General  BlunUs  calls  for  re-enforcements.  The 
guerrillas  have  nearly  all  left  my  district.  I think  Shelby  will  not  come 
north  of  Fort  Scott,  or,  if  he  comes,  will  scatter  his  troops  to  make  a few 
raids,  and  then  disperse  for  the  winter. 

THOMAS  EWIKG,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 

Not  found ; but  see  Schofield  to  Ewing,  October  4,  p.  G03;  October  6,  p.  609 ; and 
Ewing  to  Schofield,  October  6,  p,  609. 
t Not  found. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  6, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing, 

Kansas  City,  Mo. : 

From  last  accounts  which  I sent  you,  I infer  thart  Shelby  is  not  going 
to  Fort  Scott,  and  that  the  guerrillas  from  your  district  and  General 
Brown’s  have  joined  him.  He  is  evidently  concentrating  all  the  force 
he  can  raise  for  a blow  somewhere.  We  must  concentrate  force  enough 
to  beat  him,  and  attack  him  as  soon  as  possible.  When  he  scatters,  we 
will  have  to  do  the  same.  I think  you  should  concentrate  at  least  1,000 
men  in  the  southern  part  of  your  district,  and  move  upon  Shelby,  if  he 
comes  within  reach.  If  your  force  can  join  General  Brown’s,  so  much 
the  better.  He  was  at  Clinton,  in  Henry  County,  to-day.  According 
to  last  returns,  Fort  Scott  is  strong  to  resist  any  attack  Shelby  can 
make. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaulcee,  Wis.,  October  6,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

' General-in-Chief,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  : Dispatches  from  General  Sully,  dated  September  19,  have 
been  received.  He  reports  that  he  is  about  to  hold  a council  with  the 
largest  of  the  bands  of  the  hostile  Sioux  north  and  east  of  the  Missouri 
Kiver,  who  earnestly  desire  to  make  peace.  The  Blackfeet  also  have 
sued  to  him  for  peace.  It  is  very  easy  now  to  make  peace  with  all  the 
hostile  Indians,  but,  in  my  judgment,  hardly  judicious,  until  they  have 
been  further  punished  and  humiliated  by  an  active  cavalry  campaign  next 
season,  from  the  Upper  Missouri.  As  such  a campaign  will  be  conducted 
wholly  on  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri  Biver,  it  should  properly  be 
directed  from  Saint  Louis.  Indian  hostilities  and  military  operations 
against  hostile  Indians  have  been  transferred  by  this  summer’s  cam- 
I)aign  so  far  to  the  northwest  that  neither  Saint  Paul  nor  Milwaukee 
is  a proper  point  from  which  to  direct  them.  Saint  Louis  is  the  place 
from  which  supplies  of  every  description  must  be  drawn,  and  as  it  has 
direct  and  constant  communication  with  the  Upper  Missouri  and  with 
the  regions  south  of  that  river,  it  is  the  proper  point  for  the  headquar- 
ters of  a military  department  conducting  such  operations. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Northwest, 

No.  40.  f Milwauhee,  Wis.,  October  6,  1863. 

Oapt.  M.  J.  Asch,  aide-de-camp,  is  assigned  to  duty  as  chief  of  cav- 
alry on  the  staff  of  the  major-general  commanding. 

The  commander  of  each  district  will  select,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  commander'  of  the  department,  a competent  officer  to  act  as 
chief  of  cavalry  on  his  staff. 

The  names  of  officers  so  selected  will  be  forwarded  without  delay  to 
department  headquarters,  for  the  approval  of  the  commanding  general. 


613 


Chap.  XXXIV  ] CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 

Each  district  chief  of  cavalry  will  report  by  letter  to  Captain  Asch 
for  instructions. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Pope  : 

J.  E.  MELINE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


. War  Department, 

Washington^  October  6,  1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  LouiSy  Mo. : 

It  is  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  War  that  the  Second  Colorado  In- 
fantry is  ordered  from  Fort  Smith  to  Springfield.  Is  it  possible  that 
more  troops  are  required  in  Missouri  while  we  hold  the  line  of  the  Ar- 
kansas Eiver!  It  would  seem  that,  instead  of  moving  troops  north 
from  that  line,  it  should  be  strengthened  by  sending  more  troops  south. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  6,  1863 — 9 p.  m. 
Major-General  Halle ck. 

Genera  I-  in-  Chief : 

Your  dispatch  relative  to  the  Second  Colorado  is  received.  I have 
sent  two  regiments  south,  from  Springfield  and  vicinity,  since  the  cap- 
ture of  Fort  Smith,  and  was  about  to  send  another  when  I received 
information  of  Shelby^s  raid,  of  which  I informed  you  to-day.  I am 
trying  to  distribute  my  troops  with  reference  to  their  fitness  for  peculiar 
service,  and  at  the  same  time  re-enforce  the  line  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver. 
Moreover,. the  Second  Colorado  is  an  incomplete  regiment,  which  I wish 
to  consolidate  with  the  Third,  and  am  bringing  them  together  for  that 
purpose.  When  I dispose  of  Shelby,  I propose  to  send  a still  larger 
force  south.  Surely  I have  shown  no  disposition  to  withhold  troops 
from  the  front. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  October  7,  1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis : 

The  dispatch  sent  to  the  War  Department,  in  regard  to  the  Second 
Colorado  Eegiment,  was  intended  to  injure  you,  and  I wished  your  ex- 
planation. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief 


Headquarters, 
Clintony  Mo.y  October  7,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Coffee,  with  2,000  men  and  three  irieces  of  artillery,  occupied  Stockton 
yesterday,  at  3 p.  m.  The  militia  retired  to  Osceola,  and  brought  the 
report.  I have  sent  expresses  to  hurry  up  the  re-enforcements,  and  ex- 
pect to  meet  him  by  the  time  he  can  cross  the  Osage.  Four  hundred' 
guerrillas  passed  40  miles  southwest  of  iiere  Saturday,  going  soutli. 
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They  have  formed  a junction  with  Coffee  by  this  time.  I have  sent  a 
disi^atch  to  General  Ewing,  and  advised  his  command  in  the  border  of 
the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

E.  B.  BBOWK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Brigadier-General  EwaNa : 


Headquarters  Troops  in  the  Field, 

Clinton.)  Mo.^  Octoher  7,  1803. 


C('£fee  and  Shelby,  with  2,000  men  and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  passed 
Stockton,  coming  north,  at  3 p.  m.,  yesterday.  By  to-morrow,  I shall 
be  able  to  concentrate  sufficient  force  to  prevent  their  advance  on  this 
line,  and  hojie  you  will  be  able  to  prevent  a movement  through  Cass. 
Please  direct  commanding  officers  of  troops  on  the  border  to  co-operate 
with  me. 

E.  B.  BBOWK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Clinton,  Mo.,  Octoher  7,  1863 — 7.30  p.  m. 

Brigadier- General  Ewing  : 

Aly  force  will  be  concentrated  to  move  on  the  enemy  by  to  morrow 
morning  if  lie  makes  his  appearance,  and  will  co-operate  with  your 
command.  Nothing  is  heard  from  the  enemy.  Your  troops  in  Bates 
(k)unty  have  been  informed  by  me  of  the  movements  from  the  south. 

E.  B.  BBOWN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Octoher  7, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  Brown,  Sedalia,  Mo. : 

General  Ewing  will  be  at  Pleasant  Hill  to-night  with  500  men  and 
five  howitzers.  Colonel  Weer  is  in  Butler  or  Vernon  County,  near  the 
Osage,  with  500  men.  He  is  ordered  to  move  toward  Clinton  and  re- 
port to  you. 

.Communicate  with  Weer  and  Ewing,  and  direct  their  movements  ac- 
cording to  your  information  of  those  of  the  enemy.  Keep  me  advised 
of  everything. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Sub-District, 

Warrenshurg,  Octoher  7,  1863. 


General  Brown, 

Commanding  Central  District^  Clinton^  Mo. : 


General:  I will  leave  here  at  daylight  in  the  morning.  Two  com- 
panies have  come  in.  I think  the  Lexington  (three)  companies  will  be 
in  to-night. 

Very  respectfully, 

B.  E.  LAZEAB, 

Lieut.  Col.  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry^  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Oi^ntral  District  of  Missouri, 

Jefferson  Citi/,  Mo.^  October  7,  1863. 

Brig.  Geu.  E.  B.  Brown, 

Commanding  Central  Missouri^  in  the  Field  : 

General:  A i)arty  of  about  80  guerrillas  crossed  the  river  on  the 
night  of  the  4th,  5 miles  this  side  of  Arrow  Bock,  going  south.  They 
hailed  the  Fannie  Ogden,  and,  on  her  refusing  to  land,  fired  some  forty 
or  fifty  shots  at  her.  No  one  hurt,  and  she  succeeded  in  making  her 
escape ; went  on  up  to  Arrow  Bock  and  reported  to  commanding  officer, 
who  dispatched  Colonel  Hall  immediately  on  receipt  of  the  information. 
I dispatched  Colonel  Philips,  directing  him  to  send  a force  to  co-operate 
with  Colonel  Hall,  and  suggested  that  they  would  probably  make  for 
the  Blackwater  country.  Have  not  heard  from  them  since.  Mrs.  Brown 
arrived  yesterday  j she  is  well.  Blodgett  is  here.  I inclose  copy  of 
order  issued,*  as  directed  by  you. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  H.  STEGEB, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  7,  1863. 
Commanding  Officer,  Lebanon,  Mo.  : 

I have  sent  down  infantry  in  wagons,  a section  of  artillery,  and  some 
cavalry,  from  Bolla,  to  re-enforce  you.  Shelby  may  turn  east  and  south, 
passing  near  Lebanon.  If  possible,  I will  make  you  strong  enough  to 
intercept  him,  or  at  least  to  hold  your  position.  Keep  scouts  out  to  the 
west  and  northwest,  and  get  early  information  of  Shelby’s  movements, 
and  keej)  me  informed. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  7,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Davies,  Bolla,  Mo. : 

Send  as  much  infantry  as  you  can  spare,  and  one  section  of  artillery, 
to  Lebanon,  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  there.  Send  the  infantry 
in  wagons,  and  let  them  move  rapidly.  I will  send  a battalion  of  cav- 
alry from  Saint  Louis  to  join  them.  Send  also  the  cavalry  which  is 
between  Bolla  and  Lebanon.  Let  the  mail  stop  for  a few  days. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Pleasant  Hill,  October  7, 1863—11.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

No  news  from  Colonel  Weer  or  General  Brown,  or  other  sources.  Will 
march  to-morrow  toward  Bose  Hill,  unless  information  received  induces 
me  to  take  different  course.  By  day  after  to-morrow  my  force  will  ex- 
ceed the  statement  in  my  last  dispatch  by  200  men  and  two  pieces  of 
artillery ; it  now  equals  it.  Will  receive  messenger  sent  to  Bose  Hill 
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by  Friday  morning,  via  Warrensburg,  or  via  Kansas  City.  I will  from 
there  communicate  with  General  Brown.  Have  already  sent  messenger 
to  Warrensburg  for  information. 

THOMAS  EWING,  ^ 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City,  ilfo.,  October  7,  1803. 

Col.  E.  Lynde, 

Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troops  on  the  Border : 


Colonel:  The  general  commanding  has  left,  with  about  400  men, 
going  south,  via  Pleasant  Hill  and  Harrisonville,  with  a view  to  co-oper- 
ate with  General  Brown,  and,  if  possible,  to  meet  Shelby^s  force,  said  to 
be  advancing  into  General  Brownes  district  from  the  southwest,  and  has 
directed  me  to  instruct  you  to  devote  the  troops  under  your  command 
to  reconnoitering  and  to  guarding  the  line,  keeping  him  advised  daily, 
by  messengers,  via  Harrisonville,  in  addition  to  the  daily  station  re- 
ports at  these  headquarters. 

The  general  also  directs  that  if  you  have  a larger  force  at  Trading 
Post  than  you  deem  necessary  for  the  above  purpose,  that  you  send  a 
part  to  other  stations  and  points  along  the  line  so  as  best  to  guard  it; 
and  that  you  instruct  the  commanders  of  stations  on  the  line,  under 
your  command,  in  case  of  an  invasion  of  Kansas,  to  send  messengers  in 
every  direction  instantly  to  convey  information  to  the  citizens  and  the 
stations  of  militia  and  the  regular  volunteer  troops,  instructing  them  to 
kill  the  horses  they  ride,  if  necessary  to  make  time,  and  to  follow  the 
invading  force  with  every  man  at  their  respective  stations,  if  necessary, 
but  at  all  events  to  follow  at  once  without  waiting  for  other  troops  from 
other  stations. 

Shelby  passed  through  Greenfield  yesterday  morning  with  a force  of 
2,000,  said  to  be  bearing  northeast.  General  Brown  was  at  Clinton  day 
before  yesterday  at  12  m.,  and  must  have  some  force  there  or  in  that 
vicinity. 

The  general  will  have  about  1,000  men,  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  and 
two  sections  of  artillery,  including  Colonel  WeePs  command. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  HADLEY, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


White  Rock  Prairie,  near  Pineville,  Mo., 

October  7,  1863 — 7 a.  m. 


Col.  J.  Edwards, 

Commanding  Springfield,  Mo.  : 


Before  I left  Fayetteville,  Brooks  was  understood  to  be  east  of  Hunts- 
ville, with  600  men  ; Brown  at  Rhea’s  Mills,  with  200 ; Coffee  near  Cane 
Hill,  with  250;  Hunter  somewhere  west  of  me,  with  300;  Tuck  Smith, 
on  Upper  White  River,  with  200,  and  Ingraham  near  Cross  Hollows, 
with  75.  None  of  these  bands  were  to  be  feared  at  Fayetteville,  unless 
they  concentrate,  and  your  order  was  so  peremptory  that  I could  not 
make  use  of  my  own  discretion  and  knowledge  of  rebels  in  the  neigh- 
borhood to  insure  the  safety  of  the  place.  The  facts  above  were  tele- 
graphed to  General  McNeil,  and  I supi)osed  had  been  received.  Since 
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leaving,  I Lave  obtained  the  following  information,  which  1 think  is 
reliable  : Shelby  was  joined  on  Sunday,  near  Pineville,  by  Hunter  and 
Coffee,  making  his  force  over  1,500  men.  He  left  a piece  of  artillery 
with  Brooks,  at  Huntsville.  Brooks  has  600  men.  He  has  moved  to 
Black’s  Mills,  20  miles  north  of  Fayetteville.  Brown  joined  him  there 
on  Sunday,  and  Tuck  Smith  and  Ingraham  have  probably  done  the 
same.  Fayetteville  is  in  great  danger  and  must  be  re-enforced.  I had 
to  send  the  paymaster  south  with  a very  small  escort,  in  order  to  obey 
your  orders.  Were  I at  liberty,  I would  march  by  way  of  Cassville  and 
Berryville  and  attack  Brooks.  Some  one  should  do  it  at  once. 

I leave  for  Newtonia  this  morning.  I marched  41  miles  yesterday 
with  Stark’s  battery. 

M.  LA  EUE  HAERISON, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Melville,  Dade  County,  Missouri, 

October  7,  1863 — 7 p.  m. 


Major-General  Schofield  : 


The  enemy  are  leaving  Greenfield.  Eeported  he  was  going  by  Stock- 
ton,  but  I have  since  learned  from  scouts  that  he  will  leave  Stockton  on 
the  right,  and  cross  the  Osage  at  Hoffman’s  Ferry,  8 miles  above  Osceola. 
Prisoners  taken  report  Shelby’s  strength  at  2,600  and  three  pieces  of 
artillery.  Captain  Morris,  of  the  Seventh  Provisional  Eegiment  En- 
rolled Missouri  Militia  had  4 prisoners  taken,  about  25  horses,  2 mule- 
teams,  and  25  rifles  and  muskets.  The  men  made  their  escape.  I shall 
make  forced  marches,  and  follow  the  enemy  as  long  as  there  is  a pros- 
pect of  overtaking  them.  Majt)r  Eno,  with  300  of  the  Eighth  Missouri 
State  Militia,  has  just  joined  me.  General  Holland,  with  about  300 
men,  will  probably  join  me  early  to-morrow  morning.  All  the  informa- 
tion I have  been  able  to  obtain  leads  me  to  believe  that  Sedalia  is  the 
point  for  which  the  enemy  is  striking. 

• JNO.  EDWAEDS, 

Colonel.)  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Boclcj  October  7,  1863. 

Col.  Powell  Clayton, 

Commanding  Post,  Pine  Bluff : 


Colonel  : By  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding,  you  are 
authorized  to  permit  the  enrollment  of  companies  of  loyal  citizens  for 
defense  of  themselves  and  their  families.  You  will,  in  giving  such  au- 
thority, particularly  provide  that  the  members  of  such  organizations 
shall  be  subject  to  all  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  United  States 
Army.  You  will  further  prescribe  the  particular  locality  in  which  each 
company  shall  operate,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  competent  military 
authority. 

You  are  further  authorized  to  issue  to  such  organizations  arms  and 
ammunition,  and,  when  on  duty  and  needful  for  the  service,  a limited 
amount  of  subsistence.  It  is,  however,  desired  that  these  organizations 
shall  subsist  upon  the  enemies  of  the  Government  as  far  as  practicable. 

In  issuing  arms,  either  those  captured  or  other  United  States  arms 
in  your  custody,  tor  which  your  own  troops  have  no  use,  you  will  be 
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particular  to  take  receipts  of  the  most  responsible  parties  you  can  get 
to  become  bondsmen  for  a proper  account  therefor. 

All  organizations  under  this  direction  you  will  at  once,  after  forma- 
tion, report  to  these  headquarters. 

i am,  respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

[F.  H.  MANTER,] 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  Oetoher  8, 1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis  : 

Application  has  been  made  to  mount  the  Third  Colorado  Infantry. 
Is  it  deemed  necessary  or  advisable  to  mount  that  regiment  ? Please 
report. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  Octoher  8,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Robert  Allen, 

Saint  Louis,  IIo. : 

General  : The  burning  of  steamers  on  the  Mississippi  River  is  really 
a very  serious  matter.  I have  but  few  suggestions  to  make  at  this  mo- 
ment, but  will  keep  it  in  my  mind  and  write  again.  I think  every  boat 
should  have  one  or  more  good  detectives  on  board.  When  it  arrives  at 
the  levee,  guards  should  be  placed  on  and  around  it,  to  keep  off  all  per- 
sons except  those  who  have  passes.  The  Secretary  of  War  will  offer  a 
reward  of  $10,000  for  every  man  detected  and  convicted.  He  will  also 
send  a circular  letter  to  the  boards  of  trade  at  Cincinnati  and  other 
Western  river  cities  to  make  suggestions  and  to  assist  in  detecting  the 
incendiaries.  They  may  also  furnish  the  names  of  good  steamboat  de- 
tectives. If  any  of  these  incendiaries  are  caught  they  should  be  tried 
by  a military  commission,  and,  if  found  guilty,  immediately  hung.  In 
such  a case  we  cannot  wait  for  the  slow  operations  off  a civil  court. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Oetoher  8, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Davies  : 

The  rebels  were  at  Warsaw  this  morning;  they  will  probably  be 
driven  back  toward  Lebanon. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Octoher  8,  1863. 
Commanding  Officer,  Jefferson  City,  Mo.: 

My  latest  information  is  that  the  rebels  under  Shelby  moved  from 
Warsaw  toward  Jefferson  City  this  morning:  Obtain  and  forward  ac- 
curate information  as  soon  as  possible.  Alake  all  preparations  for  de- 
fense. I will  send  re-enforcements  from  Saint  Louis. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  8,  1868. 

Maj.  James  H.  Steger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Jefferson  City^  Mo.  : 

What  force  have  at  Jefferson  City?  The  rebels  may  march  on 
Jefferson  City  via  Versailles.  Do  not  run  any  risk  of  losin^^  that  place 
by  moving  up  to  Tipton  or  Syracuse.  Better  call  in  all  the  troops  from 
that  direction  to  Jefferson  City,  and  let  Colonel  Hall  try  to  join  General 
Brown  if  he  is  comxielled  to  leave  Sedalia ; at  all  events  concentrate 
your  troops,  and  on  no  account  allow  yourself  to  be  cut  off  from  Jeffer- 
son City.  1 am  sending  you  re-enforcements.  The  rebel  force  is  x^i’ob- 
ably  about  2,000  strong. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  8, 1863. 
Commanding  Officer^  Lebanon^  Mo. : 

The  rebels  reached  Warsaw  this  morning,  and  are  rexiorted  still  going 
north.  They  will  xirobably  be  driven  back  near  Lebanon.  Ee-enforce- 
ments  will  reach  you  to-day,  and  more  to-morrow.  Do  all  in  your  xiower 
to  intercept  the  rebels.  Colonel  Edwards  is  in  pursuit  from  Springfield. 
Send  this  information  to  him  by  several  messengers.  Answer. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

• Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  8,  1863. 
Colonel  Gravely,  Lebanon.,  Mo. : 

The  rebels  have  gone  north  of  the  Osage,  at  Warsaw,  and  must  re- 
turn somewhere  east  of  that  place.  They  are  probably  2,000  strong. 
As  soon  as  you  can  raise  force  enough  to  fight  them  and  detain  them, 
even  for  a few  hours,  move  in  a northwesterly  direction,  and  try  to  ox3en 
communication  with  Colonel  Edwards,  so  as  to  prevent  the  rebels  from 
escax)ing  between  you  and  him,  until  General  Brown  can  come  down 
upon  them.  Advise  me  every  few  hours  of  your  movements  and  your 
information. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  8,  1863. 
Col.  George  H.  Hall,  Sedalia.,  Mo. : 

Send  information  of  the  rebels’  movements  to  General  Ewing,  at  Eose 
Hill,  and  inform  him  he  should  move  eastward  and  join  General  Brown, 
if  he  has  no  other  instruction  from  the  general.  Answer. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  8,  1863. 
Colonel  Edwards,  Springfield,  Mo.: 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  received.  The  enemy  was  at  Warsaw 
this  iQorning,  probably  making  for  Sedalia.  He  cannot  well  escax)e  to 
the  west,  but  will  x>robably  be  driven  back  toward  Lebanor,.  If  you 
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can  get  up  so  as  to  intercept  him  as  he  tries  to  recross  the  Osage,  do 
so.  I am  concentrating  a force  at  Lebanon^  to  co-operate  with  you. 
Send  numerous  scouts  to  keep  you  informed  of  the  rebels’  movements. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  8,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Guitar, 

* Macon  City,  Mo. : 

Shelby,  with  about  2,000  rebels,  has  made  his  way  north  as  far  as 
Warsaw.  He  cannot,  probably,  get  much  farther,  but  may  possibly 
strike  for  Jefferson  City.  Send  to  that  place  whatever  force  you  can 
spare,  and  can  reach  there  within  twenty-four  hours. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  in  the  Field, 

Warsaw,  October  8,  1863 — 5.30  a.  m. 

General  E.  B.  Brown: 

I have  been  here  an  hour.  I have  positive  information  that  the 
enemy’s  whole  force  moved  out  on  the  road  to  Sedalia6  miles  yesterday 
evening,  October  7,  an  hour  by  sun.  They  were  moving  on  north  the 
last  heard  from  them.  It  ^ems  pretty  generally  believed  that  the  forces 
number  1,500  well-armed  men,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery.  Coffee  and 
Shelby  are  both  along  ; don’t  know  which  in  command.  They  robbed 
the  place  clean.  There  are  conflicting  reports  about  Captain  [Abraham] 
Darst.  Some  say  he  was  captured ; others  say  not.  I will  move  from 
here  at  9 o’clock,  on  the  Sedalia  road,  and  will  keep  you  posted.  My  nH3n 
and  horses  very  much  worn  out.  The  rebels  said  here  they  intended  to 
take  Sedalia  and  Jefferson  City. 

1 am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

EMOEY  S.  FOSTEE, 

Major  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

P.  S. — Fifty  of  these  whelps  go  in  advance  with  a Federal  flag  and 
Federal  clothing.  I go  on  the  Sedalia  road,  and  will  gather  informa- 
tion. The  companies  of  the  Fifth  Provisional  are  so  worn  out  that  they 
can  be  of  no  further  service  on  a scout.  I send  them  on  the  road  to 
Clinton.  They  will  wait  for  orders  at  Leesville. 


Headquarters, 

Sedalia,  Mo.,  October  8,  1863 — 9 o’clock. 

General  E.  B.  Brown: 


Our  scouts  that  went  out  last  night  have  all  returned.  They  bring 
no  news  of  either  the  enemy  or  yourself.  General  Schofield  wishes  to 
communicate  with  you.  I sent  an  order  ^yesterday  evening  from  Gen- 
eral Schofield  to  General  Ewing,  ordering  him  to  bear  in  an  eastwardly 
direction.  Colonel  Hall  is  here  with  his  force  from  Saline  County.  I 
have  ordered  out,  and  organized  and  armed,  all  the  citizens  of  this  place. 
We  are  determined  to  defend  it  at  all  hazards.  Anxious  to  hear  from 
you  ] heard  nothing  from  you  or  the  enemy  since  yesterday  morning. 

Yours,  with  respect, 

WM.  GENTEY, 

Major,  Commanding  Post. 
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Harrisonville,  Mo.,  October  8,  1863— G p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 

NTothing  yet  from  Colonel  Weer,  but  expect  advices  at  Austin  by 
morning  from  him  and  General  Brown  direct.  Telegrams  from  General 
Brown,  received  to-day,  that  he  would  be  strong  enough  to  check 
enemy  at  Clinton  by  to-night,  induced  me  to  turn  southwest  toward 
Austin,  instead  of  going  through  Eose  Hill. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


Special  Orders,  1 Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  275.  j Saint  Louis,  October  8,  1863. 

* * # # # * * 

VII.  Paragraph  I,  General  Orders,  No.  110,  current  series,  from  these 
headquarters,  is  hereby  declared  inoperative  and  of  no  efiect  in  the  city 
of  Saint  Louis. 

* * # * # # # 

IX.  Brig.  Gen.  James  Totten  will  proceed  at  once  to  Jefferson  City, 
Mo.,  and  assume  command  of  all  troops  in  that  vicinity.  ♦ * * Maj. 
Lucien  J.  Barnes,  assistant  adjutant-general,  will  report  to  Brig.  Gen. 
James  Totten  for  duty. 

X.  The  Seventh  Eegiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  are  hereby  called 
into  active  service.  Col.  George  E.  Leighton,  commanding,  will  report 
for  orders  to  Colonel  Livingston,  First  Nebraska  Infantry,  commanding 
post  of  Saint  Louis. 

XI.  Colonel  Livingston  will  send  all  his  available  infantry  and  one 
section  of  artillery,  without  delay,  to  Jefferson  City.  Upon  their  arrival 
at  Jefferson  City  the  commanding  officer  will  report  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  that  post. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

OLIVER  D.  GREENE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Army  of  Arkansas, 

No.  30.  j Little  BocTc,  October  8,  1863. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Rice  is  hereby  relieved  from  the  command  of  the 
Third  Division,  and  will  assume  command  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Third 
Division  of  the  Army  of  Arkansas. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Salomon  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  Third  Division  of  the  Army  of  Arkansas. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Steele : 

[GEORGE  O.  SOKALSKI,] 

First  Lieut.  Second  Cavalry,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  9,  1863. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

The  Third  Colorado  Infantry  has  only  six  companies.  In  my  opinion, 
it  ought  not  to  be  mustered  by  itself.  The  Second  and  Third  Colorado 
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together  would  make  nearly  a full  reginieut  of  cavalry.  I believe  it 
would  be  wise  to  make  this  consolidation,  and  mount  this  regiment  and 
the  First  Nebraska.  I will  then  be  able  to  dispense  with  .nearly  all 
the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  which  is  very  important.  Please  see  my 
letter  to  the  Adjutant- General,  dated  Seiitember  26. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis.,  Mo..,  October  9,  1863. 

Major-General  Halle CK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

General  Blunt  was  surprised  by  Quantrill,  south  of  Fort  Scott,  on 
the  7th  [6th].  Lost  54  of  his  staff  and  escort,  killed  and  prisoners,  and 
all  his  baggage.  Shelby^s  force,  of  which  I telegraphed  you  on  the  6th, 
has  reached  Syracuse.  My  troops  have  not  yet  been  able  to  strike,  but 
1 hope  will  bring  him  to  fight  soon. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  9, 1863. 
Colonel  Gravely,  Ijchanon,  Mo.:- 

From  the  best  information  I can  get,  Shelby  did  not  go  beyond  War- 
saw. He  is  probably  attempting  to  return  in  a southeasterly  direction. 
Tell  Colonel  Morton  to  keep  a sharp  lookout,  and  intercept  him,  if  pos- 
sible. If  he  can  detain  him  a short  time.  General  Brown  will  destroy 
him. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  9, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Sohofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  Saint  Louis  : 

Arrived  at  3 o’clock  this  afternoon.  Colonel  Hall  telegraphs  from 
Sedalia  as  follows : 

At  12  m.  enemy  moving  ont  of  Cole  Camp  on  the  Syracuse  road.  Advance  guard 
80  strong.  Large  number  of  men. 

No  news  here  of  General  Brown ; am  afraid  he  has  moved  in  the 
direction  of  Osceola.  I am  afraid  for  the  La  Mine  Bridge  to-night. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


Brigadier-General  Totten  : 


Saint  Louis,  October  9,  1863. 


I have  ordered  Hall  to  join  Brown  if  he  has  to  leave  Sedalia.  I take 
it  for  granted  Brown  is  after  Shelby. 

J.  M.  SOHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Jeffeeson  CITV,  Mo.,  October  1803. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

Had  I not  better  let  Sedalia  run  the  risk,  and,  by  concentrating  Colonel 
HalPs  force  with  the  troops  which  came  up  to-day,  including  Colonel 
Baumer’s  battalion  of  the  First  Nebraska,  try  and  save  the  La  Mine 
Bridge  ? The  stores  have  been  brought  here  from  Sedalia.  The  bridge 
is  of  more  consequence  than  Sedalia,  and  I do  not  think  the  rebels  will 
venture  as  far  west  as  Sedalia  anyhow. 

The  troops  (four  companies)  sent  up  by  this  morning’s  train  will  not 
exceed  300,  and  Colonel  Baumer’s  150 ; and  evidently  Hall  is  too  weak  to 
meet  the  rebels  himself,  and,  if  they  burn  La  Mine  Bridge,  HaU  will  fall 
into  their  hands  next,  unless  Brown  comes  up  in  time. 

Colonel  Hall  telegraphs  that  Major  Foster,  of  the  Seventh,  just  in,  re- 
ports General  Brown  advised  of  rebel  movements  at  7 p.  m.  yesterday, 
at  Osceola.  The  troops  leaving  Saint  Louis  this  a.  m.  have  arrived. 
Colonel  Baumer’s  command  came  on  the  train  with  me. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Brigadier-General  Totten  : 


Headquaeters, 
Saint  Louis ^ October  9,  1863. 


The  La  Mine  Bridge  is  more  important  than  Sedalia.  If  you  can  con- 
centrate force  enough  there  to  save  it,  do  so,  and  let  other  points  on  the 
road  go.  Brown’s  movements  will  probably  cover  Sedalia.  Anyhow, 
the  only  danger  I see  is  that  Hall,  by  moving  down  to  La  Mine,  will 
only  expose  himself  to  capture;  but  of  this  you  can  judge,  knowing 
what  force  you  can  get  to  La  Mine.  I can  reach  Sedalia,  via  Saint 
Joseph. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

, Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  October  9, 1863. 
Brigadier- General  Totten,  Jefferson  City : 

I have  ordered  Guitar  to  concentrate  his  available  force  at  Boou- 
ville.  Inform  the  commanding  officer  there  of  the  rebel  movements, 
aud  direct  him  to  prepare  for  defense.  That  place  must  be  held,  if 
possible. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  October  9,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Totten,  Jefferson  City  : 

I will  send  up  500  more  men  to-night.  It  is  important  to  save  the  La 
Mine  Bridge,  if  possible  ; but  do  not  leave  small  commands  to  be  cap- 
tured. Have  the  troops  who  went  up  this  morning  arrived  at  Jefferson  % 
Brown  was  at  Osceola  last  evening,  and  ignorant  of  tlie  true  condition. 
He  must  know  the  facts  by  this  time. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 
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Headquarters, 

. Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  9, 18G3. 

Brigadier-General  Totten: 

If  Shelby  left  Cole  Camp  at  12  o’clock  to-day,  as  reported,  he  must  be 
on  the  railroad  by  this  time ; hence  it  is  probably  too  late  to  save  the 
La  Aline  Bridge.  Yon  might  run  up  to  Tipton,  if  you  can  leave  force 
enough  at  Jehersou.  The  500  men  have  started.  If  you  do  not  go  up 
to  Tipton,  Crittenden  must,  of  course,  fall  back  ; it  is  of  no  use  to  stay 
and  be  captured. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  9,  1863. 

Alajor-General  Schofield  : 

Colonel  Crittenden  telegraphs  from  Tii)ton  as  follows: 

Captain  Wear,  commanding  Boonville  garrison,  was  ordered  to  Sedalia  last  night. 
Rebels  coming.  No  force  here  of  consequence. 

Guitar  must  take  care  of  Boonville.  We  have  nothing  there  now. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  9,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

The  distance  of  Tix)ton  from  this  place  is  but  37  miles.  The  rebels 
being  mounted,  can  make  that  distance  by  a forced  march  in  one  day. 
If  they  should  intend  attacking  this  city,  their  threatening  Tijiton  is  only 
a feint  to  draw  troops  from  this  point,  while  they  by  a flank  movement 
might  be  moving  in  this  direction.  I do  not  think  it  wise  to  reduce  our 
force  here  until  more  is  known  of  the  enemy’s  movements,  nor  until  we 
can  move  a force  strong  enough  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  until  Brown 
comes  ui).  I shall  move  Crittenden  in  this  direction ; he  has  but  40 
men  under  his  command. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  9, 1863. 
Captain  Weer,  Commanding  Post,  Boonville: 

General  Guitar  will  concentrate  at  your  post  his  available  force.  Tbe 
rebels  under  Shelby  left  Cole  Camp,  moving  toward  Syracuse,  at  noon 
to-day.  Prepare  your  x)ost  for  defense,  and  hold  it,  if  attacked,  to  the 
last. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Totten : 

LUCIEN  J.  BAENES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  9,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  T.  Crittenden, 

Commanding  Tipton: 

It  would  be  well  for  you  to  get  all  engines  and  cars  to  this  i)oint,  if 
the  enemy  is  certainly  moving  on  you,  as  you  have  reported.  It  will  not 
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do  to  fail  iD  that.  I should  like  you  to  watch  the  enemy  as  long  as  you 
possibly  can  without  endangering  your  small  command.  Send  cars,  &c., 
and,  keeping  a locomotive,  watch  the  rebel  movements,  and  keep  me  in- 
formed. Brown  must  soon  be  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  9,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

It  is  too  late  to  do  anything  beyond  Tipton  now.  If  Crittenden  is 
correct  in  his  report  with  regard  to  the  rebels’  advance  on  Tipton,  I 
cannot  do  anything  for  Boonville  either,  and,  unless  Guitar  reaches 
that  place,  I fear  for  the  result  if  the  rebels  should  attack  it.  The  only 
hope  is  that  Brown  will  move  rapidly  and  overtake  the  rebels.  He  cer- 
tainly must  be  following  them. 

I have  nob  over  600  effective  men  to  defend  Jefferson.  It  evidently 
will  not  do  to  reduce  this  force  under  existing  circumstances.  I hope 
to-morrow  will  bring  the  500  additional  men  you  promised  me.  Would 
it  not  be  well  to  send  me  [ J.  M.]  Cockefair  I have  but  one  section  of 
artillery  here,  as  you  are  aware,  and  that,  I presume,  is  not  extra.  I 
expect  some  considerable  force  of  militia  to  report  to-morrow,  who  have 
been  called  out  by  General  Crawford.  I shall  hasten  this  matter  up. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  9,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

I have  not  force  enough  to  send  to  La  Mine,  now  that  the  enemy  is 
on  the  railroad.  My  whole  force  here  as  yet  would  not  be  strong 
enough  to  meet  the  rebels  along  the  road,  and  would  more  than  likely 
be  cut  off  in  their  effort  to  join  Hall.  Can  Ewing  not  send  some  troops 
to  Hall’s  assistance'?  You  can  reach  Hall  now  better  than  I can. 
Please  instruct  him  in  any  matter  of  importance  to  the  interests  of  his 
command.  Please  direct  Hall  to  keep  Brown  well  informed  of  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  by  frequent  expresses. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  9,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Brown,  in  the  Field  : 

By  going  to  Osceola  you  have  missed  the  enemy  entirely.  You  should 
move  northeasterly  and  strike  him  as  soon  as  possible.  Colonel  Ed- 
wards must  be  near  you;  if  you  can  bring  him  within  co-operating 
distance,  do  so. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  in  the  Field, 

Quincy^  Ifo.,  October  9,  1863 — 9.30  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Brown: 

General  : In  order  to  keep  to  the  south  of  the  enemy,  I shall  go 
into  camp  here,  and  General  Holland,  with  his  cotsmand,  amounting  to 
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over  GOO  men,  will  move  immediately  on  to  Osceola,  and  remain  there 
until  he  receives  advices  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  I have  sent 
oat  a small  force  to  Warsaw  (80  men).  Will  you  keep  me  advised  of  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  as  far  as  you  are  able*?  We  will  probably 
remain  here  to-night,*  unless  advised  of  new  movements. 

JNO.  EDWAllDS, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  9, 1863. 

Brigadier- General  Ewing  : 

The  enemy  in  force  has  passed  east  of  General  Brown,  and  is  moving 
north ; is  near  Syracuse  this  evening.  You  should  move  to  or  beyond 
Warrensburg,  so  as  to  co-operate  with  General  Brown,  and  interrupt 
the  rebels  if  they  turn  west,  unless  your  presence  is  required  in  the 
southern  portion  of  your  district,  of  which  I have  no  knowledge. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, . 

Major -Oeneral. 


Six  Miles  Southeast  of  Austin,  Mo., 

October  9,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  LouiSj  Mo. : 

Advices  of  taking  Warsaw  yesterday  morning  just  reach  me  from 
Clinton.  I turn  toward  Eose  Hill  and  Warrensburg,  as  Colonel  Lazear 
suggests,  and  expect  to  join  Weer  near  Kose  Hill.  General  Brown 
started  toward  Osceola  yesterday.  One  or  the  other  of  us  will  pretty 
surely  strike  Shelby.  With  Weer’s  command,  I will  be  strong  enough, 
1 think. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis j October  9,  1863 — 10  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Ewing,  in  the  Field  : 

Your  dispatch  of  6 a.  m.  to-day  is  read.  Shelby  is  near  Syracuse  to- 
night. General  Brown  must  be  not  far  from  Sedalia  or  Cole  Camp.  I 
think  you  should  move  toward  Warrensburg,  as  I telegraphed  you  this 
morning.  Perhaps  Colonel  Weer  should  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort 
Scott.  Of  this  vou  can  judge. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Nine  Miles  Southeast  of  Austin,  Mo., 

October  9,  1863 — 1.30  p.  m. 

Lieutenant  Hadley, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Inclosed  is  copy  of  a dispatch  from  Colonel  Lazear,*  in  conformity 
with  which  I turn  toward  Eose  Hill  and  Warrensburg,  and  expect  to 
join  Weer  above  Eose  Hill.  Have  sent  to  Colonel  Lynde  to  join  me,  if 
Quan trill  is  out  of  the  way  ; otherwise  not. 


Not  found. 
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Use  your  cavalry  to  cover  Indepeudence,  and,  a*t  the  same  time, 
Pleasant  Hill.  I don’t  think  they  will  go  so  far  northwest. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier^  General. 


Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  October  9, 18G3. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

My  command  are  nearly  all  in  the  lower  counties.  I will  send  200 
cavalry  to  Kolia  to-night,  and  will  dispatch  a messenger  from  Oentre- 
ville  to  Alton,  in  Oregon  County,  where  1 have  200  men,  and  order  them 
to  move  to  Kolia  forthwith. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

* Brigadier  ‘ General. 


Circular.]  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  9,  1863. 

In  obedience  to  Paragraph  IX  of  Special  Orders,  No.  275,  dated 
Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October 
8,  1863,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  temporarily  the  command  of 
all  troops  in  this  vicinity,  in  the  absence  of  Brigadier-General  Brown 
in  the  field. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  276.  I Saint  Louis,  October  9,  1863. 

*##***# 
y.  In  the  absence  of  Brigadier-General  Strong,  commanding  District 
of  Saint  Louis,  Col.  K.  K.  Livingston,  First  Nebraska  Infantry,  will  as- 
sume command  thereof,  excepting  Benton  Barracks. 

'*  * * * . * * * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

OLIVEK  D.  GKEENE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

War  Department, 
Washington,  October  10,  1863 — 10.25  a.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

You  are  authorized  to  consolidate  the  Second  and  Third  Colorado 
Kegiments  and  mount  them  j and  also  to  mount  the  First  Nebraska 
Kegiment. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General- in-  Chief. 


Tipton,  Mo.,  October  10,  1863. 

General  Totten  : 

Just  in  on  locomotive.  Discovered  100  rebels  3 miles  from  town,  on 
railroad.  Drove  them  back;  killed  1.  All  around  us.  We  have  fallen 
back  with  locomotive. 

T.  T.  CKITTENDEN, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 
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Jefpeeson  City,  Mo., 

October  10,  1863 — 9.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Colonel  Cole,  with  his  command,  arrived  at  6 o’clock  this  morning. 
This  command  gives  me  about  1,100  men  at  this  point.  I hope  addi- 
tional militia  in  to-day,  and  then  if  I can  leave  Jefi'erson  City  out  of 
danger,  I will  propose  a movement  up  the  road.  Crittenden,  who  re- 
mains up  the  road,  telegraphs  as  follows  from  California : 

Just  in  on  locomotive.  Discovered  100  rebels  3 miles  west  of  Tipton,  on  railroad. 
Drove  them  back  ; killed  1.  All  around  Tipton.  We  have  fallen  back  with  locomotive. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis y October  10,  1863 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Totten,  Jefferson  City : 

Let  Crittenden  go  to  Boonville.  No  troops  yet  from  Pope. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


California,  October  10, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

There  have  men  come  in  since  ray  arrival,  stating  the  numbers  of  the 
rebels  at  Tipton  to  be  from  300  to  800.  Colonel  [F.  J.]  Hickox  has  only  15 
mounted  men  here.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brutsche  reports  his  command 
without  rations  and  have  had  no  supper,  and  one  company  with  five, 
one  with  teu,  and  another  with  fifteen  rounds  to  the  man.  I cannot 
raise  175  mounted  men  here,  and  they  are  without  ammunition  or  ra- 
tions. Shall  I start  ? 

N.  COLE, 

Colonel  Second  Missouri  Artillery. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  [October]  10,  [1863.] 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield: 

Cole  now  reports  the  enemy  from  300  to  800  strong  at  Tipton,  and 
says  Colonel  Hickox’s  men  are  not  mounted.  I will  direct  Cole  to  re- 
connoiter  the  enemv,  and  report  result  to-morrow  morning. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier- General. 


California,  October  10, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

1 now  have  251  cavalry,  320  infantry,  and  16  artillery ; total,  587 
men.  Part  of  them  have  some  rations  and  others  none.  Please  send 
rations  for  all,  and  5,000  rounds  of  ammunition,  caliber  .58.  Colonel 
Hickox  has  about  300  men,  most  of  them  not  mounted;  those  that  are 
have  gone  out  scouting.  No  more  news  from  Tipton  yet. 

N.  COLE, 

Colonel  Second  Missouri  Artillery. 


629 


Chap.  XXXIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 

Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  10,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  N.  Cole, 

Commanding  California^  Mo. : 

Take  all  your  available  cavalry  and  the  piece  of  artillery,  and  strike 
the  rebels  and  pursue  them.  Look  out  carefully  that  you  do  not  come 
in  contact  with  either  Kelly  or  Lazear,  mentioned  in  last  dispatch. 
Communicate  and  act  in  concert  with  them,  if  you  possibly  can.  Leave 
a reliable  officer  in  charge  of  the  foot  troops  in  your  command,  and 
direct  him  to  communicate  in  your  absence  with  me.  I may  bring  them 
back.  Let  me  hear  from  you  often. 

JAS.  TOTTEK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  [October]  10,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

I have  just  heard  from  Brown.  He  is  at  Sedalia.  Lazear  passed 
Cole  Camp  last  evening  in  x)ursuit,  and  Major  Kelly  started  down  the 
road  from  Sedalia  this  morning.  Brown  says  the  rebels  are  breaking 
up  into  small  bands.  Let  all  your  effective  cavalry  join  in  the  pursuit. 
Your  infantry  will  be  ample  for  Jefferson  City.  I can  send  you  more 
to-morrow,  if  necessary. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


California,  October  10,  1863. 

Major  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

There  are  about  500  rebels  come  in  to  Tipton  at  11  o’clock  to-day ; 
burned  the  road  and  section  house.  I can’t  tell  where  they  are  going. 
I will  start  back  in  a few  minutes  with  about  100  men. 

THELEY, 

Cajgtain. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  10,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Depart7nent,  Saint  Louis  : 

I am  sending  Cole  with  all  the  men  he  brought  with  him,  excepting 
the  First  Nebraska  detachment,  about  300  men  and  one  piece  of  artil- 
lery, by  railroad,  and  six  companies  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  Cavalry, 
200  strong,  by  road,  to  march  on  Cole’s  flank.  Colonel  Crittenden  has 
arrived.  The  enemy  has  occupied  Tipton.  Colonel  Crittenden  volun- 
teers to  go  with  one  company,  by  river,  to  Boonville,  on  Isabella,  now 
here.  With  your  approbation,  I will  send  him.  Answer  quick.  Have 
your  troops  arrived  from  Pope  ? Can’t  you  send  me  a regiment  ? 

JAS.  TOTTEK, 

Brigadier- General. 


^ Jefferson  City,  Mo., 

October  10,  1863 — 8.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

I have  no  more  cavalry  to  send.  Cole  has  with  him  to-uight  at  Cal- 
ifornia 250  men,  he  took  from  this  place.  I expect  Colonel  Hickox,  of 
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tlie  militia,  to  have  as  many  more  in  addition  on  Cole’s  arrival.  Cole 
has  also  one  piece  of  artillery  with  him,  the  detachment  of  the  Sec- 
ond Missouri  Artillery,  and  the  convalescents  sent  from  Saint  Louis.  I 
will,  with  your  approbation,  direct  this  force  of  cavalry  and  the  piece 
of  artillery,  under  Cole,  to  pursue  the  rebels.  The  convalescents,  and 
other  footmen  with  Cole,  are  unfit  for  such  service. 

JAS.  TOTTEK, 

Brigadier-General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  10, 1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  1^.  Cole, 

Second  Missouri  Artillery ^ Comdg.  Troops^  Loolcout  Station : 

The  cavalry  should  be  certainly  by  this  hour  at  Lookout.  I prefer 
that  you  move  with  caution.  Your  command  is  too  important  to  allow 
of  any  risks,  and  there  is  a great  deal  if  you  run  your  train  at  night, 
where  it  is  possible  the  enemy  may  be  watching  for  you.  Let  your 
cavalry  fiank  your  movement,  and  keep  your  troops  carefully  on  the 
watch.  Let  me  hear  from  you  when  you  get  to  California. 

JAS.  TOTTE]^, 

Brigadier- General, 


Major-General  Schofield  : 


Jefferson  City,  Mo., 

October  10,  1863 — 7 p.  m. 


IVIcKissock,  general  pperintendent  of  the  railroad,  reached  Califor- 
nia from  Sedalia  on  horseback ; reports  he  saw  La  Mine  Bridge  and 
station-house  there  burned  last  night.  Eebels  are  in  possession  of 
Tipton.  Cole  will  be  in  California  to-night,  and  his  force,  when  joined 
by  militia  there,  will  number  nearly  800  men.  I sent  with  him  all  I 
could  spare.  I will  give  you  the  earliest  information  I can  get  regard- 
ing movements  of  rebels.  Crittenden  leaves  at  10  o’clock  to-night  with 
75  men. 

JAS.  TOTTEF, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  10,  1863—10  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Totten,  Jefferson  City : 

If  Cole  finds  the  enemy  scattered,  so  that  he  can  act  effectively  with 
his  small  force  of  cavalry  and  artillery,  let  him  join  in  the  pursuit. 
Some  of  them  will  doubtless  attempt  to  escape  across  the  Osage,  below 
Linn  Creek  ; perhaps  at  Tuscumbia.  Cole  might  act  with  effect  after 
such  parties. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  10,  1863 — 2 p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Totten,  Jefferson  City: 

If  the  rebels  retreat  and  cross  the  Osage,  advise  me  quickly,  and  as- 
near  as  possible  where  they  cross,  so  that  I may  order  movements  from 
below. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Oatobar  10,  18G3. 

Brigadier-General  Davies  : 

I think  it  would  be  well  to  call  in  your  troops  from  Houston  and 
Salem,  and  watch  the  passes  of  the  Gasconade  between  Kolia  and  Leb- 
anon. The  rebel  force  that  has  gone  north  of  the  Osage  may  try  to 
escape  between  Kolia  and  Lebanon.  General  Fisk  started  200  cavalry 
for  Kolia  last  night,  and  will  send  more  as  soon  as  he  can  call  them  in 
from  the  south. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Kolla,  Mo.,  October  10,  18G3— 1.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield: 

I had  thought  such  might  be  the  case,  and  the  Houston  troops  will  be 
in  to-day,  and  the  artillery  from  Salem  came  in  yesterday.  Sitton’s 
company  from  Cuba  came  in  here  yesterday,  by  my  orders.  I shall  not 
take  the  two  companies  from  Salem  till  the  last  moment,  and  then  to 
replace  troops  from  here  in  case  of  a movement.  I will  do  as  you  direct, 
but  would  wish  to  be  kept  advised  as  to  the  position  of  the  rebels. 

THOS.  A.  DAVIES, 

Brigadier- General.  ' 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  10,  18G3. 

Brigadier-General  Davies  : 

If  possible,  send  forward  force  enough  to  open  communication  with 
Lebanon;  it  is  important  for  me  to  get  orders  to  troops  beyond  that. 
General  McNeil  will  be  at  Kolla  this  p.  m.,  and  will  want  an  escort 
to  Lebanon.  If  the  rebels  cross  the  Gasconade,  it  will  probably  be  at 
mouth  of  Little  Pihey  or  Waynesville;  by  keeping  scouts  on  opposite 
side,  you  can  get  timely  information. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  10, 18G3. 

Brigadier-General  Davies: 

Kebels  in  possession  of  railroad  from  California  to  Syracuse  and  above. 
Nothing  new. 

CLOWKY. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  10, 18G3— G p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Brown,  Sedalia,  Mo.  : 

Glad  to  hear  from  you.*  Colonel  Morton  has  moved  up  from  Lebanoisi. 
He  and  Colonel  Edwards  are  ordered  to  watch  the  rebels  from  Warsaw 
to  Tuscumbia.  Ewing  is  moving  northeast,  via  Warrensburg.  Totten 
is  at  Jefferson  City  with  1,200  or  1,500  men,  mostly  infantry.  The 
enemy  was  on  the  railroad  near  Tipton  this  morning.  Try  to  corner 
him,  if  possible. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

* See  report  of  October  10,  18G3,  3 p.  m.,  Part  I,  p.  623. 
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Headquarters  Central  District  of  Missouri, 

Sedalia,  Mo.,  October  10,  1863 — 4 p.  m. 

Brig.  Geu.  James  Totten  : 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Lazear  is  following  the  enemy.  He  was  10  miles 
south  of  Otterville  at  9 a.  m.  to-day,  moving  northeast.  Major  Kelly, 
with  300  men,  is  on  the  line  of  the  Pacific  Kailroad,  between  here  and 
Tipton.  I have  ample  force  to  defend  this  place.  General  Ewing  is 
moving  toward  Warrensburg,  and  Colonel  Weer  is  at  Clinton. 

1 am,  trulv,  yours, 

E.  B.  BROWK, 

Brigadier- General. 


•Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo..,  October  10,  1863. 

Colonel  EoGtERS,  Cape  Girardeau  : 

Direct  your  forces  at  Bloomfield  to  keep  well  advised  of  any  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  below  them.  I am  somewhat  fearful  that  the  ras- 
cals are  concentrating  at  some  i)oint  to  make  a dash  on  one  or  more  of 
our  outposts.  How  many  fighting  men  have  you  at  Bloomfield  Have 
the  guns  been  removed  “I  Matters  are  getting  worse  on  the  western 
border,  and  the  success  of  the  villains  in  that  direction  will  encourage 
the  demons  on  our  border  to  greater  efforts  at  outrage  and  murder. 
We  can’t  be  too  vigilant.  Be  definite  in  your  orders  to  Major  Mont- 
gomery, and  direct  him  to  keep  you  thoroughly  i)osted  on  everj^  symi>- 
tom  of  danger. 

CLIKTOK  B.  EISK, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  October  10,  1863. 

Ca])tain  Rice,  Fredericlctown : 

You  will  keep  well  on  the  alert  for  any  rascals  that  may  be  moving 
up  from  the  lower  counties.  Keep  constantly  advised  of  the  movements 
of  the  enemy.  I am  somewhat  suspicious  the  rascals  may  be  concen- 
trating for  a raid  on  some  of  our  outposts.  Give  them  fits  if  you  get 
a chance  at  them.  Grant  them  furloughs  for  all  time.  Keep  me  con- 
stantly posted . 

CLINTOK  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  October  10, 1863. 

Cai)tain  Elmer,  Mineral  Point : 

Instruct  all  your  guards  at  bridges,  and  patrols  everywhere,  to  be 
more  vigilant  than  ever.  Look  well  to  Potosi  and  the  region  west  of 
there.  Keep  the  Eighth  Provisional  detachment  with  you  until  further 
orders.  We  m^y  look  out  for  trouble ; let  us  be  prepared  for  it.  Knock 
in  the  head  every  guerrilla  or  whiskj^  barrel  you  meet.  Keep  me  ad- 
vised of  every  symptom  of  danger  at  any  point.  Do  not  allow  any  of 
your  men  to  scatter  and  straggle. 

CLIKTOK  B.  EISK, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  10,  1863 — 7 p.  m. 
Colonel  Edwards,  Lebanon^  3io. : 

The  indications  are  that  the  rebels  are  breaking  up  into  small  bands, 
and  will  try  to  escape  by  various  routes.  Look  out  for  them  at  all 
points,  and  still  keep  your  commands  near  enough  together  to  concen- 
trate and  strike  them  if  they  apiiear  anywhere  in  force. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 

(Same  to  Colonel  Gravely.) 


Headquarters  Arkansas  Volunteers, 

In  the  Field.,  Dade  County.,  Missouri.,  October  10,  1863. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri  ; 

I am  ordered  by  Colonel  Edwards  to  occupy  Bowers’  Mill,  about  12 
miles  west  of  Greenfield,  in  order  to  intercept  Shelby,  if  he  comes  that 
way. 

The  following  articles  must  be  had  at  once,  to  make  my  command 
efficient.* 

Send  all  of  the  above  articles  to  me  by  way  of  Greenfield,  if  possible, 
in  the  morning  (11th  instant) ; also  send  me,  on  or  before  the  15th  in- 
stant, 2,250  rations  each  of  hard  bread,  coffee,  sugar,  salt,  and  candles, 
and  900  rations  of  bacon. 

I have  made  the  following  marches  since  leaving  Fayetteville,  in  obe- 
dience to  Colonel  Edwards’  orders : Tuesday,  6th  instant,  Fayetteville 
to  White  Kock  Prairie,  40  miles ; Wednesday,  to  2 miles  east  of  New- 
tonia,  35  miles ; Thursday,  to  Carthage,  27  miles ; Friday,  to  north  of 
Lamar,  29  miles;  Saturday,  to  this  point,  30  miles.  Our  horses  and 
men  are  much  worn,  and  I must  rest,  shoe  horses,  and  issue  rations 
during  a portion  of  the  day  to-morrow.  Do  not  fail  to  hurry  up  these 
things  at  once.  I cannot  march  the  artillery  more  than  one  day  more 
without  horses. 

General  Holland  is  at  Osceola  and  Colonel  Edwards  at  Quincy.  It 
is  suiiposed  Shelby  attacked  Sedalia  yesterday. 

I remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  LA  EUE  HAKRISOK, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Arkansas  Volunteers. 

[P.  S.] — If  any  of  my  men  are  at  Springfield,  please  order  them  to  me 
at  once.  I need  more  men  very  much.  Send  the  mail  for  my  command, 
and  a few  late  x>apers. 


War  Department, 
Washington^  October  10,  1863. 

Major-General  Pope,  Milwaulcee,  Wis. : 

If  General  Sully  can  make  a treaty  of  peace  this  fall  with  the  Indians, 
I think  it  had  better  be  done.  If  we  want  war  in  the  spring,  a few  traders 
can  get  one  up  on  the  shortest  notice. 

H.  WL  HALLECK, 

G cnera  l-in-  Ch  ief. 


Requisition  in  detail  for  20,000  rounds  of  snuill-arrn  aininnnition,  &o.,  omitted. 
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Alaj or- General  Schofield; 
Following  dispatch  just  received : 


Macon  City,  Mo., 
Octoler  11,  1803— 7.40  p.  m. 


Camp  near  Boonville,  Sunday,  11^/i. 

Geueial  GCitAR  : 

I have  just  arrived  here.  I crossed  the  river  and  narrowly  escaped  capture.  I 
crossed  with  40  men,  all  the  boat  would  carry,  and  found  the  town  occupied  by  rebels, 
with  two  pieces  of  artillery.  I never  left  the  boat,  but  have  lauded.  I shall  watch 
them  here.  They  shall  not  cross,  and  I cannot  cross  with  one  boat.  Let  me  hear  from 
you.  One  of  my  horses  was  killed  by  a bomb-shell. 

Respectfully, 

R.  LEONARD, 

Major  Ninth  Missouri  State  Militia. 


O.  GUITAE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Glasgow,  Mo.,  October  11,  1863. 

General  Guitar  : 

Steamer  Annie  Jacobs  just  up.  D.  G.  Leonard  came  up  on  her.  The 
rebels  destroyed  the  depot  and  water- tank  at  Tipton,  and  injured  the 
road.  Ought  tlie  Jacobs  to  be  permitted  to  go  on  up?  I think  she  will 
be  captured  if  she  does.  All  the  disposable  force  of  this  post  is  out  on 
a scout  below  here. 

JOHN  TILLMAN, 

Captain. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  11,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

The  rebels  were  at  Boonville  in  force,  with  artillery,  this  morning. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  11,  1863. 
Maj.  B.  H.  Brown,  Commanding  California,  Mo.: 

Be  certain  to  direct  the  ofiBcer  commanding  the  cavalry  you  were  just 
ordered  to  send  to  Boonville  to  be  careful  and  not  come  in  conflict  with 
IViends.  Direct  him  also  to  join  and  report  to  Colonel  Cole  if  he  comes 
near  him,  and,  if  he  does  not,  to  report  to  the  first  other  ranking  officer 
he  may  come  near  in  the  pursuit. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Buffalo,  Mo.,  October  11, 1863 — 8 a.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

In  reply  to  your  message  of  yesterday,  5.30  o’clock,  I have  the  honor 
to  report.  I have  now  as  a base  of  my  operations  a chain  of  posts  be- 
tween Osceola  and  the  Gasconade,  with  scouts  out  at  the  fords  and 
passes  which  cross  and  lead  from  the  Osage  Elver  south. 

JNO.  EDWAEDS, 

ColoT^el,  Commanding. 
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Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  11, 18G3. 
Major  Brown,  Commanding  California : 

Prepare  every  mounted  man  for  pursuit  of  enemy.  Have  five  days’ 
rations  in  liaversacks,  and  an  ample  supply  of  ammunition,  both  in  train 
of  this  morning  which  has  reached  you.  Send  word  to  Cole  he  must 
follow  the  enemy  immediately.  Have  cavalry  ready  to  obey  his  orders 
when  you  get  them. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  11,  [1863.] 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis : 

Colonel  Lazear  expresses  from  Tipton  as  follows : The  last  informa- 
tion of  the  enemy  he  was  turned  west,  4 miles  north  of  this  place.  He 
is  1,600  strong,  and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  Our  force  is  1,100. 

Having  gone  west  as  above  reported.  Brown  and  Ewing  should  be  on 
the  alert  to  watch  well  that  direction.  Eebels  may  double  on  our  pur- 
suing forces,  and  try  to  slip  through  the  different  columns  and  cross  the 
Osage,  possibly  between  Linn  Creek  and  Warsaw.  I have  no  cavalry 
with  which  to  watch  that  direction. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


California,  Mo.,  October  11, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Totten: 

Colonel  Cole  has  85  mounted  men,  one  piece  of  artillery,  and  a squad 
of  25  infantry.  The  following  just  received  [from  Tipton] : 

The  last  information  of  the  enemy  he  was  turned  west,  4 miles  north  of  this  i^lace. 
He  is  1,600  strong,  and  two  pieces  of  artillery. 


Move  up  here,  and  I will  keep  you  advised  by  message.  Our  force 


is  1,100. 


B.  F.  LAZEAE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  11,  [1863.] 
Maj.  E.  H.  Brown,  California: 

Send  Lazear’s  dispatch  up  the  road  to  Cole  with  all  haste.  Send  the 
rest  of  cavalry,  with  ammunition  and  subsistence  to  Cole  for  his  com- 
mand, and  send  him  again  my  orders  of  this  morning  to  x^nrsue  the 
enemy  in  concert  with  Lazear.  Be  quick. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  11,  1863. 
Col.  N.  Cole,  Commanding : 

You  must  pursue  the  enemy  with  all  your  cavalry  and  artillery.  Bo 
not  let  them  escape  now.  I have  directed  any  of  your  cavalr3^  left  at 
California  by  you  this  morning  to  be  prepared  with  five  days’  rations 
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and  ample  ammunition.  Those  you  have  with  you  should  be  suiiplied 
in  the  same  way.  Take  meat  and  bread  only.  Hasten  up  your  move- 
ment or  the  enemy  will  escape  without  a scratch. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  11, 1863. 

Col.  N.  Cole,  California: 

Colonel  Lazear  has  doubtless  followed  on  the  track  of  the  enemy.  He 
may  turn  south  and  cross  the  railroad  at  or  near  Syracuse.  You  had, 
therefore,  better  keep  near  the  railroad  to  Syracuse,  and  try  and  get 
further  information  at  that  point.  Major  Kelly  must  be  in  that  vicinity. 
Eeport  by  messenger  from  Syracuse. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Totten: 

LUCIEN  J.  BAENES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


California,  Mo.,  October  11,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

Have  just  received  your  dispatch.  Will  put  my  artillery  on  cars  and 
go  to  Tipton.  Cavalry  have  already  gone.  Will  pursue  the  enemy  from 
that  place. 

N.  COLE, 

Colonel  Second  Missouri  Artillery. 


Washington,  October  11,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope  : 

The  General-in-Chief  directs  that  you  will  at  once  put  en  route  for  the 
Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland  the  Eighth  Iowa  Cavalry, 
to  report  to  Major-General  Eosecrans  for  duty. 

By  command  of  General  Halleck  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington.,  October  12,  1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis  : 

General  : Your  letter  to  Colonel  Townsend  of  the  3d  instant,  asking 
authority  to  summarily  dismiss  officers  of  your  command,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  President,  has  been  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
who  is  of  opinion  that,  in  the  present  position  of  political  parties  in 
Missouri,  the  exercise  of  such  authority  by  you  would  be  injurious  to 
you,  by  making  you  new  enemies. 

The  law  requires  that  dismissals  be  made  by  the  President,  and  it  is 
better  that  it  be  strictly  followed  when  it  can  be.  Your  recommenda- 
tions for  dismissal  will  be  almost  invariably  carried  out. 

In  case  of  necessity  for  prompt  action,  telegraph  the  name  of  officer 
and  nature  of  offense,  and  the  President’s  action  will  be  telegraphed 
back.  In  ordinary  cases,  the  recommendation  can  be  sent  by  mail,  witli 
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fuller  statemeut  of  offenses,  to  be  filed  for  further  reference.  The  ob- 
ject of  having  these  statements  is  to  meet  apxilications  of  friends  of  the 
parties  for  reinstatement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Camp  opposite  Boonville,  Mo., 

Octoler  12,  1863 — 7 a.  m. 

[Brigadier- General  Guitar;] 

The  rebels  still  occupy  Boonville.  Jo.  Shelby  was  in  command.  The 
steamer  Isabella,  with  75  men  (Company  F,  First  Provisional  Eegiment), 
got  here  yesterday,  under  Lieutenant- Colonel  Crittenden.  Two  rebels 
were  killed  yesterday.  Shelby  reported  1,400  of  his  men  gone  to  Arrow 
Kock.  Boonville  was  plundered. 

E.  LEONAED, 

Major  Ninth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

[P.  S.J — Eebel  force  in  Boonville  reported  2,000  strong,  but  believed 
here  to  be  900  strong. 


Macon,  Mo.,  October  12, 1863—8.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

I have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  Major  Leonard.  I 
have  ordered  him  to  cross  at  once  and  join  the  pursuit: 

Camp  opposite  Boonville,  October  12—8.30  a.  m. 
The  rebels  evacuatecf  Boonville  about  an  hour  a^;o.  About  800  Federals,  under 
General  Brown,  in  hot  pursuit.  Skirmishing  between  advance  and  rear  guard.  We 
shall  cross  immediately. 

R.  LEONARD. 

O.  GUITAE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  12, 1863 — 10  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Guitar,  Macon  City.,  Mo. : 

General  Brown  dispatches  from  Boonville  for  supplies,  but  did  not 
tell  where  to  send  them.  I suppose  he  is  still  in  pursuit,  but  I do  not 
know  in  what  direction.  If  you  can  find  where  he  is,  send  him  supplies 
from  Glasgow  by  the  Annie  Jacobs,  or  by  wagons,  if  on  the  river  or 
within  reach  of  it. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General, 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  12,  1863—5.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  McNeil,  Lebanon,  Mo.  : 

A large  force  of  rebels,  with  artillery,  said  to  be  under  Coffee’s  com- 
mand, was  attacked  by  Brown  near  Boonville  this  morning.  At  last 
accounts  the  rebels  were  running  and  Brown  in  pursuit.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  the  rebel  force  was  divided  near  Tipton  yesterday  or  the 
day  before,  a part  under  Shelby  going  west  j but  I have  heard  nothing 
from  it  since.  Doubtless  a few  have  escaped  south,  singly  or  in  small 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIT. 

parties.  This  will  probably  be  the  tactics  of  the  rest.  I think  there 
are  troops  enoug-h  north  of  the  Osage,  and  that  your  force  will  do  best 
to  remain  some  distance  south  of  the  river,  with  scouts  or  advance  par- 
ties at  all  the  crossings,  to  give  timely  information.  Look  out  well  to 
the  west.  I suspect  Shelby  will  try  to  escape  that  way.  Advise  me 
often  of  your  movements,  so  that  I may  send  you  information.  I have 
not  yet  learned  in  what  direction  Coffee  was  running. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Eight  Miles  North  of  Boonville, 

October  12,  1863 — 7 a.  m. 

Brigadier- General  Totten: 

If  the  enemy  has  crossed  the  river,  send  a steamboat  to  Boonville  im- 
mediately. I am  out  of  subsistence.  If  the  enemy  turns  south,  send 
fifteen  thousand  rations  on  road  as  far  west  as  possible. 

E.  B.  BROWN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  12,  1863. 
Maj.  R.  H.  Brown,  California^  Mo.  : 

The  rebels  started  in  retreat  from  Boonville  at  7.30  o’clock  this  morn- 
ing. General  Brown  in  hot  pursuit.  Send  out  and  ascertain,  if  possi- 
ble, the  direction  of  their  movement.  Send  this  also  to  commander  on 
train  or  at  Tipton.  Keep  your  command  well  in  hand,  and  hold  them 
in  check  if  they  pass  near  you  until  the  pursuing  force  can  come  up. 
How  many  troops  have  you  ? 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Jefferson  City,  October  12,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Morton  reports  from  Linn  Creek,  dated  yesterday.  Command  800,  in- 
dependent of  local  garrison  (two  companies  of  militia).  He  has  sent 
four  companies  to  Tuscumbia.  This  was  unnecessary,  as  I have  there 
a battalion  of  the  First  Nebraska.  I propose,  with  your  approbation, 
to  send  Morton  up  the  Osage  j his  infantry,  150  strong,  to  Duroc,  a 
favorite  ford  ol  rebels,  about  72  miles  below  Warsaw  j two  companies 
of  his  cavalry  to  Warsaw;  Morton,  with  four  companies,  at  Osceola; 
the  rest  of  his  cavalry  west  of  him,  watching  the  fords  of  the  Osage.  I 
await  your  orders.  The  two  companies  of  militia  at  Linn  Creek  can 
take  care  of  the  fords  at  that  place  and  Mining  Post. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Jefferson  City,  October  12,  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

Cole  did  not  get  off  from  Tipton  until  8 o’clock  this  morning.  Rail- 
road all  right  to  Syracuse,  and  reported  so  to  La  Mine  River,  at  Tipton. 
Says  Brown  is  fighting,  at  Boonville,  rebels  under  Coffee. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

I Brigadier- General. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  12,  1863 — 1 p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

The  Minnesota  regiments  have  arrived.  I can  send  you  one  if  you 
need  it  or  can  make  good  use  of  it.  I do  not  want  to  send  them  away 
unless  it  be  necessary,  for  fear  they  may  be  required  in  other  parts  of 
the  State.  If  the  rebels  succeed  in  crossing  the  river,  infantry  will  be 
much  needed  there. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Saint  Louis,  October  12^  1863—1.15  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

Dispatch  just  received  from  Guitar  informs  me  that  the  rebels  were 
retreating  from  Boonville  at  7.30  this  morning.  Brown  was  in  hot  pur- 
suit, skirmishing  with  rebel  rear  guard.  Major  Leonard  was  crossing 
to  join  in  the  pursuit.  The  direction  of  the  rebel  retreat  is  not  stated. 
Have  you  heard  anything  of  Lieut.  Col  Quin  Morton'?  He  moved  on 
the  9th  from  Lebanon,  and  is  sure  to  have  crossed  the  Osage.  Find 
where  he  is,  if  possible. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  October  12, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

Ascertain  and  inform  me  as  soon  as  possible  what  direction  the  rebels 
took  from  Boonville. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  12, 1863—3  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

I think  it  would  be  well  to  send  the  force  to  Tuscumbia. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  12,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Totten: 

I have  heard  nothing  of  Brown  since  this  morning.  Probably  you 
had  better  send  rations  on  the  railroad  toward  the  La  Mine,  where 
Brown’s  troops  and  others  can  get  them.  I will  send  up  some  more 
infantry  in  the  morning. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


0 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  12, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

General  Ewing  left  Sedalia  this  evening  toward  Boonville,  to  try  to 
co-operate  with  Brown.  If  you  learn  where  Brown  is,  or  where  the 
.rebels  .are  going  to,  inform  Ewing  by  express  from  Tipton. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  12,  [1863.1 

Col.  X.  Cole, 

Commanding  troops  near  BoonviUe^ 

Via  Tipton  and  California  : 

Contiuue  vigorously  in  the  pursuit.  Send  me  word  the  direction  the 
enemy  have  gone  in.  Keep  me  posted. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier- Gene^'al. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  12, 1863.  . 
Commanding  Officer  at  Tipton  : 

General  Ewing  left  Sedalia  this  evening  to  co-operate  with  General 
Brown.  If  you  can  learn  where  Brown  and  Ewing  are,  send  word  to 
both,  that  they  may  know  where  they  mutually  are  and  in  what  direc- 
tion moving,  and  in  what  direction  the  rebels  are  going.  These  instruc- 
tions must  be  attended  to  all  the  time,  and  are  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance. Send  expresses  to  both  generals  whenever  you  learn  anything 
reliable.  Keep  your  expresses  and  scouts  moving. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  12,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department^  Saint  Louis.,  Mo. : 

A disorderly  soldier  of  the  First  Nebraska,  hurrahing  for  Jim  Lane 
in  the  streets,  was  arrested  this  morning.  Several  others  of  the  regi- 
ment came  to  telegraph  office,  where  I was  with  the  prisoner,  and  ob- 
jected to  his  arrest.  1 arrested  them  also,  and  ordered  all  others  to 
their  quarters.  I sent  Major  Barnes  for  Colonel  Pound  and  Colonel 
Baumer,  and  going  up  he  met  officers  and  men  of  that  regiment  to  the 
number  of  200,  and  repeated  to  them  my  order  for  enlisted  men  to  go  to 
their  quarters.  The  men  resisted,  and  rescued  one  whom  Major  Barnes 
had  arrested,  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  looking  on  without 
aftordiug  assistance  to  the  officer  resisted.  A number  of  officers  of  the 
regiment  in  this  state  of  things  had  the  audacity  to  ask  me  to  release 
their  men,  thereby  uiffiolding  this  mutinous  spirit.  The  troops  I have 
with  me  are  unreliable.  If  you  possibly  can,  send  me  a good  regiment. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Sedalia,  Mo.,  October  12,  1863. 

Lieutenant  [H.]  Hannahs, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Got  here  this  forenoon,  and  Weer  this  afternoon.  Leave  to  night  for 
Boonville,  on  rumors  of  fighting  there.  No  messages  from  General 
Brown  since  yesterday,  and  I must  grope  my  way  after  him.  Sux)pose 
guerrillas  cut  off  messengers  sent  me.  I will  open  communication  to- 
night with  him.  Telegraph  me,  if  necessary,  by  Sedalia. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Sedalia,  October  12,  18G3 — 7 p.  m. 
jLieutenant  Hannahs,]  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

T got  here  at  11  a.  m.,  and  Weer  at  3.  Been  waiting  to  hear  from  Gen- 
eral Brown,  from  whom  no  word  comes.  He  was  7 miles  from  Boonville, 
in  camp  last  night,  and  the  rebels  at  Boonville  at  noon.  Ko  further  news, 
except  many  reports  of  fighting  at  Boonville,  which  are  so  numerous 
and  probable  that  I go  direct  toward  there  to-night.  It  is  storming 
violently;  bad  for  marching.  My  fears  are  that  the  rebels  will  go  up 
the  river  toward  Lexington,  but  I cannot  act  on  that  fear  by  failing  to 
march  to  Boonville.  The  failure  to  hear  from  Brown  is  distressing.  I 
suppose  guerrillas  cut  off  messengers.  I sent  a strong  party  to  Brown 
as  messengers. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Sedalia,  October  12,  1863 — 10  p.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Four  dispatches  from  you,  including  one  of  10  p.  m.  to-day.  Dispatch 
from  Guitar,  dated  to-day,  says  they  will  retreat  south.  Weer’s  com- 
mand (balance)  8 miles  toward  Boonville,  where  I now  order  them 
stopped.  I will  surely  know  their  route  from  my  scouts  by  daylight.  I 
am  nearly  alone  here  in  the  opinion  that  he  will  go  west  and  southwest. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brig4x  dier-  Genera  1. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  12,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  Quin  Morton,  Commanding  Troops  north  of  Osage: 

Colonel:  You  are  reported  to  have  crossed  the  Osage,  having  left 
Lebanon  on  the  9th.  Eebels  commenced  retreat  from  Boonville  at  7.30 
this  morning.  The  direction  is  not  known.  General  Brown  in  hot  pur- 
suit ; skirmishing  with  rear  guard.  If  they  come  near  you,  hold  them 
in  check  until  pursuing  forces  can  come  up  with  them.  Eeport  yonr 
locality  by  messengers,  and  keep  General  Schofield  also  advised  of 
your  movements  by  expresses  to  Eolla  or  Lebanon.  General  Schofield 
directs  me  to  ascertain  your  position  and  direction  of  march.  Please, 
therefore,  report  as  soon  as  possible.  The  line  of  the  rebel  retreat  is 
not  yet  known.  It  may  be  through  Lookout  Station,  15  miles  west  of 
here,  or  Tipton,  or  Syracuse.  Watch  the  avenues  of  escape.  Send 
Edwards  word  of  this,  if  you  can  reach  him. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LUCIEN  J.  BAENES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fourteen  Miles  from  Boonville, 

October  12,  1863—11.30  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

Will  be  in  Boonville  by  3 o’clock.  The  rebels  were  there  yesterday. 
I think  they  will  either  cross  the  river  at  that  point  or  strike  west  in 
the  direction  of  Lexington.  General  Brown  must  be  west  of  them. 

N.  COLE, 

Colonel  Second  ^Iis'::oi(ri  Arii'lery^ 
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California,  Mo.,  October  12, 1863. 

General  Totten: 

I have  250  men  here,  and  about  120  at  Tipton.  The  rebels  will  prob- 
ably cross  at  Lookout  Station. 

E.  H.  BEOWE, 

Major,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  October  12,  1863. 
Col.  J.  C.  Kelton,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Washington,  J).  G. : 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  inclosed,  for  the  information 
of  the  General-in-Chief,  a list  of  the  Indian  ])risoners  captured  by  Gen- 
eral Sully  in  his  late  battle  at  White  Stone  Hills.*  By  an  examination 
of  this  list  it  will  be  seen  that  most  of  the  bands  of  Dakota  or  Sioux 
Indians  were  represented  in  this  fight  j even  the  Blackfeet  of  the  mount- 
ains. General  Sully  is  probably  now  holding  a council  with  the  Yank- 
tonnais,  the  largest  and  most  powerful  band  of  Sioux  east  of  the  mount- 
ains, and  which  constitutes  the  bulk  of  the  forces  he  encountered.  It  is 
likely  he  will  make  such  arrangements  as  will  secure  peace  on  the  part 
of  that  tribe  for  as  long  a time  as  may  be  expedient  for  them.  I do  not 
at  all  doubt  the  soundness  of  my  opinions,  hitherto  exi)ressed,  that  a 
vigorous  campaign  against  the  Sioux  from  the  Upper  Missouri  will  be 
necessary  and  judicious  in  the  spring.  The  great  drought  and  very 
uncommon  lowpess  of  the  Missouri  Eiver  this  summer  have  preveuted 
the  complete  results  anticipated  from  these  expeditions,  though  they 
have  entirely  relieved  Minnesota  and  the  greater  jiart  of  Dakota  from 
danger  of  Indian  hostilities.  I respectfully  request  to  know  what  dis- 
position the  Government  proposes  to  make  of  the  prisoners  now  in  the 
hands  of  General  Sully. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  13, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief : 

General  Brown  has  beaten  the  rebels,  under  Shelby,  three  times,  and 
is  still  in  close  pursuit.  Their  escape  is  hardly  possible.  Two  expedi- 
tions sent  into  Northeastern  Arkansas  have  captured  and  sent  to  Pilot 
Knob  over  100  iirisoners. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 

• Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  13, 1863 — 10.30  a.  m. 

General  Totten: 

I have  started  the  Ninth  Minnesota  Infantry,  550  strong,  for  Jefferson 
City  this  moruing.  This  will  enable  you  to  send  a force  to  La  Mine  with 
supi)lics.  I think  Morton  and  Edwards  should  remain  south  of  the 
Osage,  to  i)revent  the  escape  of  the  rebels.  If  Brown  and  Ewing  can- 
not Diauage  them  north  of  the  Osage,  Morton  can  send  his  cavalry  to 
help.  I will  wait  for  further  information. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Omitted. 
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Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  13,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

I have  just  learned  from  a person  I consider  reliable  that  Jackman 
has  a favorite  crossing  of  the  Missouri  Eiver  just  below  the  mouth  of 
La  Mine.  The  banks  of  the  Missouri  have  been  cut  down  for  wagons, 
and  the  river  at  present  is  fordable  there.  If  hard  pressed,  the  rebels 
might  attempt  to  cross  into  Northern  Missouri.  Choteau  Springs  is  7 
miles  from  mouth  of  La  Mine,  near  Rocky  Ford. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  General, 

Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  13, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Commanding  officer  at  Tipton  reports  return  of  some  scouts  sent  out 
from  that  place.  The  most  reliable  information  is : Rebels,  closely  pur- 
sued by  Federals,  crossed  late  last  night  the  Salt  Fork  of  the  La  Mine 
at  Dug  Ford,  just  above  the  mouth  of  the  Blackwater,  going  toward 
Lexington.  General  Brown  was  across  La  Mine,  and  was  in  rear  of  the 
enemy.  Our  advance  and  rebel  rear  guard  skirmishing  for  20  miles 
from  Boonville.  Two  regiments  of  General  Guitar’s  command,  say  the 
scouts,  iiassed  through  Boonville  last  night.  Colonel  Cole  is  about  20 
miles  from  Boonville,  moving  after  the  enemy.  General  Ewing  left 
Sedalia  at  3 o’clock  this  morniug.  I have  sent  him  information  you 
conveyed  this  afternoon. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  13,  1863 — 11  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

Have  the  telegraph  line  repaired  to  Sedalia  as  soon  as  possible.  I 
will  send  you  an  operator  and  an  instrument  for  the  La  Mine  crossing. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo., 
October  13,  1863 — 12.15  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

A Union  prisoner  arrived  at  .Glasgow  last  night  j says  he  escaped 
from  the  rebels  near  La  Mine  Bridge  at  9 o’clock  yesterday.  They  are 
on  the  Georgetown  road,  but  said  they  were  going  to  Marshall,  and  ex- 
])ected  to  join  another  force  at  Lexington.  If  this  report  is  true,  the 
force  at  Boonville  must  have  been  only  a part  of  that  which  crossed  the 
Osage.  It  is  strange  we  cannot  get  definite  information  if  there  was  a 
force  at  La  Mine  yesterdav. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  13,  1863—8.10  p.  m. 
Brigadier- General  Totten  : 

Advices  received  from  General  Guitar,  from  Glasgow,  leave  no  doubt 
that  the  enemy  went  west  from  Boonville. . Brown  had  a fight  with 
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them  last  night,  and  another  this  morning.  Last  accounts  the  rebels 
were  going  toward  Lexington  ; our  troops,  in  ]>ursuit.  Send  this  informa- 
tion to  General  Ewing,  via  Sedalia. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

(Sent  to  Ewing  via  Tipton  and  La  Mine.) 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  13,  1863 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Totten: 

At  3 o’clock  this  morning  General  Brown  was  8 miles  east  of  Mar- 
shall. Eeported  the  enemy  moving  rapidly  west.  Since  then  has  had 
a fight.  Cannonading  heard  at  Sedalia  about  noon. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters, 

Samt  Louis,  October  13,  1863 — 11  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Totten; 

It  is  of  no  use  for  Cole  to  be  following  Brown’s  trail.  Brown  has 
l)lenty  of  troops.  Cole  should  move  to  Sedalia,  or  some  point  where  he 
can  get  information  readily,  and  fall  ui^on  the  enemy  with  fresh  troops 
at  a favorable  opportunity. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  13,  [1863.] 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  Saint  Louis: 

The  Isabella  left  Boonville  about  3 p.  m.  yesterday.  The  captain 
reports  the  rebels  went  westward  to  Arrow  Eock,  skirmishing  at  the 
time  the  boat  left.  Eeported  that  rebels  intended  taking  road  to  Cho- 
teau  Springs.  I shall  send  20,000  rations  on  Isabella  up  the  river,  and 
endeavor  to  relieve  our  people.  Our  forces  must  all  be  up  with  relielsj 
I mean  Brown,  Lazear,  Kelly,  Cole,  Crittenden,  and  Leonard. 

JAS.  TOTTEK, 

Brigadier- Genera  1. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  13, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

An  engine  with  guard  were  at  La  Mine  Bridge  yesterday.  Eeported 
road  all  right,  but  heard  nothing  of  rebels.  Gentleman  who  was  in 
Tipton  while  rebels  were  there,  reports  their  officers  said  they  would  be 
joined  by  another  force  which  had  gone  another  route.  He  supposed 
they  meant  the  party  who  attacked  General  Blunt.  They  also  told  him 
Quantrill  and  Jackman  would  join  them,  and  they  would  go  through  to 
Iowa.  Can  you  furnish  Major  Brown,  at  La  Mine,  a company  of  cavalry 
from  Sedalia?  He  should  have  some  for  scouting,  &c. 

JAS,  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  General, 
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Jefferson  City,  Mo., 

October  13,  [1863.] 

Commanding  Officer j Tipton: 

Dispatch  messengers  to  Colonel  Weer,  near  Sedalia,  and  General 
Ewing,  that  rebels  left  Boonville,  on  the  Arrow  Eock  road,  yesterday. 
Oar  forces  were  close  upon  them,  and  fighting  their  rear  guard  at  3 
j).  m.,  when  the  Isabella  left  Boonville  for  this  place.  General  Brown, 
Colonel  Lazear,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Crittenden,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cole,  from  here,  and  Major  Kelly  and  Major  Leonard,  from  Northern 
Missouri,  were  close  upon  the  rebels. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Totten : 

LUCIEK  J.  BAENES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

Linn  Creek,  Missouri,  October  13, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Brown, 

Commanding  Central  District  Missouri  : 

General  : I understand  that  I am  in  your  district,  and  therefore  re- 
port to  you  for  orders.  I have  800  men,  of  which  180  are  infantry.  I 
am  holding  the  river  from  here  to  Tuscumbia,  having  sent  a battalion 
of  four  companies  to  that  place  awaiting  your  orders. 

' General,  I remain,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

QUm  MOETOK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 


General  [Schofield  :] 


Lebanon,  Mo., 
October  13,  1863. 


I arrived  here  last  night,  and  shall  leave  at  8 a.  m.  to-day  for  Buffalo. 

Finding  that  Colonel  Morton  had  moved  to  Linn  Creek,  and  taken 
Eno  with  him,  I ordered  Eno  back  to  this  place.  I considered  that 
Morton  had  force  enough  at  the  creek,  and  that  this  was  a better  point 
to  have  Eno  at  for  use  in  any  direction. 

I shall  try  to  make  such  disposition  as  will  guard  all  the  points,  and 
at  the  same  time  give  me  the  greatest  facility  for  concentration,  should 
the  enemy  return  in  force.  A party  of  80,  with  led  stock,  crossed  the 
road,  going  south,  at  Sand  Spring  on  the  day  before  yesterday ; other 
parties  are  reported  as  going  in  the  same  direction. 

If  you  can  possibly  supply  the  force,  the  guards  at  the  Piney  and 
Gasconade  and  the  garrison  at  Waynesville  should  be  replaced  ; with- 
out this,  they  have  a good  outlet  by  the  valley  of  the  Gasconade, 
and  already  small  guerrilla  parties  are  robbing  trains  and  raiding  the 
country. 

The  officer  in  command  at  Waynesville  should  be  a man  of  energy, 
and  should  have  force  enough  to  scour  that  whole  country. 

I will  write  you  from  Buffalo,  and  hope  on  my  arrival  there  to  get 
better  informed  of  the  movements  of  the  enemj^ 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McNEIL, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 
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Sedalia,  Mo.,  October  13,  1863—5  a.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

From  rumor  last  night,  I suppose  there  was  fighting  on  Buflalo  Prai- 
rie, east  of  La  Mine,  and  15  miles  southwest  of  Boonville.  Weer^s 
command  is  just  starting  toward  Marshall;  the  balance  I halted  last 
night  13  miles  toward  Boonville.  Future  movements  are  wholly  de- 
pendent on  information.  My  scouts  toward  Marshall  and  Boonville 
biing  signally  [singularly]  no  word  from  General  Brown’s  command 
for  two  davs.  Telegraph  me  here. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


Sedalia,  Mo.,  October  13,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

General  Brown,  at  3 a.  m.  to-day,  from  8 miles  east  of  Marshall,  re- 
ports the  enemy  moving  rapidly  west.  Since  then  he  had  an  engage- 
ment. Cannonading  ceased  about  noon  in  same  direction. 

GEORGE  H.  HALL, 

Colonel. 


Macon  City,  Mo.,  Oetoher  13, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Just  received  the  following : 

Glasgow,  Ocioher  13,  [1863.] 

General  O.  Guitar  : 

A citizen  from  Cambridge  reports  having  seen  one  of  Shelby’s  men  in  that  vicinity 
this  a.  m.  There  were  others  scattered  in  that  vicinity.  The  rebels  stated  that 
Shelby’s  men  intended  taking  Marshall  last  night.  He  states  that  they  were  to  form 
a junction  with  Marniaduke ; place  not  named.  A messenger  from  Tillman’s  company 
is  just  in.  He  did  not  overtake  them.  He  has  been  12  miles  beyond  Boonville.  He 
reports  the  rebels  at  1,200,  and  the  Federals  at  2,000  or  2,500.  They  were  pursuing, 
and  had  killed  12  rebels ; had  lost  4 men.  The  rebels  took  the  Lexington  road. 

A.  F.  DENNY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel, 

O.  GUITAR, 

Brigadier- General. 


Boonville,  Mo.,  October  13,  1863. 

Maj.  Lucien  J.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Just  returned.  With  my  men  I formed  a junction  with  Colonel  Cole. 
We  went  beyond  Blackwater,  and  could  not  overtake  the  enemy  or 
General  Brown,  fifteen  hours  in  advance.  Learned  that  300  of  the  en- 
emy had  broken  off  from  the  enemy.  Moved  toward  Arrow  Rock  and 
Boonville.  Showed  Colonel  Cole  my  order  from  you  ; in  consideration- 
of  that  and  the  move  of  the  300,  Colonel  Cole  advised  me  to  move  here. 
Have  Major  Leonard’s  command  await  your  orders.  Citizens  are  very 
much  alarmed ; rumors  of  enemj^  moving  again  upon  them.  Have  no 
rations.  I know  nothing  of  General  Guitar  vet. 

• T.  T.  CRITTENDEN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalrg. 
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Tipton,  Mo.,  October  13,  1863. 

General  Totten  : 

I have  just  arrived  at  this  point;  all  right.  General  Ewing  left 
Sedalia  at  3 a.  m.  to-dav,  toward  Arrow  Rock. 

R.  H.  BROWN, 

Major,  Commanding, 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  13, 1863. 
Maj.  R.  H.  Brown,  -Tipton : 

Send  the  following  by  messengers  from  Tipton  and  from  La  Mine  to 
General  Ewing.  General  Schofield  telegraphs  this  evening  as  follows: 

Advices  received  from  General  Guitar  from  Glasgow  leave  no  doubt  that  the  enemy 
went  west  from  Boonville.  Brown  had  a light  with  them  last  night,  and  another  this 
morning.  Last  accounts  the  rebels  were  going  toward  Lexington  ; our  troops  in  pur- 
suit. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters  in  the  Field, 

Seven  miles  f rom  Longivood,  October  13,  1863 — 2 p.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

Dispatches  from  my  scouts  received  at  1 a.  m.,  showing  that  the  enemy 
crossed  La  Mine  just  about  mouth  of  the  Blackwater  yesterday  after- 
noon, and  then  turned  north,  crossing  Blackwater,  on  the  Marshall 
road.  I started  men  at  daylight  from  Sedalia  toward  Marshall,  and 
am  taking  another  command  from  Boonville  road  near  La  Mine,  cross- 
ing northwest  to  Long  wood,  from  which  I will  move  as  information  shall 
there  reach  me.  I fear  General  Brown  trusts  too  small  messenger  par- 
ties, who  are  scared  oil’  or  picked  up.  I still  hear  nothing  from  him. 
Cannon  heard  this  morning  in  the  direction  of  Arrow  Rock.  I will  reach 
Longwood  at  4 p.  m.  Very  bad  road. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General, 


Le  Roy,  Kans.,  October  13,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing  : 

Yesterday  morning  at  2 o’clock  I received  a dispatch  from  Neosho 
Falls,  written  by  Colonel  Coffin,  Indian  suiierintendent,  informing  me 
that  the  guerrillas  had  taken  Osage  Mission  the  day  previous,  and  were 
marching  up  the  valley  wdth  a force  of  500  men.  I started  Lieutenant 
[George  W.]  Simons  at  once  down  the  valley  with  20  men,  with  orders 
to  proceed  by  way  of  Humboldt,  and  obtain  information,  and  followed  at 
daylight  with  my  own  company  and  four  companies  of  Kansas  State 
Militia.  I reached  Humboldt  at  9 o’clock  a.  m.,  and  there  learned  that 
only  a small  rebel  force  had  been  at  the  Mission,  and  had  left.  I sent 
two  comiianies  of  Kansas  State  Militia  back  to  Le  Roy,  and  at  4 o’clock 
p.  m.  Lieutenant  Simons  returned,  having  been  at  the  Mission.  He 
informed  me  that  20  guerrillas  had  entered  the  Mission  the  day  previ- 
ous at  daylight,  took  about  40  horses  and  all  the  powder  and  lead  they 
could  find,  also  4 prisoners,  and  left,  going  south.  Eight  miles  below 
the  Mission  they  released  two  of  the  ])risoners,  who  were  citizens,  and 
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took  tbe  others  on.  The  two  taken  on  were  furloughed  soldiers  of  the 
Ninth  Kansas. 

A few  moments  after  Lieutenant  Simons  returned,  I received  a dis- 
patch from  General  Scott^s  [*?]  adjutant,  informing  me  that  500  guerril- 
las had  moved  up  the  Verdigris,  and  were  then  near  Belmont.  I moved 
at  once  to  this  place,  arriving  with  tbe  advance  at  11  p.  m.,  and  found 
about  300  of  tbe  Kansas  State  Militia  collected.  When  I left  Humboldt, 
I sent  a scout  out  toward  Belmont,  with  orders  to  report  to  me  at  Le 
Eoy  if  they  could  discover  any  rebel  force.  When  I reached  this  place, 
I sent  several  scouting  parties  over  toward  tbe  Verdigris,  and  awaited 
their  reports  at  this  point.  Up  to  this  writing  (4  p.  m.)  two  of  the 
scouting  parties  have  arrived  from  tbe  Verdigris,  and  report  the  coun- 
try clear  of  rebels,  and  say  that  they  can  get  no  trace  of  any  guerrillas, 
and  they  are  fully  of  the  opinion  that  no  force  of  rebels  have  passed  up 
that  way.  The  reports  that  gave  rise  to  this  excitement  came  from  In- 
dians, through  Colonel  Coffin  and  Mr.  Carruth,  tbe  Indian  agent.  The 
excitement  has  been  very  great,  and  the  Kansas  State  Militia  are  out 
in  full  force.  General  Scott  [?]  has  sent  six  companies  home,  and  will 
send  off  tbe  others  in  the  morning.  I am  fully  of  the  opinion  that,  with 
the  exception  of  those  who  came  to  the  Osage  Mission,  no  rebels  have 
been  in  the  valley.  I did  not  believe  at  any  time  that  there  was  any 
real  danger;  hence  my  delay  in  rei^orting  to  you.  General  Blunt  has 
taken  all  the  troops  at  Humboldt  and  Belmont  to  Fort  Scott. 

If  the  militia  will  turn  out  when  there  is  a real  raid  half  as  well  as 
they  have  this  time,  with  the  little  assistance  I can  render,  we  can  whip 
any  500  of  the  enemy  that  muj  choose  to  come  up  this  way. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

J.  G.  LINDSAY, 

First  Lieut.^  Comdg.  Company  F,  Eleventh  Kansas  Yol.  Cavalry. 


Macon  City,  Mo.,  October  13,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

I have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  Glasgow  : • 

Glasgow,  Mo.,  October  13,  [1863.] 

General  O.  Guitar: 

Colonel  Wilson,  of  Marshall,  reached  here  last  night,  and  reports  that  a Union  pris- 
oner escaped  the  rebels  yesterday  at  9 o’clock  near  La  Mine  Bridge.  The  rebels  were 
then  on  the  Georgetown  road,  but  from  their  conversation  he  understood  they  were 
going  to  Marshall,  and  from  there  to  Lexington,  where  they  would  form  a junction 
with  Marmaduke.  This  man  reports  them  between  2,000  and  3,000  strong,  with  two 
pieces  of  artillery.  I reached  here  last  night  at  10  o’clock.  Captain  Tillman’s  com- 
pany joined  Major  Leonard  at  Boonville  yesterday  morning  at  7 o’clock ; do  not  know 
whether  they  continued  with  him. 

A.  F.  DENNY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel. 

You  will  observe  from  this  it  would  be  utterly  impracticable  to  reach 
General  Brown  with  supplies  from  the  north  side  of  the  river.  There 
are  no  supplies  at  Glasgow.  To  reach  General  Brown  from  here,  sup- 
plies would  have  to  be  wagoned  35  miles  on  this  side,  and  at  least  as  far 
on  south  side  of  river,  besides  transportation  by  rail  from  this  place  to 
lienick,  and  by  boat  from  Glasgow.  My  decided  opinion  is,  notwith- 
standing dispatch,  that  the  rebels  have  gone  in  the  direction  of  George- 
town. But  whether  in  that  direction  or  toward  Marshall,  I respectfully 
suggest  that  supplies  should  be  forwarded  to  Tipton  or  Sedalia,  if  break 
in  road  has  been  repaired,  and,  if  necessary  to  wagon  them  beyond. 
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press  teams  if  no  Government  transportation  can  be  had.  My  opinion 
IS  that  the  rebel  force  is  greatly  exaggerated,  and  that  the  whole  thing 
will  not  reach  1,800  men.  The  men  I ordered  to  Jefierson  City  and 
Boouville,  about  600,  have  joined  General  Brown. 

O.  GUITAK, 

Brigadier- General, 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  13, 1863 — 4 p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Guitar,  Macon  City : 

There  are  strong  indications  that  the  rebels  intend  to  cross  the  Mis- 
souri Eiver,  if  possible.  I am  told  there  is  a place  near  the  north  of  the 
La  Mine  where  the  river  is  fordable  at  this  time.  Doubtless  there  may 
be  other  places.  All  such  should  be  guarded  j also  all  ferry-boats. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 


Glasgow,  Mo.,  October  13, 1863—4.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

The  messenger  who  brought  in  Major  Leonard’s  dispatch  reports  the 
rebels  divided,  8 miles  southwest  of  Arrow  Eock,  this  morning  about  7 
o’clock.  He  reports  a fight  at  dark  last  night  on  Blackwater;  also  a 
skirmish  this  a.  m.  below  Arrow  Eock.  He  reports  about  100  rebels 
passed  through  Arrow  Eock  last  night,  and  came  within  2 miles  of  Sa- 
line City,  where  they  turned  in  direction  of  Marshall,  except  15  or  20, 
who  came  on  up  the  river  and  scattered. 

A.  F.  DENEY, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel, 


Saint  Louis,  Ma,  October  14,  1863 — 3.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

General  Brown  brought  the  rebels  under  Shelby  to  a decisive  engage- 
ment yesterday.  The  fight  was  obstinate,  and  lasted  five  hours.  The 
rebels  were  finally  completely  routed  and  scattered  in  all  directions, 
with  loss  of  all  their  artillery  and  baggage,'  and  a large  number  of 
small-arms  and  prisoners.  The  enemy’s  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is 
very  great.  Ours  is  also  large.  Our  troops  are  still  pursuing  the 
flying  rebels. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 


Glasgow,  Mo.,  ‘October  14,  [1863] — 9.15  a.  m. 
General  Guitar,  Macon  City : 

Lieutenant  [Alexander  K.j  Cropp,  of  Company  C,  has  returned  with 
his  company.  He  left  Major  Leonard  yesterday  at  noon,  below  Arrow 
Eock.  He  reports  about  the  same  facts  telegraphed  you  last  night.  He 
states  that  the  impression  is  that  Shelby  is  going  toward  Lexington. 
The  lieutenant  reports  a scattered  force  of  75  to  100  west  of  this,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river.  A small  lot  of  rebels  came  up  to  his  camp  last 
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night.  He  routed  them  and  captured  one  horse  and  one  Enfield  rifle. 
Is  it  necessary  to  detain  the  steamboat  Annie  Jacobs  at  this  post  any 
longer  ? 

A.  E.  DENNY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel. 


Macon,  Mo.,  October  14,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

Cannonading  was  heard  at  10  a.  m.  yesterday  in  the  vicinity  of  Mar- 
shall. The  main  body  of  the  rebels  are  certainly  moving  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Lexington. 

O.  GUITAE, 

Brigadier- General . 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  14,  1863—3.15  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Guitar  : 

General  Brown  beat  the  rebels  splendidly  yesterday.  Captured  all 
their  artillery,  baggage,  a large  number  of  small-arms,  and  many  pris- 
oners. The  rebels  were  scattered  in  all  directions.  Look  out  for  the 
flying  rebels  if  any  of  them  attempt  to  cross  the  river. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

* Major-General. 


Knobnoster,  Mo.,  October  14, 1863. 
Commanding  Officer , Harrisonville : 

A force  of  400  rebels  reported  at  a point  16  miles  north  of  Warren s- 
burg  this  evejiing  j said  to  be  going  southwest.  Send  to  other  stations, 
and  call  on  acting  assistant  adjutant- general.  District  of  the  Border,  at 
Kansas  City,  to  re-enforce  Pleasant  Hill,  Harrisonville,  and  Hickman 
Mills. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis ^ Ifo.,  October  14,  1863 — 3 p.  m. 

Colonel  Gravely  : 

The  rebels  were  badly  beaten  yesterday  near  Marshall,  in  Saline 
County,  and  scattered  in  all  directions,  with  loss  of  all  their  artillery 
and  baggage.  Inform  General  McNeil,  and  tell  him  to  look  out  for  the 
tlving  rebels. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Tipton,  October  14, 1863. 

General  Totten  : 

Sir  : Your  last  dispatch  just  received.  No  additional  news.  Scout  on 
the  way  from  Boonville.  General,  unless  I can  mount  the  men  at  this 
l)ost,  1 canno't  send  the  dispatches  which  you  order.  All  the  mounted 
men  are  out. 

J.  F.  HHME, 

Major ^ Commanding. 
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California,  Mo.,  October  14,  18G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  Totten  : 

There  were  about  20  thieves  commenced  stealing  horses  near  the 
river  north  of  this  last  night  at  dark.  Crossed  the  railroad  east  of  this, 
and  hid  in  the  brush  at  daylight.  After  traveling  all  day,  found  their 
camp  at  3 o’clock;  sent  scout  after  them,  and  I have  posted  men  to 
catch  them. 

F.  W.  HICKOX, 

Colonel. 


General  Totten: 


Headquarters, 

’ Sedalia,  Mo.,  October  14,  1863. 


I have  just  received  the  following,  the  substance  of  a dispatch  from 
Brigadier-General  Brown,  wiiich,  if  yon  can  advise  General  Totten, 
may  be  of  service: 

We  have  had  a glorious  victory,  capturing  the  enemy’s  artillery,  a large  number  of 
small-arms,  part  of  his  train,  and  a long  hst  of  killed, ‘wounded,  &c. 

This  dispatch  was  dated  at  Marshall,  October  13,  1863,  3 p.  m.,  and 
stated  that  the  battle  lasted  five  hours,  and  that  General  Brown’s  forces 
were  pursuing  the  e^iemy  in  all  directions.  Our  casualties  heavy;  the 
enemy’s  more  so. 

. ^ GEORGE  H.  HALL, 

P Colonel  Fourth  Missouri  IState  Militia  Cavalry. 


General  Totten: 


Tipton,  Mo.,  October  14,  1863. 


A messenger  Just  arrived,  saying  enemy,  in  force,  retreating  toward, 
and  are  close  to,  Syracuse,  Mo. 


S.  M.  CUEEAX, 

Captain  First  Ffebrasha. 


Glasgow,  October  14,  [1863]— 5 p.  m. 

General  O.  Guitar,  Macon  : 

A citizen  has  just  arrived  from  Marshall,  who  reports  that  Colonel 
Hall  headed  Shelby  yesterday  morning  at  7 o’clock,  and  engaged  him  ;■ 
that  General  Brown  came  upon  his  rear  soon  afterward,  and  the  fight 
lasted  four  hours.  The  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  small  on  both 
sides.  General  Brown  captured  one  gun  and  Shelby’s  entire  baggage 
train.  The  rebels  divided,  part  going  in  the  direction  of  Miami  and 
part  returning  in  the  direction  of  Jonesborough. 

Another  citizen,  just  in  from  La  Fayette  County,  reports  that  at  3 p. 
m.  yesterday  an  engagement  took  place  at  Fairview,  midway  between 
Marshall  and  Miami ; that  the  Federals  camped  at  Fairview  last  night, 
and  were  scouring  the  country  this  morning,  liunting  the  guns  that 
Shelby  is  supposed  to  have  hid. 

A.  F.  HENXY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel. 
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Patterson,  Mo.,  October  14,  1863. 

General  Fisk: 

Dr.  Pollok  has  just  arrived  at  our  camp.  He  is  wounded  in  the  right 
hip  and  left  arm ; not  dangerous.  Sergeant  Gillespie  is  a prisoner.  The 
doctor  thinks  thev  will  not  kill  him. 

P.  L.  POWERS. 


Marshall,  Mo.,  October  14, 1863—8  a.  m. 
Major-General  Sohofield  : 

The  scattered  force  of  the  enemy  have  moved  to  the  west,  and  I learn 
that  they  will  concentrate  with  Quantrill  and  Jackman,  near  the  head- 
waters of  the  Sni.  I have  thrown  a force  into  Lexington,  and  my  main 
force  is  following  them.  Weer  moved  west  this  morning. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

E.  B.  BROWIS^ 
Brigadier- General.,  Commanding. 


La  Mine  Bridge,  Mo., 

October  14,  1863 — 2.30  p.  m. 
General  Totten:  • 

A force  of  rebels  are  reported  to  be  at  Otterville,  robbing  that  town. 
I have  scouts  in  every  direction.  There  is  a rumor  that  General  Price 
is  at  Warsaw  with  3,000  men,  and  will  be  in  Syracuse  or  Lebanon  to- 
day or  to-morrow.  This  is  only  a rumor.  The  lieutenant  commanding 
at  Otterville  reports  the  rebels  approaching  that  town. 

R.  H.  BROWK, 

Major,  Commanding. 


La  Mine  Bridge,  Mo.,  October  14,  1863. 

General  Totten: 

About  250  of  the  rebels  crossed  about  2 miles  from  this  place,  going 
south.  They  were  reported  1,000  strong  at  Lebanon.  They  have  di- 
vided their  forces, .part  going  west  of  this  place  and  part  east  of  it.  I 
have  45  wagons  here  loaded  with  supplies  for  the  forces  of  Generals 
Brown  and  Ewing.  I shall  keep  them  here  for  the  present.  Some  of 
my  scouts  are  taken  by  the  rebels,  I fear,  as  they  have  not  returned. 

R.  H.  BROWN, 

Major,  Commanding. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  14, 1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  Baumer, 

First  Nebraska  Volunteer  Infantry,  Tuscumbia  : 

Parties  of  rebels  are  crossing  the  Pacific  Railroad  this  p.  m.,  going 
south,  in  the  retreat  from  the  regions  of  Boonville,  Marshall,  &c.,  where 
they  have  been  badly  beaten,  and  lost  their  artillery.  They  will  reach 
the  Osage  by  to-morrow  some  time,  jirobably.  The  extermination  of  the 
rebels,  or  their  capture,  is  the  all-important  thing,  now  they  are  broken 
and  flying  from  our  victorious  troops.  A party  of  rebels,  numbering  20, 
passed  south,  2 miles  east  of  California ; another  much  larger  force 
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passed  near  Syracuse,  and  another  party,  of  250,  passed  near  and  west 
of  La  Mine  Brid^^e.  Place  parties  of  infantry  at  the  fords  within  10  miles 
of  Tuscumbia,  if  possible,  up  and  down  the  Osa^]fe,  and  prepare  the  nec- 
essary ambuscade  for  the  reception  of  rebel  squads. 

Send  the  inclosed  dispatch  forward  with  all  haste,  under  a strong 
escort  of  cavalry,  if  you  have  it,  to  Colonel  Morton  at  Linn  Creek,  and 
hold  the  balance  of  the  cavalry  subject  to  Colouel  Morton’s  orders.  The 
forces  at  the  fords  should  get  quickly  into  their  positions,  and  then  keep 
quiet  for  the  rebels  to  come  up. 

By  direction  of  Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

I am,  verv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

LUCIEN  J.  BAENES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  14,  1863. 

Col.  Quin  Morton, 

Commanding  Linn  Creels,  Missouri : 

Parties  of  rebels  are  crossing  the  Pacific  Eailroad,  going  south,  in  re- 
treat from  the  regions  of  Boonville,  of  Marshall,  &c.,  where  they  have 
been  badly  beaten.  They  will  reach  the  Osage  by  to-morrow  some  time, 
I expect.  Keep  your  cavalry  on  the  lookout,  but  not  too  much  scattered 
as  to  prevent  your  concentratir^  there  at  short  notice,  if  General  Scho- 
field should  so  command.  The  extermination  of  the  rebels,  or  their 
capture,  is  the  all-important  thing,  now  that  they  are  broken  and  flying 
from  our  victorious  troops.  A party  of  20  rebels  passed  south,  2 miles 
east  of  California  5 another  much  larger  party  passed  near  Syracuse  ; a 
third,  of  250  men,  passed  near  La  Mine  Bridge.  It  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  Colonel  Edwards,  at  Warsaw,  should  know  these  facts, 
and  I beg  you  will  send  a strong  escort  with  messenger  to  him  to  con- 
vey the  news,  and  to  all  United  States  troops  along  the  Osage  to  Warsaw. 
Haste  is  of  the  greatest  importance.  The  rebels  are,  doubtless,  much 
demoralized  and  broken  down,  and,  consequently,  the  hope  is  they  will 
rest  for  some  hours  to-night,  and  give  us  time  to  get  information  through 
to  the  various  points  on  the  Osage.  Be  sure  to  use  the  utmost  exertions 
to  forward  the  news.  There  is  an  imi)ortant  and  favorite  crossing  to  the 
rebels  12  miles  east  of  Warsaw,  toward  which  they  now  appear  to  be 
moving  from  La  Mine  Bridge.  Colonel  Edwards  should  be  informed  of 
this.  The  messenger  I send  you  cannot  go  on ; fresh  men  and  horses 
should  be  sent.  I send  to  Tuscumbia,  and  they  send  from  that  place  to 
you. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JAS.  TOTTEK, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[P.  S.] — The  column  of  rebels  under  Colonel  Hunter,  500  stong  and 
one  piece  artillery,  finally  escaped  over  Duroc  Ford. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  14,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  Saint  Louis  : 

Morton  reports  from  Linn  Creek,  dated  yesterday.  Command  800 
strong,  independent  of  local  garrison  (two  companies  of  militia).  H e has 
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seut  four  companies  to  Tuscumbia  unnecessarily,  as  I have  there  battal- 
ion First  Nebraska.  I propose,  with  your  approbation,  to  send  Morton 
up  the  Osage ; his  infantry,  150  strong,  to  Duroc,  a favorite  ford  of 
rebMs,  about  12  miles  below  Warsaw,  and  two  companies  of  his  cavalry 
west  of  him,  watching  the  fords  of  the  Osage.  I await  your  orders. 
The  two  companies  of  militia  at  Linn  Creek  can  take  care  of  the  fords 
at  that  place  and  Mining  Post. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-General. . 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  14,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  Quin  Morton, 

Linn  Creek,  Missouri: 

Your  report  of  arrival  at  Linn  Creek  has  been  received  by  General 
Totten,  temporarily  in  command  in  this  vicinity.  By  direction  of  Major- 
General  Schofield,  this  moment  received  by  telegraph,  you  will  concen- 
trate your  command  at  Linn  Creek,  and  near  there,  and  be  prepared  to 
move  at  a moment’s  notice  upon  receipt  of  further  orders.  Colonel 
Edwards  has  1,500  men  watching  the  fords  about  Warsaw  and  Osceola. 
The  latest  information  from  the  enemy  is  as  follows:  Monday  night  was 
moving  on  road  from  Boonville  to  Marshall ; General  Brown  on  his 
rear.  Skirmished  with  him  at  crossing  of  La  Mine ; killed  15  rebels, 
and  lost  none.  Had  another  skirmish  yesterday  morning,  and  about 
noon  cannonading  was  heard  at  Sedalia.  At  3 a.  m.  yesterday  General 
Brown  was  8 miles  east  of  Marshall,  moving  westward  rapidly.  Y'^our 
command  is  to  be  held  in  hand,  ready  to  strike  them  if  they  double  and 
return  eastward  or  scatter  and  fly  in  your  direction. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LCJCIEN  J.  BARNES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  14,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

Colonel  Edwards  has  1,500  men  watching  the  fords  about  Warsaw 
and  Osceola.  I think  Morton  should  keep  his  troops  pretty  well  con- 
centrated near  Linn  Creek,  a‘nd  keep  them  fresh,  ready  to  strike  the 
rebels  if  they  double  and  come  east  again.  If  the  rebels  continue  west, 
Morton  should  move  as  far  west  as  Warsaw,  while  Edwards  goes  still 
farther.  I hope  to  get  information  soon. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  14, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

Colonel  Crittenden  reports  his  return  to  Boonville.  Followed  enemy 
across  Blackwater,  and  thence  pursued  300  rebels  reported  as  having 
gone  toward  Arrow  Rock  and  Boonville.  Has  Major  Leonard’s  com- 
mand with  him.  People  in  Boonville  much  alarmed,  fearing  rebels  will 
return  in  that  direction,  as  rumored.  He  reports  himself  as  without 
rations,  and  awaits  orders.  I sent  Isabella  up  yesterday  with  20,000 
rations,  to  relieve  troops  along  the  river  as  far  as  Lexington.  I think 
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Crittenden,  with  Leonard’s  command,  shonld  remain  at  Boonville, 
watching  broken  squads  of  the  enemy  along  the  La  Mine.  Instructions 
asked.  Sent  your  orders  to  Morton.  Don’t  forget  ford  across  Osage 
at  Duroc. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  14,  1863— 3 p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

Let  Crittenden  remain  at  Boonville  with  his  present  force  and  scour 
the  country,  especially  along  the  river,  and  pick  up  the  scattered  rebels 
who  may  come  that  way. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  14,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  T.  Crittenden, 

Comma7iding  Boonville^  via,  Tipto^i : 

General  Schofield  directs  that  you  scour  the  country,  especially  along 
the  river,  and  pick  up  the  scattered  rebels  who  may  come  that  way. 
News  of  General  Brown’s  victory  yesterday  received.  Watch  the  La 
Mine  country. 

LUCIEN  J.  BAENES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


V Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  14,  [1863.] 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  Xowis  : 

I A messenger  from  Syracuse  to  Tipton  says  rebels  are  retreating  in  force 
I via  former  place.  Major  Brown,  at  La  Mine,  says  the  lieutenant  com- 
I manding  at  Otterville  reports  rebels  approaching  latter  place.  Eumors 
)|  at  La  Mine  report  Price  coming  north,  and  already  at  Warsaw.  Ed- 
it wards’  forces  have  caused  the  rumors,  doubtless.  I have  sent  your 
instructions  to  Crittenden. 

I ' JAS.  TOTTEN, 

H Brigadier- Geiieral. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  14,  [1863.] 
Col.  N.  Cole,  via  Tipton : 

By  direction  of  Major-General  Schofield,  you  will  move  with  your 
command  to  Sedalia,  or  some  point  where  you  can  fall  upon  the  enemy 
if  he  attempts  to  escape  southward.  General  Schofield  says  General 
Brown  has  plenty  of  troops  to  deal  with  the  rebels,  and  the  great  ob- 
ject now  is  to  intercept  their  broken  columns.  If  you  are  with  General 
Brown,  show  him  this.  If  you  are  away  from  him  and  acting  under  his 
orders  in  an  important  movement,  you  must  then  exercise  your  discre- 
tion 5 otherwise  obey  General  Schofield’s,  as  above  indicated. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


656  MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 

Boonville,  Mo.,  October  14,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 
Lucien  J.  Barnes,  Assistaiit  Adjutant- General  : 

Dispatches  just  in  from  General  Guitar  to  Major  Leonard,  ordering 
him  to  await  orders  from  you  ; informs  him  that  he  learns  a band  of 
several  hundred  would  undertake  to  cross  the  river  about  the  mouth 
of  La  Mine.  Number  exaggerated,  it  is  supposed.  I have  forwarded 
in  haste  your  telegram  to  General  Brown.  Know  not  where  he  is. 
Have  sent  to  Marshall,  Saline  County.  Isabella  not  arrived  yet. 

T.  T.  OKITTENDEN, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  14, 1863. 
Captain  Hannahs,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

The  rebels  under  Shelby  passed  Marshall,  in  Saline  County,  going 
west,  before  noon  yesterday.  General  Brown  and  Colonel  Weer  were 
close  upon  them,  and  had  a tight  about  noon.  General  Ewing  was 
farther  east.  Possibly  the  rebels  may  reach  the  Kansas  line.  Keep  a 
sharp  lookout  for  them,  and,  if  they  approach  the  Kansas  line,  try  to 
head  them  off,  and  detain  them  until  the  troops  in  pursuit  can  come  up. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City,  ilio.,  October  14,  1863. 
Commanding  Officers  of  Stations  on  the  Border : 

The  rebel  Colonel  Shelby  passed  through  Marshall,  Saline  County, 
yesterday  about  noon,  where  our  forces,  under  General  Brown  and  Colo- 
nel Weer,  engaged  him,  and  routed  him,  with  a loss  of  100,  his  artillery, 
and  train.  Loss  on  our  side  slight.  General  Ewing  is  co-operating 
with  General  Brown.  It  is  not  impossible  that  Shelby  may  attempt  to 
escape  through  Kansas  south,  whicli  must  be  resisted  with  all  the  efforts 
in  our  power.  You  will  keep  up  thorough  patrol  night  and  day,  and 
send  out  daily  into  Missouri  as  large  scouting  iiarties  as  the  strength  of 
your  commands  will  allow.  If  any  signs  of  an  enemy  in  force  are  seen, 
spare  not  horse-flesh  in  conveying  the  news  to  adjoining  stations  and 
to  the  border  towns  in  Kansas. 

The  latest  news  from  our  forces  is  full  of  encouragement,  and  gives  a 
promise  that  the  rebels  will  be  severely  punished,  if  not  captured  and 
destroyed.  Let  renewed  and  ceaseless  vigilance  be  exercised  by  every 
officer  and  soldier  along  the  entire  border. 

Commanding  officers  of  stations  will  read  and  forward  to  the  lowest 
station  in  this  district. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Ewing  : 

J.  M.  HADLEY, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Two  Miles  Southwest  of.  Longwood,  Mo., 

October  14,  1863 — 4 a.  m. 

Commanding  Officer,  Warrensburg,  Mo.  : 

The  enemy  at  noon  yesterday  was  flghting  with  General  Brown’s 
forces,  near  Marshall,  and  retreating  rapidly  west  or  southwest.’  CoIq- 
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nel  Weer,  with  his  cavalry  command,  has  gone  north,  and  must  be  close 
on  the  enemy’s  rear.  Send  me  all  information  by  Warrensburg  and 
Knobnoster. 

As  the  enemy  approaches,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  cover  the  country 
north  of  the  Harrisonviile,  Warrensburg,  and  Sedalia  road  with  scout- 
ing parties  of  citizen  militia  or  soldiers,  to  give  information  which  will 
enable  us  to  head  him.  It  is  thought  he  will  strike  southwest  from 
Marshall,  but  notbing  is  certainly  known,  as  the  troops  which  have 
caught  up  with  the  enemy  have  so  far  given  no  information  to  the  co- 
operating forces  under  my  command. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 

(Same  to  commanding  officers  at  Harrisonviile,  Pleasant  Hill,  Hick- 
man Mills,  Kansas  City,  Westport,  &c.) 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Samt  Louis,  October  15,  18G3. 
Major-General  Steele,  Little  Boeli,  Arlc. : 

General  : Several  officers  and  men  belonging  to  Marmaduke’s  com- 
mand have  recently  been  captured  in  Missouri  and  the  northern  part 
of  Arkansas.  Deserters  from  Marmaduke’s  division  report  that  a large 
proportion  of  that  division  are  returning  across  the  Arkansas  Kiver, 
either  as  deserters  or  for  the  purpose  of  making  raids  into  Missouri.  It 
is  reported  that  one  Colonel  Shaver  is  now  at  Jacksonport  collecting 
and  organizing  these  men.  It  is  important  that  this  oiieration  be  broken 
up,  if  possible.  It  gives  endless  trouble  in  Missouri.  Shelby  left  Price 
near  Arkadelphia  in  the  latter  part  of  September,-  crossed  the  Arkansas 
near  Ozark,  and  succeeded  in  reaching  the  Missouri  Eiver  before  force 
enough  could  be  concentrated  to  stop  him.  He  has  been  beaten  and  his 
force  scattered.  Most  of  it  will  probably  be  captured,  but  not  until 
they  have  done  great  damage.  His  force  was  from  1,000  to  1,500  men, 
with  two  pieces  of  artillerjL  If  x>ossible,  the  line  of  the  Arkansas 
should  be  occupied  so  as  to  prevent  organized  bodies  like  Shelby’s  from 
crossing,  and  the  country  north  of  the  river  should  be  so  occupied  as 
to  prevent  stragglers  who  may  come  across  from  concentrating  and  or- 
ganizing for  raids  into  Missouri.  If  you  can  send  a regiment  of  cavalry 
to  Jacksonport,and  one  in  the  Arkansas  Valley,  about  midway  between 
Little  Rock  and  Ozark,  I can  probably  do  the  rest  by  the  use  of  troops, 
in  Missouri  and  Western  Arkansas.  The  troops  thus  detached  would 
have  to  subsist  mainly  upon  the  country,  which  I presume  could  be 
done  with  but  little  difficult^L 

Please  inform  me  what  you  can  do  in  this  matter,  and  also  what 
progress  you  are  making  in  raising  new  troops  in  Arkansas. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  15,  18G3 — 11.10  a.  m. 
.Brigadier-General  McNeil  : 

General  Brown  informs  me  that  after  the  fight  on  the  13th  most  of 
the  scattered  rebel  forces  moved  west  Iroin  Marshall.  He  thinks  they 
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will  couceutrate  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Snibar.  Brown’s  forces 
and  Weer’s  are  in  pursuit.  Look  out  for  them  at  Osceola  and  west  of 
that  place.  Order  Colonel  Morton  to  guard  the  Osage  as  far  up  as 
Warsaw. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis ^ Mo..,  October  15,  1863—11.15  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

General  Brown  informs  me  that  most  of  the  rebel  force  went  west 
after  the  fight  at  Marshall.  He  thinks  they  will  concentrate  on  the 
headwaters  of  the  Snibar.  McNeil  is  moving  west  from  Buffalo  to  cut 
ofl‘  their  retreat  south.  Dispatch  Morton  to  guard  the  Osage  as  far 
west  as  Warsaw. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General.  ' 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  15,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Brown, 

Commanding  Forces  in  the  Field.,  via  Tipton  : 

As  many  as  four  squads  of  rebels,  numbering  from  20  to  250,  have 
crossed  the  railroad  at  diiierent  points  between  La  Mine  and  California. 
We  are  deficient  in  cavalry  in  this  direction,  and  we  hear  of  none  of 
yours  in  pursuit  of  these  bauds.  As  many  as  400,  in  four  equal  detach- 
ments, should  be  sent  at  once  in  tlie  direction  of  Warsaw,  La  Mine, 
V ersailles,  and  California.  Please  send  these  detachments  at  once,  if 
possible,  so  that,  if  driven  back  northward,  something  may  meet  them. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  15, 1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  Quin  AIorton, 

. Linn  Creeh.,  Missouri : 

By  direction  of  General  Schofield,  just  received  by  telegraph,  you 
will  with  your  force  guard  the  line  of  the  Osage  as  far  west  as  and  in- 
cluding Warsaw.  The  bulk  of  the  rebel  force  went  west  after  the  fight, 
and  General  Brown  thinks  will  concentrate  on  the  headwaters  of  the 
Snibar.  Squads  of  them,  however,  crossed  the  railroad,  going  south, 
as  dispatched  you  by  last  evening’s  messenger.  Watch  for  all  such 
squads,  and  exterminate  the  thieves.  Let  your  troops  occupy  the  Osage 
as  quickly  as  possible  to  Warsaw.  General  McNeil  is  moving  west  from 
Buffalo.  The  general  also  suggests  that  it  would  be  well  for  you  to 
watch  the  ford  at  or  near  Mining  Post. 

Yery  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

LUCIEN  J.  BAENES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  October  15,  186^  • 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Deserters  from  Price’s  army  report  that  nearly  all  of  Marmaduke’s 
division  have  deserted,  and  are  coming  into  Missouri,  mai^y  to  go  home,  if 
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they  can ; otherwise  to  make  raids  after  the  manner  of  Shelby.  Colonel 
Shaver  is  now  at  Jacksonport,  endeavoring  to  rally  them  for  organiza- 
tioDj  and  a march  upon  Missouri.  We  have  captured  3 of  Shaver’s  offi- 
cers, and,  from  their  reports,  I conclude  Eolla  to  be  the  point  aimed  for. 
I have  ordered  a party  in  the  direction  of  Alton,  to  obtain  information. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  October  15, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

I am  satisfied  that  the  rebel  gang  in  Southeastern  Missouri  and  North- 
ern Arkansas  are  obtaining  their  munitions  of  war  from  points  on  both 
sides  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  between  Saint  Louis  and  Cape  Girardeau. 
Since  the  occupation  of  Little  Eock  by  our  forces,  the  rebels  north  of 
the  Arkansas  have  no  depot  from  which  to  obtain  munitions,  and  their 
friends  in  Saint  Louis  arc  doubtless  furnishing  them  as  best  they  can. 
1 have  a party  now  in  pursuit  of  seven  kegs  of  powder  en  route  from 
Saint  Genevieve  to  the  swamps  below.  I wish  you  would  attach  all  the 
river  counties  below  Saint  Louis  and  on  the  Iron  Mountain  Eailroad  to 
my  district,  and  fix  my  headquarters  at  Saint  Louis,  where  I can  reach 
the  whole  district  with  greater  facility  than  from  this  point,  and  can 
do  other  good  service  at  the  same  time. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  16,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Missouri^  Saint  LouiSj  Mo. : 

Major  Brown,  at  La  Mine,  says  Major  Houts,  Seventh  Eegiment  Mis- 
souri State  Militia,  has  just  returned  from  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and 
reports  100  encamped  night  before  last  16  miles  south  of  La  Mine,  near 
Florence,  and  were  making  for  the  Osage,  between  Cole  Camp  and 
Versailles.  They  had  one  piece  of  artillery. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  16,  1863—1  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

Your  dispatch  informs  me  that  Major  Houts,  Seventh  Missouri  State 
Militia,  has  just  returned  from  the  pursuit,  apparently  leaving  the  enemy 
to  go  off  at  his  leisure  at  any  time,  when  a vigorous  pursuit  should  be 
most  effective.  This  matter  requires  full  investigation. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Brig.  Gen.  James  Totten  : 

The  rebels,  pursued  by  Colonel 
not  to-day. 


Sedalia,  Mo.,  October  16,  1863.  • 
Hall,  passed  Cole  Camp  yesterday, 

E.  B.  BEOWN, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  16,  1863—7.30  p.  m. 
Lieuteuaut-Colouel  Bishop,  Springfield,  Mo.: 

Shelby’s  force,  about  500  strong,  passed  Bose  Hill  last  night.  Inform 
General  McXeil. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  16,  1863. 
Colonel  Gravely,  Lebanon,  Mo. : 

Four  hundred  or  500  rebels,  with  one  piece  of  artillery,  camped  near 
Florence,  16  miles  south  of  the  railroad,  night  before  last.  They  were 
making  for  the  Osage,  between  Cole  Camp  and  A^ersailles,  at  last  ac- 
counts. A number  of  the  rebel  force,  about  600,  under  Shelby,  passed 
near  Clinton  night  before  last,  going  south.  It  is  understood  that  Quan- 
trill  and  others  are  somewhere  in  the  border  counties,  and  will  try  to 
join  Shelby  south  of  the  Osage.  Inform  General  McNeil  and  Colonel 
Morton. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Lebanon,  Mo.,  October  16,  1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bishop,  Coyywianding  : 

Captain  [W.  W.]  Owens  left  Lebanon  very  early  this  morning  with 
escort  of  40  men.  This  evening  General  Schofield  telegraphs  me  that 
500  rebels  were  moving  this  way,  encamping  near  Florence  night  before 
last.  I had  but  few  men,  and  did  not  receive  your  dispatch  until  after 
Owens  left.  I thought  all  right.  Please  send  out  some  men  to  meet 
him  to-morrow  night,  as  he  will  be  in  a dangerous  place. 

J.  J.  GRAVELY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Lexington,  Mo.,  October  16,  1863 — 6 p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield:  j 

Shelby  is  retreating  southward  iirecipitately.  He  is  on  Blackwater  ^ 
to-night,  closely  pursued.  He  will  pass  west  of  Warrensburg.  I cap- 
tured, 5 miles  below  Waverly,  this  morning,  all  his  transportation  and 
two  ambulances  ; also  two  wagons  loaded  with  ammunition.  His  forces 
are  scattered.  He  has  now  about  500  men  with  him  ; one-half  cut  ofi’ 
yesterday  in  fight  in  Marshall. 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Bolivar,  Mo.,  October  16,  1863 — 11  p.  m. 
Col.  A.  W.  Bishop,  Commanding  Post,  Springfield,  Mo. : . 

Colonel  : I leave  immediately  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who,  1,000 
strong,  passed  Humansville  at  sundown  this  evening.  Send  all  the 
available  cavalry  force,  with  utmost  speed,  to  Mount  Vernon,  to  intercept 
them.  Communicate  with  me.  I shall  go  by  way  of  Greenfield. 

Yours,  &c., 

C.  B.  HOLLAND, 

Brig.  Gen.,  Comdg.  Enrolled  Mo.  Militia,  Uh  Mil.  JJist.  of  Missouri, 
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Headouauteus  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  October  IG,  18G3. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis : 

Surgeon  Pollok,  Third  Colorado  Infantry,  who  was  wounded  and  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  at  the  recent  fight  at  Pitman’s  Perry,  has 
been  released  and  sent  to  our  lines.  The  doctor  concludes  from  what  he 
learned  while  in  captivity  that  the  enemy  will  concentrate  on  Crowley’s 
Ridge,  abandon  their  project  of  a raid  into  Missouri,  and  give  special 
attention  to  bushwhacking  our  transports  on  the  Mississippi  River.  I 
am  fitting  out  an  expedition  that  will  go  and  see  about  it.  ' 

I have  deserters  direct  from  Price’s  army,  who  state  that  the  old  fertil- 
izer was  at  Arkadelphia,  where  he  would  remain  until  he  could  learn  the 
result  of  the  election  in  Ohio.  A captured  rebel  mail,  in  which  are  let- 
ters from  Missouri  rebel  officers,  gives  the  same  information.  Gov.  Tom 
C.  Reynolds  had  made  an  address  to  the  Missourians,  stating  that  Eng- 
land and  France  had  recognized  the  Southern  Confederacy;  that  the 
ports  of  Boston  and  New  York  were  already  blockaded,  and  the  election 
of  Vallandigham  in  Ohio  would  end  the  war  and  restore  Missouri’s  scarred 
veterans  to  their  homes.  Shelby  had  been  sent  to  the  Missouri  River^ 
where  2,500  men  would  join  him,  repossess  the  State  capital,  and  expel 
the  Gamble  d3masty. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  October  16,  1863 — 12.30  a.  m. 

Col.  E.  Lynde, 

Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Trading  Post,  Kans.  : 

Colonel  : Inclosed  you  will  find  dispatches  from  General  Ewing. 
Send  all  available  forces  below  Cold  Water  Grove  at  once  to  Little 
Osage,  with  instructions  to  move,  in  the  absence  of  orders,  from  that 
place  southeast,  until  they  strike  the  trail  of  the  enemy  going  out;  or, 
if  they  should  find  that  he  has  gone  south  of  Little  Osage  before  they 
arrive  there,  they  will  jiush  on,  by  the  nearest  route,  for  his  trail.  I will 
send  you  40  men  from  Aubrey,  to  replace  those  jmu  send  out,  and  40 
from  Westport,  or  this  place,  and,  if  more  are  needed,  call  on  militia. 
By  order  of  Brigadier  General  Ewing  : 

J.  M.  HADLEY, 

First  LieutenaM  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


California,  Mo.,  October  IG,  18G3— 12.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier- General  Totten  : 

The  rebels  took  horses  from  lo.yal  men  and  left  broken-down  horses 
in  their  place.  Shall  I take  the  horses  and  leave  them  without  any  I 
Answer. 

F.  W.  HICKOX. 
Colonel  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  IG,  1863. 

Brigadier- General  Totten  : 

I have  telegraphed  Brown  relative  to  Houts.  The  cavalry  at  Boon- 
ville  might  be  ordered  down  below  the  railroad,  and  some  infantry  sent 
to  Boonville,  if  necessary. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  16,  1863—9  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

I would  like  to  have  you  return  to  Saint  Louis  as  soon  as  you  can 
turn  over  matters  to  General  Brown  in  proper  shape. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  16,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Totten,  Jefferson  City,  Mo.  : 

The  following  dispatch  appeared  in  the  Saint  Louis  Union  yesterday: 

Jefferson  City,  Octoher  14,  1863—2  p.  m. 

The  enemy  have  taken  up  winter  quarters  in  Saline  County.  General  Brown  has 
their  artillery  and  train;  fought  five  hours  yesterday.  The  enemy  are  flyiDg  in  all 
directions.  Brown  and  other  loyal  soldiers,  who  love  their  duty  more  than  politics, 
are  in  hot  pursuit.  Glorious  victory  for  the  Schofield  dynasty.  Conservatives  do 
their  duty. 

LUCIEN  J.  BARNES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Please  ascertain  and  inform  me  without  delay  whether  Major  Barnes 
sent  the  above  dispatch,  and  to  whom  it  was  sent. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  283.  1 . Saint  Louis,  October  16,  1863. 

###**** 

IV.  The  Seventh  Eegiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  will  be  relieved 
from  active  service  this  evening. 

The  commanding  general  tenders  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  this 
regiment  his  thanks  for  their  prompt  response  to  the  call  for  their  serv- 
ices and  for  the  soldierly  manner  in  which  they  have  performed  their 
duties.  The  city  of  Saint  Louis  may  well  be  proud  of  such  a regiment. 
*###*#  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

OLIYEE  D.  GEEENE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  October  16,  1863. 

Major-General  Pope  ; . 

The  military  authorities  must  take  care  of  their  Indian  prisoners, 
unless  the  agents  of  the  Interior  Department  are  authorized  to  receive 
them. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 
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‘ Saint  Louis,  October  17,  1803 — 10  a.  m. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States  : 

The  papers  in  General  Blunt’s  case  were  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant- 
General  on  the  3d  instant.  May  I ask  to  know  your  pleasure  concern- 
iug  the  proposed  change  ? 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  17,  1803. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

If  any  troops  can  be  spared  from  General  Steele’s  command,  seud 
them  to  Memphis.  If  any  can  be  spared  from  Missouri,  send  them  to 
Louisville,  Ky. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters, 

TAnn  CreeJc,  Missouri,  October  17,  1803. 

[Lucien  J.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General :] 

General  : Your  orders,  by  messenger,  reached  me  yesterday  even- 
ing. The  troops  are  in  motion  to  obey  them.  Major  Fischer,  of  Fifth 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  moves  to  Warsaw  and  fords  between 
this  post  and  Warsaw,  with  sd\^en  companies  of  cavalry  ; his  headquar- 
ters will  be  at  Warsaw.  We  will  hold  the  following  fords  : Tuscumbia, 
Brockman’s,  Little  Grave,  Mining  Post,  Auglaize,  Burnett’s,  Salt  Shoal, 
Big  Kinchelo,  Foley’s,  Linn  Creek,  Dotson’s,  Whitten’s,  Williams’,  Car- 
rol’s, Cable’s,  Eaney  Creek,  Deer  Creek,  Little  Buffalo,  Wigwam,  Du- 
roc,  Hackberry,  and  Warsaw.  Several  of  these  fords  are  held  by 
infantry.  My  headquarters  will  still  be  at  this  place. 

General,  you  will  much  oblige  me  by  sending  late  papers,  as  I have 
not  seen  one  for  the  last  ten  days,  and  am  in  profound  ignorance  of 
what  is  going  on. 

I am,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

QUm  MOETON, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 


Wilmington,  Kans.,  October  17,  1863. 

Brigadier- General  Ewing  : 


Sir  : I started  on  the  11th  three  trains  to  Council  Grove,  with  orders 
to  scout  the  country  north  of  the  road.  The  escort  has  returned,  but 
found  that  the  rumors  about  rebels  being  in  that  part  of  the  country 
were  without  foundation. 

On  the  16th  I started  five  more,  and  this  morning,  the  17th,  have  got 
one  more  started.  There  has  been  some  excitement  here,  caused  by  a 
report  that  Quantrill  was  coming  into  the  valley  of  the  Neosho;  but 
the  excitement  is  again  going  down.  1 have  kept  scouts  out,  but  have 
failed  so  far  to  find  them,  or  of  getting  any  information  of  the  rebels. 
There  is  nothing  of  further  importance  to  communicate.  Eecruiting  is 
progressing  rather  slowly  ; I have  recruited  but  two  yet. 

Your  humble  servant. 


JOHN  M.  ALLEN, 

Captain  Company  Kj  Eleventh  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo., 
October  18,  1863—11.30  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halle CK, 

General-in-Chief  : 

I have  directed  General  Steele  to  send  to  Memphis  all  the  troops  he 
can  spare,  retaining  only  enough  for  the  defense  of  the  line  of  the  Ar- 
kansas Eiver.  I will  send  one  regiment  and  a battery  from  Saint  Louis, 
and  probably  more  in  a short  time.  I have  nearly  made  an  end  of 
Shelby^s  raiders. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 


Saint  Louis,  October  18, 1863 — 11  a.  m. 
Major-General  Steele,  Little  Bock : 

The  General-in-Chief  directs  that  if  any  troops  can  be  spared  from 
your  command  they  be  sent  to  Memphis.  Please  send  all  you  can  spare, 
retaining  only  enough  for  defense  of  the  line  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver. 
We  must  suspend  aggressive  operations  until  Eosecrans  gains  his  point. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Lebanon,  Mo.,  October  18, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

General:  I have  just  received  reliable  information  that  the  rebels, 
400  or  5.00  strong,  marched  into  Buffalo  this  morning  at  daylight,  and 
took  i)ossession  of  the  towij.  At  9 o’clock  this  morning  about  200  rebels 
crossed  the  Springfield  road  20  miles  west  of  this  place,  from  the  direc- 
tion of  Hartville,  and  have  doubtless  joined  those  at  Buffalo.  I think 
it  likely  that  they  will  attack  this  place.  There  are  80  effective  men 
of  my  regiment  and  about  50  Enrolled  Militia  here.  May  I burn  the 
Government  property  in  case  I am  overpowered^  It  consists  of  valu- 
able clothing,  quartermaster’s  stores  of  every  kind,  and  a large  amount 
of  commissary  stores.  The  trains  of  the  post,  with  Colonel  Morton,  are 
on  the  road.  General  McNeil  and  Colonel  Morton  have  all  my  regiment 
with  them  except  the  80  men.  Morton  divided  his  forces  at  Linn  Creek 
the  17th,  and  moved  west  with  cavalry  and  east  with  the  infantry. 

J.  J.  GEAVELY, 
Colonel.,  Commanding  Post. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  18, 1863—7.30  p.  m. 

J.  J.  Gravely, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Lebanon : 

I do  not  think  it  can  jiossibly  be  necessary  to  destroy  the  stores  at 
Lebanon.  By  making  an  obstinate  fight  you  can  hold  out  until  re- 
enforcements  reach  you,  and  do  the  rebels  far  more  damage  than  they 
can  you.  Morton  is  probabl.y  now  after  them,  though  I have  heard 
nothing  from  him.  Send  messengers  to  him  at  once,  with  orders  to 
pursue  the  rebels ; also  inform  General  McNeil,  if  possible.  I will  try 
and  send  a force  from  Eolla. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Lebanon,  Mo.,  October  18, 18G3— 9.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schopield: 

I have  every  preparation  made  for  a fight.  I did  not  think  of  de- 
stroying any  property  only  as  a last  resort.  We  have  a stockade  around 
a large  brick  building,  and  unless  the  enemy  have  artillery  they  cannot 
whip  us  with  a thousand  men.  I have  dispatched  Colonel  Morton. 
General  McNTeil  was  directly  west  of  the  enemy.  Ee-enforcements  could 
not  reach  us  in  time  from  Eolla.  Unless  we  are  attacked  by  noon  to- 
morrow, we  will  not  be  at  all  by  the  force  at  Buffalo. 

J.  J.  GRAVELY, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  18,  1863—10  p.  m. 
Colonel  Gravely,  Lebanon : 

All  right.  If  they  come,  fight  them  to  the  last  extremity.  Do  not 
destroy  any  property  unless  compelled  to,  bat  at  all  events  do  not  let 
the  rebels  get  it. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Filot  Knobj  Mo.,  October  19,  1863. 

Captain  [Hiram  A.]  Rice,  Fredericldown,  Mo. : 

What  news  from  the  guerrillas  ? I notice  a shameful  communication 
in  to-day’s  Republican,  dated  at  Fredericktown  and  signed  Madison.” 
The  article  sets  forth  to  all  Southeastern  Missouri  just  what  your  strength 
is,  and  represents  that  yourself  and  Provost-Marshal  [Hugh  M.]  Bradley 
are  in  constant  fear  of  being  gobbled  up,  and  the  town  in  expectation 
of  robbery  and  pillage ; that  you  can’t  get  more  force,  and,  when  you 
send  out  a scout,  nothing  is  accomplished. 

All  this  is  wrong,  and  I shall  ascertain  who  the  correspondent  is,  if 
you  can’t,  and  i3ut  him  through.  You  have  never  asked  for  re-enforce- 
ments, I believe,  and  we  certainly  have  not  force  enough  to  station  a 
company  at  every  dry-goods  store  in  the  district. 

Do  you  hear  anything  more  from  Hildebrandt  ? I will  give  any  of 
your  boys  80  acres  of  land  that  will  bring  in  his  head  either  on  or  ofi;* 
his  shoulders. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Cassville,  Mo.,  October  19, 1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Bishop  : 

I have  just  come  in  here  from  Gadfly,  having  sent  my  .column  along 
by  Keytesville.  Shelby  crossed  the  Wire  road  to-day,  about  600  strong. 
We  have  his  trail,  and  I shall  force  a night  march.  What  have  you 
from  General  Holland  ? My  commissary  train  not  come  up ; I shall 
require  it  here,  and  launch  into  Arkansas.  Telegraph  me  the  news.  I 
have  heard  scarcely  anything  since  the  day  I left  Saint  Louis. 

JOHN  McNEIL, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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Gassville,  Mo.,  October  19,  ISG.'). 

Colonel  Bishop: 

I have  just  returned  from  a reconnaissance  from  this  post  through 
by  Gadfly  and  Keytesville.  Shelby  has  crossed  the  Wire  road,  where 
he  came  on  below  Keytesville,  at  Cross  Hollows,  about  10  a.  m.,  going  in 
the  direction  of  Huntsville,  with  about  800  men.  Coflee  was  with  him. 

JOHN  E.  PHELPS, 

Commanding  Post. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  118.  ( Saint  Louis ^ October  19,  1863. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Sanborn  having  reported  at  these  headquarters, 
in  compliance  with  orders  from  the  General-in-Chief,  will  repair,  without 
delay,  to  Springfield,  Mo.,  and  relieve  Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil,  in  com- 
mand of  the  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri. 

On  being  relieved,  Brigadier-General  McNeil  will  repair  to  Port  Smith, 
Ark.,  and  relieve  Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt  in  command  of  the  District 
of  the  Frontier. 

On  being  relieved,  Major-General  Blunt  will  repair  to  Leavenworth 
City,  Kans.,  and,  on  his  arrival  at  that  place,  will  report  by  letter  to 
these  headquarters  for  further  orders. 

II.  The  District  of  the  Border  is  hereby  extended  so  as  to  embrace 
the  entire  State  of  Kansas.  Commanding  officers  at  Fort  Scott  and 
other  places  in  the  southern  portion  of  Kansas  will  report  accordingly  • 
to  Brigadier-General  Ewing. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

OLIVER  D.  GREENE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis.,  October  19, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Sanborn: 

General  : I inclose  herewith  an  order  assigning  you  to  the  command 
of  the  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri ; also  a copy  of  letter  of  instruc- 
tions received  to-day  from  the  President.* 

I cannot  do  more  or  better  than  to  commend  these  instructions  to  your 
careful  consideration,  as  setting  forth  the  principles  by  which  you  are  to 
be  guided  in  the  discharge  of  the  most  delicate  duties  which  will  de- 
volve upon  you.  General  McNeil,  whom  you  will  relieve,  will  be  able 
to  give  you  full  information  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  district. 

I shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  often  and  fully  regarding  all  matters 
connected  with  your  command,  and  you  may  rely  upon  all  the  aid  and 
support  in  my  power  to  give. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  October  20,  1863. 

The  President,  Washington,  B.  C. : 

Mr.  President:  In  compliance  with  so  much  of  your  instructions, 
dated  October  I , as  directs  me  to  report  my  opinion  upon  the  availability 
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for  good  of  tbe  Enrolled  Militia  of  Missouri,  1 have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following : 

The  services  of  the  Enrolled  Militia  have  been  of  great  value,  not  only 
during  the  summer  of  18G2,  when  they  were  first  organized,  but  also  during 
the  present  year.  The  ten  provisional  regiments  which  the  Governor  or- 
ganized for  continuous  service,  ar^d  placed  under  my  command,  enabled 
me  to  relieve  an  equal  force  of  United  States  troops,  and  send  them  to 
General  Grant.  On  several  occasions  1 have  called  out  from  one  to  four 
additional  regiments  for  temporary  service,  to  meet  emergencies  as  they 
have  arisen.  With  a few  exceptions,  they  have  responded  with  prompt- 
ness and  alacrity,  and  have  done  good  service.  As  an  example  illus- 
trating the  value  of  this  organization,  on  the  ISth  instant  I called  out 
the  Seventh  Eegiment  of  Saint  Louis,  to  relieve  troops  in  the  city  which 
I wished  to  send  after  Shelby.  Within  six  hours  after  the  order  was 
made,  the  whole  city  was  under  the  guard  of  this  regiment  and  a few 
colored  recruits,  and  the  old  troops  were  on  their  way  to  Jefferson  City. 
The  regiment  was  just  as  valuable  to  me  during  the  short  time  that  its 
services  were  required  as  a regiment  of  regular  troops  would  have  been. 

There  are  some  points  of  objection  to  the  Enrolled  Militia  organiza- 
tion, arising  from  defects  in  the  State  laws.  Militia-men  are  exempted 
from  active  service  for  one  year  upon  payment  of  the  small  sum  of  $30. 
The  consequence  of  this  is  that,  as  a rule,  only  the  most  worthless  class 
of  men  are  found  in  its  ranks.  The  company  officers  are  elected  by  the 
men,  and  share  their  social  and  political  prejudices,  in  addition  to  being 
generally  incompetent,  and  in  some  instances  disloyal,  or  at  best  of 
doubted  loyalty.  To  remedy  these  defects  the  provisional  regiments 
were  formed  by  details  of  both  officers  and  men  from  all  the  regiments, 
eighty  in  number,  of  Enrolled  Militia.  In  this  manner  ten  regiments  were 
formed  for  continuous  active  service,  of  as  good  material  as  could  be  ex- 
pected in  a militia  organization.  They  are  troops  of  about  an  average 
quality,  varying,  however,  greatly,  some  being  very  good  and  others 
very  bad.  From  their  intimate  knowledge  of  the  country  and  people, 
they  have  been  able  to  render  quite  as  valuable  service,  in  most  cases, 
as  United  States  troops  could  have  done.  In  some  cases  they  have  been 
a positive  injury,  in  consequence  of  their  participation  in  the  unfortunate 
partisan  feeling  which  has  sprung  up  in  the  State.  This  fact  is  the  most 
serious  objection  to  retaining  them  in  service.  There  are  also  other  ob- 
jections which  I will  enumerate.  This  detail,  by  which  the  active  regi- 
ments are  formed,  is  an  arbitrary  conscription,  at  least  in  many  cases, 
and  hence  is  more  odious  to  the  men  than  a regular  draft.  While  these 
troops  are  supplied  by  the  United  States  with  quartermasters,  commis- 
sary, and  ordnance  stores,  they  must  look  to  the  State  for  pay.  The 
resources  of  the  State,  available  for  this  purpose,  are  now  nearly  ex- 
hausted, and  hence  if  these  troops  serve  much  longer  they  must  do  so 
without  pay.  It  will  be  impossible  to  preserve  among  them  the  discipline 
and  good  feeling  necessary  to  their  efficiency  for  any  considerable  time 
after  their  pay  is  stopped. 

For  these  reasons  I have  proposed  to  myself  to  gradually  dispense 
with  the  services  of  these  troops  as  fast  as  their  places  can  be  virtually 
supplied  by  new  troops  raised  in  Missouri  for  the  general  service,  by  vol- 
unteering or  draft,  and  as  fast  as  my  success  in  Arkansas,  and  consequent 
increased  security  to  Wissouri,  shall  diminish  the  force  necessary  to  be 
kept  in  service  here.  I have  every  reason  to  hope  that  in  two  or  three 
months  from  this  time  these  ten  regiments  can  all  be  discharged ; while,  so 
far  from  having  to  recall  troops  from  the  main  armies  to  take  their  place, 
additional  re-enforcements  can  be  sent  from  Missouri  to  those  armies. 
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My  orif^iual  design  in  organizing  the  militia  of  Missouri  was  to  pre- 
pare the  entire  military  force  of  the  State  so  that  it  could  be  quickly 
called  into  active  service  in  any  emergency,  such,  for  example,  as  a raid 
from  Arkansas  5 thus  diminishing  greatly  the  'Dnited  States  force  nec- 
essary to  be  kept  in  Missouri.  I still  propose  to  carry  out  this  plan, 
preserving  and  perfecting  the  organization  of  the  militia  regiments  so 
that  they  will  be  available  whenever  they  may  be  required. 

For  the  reasons  I have  stated,  I would  not  recommend  that  these 
troops  be  kept  in  continuous  service  longer  than  necessary  to  prevent 
an  actual  withdrawal  of  troops  from  more  important  service.  But  I 
would  not,  for  any  reasons  which  now  exist,  or  which  I can  now  fore- 
see, recommend  that  they  be  discharged  until  they  can  be  spared  with- 
out any  diminution  of  the  main  armies. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  Genera  1. 

Waynesville,  Mo.,  October  20, 18G3. 

General  Davies  : 

A party  of  rebels,  30  strong,  were  seen  on  Eolla'road,  at  2 o’clock 
yesterday,  5 miles  out.  Last  night  were  9 miles  out,  at  Hutchinson’s 
])lace.  I have  no  men  to  send  out  after  them.  Some  of  them  in  Federal 
uniform.  They  have  taken  some  horses  and  other  things. 

OHAS.  B.  MAUS, 

Captain^  Commanding, 

Headquarters, 
Cassville,  Mo.,  October  20,  1863. 

Colonel  Bishop  : 

General  McNeil  is  encamped  to-night  on  Sugar  Creek,  south  of  Elkhorn, 
on  road  to  Huntsville.  Forces  of  the  enemy  stronger  than  anticipated. 
He  makes  inquiries  of  Holland’s  and  Ewing’s  forces,  and  urges  the  im- 
portance of  an  early  junction. 

JOHN  E.  PHELPS, 

Commanding  Post. 


Lebanon,  Mo.,  October  20, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Davies  : 

General  : Captain  Whybark  reported  to  me  with  his  command  at 
3 p.  m.  General  Schofield  has  ordered  Colonel  Morton,  with  Twenty- 
third  Missouri,  to  Holla.  General  Schofield  directs  me  to  use  all  the 
cavalry  at  this  post  to  drive  out  a number  of  rebels  which  were  at  Buf- 
falo on  the  ] 8th.  They  are  moving  slowly  southeast,  in  the  direction  of 
Hartville,  and  I would  be  glad  if  you  will  allow  me  to  take  Captain 
Whybark  with  me. 

J.  J.  GEAVELY, 

Colonel  Eighth  Cavalry. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  120.  I Saint  Louis,  .October  20,  1863. 

Judges  of  elections  of  the  various  xuecincts  in  Missouri  are  notified 
that  they  will  be  held  responsible  that,  at  the  election  on  the  3d  of 
November  next,  those  persons,  and  only  those,  be  permitted  to  vote 
who  are  entitled  to  do  so  by  the  laws  of  the  State ; and  especially  that 
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the  ordinance  of  the  State  Convention  adopted  June  10, 1802,  and  pub- 
lished herewith,  be  enforced  in  every  case. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  judges  of  election  at  each  precinct  in  the  State 
to  .see  that  every  person  qualified  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
State  shall  be  permitted  to  exercise  the  elective  franchise  without  let 
or  hinderance,  and  it  is  equally  their  duty  to  see  that  those  who  are  not 
qualified  under  the  constitution  and  laws,  or  who  refuse  to  qualify  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  annexed  ordinance,  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
vote ; and  any  action  on  their  part  excluding  qualified  voters  from  the 
polls,  or  admitting  those  who  are  not  qualified  as  stated,  will  be  punished 
as  a military  offense. 

Any  person  who  has  borne  arms  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  voluntarily  given  aid  and  comfort  to  its  enemies  dur- 
ing the  present  rebellion,  and  who  shall  presume  to  act  as  judge  or  clerk 
at  said  election,  and  any  county  judge  who  shall  knowingly  appoint  any 
such  person  as  above  described  to. act  as  judge  at  said  election,  will  be 
deemed  guilty  of  violation  of  military  orders,  and,  upon  conviction 
thereof,  will  be  punished  accordingly. 

In  those  parts  of  the  State  where  there  is  danger  of  interference  by 
guerrilla  bands,  or  by  combinations  of  persons  intended  to  overawe  or 
intimidate  legal  voters,  district  commanders  will  so  dispose  their  troops 
as  will  most  certainly  prevent  such  interference. 

Where  no  such  protection  may  be  deemed  necessary,  all  troops  will 
absent  themselves  from  the  polls  entirely,  and  in  all  cases  when  ordered 
by  their  district  commander  to  be  present,  their  action  will  be  strictly 
confined  to  the  suppression  of  violence  and  removing  the  interference 
above  named,  to  the  end  that  the  laws  may  be  enforced  and  the  purity 
of  the  ballot-box  maintained.  Under  the  pretext  of  guarding  against 
violence  at  the  polls,  no  officer  or  soldier  will  be  permitted  to  interfere 
with  the  peaceful  and  legal  expression  of  public  sentiment,  and  no  officer 
will  be  excused  for  a willful  failure  to  remove  any  interference  intended 
to  prevent  such  expression. 

District  commanders  will  designate,  on  the  day  previous  to  the  elec- 
tion, those  counties  in  their  respective  districts  in  which  such  jiro- 
tection  may  be  deemed  necessary,  and  cause  their  troops  to  be  disposed 
accordingly. 

Any  willful  violation  of  this  order  will  be  promptly  punished  as  a 
military  offense. 

Missouri  troops  will  vote  at  the  company  polls  opened  for  that  pur- 
pose, at  the  headquarters  of  their  posts,  camps,  or  detachments,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  ordinance  of  the  State  Convention,  passed  June  12, 
1862,  and  at  no  other  place. 

Special  attention  is  directed  to  General  Orders,  No.  101,  from  these 
headquarters,  dated  September  28,  1863,  and  its  observance  strictly 
enjoined  upon  all  in  Missouri. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

OLIVER  D.  GREENE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

AN  ORDINANCE  DEFINING-  THE  QUALIFICATIONS  OF  VOTERS  AND 
CIVIL  OFFICERS  IN  THIS  STATE. 

Be  it  ordained  hy  the  People  of  the  State  of  Missouri  in  Convention  assem- 
bled as  follows : 

Section  1.  No  person  shall  vote  at  any  election  to  be  hereafter  held 
in  this  State,  under  or  in  pursuance  of  the  constitution  and  laws  thereof. 
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whether  State,  county,  township,  or  municipal,  who  shall  not,  in  addi- 
tion to  possessing  the  qualifications  already  prescribed  for  electors,  pre- 
viously take  an  oath  in  form  as  follows,  namely : 

I, , do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be)  that  I will  sup- 

port, protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  constitution 
of  the  State  of  Missouri  against  all  enemies  and  opposers,  whether  domestic  or  foreign ; 
that  I will  bear  true  faith,  loyalty,  and  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  will  not, 
directly  or  indirectly,  give  aid  and  comfort,  or  countenance,  to  the  enemies  or  op- 
posers  thereof,  or  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  any  ordi- 
nance, law,  or  resolution  of  any  State  Convention  or  Legislature,  or  of  any  order  or 
organization,  secret  or  otherwise,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ; and  that  I do 
this  with  a full  and  honest  determination,  pledge,  and  purpose  faithfully  to  keep  and 
perform  the  same,  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatever.  And  I do 
further  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I have  not,  since  the  17th  day  of  December, 
A.  D.  1861,  willfully  taken  up  arms,  or  levied  war,  against  the  United  States,  or 
against  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  So  help  me  God. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis^  Tenn.,  October  21,  1863. 

Major-General  Steele, 

Commanding  Arkansas  Expedition,  Little  Rock,  Ark. : 

General  : The  dispatch  accompanying  this,*  from  Major-General 
Schofield,  directs,  as  you  will  perceive,  that  you  send  to  this  point  such 
troops  as  you  can  spare.  I have  already  requested  one  brigade  to  be 
sent  here — True’s. 

General  Sherman  expects  me  to  hold  the  line  from  Memphis  to  Tus- 
cumbia,  as  he  now  writes.  To  do  this  I must  have  a reserve  movable 
force  at  Corinth,  La  Grange,  and  Memphis,  with  which  to  keep  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  and  light  column  busy  50  miles  below  the  railroad.  At 
present  I have  not  a spare  regiment  of  infantry.  In  addition,  the  Gen- 
eral-in-Chief requires  the  restoration  of  the  road  from  Columbus  to  Cor- 
inth, and  the  establishment  of  telegraphic  intercourse.  This  I conceive 
impossible  to  maintain,  but  I propose  to  try  it.  Sherman  has  two  divis- 
ions at  or  near  Tuscumbia.  Every  available  man  on  the  whole  line  from 
Mobile  to  Okolona  has  been  sent  to  Bragg,  and  Wheeler  is  massing  all 
the  cavalry  of  the  left  of  Bragg’s  army  north  of  the  Tennessee  near 
Florence.  Grant  has  been  sent  to  Louisville,  and,  I think,  will  go  to 
Nashville  and  assume  general  command. 

No  special  news  here,  except  that  the  enemy  keep  about  4,000  men 
along  the  Tallahatchie. 

S.  A.  IIURLBUT, 

Major- General. 


' Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  21,  1863. 
General  McNeil,  Fayetteville : 

Brigadier- General  Sanborn  is  ordered  to  relieve  you  in  command  of 
the  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri,  and  you  to  relieve  Major-General 
Blunt  in  command  of  the  District  of  the  Frontier,  headquarters  at  Fort 
Smith.  It  is  important  that  you  assume  your  new  command  as  soon  as 
practicable  j yet  do  not  let  the  change  interfere  with  your  present  opera- 
tions. General  Sanborn  started  for  Springfield  yesterday. 

J.  Jd.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


See  Schofield  to  Steele,  p.  GG4. 
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Jericho,  Mo.,  October  iil,  18G3 — 0 a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  McNeil  : 

I am  in  pursuit  of  tlie  rebels  (300  strong) ; am  24  miles  behind  them. 
I have  400  men  and  two  howitzers. 

J.  J.  GRAVELY, 

Colonel  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  • 


Gamp  on  Grove  Creek, 

Five  miles  south  of  Carthage j Mo.^  October  21, 1863 — 4 p.  m. 
General  McNeil  : 

I am  in  receipt,  within  the  last  hour,  of  your  several  dispatches  of 
yesterday.  On  being  advised  by  you  on  the  19th  that  you  were  strong 
enough  without  me,  I sent  a scouting  party  to  the  line  south  of  Pine- 
ville,  and  waited  here.  It  reports  Shelby’s  main  force  as  having  passed 
west  of  Pineville  Sunday  night,  going  due  south. 

I am  sending  back  unserviceable  cavalry,  and  will  go  on  at  once  with 
the  rest  of  my  command,  direct  through  Neosho  toward  Huntsville.  I 
have  sent  to  Springfield  to  have  rations  and  horseshoes  and  some  artil- 
lery ammunition  sent  me.  I must  have  rations  after  to-morrow.  If  they 
are  at  Cassville,  the  commanding  officer  there,  on  reading  this,  will  send 
all  he  can  spare  to  me,  on  the  direct  road  from  Neosho  toward  Huntsville, 
a day’s  march  from  Neosho,  say  25  miles,  invoiced  to  Capt.  Theodore 
S.  Case,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence  and  assistant  quartermaster. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaulceej  Wis.,  October  21,  1863. 

Col.  J.  C.  Kelton, 

Assistant  Adjuta7it- General,  Washington,  J).  C. : 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  inclosed,  copy  of  a letter 
from  General  Sully,*  and  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  General-in-Chief 
to  several  very  important  matters  contained  therein.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  General  Sully  confirms  the  report  hitherto  made  from  these  head- 
quarters of  the  termination  of  Indian  hostilities  east  of  the  Missouri, 
except  the  danger  arising  from  small  roving  parties  of  three  or  four 
Indians,  who  maj"  iienetrate  into  the  settlements  this  winter,  to  steal. 
Any  operations  against  hostile  Indians  in  the  spring  will  be  confined  to 
the  region  south  of  the  Missouri,  and  to  the  extreme  headwaters  of 
that  river.  I desire  particularly  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  General- 
in-Chief  to  General  Sully’s  report  of  the  deplorable  condition  of  the 
Sioux  and  Winnebago  Reservation,  lately  established  on  the  Missouri 
River,  75  miles  above  Fort  Randall.  My  object  in  asking  the  attention 
of  the  General-in-Chief  to  this  matter  will  be  apparent  when  I state  that 
Indian  Superintendent  Thompson,  of  Minnesota,  who  removed  these 
Indians  from  that  State,  and  who  now  has  charge  of  them,  has  applied 
to  me  for  an  escort  for  a train  to  haul  su])plies  for  these  Indians  from 
Minnesota.  Why  it  is  arranged  to  buy  in  Minnesota,^ and  haul  pro- 
visions over  the  uninhabited  regions  south  and  west  of  the  Minnesota 
River  to  the  Upper  Missouri,  rather  than  from  Sioux  City,  on  the  Mis- 
souri itself,  so  much  nearer  to  the  reservation,  I will  liot  undertake  to 


* Not  found. 
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say,  but  I much  doubt  whether,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  it  will  be 
possible  to  make  such  a journey  with  troops  and  a large  train  without 
great  suffering  to  the  men  and  the  loss  of  most  of  the  animals  and 
wagons.  I have,  however,  directed  General  Sibley  to  furnish  the  neces- 
sary escort,  provided  he  considers  it  possible  to  make  the  journey,  hav- 
ing ox  teams  to  haul  the  soldiers’  rations,  as  mules  could  not  possibly 
survive  such  a trip  over  a country  nearly  destitute  of  grass.  The  cost 
to  the  War  Department  of  furnishing  this  escort  will  be  large,  and  the 
troops  composing  it  will  not  be  able  to  return  this  winter;  but  I have 
thought  it  best  to  comply  with  the  application  of  the  Indian  Bureau, 
as  I do  not  wish  the  failure  of  these  Indian  reservation  operations  on 
the  Upper  Missouri  to  be  attributed  to  the  military  authorities.  From 
General  Sully’s  account  (herewith  inclosed)  of  the  deplorable  condition 
of  affairs  at  that  reservation,  I have  little  expectation  that  the  Indian 
Department  will  be  able  to  maintain  the  Indians  there  through  the 
winter.  If  the  General-in-Chief  thinks  that  the  expense  of  this  escort 
ought  not  to  be  incurred,  please  telegraph  me  at  once  on  the  subject. 
All  mules  and  wagons  not  absolutely  needed  in  Minnesota  for  the  winter 
I have  directed  to  be  sent  to  General  Allen,  Saint  Louis,  to  be  distrib- 
uted to  the  army. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena,  ArJc.,  October  23,  1863. 

Capt.  T.  II.  Harris, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  13th  instant,  the  S.  B.  Prog- 
ress arrived  here  with  E.  E.  Clark,  W.  M.  King,  and  J.  W.  Marshall, 
with  custom-house  permits  to  land  at  Friar’s  Point  and  Island  Ko.  63  a 
large  amount  of  goods,  say  from  $5,000  to  $10,000,  and  that  the  parties 
had  also  General  Hurlbut’s  permit  to  load  at  Friar’s  Point  400  bales  of 
cotton ; and  the  papers  indicated  the  obtaining  400  more  at  points  below. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Terrill,  of  Paducah,  Ky,,  was  of  the  party,  and  evidently  in- 
terested in  the  cotton.  I communicated  to  you  the  circumstances  under 
which  I permitted  them  to  land  at  Friar’s  Point,  where  they  took  on 
board  407  bales  of  cotton. 

On  the  17th  instant,  the  Progress  went  below,  under  the  convoy  of 
the  gunboat  Queen  City,  Captain  Brown. 

On  the  19th,  Captain  Brown  wrote  me  he  was  ordered  to  the  mouth 
of  White  Kiver,  and  would  leave  the  Progress  to  come  back. 

The  Progress  reported  here  to-day,  and  E.  E.  Clark  and  others  ex- 
hibited me  bills  of  lading  dated  Friar’s  Point,  October  22,  as  follows,  to 
ship  to  Memphis : 

Bales, 


Shipped  by  J.  W.  Marshall 300 

Shipped  by  E.  E.  Clark 301 

Shipped  by  \V.  M.  King 54 

Total 655 


1 asked  all  the  parties  if  they  had  landed  at  Friar’s  Point  on  return- 
ing, and  the  answer  was  “ no.”  I was  left  to  infer  it  was  got  below,  as 
liermitted,  under  the  protection  of  the  gunboat. 

The  Progress'was  delayed  hero  to  get  wood.  While  writing  you  this 
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dispatch,  it  occurred  to  me  to  inquire  what  has  the  Progress  been  doing 
from  the  19th  to  the  23d — four  days."?  She  has  been  but  30  miles  be- 
low this  x>lace.  I again  sent  for  the  captain,  J.  H.  Young,  and  learn 
that  the  boat  has  been  anchored  123  yards  from  Friar’s  Point  for  three 
days  ; that  they  floated  into  the  river  and  took  on  board  at  that  place, 
on  the  21st  and  22d,  130  bales  of  cotton,  and  that  the  whole  amount 
taken  at  that  place  was  537  bales,  and  at  Island  No.  03,  118  bales ; 
total,  055  bales. 

1 am  also  informed  by  G.  H.  Norfleet  that  Clark,  Terrill,  Marshall, 
and  comi)any  were  ashore,  and  that  Captain  McMahan,  the  rebel  con- 
scripting ofhcer  of  that  county,  was  there  at  the  same  time. 

Herewith  I inclose, you  Col.  M.  Montgomery’s  report,  by  which  you 
will  see  that  40  persons  were  the  original  owners  of  225  bales,  which 
were  stored  all  over  the  village,  and  taken  when  he  was  there. 

it  appears  to  me  that  all  the  parties  have  been  engaged  in  speculating 
in  cotton  below  Helena,  and  violating  General  Grant’s  Orders,  No.  57 ; 
and  that  if  they  had  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  an  understanding  with  the 
enemy,  the  boat  would  have  been  burned,  as  was  the  Mist  on  the  21st. 

The  guerrillas  were  seen  in  force  above  Friar’s  Point  yesterday. 

As  the  boat  and  cargo  will  be  in  Merai)his  when  this  pai^er  reaches  you, 
the  matter  will  be  in  General  Hurlbut’s  hands.  I send  you  also  the  re- 
port  of  Capt.  IT.  N.  Payne,  who  comnuinded  the  fatigue  party,  and  who 
is  an  intelligent  otflcer. 

I am,  cax^tain,  vour  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  BUFOED, 
Brigadier- General.,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  October  23,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Gomdg.  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis  : 

I have  another  consignment  of  22  guerrillas  of  desperate  [character], 
from  Oregon  County.  Deserters  from  Price’s  army  are  thronging  to  my 
lines.  I am  at  a loss  what  to  do  with  the  increasing  multitude.  Bates- 
ville  is  undoubtedly  occupied  by  troops  from  General  Steele’s  command. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

luka.  Miss.,  October  24,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Fred.  Steele, 

Commanding  Little  Boclc : 

Dear  General  : I have  this  moment  a letter  from  General  Grant, 
at  Louisville,  en  route  to  Chattanooga,  giving  me  many  orders  and  in- 
structions, among  which  is  the  following : 

Communicate  with  General  Steele,  and  urge  the  necessity  of  his  sending  you  [me] 
the  division  of  Kimball,  of  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps.  The  fact  is,  an  immense  con- 
centration of  the  enemjT-  in  front  of  Chattanooga  forces  the  Government  to  counteract 
the  danger  hy  abandoning  all  minor  matters  and  stripping  all  points  not  absolutely 
necessary  to  cover  this  great  center  of  the  war. 

1 kuow  my  uiere  enuiiciatioii  of  the  proitosition  iu  General  Grant’s 
language,  which  I have  quoted  above,  is  as  strong  as  I can  i)ut  the  case. 
I am  utterly  ignorant  of  the  state  of  facts,  and  of  the  condition  of  things 
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with  you,  and  therefore  make  the  request  that  you  send  KimbalFs 
division  to  Memphis  by  land,  using  the  railroad  to  Devall’s  Bluff  as 
auxiliary,  so  that  these  troops  may  reach  the  river  at  as  early  a day  as 
practicable,  for  I may  be  compelled  to  strip  this  country  too  much  on 
the  faith  that  this  division  is  to  rejoin  its  proper  corps. 

I have  watched  your  iirogress  with  great  interest,  and  really  con- 
gratulate you  on  the  marked  success.  I have  no  doubt  you  have  made 
more  progress  in  Arkansas  toward  a reconstruction  of  Government  than 
we  have  in  any  part  of  the  country  east  of  the  Mississippi.  General 
Blair  is  with  me,  but  at  this  moment  is  toward  Tuscumbia. 

As  ever,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Army  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  October  24, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  Memphis,  Tenn.  : 

General  : It  is  not  practicable  to  send  True^s  brigade  to  you  at  once, 
as  one  regiment,  the  Fiftieth  Indiana,  is  stationed  at  Lewisburg,  about 
50  miles  up  the  Arkansas.  This  is  at  present  an  important  station,  being 
on  one  of  the  principal  routes  that  lead  through  the  mountain  passes, 
and  at  one  of  the  best  fords  on  the  river.  There  are  many  loyal  people 
in  that  part  of  the  State,  and  they  are  now  raising  a regiment,  which 
they  could  not  do  without  protection.  General  Schofield  has  sent  me  a 
copy  of  a letter  from  the  General-in-Chief,  showing  that  he  regards  this 
command  as  belonging  to  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  indicat- 
ing a disposition  of  troops  which  could  not  be  made  with  a less  force 
than  that  which  I have  now.  You  responded  so  promptly  to  my  requi- 
sitions that  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  comply  with  any  request 
that  you  may  make,  but  under  existing  instructions  it  is  my  opinion 
that  I would  not  be  justifiable  in  sending  troops  to  you  without  au- 
thority from  General  Schofield  or  the  Oommander-in-Ohief.  This  is  a 
state  of  affairs  which  I never  desired,  but  to  which  I must  submit.  I 
hope  you  will  submit  this  matter  to  General  Halleck  or  to  Grant,  and 
write  me  as  soon  as  you  get  an  answer. 

Schofield  writes  to  me  in  regard  to  occupying  and  fortifying  a line  of 
posts,  and  both  he  and  Halleck  speak  of  my  driving  the  enemy  beyond 
Eed  Eiver,  &c.  My  cavalry  has  been  kept  busy  breaking  up  rebel  re- 
cruiting stations  and  pursuing  marauding  bands  of  Marmaduke’s  men 
and  guerrillas. 

Some  of  our  expeditions  have  been  very  successful.  One  under  Colo- 
nel [John  F.]  Fitter  drove  Marmaduke  to  within  a few  miles  of  Arka- 
delphia;  one  under  Colonel  Clayton  surprised  [A.  S.]  Dobbin  at  Tulip, 
and  captured  all  his  camp  and  garrison  equipage  and  transportation, 
and  took  a number  of  prisoners  and  horses.  This  affair  created  great 
consternation  at  Arkadeli)hia.  Price  had  fallen  back  to  Little  Missouri, 
but  Holmes  was  there,  and  ordered  guns  to  be  spiked,  and  kept  Marma- 
duke’s cavalry  in  line  of  battle  for  twenty-four  hours.  I intended  mak- 
ing a demonstration  on  Arkadelphia  with  all  the  cavalry  that  could  be 
spared  for  the  puri)Ose,  and  sending  a regiment  of  infantry  to  occupy 
Benton  in  the  mean  time.  This  expedition  has  been  deferred  until  the 
horses  could  be  shod,  as  the  country  to  be  passed  over  is  very  rocky. 

General  Schofield  wishes  me  to  send  cavalry  to  intercept  Shelby  on 
his  retreat  south.  The  best  way  to  do  that,  perhaps,  will  be  to  drive 
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Marmadake  away  from  Arkadelpliia  and  then  turn  to  meet  Shelby,  as 
he  will  undoubtedly  endeavor  to  join  the  former.  It  is  impossible  to 
divine  where  he  will  cross  the  Arkansas,  and  if  an  attempt  should  be 
made  to  intercept  him  on  the  river,  he  would  most  probably  escape. 

True’s  brigade  has  constructed  excellent  huts  for  winter  quarters,  and 
so  have  most  of  my  troops. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED’K  STEELE, 

• ^ Major-General. 


Headquarters, 

Harrisonville  Station,  Mo.,  October  24, 1863. 

Lieut.  H.  Hannahs, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  the  Border  : 

Lieutenant  : Yesterday  morning  while  our  messengers  were  return- 
ing from  Pleasant  Hill  with  the  mail  they  were  fired  on  by  a party  of 
bushwhackers.  One  of  them  was  taken  prisoner ; the  other  escaped  with 
the  mail  and  got  to  station  at  10  a.  m.  About  4 p.  m.  the  one  who  was 
taken  prisoner  also  came  in,  bringing  a note  from  Lieutenant  Weding- 
ton,  of  bushwhacking  notoriety.  The  note  I send  you  just  as  I received 
it.  About  8 1).  m.  last  night  two  men  of  Company  M,  Sixth  Kansas  Vol- 
unteers, came  in  and  reported  that  they  were  taken  prisoners  by  Wed- 
in  gton’s  band  on  the  20th.  They  are  the  men  referred  to  in  the  note. 
They  were  permitted  to  bring  their  Iiorses  in  with  themj  their  great- 
coats, boots,  arms,  and  money  were  taken  from  them.  Two  of  Weding- 
ton’s  men  escorted  them  to  within  2 miles  of  this  station,  and  then  sent 
them  in. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  DOHDKA, 

Major,  Commanding  Station. 


[Inclosure.] 

‘ Near  Harrisonville,  Octo&er  20, 1 863. 

Colonel  Clark, 

Commanding  Nmth  Kansas  : 

Sir:  I this  morning  have  captured  two  of  your  soldiers,  and,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  custom  heretofore,  they  would  be  executed,  but  I 
release  them  from  two  considerations  : One  is  that  they  are  boys,  and 
again,  whereas  Colonel  Quantrill,  commanding  the  Confederate  guerril- 
las, is  absent,  the  command  is  given  to  me  during  his  absence.  I heartily 
regret  the  inhuman  treatment  of  prisoners  here  on  the  border ; but  1,  by 
this  act,  propose  carrying  it  on  in  entirely  a different  way.  I have  re- 
leased your  men,  and  am  willing  to  do  it  hereafter.  Kow,  let  us  con- 
duct the  war  in  a way  in  which  we  will  not  be  ashamed  of  in  after  years. 
Yours,  &c., 

WEDHSTGTON, 

Lieutenant,  Confederate  Guerrillas. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  October  24,  1863. 
Col.  J.  B.  Eogers,  Cape  Girardeau  : 

I am  quite  satisfied  that  many  of  the  horses  stolen  in  Southeastern 
Missouri  find  their  way  into  Illinois  at  Chester,  Can  you,  by  any  means, 
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(leteriuiue  tliat  fact  for  me?  We  shot  five  of  those  unselfish  and  pa- 
triotic gentlemen  who  go  about  caring  for  other  people’s  property  last 
week.  I wish  you  could  get  ten  of  them. 

EISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knobj  Mo.,  Octohet  24,  1863. 

Col.  J.  B.  Eogers,  Cape  Girardeau  : 

You  will,  on  Tuesday  morning  next,  27th  instant,  move  300  well- 
appointed  troops,  under  discreet  and  energetic  officers,  with  light  rations 
for  twenty  days,  and  dispose  of  them  as  follows  : Seventy-five  of  them 
will  make  their  headquarters  at  Poplar  Bluff,  100  at  Doniphan,  and  50 
will  go  flying  into  Dunklin  County.  The  remaining  75  will  be  a moving 
scouting  force,  with  headquarters  at  Doniphan.  I want  to  hold  an  elec- 
tion in  every  county  in  my  district,  if  possible,  and  General  Orders,  No. 
120,  must  be  rigidly  enforced.  Each  of  your  detachments  can  be  bearer 
of  tickets  for  all  parties.  Will  there  be  any  need  of  a little  force  in 
Bollinger  County  ? Your  troops  are  to  kill  every  rascal  they  find  bush- 
whacking or  jayhawking,  and  at  the  same  time  encourage  every  man 
who  will  “ turn  with  hearty  repentance  and  true  faith  ” to  Father  Abra- 
ham. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Patterson,  Mo.,  October  24, 1863. 

General  Fisk  : 

My  scouts  are  in.  I will  be  after  Tucker  in  the  morning  if  you  do 
not  want  him.  I thought  I would  kill  all  jayhawkers,  and  Tucker  is  one 
of  the  very  worst.  My  notion  was  to  leave  him.  If  you  want  the  man, 
I will  bring  him  up,  if  I can  get  him  ; if  not,  I will  leave  him.  I hear 
that  Eeves’  men  are  very  much  scattered,  and  he  cannot  get  them  to- 
gether. Now  would  be  a fine  time  to  be  after  him.  The  leaves  are 
gone,  and  they  will  have  to  find  their  holes.  One  hundred  men  would 
do  the  work.  They  should  have  no  incumbrance  whatever. 

W.  T.  LEEPEE, 

Captain. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  October  24, 1863. 

Capt.  W.  T.  Leeper,  Patterson: 

If  you  are  sure  that  Tucker  is  a jayhawker,  this  would  be  a poor  place 
for  him.  I want  him  to  tell  where  Mrs.  Byrne’s  horse  is ; also  the  mules 
he  stole  from  Copeland.  If  he  tries  to  escape  he  ought  to  be  shot.  I 
don’t  want  him.  You  will  move  early  in  the  coming  week.  Have  every- 
thing on  a war  footing.  I shall  hold  elections  in  every  county  in  the 
district,  if  possible. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  October  25,  18G3. 

The  President,  Washington,  D.  G.  : 

Mr.  President  : I take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  a letter  which  I 
have  this  day  received  from  Hon.  Willard  P.  Hall,  Lieutenant-Governor 
of  Missouri.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  you  as  showing  the  good  effect 
of  the  stringent  measures  which  I felt  compelled  to  adopt  in  some  por- 
tions of  Missouri,  and  of  the  firm  support  you  have  given  me.  The  im- 
mediate effect,  as  might  have  been  expected,  was  a terrible  storm,  but 
it  has  passed  away,  I hope  never  to  return.  The  State  is  now  in  far 
better  condition  than  it  has  been  at  any  time  during  the  war. 

I have  issued  an  election  order,  in  compliance  with  your  instructions, 
with  which  all  parties  express  themselves  satisfied.  It  seems  I have  at 
last  succeeded  in  doing  one  thing  which  nobody  can  find  fault  with. 

Shelby’s  raid  has  terminated  with  a loss  of  about  one-half  of  the  men 
with  which  he  entered  the  State,  and  he  received  no  recruits,  except  the 
robbers  under  Quantrill  and  Jackman.  These  left  the  State  with  him. 
This  fact  is  gratifying  as  showing  that  the  rebel  power  in  Missouri  is 
completely  broken.  Whatever  may  be  the  secret  feelings  of  the  former 
secessionists  of  Missouri,  their  influence  now,  so  far  as  it  is  exerted  at 
all,  is  for  peace  and  submission  to  the  national  authority.  All  that  is 
now  necessary  to  secure  peace  to  Missouri,  with  the  possible  exception 
of  occasional  raids  from  Arkansas,  is  union  among  the  loyal  people.  I 
shall  spare  no  efforts  to  reconcile  their  differences  as  far  as  possible,  or 
to  at  least  restrain  their  quarrel  within  peaceable  limits.  The  additional 
strength  your  support  has  given  me  will  enable  me  to  do  this  far  better 
than  before.  My  radical  friends  now  exhibit  some  disposition  to  stop 
their  war  upon  me,  and  I shall  not  certainly  give  them  any  good  reason 
for  continuing  it.  The  honest  enthusiasts  on  the  subject  of  liberty, 
who  compose  the  respectable  portion  of  this  party,  are  already  well 
disgusted  with  their  lawless  brethren,  who  have  brought  such  odium 
upon  them,  and  now  begin  to  realize  the  necessity  of  sustaining  me  in 
enforcing  the  laws. 

Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  pending  election,  I believe  the 
most  serious  danger  is  already  past.  I shall  not  fail  to  exercise  great 
forbearance  in  enforcing  restrictions  upon  speech  and  press.  I have 
enforced  my  order  in  only  one  case,  and  that  so  clear  that  the  offender 
freely  confessed  and  asked  pardon  on  any  terms.  It  will  not,  probably, 
be  necessary  for  me  to  exercise  any  control  over  their  press  hereafter. 

Your  accurate  application  of  the  real  difficulty  here,  and  the  strong 
and  generous  manner  in  which  you  have  sustained  me,  will  do  more 
good  in  Missouri  than  to  have  doubled  the  troops  under  my  command. 
This  I hope  soon  to  show  you  by  sending  additional  forces  to  the  front. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosure.  1 

Saint  Joseph,  Mo.,  October  21,  18G3. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General:  It  is  with  very  great  pleasure  that  I can  inform  you  of 
the  satisfactory  condition  of  things  in  this  section  of  Missouri.  There 
is  more  security  for  men  and  property  in  Northwestern  Missouri  tban 
there  has  been  since  the  rebellion  began.  There  is  not  a spark  of  rebel- 
lious feeling  left  here,  and  all  citizens  seem  to  be,  and  1 believe  are. 
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ready  to  discharge  all  the  duties  of  loyal  men.  The  x)eople  are  truly 
grateful  to  you  for  your  efforts  to  protect  them,  and  you  may  rest 
assured  will  never  fail  you  in  any  emergency. 

Yours,  truly, 

- WILLARD  P.  HALL. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knol)^  ilfo.,  October  25,  18G3. 

Oapt.  W.  T.  Deeper,  Patterson : 

I am  surprised  to  learn  that  your  horses  are  not  shod.  You  ought 
not  to  go  one  day  unprepared  for  duty. 

On  Tuesday  evening^  the  27th  instant,  150  well-appointed  troops  will 
arrive  at  Greenville  from  Cape  Girardeau.  They  will  march  for  Doni- 
phau  on  Wednesday  morning,  at  which  point  they  will  make  their  head- 
quarters until  after  election.  You  will  join  them  with  all  the  men  you 
can  spare  from  post  duty,  and,  during  their  stay  in  that  region,  give 
old  Tim.  and  his  rascally  gang  such  a hunt  and  extermination  as  they 
never  yet  had. 

You  will  summon  the  wives  of  all  the  bushwhackers  you  can  reach  to 
come  to  Doniphan,  and  give  them  plainly  to  understand  that  either 
their  husbands  must  come  in  and  surrender  themselves  voluntarily  and 
stop  their  villainous  conduct,  or  their  houses,  stock,  &c.,  will  be  given  to 
the  flames,  and  the  families  all  sent  dow  n the  Mississippi  River,  to  be  im- 
l)risoned  at  Napoleon,  Ark. ; and  I will  carry  out  this  order  as  certain  as 
jayhawking  and  murdering  is  not  immediately  ended.  Be  firm,  but  dis- 
creet. I shall  have  a force  at  Poplar  Bluff’  at  the  same  time,  and  Major 
Wilson  will  remain  at  Alton  until  after  elections  are  held.  I shall 
look  for  some  good  wmrk  in  the  lower  counties  during  the  next  twenty 
days. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General.  ' 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  26,  1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  ^aint  Louis.,  Mo. : 

Brigadier-General  [D.]  McRae,  C.  S.  Army,  has  his  headquarters  at 
Jacksonport,  and  is  conscripting  strongly.  From  that  point  and  Har- 
risonburg thev  wTll  soon  be  upon  the  river. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-  General. 


Lebanon,  Mo.,  October  26,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  ; 

General  : On  the  20th  of  October  I marched  from  Lebanon  with  a 
detachment  of  the  Eleventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  two  mountain  howitzers, 
and  three  companies  of  the  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  in 
pursuit  of  a band  of  rebels  that  burned  Buffalo,  and  fled  south  via 
Huntsville.  1 followed  them  75  miles  in  two  days,  and,  deeming  farther 
l)ursuit  useless,  I returned  to  this  post,  ordering  the  Eleventh  Missouri 
Cavalry  to  Rolla  from  Huntsville  on  the  23d,  and  one  company  of  the 
Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  to  Warden’s  Station,  18  miles  west 
of  Lebanon.  I sent  Captain  [Henry  D.]  Moore  south,  through  Dunklin 
County,  with  100  men,  in  pursuit  of  them,  scattering  rebels,  and  returned 
to  Lebanon  with  one  company  of  the  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  and 
the  two  howitzers,  arriving  at  this  post  on  the  evening  of  the  24th 
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instant.  All  troops  sent  into  tliis  district  from  the  Eolla  district  have 
been  ordered  back.  The  rebels  burned  the  court-houses  at  Buffalo 
and  Huntsville,  and  robbed  all  Union  men  on  their  route  of  home  and 
everything  portable  in  their  houses.  They  killed  2 men  in  Wright 
County.  They  were  too  far  gone  before  I could  obtain  force  enough  to 
follow  them.  They  were  under  command  of  Major  [Lee]  Crandall,  and 
were  variously  estimated  by  citizens  on  their  route  at  from  400  to  700. 

J.  J.  GRAVELY, 

Colonel  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  October  26, 1863. 
General  Eisk,  Commanding  : 

Imagine  the  worst  you  can  about  the  Chester  traitors,  and  you  will 
fall  far  short  of  the  truth.  We  have  written  to  Saint  Louis  often,  but 
still  the  shipment  of  contraband  and  other  wrongs  exist.  They  sell 
powder  by  the  keg  into  Missouri,  and  unlimited  quantities  of  salt  and 
whisky.  I cannot  reach  them,  as  it  is  out  of  my  district,  and  I am 
worked  nearly  to  death  to  keep  things  right  here  and  below.  Illo  law  j 
everything,  from  stealing  a chicken  to  murder,  comes  to  me.  I have 
given  security  to  property  here,  and  will  not  spare  any  effort  to  extend 
the  influence.  I think  the  Chester  rascals  ought  to  be  attended  to  from 
Saint  Louis  or  Cairo.  My  means  and  power  are  too  limited. 

J.  B.  ROGERS, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Fredericktown,  Mo.,  October  26,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Fisk  : 

My  scouts  just  in  from  below.  Captain  Leeper  had  started  the  gang 
from  about  Hog-Eye,  from  whence  they  made  for  the  swamp.  My  boys 
pursued  and  found  they  had  divided,  six  with  Hildebrandt  and  seven 
with  neighbors,  but  could  not  get  up  in  time  to  head  them  off. 

H.  A.  RICE, 
Captain^  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  293.  ) Saint  Louis,  October  26,  1863. 

#*#**#* 

- VI.  The  Eighth  Brovisional  Regiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  now 
at  Camp  Glover,  near  Rolla,  Mo.,  will  return,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to 
Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  preparatory  to  being  discharged  from  active  service. 

* # # * # 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

OLIVER  D.  GREENE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Washington,  October  27, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope: 

Send  Wisconsin  battery  of  heavy  artillery  to  Chattanooga,  to  report 
to  Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 
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Private  and  conpidential.J  Executive  Mansion, 

Washington^  October  28,  ISGS. 

General  John  M.  Schofield: 

There  have  recently  reached  the  War  Department,  and  thence  been 
laid  before  me,  from  Missouri,  three  communications,  all  similar  in  im- 
port and  identical  in  object.  One  of  them  addressed  to  nobody,  and 
without  place  or  date,  but  having  the  signature  of  (apparently)  the 
writer,  is  a letter  of  eight  closely  written  foolscap  ])ages.  The  other 
two  are  written  by  a different  person,  at  Saint  Joseph,  Mo;,  and  of  the 
dates,  respectively,  October  12  and  13,  1863,  and  each  inclosing  a large 
number  of  affidavits.  The  general  statements  of  the  whole  are  that 
the  Eederal  and  State  authorities  are  arming  the  disloyal  and  disarming 
the  loyal,  and  that  the  latter  will  all  be  killed  or  driven  out  of  the  State 
uuless  there  shall  be  a change.  In  particular,  no  loyal  man  who  has 
been  disarmed  is  named,  but  the  affidavits  show  by  name  42  iiersons  as 
dislojml  who  have  been  armed.  They  are  as  follows  : * 

A majority  of  these  are  shown  to  have  been  in  the  rebel  service.  I be- 
lieve it  could  be  shown  that  the  Government  here  has  deliberately  armed 
more  than  ten  times  as  man^^  captured  at  Gettysburg,  to  say  nothing  of 
similar  operations  in  East  Tennessee.  These  papers  contain  altogether 
thirty-one  manuscript  pages,  and  one  newspaper  in  extensOj  and  yet  I 
do  not  find  it  anywhere  charged  in  them  that  any  loyal  man  has  been 
harmed  by  reason  of  being  disarmed,  or  that  any  disloyal  one  has 
harmed  anybody  by  reason  of  being  armed  by  the  Federal  or  State  Gov- 
ernment. Of  course,  I have  not  had  time  to  carefully  examine  all;  but 
I have  had  most  of  them  examined  and  briefed  by  others,  and  the  result 
is  as  stated.  The  remarkable  fact  that  the  actual  evil  is  yet  only  an- 
ticipated— inferred — induces  me  to  suppose  I understand  the  case ; but  I 
do  not  state  my  inRiression,  because  I might  be  mistaken,  and  because 
your  duty  and  mine  is  plain  in  any  event.  The  locality  of  nearly  all 
this  seems  to  be  Saint  Joseph  and  Buchanan  County.  I wish  you  to 
give  special  attention  to  this  region,  particularly  on  election  day.  Pre- 
vent violence  frojn  whatever  quarter,  and  see  that  the  soldiers  them- 
selves do  no  wrong. 

Yours,  trul^’, 

A.  LINCOLN 


Headquarters  Army  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rode,  Arle.,  October  28,  1863. 
IVInj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  Memphis,  Tenn. : 

General  : Your  letter  dated  21st  instant f is  just  received.  I have 
not  found  any  one  yet  who  can  decipher  the  dispatch  from  Schofield, 
but  you  intimate  the  purport  of  it.  To  have  True’s  brigade  taken  from 
me  before  the  Arkansas  troops  can  be  organized  will  not  only  cripple 
my  oi)erations,  but  in  all  probability  place  me  on  the  defensive,  and 
compel  me  to  concentrate  my  forces.  It  has  frequently  been  reported  to 
me  that  the  rebels  contemplated  an  attack  upon  this  place.  On  the 
24th  instant  (Sunday),  Marmaduke  attacked  the  post  of  Pine  Bluff  with 
about  2,000  men,  and  bombarded  the  town  about  four  hours.  He  was, 
however,  repulsed  with  considerable  loss,  having  burned  part  of  the  city 
and  destroyed  considerable  public  and  private  property.  The  jilace  was 
defended  by  the  Fifth  Kansas  and  First  Indiana  Cavalry,  not  over  700 

* Names  omitted  from  copy  received  at  War  Records  Piitdication  Office,  t See  p.  070. 
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Dien  ill  all,  imder  Colonel  Clayton,  Uiltli  Kansas.  Ail  my  available 
cavalry  are  now  in  pursuit  of  Marmaduke,  who,  it  is  supposed,  is  falling 
back  toward  Arkadelphia.  Two  brigades  of  infantry  and  two  batteries 
are  inarching  on  that  place  direct  from  here,  and  are  at  Eockport  to- 
night. 

The  reports  in  regard  to  Price  are  conflicting,  but  his  headquarters 
are  probably  at  Magnolia.  My  troops  have  orders  to  break  up  the  post 
of  Arkadelphia,  if  anything  remains  there.  I have  been  told  by  Union 
men  that  Cabell’s  command  and  part  of  [J.  G.]  Walker’s  division,  from 
Shreveport,  were'  with  Marmaduke,  and  that  a detachment  was  sent 
across  the  Arkansas  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  our  depot  at  Devall’s 
Bluff.  Precautions  have  beem  taken  to  prevent  anything  of  the  kind, 
suspicion  having  been  aroused  by  preparations  at  Des  Arc,  Batesville, 
and  on  the  opposite  side  of  White  Eiver  from  Devall’s  Blufl*.  If  I could 
be  let  alone  here  for  a few  weeks,  I think  Arkansas  could  be  reclaimed ; 
but  if  the  troops  begin  to  leave,  people  will  imagine  that  the  country  is 
to  be  abandoned  again,  and  they  will  have  no  confidence  in  our  prom- 
ises of  ])rotection.  .1  will  write  you  again  by  the  first  mail.  One  of  my 
stafi*  officers  will  go  to  Memphis  on  business  connected  with  the  Ar- 
kansas troops.  He  can  give  you  any  information  in  regard  to  the  posi- 
tion of  things  which  j^ou  may  desire.  I hope  that  the  requisitions  for 
arms  and  ammunition  for  the  Arkansas  troops  can  be  filled  at  Memphis. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED’K  STBELE, 

Major-  General. 


Springfield,  Mo.,  October  28,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

Captain  Laurant,  assistant  adjutant-general,  has  arrived.  He  left 
Huntsville  on  Saturday  last.  He  reports  that  Brooks’  and  Shelby’s  forces 
had  made  a junction,  and  had  together  about  3,000  men.  General  Mc- 
Neil was  in  Huntsville  with  900  effective  men  and  four  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  was  advancing  on  ihe  enemy  daily,  and  the  enemy  was  constantly 
falling  back.  It  was  General  McNeil’s  intention,  when  the  captain  left, 
to  drive  the  enemy  across  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  and  cross  himself,  and 
pursue  beyond.  A large  portion  of  my  command  is  south  of  here,  with 
General  McNeil,  and  will  remain  until  he  closes  his  campaign  or  pursuit. 
Then  I will  establish  a garrison  at  Cross  Hollows  and  Elkhorn,  and  try 
to  get  the  troops  as  well  in  hand  as  possible.  It  is  reported  that  Gen- 
eral Ewing  has  returned  to  Kansas  City.  I hear  of  but  few  guerrillas, 
and  a very  little  disturbance  in  the  district.  Fayetteville  is  the  farthest 
point  south  that  I shall  garrison  at  present,  unless  otherwise  ordered 
by  you.  This  point  should  be  held  strongly. 

I am  in  great  need  of  some  infantry  for  duty  at  posts,  but  can  do 
better  when  the  Eighteenth  Iowa  returns  from  the  field  to  Favetteville. 

JOHN  B.  SANBOEN, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

Fort  Scotty  Kans.,  October  28,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield  : 

General  : I am  in  receipt  of  General  Orders,  No.  118,  Department 
of  the  Missouri,  October  10  (received  on  the  24th),  and  am  somewhat  in 
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doubt  in  coini)relioii(ling  whether  it  was  contemplated  in  mating  the 
order  that  1 should  be  relieved  here  or  at  Fort  Smith,  although  the 
literal  reading  of  the  order  makes  it  imperative  that  I should  be  re- 
lieved at  the  latter  place.  I would  have  much  preferred  that  General 
McNeil  should  have  come  this  way  and  obviated  the  necessity,  on  my 
part,  of  making  a journey  of  400  miles  at  this  season,  and  under  em- 
barrassing circumstances.  Whatever  may  have  been  contemplated  by 
the  order,  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  district  will  not  justify  me  in 
abandoning  the  command  until  I am  properly  relieved. 

Late  intelligence  from  the  Arkansas  Eiver  reports  that  the  command 
at  Fort  Gibson  is  threatened  by  a superior  force  of  the  enemy,  concen- 
trated on  the  North  Fork  of  the  Canadian.  I am  importuned  by  the 
officer  now  in  command  at  Fort  Gibson  to  reach  there  with  re-enforce- 
ments  with  as  little  delay  as  ])ossible.  I leave  here  to-day  with  about 
1,200  troops  and  300  wagons,  loaded  with  subsistence  and  quartermas- 
ter’s stores,  for  Fort  Gibson  and  Fort  Smith ; and  were  I to  do  otherwise, 
until  I know  something  of  the  whereabouts  of  General  McNeil,  I could 
not  shun  the  responsibility  that  would  attach  from  any  disaster  that 
might  occur  before  I meet  General  McNeil  and  turn  the  command  over 
to  him. 

W^hen  I am  jiroperly  relieved,  1 shall  proceed,  without  delay,  to 
Leavenworth  City,  and  report  by  letter. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Arkansas, 

Little  EocTcy  Arlc.,  October  28,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Missouri.,  Saint  Louis  : 

General  : Your  dispatch  in  cipher  is  just  received.  I have  not  yet 
found  any  one  who  could  decipher  it,  but  General  Hurlbut  informs  me 
that  the  purport  of  it  is  that  I am  to  send  him  such  troops  as  I can 
spare. 

At  present  I can  spare  none.  The  rebels  are  endeavoring  to  press  me 
at  all  points.  On  the  25th  instant  Marmaduke  attacked  the  post  of 
Pine  Bluff  with  about  2,000  men,  and  bombarded  the  town  for  four 
hours,  destroying  considerable  public  and  private  property.  He  was 
finally  repulsed,  with  a loss  of  130.  Our  loss  was  11  killed  and  45 
wounded.  The  place  was  defended  by  the  First  Indiana  and  Fifth 
Kansas  Cavalry,  under  Colonel  [P.]  Clayton,  Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry.* 
All  my  disposable  cavalry  is  pursuing  Marmaduke  toward  Arkadelphia. 
Two  brigades  of  infantry  and  two  six-gun  batteries,  under  General  S. 
A.  Eice,  are  marching  directly  on  Arkadelphia,  and  were  to  be  at  Eock- 
port  to-night.  It  is  reported  that  part  of  Marmaduke’s  command  crossed 
the  Arkansas  below  Pine  Bluff,  to  co-operate  with  four  companies  from 
the  other  side  of  White  Eiver,  400  from  Independence  County,  and  a 
company  from  Des  Arc,  in  an  attack  upon  our  depot  at  Devall’s  Bluff. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  to  repel  any  such  attack,  and  to  break 
up  the  post  of  Arkadelphia,  if  anything  remains  there.  If  allowed  to 
retain  all  the  troops  at  present  under  my  command  until  the  Arkansas 
regiments  can  be  organized  and  armed,  I have  a fair  prospect  of  being 
able  to  reclaim  this  State  in  a few  months,  but  if  I am  to  be  cripple(l 
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before  the  people  are  sure  of  a permaiieut  success,  there  is  no  proba- 
bility of  their  joining  our  standard  in  any  considerable  numbers.  I 
send  Captain  [Abraham  H.]  Eyan  to  Saint  Louis  on  business  for  the 
Arkansas  troops.  He  will  be  able  to  give  you  information  in  regard  to 
matters  here. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

FKED’K  STEELE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knob,  il/o.,  October  29,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Gomdg.  Department  of  the  Missouri^  Saint  Louis  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  communicate  that  the  letters  calling 
your  attention  to  the  disturbed  state  of  affairs  in  Saint  Eran5ois  and 
Washington  Counties,  one  written  by  John  Evans  and  the  other  by  his 
honor  Samuel  L.  Breckenridge,  and  referred  to  me  from  depa«*tment 
headquarters,  have  received  due  consideration.  I trust  that  neither  of 
those  gentlemen  is  under  the  impression  that  I was  not  well  advised  of 
the  unhappy  state  of  affairs  in  many  portions  of  Southeastern  Missouri. 
I have  been  after  the  .Hildebrandts  unceasingly^  have  killed  one  of 
them  and  four  others  of  the  same  gang.  I have  not  force  enough  to 
garrison  all  the  points  named  in  their  requests.  Washington  County 
is  not  all  in  my  district.  I would  again  recommend  that  all  the  ter- 
ritory between  this  and  Saint  Louis  be  put  into  this  district. 

There  is-  much  of  iniquity  in  Saint  Genevieve  County  that  ought  to 
be  corrected,  but  I have  no  jurisdiction  over  that  locality.  Saint  Gene- 
vieve is  doing  a large  contraband  trade  with  my  swamp  devils.  I 
would  be  glad  to  see  some  one  take  hold  of  that  matter  with  vigor,  and 
stop  it. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington^  October  30,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis.,  Mo.  : 

Any  troops  you  can  spare  will  be  sent  to  General  Sherman,  at  East- 
port  or  Florence,  on  the  Tennessee  Eiver. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milivauhee,  Wis.,  October  30,  1863. 

Col.  J.  C.  Kelton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  question  in  rela- 
tion to  the  position  of  the  invalid  corps  in  this  military  department. 
It  has  been,  and  is  still,  necessary  to  keep  some  troops  in  this  depart- 
ment, both  to  furnish  military  ai(l  to  the  enrolling  and  drafting  officers 
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aud  to  guard  depots  of  supplies  and  iirovisions.  lu  several  instances 
detachments  of  the  invalid  corps,  and  officers  with  small  parties  re- 
cruiting for  that  corps,  have  been  stationed,  by  orders  from  the  provost- 
marshal-general,  at  military  posts  occupied  by  troops  on  duty  in  this 
department. 

The  question  is,  how  far  such  detachments  are  under  the  control  of 
the  military  commanders  of  those  posts.  They  should  undoubtedly 
be  subject  to  the  general  police  and  post  regulations ; otherwise  it  will 
occasion  great  confusion  and  difficulty.  Officers  and  soldiers  of  the  in- 
valid corps,  unless  subject  to  the  general  authority  of  the  post  com- 
mander, can  go  in  aud  out  of  the  post  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night, 
can  omit  or  decline  to  police  their  quarters,  or  submit  to  any  needful  reg- 
ulations for  the  good  order  of  the  post.  It  is  unnecessary  to  iioint  out 
to  the  General-in-Chief  the  confusion  and  disorder  which  must  neces- 
sarily arise  from  any  such  point  or  complicated  jurisdiction. 

This  state  of  things  is  especially  troublesome  at  Fort  Snelliug,  in  Min- 
nesota, and  Camp  McClellan,  at  Davenport,  Iowa.  The  first  is  a depot 
of  supplies  for  posts  in  Minnesota,  and  is  commanded  by  a colonel  of 
Minnesota  volunteers.  It  is  also  the  station  for  troops  who  furnish  tlie 
necessary  protection  for  officers  of  the  provost-marshaPs  department. 
Camp  McClellan  is  a military  iiost  in  the  military  district  of  Iowa,  at 
which  are  confined,  under  guard,  300  Sioux  .warriors,  captured  last 
autumn.  Neither  of  these  two  posts  can  be  spared  from  the  necessities 
of  this  department. 

I have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  ask  a decision  on  this  subject,  and  to 
recommend,  whenever  it  is  found  necessary  to  station  detachments  of 
the  invalid  corps  at  posts  garrisoned  by  the  military  forces  -of  this  de- 
partment, such  detachments  for  necessary  purposes  of  police,  &c.,  shall 
be  subject  to  the  general  authority  of  the  post  commander,  and  to  the 
necessary  regulations  made  by  him  for  the  good  order  and  military 
police  of  the  post,  the  post  commander  being  limited  in  his  authority 
to  this  purpose,  and  prohibited  from  exercising  any  sort  of  control  over 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  invalid  corps  in  the  discharge  of  the  special 
duties  assigned  them. 

I assume,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  subject  or  any  official  instruc- 
tions in  the  matter,  that  the  invalid  corps  is  commanded  by  the  officers 
of  the  provost-marshaPs  department.  I do  not  desire  to  exercise  any 
authority  over  them  further  than  the  necessary  control  expressed  in 
this  letter,  when  detachments  of  them  are  sent  to  military  posts  occu- 
pied by  troops  on  duty  in  this  department. 

I have  the  honor  to  ask  a decision  of  the  question  at  the  earliest  con- 
venience of  the  General-in-Ohief,  as  some  trouble  already  exists  on  the 
subject. 

I am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Arkansas, 

Little  Boclcj  October  31,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps : 

General  : I learn,  by  telegram  from  Benton  this  evening,  that  our 
cavalry  have  been  at  Arkadelphia,  and  captured  some  prisoners  and  8 
wagons.  Marmaduke  retreated  by  way  of  Camden.  Union  men  report 
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that  all  the  machinery,  &c.,  has  been  removed  from  Arkadelphia  to 
Marshall,  Tex.  Eecruitiug  is  going  on  quite  briskly.  A company 
(94  strong)  came  in  to-day  from  Perry  County. 

We  hear  nothing  from  Banks  yet. 

There  was  a Union  meeting  here  to-day.  Some  of  the  most  iirominent 
citizens  have  committed  themselves  to  our  cause. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED’K  STEELE, 

Major-General. 


Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  October  31,  1803. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

I have  the  honor  to  announce  my  arrival  here  last  night.  Seven  com- 
panies of  the  Eighteenth  Iowa  Infantry  and  a section  of  Eabb’s  battery 
will  arrive  to-day.  I sent  Oatherwood,  with. 500  cavalry,  back  from 
Ozark,  via  Fayetteville.  I will  assume  command  to-day,  and  proceed 
to  make  a more  effective  disposition  of  the  force  in  this  district  by  con- 
centration. I will  advise  you,  at  an  early  date,  of  the  effective  strength 
of  this  force.  I am  satisfied  it  falls  far  short  of  the  returns.  We  need 
a mustering  officer  and  a strict  and  able  inspector  at  once. 

Fisher  and  Fuller,  mail  contractors,  at  Springfield,  desire  to  establish 
a mail  line  from  Springfield.  Will  you  bring  the  subject  before  the 
Post-Office  Department  ? 

Cooper,  with  5,000  men  and  sixteen  guns,  is  reported  advancing,  and 
within  20  miles.  I will  take  care  of  him ; if  he  is  not  in  a hurry,  I will 
attack  first.  I think  it  is  a feint  to  got  Brooks’  and  other  small  com- 
mands across  the  river.  Oatherwood  has  instructions  to  attend  to 
Brooks,  and  a detachment  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  are  also  in  pursuit 
of  him. 

Although  we  did  not  overtake  Shelby,  we  kept  him  from  extended 
pillage,  punishing  him  severely,  and  drove  him  across  the  river  at  a 
point  near  Clarksville.  We  took  about  75  prisoners,  killed  20  or  30  of 
his  men,  including  1 captain,  and  captured  a number  of  horses. 

We  have  to  mourn  the  death  of  Lieutenant  [James  G.]  Eobertson,  of 
the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  who  fell,  mortally  wounded,  on  the  26th, 
while  bravely  leading  a charge  against  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  on 
Little  Piney  Creek,  further  loss  was  sustained  on  our  side. 

I desire  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  hearty  and  zealous  co-operation 
of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command,  and  for  the  cheerfulness  with 
which  they  endured  the  toils  and  privations  of  a long  and  arduous 
march. 

JOHN  McNEIL, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  October  31,  1863. 
General  Fisk,  Commanding : 

The  district  provosLmarshal  of  the  Thirteenth  District  of  Illinois 
wauts  25  men  at  once.  The  Copperheads  are  rioting  and  burning 
property  over  there.  I will  send  them  if  you  approve  of  doing  so. 
Answer  immediately. 

J.  B.  EOGEES, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield 
commanding,  for  October,  1863;  headquarters  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


CommaBd. 


Department  staff  (Saint  Louis.  Mo.) 

District  of  Saint  Louis,  Col.  Eobert  E.  Livingston  : 

Staff  (Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 

Post  of  Saint  Louis,  Col.  James  H.  Baker 

Franklin,  Mo.,  Capt.  John  F.  W.  Dette 

Deck  Bridge.  Iron  Mountain  Eailroad,  Capt.  Patrick 
F.  Lonergan, 

Benton  Barracks  * 


Total  District  of  Saint  Louis 


District  of  Eolla,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies  : 

Staff  (Eolla,  Mo.) 

Troops  at  Eolla 

Troops  at  other  points 


Total  District  of  Eolla 


Distil ct  of  Southeastern  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B. 
Fisk : 

Staff(I*ilot  Knob,  Mo.) 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  Col.  John  B.  Eogers 

Pilot  Ivnob,  Mo.,  Col.  Eichard  G.  Woodson 


Total  District  of  Southeastem  Missouri 


District  of  Southwestern  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen.  John  B. 
Sanborn  : 

Staff'  (Springfield,  Mo. ) 

Springneld,  Mo..  Lieut.  Col.  Albert  W.  Bishop 

Fayetteville,  Ark.,  Col.  M.  La  Eue  Harrison 

Cassville,  Mo.,  Lieut.  Col.  John  E.  Phelps 

In  the  field.  Col.  John  Edwards 

Missouri  State  Militia,  (at  various  points) 

Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Brig.  Gen,  Colly  B.  Hol- 
land.! 

Total  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri 


District  of  Central  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  B,  Brown  : 

Staff  (Jefferson  City,  Mo.) ' 

Troops  in  district  


Total  District  of  Central  Missouri . 


District  of  Northern  Missouri,  Col,  Odon  Guitar: 

Staff  (Macon,  Mo.) 

Troops  in  district 


Total  District  of  Northern  Missouri. 


District  of  the  Border,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing.jr. : 

Staff  (Kansas  City,  Mo.) 

Troops  in  district 


Total  District  of  the  Border 


District  of  the  Frontier,  Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt: 

Staff  (near  Fort  Scott,  Kans.) 

Ihrst  Brigade,  Col.  John  Eitchie  (in  the  field,  C.  N.).. 
Second  Brigade,  Col.  William  F.  Cloud  (Fort  Smith, 
Aik.). 

Third  Brigade,  -Col.  Thomas  M.  Bowen  (Van  Buren, 
Ark.). 

Fort  Blunt,  Lieut.  Col.  Fred.  AV,  Schaurte 

Fort  Scott,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  AV.  Blair  * 


Present  for 
duty. 


14 


88 


54 


1C4 


103 


24 


30 


115 


881 

118 

125 


1, 124 


972 

407 


1,  379 


14 


13 


126 

138 


2,  ICO 


6 

1,  338 
590 


1,934 


608 

796 


1,404 


a 

779 

287 

284 

1,313 

1,569 


4.  235 


2,484 


595 


595 


,046 


3,  046 


1 

1, 389 
1,829 

521 

402 


2 

886 

1,465 


2,  353 


5 
14 
955 
378 
407 
1,  594 
1,703 


5,  056 


5 

2,  964 


2,  969 


6 

857 


863 


3.  587 


3,  593 


5 

1,  602 
2, 440 

875 

487 


pH  O 

c3 

P.  P 


14 


13 
2,  859 
148 
146 


3, 166 


6 

1,  519 
744 


2,  209 


3 

1,397 
1,  624 


3,  024 


5 

148 
1,234 
511 
501 
2, 123 
2,  004 


6,  526 


3, 278 


3, 284 


0 

928 


934 


6 

5, 107 


5,113 


8 

2,  329 
3, 161 

1,295 

524 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


14 


10 


11 


14 


* Dropped.  Post  not  now  in  this  command. 

+ In  the  Not  reported  on  departmc.nt  return. 
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Comiuand. 


PrevSent  for 
duty. 


bt'd 

£ 9 

it's 

bO 

fct 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


District  of  the  Frontier,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Blunt — Cont’d. 

North  Fork,  0.  N.,  Cant.  Elijah  E.  Harvey 

Near  Fort  Scott,  Col.  Samuel  J.  Crawford 


677 
1,  099 


838 

1,308 


1, 018 
1,  543 


Total  District  of  the  Frontier. 


193 


5,  918 


7, 561 


9,878 


District  of  Nebraska,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  McKean: 

Staff  (Omaha  City,  Nebr.) 

Omaha  City,  Col.  Samuel  W.  Summers 

Fort  Kearny,  Maj.  John  S.  Wood 

Cottonwood  Springs,  Maj.  George  M.  O’Brien 

Dakota,  Capt.  John  Wilcox 


1 

10 

10  . 

105 

142 

166  . 

180 

240 

283  . 

131 

160 

172  . 

32 

49 

90  . 

Total  District  of  Nebraska . 


33 


449 


721 


District  of  Colorado,  Col.  John  M.  Chivington  (Denver 
City,  Colo.). 

Ar  my  of  Arkansas,  Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Steele  (Little 
Itock,  Ark.) : 

First  Cavalry  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  David- 
son (Little  Eock,  Ark.). 

Second  Infantry  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  Nathan  Kim- 
ball (Little  Eock,  Ark.). 

Third  Infantry  Division.  Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Sal- 
omon (Little  Eock,  Ark.). 

Cavalry  Brigade,  Col.  Powell  Clayton  (Little  Eock, 
Ark.’). 

Artillery,  Capt.  Mortimer  M.  Hayden* 

Cavalry  escort,  Capt.  Thomas  J.  Beebe  (Little  Eock, 
Ark.’). 


41 


1,  001 


1, 195 


1,  597 


154 

199 

149 

31 


Total  Army  of  Arkansas 


536 


Alton,  111.,  Col.  George  W.  Kincaid 

New  Madrid,  Mo.,  Col.  Chester  Harding,  jr 

District  of  Eastern  Arkansas,  Brig.  Gen.  Napoleon  B. 
Buford : 

Staff  (Helena,  Ark.) 

Troops  in  districtt 


5 

104 


Total  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas 


109 


3, 121 

5, 184 

7,  733 

3,  761 

5, 107 

9,812  , 

2, 857 

3, 761 

4,962  . 

515 

797 

1,206  , 

60 

91 

123  . 

10, 314 


,14, 940 


23, 836 


480 

353 


700 

522 


733 

578 


1,  661 


5 

2,  814 


5 

3,625 


1,661 


2,  819 


3,  630 


17 


14 


43 


EECAPITULATION. 


Department  staff 

District  of  Saint  Louis 

District  of  Eolla 

District  of  Southeastern  Missouri  . 
District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

District  of  Central  Missouri 

District  of  Northern  Missouri 

District  of  the  Border 

District  of  the  Frontier 

District  of  Nebraska 

District  of  Colorado 

Army  of  Arkansas 

Alton,  111 

New  Madrid,  Mo 

District  of  Eastern  Arkansas 

Total 


14 

14 

14 

88 

1,124 

2, 160 

3, 166 

57 

1,379 

1,  934 

2,  269 

2 

10 

54 

1,404 

2,  353 

3,  024 

14 

11 

164 

4,  235 

5,  056 

6,  526 

14 

103 

2, 484 

2,  969 

3,  284 

2 

30 

595 

863 

934 

115 

3,  046 

3,  593 

5, 113 

6 

193 

5,918 

7,  561 

9,878 

3 

17 

33 

449 

601 

721 

4 

41 

1,001 

1,195 

1,597 

14 

536 

10,  314 

14,  940 

23,  836 

43 

31 

480 

700 

733 

16 

353 

522 

578 

109 

1,661 

2,  819- 

3,  630 

1,  584 

34, 443 

47,  280 

65,  303 

19 

121 

* Artillery  iucliided  in  division  returns, 
t Not  included  in  department  return  for  October, 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  1, 18G3. 

Brigadier-General  Guitar, 

Macon  City,  Mo. : 

I wish  you  to  give  special  attention  to  Buchanan  County  and  other 
portions  of  I^^orth western  Missouri  on  the  day  of  the  election.  If  possi- 
ble, let  there  be  no  semblance  even  of  interference  or  intimidation  by 
the  militia,  and  at  all  hazards  prevent  violence  from  whatever  quarter. 
This  is  important  everywhere,  but  especially  so  in  that  part  of  the  State. 
It  is  all-important  to  have  a perfectly  free  and  quiet  election  in  that  part 
of  the  State.  This  is  my  reason  for  calling  your  special  attention  to  it, 
and  not  because  I have  more  reason  to  apprehend  disturbance  there 
than  elsewhere. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General,. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  November  1,  18G3. 

James  L.  Thomas,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  October  30,*  I will  state  that  in  some  impor- 
tant particulars  you  entirely  misapprehend  my  remarks  made  during  our 
conversation  on  the  29th.  I spoke  of  the  lawless  acts  committed  in 
some  portions  of  Missouri  by  men  claiming  to  be  radicals,  and  acting 
in  the  name  of  radicalism,  and  asserted  that  the  leading  men  and  papers 
of  the  party  had  failed  to  do  their  duty  by  disowning  and  frowning 
down  this  lawlessness ; that  in  this  course  they  had  been  guilty  of 
great  folly,  and  had  brought  odium  upon  their  party  in  Missouri  and 
throughout  the  country ; that  they  had  injured  rather  than  advanced 
the  cause  of  emancipation.  I made  no  remarks  relative  to  the  radical 
party  nor  to  the  radicals  as  a party  or  class  of  citizens.  I spoke  of 
those  men  and  papqrs  who,  by  tolerating  and  encouraging  lawlessness 
in  the  name  of  radicalism,  had  done  so  much  toward  producing  trouble 
in  the  State.  It  is,  perhaps,  natural  that  any  honest  man  should  feel 
as  you  propose,  to  disown  a party  in  which  abuses  are  tolerated,  but  I 
cannot  see  the  propriety  of  so  doing.  Would  it  not  be  much  wiser  and 
more  patriotic  to  endeavor  to  purify  the  party,  to  bring  it  back  to  the 
high  principles  upon  which  it  was  founded,  and  to  rid  it  of  the  elements 
which  have  disgraced  those  principles'? 

Our  conversation  on  the  29th  was  regarded  by  me  as  confidential,  and 
I still  desire  it  to  be  so  regarded  by  you,  and  also  this  letter.  No  pos- 
sible good  can  result  from  a public  discussion  by  me  of  such  matters. 
You  are  aware  that  as  department  commander  I have  nothing  to  do 
with  parties  nor  with  offenders  as  members  of  any  party.  I shall  un- 
questionably, upon  proper  proof,  punish  all  who  have  been,  or  may  here- 
after be,  guilty  of  the  crimes  you  mention,  without  regard  to  the  party 
they  may  belong  to.  But  I do  not  propose  to  condemn  any  party  or 
class  of  men  because  of  the  guilt  of  one  or  any  number  of  its  members. 
When  I find  men  acting  wrongfully  or  unwisely,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Union  cause,  I endeavor,  within  my  proper  sphere,  to  correct  or  restrain 
them  by  api)ropriate  means,  according  to  the  circumstances.  Whether 
my  influence  thus  exerted  insures  the  benefit  of  one  party  or  another  is 
a question  which  I cannot  take  into  consideration.  My  dealings  are  with 
individuals,  not  with  parties.  Officially  I know  nothing  of  radicals  or 
conservatives.  The  question  with  me  is  simply  what  individuals  obey 
the  laws  and  what  violate  them  •,  who  are  for  the  Government  and  who 
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against  it.  The  measures  of  the  President  are  my  measures  5 his  orders 
my  rule  of  action.  Whether  a particular  party  gains  strength  or  loses 
it  by  my  action  must  depend  upon  the  party  and  not  upon  me. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSj  JSFovember  2,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Fred.  Steele, 

Commanding  Army  of  Arliansas^  Little  Eoclcj  Ark.: 

General  : I have  received  your  letter  of  October  19 ; * also  the  reports 
of  subordinate  commanders  and  your  supplementary  report  of  your 
operations  in  Arkansas.  I inclose  a copy  of  a dispatch  f which  I sent 
you  on  the  18th  of  October,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  General 
Halleck.  I presume  you  have  not  been  able  to  send  a large  force  to 
Memphis,  but  hope  you  have  found  it  practicable  to  send  a few  regi- 
ments. I am  not  definitely  informed  what  operations  are  going  on  in 
Louisiana  and  Texas,  but  I presume  nothing  which  will  enable  you  to 
advance.  Everything  in  the  West  seems  now  suspended  upon  the  grand 
operations  of  the  combined  armies  under  General  Grant.  We  will  have 
to  act  on  the  defensive  at  least  for  the  present.  I did  hope  that  you 
would  be  able  to  change  your  base  to  Eed  Kiver  as  soon  as  that  should 
be  high  enough  for  navigation.  Possibly  you  may  yet  be  able  to  do  so 
some  time  this  winter. 

I am  informed  that  Shelby,  with  a remnant  of  his  force,  has  got  back 
across  the  Arkansas,  and  that  all  the  guerrillas,  under  Quantrill,  Jack- 
man,  and  others,  left  Missouri  with  him.  I expect  no  more  trouble  from 
them  this  winter.  This  will  enable  me  to  gradually  diminish  the  force 
in  Missouri,  and  send  re-enforcements  to  you  and  McNeil,  who  relieves 
General  Blunt.  The  troops  to  be  s*ent  south  are  nearly  all  cavalry.  I 
have  very  little  infantry  in  Missouri  and  Kansas. 

The  dispositions  you  have  made,  as  stated  in  your  letter  of  October  19, 
with  the  addition  of  some  cavalry  along  the  White  Eiver,  to  prevent  the 
organization  of  guerrillas,  will,  I believe,  be  the  best  we  can  do  until 
operations  elsewhere  will  allow  you  to  advance.  I am  somewhat  anxious 
about  supplies  for  Fort  Smith  during  the  winter.  The  Upper  Arkansas 
is  perfectly  dry  for  about  200  miles,  and  I fear  the  river  will  not  rise  so 
as  to  be  navigable  from  Little  Eock  to  Fort  Smith  before  spring.  It  will 
hardly  be  possible  to  supply  the  troops  at  Fort  Smith  from  Springfield 
or  Fort  Scott,  on  account  of  the  want  of  forage  on  the  route.  Will  it 
be  practicable  to  haul  supplies  by  wagons  from  Little  Eock  to  Fort 
Smith? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  November  2, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Dejgartment  of  the  Missouri : 

Just  arrived  via  Fort  Scott.  Blunt  has  gone  to  Fort  Smith  with  a 
large  Government  train,  200  wagons,  loaded  with  contraband  of  war. 

* See  Schofield  to  Ilalleck,  November  9,  p.  698. 
t See  Schofield  to  Steele,  October  18,  x>.  664. 

41  R R— VOL  XXII,  FT  II 


690 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Ciiap.  XXXIV. 


He  is  partner.  He  bpenly  defies  you  and  the  Government.  Lane  has 
encouraged  him.  The  goods  are  to  he  sold  to  rebels.  Allow  me  to  sug- 
gest the  stoppage  of  the  train,  and  its  search,  via  Cassville.  The  report 
at  Fort  Scott  is  that  a large  amount  of  buried  treasure  is  at  Fort  Smith 
and  Van  Buren.  I make  this  statement  upon  my  honor  as  an  officer.  I 
believe  a treasonable  design  is  on  foot.  If  mistaken,  no  harm  can  result 
from  an  examination  of  the  train.  McNeil  should  be  warned,  as  I be- 
lieve there  is  a design  to  overawe  him. 

WM.  WEER, 

Colonel  Tenth  Kansas  Volunteers. 


Saint  Louis,  Nove^nher  2,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  MuNeil  : 

It  is  officially  reported  to  me  that  Major-General  Blunt  has  started 
from  Fort  Scott  for  Fort  Smith  with  a large  train  loaded  with  goods 
contraband  of  war,  of  which  he  is  part  owner ; that  he  openly  defies 
me  and  the  Government.  You  will  at  once  search  the  train,  and  ascer- 
tain the  truth  of  this  matter.  If  you  find  the  report  true,  ybu  will 
arrest  General  Blunt  in  my  name,  and  send  him  to  Saint  Louis.  If  he 
refuses  to  obey  the  order  of  arrest,  or  refuses  to  turn  over  the  command 
to  you  and  return  to  Leavenworth,  3^011  will  arrest  him  by  force  and  send 
him  to  Saint  Louis  under  guard.* 

You  will  seize  all  contraband  goods  and  arrest  all  iiersons  engaged 
in  contraband  trade. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

Fort  Smith,  November  2,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri: 

General:  I have  this  daj"  assumed  command  of  this  district,  by 
virtue  of  your  telegraphic  order,  received  in  the  field,  directing  me  to 
relieve  General  Blunt.  I find  the  troops  distributed  as  follows,  by  verbal 
report  of  Colonel  Cloud,  left  in  charge  by  General  Blunt.  As  there  is  no 
record  of  returns  here,  the  figures  are  of  course  somewhat  conjectural: 

Fort  Scott,  Twelfth  Kansas  Infantry,  600  men  ; Fourteenth  Kansas 
Cavalry,  900  men,  and  Second  [Kansas]  Colored,  800  men;  total,  2,300 
men.  Baxter  Springs,  part  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  number  not 
known.  Fort  Gibson,  Sixth  Kansas  Cavaliy,  750  men ; three  Indian 
regiments,  say  1,500  men,  and  Smith’s  Second  Kansas  Battery^  six  guns; 
total,  2,250  men  and  six  guns.  Van  Buren,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry 
(not  reported) ; Thirteenth  Kansas  Infantry,  and  Hopkins’  battery,  say, 
in  all,  1,000  men.  Fort  Smith,  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  First  Kansas 
Colored,  Second  Colorado,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry;  Babb’s  battery, 
seven  companies,  and  Eighteenth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  300  men; 
estimated  at  2,800  men  and  six  guns. 

Besides  these,  we  have  75.0  infantry  and  cavalry  recruits,  with  as  many 
more  cut  off  from  us  in  the  mountains.  These  are  for  the  most  part  not 
uniformed,  and  unarmed,  and,  until  they  are  so,  will  be  a nuisance  about 


See  McNeil  to  Scliofield,  December  1,  p.  727. 
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the  posts.  Tliis  will  show  an  aggregate  of  over  8,000  troops,  but  I fear 
that  a strict  inspection  would  not  tind  half  that  number  for  duty,  ex- 
clusive of  the  Indians. 

I find  Steele  and  Cooper  directly  in  our  front,  and  driving  in  our 
pickets  within  12  miles  of  this  post.  Their  force  is  variously  estimated 
at  from  4,000  to  6,000  combatants.  They  are  moving  over  to  occupy  the 
country  about  Waldron,  where  there  are  abundant  crops  of  wheat  and 
corn.  I am  compelled  to  drive  them  out,  and  must  do  it  with  infantry, 
as  1 have  scarcely  a squadron  of  cavalry  to  move  from  this  place.  The 
Second  Kansas  Cavalry  are  scattered  on  all  duties,  until  there  is  scarcely 
the  shadow  of  a regiment  at  headquarters.  1 am  told  that  the  Third 
Wisconsin  Cavalry,  at  Yau  Buren,  can  scarcely  put  200  men  in  the  field, 
and  these  are  needed  for  collecting  forage  and  subsistence  tor  the  post 
to  which  they  are  attached.  I sliall,  however,  order  them  here,  and 
direct  the  use  of  infantry  for  that  purpose.  The  subsistence  of  the  troops 
in  this  district  has  been  drawn  entirely  from  the  country  since  the  day 
of  occupation,  and  in  order  to  keep  the  wheat  and  corn  near  us,  for  our 
own  use,  I am  moving  a strong  party  under  Colonel  Cloud,  to-day,  to 
drive  off  the  enemy  under  Steele  and  Cooper.  We  have  salt  and  sugar, 
but  are  entirely  out  of  hard  bread,  coffee,  candles,  and  soap.  The  service 
also  requires  all  kinds  of  quartermaster’s  and  ordnance  stores,  includ- 
ing arms  for  the  new  regiments  and  ammunition  for  all  arms.  Many 
of  the  recruits  of  the  old  regiments  are  without  clothing.  I have  im- 
mediate and  urgent  need  of  the  following  assistance,  and  hope  it  will  be 
furnished  me:  An  assistant  quartermaster-general  of  district,  an  as- 
sistant commissary-general  of  district,  an  inspector  and  a mustering 
ofhcer,  and  an  engineer  of  fortifications  and  topography.  I also  hope 
that  Captain  Laurant  may  be  at  once  relieved  from  the  Southwestern 
District  of  Missouri,  and  directed  to  report  to  me.  I know  it  is  his 
wish,  and  regard  his  services  as  indispensable  to  the  introduction  of 
order  here,  where  order  is  so  much  needed. 

In  prospect  of  open  communication  with  Little  Bock,  and  to  protect 
our  bread  supplies,  I deem  it  important  to  at  once  seize  and  hold  Wal- 
dron, about  40  miles  south  of  this  place.  I have  directed  Colonel  Cloud, 
when  he  has  driven  Steele  and  Cooper,  to  occupy  that  place.  It  will 
take  much  time  and  labor  to  put  the  troops — if  they  are  all  like  those 
of  this  post — in  a state  for  effective  service ; but  it  can  be  done  with  the 
proper  help,  and  I shall  work  diligently  to  that  end.  These  irregulari- 
ties are  in  no  way  chargeable  to  Colonel  Cloud,  who  has  acted  in  a 
most  energetic  manner,  and  with  a strict  regard  to  the  public  interest. 
He  has  taken  grave  responsibilities,  but  he  was  compelled  to  do  so  or 
allow  public  interests  to  suffer.  His  position  has  been  really  embar- 
rassing; with  officers  refusing  to  recognize  either  his  rank  or  authority, 
he  has  been  constantly  trammeled  in  duty,  and  the  wonder  is  that  he 
has  done  so  well.  You,  general,  understand  this  matter,  and  if. his 
status  can  be  fixed  beyond  cavil,  I shall  regard  it  as  a service  due  a 
deserving  officer. 

I have  to  state  that,  on  leaving  Southeastern  Missouri,  when  wounded, 

. last  spring,  I left  my  cipher  in  the  hands  of  my  acting  assistant  adju- 
tant-general, who  claims  to  have  handed  it  to  another  gentleman  serv- 
ing with  me ; at  any  rate,  I have  neither  cipher  nor  key.  Will  you 
cause  each  to  be  sent  me?  The  officer  in  charge  of  raising  the  Second 
Arkansas  Infantry  reports  ooO  recruits  at  this  post,  and  as  many  more 
at  other  points,  some  of  which  are  in  rear  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Cloud 
authorized  Lieutenant-Colonel  [E.  J.]  Searle  to  raise  a Third  Arkansas 
Cavalry,  and  they  have  400  recruits  here,  and  more  reported  in  the 
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mouutaius.  I shall  subsist  these  men  as  recruits,  subject  to  disposi- 
tion by  your  orders. 

On  Saturday  I reviewed  the  First  Arkansas  Infantry  Volunteers, 
First  Colored  Infantry  Kansas  Volunteers,  and  Eabb’s  battery.  The 
negro  regiment  is  a triumph  of  drill  and  discipline,  and  reflects  great 
honor  on  Colonel  Williams,  in  command.  Few  volunteer  regiments  that 
1 hav'e  seen  make  a better  appearance.  1 regard  them  as  first-rate  infan- 
try. I shall  order  at  once  all  of  the  Twelfth  Kansas  Cavalry  [Infantry] 
that  can  be  spared  from  Fort  Scott,  and  if  liind  no  substantial  reason  for 
the  continuance  of  the  force  at  Baxter  Springs,  call  them  in.  The  force 
at  Gibson  I may  be  compelled  to  precipitate  on  the  Choctaw  Nation, 
who  remain  contumacious.  I am  sending  them  messengers,  ofleringto 
treat  with  them  if  they  will  leave  Cooper,  and  threatening  to  drive 
them  from  their  country  if  they  do  not.  They  are  terribly  afraid  of  the 
Pin  Indians,  and  may  succumb.  If  they  do  not,  I shall  keej)  my  word 
with  them,  as  the  only  mode  of  impressing  these  Indians  with  proper 
respect  for  the  power  of  the  Government. 

I shall  start  a semi- weekly  mail  for  Fayetteville. 

AVashington  County,  Arkansas,  being  in  this  district,  as  described  in 
orders,  I have  to  ask  that  you  will  direct  the  troops  stationed  there  to 
report  to  me.  Arkansas,  north  of  Boston  Mountains,  might  be  made  a 
sub  district,  to  report  either  here  or  at  Springfield.  In  case  the  First 
Arkansas  Cavalry  is  not  directed  to  report  to  me,  I have  to  request  that 
Capt.  D.  C.  Hopkins,  with  his  company,  may  be  detached  and  directed 
to  report  to  me  as  scouts.  I have  everywhere  in  this  State  found  our 
information  of  the  enemy’s  movements  defective,  and  military  scouts 
the  most  reliable.  Captain  Hopkins  and  his  company  are  peculiarly 
fitted  for  this  service. 

I have  but  the  copy  of  your  telegram  ordering  me  to  relieve  Major- 
General  Blunt;  no  other  orders. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  McNEIL, 

Brigadier-  General  of  Volunteers^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City.,  7l/o.,  Kovemher  2,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Bepartmentj  t&c..  Saint  Louis: 

General  : The  dispatch  of  Colonel  Weer  to  you  of  this  date  relates 
to  a matter  of  which  you  will  doubtless  think  I should  have  been  in- 
formed, and  should  advise  you. 

Tam  reliably  informed  that  two  hundred  wagon-loads  of  sutlers’  stores 
are  being  sent  to  Fort  Smith  with  the  train  which  left  Fort  Scott  Tues- 
day last.  Alexander  McDonald,  of  Fort  Scott,  a well-known  merchant 
and  Government  contractor  there,  sends  the  goods,  and  himself  claims 
appointment  as  sutler  at  Fort  Smith,  from  General  Blunt.  It  seems  to 
be  admitted  the  appointment  is  not  regular,  but  it  is  expected  that 
General  Blunt  will  make  it  regular  when  he  gets  there.  There  is  said 
to  be  $100,000  worth  of  the  goods.  I heard  nothing  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  goods,  nor  as  to  their  being  carried  in  Government  wagons. 
It  may  be  that  all  that  Colonel  Weer  says  on  the  subject  is  true,  as  I 
made  no  special  inquiry  on  the  subject.  It  is,  however,  commonly  un- 
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(lerstood  that  General  Blunt  is  interested  in  the  prospective  profits,  if 
not  in  the  investment.  This  is  doubtless  so. 

I have  been  so-crowded  with  delayed  business  since  my  return,  that 
I have  not  been  able  to  write  you  as  to  final  disposition  of  the  troops 
of  my  district  for  the  winter ; besides,  I wished  to  see  Colonel  Weer 
before  writing  yoUj  and  he  has  just  got  in.  I,  however,  recommend 
that  the  Sixth  Kansas,  whicli  is  in  a bad  condition  at  Fort  Smith,  as 
Colonel  Du  Bois  has  doubtless  reported  to  you,  be  ordered  to  me,  and 
the  Fifteenth,  which  is  now  ready  for  the  field,  be  ordered  to  relieve  it 
at  Fort  Smith.  The  latter  regiment  should  be  kept  together  for  drill 
and  discipline.  It  has  the  best,  but  most  outbreaking,  material  of  the 
State.  I cannot  keep  it  together  here.  I ask  to  have  the  Sixth  sent 
here,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  its  field  officers. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — I thank  you  for  the  extension  of  my  district.  It  is  a iiublic 
mark  of  approval,  which  gratifies  and  strengthens  me. 


Headquarters  District  op  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield j ITo.,  J^ov ember  3,  18G3. 

Major-General  Schopield, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Missouri^  Saint  Louis  : 

General  McNeil  arrived  at  Fort  Smith  on  the  31st  instant  [ultimo  |. 
The  cavalry  he  had  has  returned  to  Cassville.  I have  not  learned  where 
the  infantry  and  artillery  are.  The  line  between  here  is  down.  Brooks, 
with  his  force,  is  reported  at  Yellville,’ re-enforced  by  about  800  men, 
making  about  1,600  in  all,  and  contemplating  an  advance  into  this  State 
by  Marshfield,  &c.  I am  sending  out  scouts  in  that  direction,  and  will 
get  his  movements  soon.  Has  the  detachment  of  the  Eleventh  Missouri 
Cavalry,  at  Kansas  City,  left  for  this  place  j if  so,  when  did  it  leave  ? 
I have  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bishop  chief  of  cavalry,  and  he 
will  report  by  letter. 

. [JOHN  B.  SANBOEN,] 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis ^ November  3,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewino,  Jr., 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border,  Kansas  City,  Mo. : 

General  : Now  that  the  border  counties  of  Missouri  are  free  from 
guerrillas,  and  are  likely  to  remain  so  during  the  winter  at  least,  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  loyal  people  of  those  counties  might  be  permitted 
with  safety  to  return  to  their  homes.  If  they  return  now  they  will  be 
able  to  gather  their  corn  and  some  other  crops,  and  make  themselves 
comfortable  for  the  winter.  If  this  policy  be  adopted,  I think  the  test 
of  loyalty  should  be  rather  liberal  than  severe,  the  object  being  to 
permit  those,  and  only  those,  to  return  who  will  hereafter  be  faithful 
to  the  Government.  Under  the  reign  of  terror  which  has  so  long  existed 
on  the  border,  active  loyalty  could  not  be  expected.  All  who  return 
should  be  enrolled,  and  their  names  registered  at  the  nearest  military 
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post.  Those  who  are  able  to  bear  arms,  of  whatever  age,  should  be 
orgauized  iuto  companies  and  armed.  They  should  be  required  to  give 
the  most  active  and  unqualified  support  to  the  Government.  Nobody, 
especially  in  those  counties,  can  now  be  permitted  to  occupy  any  neu- 
tral or  equivocal  position.  Please  inform  me  what  you  think  of  this 
proposition.  If  you  decide  to  adopt  it,  the  order  would  probably  best 
come  from  you.  If,  however,  for  any  reason  you  prefer  that  I issue  it, 
I have  no  objection  whatever  to  doing  so.  If  you  think  it  unwise  to  do 
this  now,  please  give  me  your  reasons  fully.  It  will  be  a matter  of  no 
little  difficulty  to  satisfy  the  people  of  Missouri,  and  I think  also  the 
authorities  in  Washington,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  done  this  fall. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Army  of  Arkansas, 

No.  39.  1 Little  BocTc^  November  3, 1863. 

Colonel  Bussey,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  liaving  reported  at  these  head- 
quarters for  duty,  is  hereby  assigned  to  command  First  Division,  Army 
of  Arkansas. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Steele  :• 

[GEORGE  O.  SOKALSKI, 

First  Lieut.  Second  Cav.,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 


Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Jefferson  City,  November  4,  1863. 

Maj.  Oliver  D.  Greene, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : When  in  the  field  I had  the  honor  to  receive  a communication 
from  the  major-general  commanding  relative  to  wrongs  committed  by 
the  soldiers  of  this  command  in  Benton  County,  and  the  allegation  that 
was  made  bj^  reliable  citizens  that  no  attempt  to  correct  them  had  been 
made  by  the  military  authorities.  In  the  condition  of  the  district  at 
that  time  and  soon  after,  I was  unable  to  do  more  than  indorse  the  action 
on  the  communication  that  had  been  taken  and  return  it.  I will  now 
explain  fully  the  situation  of  affairs  in  the  country.  The  commanding 
general  will  please  recollect  the  Cole  Camp  massacre  in  1861  as  the 
cause  of  the  present  outrages.  The  Gnion  men  who  escaped  from  that 
horrid  affair  are  now  in  our  army  or  resident  citizens  of  the  county, 
and  are  the  friends  and  relations  of  the  murdered  men  and  the  62 
children  made  orphans  on  that  day.  Many  of  the  rebels  who  incited  or 
engaged  in  the  attack  have  remained  in  the  country,  or  have  since  re- 
turned and  taken  the  oath.  Prompted  by  feelings  of  revenge  in  the 
soldiers,  and  by  the  counselings  of  the  citizens,  who  do  not  fail  to  use 
whisky  if  necessary  to  make  soldiers  more  reckless,  the  most  heartless 
■murders  have  been  committed. 

In  August,  the  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  was  moved  into  this 
district.  Some  members  of  this  had  been  in  the  Cole  Camp  affair,  and 
thus  committed  great  wrongs  uiion  the  people.  As  soon  as  it  was  re- 
I)orted  to  me,  I ordered  the  command  changed,  and  sent  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Switzler  to  Warsaw,  to  ascertain,' if  possible,  who  the  guilty 
parties  were.  He  speut  several  days  in  the  fruitless  effort,  and,  as  re- 
ward for  his  services,  he  had  valuable  x>i’operty  destroyed  by  fire  and 
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his  sister  grossly  insulted.  In  September,  G furloughed  soldiers,  from 
the  Eighth  ]\lissouri  State  Militia,  were  at  Cole  Camp,  and  murdered 
8 citizens.  Col.  J.  E.  Philips  and  Major  Ilouts  visited  the  place,  but 
were  unable  to  obtain  any  reliable  information  as  to  who  were  the 
guilty  parties.  Since  my  return  from  the  raid,  I have  had  secret  agents 
in  that  country  in  search  of  information,  but  with  little  better  success. 
The  people  will  not  give  information — one  party  unwilling  and  the 
other  afraid  to  do  so.  A board  of  commissioned  officers  has  been  ordered 
to  meet  at  Warsaw  on  the  9th  instant,  to  examme  'formally  the  com- 
plaints of  these  and  other  outrages  by  troops  and  citizens.  The  parties 
who  complain  to  the  major-general  commanding  may  be  able  to  furnish 
the  information  required,  and  I hope  they  will  do  so  to  the  board  of 
officers. 

I am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  BEOWN, 

Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Jefferson  City.,  November  4,  18G3. 

Col.  T.  L.  Crawford: 

Colonel  : On  the  19th  ultimo  a party  of  soldiers  and  citizens  were 
engaged  in  plundering  in  Miller  County,  at  Hickorj^  Hill,  and  other 
points  in  the  vicinity.  Among  the  citizens  robbed  and  whose  property 
was  outraged  was  William  Wilson.  John  McKenzie,  James  McKenzie, 
John  Henley,  John  Henley,  jr..  Bird  Bass,  William  Music,  and  a butcher 
(name  not  known)  were  said  to  be  with  them.  The  butcher  returned, 
leaving  the  scout,  reporting  that  these  (the  scout)  were  not  after  bush- 
whackers, but  were  after  stealings.’^  The  witnesses,  so  far  as  I can 
learn,  are  William  Bond  (old  man),  Miss  Harriet  Jenkins,  Mrs.  and 
Miss  Crisp.  The  last  two  recognized  two  men,  CJiick  Wilson  and  John 
Pleasant  McCubbin,  in  the  party.  These  live  near  Tuscumbia.  The 
scout  is  said  to  have  been  from  Linn  Creek.  These  will  be  proper  sub- 
jects of  inquiry  for  the  board  of  officers,  as  there  are  reports  that  the 
soldiers  in  the  party  were  from  the  Eirst  Nebraska  Infantry  Yolunteers. 

I am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  BEOW^N, 

Brigadier- General. 


Eort  Smith,  Ark.,  November  4,  18G3. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Colonel  Cloud  has  just  come  in  from  pursuit  of  Cooper,  and  reports  that 
he  marched  to  attack  the  rebel  army  (4,000)  under  Steele  and  Cooper. 
Eeached  their  camp  and  found  it  deserted,  they  having  retreated  the 
evening  previous.  He  pursued,  and  captured  a lieutenant  and  7 men 
of  Bankhead’s  command ; also  a small  train  and  drove  of  caltle ; also 
dispersed  a guerrilla  band  off  from  the  road.  Eound  the  rebel  army 
gone  toward  Doaksviilc,  giving  out  the  report  that  they  were  going 
to  Eed  Eiver,  making  the  last  rebel  array  to  leave  this  valley.  This 
will  enable  us  to  garrison  Dardanelle  witli  the  reeruits  of  the  Second 
Arkansas  Infantry,  and  to  move  a regiment  to  W^aldron. 

JOHN  McNEIL, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 
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Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 


Saint  Louis,  Mo., 

November  5,  18G3 — 2 p.  m. 


Will  you  please  inform  me  whether  the  War  Department  will  issue 
any  orders  or  regulations  relative  to  the  recruiting  of  colored  troops  in 
the  border  States  ? If  not,  I propose  to  establish  such  regulations  for 
Missouri.* 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Mem]phis,  Tenn.,  November  5, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Fred.  Steele, 

Commanding  Arkansas  Expedition.,  Little  Boch,  Arh.  : 

General  : I am  reduced  to  6,000  infantry  on  the  line  of  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Kaiiroad.  Two  attacks  have  been  made  on  the  road;  one 
has  been  handsomely  repulsed ; the  other,  at  3 this  morning,  burned  a 
trestle,  and  how  much  more  I do  not  know,  at  Saulsbury.  If  any  por- 
tion of  your  infantry  is  coming,  it  is  wanted  now.  I suppose  you  have 
received  the  orders  to  forward  here  all  your  disposable  force.  Since  our 
troops  have  left,  under  Sherman,  Mississippi  is  filling  again  with  rebels. 

I have  sent  with  Sherman  across  the  Tennessee  10,000  of  my  best 
men.  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  to  you  that,  as  things  are,  there 
is  serious  danger  to  our  depot  of  supplies  here  at  Memphis. 

Grant  has  ordered  to  Chattanooga  Tuttle’s  division,  from  Vicksburg, 
and  McPherson  thinks  himself  too  weak  to  threaten  Canton  and  Jack- 
son.  This  leaves  their  infantry  (Loring’s  division  and  State  levies)  in 
condition  to  be  moved,  and  the  iiroper  iilace  for  them  to  attack  is  un- 
doubtedly Memphis.  * 

Everything  is  tending  to  Chattanooga,  where  there  will  be  no  battle. 
As  soon  as  our  forces  are  concentrated  there,  they  will  hold  them  in  the 
gap  with  a small  comparative  force  and  swing  off  to  the  right  and  left. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Eo.  130.  ' i Saint  Louis,  November  5,  1863. 

I.  Col.  William  Myers,  aide-de-camp  and  acting  quartermaster,  U.  S. 
Army,  is  hereby  announced  as  chief  quartermaster  of  this  department. 
During  the  absence  of  Brigadier-General  Allen,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  and 
quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  from  this  department.  Colonel  Myers  will 
have  chief  charge  of  the  quartermaster’s  business  in  Saint  Louis. 

* # , * * * * * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

OLIVEPv  D.  GEEENE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fnillier  correspondence,  orders,  &.C.,  on  this  subject  will  appear  in  Series  III. 
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General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Army  of  Arkansas, 

Iso.  40.  I Little  Boclc,  Ark.^  November  0,  1863. 

The  artillery  of  this  conamand  is  hereby  assigned  as  follows  : 

First  Division. — Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Battery,  Lieut.  E.  B.  Hubbard 
commanding ; Batteries  K and  M,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery, 
Lieut.  0.  W.  Howard  commanding. 

Second  Division. — Battery  A,  Third  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Lieut.  E. 
B.  Stillings  commanding;  Eleventh  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  E.  0.  Sands 
commanding,  and  Fifth  Ohio  Battery,  Lieut.  J.  D.  Burner  commanding. 

Third  Division. — Third  Iowa  Battery,  Lieut.  M.  C.  ^Vright  command- 
ing, and  Battery  K,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  S.  O.  Fish 
commanding. 

And  will  make  all  reports  to  division  headquarters. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Steele  : 

[GEOEGE  O.  SOKALSKI,] 

First  Lieut.  Second  Cav.^  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Springfield,  Mo.,  November  7, 1863.  ‘ 

General  Davies: 

My  information  is  that  there  is  quite  a rebel  force  at  Salem,  Fulton 
County,  Arkansas,  and  increasing  daily.  I have  a good  force  in  the 
southeast  portion  of  my  district.  Would  it  not  do  well  for  you  to  send  a 
force,  if  you  can  spare  it,  into  the  southwestern  portion  of  your  district, 
and  together  drive  out  this  force*?  My  force  is  daily  advancing,  and 
they  may  leave,  anyway. 

JOKN  B.  SANBOEl^, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield^  Mo.,  November  7,  1863. 

Colonel  Harrison, 

Commanding  Fayetteville,  ArJc. : 

You  will  send  about  one-half  of  your  command,  under  a competent 
and  energetic  officer,  to  Huntsville,  with  the  view  of  permanently  occupy- 
ing that  place,  with  instructions  to  the  officers  sent  in  command  to  use  all 
reasonable  efforts  to  clear  that  section  of  country  from  armed  rebels, 
and  protect,  to  the  fullest  extent,  peaceable  citizens.  The  command  will 
supply  itself  with  forage  from  that  section  of  the  country,  and  such 
other  supplies  as  the  country  affords.  I think  three  pieces  of  artilleiy 
will  be  sufficient  to  send. 

If,  in  your  opinion,  there  are  objections  to  this  movement  at  present, 
you  will  so  inform  me  before  executing  the  order,  stating  what  the 
objections  are,  and  wait  for  an  answer  from  me. 

JOHIT  B.  SANBOEY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


• Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  November  9,  1863. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  President  : 

Mr.  President  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
confidential  letter,  dated  October  28,  and  containing  the  names  of  men 


G98  MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 

enlisted  in  the  militia  of  Northwestern  Missouri  who  are  said  to  have 
been  disloyal. 

On  my  visit  to  Kansas  and  Northwestern  Alissouri,  during  the  trou- 
bles there  in  September  last,  I examined  personally  into  the  difficulties 
in  Platte,  Buchanan,  and  other  western  counties,  and  learned  fully  their 
nature  and  origin.  I at  once  ordered  the  reorganization  of  the  militia, 
which  created  so  much  commotion  for  a time,  but  which  has  restored 
that  portion  of  the  State  to  a condition  of  profound  peace. 

I have  watched  the  xirogress  of  affairs  there  closely,  and  have  kept 
myself  fully  advised  of  all  the  facts.  It  is  true  that  about  twice  as 
many  former  rebels  as  were  named  by  your  informants  are  in  the  mili- 
tia organization,  amounting  to  from  5 to  10  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  It 
is  also  true  that  a very  much  larger  number  of  returned  Missouri  rebels 
have  enlisted  in  the  Kansas  volunteers,  and,  so  far  as  I know,  are  faith- 
ful, good  soldiers. 

The  rule  I established  for  the  militia  organization  in  Northwestern 
Missouri  was  that  the  officers  should  be  of  undoubted  loyalty — original 
Union  men — and  that  both  officers  and  xnivates,  as  far  as  possible, 
should  be  men  of  wealth  and  respectability,  wliose  all  depended  upon 
the  preservation  of  peace. 

The  former  sufferings  of  these  men,  from  the  lawlessness  which  has 
so  long  existed  on  the  border,  made  them  willing  to  do  military  duty  to 
save  from  destruction  or  loss  property  they  had  left.  I have  yet  to 
hear  the  first  report  of  a murder,  robbery,  or  arson  in  that  whole  region 
since  this  new  organization  was  made.  The  late  election  was  conducted 
in  perfect  peace  and  good  order.  There  is  not  the  slightest  pretense 
from  any  source  of  any  interference  or  other  misconduct  on  the  part  of 
any  of  the  troops.  I have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  be  very  particular 
about  the  antecedents  of  troops  that  are  xiroducing  such  good  results. 
If  I can  make  a rexDentant  rebel  of  more  service  to  the  Government  than 
a man  who  never  had  any  political  sins  to  repent  of,  I see  no  reason  for 
not  doing  so.  Indeed,  I take  no  little  satisfaction  in  making  these  men 
guard  the  property  of  their  more  loyal  neighbors,  and  in  holding  their 
own  property  responsible  for  their  fidelity. 

I have  the  satisfaction  of  reporting  to  you  that  the  late  election  in  all 
parts  of  the  State  passed  oft  in  perfect  quiet  and  good  order.  I have 
heard  of  no  disturbance  of  any  kind  anywhere.  The  aggregate  vote,  I 
think,  shows  that  the  purity  of  the  ballot-box  was  preserved  in  a re- 
markable degree.  If  the  loyal  people  all  voted,  few  or  no  rebels  did. 

The  prospects  of  future  x^eace  in  the  State  are  highly  encouraging. 

Verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis.,  November  9,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief.,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

General  : I inclose  a coxiy  of  a letter  from  General  Steele,  giving  his 
views  relative  to  the  distribution  of  his  troops  for  the  defense  of  the  line 
of  the  Arkansas.  The  number  of  points  to  be  occupied  seems  large,  yet 
I think  not  too  large.  I believe  there  is  very  little  danger  of  attack  by 
the  enemy  in  force,  and,  if  the  enemy  advance  in  force,  Steele  can  con- 
centrate in  time  to  meet  them.  It  will  be  necessary  to  occupy  the  Ar- 
kansas Valley  between  Little  Kock  and  Fort  Smith  in  pretty  strong 
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force,  for  the  reasou  that  supplies  must  be  drawn  from  Little  Kock  for 
the  troops  in  Western  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  country.  This  will, 
however,  lead  to  economy  of  force  rather  than  the  reverse,  since  it  will 
secure  Missouri  and  ]Srorthern  Arkansas  against  raids,  and  thus  diminish 
the  force  necessary  to  be  kept  north  of  the  river. 

Missouri  is  now  entirely  free  from  guerrillas,  and  I am  gradually  di- 
minishing the  force  in  the  State  by  moving  troops  into  Arkansas.  The 
only  guerrillas  in  Arkansas  north  of  the  river  are  400  or  500  about  Yell- 
ville  and  a few^  east  of  Batesville.  I can  dispose  of  these  in  a short  time, 
and  organize  home  guards  in  Northern  Arkansas  sufficient  to  prevent 
the  formation  of  guerrilla  bands  by  the  deserters  from  Price’s  army.  I 
hope  to  get  along  in  Missouri  and  Kansas  with  not  more  than  half  the 
force  I have  had  in  these  States  during  the  summer. 

I have  not  yet  learned  what  force  General  Steele  has  sent  to  Mem- 
phis. I asked  him  to  send  all  he  could  spare,  even  temporarily,  and  I 
would  gradually  re-enibrce  him  from  Missouri.  So  long  as  General 
Banks  is  operating  toward  Texas,  Steele 'will  have  but  little  to  do.  If, 
however.  Banks’  forces  be  withdrawn,  the  enemy  may  turn  upon  Steele. 
My  last  reports  from  Fort  Smith,  November  4,  indicate  the  last  of  the 
rebel  forces  going  beyond  Bed  Biver. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosiire.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Eock,  Arlc.,  October  19,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

General  : Your  communications  and  the  extract  from  General  Hal- 
leck’s  letter  were  received  about  a week  ago.  Since  that  time  there  has 
been  no  mail  either  way  until  to-night.  General  Davidson  w ill  start  for 
Saint  Louis  to-morrow  morning.  He  will  be  able  to  give  you  any  in- 
formation* you  may  require  in  regard  to  matters  here.  We  have  had 
many  conflicting  reports  in  regard  to  the  position  and  movements  of  the 
enemy  during  the  last  ten  days.  Price  is  probably  at  Little  Missouri 
[River],  20  miles  this  side  of  Washington.  It  is  said  that  he  is  moving 
his  stores  to  Bed  Biver,  below  Jonesport.  Marmaduke’s  headquarters 
were  at  Arkadelphia  a few  days  since.  His  cavalry  is  operating  in  our 
front,  and  hanging  Union  men  in  obscure  places.  Our  scouting  parties 
have  been  very  successful  in  capturing  prisoners  and  transportation 
from  them.  Our  cavalry  has  made  incursions  into  Independence,  Con- 
way, and  Yan  Buren  Counties,  and  broken  up  bauds  of  guerrillas  and 
recruiting  parties,  destroying  arms  and  taking  prisoners.  A majority 
of  the  prisoners  whom  we  captured  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  United  States,  and  some  have  enlisted  in  our  service,  all  of  their 
own  accord. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  following-named  posts  should  be  occupied 
as  a line  of  defense  of  the  Arkansas : Napoleon,  Pine  Bliifl*,  Little  Bock, 
Lewisburg,  Dardanelle,  and  Fort  Smith ; Benton  in  advance,  Browns- 
ville for  the  protection  of  the  railroad,  with  an  outpost  at  Austin,  Jack- 
sonport,  and  Devall’s  Bluff.  Napoleon  and  Jacksouport  are  the  only 
places  named  which  are  not  occupied  by  our  troops  now.  I have  no 
doubt  but  that  with  our  present  force  we  could  drive  the  rebels  beyond 
Bed  Biver,  but  the  question  is,  are  we  nowr  prepared  to  hold  the  line  of 
Bed  Biver?  I cannot  see  that  we  are.  There  may  be  some  military 
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operations  going  on  which  1 know  not  of,  and  there  may  be  some  base 
of  supplies  besides  White  or  Arkansas  Kivers  which  an  army  on  Eed 
Kiver  could  depend  upon.  If  we  should  disperse  the  rebels  on  Eed 
Eiver  they  would  soon  make  their  appearance  behind  us,  as  they  are 
trying  to  do  already. 

The  Arkansas  troops  all  wish  to  be  cavalry,  but  I presume  we  shall 
be  able  to  raise  a regiment  or  two  of  infantry. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED’K  STEELE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters, 

Little  JRoeJc,  ArJc.,.  November  9,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : Sherman  writes  me,  at  the  suggestion  of  General  Grant, 
to  send  him  KimbalFs  division,  of  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps.  This 
would  take  all  my  infantry,  except  Salomon’s  division.  Kimball  reports 
a total  of  4,478  for  duty.  Salomon’s  total  for  duty  is  3,364.  My  best 
artillery  belongs  to  Kimball’s  division.  I have  declined  acceding  to 
Sherman’s  request,  for  reasons  the  same  as  those  given  for  not  sending 
True’s  brigade,  on  Hurlbut’s  application. 

Holmes  contemplated  an  attack  on  this  place,  but  was  restrained  by 
Kirby  Smith.  If  Marmaduke  had  succeeded  in  taking  Pine  Bluff,  they 
would  no  doubt  have  attacked  us  here  before  this  time.  Price  moved 
to  Camden,  to  be  in  supporting  distance  of  Marmaduke.  Their  com- 
bined force  is  reported  to  be  now  at  Ten  Springs,  near  Camden,  on  the 
road  to  Washington.  The  latter  place  is  evacuated,  as  well  as  Arka- 
delphia.  I have  sent  a section  of  3-inch  guns  and  a regiment  of  infantry 
to  re-enforce  Pine  Bluff,  and  directed  Colonel  Clayton  to  strengthen  his 
defenses.  This  is  an  important  post,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  only  one 
necessary  between  here  and  Napoleon.  With  infantry  to^  hold  the 
place,  and  cavalry  to  scout  25  miles  out,  the  rich  valley  of  the  Arkansas 
can  be  kept  free  from  rebels.  They  cannot  go  in  toward  Napoleon 
without  getting  into  a pocket.  Large  amounts  of  corn,  cotton,  &c., 
are  reported  to  be  there  now.  I have  sent  an  infantry  regiment  to  the 
outpost  at  Benton,  and  an  engineer  officer  to  construct  some  defenses 
there.  I thought  these  precautions  necessary  to  guard  against  raids 
from  the  rebel  army  at  Camden. 

Shelby  crossed  the  Arkansas  at  Eoseville  on  the  28th  ultimo,  and, 
when  last  heard  from,  was  at  Waldron.  I have  ordered  out  about  600 
cavalry,  under  Lieutenant- Colonel  Caldwell,  Third  Iowa,  for  the  double 
purpose  of  heading  him  off  and  bringing  out  some  500  Union  men,  who 
wish  to  enlist  in  our  service. 

I sent  two  full  companies  of  Arkansas  troops  to  Hardanelle  several 
days  ago.  It  is  a recruiting  station,  and  most  of  the  inhabitants  are 
loyal.  The  Piftieth  Indiana  Infantry  are  building  winter  quarters  at 
Lewisburg.  This  is  also  an  important  recruiting  station.  General 
Hurlbut  authorized  me  to  muster  in  cavalry  as  well  as  infantry.  When 
your  order  requiring  infantry  only  was  received,  several  companies  that 
were  ready  to  be  mustered  in  as  cavalry  disbanded,  and  many  of  them 
have  enlisted  in  the  old  cavalry  regiments.  As  these  mounted  men 
can  be  made  very  useful,  I have  received  some  of  them  as  cavalry,  con- 
ditionally, provided  the  War  Department  will  receive  them  as  cavalry  j 
otherwise  they  are  to  be  infantry. 
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I designated  the  Third  Missouri  Cavalry  to  take  station  at  Jackson- 
port,  and  have  been  waiting  for  them  to  be  paid.  Baxter  and  Padgett, 
two  fugitives  from  Independence  County,  are  going  with  them,  and  each 
expects  to  raise  a regiment  for  the  United  States  service. 

Pishback  appears  to  be  getting  along  very  well  with  his  regiment.  I 
have  heard  of  Brigadier-General  McEae  and  [Colonel]  Shaver  at  Jack- 
sou  port  and  on  Crowley’s  Eidge.  Their  force  has  been  estimated  as  high 
as  800.  I do  not  believe  they  have  half  that  number.  One  of  our  spies 
(Holland)  reports  six  companies  between  Clarendon  and  Helena,  mostly 
guerrillas.  1 have  ordered  out  our  cavalry  at  DevalFs  Bluff  in  pursuit 
of  them,  with  orders  to  inform  the  inhabitants  that  their  country  will 
be  devastated  if  they  allow  these  guerrillas  to  operate  in  it.  Captain  [ J. 
B.]  Wheeler,  engineer,  has  laid  out  and  commenced  a square  redoubt, 
which  will  command  the  city  and  the  principal  approaches.  This,  with 
batteries  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  would  render  it  untenable  by 
an  enemy.  To  defend  the  city  by  a chain  of  fortifications  would  re- 
quire extensive  works  and  a large  force.  As  soon  as  the  water  rises, 
the  line  of  the  Arkansas  can  be  defended  by  a smaller  force  than  that 
which  I am  now  employing.  Salirle  Eiver  will  be  a barrier  to  the  rebels 
on  the  south,  and  the  “ tin-clads”  can  keep  the  Lower  Arkansas  clear. 

Am  I in  two  departments^ 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED’K  STEELE, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo., 
I^ovember  10, 1863 — 1 p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief: 

Letter  from  General  Steele,  dated  October  28,  says  the  enemy  was 
then  pressing  him  at  all  points,  and  he  could  send  no  troops  to  Memphis. 
Another,  dated  October  31,  says  Marmaduke  had  been  repulsed,  and 
Steele’s  troops  were  pursuing.  They  had  taken  Arkadelphia.  On  the 
7th  instant  I again  urged  General  Steele  to  hurry  forward  troops  to 
General  Hurlbut,  if  possible. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELH, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  10,  1863. 
The  President,  Washington.,  £>.  C.  : 

The  Legislature  meets  at  Jefferson  City  to-day.  The  recent  election 
was  not  for  members  of  the  Legislature,  except,  perhaps,  to,  fill  a few 
vacancies.  I have  no  authority  to  grant  leaves  of  absence  to  officers, 
except  in  case  of  sickness.  The  orders  of  the  War  Department  ex- 
pressly forbid  it.  I have  informed  members  of  the  Legislature,  who  are 
in  the  military  service,  that  I will  accept  their  resignations  to  enable 
them  to  attend  the  session  of  the  Legislature.  There  are  but  few  of 
them,  and  they  are  about  equally  divided  between  radicals  and  con- 
servatives. If  authorized  to  do  so,  I would  grant  them  leaves  of  ab- 
sence long  enough  to  elect  Senators ; but  I would  not  think  it  proper  for 
them  to  be  absent  all  winter,  and  still  retain  their  commissions  in  the 
army. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  November  10,  1863. 

Colonel  Catherwood,  commanding  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry, will  move  three  companies  of  his  command,  to  consist  of  not  less 
than  100  men,  under  competent  officers,  on  a scout  through  Ozark  or 
Taney  Counties  into  Arkansas,  and  through  Marion  or  Carroll  Coun- 
ties, as  tar  as  Yellville,  if  practicable,  and  as  much  farther  south,  not 
beyond  the  Boston  Mountains,  as  the  commanding  officer  shall  deem  it 
advantageous  to  go. 

The  object  of  this  movement  is  to  afford  a feeling  of  greater  security 
to  the  Union  citizens ; to  arrest  or  drive  off’  any  bands  of  guerrillas  in 
that  section  of  the  country ; to  ascertain  the  enemy’s  strength  and  in- 
tentions, as  far  as  possible;  to  destroy  any  supplies  he  may  have  in  that 
region,  capture  his  horses  and  transportation,  and  to  drive  all  rebels 
south  of  the  Boston  Mountains,  if  possible.  General  Holland  will  be 
in  the  vicinity  with  quite  a force.  Ten  days’  rations  will  be  taken.  NTo 
transportation  will  bo  taken  below  Forsyth. 

If,  while  advancing,  the  commanding  officer  ascertains  that  any  con- 
siderable force  of  the  enemy  are  passing  to  his  rear,  he  will  immediately 
follow  them,  or  move  so  as  to  strike  their  flanks  or  front. 

It  is  desirable  that  this  force  should  make  the  scout  in  ten  or  twelve 
days.  The  force  now  at  Ozark  may  go  as  far  as  Forsyth,  and  escort 
back  the  teams  taken  there  with  rations.  A small  force  should  be  left 
at  Forsyth  and  Ozark,  through  which  to  communicate  to  headquarters, 
if  necessary.  Fifty  rounds  of  ammunition  will  be  taken. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SANBOEN, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  November  10,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  : Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  was  received  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  6th.  I have  been  nearly  unfit  for  business  from  an  attack  of 
chills  and  fever,  or  I would  have  at  once  acknowledged  its  receipt,  and 
indicated  my  opinion  on  the  question  you  propose.  I have  felt  great 
solicitude  on  the  subject,  and,  immediately  on  my  return  from  the  pur- 
suit of  Shelby,  addressed  letters  to  the  commanders  of  stations  in  the 
border  counties,  to  elicit  their  information  and  opinion  on  the  question. 

I find  among  refugees  of  doubtful  loyalty  a desire  to  go  back  to  their 
farms,  however  remote  from  the  stations;  while  among  those  of  pro- 
nounced loyalty  there  is  a determination  to  stay  at  or  near  the  stations. 
At  Hickman  Mills,  Harrisonville,  and  Pleasant  Hill  from  one-sixth  to 
one-eighth  of  the  men  want  to  go  to  their  homes,  and  nearly  all  the 
women ; while  at  Independence,  where  the  refugees  are  nearly  all  of 
very  doubtful  loyalty,  almost  all  wish  to  return.  The  refugees  at  West- 
])ort  are  chiefly  from  west  of  the  Big  Blue,  and  those  I have  let  go  back 
some  days  ago. 

I would  suggest  the  following  conditions : 

First.  None  to  return  to  homes  in  the  timber  except  where  near  to 
stations. 
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Second.  None  to  return  except  on  permits  signed  l)y  i)OSt  commander 
nearest  place  of  residence,  specifying  names  and  ages  of  household,  ex- 
act place  of  residence,  conditioned  on  specified  loyal  acts  to  be  done  and 
disloyal  acts  refrained  from,  and  breach  of  condition  by  any  member  of 
family,  the  whole  of  them  to  be  ousted  and  the  property  destroyed,  on 
finding  had  after  a hearing  before  a i)ost  commission ; the  permits  to 
have  annexed  a safeguard  for  i^erson  and  property,  which  I can  compel 
my  soldiers  to  respect  without  difficulty. 

Third.  In  the  district  watered  by  the  Snibar  and  Fire  Prairie  Creek, 
in  Jackson  County,  there  were  no  loyal,  semi-loyal,  or  neutral  inhabi- 
tants. There  has  been  the  great  lair  of  the  bushwhackers.  I would 
let  no  person  return  there.  In  fact,  no  refugees  from  there  attempted 
to  prove  loyalty,  I think. 

Fourth.  With  perfect  resi)ect,  I would  suggest  that  it  would  be  unsafe 
to  allow  proof  of  loyalty  to  be  made  in  Saint  Louis,  or  out  of  the  dis- 
trict. I have  had  the  loyalty  of  men  caught  in  the  most  flagrant  acts 
of  guerrilla  disloyalty  proved  by  the  solemn  attestations  of  perfectly 
loyal  men  in  La  Fayette  County.  To  that  county  many  of  the  worst 
families  fled  from  Jackson  and  Cass,  and  I venture  the  assertion  that 
not  one  family  would  fail  in  substantiating  their  loyalty  in  like  manner. 
Loyalty  in  La  Fayette  County  is  not  loyalty  on  the  border.  Outside  of 
Freedom  Townshii:>  and  Lexington,  I think  there  are  no  loyal  men  in 
that  county.  I get  my  opinion  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lazear  and 
other  conservative  officers.  I specially  urge  this  i)oint,  because  there 
will  be  great  pressure  made  in  behalf  of  those  who  shunned  the  stations 
where  their  disloyalty  was  known  and  i^assed  into  the  second  tier  of 
counties,  and  because  I believe  unless,  at  least,  past  neutrality  is  re- 
quired, all  the  evil  population  driven  out,  except  such  as  went  south, 
will  be  back,  and  with  them  the  guerrillas. 

Fifth.  I have  no  confidence  in  our  side  being  helped  as  much  by  those 
returning  refugees  as  the  bushwhackers  will  be.  But  if  leave  be  only 
given  to  loyal,  neutral,  or  semi-loyal  families,  as  those  persons  are  un- 
derstood among  the  loyal  people  in  the  border  counties,  and  if  those 
who  come  in  without  leave  are  rigidly  expelled,  it  may  not  be  inex- 
pedient to  make  the  experiment.  If  the  guerrillas  renew  the  struggle 
for  their  old  haunts  next  year,  this  renewed  population  will  be  rapidly 
driven  out.  If  they  do  not  renew  it  in  force,  it  will  form  the  nucleus  of 
an  early  and  peaceful  resettlement. 

Sixth.  One  prime  condition  of  the  success  of  this  effort  will  be  that 
the  population  in  the  western  part  of  La  Fayette  County  will  be  forced 
in  some  way  from  active  support  and  encouragement  of  the  guerrilla 
bauds,  some  of  which  will  probably  unite  there.  I believe  my  order 
should  have  been  applied  to  that  district.  Perhaps  some  threats  of  a 
similar  order  may  awaken  them,  as  the  order  itself  awakens  the  people 
of  Clay  and  Platte,  to  active  efforts  against  the  bushwhackers,  though 
I believe  that  population  incurable. 

I think  it  best  I should  issue  the  order.  Shall  I send  it  to  you 
before  issue*?  I would  be  glad  to  have  any  instructions  or  advice  on 
the  subject,  and  beg  you  to  excuse  the  very  discursive  and  hurried 
manner  in  which  I have  responded  to  your  inquiry. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier- Genera  1.  ■ 
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Bloomfield,  Mo.,  November  10,  1863. 

Col.  J.  B.  Booers, 

Commanding  Fost,  Gape  Girardeau : 

I arrived  at  this  post  with  my  command,  having  found  no  enemy  in 
Dunklin  County.  The  county  is  full  of  horse-thieves.  We  shot  one 
and  captured  horses  belonging  to  others.  I will  move  to  Charleston 
to-day.  The  Bolands  must  be  in  that  part  of  the  county.  I would 
have  crossed  the  Plank  road,  but  it  was  impassable. 

H.  C.  GENTEY, 

Captain^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  MissouRt, 

Springfield.,  Mo..,  November  11,  1863. 

Major  King, 

Commanding  Arlmnsas  Expedition: 

Major  : Since  you  left,  I received  a dispatch  from  Colonel  Harrison 
to  the  effect  that  he  met  Brooks^  force,  on  the  9th  instant,  11  miles  east 
of  Huntsville,  and  had  a skirmish  with  them,  and  that  Brooks  was  fall- 
ing back.  I think,  therefore,  that  the  rebel  force  is  farther  west  than  I 
supposed  it  was  when  you  left  here,  and  you  should  not  go  so  far  east 
as  was  at  first  designed,  but  cross  the  river  at  oi;near  Forsyth,  and  then 
bear  toward  Carrollton,  unless  you  get  information  that  induces  you  to 
take  some  other  course. 

You  should  communicate  to  General  Holland,  if  possible,  the  course 
and  route  you  have  taken.  You  can  send  the  same  orderlies  or  escort 
that  carry  this  through  to  find  him  if  you  see  fit.  They  will  not  follow 
him,  however,  below  the  State  line. 

Use  all  diligence  to  prevent  any  considerable  force  of  the  enemy  from 
passing  to  your  rear. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JOHN  B.  SANBOEN, 
Britjadier- General,  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  November  12, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck: 

■ The  telegraph  line  is  completed  to  Fort  Smith.  All  matters  are  pro- 
gressing favorably  in  that  district.  General  McNeil  reports  favorable 
progress  of  negotiations  with  hostile  Indians,  and  suggests  that  full 
powers  be  given  to  settle  the  terms  of  their  submission.  I have  in- 
structed General  McNeil  to  offer  no  terms  for  the  present  but  uncondi- 
tional surrender.  I write  you  on  the  subject  to-day. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  November  12,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

General  : As  I informed  you  by  telegraph  this  morning,  the  hostile 
Indians  in  Southwestern  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  country  are  mani- 
festing a strong  disposition  to  treat  with  the  Government,  and  General 
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]\Icl!7eil  suggests  that  full  power  should  be  given  to  some  person  to  set- 
tle with  them  the  terms  of  peace.  There  are  some  important  facts  con- 
nected with  this  matter  which  should  not  be  lost  sight  of.  The  wealthy 
Indian  land -holders  nearly  all  joined  the  rebels,  and  are  now  among 
those  suing  for  peace.  The  feeling  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  loyal 
Indians  toward  these  rebels  is  very  intense.  I believe  the  feud  between 
them  is  of  longer  standing  than  the  present  rebellion.  It  will,  I believe, 
be  practically  impossible  for  the  disloyal  Indians  to  return  and  occupy 
their  lands.  They  would  all  be  murdered  by  the  loyal  or  poor  In- 
dians. It  is  an  important  question  whether  the  lands  owned  by  the 
disloyal  Indians  should  not  all  be  declared  forfeited  to  the  Govern- 
ment; also,  if  forfeited,  whether  they  should  be  given  to  the  loyal 
Indians  or  be  held  by  the  Government,  with  a view  to  the  ultimate 
extinction  of  the  Indian  title  to  a portion  of  territory  wliich  must,  be- 
fore many  years,  be  required  for  the  use  of  white  men. 

I presume  the  question  of  forfeiture  is  the  only  one  which  need  be 
decided  soon.  My  present  information  leads  me  to  believe  that  the 
lands  owned  by  hostile  Indians  should  be  declared  forfeited,  and  that 
they  should  not  be  permitted  to  return  among  the  loyal.  Their  future 
peace  seems  to  require  that  they  be  kept  separate.  This  will,  of  course, 
embarrass  very  much  any  negotiations  for  peace,  yet  I see  no  way  of 
securing  peace  amoug  the  Indians  on  any  other  terms. 

My  personal  knowledge  of  these  matters  is  too  limited  to  justify  the 
expression  of  a very  decided  oiiinion  as  to  what  policy  should  be  adopted. 
I desire  simply  to  call  your  attention  to  what  seems  to  be  the  important 
questions  to  be  decided,  and  to  ask  for  instructions.  I believe  there  is 
no  civil  officer  of  the  Government  now  in  that  Territory  emiiowered  to 
treat  with  the  Indians. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield^  Mo.,  November  12,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : I have  now  been  here  a little  more  than  two  weeks,  and 
have  endeavored  to  make  myself  familiar  with  the  military  necessities 
of  the  district.  The  chief  end  to  be  accomplished  by  the  Government 
iu  this  district  now  seems  to  be  to  restore  confidence  on  the  part  of  the 
loyal  citizens  in  its  power,  ability,  and  determination  to  protect  them 
in  their  persons  and  property  from  the  raids  of  portions  of  the  rebel 
armies  and  the  lawless  bands  who  infest  almost  every  neighborhood. 
To  secure  this  end  fully,  the  following  forces  will  be  required,  probably 
for  a year  to  come,  to  be  stationed  and  used  at  or  near  the  folio  wing- 
points,  viz:  Fayetteville,  four  companies  of  cavalry  and  one  section  of 
artillery ; Huntsville,  three  companies  of  cavalry  and  one  section  of 
artillery;  Carrollton,  three  companies  of  cavalry;  Jasper,  three  com- 
panies of  cavalry  ; Yellville,  four  companies  of  cavalry  ; lUiffiilo  Land- 
ing, four  companies  of  cavalry  and  one  section  of  artillery ; Lebanon, 
four  companies  of  cavalry  ; Gainesville,  one  company  of  cavalry  ; For- 
syth, one  company  of  cavalry ; Saline,  one  company  "of  cavalry  ; Cass- 
ville,  four  companies  of  cavalry  ; rineville,  three  companies  of  cavalry ; 
Keosho,  one  company  of  cavalry;  Mount  Vernon,  one  company  of  cav- 
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airy  ; Carthage,  two  companies  of  cavalry  ; Greenfield,  one  coiniianj'  of 
cavalry ; Lamar,  two  companies  of  cavalry ; Stockton,  two  companies 
of  cavalry;  Bolivar,  one  company  of  cavalry  ; Buffalo,  one  company  of 
cavalry;  Lebanon,  four  companies  of  cavalry ; Gasconade,  one  company 
of  cavalry;  Worden’s  Station,  one  company  of  cavalry;  Huntsville,  two 
companies  of  cavalry;  Marshfield,  one  company  of  cavalry;  Vera  Cruz, 
one  company  of  cavalry ; Ozark,  one  company  of  cavalry,  and  Spring- 
field,  sixteen  companies  of  cavalry,  for  operating  in  the  field  and  garri- 
soning two  or  three  minor  posts  on  the  telegraph  line. 

The  above  force,  properly  organized  and  mounted,  should  and  would 
maintain  the  authority  of  the  Government  fully  in  this  district,  and, 
thus  disposed,  would  be  supplied  very  largely  from  the  country.  I am 
not  advised  whether  the  southern  line  could  now  be  supplied  with  such 
articles  as  the  country  would  not  afford  by  river  transportation  to  Buf- 
falo Lauding,  on  the  White  Eiver.  This  certainly  could  be  done  in 
high  water. 

This  disposition  of  troops  is  absolutely  necessary  to  induce  a feeling 
of  security  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause  them 
to  remain  at  home  and  engage  in  the  ordinary  peaceable  pursuits.  The 
< ffect  of  withdrawing,  even  temporarily,  the  small  garrisons  at  the  sev- 
eral county  seats  is  very  injurious  to  the  country  about.  Many  of  the 
old  settlers  and  Union  men  at  once  leave  the  section  of  country,  and  are 
slow  to  return. 

The  present  force  nominally  in  this  district  is  as  follows,  viz : First 
Arkansas  Cavalry,  twelve  companies  ; Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry, twelve  companies;  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia,  twelve  com- 
panies ; Second  Arkansas  Cavalry,  eight  companies ; Sixth  Provisional 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  ten  companies;  Seventh  Provisional  En- 
rolled Missouri  Militia,  twelve  companies;  Eleventh  Missouri  Volun- 
teers, four  companies;  First  Arkansas  Battery,  six  guns,  and  two  sec- 
tions of  artillery  in  charge  of  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia,  four  guns. 

Hence  it  appears  that  the  force  in  the  district  is  nominally  nearly 
sufficient,  and,  with  the  Second  Arkansas  fully  organized,  fully  suffi- 
cient to  fill  my  estimate  of  forces  required.  But  the  troops  are  for  some 
reason  in  a broken-up  and  bad  condition.  Nearly  one  whole  battalion 
of  the  Sixth  Alissouri  State  Militia  are  not  mounted,  and  will  have  to 
go  home  to  get  horses.  A small  portion  of  the  Second  Arkansas  is 
mounted  and  armed. 

The  State  troops  are  very  deficient  in  saddles,  bridles,  &c.  Colonel 
Harrison  has  made  a requisition  for  545  horses  to  supply  his  command, 
&c.  The  Eleventh  Missouri  Volunteers  report  for  duty  144  men  and  90 
horses  only.  Hence  it  will  be  seen  that  while  the  force  in  the  district  is 
nominally  sufficient  to  garrison  and  i)rotect  the  country  upon  my  esti- 
mate of  force,  it  is  in  fact  very  inadequate  for  that  purpose.  Still,  there 
is  the  material  to  make  the  force  out  of,  and  I think  by  energetic  effort 
that  this  whole  force  may  be  made  efficient  at  an  early  day.  It  seems 
to  me  now  that  we  must  have  nearly  1,000  more  horses  than  are  yet 
ordered  to  accomplish  this  end.  The  artillery  force  is  sufficient  when 
properly  drilled  and  equipped.  I am  making,  and  shall  continue  to  make, 
every  effort  to  hold  all  the  territory  of  the  district  from  rebels  by  scouts, 
&c.,  until  the  forces  are  in  shape  and  assigned  to  posts.  There  is  but 
little  disturbance  in  that  portion  of  the  district  lying  in  Missouri,  but 
quite  large  bodies  of  rebels  north  of  the  Boston  Mountains,  in  Arkansas, 
roam  about  the  country  little  disturbed.  I have  issued  most  stringent 
orders,  and  am  trying  to  enforce  them,  in  regard  to  drill  and  discipline 
and  the  better  care  of  the  animals  in  the  imblic  employ. 


Chap.  XXXIV.] 


CORRESPONDENCE.  ETC. — UNION. 


707 


I respectfully  submit  the  foregoing  facts  for  the  advice  and  consid- 
eration of  the  commander  of  the  department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SANBOEN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Bilot  Knob,  Mo.,  November  12,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  Missouri : 

A flag  of  truce  arrived  at  our  lines  this  day  with  dispatches  dated 
Batesville,  Ark.,  November  5,  and  signed  by  Col.  E.  G.  Shaver,  0.  S. 
Army,  commanding  District  of  Northeastern  Arkansas.  The  ostensi- 
ble object  of  the  flag  is  to  remonstrate  against  the  detention  of  one  Hal-  * 
liliurtou,  recefltly  captured  by  our  scout  at  Evening  Shade,  as  a guer- 
rilla, and  claiming  for  him  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a prisoner  of  war. 

The  Federal  force  which  was  at  Batesville  has  retired  to  Little  Eock, 
leaving  all  tbe  country  between  my  lines  and  DevalFs  Bluff  open  to  the 
enemy. 

Shaver  is  at  Batesville  with  about  700  rebel  cavalry.  General  McEae 
arrived  at  Jacksonport  on  the  5th  instant,  with  orders  from  Price  to 
take  command  of  Northern  Arkansas,  gather  up  the  deserters,  enforce 
the  conscription,  and  organize  as  best  he  could  against  the  Federals. 

I regard  it  as  very  necessary  for  the  prevention  of  rebel  organizations 
in  Arkansas,  the  protection  of  navigation  on  the  Mississippi,  and  the 
security  and  quiet  of  Southeast  Missouri,  that  a regiment  of  cavalry, 
under  the  command  of  a vigorous  and  discreet  officer,  should  be  stationed 
at  Batesville  or  Jacksonport  without  delay. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  November  13,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  Jr., 

Comdg.  District  of  the  Border,  Kansas  City,  Mo. : 

General  : I approve  the  conditions  you  name  relative  to  the  return 
of  the  people  to  their  homes  in  the  border  counties,  at  least  for  the 
present.  If  found  unnecessarily  strict,  they  can  be  modified  hereafter 
without  injury,  while,  if  made  too  liberal  at  the  beginning,  they  can- 
not be  changed  without  much  trouble.  Your  suggestion  that  proof  of 
loyalty  should  be  made  in  your  district  exclusively  is  perfectly  correct, 
and  is  approved.  It  will  be  difficult  to  cure  the  evil  in  La  Fayette 
County  by  any  means  short  of  that  adopted  for  the  border.  But  it  is 
too  late  for  that  now.  The  most  we  can  now  do  is  to  banish  known 
friends  of  the  guerrillas.  I regard  the  return  of  the  border  people  as 
only  an  experiment,  yet  one  I feel  bound  to  make.  They  may  have  to 
leave  their  homes  next  summer.  At  all  events,  they  will  be  able  to 
winter  there  in  comparative  comfort  and  security.  In  this  connection 
I deem  it  important  that  all  who  return  be  armed  and  taught  to  rely 
upon  themselves  as  far  as  possible.  I will  suggest  one  modification  in 
your  propositions,  viz,  that  the  punishment  for  violation  of  obligation 
by  any  member  of  a family  be  banishment  of  the  family,  rather  than 
destruction  of  property. 
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It  is  not  worth  the  while  to  send  your  order  to  me  before  publication. 
I regret  very  much  your  sickness ; it  is  not  surprising  since  your 
severe  compaigu. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Arkansas, 

Little  EoeJe,  Arlc.^  November  14,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General  : Your  letter  was  received  last  night.  I have  ordered  two 
regiments  of  True’s  brigade  to  proceed  to  Memphis  at  once  by  rail  and 
steam.  I have  been  ordered  from  headquarters  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri to  hold  the  line  of  the  Arkansas,  to  send  a regiment  of  cavalry ’to 
Jacksonport,  and  to  send  you  such  troops  as  I could  spare.  I am  not 
willing  to  spare  any  more  and  stay  here  myself  under  present  circum- 
stances. General  Davidson  informs  me  that  he  met  re-enforcements 
from  Vicksburg  going  to  Memphis,  after  your  letter  was  written  j and 
that  he  presumes  they  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  re- enforcements 
from  here.  I could  not  send  the  whole  of  True’s  brigade,  because  it  was 
scattered.  Ope  regiment  is  retained  as  guard  to  the  railroad  depot, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  one  is  at  Lewisburg.  I have  five 
infantry  i)osts  besides  this,  with  a regiment  or  more  at  each.  General, 
I regret  that  I cannot  do  as  well  by  you  as  you  have^  by  me  5 but  time 
sets  all  things  even.” 

Very  truly,  yours, 

FKED’K  STEELE, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Yo.  311.  j Saint  Louis.,  November  14,  1863. 

******* 

XIV.  The  commanders  of  the  Districts  of  Northern  and  Central  Mis- 
souri will  cause  the  provisional  regiments  on  duty  in  their  districts  to 
be  relieved  from  duty  as  soon  as  they  can  do  so  without  leaving  ex- 
posed points  or  districts  of  country  unprotected.  The  regiments  when 
relieved  will  be  concentrated  at  convenient  points,  and  will  turn  over  all 
public  property  in  their  possession  to  the  proper  staff  officers  designated 
by  the  district  commanders  to  receive  them,  after  which  they  will  be 
mustered  out  of  service. 

The  organization  of  these  regiments  will  be  preserved,  and  their  arms 
and  equipments  will  be  kept  in  store  at  convenient  central  points,  where 
the  regiments  may  most  readily  be  concentrated  whenever  their  services 
may  be  required. 

liy  command  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

OLIVER  D.  GREENE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) War  Department,  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 

No.  506.  i Washington,  November  14,  1863. 

******* 

V.  Brig.  Gen.  Stephen  Miller,  U.  S,  Volunteers,  is  hereby  assigned 
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to  the  command  of  Fort  Snelling,  Minn.,  and  will  report  to  Major-Gen- 
eral Pope,  commanding  the  Department  of  the  Northwest,  accordingly. 
#*##*** 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis^  Tenn.^  Wovember  15,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Fred.  Steele  : 

General  : I am  quietly  waiting  for  such  portion  of  infantry  as  you 
can  consistently  spare  from  your  command.  Meanwhile  I hold  Tuttle’s 
division  (about  3,300)  on  this  line  of  railroad.  I daily  expect  to  hear  that 
either  you  or  t have  been  translated  to  Missouri,  as  Colonel  Holt  has 
very  properly  decided  that  Schofield  has  not  rank  enough  to  command 
either  yourself  or  Blunt.  I take  the  liberty  of  recommending  that  you 
send  a pretty  strong  cavalry  force  into  Southern  Arkansas,  through  the 
heavy  planting  counties,  sweeping  down  to  some  of  our  x)osts  on  -the 
river.  These  counties  have  been  undisturbed,  and  are  the  headquarters 
of  rebeldom.  Forage,  supplies,  cotton,  mules,  and  negroes  can  be  ob- 
tained there,  and  the  secession  element  of  Arkansas  thoroughly  broken. 
I send  Carr  to  you,  by  the  order  of  General  Grant.  Assign  him  to  some 
proper  command.  I learn  that  Kimball  has  been  ordered  to  Indiana, 
but  have  not  the  order.  The  rebels  are  rather  impertinent  here,  and  I 
shall  probably  have  a brush. 

Your  obedient  servant  and  friend, 

S.  A.  HUKLBUT, 

Major-General. 


Washington,  November  16,  1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis : 

General:  I have  delayed  answering  yours  of  the  9th,  in  hopes  that 
I might  learn  something  more  definitely  about  General  Steele’s  move- 
ments. General  Hurlbut’s  dispatches  indicate  that  Steele  does  not  in- 
tend to  send  any  re-enforcements  to  Memphis,  but  to  keep  all  his  troops 
in  Arkansas.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  did  not  carry  out  his  instruc- 
tions at  the  time,  as  it  is  now  probably  too  late  for  him  to  give  Hurlbut 
much  assistance. 

I think  he  proposes  to  occupy  too  many  points  in  Arkansas.  To  gar- 
rison so  many  places  will  completely  paralyze  his  army,  and  render  it 
useless  for  future  operations.  The  main  force  of  the  enemy  has,  in  all 
probability,  gone  south,  to  form  a junction  with  the  rebel  army  in  Texas. 
Only  guerrilla  bands  will  be  left  in  Arkansas.  Steele’s  army  should  not 
be  parceled  out  merely  to  protect  the  country  from  these  robbers.  It 
is  wanted  to  operate  against  the  main  forces  of  the  enemy;  A very  few 
points  on  the  river  will  be  sufficient  to  hold  it  as  his  new  base  of  opera- 
tions, and  these  should  be  mainly  held  by  recruits  and  the  forces  which 
you  can  now  send  him  from  Missouri. 

General  Banks’  main  force,  when  last  heard  from,  was  at  Opelousas, 
moving  up  the  Bed  River.  Whether  he  will  go  to  Alexandria  and 
Shreveport,  or  turn  off  from  Opelousas,  I do  not  know.  His  ]>lans 
have  been  so  frequently  changed  that  it  is  not  certain  what  course  he 
may  pursue. 
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If  the  enemy  should  fall  back  from  Arkansas  into  Texas,  and  Hurl- 
but  should  no  longer  require  re-enforcements,  I see  no  reason  why 
Steele  cannot  advance  to  lied  Kiver  and  form  a junction  with  Banks, 
or  at  least  hold  that  river,  while  Banks  operates  in  Texas. 

Very  respectfully,  j^our  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

lio.  137.  / Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  17,  1863. 

I.  The  attention  of  provost-marshals  in  this  department  is  called  to 
the  following  extract  from  the  Appendix  to  Revised  Army  Regulations, 
Paragraph  13,  page  511 : 

All  property  captured  by  the  army,  or  seized  by  any  provost-marsbal,  or  taken  up 
astray,  or  taken  from  soldiers  marching  in  tbe  enemy’s  country,  will  be  turned  over 
to  the  chiefs  of  the  staff  departments  to  which  such  property  would  appertain,  on 
duty  with  the  troops,  and  will  be  accounted  for  by  them  as  captured  property,  and 
use^  for  the  public  service,  unless  claimed  by  owners,  and  ordered  by  the  command- 
ing officer  to  be  returned.  In  such  case,  the  receipts  of  the  owners,  to  whom  the  prop- 
erty is  delivered,  will  be  taken  therefor.  Provost-marshals  will  make  returns  to  the 
adjutant-general  of  all  such  property,  and  of  the  disposition  made  of  it,  accounting 
on  separate  returns  for  ordnance,  quartermasters’,  subsistence,  medical  stores,  &c., 
furnishing  and  procuring  the  usual  invoices  and  receipts,  and  charging  the  officers  to 
whom  the  property  has  been  delivered  with  the  same  on  the  returns. 

# ♦ * * # 

This  includes  all  contraband  property  whatsoever. 

When  any  doubt  exists  as  to  the  property  being  contraband,  it  will  be 
^ retained  in  the  possession  of  the  provost- marshal  until  an  investigation 
is  had,  and  the  proceedings  forwarded  to  the  provost-marshal-general  of 
the  department  for  his  action  in  the  case. 

The  expenses  of  the  district  provost-marshal’s  offices  will  be  paid  upon 
vouchers,  properly  made  out,  and  approved  by  the  provost-marshal-gen- 
eral of  the  department.  These  vouchers  will  be  paid,  as  far  as  possible, 
from  tbe  proceeds  of  contraband  property  by  the  district  quartermaster. 
« ♦ ♦ ♦ * # # 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

OLIVER  D.  GREENE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  19,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans,  La.: 

General:  The  General-in-Chief  informs  me  that  your  main  force, 
when  last  heard  from,  was  at  Opelousas,  moving  up  the  Red  River.  He 
was  not  informed  whether  your  force  would  go  up  to  Alexandria  and 
Shreveport,  or  turn  oft  from  Opelousas. 

General  Steele’s  command  is  now  at  and  near  Little  Rock,  and  seems 
quite  strong  enough  to  drive  Price  beyond  Red  River.  He  is  only  wait- 
ing for  the  time  to  arrive  when  he  can  be  supplied,  via  Red  River,  which, 
I believe,  depends  only  upon  the  navigability  of  that  stream  and  upon 
your  operations. 

The  General-in-Chief  suggests  that  General  Steele  might  now  advance 
to  Red  River  and  form  a junction  with  you,  or  at  least  hold  that  river 
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while  you  operate  in  Texas.  T am  anxious  to  advance  his  force  to  Ked 
Eiver  as  soon  as  practicable.  This  will  no  doubt  strengthen  you  and 
aid  you  to  carry  out  your  plans. 

I respectfully  request,  general,  that  you  will  communicate  with  Gen- 
eral Steele,  and  inform  him  of  your  operations  and  plans  for  the  future 
so  far  as  will  enable  him  to  co-operate  with  you.  I will  direct  General 
Steele  to  communicate  with  you  and  to  act  in  concert  with  you  as  far  as 
practicable. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters, 

Camp  Bryan,  November  19,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Sanborn, 

Commanding  Southwestern  District,  Springfield,  Mo. : 

General  : In  my  last  communication  I stated  that  I would  proceed 
by  way  of  White  Eiver,  having  sent  my  advance  by  way  of  Talbot’s 

Mill.  I learned  that  Colonels  Freeman  and  Crandall,  with  their 

and  other  rebel  forces,  had  been  sent  to  assist  Colonel  Love,  whom  we 
had  routed.  Their  force  is  at  least  800,  and  perhaps  1,000 ; they  pur- 
pose a raid  into  Missouri  by  way  of  Hartville.  I sent  a scout  near  their 
camp  yesterday,  and  learned  they  expected  me  to  attack  them  at  a place 
of  their  own  selection,  which  I decline  to  do.  1 am  moving  on  their  flank, 
hoping  to  draw  them  out.  Almost  half  of  our  horses  are  pretty  well 
used  up.  I am  compelled  to  abandon  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  I have 
only  330  serviceable  horses  in  my  command  able  to  pursue.  Encum- 
bered with  wagons,  I will  have  to  move  slowly.  Will  advise  you  of 
their  movements.  Suggest  that  Marshfield  and  Lebanon  be  made  sufli- 
ciently  strong,  as  they  may  move  very  rapidly. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  B.  HOLLAND, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

No.  43.  ) Milivauhee,  November  19,  1863. 

Col.  C.  A.  Morgan,  aide-de-camp,  is  assigned  to  duty  as  inspector* 
general  of  this  department.  An  assistant  inspector  will  be  appointed 
for  each  military  district. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Pope: 

J.  F.  MELINE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  20,  1863. 
General  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut,  Memphis,  Tenn. : 

General  : The  General-in-Chief  intimates  that  General  Steele  hav- 
ing failed  to  send  you  re- enforcements  when  first  called  for,  they  can- 
not now  probably  reach  you  in  time  to  do  any  good.  He  also  directs 
General  Steele  to  advance  to  Eed  Eiver  and  co  ox)erate  with  General 
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Banks,  if  it  is  no  longer  necessary  to  send  re- enforcements  to  yon.  I 
desire  very  mncli  to  liave  General  Steele  carry  out  these  directions,  and 
have  written  him  to  this  effect.  Whether  he  can  do  so,  will  depend 
upon  your  necessities.  Will  you  please  inform  General  Steele  whether 
it  is  still  necessary  for  him  to  send  you  troops,  that  he  may  determine, 
as  soon  as  i>ossible,  whether  he  can  advance  into  Texas  or  "not. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  20,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  Fred.  Steele  : 

General  : I inclose  you  a copy  of  a letter  received  yesterday  from 
General  Halleck,*  and  a copy  of  one  I have  sent  to  General  Banks.! 

I think  it  important  for  you  to  open  direct  communication  with  Gen- 
eral Banks,  so  as,  if  possible,  to  co-operate  with  him.  If  his  movements 
are  such  as  indicated  by  General  Halleck,  and  if  he  can  send  you  sup- 
plies up  Bed  Eiver,  when  you  have  advanced  that  far,  I see  nothing  to 
prevent  your  occupying  that  river  with  your  present  force.  I have 
heard  nothing  from  General  Hurlbut  recently,  and  hope  his  necessity 
for  re  enforcements  is  past.  I will  write  him  on  the  subject,  and  ask 
him  to  inform  you.  I intend,  in  a short  time  to  send  a regiment  or  two 
of  cavalry  into  the  northern  part  of  Arkansas  to  clear  out  the  guerrillas 
and  enable  the  loyal  people  to  organize.  When  this  is  accomplished 
they  can  move  forward  and  join  you. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  20,  18G3 — 8.45  j).  m. 
Colonel  LivinGtSTON,  Commanding  District,  Saint  Louis : 

Colonel  : You  will  please  send  150  infantry  by  rail  to  Springfield, 
111.,  as  soon  as  i)ossible.  The  officer  in  command  will  report  to  Brig- 
adier-General Ammen,  commanding  District  of  Illinois. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General, 

p.  s. — Inform  General  Ammen,  by  telegraph,  when  the  troops  start. 
Also  inform  me,  as  soon  as  you  get  a train  and  make  other  arrange- 
ments, at  what  time  the  troops  will  be  able  to  start. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  November  20,  18G3. 
General  Fisk,  Commanding : 

I forgot  to  report  that  my  men  killed  a notorious  bushwhacker  named 
Lacy,  in  Dunklin,  while  out  On  their  last  scout,  besides  taking  Grisson, 
Waiters,  and  others. 

J.  B.  KOGERS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


See  p.  709. 


t See  x>-  710. 
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GENERA.L  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  the  Border, 

No.  20.  ( Kansas  City^  ilfo.,  November  20,  1863. 

I.  Loyal  persons,  formerly  resident  in  that  part  of  the  district  from 
which  the  inhabitants  were  required  to  remove  by  General  Orders,  No. 
11,  may  obtain  permits  to  return  and  safeguards  for  persons  and  prop- 
erty in  the  manner  and  on  the  terms  herein  prescribed.  Applications  for 
such  permits  and  safeguards  will  be  made  to  the  officer  commanding  at 
one  of  the  following  stations  nearest  the  applicant's  place  of  residence, 
to  wit,  Westport,  Independence,  Hickman  Mills,  Pleasant  Hill,  Har- 
rison ville,  Trading  Post,  and  must  be  accompanied  with  satisfactory  proof 
of  the  uniform  loyal  conduct  and  reputation  of  the  applicants.  When 
the  applicant  is  the  head  of  a family,  the  permit  or  safeguard  will  name 
the  applicant  and  the  non-adult  children  of  the  family.  Each  adult  of  a 
family  will  make  separate  proofs  and  receive  a separate  permit  and  safe- 
guard. The  commanding  officer  of  each  of  the  stations  named  will  keep 
a record  of  the  names,  ages,  and  places  of  residence  of  persons  to  whom 
such  permits  and  safeguards  are  issued  by  him,  and  of  the  persons  by 
whom  their  loyalty  is  shown,  and  also  in  like  manner  a record  of  persons 
to  whom  he  refuses  to  issue  such  permits  and  safeguards.  Transcripts 
of  the  record  will  be  sent  to  these  headquarters,  from  time  to  time,  with 
the  tri-monthly  reports.  Such  permits  and  safeguards  will  be  in  the 
form  hereinafter  prescribed.  When  proof  is  made  in  any  case  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  station  commander,  he  will  fill  up  carefully  the  blanks 
in  such  form,  and  sign  the  permit  and  safeguard,  and  forward  the  same 
to  these  headquarters  for  the  approval  of  the  general  commanding.  No 
such  permit  and  safeguard  will  be  valid  without  such  approval  indorsed 
upon  it.  Save  in  exceptional  instances,  such  permits  will  not  be  given 
at  present  to  persons  owning  no  lands  or  crops  or  having  no  sufficient 
means  of  support  in  the  district  named,  nor  to  persons  living  in  the 
timber  more  than  3 miles  distant  from  any  station,  nor  to  persons  hav- 
ing near  relatives  or  connections  in  the  rebel  service.  Where  in  their 
judgment  such  exceptions  should  be  made,  commanders  of  stations  will 
send  to  these  headquarters,  in  writing,  the  reasons  for  such  exception. 

II.  If  any  person  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  shall 
knowingly  and  willfully  commit  any  act  of  injury  to  the  person  or  prop- 
erty of  any  resident  holding  such  safeguard,  he  shall  be  arrested  and 
sent  here  for  trial  by  court-martial  for  the  offense  of  forcing  a safeguard, 
which  is  one  of  the  gravest  in  the  Articles  of  War.  If  any  person  not 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  shall  knowingly  and  will- 
fully commit  such  act  of  injury,  he  shall  be  arrested  and  sent  here  for 
trial  by  military  commission.  When  any  person  holding  such  safe- 
guard or  permit  shall  willfully  violate  any  one  of  the  conditions  on 
which  it  is  given,  such  person  shall  be  arrested  and  sent  here  by  the 
nearest  station  commander  for  trial  and  punishment.  In  case  the  per- 
son so  offending  is  a woman  and  the  head  of  a family,  she  shall  be  or- 
dered out  of  the  district  by  such  commander,  and,  failing  to  go,  will  be 
sent  here  with  her  family  for  removal. 

III.  If  any  person  or  persons  shall  settle  in  the  district  named  with- 
out such  permission  in  writing  being  first  regularly  obtained,  such  iier- 
son  or  persons  will  be  notified  by  the  nearest  station  commander  to 
leave  the  district,  and,  on  failure  to  do  so,  will  be  arrested  and  sent  liere 
for  removal. 

lY.  The  requisite  authority  having  been  obtained,  commanders  of 
stations  named  above  will  cause  all  the  men  who  are  allowed  to  return 
to  be  organized,  as  far  as  practicable,  in  companies  in  the  several  neigh- 
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borhoods.  Each  company  will  consist  of  not  less  than  30  men,  living 
within  convenient  distances  of  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  arms,  cloth- 
ing, and  rations  will  be  issued  to  them.  They  will  be  received  by  the 
proper  authorities  as  militia  of  the  State  in  active  service.  The  gen- 
eral commanding  attempts  this  early  settlement  of  the  depopulated  dis- 
trict at  the  urgent  solicitation  of  many  loyal  men,  who  are  now  willing  to 
try  to  live  again  at  their  homes.  He  will  aid  them  to  the  utmost  with 
the  troops  under  his  command,  and  assure  them  that  no  rebel  families 
will  be  allowed  to  return  to  entice  back  and  support  the  guerrillas.  But, 
after  all,  the  question  whether  the  guerrillas  can  come  back  to  resume 
their  ravages  depends  much  upon  the  action  of  the  loyal  inhabitants 
themselves.  They  must  return  to  their  farms,  not  as  non-combatants, 
but  thoroughly  armed  and  organized  in  each  neighborhood.  It  is  chiefly 
by  such  neighborhood  organization  that  they  can  hope  to  save  them- 
selves and  their  property,  keep  out  the  guerrillas,  and  insure  a per- 
manent and  prosperous  resettlement  of  the  border. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Ewing: 

H.  HANNAHS, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

The  conditions  on  which  the  foregoing  permit  and  safeguard  is 
granted,  are — 

1.  That  the  said (and  each  and  every  member  of  his 

family)  will  at  all  times  give  every  possible  aid  and  information  to  per- 
sons in  the  service  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  enable 
them  to  find  and  destroy  rebels  and  guerrillas,  and  to  detect  all  persons 
engaged  in  disloyal  acts  or  practices. 

2.  That  the  said (and  each  and  every  member  of  his 

family)  will  at  all  times  withhold  aid  and  assistance  of  every  kind  from 
rebels,  guerrillas,  or  other  enemies  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

Signed  at , this day  of  , 186 — . 

Commanding  Station. 


Gamp  near  Eort  Smith,  Ark., 

November  24,  1863. 

General  Schofield, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Missouri : 

Sir  : This  evening  a train  left  this  post  for  Fort  Scott.  The  teams 
were  used  in  bringing  sutlers^  goods  to  this  place ; they  are  now  loaded 
with  cotton.  Yesterday  50  Government  teams  brought  into  Fort  Smith 
150  bales,  escorted  by  a portion  of  the  Twelfth  Kansas  Volunteers.  The  ' 
train  now  on  transit  to  Fort  Scott  consists  of  about  100  two  and  four 
horse  and  mule  teams,  and  mostly  loaded  with  cotton.  From  what  I 
can  learn,  a portion  of  the  same  has  been  purchased  at  a very  small 
price,  and  the  balance  captured ; and,  from  all  appearances,  I should 
^think  some  one  high  in  military  rank  was  engaged  in  the  operation. 

I am,  general,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

W.  T.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Comdg.  Sixth  Ttegt.  Kansas  Yol.  Cavalry, 
General  Ewing  : 

Hear  Sir  : You  can  forward  this,  if  you  think  necessary. 

W.  T.  CAMPBELL. 
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Patterson,  Mo.,  Novemher  24,  1863. 

[General  Fisk:] 

General  : Sergeant  Gillespie,  the  same  man  who  was  captured  with 
Pollok,  has  made  his  escape  from  Eeves,  and  is  now  in  camp.  He 
reports  that  Eeves  is  in  Cherokee  Bay  with  80  men ; that  they  have 
now  about  400  men,  perhaps  500  in  all,  and  are  making  preparations  to 
attack  this  place  j that  they  are  determined  to  have  me.  I am  not  going 
to  run.  You  have  the  thing  as  I have  it.  I think  I had  better  have 
another  company  of  men.  I now  have  30  men  out,  who  will  not  be  here 
for  two  days  more.  I do  not  want  too  many,  for  fear  they  will  not 
come,  but  want  enough  to  whip  them  when  they  come.  I heard  the 
same  thing  from  a citizen  of  Arkansas  to-day,  who  had  been  down  there. 
Colonel  Shaver  is  in  command  of  the  rebels. 

W.  T.  LEEPEE, 
Cajptain,  Commanding  Outpost. 


• Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  25,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Fisk,  Pilot  Knob,  Mo.  : 

Eeports  from  the  southwest  also  indicate  the  movement  of  a consid- 
erable rebel  force  from  there  in  a northeasterly  direction,  apparentlj^ 
with  the  intention  of  joining  McEae.  I am  about  to  send  the  First  Ne- 
braska into  Northern  Arkansas.  I am  in  doubt  whether  to  send  it  via 
Pilot  Knob  or  Eolla.  If  you  are  strong  enough  to  meet  McEae,  I prefer 
to  send  it  to  Eolla.  Inform  me  what  force  you  will  be  able  to  concen- 
trate. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  November  25,  1863. 

Captain  Eice: 


Hildebrandt,  with  20  men,  plundered  Farmington  this  afternoon,  and 
left  with  their  pillage  on  the  Jackson  road  at  about  4 o’clock.  I think 
you  can  certainly  catch  him.  Strike  swiftly.  Keep  [George  W.]  Hum- 
mel. Get  horses  for  his  men,  if  possible,  and  don’t  stop  until  you  kill 
these  rascals.  Go  at  once.  Kill  them  as  you  find  them. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  November  25,  1863. 

Captain  Eice,  Fredericlctown : 

Hildebrandt  must  have  passed  very  near  your  post,  as  he  moved  up 
to  Farmington.  The  people  must  have  known  he  was  in  the  country. 
Press  every  man,  horse,  and  gun  you  can  find,  and  let  the  hunt,  pursuit, 
and  extermination  be  sure  and  swift.  A portion  of  his  gang  are  in 
Federal  uniform. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Patterson,  Mo.,  November  25,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Fisk  : 

Captain  Johns  has  sent  in  a dispatch  stating  that  the  enemy,  under 
General  McKae,  are  at  Doniphan,  1,200  strong ; that  they  staid  at  Doni- 
])han  the  night  of  the  23d.  I do  not  think  there  are  that  many,  but  1 
think  there  are  500  of  them.  McEae  is  in  command.  Johns  thinks  I 
^Yill  be  attacked  this  morning.  Johns  will  be  in  to-day.  All  quiet  so 
far.  I will  be  on  hand,  no  odds  how  many  come.  My  men  are  all 
awake. 

W.  T.  LEEPEE, 
Captain^  Commanding  Post. 


Special  Orders,  \ IIdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  322.  ( Saint  Louis,  Jio.,  November  25,  1803. 

I.  Col.  George  II.  Ilall,  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  is  tem- 
porarily  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Central  District  of  Missouri, 
duriog  the  illness  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Brown. 

*#**##* 

By  command  of  Major  General  Schofield: 

OLIVEE  D.  GEEENE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  20,  1803. 
Col.  J.  B.  Eogers,  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo,: 

Last  evening  General  Fisk  reported  re-enforcements  arrived  at  Pat- 
terson, and  no  attack  from  the  enemy;  thinks  he  may  have  gone  to 
Bloomfield.  Look  out  for  him  in  that  direction. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  20,  1803. 

Brigadier-General  Fisk  : 

Colonel  Eogers  telegraphs  that  the  enemy  is  reported  approaching 
Bloomfield.  I have  directed  him  to  turn  the  force  he  had  started  for 
Greenville  toward  Bloomfield.  If  this  interferes  with  your  plans,  in- 
form me. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  November  20,  1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

I am  now  in  communication  with  Cape  Girardeau  and  Bloomfield. 
No  attack  at  any  point  as  yet.  I hope  the  disposition  of  our  troops  has 
been  such  as  to  convince  McEae  that  we  are  ready,  and  enough  for 
him. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  November  26,  1863. 


Capt.  V.  Preuitt,  Bloomfield : 

McRae  was  reported  at  Doniphan,  with  a few  hundred  rebels,  on 
Monday  last,  and  was  contemplating  a raid  either  on  Bloomfield  or 
Patterson.  He  may  move  on  you.  If  he  does,  he  will  only  give  the 
gallant  Pfirst  Missouri  boys  one  more  opportunity  of  demonstrating  that 
they  canfi  be  whipped.  We  shall  re-enforce  you  from  Cape  Girardeau 
and  Greenville,  if  you  need.  Keep  me  constantly  advised,  and,  if  you 
get  in  trouble,  press  every  man,  horse,  and  gun  within  reach,  and  give 
the  rascals  such  a Thanksgiving  welcome  as  the  survivors  will  be  apt 
to  remember. 

OLIKTOK  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier- General. 


fWx  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  November  26,  1863. 

General  Fisk: 

We  have  been  threatened  for  some  two  or  three  days  by  what  is  re- 
ported to  be  about  300  men,  concentrated  by  all  the  guerrilla  chiefs  in 
the  country.  I have  been  unable  to  ascertain  who  is  in  command  of 
them.  A iiarty  of  them  came  in  sight  of  cur  pickets  within  tlie  last 
hour,  I suppose  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering.  I am  ready  for  them. 

VALENTINE  PREUItT, 

Captain. 


Patterson,  Mo.,  November  26, 1863. 

General  Fisk: 

I can  hear  nothing  from  below.  There  has  not  been  any  person  up 
the  road  to-day.  All  travel  is  at  once  stopped.  You  can  judge  of  the 
cause.  1 think  they  are  stopped  below.  We  are  patrolling  the  country, 
but  can  hear  nothing. 

• W.  T.  DEEPER, 

Captain,  Commanding  Outpost. 


Headquarters  Post, 
Jaclcsonport,  Ark.,  November  26,  1863. 

Lieut.  George  O.  Sokalski, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Lieutenant  : Since  my  arrival  here,  as  is  usual,  many  conflicting 
rumors  have  found  their  way  to  camp;  but,  from  the  best  information  1 
can  obtain  from  my  scouts  and  otherwise.  General  McRae  is  attempting 
to  concentrate  his  forces  at  some  point  on  Growley^s  Ridge,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Pineville  or  Wittsburg.  He  has  now  1,500  men  in  his 
squads,  with  a roll  of  1,500  more  that  are  scattered  through  the  country, 
dodging  him.  There  are  a great  many  squads  of  armed  men  through 
the  country,  numbering  from  20  to  50  per  squad.  McRae  brought  back 
with  him  a few  of  his  most  desperate  men,  who  are  commanding  his 
deserters  and  conscripts..  They  annoj^  my  pickets  almost  every  night. 
I send  out  a scout  every  day,  but  find  it  very  difficult  to  catch  them,  as 
they  have  the  entire  country  picketed,  and  there  are  so  many  hiding- 
places.  About  the  only  chance  to  capture  them  would  be  to  send  force 
enough  to  make  a regular  “ wolf-drive.’^  McRae  tells  his  men  that  when 
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they  are  concentra^d  they  will  attack  the  forces  at  Jacksonport,  and 
then  make  a raid  into  Missouri.  His  men  are  very  much  averse  to 
goin^?  south,  and  may  force  him  to  remain  north  of  the  Arkansas  Kiver ; 
yet  I believe  that  he  will  attempt  to  take  them  south  by  way  of  Arkan- 
sas Post.  I have  since  learned  that  he  had  250  men  with  him  at  the 
time  I met  him  below  Searcy.  He  had  crossed  at  this  place  on  Monday 
morning,  the  day  I left  the  Rock,  with  the  intention  of  making  a night 
attack  upon  Austin. 

I find  Mr.  Baxter  a worthy,  intelligent  gentleman,  but  the  squad  of 
recruits  a most  complete  nuisance,  destitute  of  the  faintest  conception 
of  correct  principles,  and  if  this  is  the  class  of  men  to  be  enlisted  in 
Arkansas,  I tbink  that  the  sooner  recruiting  can  be  stopped  the  better, 
as  they  will  injure  the  Government  more  than  they  can  possibly  benefit 
it.  The  only  way  to  make  soldiers  of  them,  in  ray  opinion,  would  be  to 
scatter  them  through  other  commands  of  discipliuecMroops.  The  com- 
pany that  Captain  Berry  reported  as  being  organizied  above  Batesville 
for  the  Union  army  was  for  McRae,  and  is  now  with  him,  and  as  yet 
but  8 additional  men  have  joined  Berry’s  company.  The  idea  of  the 
Union  men  of  this  section  being  able  to  sustain  themselves  may  at  once 
be  abandoned.  Many  citizens  are  coming  in  to  exhibit  their  papers. 
There  seems  to  have  been  great  jirofligacy  in  taking  the  oath  at  Mem- 
phis. Union  men  and  rebels  are  alike  abundantly  supj)lied  with  goods 
from  Memphis.  McRae  procures  ammunition  from  some  quarter,  1 have 
not  yet  learned  where.  I am  satisfied  that  there  is  a great  deal  of  smug- 
gling, and  a general  system  of  double-dealing  among  the  citizens. 

Corn  is  plenty  j wheat  scarce  j cattle  plenty.  A boat  is  very  much 
needed  here,  and  cannot  long  be  dispensed  with,  as  the  forage  is  mostly 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  the  crossing  difficult.  I shall  do  ail 
that  can  be  done  with  the  number  of  men  of  my  command ; yet  two 
more  regiments  could  be  profitably  employed  here  for  a short  time. 
You  will  please  send  me,  as  soon  as  possible,  50,000  rounds  Sharps’ 
cavalry  carbines,  caliber  .52 ; 50,000  rounds  Colt’s  cavalry  revolvers, 
caliber  .38,  and  20,000  rounds  Colt’s  cavalry  revolvers,  caliber  .44. 

1 have  no  intelligence  Ifom  forces  coming  from  Missouri  or  of  a boat 
from  down  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

T.  C.  BLACK, 

Lieut.  Col.  TJdrd  ilfo.  Vol.  Cav.^  Comdg.  Post,  Jaclcsonport,  ArJc, 


War  Department, 
Washington,  November  27,  1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

The  question  in  regard  to  resignations  cannot  be  decided  till  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  returns.  General  Hurlbut  thinks  that  Smith,  at  Colum- 
bus, Kv.,  needs  re-enforcements.  Can  you  not  help  him  temporarily  ? 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield,  M'o.,  November  27,  1863. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Commanding  Department : 

The  force,  under  Love  and  Freeman,  that  came  into  the  State  in 
Oregon  County,  have  retired  and  gone  south  of  the  White  River,  from 
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best  information.  All  guerrilla  bands  that  I bear  of  have  been  moving 
rapidly  south  for  the  last  few  days ; 28  guerrillas  are  officially  reported 
to  have  been  killed  by  the  force  here  since  my  last  report. 

JOHN  B.  SANBOKN, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


Patterson,  Mo.,  November  27,  1863. 

General  Fisk  : 

Two  men  here  from  Arkansas,  Lawrence  County,  near  Smithviile. 
They  report  that  they  crossed  Current  Biver  below  Black  Skull,  and 
that  they  saw  or  heard  of  no  enemy.  They  further  report  when  they 
left  Smithviile  that  they  were  looking  for  troops  up  from  Batesville 
under  Colonel  Baxter  (Federal  troops) ; that  their  impression  was  that 
we  had  troops  at  Jacksonport  and  Batesville  also.  I think  these  are 
not  bad  men.  You  can  take  the  report  for  what  it  is  worth.  I have 
about  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  not  much  truth  in  any  of 
the  reports  we  hear. 

W.  T.  LEEPEE, 
Captain^  Commanding  Outpost. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knobj  Mo.,  N'ovember  27, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  Saint  Louis  : 

Conflicting  reports  reach  me  relative  to  the  movements  of  rebels  on 
the  border ; one  party  reports  that  McEae  is  now  moving  toward  the 
Mississippi  Eiver,  in  the  direction  of  Osceola,  and  that  Jo.  Shelby  is  at 
Batesville,  preparing  for  a big  raid  in  Missouri;  another  party,  from 
Lawrence  County,  Arkansas,  reports  McEae  as  stationary  near  Poca- 
hontas, and  that  his  information  was  that  a Federal  scout  from  Little 
Eock,  under  one  Colonel  Baxter,  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  Batesville, 
six  days  ago.  My  troops  are  moving  in  two  detachments  from  Green- 
ville, one  in  the  direction  of  Doniphan  and  the  other  toward  Bloom- 
field. I hope  for  definite  information  soon.  Have  you  a Colonel  Baxter 
in  Arkansas  ? 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  November  27,  1863. 

General  Fisk  : 

I have  positive  information  that  McEae’s  force  has  not  moved  at  all. 
Patterson  had  moved  to  make  junction  with  McEae  below  Jacksonport. 
Williams,  with  a guerrilla  force  of  100  men,  moved  up  toward  Doniphan. 
I had  planned  a campaign,  and  was  to  start  Monday;  had  your  per- 
mission. I had  him  located  to  a dot,  and  would  have  given  him  “Hail 
Columbia.” 

J;  B.  EOGEES, 

Colonel. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Filot  Knob,  Kovcmher  27,  18G3. 

Col.  J.  B.  Eogers,  Cape  Girardeau : 

I have  ordered  Major  Bobbins  to  move  to-morrow  morning  from 
Greenville,  in  the  direction  of  Bloomfield  •,  but  upon  receiving  informa- 
tion that  would  lead  him  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no  rebel  force 
of  account  at  Doniphan,  or  threatening  Bloomfield,  then  to  change 
direction  for  Cape  Girardeau,  and  report  to  you  at  the  earliest  practi- 
cable hour.  Bumors  from  the  border  are  very  conflicting.  I have  sent 
Major  Montgomery  direct  to  Doniphan  in  search  of  the  enemy. 

OLINTOIsr  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  November  27, 1863. 

General  Fisk: 

What  is  the  right  course  to  take  with  these  rebels  who  are  coming 
ill  to  surrender '?  Some  who  were  in  the  old  State  Guard,  but  have 
never  taken  the  oath  as  required  ; others  just  returned.  What  rule  do 
. you  adopt  ''I 

J.  B.  BOGEBS, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Filot  Knob,  Mo.,  November  27,  1863. 

Col.  J.  B.  Bogers,  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. : 

When  the  returning  rebels  voluntarily  surrender  themselves,  and  give 
me  good  evidence  that,  with  hearty  repentance  and  true  faith,’^  thej^ 
mean  henceforth  to  be  loyal,  I allow  them  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  give  good  bonds  for  their  future  fidelity  to  their  Government.  I get 
all  their  neighbors  on  the  bond  that  I can.  All  who  have  been  in  arms 
. at  all  should  be  required  to  take  the  oath.  Some  of  these  repentant 
rebels  may  reside  in  sections  where  it  is  difficult  for  them  to  remain  at 
home  without  doing  some  rebellious  act,  and  then  they  are  liable  to 
be  pressed  into  a rebel  raid.  Such  persons  should  be  required  to  reside 
in  another  State,  for  a probationary  period,  or  confined  to  limits  of  cer- 
tain towns  or  counties.  Go  in  for  the  sure  and  swift  extermination  of 
all  who  are  found  robbing,  burning,  or  bushwhacking;  encourage  every 
man  to  do  right  who  gives  you  evidence  that  he  is  honest  in  his  de- 
clared intentions. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK,  * 
Brigadier- Genera  1. 


Patterson,  Mo.,  November  27,  1863. 

Brigadier- General  Fisk  : 

I would  like  to  go  toward  Doniphan,  leaving  one  company  here,  and 
personally  see  whether  the  Confederacy  is  coming  up  or  not.  I can  go 
without  wagons,  with  cooked  rations,  and  find  out  all  there  is  to  be 
found  out.  Shall  I go  *? 

SAML.  MONTGOMEBY, 
Major, 
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Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Filot  Knob,  November  27,  1863. 

Major  Montgomery: 

Go  in  search  of  the  Confederacy ; proceed  rapidly  but  cautiously,  look- 
ing out  for  your  flanks.  Advise  me  at  the  earliest  moment  of  the  real 
position  and  strength  of  the  rascals. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier  ‘ General. 


Patterson,  Mo.,  November  27, 1863. 

General  Fisk  : 

I will  have  everything  on  a war  basis.  I can  hear  nothing  of  any 
enemy  advancing,  nor  any  nearer  than  Doniphan.  It  is  probably  the 
conclusion  not  to  come,  as  they  must  by  this  time  be  aware  that  we  are 
ready  for  them.  Will  my  men  who  were  on  picket  yesterday  join  me  ? 

SAML.  MONTGOMERY, 

Major. 


Patterson,  Mo.,  November  27, 1863. 

General  Fisk  ; 

Major  Montgomery  has  marched  with  200  men.  Major  Bobbins  has 
arrived  at  Greenville  with  400  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  He  states 
there  is  no  force  near  him,  and  hears  of  none  anywhere.  He  will  remain 
at  Greenville  to-night,  and  will  march  for  Bloomfleld  in  the  morning, 
unless  ordered  differently.  His  men  are  here  now  awaiting  your  orders. 
Shall  he  move  to  Bloomfield  or  toward  Doniphan  ? They  await  your 
orders. 

W.  T.  BEEPER, 
Captain^  Commanding  Outpost. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  November  27, 1863. 

General  Fisk: 

There  is  a constant  stream  of  contraband  of  war  from  Chester  to 
rebeldom.  I propose  to  make  a raid  on  that  line,  commencing  on  the 
south  end,  and  follow  it  up  to  Chester,  taking  possession  of  each  team 
and  man  transporting  contraband,  and  bring  them  to  this  post.  This 
will  result  in  large  captures,  will  raise  a howl,  and  petition  after  peti- 
tion will  follow,  but  one  such  raid  will  close  the  line.  Shall  I do  it  ? 
Can  we  stand  the  press  % 

J.  B.  ROGERS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  28,  1863. 
Col.  Chester  Harding,  Jr.,  New  Madrid,  via  Cairo  : 

Send  all  the  force  you  can  spare  to  Columbus,  Ky.,  for  temporary 
service.  I will  send  a company  of  heavy  artillery  to  New  Madrid  in  a 
few  days.  I have  authority  to  consolidate  your  regiment  with  the 
engineer  regiment.  Come  to  Saint  Louis  as  soon  as  you  can,  to  attend 
to  the  consolidation.  Report  what  force  you  can  send  to  Columbus. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Novemhcr  28,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Smith, 

Columbus^  Ky.,  via  Cairo  : 

I have  ordered  Colonel  Harding  at  New  Madrid  to  send  you  re- 
enforcements.  He  may  require  your  aid  in  jirocuring  transportation. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  28,  1863. 

Major-General  Halleck: 

I have  ordered  about  400  men  to  be  sent  from  New  Madrid  to  Co- 
lumbus, Ky. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Jefferson  City.,  November  28,  1863. 

Maj.  Oliver  D.  Greene, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..,  Departmeyit  of  the  Missoitri,  Saint  Louis  : 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  represent,  for  the  information  of  the 
major-general  commanding,  that  on  or  about  the  13th  instant  a detach- 
ment of  troops,  supposed  to  belong  to  the  Sixth  Kansas,  commanded 
by  a Captain  (or  Lieutenant)  [John  W.]  Duff,  entered  Johnson  and 
Henry  Counties,  and  robbed  and  plundered  indiscriminately  almost 
every  citizen  in  their  line  of  march.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lazear,  First 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  commanding  the  Central  District,  of 
which  Johnson  and  Henry  Counties  are  a part,  has  been  directed  to 
ascertain  and  forward  definite  information  with  regard  to  names  of 
commanding  officers  and  of  all  irregularities  committed  by  them,  which 
will  be  forwarded  to  department  headquarters  as  soon  as  received. 

I am,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  H.  HALL, 

Colonel  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Commanding. 


Humboldt,  Kans.,  November  28,  1863. 
General  Thomas  Ewing,  Jr., 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border,  Kansas  City,  Mo. : 

Dear  Sir:  Information  has  reached  this  place,  which  we  deem  to  be 
of  the  most  reliable  character,  that  Stand  Watie  is  contemplating  and 
making  active  arrangements  for  a raid  up  the  Neosho  Valley  between 
now  and  Christmas.  This  information  comes  from  a Mr.  Van  Green - 
way,  a deserter  from  the  rebel  lines,  and  a gentleman  well  known  to  a 
number  of  our  citizens  as  a man  of  veracity.  Greenway  states  that 
Stand  Watie  at  the  time  he  left  (the  first  part  of  November)  was  en- 
camped on  the  North  Fork  of  the  Canadian,  about  45  miles  in  a south- 
westerly direction  from  Fort  Gibson.  His  force  consisted  of  about  3,000 
men,  and  Greenway  reports  that  forage  is  plenty  with  them,  and  that, 
encouraged  by  the  success  of  QuantrilPs  raid,  they  are  fitting  up  and  or- 
ganizing a force  of  from  500  to  1,000  men,  and  intend  to  strike  the  Neosho 
Valley  somewhere  near  the  Catholic  Mission  (25  miles  below  here),  and 
thence  proceed  up  the  river  probably  as  far  as  Emporia,  then,  turning 
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back  in  a southwesterly  direction,  be  able  to  reach  their  starting  point 
without  meeting  with  any  serious  opposition.  The  above  seems  to  be 
further  confirmed  by  a contraband,  who  escaped  from  the  rebel  camp 
and  arrived  here  a few  days  since.  He  reports  that  they  are  fitting  up 
their  best  horses  preparatory  to  a raid  into  Kansas.  A Dr.  Lyle,  who 
had  lately  moved  up  from  the  southern  border  of  Kansas,  states  that 
Oy.  Gordon,  while  taking  dinner  at  his  house  a few  weeks  since,  stated 
in  his  hearing  that  he,  in  the  disguise  of  a Federal  captain,  had  been 
through  the  whole  country,  and  that  he  intended  to  make  it  a visit 
before  long. 

The  above  information,  taken  together,  seems  to  warrant  the  belief 
and  induce  the  fear  among  the  people  that  we  are  about  to  be  invaded. 
But  at  the  same  time  the  people  feel  and  say  that  if  they  can  only 
have  a little  notice  from  the  military  authorities,  that  they  are  ready  to 
turn  out  and  aid  them  in  repelling  the  invader.  But  what  they  most  fear 
is  a surprise.  If  the  enemy  make  a raid,  as  anticipated,  they  will  prob- 
ably §trike  the  Arkansas  Eiver  some  distance  above  the  mouth  of  the 
Verdigris,  thence  across  to  a point  on  the  Verdigris  about  the  mouth  of 
Fall  Eiver,  thence  across  the  divide  to  some  point  on  the  Neosho  be- 
tween the  Missouri  and  Humboldt.  They  do,  probably,  intend  to  make, 
it  before  the  Osages  return  from  their  hunt,  which  is  usually  abput  the 
* 1st  of  January. 

The  foregoing  information  we  have  given  to  Captain  [Jay]  Thompson, 
in  command  at  this  place,  and  who  politely  transmits  this  communica- 
tion by  his  messenger. 

Hoping  that  the  above  and  foregoing  information  may  be  beneficial  to 
the  public  service,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JONATHAN  0.  BUENETT, 
Register  United  States  Land  Office,  Humboldt,  Kans. 


Humboldt,  Kans.,  November  28, 1863. 

Col.  C.  W.  Blair: 

Dear  Sir  : A messenger  from  the  Mission  arrived  here  yesterday 
(Friday)  at  4 a.  m.,  with  the  cheerful  information  to  the  effect  that  Stand 
Watie  was  in  vicinity  of  the  Mission  with  150  men,  and  that  9 or  10 
of  his  scouts  had  entered  the  Mission  and  captured  1 of  the  sergeant^s 
men.  This  man,  however,  was  subsequently  recaptured,  and  during  the 
milee  they  heard  one  rebel  exclaim,  O,  my  God,  I am  shot;  I am  shot.” 
At  the  same  time  he  dropped  his  gun  and  hat.  Immediately  upon  re- 
ceiving the  dispatch,  I sent  Lieutenant  [John  G.]  Lindsay  with  his  com- 
pany to  the  Mission,  with  instructions  to  go  with  all  possible  speed, 
which  he  did,  arriving  there  by  12  m.,  finding  everything  quiet.  Lieu- 
tenant Lindsay  reports  that  he  sent  out  scouting  parties,  with  Indians 
for  guides,  but  found  nothing  of  the  reported  force;  hence  I think  this 
was  simply  a scout  under  one  of  the  Mathews,  in  search  of  plunder,  &c. 

A man  by  the  name  of  Jackson  came  in  to-night  from  Ohio  Centre, 
who  has  seen  Stand  Watie’s  adjutant  at  Ohio  Centre.  This  adjutant 
deserted  the  rebels  and  reported  to  Colonel  [John]  Eitchie,  and  then 
came  north  with  an  Indian  train,  which  arrived  here  last  Sunday.  Ho[ 
(adjutant)  says  Stand  Watie  is  fitting  an  expedition  to  come  up  andj 
strike  the  Mission  first,  and  make  the  Neosho  Valley  desolate  as  far  as 
Le  Eoy,  and  then  go  down  the  Verdigris  Eiver.  As  for  the  truth  of  this, 

I cannot  vouch,  of  course,  but  the  citizens  here  say  Jackson  is  reliable, 
and  this  adjutant  (his  name  I have  forgotten)  is  a cousin  of  Bill  Morrell. 
Colonel  Thurston  says  you  know  him  (Morrell) ; also  a relation  of  Scott, 
of  Scott’s  Mill  notoriety. 
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I have  built  a good  corral,  and  have  instructed  my  sergeant  to  draw 
70  horses,  as  I must  have  my  men  here  mounted.  Can  easily  take  care  of 
the  balance  till  my  company  comes.  Also  have  written  to  Captain 
Insley,  inclosing  a receipt  for  three  of  his  teams.  Cannot  begin  to  do 
the  work  with  one  team,  as  all  the  forage  consumed  at  the  Mission  from 
this  out  will  have  to  be  hauled  from  here.  Also,  if  I remain  here,  want 
to  get  my  forage  in  camp  before  the  roads  get  bad.  Captain  Insley  told 
Colonel  Thurston  that  he  would  give  me  two  or  three  teams ; hence  1 
keep  my  worn-out  mules  here,  and  expect  my  rations  to  come  up  with 
those  wagons  of  Captain  Insley. 

Those  Indians  at  the  Mission  are  very  indifferent  as  to  whether  they 
fight  or  not.  I think  it  advisable  to  have  them  organized,  and  as  soon 
as  possible,  as  they  think  the  authorities  are  going  to  turn  cold  shoulder 
on  them.  A half-breed  told  me  yesterday  that  the  whole  tribe  was  on 
the  Verdigris,  en  route  home;  but  would  remain  until  their  ponies  re- 
cruited up  before  coming  any  farther,  so  we  shall  not  have  them  for  a 
month  yet. 

My  health  improves  daily.  Ai)ologies  for  such  long  letter. 

Yours,  very  respectfully. 


JAY  THOMPSON. 


P.  S. — If  practicable,  please  send  Lieutenant  Kizer,  with  his  company, 
and  relieve  Lindsay,  and  you  will  oblige  many  soldiers  and  citizens. 


Patterson,  Mo.,  November  29, 1863. 

General  Pisk: 

I am  informed  by  a reliable  man  from  Doniphan  that  a detachment 
of  300  rebels  was  attacked  by  Arkansas  Home  Guards  and  deserters. 
The  rebels  were  defeated,  with  a loss  of  150  killed,  wounded,  and  pris- 
oners. The  commanding  officer  of  the  rebels  defeated  sent  to  Eeves 
for  re-enforcements.  Eeves,  in  his  effort  to  do  so,  was  attacked  by 
the  Arkansas  militia  and  deserters,  and  was  routed,  with  a loss  of  18 
killed  and  several  wounded.  If  this  report  be  true,  it  was  the  trail  of 
the  Arkansas  militia  and  deserters  that  Captain  Johns  discovered,  and 
which  he  supposed  to  be  the  enemy. 

W.  T.  LEEPEE, 

Captain. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Cayalry  Division, 

Benton^  Arlc.^  November  29,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division^  Little  Eoclc  : 

Dr.  Eice,  a refugee  in  our  lines  for  two  months,  who  lives  at  Eockport, 
left  here  yesterday  and  went  to  Eockport.  He  returned  this  morning, 
and  reports  400  rebels,  under  Parsons,  in  camp  4 miles  beyond  Eock- 
port— the  same  force  that  was  at  Princeton  a few  days  since.  He 
also  reports  Marmaduke,  Cabell,  and  Shelby,  with  all  their  forces,  at 
Arkadelphia,  where  they  arrived  within  a day  or  two.  He  also  reports 
Price  at  Camden,  mounting  all  the  men  he  can  get  horses  or  mules  for. 
The  people  at  Eockport  think  the  enemy  will  move  north.  I sent  out 
a forage  train  this  morning  on  the  Hot  Springs  road  with  250  men  as 
escort.  The  above  statement  is  corroborated  by  other  parties. 

CIEUS  BUSSEV, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 
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New  Madrid,  Mo.,  November  30, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department : 

General  : Your  dispatch  of  the  28th  instant,  ordering  me  to  send 
what  troops  I could  spare  to  Columbus,  was  received  at  noon  to-day. 

Major  Nichols,  with  275  men,  transportation,  baggage,  &c.,  will  leave 
in  a few  minutes,  and  report  to  General  Smith  early  in  the  morning.  I 
retain  the  mounted  men  (50)  for  pickets,  and  two  companies,  which  I 
shall  put  in  the  fort,  besides  some  44  sick.  I will  proceed  to  Saint 
Louis,  as  directed,  as  soon  as  I can  turn  over  my  post  and  other  Gov- 
ernment property.* 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHESTER  HARDING,  Jr., 

Colonel. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  November  30,  1863. 

Col.  R.  R.  Livingston, 

Commanding  First  Nebraska  Cavalry^  Saint  Louis ^ Mo. : 

Colonel:  The  order  inclosed  herewith  assigns  you  to  the  command 
of  the  District  of  Northeastern  Arkansas,  with  headquarters  at  Bates- 
ville,  and  designates  the  troops  which  are  placed  at  your  disposal.  In 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  upon  which  you  are  about  to  enter,  you  will 
be  guided  by  the  following  general  instructions : 

The  chief  object  to  be  accomplished  by  your  command  is  to  destroy, 
drive  out,  or  capture  the  guerrilla  bands  which  now  infest  the  district 
of  country  lying  between  that  occupied  by  General  Steele’s  army  and  the 
southern  line  of  Missouri,  and  to  organize  as  many  troops  as  can  be  ob- 
tained for  the  general  service.  It  is  believed  that  you  will  very  soon  be 
able  to  do  this  so  effectually  as  to  enable  me  to  reduce  very  much  the  force 
which  it  is  necessary  to  keep  in  the  southern  part  of  Missouri,  while  you 
will  gain  considerable  re- enforcements  from  the  loyal  people  of  Arkansas. 
In  all  your  operations  you  will  regard  these  objects  as  paramount. 

You  will  endeavor  to  cultivate  and  encourage  the  loyal  sentiment  among 
the  loyal  people  of  your  district  as  far  as  possible ; show  them  that  the 
Government  will,  as  far  as  in  its  power,  protect  the  loyal  and  punish 
the  disloyal.  In  your  treatment  of  the  latter  class  of  persons,  give  due 
weight  to  the  fact  that  their  country  has  heretofore  been  exclusively 
under  rebel  sway.  As  a general  rule,  let  their  future  rather  than  their 
past  conduct  determine  the  treatment  they  are  to  receive.  Above  all, 
maintain  perfect  discipline  among  your  troops.  Allow  no  depredations 
upon  property  by  either  officers  or  men.  Whatever  measures  of  severity 
against  rebels  it  may  be  necessary  or  expedient  to  adopt,  let  them  be 
adopted  by  you  and  executed  under  your  specific  order,  and  not  by  irre- 
spon  sible  officers  and  men.  Burnin  g of  houses  or  other  destruction  of  prop- 
erty, except  in  case  of  absolute  military  necessity,  is  strictly  prohibited. 

You  will,  as  far  as  practicable,  subsist  your  troops  upon  the  country, 
taking  care,  however,  not  to  reduce  any  of  the  inhabitants  to  want. 
Funds  will  be  furnished  your  quartermaster  and  commissary  with  which 
to  pay  for  supplies  taken  from  loyal  people.  All  property  purchased, 
captured,  or  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  troops  must  be  duly  ac- 
counted for,  whether  paid  for  or  not,  and  vouchers  given  when  pay  is 
not,  such  vouchers  to  be  settled  hereafter  as  the  Government  may  direct. 


Some  matters  of  detail  omitted. 
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Necessary  supplies  which  cannot  be  obtained  in  the  country  will  be 
drawn  from  DevalFs  Bluff  or  other  more  convenient  depot.  If  it  be 
found  impracticable  to  draw  supplies  from  any  depot,  the  rations  will 
be  reduced  to  such  as  can  be  obtained  in  the  country. 

You  will  communicate  with  Major-General  Steele,  or  other  officer  who 
may  be  in  command  at  Little  Eock,  so  as  to  keep  him  advised  of  every- 
thing of  public  interest  and  receive  his  co-operation  in  case  of  necessity. 

You  will  make  frequent  detailed  reports  of  all  your  operations  to  these 
headquarters. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General, 

[InclosTire.] 

Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  327.  ' ( Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  30, 1863. 

I.  The  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri  is  united  to  and  will  hereafter 
form  part  of  the  District  of  Saint  Louis.  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk  will 
relieve  Col.  E.  E.  Livingston,  First  Nebraska  Cavalry,  in  command  of 
the  District  of  Saint  Louis. 

II.  Col.  E.  E.  Livingston  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  District 
of  Northeastern  Arkansas,  with  headquarters  at  Batesville.  The  limits 
of  this  district  will  for  the  present  be  left  undefined.  It  will  embrace 
all  of  Northeastern  Arkansas  not  occupied  by  the  troops  under  command 
of  Major-General  Steele. 

The  First  Nebraska  Cavalry,  the  battalion  of  the  Eleventh  Missouri 
Cavalry  now  at  Eolla,  and  one  section  of  Battery  D,  Second  Missouri 
Artillery,  are  assigned  to  Colonel  Livingston’s  command.  With  these 
troops.  Colonel  Livingston  will  march  from  Eolla  as  soon  as  practicable, 
and  proceed  to  carry  out  instructions  furnished  him  herewith. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield l 

OLIVEE  D.  GEEENE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Saint  Louis, 

No.  47.  f Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  30,  1863. 

The  undersigned,  having  been  ordered  to  assume  a command  in  the 
field,  relinquishes  the  district  to  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk. 

In  parting  from  my  comrades,  I deem  it  my  duty  to  state  that,  during 
my  miui^ration  of  affairs  in  this  district,  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
command  i)erformed  their  respective  duties  in  a most  energetic  and 
praiseworthy  manner,  and  I tender  them  my  warmest  thanks  for  their 
hearty  co-operation. 

To  the  staff  officers  of  the  district  I am  indebted  for  the  zeal,  ability, 
and  fidelity  with  which  they  discharged  the  duties  of  their  respective 
departments. 

For  the  faithful  discharge  of  every  duty  assigned  them,  and  the  sol- 
dierly conduct  of  the  Enrolled  Militia  of  the  district,  who  were  called 
out  upon  an  emergency,  and  who  responded  promptly,  though  at  a 
sacrifice  of  great  personal  interests,  the  officers  and  men  thereof  have 
my  heartiest  thanks. 

E.  E.  LIVINGSTON, 
Colonel  First  Nebraska  Cavalry. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield 
commanding,  for  November,  1863  ; headquarters  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


Command. 


Department  staff. 

Benton  Barracks 

Schofield  Barracks 

District  of  Saint  Louis 

District  of  Eolla 

District  of  Southwestern  Missouri. 

District  of  Central  Missouri 

District  of  Northern  Missouri 

District  of  the  Border. . ; 

District  of  the  Frontier 

District  of  Nebraska 

District  of  Colorado 

Army  of  Arkansas 

Military  prison  at  Alton 

Total 


Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Aggregate  last  re- 

turn. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Ofiicers. 

Men. 

Heavy. 

Field. 

19 

19 

19 

14 

40 

1, 127 

1,479 

1,  590 

420 

8 

199 

238 

283 

271 

136 

2,  888  • 

4,415 

5,  931 

6,  759 

15 

19 

66 

1,409 

1,883 

2,  373 

2,  269 

8 

160 

4,213 

5,  230 

7,015 

6,  526 

14 

86 

2,  589 

3,112 

3,  669 

3,  284 

8 

33 

698 

862 

949 

934 

124 

3,  261 

3,  936 

5, 167 

5,113 

13 

7 

212 

5,628 

7,  220 

9,260 

9, 184 

18 

34 

645 

795 

908 

721 

4 

57 

1,  072 

1,445 

1,  870 

1,597 

18 

623 

10, 149 

14,  017 

21,  329 

23,  845 

51 

31 

480 

700 

733 

733 

1,529 

34, 358 

45, 351 

61, 096 

61, 670 

28 

147 

Camp  Fifteen  Miles  East  of  Doniphan, 

December  1,  1863. 

General  Fisk: 

I arrived  here  last  evening,  and  find,  from  reliable  information,  that 
there  is  no  force  at  Doniphan,  nor  has  there  been.  I have  reliable  in- 
formation, however,  of  a squad  of  rebels,  numbering  90,  supposed  to  be 
in  command  of  Keves  and  Sickles.  They  had  a dismounted  howitzer 
with  them,  carrying  it  in  an  ambulance.  They  were  seen  30  miles  west 
of  Poplar  Bluff,  making  for  Ash  Hill  Wednesday  night,  to  concentrate, 
day  before  yesterday,  at  n-bout  10  a.  m.  I shall  start  for  the  Ash  Hill 
in  a few  minutes,  and  shall  reach  there  to-night. 

SAML.  MONTGOMEET, 
Major, 


Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  December  1, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

The  train  General  Blunt  brought  through  from  Fort  Scott  is  here — 
248  [wagons],  by  this  morning’s  report.  All  not  repairing  are  in  use 
collecting  wheat  and  corn  for  grinding,  carrying  stores  to  troops  in  the 
field,  or  collecting  forage.  The  post  quartermaster  has  60  more  wagons 
in  forage  and  feed  business.  1 have  sent  no  train  to  Little  Kock,  because 
I have  neither  been  able  to  get  wagons  from  the  quartermaster  nor  sup- 
ply mounted  guard.  There  is  a train  within  80  miles,  on  the  Line  road, 
which,  when  it  arrives,  I expect  to  have  transportation  so  that  I can 
draw  on  Little  Eock  for  supplies.  The  Fourteenth  Kansas  Cavalry  are 
with  it.  The  train  to  Little  Eock  should  start  each  month,  and  be  200 
wagons,  each  with  a strong  guard.  We  make  no  requisition  on  Fort 
Scott,  but  have  on  Springfield.  I did  not  report  on  McDonald  stock, 
as  the  provost-marshal  found  it  only  an  ordinary  stock  of  merchandise. 
My  personal  observations  confirm  this  report.  The  ostensible  parties 
are  McDonald  and  Brooks.  General  Blunt  has  not  returned  to  Fort 
Leavenworth.  He  is  acting  under  authority  of  the  War  Department 
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as  commissioner  to  raise  the  Eleventli  Regiment  Colored  Troops.  He 
asked  my  aid  in  that  capacity.  Desirous  to  facilitate  the  service,  and 
with  respect  to  his  rank,  I have  assigned  him  an  office  and  such  assist- 
ance as  hfe  duty  requires.  By  General  Blunt’s  train  we  received  100,000 
rations,  without  flour  and  little  hard  bread.  By  the  coming  train  we 
will  have  as  much  more,  with  20,000  rations  of  hard  bread.  The  supply 
by  each  train  is  badly  wanted. 

JOHN  McNEIL, 
Brigadier -General^  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  December  2, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Milwaukee : 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Brig.  Gen.  B.  S.  Roberts  is  re- 
lieved from  all  command  in  the  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  December  2, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  Sanborn,  Springfield^  Mo. : 

General  McNeil  telegraphs  that  the  enemy,  in  force,  are  apparently 
approaching  Fort  Smith.  McNeil  needs  re  enforcements,  especially 
artillery.  If  you  can  possibly  spare  any  troops,  move  them  in  that 
direction,  with  orders  to  communicate  with  General  McNeil,  and  to  join 
him  if  he  requires  them.  He  also  needs  ammunition  for  small-arms. 
See  if  vou  can  supply  him  from  Springfield. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield^  Mo..,  December  2,  1863. 

Colonel  Catherwood, 

Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia^  Comdg.  Arkansas  Expedition : 
Colonel:  I desire  to  send  some  forces  to  or  toward  Fort  Smith  at 
once.  You  will,  therefore,  return  to  this  point  with  as  little  delay  as 
I)ossible,  unless  you  have  a prospect  of  accomplishing  a good  deal  in  a 
very  short  time  by  remaining  out.  You  will  communicate  by  the  bearer 
where  you  are  and  what  information  you  have,  and  when  and  by  what 
route  I may  expect  you  into  Springfield.  Nothing  of  importance  here. 
Very  respectfully,  vours,  &c., 

JOHN  B.  SANBORN, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield.,  Mo..,  December  2,  1863. 

Colonel  Harrison, 

Commanding  at  Fayetteville : 

Colonel:  General  McNeil  telegraphs  that  the  enemy,  in  force,  is  ap- 
parently approaching  Fort  Smith,  and  that  he  needs  re-enforcements. 
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You  will  report  to  him  two  sectious  of  your  artillery  and  one-half  of 
your  effective  cavalry  force,  ready  to  move  to  his  support  at  a moment’s 
notice,  and  upon  orders  from  him  direct  to  you.  I will  send  through  an 
ammunition  train  to-day  with  a large  escort,  which  will  be  ordered  to 
remain  at  Fayetteville  until  orders  from  you,  until  your  force  returns,  if 
it  should  be  ordered  away  by  General  McNeil  (viz,  the  force  ordered  to 
be  held  in  readiness  to  march).  If  there  is  immediate  need  of  strength- 
ening Fayetteville,  you  will  communicate  it,  and  I will  order  force  from 
Cassvllle  at  once. 

JOHN  B.  SANBOEN, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Patterson,  Mo.,  December  3,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk: 

All  is  quiet  below.  I can  hear  of  no  force  whatever,  except  what  was 
at  Bloomfield.  *1  have  heard  of  a small  bunch  or  two  of  guerrillas.  My 
men  are  after  them.  I will  keep  them  hot.  Nothing  from  Montgomery. 

W.  T.  LEEPEE, 
Captain^  Commanding  Post. 


Washington,  December  3, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  Milwaukee : 

Please  report  whether  the  site  for  a military  post  on  Eed  Eiver  has 
been  determined  on,  and  whether  any  steps  have  been  taken  for  its  con- 
struction. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 


Milwaukee,  December  3,  1863. 

Major-General  Halleck: 

It  has  been  determined  to  establish  the  post  at  Devil’s  Lake,  but  it 
cannot  be  done  till  spring.  Hatch’s  battalion  of  cavalry  winters  near 
Pembina.  Abercrombie  will  be  moved  northwest  to  James  Eiver  in 
spring.  Appropriations  for  posts  on  that  frontier  unnecessary  ; troops 
can  build  for  themselves  temporary  barracks.  Full  details  by  mail. 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee j TFi^.,  December  4,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in- Chief.,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

General  : I sent  a telegram  yesterday  in  reply  to  yours  of  same 
date  asking  if  a site  for  the  military  post  on  the  Eed  Eiyer  of  the  North, 
for  which  an  appropriation  has  been  made,  had  1)6011  selected,  and  if 
any  steps  had  been  taken  for.  its  construction.  That  you  may  under- 
stand my  purposes  fully,  I submit  respectfully  the  following  statement: 

The  campaign  of  this  summer  has  pushed  the  Sioux  Indians  far 
beyond  the  Eed  Eiver  Valley,  and  all  of  the  tribes  north  and  east  of 
the  Missouri  Eiver,  after  tbeir  severe  punishment,  are  suing  for  peace. 
It  is  my  purpose  early  in  the  spring  to  establish  a post  on  Devil’s  Lake, 
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which  will  be  occupied  by  the  four  mounted  companies  of  Hatch’s  bat- 
talion and  two  or  three  companies  of  infantry,  and  to  push  Fort  Aber- 
crombie due  west,  or  nearly  so,  to  the  James  Eiver,  on  the  Upper 
Cheyenne.  These  two  posts,  with  one  on  the  Missouri  Eiver  (Fort 
Pierre),  will  form  a chain  of  posts  from  Devil’s  Lake  to  the  Missouri 
Eiver,  to  the  northwest  of  which  the  Sioux  tribes  east  and  north  of  the 
Missouri  will  be  pushed.  This  line  of  posts  completely  covers  the  whole 
valley  of  the  Eed  Eiver  from  the  Sioux  Indians,  and  at  a great  distance 
from  settlements.  The  posts  will  be  supplied  by  way  of  the  Missouri 
Eiver,  with  much  shorter  land  transportation  than  is  now  necessary 
to  Fort  Abercrombie,  and  they  will  to  a great  extent  be  separated  from 
connection  with  Minnesota. 

On  the  east  side  of  Eed  Eiver  there  are  only  Chippewa  Indians,  who 
have  always  been  peaceful,  and,  thus  separated  from  other  Indian  tribes, 
are  likely  to  remain  so  always.  Their  number  is  not  large,  and  very  re- 
cently a treaty  has  been  made  with  them  by  Governor  Eamsey,  of  Min- 
nesota, which  yields  up  to  the  United  States  the  whole  valley  of  the 
Lower  Eed  Eiver  for  many  miles  on  each  side  of  the  river. 

For  the  winter,  Fort  Abercrombie,  on  the  Eed  Eiver,  with  a very  suffi- 
cient garrison,  will  be  kept  up,  and  Hatch’s  battalion  will  winter  at 
Pembina.  There  is  not  the  slightest  possibility  of  any  danger  from  In- 
dians this  winter  in  the  valley  of  the  Eed  Eiver ; but,  even  if  there  were 
danger,  the  forces  designated  are  fully  sufficient. 

I do  not  consider  it  at  all  advisable  to  expend  a large  sum  of  money 
to  build  a post  on  the  Eed  Eiver.  It  is  not  needed,  nor  likely  to  be. 
ileither  do  I consider  it  advisable  anywhere  on  this  frontier  to  make 
appropriations  or  to  expend  any  considerable  amounts  for  building 
posts.  In  the  nature  of  things,  such  posts  are  temporary  stations  of 
troops,  constantly  changed  and  pushed  farther  to  the  west,  either  by 
the  advance  of  white  settlements  or  the  withdrawal  of  the  Indians  as 
the  game  grows  scarce  by  the  establishment  of  posts.  Tbe  troops  can 
in  all  cases  build  such  temporary  barracks  as  they  need,  and  can  be,  as 
they  have  been,  made  entirely  comfortable.  The  length  of  time  these 
posts  are  occupied  is  so  short  that  it  would  be  a waste  of  money  to  put 
up  buildings  of  an  expensive  and  permanent  character.  If  I find  it 
necessary,  I will  use  a part  of  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  post  on  Eed 
Eiver  in  the  construction  of  the  post  of  Devil’s  Lake,  which  will  much 
better  cover  and  protect  the  valley  and  navigation  of  the  river  than  any 
post  on  the  river  itself.  If  the  Ghippewas  on  the  east  side  of  the  river 
become  troublesome  (they  are  not  the  least  likely  to  go  to  war),  I can 
very  readily  send  troops  to  occupy  a temporary  post  at  a proper  point 
on  the  river,  or,  better  still,  among  the  Indians  in  their  own  country. 

Unless,  therefore,  there  are  reasons  not  connected  with  Indian  affairs, 
and  of  which  I know  nothing,  I would  respectfully  advise  that  the  money 
for  the  post  on  Eed  Eiver  be  not  at  present  expended. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


. General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Northwest, 

No.  45.  ) 31ilwau1cee,  Wis.,  Gecemher  4,  18C3. 

I.  All  general  orders  from  these  headquarters,  constituting  the  mili- 
tary districts  of  Iowa  and  Dakota,  are  hereby  revoked. 

II.  The  District  of  Iowa  is  hereby  constituted  to  include  the  State  of 
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Iowa  and  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen. 
Alfred  Sully,  with  headquarters,  for  the  winter,  at  Davenport,  Iowa. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Pope : 

J.  F.  MELINE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis j December  5, 1863. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  TTar,  Washington,  D.  G. : 


Sir  : The  people  of  Arkansas,  especially  in  the  western  portion  of 
the  State,  are  manifesting  a very  general  disposition  to  return  to  their 
allegiance.  Indeed,  as  you  are  aware,  many  of  them  have  always  main- 
tained their  fidelity  as  far  as  it  has  been  in  their  power  to  do  so.  They 
now  seem  anxious  to  organize  a loyal  State  government  and  elect  mem- 
bers to  Congress.  Application  has  recently  been  made  to  me  for  an 
order  calling  an  election  for  Representative  in  the  Van  Bureu  district. 
I have  not  encouraged  the  proposition  to  hold  an  election  at  this  time  for 
two  reasons  : First,  because  I do  not  think  the  State  is  yet  in  a fit  con- 
dition to  hold  an  election,  and,  second,  because  I am  in  doubt  as  to  what 
policy  the  Government  desires  to  be  pursued,  if,  indeed,  any  general  rule 
can  be  adopted  for  States  which  must  differ  widely  in  the  temper  and 
spirit  of  the  people,  even  after  armed  rebellion  within  their  limits  is 
subdued.  Whatever  is  to  be  done  hereafter,  and  in  other  States,  I have 
thought  it  advisable  for  the  present  simply  to  organize  the  loyal  people 
of  Arkansas  in  a military  way,  so  as  to  give  them  strength,  develop  their 
numbers,  cause  them  to  pledge  themselves  to  each  other  and  to  the 
Government,  and  enable  them  to  maintain  their  fidelity,  and  to  protect 
themselves  after  they  have  avowed  their  allegiance.  This  can  be  ac- 
complished by  the  organization  of  Union  clubs  throughout  the  State, 
with  a central  club  at  Little  Rock,  to  which  all  shall  report,  and  through 
which  I can  learn  the  strength  of  the  loyal  sentiment  in  all  parts  of 
the  State.  This  organization  can  only  be  effected  so  fast  as  military 
protection  can  be  given.  I propose  to  give  this  protection  as  fast  as 
practicable,  without  interfering  with  the  operations  against  the  enemy^s 
main  force,  by  the  organization  of  Arkansas  volunteers  and  by  arming 
the  loyal  men  who  remain  at  home  and  organizing  them  as  Home 
Guards.  This  latter  organization  can  at  present  be  effected  with  safety 
only  north  of  the  Arkansas  River.  The  country  south  of  that  river  is 
yet  too  much  exposed  to  guerrilla  raids  to  justify  the  arming  of  the 
people.  So  far  as  I can  judge  from  the  evidence  heretofore  received, 
the  feeling  of  the  people,  especially  in  Western  Arkansas,  is  very  gen- 
erally in  favor  of  freedom  as  a fundamental  principle  in  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  their  State  government.  I believe  at  the  proper  time,  and  that 
not  very  distant,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  securing  an  amendment 
to  their  State  constitution  prohibiting  slavery  forever.  This  feeling  is 
rapidly  increasing,  and,  in  my  opinion,  no  harm,  or,  at  least,  more  good 
than  harm,  will  result  in  permitting  it  to  grow  under  the  potent  influ- 
ence of  a purely  military  government  for  some  time  to  come.  If  I may 
be  permitted  to  volunteer  a suggestion  in  such  matters,  I would  not 
recommend  any  attempt  at  the  organization  of  a State  government  or 
representation  in  Congress  until,  by  the  method  I have  suggested,  or 
some  other,  the  strength  of  the*  loyal  sentiment  be  ascertained  and  also 
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the  temper  of  the  people  on  the  question  of  slavery.  At  the  risk  of 
anticipating  the  development  of  the  policy  of  the  administration  on  this 
subject,  I will  venture  the  opinion  that  the  State  of  Arkansas  should 
be  permitted  to  return  to  the  enjoyment  of  her  full  rights  and  privileges 
as  a State  in  the  Union  when  she  is  prepared  to  do  so  as  a free  State, 
and  not  sooner.  I express  this  opinion  simply  with  reference  to  Arkan- 
sas, not  presuming  to  judge  of  other  States  not  in  my  department. 

I would  be  glad,  Mr.  Secretary,  to  receive  any  instructions  you  may 
be  pleased  to  give  me  on  this  subject.  If  intrusted  with  the  execution 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  this  matter,  I will  devote  my  utmost 
efforts  to  secure  the  desired  results. 

The  greatly  improved  condition  of  Missouri  and  Kansas  will  soon 
enable  me  to  leave  them  to  the  care  of  subordinate  commanders,  while 
the  proposed  advance  of  Major-General  Steele^s  column  to  the  Eed  Eiver, 
or,  perhaps,  into  Texas,  will  leave  Arkansas  in  a fit  condition  for  the 
gradual,  but  I believe  speedy,  development  of  a loyal  civil  government. 

If  you  approve  my  suggestions,  or  give  me  other  instructions,  I pro- 
pose to  visit  Little  Eock  and  other  places  in  Arkansas  during  the 
present  winter,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  policy  which  may  be 
adopted. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Troops  on  the  Border, 

Trading  Post,  Kans.,  December  5,  1863. 

M.  Hadley, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  the  Border^: 


Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I have  just  returned  from  a 
scout  in  Bates  County,  Missouri,  having  been  absent  seven  days.  I 
find  a small  gang  of  bushwhackers  on  the  Osage  Eiver,  below  Tappens- 
ville  [Papin sville?],  in  number  about  28.  They  are  the  old  gang  of 
Marchbanks’  company.  It  is  their  intention  to  winter  in  Bates  County, 
if  possible.  ' They  scatter  when  approached,  but  I think  they  can  be 
trapped.  I start  another  scout  after  them  to-morrow. 

I find  quite  a number  of  families  living  in  Bates,  on  the  eastern  line, 
who  have  returned  from  Henry  County  on  written  and  verbal  permits 
from  the  militia  of  Henry  County.  I have  ordered  them  all  out  of  the 
district  again,  but  think  some  of  them  will  have  to  be  hauled  out  before 
they  go.  In  regard  to  the  resettlement  of  Bates  and  Yernon  Counties, 
I think  two  settlements  can  be  made  on  the  eastern  side,  one  on  Deep 
Waters  and  one  on  Panther  Creek.  I have  some  doubts,  however, 
about  30  men  at  each  place  being  able  to  prove  their  loyalty  and  comply 
with  General  Orders,  Ko.  20.  I find  also  several  men  gathering  up  hogs 
in  the  eastern  part  of  Bates  County,  who  have  passes  from  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Clinton,  by  authority  of  the  general  commanding 
District  of  the  Border. 

The  country  is  very  much  devastated  by  prairie  fires,  many  good 
farms  being  destroyed,  and  the  loss  seems  to  have  fallen  heavier  on  the 
loyal  than  disloyal. 

I saw  and  conversed  with  some  of  the  best  and  most  reliable  Union 
men  (now  in  Henry  County),  formerly  of  Bates,  who  intend  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  privileges  of  Orders,  Ko.  20,  as  soon  as  they  find 
that  enough  will  attempt  it  to  make  it  safe. 
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There  have  been  no  applications  here  for  permits  to  settle  on  the  west- 
ern side  of  Bates  or  Yernon  Counties.  About  100  negroes  arrived  here 
last  night  from  Missouri  5 the  most  of  the  men  will  enlist. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  LYNDE, 

Colonel  Ninth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis j ilfo.,  Beeember  6,  1863. 


Col.  R.  R.  Livingston, 

Comdg.  District  of  Northeastern  Arlcansas^  Eolla,  Mo. : 


My  information  from  your  district  locates  McRae  at  Smithville,  Ark., 
with  about  1,800  Confederate  rascals.  You  will  probably  demoralize 
him  somewhat  within  a few  days.  The  carnage  at  Bloomfield  has  ceased  j 
dead  are  buried,  and  wounded  properly  cared  for. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Department  oe  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  December  7,  1863. 

General  Ered.  Steele: 

General  : General  McNeil  informs  me  that  it  will  be  difficult  for 
him  to  furnish  escort  for  his  trains  from  Fort  Smith  to  Little  Rock  with- 
out leaving  his  force  too  weak  for  defense.  Perhaps  you  may  be  able 
to  assist  him  by  furnishing  escort  for  his  trains  a part  of  the  way — say, 
from  Little  Rock  to  Dardanelle,  thus  leaving  the  force  sent  out  by  him 
near  enough  to  be  called  in  in  case  of  danger.  Please  do  so,  if  you  can. 
Also,  if  you  have  transportation  not  otherwise  employed,  I would  be 
glad  if  you  would  send  a .train  of  commissary  stores  to  Fort  Smith. 
McNeiPs  transportation  is  hardly  sufficient.  When  the  river  rises,  I 
want  to  send  up  supplies  enough  to  last  several  months.  I will  start  a 
boat  from  here  as  soon  as  I learn  that  the  river  is  high  enough.  If  you 
can  send  one  from  Little  Rock,  do  so  on  the  first  rise  of  the  river.  I 
have  heard  nothing  further  of  Banks’  movements,  except  newspaper 
reports,  which  indicate  that  Franklin  has  returned  down  the  river.  If 
this  is  true,  it  will,  of  course,  force  you  to  remain  on  the  Arkansas. 

In  one  of  your  late  letters  you  ask  if  there  is  any  authority  to  con- 
script negroes.  I am  not  aware  of  any  such  authority,  except  the  gen- 
eral law  of  military  necessity.  Whether  such  necessity  exists  in  Ar- 
kansas, you  alone  are  the  judge.  The  administration  desires  to  enlist 
all  the  negro  troops  that  can  be  obtained,  but,  as  I understand,  by  vol- 
untary enlistment  only.  You  ask  also,  ‘‘Am  I in  two  departments'?” 
This  I can’t  answer.  The  authority  given  to  General  Grant  a year  ago 
“to  assume  command  of  any  troops  in  Arkansas  within  reach  of  his 
orders  ” still  exists.  So  I suppose  he  may  at  any  time  send  you  an 
order,  if  he  chooses  to  do  so.  Some  time  ago  I wrote  to  General  Hal- 
leck  asking  for  a more  definite  division  of  departments.  He  said  it  was 
not  practicable  at  that  time. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqrs.  Seventh  Sub-Dist.,  Central  Dist.  of  Missouri, 

Clinton,  Mo.,  December  9,  1863. 

Capt.  James  H.  Steger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  District  of  Central  Missouri : 

Captain  ; I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  Special 
Orders,  No.  237,  dated  Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri,  De- 
cember 4,  1863,  I arrived  at  this  place  yesterday,  and  have  assumed 
command  of  all  troops  serving  in  the  sub-district.  I have  ordered  all 
troops  from  Kansas  found  in  the  district,  unless  with  undoubted 
authority,  to  be  arrested  and  sent  to  these  headquarters  for  investiga- 
tion as  to  their  authority  for  being  here.  I will,  as  early  as  possible, 
report  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  depredations  committed  by 
Kansas  troops. 

Very  respectfully, 

B.  F.  LAZEAE, 

Lieut.  Col.  First  3Iissouri  State  Militia  Cavalry^  Commanding. 


Patterson,  Mo.,  December  9, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Fisk: 

Nothing  new.  My  men  have  got  in  again ; they  killed  a very  bad  jay- 
hawker  and  a deserter  from  the  United  States  Army.  This  is  three  in 
the  last  two  days,  and  we  are  still  after  them,  and  will  get  more  of  them 
to-day  or  to-morrow,  I think. 

W.  T.  LEEPEE, 

Captain. 


Patterson,  Mo.,  December  9, 1863. 

General  Fisk: 

I have  information,  I think  reliable,  that  Eeves’  old  company  have  re- 
turned from  Price.  This  gives  him  about  56  more.  He  sent  up  two  of 
his  men  yesterday  to  ascertain  my  strength;  I have  sent  after  them. 
This  will  give  Eeves  and  Cunningham  about  150  men,  and  Crandall  400, 
making  in  all  about  550.  I have  for  duty,  when  all  together,  about  150 
men.  I can  whip  them  if  they  come,  unless  I have  too  many  of  my 
men  south. 

W.  T.  LEEPEE, 

Captain. 


Patterson,  Mo.,  December  9, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk, 

Commanding  Saint  Louis  District : 

Sir  : Since  I have  been  down  here,  a gang  of  guerrillas  have  been 
most  of  the  time  on  Big  Creek,  some  15  miles  above  here.  We  killed 
one  shortly  after  we  came  here.  I have  had  men  after  them  now  for 
several  days.  On  yesterday  they  came  up  with  three  of  them,  on  Black 
Eiver,  in  the  lower  part  of  Eeynolds  County.  They'killed  two  of  them 
and  wounded  the  third  one,  but  the  wounded  man  got  away  from  them. 
I had  six  men  out.  There  are  only  two  of  the  gang  left.  I have  men 
after  them,  and  I think  they  will  get  them  also.  I have  then  a few  more 
to  gobble  up.  The  late  expedition  below  did  not  amount  to  much.  I 
do  not  see  why  j we  will  never  have  a better  chance  at  them  than  we 
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then  had.  I cannot  see  why  the  rebels  were  allowed  to  stay  twelve  or 
fourteen  hours  within  3 miles  of  them,  and  then  move  oft,  and  cross  the 
Saint  Francis  Ei  ver  unmolested.  I cannot  see  why  this  was  done.  Every- 
thing went  on  right  j the  moves  were  rapid,  and  the  connection  fine  until 
Bloomfield  was  reached  5 then  the  thing  appeared  to  move  badly.  I 
cannot  see  why  the  commanding  officer  should  stay  at  Bloomfield  and 
his  command  go  to  Chalk  Bluff,  45  miles  distant.  General,  you  have 
tried  hard  to  get  these  rascals,  but  somehow  the  thing  stops  when  ac- 
tivity should  begin.  I cannot  tell  why.  It  all  may  be  strategy,  but  such 
strategy  will  never  destroy  the  rebels  in  Southeastern  Missouri.  General, 
you  have  tried  harder  to  put  down  marauders  in  Southeastern  Missouri 
than  has  ever  been  done  by  any  commander  with  the  means  you  had  at 
command,  but  your  plans  have  not  been  pushed  forward  by  others  with 
the  energy  and  promptness  they  should  have  been.  This  is  what  I 
think  about  matters,  and  you  know  we  always  talk  plainly  about  these 
matters.  I will  be  off  in  a few  days  5 I am  determined  to  destroy  the 
powder-mills  on  Eleven  Point  Eiver,  and  I think  I will  get  several  jay- 
hawkers  in  my  rounds.  I am  not  strong  enough  here  to  go  to  Pocahon- 
tas now.  We  have  heard  that  Colonel  Livingston  is  to  pass  through 
here  with  a brigade  of  United  States  soldiers  of  African  descent.  I 
would  be  very  glad  to  see  this.  I want  to  make  a flank  movement  with 
him,  if  he  should  come.  I would  be  greatly  pleased  to  see  the  Southern 
chivalry  subjugated  by  the  African.  We  are  drilling  every  day.  We 
have  our  quarters  well  fixed  up,  and  stables  for  nearly  all  of  our  horses. 
We  are  doing  finely  now,  and  will  do  so,  if  you  and  the  rebels  will  allow 
us  to  stay  here. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  LEEPEE, 
Cajptainj  Commanding  Post. 


Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  Pecemher  9, 1863. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War 

Sir  : A sense  of  justice  to  myself,  as  well  as  duty  to  the  Government, 
prompts  me  to  address  you  directly  in  reference  to  my  present  position. 
About  the  last  of  October,  when  upon  the  eve  of  leaving  Fort  Scott  for 
this  place,  I received  General  Orders,  Uo.  118,  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri, copy  of  which  I inclose.*  This  order  made  it  imperative  that  I 
should  be  relieved  at  Fort  Smith,  and,  having  no  means  of  communica- 
tion, with  General  McEeil,  I therefore  moved  immediately  to  this  place, 
with  a large  supply  train  and  all  the  available  troops  at  Fort  Scott,  con- 
tinuing to  exercise  the  command  of  the  District  of  the  Frontier  until  I 
should  be  relieved  by  my  successor  at  the  place  designated  in  this  order. 
On  my  arrival  here,  I found  that  General  McNeil  had  assumed  command 
seven  days  previous  to  my  arrival,  and  while  I have  acquiesced  in  this 
action,  yet  I have  never  formally  relinquished  the  command.  There  is 
no  difficulty  or  misunderstanding,  however,  between  myself  and  General 
McNeil.  On  the  contrary,  there  being  much  dissatisfaction  manifested 
throughout  the  Army  of  the  Frontier  at  the  action  of  the  department 
commander,  I have  availed  myself  of  every  opportunity  to  inspire  it 
with  confidence  in  my  successor  and  strengthen  his  hands  for  usefulness. 

Upon  my  arrival  here  I received  your  letter  of  the  3()th  of  October, 
authorizing  me  to  organize  the  Eleventh  Eegirnent  United  States  Col- 
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ored  Troops,  and  that  regiment  being  so  far  advanced  in  its  organization 
that  my  i)resence  here  is  no  longer  necessary  for  that  purpose,  I await 
the  orders  of  the  War  Department  to  assign  me  to  other  duties.  It  is 
my  wish  to  have  a field  for  active  service,  if  the  Government  has  any 
use  for  me;  if  not,  I desire  to  resign  my  position  in  the  army,  one  which 
I have  never  sought  or  asked  for.  I deem  it  my  duty  to  say  that  I shall 
not  report  to  General  Schofield  by  letter  from  Leavenworth  City,  as  di- 
rected in  his  Orders,  No.  118,  or  hold  any  further  intercourse  or  commu- 
nication with  him,  except  to  prefer  charges  against  him  for  incompetency 
and  cowardice  in  connection  with  his  military  operations  in  the  South- 
west a year  ago.  In  determining  upon  this  course  of  action,  I disclaim 
any  intention  to  manifest  a spirit  of  insubordination  toward  my  supe- 
riors ; I cannot  acknowledge  General  Schofield  as  my  superior  officer 
until  he  is  a major-general.  I think  the  President  simply  made  a mis- 
take when,  under  the  act  of  Congress  authorizing  him  to  assign  officers 
of  the  same  grade  to  command  in  the  same  field  or  department  without 
regard  to  seniority  of  rank,”  he  assigned  a bTigadier-general  to  com- 
mand major-generals.  I have  never  been  disposed  to  be  factious  upon 
a simple  question  of  rank,  affecting  myself,  when  the  interest  of  the 
country,  which  should  always  be  jjaramount  to  all  personal  considera- 
tion, required  an  acquiescence  in  what  might  appear  unjust  in  itself. 
Had  the  President  seen  proper  to  assign  to  the  command  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Missouri  a man  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  who  was  a 
true  soldier  and  a gentleman  in  his  official  intercourse,  I should  not  have 
demurred,  but  would  have  cheerfully  obeyed  his  orders  and  co-operated 
with  him  in  advancing  the  interest  of  the  Government.  But  my  own 
sense  of  manhood  and  self-respect,  as  well  as  a just  regard  for  the  repu- 
tation of  the  soldiers  who  have  been  under  my  command,  will  not  longer 
permit  me  to  submit  to  the  outrages  of  a man  not  my  superior,  who, 
when  the  truth  of  history  shall  be  vindicated,  will  be  proven  unworthy 
the  trust  the  Government  has  committed  to  him. 

It  was  not  sufficient  for  him  (Schofield)  to  abandon  his  command  in 
the  face  of  the  enemy  in  the  fall  of  1862,  but,  after  I had  labored  under 
every  disadvantage  to  save  their  reputation,  and  had  succeeded  in  mak- 
ing a successful  campaign,  successively  defeating  and  destroying  a rebel 
force  three  times  my  number,  he  returned  to  the  field  only  to  commence 
an  unjustifiable  and  wanton  crusade  against  me,  personally,  for  no  other 
reason  that  lean  conceive  than  because  I punished  traitors;  and,  further- 
more, when,  through  some  strange  influence,  difficult  to  be  understood 
by  the  true  friends  of  the  Government  and  administration,  he  is  placed 
in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  he  continues  to  pursue 
his  malignity  by  endeavoring  to  have  the  small  command  under  me  upon 
the  Arkansas  Kiver  destroyed  and  cut  to  pieces  while  struggling  with 
an  enemy  three  times  their  number,  and  for  no  other  reason  than  to 
justify  his  personal  hatred  toward  me,  while  at  the  same  time  he  sends 
his  smelling  committees  into  my  camj)  as  spies  upon  my  actions,  while 
with  all  the  available  force  of  my  command  1 was  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  although  prostrated  by  sickness  as  well  as  being  in  the  face  of 
the  enemy,  and  at  the  risk  of  my  life  from  disease,  prosecuting  the  only 
active  military  operations  in  his  department.  A majority  of  these  smell- 
ing gentlemen  were  drunken  vagabonds,  while  at  least  two  of  the  num- 
ber are  known  to  have  received  bribes  while  in  the  discharge  of  their 
official  duties.  Their  slanders  ui^on  the  Army  of  the  Frontier,  gotten 
up  in  pursuance  of  the  preconcerted  programme  at  Saint  Louis,  receive, 
as  they  merit,  the  just  contempt  of  every  soldier  composing  it. 

My  time  has  been  hitherto  too  much  occupied  with  the  armed  enemies 
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of  the  Government  in  front  of  me  to  give  any  attention  to  personal 
enemies  and  traducers  in  my  rear,  who,  having  never  been  themselves 
in  hearing  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  devote  their  energies  to  secret  plottings 
against  me  to  distract  public  attention  from  their  own  shortcomings. 
Among  this  class  General  Schofield  has  been  the  most  conspicuous ; and 
being  now,  for  the  first  time  since  I entered  the  service,  temporarily  re- 
lieved from  duty,  I intend  that  the  country  shall  have  the  benefit  of  his 
true  military  record,  with  which  I claim  to  be  quite  familiar  since  he 
came  out  into  Southwestern  Missouri,  in  the  fall  of  1862,  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier,  and  I shall  be  content  to  leave  to 
impartial  judges  whether  he  is  a hero  or  something  else. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Major-General, 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  December  10, 1863—2.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

General  Steele  informs  me  that  Price  is  again  advancing  toward  Little 
Eock.  Some  of  the  Texas  troops,  lately  at  Shreveport,  are  with  him. 
Is  it  true  that  General  Banks’  force  has  retired  down  Eed  Eiver  ? If  so, 
Steele  will  be  much  exposed. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

J^ort  Smith j ArJc.,  December  10,  1863. 

Maj.  Oliver  D.  Greene, 

Asst,  Adjt,  Gen.,  De;pt.  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Sir  : By  direction  of  the  general  commanding,  I have  the  honor  to 
transmit  herewith  copy  of  letter  received  by  flag  of  truce  from  General 
Steele,  commanding  Confederate  forces  Indian  Territory,  and  General 
McNeil’s  reply  to  the  same. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  ANDEESON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[In  closures.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Indian  Territory, 

Near  Doahsville,  December  3,  1863. 

Sir  : I send  in  charge  of  Dr.  Duval,  and  under  the  protection  of  flag 
of  truce,  Mrs.  Waterman,  wife  of  Surgeon  [William  B.]  Waterman,  U. 
S.  Army;  also  Mrs.  Eogers,  whose  friends  reside  in  Fort  Smith,  and 
Miss  Kennedy.  This  party  will  protect  from  robbery  any  families  who 
may  be  permitted  to  return  with  them.  The  prisoners  of  war  in  my 
hands  having  keen  reported  to  the  commander  of  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department,  are  subject  to  his  orders.  The  list  of  prisoners  con- 
fined at  Fort  Smith,  sent  by  the  last  flag,  contains  the  names  of  some 
who  are  known  as  not  belonging  to  the  Confederate  Army,  and  others 
who  are  unknown. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

Fort  Smith j Arlc.,  December  9,  18G3. 

Brig.  Geii.  William  Steele, 

Near  Donlcsville,  Ind.  T. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
under  date  of  the  3d  instant,  hy  flag  of  truce.  Considering  that  it  may 
be  among  the  possibilities  that  you  have  sent  this  flag  and  detail  under 
some  arrangement  with  local  authority,  made  previous  to  my  assuming 
command,  I have  extended  to  them  the  usual  courtesies  due  by  belliger- 
ents to  flags  of  truce  from  the  enemy.  But  I have  entirely  ignored  their 
official  character;  have  placed  them  under  guard,  and  ordered  them  to 
commence  at  9 a.  m.  to-morrow  their  return  beyond  the  Federal  lines. 

I have  the  further  honor  to  suggest  to  you  that  matters  of  family, 
personal,  and  individual  interest  only  are  not  iiroper  subjects  of  inter- 
course by  a flag  of  truce  between  hostile  armies.  Imiiortant  and  neces- 
sary business  communications,  and  such  only  as  may  be  requisite  under 
the  laws  of  civilized  warfare,  and  for  the  interests  of  our  common 
humanity,  can  from  hereafter  be  the  subjects  of  our  correspondence  by 
flags  of  truce.  Any  further  detail  sent  by  you  or  any  other  Confeder- 
ate authority  under  a flag  of  truce,  under  any  iiretext  similar  to  that 
one  on  which  the  flag  of  truce  arrived  to-day,  will  be  detained  and  con- 
sidered a hostile  force  irregularly  within  our  lines. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McNEIL, 
Brigadier- Generalj  Commanding. 


Private.]  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  December  10,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

General  : Everything  seems  to  be  moving  along  regularly  in  this 
district.  General  Blunt  is  still  here,  and  his  immediate  friends  are 
urging  every  efibrt  to  promote  his  interests  and  advancement.  Still, 
all  their  efforts  are  of  a subdued  nature.  We  have  no  more  of  that 
noisy  insolence  so  much  in  vogue  when  General  Blunt  was  first  relieved. 

The  opinion  generally  prevails  that  Blunt  is  hand-in-glove  with  some 
of  the  arm}^  speculators  hereabouts,  but  General  McNeil  tells  me  that 
he  has  failed  to  find  evidence  sufficient  to  warrant  action.  Of  course. 
Blunt  and  his  friends  still  claim  that  ho  is  not  under  your  orders  nor 
subject  to  your  authority ; neither  do  they  fail  to  assault  you  in  every 
conceivable  manner,  but  this  circle  is  rapidly  narrowing  down,  numer- 
ically speaking.  The  “Blunt  circle”  may  be  select;  it  certainly  is  not 
numerous. 

General  McNeil  is  warmly  your  friend,  and  is  working  faithfully  and 
energetically.  I believe  his  administration  will  be  a complete  success. 

General  Blunt  announces  that  he  is  going  to  Kansas  in  “ the  course 
of  time.”  He  holds  that  he  had  to  come  here  to  turn  over  the  command 
to  General  McNeil,  and  also  to  attend  to  his  recruiting  business.  Gen- 
eral McNeil  does  not  think  either  cause  justified  him  in  coming  here; 
neither  does  any  other  sensible  i)erson. 

I will  endeavor  to  let  nothing  of  importance  to  you  escape  my  ob- 
servation along  the  line  of  my  route,  and  on  my  return  will  give  you 
the  benefit  of  my  observation  and  experience.  I hope  to  be  through 
here  the  first  of  next  week,  and  shall  return  by  the  way  of  Fort  Scott, 
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If  1 can  be  of  any  service  to  you  in  other  ways  than  I am  at  present,  1 
hope  yon  will  atlvise  me. 

While  General  McNeil  treats  General  Blunt  Avith  studied  courtesy,  I 
think  he  knows  him  thoroughly,  and  is  watching  him  closely.  Many 
subordinate  matters  I can  talk  to  you  about  on  my  return.  1 must  con- 
gratulate you  on  the  kindness  and  cordiality  I have  invariably  heard 
you  spoken  of,  and  the  earnest  wishes  expressed  for  your  final  triumph 
over  the  embattled  hosts  of  darkness,”  to  all  of  which  do  I most  heart- 
ily cry,  “Amen.” 

Most  truly,  yours, 

CHAMPION  VAUGHAN. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  December  11, 18G3. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis j Mo.: 

General  Banks,  when  last  heard  from,  proposed  to  operate  from  New 
Orleans  toward  Bed  Eiver.  Should  he  do  so,  it  will  assist  General 
Steele;  but,  as  his  plans  have  been  so  often  changed,  it  is  not  safe  to 
rely  upon  them.  You  will,  therefore,  give  General  Steele  all  the  assist- 
ance in  your  power.  I will  also  telegraph  to  General  Grant  to  do  the 
same. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


War  Department, 
Washington^  December  11,  1863. 
Major-General  Grant,  Chattanooga^  Tenn.  : 

General  Steele  reports  that  the  rebel  forces,  under  Price,  and  from 
Texas,  are  advancing  upon  Little  Eock.  It  is  also  reported  that  they 
are  seriously  threatening  West  Tennessee  and  the  Mississippi  EiA^er. 
Admiral  Porter  reports  that  Port  Hudson  is  also  threatened.  Would 
it  not  be  well,  under  these  circumstances,  to  send  back  some  troops  to 
Hurlbut,  so  that  the  troops  detached  from  Steele  and  Schofield  to  West 
Tennessee  may  be  returned,  and  also  to  instruct  General  McPherson 
to  assist,  if  necessary.  General  Banks’  forces  on  the  Lower  Mississippi? 
Eebel  papers  receh'ed  here  indicate  that  an  effort  will  be  made  to  re- 
close the  Mississippi  Eiver  during  the  absence  of  your  army  and  that  of 
General  Banks.'  The  movement  of  the  latter  on  the  Eio  Grande  was 
unexpected,  and  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  Government. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis.,  December  11,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Fred.  STEELE,Liff?eEoc7c,AW{'.: 

GENER4L  :•  Your  letter  of  the  3d  was  received  yesterday.  I tele- 
graphed General  Halleck  its  substance,  and  asked  him  if  Banks’  force 
had  retired  down  the  Eed  Eiver,  as  reported  in  the  news  dispatches.  He 
replies : 

Banks,  when  last  licard  from,  i)roposc<l  to  operate  from  New  Orleans  toward  Red 
River.  Should  he  do  so,  it  will  assist  General  Steele;  hut,  as  his  plaps  have  been 
so  often  changed,  it  is  not  safe  to  rely  upon  them. 
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He  also  directs  me  to  give  you  all  the  assistance  I can,  and  says  he 
will  telegraph  Grant  to  do  the  same.  I am  not  able  to  send  you  much 
force  at  present.  Livingston  started  from  Kolia  yesterday.  I have 
directed  him  to  move  down  and  join  you,  if  you  call  upon  him.  I have 
also  sent  a colored  regiment  to  Helena,  and  will  probably  be  able  to  send 
several  more  before  long.  I will  have  about  two  more  cavalry  regi- 
ments to  spare  in  a short  time,  and  will  send  them  across  the  country. 
I will  write  you  more  fully  soon. 

Verv  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 


Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  December  11, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

My  reconnoitering  party  south  have  just  reported,  as  follows : They 
passed  through  Mount  Ida  the  4th,  finding  nothing  there.  A small 

force  of  rebels  had  been  there  the  day  before.  They  went  via , 

wdthin  6 miles  of  Murfreesborough.  Another  party  went  to  Hot  Springs. 
They  ascertained  that  Marmaduke,  with  a force  of  600  cavalry,  had 
passed  there  a few  hours  ahead  of  them,  giving  out  that  he  intended  to 
attack  Benton,  where  a small  force  of  General  Steele^s  was  stationed. 
Shelby  and  the  rest  of  Marmaduke’s  forces  were  at  Okolona,  on  the 
Washita  Kiver,  and  estimated  at  4,000  men.  Their  transportation  was 
very  poor,  and  their  men  deserting  very  fast.  Colonel  Dorsey  (rebel)  is 
in  the  mountains  between  Benton  and  Hot  Springs,  and  has  400  men. 
A prisoner  from  Marmaduke’s  command  reported  8,000  men  on  the  7th 
at  Okolona.  Price  is  at  Woodlawn,  in  Ouachita  County,  20  miles  west 
of  Camden,  with  6,000  infantry.  Price’s  infantry  are  supposed  to  be 
going  into  winter  quarters,  as  they  are  building  cabins  close  to  Wood- 
Jawn  and  hauling  large  quantities  of  forage.  Kirby  Smith  is  at  Monroe, 
La.,  near  Bed  Kiver.  Cabell  has  gone  to  Texas.  His  transportation  is 
in  tolerable  good  order : rations  scarce,  and  men  poorly  clothed. 

JOHK  McNEIL, 

Brigadier- General. 


Patterson,  Mo.,  December  11,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Sir  : The  citizens  of  Cedar  Creek,  Wayne  County,  Missouri,  discov- 
ered on  the  9th  instant  5 armed  men,  supposed  to  belong  to  the  Hilde- 
brandt  gang.  They  killed  1,  wounded  1,  and  captured  2.  I have  the 
t wo  prisoners.  One  of  them  was  along  when  I was  bushwhacked.  He 
is  a regular  guerrilla.  I know  he  will  get  away,  for  our  men  are  very 
careless  about  prisoners.  They  took  $130  in  Confederate  money  from 
the  man  who  was  killed,  which  I inclose  to  you.  They  report  that 
Keves  is  in  Cherokee  Bay,  with  150  men ; that  Crandall  had  crossed 
Black  Kiver  at  Pocahontas,  going  west.  This  was  after  he  had  been  at 
Bloomfield.  They  also  state  that  we  have  about  1,000  men  at  Jackson- 
port.  I have  men  out  now.  I think  they  will  be  in  to-morrow.  They  will 
be  apt  to  find  somebody.  They  may  say  what  they  xdease  about  my 
company,  I have  the  best  scouting  company  in  this  district.  They  can 
find  and  kill  more  guerrillas  than  any  of  them  (perhaps  their  knowledge 
of  the  country  is  the  cause  of  it).  Guerrillas  have  a hot  time  of  it  here 
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now.  I can  send  out  5 men,  and  in  one  day  they  can  get  15  armed 
citizens  with  them.  I think  the  citizens  will  keep  them  out  from  here 
in  a short  time.  1 let  you  know  everything  that  goes  on  here.  Some 
days  I hear  nothing  from  below,  but  I will  keej)  posted  on  all  matters 
of  the  least  importance.  I am  not  the  least  uneasy  about  them  getting 
the  better  of  me  here,  unless  they  should  happen  to  get  in  on  me  un- 
awares, and  this  I do  not  think  they  can  do.  We  take  all  the  precaution 
to  guard  against  surprise  that  our  force  will  allow,  and  three  minutes 
is  all  the  notice  I want,  unless  I should  have  more  men  out  on  scouts 
than  I would  wish,  but  we  will  try  to  be  ready  to  meet  any  emergency. 

Eespectfully, 

W.  T.  LEEPER, 
Captain^  Commanding  Fast. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Koclc,  Arlc..  December  12,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  31issourij  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General:  Your  letter  in  regard  to  an  advance,  &c.,  and  the  copy  of 
General  Halleck’s  letter  on  the  same  subject  have  been  received.  It  is 
true  that  my  troops  are  scattered,  but  it  would  be  ^ ery  difficult  to  pro- 
tect the  interests  of  the  loyal  citizens,  or  to  recruit  to  any  considerable 
extent  in  Arkansas,  if  they  should  be  more  concentrated.  You  will 
recollect  that  my  disposition  of  the  forces  is  pretty  nearly  the  same  as 
that  recommended  by  yourself  and  the  General-in-Chief.  It  is  very 
difficult  now  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  overrunning  the  State,  and, 
perhaps,  making  incursions  into  Missouri.  Our  existence  depends  upon 
the  railroad  between  here  and  HevalPs  Bluff,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
large  force  employed  to  protect  it,  the  rebels  succeeded  yesterday  in 
tearing  up  the  track,  burning  a culvert,  and  throwing  the  locomotive 
off  the  track.  Fortunately,  no  very  great  damage  was  done. 

If  Pine  Bluff,  Lewisburg,  and  Dardanelle  should  be  abandoned,  it 
would  open  to  the  enemy  the  richest  part  of  the  State  for  supplies,  and 
give  them  a chance  to  burn  an  immense  amount  of  cottoli.  If  the  post 
now  occupied  by  our  troops  can  be  held  until  the  Arkansas  rises  so  as 
to  be  navigable,  this  property  can  be  saved  to  us,  and  the  shipment 
from  the  North  of  flour,  forage,  and  beef  to  a considerable  extent  ren- 
dered unnecessary.  It  will  then  be  impossible  to  advance  across  the 
country  to  Red  River,  on  account  of  bad  roads,  wide  bottoms,  and  im- 
passable streams.  If  we  were  to  advance  now,  it  would  require  our 
whole  force  to  meet  the  enemy,  who  would,  probably,  avoid  an  engage- 
ment, and  when  we  should  get  far  enough  from  our  base,  they  would 
fall  in  behind  us,  and  overrun  the  whole  country,  perhaps,  into  Mis- 
souri. They  are,  probably,  prepared  for  this  very  contingency.  Their 
infantry  is  all  mounted ; they  have  no  foot  soldiers.  They  will  be 
pressed  in  the  rear  by  Banks.  Their  supplies  are  becoming  scarce, 
and  they  will  have  no  other  chance  of  escape.  By  the  time  we  could 
reach  Red  River,  the  roads  behind  us  would  be  impracticable  for  trains, 
and  what  assurance  have  we  that  Washita  and  Red  Rivers  will  not  be 
held  by  the  enemy  in  Louisiana  ? It  is  reported  here  by  people  who 
know  the  facts  that  there  are  fortifications  on  both  rivers.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  there  being  works  at  Shreveport  and  Harrisonburg. 

Colonel  Merrill  has  just  returned  from  making  a reconnaissance  in 
force.  He  reports  the  forces  under  Holmes  about  15,000,  including  con- 
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scripts  and  paroled  prisoners  from  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson.  This 
is  exclusive  of  the  troops  under  Taylor  and  W alker,  in  Louisiana,  and 
those  under  Steele  and  Cooper,  who  attacked  Waldron  a short  time 
since. 

The  redoubt  now  being  constructed  here  by  Captain  Wheeler,  Engi- 
neers, will  be  completed  in  about  a week.  As  soon  as  the  Arkansas 
becomes  navigable,  1 am  credibly  informed  that  the  country  between 
here  and  the  Washita  will  be  impracticable  for  even  horsemen,  Saline 
bottom  being  over .2  miles  wide  and  quicksand.  The  road  between  here 
and  Benton  is  now  very  bad,  and  will  be  entirely  impracticable.  I there- 
fore recommend  that  the  posts  now  occupied  by  our  troops  be  held  by 
the  Arkansas  troops  now  raised  and  being  raised  and  a part  of  our  cav- 
alry, and  that  an  expedition  be  sent  from  here,  by  water,  up  the 
Washita,  to  co-operate  with  Banks’  troops  sent  up  the  Bed.  It  appears 
to  me  that  by  this  plan  we  shall  be  able  to  drive  from  Arkansas  all 
organized  bodies  of  rebels. 

Last  year  the  people  of  Arkansas  were  induced  to  commit  themselves 
to  the  cause  of  the  Union,  and  were  afterward  abandoned  to  the  mercy 
of  the  rebels.  I hope  that  no  jjlan  may  be  adopted  which  will  give 
these  people  (the  majority  of  whom  are  loyal  to  the  United  States)  good 
reason  to  complain  that  they  have  been  twice  deceived  by  the  promises 
of  Federal  commanders. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED’K  STEELE, 

Major-  General, 


Private.]  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  December  12, 1863. 

[Major-General  Schofield  :j 

General  : Yesterday  morniug  General  Blunt  sought  me  out  at  Gen- 
eral McNeil’s  headquarters,  and,  in  the  presence  of  the  latter  officer,  Mr. 
Hutchison,  Lieutenant  [Joseph  T.]  Tatum,  and  some  other  gentlemen, 
told  me  that  he  knew  I was  here  as  your  representative,  with  the  design  of 
attending  to  him  (Blunt).  I replied  that  his  offensive  manner  compelled 
me  to  decline  any  conversation  with  him.  He  then  said  he  would  like  to 
facilitate  my  business,  and  in  order  to  do  this  would  read  me  a copy  of 
a letter  he  had  lately  written  and  forwarded  to  Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 
Secretary  of  W ar.  This  letter  he  then  read  in  the  presence  of  the  gentle- 
men I have  named.  The  letter  denounces  you  as  a liar,  an  imbecile, 
and  a coward.  He  declines  obeying  your  orders,  and  distinctly  affirms 
that  he  will  not  report  to  you.  The  letter  is  most  shockingly  indecent  and 
offensive,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  is  not  the  man  I take  him  for  if  he 
does  not  hurl  it  back  into  the  teeth  of  its  author.  After  reading  the  letter, 
he  publicly  denounced  you  in  the  same  strain  ; boasted  of  having  once 
beat  your  confirmation,  and  of  being  able  to  beat  you  again ; asserted 
his  intention  of  writing  your  “ record,”  &c.  To  all  of  this  I replied  deter- 
minedly and  defiantly.  Without  losing  my  temper,  I sought  to  give  him 
“ a Boland  for  his  Oliver,”  and  to  sustain  you  as  an  officer,  a gentle- 
man, and  the  commander  of  this  department.  I told  General  Blunt  his 
letter  was  an  outrage  on  all  decency ; he  had  much  better  obey 
your  orders ; that  he  never  had  beat  your  confirmation  and  never  could. 
General  McNeil  told  me  last  night  that  he  was  as  much  shocked  at 
General  Blunt’s  conduct  as  man  could  be,  and  that  it  was  difficult  for 
him  to  refrain  from  exx)ressing  his  indignation.  The  idea  of  selecting 
headquarters  for  such  a vulgar  display  he  also  regarded  as  almost  per- 
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sonally  insulting.  He  was  also  kind  enougli  to  compliment  me  on  the 
manner  and  matter  with  which  I sustained  myself  and  those  persons 
General  Blunt  saw  fit  to  assail. 

One  thing  only  remains,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  done,  and  that  seems  to 
be  demanded  by  every  consideration;  it  is  the  placing  of  General  Blunt 
where  he  belongs.  Having  sown  the  wind,  let  him  reap  the  whirlwind. 
The  time  has  passed  for  temporizing  with  the  defiers  of  regulatious,  law, 
and  common  decency.  A stern  example  should  be  sternly  made.  1 
shall  remain  here  till  this  letter  has  time  to  reach  you.  If  you  desire 
any  action,  and  wish  my  services,  a telegram  will  notify  me,  and  I will 
do  my  duty. 

Having  about  finished  my  business  for  the  State,  I now  proffer  my 
services  to  you.  If  proper,  I should  like  to  have  you  place  me  upon  your 
staff  on  the  receipt  of  this,  and  I will  remain  with  you  at  least  till  we 
see  the  end  of  this  Blunt  business. 

If  you  think  it  wise  to  abstain  from  any  action  at  present,  I will  assent ; 
but  my  voice  now  is  distinctly  and  emphatically  for  war  to  the  knife. 

Believe  me,  general,  most  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

OHAMPIOK  YAUGHAN. 


Headquarters, 
Lexington^  December  12, 1863. 

General  E.  B.  Brown, 

Commanding  Central  District  of  Missouri : 

My  Dear  General  : I have  this  moment  received  a letter  from 
Colonel  McEerran,  at  Warrensburg,  inclosing  yours  of  the  7th  instant, 
in  regard  to  arming  the  citizens  of  this  district.  I have  been  much  in- 
terested on  this  subject,  and  when  last  in  Saint  Louis  brought  the  matter 
to  the  notice  of  the  Governor,  who  authorized  me  to  place  arms  in  the 
hands  of  all  who  would  organize  for  the  protection  of  their  neighborhoods 
against  the  thieving  bands  which  are  disturbing  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
try. I have  exerted  myself  to  effect  this  object,  but  have  thus  far  had 
no  success. 

The  people,  more  particularly  of  the  western  portion  of  this  and  the 
other  counties  of  the  district,  are  afraid  to  do  anything  which  will 
bring  them  into  additional  peril,  and  all  that  they  seem  to  desire  is  to 
be  permitted  to  live.  Their  spirit  is  broken,  and  they  appear  bereft  of 
every  manly  feeling.  Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at.  They  have  been 
oppressed  and  plundered  until  they  are  utterly  discouraged  in  doing 
anything.  The  truth  is,  that  the  larger  part  of  the  population  really 
have  no  property  to  protect,  anti  they  very  reasonably  (I  think)  conclude 
that  their  having  arms  would  subject  them  to  additional  danger,  not 
only  from  bushwhackers  and  guerrillas,  but  from  the  troops  from  Kansas 
and  the  border  counties,  who  make  almost  daily  incursions  into  this  and 
other  counties,  and  against  whom  they  could  offer  no  effectual  opposi- 
tion. The  outrages  committed  by  these  troops  upon  the  people  of  this 
county,  even  since  La  Fayette  has  been  disconnected  from  General 
Ewing’s  command,  are  absolutely  horrible  to  relate ; and  so  long  as  this 
plundering  of  tbe  country  is  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  officers  in  com- 
mand, as  has  been  the  case,  there  can  be  no  peace  or  quiet  to  the  coun- 
tr}^,  and  separated  as  the  people  are,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  resist 
large  and  organized  bodies  of  troops.  Why  this  is  permitted  by  Gen- 
eral Schofield  I cannot  imagine,  unless  he  has  arrived  at  the  conclusion, 
which  seems  to  prevail  extensively  elsewhere,  that  there  are  no  loyal 
people  in  Missouri,  and  that  their  iives  and  property  are  not  worth  pro- 
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tectlDg.  Strange  that  a iieople  who,  from  the  beginning,  were  willing 
to  incur  greater  dangers  and  make  greater  sacrifices  for  the  Govern- 
ment than  any  others  in  the  Union — who  were  willing  to  meet  banish- 
ment and  death  itself  rather  than  surrender  their  government — should 
be  left  thus  to  be  plundered  by  a lawless  soldiery,  their  country  deso- 
lated, and  their  wives  and  their  children  turned  out  of  doors,  houseless 
beggars,  only  because  they  happen  to  be  interested  in  the  institution  of 
slavery,  which  has  become  unpopular,  and  men  think  that  by  oppressing 
those  who  are  friendly  to  the  institution  they  are  making  big  licks  toward 
their  own  political  and  military  promotion.  I shall  not  cease,  general, 
to  urge  with  all  my  might  the  organization  you  recommend,  assured 
that  it  is  the  only  thing  to  save  our  section  from  absolute  destruction. 

I am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

EIOH’D  C.  YAUGHAK. 

[P.  S.] — There  are  a large  number  of  guns  here.  Please  instruct  me 
as  to  the  propriety  of  distributing  them  among  the  people  (those  who 
can  be  trusted),  or  will  it  be  necessary  before  doing  so  that  they  organ- 
ize into  companies  ? I shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  at  your  earliest 
convenience. 


Hdqrs.  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Springfield^  Ifo.,  December  13,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Sanborn, 

Commanding  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri : 

General  : I would  respectfully  report  that,  on  Friday,  the  11th  in- 
stant, as  Sergeant  [Henry  C.]  Crooks  with  3 men  were  returning  from 
Newtonia,  they  were  attacked  by  a band  of  guerrillas  in  Federal  uni- 
form. The  deception  was  so  great  that  the  men  had  no  chance  to 
defend  themselves.  All,  however,  escaped  but  one  (Private  [Jefferson] 
Severn s,  of  Company  H,  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry),  who 
was  captured  and  hung.  He  was  one  of  the  paroled  prisoners  at  Neo- 
sho, and,  as  you  are  aware,  was  returned  to  duty  without  exchange.  I 
sent  Captain  Stall,  with  his  company,  in  pursuit.  He  has  just  returned, 
and  reports  before  he  got  up  a company  of  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia 
came  upon  them,  killing  one  of  the  guerrillas.  Captain  Stall  scouted 
the  country  thoroughly,  and  left  his  lieutenant,  with  20  men,  to  continue 
the  search  and  bring  in  the  body  of  Severns. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  CATHERWOOD, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


Hdqrs.  Detachment  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav., 

Houston,  Mo.,  Decemher  14,  1863. 

J.  Lovell, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  for 
the  week  ending  December  13, 1863 : 

On  Tuesday,  December  9,  1863,  while  3 men  of  my  command,  belong- 
ing to  Company  D,  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  were  out  as 
escort  to  a wagon  sent  out  for  lumber,  they  were  suddenly  set  upon  by 
9 guerrillas  and  compelled  to  surrender.  They  were  taken  to  the  brush 
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aud  kept  all  ni^'lit,  wbeu,  after  beiug  sworn,  they  were  released.  I sent 
a scout  in  pursuit,  but  tiiey  returned  the  following  day  without  having 
had  any  success. 

The  escort  sent  with  the  paymaster  to  Waynesville,  upon  its  return 
inarch,  divided  into  two  squads,  one  of  which  came  up  Roubideaux  and 
the  other  up  Big  Piney  River.  The  two  squads  returned,  one  on  the 
10th  and  the  other  on  the  12th,  without  seeing  or  hearing  of  any  guer- 
rillas on  the  route. 

December  10,  Lieutenant  [W.  G.]  Bangs,  Company  D,  Fifth  Missouri 
State  Militia  Cavalry,  with  15  men,  started  to  Rolla  as  escort  to  train ; 
also  Lieutenant  [W.*L.]  Boyd,  with  a force  of  20  men,  started  on  a scout 
in  the  direction  of  Mountain  Store ; has  not  yet  returned. 

December  11,  Lieut.  S.  A.  Franklin,  in  obedience  to  orders,  took  up 
the  march  with  his  company  (D)  for  Rolla. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  MURPHY, 

Captain,  Commanding, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Northwest, 

No.  48.  f Mikvaulcee,  Wis,,  December  15,  1863. 

Capt.  J.  McC.  Bell,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers,  having 
reported  to  the  major-general  commanding,  in  pursuance  of  Special 
Orders,  No.  143,  is  assigned  to  duty  as  assistant  adjutant- general  at 
these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Pope : 

J.  F.  MELINE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Patterson,  Mo.,  December  19,  1863. 

General  Fisk: 

My  scouts  came  in  to-night  from  toward  Doniphan.  They  report  that 
Reves  has  got  a colonefs  commission,  and  is  conscripting  every  man 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years,  and  has  ordered  all 
to  report  to  him  for  duty,  and  when  they  all  get  together  he  will  have 
1,000  men.  Can  this  old  scoundrel  not  be  taken  in  or  run  out  of  the 
country?  He  is  said  to  be  about  Doniphan. 

W.  T.  DEEPER, 
Captain,  Commanding  Post. 


Private.]  Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  December  21,  1863. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War: 

My  Dear  Sir  : f ^ * in  regard  to  the  Western  matter,  I believe 

the  programme  will  have  to  stand  substantially  as  I first  put  it.  Hen- 
derson, and  especially  Brown,  believe  that  the  social  influence  of  Saint 
Louis  would  inevitably  tell  injuriously  upon  General  Pope  in  the  par- 
ticular difiiculty  existing  there,  and  1 think  there  is  some  force  in  that 
view.  As  to  retaining  General  S.  [Schofield]  temporarily,  if  this  should 

t Portion  omitted  relates  to  operations  on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  June  12  to 
December  31, 1863,  and  will  appear  in  Series  I,  Vol.  XXVIII. 
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be  done,  1 believe  I should  scarcely  be  able  to  get  bis  nomination  tlirougli 
the  Senate.  Send  me  over  bis  nomination,  wbicb,  however,  I am  not 
yet  quite  ready  to  send  to  the  Senate. 

Yours,  as  ever, 

A.  LIKCOLY. 


[Indorsement.] 


Eeferred  to  the  General-in-Chief. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fayetteville,  Ark.,  December  21, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  James  Totten,  Chief  of  Staff : 

Stand  AVatie  was  below  Cane  Hill  with  about  300  men.  Major  Fore- 
man and  Indians  are  between  me  and  him  with  a force.  Major  Fore- 
man sent  me  word  to-day  that  he  had  had  a skirmish  yesterday,  and  lost 
1 lieutenant  and  2 men,  but  repulsed  the  enemy.  Major  Foreman  is 
watching  his  movements,  but  cannot  bring  him  to  an  engagement.-  He 
has  orders  to  fall  back  on  me,  if  necessary.  I have  so  many  large  scouts 
and  detachments  out,  that  I cannot  do  the  post  duty  nor  send  him  re- 
enforcements  at  present,  but  I have  no  fears  of  the  enemy.  This  move- 
ment I regard  as  unimportant.  If  anything  further  transpires,  I will 
telegraph  you,  but  I believe  Stand  Watie’s  force  has  been  greatly  exag- 
gerated. 

M.  LA  EUE  HAEEISON, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Warrcnsburg,  Mo.,  December  21,  1863. 

General  E.  B.  Brown, 

Commanding  Cen  tral  District  of  Missouri : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  state  that  I have  suspended  the  pass- 
words, as  suggested;  that,  as  far  as  my  information  extends,  this  sub- 
district has  been  nearly  quiet  for  the  last  ten  days.  The  exceptions  are 
a small  stampede  of  negroes  from  the  vicinity  of  Lexington,  carrying 
away  two  horses,  which  have  not  been  recovered  at  last  accounts. 
Soldiers  of  the  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  at  their  homes, 
on  furlough,  in  this  country,  about  15  miles  west  of  this  place,  report 
that  they  killed  a bushwhacker  in  a fight  with  four ; the  other  three 
esca])ed.  From  all  that  I can  ascertain,  I am  inclined  to  believe  that 
the  man  killed  was  Hardenbrook,  a notorious  thief  and  outlaw  that 
escaped  from  prison  at  Lexington  last  spring. 

The  military  commission  ordered  in  last  month,  to  sit  at  these  head- 
quarters, I find,  ux)on  inquir^^,  did  not  organize,  in  consequence  of  the 
sickness  of  Captain  Beery  and  Lieutenant  Mullins,  and  since  their  re- 
cover^^  they  have  been  sitting  on  court-martial,  which  is  still  in  session. 
I have  directed  them  to  organize  the  commission  and  devote  a part  of 
the  time  to  cases  before  it  in  the  future,  which,  I think,  they  can  do  to 
advantage,  as  they  can  only  hold  court-martial  during  certain  hours  of 
the  day,  arid,  besides,  the  judge-advocate  can  take  more  time  in  making 
up  the  records.  No  news  of  local  interest. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  McFEEExAN, 

Colonel  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Regt. 
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Devall’s  Bluff,  Ark.,  December  22,  18G3. 

Maj.  Geu.  Fred.  Steele, 

Commanding  Army  of  Arlcansas^  Little  Roclc: 

Your  dispatch  has  been  received.  There  is  no  other  gunboat  here  but 
mine.  It  is  practicable  as  far  as  I am  concerned,  but  it  remains  for  you 
to  say  whether  it  is  safe  for  me  to  leave  the  Bluff,  or  safe  for  the  steamer 
Eose  Hambleton  to  go  to  Jacksonport  without  convoy,  as  my  orders  are 
to  assist  in  the  protection  of  this  post,  never  leaving  it  unless  to  co- 
operate with  some  movement  of  the  army  and  by  your  request,  and  not 
to  p(‘rmit  any  vessels  to  ply  on  the  river  without  convoy.  Please 
answer. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  M.  FAEEELL, 

Acting  Master^  Commanding  U.  8.  Steamship  Linden. 


Patterson,  Mo.,  December  22,  1863. 

General  Fisk: 

I have  heard  nothing  from  Colomel  Livingston.  I will  go  after  Eeves 
at  any  time  when  I can  get  force  enough.  I can  take  only  about  80  men 
from  here  at  any  time.  Send  me  down  one  more  good  company,  and  I 
will  be  after  them  at  once.  My  scouts  that  came  in  this  morning  learn 
that  Eeves  is  on  his  way  here.  Let  him  come. 

W.  T.  LEEPEE, 

Captain. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield,  ilfo.,  December  23,  1863. 

Capt.  OziAS  Euark, 

Commanding  at  Neosho,  Mo.  : 

General  McNeil  has  telegraphed  that  a force  of  200  or  300  men  have 
come  north  in  the  direction  of  Maysville,  and  that  they  intended  to  come 
into  Missouri.  This  is  supposed  to  be  QuantrilFs  force.  I have  ordered 
three  squadrons  to  your  support.  Attack  them  if  you  can  find  them, 
and  hold  Neosho,  if  possible.  Communicate  all  information  you  obtain 
to  these  headquarters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SANBOEN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Decemher  23,  1863. 
General  Sanborn,  Springfield,  Mo. : 

General  McNeil  telegraphs  information  that  Quautrill,  with  250  men, 
has  passed  up  into  Missouri,  and  possibly  may  intend  a raid  into  Kansas 
also.  It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  warn  all  your  different  commands  of 
this  movement,  and  hold  them  in  readiness  to  pursue  the  enemy  wher- 
ever he  may  appear.  You  are  also  directed  to  keep  these  headquarters 
informed  of  all  you  learn  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  so  that  if  he 
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ai)pears  uortliward  in  Missouri,  conibiued  movemeuts  of  the  troops  may 
be  directed  agaiust  him.  Stand  Watie  is  also  north  of  the  Arkansas. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  Brown  and  Ewing.) 


Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  December  23,  18G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk: 

I had  men  out  within  7 miles  of  Centreville  yesterday  morning,  but 
they  heard  nothing  of  an  enemy  in  that  direction.  Colonel  Woodson 
telegraphed  me  this  morning  that  Centreville  had  been  captured. 
Nothing  new  from  below. 

W.  T.  BEEPER, 

Captain. 


Sprinofield,  Mo.,  December  23,  1863. 

Brigadier- General  Totten  : 

Colonel  Harrison  telegraphs  this  morning  that  Major  Foreman  fought 
the  reported  force  near  Cane  Hill  day  before  yesterday,  and  that  the 
force  fell  back  rapidly  toward  their  crossing,  below  Fort  Gibson.  I 
ordered  three  squadrons  to  Neosho  last  night,  to  support  the  two  near 
there,  and  also  ordered  reconnaissance  from  Fayetteville  and  Cassville 
west  of  the  State  line.  I do  not  now  propose  to  make  any  more  move- 
ments till  I have  more  knowledge. 

JOHN  B.  SANBORN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City.,  Mo.,  December  23, 1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Blair,  Commanding  Fort  Scott : 

Colonel  : Inclosed  are  dispatches  as  to  QuantrilPs  return  to  Mis- 
souri.* They  give  all  the  information  I have.  I have  ordered  the  line 
of  messengers  to  be  extended  from  Trading  Post  to  Fort  Scott,  and 
will  communicate  to  you  by  it  (or  by  special  messenger)  all  the  infor- 
mation I get,  and  wish  from  you  all  you  get.  The  companies  of  infantry 
at  Fort  Scott  will  remain  for  the  present,  or,  if  started,  will  be  ordered 
back.  You  will,  if  necessary,  bring  in  the  company  property  from  the 
several  stations,  so  as  to  put  as  good  a cavalry  force  as  practicable  in  the 
field.  You  will,  by  scouts  and  scouting  parties,  get  as  early  and  accu- 
rate information  as  practicable  as  to  the  enemy^s  force  and  movements. 
I think  the  intention  is  to  strike  the  Neosho  Valley  towns,  and  go  as 
high  up  as  Emporia,  or  possibly  Topeka.  Major  Plumb  has  companies 
C,  K,  and  F,  of  the  Eleventh  Kansas,  M,  of  the  Third  Wisconsin,  and 
two  mountain  howitzers,  12-pounders.  One  company  is  at  Mission,  a 
small  detachment  at  Be  Roy,  and  the  balance  at  Humboldt.  Total  for 
duty : Cavalry,  228 ; battery,  27.  I send  him  to-day,  from  here.  Company 
E,  Fifteenth  Kansas,  51  men,  for  duty. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

THOMAS  EWING,  jR., 

^ Brigadier- General. 

* See  Sanborn  to  Ruark,  and  Totten  to  Sanborn,  p.  747. 
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Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  December  23,  1863. 

General  Fisk: 

General  : It  is  reported  to  me  to-day  that  Gentreville  was  attacked 
and  captured  yesterday  by  Keves,  200  strong,  and  that  he  immediately 
retreated  south.  I have  a battalion  on  his  trail  to-day. 

Pv.  G.  WOODSOK, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Post, 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Dec&mber  23,  1863. 

Col.  K.  G.  Woodson: 

. I cannot  see  how  Keves  could  get  at  Gentreville  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  Captain  Keeper.  I can’t  credit  the  report.  You  will  at  once 
organize  an  expedition  that  will  go  in  search  of  Keves,  and  follow  him. 
It  seems  to  me  that  with  proper  vigor  he  might  be  exterminated  or 
driven  out  of  Southeastern  Missouri.  You  have  sufficient  force  to 
enable  you  to  keep  after  him  until  he  will  trouble  us  no  more. 

CLINTOK  B.  FISK, 

' Brigadier-  General. 

Note. — The  expedition  is  already  on  the  road. 

K.  G.  WOODSOK, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  December  23, 1863. 

Lieut.  W.  T.  Clarke, 

Aide-de-Camp : 

In  answer  to  yours  of  this  date,  I have  to  state  that  at  present  I am 
unable  to  give  many  particulars.  My  information  of  the  catastrophe  at 
Gentreville  comes  from  a citizen  living  near.  He  states  that  Keves 
(estimated  at  from  200  to  400)  came  into  Gentreville  yesterday  about 
2 o’clock,  completely  surprising  the  garrison,  taking  them  all  prisoners, 
and  again  immediately  moved  out  to  the  south. 

K.  G.  WOODSOK, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Jefferson  City,  TIio.,  December  24,  1863. 

Maj.  Oliver  D.  Greene,  . 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Saint  Louis  : 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  the  order 
received  yesterday  by  telegraph,  I have  concentrated  the  troops  in  this 
district  at  Otterville,  Sedalia,  and  Warrensburg,  with  a battalion  at 
^ Warsaw  and  five  companies  at  Clinton,  leaving  small  guards  at  Lex- 
ington, Marshall,  and  Tipton  (this  does  not  include  the  troops  at  this 
post,  two  companies  of  infantry  and  three  of  cavalry);  also  leaving  one 
[ company  of  cavalry  at  Linn  Creek.  Scouts  have  been  ordered  south  of 
! the  Osage,  as  far  as  Stockton  and  Lamar,  and  military  expresses,  with 
t relays  of  horses  every  15  miles,  between  the  Osage  Kiver  and  three  dif- 
^ ferent  telegraph  offices  at  the  west,  established.  If  the  enemy  means 

t business,”  we  will  be  ready  for  him,  but  the  reported  return  of  Quan trill 
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iiucl  liis  cutthroats  imports  that  a renewal  of  the  plundering  sj^stein 
is  to  he  adoi)ted,  and  we  shall  have  them  in  small  bands  in  the  country. 
I am,  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  BEOWN, 

Brigadier -General  of  Volunteers^  Commandmg. 


Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  December  24,  1863, 

General  PiSK  : 

Alajor  Wilson,  with  all  the  effective  force  of  the  Third,  is  after  Eeves, 
about  200.  My  instructions  are  to  follow  him  to  hell,  and  get  the  pris- 
oners back,  at  least.  A few  of  them  have  come  in.  It  is  even  soj  Com- 
pany O is  captured,  excepting  a few  men.  I hardly  believed  it  when  I 
telegraphed  you  yesterday.  They  were  surprised,  building  stables.  No 
tight,  a few  scattering  shots,  and  a few  wounded  ; none  killed.  A boy, 
just  reported,  says  he  was  shot  at ; returned  the  fire  with  small  shot, 
wounding  a rebel ; he  escaped  on  ibot.  1 have  sent  a reconnoitering 
party  to  Centreville  to  report  the  state  of  affairs  there.  I will  know 
this  evening.  Had  not  I better  go  this  evening'? 

E.  G.  AVOODSON, 

Colonel.)  Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  December  24,  1863. 

Col.  E.  G.  Woodson,  Pi/oi 

I am  greatly  mortified  with  the  Centreville  affair.  Where  were  Cap- 
tain [S.  A.  C.]  Bartlett’s  thickets  *?  I fear  that  the  most  criminal  neg- 
lect has  allowed  this  disaster  to  come  upon  us.  1 trust  that  there  will 
be  no  failure  in  wiping  out  the  apparent  disgrace.  Take  hold  of  the 
pursuit  and  extermination  yourself. 

, CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

. Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  District  of  Northeastern  Arkansas, 

Batesvillc,  Arlc.,  December  25, 1863. 

Col.  Oliver  D.  Greene, 

Asst.  Adjf.  Gen.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  ; 

I arrived  here  with  my  command  at  10  o’clock  a.  m.  to  day  j had 
several  skirmishes  with  guerrillas  on  my  way ) killed  15  and  captured  17. 
Lost  1 man  only.  AVill  drive  the  freebooters  out  of  Northern  Arkansas 
without  delay. 

[E.  E.  LIVINGSTON,] 

Colonel  First  Begwient  Nebraska  Cavalry,  Comdg.  District. 


Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  December  25,  1863. 

G.  xV.  Holloway, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  Headquarters  : 

Man  just  in  from  below  reports  that  Major  Wilson  came  in  contact 
with  Eeves  on  the  25th  instant,  at  Centreville,  and  captured  his  whole 
command.  Our  loss  8 wounded  and  killed.  Colonel  Woodson,  with  40 
men,  left  yesterday  morning  to  join  Wilson. 

BLISS. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield^  Mo.^  December  25,  18G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  Totten,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  I have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  Colonel 
Harrison,  at  Fayetteville : 

Mr.  West,  a very  reliable  citizen  of  Cincinnati,  left  that  place,  22  miles  west  of 
Fayetteville,  on  tiie  evening  of  the  23d  instant.  Col.  Stand  Watie  passed  his  house 
Sunday  evening,  going  north,  with  about  300  men,  well  mounted,  clothed,  and  armed. 
From  two  rebel  deserters  he  learns  that  Col.  William  Penn  Adair  went  up  Grand  River, 
in  the  Nation,  about  the  same  time  with  1,000  men,  among  whom  were  Quantrill  and 
280  men.  This  is  the  first  intimation  I have  had  of  anything,  except  the  300  men  of 
Stand  Watie.  Mr.  West  says  that  300  men  were  to  concentrate  at  Stand  Watie’s  Mill, 
west  of  Maysville,  and  were  coming  back  in  Ci  few  days  to  burn  Rhea’s  Mills  and  other 
Union  property  west  of  this.  My  scout  from  Maysville  has  not  yet  been  heard  from. 
A party  of  bushwhackers  have  again  appeared  near  Cross  Hollow  within  five  days, 
and  have  robbed  sutlers,  citizens,  &c.  Nearly  all  my  force  is  out.  The  rebels  report 
that  this  expedition  is  principallj^  for  the  purpose  of  moving  out  their  families. 

M.  LA  RUE  HARRISON, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Upon  this  information,  I have  ordered  Colonel  Phelps  to  take  care  of 
Cross  Hollow  and  the  vicinity,  and  shall  order  two  more  squadrons  of 
cavalry  to  proceed  to  NTeosho  at  once.  The  roads  are  so  bad  and  the 
weather  so  uncertain  that  I have  not  deemed  it  advisable  to  send  artil- 
lery. The  present  force  at  Neosho  is  380  effective  men.  If  the  re-enforce- 
ments have  arrived,  I will  increase  this  force  to  500  men,  at  least. 

JOHN  B.  SANBOEN, 
Brigadier-General^  Commanding. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis.,  Mo..,  December  25,  1863. 

Telegraphic  instructions  have  just  been  received  at  these  headquar- 
ters which  authorize  the  re-enlistment  of  the  Missouri  State  Militia  as 
veterans,  with  the  understanding  that  they  shall  be  reorganized  on  the 
footing  of  volunteers  in  the  United  States  service,  to  be  used  wherever 
the  Government  may  have  need  of  their  services.  As  the  time  for  pay- 
ment of  the  veteran  bounty  is  limited  by  law  to  the  5th  proximo,  regi- 
mental commanders  must  appoint  their  recruiting  officers  for  veterans 
in  accordance  with  General  Orders,  No.  150,  current  series,  from  these 
headquarters,  at  once. 

AJl  men  of  the  Missouri  State  Militia  re-enlisting  as  veterans  will  be 
retained  in  their  present  regimental  and  company  organizations  until 
the  original  term  of  service  expires,  when  the  veterans  will  be  consoli- 
dated under  officers  selected  for  their  efficiency  from  the  corps. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

OLIYEE  D.  GEEENE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  December  26,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  Totten,  Chief  of  Staff : 

General:  The  scouts  sent  out  from  Neosho  returned  yesterday,  and 
report  that  Stand  Watie  and  Colonel  Adair  were  on  Grand  Eiver  yes- 
terday morning,  and  were  to  start  back  across  the  Arkansas  yesterday, 
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with  families,  &c.  Coming  up,  tliis  force  crossed  the  Arkansas  Eiver 
3 miles  below  Fort  Gibson,  had  a light  and  fell  back,  and  came  up  the 
Illinois  Eiver  within  0 miles  of  Cane  Hill,  and  then  turned  back  through 
the  Nation.  Stand  Watie’s  permanent  headquarters  and  camp  are  on 
the  Canadian  Eiver.  He  has,  when  all  his  force  is  together,  1,000  men 
at  his  camp,  so  it  appears  from  present  indications  that  this  force  is  to 
return  at  once.  If  it  comes  north,  my  impression  now  is  that  it  will 
move  down  west  of  Fort  Smith,  and  come  down  the  Little  Osage  Eiver 
into  the  State,  but  it  is  difficult  to  tell  what  direction  so  small  a force 
will  take. 

JOHN  B.  SANBOEN, 

. Brigadier -General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield^  Mo..,  December  27,  18G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  Totten,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  : Lieutenant  [J.  S.]  Bainuin,  in  command  of  two  squadrons 
of  the  Eleventh  Missouri  Volunteers,  returned  to  Cross  Hollow  yesterday 
from  a scout  to  Spavinaw,  on  line  of  the  Indian  Territory,  near  Maysville, 
and  reports  that  Stand  Watie  had  passed  through  Maysville,  going 
south,  with  about  300  men,  and  had  left  a few  troops  in  the  Nation  to 
move  out  rebel  families.  He  heard  of  no  other  body  of  rebels.  He 
killed  on  the  scout  3 bushwhackers  and  took  4 prisoners. 

JOHN  B.  SANBOEN, 
Brigadier- General.,  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  December  27,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil, 

Fort  Smith,  Arh.  : 

Nothing  positive  is  yet  known  at  these  headquarters  of  the  move- 
ments or  whereabouts  of  the  rebels  under  Stand  Watie  and  Colonel 
Adair.  Some  say  that  they  are  reported  north  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver, 
and  possibly  in  the  Nation.  Have  you  any  reliable  information  concern- 
ing their  movements?  If  north  of  the  Arkansas,  would  it  not  be  well 
to  move  upon  them  with  a strong  command  from  your  district?  Gen- 
eral Sanborn,  from  Neosho,  and  Colonel  Harrison,  from  Fayetteville, 
with  all  their  available  force,  might  intercept  them,  if  they  attempt  a 
movement  north  and  east,  and  General  Ewing  is  prepared  for  them  if 
they  move  across  the  southern  line  into  Kansas.  Let  me  know  what 
you  are  able  to  do  in  this  matter,  and  I will  communicate  with  the  other 
district  commanders  and  have  them  co-operate. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  December  28,  1863. 

Col.  J.  B.  Fry., 

Provost-Marshal- General  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
Sir  : An  effort  will  be  made  to  have  the  counties  of  Jackson  and  Cass, 
in  this  State,  exempted  from  the  oj)erations  of  the  draft,  and  to  have 
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the  quota  of  the  State  reduced  by  the  amount  of  tlie  quota  of  these 
counties  j and  I am  called  on  to  address  you  bn  the  subject.  The  inhab- 
itants remaining  in  these  counties  on  the  2Gth  of  August  last,  outside  of 
certain  towns  and  military  stations,  were  required  to  remove  to  those 
towns  and  stations,  on  making  jiroof  of  loyalty,  or  to  remove  out  of 
those  counties.  Under  orders  from  General  Schofield,  all  the  able-bodied 
men  in  those  counties,  south  of  the  road  from  Independence  to  West- 
port  (in  other  words,  all  not  living  in  Westport,  Independence,  Kansas 
' City,  or  their  suburbs),  have  been  mustered  into  the  service  as  Mis- 
souri Militia,  and  have  been  armed  and  put  ou  duty  in  their  several 
neighborhoods  by  me.  The  aggregate  number  of  them  is  240.  Of  the 
men  who  left  those  counties,  under  my  orders,  about  half  went  south, 
and  the  others  to  adjacent  counties  of  Missouri.  The  loyal  population 
in  those  counties,  and  especially  in  Jackson,  outside  of  the  towns,  has 
always  been  small.  Kansas  City,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  had 
a population  of  about  G,000.  Its  laboring  classes  were  almost  all  loyal, 
and  entered  the  service  early.  They  were  recruited' chiefly  into  Kansas 
regiments,  at  Wyandotte  and  other  points  on  the  border  in  Kansas.  I 
have  no  means  of  estimating,  with  any  jiretensions  to  accuracy,  the 
numbejjwho  went  into  Kansas  regiments  from  these  counties,  but  would 
think  1,000  a very  low  estimate. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWIKG,  Jr., 

Brigadier -General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  Bify,  Mo.,  Becemher  28,  18G3. 

Lieut.  Col.  0.  W.  Blair, 

Commanding  Fort  Scott,  Katis  : 

Colonel  : I inclose  you  a copy  of  a dispatch,  dated  24th  instant,  just 
received  from  General  Totten.  Taken  in  connection  with  his  dispatch 
of  the  23d,  it  appears  quite  probable  an  attack  on  Fort  Smith,  or  a raid 
uii  the  Keosho,  is  in  progress,  and  that  the  force  will  be  large.  If  you 
have  not  already  done  so,  send  out  a scouting  jiarty  down  the  border, 
with  instructions  to  go  as  far  as  Pineville,  if  necessary,  to  ascertain 
the  purpose  and  present  whereabouts  and  force  of  this  rebel  gathering. 

I have  ordered  companies  and  detachments  to  Fort  Scott,  enough  to 
double  your  i^resent  strength,  regarding  that  as  the  best  point  to  move 
from  on  the  enemy,  in  whichever  direction  he  may  present  himself. 
Send  a small  party  eastward,  as  far  as  Stockton,  to  see  if  the  enemy 
may  not  be  going  up  that  tier  of  counties.  Have  all  your  effective  cav- 
alry shod  at  once,  and  your  battery  horses. 

Send  all  information  up  the  line  by  the  messengers  j if  I go  down,  it 
will  be  along  that  route. 

, I am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

THOMAS  EWING,  jR., 

Brigadier- General. 

i [luclosure.] 

[ Saint  Louis,  Becemher  24,  18G3. 

\ Brigadier-General  Davies: 

f Information  from  the  various  district  commanders  in  West  and  North-  • 
^ west  Arkansas,  and  in  Soutliwest  and  Southeast  Missouri,  indicates  a 
k movement  northward  among  the  rebel  guerrillas,  and  increased  vigi- 
f 48  R R— VOL  XXII,  ft  II 
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lance  becomes  absolutely  necessary  on  iDart  of  all  concerned.  You  are 
required  to  give  information  of  anticipated  movement  to  all  the  various 
officers  commanding  posts,  &c.,  in  your  district,  and  warn  them  to  be  on 
the  alert,  and  act  with  vigor  against  the  enemy  if  he  makes  his  appear- 
ance in  their  localities.  Hold  your  troops  in  readiness  to  act  in  conjunc- 
tion, and  report  to  these  headquarters  all  information  you  mav  learn. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Fort  Gibson,  G.  N.,  December  29,  18G3. 
Brigadier-General  McNeil,  Fort  Smith : 

By  my  scout,  just  in  from  Maysville,  I learn  that  the  enemy  have 
broken  up,  and  those  still  in  the  Nation  are  in  small  squads,  trying  to 
make  their  escape.  It  is  reported  that  part  of  QuantrilPs  men  went 
back  across  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  and  that  part  of  them  are  on  Oowskin 
Creek,  near  the  Butler  Hills,  on  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas  line. 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  December  20,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing  : 

The  last  reliable  news  from  General  Sanborn  indicates  that  the  rebels 
under  Stand  Watie  had  passed  through  Maysville,  going  south,  only 
leaving  a few  of  his  men  behind  to  move  out  rebel  families.  Sanborn’s 
scout  heard  of  no  other  bodies  of  rebels.  I will  give  you  any  additional 
information  which  may  reach  me  on  its  receipt. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  LouiSj  December  29,  1863. 
Col.  B.  G.  Woodson,  Pilot  Knob,  Mo. : 

Exercise  the  greatest  care  in  guarding  the  Eeves  captives.  Will 
send  a train  for  them  when  you  get  them  ready  for  shipment. 

• CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  December  29, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Fred.  Steele, 

Commanding  Arlmnsas  Expedition,  Little  BocJc,  Arh. : 

Kirby  Smith  and  all  his  officers  not  included  in  the  President’s  am- 
nesty have  made  their  arrangements  to  sell  the  Confederate  States 
cotton  and  run  away  to  Mexico.  They  will  not  attack  you,  I feel  sure. 
I know  that  an  agent  from  Washington  is  on  his  way  to  Eed  Eiver, 
accepting  above  proposition,  and  that  in  thirty  days  you  will  have  the 
rank  and  file  pouring  in  upon  you.  Notwithstanding,  traitors  are  to  be 
watched;  you  have  force  enough  to  whip  them  to  death,  and  if  they 
move,  it  will  be  for  a demonstration  merely. 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarter.s  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield^  Mo.,  December  29,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  B.  Holland, 

Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Commanding  Fourth  District : 

General  : I desire  the  officers  in  command  of  troops  at  Neosho  and 
on  that  line  [to  be  informed]  upon  the  following  general  ideas  and  in- 
structions, viz : 

The  object  to  be  accomplished  is  to  prevent  the  rebel  force  from  mak- 
ing a raid  into  the  State.  This  must  be  done  by  meeting  him  and  fight- 
ing him  on  the  borders  of  the  State,  as  soon  as  possible  after  he  enters. 
Officers,  therefore,  without  regard  to  holding  particular  points,  unless 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a farther  advance  into  the  State,  will  use 
every  exertion  to  meet  the  same  body  of  the  enemy  with  sufficient  force 
to  fight  him  successfully,  and,  whenever  he  is  so  met,  no  effort  will  be 
spared  to  defeat  and  destroy  him. 

You  will  please  communicate  this  to  the  officers  commanding  detach- 
ments of  your  command  in  the  field. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SANBOKN, 
Brigadier- General,  Comma^iding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  December  31,  1863. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

West  Point,  N.  Y. : 

The  following  dispatches  just  received.  The  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry  and 
Second  Colorado  Cavalry  can  be  ready  for  the  field  in  two  or  three  days: 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  Decemler  24,  1863. 

I have  just  received  the  following  dispatch : 

Pine  Bluff,  December  24,  1863—3  p.  m. 

I have  the  following  information  from  Tulip,  which  I think  reliable : 

Kirby  Smith,  Price,  and  Chalmers  met  in  consultation  at  Camden,  about  three  days  ago.  They 
have  united  their  forces,  amounting  to  about  22,000  men  in  all.  The  intention  is  to  make  an  advance 
when  the  roads  and  streams  will  permit.  Marmaduke  has  been  relieved  by  Chalmers.  Pegram’s  head- 
quarters are  at  Camden.  About  800  cavalry  are  near  Princeton.  A force  is  reported  at  Arkadelphia. 
It  is  reported  that  some  1,700  of  the  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  prisoners  have  reported  to  Price  for 
duty.  Pegram  advanced  as  far  as  the  Saline,  with  a view  of  attacking  this  post  on  the  13th  of  this 
month,  but  was  diverted  from  his  intention  by  the  expedition  under  Colonel  ilerrill.  They  are  con- 
scripting everybody  who  is  able  to  bear  arms,  and  are  pressing  all  the  horses  and  mules  in  the  country. 
The  Saline  is  full  to  its  banks. 

POWELL  CLAYTON, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

FRED’K  STEELE, 

Major-General. 


Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  December  13,  1863. 

I ordered  the  remainder  of  my  cavalry  at  this  post  (two  battalions  of  the  Fourteenth 
Kansas)  to  move  up  on  the  Canadian  and  attack  Stand  Watie,  but  find  the  enemy  are 
making  strong  demonstrations  on  my  Waldron  outposts,  and,  to  keep  in  hand  suffi- 
cient force  to  attend  to  them,  I have  to  countermand  the  order.  General  Gano  left 
Lanesport  about  seventeen  days  ago,  with  an  infantry  force  of  1,200  men  and  one  six- 
gun  battery.  Brooks  was  to  co-operate,  with  800  cavalry.  Gano  has  been  taken  sick, 
and  returned.  I will  send  more  infantry  to  Waldron  to  make  that  point  safe.  If  I 
had  more  effective  cavalry,  I could  trap  the  infantry  part  of  that  expedition. 

JOHN  McNEIL, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

OLIVER  D.  GREENE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Headquarters  District  of  Northeastern  Arkansas, 

Batesville,  ArJc.j  December  31,  18G3. 

Lieut.  Col.  Oliver  D.  Greene, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  state  that  Captain  Akard,  Eighth 
Eegiment  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  in  command  of  9G  men  of  his 
regiment,  arrived  here  on  the  29th  instant,  bearing  dispatch  from  Brig- 
adier-General Sanborn,  of  Springfield,  Mo.,  inclosing  and  forwarding 
telegraphic  communication  from  the  major-gbneral  commanding  the 
department,  stating  the  time  at  which  the  increased  bounties  ceased  to 
he  paid,  and  urging  the  re-enlistment  of  volunteers  in  old  regiments.  I 
have  also  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  telegram,  while  on  the  road,  noti- 
fying me  that  Major-General  Steele^s  orders  should  be  obeyed.  I have 
here  ready  for  shipment  125  bales  of  cotton,  the  property  of  loyal  citi- 
zens, which  has  been  secreted  for  two  years.  Forage  and  subsistence, 
with  exception  of  fresh  beef,  are  exceedingly  scarce,  and  I make  the 
attempt  to-morrow  to  procure  additional  supplies  from  Devall’s  Bluff. 
My  present  supply  will  carry  me  to  end  of  January  at  two-thirds  ration. 
I have  sent  an  expedition  against  Colonel  Freeman’s  command  of  Con- 
federates and  freebooters.  I will  notify  you  of  the  results  as  soon  as 
known.  There  are  now  in  prison  at  this  point  19  guerrillas  and  Con- 
federate soldiers  and  2 lieutenants  of  the  Confederate  army,  the  latter 
properly  cared  for  according  to  rank.  Col.  E.  Baxter,  of  this  place,  has 
authority  from  Major-General  Steele  to  raise  a regiment  of  mounted  in- 
fantry for  twelve  months  or  during  the  war,  and  has  now  131  men.  He 
expects  many  more,  but  he  has  been  recruiting  since  October,  and  they 
do  not  rally  around  the  flag  with  much  enthusiasm. 

1 have  prohibited  the  organization  of  Home  Guards  in  this  locality,  for 
several  reasons,  among  which  are,  that  such  service  having  great  attrac- 
tions, would  obtain  recruits  more  readily  than  the  general  service,  while 
at  the  same  time  the  country  is  so  fearfully  lawless,  and  murders  are  so 
common,  that  I considered  it  imprudent  to  involve  a needless  loss  of 
life  by  such  organizations,  as  I feel  certain  that  many  of  the  members 
could  be  murdered  by  guerrillas,  and  their  arms  taken  from  them.  When 
a man  commits  himself  to  the  Union  now,  he  must  stay  with  the  Federal 
troops  for  safety,  and  dare  not  go  home. 

I Iiope  soon  to  change  the  complexion  of  matters  here.  A general 
expression  of  satisfaction  with  my  proclamation  is  manifested  by  the 
citizens  of  Batesville.  They  fear  guerrillas  more  than  they  do  either 
army.  I ordered  Captain  Kauflman,  Eleventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  with 
three  squadrons  of  his  regiment,  to  relieve  Colonel  Black,  Third  Mis- 
souri Cavalry,  at  Jacksonport,  the  latter  having  been  instructed  by 
Major-General  8teele  to  fall  back  on  Searcy.  Jacksonport  is  an  impor- 
tant point,  but  diflicult  to  hold  should  the  enemy  concentrate  a force 
sufiicient  to  drive  Kauflman,  as  Black  Biver  lies  between  it  and  this 
post,  with  very  defective  means  of  crossing,  through  a single  flat  boat. 
Should  the  Eleventh  be  attacked,  I can  do  but  little  to  help  him,  and 
he  must  repulse  the  enemy  or  swim  the  river. 

I find  a great  many  safeguards  here,  nearly  always  with  men  who 
have  large  lots  of  corn  and  grain.  I have,  of  course,  respected  them, 
but  it  is  very  awkward  sometimes.  I would  respectfully  suggest  that 
Capt.  Lee  P.  Gillette  be  appointed  mustering  officer  for  this  district,  as 
the  recinils  we  obtain  should  be  mustered  in  to  draw  pay.  His  duties 
as  inspector  and  chief  of  cavalry  are  not  of  a character  to  i)revent  the  full 
and  faithful  discharge  of  the  appointment  I ask. 
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I ougbt  to  liavc  iiiiotlier  biittalioii  of  cavalry  to  do  ellcclivc  work 
with  the  guerrillas,  but  will  do  all  that  can  be  done  with  what  I have. 

I a-in,  colonel,  verv  respectfully, 

E.  E.  LIVINGSTON, 

Colonel  First  Regiment  XebrasJca  Cavalry^  Comdg.  District. 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena.,  Arlc.j  December  31, 18G3. 


Capt.  T.  H.  Harris, 

Assistant  Adjiitant-  General : 


Sir  : I feel  it  my  duty  to  report  to  General  Hurlbut  that,  in  my  opin- 
ion, General  Grant’s  Orders,  No.  57,  in  reference  to  speculations  in 
cotton  below  Helena,  is  violated  almost  daily.  A few  days  ago  I sent  a 
cavalry  scout,  with  an  infantry  guard,  on  a lioat,  to  Coahoma  and  Boli- 
var Counties,  Mississippi,  which  succeeded  in  capturing  7 prisoners  of 
war.  When  the  boat  rounded  to  at  Miffleton’s  Landing,  the  S.  B.  Nov- 
elty was  there,  anchored  about  30  yards  from  the  shore,  and  when  my 
troops  were  seen,  about  20  men,  some  of  them  soldiers  in  the  0.  S. 
Army,  ran,  one  of  whom  was  captured.  All  the  persons  examined  said 
the  boat  was  trading,  and  the  customers  were  rebels.  One  of  the  lots 
of  goods  was  for  a Mr.  Parks,  who  is  known  to  be  a soldier  in  the  C.  S. 
Armj".  My  scouts  camped  at  his  house.  To-day  the  S.  B.  Hudson 
reports  here,  with  thirty-one  lots  of  goods,  permitted  at  Saint  Louis,  and 
all  purchased  on  the  credit  of  J.  H.  Moore,  who  is  here,  and  all  consigned 
to  Friar’s  Point.  I have  examined  Mr.  Moore,  and  J.  H.  Browne,  who 
selected  the  goods  for  the  thirty-one  parties,  and  it  appears  to  me,  from 
the  reluctant  testimony,  that  these  goods  are  sent  to  Friar’s  Point  on 
an  agreement  to  ship  Moore  at  this  place  cotton  to  pay  for  them.  Is 
this  not  in  violation  of  General  Grant’s  Orders,  No.  57  ? 

I must  either  do  my  whole  duty  or  halt  between  two  opinions.  These 
thirty-one  lots  of  goods  are  not  permitted  by  any  military  authority. 
I advocate  free  trade  in  preference  to  such  a licensed  trade  as  this. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  BUFOED, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Hon.  Secretary  of  War  : 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  December  31,  1863, 


Sir  : Please  fix  up  the  department  to  which  Curtis  is  to  go,  without 
waiting  to  wind  up  the  Missouri  matter.  Lane  is  very  anxious  to  have 
Fort  Smith  in  it,  and  I am  willing,  unless  there  be  decided  military 
reasons  to  the  contrary,  in  which  case,  of  course,  I am  not  for  it.  It 
will  oblige  me  to  have  the  Curtis  department  fixed  at  once. 

Yours,  truly, 

A.  LINCOLN. 


[rndorsemoiit.] 


Eeferred  to  General  in-Chief,  to  prepare  order  and  submit  for  consid- 
eration. 


EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield  com- 
manding, for  December,  1863  j headquarters  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


Command. 


Department  staff  (Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 

Benton  Barracks,  Col.  B.  L.  E.  Bonneville : 

Staff 

Infantry 

Cavalry 

Artillery 


Total  Benton  Barracks 


Schofield  Barracks,  Capt.  James  Clifford ! 

Infantry 

Cavalry 


Total  Schofield  Barracks 


District  of  Saint  Louis,  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk : 

Staff  (Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 

Franklin,  Mo.,  Capt.  John  F.  TV.  Dette 

New  Madrid,  Mo.,  Capt.  Valentine  Preuitt 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  Col.  Eichard  G.  Woodson 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  Col.  John  B.  Bogers 

Post  of  Saint  Louis,  Col.  James  H.  Baker 


Total  District  of  Saint  Louis. 


District  of  Eolla,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies : 

Staff  (Eolla,  Mo.) 

Troops  at  Eolla 

Troops  at  other  points 


Total  District  of  EoUa. 


District  of  Southwestern  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen.  John  B. 
Sanborn ; 

Staff  (Springfield,  Mo.) 

Springneld,  Mo 

Cassville,  Mo.,  Lieut.  JohnE.  Phelps 

Fayetteville,  Ark.,  Col.  M.  La  Eue  Harrison 

Missouri  State  Militia  (at  various  points) 


Total  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri. 


District  of  Central  Missouri,  Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  B.  Brown : 

Staff  (Jefferson  City,  Mo.) 

Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  Lieut.  Col.  Josiah  F.  Marsh 

Warrensburg,  Mo.,  Col.  James  McFerran 

Camp  near  Otterville,  Mo.,  Col.  George  H.  HaU 

Sedalia,  Mo.,  Col.  John  F.  Philips 


Total  District  of  Central  Missouri. 


District  of  Northern  Missoiiri,  Col.  Odon  Guitar: 

Staff’  (Macon  City,  Mo.) 

Troops  in  district 


Total  District  of  Northern  Missouri. 


District  of  the  Border,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  jr.: 

Staff  (Kansas  City,  Mo.) 

Troops  in  district 


Total  District  of  the  Border. 


District  of  the  Frontier,  Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil: 

Staff'  (Fort  Smith,  Ark.) 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  Col.  John  Edwards 

Eoseville,  Ark.,  Col  James  M.  Williams 


Van  Buren,  Ark.,  Lieut.  Henry  Goodsell 

First  Brigade.  Col.  William  A.  Phillips  (Fort  Gib- 


Brigade, 
son,  C.  N >. 


Present  for 
duty. 


16 


109 


114 


48 


76 


97 


34 


91 


100 


9 

119 

21 

1 


1,431 
1, 721 


3, 152 


150 


150 


118 

134 

816 

718 

943 


2,  729 


584 

458 


1,042 


434 
419 
737 
1, 473 


3,  063 


158 

747 

662 

745 


2, 312 


674 


674 


2,  602 


2,  602 


2,848 
679 
52 
1, 771 


16 


3 

1, 723 
2, 418 


4, 144 


183 


183 


4 

122 

232 

1,284 

887 

1,473 


4,  002 


772 

579 


1, 357 


4 

505 

554 

982 

739 


3, 784 


4 

220 

837 

782 


2,740 


5 

845 


850 


3,  252 


3, 261 


9 

3, 515 
683 
75 
2,  083 


p,  a 

03 
05  rP 


® 3 


19 


3 

1,737 
2, 746 


192 


192 


4 
146 
303 
1,622 
1,164 
1,  835 


5, 074 


977 

654 


1,  637 


4 

675 
738 
1,201 
2, 147 


4,765 


4 
340 
1,023 
920 
1,  047 


3,  334 


5 

948 


953 


9 

4,  332 


4,  341 


4,  280 
780 
85 
2, 595 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


14 


10 


16 
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Command. 


District  of  tlie  Frontier,  Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil— Cont’d. 
Second  Brigade,  Col.  John  Edwards  (FortSmith,  Ark.) . 
Third  Brigade,  Col.  Thomas  M.  Bowen  (Van  Buren, 
Ark.). 

Clarksville,  Ark.,  Lieut.  Gideon  M.  Waugh 


Total  District  of  the  Frontier. 


District  of  Nebraska,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  McKean: 

Stafi'  (Omaha,  Nebr.) 

T roops  in  district 


Total  District  of  Nebraska. 


District  of  Colorado,  Col.  John  M.  Chivington  (Denver, 
Colo.). 

District  of  Northeastern  Arkansas,*  Col.  EobertE.  Liv- 
ingston: 

Staff 

Cavalry 

Artillery 


Total  District  of  Northeastern  Arkansas. 


Army  of  Arkansas,  Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Steele  (Little 
Eock,  Ark.) : 

First  Cavalry  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Davidson 
(Little  Eock,  Ark.). 

Second  Infantry  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  Eugene  A.  Carr 
(Little  Eock,  Ark.). 

Third  Infantry  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Salo- 
mon (Little  Eock,  Ark.). 

Cavalry  Brigade,  Col.  Powell  Clayton  (Pine  Bluff, 
Ark.). 

Total  Army  of  Arkansas 


Military  Prison,  Col.  George  W.  Kincaid  (Alton,  111.) . 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  (Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 


Present  for 
duty. 


283 


29 


55 


169 

211 

118 

36 


534 


1,  020 

530 

286 


1,314 

763 

326 


7, 086  8, 768 


1 

466 


467 


1, 136 


558 

20 


24  1 578 


3,  769 
4,061 
2, 498 
643 


10,  971 


31 


130 


463 


2, 316 


8 

593 


601 


1,  552 


2 

823 

27 


852 


5,390 
5,  221 
3,319 
1,  016 


14, 946 


p<  © 


© fl 


2, 003 
1, 164 

373 


11, 


709 


718 


2,  000 


2 

1,  004 
28 


1,  034 


7,  783 

8,  273 
4,  854 
1,227 


22, 137 


667  703 


2,  651  3,  688 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


19 


18 


53 


EECAPITULATION. 


Department  staff  

Benton  Barracks 

Schofield  Barracks 

District  of  Saint  Louis 

District  of  Eolla 

District  of  Southwestern  Missouri 

District  of  Central  Missouri 

District  of  Northern  Missouri 

District  of  the  Border 

District  of  the  Frontier 

District  of  Nebraska 

District  of  Colorado 

District  of  Northeastern  Arkansas 

Army  of  Arkansas 

Military  prison  at  Alton,  111 

Enrolled  Missouri  Militia 

Total 


16 

16 

19 

109 

3, 152 

4, 144 

4,  486 

5 

150 

183 

192 

114 

2,  729 

4,  002 

5,  074 

14 

16 

48 

1,042 

1,357 

1,637 

6 

76 

3,  063 

3,  784 

4,  765 

16 

97 

2,  312 

2, 740 

3,334 

6 

34 

674 

850 

953 

100 

2,  602 

3,  261 

4,  341 

6 

3 

283 

7.  086 

8,  768 

11,  289 

19 

29 

467 

601 

718 

4 

55 

1, 136 

1,552 

2,  000 

18 

24 

578 

852 

1,034 

2 

534 

10,  971 

14,  946 

22, 137 

53 

31 

463 

667 

703 

130 

2,316 

2,  651 

3,  688 

1,  685 

38,  741 

50,  374 

66,  370 

20 

143 

* District  organized  November  30,  1863. 
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Organization  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri^  commanded  by 
ATaj,  Gen.  John  Al.  Schofield,  December  31,  1863. 

ARMY  OF  ARKANSAS. 

Maj.  Gen.  Frederick  Steele. 


ESCORT. 

3d  Illinois  Cavalry,  Company  D,  Lieut.  Jonathan  Kersner. 
15th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Comijany  H,  Capt.  Thomas  J.  Beehe. 


FIRST  (cavalry)  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Davidson. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Cyrus  Bussey. 

3d  Iowa  Cavalry,  Maj.  George  Dnffield. 
32d  Iowa  Infantry  (mounted),  Capt. 
Charles  A.  L.  Roszell. 

1st  Missouri  Cavalry,  Capt.  George  W. 
Hanna. 

7th  Missouri  Cavalry,  Maj.  Milton  II. 
Brawner. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Lewis  Merrill. 

2d  Missouri  Cavalry,'  Maj.  Garrison 
Harker. 

3d  Missouri  Cavalry,  Col.  Thomas  G. 
Black. 

8th  Missouri  Cavalry,  Col.  Washington 
F.  Geiger. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Daniel  Anderson. 

10th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  James  Stuart. 

1st  Iowa  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  W.  Caldwell. 

Not  brigaded. 

24th  Missouri  (detachment  of),  Capt.  Sampson  P.  Barris. 

13th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Maj.  Albert  Erskine. 

1st  Missouri  Cavalry,  Company  C (escort),  Lieut.  William  White. 
2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  D,  Capt.  Chailes  Schaerff. 
2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  E,  Capt.  Gustave  Stange. 
2r)th  Ohio  Battery,  Lieut.  Edward  B.  Hubbard. 

SECOND  division. 


Brig.  Gen.  Eugene  A.  Carr. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Adolph  Engelmann. 

43d  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Adolph  Dengler. 
126th  Illinois,  Capt.  Alfred  N.  Smyser. 
40th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  F.  Cooj)er. 
22d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Homer  Thrall. 
27th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Conrad  Krez. 

11th  Ohio  Battery,  Lieut.  Fletcher  E. 
Armstrong. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  William  H.  Graves. 

18th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  B. 
Marks. 

54th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Augustus  H. 
Chapman. 

Gist  Illinois,  Maj.  Daniel  Grass. 

106th  Illinois,  Col.  Robert  B.  Latham. 
12th  Michigan,  Capt.  Darius  Brown. 

3d  Minnesota,  Maj.  Everett  W.  Foster. 
5th  Ohio  Battery,  Lieut.  Anthony  B. 
Burton. 


Not  brigaded. 

62d  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  M.  Meeker. 

.50th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  T.  Wells. 

Vaughn’s  (Illinois)  battery,  Lieut.  Iklward  B.  Stillings. 
13th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Com[)a!)y  C,  Caj)!.  G.  Allen  May. 


Chap.  XXXIV.] 


761 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


TlIIliD  DIVISION. 

Briir.  Gen.  Frederick  Salomon. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  William  E.  McLean. 

43d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  John  C.  Major. 
36th  Iowa,  Col.  Charles  W.  Kittredge. 
77th  Ohio,  Col.  William  13.  Mason. 


Second  BrUjaae. 

Col.  James  M.  Lewis. 

29th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Roht.  E.  Patterson. 
33d  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Cyrus  H.  Maekey. 
9th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Charles  E.  Salomon. 
28th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Edmund  B. 
Gray. 


Artillery. 

3d  Iowa  Battery,  Lieut.  Melvil  C.  Wright. 

1st  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  K,  Capt.  Stillman  O.  Fish. 

Independent  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Col.  Powell  Clayton. 

1st  Indiana  (eight  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  N.  Pace. 

5th  Kansas  (ten  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Wilton  A.  Jenkins. 

LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK.* 

2d  Arkansas,  Colored  (two  companies),  Maj.  George  W.  Burchard. 
3d  Arkansas  Cavalry  (detachment),  Lieut.  Col.  Irving  W.  Fuller. 
4th  Arkansas  Cavalry  (nine  companies),  Capt.  William  A.  Martin. 


DISTRICT  OF  THE  BORDER. 


Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  Jr. 


Balliown,  Mo. 


Fort  Lamed,  Kans. 


3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Company  A,  Capt. 
Robert  Carpenter. 

1 

Camp  Insley,  Mo. 

3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Company  F,  Capt. 
David  S.  Vittum. 

Delaware  Ageney,  Kans. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt. 
Asaph  Allen. 

Dry  Wood,  Mo. 

3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Companies  C and 
D,  Lieut.  Fernando  C.  Kizer. 

Emporia,  Kans. 

15th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  M,  Capt. 
Edward  Metz. 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

Col.  Charles  R.  Jennison. 

15th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Companies  A,  B,  G, 
and  FI,  Maj.  John  M.  Laing. 
Invalid  Corps  (one  company),  Capt.  John 
VauderhOrck. 


Capt.  Horatio  N.  F.  Read. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  I. 

12th  Kansas  Infantry,  Company  H,  Capt. 

James  W.  Parmetar. 

9th  Wisconsin  Battery,  (left  section), 
Lieut.  Watson  D.  Crocker. 

Fort  Lyon,  Colo.\ 

2d  Colorado  Cavalry,  Companies  F,  G, 
and  K,  Maj.  Jesse  L.  Pritchard. 

Fort  liiley,  Kans. 

11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  G,  Capt. 
Nathaniel  A.  Adams. 


Fort  Scott,  Kans. 

Lieut.  Col.  Charles  W.  Blair. 

2d  Kansas  Battery  (right  section),  Lieut. 
Daniel  C.  Knowles. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  L,  Capt. 
John  I.  Delasliniutt. 

10th  Kansas  Infantry,  Companies  H and 

K. 


* These  troops  are  not  accounted  for  on  tlie  department  return, 
t Garrison  en  route  to  Kansas  City. 
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Uarrisonville,  Mo. 

9tli  Kansas  Cavalry,  Companies E and  G, 
Lieut.  Col.  Charles  S.  Clark. 

Humloldt,  Kans.* 

Maj.  Preston  B.  Plumb. 

11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Companies  C,  F, 
and  K. 

3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Company  M, 
Capt.  Jay  Thompson. 

Independence,  Mo. 

11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt. 
Jacob  G.  Rees. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Maj.  Henry  H.  Williams. 

2d  Colorado  Cavalry,  Company  F,  Capt. 
George  West. 

15th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Companies  I and  L, 
Capt.  Samuel  W.  Greer. 

Lawrence,  Kans. 

ft 

11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  E,  Capt. 
Edmund  G.  Ross. 


Olathe,  Kans. 

15th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  K,  Capt. 
Joseph  B.  Swain. 

Pleasant  Hill,  Mo. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Companies  D and  K, 
Capt.  Charles  F.  Coleman. 

Sibley,  Mo. 

11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  H,  Lieut. 
John  W.  Ridgway. 

TopeTca,  Kans. 

15th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  F,  Capt. 
Orren  A.  Curtis. 

Westport,  Mo. 

11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  A,  Capt. 
Henry  E.  Palmer. 

Escort  to  New  Mexico. 

Maj.  James  A.  Phillips. 

4th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany I,  Capt.  Daniel  Rice. 

11th  Missouri  Cavalry,  Company  A,  Lieut. 
Peter  F.  Clark. 


TROOPS  ON  THE  BORDER.! 

Col.  Edward  Lynde. 


Aubrey,  Kans. 

11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  I,  Capt. 
Jerome  Kunkel. 

Barnesville,  Kans. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  H,  Lieut. 
John  M.  Singer. 

Coldwater  Grove,  Kans. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  F,  Lieut. 
Henry  H.  Opdyke. 

Hickman  Mills,  Mo. 

11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  I,  Capt. 
Lewis  D.  Joy. 


Paola,  Kans. 

15th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  C,  Capt. 
Benjamin  F.  Simpson. 

Trading  Post,  Kans. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Companies  A,  C,  and 
M,  Capt.  George  F.  Earl. 

West  Point,  Mo. 

15th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  D,  Capt. 
Tyrus  I.  Hurd. 


DISTRICT  OF  SOUTHWESTERN  MISSOURI. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Sanborn. 


Cassville,  Mo. 


Gasconade  Crossing,  Mo. 


2d  Arkansas  Cavalry  (nine  companies), 
Lieut.  Col.  John  E.  Phelps. 


8th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany D,  Capt.  John  T.  Wilson. 


* Company  E,  Fifteenth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Capt.  Curtis  Johnson,  reported  ew  rowte  to 
this  post. 

t Headquarters  at  Trading  Post,  Kans. 
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Faijetteville,  Ark. 

Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison. 

1st  Arkansas  Cavalry,  Maj.  Ezra  FitcL.. 

1st  Arkansas  Battery,  Capt.  Denton  D. 
Stark. 

Lebanon,  Mo. 

8th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies E,  F,  G,  and  H,  Col.  Joseph 
J.  Gravely. 

Mount  Vernon,  Mo. 

7th  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia, 
Col.  John  D.  Allen. 

Neosho,  Mo. 

Cth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies G and  H,  Maj.  'Vyilliam 
Plumb. 

8th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies L and  M,  Capt.  Ozias  Ruark. 


Ozark,  Mo. 

8th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies A,  B,  C,  and  I,  Lieut.  Ly- 
curgus  Lindsay. 

Springfield,  Mo. 

Col.  Edwin  C.  Catherwood. 

2d  Arkansas  Cavalry,  Company  K,Capt. 

Samuel  P.  Dickinson. 

Cth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Capt. 
George  W.  Murphy. 

11th  Missouri  Cavalry  (four  companies), 
Maj.  Lewis  C.  Pace. 

1st  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  L, 
Lieut.  Charles  Stierlin. 

2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery  (recruits), 
Capt.  John  W.  Rabb. 

6th  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri  Mili- 
tia, Col.  Fedelio  S.  Jones. 

Warden’s  Station,  Mo. 

8th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany K,  Lieut.  Henry  Gratheer. 


DISTRICT  OF  THE  FRONTIER, 
Brig.  Gen,  John  McNeil. 


Clarksville,  Ark. 

2d  Arkansas,  Companies  A,  B,  C,  D,  and 
E,  Lieut.  Gideon  M.  Waugh. 

Fort  Smiih,  Ark. 

Col.  John  Edwards. 

18th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Hugh  J.  Campbell. 
2d  Kansas  (colored).  Col.  Samuel  J. 
Crawford. 

12th  Kansas  (nine  companies),  Col. 
Charles  W.  Adams. 

Cth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  Will- 
iam T.  Campbell. 

14th  Kansas  Cavalry  (eight  companies), 
Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Moonlight. 

2d  Kansas  Battery,  Capt.  Edward  A. 
Smith. 

3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Company  I, 
Lieut.  Josiah  G.  Cavert. 

Eoseville,  Ark. 

1st  Kansas  (colored).  Col.  James  M.  Will- 
iams. 

3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Company  G, 
Lieut.  Henry  Goodsell. 


First  Brigade  (at  Fort  Gibson,  C.  N.). 
Col.  William  A.  Phillips. 

1st  Indian  Home  Guards,  Col.  Stephen 
H.  Wattles. 

2d  Indian  Home  Guards,  Maj.  Moses  B. 
C.  Wright. 

3d  Indian  Home  Guards,  Maj.  John 
A.  Foreman. 

14th  Kansas  Cavalry  (four  companies), 
Maj.  Charles  Willetts. 

Second  Brigade  (at  Fort  Smith,  Ark.). 

Col.  John  Edwards. 

1st  Arkansas,  Col.  James  M.  Johnson. 
2d  Kansas  Cavalry,  Maj.  Julius  G.  Fisk. 
2d  Indiana  Battery,  Lieut.  Hugh  Espey. 

Third  Brigade  (at  Van  Buren,  Ark.). 

Col.  Thomas  M.  Bowen. 

13th  Kansas,  Lieut.  Col.  John  B.  Wheeler. 
3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry  (five  companies), 
Maj.  John  C.  Schroeling. 

Hopkins’ (Kansas)  battery,  Lieut.  John  F. 
Aduddell. 


DISTRICT  OF  NORTHEASTERN  ARKANSAS.* 

Col.  Robert  R.  Livingston. 

1st  Nebraska  Cavalry  (ten  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  William  Baumer. 

11th  Missouri  Cavalry  (five  companies),  Capt.  Albert  B.  Kauffman. 

2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  section  Battery  D,  Lieut.  Frederick  W.  von  Bodengen. 


* Troops  en  route  to  Batesville,  Ark. 
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DISTRICT  OF  CENTRAL  MISSOURI. 


Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  B.  Brown. 


Camp  near  Ottervillc,  Mo. 

4tli  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Col. 
George  H.  Hall. 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. 

9tli  Minnesota,  Companies  C,  D,  F,  and 
K,  Lieut.  Col.  JosiaR  F.  Marsh. 


Sedalia,  Mo. 

7th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Col. 
John  F.  Philips. 

1st  Battery  Missouri  State  Militia,  Capt. 
Charles  H.  Thurher. 

Warrensdary,  Mo. 

1st  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Col. 
James  McFerran. 


DISTRICT  OF  NORTHERN  MISSOURI. 
Brig.  Gen.  Odon  Guitar. 


Columbia,  Mo. 

9th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany F,  Lieut.  Marshall  H.  Harris. 

Fayette,  Mo. 

9th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany A,  Lieut.  Josei)h  M.  Street. 

Savannah,  Mo. 

9th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany M,  Capt.  Samuel  A.  Hunter. 


. Macon,  Mo. 

9th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (six 
companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  M. 
Draper. 

Saint  Joseph,  Mo. 

9th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies B and  K,  Maj.  Samuel  A. 
Garth. 


DISTRICT  OF,  COLORADO. 
Col.  John  M.  Ciiivington. 


Camp  Collins,  Colo. 

Ist  Colorado  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Lieut. 
George  W.  Hawkins. 

Camp  Curtis,  Colo. 

1st  Colorado  Cavalry,  Company  C,  Lieut. 
Clark  Dunn. 

Camp  Fillmore,  Colo. 

1st  Colorado’Cavalry,  Company  L,  Lieut. 
George  L.  Shoup. 

Camp  Weld,  Qolo. 

1st  Colorado  Cavalry,  Companies  D,  G, 
and  H,  Maj.  Edward  W.  Wyukoop. 
Independent  battery,  Colorado  Artillery, 
Lieut.  Chancy  M.  Cossitt. 

Fort  Ualleclc,  Idaho. 

11th  Ohio  Cavalry,  Companies  C and  F, 
Maj.  Thomas  L.  Mackey. 


• Fort  Garland,  Colo. 

1st  Colorado  Cavalry,  Companies  A and 
E,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  F.  Tappan. 
1st  Colorado  Battery  (right  section), 
Lieut.  William  B.  Moore. 

Fort  Laramie,  JSebr. 

11th  Ohio  Cavalry  (six  companies),  Lieut. 
Col.  William  O.  Collins. 

Fort  Lyon,  Colo. 

1st  Colorado  Cavalry,  Companies  F,  K, 
and  M,  Capt.  Samuel  H.  Cook. 

9th  Wisconsin  Battery,  Lieut.  John  A. 
Edington. 

Guadaloupe,  Colo. 

Ist  Colorado  Cavalry,  Company  I,  Capt. 
Charles  Kerber. 
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DISTRICT  OF  NEBRASKA. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  McKean. 
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CoUonwood  Springs,  Nelr. 

Tth  Iowa  Cavalry,  Companies  F and  G, 
Maj.  George  M.  O’Brien. 

Dal'ota,  Nchr. 

7tli  Iowa  Cavalry,  Company  B (detacli- 
ment),  Capt.  Jobii  Wilcox. 

DISTRICT 
Brig.  Gen.  Tiioi^ 

Big  Finey,  Little  Fineij,  and  Folia,  Mo. 

2d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Comi^auies  A,  D, 
G,  and  K,  Cajit.  William  Woods. 

Camp  Davis,  Folia,  Mo. 

5tb  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies D,  F,  K,  and  L,  Lieut.  Col. 
Josej)!!  A.  Eppstein. 

Camp  Folia,  Mo. 

1st  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  L, 
Capt.  Junius  W.  MacMurray. 

Fort  Wyman,  Folia,  Mo. 

9tli  Minnesota,  Companies  A,  B,  E,  and  I, 
Caj)t.  Horace  B.  Strait. 

DISTRICT  OF 
Brig.  Gen.  Cl 
Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. 

2d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (nine 
companies),  Col.  John  B.  Rogers. 

2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Batteries  A 
and  C,  Capt.  John  E.  Strodtman. 

Charleston,  Mo. 

2d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany I (detachment),  Lieut.  James 
A.  Ewing. 

New  Madrid,  Mo. 

Ist  Missouri  Cavalry,  Companies  11,  I, 
and  L,  Capt.  Valentine  Preuitt. 

2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  B 
(heavy),  Capt.  John  J.  Sutter. 

Outpost,  Bloomfield,  Mo. 

2d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies A and  M,  Lieut.  Col.  Hiram 
M.  Hiller. 


Fort  Kearny,  Nehr. 

7th  Iowa  Cavalry,  Companies  A,  D,  and 
K,  Maj.  Joim  S.  Wood. 

Omaha,  Kchr. 

7th  Iowa  Cavalry,  Companies  C and  E, 
Col.  Samuel  W.  Summers. 

OF  ROLLA. 

IAS  A.  Davies. 

Houston,  Mo. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies B and  G,  Capt.  Richard  Mur- 
i>iiy- 

Cth  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia, 
Company  I,  Capt.  A.  McKinney. 

Salem,  Mo. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies C and  M,  Capt.  Levi  E.  Why- 
bark. 

Waynesville,  Mo. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies A,  E,  and  H,  Maj.  Waldemar 
Fischer. 


SAINT  LOUIS. 

s^TON  B.  Fisk. 

Outpost,  Cenireville,  Mo. 

3d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany C,  Capt.  Solon  A.  C!.  Bart- 
lett. 

Outpost,  Farmington,  Mo. 

3d  Missouri  State  Militia,  Company  B, 
Capt.  Henry  B.  Milks. 

Outpost,  Fredericlctoivn,  Mo. 

3d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany I,  Capt.  Hiram  A.  Rice. 

Pilot  Knoh,  Mo. 

Col.  Riciiakd  G.  Woodson. 

1st  Missouri  State  Militia  Infantry,  Com- 
panies C,  D,  F,  and  I,  Lieut.  Col. 
John  N.  Herder. 

3d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (eight 
companies),  Maj.  James  Wilson. 

()th  IMissouri  Cavalry,  Com])anies  A,  D, 
E,  and  L,  Maj.  Samuel  IMontgomery. 
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Oulpost,  Patterson,  Mo. 

3(1  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies A and  L,  Capt.  William  T. 
Deeper. 


Pacific,  Mo. 

Ist  Missouri  State  Militia  Infantry,  Com- 
panies E and  H,  Capt.  JoEn  F.  W. 
Dette. 


POST  OF  SAINT  LOUIS,  MO. 

Col.  James  H.  Baker. 


7tli  Minnesota,  Maj.  George  Bradley. 

Oth  Minnesota,  Companies  G and  H,  Maj.  Williani  Markliam. 
lOth  Minnesota,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  P.  Jennison. 

2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  G,  Lieut.  Col.  Nelson  Cole. 


MISCELLANEOUS  POSTS. 

Benton  Barracks,  Mo. 

Col.  Benjamin  L.  E.  Bonneville. 

1st  Missouri  State  Militia  Infantry,  Companies  A and  K,  Capt.  John  Rupp. 

Ist  Missouri  Infantry  (African  descent).  Col.  Thomas  H.  Barrett. 

2d  Missouri  Infantry  (African  descent),  Companies  A and  B,  Capt.  Thomas  Sharp. 
2d  Colorado  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  H.  Dodd. 

9th  Iowa  Cavalry,  Col.  Matthew  M.  Trumbull. 

9th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Company  C,  Capt.  John  D.  McFarland, 
llth  Missouri  Cavalry,  Company  M,  Capt.  George  W.  Weber. 

12th  Missouri  Cavalry  (live  companies  and  detachment),  Maj.  Richard  H.  Brown. 
Post  hospital,  Surg.  ira  Russell. 

Schofield  Barracks,  Mo. 

1st  Missouri  Cavalry,  Company  F,  Capt.  James  Clifford. 

Military  prison  at  Alton,  III. 

.37th  Iowa,  Col.  George  W.  Kincaid. 

ENROLLED  MISSOURI  MILITIA.* 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  L.  Crawford,  commanding  Second  District. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  R.  McCormick,  commanding  Third  District. 

Brig.  Gen.  Colly  B.  Holland,  commanding  Fourth  District. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  B.  Douglass,  commanding  Eighth  and  Ninth  Districts. 

1st  Provisional  Enrolled  Militia  (four  companies),  Maj.  Lewis  P.  Miller. 

2d  Provisional  Enrolled  Militia  (one  company),  Maj.  Asbury  C.  Marsh. 

3d  Provisional  Enrolled  Militia  (one  company). 

4th  Provisional  Enrolled  Militia  (four  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  J.  Swain. 
6th  Provisional  Enrolled  Militia  (eleven  companies),  Col.  Fedelio  S.  Jones. 

7th  Provisional  Enrolled  Militia  (twelve  companies),  Col.  John  D.  Allen. 

9th  Provisional  Enrolled  Militia  (mustered  out). 

SLst  Enrolled  Militia  (two  companies).  Col.  Manlove  Cranor. 

42d  Enrolled  Militia  (one  company). 

68th  Enrolled  Militia  (one  company),  Capt.  Johnson  W.  Jewett. 

67th  Enrolled  Militia  (one  company),  Lieut.  A.  Kempinsky. 

74th  Enrolled  Militia  (one  company),  Lieut.  John  V.  Hoover. 

75th  Enrolled  Militia  (one  company),  Capt.  Jacob  Huffman. 

80th  Enrolled  Militia  (four  companies).  Col.  L.  J.  Rankin. 

8lst  Enrolled  Militia  (four  companies).  Col.  John  Scott. 

82d  Enrolled  Militia  (five  companies),  Col.  James  H.  Moss. 


* At  Albany,  Bailey’s,  Bethany,  Big  River  Bridge,  Carrollton,  Chillicothe,  Fulton, 
Glasgow,  Hannibal,  Huntsville,  Jefferson  City,  Kinswick,  Liberty,  Marysville,  Melan, 
Mexico,  Oregon,  Richmond,  Saint  Joseph,  Sand  Springs,  Springfield,  Victoria,  and 
Wellsville,  and  in  Cedar,  Christian,  Dade,  Dallas,  Douglas,  Greene,  Lawrence,  New- 
ton, Polk,  Stone,  and  Webster  Counties, 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest,  Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope  command- 

ing,  for  December,  1863. 


Command. 


Present  for 
duty. 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


w 


2 

'S 


Department  staff  (Milwautee,  Wis.) 

District  of  Wisconsin,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  H.  Smith : 

Staff  (Milwaukee,  Wis.) 

Infantry 

Total  District  of  Wisconsin 

District  of  Minnesota,  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  H.  Sibley : 

Staff  (Saint  Paul,  Minn.) 

Infantry 

Cavalry 

Artillery 

Total  District  of  Minnesota 

District  of  Iowa,  Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Sully  : 

Staff  (Davenport,  Iowa) 

Infantry 

Cavalry 

Total  District  of  Iowa 

Grand  total 


15  5 


3 3 

17  481 


20  484 


20 


6 

616 


622 


20 


7 

765 


772 


24 

65 

21 

6 


1,  243 
879 
116 


24 
1,728 
1,  061 
129 


24 
1,781 
1,  075 
131 


116 


2, 238 


2,  942 


3,  on 


12 

8 

37 


198 

778 


13 
232 
1,  319 


13  5 

284  

1,571  


57 


976 


1,  564 


5 


208 


3, 703 


5, 148 


5, 671 


5 


1 

8 

15 


24 


7 


7 


Organization  of  troojps  in  the  Depariment  of  the  N'orthivest,  commanded 
hy  Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  Becemler  31,  1863. 

DISTRICT  OF  WISCONSIN. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  H.  Smith. 

30tli  Wisconsin  (detachment),  Col.  Daniel  J.  Dill. 


DISTRICT  OF  MINNESOTA. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  H.  Sibley. 

6th  Minnesota,  Col.  William  Crooks. 

8th  Minnesota,  Col.  Minor  T.  Thomas. 

6th  and  10th  Minnesota  (detachments).  Col.  Minor  T.  Thomas. 

2d  Minnesota  Cavalry]  Maj.  Robert  N.  McLaren. 

Hatch’s  Battalion  Minnesota  Cavalry,  Maj.  Edwin  A.  C.  Hatch. 

3d  Minnesota  Battery,  convalescents,  invalid  corps,  sick  in  hospital,  (&c., 
Maj.  Robert  N.  McLaren. 


DISTRICT  OF  IOWA. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Sully. 

30th  Wisconsin  (detachment).  Companies  D and  F,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  M.  Bartlett. 
Dakota  Cavalry,  Company  A,  Capt.  Nelson  Miner. 

Dakota  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt.  William  Tripp. 

6th  Iowa  Cavalry,  Col.  David  S.  Wilson. 

7th  Iowa  Cavalry,  Company  I,  Capt.  Andrew  J.  Millard. 

7th  Iowa  Cavalry  (detachments).  Companies  K,  L,  and  M,  Capt.  Bradley  Mahana. 
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General  Orders,  ) War  Department,  Adjt.  Gen.^s  Office, 

1^0.  ) Washington^  January  1,  1804. 

By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel 
E.  Curtis,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Kansas,  which  will  consist  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  the  Territo- 
ries of  Nebraska  and  Colorado,  and  the  Indian  Territory,  including  the 
military  f)ost  of  Fort  Smith  j headquarters  at  Fort  Leavenworth. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


IlDQRS.  Dist.  of  Minnesota,  Dept,  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  January  3,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Northivest,  MilwauJcee^  Wis. : 

General  : I have  received  dispatches  from  Major  Hatch,  dated  Pem- 
bina, 21st  ultimo.  A synopsis  of  the  information  contained  therein  is 
as  follows,  viz: 

The  bands  of  Little  Crow  and  Little  Six  are  still  near  Fort  Garry,  on 
British  soil,  and  so  annoying  has  their  conduct  become  that  the  settlers 
have  resolved  upon  their  forcible  expulsion.  Major  Hatch  has  been 
written  to,  at  the  request  of  these  murdering  refugees,  that  they  have 
9 criminals  only,  including  Little  Six  himself,  whom  they  are  willing  to 
surrender  to  our  military  authorities  as  the  price  of  peace.  A detach- 
ment had  been  sent  out  to  a point  5 miles  beyond  Saint  Joseph,  to  fall 
upon  and  destroy  three  lodges  encamped  there.  The  service  was  per- 
formed, and  G Sioux  killed. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  SIBLEY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[lodoraoment.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milimukee,  January  8,  1864. 

Eespectfully  transmitted  for  the  information  of  the  General-in-Chief. 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Post,  Cassville,  3Io.,  January  4, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Sanborn, 

Commanding  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri : 

I forward  reports  of  two  scouts,  one  under  command  of  Lieutenant . 
[Albert  A.]  Irwin,  the  other  in  charge  of  Lieut.  A.  J.  Garner,  Second 
Arkansas  Cavalry. 

On  the  24th  ultimo,  I gave  orders  to  Lieutenant  Garner  to  proceed  in 
the  direction  of  and  beyond  Pineville,  and  reconnoiter,  with  50  men,  and 
ascertain,  if  possible,  the  movements  of  Stand  Watie,  who  was  said  to  be 
in  that  neighborhood  with  500  or  600  men.  Lieutenant  Garner  arrived 
on  Cowskin  Creek;  found  that  Stand  Watie  had  been  there,  but  left  the. 
day  before.  He  followed  his  trail  to  the  line ; but  the  enemy  being  too 
far  ahead,  the  pursuit  was  fruitless,  and  abandoned.  At  the  headwaters 
of  Butler’s  Creek,  where  he  had  turned  ofi‘.  Lieutenant  Garner  found 
and  took  possession  of  a cave  with  a blacksmith’s  shop  and  about  100 
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busliels  of  corn  in  it.  He  destroyed  all.  Ten  miles  below,  on  the  same 
stream,  in  another  cave,  of  3 guerrillas  found  there,  1 was  killed  and  1 
wounded^  the  other  escaped.  In  this  cave  Lieutenant  Garner  found  a 
small  parcel  of  dry  goods,  about  2 pounds  of  gunpowder,  1 bushel  of 
salt,  1 shot-gun  and  1 rifle.  These  (but  the  dry-goods)  he  ordered  de- 
stroyed. From  a point  12  miles  farther  down  stream,  he  scouted  in 
various  directions,  and  found  himself  in  a section  of  country  swarming 
with  guerrillas.  He  burned  four  houses  on  Butler’s  Creek  and  seized 
three  yoke  of  oxen  and  as  many  wagons.  On  his  return,  the  29th  ultimo, 
he  turned  the  captured  i)roperty  over  to  the  quartermaster  at  this  post. 
He  had  marched,  while  reconnoiteriug  and  scouting,  about  150  miles. 
In  the  mean  time  information  was  received  that  one  of  my  men,  under 
Lieutenant  [Joseph]  Brown,  had  been  wounded  by  the  guerrillas  near 
Cross  Hollow.  I dispatched  Lieutenant  Irwin  to  that  vicinity  with  26 
men;  there  he  joined  Brown. 

With  his  party  augmented  by  4 of  Lieutenant  Brown’s  men,  the  bal- 
ance of  whom  were  ordered  to  return  to  Cassville  to  escort  the  wounded 
man,  Lieutenant  Irwin,  hearing  of  the  noted  guerrilla  Glover  of  that 
neighborhood,  proceeded  to  his  house  and  set  Are  ,to  it.  Glover  was 
not  there.  From  that  iflace  he  advanced  in  a northeast  direction,  and 
at  the  distance  of  about  1 mile  from  the  burning  house  made  out  3 bush- 
whackers lurking  in  his  front.  He  gave  chase  for  about  2 miles,  in  vain. 
The  guerrillas  had  taken  refuge  in  the  bush.  At  night,  December 
27,  1863,  Lieutenant  Irwin  camped  at  Block’s  Mill.  Next  morning  his 
pickets  were  fired  into,  but  the  enemy  fled  on  the  approach  of  Irwin’s 
jiarty  from  Block’s  Mill.  Lieutenant  Irwin  descended  in  a southeast 
direction.  On  the  White  Eiver,  at  the  ford,  saw,  but  failed  to  capture  or 
kill,  a mounted  guerrilla  ; crossed  over  to  the  northeast,  among  Ihe  hills 
bordering  the  river,  and  in  a ravine,  at  the  residence  of  Coon  Baker,  the 
most  notorious  guerrilla  of  that  region,  surprised  John  Boiler,  another 
bandit;  in  attempting  to  escape,  this  Boiler  was  shot  dead,  and  his 
horse,  arms,  and  accouterments  captured.  They  were  turned  over  to  the 
quartermaster  at  post.  Lieutenant  Irwin  thence  proceeded  northwest 
toward  Indian  Creek  ; here  another  guerrilla  and  robber  was  shot.  The 
hills  known  as  Boiler  Bidge  were  next  searched ; they  are  a well-known 
rendezvous  for  banditti,  murderers,  and  highwaymen.  Nothing  was 
found,  and  Lieutenant  Irwin,  after  four  days  of  meandering  march 
through  a very  rugged  country,  his  horses  tired,  almost  exhausted,  re- 
turned to  this  post  without  injury  or  loss.  He  marched  about  125  miles. 

I am,  &c., 

JOHN  E.  PHELPS, 

Lieut.  Third  JJ.  8.  Cav.^  Recruiting  Comr.  Second  Arlc..  Gomdg.  Post. 


JBYrC. 

General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  2.  ) Little  Rode,  Ark.,  January  6,  1863. 

All  deserters  belonging  to  the  Army  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment, and  still  absent  from  their  commands,  who  will  return  to  their  re- 
spective commands  before  the  1st  of  February,  1863,  will  be  restored  to 
duty  without  trial. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes: 

S.  S.  ANDEBSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smithy  Arh.y  January  8, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper,  Commanding y &c. : • 

Sir  : Having  been  appointed  by  the  general  in  command  of  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department  to  the  command  of  the  forces  in  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritory, I have  to  request  that  you  will  report  to  these  headquarters  as 
early  as  practicable,  showing  the  numbers,  condition,  and  all  other  facts 
necessary  to  be  known  in  regard  to  the  forces  now  under  your  command 
ill  the  Indian  Territory.  You  will  also  cause  to  be  communicated  to 
these  headquarters,  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  such  information 
as  may  be  obtainable  in  reference  to  the  quantity,  condition,  &c.,  of  the 
commissary  and  quartermaster’s  stores  in  the  possession  of  the  officers  of 
these  departments,  respectively,  in  the  Indian  Territory.  It  is  desirable 
that  a personal  interview  should  be  had  with  you  at  an  early  moment, 
if  the  same  can  be  had  without  prejudice  to  your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  STEELE,  . 

Brigadier  ~ General. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade,  January  8, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  T.  G.  Hindman,  Comma^iding  First  Corps : 

General  : I avail  of  Mr.  Grimes’  visit  to  headquarters  to  say  that 
letters  were  received  yesterday  from  Col.  Chilly  McIntosh  and  Colonel 
Watie.  The  former  gives  intelligence  of  a hostile  force  on  Deep  Fork^ 
Creek  FTation.  The  latter  is  encamped  on  Canadian,  in  the  Cherokee 
country,  near  Stans’  place,  known  as  Briartown.  Federals  and  Pins 
decamped  from  Gibson’s,  after  burning  Canton  and  Davis,  on  the  night 
of  28th  December,  and  marched,  without  halting,  to  Musgrove’s  (45  to 
50  miles),  near  Cincinnati.  Col.  D.  [K.}  McIntosh  sends  a copy  of  letter 
received  by  him  from  Colonel  Phillips,  making  overtures  to  the  Creeks. 
Duly  about  8 or  10  Creeks  w^ent  over  to  the  enemy,  and  these  not  of  the 
army.  Some  of  Colonel  Watie’s  men  and  other  Southern  Cherokees 
have  gone  over.  All  complain  of  destitution  and  the  inadequacy  of  the 
Confederate  protection.  My  opinion  is,  unless  a large  white  force,  well 
appointed  and  furnished  for  service,  be  sent  into  the  Indian  Territory 
soon,  that  upon  the  advent  of  the  Federals  next  spring  the  people  will 
be  prepared  to  submit  for  the  sake  of  saving  land  and  other  property. 
There  is  a strong  under-current  drifting  them  that  way  now. 

Truly,  yours,  &c., 

DOUGLAS  H.  COOPEE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[P.  S.] — I will  send  copies  of  the  letters  referred  to.  I am  concentrat- 
ing what  force  I can  at  the  Canadian  Depot  (Johnson’s  place),  but  we 
are  not  in  condition  for  service.  The  mules  will  scarcely  draw  empty 
wagons.  The  fact  is,  we  cut  such  a figure  that  our  forces  are  becoming 
an  object  of  derision  among  the  Indians. 


Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  First  Corps,  Trans-Miss.  Dept., 

Fort  Smithy  Arh^y.  January  13,  1863. 
John  E.  Baylor,  Governor  of  ArizonUy  tfic. : 

Governor:  Your  communication  addressed  to  Brigadier-General 
Pike,  in  reference  to  the  defense  of  Texas  frontie  t ^-pd  the  Ipdj>an  Ter- 
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ritory,  has  been  referred  by  Major-General  Hindman,  commanding  this 
corps  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Army,  to  the  undersigned,  as  commandant 
of  the  Indian  Territory  and  ex  officio  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. 
Permit  me  to  return  my  acknowledgments  for  your  offer  to  co  operate 
in  all  matters  tending  to  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  Texas  and  the 
department  to  which  I have  been  assigned  the  command. 

There  is  now  on  the  march  to  the  Indian  Territory  a brigade  of  in- 
fantry, consisting  of  four  regiments,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Speight ; also  one  battery  of  artillery.  There  is  now  in  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritory a brigade  of  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  D.  H. 
Cooper.  My  recent  assignment  to  this  command,  and  the  absence  of 
a prior  knowledge  of  the  country  over  which  it  is  to  be  exercised,  ren- 
der it  impossible  to  suggest  any  fixed  or  decided  plan  of  co-operation 
with  you.  So  far,  however,  as  circumstances  may  hereafter  offer,  I shall 
feel  it  both  a duty  to  the  Government  as  well  as  a personal  pleasure 
to  render  a co-operation  of  our  respective  forces  both  harmonious  and 
effective.  Should  occasion  offer  suggestive  of  practical  and  successful 
results,  I shall  communicate  with  you  without  delay. 

Bespectfully,  &c., 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Trans -Mississippi  Department, 

Little  EoclCj  ArJc.^  January  13,  1863. 

Major-General  Hindman, 

Commanding  First  Corps ^ &c. : 

General  : I have  been  'directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  to 
say  to  you  that  the  cemmand  of  Brigadier-General  Steele  will  be  con- 
sidered an  independent  one,  and  that  in  future  he  will  make  his  reports 
direct  to  department  headquarters. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDEESOJSr, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  Generates  Office, 

BicJimond,  Fa.,  January  14, 1863. 

General  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Comdg.  Trans- Mississippi  Department^  Little  RocTc^  Arlc. : 

General  : I transmit  to  you  herewith  Special  Orders,  No.  11,  as- 
signing Lieut.  Gen.  E.  K.  Smith  to  the  command  of  the  Southwestern 
Army,  embracing  within  its  limits  the  Departments  of  West  Louisiana 
and  Texas,  and  separating  the  same  from  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment, under  your  command.  This  arrangement  and  assignment  has 
become  necessary  on  account  of  the  very  extended  geographical  limits 
of  your  former  command,  which  precluded  the  possibility  of  your  giving 
attention,  amongst  your  other  multifarious  duties,  to  the  great  extent 
of  country  lying  south  and  southwest  of  Arkansas,  and  which  has  re- 
cently become  of  vast  importance  for  defensive  purposes  against  the 
approaches  of  the  enemy.  In  order  to  a mutual  co-operation  by  the 
troops  of  these  two  separate  commands  in  cases  of  emergency  or  neces- 
sity, there  should  be  a constant  intercommunication  between  their  re- 
spective commands,  and  this  is  especially  urged  upon  both  commands, 
by  direction  of  the  President. 
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The  want  of  a sufficient  force  for  active  and  efficient  operation  in  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-General  Smith  makes  not  only  desirable,  but 
necessary,  a draft  upon  the  troops  at  present  under  your  immediate 
orders  in  Arkansas.  At  least  four  brigades  of  Texas  troops  will  be  re- 
quired for  the  Southwestern  Army,  and,  looking  at  the  composition  of 
your  forces,  as  rendered  in  your  synoptical  list  of  recent  date,  it  is 
thought  that  the  division  of  General  McCulloch,  comprising  the  bri- 
gades under  Colonels  Young,  Eandal,  and  Flournoy,  all  Texas  infantry, 
with  a brigade  of  Texas  cavalry , under  Brigadier-General  Hawes,  would, 
by  their  withdrawal  from  your  command,  least  derange  your  organiza- 
tion, as  represented  in  that  list.  General  Smith  will  send  a staff  officer 
to  your  headquarters  to  confer  with  you  on  this  subject,  and  it  is  hoped 
you  will  give  such  facilities  on  this  point  as  will  contribute  in  carrying 
into  effect  the  wishes  and  views  of  the  President. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

finclosure.  1 

Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

No.  11.  ) Eiclimond,  Va.,  January  14,  1863. 

**##*#* 
XYIII.  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith  is  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  Southwestern  Army,  embracing  the  Departments  of  West  Louis- 
iana and  Texas.  The  geographical  limits  of  this  command  will  here- 
after be  separate  and  distinct  from  the  command  of  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department,  named  in  previous  orders. 

Lieutenant-General  Smith  will  iiroceed,  with  his  staff,  to  Alexandria, 
La.,  and  assume  this  command. 

* # ' * * * * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  1st  Diy.,  1st  Corps,  Trans-Mississippi  Army, 

Fort  Smithy  Arlc.,  January  14,  1863. 

Col.  R.  C.  Newton,  Chief  of  Staff : 

Colonel  : Colonel  Speight  reports  this  morning  the  capture  of  20 
men  of  his  rear  guard  last  evening,  some  15  miles  from  here,  on  the 
Louisiana  Railroad,  by  a company  of  the  enemy,  some  30  strong,  said  to 
be  under  the  command  of  a Capt.  Martin  D.  Hart,  a renegade  Texan. 
Stei)s  will  be  taken  to  pursue  and  i)unish  this  party,  if  iiossible.  This 
bold  step,  and  the  fact  of  there  being  many  sympathizers  scattered 
through  the  country,  must  necessarily  endanger,  if  not  cut  off,  commu- 
nication with  your  headquarters.  The  general  commanding  respectfully 
suggests  that,  if  possible,  a vigilant  and  constant  patrol  should  be  kept 
up  along  this  line  of  communication. 

By  direction  of  Brigadier- General  Steele : 

J.  F.  CROSBY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

r.  S. — The  absence  of  any  forage  at  this  i)Ost  renders  the  cavalry 
here  of  little  service. 


773 


Chap.  XXXIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE. 

Headquarters, 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  January  15,  1803. 

Colonel  [ J.  C.]  AIonroe,  Comraandmg  Brigade : 

Colonel  : You  will  take  up  your  line  of  inarcLi  with  your  own  avail- 
able force  and  those  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  [It.  V.] 
Crump,  who  will  report  to  you  at  as  early  a moment  as  practicable.  You 
will  proceed  to  the  localities  between  this  point  and  Dardanelle,  at  which 
numerous  outrages  have  been  committed  since  the  retirement  of  the 
main  body  of  the  army,  and  use  your  best  energies  to  find  and  destroy 
any  party  or  parties  of  outlaws  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  perpetra- 
tion of  these  outrages.  All  persons  whom  you  may  have  just  reason  of 
suspecting  as  accomplices,  will  be  arrested  by  you  and  reported  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  First  Corps  of  this  army.  In  all  matters  of  detail 
in  this  connection  you  are  to  exercise  your  own  sound  judgment  and 
discretion.  You  will  lose  no  opportunity  of  informing  yourself  as  to  the 
extent,  <&c.,  of  any  disaffection  existing  in  the  country  in  which  you  are 
to  operate. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Steele : 

J.  F.  CEOSBY, 
Assistant  A djutant-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters, 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  January  15,  1863. 


Col.  E.  C.  NTewton, 

Chief  of  Staff,  First  Corps,  Trans-Mississippi  Army  : 


Colonel  ; Colonel  Speight  has  arrived  in  this  vicinity  with  his  com- 
mand, but,  owing  to  an  unfortunate  combination  of  circumstances,  it  is 
utterly  out  of  the  question  for  him  to  move  on  with  his  command.  The 
ground  is  covered  with  snow  from  8 to  12  inches  in  depth.  The  inter- 
mediate streams  between  this  point  and  Johnson\s  Depot  are  swollen  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  render  them  impassable  in  the  absence  of  boats 
and  bridges.  His  animals  are  completely  broken  down,  and  there  is  not 
a particle  of  forage  to  be  had  in  this  vicinity.  In  order  to  prepare  bread- 
stufts  for  Colonel  Monroe’s  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Crump’s  commands 
(whom  there  has  been  an  imperative  necessity  of  sending  in  pursuit  of 
lawless  bands  who  have  been  murdering  and  laying  waste  the  country 
in  this  vicinity),  a draft  has  necessarily  been  made  upon  the  corn  in  the 
commissary  store  for  hospital  use.  Colonel  Speight  may  find  it  impos- 
sible to  move  in  several  days,  certainly  so  unless  there  is  a very  great 
imiirovemeut  in  the  condition  of  the  roads.  It  is  needless  to  say  that 
there  is  an  utter  impossibility  of  iirocuring  supplies  of  any  description 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  information  received  from  Johnson’s 
Depot  indicates  the  arrival  of  a very  limited  quantity  of  supplies  at  that 
point,  as  yet.  Under  the  circumstances  it  is  urgently  requested  that  a 
supply  of  corn,  &c.,  be  sent  up  the  river,  if  iiossible,  or  by  such  other 
mode  of  conveyance  as  may  be  deemed  best  and  most  speedy  under  ex- 
isting circumstances.  If  forwarded  by  boat,  it  is  respectfully  suggested 
that  a cavalry  scout  be  sent  up  on  either  side  of  the  river  as  a xnotection 
against  surprise  and  attack  by  the  guerrilla  bands  of  the  enemy.  Colo- 
nel Si)eight  will  be  ordered  to  send  back,  under  a strong  guard,  as  many 
of  the  wagons  and  teams  belonging  to  his  command  as  may  be  xiracti- 
cable,  for  the  puiqiose  of  bringing  uj)  immediately  such  sujiply  of  corn  as 
can  be  obtained  down  the  river.  The  rise  in  the  river  at  this  place  will, 
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it  is  supposed,  render  navigation  practicable.  The  animals  at  this  post 
have  been  without  forage  for  several  days  past,  and,  unless  corn  is  for- 
warded immediately,  stock  of  every  description  must  die  of  starvation. 

Eespectfullv, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General, 

P.  S. — In  order  to  save  time,  a copy  of  the  foregoing  has  been  sent  to 
Col.  S.  S.  Anderson,  assistant  adjutant- general,  &c. 


Hdqrs.  1st  Div.,  1st  Corps,  Trans-Mississippi  Army, 

Fort  Smithy  ArJc.,  January  18,  1863. 

John  E.  Baylor, 

Governor  of  Arizona^  Comdg.  Troops^  Frontier  of  Texas  : 

Governor  : A communication  has  already  been  written  to  you  sev- 
eral days  ago,  and  has  been  lying  on  my  table  awaiting  some  certain 
and  safe  mode  of  transmission.  Since  writing,  circumstances  have  oc- 
curred in  this  vicinity  which  I deem  necessary  to  inform  you  of,  at  least 
in  part.  Subsequent  to  the  retirement  of  General  Hindman  with  his 
army  from  this  section,  a guerrilla  force  of  the  enemy  has  made  its  way 
to  the  south  side  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  and,  I am  fearful,  have  suc- 
ceeded in  cutting  off  my  communication  with  headquarters.  This,  so 
far  as  I am  concerned,  is  unavoidable,  as  I have  no  cavalry  force,  and 
nothing  to  subsist  it  with  if  I had  one. . This  force  of  the  enemy,  I have 
no  doubt,  is  being  rapidly  augmented  from  the  Unionists  of  this  sec- 
tion and  the  deserters  from  General  Hindman^s  army.  There  were 
many  arms  sf*attered  through  the  country  during  the  late  retreat,  and, 
I take  it  for  granted,  are  in  the  possession  of  this  band  and  their  ad- 
herents, as  but  few  stand  have  been  recovered,  after  diligent  search. 
The  topography  of  the  country  where  these  parties  operate  is  of  such  a 
character  as  to  render  pursuit  useless,  unless  the  men  are  well  mounted, 
and  the  pursuit  is  kept  up  without  relaxation.  The  chief  object  of  this, 
however,  is  to  inform  you  that  this  lawless  band  is  under  the  command 
of  one  Martin  D.  Hart,  formerly  a member  of  the  Texas  senate,  from 
Hunt  County,  and  who  now  represents  himself  as  a captain  in  the  First 
Texas  Eegiment  (Federal).  I am  satisfied  that  communication  is  being 
kept  up  between  Hart  and  Abolition  sympathizers  in  Northern  Texas, 
and  it  is  possible  that,  should  he  conceive  himself  strong  enough,  he 
may  attempt  to  push  his  raid  into-  that  section.  I have  sent  all  the 
cavalry  in  my  command,  say  220  men,  in  pursuit  5 but,  from  the  ex- 
hausted condition  of  the  horses,  I have  no  special  hope  of  success.  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  a maintainment  of  a vigilant  and  close 
watch  along  xhe  various  channels  of  communication  with  this  section 
of  the  country,  with  the  object  of  intercepting  all  communication  be- 
tween Hart  and  his  Texas  friends  and  sympathizers.  I shall  soon  move 
my  headquarters  nearer  my  supplies,  on  Eed  Eiver,  to  what  particular 
point  I cannot  now  determine,  and  I shall  then  be  able  to  hold  more 
convenient  correspondence  with  you  in  reference  to  the  material  oper- 
ations of  our  respective  commands. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding,  &c. 
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Headquarters, 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  January  18,  18G3. 

General  D.  H.  Cooper: 

General  : Since  the  retirement  of  General  Hindman  from  this  vicin- 
ity, the  intermediate  country  between  this  and  Dardanelle,  and  the 
south  of  this  in  the  direction  of  Waldron,  has  been  infested  with  lawless 
bands  of  robbers  and  murderers.  These  bands  are  composed  chiefly 
of  Union  men  and  deserters  from  General  Hindman’s  army.  From  such 
information  as  I am  enabled  to  obtain,  they  are  under  the  leadership  of 
one  Martin  H.  Hart,  a renegade  Texan,  and  who  now  claims  to  be  act- 
ing under  a commission  as  captain  in  the  First  Eegiment  Texas  (Federal) 
Volunteers.  Several  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  the  valley  of 
the  Arkansas  have  been  murdered,  and  numerous  robberies  committed 
by  these  outlaws.  Having  received  no  intelligence  from  headquarters 
for  some  time,  I am  induced  to  believe  that  my  communication  in  that 
direction  has  been  cut  off.  I have  sent  in  pursuit  all  the  cavalry  at  my 
command.  The  horses  are,  however,  in  such  low  condition  as  to  prom- 
ise no  very  successful  result.  These  men  seem  to  be  well  armed  and 
mounted,  and  are  evidently  divided  into  several  parties,  having,  no 
doubt,  a common  rendezvous.  Last  night  there  was  a party  within  4 
miles  of  this  place,  killing  and  robbing,  and  on  yesterday  there  was  a 
party  of  some  50  men,  with  a couple  of  wagons  and  several  negroes, 
depredating  some  20  miles  south  of  this,  in  the  direction  of  Waldron. 
This  last-mentioned  party  is  said  to  have  taken  the  Doaksville  road. 
It  is  desirable  that  you  should  keep  a close  watch  upon  all  the  channels 
of  communication  leading  to  Texas,  as  this  man  Hart  has  declared  his 
intention  of  making  a raid  into  that  State.  There  is  also  said  to  be  a 
party  of  80  or  90  in  the  vicinity  of  Sugar  Loaf  Mountain.  You  must 
have  all  trains  passing  well  guarded,  and  keep  up  through  the  country 
south  of  this  as  active  a system  of  scouting  as  possible.  Be  specially 
careful  in  permitting  no  persons  with  negroes  or  otherwise  to  pass  your 
lines.  Many  negroes  have,  no  doubt,  been  stolen,  and  it  will  doubtless 
be  attempted  to  send  them  to  Texas  under  false  pretenses.  Colonel 
Speight  is  near  here  with  a brigade  of  infantry,  reported  to  me  for  service 
in  the  Indian  country.  They  have  been  stopped  on  their  march  for  the 
present ; they  will  go  forward  as  soon  as  the  weather  changes.  Please 
use  every  exertion  to  hurry  up  supplies  from  below.  I would  suggest 
that  you  move  the  greater  portion  of  your  cavalry  to  some  point  or 
points  to  the  southward,  where  forage  may  be  obtained  and  the  objects 
herein  suggested  attained.  Of  course,  you  will  leave  strong  and  suffi- 
cient guards  at  such  points  as  supplies  are  being  accumulated.  I shall 
go  forward  into  the  Indian  Territory  as  soon  as  affairs  can  be  put  in 
some  shape  here.  In  regard  to  the  movements  of  your  troops  as  indi- 
cated, of  course  much  is  left  to  your  direction,  as  you  may  be  surrounded 
by  circumstances  in  regard  to  which  I may  be  ignorant. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


Hdqrs.  1st  Div.,  1st  Corps,  Trans-Mississippi  Army, 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  January  19,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  P.  Crump, 

Commanding  Lane^s  [Texas  Begiment] : 

Colonel  : You  will  report  to  Colonel  Monroe,  commanding  Carroll’s 
brigade,  Arkansas  cavalry,  for  special  duty,  in  regard  to  which  orders 


776 


MO.,  ARK.,  KAKS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIY. 


liave  been  given.  After  proceediDg  with  Colonel  Monroe  as  far  in  the 
direction  of  General  Hindman’s  headquarters  as  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary^, you  will  proceed  with  yoiir  command  to  such  point  within  the 
limits  of  the  Indian  Territory,  near  Eed  Eiver,  as  will  enable  you  most 
conveniently  to  refit  and  equip  the  regiment  which  you  command.  You 
will  use  eveiA  exertion  to  cause  a return  to  duty  on  the  part  of  the  mis- 
guided men  who  have  deserted  your  ranks,  and  in  this  connection  you 
will  freely  circulate  the  general  order  from  department  headquarters, 
tendering  a full  i^ardon  to  such  as  shall  return  to  duty  within  a i)re- 
scribed  time. 

The  general  commanding  feels  confident  in  the  hope  that  you  will 
soon  have  in  the  field  a regiment  ready  for  active  service,  and  if  consti- 
tuted of  such  material  as  your  present  command  has  proven  itself  to  be 
made  of,  it  will  surely  add  fresh  honor  to  the  arms  of  the  Confederate 
States  and  to  the  gallant  State  from  which  you  hail,  as  well  as  afford 
pride  and  satisfaction  to  the  gener^il  who  commands  it.  You  will  report 
the  progress  you  make  under  this  letter  of  instructions  to  these  head- 
quarters as  often  as  convenient.  The  general  commanding  would  be 
pleased  to  give  an  extended  period  of  rest  to  the  troops  under  your 
command,  fully  appreciating  the  arduous  and  laborious  service  through 
which  they  have  passed,  but,  with  the  enemy  in  our  very  midst,  ener- 
getically engaged  in  their  accustomed  work  of  ruin  and  devastation,  it 
behooves  us  to  lose  not  a moment  in  bringing  into  the  field  every  man 
possessed  of  the  spirit  or  the  ability  to  defend  all  that  is  worth  fight- 
ing for.  It  is,  therefore,  hoped  that  the  duty  devolving  upon  you  will 
be  consummated  as  early  as  possible.  Y"ou  will  leave  at  this  post  15  good 
efiective  men,  as  well  mounted  as  i)ossible,  under  the  command  of  a 
commissioned  officer,  this  detachment  being  required  as  a special  escort 
to  the  commanding  general. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Steele: 

J.  F.  CEOSBY, 
Assistant  A djutant- General. 


Udqrs.  Hepartment  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smitlij  Ar7t\,  January  27,  1865. 

Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Assistayit  Adjutant- General.  Little  Foclc : 

Colonel:  I am  receiving  reports  from  the  commands  in  the  Indian 
country,  and  find  them  in  an  exceedingly  destitute  condition.  General 
Cooper,  at  Johnson’s  Depot,  has  less  than  500  pounds  of  fiour,  and  very 
little  of  anything  else.  He  lias  commenced  moving  toward  Eed  Eiver. 
The  snow-storm,  high  water,  and  want  of  forage  has  prevented  the  trains 
from  going  to  their  destination  with  sujiplies.  Speight’s  brigade  I have 
ordered  to  diverge  to  the  vicinity  of  Doaksville.  I fear  they  will  suffer 
for  breadstuffs  before  they  reach  that  iilace ; the  teams  were  in  wretched 
condition  when  they  left  here.  The  recent  appearance  of  a party  of  the 
enemy  at  Yan  Buren  will,  I suppose,  deter  the  boats  with  supplies  from 
coming  up.  The  force  was  only  140  men,  with  one  small  cannon.  Had 
the  party  from  Dardanelle  gone  up,  this  force  could  have  been  punished, 
and  the  suiiplies,  which  are  necessary  to  prevent  suffering  amongst  the 
men  and  starvation  amongst  the  animals,  &c.,  have  come  through.  I 
hope  the  attempt  will  be  renewed  with  better  success.  The  ])reseut 
state  of  the  road,  with  impassable  water  courses,  renders  it  morally  cer- 
tain that  no  suiiplies  can  come  here  from  Texas.  There  being  no  corn 
here  to  supply  the  return  trains  is  also  an  obstacle  j in  fact  I know  noth- 
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iiig  that  will  relieve  so  many  troubles  as  a steamboat-load  of  corn.  I 
trust  it  will  be  sent  up,  if  possible.  On  the  south  side  of  the  river  the 
scouting  parties  need  not  be  so  strong  as  on  the  north,  50  men  being 
sufficient  for  any  probable  emergency. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 

P.  S. — If  a piece  of  artillery  and  ammunition  can  be  sent  for  use  at 
this  post,  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  be  done. 


Headquarters  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith.,  Arh.,  January  '21,  1863. 

[General  D.  H.  Cooper  :] 

General  : Your  communication  of  22d  instant,  together  with  inclo- 
sures, was  received  last  night  at  10  o’clock.  It  is  a source  of  much  regret 
to  know  that  there  has  been  such,  gross  mismanagement  and  neglect  on 
the  part  of  commissary  agents  in  failing  to  forward  to  such  points  as 
have  been  indicated  in  orders  the  necessary  supply  of  breadstuffs,  &c. 
From  the  tenor  of  General  Hindman’s  verbal  instructions,  as  well  as 
from  the  report  of  Mr.  Grimes  (who  is  partner  of  Mr.  0.  B.  Johnson), 
it  was  confidently  believed  that  there  had  alreadj^  been  a considerable 
accumulation  of  supplies  at  Johnson’s  Depot.  The  exhausted  condi- 
tion of  the  commissariat  at  this  post  and  the  impossibility  of  getting  up 
supplies  from  below,  has  rendered  it  imperative  to  order  south  the  bri- 
gade under  command  of  Colonel  Speight.  He  (Colonel  Speight)  has 
been  ordered  to  fix  his  camp  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Doaksville, 
under  the  belief  that  supjfiies  of  breadstuffs  had  been  brought  to  John- 
son’s Depot.  Colonel  S.  was  originally  ordered  via  this  point;  being 
informed,  however,  of  the  scarcity  of  the  article  at  the  above  point, 
the  order  was  countermanded,  and  Colonel  S.  instructed  to  take  a dif- 
ferent route. 

Your  intention  to  fixll  back  with  your  command  so  as  to  be  more  con- 
venient to  your  supplies,  is  approved  of,  as  there  seems  to  be  no  other 
alternative.  As  regards  your  horses  and  transportation  animals,  the 
difficulties  represented  had  been  foreseen,  and  orders  have  been  hereto- 
fore forwarded  to  your  headquarters  on  this  subject.  The  general  com- 
manding had  fully  determined,  on  learning  the  condition  of  his  depart- 
ment, to  move  the  main  body  of  the  troops  to  the  vicinity  of  Eed  Eiver, 
where  supplies  can  be  readily  furnished,  the  men  re-equipped  and  re- 
cruited, and  placed  as  far  as  may  be  on  a footing  for  active  operations 
as  soon  as  the  weather  and  other  circumstances  may  admit  of  move- 
ments in  the  field. 

The  general  commanding  is  in  receipt  of  verbal  instructions  from  Lieu- 
tenant-General Holmes  with  regard  to  feeding  indigent  Indians,  and 
will  be  pleased  to  receive  any  suggestions  from  you  as  regards  the  most 
feasible  and  practicable  method  of  accomplishing  this.  Much  advan- 
tage is  hoped  to  be  derived  from  your  personal  knowledge  of  the  Indian 
chiefs  and  your  large  experience  in  connection  with  the  administration 
of  their  affairs.  Care  will  be  taken  to  devise  a plan  by  means  of  which 
the  desired  end  may  be  attained,  and  any  chance  of  fraud  upon  the 
Government  excluded.  Although  the  duties  of  Sui)eriutendeiit  of  Indian 
Aftairs  have  devolved  upon  the  general  in  command,  he  lias  as  yet  not 


778  MO.,  AEK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 

beeD  furnished  with  information  on  the  subject.  Information  has  been 
thus  far  ineffectually  sought  touching  the  whereabouts  of  the  archives 
pertaining  to  the  superintendency,  the  number  and  locality  of  the  sev- 
eral agents  on  duty,  contracts  for  clothing,  commissary  stores,  &c. 
General  Pike  had  arrived  in  Little  Eock  prior  to  the  departure  of  Gen- 
eral S.  [Steele],  but,  from  the  urgent  tenor  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes’ 
order,  there  was  no  time  allowed  for  an  interview  with  him.  The  gen- 
eral commanding  hopes  to  receive  much  valuable  information  from  you 
touching  these  things,  and  with  this  view  will  proceed  in  the  direction 
of  your  headquarters  as  soon  as  the  garrison  at  this  point  can  be  put 
in  a defensible  and  living  condition.  Information  has  been  received 
from  department  headquarters  that  corn  has  been  sent  up  the  river  j 
but  as  a cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  has  lately  made  its  appearance  in 
Van  Buren,  it  is  possible  that  this  may  not  reach  him  for  some  days. 
Colonel  Speight’s  command  left  this  place  with  inadequate  transporta- 
tion and  supplies.  His  route  will  be  to  Blackburn’s,  and  thence  to 
Doaksville.  Any  supplies  you  may  be  able  to  put  on  his  route  will  be 
advancing  the  public  interests  ; in  "fine,  it  is  the  wish  of  the  general  in 
command  that  all  subordinate  officers  in  the  department  should  har- 
moniously work  together  for  the  general  good. 

The  command  in  the  Territory,  conditioned  as  now  is,  cannot  be  ren- 
dered available ; it  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  use  every  energy  to  put 
this  command  speedily  in  such  condition  as  to  render  it  effective  and 
capable  of  advancing  when  the  proper  time  shall  arrive.  To  do  this 
properly  it  is  necessary  to  drill  and  discipline,  prepare  transportation, 
ammunition,  &c.,  save  up  and  accumulate  supplies  at  points  as  far  ad- 
vanced as  circumstances  may  determine,  so  as  that  we  shall  be  in  a con- 
dition to  make  a campaign  which  will  result  not  only  in  clearing  the 
Nations  of  the  enemy,  but  in  ‘‘  carrying  the  war  into  Africa”  itself. 

Your  dispatch  of  the  23d  instant,  together  with  accompanying  docu- 
ments, has  been  received  whilst  writing,  and  I extend  my  congratula- 
tions on  your  good  fortune  in  the  relief  afforded  your  commissary  by 
means  of  late  arrival  of  flour  train.  As  the  general  in  command  is  un- 
able to  determine  at  what  time  he  may  have  it  in  his  power  to  visit  the 
Indian  Territory,  he  is  glad  to  know  that  you  will  visit  him  at  his  j) res- 
ent headquarters.  Since  his  assignment  to  this  command  he  has  con- 
stantly experienced  the  necessity  of  having  a personal  interview  with 
yourself  at  tbe  earliest  practicable  moment.  It  has  been  impossible  to 
leave  this  portion  of  the  country  up  to  the  present  time  without  aban- 
doning all  this  country  to  our  enemies,  or  rather  that  which  would 
prove  more  destructive  than  an  organized  enemy — bands  of  traitors  who 
abound  in  this  vicinity.  As  long  as  a cavalry  force  could  be  detained 
here,  efforts  to  ferret  out  and  destroy  these  bands,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river,  were  attended  with  considerable  success ; the  necessity,  how- 
ever, of  sending  the  cavalry  to  some  point  accessible  to  forage,  has  ren- 
dered the  general  in  command  powerless  in  this  respect.  Matters  have 
been  properly  represented  to  department  headquarters,  and  a cavalry 
scout  on  both  sides  of  the  river  suggested. 

Eeports  were  received  on  yesterday  that  some  30  traitors  were  at- 
tempting to  make  their  way  across  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  at  Threlkeld’s, 
to  join  the  enemy  at  Fayetteville  j these  were  from  Scott  County.  You 
must  exercise,  general,  the  utmost  vigilance  in  having  properly  guarded 
your  supply  trains.  Should  these  bands  arrive  at  sufficient  strength, 
they  will  no  doubt  attempt  to  interfere  with  our  lines  of  communica- 
tion, &c. 

Instructions  have  been  forwarded  to  Captain  Cabell,  assistant  quar- 
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termaster  at  Bonham,  Tex.,  to  purchase  a sufficient  quantity  of  corn  on 
Bed  Eiver  to  supply  for  the  present  the  demands  of  the  force  to  be  sta- 
tioned in  that  vicinity.  This  has  been  directed  to  be  done  quietly,  so  as 
to  give  no  occasion  for  undue  speculation.  Instructions  have  also  gone 
to  Mr.  0.  B.  Johnson,  urging  the  utmost  energy  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties.  His  partner,  Mr.  Grimes,  reports  the  purchase  of  a million  and 
a half  pounds  of  wheat  and  flour,  and  that  Mr.  Johnson  would  succeed 
in  getting  from  one  thousand  to  two  thousand  pork  hogs. 

Please  find  inclosed  applications  for  furlough  and  discharges,  with 
orders  indorsed  thereon;  also  printed  copies  of  General  Orders,  Nos.  4 
and  5.=*= 

By  direction  of  Brigadier-General  Steele : 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  F.  CEOSBY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  January  28,  18G3. 

Col.  John  [W.]  Speight: 

Colonel  : Your  three  letters  on  the  subject  of  supplies,  orders,  and 
the  movements  of  the  battery  have  this  moment  been  received.  It  ap- 
pears that  you  did  not  receive  the  order  countermanding  the  order  to 
send  the  battery,  which  was  dispatched  to  you  a few  hours  after  the 
order  to  return  was  given.  As  it  is,  it  is  very  well,  as  the  battery  was 
not  wanted,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  prompt  action  would  have  enabled 
the  battery  to  return,  as  my  courier  met  no  obstacle  in  his  return.  Had 
the  enemy  crossed  the  river  as  was  anticipated,  he  having  captured  a 
steamboat,  the  want  of  the  cannon  might  have  been  fatal  to  us. 

As  to  subsistence,  when  you  were  ordered  to  Johnson’s,  I was  informed 
that  supplies  were  furnished  you  sufficient  to  carry  you  to  your  destina- 
tion, which  not  proving  to  be  the  case',  every  assistance  was  given  that 
was  possible. 

I have  received  no  supplies  at  this  point  since  my  repeated  conver- 
sations with  you ; it  is  a question  of  starvation  with  the  troops  and 
sick.  I had  every  reason  to  believe  that  there  was  flour  on  the  road, 
and  have  even  at  this  moment  received  a note  from  General  Cooper  that 
trains  have  passed  in  this  direction,  but  that  they  had  probably  turned 
off  toward  Waldron,  a movement  which,  thinking  it  might  be  made,  I 
had  sent  orders  to  prevent.  You  are  in  an  extremely  difficult  position, 
I admit,  but  how  I can  render  you  any  assistance  I cannot  see.  No 
time  was  given  before  you  were  ordered  to  ray  command  for  the  slight- 
est preparation.  Orders  have  been  forwarded  to  you  to  go  to  the 
vicinity  of  DoaksviUe.  Orders  have  been  expressed  to  the  commissary 
agents  to  send  supplies  to  that  point.  I have  been  informed  from  vari- 
ous sources  that  there  is  flour  at  Johnson’s,  on  Brushy.  I think  you 
need  be  under  no  apprehension  of  anything  like  starvation,  though  you 
may  be  on  short  rations  a few  days. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


P.  S. — Send  ahead  to  Eiddle,  and,  if  the  flour  trains  have  passed,  send 
for  them  if  they  are  not  so  far  that  you  can  sooner  get  supplies  from 
Johnson’s,  on  Brushy. 


Omitted. 
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Ricpimond,  Va.,  January  20,  1863. 

Lieutenant-General  Holmes, 

Care  of  Sherralf  messenger  at  Viel:shurg^  Miss. : 

Your  dispatch  of  the  22d  received.  The  President  suspends  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  in  Arkansas  and  the  adjacent  Indian  country.  You 
will  establish  the  necessary  regulations  to  protect  persons  and  property, 
and  to  maintain  order,  but  will  abstain  from  any  further  control  over 
the  rights  of  persons  and  property  than  is  necessary  for  defensive  pur- 
poses and  military  discipline. 

By  order  of  the  President : 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjuta7it  and  Inspector  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

No.  25.  ) Richmond.,  January  30,  1863. 

*******  * 

XVII.  Brigadier-General  Hindman  is  relieved  from  further  duty  in 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Department.  He  will  repair  to  Vicksburg,  Miss., 
and  there  await  further  orders. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JXO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  Jamiary  31,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A,  Seddon,  t^ecreiary  of  War  : 

Dear  Sir:  I will  call  at  1 p.  m.  to-day  (Saturday)  on  Mr.  Joynes, 
to  learn,  through  Iiiin,  from  youj  when  it  will  be  convenient  for  you 
to  see  me.  I inclose  for  your  perusal  the  documents*  which  pro- 
duced the  change  of  opinion  mentioned  in  my  last  note.  The  very  de- 
cided (and  it  seems  to  me  injudicious)  language  used  by  General  Price 
in  the  closing  paragraph  of  his  Special  Orders,  No.  82,  would  indicate 
that  to  send  liim  with  only  a iiortion  of  his  troops  to  Arkansas  would 
but  increase  the  imbroglio,  and  one  of  the  main  objects  in  making  any 
disposition  of  the  subject  now  is  to  content  him  and  his  men.  Since 
tlie  date  of  my  last  note,  General  Price  has  telegraphed  to  Senator 
Clark  that  he  is  on  his  way  here.  Major  Cabell  thinks  that  the  special 
order  above  alluded  to  was  not  intended  to  go  as  far  as  its  language 
really  does,  and  that  the  order  suggested  by  me  will  fully  satisfy  Gen- 
eral Price  and  his  men.  If  so,  I still  think  it  the  best  solution  of  the 
question.  On  his  arrival,  something  may  be  determined  on  to  give  us 
the  advantage  of  his  presence  in  Arkansas  to  recruit  our  forces  without 
detriment  to  the  military  operations  in  Mississippi.  After  settling  this 
difficulty,  arising  out  of  misapi^rehended  promises,  the  best  plan  will  be 
to  manage  the  Missouri  troops  on  the  simple  military  principle  that 
they  should  cheerfully  go  wherever  ordered,  and  so  remain  until  ordered 
away. 

I remain,  dear  sir,  very  truly,  yours, 

THOS.  C.  EEYXOLDS, 

Governor  of  Missouri. 


Note  ox  original. — luclosures  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Shepherd,  February  23,  1863. 
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Abstract  from  consolidated  report  of  Hindmaids  division,  Trans-Mis3issippi  Army,  Maj. 
Gen.  Thomas  C.  Hindman  commanding,  for  January  31,  18G3. 


Command. 


General  staff  of  division 

Frost’s  brigade 

Fagan’s  brigade 

McKae’s  brigade 

Parsons’  brigade 

Shaver’s  brigade 

Coarser’s  company  unattached  cavalry 
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Comj^osition  of  Hindman’’ s division^  January  31,  1863.* 


Frosfs  Brigade. 

Clark’s  regiment. 

Mitchell’s  regiment. 

Musser’s  battalion. 

Ruffner’s  battery. 

McRae’s  {Arkansas)  Brigade. 

Cause’s  regiment. 

Glenn’s  regiment. 

McNeill’s  regiment. 

Morgan’s  regiment. 

Marshall’s  battery. 

Shaver’s  (Arkansas)  Brigade. 

Grinsted’s  regiment. 

Sbaler’s  regiment. 

Shaver’s  regiment. 

Etter’s  battery. 


Fagan’s  (Arkansas)  Brigade. 

Brooks’  regiment. 

Hawthorn’s  regiment. 

King’s  regiment. 

Pleasants’  regiment. 

Blocber’s  battery. 

Parsons’  (Missouri)  Brigade. 

Caldwell’s  regiment. 

Hunter’s  regiment. 

Pickett’s  regiment. 

Pindall’s  battalion. 

White’s  regiment. 

Roberts’  cavalry  company. 
Tilden’s  battery. 

Unattached. 

Coarser’s  cavalry  company. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond.,  Ya.,  February  3,  1863. 
General  E.  Kirby  Smith,  JacJcson,  Miss.  : 

Arrange,  if  you  can,  with  General  Pemberton  for  the  exchange  of 
.General  Price  and  his  command  for  troops  under  your  command  to 
the  west  of  the  Mississippi.  It  is  desired  that  General  Price  and  Ids 
command  should  be  transferred  as  soon  as  may  be,  consistently  Avith 
the  safety  of  General  Pemberton’s  command.  ‘ 

J.  A.  SEDDOK, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Ya.,  February  5,  1863. 
General  E,  Kirby  Smith,  General  Commanding,  cfc.  ; 

Sir  : I telegraphed  you  yesterday!  to  Jackson,  Miss.,  requesting  you 
to  endeavor  to  arrange  with  General  Pemberton  for  exchange  of  troops 


Actual  commanders  not  indicated  on  the  original  return,  t Dispatch  dated  3d. 
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from  your  command  on  the  west  of  the  river  for  the  command  of  General 
Price,  whom  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Department  to  transfer  as  soon  as  exist- 
ing necessities  will  allow.  I hope  that  telegram  reached  you  j but,  both 
to  guard  against  mischance  and  to  possess  you  more  fully  of  the  wishes 
of  the  Department  on  this  subject,  I address  you  by  letter  likewise.  It 
has  long  been  contemplated  and  desired  by  the  Department  to  transfer 
General  Price,  with  at  least  his  Missouri  troops,  across  the  Mississippi, 
but  unfortunately  the  exigencies  of  the  service  have  constantly  presented 
obstacles  to  the  removal.  The  consequence  has  been  much  dissatisfac- 
tion and  some  distrust  among  the  Missouri  troops,  and  it  is  feared  that 
General  Price  himself  has  conceived  the  idea  of  injustice  done  him.  It 
has,  too,  been  a constant  subject  of  complaint  and  misrepresentation  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  among  all  disaffected  toward  the  Government. 
All  this  it  is  important,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  extinguish  by  the  transfer. 
In  addition  to  these  motives,  it  is  believed,  as  you  will  readily  under, - 
stand,  that  General  Price’s  influence  and  reputation  can  be  made  most 
available  for  the  service  of  the  Government  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
partment, and  that,  besides  gathering  additional  forces  at  once  from 
Missouri,  when  the  time  arrives,  as  I trust  it  soon  may,  for  an  onward 
advance  toward  the  north,  he,  more  speedily  and  effectually  than  any 
one  else,  might  arouse  the  Missouri  people  to  a united  and  energetic 
movement  to  relieve  themselves  from  the  thraldom  of  their  present 
tyrants. 

In  view  of  all  these  considerations,  I trust  you  will  exert  yourself  to 
concert  with  General  Pemberton  for  the  exchange  contemplated,  or, 
failing  in  that,  for  the  transfer,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period  at  all 
consistent  with  the  safety  of  his  command,  of  General  Price  and  his 
Missouri  troops  to  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department.  If  important 
to  eflect  this,  you  might  engage  to  send  at  an  early  period  an  equivalent 
force  to  General  Pemberton.  Should  Vicksburg  be  successfully  de- 
fended, as  I have  strong  confidence  it  will  be,  then,  at  least,  it  is  hoped 
the  arrangement  can  be  easily  effected. 

With  high  esteem,  most  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  February  5j  1863. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  ‘ 

Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sir:  Your  draught  of  a letter  to  General  E.  K.  Smith  (herewith 
returned)  I communicated  to  General  Price,  and  he  expresses  himself 
satisfied  with  it,  on  the  supposition  that,  of  course,  instructions  equally 
strong  and  explicit  will  be  sent  to  General  Pemberton,  who  will  naturally 
be  very  anxious  to  retain  troops  so  valuable  as  General  Price’s  veterans, 
unless  the  wish  of  the  Department  is  distinctly  intimated  directly  to  him. 
General  Price  has  no  wish  to  leave  Vicksburg  on  the  eve  of  an  attack, 
but  he  thinks  (as  I do)  that  the  best  mode  of  weakening  that  attack  would 
be  to  send  him  to  make  a diversion  in  Arkansas.  It  is  possible  General 
Pemberton  may  be  able  to  spare  General  Price’s  command  at  once..  Per- 
mit me,  therefore,  to  suggest  a change  in  the  sentence  before  the  last  in 
your  letter,  so  that  it  may  read  thus,  “To  effect  this  at  once,  you  might 
engage  to  send  afterward,  at  an  early  x^eriod,  an  equivalent  force  to  Gen- 
eral Pemberton.”  I am  glad  this  imbroglio  can  be  thus  arranged,  but 
candor  compels  me  to  add  that  it  cannot  fail  to  come  up  again  unless 
the  two  lieutenant-generals,  to  sWhom  it  is  referred,  succeed  in  effecting 
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the  transfer  of  General  Price  in  time  to  anticipate  any  farther  advance 
of  the  enemy  in  Arkansas.  Argue  as  we  will,  the  people  believe  he  can 
prevent  that  advance. 

I remain,  dear  sir,  with  high  esteem,  very  truly,  yours, 

.THOS.  0.  EEYNOLDS, 

Governor  of  Missouri. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smithj  February  5,  1863. 


Col.  0.  A.  Carroll, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade^  Norristown^  Ark. : 


Colonel  : The  general  commanding  this  department  is  in  receipt  of 
a communication  from  the  adjutant-general,  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment, informing  him  that  your  command  had  been  placed  under  his 
orders,  so  far  as  keeping  up  a vigilant  scout,  &c.,  along  the  banks  of  the 
Arkansas  River  was  concerned.  The  commanding  general  directs  me 
to  express  his  satisfaction  on  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  and  hopes, 
by  the  exercise  of  energy  and  activity,  as  well  as  earnest  co-operation, 
that  much  good  to  our  common  cause  may  be  effected,  and  the  line 
of  the  river  kept  free  during  the  winter  of  the.enemy^s  depredations. 
I am  further  directed  to  say  that  circumstances  having  required  the  re- 
moval of  tlie  cavalry  force  pr6perly  belonging  to  this  department  out  of 
present  reach,  the  general  is  pleased  to  have  the  assistance  of  your  com- 
mand in  keeping  the  Arkansas  free  for  navigation.  It  is  desirable  that 
there  may  be  free  and  frequent  intercourse  between  yourself  and  these 
headquarters.  Please  forward,  as  far  as  may  be  convenient,  intelligence 
of  any  scouts  sent  by  you,  and,  when  your  scouts  reach  as  far  as  Van 
Buren  or  this  point,  please  instruct  the  officers  in  command  to  report  on 
their  arrival  here  in  person  and  from  Van  Buren  by  courier.  I shall 
keep  you  constantly  advised  of  any  intelligence  from  the  enemy  calcu- 
lated to  affect  your  movements.  From  information  deemed  trustworthy, 
the  enemy  are  some  600  or  800  strong  at  Fayetteville.  I would  suggest, 
therefore,  that  in  sending  up  scouts  to  protect  boats  coming  up,  the 
main  body  of  the  scout  should  be  sent  on  the  north  side  of  the  river. 

The  commanding  general  instructs  me  to  inform  you  further  that  he 
entertains  the  hope  of  being  prepared  within  a few  days  for  crossing 
over  to  the  south  side  of  the  river  any  scout  of  yours  that  may  find  it 
necessary  to  fall  back  on  this  point  for  support.  The  ferry-boat,  for 
safety,  will  be  kept  at  this  place. 

By  direction  of  General  Steele: 

J.  F.  CROSBY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department,  O.  S.  A., 

Eiehmond,  Va.,  February  6,  1863. 

General  J.  O.  Pemberton, 

General^  Commanding,  &c. : 

Sir  : A day  or  two  since  I telegraphed,  and  have  since  written.  Gen- 
eral E.  Kirby  Smith,  on  his  passage  through  your  department,  to  en- 
deavor to  arrange  with  you  for  the  exchange  of  troops  from  his  depart- 
ment for  General  Price’s  command,  or,  at  least,  (reneral  Price  and  his 
Missouri  troops.  It  has  long  been  contemplated  and  desired  by  the 
Department,  as  soon  as  the . safety  off  your  command  would  allow,  to 
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transfer  General  Price,  with  liis  Missouri  troops,  to  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department.  Late  events  increase  the  wish,  and  if  the  matter 
can  be  arranged  so  as  not  to  weaken  your  army  materially,  it  would  be 
very  gratifying  to  the  Department  to  have  it  accomplished  wTthout 
further  delay.  Should  you  be  unable  to  arrange  this  exchange,  then, 
as  soon  as  you  can  spare  General  Price  and  his  Missouri  troops  without 
seriously  endangering  your  command,  you  are  requested  to  order  him 
and  them  to  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  to  report  to  General 
Smith.  Great  confidence  is  felt  by  the  Department  that,  under  your 
skillful  leadership,  the  attack  now  being  made  against  Vicksburg  will 
be  triumphantly  repelled,  and  it  is  hoped  that  then  it  will  be  in  your 
power  to  make  safely  the  desired  transfer. 

With  high  esteem,  most  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDOK, 

Secretary  of  War.  ^ 


Headquarters  Hindman’s  Division, 

Little  Eoclc,  February  7,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  request  that  I,  with  such  of  my  staff 
officers  as  may  desire  to  accompany  me,  be* relieved  of  duty  in  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Dei)artment,  allowed  twenty  days  in  which  to  close  unsettled 
business  in  said  department,  and  ordered  then  to  report  to  General  Brax- 
ton Bragg,  east  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver.  This  request  would  have  been 
])referred  earlier  but  for  the  tact  or  anticipation  of  being  near  the  enemy. 
I am  not  now  aware  of  any  such  obstacle,  and  earnestly  hope  the  appli- 
cation will  be  granted  without  delay. 

Eespectfullv, 

T.  C.  HINDMAN, 

Major- General.,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Little  Roclc,  February  7,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  T.  C.  Hindman: 

General  : Your  letter  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general,  asking  to 
be  ordered  to  report  to  General  Bragg,  has  been  referred  to  me.  I re- 
gret the  application,  because  it  pains  me  to  refuse  any  request  of  yours, 
but  your  services  are  necessary  here,  and  cannot  be  dispensed  with.  I 
have  no  one  with  whom  to  supply  your  place,  and  I sincerely  hope  you 
will  not  persist  in  your  application  or  ask  its  reference  to  higher 
authority. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully  and  faithfully, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant-General. 


Clarksville,  Ark.,  February  7,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  T.  C.  Hindman: 

General:  We  landed  at  Spadra  yesterday  morning.  Colonel  Brooks 
had  200  bushels  of  C(5rn  put  off  at  that  xjoint;  the  balance  of  the  corn 
(2,100  bushels)  to  be  unloaded  at  Eoseville,  by  order  of  Colonel  Carroll. 
I find  but  very  little  here  for  troops  to  subsist  on ; not  breadstuff  enough 
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in  the  country  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  people,  and  if  there  is  any  force 
left  in  this  section  of  the  country,  corn  must  be  shipi)ed  up  the  river. 
Meat  can  be  procured  here,  1 think,  if  we  had  salt.  A small  i)arty  of 
Federals  made  a raid  into  Ozark  on  last  Monday  5 they  numbered  about 
100.  Captain  Dorsey  was  near  Ozark  ; had  some  30  men  with  him.  He 
had  a skirmish  with  them ; he  got  3 men  wounded  and  several  horses 
killed.  The  citizens  report  4 Federals  killed  and  17  wounded.  Tlie 
Federals  left  that  evening  5 went  ux)  toward  the  head  of  Mulberry.  The 
citizens  here  are  very  anxious  for  a force  to  be  left  in  this  section  suffi- 
cient to  insure  peace  to  the  country  against  jayhawkers  and  what  few 
Federals  are  left  on  the  border. 

Frotu  the  best  information  we  can  get,  there  are  but  few  Federals  at 
Fayetteville  ; do  not  number  over  1,000  men.  If  you  can,  have  supxilies 
sent  up  the  river  sufficient  to  supiily  the  troops.  Place  Colonel  Brooks 
in  command  of  the  cavalry.*  Do  not  cramx>  him  by  x^lacing  men  over 
him  that  are  not  disposed  to  go  very  far  north.  All  that  is  necessary  to 
be  done  is  to  have  an  energetic  man  to  go  to  work  j one  that  will  collect 
the  forces  together  and  then  lead  them  on.  This  country  can  be  freed 
and  those  vandals  driven  from  the  State.  Farmers  are  wanting  to  go  to 
work,  but  there  will  be  but  litle  done  in  regard  to  farming  unless  those 
thieving  jay  hawking  villains  are  hunted  down  and  hanged.  Now  is 
the  time  for  a small  force  to  do  some  good. 

The  Federals  are  enrolling  the  militia  at  Fayetteville  and  also  in  Mad- 
ison County.  Let  this  be  broken  up,  and  we  would  have  no  trouble  in 
collecting  ux^  the  men  that  have  left  their  commands  and  enrolling 
those  that  are  subject  to  military  duty.  Send  corn  ux>  the  river;  have 
means  furnished  to  buy  sux)plies  that  can  be  obtained  here,  and,  in  my 
oiiinion,  you  will  very  soon  hear  of  the  farmers  going  to  work  as  far 
north  as  Fayetteville.  Colonel  Brooks  will  start  on  Monday  morning 
with  a scout  for  Yan  Buren.  He  will  no  doubt  be  able  to  learn  more 
than  he  now  knows  in  regard  to  the  Federals. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  CEAWFORD. 


Headquaeteks  Hindman’s  Division, 

Little  Bode,  February  8,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  Trans- Mississippi  JDepartme^it : 

General:  I have  received  your  note  of  yesterday,  stating  that  my 
services  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  and  hox)ing  I will  not  x^ersist  in  my 
application  to  be  relieved  of  duty  in  this  dex)artment  and  ordered  to 
report  to  General  Bragg.  In  justice  to  myself,  the  axix^bcation  should 
have  been  made  when  I was  superseded.  At  all  events,  it  ought  to 
have  been  made  and  insisted  on  when  the  late  Secretary  of  War,  in  a 
letter  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  ignored  facts  which  had  been 
officially  communicated  to  him,  and  made  the  imxiression  that  I had 
assumed  command  here  without  any  rightful  authority,  thereby  offer- 
ing my  reputation* and  iutluence  as  a sacrifice  to  the  malcontents  and 
demagogues  of  this  country,  though,  at  the  same  time,  availing  himself 
of  and  transferring  to  my  successor  the  troops  which  I had  raised,  and 
with  which  I had,  so  far,  successfully  resisted  three  Federal  armies. 
There  were,  if  possible,  still  stronger  grounds  for  my  a])X)lying  to  go  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  when  I afterward  asked,  through  you,  to  make  a 
rexiort,  to  be  laid  before  the  House  of  Representatives,  showing  how  I 
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came  to  assume  command  here  and  how  that  command  was  exercised, 
and  not  only  received  no  permission  to  make  the  report  but  no  answer 
of  anj^  description.  The  application  was  not  made  at  either  of  the  times 
referred  to  because  of  the  reasons  stated  in  that  of  yesterday’s  date. 
NTow,  however,  I feel  it  to  be  my  right  and  imperative  duty  to  make  it 
and  adhere  to  it.  I know  my  own  capacity  far  better  than  any  one  else 
can.  As  the  positive  result  of  that  knowledge,  I am  convinced  that  I 
cannot  be  useful  in  your  command.  Believing  this,  I think  the  services 
I have  rendered  the  Confederacy  entitle  me  to  be  transferred  to  a com- 
mand where  I can  be  useful,  and  not  forced  to  quit  the  army  altogether. 
Should  you  tinally  disapprove  my  application,  I request  that  the  same 
be  forwarded  to  Eichmond  with  this  letter  as  a direct  appeal  to  the 
President  from  me. 

Eespectfully, 

• T.  0.  HINDMAjS^, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Little  Bock.,  February  8,  1863.  ' 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke, 

Commanding,  &c.,  near  Batesville : 

General  : Yours  of  the  Gth  instant  has  just  been  received  and  laid 
before  the  lieutenant-general  commanding,  who  directs  me  to  say,  in 
reply  thereto,  he  wishes  you  to  keep  a sufficient  force  on  the  north  side 
of  White  Elver  to  resist  any  raid  that  may  be  made  by  the  enemy,  but 
that  you  must  not  risk  your  whole  command.  He  advises,  if  it  can  be 
done,  that  you  construct  a bridge  of  boats  to  facilitate  the  crossing  of 
the  White  Eiver.  In  the  event  of  your  having  to  fall  back,  you  will, 
in  the  absence  of  special  instructions  from  department  headquarters, 
dispose  of  your  forces  as  your  judgment  may  dictate  and  the  emergency 
of  the  case  may  require. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDEESON,. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — zk.  telegram  from  Monroe,  La.,  received  last  night,  states  that 
a Federal  ram  had  passed  our  batteries  and  gone  down  the  river;  that 
the  Federals  had  fallen  back  from  Fredericksburg,  and  that  we  had 
gained  a victory  at  Charleston,  S.  0. 

Fitz  John  Porter  has  been  dismissed  from  ^‘Old  Abe’s”  service,  and 
forbidden  forev^er  hereafter  to  hold  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit 
under  the  Government  of  the  (so-called)  United  States. 


Eichmond,  February  9,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Care  of  General  Pemberton,  Jackson,  Miss. : 

Y^our  command  of  Southwestern  Army  has  been  enlarged  so  as  to  em- 
brace the  Trans-Mississippi  Department.  Lieutenant-General  Holmes 
will  still  remain  in  that  department,  and  it  is  suggested  for  your  con- 
sideration to  visit  his  headquarters  before  proceeding  to  West  Louis- 
iana. 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 
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Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 
iso.  33.  j Richmond^  February  9,  1863. 

* * * * * * # 

XXYII.  The  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith  is  extended 
so  as  to  embrace  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

******  * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JXO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

Fort  Smith,  Arh.,  February  10,  1863. 

Col.  J.  0.  Monroe  : 

Colonel  : It  is  reported  that  500  of  the  enemy  were  in  camp  yester- 
day 8 miles  from  Van  Buren,  on  Frog  Bayou.  Numerous  reports  have 
reached  here  of  their  being  on  this  side  of  the  river.  You  must,  how- 
ever, ere  this  have  learned  if  such  be  the  case.  What  they  may  have 
done  at  Threlkeld’s  Ferry  you  are  no  doubt  aware.  It  is  found  that  a 
boat  may  come  up  without  a sufficient  protection  against  so  large  a num- 
ber of  the  enemy.  Please  endeavor  to  ascertain  everything  you  can  in 
this  connection,  and  inform  me  without  delay. 

Colonel  (or  Major)  Brooks  is  reported  to  be  on  his  way  up  the  river, 
on  the  opposite  side,  with  a squadron.  If  by  any  means  a junction  of 
yours  and  Brooks’  commands  [could  be  effected],  the  joint  commands 
would  be  perhaps  sufficiently  strong  to  attack  the  Federal  force.  The 
Federal s are  reported  to  have  with  them  a number  of  wagons,  and  are 
loading  cotton. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  send  an  express  to  Colonel  Carroll,  informing 
him  of  all  such  facts  as  you  deem  necessary,  and  especially  all  such 
information  as  may  tend  to  the  security  of  steamers  on  the  river.  If  the 
boat  at  Threlkeld’s  has  been  destroyed,  as  reported,  inform  Colonel  Car- 
roll  of  the  fact,  and  consequently  the  impossibility  of  your  crossing  to 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river  at  that  point. 

Please  communicate  freely  and  frequently. 

I am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  express  his  confidence  in 
your  energy  and  vigilance,  and  he  confides  in  the  continued  exercise  of 
these  high  soldierly  qualities  on  your  part  in  the  important  duty  of 
guarding  the  avenue  of  approach  to  our  lines,  and  affording  security  to 
the  navigation  of  the  river,  so  important,  and  indeed  indispensable,  to 
the  supply  of  the  command  at  this  post. 

In  case  it  does  not  interfere  with  operations  decided  on,  it  is  the  wish 
of  the  general  that  you  send  a scout  in  the  direction  of  Grand  Prairie 
and  Chariton,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  the  reports  of  an 
enemy  in  that  quarter.  In  your  operations  you  will  be  untrammeled 
with  orders  in  detail.  Much  must  necessarily  be  left  to  your  discretion 
and  judgment.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  you  will  not  find  it  necessary 
to  get  too  far  away  with  your  command,  as  under  present  circumstances 
it  is  deemed  necessary  to  hold  your  command  at  a convenient  proximity 
to  this  point. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Steele  : 

J.  F.  CEOSBY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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War  Department,  0.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Ya.,  February  16,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  W.  Johnson,  *0.  S.  Senate: 


Sir  : I have  just  received  your  note.*  I owe  an  apology  to  you  and 
the  other  members  of  Congress  from  Arkansas  for  not  having  sooner 
answered  the  letter  to  the  President,  which  he  has  referred  to  me  for 
reply.  My  engagements  of  each  day  have  really  been  so  pressing  that 
I have  not  been  able  yet  to  give  it  a deliberate  and  full  response. 
Meantime  I take  pleasure  in  assuring  you  that  General  E.  K.  Smith  has 
been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 
and  by  this  time,  I hope,  is  there,  and  that  General  Hindman  has  been 
withdrawn  from  command  in  Arkansas,  having  been  assigned  to  a court 
of  inquiry  sitting  out  of  the  State. 

Orders  have  been  given  by  which  I think  General  Price  will  certainly, 
and  soon,  go  with  his  Missouri  troops  across  the  river.  It  will  be  just 
as  soon  as  the  safety  of  Vicksburg  and  the  command  there  will  allow. 

Most  truly,  yours. 


J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  February  16,  1863. 

General  J.  S.  Marmaduke, 

Commanding,  Batesville: 

Dear  General  : Thanks  for  your  letter.  Is  it  possible  to  raise  your 
present  organization  to  the  required  strength  ? Your  plan  is  a bold 
one,  though  I think  you  miscalculated  the  status  of  the  Missouri  people. 
I fear  and  believe  they  are  thoroughly  cowed,  and  now  occupy  that  un- 
enviable position  that  nothing  short  of  an  overwhelming  force  would 
induce  them  to  raise  a hand  against  their  oppressors.  However,  work 
as  hard  as  you  can,  and  strengthen  yourself  as  much  as  possible,  with 
a certainty  that  you  pour  your  spirit  of  enterprise  into  willing  ears,  and 
that  I will,  if  it  be  within  the  range  of  possibility,  carry  out  your  plans. 

Please  inform  me  where  BlunPs  and  Schofield’s  and  the  other  Federal 
forces  are. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  February  17,  1863. 

General  D.  H.  Cooper: 

General  : Your  communication  of  the  15th  instant*  has  been  con- 
sidered by  the  commanding  general.  I am  directed  to  say,  in  answer, 
that  Lane’s  regiment  is  so  scattered  and  depleted  in  numbers  that  it  is 
not  deemed  advisable  to  take  any  steps  in  the  matter  suggested  at  this 
time.  It  can  best  be  determined  what  may  be  best  done  when  it  is  known 
whether  the  ranks  of  the  regiment  are  again  filled  or  not.  You  are  at 
liberty  to  organize  the  companies  of  Scanland,  Marshall,  and  Gillett  into 
a battalion,  and,  if  practicable,  organize  a regiment  of  the  Keserve  In- 
dians. In  taking  into  service  the  Eeserve  Indians,  you  will  be  careful 
to  make  no  pledges  the  fulfillment  of  which  may  be  involved  in  any 
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doubt.  Give  them  distinctly  to  understand  the  nature  of  tbe  service 
expected  of  tbem  ; that  is  to  say,  operations  upon  the  enemy’s  frontier, 
crippling  his  transportation,  cutting  off  his  communication,  &c.  Do  not 
promise  them  pay  at  any  definite  periods.  Try  and  impress  them  with 
the  idea  that  they  are  expected  as  soon  as  the  grass  rises  to  sustain 
themselves  as  far  as  may  be  possible ; and  say  to  them  that  all  the  stock 
they  may  be  able  to  capture  from  the  enemy,  over  and  above  what  is 
required  for  their  own  use,  will  be  i)urchased  by  the  Government  at 
fair  prices. 

Every  energy  will  be  used  to  procure  a sufficient  supply  of  arms  for 
the  troops  6f  the  department,  for  fear,  however,  from  other  quarters  a 
supply  may  not  be  received.  All  guns  out  of  repair  should  be  repaired 
and  put  in  useful  condition  as  soon  as  practicable. 

By  direction  of  Brigadier-General  Steele  : 

J.  F.  OEOSBY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

Little  Eoclc,  Ark.,  February  17,  1863. 

General  J.  S.  Marmaduke, 

Commanding^  Batesville : 

General  : General  Steele  fears  an  attack  on  Fort  Smith  from  Fay- 
etteville. My  information  is  that  the  enemy  are  not  more  than  two 
regiments,  both  very  small,  say  800  in  all,  at  Fayetteville.  If  they  take 
Fort  Smith,  the  Indian  country  is  gone. 

Could  you  not  take  a part  of  your  command,  march  rapidly  to  Glarks- 
ville,  take  Carroll’s  command  up,  and  attack  them,  or,  if  they  have 
made  a move  south,  cut  off*  their  retreat  by  sending  a courier  in  advance 
Carroll  would  be  ready.  If  you  can  efect  this,  it  will  be  a brilliant 
operation,  and  one  that  will  be  of  greater  service  to  us  than  any  that 
could  occur.  I leave  the  matter  at  your  discretion,  and  do  not  wish 
you  to  attempt  it  if  your  judgment  condemns. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

February  19,  1863. 

My  judgment  is  that  I cannot  make  the  move. 

J.  S.  MAEMADUKE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Hindman’s  Division, 

White  Bluff,  February  18,  1863. 

Col.  E.  C.  NIewton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  : On  the  13th  instant,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  division  and 
department  headquarters,  I had  the  honor  to  forward  a report  (accom- 
panied by  a diagram)  * upon  the  merits  of  Day’s  Bluff*  as  a position 
from  which  to  resist  the  advance  of  an  enemy  up  the  vallej^  of  the  Ar- 
kansas. In  that  report  I recommended  an  immediate  change  from  this 
to  that  point,  and  requested  orders  to  that  eff*ect,  stating  that  I expected 


Not  found. 
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laborers  to  arrive  from  the  neighboring  plantations,  and  desiring,  before 
I commenced  erecting  works,  to  have  the  point  to  be  fortified  definitely 
determined  upon.  Some  fifty-odd  laborers  are  now  here,  lying  idle, 
whilst  I am  awaiting  instructions.  I have  not  thought  it  advisalile  to 
commence  work  here,  feeling  assured  that  when  the  commanding  gen- 
eral came  to  compare  the  merits  of  this  point  with  those  of  Day’s  Bluff, 
he  would  at  once  give  the  preference  to  the  latter  place.  This  place 
can  be  turned  by  a march  of  2 or  3 miles,  whilst  that  would  require  a 
march  of  probably  15,  with  a difficult  bayou  to  cross  in  order  to  attain 
its  rear.  The  rear  can  there  be  easily  strengthened,  whilst  here  it 
would  be  impossible  without  great  labor ; in  a word,  there  can  be  no 
just  comparison  made  between  the  two  points.  This  would  be  a slight 
impediment,  that  a serious  obstacle,  to  an  enemy’s  advance.  If  the 
large  guns  can  be  obtained  from  the  Arkansas  Post,  they  should  be  at 
once  sent  to  Day’s  Bluff.  With  them,  a force  of  10,000  ought  to  stop 
30,000  at  that  point.  I trust  that  this  subject  will  receive  the  attention 
of  the  general  commanding  at  his  earliest  convenience. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  M.  FEOST, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  First  Brigade. 


Little  Eock,  Ark.,  February  27,  1863. 
General  J.  S.  Marmaduke  : 

My  Dear  General  : I have  considered  your  proposition  relative  to 
Missouri  very  carefully,  and  with  an  earnest  desire  to  foster  the  plan. 
If  Blunt  or  Herron  is  still  at  Forsyth,  anything  like  a successful  or 
permanent  occui^ation  of  Missouri  would  require  an  infantry  force  to 
sustain  you.  If  you  go  alone,  and  are  forced  to  return,  you  would  leave 
our  friends  there  to  a merciless  foe,  who  would  not  hesitate  to  destroy 
every  man,  woman,  or  child  that  showed  you  sympathy.  If  the  Federals 
have  left  Northwestern  Arkansas,  I should  have  no  difficulty  in  raising 
your  command  to  6,000,  but  it  would  not  do  to  leave  them  there,  as  all 
that  part  of  the  State  is  so  perfectly  demoralized  that  we  should  lose 
its  allegiance  in  a short  time,  and,  what  is  of  still  more  importance,  the 
Indians  would  desert  us,  and  we  should  have  an  active  enemy  in  our 
midst.  If  you  could,  after  your  men  and  horses  are  recruited,  make  a 
trial  expedition,  and  take  Fayetteville  in  reverse,  if  you  cannot  make 
a direct  march,  you  would  do  us  an  infinite  service.  But  please  re- 
member that  you  are  intrusted  with  the  entire  defense  of  the  northern 
frontier,  and  any  disaster  to  you  would  be  ruinous  to  us.  In  regard 
to  our  friends  in  Missouri,  I think  you  overestimate  their  zeal,  or  rather 
you  underestimate  the  effect  of  the  iron  and  diabolical  rule  of  the  enemy 
over  there.  It  is  expecting  too  much  of  weak  human  nature  to  suppose 
that  they  will  sacrifice  all,  unless  we  can  give  them  at  least  a reasonable 
show  of  permanent  protection.  Without  this,  though  they  would  sympa- 
thize with  us  in  their  hearts,  they  would  raise  no  hand  to  help  us,  vide 
Maryland,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee.  Consider  this,  and  tell  me  what 
you  think. 

What  will  you  do  for  a commander  for  [J.  0.]  Porter’s  brigade?  Tell 
me  what  you  wish,  and  also  if  a brigadier  from  another  State  would  an- 
swer your  puri)ose;  if  not,  who  from  Missouri  shall  I recommend? 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant’  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  iSmith,  Arlc.,  February  27,  18G3. 
Col.  J.  C.  Monroe,  Commanding  First  Arlmnsas  Cavalry : 

Colonel:  You  will  proceed  with  force  and  scout  in  such  direction  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver  as  circumstances  and  your  discre- 
tion may  suggest.  Should  you  make  any  captures  of  the  militia  under- 
stood to  have  been  called  into  service  of  the  United  States,  the  prisoners 
being  persons  (citizens  of  the  Confederate  States)  within  the  conscript 
age,  or  deserters  from  the  army,  you  will,  if  practicable,  bring  them  with 
you.  In  all  cases  of  soldiers  regularly  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  persons  over  the  conscript  age,  you  will  cause  them 
to  subscribe  the  accompanying  oath,*  affixing  to  their  name  the  date  and 
place  of  capture,  and  giving  to  the  prisoners  thus  paroled  a memoran- 
dum of  the  act.  All  citizens  who  have  exhibited  an  active  opposition 
to  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  have  been  instru- 
mental in  causing  persons  to  desert  the  C.  S.  Army  and  to  join  the 
Federal  forces,  will,  if  practicable,  be  brought  to  this  x)lace.  Should 
you  capture  any  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  they  will  be  held  in  accord- 
ance with  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States. 
All  further  matters  of  detail  will  be  left  to  your  discretion. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Steele : 

J.  F.  CEOSBY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Miss,  and  East  La., 

No.  58.  f ' Jackson^  3Iiss.,  February  27,  1863. 

* * * * # 

Y.  At  his  own  request,  sanctioned  by  the  War  Department  at  Eich- 
mond,  Ya.,  Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price,  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  is  relieved  from  duty  in  this  department,  and  will  report 
to  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States,  for  duty  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

YI.  In  compliance  with  the  desire  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  ex- 
pressed by  letter,  as  soon  as  the  troops  now  composing  Major-General 
Price’s  division  can  be  replaced  by  a corresponding  number  from  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department,  they  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  General 
Price  for  duty.  Should,  however,  the  troops  referred  to  from  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department  not  be  able  to  replace  those  of  Major-General 
Price’s  division,  the  Missouri  troops,  forming  a part  of  said  division,  will 
be  sent  lo  join  General  Price  in  the  Trans-Mississipxh  Department  as 
soon  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will  admit  of  it. 

YII.  Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price  will  take  with  him  as  an  escort  Captain 
Collins’  company,  Missouri  cavalry,  now  acting  as  body  guard. 

* # * # * # # 

Bv  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Pemberton : 

J.  E.  WADDY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Crittenden  County,  February  28, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  T.  C.  Hindman: 

Dear  Sir  : Since  we  came  to  this  county  we  have  succeeded  in  sink- 
ing six  coal  barges,  which  we  boarded  with  skiffs,  worth,  at  least,  to 


Omitted. 
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the  enemy  $50,000,  and  captured  the  steamer  Belle  Memx)his ; hut  on 
account  of  Lieutenant  Thom  being  mortally  wounded,  and  0 of  the  12 
men  selected  to  board  her  not  having  courage  and  incentive  enougli  to 
board  her  at  the  same  time  with  the  others,  she  regained  the  use  of  her 
engines,  and  pulled  up  the  tree  to  which  she  was  tied,  and  made  her 
escape  before  we  could  get  to  their  relief  with  the  balance  of  the  com- 
mand, to  assist  the  5 brave  and  daring  men  who  sustained  Lieutenant 
Thom  in  boarding  the  boat.  The  boat  was  loaded  with  cotton,  some  15 
Federal  officers,  and  150  passengers,  as  we  learned  from  the  7 men  we 
captured  with  the  pilot.  Captain  McGehee’s  men  have  captured  one 
large  steam  tow-boat  and  seven  large  coal  barges,  and  burned  them 
immediately,  at  Hopefield,  under  the  guns  of  Memphis,  and  the  gunboat 
which  caused  them  to  burn  Hopefield,  which  will  have  to  be  paid  for 
by  their  Government,  as  all  of  the  citizens  had  taken  the  Federal  oath, 
and  since  then  have  gone  to  Memphis  [sic].  Now,  in  all  of  our  opera- 
tions on  the  river,  I find  we  lack  one  grand  thing  in  order  to  enable  us  to 
destroy  the  entire  fleet  of  transports  upon  the  river,  and,  if  we  have  that, 
we  can  iirocure  men  and  money  to  break  up  the  passing  with  steam- 
boats on  the  river,  unless  they  have  a gunboat  to  accompany  them,  which 
will  take  all  their  gunboats  to  supply  their  army  with  food  and  ammu- 
nition. The  thing  we  lack  is  incentive  and  motive  to  induce  men  to 
risk  their  lives  and  their  all  to  accomplish  the  end,  and  the  way  to 
secure  that  end  is  to  have  procured  for  my  company  and  Captain  Mc- 
Gehee’s  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  I will  guarantee  to  you  and 
the  Government  that  we  can  organize  .two  companies,  of  200  men  each, 
who  will  break  up  the  navigation  of  the  river,  except  with  gunboats, 
and,  if  they  are  not  watchful,  we  will  get  some  of  them.  Now,  the  point 
I want  your  action  on  is  this,  as  I know  your  inventive  and  fruitful 
mind  will  not  and  cannot  fail  to  see  it  in  its  full  force  and  all  of  its  bear- 
ings at  once : To  give  us  such  letters  of  recommendations  as  will  secure 
to  each  of  us  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal.  I want,  or  would  suggest, 
that  you  appoint  Col.  Asa  Hodges,  of  this  county,  to  go  immediately  to 
Bichmond  and  have  them  i)rocured  for  us.  He  is  a man,  if  you  want 
any  business  done  there,  I would  suggest,  as  he  is  capable,  reliable, 
and  honest,  and  truly  loyal,  and  is  an  executive  man  in  every  sense  of 
the  word.  Now,  general,  this,  I conceive,  is  no  small  matter,  and  re- 
quires the  promptest  action  to  enable  us  to  help  our  brave  army  at 
Vicksburg  in  the  death  struggle.  Please  have  Colonel  Hodges  ap- 
•liointed,  and  send  him,  by  Captain  McGehee,  such  letters  and  transpor- 
tations there  and  back  as  will  enable  him  to  procure  the  letters  at  once 
and  return,  without  difficulty,  to  operate  on  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  with 
200  men  in  each  company.  General,  give  this  your  iirompt  and  im- 
mediate attention,  as  you  will  see  the  Government,  in  a pecuniary  view, 
will  make  $10,000  by  this  where  she  does  not  make  $1  now.  You  know, 
as  for  myself  and  Captain  McGehee,  that  such  incentives  are  not  en- 
tirely necessary  to  induce  us  to  display  our  whole  strength  and  courage, 
but  with  all  these  men  it  is  entirely  necessary  to  secure  their  aid  and 
prompt  action.  You  see,  in  boarding  the  Belle  Memphis,  if  all  the  men 
had  got  on  her,  we  would  have  gotten  $10,000  worth  of  cotton,  together 
with  a million  of  money,  besides  the  fastest  transport  they  had  on  the 
river,  and  her  crew,  and  by  their  cowardice  we  lost  the  whole. 

Ca[)tain  McGehee’s  men,  before  I came  here,  made  some  other  cap- 
tures of  steamboats,  which  did  not  come  under  my  observation,  far  more 
daring  and  desperate  than  anything  since  I have  been  here.  His  com- 
pany cannot  be  too  highly  praised  and  extolled,  as  I doubt  whether 
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they  have  au  equal  in  the  Government  or  not.  Captain  McGehee, 
though,  will  give  you  all  the  x)articulars  of  his  former  operations  while 
making  such  desperate  captures.  Speed  this  matter,  and  let  him  return. 
Believe  me,  your  friend,  truly, 

JOS.  F.  BAETOls^, 

Captain  Company  Z>. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

NTo.  57.  ( • Little  EoclCj  February  28,  1863. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  0.  Tappan,  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States,  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  T.  C.  Hindman  for  assignment  to  the 
command  of  the  brigade  now  commanded  by  Col.  J.  K.  Shaler. 

* * # ' * * * * 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  : 

S.  S.  ANDEESOiX, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Abstract  from  consolidated  report  of  Hindman’s  division,  Trans-Mississippi  Army,  Maj. 
Gen.  Thomas  C.  Hindman  commanding,  for  February  28,  1863. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent  last  re- 
port. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Division  staff 

11 

11 

13 

12 

Frost’s  brigade 

96 

980 

1,339 

2,  356 

2,  373 

Fagan’s  brigade 

91 

1,025 

1,431 

3,785 

3,  814 

McRae’s  brigade 

128 

1,  227 

1,753 

. 3, 105 

3,  566 

Parsons’  brigade 

130 

1,  703 

2,443 

3,  692 

3, 744 

Sbaler’s  brigade 

70 

683 

1, 115 

3,  307 

3,  394 

Artillery  of  division 

16 

224 

306 

414 

Coarser's  company 

4 

58 

77 

85 

87 

Total 

546 

5,  900 

8,  475 

16,  757 

16,  990 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Little  Roclj  i^^arc7^  1,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Liv4Mon,  near  Batesville,  ArJe. : 

General  : Your  communications  of  the  24th  of  February,  asking 
authority  to  impress  negroes  and  horses,  have  been  received  and  laid 
before  the  lieutenant-general  commanding.  He  directs  me  to  say  tliat 
you  are  authorized  to  make  the  impressments  you  desire.  He  further 
directs  me  to  say  that,  if  possible,  you  will  impress  an  additional 
number  of  negroes  (say  200  or  300),  and  send  them  to  Little  Eock  for 
employment  in  the  department  at  this  place. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

JOHN  W.  HINSDALE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders^  ) Hdqrs!.  Trans-AIississippi  Department, 

No.  58.  j Little  Bode,  Arlc.^  March  2,  1863. 

#*#**#* 

\^I1.  Alaj.  Gen.  T.  0.  Hindman,  having  been  relieved  from  duty  in 
the  Trans-AIississippi  Department,  by  Special  Orders,  No.  25,  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  GeneraFs  Office,  dated  January  30,  1863,  and  ordered  to 
Vicksburg,  Aliss.,  will  be  relieved  in  the  command  of  his  division  by 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  AT.  Frost.  Brigadier-General  Frost  will  at  once  turn  over 
the  command  of  his  brigade  to  the  senior  colonel  therein,  and  repair  to 
Little  Rock. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  : 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Ge^ieral. 


Headquarters, 

Little  Roclc,  Arh.,  March  5,  1863. 

General  J.  S.  AIarmaduke  : 

General  : Your  plans  have  been  referred  to  me,  and  are  certainly 
very  tempting.  I have  sent  General  Cabell  up  the  country,  and  hope  he 
will  be  [able]  to  quiet  and  put  things  up  there  on  a good  basis.  If  he 
succeeds,  our  way  is  plain  enough.  If  he  fails,  you  will  have  to  do  the 
work  after  the  grass  grows.  If  the  enemy  in  Missouri  are  not  in  any 
way  threatening  your  front,  and  you  can  leave  your  command  in  per- 
fectly safe  hands,  I wish  you  would  come  down  for  a few  days,  in  order 
that  we  may  have  a full  conference.  Hindman  is  relieved  from  duty,  and 
ordered  to  await  further  orders  at  Vicksburg.  ' 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


• Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Arlc.,  March  5,  1863. 

Col.  S.  S,  Anderson, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Trans-Mississippi  Dept.,  Little  Roclc,  ArJe. : 

Colonel:  I desire  to  call  the  attention  of  General  Holmes  to  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  Western  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  country,  each 
being  to  a considerable  extent  dependent  on  the  other.  The  season  for 
active  operations  is  nearly  upon  us,  and  we  are  far  from  being  in  a con- 
dition to  take  the  field.  When  I took  command,  in  January,  the  troops, 
though  presenting  quite  an  array  of  regiments,  battalions,  &c.,  on 
paper,  in  fact  presented  a very  small  effective  force  of  irregular  troops, 
badly  armed,  a large  number  without  any,  and  no  artillery.  Soon  after 
my  arrival,  an  infantry  brigade  was  sent  me,  consisting  of  five  regiments, 
under  Colonel  Speight.  This  brigade  had  present  less  than  2,000  men, 
and  four  of  the  regiments  were  so  demoralized  that  it  had  been  found 
necessary  to  distribute  the  men  among  other  troops.  These  troops  were, 
of  course,  worthless  while  in  such  a condition.  The  state  of  naviga- 
tion on  the  Arkansas  River  rendered  it  impossible  to  supply  more  than 
a few  of  these  troops  with  corn  meal  (the  only  breadstuff  to  be  had). 
There  was  none  to  be  had  in  this  section  of  the  country,  nor  could  it  be 
hauled  from  Texas,  without  much  more  transportation  than  could  be 
commanded.  Such  limited  transportation  as  could  be  had  could  not  be 


Chap.  XXXIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  795 

used,  owing  to  the  entire  absence  of  either  forage  or  grass  between  this 
and  Red  River. 

Under  these  circumstances,  Speight’s  brigade  was  ordered  to  Red 
River,  where  it  was  supposed  sufficient  supplies  could  be  obtained  and 
the  disorganized  skeleton  regiments  recruited.  One  of  the  regiments, 
having  a force  of  about  200  men,  was  detained  as  a guard  to  the  hosi)i- 
tals  at  this  place.  A greater  force  was  not  sent,  for  the  reason  assigned. 
With  even  this  small  force,  our  supply  of  breadstuff's  has  several  times 
been  at  a very  low  ebb.  After  a short  time,  when  a rise  in  the  river 
secured  to  us  a better  supply  of  provisions,  and  becoming  more  thor- 
oughly aware  of  the  importance  of  Port  Smith  as  a point  necessary  to  the 
preservation  of  that  portion  of  the  Indian  Territory  south  of  the  Arkan- 
sas, I brought  up  the  eight  companies  of  Colonel  Monroe’s  regiment  of 
Arkansas  cavalry,  which  had  been  placed  under  my  control,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  open  the  navigation  of  the  river.  I also  brought  to 
this  vicinity  the  greater  part  of  the  two  Cherokee  regiments,  they  being 
the  most  available  force  at  hand. 

The  troops  under  my  command  have  been,  and  still  are,  widely  scat- 
tered, owing  to  the  necessity  of  frontier  protection  from  incursions  of 
hostile  prairie  Indians,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Nation  directly  in  the 
service  of  the  enemy.  Communications  being  necessarily  conducted  by 
means  of  couriers,  has  rendered  it  difficult  to  obtain  a knowledge  of  the 
true  conditions  of  the  various  commands  in  the  Territory.  The  officers 
are  very  generally  ignorant  of  military  forms  and  usages,  are  without 
stationery  of  any  description,  and  their  requisitions,  &c.,  when  made, 
are  usually  defective.  I have  not  yet  been  able  to  make  requisitions, 
based  upon  the  proper  data,  for  funds,  supplies  of  ordnance,  &c.,  and 
if,  at  this  late  date,  I am  held  by  the  formal  and  circumlocutory  system 
of  obtaining  funds,  arms,  and  ammunition,  the  Indian  country  will  bo 
lost  before  the  lapse  of  dne-half  the  time  usually  required  to  obtain  any- 
thing for  which  requisitions  are  made.  I forwarded  not  long  since  a 
requisition  for  funds  to  carry  on  a work  shop  for  the  repair  of  guns, 
&c.,  at  Port  McCulloch,  and  received  in  reply  notice  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  forward  it  to  Richmond,  This  system  will  not  answer  at  the 
present  momentous  juncture.  Much  preparation  is  necessary  ye.t  to  be 
made,  and  in  order  to  make  these  preparations  money  is  necessary ; cer- 
tified vouchers  will  not  do.  The  country  is  already  flooded  with  them. 
The  money  brought  by  Major  Quesenbury  is  reported  to  be  far  short  of 
thh  amount  necessary  to  the  extinguishment  of  Government  liabilities. 

I had  designed  before  this  to  have  gone  over  the  Indian  country,  and 
endeavor  to  obtain  from  personal  inspection  a knowledge  of  the  con- 
dition of  affairs,  but  as  yet  have  found  no  time  when  I could  leave  this 
point  with  safety.  The  frequent  raids  of  the  enemy  from  Payetteville, 
in  connection  with  the  repeated  murders  and  robberies  committed  by 
bands  of  outlaws  who  infest  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  the  absence  of 
any  officer  of  experience  to  intrust  with  the  command,  has  debarred  me 
from  an  exercise  of  my  wishes  in  this  respect.  Much  of  the  time  which 
I should  otherwise  have  devoted  to  organizing  and  preparing  for  a spring 
campaign  has  been  occupied  in  the  details  of  local  aftairs.  I write 
these  things  in  order  to  place  clearly  before  the  commanding  general 
the  true  state  of  aftairs  in  this  branch  of  his  department,  and  as  it  will 
become  necessary,  should  there  be  an  advance  of  the  enemy,  to  meet 
him  with  other  forces  than  those  under  my  command  at  this  time,  which 
force  I believe  only  to  have  been  designed  for  the  present  protection  of 
the  people  of  the  Indian  Nation,  though,  as  I have  before  stated,  the  rela- 
tions between  Western  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Territory  are  closely 
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identified,  a very  large  amount  of  transportation  will  be  necessary  in 
this  department,  as  the  bulk  of  the  supplies  necessary  for  the  subsistence 
of  the  troops  must  come  from  Texas.  In  view  of  this  necessity,  I have 
instructed  Captain  Cabell,  assistant  quartermaster,  to  spare  no  time  or 
energy  in  supplying  this  almost  totally  exhausted  desideratum,  advising 
the  purchase  of  ox-teams  for  general  use  in  transporting  to  depots.  I 
fear,  however,  that  the  absence  of  furuls  in  the  quartermaster’s  depart- 
ment will  greatly  embarrass  if  it  does  not  render  the  efforts  of  Captain 
Cabell  wholly  nugatory.  It  appears  to  my  mind  that  the  better  plan 
for  providing  the  necessary  funds  for  this  department  would  be  through 
a general  estimate,  rendered  by  the  proper  disbursing  officer  of  my  staff. 
This,  of  course,  would  be,  in  a great  measure,  a mere  matter  of  guess- 
work, owing,  as  before  stated,  to  the  impossibility  of  procuring  the 
usual  estimates  from  the  various  commands  in  the  department. 

I am  earnestly  and  anxiously  looking  forward  to  the  rising  of  grass, 
that  I may  have  it  in  my  i^ower  to  move  forward  my  available  force. 

I hold  the  Indians  firm  in  their  allegiance.  A decided  and  strenuous 
struggle  must  be  made  to  relieve  them  of  the  cruel  and  relentless  op- 
pression to  which  they  are  now  subjected.  There  is  scarcely  a day 
that  I am  not  in  receipt  of  some  sad  tale  of  murder  and  outrage.  This, 
in  connection  with  their  starving  condition,  has  been  quite  sufficient 
to  drive  them  to  the  enemy.  I wonder  at  their  firmness  and  loyalty 
under  circumstances  so  truly  discouraging.  I am  of  the  opinion  that  . 
the  enemy  will  concentrate  his  forces,  and  collect  his  supplies  at  Forts 
Scott  and  Leavenworth,  and  other  points  bordering  the  Indian  country, 
preparatory  to  a move  southward  when  the  season  shall  justify  it.  To 
offer  a successful  resistance  to  this  advance,  I have  much  to  do,  and 
shall  stand  in  need  of  every  assistance  that  can  be  afforded  me.  Iso- 
lated as  this  country  comparatively  is,  together  with  our  weakness  in  a 
military  point  of  view  (patent  to  every  one),  seems  to  dispirit  the  troops 
and  depress  the  minds  of  the  people.  I do  not,  however,  by  any  means 
despair  of  ultimate  success  if  I am  aided,  as  I hope  and  believe  I shall  be. 

The  commanding  general  is,  no  doubt,  already  aware  that  the  depart-  j 
ment  at  this  time  affords  supplies  of  no  kind  except  a little  beef  and  | 
salt.'  Supplies  of  other  kinds  must  come  from  elsewhere.  Ordnance 
stores  particularly  should  be  sent  me.  They  can  probably  be  more 
readily  and  certainly  drawn  "from  Texas  than  any  other  section,  that 
branch  of  the  department  having  had  greater  facilities  for  procuring  and 
having  less  demand  made  for  them  than  any  other  portion  of  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department.  I 

I regret  the  necessity  of  communicating  at  so  great  a length.  The 
vital  importance  of  the  subject,  and  a proper  understanding  of  my  posi-  j 

tion  in  any  future  contingency  that  may  arise,  has  impelled  me  to  it.  | 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  i 

WM.  STEELE,  i 

Brigadier- General. 


Little  Eock,  Ark.,  March  6, 1863. 

His  Excellency  the  President:  ^ 

My  Dear  Sir:  The  situation  of  affairs  here  renders  it  necessary 
that  I should  ask  your  advice.  I think  it  very  doubtful  whether  I shall 
be  able  to  subsist  my  command  until  another  crop  is  made  on  the  Ar-  , 
kansas  Eiver.  I would  move  to  Missouri,  except  that  there  is  the  same  [ 
desolation  there  that  exists  in  Arkansas,  unless  I went  far  into  the  in-  ; 
terior,  say,  within  100  miles  of  the  Missouri  Eiver.  General  Steele, 
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commanding  in  the  Indian  country,  bas  sent  his  troops  back  to  Eed 
Eiver  for  something  to  eat,  and  the  enemy  have  retired  into  Missouri, 
leaving  but  a single  regiment  in  IS'orth western  Arkansas,  bbth  flying 
in  opposite  directions  to  look  for  food.  What  is  to  become  of  the  peo- 
ple I do  not  see.  I am  making  every  exertion  to  feed  the  Indians  from 
Texas,  and -hope  to  succeed,  though  it  will  be  at  an  enormous  expense, 
for  the  roads  are  so  nearly  impassable  that  it  takes  half  that  a team  can 
haul  to  feed  it  on  the  road.  The  corn  on  this  river  will  not  last  ninety 
days,  and,  if  the  roads  do  not  improve,  I must  move  somewhere,  for  I 
cannot  draw  my  supplies  front  Texas.  The  question  is,  where  to  go.  If 
Vicksburg  is  not  reduced,  there  is  no  danger  of  an  invasion  of  Arkan- 
sas from  the  east,  and,  if  they  come  from  the  north,  they  can  only 
remain  until  they  consume  the  supplies  they  bring  with  them. 

It  is  reported  that  General  Price  is  anxious  to  come  over  here.  He  is 
very  much  beloved,  and  I would  like  very  much  to  have  him  with  me  if  I 
go  to  Missouri,  which,  however,  is  only  possible  on  the  supposition  that 
the  roads  improve  to  such  an  extent  that  I can  bring  my  flour  from  the 
depot  at  Paraclifta.  His  popularity  would  probably  secure  for  us  more 
supplies  in  Missouri  than  could  be  otherwise  had. 

The  retreat  from  Northwestern  Arkansas  was  a most  disastrous  affair. 
Out  of  12,000,  not  more  than  6,000  effectives  arrived  here.  The  re- 
mainder, in  about  equal  parts,  deserted,  or  were  left  sick  or  disabled. 

I issued  an  order  of  pardon  to  the  deserters  coming  in  voluntarily,  and 
have  raised  several  companies  of  Partisan  Eangers  in  the  localities  from 
whence  they  came,  and  many  of  the  deserters  are  coming  or  being 
brought  in.  The  morale  of  the  division  is  entirely  restored,  and,  if  I 
could  replace  the  arms  that  were  lost,  it  would  be  in  excellent  condi- 
tion for  service.  I am  much  gratified  at  our  success  in  putting  down 
disaffection,  and  I hope  no  further  resort  to  force  will  be  necessary. 
There  would  never  have  been  any  trouble  on  this  account  if  it  had  not 
been  that  all  the  arms  were  taken  from  or  given  by  the  loyal  i^eople  to 
the  army. 

I thank  you,  my  dear  sir,  for  sending  General  Smith  to  Louisiana  and 
Texas.  I was  unable  to  do  anything  there. 

My  sick  report,  thank  God,  is  decreasing,  though  it  is  still  very  large,  . 
and  great  numbers  have  died.  All  the  medical  officers  agree  that  it 
was  owing  to  the  diet  and  exposure,  poor  beef  and  corn-bread  being  the 
only  diet,  and  very  many  of  them  passed  the  winter  without  tents  and 
scarcely  with  clothing  to  cover  their  nakedness. 

I am,  my  dear  sir,  most  gratefully  and  faithfully, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES. 


Hdqrs.  Department  oe  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smitlij  Ar/j.,  March  6,  1863. 

Surg.  W.  B.  Welch,  In  Charge  Cane  Hill  Hospital : 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  date  of  5th  instant*  was  received  to- 
day. The  order  received  by  you  from  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
United  States  forces  is  astonishing  in  its  character;  it  is  contrary  to 
every  principle  and  usage  of  civilized  warfare,  and  in  contravention  of 
the  agreement  entered  into  between  the  generals  latel3^  commanding 
the  respective  forces  of  the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Con- 
federate States  in  Western  Arkansas.  An  order  has  been  issued  some 
time  since  by  the  medical  director  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department 

* Not  found ; but  see  Steele  to  Anderson,  March  8,  p.  798. 
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for  the  removal  of  the  hospital  at  Cane  Hill.  In  obedience  to  this  order, 
the  sick  have  been  removed  as  rapidly  as  their  condition  would  admit. 
It  is  the  object  and  earnest  desire  of  the  general  in  command  to  remove 
the  inmates  of  the  Cane  Hill  Hospital  as  fast  as  he  is  notified  that  their 
condition  will  j ustify  their  removal.  According  to  your  report,  received 
at  headquarters  yesterday,  many  of  the  patients  under  your  charge 
cannot  be  removed  without  resulting  in  all  probability  fatally  to  the 
l)atient.  As  the  hosi)ital  in  question  was  established  under  a specific 
convention  between  Generals  Hindman  and  Blunt,  and  as  your  report 
shows  that  it  would  be  inhuman  to  undertake  the  removal  of  the  sick 
and  wounded  at  this  time  (and  especially  with  so  limited  a notice),  the 
general  commanding,  regarding  the  principles  of  humanity  and  justice, 
cannot  consent  to  a compliance  on  your  i)art  with  the  cruel,  unjust,  and 
iuliuman  order  which  the  commander  of  the  United  States  forces  has 
seen  proper  to  issue.  The  commanding  general  is  unaware  of  the  exist- 
ence of  any  just  cause  of  blame  or  complaint  to  which  the  Cane  Hill 
Hospital  is  amenable.  He  cannot  believe  for  a moment  that  either  the 
officer  in  charge  or  the  inmates  have  been,  directly  or  indirectly,  guilty 
of  any  violation  of  good  faith,  and  of  the  rules  and  usages  of  war.  Cer- 
tainly no  such  accusation  has  been  made  at  these  headquarters.  Should 
the  commander  of  the  United  States  forces  persist  in  the  execution  of 
his  unprecedented  order,  the  general  commanding  directs  that  you  will 
assume  no  responsibility  in  connection  therewith,  other  than  rendering 
any  assistance  in  your  power  in  mitigation  of  the  suffering  which  it  is 
believed  must  necessarily  ensue  therefrom. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Steele : 

J.  F.  OEOSBY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  1.  f Alexandria,  La.,  March  7,  isfe. 

I.  In  conformity  with  instructions  from  the  War  Department  at  Eich- 
mond,  Va.,  dated  February  9,  1863,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes 
command  of  the  Confederate  forces  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

II.  Until  further  orders  the  department  headquarters  are  established 
at  Alexandria,  La. 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  ArJc.,  March  8,  1863. 
Col.  S.  S.  Anderson,  Adjutant- General,  Little  Boch,  Arh.: 

Colonel  : I received,  day  before  yesterday,  a letter  from  the  surgeon 
in  charge  of  the  Cane  Hill  Hospital,  informing  me  that  he  had  received 
an  order  purporting  to  come  from  Colonel  Phillips,  a Federal  commander, 
to  remove  the  sick,  attendants,  and  medical  stores  pertaining  to  his 
hospital,  within  the  period  of  seven  days,  to  the  south  side  of  the  Ar- 
kansas Eiver.  Copies  of  the  correspondence  upon  the  subject  I inclose 
herewith.*  This  Colonel  Phillips  I understand  to  be  in  command  of  a 
brigade  of  Indians,  and  now  stationed  at  Maysville. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

* See  pp,  138,  139,  154. 
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General  Orders,  ( Hdqrs.  Trans  Mississippi  Department, 

No.  3.  I Alexandria^  La.,  March  10,  1863. 

1.  The  followiug  officers  are  aiiaoiiiiced  upon  the  staff  of  the  lieuten- 
ant-general conimanding,  viz: 

Personal  staff. — Oapt.  J.  G.  Meem,  jr.,  aide-de-camp;  First  Lieut.  E. 
Cunningham,  aide-de-camp,  and  First  Lieut.  E.  Walworth,  volunteer 
aide-de-camp. 

Department  staff. — Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Boggs,  chief  of  staff ; Capt.  J. 
F.  Beltou,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Oapt.  H.  P.  Pratt,  assistant  ad- 
jutant-general; Col.  B.  Allstou,  inspector-general;  Maj.  J.  F.  Minter, 
chief  quartermaster;  Maj.  W.  H.  Thomas,  chief  of  subsistence;  Lieut. 
Col.  John  A.  Brown,  chief  of  ordnance  and  artillery,  and  Surg.  S.  A. 
Smith,  medical  director. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

J.  F.  BELTON, 

A ssistant  A djutant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Fort  Smith,  Arh.,  March  11,  1863. 
Col.  S.  S.  Anderson,  Adjutant-  General : 

I inclose  herewith  several  letters  from  persons  in  Texas  in  relation  to 
frontier  protection.  Colonel  [D.  H.]  Cooper  has  already  ordered  Colonel 
De  Morse,  who  is  not  far  from  the  scene,  to  proceed  to  Cooke  County  to 
afford  the  desired  protection.  I hope  he  will  obey  the  order  (which  I 
shall  reiterate),  though  his  past  conduct  gives  but  little  reason  to  ex- 
pect it. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Gainesville,  Cooke  County,  Texas,  March  3, 1863. 
General  William  Steele: 

General  : At  the  request  of  many  persons,  I write  to  inform  you 
that  unless  we  get  troops  at  once  on  our  frontier,  it  will  be  entirely 
broken*  up.  The  frontier  now  at  Montague  will  very  soon.  At  Sher- 
man the  Indians  are  plenty  all  along  the  line  of  the  frontier,  killing  and 
stealing ; have  already  killed  some  7 or  8 jiersons  but  a little  way  west, 
and  stolen  all  the  horses  on  the  frontier.  Col.  James  Bourland  has 
just  returned  from  Austin.  He  says  our  Governor  assured  him  that  he 
would  send  him  authoritj^  to  raise  a regiment  for  our  immediate  fron- 
tier, but  the^^  will  be  insufficient  unless  they  have  other  troops  with 
which  to  co-operate.  The  grass  is  now  getting  good  on  the  bayous,  on 
the  frontier  of  the  Nation,  so  that  horses  could  live ; and,  if  they  could 
do  nothing  more,  they  could  stand  between  the  frontier  settlers  and  the 
enemy  until  grass  gets  good,  and  troops  could  be  fitted  up  to  pursue 
them.  We  understand  that  their  main  encampment  is  in  the  Big  Bend 
of  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  where  they  doubtless  have  a great  many  horses. 
Can  you  help  us  at  once,  or  not?  Please  let  us  know  by  the  return  of 
the  bearer. 

WM.  C.  TWITTY. 

P.  S. — In  the  absence  of  General  Hudson,  at  the  request  of  the  peo- 
ple a short  time  since,  1 wrote  Col.  Charles  De  Morse  to  send  us  up 
some  help.  He  stated  that  he  was  not  authorized  to  do  so,  without  an 
order  from  you,  and  that  be  could  not  come,  for  want  of  forage,  &c. 
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• [Inclosure  INo.  2.] 

Gainesville,  Tex.,  March  3,  1863. 

General  Steele: 

Dear  Sir  : I have  been  requested  by  a number  of  citizens,  in  connec- 
tion with  others,  to  address  you  upon  the  subject  of  our  frontier  diffi- 
culties. I have  just  returned  from  a trip  to  see  and  confer  with  Major- 
General  Magruder,  at  Houston,  Tex.,  having  accompanied  Col.  James 
Bourland,  who  was  trying  to  secure  permanent  and  sure  protection. 
Colonel  Bourland  was  asking  the  privilege  of  raising  a troop,  to  be  per- 
manently located  on  the  frontier,  which  the  general  did  not  have  power 
to  give  him,  and  remarked  that  our  defenses  on  the  north  were  with 
yourself,  and  that  he  doubted  not  but  you  would,  for  the  present  at 
least,  have  men  to  put  to  our  defense.  We  could  at  that  time  but  assure 
him  of  our  apprehensions  as  to  trouble  and  invasion  by  the  rising  of  the 
grass ) but  upon  our  return  we  found  our  country  invaded  by  the  In- 
dians, jayhawkers,  &c.,and  our  people  almost  ready  to  flee  their  homes, 
and  sacrifice  to  the  foe  their  large  possessions  of  cattle  and  horses,  as 
well  as  promising  fields  of  grain  5 in  fact,  these  things  cannot  longer 
remain  in  statu  quo.  Support  must  be  forthcoming,  and  at  once.  Our 
people,  old  and  young,  are  now  trying  to  keep  them  off  their  iiroperty ; 
but  they  are  without  organization  or  discipline,  and  soon,  one  by  one, 
from  exhaustiou,  indifference,  &c.,  they  will  break  up,  and  tbe  whole 
frontier  for  miles  and  counties  will  give  way.  The  troops  on  the  fron- 
tier directly  west,  under  State  'control,  are  unable  to  aid  us  in  this  de- 
fense. The  stealing  and  murdering  parties  come  into  our  county  and 
Montague  from  the  north,  that  is,  out  of  the  Indian  Territory,  and  in 
their  transit  north  pass  near  Fort  Arbuckle,  that  is,  some  20  miles  west. 
I am  not  unmindful  of  the  great  difficulty  troops  would  have  at  present 
in  foraging  or  supplying  themselves  on  our  extreme  frontier,  but,  never- 
theless, it  can  be  done;  that  is,  commissary  [stores]  can  be  obtained, 
and  at  once,  and  the  grazing* will  be  sufficient  for  horses,  on  light  scout- 
ing, by  the  time  they  could  be  got  there. 

My  dear  sir,  I do  not  like  to  be  tiresome,  and  will  close  by  assuring 
5'ou  that  a large  portion  of  the  people  for  whom  we  are  asking  this  pro- 
tection are  the  wives  and  sisters  and  mothers  of  as  gallant  and  self- 
sacrificing  soldiers  as  represent  any  section  in  the  army  of  our  country. 

Yours,  truly, 

JAS.  J.  DIAMOND. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  3.  J 

Bed  Eiver,  Cooke  County,  Texas,  March  4,  1863. 
General  D.  H.  Cooper: 

Dear  Sir  : An  expressman  leaves  here  this  morning  en  route  for 
General  Steele’s  headquarters,  who  left  Gainesville  yesterday.  You  will 
find  from  the  dispatches  he  bears,  which  you  can  read,  our  troubles  on 
this  frontier.  If  you  can  render  the  bearer  any  assistance  I wish  you 
to  do  so,  and,  if  possible,  save  him  the  trip  to  General  Steele’s  head- 
quarters, as  we  have  no  time  now  to  run  about  with  dispatches,  for 
the  enemy  is  now  among  us.  I learn  your  mare  is  down  at  Mr.  Curtis’. 
As  soon  as  I build  my  picket  fence  to  pen  my  horses,  I will  bring  her 
up  and  feed  her  for  you.  We  are  in  danger  of  having  all  our  horses 
stolen  any  night. 

Eespectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JAMES  BOUELAND. 

[P.  S.] — There  is  no  dependence  in  De  Morse,  as  he  has  been  called  on 
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for  assistance  when  the  Indians  are  killing  our  women  and  children. 
All  he  intends  to  do  is  to  hold  his  position  at  Clarksville,  Tex.  He 
has  evaded  all  orders  given  him. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  March  11,  1863. 


Capt.  P.  H.  Wheat, 

Commanding  the  First  ArJcansas  Cavalry : 


Captain:  You  will  move  your  command,  together  with  your  train, 
unserviceable  animals,  &c.,  belonging  to  your  regiment,  to  Eoseville, 
and  there  await  orders  from  Brigadier- General  Cabell,  to  whose  com- 
mand your  regiment  has  been  assigned.  The  general  commanding 
directs  that  j’ou  detach  a force  of  about  200  men,  and  cross  them  over 
the  river  and  station  them  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Van  Buren 
until  further  orders  from  General  Cabell.  These  movements  will  be 
conducted  with  as  much  speed  as  practicable.  Let  the  force  that  is  to 
cross  the  river  move  at  the  earliest  moment. 

Bv  command  of  Brigadier-General  Steele : 

J.  P.  CEOSBY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 

Fort  Smith,  Arh.,  March  12,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell, 

Roseville,  Arh. : 

General  : I have  already  anticipated  your  wishes.  Monroe’s  regi- 
ment, except  about  200  men,  move  for  Eoseville  in  the  morning.  The 
200  I have  ordered  to  go  to  Van  Buren,  and  remain  there,  subject  to 
your  orders.  I expected  to  supply  them  with  corn,  though  in  all  prob- 
ability 1 shall  be  obliged  to  send  to  you  at  Eoseville  for  enough  to  keep 
us  going,  if  a boat  does  not  come  up  soon.  I hope  you  will  move  on- 
Fayetteville.  My  information  is  that  there  are  only  about  a thousand 
men  there,  and  no  cannon.  The  Indian  brigade  from  Maysville  is  be- 
ginning to  give  me  some  trouble,  and  will,  I fear,  give  me  more  after 
the  mounted  men  are  withdrawn.  Colonel  Phillips,  of  the  Indian  bri- 
gade, is  in  command  of  two  districts.  West  Arkansas  and  the  Indian 
Territory,  so  a lieutenant  told  me  who  came  down  with  a flag. 

I shall  send  up  a flag  myself  in  a day  or  two.  If  I learn  anything  more 
I shall  communicate  it  to  you.  I have  been  looking  for  you  up  here. 
I wish  to  take  a trip  toward  Eed  Eiver  after  I see  you.  I have  receiv-ed 
the  order  for  Monroe’s  regiment  to  report  to  you.  Monroe  himself  has 
gone  down  on  business.  Please  give  orders,  so  that  if  I am  obliged  to 
send  wagons  to  Eoseville,  they  can  get  corn  without  delay  ; my  supply 
is  getting  low.  I have  a large  number  of  destitute  Indians  to  feed, 
besides  troops  and  the  necessary  animals.  Make  some  arrangement  to 
connect  with  the  daily  express,  which  must  have  a station  somewhere 
near  Eoseville. 

Yours,  &c., 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 

[P.  S.] — I send  a copy  of  charges  against  one  of  Monroe’s  captains. 
You  can  do  as  you  see  lit  about  it.  He  goes  down  under  arrest. 
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IlDQRS.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Arh.j  March  12,  18C3. 

Col.  Charles  De  Morse, 

Commanding  Bcgiment,  Texas  Cavalry  : 

Colonel  : I am  directed  by  Brigadier-General  Steele  to  state  that  he 
confidently  expects  you  to  hasten  with  your  regiment  to  the  protection 
of  the  northern  frontier  of  Texas,  in  accordance  with  orders  received 
by  you  from  Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper.  From  the  reports  received  from 
that  section  at  these  headquarters,  there  is  an  urgent  necessity  of  im- 
mediate aid.  You  will,  therefore,  move  with  all  dispatch  to  the  point 
indicated  in  the  orders  of  General  Cooper. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Steele: 

J.  F.  CEOSBY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Richmond,  Va.,  March  18,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  Commanding,  &c.: 

General  : I avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  a gentleman^s  pro- 
ceeding directly  to  your  vicinity  to  make  a few  suggestions,  which  very 
possibly  your  superior  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  surrounding  you 
may  have  led  you  to  anticipate  or  may  cause  you  to  modify.  When 
we  conferred  here,  previous  to  your  departure,  we  coincided  in  thinking 
that  the  most  important  operations  in  your  department  for  some  time 
would  be  directed  to  aiding  in  the  defense  of  the  Lower  Mississippi, 
and  keeping  that  great  artery  of  the  YVest  effectually  closed  to  Northern 
occupation  or  trade.  It  was  not,  therefore,  expected  that,  until  the 
great  object  of  repelling  the  Federal  attacks  threatened  against  Vicks- 
burg and  Port  Hudson  had  been  accomplished,  you  would  be  required 
to  give  much  of  your  time  and  personal  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the 
upper  portion  of  your  department.  I still  retain  my  full  conviction 
of  the  primary  importance  of  maintaining  our  command  of  the  Lower 
Mississippi,  and  repelliug  the  formidable  armaments  of  our  enemies  in 
that  direction  ; but,  unfortunately,  I fear  an  even  more  pressing  neces- 
sity requires  your  personal  i^resence  and  influence  at  an  early  day  in 
the  State  of  Arkansas. 

From  a variety  of  sources,  many  of  which  I cannot  doubt,  the  most 
deplorable  accounts  reach  the  department  of  the  disorder,  confusion, 
and  demoralization  everywhere  prevalent,  both  with  the  armies  and 
people  of  that  State*.  The  commanding  general  seems,  while  esteemed 
for  his  virtues,  to  have  lost  the  confidence  and  attachment  of  all ; and 
his  next  in  command,  General  Hindman,  who  is  admitted  to  have  shown 
energy  and  ability,  has  rendered  himself,  by  alleged  acts  of  violence 
and  tyranny,  i^erfectly  odious.  The  consequences,  as  depicted,  are 
fearful.  The  army  is  stated  to  have  dwindled,  by  desertion,  sickness, 
and  death,  from  40,000  or  50,000  men  to  some  15,000  or  18,000,  who  are 
disaffected  and  hopeless,  and  are  threatened  with  positive  starvation 
from  deficiency  of  mere  necessaries.  The  peoi)le  are  represented  as  in 
a state  of  consternation,  multitudes  suffering  for  means  of  subsistence, 
and  yet  exposed,  from  gangs  of  lawless  marauders  and  deserters,  to 
being  plundered  of  the  little  they  have.  I trust  the  picture  has  been 
over-colored  by  the  fears  or  passions  of  those  who  have  submitted  such 
representations,  and  I can  by  no  means  credit  the  adverse  judgments 
which  are  pronounced  against  the  experienced  and  able  genierals  we 
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have  bad  in  the  department.  Still,  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  is 
much  to  justify  serious  anxiety  and  apprehension,  and  I am  forced  to 
the  conviction' that  you  should  at  once  visit  that  portion  of  your  com- 
mand, and  use  your  known  ability  and  influence  to  restore  order  and 
confidence  and  to  reorganize  and  recruit  the  scattered  forces. 

Before  leaving  the  Lower  Mississippi,  you  will,  however,  I hope,  have 
been  enabled  to  plan  and  direct  operations  which  will  protect  the  val- 
uable districts  lying  on  the  smaller  rivers  and  bayous  back  from  the 
Mississippi.  Great  anxiety,  I find  from  various  representations  received 
by  me,  prevails  among  the  people  on  those  back  streams  that  they  will 
be  reached  and  despoiled  by  the  enemy.  The  more  important  object 
of  the  enemy  of  passing  around  our  various  batteries  on  the  Mississippi 
might,  too,  be  accomplished,  if  they  were  really  successful  in  reaching 
with  their  boats  any  one  of  those  navigable  bayous.  1 incline  to  think 
that  they  will  fail  to  accomplish  by  the  cut  at  Lake  Providence  a pas- 
sage into  the  Tensas  j but  there  is  a point  at  Ashton,  near  the  Bayou 
Magon,  where,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  localities,  1 believe  a canal  of 
IJ  to  2 miles  would  give  an  easy  pass  into  Bayou  Mayon.  This  point 
is  also  worthy  of  attention,  as  constituting,  in  a lower  stage  of  the  water, 
the  best  point  1 know  on  the  west  bank  from  which  some- light  batteries 
might  act  against  transports  with  destructive  effect,  and  yet  have  an 
easy  and  defensible  retreat  to  the  hills.  I recommend  your  attention 
to  it  whenever  the  opportunity  of  observation  can  be  embraced.  Mean- 
time I would  advise  that,  as  far  as  practicable,  obstructions  should  be 
made,  as  from  the  character  of  the  bayous  and  the  growths  around  might 
easily  be  effected  on  the  Tensas,  Ma9on,  Boeuf,  and  Washita,  and  that  a 
corps  of  sharpshooters  should,  with  a few  light  guns,  be  organized  to 
meet  and  repel  all  advances  of  the  enemy  along  these  narrow  but  deep 
bayous.  From  the  nature  of  the  country  and  the  few  narrow  routes  that 
exist,  as  well  as  the  little  breadth  of  the  streams,  l am  satisfied  that  the 
whole  country  is  among  the  most  defensible  in  the  world,  and  that  com- 
paratively few  resolute,  experienced  men  could  repel  hosts  of  invaders. 

With  cordial  good  wishes  for  your  success,  most  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

FTo.  23.  1 Little  Eoclc,  Arlc.,  March  18,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes  is  hereby  relieved  from  the  command  of 
this  department  and  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  District  of  Ar- 
kansas, including  the  Indian  Territory  and  the  State  of  Missouri. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith  : 

W.  E.  BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  ^ Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

No.  1.  j Little  Eoch,  Arh.,  March  18,  1863. 

In  obedience  to  General  Orders,  No.  2i3,  Headquarters  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  the 
District  of  Arkansas,  as  defined  in  that  order.  Until  further  orders, 
the  headquarters  will  be  at  Little  Bock. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Lieutenant-General^  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Arlc.,  March  19,  1803. 

General  D.  H.  Cooper, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

General  : I have  been  .waiting  for  a time,  with  anxiety,  when  I could 
leave  this  place  for  the  purpose  of  urging  forward  preparations  for  the 
opening  spring  campaign.  The  great  difficulty  now  in  my  way  is  the 
want  of  an  officer  to  take  charge  of  this  vitally  important  point  during 
my  absence.  I wish  you,  therefore,  general,  to  move  your  headquarters 
to  this  point,  or  near  it,  as  soon  as  you  can  practically  do  so.  Our  con- 
dition is  anything  but  flattering.  We  are  reduced  to  a very  low  ebb  in 
the  way  of  corn,  and  a poor  i)rospect  of  getting  more.  I am  afraid  that 
we  shall  have  to  depend  upon  Texas  for  the  necessary  transportation 
to  bring  forward  the  supplies  we  now  have  there. 

There  is  nothing  yet  indicating  positively  whether  the  enemy  intends 
advancing  in  force  on  this  line.  If  you  can  see  the  means  of  bringing 
subsistence  from  below,  I wish  all  your  available  force  brought  forward 
at  the  earliest  moment  to  the  Arkansas  Kiver.  Colonel  Speight’s  bri- 
gade I intend  to  move  forward  as  rapidly  as  it  can  be  supplied. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  March  20,  1863. 

General  B.  Huger, 

Care  of  General  Beauregard,  Charleston,  S.  C. : 

General:  You  will  proceed,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and  make  a thorough  inspection  of  the 
artillery  and  ordnance  stores  in  that  department;  also  of  the  means  and 
facilities  for  the  manufacture  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  in  that 
department,  giving  such  advice  and  assistance  as  your  enlarged  ex- 
I)erience  may  enable  you  to  suggest.  For  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
this  order,  you  will  report  to  Lieut.  Geii.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  commanding 
Trans-Mississippi  Department,  at  Alexandria,  La. 

You  will  report  the  result  of  your  inspection,  from  time  to  time, 
through  the  Ordnance  Bureau. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

March  20,  1863. 

Colonel  [A.  M.J  Alexander, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade : 

Colonel  : I have  written  to  Captain  Cabell,  chief  quartermaster,  to 
strain  every  nerve  to  forward  the  brigade  under  your  command  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  I wish  you  to  send  forward  as  soon  as 
possible  Speight’s  regiment  and  West’s  battery,  to  be  followed  by  other 
regiments.  The  enemy  is  beginning  to  move  down,  and  tbe  riv^er  is 
fordable  at  many  points.  They  outnumber  us  largely,  and  the  only 
reasons  they  have  not  forced  us  from  this  point  have  been  the  condi- 
tion of  their  stock  and  their  ignorance  of  the  exact  condition  and  posi- 
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tiou  of  our'forces.  These  difficulties  are  beiug  overcome,  and  they  are 
even  now  gradually  approaching  our  lines.  How  long  they  may  delay 
a move  for  this  place  it  is  impossible  to  state.  This  point  I regard,  in 
a military  point  of  view,  as  the  key  to  all  the  intervening  country  be- 
tween this  and  the  Texas  frontier.  It  must  be  held,  if  we  are  to  hold 
in  check  an  invasion  of  Northern  Texas.  Do,  colonel,  push  on  the  bat- 
tery and  the  first  regiment  with  all  the  energy  you  possess,  and  try  to 
impress  upon  officers  and  men  the  imiierious  necessity  of  activity,  spirit, 
and  energy. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier  • General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  Mareli  23,  18G3. 

Maj.  Geu.  J.  B.  Maoruder  : 

General:  I send  my  adjutant- general.  Captain  Crosby,  to  see  you 
in  reference  to  affairs  in  the  Indian  country  and  Northern  Texas.  I 
have  no  military  authority  to  call  on  you  for  anything,  but  to  convince 
you  of  my  necessities,  to  obtain  at  your  hands  all  the  assistance  you 
may  be  able  to  render  me,  acting,  as  I am  sure  you  will  do,  upon  your 
judgment  as  to  what  is  necessary  for  the  common  good. 

The  regiments  and  battalions  under  my  command  would,  I think,  be 
sufficient  to  at  least  hold  the  enemy  at  bay  in  this  section  were  they 
what  they  should  be.  Unfortunately  such  is  not  the  case.  All  the 
Texas  regiments  under  my  command,  with  but  one  exception  (Speight’s), 
when  turned  over  to  me  were  utterly  demoralized,  and  their  ranks  so 
much  reduced  by  desertion  that  five  regiments  (including  Speight’s) 
report  but  an  aggregate  of  1,432  present.  This  force,  with  an.  inferior 
four  gun  battery,  constitutes  the  chief  body  of  my  army.  1 have,  besides, 
some  companies  of  partisan  , Indians,  and  one  artillery  company  without 
guns.  I am  almost  destitute  of  ammunition  of  every  description,  and 
really  don’t  know  where  to  get  any,  unless  supplied  by  or  through  you. 
The  enemy  is  already  feeling  his  way  in  this  direction,  and,  if  I am  driven 
from  the  line  of  the  Arkansas,  there  is  presented  no  iutermediate  line 
proper  for  defense  until  Eed  Eiver  is  reached.  To  say  nothing  of  the 
loss  of  the  Indian  country  and  some  thousands  of  warriors,  who  would, 
in  all  probability,  be  turned  against  us,  it  would  put  in  imminent  jeopardy 
the  grain-growing  region  of  Texas.  The  importance  of  holding  the  enemy 
as  far  away  from  that  section  as  possible  is  no  doubt  fully  apparent  to 
you.  There  is  also  in  the  northern  region  of  Texas  a very  unsound  ele- 
ment, which  will  develop  itself  the  moment  a Federal  force  approaches 
it.  For  these  and  many  other  important  reasons  which  will  strike  you, 
it  is  vitally  important  to  hold  every  foot  of  territory  on  this  line. 

After  this  somewhat  brief  exposition  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  I will  state,  as  succinctly  as  possible,  my  wants,  leav- 
ing much  of  the  detail  to  Captain  Crosby,  who  is  fully  aware  of  my 
views  and  wants.  I wish  every  assistance  that  can  be  given  in  forcing 
absentees  who  are  ui  your  district  back  to  their  commands.  I have 
written  also  to  Governor,  Lubbock  on  this  subject.  1 am  greatly  in 
want  of  a speedy  supply  of  ammunition.  If  you  can  jiossibly  spare 
them,  1 wish  to  have  sent  me  a few  iiieces  of  artillery  of  the  heaviest 
caliber  that  can  be  used  in  the  field;  even  two  pieces  will  be  of  great 
service.  The  held  batteries  of  the  enemy  are  very  superior  to  the  one 
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I liave,and  it  is  desirable  to  counterbalance  this  advantage  with  heavier 
metal,  even  if  I am  compelled  to  haul  them  with  oxen.  Of  course, 
I should  prefer  modern  improved  guns,  but  have  no  idea  you  will  have 
it  in  your  power  to  spare  me  anything  of  that  kind.  General  Holmes 
gives  me  to  understand  that  I can  look  to  Arkansas  for  nothing. 

The  Indian  country  is  utterly  exhausted.  My  supplies  of  breadstuff’s 
are  all  purchased  in  Texas,  and,  as  in  regard  to  everything  else,  I found 
this  department  sadly  deficient  in  transportation.  I therefore  wish  you 
to  do  me  the  kindness  to  give  such  orders  as  will  facilitate  my  chief 
quartermaster  (whom  I have  stationed  for  the  present  ai  Bonham)  in  for- 
warding these  suiqdies  to  me.  Your  sagacity  will  have  discovered  that 
the  interests  and  defense  of  this  territory  and  Northern  Texas  are  most 
intimately  interwoven.  1 therefore  feel  every  confidence  in  making  this 
appeal  to  you.  I am  also  fully  aware  that  in  doing  so  I am  disregard- 
ing the  rules  prescribed  for  my  government,  especially  in  regard  to 
ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  ; but  I do  this  to  avoid  losing  the  country 
before  the  usual  forms  of  “ red  tapeism”  can  be  gone  through.  I do  not 
think  this  is  a time  to  stand  upon  form.  As  for  making  a requisition 
according  to  the  prescribed  routine,  and  giving  it  its  time  to  travel 
to  Eichmond  and  back,  the  thing  is  utterly  absurd.  If  you  can  spare  a 
supply  of  ammunition,  please  have  such  assistance  given  Captain  Crosby 
as  will  further  its  speedy  transportation  to  me.  I am  also  sadly  de- 
ficient in  small-arms.  The  majority  of  my  Indian  troops  are  entirely 
without,  and  the  long-range  weai)ons  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy’s  Indian 
allies  have  the  effect  of  intimidating  them  to  a great  extent.  I shall 
notify  General  Smith  (who  I have  just  learned  is  in  command  of  Trans- 
Mississippi  District)  of  having  sent  an  agent  to  you,  and  also  forward 
to  him  a copy  of  this  letter.  Learning  that  the  Indians  and  whites  to- 
gether were  driving  the  whites  from  their  homes  in  Northern  Texas, 
I immediately  assumed  the  responsibility  of  ordering  Colonel  De  Morse’s 
cavalry  regiment  into  Cooke  County,  for  the  protection  of  the  people 
of  that  section.  I hope  the  force  sent  has  been  sufficient  to  relieve  any 
anxiety  you  may  have  in  regard  to  that  quarter.  I fear,  however,  that 
I shall  be  unable  to  keep  the  regiment  at  that  point  any  considerable 
length  of  time,  it  being  one  of  my  best  equipped  regiments,  and  being 
quite  sure,  from  present  appearances,  that  I shall  need  all  the  troops  I 
can  command  on  this  line. 

It  is  reported  to  me  unofficially  that  many  of  the  deserters  from  the 
Texas  regiments  under  my  command  have  joined  partisan  corps  in 
Texas.  Should  such  prove  to  be  the  fact,  I would  respectfully  ask  you 
to  apply  the  proper  remedy. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-General^  Commanding  Indian  Territory. 


Headquarters  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  ^Smithy  Arlc.,.  March  23,  1863. 

General  D.  H.  Cooper, 

Commanding  First  Brigade  : ' 

General  : In  obedience  to  instructions  from  General  Holmes,  you 
will  report  to  him  at  his  headquarters.  Little  Eock,  without  delay. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Teriutory, 

Fort  Smith,  March  28,  18G3. 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Little  Bode: 


Colonel  : I wrote  you  a few  days  since  that  I conteiui)]ated  calling 
out  the  Choctaws.  I am  informed  that  their  treaty  obligations  are  to  fur- 
nish men  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  States.  ( I have  not  yet  been  able 
to  obtain  a copy  of  the  treaty.)  Under  this,  and  with  the  consciousness 
that  they  are  to  be  fed  under  any  circumstances,  I purposed  calling  the 
entire  population  within  the  conscript  age,  but  in  doing  so  a difficulty 
is  encountered  which  does  not  exist  in  the  States,  where  a sufficient 
number  of  regiments  are  already  organized  to  absorlD  all  the  new  levies. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  appoint  field  officers  and  put  them  on  duty  at 
once,  or  as  soon  as  the  regiments  are  raised.  The  Choctaws  are  the 
most  reliable  of  all  the  Indians. 

The  present  condition  of  the  Indian  country  is  that  there  is  a necessity 
of  feeding  an  indefinite  number,  say  40,000,  and  having  out  of  all  an 
army  of  not  more  than  7,000  fighting  men,  and  many  of  these  very  irreg- 
ular troops.  I submit  this  for  your  consideration.  If  authority  can  be 
given  to  organize  these  troops,  I think  it  should  be  done.  To  await  the 
return  of  appointments  from  the  other  side  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  is 
to  involve  the  Indian  country  in  confusion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Richmond,  V a.,  March  30,  1803. 

Colonel  Jones  [Joseph  C.  Ives], 

Aide-de-Camp  to  the  President, 

(Care  of  General  Pemberton,  Jackson,  Miss.:) 

Colonel  : I am  particularly  in  want  of  full  and  exact  returns  of  the 
troops  in  General  Holmes’  command  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment, which  I have  endeavored  to  obtain  for  some  time  past,  but  have 
failed  to  accomplish.  In  mentioning  the  subject  to  the  President,  he 
suggested  that  I should  write  to  you,  as  you  are  now  on  a tour  of  in- 
spection in  that  region  of  country.  1 have,  therefore,  concluded  to  apply 
to  you  for  assistance  in  giving  the  relief  to  my  necessities,  by  requesting 
you  to  adopt  some  means  while  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  to 
cause  me  to  be  furnished,  as  early  as  practicable,  with  the  returns  so 
much  needed,  and  which,  by  a resolution  of  the  Senate,  1 am  called 
upon  to  make.  What  I want,  and  what  the  rules  of  the  service  require, 
is  a tabular  return  of  the  strength  of  the  army  under  General  Holmes, 
to  which  should  be  added  a statement  showing  the  organization  of  bri 
gades  and  divisions  constituting  his  command,  the  name,  number,  and 
from  what  State,  of  the  regiments  composing  each  brigade,  with  the 
name  of  each  regimental  commander,  and  the  name  and  rank  of  each 
brigade  commander,  and  also  the  rank  and  name  of  the  division  com- 
mander, into  which  divisions  the  several  brigades  are  organized.  Can 
you,  by  any  possibility,  obtain  this  information  for  me  ? 

The  President  has  intimated  to  me  that  Maj.  G.  M.  Bryan,  sni)posed 
to  be  now  serving  with  Maj.  Gen.  Richard  Taylor,  in  Western  Louisiana, 
might  be  useful  in  collecting  this  information,  under  your  instructions. 
Could  you  not  make  arrangements  to  send  for  him  and  i)ut  him  on  this 
duty,  with  directions  to  bring  me  the  returns  I require  to  this  city,  with 
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the  least  delay  possible  ? Your  order,  iu  the  name  of  the  President,  to 
this  effect  will  be  sufficient  to  insure  compliance. 

I find  that  the  assistant  adjutant-general  of  General  Holmes’  com- 
mand (Colonel  Anderson)  has  given  a statement  to  the  Governor  of 
Arkansas,  exhibiting  the  number  of  regiments  from  that  State  serving 
in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  j and  yet,  strange  to  say,  my  office 
is  kept  in  ignorance  of  this  very  fact  from  the  want  of  returns  from  that 
dei^artment. 


I ask  your  attention  to  this  subject,  and  will  be  gratified  to  receive 
information  in  relation  thereto,  through  any  means  you  may  be  enabled  to 
adopt.  If  you  should  see  General  Holmes,  please  show  him  this  letter. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Hdqrs.  Greene’s  Brigade,  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Trans-Mississippi  Army, 

Camp  Emmet  MacDonald,  March  30,  1863. 

Maj.  E.  G.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Batesville,  ArJc.: 

Major  : Your  dispatches  of  to-day  were  received  at  5 p.  m.  I am 
in  receipt  of  a dispatch  from  Captain  Eeves  to  the  effect  that  200  of 
the  enemy  were  at  Doniphan,  and  that  he  saw  them.  I have  written 
him  to  ascertain  the  position  and  movements  of  the  main  body.  You 
will  bear  in  mind  that  I am  but  24  miles  nearer  to  the  enemy  than  when 
at  Batesville,  and  that  changes  of  an  important  character  may  occur 
before  information  could  be  sent  from  scouts  at  or  near  Pilot  Knob  and 
Eolla,  which  are  180  and  160  miles  distant. 

Your  order  concerning  vaccination  will  be  executed  as  far  as*  prac- 
ticable. I would  beg  respectfully  to  remind  you  that  there  are  now 
absent  on  detached  service  from  my  command  633  men,  under  Captain 
Eandall,  Captain  Bryant,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Preston,  who  would 
not  have  the  benefit  of  vaccination.  I w ould  also  respectfully  report 
that  there  are  only  409  effective  arms,  of  all  descriptions,  present  in  my 
command.  With  this  state  of  facts,  I shall  endeavor  to  make  the  best 
appearance  possible  when  the  general  reviews  my  troops.  The  bearer 
of  this  is  detailed  as  a courier,  to  remain  at  Batesville. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

COLTOK  GEEENE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

No.  11.  ) Little  Roclc,  March  30,  1863. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price  will  relieve  Brigadier-General  Frost  from 
the  command  of  the  division  now  commanded  by  the  latter.  On  being 
relieved  by  General  Price,  Brigadier- General  Frost  will  proceed  to  Day’s 
Bluff,  and  resume  command  of  his  own  brigade. 

# # # * * * * 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes : 

S.  S.  ANDEESON, 

Assistant  AdjutanI  General. 
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‘ Hdqrs.  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Arh.,  March  31,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  J^^olmes, 

Commanding  District  of  Arhansas,  Little  lioch  : 

General  : Your  letter  of  the  28th  instant  was  received  too  late  last 
night  to  be  answered  by  the  mail  of  that  date.  My  impression  is  that 
Blunt  does  contemplate  a movement  in  this  direction,  and  that  he  is 
accumulating  stores  at  Newtonia  for  this  purpose.  Whether  I have 
anything  to  fear  from  him  depends  upon  the  strength  with  which  he 
moves.  His  forces  are,  as  yet,  scattered,  for  convenience  of  supplies. 
My  information  is  not  as  accurate  as  I could  wish.  I hope  to  have  more 
definite  intelligence,  of  which  1 shall  advise  you. 

The  question  of  supplying  troops  from  Texas  is  only  one  of  time, 
whether  I can  get  together  the  necessary  number  of  wagons.  Captain 
Cabell  has  notified  me  of  contracts  for  400  yoke  of  oxen,  to  be  delivered 
between  the  1st  and  15  th  of  April.  I had  ordered  a movemen  t of  Speight’s 
brigade,  by  regiments,  as  fast  as  they  could  be  put  in  order,  and  had 
hoped  to  have  had  all  moving  north  by  the  15tli  proximo.  This  order  I 
have  countermanded  by  express  this  morning.  The  regiments  of  that 
brigade,  you  are  aware,  are  in  a very  demoralized  condition,  with  the 
exception  of  Speight’s,  and  that,  I think,  has  not  improved  from  asso- 
ciation. The  move  to  the  other  side  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  placing 
them  with  large  armies,  will  subject  them  to  a discipline  that  cannot 
be  enforced  while  they  are  so  convenient  to  their  homes.  As  far  as  that 
brigade  is  concerned,  the  move  will  be  beneficial  both  to  itself  and  to 
the  service;  but  if  it  is  taken,  another  must  be  sent  in  its  place,  unless 
you  move  in  such  a manner  as  to  make  an  advance  in  this  direction  too 
hazardous  until  the  grass  rises  sufficiently  to  enable  me  to  threaten  the 
enemy’s  communications,  by  crossing  at  Fort  Gibson,  and  moving  up 
the  emigrant  road  from  Missouri  to  Texas. 

I do  not  like  to  have  the  enemy  get  control  of  any  part  of  this  river, 
for  the  instant  that  their  passage  backward  and  forward  is  secure, 
their  bands  of  robbers  and  traitors  will  be  operating  in  the  northern 
part  of  Texas,  where,  in  connection  with  the  unsound  element  (which  is 
not  small)  in  that  section,  they  would  create  an  alarm  which  might 
seriously  affect  our  supply  of  breadstuffs  from  that  quarter.  If  your 
movements  are  such  as  to  secure  the  line  of  the  river,  a brigade  of  in- 
fantry would  not  be,  perhaps,  necessary.  An  active  cavalry  force,  with 
artillery,  would  probably  be  sufficient  to  clear  the  Indian  country  and 
cause  them  some  apprehension  in  Kansas. 

In  moving  Speight’s  brigade  do  you  include  West’s  battery?  That, 
I think,  should  be  left,  as  well  as  all  arms  not  in  the  hands  of  men.  The 
regiment  now  here  should  go  by  all  means.  They  could  be  sent  to  Ark- 
adelphia  and  Camden,  and  join  the  brigade  farther  down.  General 
Cooper  has  been  ordered  to  Little  Rock,  as  directed.  I have  considered 
his  services  too  valuable  to  part  with  so  long  as  it  was  left  discretionary 
^ith  me.  General  Cooper  has  a knowledge  of  the  Indians  that  is  pos- 
sessed by  few.  His  services  have  been  very  important.  My  intercourse 
with  him  has  left  an  impression  more  favorable  than  I entertained  be- 
fore. His  troops  are  widely  scattered  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier 
and  of  depots.  1 am  drawing  all  that  can  be  spared  on  to  the  Arkansas 
as  fast  as  they  can  be  fed.  The  Choctaws  are  all,  I believe,  loyal ; also 
the  Cherokees  who  are  now  refugees ; in  fact,  the  war  was  between  the 
different  parts  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  and  will  amount  to  the  extermina- 
tion of  one  side  or  the  other.  They  could  not  live  together.  The  Creeks 
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still  profess  to  be  loyal  to  the  South.  They  are  so  far  from  *me  that  ! 
have  had  little  intercourse  with  them ; the  same  of  the  Seminoles  and 
others  than  those  mentioned.  I shall  be  very  glad  to  see  a superin- 
tendent, to  whom  I can  turn  over  the  whole  subject  of  feeding  the  des- 
titute. This  matter  has  become  interwoven  with  the  supplies  for  troops 
ill  a manner  that  embarrasses  any  calculations  that  can  be  made.  The 
disposition  to  drain  all  that  can  be  gotten  from  the  public  crib  exists 
with  the  Indian  as  well  as  with  the  white  man.  A few  days  since  I dis- 
covered in  a list  of  “indigents”  a man  with  20  negroes. 

If  you  order  Speight’s  brigade  to  move  toward  Vicksburg,  I should 
like  to  have  a regiment  sent  to  this  place  to  relieve  the  one  on  duty  here, 
and  one  with  a colonel  or  field  officer  of  some  character,  who  can  be 
trusted  for  a short  time  whenever  it  may  be  necessary  for  me  to  move 
about  in  my  district. 

I have  written  the  above  with  freedom,  giving  my  own  ideas;  but 
should  your  views  differ  from  mine,  I shall,  nevertheless,  endeavor  to 
carry  out  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  any  line  you  may  suggest. 

Kespectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  District  of  ArJiansas,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Gen.  Thcophilus  U. 
Hohnes,  for  March,  1863;  headquarters  Little  Bode,  Ark. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

e 

6 

O 

§ 

a 

Price’s  division 

532 

484 

103 

203 

96 

6,  634 
6,202 
2,  449 
2,  358 
1,483 

8,  543 
8,444 
3,  206 
3,  209 
1,830 

13, 096 
12,  577 
7,613 
5, 163 
2,  703 

Walker’s  division 

Steele’s  division 

ilannaduke’s  division 

Cabell’s  brigade 

Dobbin’s  l efifiTinent  * - 

DeTason’s  company 

1 

52 

81 

153 

Total 

1,  509 

19, 178 

25,  313 

41, 305 

Eichmond,  April  1,  1863. 

Authority  is  hereby  granted  to  Col.  Stand  Watie,  chief  of  the  Cher- 
okee jS'ation,  to  raise  a brigade  for  the  Provisional  Army,  to  consist 
of  such  force  as  is  already  in  service  from  the  Cherokee  Nation,  and 
such  additional  force  as  may  be  obtained  from  the  contiguous  States, 
without  interfering  with  the  operations  of  the  conscript  law,  on  such 
conditions  as  to  the  privilege  of  residence  or  incorporation  into  the 

Cherokee  Nation  of County,  and  the  ownership  or  occupation  of 

deserted  lands  and  homesteads,  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  grand 
council  or  other  legislative  authority  of  the  said  Nation. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No  report. 
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GtEneral  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

NTo.  1.  ) Little  Rocl\  Hr/;.,  A])ril  1,  18G3. 

I.  Ill  compliance  with  orders  from  district  lieadquarters,  the  under- 
signed assumes  command  of  the  division  lately  commanded  by  Briga- 
dier-General Frost.  The  occasion  affords  him  an  opportunity,  of  which 
he  gladly  avails  himself,  to  express  the  gratification  with  which  he  re- 
turns to  this  department,  and  the  proud  satisfaction  with  which  he 
places  himself  at  the  head  of  troops  the  excellency  of  whose  drill  and 
discipline  he  has  himself  witnessed,  and  whose  courage,  constancy,  and 
endurance  have  become  historical. 

II.  The  following-named  officers  are  announced  as  constituting  the 
division  staff:  Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead  and  Maj.  Lauchlan  A.  Maclean, 
assistant  adjutant-generals  j Maj.  Henry  M.  Clark,  assistant  inspector- 
general  j Maj.  Isaac  Brinker,  quartermaster;  Maj.  John  Eeid,  commis- 
sary of  subsistence;  Maj. Edward  0. Cabell, paymaster;  Maj.  William  E. 
Woodruff,  jr.,  acting  chief  of  artillery;  Lieut.  John  Mhoon,  engineer 
and  acting  ordnance  officer;  Surg.  Thomas  D.  Wooten,  chief  surgeon*; 
Surg.  William  M.  McPheeters,  medical  inspector;  Lieut.  Eobert  C.  Wood 
and  Lieut.  Eichard  T.  Morrison,  aides  de  camp,  and  Maj.  John  Tyler,  jr., 
Maj.  Celsus  Price,  Maj.  Charles  T.  Perrie,  and  Maj.  D.  C.  Cage,  volun- 
teer aides-de-camp. 

STEELIXG  PEICE, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Division. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

lAttle  Roclc,  Arlc.j  April  2,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Fagan: 

General  : Major-General  Price  directs  me  to  say  that  the  several 
brigades  of  this  division  will,  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  dis- 
trict headquarters,  be  prepared  to  move  from  their  present  position  to 
the  vicinity  of  Cunningham’s  Lake,  about  6 miles  distant  from  Little 
Eock,  in  a westerly  direction. 

You  will,  in  concert  with  the  commanding  officers  of  the  other  bri- 
gades, please  select  and  prepare  an  encampment  at  the  designated 
point,  and  hold  your  brigade  in  readiness  to  move. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THGS.  L.  SNEAD, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Brigadier-Generals  McEae,  Parsons,  and  Tappau.) 


Hdqrs.  Greene’s  Brigade,  JVIarmaduke’s  Division, 

Trans-Mississippi  Army, 

Camp  Emmet  MacDonald,  April  2,  1863. 

Maj.  E.  G.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major:  The  inclosed  communication*  will  explain  the  condition  of 
Captain  Dye’s  company.  I have  written  to  the  officer  in  command  all 
that  is  necessary  concerning  the  small-pox  and  the  threatened  mutiny. 
The  company  is  not  under  my  command ; I have,  therefore,  offered  force 


Not  found, 
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to  suppress  the  mutiny,  uud  have  not  used  it.  From  what  I can  learn, 
it  is  my  opinion  that  tlie  company  wdl  be  content  to  be  attached  to  an 
Arkansas  regiment,  and  that  it  is  believed  by  them  th^t  they  are  or- 
dered to  Colonel  Young.  The  officer,  no  doubt,  has  exaggerated  the 
facts. 

The  enemy  have  all  left  Doniphan  and  Pitman’s  Ferry.  A small  party 
crossed  the  river  and  burned  McElrath’s,  on  Fourche  de  Mas,  15  miles 
north  of  Pocahontas.  A i)arty  went  down  to  burn  Bollinger’s  Mills  (G 
miles  north  of  Pocahontas),  but  were  frightened  off.  Captain  Peves 
did  not  succeed  in  cutting  off  either  detachment.  As  suggested  in  mine 
of  the  28th  ultimo,  this  force  consisted  of  a part  of  McNeil’s  command. 

All  of  my  men  have  been  vaccinated.  We  are  doing  well,  and  have 
subsistence  and  forage  bought  to  enable  me  to  remain  here  four  days 
longer.  My  agents  are  making  the  necessary  arrangements  on  Eleven 
Points. 

Very  respectfullj^,  your  obedient  servant, 

COLTON  GEEENE, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade, 


Hdqrs.  Greene’s  Brigade,  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Trans- Mississippi  Army, 

Camp  Emmet  MacDonald^  April  2,  1863. 

Maj.  E.  G.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : I have  sent  scouts  to  ascertain  the  position,  number,  &c., 
of  the  enemy  in  Southeastern  Missouri,  from  Ironton  to  Bloomfield,  and 
between  the  Mississippi  and  Current  Eivers.  I will  send  another  small 
party  in  the  morning.  I shall  start  a party  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts 
of  Totten’s  command,  which  marched  eastward,  leaving  Eolla  to  the  left. 
Though  this  force  is  thought  to  have  gone  to  Southeastern  Missouri,  the 
reports  from  that  country  do  not  confirm  it.  The  same  scout  will  be  in- 
structed to  carefully  notice  the  capacity  of  the  country  east  of  Houston, 
and  on  the  line  of  Eleven  Points  and  Jack’s  Fork,  northward,  to  sup- 
port a heavy  cavalry  force. 

Captain  Eeves  has,  by  my  orders,  reliable  men  on  the  trail  of  McNeil’s 
men.  Colonel  Shaver  has  called  upon  me  for  a company  for  duty  under 
Captain  Wells.  I ordered  that  officer  to  take  Dye’s  company,  whereby 
I shall  be  relieved  of  any  infection  in  it,  and  shall,  at  the  same  time, 
take  the  men  from  the  immediate  control  of  officers  who  do  not  sup- 
press the  insubordination  said  to  exist  in  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

COLTON  GEEENE, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Hdqrs.  Greene’s  Brigade,  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Trans-Mississippi  Army, 

Camp  Emmet  MacDonald,  April  3, 1863. 

Maj.  E.  G.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Batesville,  Arli. : 

Major:  Eeferring  to  my  dispatch  of  yesterday,  concerning  Captain 
Dye’s  company,  I would  respectfully  state  that  Captain  Wells  returned 
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this  morning,  and  states  that  the  company  had  marched  to  Hoopmau. 
It  is  his  opinion  that  the  existing  difficulty  is  caused  by  the  bad  man- 
agement of  the  officers  who  have  encouraged  the  insubordination.  I 
would  again  state  that- 1 have  never  received  orders  directing  this  com- 
pany to  report  to  me,  and  consequently  have  not  attempted  to  exercise 
direct  command  of  it. 

The  case  will  be  reported  in  full  by  Captain  Wells  to  Colonel  {Shaver, 
who  sent  that  officer  here. 

Colonel  Shaver,  in  an  order,  directed  me  to  furnish  Captain  Wells  a 
force  (strength  not  stated)  j but  as  I do  not  recognize  the  authority  of 
that  or  any  other  officer  to  order  me,  except  through  the  general,  I re- 
fused to  furnish  the  detail.  I,  however,  as  stated  yesterday,  indorsed 
the  order  instructing  Captain  Wells  to  take  Dye’s  command  for  the  pur- 
poses heretofore  named. 

Constant  communication  is  carried  on  between  the  enemy’s  lines  in 
Southeastern  Missouri  and  ours,  which  I regard  as  highly  injurious  to 
our  Interest.  I have,  therefore,  ordered  Captain  Eeves  to  stop  it ; to 
permit  no  one  to  pass  either  way  except  by  your  authority  or  that  of  a 
brigade  commander. 

I further  instructed  him  to  allow  citizens  to  pass  living  in  the  imme- 
• diate  neighborhood  of  Current,  and  who  are  known  to  him  to  be  loyal, 
and  traveling  on  important  private  business. 

If  energetic  measures  are  taken,  the  enemy  can  be  kept  in  ignorance 
of  your  force  and  movements. 

Very  resdectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

COLTOE  GKEENE, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 


Camp  Emmet  MacDonald, 

April  4,  1863. 

Maj.  E.  .G.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : Captain  [Timothy]  Eeves  reported  this  morning  that  he  had 
information  of  200  cavalry  on  the  march  to  burn  Bollinger’s  Mills  and 
destroy  the  records  of ‘Doniphan.  He  asked  for  re-enforcements.  1 
wrote  him  that  his  force  was  sufficient  to  defend  the  mill,  and  ordered 
him  to  do  it. 

This  mill  has  capacity  for  grinding  for  5,000  men,  and  is  the  only  one 
between  Eleven  Points  and  Current,  south  of  Doniphan.  Fifty  men 
ought  to  defend  it  against  150.  I know  the  situation. 

{Scouts  report  the  enemy  to  have  retired  from  Eipley  and  Butler  Coun- 
ties. 

There  are  at  Patterson  500  cavalry,  without  artillery ; at  Bloomfield 
1,100  troops. 

I have  not  gotten  further  particulars,  but  hope  soon  to  have  a report 
of  all  of  the  enemy’s  forces  in  Southeastern  Missouri. 

“Eoughness”  holds  out  here  longer  than  I expected.  1 have  four 
days’  rations  of  fodder  and  oats,  purchased  on  Spring  Eiver,  and  shall 
get  more.  My  horses  are  doing  finely.  They  will  be  in  fair  condition 
in  ten  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

COLTON  GEEENE, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 
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Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Alexandria^  La.^  Ap^nl  5,  1863. 

Maj.  Geii.  J.  B.  Maoruder, 

Houston^  Tex.: 

General  : Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  on  his  way  from  Little  Bock, 
was  informed  that  an  expedition  was  being  fitted  out  for  Arizona,  under 
your  direction.  I am  instructed  to  say  that,  great  as  is  his  desire  to 
aid  the  patriotic  people  of  that  district,  the  exigencies  of  the  service 
will  not  permit  the  withdrawal  of  any  part  of  our  forces  from  points 
more  exposed  to  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  West  Louisiana  and  Ar- 
kansas being  now  threatened,  and  your  own  district  likely  to  be  sub- 
jected to  invasion  at  any  moment  should  its  army  be  weakened.  The 
general  commanding,  therefore,  holies  that  if  a movement  into  Arizona 
should  have  been  contemplated  you  will  promptly  check  it,  as  it  cannot, 
under  existing  circumstances,  be  authorized. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  BELTOK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Marmaduke  : 


Near  Sylamore,  April  6, 1863. 


Sir  : From  the  best  information  I can  get,  there  are  three  regiments 
of  the  enemy  foraging  in  and  about  Berry  ville,  carrying  with  them  four 
liieces  of  artillery.  They  surprised  my  command,  under  Colonel  Wood- 
sou,  on  the  night  of  the  2d,  recapturing  a number  of  wagons  and  mules 
which  had  been  captured  three  days  before. 

My  command  is  now  encamped  on  Buffalo,  about  50  miles  from  this 
point.  I will  dispatch  to  you  again  as  soon  as  I reach  my  command, 
giving  you  all  the  particulars  as  to  the  numbers  and  object  of  the  enemy. 

Bespectfully, 

J.  T.  GEAENAL, 

Colonel.,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Greene’s  Brigade,  Marmaduke’^  Division, 

Trans-Mississippi  Army, 

On  tlieiMarchj  April  8,  1863. 

Mnj.  E.  G.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.^  Powhatan  : 


Major  : I reported  last  night  that  I had  halted  at  a point  where  the 
old  military  road  crosses  Spring  Eiver.  I have  not  yet  found  a desir- 
able iilace  to  camp  permanently.  It  is  now  raining.  I shall  move  as 
soon  as  it  ceases,  and  ground  and  water  are  found.  I will  report  when 
the  change  is  made. 

Captain  Eeves  is  on  a scout  in  the  direction  of  Doniphan.  I have 
sent  a courier  with  orders  for  him  to  report.  I would  request  that  he  be 
ordered  to  report  to  me  for  instructions,  for  the  reason  that  late  move- 
ments of  his  are,  in  my  opinion,  calculated  to  conflict  with  the  move- 
ments of  this  army.  His  train  and  a part  of  his  men  are  now  camped 
2 miles  east  of  old  Jackson  (5  miles  from  me),  to  which  place  they  were 
ordered  by  Captain  Eeves  in  a dispatch,  stating  that  the  enemy  had 
again  crossed  Current,  and  were  coming  to  Eleven  Points.  The  officer 
who  brought  me  the  information  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  was  a 
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party  on  a mill-burning  expedition.  I doubt  the  whole  thing.  This 
command  seems  to  be  infected  with  a mill-burning  scare. 

If  the  rain  continues,  and  is  heavy,  Spring  Eiver  and  Eleven  Points 
will  not  be  fordable.  These  streams  rise  rapidly,  but  fall  again  in  three 
or  four  days. 

I regret  to  be  compelled  to  report  that  the  Texas  troops  have  taken 
800  bushels  of  corn  and  2,000  bundles  of  fodder  brought  for  my  com- 
mand. This  practice  must  be  stopped,  or  it  will  result  in  bad  feelings 
and  conflict  between  the  trooiis.  I have  taken  no  notice  of  this  otfense, 
believing  that  Colonel  Carter  was  ignorant  of  the  matter,  and  would  not 
tolerate  the  practice.  My  agents  report  corn  in  large  quantities  on 
Eleven  Points  ; “ roughness  ” scarce. 

Lieutenant  Clark  has  returned  from  the  scout  to  Ironton.  His  in- 
formation will  be  reported  to  Captain  Moore. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

COLTON  GEEENE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian-  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  April  9,  1863. 

Col.  A.  M.  Alexander, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade: 


Colonel  : It  is  important  that  the  troops  under  your  command  should 
be.  moved  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  enemy  is  concentrating 
his  force  within  40  miles  of  this  place.  Time  is  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  April  9,  1863. 

Colonel  [James  E.]  Harrison, 

Commanding  Speiglifs  Regiment : 

Colonel  : I am  in  hopes  this  will  meet  you  on  the  road.  I fear  we 
shall  want  you  here  before  you  can  possibly  arrive.  The  enemy  has  a 
force  within  50  miles  of  this  place ; he  is,  I believe,  only  awaiting  the 
return  of  his  teams,  which  have  gone  for  supplies,  to  make  a move  in 
this  direction.  Come  forward  as  fast  as  you  can  with  propriety. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretarij  of  W ar  : 


Ordnance  Bureau, 

Richmond,  April  9,  1863. 


Sir  : I extract  from  letter  of  March  23,  from  Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Brown, 
chief  of  ordnance  Trans-Mississippi  Department: 


Captain  Pierce,  my  assistant,  informs  me  that  Major-General  Gardner  seized  and 
issued  some  Enfield  rifles  to  liis  command  that  were  distinctly  mark sd  for  Lient.  Gen. 
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E.  Kirby  Smith.  Theso  were  most  likely  the  500  Richmond  rifles  mentioned  in  your 
list  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  sent  to  me.  I respectfully  ask  your  interference 
in  any  one  causing  stores  intended  for  this  department  being  diverted  whilst  in  tran- 
situ, and  request  that  General  Gardner  be  directed  to  report  the  facts  attending  the 
seizure,  if  made. 


Very  respectfully, 


J.  GOEGAS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Ordnance, 


[Indorsement.] 

Port  Hudson,  May  17, 1863. 

Eespectfully  returned.  I have  a large  amount  of  ordnance  stores  at 
this  post  belonging  to  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and  they 
cannot  be  forwarded.  I ordered  arms  to  be  issued  of  these  stores  to 
the  sharpshooters  of  Maxey^s  brigade,  who  were  without  any,  and  the 
presence  of  the  enemy  requiring  me  to  make  the  best  use  of  means 
within  my  reach.  I have  also  ordered  the  issue  of  cavalry  equipments 
from  the  same  stores,  which  are  absolutely  needed  at  this  time. 

FEANK  GAEDNEE, 

Major-General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Arh.,  April  10,  1863. . 

Colonel  [S.  S.]  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  : Since  writing  on  the  state  of  affairs  in  tliis  region,  Phillips^ 
forces  have  moved  westward,  and  to-day  I have  received  two  expresses 
from  the  upper  river,  giving  information  that  bodies  of  the  enemy  were 
at  Fort  Gibson  and  WebbeFs  Falls,  and  that  about  1,500  had  crossed  the 
Arkansas  Eiver,  and  were  moving  down. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,' 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General, 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

No.  89.  i Richmond,  Va.,  April  11,1863. 

******* 

XIII.  The  Missourians  lately  returned  from  imprisonment  in  the 
United  States,  now  at  Petersburg,  Ya.,  will  be  allowed  to  organize  them- 
selves into  a company  of  infantry  of  the  Provisional  Army.  After 
their  organization,  and  the  approval  of  their  muster-rolls,  the  company 
will  proceed  to  Alexandria,  La.,  and  report  to  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirl)y 
Smith,  for  service  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General, 
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Hdqrs.  Greene’s  Brigade,  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Trans  Mississippi  Army, 

April  12,  1863. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major:  I inclose  a dispatch  from  Captain  Eeves.*  I am  using  every 
exertion  to  put  the  command  in  marching  condition.  I am  somewhat 
delayed  by  want  of  iron,  the  necessity  of  accumulating  forage,  &c.,  and 
transporting  stores  from  Powhatan.  I inquired  how  many  days’  cooked 
rations  will  be  taken  on  the  march.  I want  this  information,  because 
it  will  require  much  time  to  prepare  them  after  the  cooking  utensils 
are  sent  olf. 

There  are  only  two  sets  of  harness  to  the  battery.  I shall  rig  u]) 
wagon  harness  for  the  leaders.  I shall  have  trouble  to  get  suitable  bat- 
tery horses. 

You  will  intbrm  me  when  I may  look  for  Colonel  Young,  and  where 
he  is  now  camped.  I wish  to  communicate  with  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

COLTON  GEEENE, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  ArJc.,  April  13,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 

General  : I disapprove  entirely  of  the  expedition  proposed  by  Colo- 
nel De  Morse,  for  the  reason  that  all  the  troops  belonging  to  the  Indian 
district  will  be  required  in  another  direction.  When  that  regiment  was 
sent  on  the  duty  in  which  it  is  now  engaged,  I only  looked  upon  it  as  a 
temporary  measure  of  relief  to  the  inhabitants  of  Cooke  and  the  con- 
tiguous counties.  I do  not  feel  that  I have  forces  to  spare  from  the 
more  important  duty  of  keeping  back  the  enemy  (who  is  even  now  men- 
acing our  line  of  defense),  and,  if  possible,  of  driving  him  back  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  Indian  country.  Neither  do  I think  it  well  to  send 
out  an  exjDedition  at  this  time  to  subdue  the  wild  tribes;  it  is  not  to 
be  accomplished  by  one  expedition,  but  would  be  required  to  be  fol- 
lowed up  vigorously.  We  have  enough  upon  our  hands  at  this  time 
without  seeking  more.  These  incursions  of  wild  Indians  have  been  of 
yearly  occurrence,  and  should  have  been  put  down  with  a strong  hand 
long  since  but  for  the  present  war.  We  cannot  spare  troops  to  do  more 
than  give  protection  to  the  frontier  settlements. 

The  remarks  on  the  subject  of  discharges  are  entirely  unnecessary. 
If  a man  is  physically  unable  to  perform  his  duties,  a medical  officer 
who  is  fit  for  his  position  can  make  such  a statement  of  his  case  as  will 
insure  the  concurrence  of  the  medical  director.  Many  of  the  medical 
staff  that  I have  encountered  are  extremely  ignorant,  and  sometimes 
(I  have  known  one  case)  will  take  pay  for  a certificate ; consequently,  as 
all  the  officers  cannot  be  known  to  the  commander,  it  is  necessary  to 
work  by  rule,  and  submit  every  certificate  to  competent  authority,  and 
let  it  stand  upon  its  own  merits.  I desire  that  you  should  concentrate 
as  soon  as  possible  all  of  your  brigade,  except  a few  Texas  companies, 

* Not  found. 

52  R R— VOE  XXII,  PT  i; 
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to  act  as  a nucleus  for  the  Indian  commands  that  will  be  required  to 
protect  the  people  from  the  incursions  of  wild  tribes. 

The  protection  of  Northern  Texas  properly  belongs  to  General  Ma- 
gruder. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  Greene’s  Brigade,  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Trans-Mississippi  Army, 

Camp  Marmadulx^  April  14,  1863. 
Maj.  Henry  Ewing,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major:  I neglected  to  report  yesterday  that  Captaiu  [James]  Sur- 
ridge,  in  command  of  scout  on  Current,  was  informed  thal?  the  Federal 
detachment  lately  at  Doniphan  had  intelligence  of  your  advance,  and 
believed  your  force  to  be  7,000  cavalry.  They  immediately  decamped 
on  getting  the  information.  They  are  now  sending  a small  party  to  dis- 
cover the  truth  of  the  report  received.  Captain  Reves  will  give  you 
late  information  from  Ironton,  &c. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

COLTON  GREENE, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 


Camp  near  McElroy’s,  on  Eleven  Points, 

April  14,  1863. 

Major  [Henry]  Ewing,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Marmadulie's  Division  : 

Major  : Here  we  are,  after  a hard  day’s  travel  yesterday.  To-day 
we  have  traveled  but  a short  distance.  I shall  to  night  camp  in  Mis- 
souri, where  I will  await  further  orders. 

You  will  find  this  a very  poor  country.  Its  resources  are  not  what 
the  general  thinks  they  are.  I find  that  these  Texans  have  bought  or 
engaged  everything  in  this  country.  However,  when  their  contracts 
are  such  as  to  interfere  with  my  necessities,  I will  not  regard  them.  I 
can  subsist  my  command  on  as  little  as  any  one,  but  at  the  same  time 
we  require  some  little. 

You  will  hear  from  me  to-morrow  night.  1 shall  commence  scouting 
pretty  heavily  day  after  to-morrowL  From  what  1 can  learn,  I believe 
1 can  find  the  enemy  in  30  miles  of  here.  My  pickets  are  in  Missouri 
to-night.  As  soon  as  I reach  the  line,  I shall  use  every  exertion  to 
mount  my  men. 

There  is  no  important  force  at  Ironton.  It  is  said  that  McNeil  is  at 
Poplar  Bluff;  if  he  is,  I will  find  him.  We  can’t  stay  here  long;  I mean 
anywhere  in  this  section.  Plenty  of  water.  I have  had  to  raise  all  my 
ammunition  every  time  I have  crossed  these  “ Points.” 

As  I have  mentioned,  you  will  hear  from  me  to-morrow. 

Respectfully, 

JO.  O.  SHELBY, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 


.[April  14,  1863. — For  E.  Kirby  Smith  to  Theophilus  H.  Holmes, 
ordering  Walker’s  division  to  Camden,  there  to  be  in  readiness  to  march 
to  Monroe,  see  Series  I,  VoL  XV,  p.  1041.]  , 
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Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Mississippi  and  Eastern  Louisiana, 

Jaclison^  April  15,  18G3. 


Lieutepant-General  Holmes, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Little  Eoclc : 


•General:  By  authority  from  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  Brig.  Gen.  A. 
Buford  is  retained  in  this  department,  and  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Bust  is  ordered 
to  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price,  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


Camp  Breckinridge,  Greene  County,  Arkansas,  . 

April  15,  1863. 


Brigadier-General  Marmaduke  : 


I am  directed  by  Lieut.  Col.  Solomon  G.  Kitchen,  commanding  bat- 
talion C.  S.  Army,  to  inform  you  of  a raid  now  being  made  by  the 
Federal  troops  into  this  iiortion  of  Arkansas.  The  Federals  are  now 
encamped,  to  the  number  of  260,  2 miles  south  of  Oak  Bluff  (or  Scatter- 
ville),  Greene  County,  Arkansas.  We  have  not  information  sufficient 
to  tell  whether  there  is  a force  supporting  them  farther  up  the  ridge. 
We  have  only  eighty-six  guns  in  camp,  but  will  remain  here  unless 
driven  by  the  enemy,  or  ordered  by  you.  Colonel  Kitchen  begs  leave 
to  report  to  you  for  duty,  and  holds  himself  and  command  subject  to 
your  orders. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

R.  KAY, 

> Adjutant  of  Battalion,  C.  S.  Army. 


Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  April  15,  1863. 

General  Louis  T.  Wigfall  : 

General  : When  I saw  you  in  Richmond  you  were  kind  enough  to 
invite  a free  correspondence,  a favor  of  which  I have  often  contemplated 
availing  myself,  but  have  deferred  from  time  to  time  under  the  press  of 
business.  The  receipt  to-day  of  the  inclosed  letter,  startling  in  its  rev- 
elations of  the  feelings  of  our  Cherokee  allies,  and  the  bearing  of  the 
present  state  of  affairs  upon  the  welfare  of  Northern  Texas,  offers  the 
occasion  to  commence  the  correspondence. 

You  will  recollect  that  in  our  last  conversation  I preferred  a new  field 
to  taking  position  under  those  who  had  hitherto  been  my  juniors,  owing 
to  which  preference  1 did  not  avail  myself  of  your  kind  offers  to  place 
me  in  a position  in  the  Virginia  army.  Following  this  idea,  I reported, 
as  ordered,  to  General  Holmes,  and  by  him  was  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Indian  country,  which,  while  giving  me  on  paper  a major- 
general’s  command,  and  more  responsibility  and  labor  than  would  de- 
volve upon  the  commander  of  a division,  places  me  in  reality  in  com- 
mand of  a smaller  effective  force  than  should  constitute  a brigade. 

The  Indians  must  be  addressed  through  the  medium  of  their  present 
wants;  hence  the  necessity  of  feeding  and  clothing  them  to  keep  them 
firm  in  their  allegiance.  In  this  course  the  Northern  Government  has  an 
immensp  advantage,  and  the  action  of  our  own  officers  has  given  then) 
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greater  advantages  than  they  should  legitimately  have  had.  The  In- 
dian country  is  destitute  of  everything  essential  to  an  army,  or  to  the 
supply  of  its  inhabitants,  the  crops  last  year  having  been  a complete 
failure;  hence  the  task  of  not  only  furnishing  the  troops  with  rations, 
but  the  indigent  loyal  Indians  with  bread,  brought  from  a distance,  thus 
throwing  upon  the  commissariat  the  necessity  of  supplying  with. inade- 
quate means  30,000  or  40,000  natives.  This  command  when  I assumed  it 
was  destitute  of  nearly  everything,  and  would  have  been  without  even 
ammunition  sufficient  for  one  round  but  for  the  i)rovident  care  of  Gen- 
eral Cooper,  who  was  then  holding  a subordinate  command  under  General 
Pike.  The  flour  of  Texas  was  not  available,  for  the  want  of  wagons 
to  haul  it;  consequently  the  troops  and  destitute  citizens  of  the  Nation 
were  dependent  upon  the  uncertain  navigation  of  the  Arkansas,  and 
the  insufficient  number  of  steamboats  navigating  it,  for  the  bread  the.y 
ha\^e  eaten  during  the  past  winter.  This  route  failing  to  yield  a suffi- 
cient supply,  a large  number  of  the  troops  were  sent  to  the  Eed  Eiver 
district  for  food.  ‘‘If  the  mountain  would  not  come  to  Mohammed, 
Mohammed  must  go  to  the  mountain.” 

The  spriug  has  opened  and  the  enemy  is  in  motion,  and  at  the  pres- 
ent moment  the  game  is  mostly  in  his  hands,  but  whether  or  not  he 
knows  his  advantages  and  will  avail  himself  of  them  remains  to  be 
seen.  In  a short  time  I shall  have  the  troops  sent  to  Eed  Eiver  back 
again  on  the  line  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  and  I shall  at  least  be  able  to 
hold  my  own,  unless  there  should  be  a very  considerable  defection 
amongst  our  Indian  troops.  The  Indian  country  is  of  great  importance 
to  us;  but  it  is  of  more  importance  to  keep  the  enemy  at  a distance 
from  the  granaries  of  Texas.  Were  he  to  get  a foothold  in  Northern 
Texas,  the  dependence  of  our  whole  Trans-Mississippi  Department  for 
breadstuff  would  be  taken  away.  You  are  probably  aware  that  in 
Northern  Texas,  as  well  as  in  Western  Arkansas,  there  are  not  a few  who 
would  welcome  the  Northern  rule.  In  both  places  the  best  men  have 
been  the  flrst  to  volunteer,  and  [there  remain]  either  lukewarm  friends 
or  concealed  enemies  or  speculators,  who  care  only  for  the  profits. 

The  letter  I send  you  is  from  the  adjutant  of  one  of  the  Cherokee 
regiments  to  his  colonel,  and  he  is,  as  you  see,  a member  of  the  National 
Council.  These  people  feel  themselves  neglected.  They  cannot  see 
and  understand  how  small  a portion  of  the  field  they  occupy,  and  if  every 
part  of  the  treaty  is  not  carried  out,  it  gives  occasion  for  discontent.  It 
is  quite  likely  that  their  welfare  has  not  received  the  attention  that  it 
deserves.  There  is  no  sui)erintendent  here.  I have  been  acting  as 
such  ex  officio,  but  without  instructions,  without  the  records  of  the 
superintendents,  and  without  money.  My  communications  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  remain  unanswered.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  is  worse  than  having  none.  I am  frequently  asked  for 
something  which  the  Indians  think  they  have  a treaty  right  to,  and  of 
which  I know  nothing.  I have  heard  that  a superintendent  has  been 
appointed  ; if  so,  he  should  be  sent  to  his  post  at  once,  and  furnished 
with  instructions  and  money  without  waiting  for  the  usual  routine  of  a 
time  of  peace,  which  would  be  too  slow,  even  if  the  communications  with 
the  seat  of  Government  were  uninterrupted.  This  want  of  communi- 
cation, or  of  some  one  to  represent  the  War  Department  on  this-  side  of 
the  river,  causes  much  trouble  and  embarrassment.  The  bonds  of  dis- 
bursing  officers  are  forwarded  and  never  heard  from ; at  least,  such  is 
the  case  with  many  that  were  sent  forward  last  year.  This  places  them 
in  a position  which  makes  them  frequently  useless  in  their  proper  capac- 
ity. Officers  holding  fund.^  are  unwilling  to  turn  over  to  those  whose 
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bonds  have  not  been  accepted.  Another  difficulty  that  we  labor  under 
is  that  some  of  the  orders  issued  at  Eichmond  appear  to  be  intended 
exclusively  for  use  of  the  troops  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi 
Eiver,  and  are  not  applicable  to  this  side.  Of  that  class  is  the  order 
forbidding  the  arrest  of  a disbursing  officer  until  his  case  is  referred  to 
the  War  Department.  Such  a course  will  be  equivalent  to  giving  them 
license  to  do  as  they  please.  Such  is  the  state  of  affairs  here.  If  the 
Southern  Gherokees,  who  are  to  hold  a council  in  a few  days,  take  any 
steps  to  make  their  peace  with  the  Northern  Government,  it  will  have 
its  effect  upon  the  other  Indians,  and  may  result  in  transferring  the 
men  to  a point  much  nearer  Texas,  if  not  within  her  borders ; in  which 
case  the  whole  Confederacy  would  lose  the  beef  and  this  department  its 
supply  of  flour.  The  depreciation  of  the  currency  is  enormous  here ; 
perhaps  not  larger  than  with  you  5 but  unless  something  is  done  to  arrest 
the  downward  tendency  of  our  currency,  it  will  soon  be  worth  nothing. 
It  appears  to  me  that  heavy  taxation  would  be  a remedy.  Take  $10 
out  of  every  $100,  and  Avhat  is  left  would  buy  more  than  the  hundred. 

Excuse  tiie  liberty  in  giving  my  views  on  subjects  which,  no  doubt, 
you  have  given  much  more  consideration  than  I have. 

I remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Webber’s  Falls,  G.  N.,  A;pril  12,  1863. 

[Col.  W.  P.  Adair:] 

Colonel  : I arrived  to-day  at  this  place,  and  found  that  the  excite- 
ment growing  out  of  the- approach  of  the  enemy  had  somewhat  sub- 
sided. Captains  Foreman’s  and  Holt’s  companies  are  encamped  on  the 
river  at  the  Falls,  and  Captains  Brown  and  Vann  on  the  prairie,  within 
2 miles.  The  river  is  picketed  up  to  the  mouth  of  Grand  Eiver  at  all 
times ; but  the  smallness  of  the  forces  under  Captain  Foreman  does  not 
give  the  protection  that  our  people  should  have,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be 
feared  that  the  enemy  will  return,  especially  if  they  know  (as,  doubt- 
less, they  do)  of  the  meeting  of  the  convention.  Captain  Foreman,  who 
is,  as  you  are  aware,  president  of  the  convention,  desired  me  this  even- 
ing to  suggest  to  you  the  sending  up  of  at  least  200  more  men  (if  Gen- 
eral Steele  will  not  order  the  whole  of  the  Cherokee  force  up),  and  of 
that  number  we  ought  to  have,  at  least,  50  cavalry.  General  Phillips 
is  at  Tahlequah  beyond  a doubt.  Eeport  says  he  has  3,000  men.  Jack 
Cookston,  a prisoner  captured  by  Captain  Holt  at  White  Oak  Springs, 
near  Tahlequah,  says  that  they  (the  Pins)  intend  issuing  a circular  in- 
viting us  back  again.  From  his  account,  it  was  already  prepared  and 
being  printed,  and  it  will  not  surprise  me  if  it  does  not  cause  consider- 
able disaffection  in  our  forces,  not  to  say  desertions,  when  the  alterna- 
tive of  remaining  in  peace  at  home,  well  clothed,  well  fed,  and  with 
their  families,  or  of  nakedness,  starvation,  and,  from  what  they  or  I can 
see,  the  unpleasant  prospect  of  walking  to  Eed  Eiver,  is  presented  to 
them.  The  simple  truth  is,  we  have  been  very  badly  treated  by  the 
officers  of  the  Confederate  States  in  withholding  our  pay  as  soldiers, 
our  clothing,  and  in  flooding  the  country  with  thousands  of  dollars  of 
duplicate  accounts  that  to-day  are  not  worth  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar, 
even  in  Confederate  money,  to  say  nothing  of  the  utter  failure  of  the 
Confederate  States  to  give  the  protection  promised  in  the  treaty,  and 
that  at  a time  when  their  military  pantomime.  General  Pike,  had  force 
enough  to  defend  us.  We  have  been  reduced  from  opulence  to  penury, 
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driven  from  our  homes,  endured  cold  and  hunger,  and  had  our  friends 
murdered  h.y  an  inhuman  and  inexorable  foe.  All  this  we  have  borne 
with  patient  fortitude,  without  once,  as  soldiers,  exhibiting  the  least 
mutinous  spirit  ,*  and  unless  we  wish  to  convince  the  people  of  the  States 
that  we  are  really  a race  of  tame  cowards,  we  ought  not  longer  to  endure 
such  treatment  in  silence,  while  our  women  are  stripped  of  their  very 
clothing,  and  whipped,  knocked  down,  and  shamefully  maltreated  by 
our  implacable  and  savage  enemies. 

Our  troops  are  forced  to  defend  Fort  Smith,  a filthy  sink  of  corruption 
and  iniquity,  inhabited  chiefly  by  a foul,  speculating  horde,  our  enemies 
at  heart,  who  sell  the  comforts  of  life  to  Confederate  soldiers  at  ten 
prices.  It  is,  doubtless,  a point  of  inestimable  military  value,  especially 
to  Arkansas  and  Texas.  Let  Arkansians  and  Texans  defend  it. 

I would  not  have  you  suppose  that  I attach  censure  to  Generals  Steele 
and  Cooper.  I am  satisfied  that  nothing  short  of  the  most  absolute 
military  necessity  would  have  forced  either  of  them  to  send  our  men 
there.  I believe  General  Steele,  since  he  assumed  command  of  the  de- 
partment, with  the  troops  disaffected  and  disbanded,  without  trans- 
portation and  without  supplies,  has  done  everything  that  he  could.  We 
can,  I am  satisfied,  rely  upon  him  for  justice,  as  far  as  he  has  it  in  his 
power  to  give  it  us,  and  I know  he  would  have  appreciated,  as  a soldier 
(and  his  antecedents  bespeak  him  one  in  the  highest  acceptation  of  the 
term),  the  cheerfulness  and  alacrity  with  which  our  ill-fed,  ragged,  and 
barefooted  boys  responded  to  his  call  a few  nights  ago  when  he  ordered 
us  to  Fort  Smith. 

There  is  no  one  better  acquainted  with  Indian  affairs,  our  nature  and 
wants,  and  no  one  more  willing  to  i^rotect  us  than  General  Cooper.  A 
kinder,  a more  humane  man,  or  a better  officer  we  could  not  wish.  But 
we  have  no  guarantee  that  these  officers  are  to  continue  with  us  long ; 
and  I am  in  favor  of  laying  a fair  statement  of  our  previous  treatment, 
from  their  predecessors  and  superiors,  before  the  authorities  at  Eichmond , 
in  order  to  prevent,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  the  recurrence  of  such  ill-usage. 
I am  none  the  less  a Southerner,  nor  is  my  faith  lessened  in  the  least 
degree  in  the  final  success  of  our  cause,  neither  do  I less  abhor  the  negro- 
fraternizing  spirit  of  abolitionism  of  the  North,  but  we  must  confess  that 
Federals  treat  their  perfidious  allies  better  than  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment, through  its  officers,  has  treated  its  most  devoted  and  loyal  In- 
dians. 1 will  not  enter  the  convention  with  that  cordial  feeling  toward 
the  South  that  I had  two  years  ago.  Quid  pro  quo  is  human  nature. 
Use  me  well,  I love  you  ; abuse  me,  and  I don’t. 

With  much  respect,  I remain,  your  friend, 

J.  A.  SCALES. 


[Indorsement.] 


The  letter  of  which  the  above  is  a copy  was  written  to  the  colonel  of 
the  Second  Cherokee  Eegiment,  who  remarks,  “ The  letter  needs  no  com- 
ment. So  far  as  I have  learned,  it  breathes  the  sentiments  of  the  great 
majority  of  our  people.” 


Camp  Marmaduke,  April  IG,  1863. 

.Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major:  Captain  Surridge,  who  was  lately  at  Doniphan,  informs  me 
that  it  will  require  a half  day  to  cross  the  ford  at  that  place,  and  that 
he  thinks  it  unsafe  to  cross  the  ammunition.  He  suggests  that  the  am- 
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munition  and  artillery  be  crossed  at  Pitman’s  Ferry,  which  would  throw 
them  on  the  east  side  of  Current,  10  miles  from  Doniphan.  If  I find 
this  to  be  the  case,  will  it  be  objectionable  to  cross  the  ammunition  at 
the  ferry . I know  the  ford  at  Doniphan  ; it  is  bad,  deep,  and  rapid. 

Captain  S.  also  reports  that  there  is  no  forage  on  the  stubble- held 
road 5 thinks  the  troops  which  have  just  passed  over  have  consumed  it. 
I can  cross  below  Black’s  Ferry  and  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 
Captain  S.  is  further  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  take  me  two  days  to  put 
my  command  at  Doniphan  (crossing  included). 

Young  has  just  notified  me  that  he  will  be  here  during  the  day. 
Nothing  from  [W.  J.]  Preston.  All  of  Jefiers’  men  (armed)  are  with  him. 

In  ordering  me  to  report  to  a given  point,  you  will  please  bear  in  mind 
that  it  will  take  me  two  days,  or  nearly  two,  to  be  at  Doniphan. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

COLTON  GREENE, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Indian  Department, 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  April  16,  1863. 

. Colonel  [A.  M.]  Alexander, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Camp  Kianushi : 

Colonel  : The  receipt  of  letters  from  your  command  of  the  11th  shows 
no  sign  of  movement,  much  to  my  surprise.  I had  supposed  that  the 
transportation  of  the  brigade  would  have  sufficed  to  move  the  battery 
and  one  regiment. . The  enemy  has  marched  and  countermarched,  mov- 
ing his  troops  over  more  country  than  would  have  brought  you  to  Fort 
Smith.  Everything  hangs  by  a thread.  We  may  be  attacked  any  day 
without  a prospect  for  successful  resistance.  If  Speight’s  regiment  has 
not  moved  when  you  get  this,  I wish  it  moved  at  once,  ready  or  not  ready, 
to  a point  on  or  near  the  Muddy  Boggy,  a few  miles  this  side  of  Boggy 
Depot.  If  it  has  moved,  and  is  on  the  Boggy  Depot  road,  stop  it  at  the 
point  indicated,  and  use  all  the  transportation  that  can  be  obtained  to 
move  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  to  that  point.  In  case  Speight’s 
regiment  has  moved,  and  is  on  the  direct  road  to  this  place,  move  the 
remaining  regiments  to  the  point  already  indicated ; that  is,  to  a point 
near  the  forks  of  the  road  leading  from  Boggy  to  Gibson  and  to  this 
place.  The  brigade  at  that  point  will  be  but  little,  if  any,  farther  from 
Bonham  than  it  now  is,  and  will  be  in  a much  more  favorable  position, 
in  a military  point  of  view.  I feel  that  every  day  lost  may  be  fatal  to  our 
interests.  Movements  are  now  on  foot  which  will  be  likely  to  produce 
a collision  within  the  next  three  days  at  a point  not  far  distant. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier -General.  • 


Little  Rock,  Ark.,  April  17,  1863. 

Lieutenant-General  Holmes, 

Commanding  District  of  Arkansas : 

Sir:  I left  Dardanelle,  Ark.,  on  the  5th  instant,  and  returned  on  yes- 
terday, the  16th,  having  gone  as  fiir  into  the  enemy’s  country  as  Cass- 
ville,  Barry  County,  Missouri,  in  the  southwestern  i)art  of  said  State. 
I have  to  report  to  you  the  following  facts  in  relerence  to  the  enemy : 
At  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  they  have  a po.st  of  1,500  Arkansas  militia,  mid 
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are  fortifyiDg  tbe  i)lace.  At  Newtonia,  AJo.,  in  5 miles  of  the  Granby 
lead  mines,  they  yet  have  a i)ost  of  400  Missouri  militia,  with  dirt  and 
stone  fortifications,  covering  about  four  or  five  acres.  At  Cassville, 
Mo.,  on  the  main  road  leading  from  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  to  Springfield, 
Mo.,  and  just  half  way  between  the  latter  and  former  places,  they  have 
a post  varying  from  50  to  100  militia.  The  distance  from  Fayetteville  to 
Springfield  is  110  miles.  Since  my  former  scout  to  that  country,  all  the 
regular  Federals  have  been  removed  from  the  southwest  border  of  Mis- 
souri, along  the  borders  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  in  an  easterly  direc- 
tion, and  are  distributed  as  follows:  At  Carrollton,  Ark., about  65  miles 
east  of  Fayetteville,  on  the  9th  instant,  I saw  a body  of  Federal  cavalry, 
part  of  Totten’s  brigade,  and  I put  this  number  at  about  1,000.  They 
have  murdered  every  Southern  man  that  could  be  found,  old  age  and 
extreme  youth  sharing  at  their  hands  the  same  merciless  fate.  Old 
Samuel  Cox  and  his  son  (fourteen  years  old),  Saul  Gatewood,  Heal 
Parker,  and  Captain  Duvall,  of  Missouri,  were  a part  of  those  they  mur- 
dered in  Carroll.  I will  call  to  mind  other  names  and  report  them  to 
you.  They  burned  on  Osage,  in  Carroll  County,  fifteen  Southern  houses 
and  all  of  the  outhouses,  none  of  those  thus  made  homeless  being  per- 
mitted to  take  with  them  any  clothing  or  subsistence.  They  seem  to 
have  hoisted  the  black  flag,  for  no  Southern  man,  however  old  and  infirm, 
or  however  little  he  may  have  assisted  our  cause,  is  permitted  to  escape 
them  alive. 

General,  I have  not  the  language  to  describe  in  truthful  colors  the 
ravages  these  Hessians  are  committing  in  the  northwest  of  this  State. 
Their  guide  and  principal  leader  up  there  is  an  Arkansian,  formerly  a 
Baptist  preacher  in  Carroll  County,  of  the  name  of  Crysop. 

The  infantry  and  a battery  of  five  guns,  numbering  about  1,000  men, 
left  the  cavalry  at  Carrollton,  they  moving  in  a northeast  direction  and 
toward  Forsyth,  ]\Io.,  on  White  Kiver,  and  43  miles  from  Springfield, 
Mo.,  on  the  river  road  from  the  latter  place  to  Yellville,  Ark. 

No  troops  at  Huntsville,  Berryville,  or  Bentonville,  Ark.  The  Pin 
Indians  have  moved  out  to  the  Nation.  An  occasional  scout  visits 
these  places,  murdering  and  stealing. 

General  Schofield  is  at  Eolla. 

General  Herron  is  at  Springfield,  very  sick  and  not  expected  to  live. 
But  few  troops  are  at  Springfield. 

The  main  Federal  force  is  now  concentrating  at  Hartville,  in  Wright 
County,  Missouri,  and  will  be  under  command  of  Blunt.  They  report 
10,000  men,  and  I do  not  believe  they  miss  it  far.  They  are  thus  concen- 
trating to  check  Marmaduke,  whom  they  fear  as  honest  men  do  the  devil. 
On  the  border,  both  in  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  they  are  murdering 
every  Southern  man  going  north  or  coming  south.  West  of  Cassville, 
in  Barry  County,  a first  lieutenant  (Kobert  H.  Christian)  of  the  Missouri 
militia  committed  one  of  the  most  diabolical,  cold-blooded  murders  that 
I heard  of  during  my  trip.  Four  old  citizens  of  that  county  had  gone 
to  the  brush,  fearing  that  by  remaining  at  home  they  would  be  mur- 
dered. Their  names  were  Asa  Chilcutt  (who  was  recruiting  for  the 
C.  S.  Army),  Elias  Price,  Thomas  Dilworth,  and  Lee  Chilcutt.  Asa 
Chilcutt  was  taken  very  sick,  and  sent  for  Dr.  Harris,  a Southern  man. 
The  doctor  came  as  requested,  and,  while  there,  this  man  Christian  and 
17  other  militia  came  suddenly  upon  their  camp.  Lee  Chilcutt  made 
his  escape.  The  others  were  captured,  and  disposed  of  as  follows : Asa 
Chilcutt,  the  sick  man,  was  shot  to  death  while  lying  on  his  pallet  unable 
to  move.  He  was  shot  some  six  or  seven  times  by  this  leading  murderer, 
Christian.  They  marched  the  others  150  yards  to  a ridge,  and,  not 
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heeding  their  age  or  prayers  for  mercy,  which  were  heard  by  the 
citizens  living  near  by,  they  shot  and  killed  the  doctor  and  the  others, 
all  of  them  being  shot  two  or  three  times  through  the  head  and  as  inan^? 
more  times  through  the  body.  They  (the  Federals)  then  left  them,  and, 
passing  a house  near  by,  told  the  lady  that  they  “ had  killed  four  old 
bucks  out  there,  and  if  they  had  any  friends  they  had  better  bury  them.” 
This  man  Christian  also  tried  to  hire  two  ladies,  with  sugar,  coffee, 
&c.,  to  poison  Southern  men  lying  in  the  brush.  Christian  proposed 
furnishing  the  poison  and  also  the  subsistence,  and  would  pay  them 
well  if  they  accepted  his  proposition.  The  names  of  the  ladies  are 
Ehoda  Laton  and  Mrs.  Simms,  and  every  word  of  all  the  above  can  be 
proven  in  every  particular. 

I have  given  you  the  above  narrative  of  Christian’s  acts  at  the  request 
of  the  pu&ic  living  in  that  section.  They  look  to  you  as  the  avenger 
of  their  wrongs. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  G.  PEEVY, 

Capt.  Co.  B,  Hunter’s  Begt.  Mo.  Infty.,  on  Detached  Service. 


[Indorsement.] 

Captain  Peevy  is  a perfectly  reliable  man ; very  cool  and  intelligent, 
and  was  sent  by  me  to  obtain  information. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Circular.]  Hdqrs.  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena,  Arh.,  April  8,  1803. 

The  general  commanding  is  credibly  informed  that  there  are  citizens 
living  within  this  district  who  have,  at  various  times,  by  words  of  en- 
couragement to  traitors  and  by  gifts  and  presents  to  rebel  prisoners  of 
war,  and  in  various  other  ways,  openly  evinced  their  sympathy  with 
treason  and  rebellion.  It  is  known,  moreover,  that  there  are  at  this  post, 
and  within  the  lines  of  this  army,  a number  of  Union  refugees — men, 
-women,  and  children — who  have  been  ruthlessly  driven  from  home  by 
the  rebels.  The  general  commanding  considers  these  suffering  refugees 
quite  as  deserving  sympathy  and  charity  as  are  traitors  and  those  who 
aid  and  abet  treason,  but  he  is  unable  to  learn,  after  diligent  inquiry, 
that  any  citizens  of  the  class  above  referred  to  have  at  any  time  con- 
tributed to  their  relief.  The  provost-marshal  of  the  District  of  Eastern 
Arkansas  is  therefore  instructed  to  levy  assessments  upon  such  citi- 
zens, and  collect  and  disburse  the  same,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  loyal 
refugees  within  our  lines. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  B.  M.  Prentiss : 

JAMES  O.  PIEECE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Office  of  the  Provost-Marshal, 

Helena,  ArJc.,  April  7 [8“?],  1863. 

Miss  S.  Alexander  : I am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general 
of  this  district  to  say  that,  inasmuch  as  you  have  furnished  clothing 
and  comforts  for  rebel  prisoners  at  this  post,  you  must  also  contribute 
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for  the  benefit  of  refugees  from  your  State.  It  is  therefore  ordered  that 
you  appear  at  this  office  on  Thursday,  at  3 o’clock  j).  m.,  and  pay  tke  sum 
of  $25  for  the  aforesaid  purpose. 

J.  O.  PULLEK, 

Captain  and  Frovost-Marslial,  District  of  Eastern  Arlcansas. 

[Inclosure  Ho.  3.] 

THE  SPEECH. 

Speaker  introduced  by  General  Prentiss.  [Three  cheers.] 

‘‘  Officers  and  Soldiers  : I am  come  to  proclaim  to  you  the  late 
order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  full  power  to  enforce 
it  to  the  letter. 

“ The  Government,  in  its  last  throes  for  an  existence,  has  resolved  to 
arm  all  able-bodied  negroes  for  the  service  of  the  United  States  Army, 
as  the  last,  but  certain,  means  of  crushing  out  this  rebellion. 

“ The  President  has  been  pained  to  hear  that  in  many  instances  negroes 
have  been  repulsed  by  our  pickets,  and  badly  treated,  too,  by  our  soldiers 
in  camp. 

‘‘  I am  authorized  to  take  any  man’s  commission  from  him,  from  a 
major-general  down  to  a lieutenant,  who  does  not  co-operate  in  this 
order  in  faith  and  practice,  or  dares  to  oppose  it.  I am  also  authorized 
to  give  commissions  to  officers  of  negro  brigades.  [Great  applause.] 

“We  take  them  as  property  of  rebels— thereby  depriving  them  of  every 
means  of  subsistence — to  man  our  heavy  guns,  do  our  heavy  work,  and 
to  hold  our  forts.  It  has  been  clearly  demonstrated  that  they  will  make 
good  soldiers.  You  will  spare  no  means  to  urge  them  to  come  within 
our  lines.  You  are  required  to  spare  no  means  to  reduce  the  enemy  to 
suffering,  as  the  only  means  left  us  to  put  down  this  rebellion.”  [Great 
applause]. 

General  Prentiss  called  for.  [Three  cheers.] 

“Officers  and  Soldiers:  I feel  good  all  over.  [Applause.]  I in- 
dorse the  President’s  order  all  the  way  through.  Sorry  it  did  not  come 
sooner.  I will  take  every  negro  by  force — men,  women,  and  children — 
within  the  reach  of  my  scouts,  destroying  all  property  as  I go.  When 
I was  a prisoner,  I longed  to  see  the  "day  when  I could  take  vengeance 
on  my  enemies.  Thank  Heaven,  that  day  has  come,  and  I can  do  as  I 
please,  and  my  pleasure  is  to  destroy  as  I go.” 

General  Washburn  called. 

“ I indorse  the  foregoing  speeches  in  full.  I am  no  Abolitionist.  I do 
not  believe  in  negro  equality.  If  extermination  be  necessary  to  quell 
this  rebellion,  I am  ready  for  that.”  [Great  applause.] 

General  Hovey  called. 

“ I indorse  all  the  speeches  made  on  the  occasion,  with  amendments. 
I am  a Jeff.  Davis  man.  I want  all  the  cotton  burned  north  and  south, 
all  trade  stojiped,  all  commerce  closed.  I want  all  the  women  and 
children,  especially  of  rebels,  reduced  to  starvation  and  want.  This 
will  bring  their  friends  home  who  are  fighting  us.”  [Strange  applause.] 

General  McGinnis  said : 

“I  indorse  all  the  speeches,  confiscating  negroes  as  mules  and 
horses,”  &c. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Secretary  of  War: 

This  gives  additional  proof  of  the  increasing  barbarity  of  the  enemy. 
Some  of  the  facts  might  be  published  with  good  effect  at  home  and 
abroad.  The  guilty  parties  should  be  marked  by  the  troops  on  that 
line,  and,  if  opportunity  offer,  should  have  summary  punishment. 

JEFFEKSON  DAVIS. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Arl'.y  April  18,  1803. 

Col.  W.  P.  Lane,  Jefferson^  Tex. : 

Colonel:  I received  your  letter  of  the  9th  to-day.  I had  heard  a 
rumor  that  your  regiment  was  moving,  and  am  much  disajipointed  that 
such  is  not  the  case.  If  the  troops  belonging  to  my  command  were 
here  now,  the  Indian  country  could  be  cleared  in  three  weeks.  The 
portion  of  your  regiment  that  left  here,  under  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Crump,  was  permitted  to  go  to  Eed  Liver  under  tlie  assurance 
that  it  would  be  ready  in  six  weeks  to  take  the  field.  Their  services 
have  been  and  still  are  very  much  wanted  here.  Dow  long  it  will  be 
before  I am  forced  to  leave  this  place  and  abandon  the  line  of  the  Ar- 
kansas Kiver  depends,  at  the  present  time,  upon  the  enemy,  for  he  has, 
in  a body,  more  than  four  times  my  force.*  The  same  difficulty  exists 
with  all  the  troops  that  have  been  sent  to  Texas.  NTo  difficulty  is  ex- 
perienced in  getting  there,  but  when  it  is  the  question  to  come  this  way, 
a thousand  obstacles  are  presented. 

If  the  Federals  depredate  upon  the  frontier  of  Texas,  it  will  be  due 
to  the  supineness  of  the  Texas  troops  who  have  gone  home.  I have  no 
doubt,  colonel,  that  you  have  used  every  exertion  in  getting  your  regi- 
ment in  a proper  condition  for  efficiency.  I can  easily  imagine  the  diffi- 
culties you  have  had  to  contend  with.  I hope,  however,  that,  by  the 
time  you  receive  this,  you  will  have  surmounted  them  sufficiently  to 
enable  you  to  move.  You  must  not  wait  longer  for  stragglers,  but  come 
with  what  you  have.  If  you  have  no  transiiortation  here  to  take  you 
to  Bonham,  where  my  chief  quartermaster  will  be  found,  buy,  paya- 
ble at  that  place.  Captain  Cabell  has  lately  received  money,  and-  will 
probably  be  able  to  supply  your  necessities.  If  there  is  any  large  num- 
ber of  men  still  absent,  leave  a detail  to  bring  them  up.  Write  to  Cai)t. 
A.  S.  Cabell,  at  Bonham,  to  ascertain  what  he  can  furnish  you  pertain- 
ing to  the  quartermaster’s  department. 

Phillips,  the  Federal  commander,  is  moving  about  the  country  north 
of  the  river,  with  about  2,000  troops  of  all  kinds,  doing  us  much  dam- 
age in  unsettling  the  faith  of  the  Indians  in  our  ability  to  protect  them. 
Unless  I have  the  power  to  do  something  soon,  many  of  them  will  go 
over  to  them,  while  I,  with  two  brigades  on  paper,  am  kept  uneasy  for 
the  safety  of  our  depots.  You  will  see  the  necessity  of  moving  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment.  Write  frequentl^^,  in  order  that  I may 
know  exactly  what  to  count  upon. 

I have  sent  my  assistant  adjutant- general,  J.  F.  Crosby,  into  Texas, 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  arms,  &c.  Write  to  him  at  Austin,  and  let 
him  know  your  condition  with  regard  to  arms.  He  may  be  able  to  do 
something  for  your  regiment. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


WiM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


V.  S. — The  only  rule  that  can  be  adopted  in  the  case  of  the  contested 
election  in  your  regiment  is  the  condition  of  the  coinjiany  when  it  Avas 
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mustered  into  service.  The  officer  who  was  regularly  received  into  the 
regiment,  under  proper  authority,  will  retain  his  position.  As  there  is 
nothing  in  the  documents  before  me  which  would  enable  me  to  deter- 
mine upon  this  point,  I am  at  a loss  how  to  render  a decision  until  the 
necessary  information  is  obtained. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Alexandria,  La.,  April  19,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding,  &c..  Little  Eoelc,  Arh.  : 

General  Stevenson  telegraphs  from  Vicksburg  that  eight  gunboats 
passed  the  bend ; two  apparently  disabled,  one  burned  and  sunk,  and 
five  passed  on  down.  The  enemy  have  one  division  on  Bayou  Vidal 
and  one  on  Bayou  Koundaway.  Please  hasten  Walker’s  movements. 
When  [J.  G.]  Walker  starts,  telegraph  to  Monroe  and  Camden  for  all 
the  boats  in  the  river  to  be  at  Camden  to  transport  him.  If  the  enemy 
advance  toward  Monroe,  send  a portion  of  your  force  to  occupy  Camden, 
to  i)revent  the  destruction  of  that  depot.  Taylor  is  fighting  in  Lower 
Louisiana,  and  needs  field  ammunition.  Major  [Thomas  G.]  Ehett  has 
been  written  to  for  as  much  as  can  be  spared. 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans -Mississippi  Department, 

No.  5.  ) Alexandria,  La.,  April  20,  1863. 

The  following  officers  are  announced  upon  the  staff  of  the  command- 
ing general:  Col.  Duncan  Cage  and  First  Lieut.  J.  Compton  French, 
volunteer  aides-de-camp ; Surg.  John  M.  Haden,  medical  director,  and 
Surg.  S.  A.  Smith,  medical  director  of  department  hospitals. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

J.  F.  BELTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Northwestern  Arkansas, 

Ozarlc,  April  21,  1863. 

Lieutenant-General  Holmes, 

Commanding  Distriet  of  Arlmnsas  : 


General  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  being  entirely  out  of 
forage  for  my  horses  and  bread  for  my  men,  I will  be  compelled  to  join 
General  Steele.  My  horses  have  had  but  one  feed  of  corn  since  tlie 
morning  of  the  17th,  and  that  one-half  ration,  and  have  been  subsisting 
on  wheat  on  a field  purchased  of  a farmer  here,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  fields  belonged  to  men  in  the  Federal  service.  I shall  leave  three 
companies  of  [J.  F.]  Hill’s  battalion  at  Clarksville  for  the  present; 
two  companies  of  the  same  battalion  and  [Caleb]  Dorsey’s  squadron  at 
this  jfiace  for  the  present.  The  remainder  of  my  command,  which  will  be 
[J.  C.j  Monroe’s  and  [C.  A.]  Carroll’s  regiments.  Brown’s  and  Palmer’s 
independent  companies,  I will  take,  and  join  General  Steele  at  once. 
I have  heard  nothing  from  Colonel  [William  A.]  Crawford.  Colonel 
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[S.  M.JJSToble,  with  Wier’s  squadron  and  [W.  J.]  Coggins’  company,  will 
be  at  bardanelle.  I regret  the  necessity  of  this  course,  but  you  know 
that  troops  cannot,  nor  can  horses,  live  without  food.  I shall  with- 
draw the  troops  at  Clarksville  and  at  this  place  as  soon  as  I hear  that 
the  boats  which  are  expected  from  below  pass  up,  and  also  when  I hear 
from  you.  I am  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  the  proper  policy  for 
me  to  join  General  Steele,  and  force  th^m  to  fight  on  the  prairie  instead 
of  fighting  within  the  limits  of  the  State.  There  is  nothing  north  of 
the  mountains  to  subsist  either  men  or  horses  j nothing  growing  and 
nothing  remaining  of  their  last  year’s  crop ; so  we  can  expect  nothing 
from  that  direction. 

In  your  letter  of  the  16th,  you  labor  under  an  error  in  supposing  that 
1 continued  to  send  out  small  scouts.  I had  put  a stop  to  that  for  the 
reason  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  it,  as  I had  driven  all  the  jay- 
hawkers  and  Federals  that  were  in  small  parties  out  of  the  country 
south  of  the  mountains  and  a considerable  distance  toward  Fayette- 
ville. But,  sir,  no  man  can  concentrate  mounted  troops  and  keep  them 
together  when  there  is  no  forage,  no  horseshoes,  nothing  to  make  them 
efficient.  1 had  all  my  troops  together  the  day  1 left  for  Fayetteville', 
except  three  companies  not  more  than  half  armed,  which  I left  at 
Clarksville,  and  one  company  at  Van  Buren,  to  protect  the  citizens  from 
the  jayhawkers  and  Pin  Indians.  I did  not  have  the  day  I left  half 
forage  for  my  command,  and  was  compelled  to  move  somewhere.  I 
considered  it  necessary  to  find  out  by  going  myself  to  see  if  I could  find 
any  subsistence  north  of  the  mountains,  as  ordered  to  go  there  in  one  of 
your  previous  letters  to  me.  My  other  reason  was  fully  explained  in 
my  report  sent  you  yesterday  of  the  raid  made  on  Fayetteville.  I did 
not  take  the  place,  and  if  I had  had  with  me  every  man  I have  on 
paper,  armed  as  they  are,  I could  have  done  no  more.  I made  an  honest 
effort  to  take  the  place,  and  have  given  them  a severe  blow,  and  one 
that  will  prove  to  be  a good  one  in  the  end,  as  it  will  curb  their  utter 
lawlessness  and  will  put  a stop  to  [William  A.]  Phillips’  farther  progress 
in  the  Indian  country,  at  least  for  the  present.  As  soon  as  General  Steele 
and  myself  unite,  we  can  be  more  effective.  What  I have  done  since  I 
came  here  will  prove  whether  I have  acted  wisely  or  not;  time  will  tell. 
When  I assumed  command,  I had  only  480  men  for  duty,  and  nearly 
one-fourth  of  them  unarmed.  Besides,  I have  had  men  taken  from 
companies  here,  that  were  counted  in  my  aggregate  here,  and  sent  to 
other  regiments;  saying  nothing  in  the  mean  time  of  my  being  compelled 
to  get  all  my  meat  from  the  country  infested  by  the  enemy  and  with  a 
scanty  supply  of  corn  and  breadstuff's.  I hope  that  you  will  consider 
these  things — the  appeals  made  to  .me  for  assistance  by  males  and 
females,  brothers,  wives,  and  sisters  of  men  in  our  service,  to  prevent  the 
small  marauding  parties  from  murdering  their  husbands,  fathers,  and 
brothers ; also  your  orders  to  me  when  I left  to  put  an  end  to  this  in  the 
counties  near  Clarksville  first — and  you  will  agree  with  me  that  I have 
done  right,  and  that  I am  willing  to  fight  them  whenever  and  wherever 
they  may  be  found.  I will  write  you  when  I do  leave. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  CABELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Northwestern  Arhansas. 


[April  22,  1863.— For  Pemberton  to  E.  Kirby  Smith,  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  XV,  p.  1049.] 
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IIdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smithy  Arlc.^  April  22, 1863, 

Col.  W.  P.  Lane, 

Comdg.  Regiment  Texas  Partisan  Bangers^  Jefferson,  Tex: 

Colonel  : I caunot  urge  you  too  strongly  to  come  forward  at  once 
with  what  men  you  can  hringjeaving,  if  necessary,  parties  for  the  pur- 
pose of  collecting  stragglers.  There  is  a prospect  for  a move  north  from 
Little  Eock  very  soon,  and  I wish  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Kansas  at 
the  same  time.  The  force  nominally  under  my  command,  if  they  were 
near  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  would  be  sufficient  to  go  to  Kansas,  but  I 
fear  that  the  disposition  manifested  by  so  many  of  our  Texas  troops  to 
await  the  arrival  of  the  enemy  in  Texas  will  interfere  with  any  move- 
ment in  contemplation.  I canuot  understand  why  men  of  sense  cannot 
see  that  an  enemy  in  Northern  Texas  would  soon  starve  out  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department. . I know  of  no  place  where  he  could  do  us  more 
damage  ; yet  such  is  the  supineness  of  our  men  that  the  enemy  now  in 
Northwestern  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Nation  could  go  to  Texas 
almost  without  opposition.  Please  impress  these  matters  upon  your 
men,  and  upon  the  people  of  Northern  Texas,  that  they  may  act  upon 
the  stragglers  and  force  them  into  the  service.  You  must  use  every 
exertion  to  arm,  as  far  as  possible,  your  men,  impressing,  if  necessary, 
ill  which  case  receipts  will  be  given  for  the  property  impressed. 

Hoping  to  see  you  soon,  I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- Genera  1. 


IIdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Arh.,  April  24, 1863. 
General  D.  H.  Cooper,  First  Brigade: 

General  : I think  it  would  be  well  to  move  up  in  the  direction  of 
Webber’s  Falls,  or  to  a point  nearer  the  present  scene  of  operations,  with- 
out waiting  longer  for  Colonel  Adair.  You  can  take  all  the  Cherokee 
troops,  which,  when  concentrated  with  Martin’s  men  and  De  Morse’s, 
will  give  a force  sufficient  to  hold  Phillips  in  check  until  other  troops  can 
be  brought  forward. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  6.  I . Alexandria,  La.,  April  24,  1863. 

Until  further  orders,  the  headquarters  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
partment are  removed  to  Shreveport,  La.  Commanders  of  districts 
will  make  their  returns  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

H.  P.  PEATT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

April  26,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Little  Boclc  : 

Colonel  : I send  you  some  reports  from  about  Webbers  Falls,  which 
show  more  activity  on  the  part  of  the  Federals  than  I like  to  see  at  this 
time.  My  troops  are  still  widely  scattered,  badly  armed,  many  without 
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arms,  and  short  of  ammunition.  Speight’s  brigade  is  in  motion,  that 
is,  the  armed  and  effective  part,  numbering  about  1,000.  Speight’s 
regiment  and  West’s  battery,  moving  in  advance  of  the  others,  should 
be  here  in  a week.  Major  Ehett  writes  me  that  he  cannot  fill  a requi- 
sition sent  for  that  brigade  until  he  receives  a sui^ply  of  arms  and  am- 
munition from  the  other  side  of  the  Mississipiii.  I learn  from  people 
that  there  is  plenty  of  powder  and  lead  in  Texas.  These  should,  with 
the  facilities  of  importing  from  Mexico,  and  with  the  powder  factory  at 
San  Antonio,  be  plenty.  Some  effort  must  be  made  to  get  some  of  it,  or 
the  force  under  my  command  cannot  pretend  to  offer  battle  under  any 
circumstances.  The  Eed  Eiver  is  now  the  proper  base  for  my  opera- 
tions, or  a depot  intermediate  between  it  and  the  Arkansas.  Ammuni- 
tion and  other  imiiortant  supplies  cannot  mucli  longer  be  sent  by  the 
river  unless  there  is  a change  of  circumstances,  resulting  from  opera- 
tions of  the  troops  now  at  Little  Eock.  Eequisitions  have  been  made 
upon  Major  [S.]  Hart,  who  controls  the  cotton  operations  in  Texas,  but 
nothing  can  be  expected  from  that  source  until  July  or  August.  I 
hardly  know  how  to  act  in  this  case,  but  think  it  best  to  bring  up  and 
concentrate  my  forces,  make  as  much  display  of  them  as  possible,  and 
thus  prevent  a forward  move  of  the  enemy  until  I have  the  means  to 
make  one  myself.  I have  been  acting  upon  this  plan. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

Little  Eoelc.  Arlc.,  April  28,  1863. 

General  McEae  : 

General  : General  Price  directs  me  to  say  that  General  Holmes  has 
revoked  the  order  directing  the  troops  not  to  move  across" the  Arkan- 
sas. You  will,  therefore,  move  your  brigade  as  ordered  by  circular  of 
the  23d  instant. 

I am,  verv  respectfully.  &c., 

[L.  A.]  MACLEAN, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
(Same  to  Generals  Tappau  and  Fagan.) 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  7.  ) Shreveport^  La.,  April  20,  1863. 

Maj.  W.  H.  Thomas,  0.  S.  Army,  is  announced  as  chief  quartermaster 
of  the  Department  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  until  the  arrival  of  Maj.  J. 
F.  Minter  at  department  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

H.  P.  PEATT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  8.  j Shreveport,  La.,  April  30,  1863. 

All  officers  west  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  whose  commands  are  not 
in  this  department,  will  report,  without  delay,  either  in  person  or  bj' 
letter  to  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen,  E,  Kirby  Smith: 

H.  P.  PEATT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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General  Orders,  ♦ Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississii  pi  Department, 

No.  9.  ( Shreveport^  La.,  April  30,  18G3. 

The  following  officers  are  announced  upon  the  staff  of  the  command- 
ing general:  Maj.  George  Williamson,  assistant  inspector-general,  and 
Maj.  T.  G.  Ehett,  chief  of  artillery, 
ily  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith  : 

H.  P.  PEATT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  District  of  Arkansas,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Gen.  TheojAiilus  H. 
Uolmes,  for  April,  1863 ; headquarters  Little  Mock,  Ark. 


Present  for 
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Price’s  division 

529 

6,  656 

8, 489 

12,  961 

Little  Eock,  Ark. 

Steele’s  division 

317 

4,  082 

4,  884 

7, 828 

Fort  Smith,  Ark. 

Marmaduke’s  division* 

352 

4,  018 

5,  084 

8,  055 

Near  Jacksonport,  Ark. 

Frost’s  division  t 

153 

2, 107 

2,714 

4,  098 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 

Dobbin’s  regiment 

38 

1 

605 

659 

914 

Between  White  and  Mis- 
sissippi Eivers. 

Hill’s  artillery  battalion 

Denson’s  cavalry  (unattached) 

17  1 

251 

338 

422 

Little  Eock,  Ark. 

52 

81 

153 

Little  Eock,  Ark. 

Total 1 

1 

1,407 

17,  771 

22,  249 

34,  431 

Organization  of  Price's  division,  Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price,  G.  S.  Army, 
commanding,  April  30,  1863 ; headquarters  Little  Rode,  Arlc. 


Fagan’s  Brigade. 

Bell’s  (Arkansas)  regiment. 

Brooks’  (Arkansas)  regiment. 
Hawthorn’s  (Arkansas)  regiment. 
King’s  (Arkansas)  regiment. 

McMae’s  Brigade. 

Gause’s  [32(1]  (Arkansas)  regiment. 
Glenn’s  (Arkansas)  regiment. 
Hart’s  (Arkansas)  regiment. 
Morgan’s  (Arkansas)  regiment. 


I Parsons’  Brigade. 

I 7th  Missouri,  Col.  J.  H.  Caldwell. 

! 8th  Missouri,  Col.  De  Witt  C.  Hunter, 
j 9th  Missouri,  Col.  W.  M.  Ponder. 

10th  Missouri,  Col.  A.  C.  Pickett. 

! Missouri  Battalion,  Maj.  L.  A.  Pindall. 

Tappan’s  Brigade. 

Grinsted’s  [33d]  (Arkansas)  regiment. 
Shaler’s  (Arkansas)  regiment. 

Shaver’s  (Arkansas)  regiment. 


Troops  in  Steele's  division,  April  30,  1863.J 

Cooper’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  IT.  Cooper. 

1st  Cherokee,  Col.  Stand  Watie. 

2d  Cherokee,  Col.  W.  P.  Adair. 

1st  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw,  Col.  Tandy  Walker, 
1st  Creek,  Col.  D.  N.  McIntosh. 

2d  Creek,  Col.  Chilly  McIntosh. 


Composed  of  Bnrbridgc’s,  Carter’s,  Greene’s,  and  Shelby’s  hriga^ps,  and  Kitchen’s 
Iiattaliou. 

t Composition  not  shov/n. 

tTho  brigade  organization  is  uncertain  ; not  clearly  indicate.([  in  original  return^ 
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Cooper^s  Brigade — Contiuued. 

1st  Chickasaw  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  L. 31.  Reynolds. 

Osage  Battalion,  Maj.  Broke  Arm. 

Seminole  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Jumper. 

5th  Texas  Partisan  Rangers,  Col.  L.  M.  Martin. 

* . 29th  Texas  Cavalry,  Col.  Charles  De  Morse. 

GilletPs  cavalry  comj)any,  Capt.  L.  E.  Gillett. 

Scanland’s  squadron,  Capt.  John  Scanland. 

Howell’s  (Texas)  battery,  Capt.  Sylvanus  Howell. 

Lee’s  light  battery,  Capt.  R.  W.  Lee. 

CahelVs  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell. 

Carroll’s  (Arkansas)  cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  L.  L.  Thomson. 

Dorsey’s  squadron.  Col.  John  Scott. 

Hill’s  battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  F.  Hill. 

Monroe’s  (Arkansas)  cavalry.  Col.  J.  C.  Monroe. 

Bass’  (Texas)  cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  T.  D.  Taliaferro. 

18th  Texas  Cavalry,  Company  H,  Capt.  \Y.  J.  Coggins. 

Hughey’s  battery,  Lieut.  W.  M.  Hughey. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  May  1,  1863. 

Lieut.  Geii.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Little  EoeJe,  Arlc. : 

General  : Lieutenant-General  Smith  does  not  think  it  necessary  for 
you  to  move  your  whole  force  to  Camden.  The  object  in  throwing  a 
portion  of  your  force  to  Camden  is  to  prevent  a raid  by  a small  force  of 
the  enemy  should  they  succeed  in  reaching  Monroe.  You  can  be  kept 
advised  from  Monroe  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  sufficient  time 
to  throw  your  whole  force  there  should  you  think  it  necessary.  • 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

W.  K.  BOGGS, 

Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff . 


Vicksburg,  Miss.,  May  1, 1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  Alexandria: 

The  enemy  have  crossed  in  large  force  from  Hard  Times  to  Bruins- 
burg,  below  Bayou  Pierre,  and  have  pressed  Bowen  very  hard  all  day. 
Cannot  you  do  something  to  operate  against  them  on  your  side  of  the 
river  1 

J.  C.  PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Arlc.,  May  1,  1863. 

Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  I have  this  morning  received  intelligence  that  Speight’s 
brigade  is  en  route  for  Alexandria,  under  orders  sent  direct  from  Gen- 
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eral  Smitli’s  headquarters.  A portion  of  this  brigade  was  already  in 
advance  of  Boggy  Depot,  but  have  countermarched.  This  move,  with- 
out notice,  may  produce  the  most  disastrous  consequences.  I had  been 
urging  these  troops  up  as  rapidly  as  possible,  fearing  that  Phillips,  who 
is  at  or  near  Tahlequah,  might  push  down  and  interrupt  my  commju- 
nication  with  Korthern  Texas,  and  destroy  my  depot  of  subsistence  at 
Boggy  Depot.  The  withdrawal  of  these  troops  will  have  a bad  effect 
upon  our  Indian  troops,  who  are  so  badly  armed  and  have  so  little  am- 
munition that  they  do  not  count  for  much.  I have  sent  an  order  for 
West’s  battery  to  come  on.  It  is  the  only  one  I have,  and  probably 
was  not  contemplated  in  General  Smith’s  order.  I had  calculated  that 
I would  have  been  able  to  occupy  the  whole  Indian  country  by  the  1st 
of  July.  The  importance  of  keeping  the  enemy  at  a distance  from  the 
wheat  region  of  Texas  at  the  present  time  does  not  appear  to  be  sufih- 
ciently  appreciated.  Lane’s  regiment  is,  I believe,  still  in  Texas,  and 
I have  heard  that  Colonel  Lane  is  trying  to  get  ordered  in  another 
direction.  This  regiment  is  out  of  the  Indian  Territory  without  author- 
ity, having  been  ordered  only  to  Bed  Eiver  to  refit  and  get  back  the 
absentees. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  May  8,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Commanding  Trans-Mississijgpi  Bejgartiyient : 

General  : The  departure  of  the  Hon.  E.  W.  Johnson  affords  a safe 
opportunity  for  writing  to  you,,  of  which  I avail  myself.  The  communi- 
cation with  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  has  been  so  irregular  that 
I am  but  little  informed  of  your  present  condition. 

So  far  as  we  have  learned  here,  the  enemy  seem  to  confine  their  opera- 
tions to  the  country  below  Lake  Providence,  and  would  appear  to  be 
endeavoring  to  carry  out  the  avowed  purpose  of  preventing  the  culti- 
vation of  the  crops  in  all  that  fertile  region  known  as  the  bayou  country 
of  Louisiana.  Against  such  small  detachments  as  are  reported  to  be 
sent  on  these  plundering  expeditions  our  hunters,  if  properly  led,  would, 
I think,  be  effective.  In  the  mean  time,  and  seemingly  connected  with 
the  effort  to  get  possession  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  Banks’  army  is 
reported  to  be  on  the  Atchafalaya,  and  moving  toward  Eed  Eiver.  The 
fall  of  the  Mississippi  must  soon  close  the  navigation  of  Eed  Eiver  and 
all  the  bayous  to  their  larger  gunboats,  but  in  the  mean  time  great  de- 
vastation must  result  from  the  presence  of  the  enemy  in  Southern  and 
Western  Louisiana.  You  have,  of  course,  contemplated  your  power  to 
restrain  marauding  parties  and  your  ability  to  march  against  Banks, 
and  it  needs  no  assurance  to  convince  me  that  if  you  have  not  done 
both,  it  was  because  you  had  not  the  means. 

You  are  doubtless  aware  of  General  Pemberton’s  position,  and  of 
the  presence  of  the  enemy’s  fleet  between  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson, 
and  therefore  cannot  look,  until  there  is  a change.oi  circumstances,  for 
anything  from  the  east  side  of  the  river.  The  guns  and  ammunition 
which  have  been  sent  out  for  you  cannot  now  be  transported,  and  it 
therefore  becomes  of  increased  importance  to  push  forward  the  work 
on  the  foundry  near  Shreveport,  as  well  for  the  casting  of  guns  as  shot 
and  shell.  Powder,  I hope,  you  will  be  able  to  bring  in  requisite  quan- 
tities from  the  Eio  Grande. 
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If  Pemberton  is  able  to  repulse  the  enemy  in  his  land  attack,  and  to 
maintain  possession  of  both  Vicksburg?  and  Port  Hudson,  the  enemy’s 
fleet  cannot  long  remain  in  the  river  between  those  points,  from  their 
inability  to  get  coal  and  other  necessary  supplies,  so  that  w^e  may  look 
forward  to  the  re-establishment  of  communication  with  the  Trans-Mis- 
sissippi by  the  water  route  heretofore  used,  unless  the  enemy  can 
occupy  the  lower  part  of  lied  Eiver.  With  the  decline  of  the  water 
and  the  advent  of  summer,  the  chances  in  your  favor  must  increase, 
and  I can,  therefore,  readily  anticipate  many  reasons  for  delay  in  those 
operations,  which  I know  you  desire  to  undertake.  We  have  had  flat- 
teriug  accounts  of  the  improvement  of  the  army  in  Arkansas,  and  some, 
which,  I fear,  are  exaggerated,  in  relation  to  the  effective  force  in  Texas,’ 
but  of  all  these  I expect  to  be  informed  whenever  you  have  the  power 
to  communicate  wdth  us.  Senator  Johnson  will  be  able  to  give  you 
details  in  relation  to  events  here,  and  I commend  him  to  your  special 
consideration. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFEPvSON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.^  May  9,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  Little  Rochj  Arh.  : 

General  : You  must  act  according  to  your  own  judgment.  At  this 
distance  1 can  give  no  positive  orders.  Attack  the  enemy,  should  an 
opportunity  offer  for  doing  so  with  hope  of  success.  You  can  expect  no 
assistance  from  this  quarter.  The  enemy  occupy  Alexandria,  and  Gen- 
eral Banks,  with  28,000,  is  in  possession  of  Bed  Eiver  and  Lower  Lou- 
isiana. Should  the  enemy  advance  on  you  in  overwhelming  numbers, 
it  may  be  necessary  to  abandon  the  Arkansas  Valley  and  concentrate 
here  for  operations  against  Banks. 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 


Camp  near  Batesville,  Ark., 

May  9,  1863. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  respected 
favor  of  the  8th  instant,  requesting  statement  of  my  command,  &c., 
which,  agreeably  thereto,  I present  annexed. 

Since  here,  I have  had,  and  continue  to  have,  scouts  out,  north,  north- 
east, and  northwest,  ranging  from  40  to  50  miles,  and  so  far  have  no 
information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  that  would  bid  me  believe 
their  moving  on  this  place.  You  will  observe  from  the  annexed  state- 
ment of  the  strength  of  my  command  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
keep  out  pickets. 

On  account  of  your  move  to  Jacksonport,  I have  deemed  it  proper  to 
move  to  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  hence  have  to  ask  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  send  me  two  companies  of  cavalry,  that  I may  picket 
the  country. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfullv,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  WOOD, 

Commanding  Light  Artillery  and  Cavalry, 
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[Inclosure.] 

Camp  near  Batesville,  Ark., 

Mmj  9,  1863. 

Light  artillerj"  and  cavalry  at  Batesville,  Ark. ; Two  officers,  24  men 
fit  for  duty,  four  Williams’  breech-loading  guns,  caliber,  1-pounder; 
1,000  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  solid  shot  and  ca.nister.  The  men  well 
equipped  with  cavalry-arms — sabers  and  holster  pistols. 

E.  0.  WOOD, 

Commanding, 


Camp  near  Cross-Eoads,  May  10,  1863. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Jacksonport,  Ark.: 

Major  : I will  send  Major  Scott  to-morrow  to  Little  Eock,  via  Jack- 
sonport, under  guard  of  a sergeant  and  2 men.  Scott  was  a private  in 
my  old  regiment  in  the  Missouri  State  Guard.  I do  not  think  he  is  a 
spy,  but  I think  he  is  one  of  those  visionary  men  who  are  hardly  respon 
sible  for  what  they  say.  It  is  all  humbug  about  his  having  recruited 
nine  companies,  but  1 have  no  doubt  that  Scott  thinks  he  has  raised 
them.  I have  ordered  the  sergeant  to  report  to  you  for  further  orders. 
1 believe  that  Scott  will  report  to  General  Holmes  at  Little  Eock  with- 
out a guard  if  General  Marmaduke  will  order  him. 

It  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  subsist  this  brigade  for  any  length  of 
time  between  this  point  and  Jacksonport.  I can  stay  8 or  10  miles  from 
here  eight  or  nine  days  by  moving  camp  every  day  or  two  to  the  forage. 
From  all  the  information  I can  get,  I am  inclined  to  think  that  Cherokee 
Bay  is  the  onlj-  place  where  I can  establish  a permanent  encampment. 
If  the  general  thinks  it  would  not  be  safe  for  me  to  cross  Black  Eiver,  I 
could  camp  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  have  my  forage  brought  across 
the  river  at  Eussell’s  Ferry.  1 will  be  able  to  get  forage  for  ten  or  twelve 
days  this  side  of  Black  Eiver,  at  or  near  Eussell’s  Ferry. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  Q.  BUEBEIDGE, 

Colonel.,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Camp  at  Judge  Hinton’s,  west  of  Crowley’s  Eidge, 

ISixteen  miles  south  of  Harrisburg,  May  10,  1863. 
Major  [Henry]  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Marmadulce''s  Division  : 

Major  : Lieutenant  Walton  reports  that  the  enemy  are  only  4,000  in 
Helena,  including  two  negro  regiments.  This  was  perfectly  reliable 
three  days  ago.  Ko  fortifications  except  the  fort,  save  some  rifle-pits 
hastily  made  some  days  ago,  in  view  of  a threatened  attack  from  Price. 
There  is  a scout  of  the  enemy,  1,600  strong,  now  at  Switzer’s,  some  20 
allies  from  Cotton  Plant,  moving  toward  Cotton  Plant,  to  destroy  some 
40,000  pounds  of  bacon  there  belonging  to  us. 

Dobbin,  with  700  men,  is  10  miles  above  Marianna,  on  the  west  side 
of  L’Anguille  Eiver,  and  40  miles  from  this  point.  The  enemy  are  20 
miles  west  of  him,  and  either  are  moving  toward  Cotton  Plant  or  else 
])ropose  to  come  from  Switzer’s,  via  Military  road,  to  Taylor’s  Creek, 
crossing  L’Anguille  Eiver  at  Seaburn’s  Bridge,  so  as  to  flank  Dobbin. 
Walton  is  at  present  with  Dobbin.  Deceived  dispatch  from  Dobbin 
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last  niglit,  requiring  me  to  re-eiiforce  liiin.  Have  sent  a select  scout 
toward  Wittsburg,  so  as  to  protect  my  left  flank,  and  have  moved  the 
eftective  men  of  my  brigade  by  Seaburn’s  Bridge  toward  Marianna, 
sending  a scout  before  me.  Dobbin  will  post  me  of  the  enemy’s  move- 
ments. I will  join  him  to-morrow  morning.  Greene  will  send  with  me 
600  men  and  his  guns.  Greene  and  myself  have  secured  shops,  iron, 
and  forge,  and  have  our  details  at  work  in  the  shops  making  shoes  and 
nails.  We  also  have  horses  and  men  who  cannot  travel  with  trains  at 
this  point.  I hope  to  surprise  and  capture  the  enemy.  If  successful,  I 
shall  return  immediately  and  carry  out  my  original  orders.  I have  taken 
every  precaution  to  prevent  surprise,  and  to  have  the  work  of  repair  and 
recuperation  proceed  without  delay.  Greene’s  force,  Dobbin’s,  and  my 
own,  will  amount  to  2,000  men  and  six  guns.  I have  furnished  Colonel 
Greene  with  a map,  and  he  will  copy  it  and  forward  to  you.  I have 
couriers  on  the  route.  The  scout  of  1,600  is  included  in  the  estimate 
of  the  4,000  at  Helena.  The  enemy  at  present  does  not  know  of  my 
presence  here.  I have  acted  with  the  best  lights  before  me,  and  hope 
my  action  will  meet  the  general’s  approval. 

Ko  news  from  Memphis.  The  enemy  cannot  re-enforce  in  that  direc- 
tion. 

I have  forage  engaged  for  three  weeks. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  CAETER, 

Colonelj  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  May  11, 1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Little  EocJc,  Arlc.  : 

General  : Lieutenant-General  Smith  directs  me  to  say  that  when 
he  left  Little' Rock  he  was  under  the  impression  that  you  intended  send- 
ing Speight’s  brigade  down  here  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  them 
for  General  Price’s  command.  Under  this  impression  he  inferred  there 
was  no  urgent  necessity  for  them  on  Red  River. 

Your  dispatch  was  not  received  until  Speight’s  brigade  had  nearly 
reached  Jefferson,  and  boats  had  been  ordered  to  meet  them.  The  exi- 
gencies under  which  they  were  ordered  were  great.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, you  must  take  steps  to  supply  their  place  from  j^our  command. 
Colonel  Lane’s  regiment  was  at  Jefferson,  unarmed;  it  is  now  at  Natchi- 
toches. If  you  can  arm  them,  they  will  be  sent  at  once  to  Boggy  Depot. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  BOGGS, 

Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  11.  1 Shreveport,  La.,  May  11,  1863. 

I.  Capt.  0.  S.  West,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is  assigned  to  duty 
as  assistant  inspector-general  upon  the  staff  of  the  lieutenant-general 
commanding. 

II.  Until  further  orders,  rations  will  be  issued  in  accordance  with  the 
table  published  by  the  chief  of  subsistence  of  this  department. 

III.  All  soldiers  belonging  to  commands  east  of  the  Mississippi  River 
who  are  now  in  this  department,  absent  without  authority,  or  whose 
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leaves  of  absence  or  furloughs  have  expired,  will  immediately  report  in 
person  at  one  of  the  following  depots,  viz  : In  the  District  of  Arkan- 
sas, at  Camden,  Ark.;  in  the  District  of  West  Louisiana  and  Texas,  at 
Shreveport,  La. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirbv  Smith : 

JI.  P.  PEATT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smithy  ArA’.,  May  13,  1863. 

General  D.  H.  Cooper, 

First  Brigade^  Indian  Department,  near  North  Forlc : 

General  : All  the  information  I get  from  i^^ortbwestern  Arkansas 
and  Southwestern  Missouri  is  that  Phillips  is  retiring  north.  If  you 
cannot  learn  positively  whether  this  is  so  or  not,  make  a strong  demon- 
stration, if  you  can  cross  the  river,  to  bring  out  his  force.  I have  toAay 
information  from  two  sources  that  Phillips  has  gone  north.  One  says 
he  crossed  Cowskin  at  Covey^s  Perry  a few  days  since,  and  went  into 
Newton  County,  and  on  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Scott. 

Your  o\)edient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

* Richmond,  Va.,  May  14,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith, 

General  Commanding,  &c. : 

General  ; This  will  be  handed  you  by  Colonel  [T.  C.]  Bass,  who  has 
been  commanding  on  the  Indian  frontier.  From  his  representations, 
made  to  the  President  as  well  as  to  myself,  it  appears  that  discontents 
have  arisen  among  the  Indians  from  several  causes,  Avhich  it  would  be 
well,  as  far  as  you  may  find  practicable,  to  remove. 

The  President,  after  his  conference,  sent  to  me  a memorandum  covering 
the  points  deemed  by  him  to  require  special  attention,  and  I inclose  you 
a copy,*  that  they  may  more  specially  claim  consideration  and  remedy 
from  you.  In  addition.  Colonel  Bass  represents  that  much  stress  is  laid 
by  the  Indians  on  the  presence  and  control,  with  superior  rank,  among 
them  of  General  Cooper,  who  has  long  been  known  to  them  as  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs.  Some  representations  have  reached  us  im- 
puting occasional  intemperance  to  this  officer,  and  hence  hesitation  has 
been  felt  in  appointing  or  retaining  him  in  that  position.  Should  your 
opportunities  ^.llow,  it  is  desirable  you  should  ascertain  the  fact,  both 
as  to  such  alleged  habits  and  to  the  degree  of  importance  attached  by 
the  Indians  to  his  continued  superintendence  among  them. 

Colonel  Bass  is  commended  to  your  consideration,  and  you  may  find 
him  useful  in  giving  a proper  appreciation  of  the  true  state  of  affairs 
among  these  tribes.  The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  will  visit  the 
Territory  in  the  course  of  a few  weeks,  and  he  will  be  instructed  to  con- 
fer with  you  fully  on  the  subject  of  the  Confederate  relations  with  them. 

With  high  esteem,  yours, 


Not  found. 


J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 
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Hdqrs.  Departi^ient  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Arlc.,  May  14,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Boggs, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Trans-3Iississip2^i  Department : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a letter  from  Colonel 
Harrison  and  Colonel  Speight.  This  letter  is  in  answer  to  one  I sent 
to  Colonel  Harrison,  who  was  in  command  of  a detachment  of  Speight’s 
brigade,  and  having  as  a part  of  his  command  West’s  battery.  The 
order  was  to  send  the  battery  back,  as  it  was  important  to  me,  being 
the  only  one  I had,  and  as  1 did  not  think  it  included  in  the  order  sent 
direct  to  the  brigade  commander  to  move  to  Shreveport.  Colonel 
Speight  chooses  to  disobey  this  order,  for  which  disobedience  I wdsh 
him  arrested  and  brought  to  trial.  I have  been  treated  with  indignity 
in  having  troops  taken  away  from  me  which  were  essential  to  the  plans 
in  progress  of  development,  by  an  order  direct  to  an  inferior,  without 
the  slightest  notice  to  me  on  the  subject.  In  addition,  my  orders  are 
treated  with  contempt.  I certainly  cannot  submit  in  silence  to  have 
my  rank  entirely  ignored. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General, 


[Inclosure.  ] 


Headquarters  Speight’s  Brigade, 

Camp,  en  route  to  Alexandria,  May  6,  1863. 

Lieut.  B.  G.  Duval, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Your  communication  of  date  of  1st  instant,  per  courier,  did  not  reach 
me  until  this  afternoon  about  6 o’clock.  Previous  to  this  I had  rejoined 
the  brigade,  with  my  regiment  and  West’s  battery,  and  had  reported 
to  Col.  J.  W.  Speight,  near  Clarksville,  Tex.  The  matter  in  reference 
to  the  detachment  of  West’s  battery  I therefore  referred  to  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HAERISON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Speighfs  Brigade. 


N.  B. — The  order  from  Lieutenant-General  Smith,  for  the  brigade  to 
move,  includes,  as  I conceive,  the  whole  brigade.  I am  now  on  the 
march,  and  1 much  regret  that  my  construction  of  the  order  of  General. 
Smith  prevents  me  from  complying  with  General  Steele’s  wishes  in  re- 
gard to  the  battery. 

J.  W.  SPEIGHT, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  May  16,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Little  Boch,  Arh. : 

General:  Colonel  Speight’s  brigade  arrived  here  yesterday.  He 
brings  less  than  1,400  men  for  duty,  of  which  460  are  unarmed.  The  ab- 
sentees are  at  their  homes they  have  no  intention  of  joining  their  com- 
mands, and  Colonel  Speight  re^iorts  that  they  can  only  be  collected  by 
an  armed  force.  With  the  exception  of  Colonel  Speight’s  regiment,  and 
probably  one  other  battalion,  the  command  is  an  undisciplined  mobj  the 
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officers  as  worthless  as  the  men,  and  without  material  in  the  ranks  for 
supplying  their  places.  Colonel  Speight  reports  them  worthless,  unre- 
liable, and  to  some  extent  disloyal.  With  the  exception  of  Speight’s 
regiment,  they  could  have  been  of  no  service  in  the  defense  of  the  Indian 
country,  and  it  is  probably  well  they  are  removed.  I have  disbanded  the 
officers,  placing  them  in  the  ranks,  where  within  the  conscript  ages,  and 
ordered  the  men  to  be  distributed  through  the  regiments  of  General 
Walker’s  command. 

General  Banks’  advance  has  as  yet  only  reached  Monette’s  Ferry, 
40  miles  below  Natchitoches.  Walker  delayed  most  unjustitiably  at 
Monroe,  and  has  probably  defeated  the  possibility  of  a junction  Avith 
Taylor  at  Natchitoches.  He  has  been  ordered  to  move  directly  to  this 
point,  on  which  Taylor  retreats  in  the  event  of  being  forced  to  evacuate 
Natchitoches.  The  length  of  the  march,  and  the  danger  to  his  com- 
munication, may  check  the  enemy’s  farther  advance,  and  give  us  time 
to  prepare  for  him.  Should  Ave  be  compelled  to  evacuate  this  place,  it 
Avill  be  with  an  immense  loss  of  material,  and  with  no  base  to  fall  back  on. 
You  were  instructed,  under  date  of  April  24,  that  the  evacuation  of  Alex- 
andria was  inevitable,  and  that  the  defense  of  the  Upper  Washita  and 
Black  Kivers  Avas  intrusted  to  you.  Place  yourself  in  communication 
Avith  General  Hebert,  at  Monroe,  and  should  the  defense  of  the  valley 
of  the  Washita  [Ouachita]  require,  give  the  necessary  instructions  for 
transporting  by  boats  to  Monroe  the  brigade  ordered  from  your  com- 
mand to  Camden.  The  officer  in  command  should  report  to  General 
Hubert.  The  advance  of  General  Banks,  with  a large  force,  up  the  valley 
of  Bed  Eiver  would  be  one  of  the  most  desirable  events  of  the  campaign. 
The  decisive  battle  of  the  West  must  soon  be  fought  near  Vicksburg. 
The  fate  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  in  a great  measure  de- 
pends on  it,  and  Banks,  by  operating  here,  is  thrown  out  of  the  cam- 
paign on  the  Mississippi. 

I do  not  like  to  give  up  the  valley  of  the  Arkansas  and  the  hope  of 
entering  Missouri  when  the  eA^ents  of  the  war  justify,  nor  will  it  be 
ordered  except  in  extreme  necessity.  You  will,  however,  so  make  your 
dispositions  that,  should  the  necessity  arise,  you  can  move  to  my  assist- 
ance with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  KIBBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Pocahontas,  Arl^.,  May  16,  1863. 

Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead  : 

Dear  Sir  : The  bearer.  Captain  Parker,  is  on  business  for  my  com- 
mand. Any  assistance  you  can  render  him  will  be  much  appreciated 
by  me.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  make  a forAvard  move  without  arms 
and  ammunition.  There  may  be  some  objections  raised  because  my 
command  is  not  organized.  There  are  several  parts  of  companies  Avhich 
Avill  soon  be  complete.  It  would  please  me  better  if  you  could  furnish 
the  necessary  articles  without  the  assistance  of  General  Holmes,  as  I 
am  anxious  not  to  have  anything  to  do  with  him. 

I feel  confident  that  we  can  raise  a brigade  of  cavalry  and  artillery 
in  three  months,  if  no  one  interferes  with  me.  There  are  plenty  of  men 
in  Missouri  sworn  into  the  service,  who  are  not  organized,  to  form  a 
brigade.  I am  making  efforts  to  have  them  consolidated. 
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We  have  no  trouble  in  sending  officers  to  Missouri,  recruiting,  and  there 
is  nothing  to  hinder  iny  moving  into  Missouri,  it*  we  had  arms  and  am- 
munition, and  as  soon  as  it  arrives  we  shall  move  forward.  My  officers 
are  succeeding  well  in  recruiting  in  Missouri.  I suppose  you  have  heard 
the  particulars  about  the  last  grand  raid  to  Missouri.  If  General  Mar- 
maduke  carried  out  the  orders  of  General  Holmes,  they  w^ere  very 
strange,  and  I should  not  be  jileased  to  act  under  such  orders.  As  the 
command  approached  Patterson,  Captain  Eeves’  company  acted  well 
in  capturing  all  the  pickets.  The  column  moved  forward,  met  the  relief 
coming  out  to  relieve  the  pickets  which  had  been  captured,  and,  instead 
of  ordering  a regiment  to  charge  the  town  and  take  the  enemy  by  sur- 
prise, there  was  some  artillery  ordered  up  and  opened,  to  notify  the 
enemy  if  they  did  not  leave  soon  General  Marmaduke’s  command  would 
take  them  in.  They  left;  a few  stragglers  were  captured.  Then  Colonel 
Carter,  with  one  division,  moved  in  the  direction  of  Bloomfield,  and 
Colonel  Shelby  moved  in  the  direction  of  Fredericktown.  As  Colonel 
Carter’s  command  approached  Bloomfield,  McNeil  got  the  news,  and  left 
for  Cape  Girardeau.  Colonel  Carter  followed  him.  In  the  mean  time 
Colonel  Shelby’s  division  made  a most  daring  charge  into  Fredericktown, 
and  captured  all  of  the  citizens.  We  found  plenty  of  good  whisky,  and 
the  stores  filled  with  goods  of  various  kinds.  W e cleaned  the  town  out 
completely,  and  moved  on  the  road  to  Old  Jackson,  and  camped,  leaving 
one  company  in  town  and  a few  pickets  on  the  road  to  Ironton. 

During  the  next  day  a soldier  was  seen  riding  through  to^yn,  saying 
the  Yankees  were  in  town.  Such  a stampede  I never  witnessed  before. 
The  whole  division  was  called  to  arms,  and  the  scare  proved  to  be  10 
Federals,  who  approached  within  1 mile  of  the  town  and  fired  at  our 
pickets. 

We  then  took  up  the  march,  and  halted  at  Patton  long  enough  to  let 
McNeil  pass  through  Old  Jackson  without  molesting  him.  Then  we  made 
a forced  march  all  night,  and  attacked  Cape  Girardeau  the  next  morning 
about  10  o’clock ; fought  about  three  hours ; retreated  to  Old  Jackson ; 
camped  about  10  p.  m.  The  Federals  came  within  our  lines  with  artillery 
and  cavalry,  and  took  Colonel  Burbridge’s  brigade  by  surprise ; cap- 
tured most  of  the  men  and  horses  of  one  company  and  left.  In  the  morn- 
ing we  retreated  in  the  direction  of  Bloomfield,  the  Federals  following 
close  in  our  rear.  We  continued  the  retreat  across  the  Saint  Francis 
Elver,  at  Chalk  Bluff.  I left  the  command  perfectly  satisfied,  and  am 
not  anxious  to  make  another  trip  under  like  circumstances.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  speak  of  the  horses,  mules,  &c.,  which  were  taken  on  the 
trip.  I saw  young  mules  and  colts  running  in  their  pastures  where  the 
mares  had  been  taken  out ; it  was  a common  occurrence  to  take  the  last 
horse  from  the  x>low  in  the  field,  and  many  other  things  which  if  I 
should  write  you  would  be  astonished.  As  I said  before,  if  General 
Marmaduke  carried  out  his  orders,  he  did  perfectly  right,  as  all  infe- 
riors are  bound  to  obey  their  superiors.  The  raid  injured  our  cause  in 
Missouri,  and  a few  more  such,  and  saltpeter  will  not  save  the  State, 
lam  adoifiing  a different  course  entirely.  Everyman  sworn  into  my 
command  is  informed  that  we  kill  for  stealing  and  deserting,  and  it  will 
be  carried  out,  if  possible.  We  intend  to  visit  Missouri  on  a friendly 
mission,  and  hope  the  citizens  will  welcome  us,  and  not  hide  their  horses 
in  the  bushes  and  lock  their  doors,  for  fear  we  shall  rob  them.  Mis- 
souri is  flooded  with  deserters,  and  they  are  committing  all  kinds  of  depre- 
dations on  friends  and  foes.  It  must  be  stopped ; citizens  are  not  safe 
in  the  country.  I have  given  my  officers  orders  to  arrest  all  soldiers  found 
without  proper  papers. 
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Please  do  not  show  tins  letter  to  any  oue,  for  “ the  truth  should  not 
he  spoken  at  all  times.” 

Please  send  me  some  papers,  and  write  me  all  the  news. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEE  CRANDALL. 


Headquarters  Brigade, 

May  16,  1863. 

Col.  Joseph  O.  Shelby: 

We  will  be  compelled  to  move  camp  to-morrow  evening,  or  next  day 
morning  at  farthest,  on  account  of  forage.  If  we  are  to  remain  on  this 
side  of  Cache  River  any  length  of  time,  I propose  to  move  the  brigade 
to  the  forage  which  has  been  procured  on  White  River.  But  if  we  are 
not  to  remain  on  this  side  of  Cache  more  than  two  or  three  days,  1 think 
we  had  better  move  to  forage  in  direction  of  the  other  camp  east. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  to-morrow,  and  oblige, 

G.  W.  THOMPSON, 

Commanding  Brigade. 


Batesville,  Ark.,  May  16,  1863. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Adjt.  Gen.^  General  Marmadukeh  Biv.,  JacJcsonport : 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  respected  favor  of  the 
14th  instant,  desiring  my  co-operation  with  the  force  sent  by  you  under 
Major  [D.]  Shanks  to  move  toward  Salem  or  vicinity  in  quest  of  the 
enemy  reported  there.  From  information  obtained  of  my  own  scouts, 
and  other  reliable  sources,  must  deem  the  report  untrue.  I had  an 
interview  with  JMaJor  [BeiijaminJ  Elliott  and  Major  Shanks  relative 
thereto,  the  result  of  which  was,  we  deemed  it  unnecessary  that  my 
command  should  accompany.  Had  there  been  any  reliability  or  con- 
firmation of  the  report,  I should  have  mo§t  cheerfully  accompanied  your 
force,  and  would  assure  you  of  my  disposition  to  co-operate  with  you 
at  any  time,  most  willingly,  when  necessity  may  arise. 

I am,  major,  your  most  obedient, 

R.  C.  WOOD, 

Commanding  Light  Artillery  and  Cavalry. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smithy  May  18,  1863. 

D.  B..  QoovwRj  Brigadier- General : 

General  : Your  letter  inclosing  Stand  Watie’s  report  was  received 
last  night.  I shall  wait  anxiously  for  further  information.  If  Phillips 
goes  up  and  crosses  the  Arkansas  above  you,  I am  afraid  we  shall  have 
to  fight  him  before  we  are  ready  to  do  so.  Avoid  an  engagement,  if 
such  should  be  the  case,  as  long  as  possible,  to  get  time  for  the  troops 
from  this  place  to  join  you. 

Your  directions  will  have  been  answered  by  last  courier,  directing 
you  to  send  to  Bonham  for  ammunition.  The  powder  brought  from 
San  Antonio  is  all  tested  before  being  used  ; it  will  be  well  to  have  the 
cartridges  you  have  filled  with  that  iiowder.  The  musket  caps  would 
have  been  sent  to  you,  or  most  of  them.  I have  directed  some  lead 
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which  was  forwarded  to  me  froui  Bonham  to  be  stopjied  at  Scullyville 
and  sent  to  you ; there  is  about  1,100  pounds.  West’s  battei  y has  gone 
on  with  Speight.  All  the  artillery  now  amounts  to  the  three  iron  guns 
in  Cabell’s  brigade  and  the  battery  with  you.  Are  there  not  a few  shot 
and  shell  at  McCulloch  which  can  be  fixed  ? The  cartridges  with  the 
howitzers  are  entirely  too  small,  and  the  powder  is  not  good.  Have  it 
looked  to. 

I have  five  companies  in  Washington  and  Benton  Counties.  I have 
moved  Carroll’s  regiment  (all  that  are  not  detached)  to  the  prairie  be- 
yond Scullyville,  and  have  ordered  a company  of  infantry  to  Biddle’s, 
to  protect  the  flour  which  has  accumulated  there.  I wish,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, that  you  would  draw  flour  from  that  place,  as  there  has  been  much 
more  sent  there  than  I think  advisable. 

Direct  your  quartermaster  to  establish  some  express  stations  on  the 
route  to  this  place,  for  more  rapid  communication  in  case  of  necessity. 
In  addition  to  having  written  for  yourself  on  the  subject  of  arms,  I made 
a requisition  for  twenty-five  hundred  stand  not  long  since.  I fear  that 
we  have  all  that  can  be  obtained  from  Little  Bock.  Captain  [J.  F.] 
Crosby  may  iDossibly  get  a few  arms,  but  I doubt  it.  We  must  do  the 
best  we  can  with  the  means  now  in  our  hands,  if,  indeed,  these  are  not 
taken  away.  I learn,  unofficially,  that  Lane’s  regiment  has  gone  to 
Louisiana.  General  Cabell,  who  is  familiar  with  the  country,  says  the 
place  mentioned  in  your  letter  to  fortify  is  as  good  a one  as  can-  be 
found. 

I know  nothing  of  [T.  J.]  Mackey’s  assistants.  Defenses  against  such 
artillery  as  Phillips'has  are  not  difficult  to  make ; rifle-pits  and  sufficient 
barricades  to  prevent  a sudden  rush  are  the  first  things  to  be  attended 
to.  I have  no  engineers  with  me.  Colonel  Long  can  give  you  some 
assistance  in  selecting  your  ground  ; also  Captain  [B.  W.]  Lee. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  ArJc.^  May  19,  1863. 

General  S.  Cooper,  C.  S.  Army, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  Eicliinond : 

General  : I regret  much  to  make  the  treatment  I have  received  as 
commander  of  this  department  a subject  of  complaint,  but  I cannot,  in 
justice  to  myself,  rest  quiet  under  the  official  indignities  I have  lately 
received. 

When  I reported  to  General  Holmes,  in  December  last,  I was  assigned 
to  a command  in  the  Indian  country  after  it  had  been  oflered  to  other 
brigadiers  and  declined.  The  country  was  destitute  of  nearly  every- 
thing, and  its  resources  exhausted.  The  troops  given  me  were  so  much 
demoralized  that  they  had,  most  of  them,  been  distributed  among  other 
troops  to  keep  down  their  insubordination.  I have  been  allowed  by 
Lieutenant-General  Holmes  great  latitude  in  my  operations  (perhaps 
greater  than  my  rank  would  justify),  and,  in  consequence,  I had  been 
enabled  to  get  a portion  of  my  troops  in  a position  where  they  could 
be  used  to  adAmnta'ge.  When,  in  accordance  with  the  plans  I had  de- 
termined upon,  I ordered  Speight’s  infantry  brigade  to  move  from  the 
points  on  Bed  Biver  where  I had  been  obliged  to  send  it  to  procure  sup- 
plies, and  when  all  the  armed  men  were  en  route  almost  half  way  to  this 
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place,  it  was  diverted  from  its  destination  by  orders  sent  direct  to  the 
brigade  commander.  The  only  battery  I had  in  my  whole  command  was 
thus  taken  from  me,  it  having  been  attached  to  the  infantry  brigade. 
Since  that  time  I have  learned  that  Lane’s  cavalry  regiment,  which 
some  months  ago  had  been  ordered  to  Ked  Kiver  to  collect  its  stragglers 
and  refit  (having  lost  everything  in  the  operations  of  General  Hindman 
last  winter),  has  also  gone  to  Louisiana,  under  orders  direct  to  the  colo- 
nel of  the  regiment.  Of  these  orders,  though  given  in  the  first  instance 
a month  since,  I have  had  no  notice  whatever  from  the  authority  whence 
they  emanated. 

The  })ropriety  of  diverting  these  troops  it  is  not  my  province  to  crit- 
icise. 1 can  only  say  that  it  jireveuted  a movement  which  I had  con- 
templated, and  which  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  coincidently  recom- 
mended, and  which,  I believe,  would  have  relieved  the  Indian  country 
of  the  enemy’s  presence.  But  it  is  not  of  that  I complain. 

I have  been  treated  with  indignity  in  having  troops  withdrawn  from 
my  command  during  the  operations  of  a campaign,  by  orders  to  my 
subordinates,  without  a copy  or  even  a note  of  explanation. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Camp  Graham,  near  Gainesville,  Ark., 

Wednesday j May  20,  1863 — 5 t>.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price, 

Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate  States^  Little  Bocl:,  Arlc.  : 

Dear  General  : I have  just  returned  from  a ten  days’  scout  through 
Southeastern  Missouri.  I wrote  to  you  from  Clarketon  several  days 
ago,  and  sent  the  letter  to  this  camp  to  be  forwarded  by  the  courier, 
but  u])on  my  return  1 learn  that  the  letter  w^as  never  receiv^ed  here,  and 
therefore  I will  mention  the  subject  of  the  letter  again,  although  it  may 
still  reach  you. 

You  have  seen  the  call  for  the  convention  to  meet  on  the  15th  of  June. 
Mr.  Bartlett  and  Judge  Hough  are  in  our  reach,  and  will  either  go  to 
or  remain  from  the  convention  as  you  may  desire.  1 saw  Mr.  Bartlett, 
and  can  correspond  with  Judge  Hough,  and  probably  you  would  like 
to  correspond  with  them  upon  the  subject.  Elections  have  been  or- 
dered to  fill  vacancies,  and  Mosely  is  a candidate  in  the  Madrid  dis- 
trict. 

I made  a speech  in  Bloomfield,  on  the  12th,  to  the  citizens  of  Stod- 
dard County,  and  assured  them  that  the  actions  of  the  men  on  the 
Marmaduke  raid  would  not  be  approved  by  you,  and  that  we  had  con- 
versed about  the  matter,  and  I knew  your  sentiments,  and  that  you 
would  not  war  upon  old  men  and  women  and  children.  I am  sure  that 
I did  some  good,  at  least  I hope  so.  I send  you  the  papers  as  late  as 
the  13th  instant.  It  seems  that  Yan  Dorn  has  been  killed. 

The  report  at  Madrid  was  that  Grant  had  been  driven  back.  I went 
within  a few  miles  of  New  Madrid  and  remained  there  two  days.  I was 
disappointed  in  not  getting  recruits,  but  many  promised  to  come  as 
soon  as  the  corn  is  laid  by.  I will  go  over  to  Jacksonport  in  a few  days, 
that  I may  hear  from  Mrs.  Thompson,  and  I may  go  on  down  to  Little 
Kock,  if  I cannot  have  her  brought  up.  Bespects  to  the  statf. 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

M.  JEFF.  THOMPSON. 
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Headquarters  Oarter^s  Command, 

May  20,  1863. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewino,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : Indorsed  herewitli  is  a communication  from  Colonel  Dobbin.* 
I ordered  bim  to  report,  in  person,  to-day,  and,  if  I can  get  him  under 
my  authority,  will  have  him  encamped  in  this  neighborhood,  and  his 
small  pox  cases  placed  in  a pest-house.  I believe  that  the  account  of 
small-pox  in  his  regiment  has  been  exaggerated;  it  is  certainly  of  a 
very  mild  type. 

Colonel  Chrism  an,  contrary  to  my  orders,  escorted  a Federal  flag  of 
truce  14  miles  through  our  lines,  in  defiance  of  ray  pickets,  and  intended 
to  bring  it  here,  but  was  prevented  by  Lieutenant  Killings  worth,  com- 
mander of  pickets.  Major  Scudder,  of  the  Fifth  Kansas,  bearing  the 
flag,  has  a communication  to  General  Marmaduke.  As  soon  as  it 
reaches  my  headquarters,  it  will  be  forwarded. 

A good  deal  of  dissatisfaction,  verging  on  mutiny,  has  manifested 
itself  in  the  brigade,  which  I will  investigate  at  once,  and  report  fully 
after  so  doing.  From  what  I can  learn,  it  is  avowedly  caused  by  my 
personal  interferences  with  the  men  and  companies,  a written  state- 
ment to  that  effect  having  been  handed  to  Major  Hill,  inspector-general. 
I believe  other  causes  are  operating,  but  will  not  state  them  till  better 
informed. 

The  pickets  and  scouts  report  no  movement  of  the  enemy  from  Mem- 
phis or  Helena. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  CABTER. 


Abstract  from  field  return  of  MarmaduTce^s  cavalry  division,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  J. 
S.  MarmaduTce,  May  20,  1863;  headquarters  Jachsonport,  Ark. 


Present  for 
duty. 

t 
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si 
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Command. 


Shelby’s  brigade.. . 

Carter’s  brigade 

Greene’s  brigade 

Eurbrid  ge’ s brigad  e 
Kitchen’s  battalion 

Total 


356 


1,252 

1,  482 

2,471 

866 

1,174 

1 1, 703 

718 

941 

i 1, 299 

903 

1,215 

1 1, 685 

222 

313 

792 

4,  021 

5, 125 

1 7, 950 

Organization  of  MarmadttMs  command.^  May  20,  1863. 


Carter^s  Brigade. 

Col.  Geohge  W.  Carter. 

Burford’s  regiment,  Col.  N.  M.  Burford. 
CarteFs  regiment,  Lieut.  Col.  D.  C.  Gid- 
dings. 

Morgan’s  squadron,  Maj.  C.  L.  Morgan. 
Reves’  partisan  couqjany. 

Pratt’s  battery,  Capt.  J.  H.  Pratt. 


Bin-bridge’s  Brigade. 

Col.  John  Q.  Burbridge. 

Burbridge’s  regiment,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  J. 
Preston. 

Newton’s  regiment.  Col.  R.  C.  Newton. 


Not  found. 


84G 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Ciiai*.  XXXIV. 


Shelby’8  Brigade. 

Col.  Joseph  O.  Shelby. 

Jeans’  regiment,  Col.  Beal  Gr.  Jeans. 
Shelby’s  regiment,  Lieut.  Col.  B.  F.  Gor- 
don. 

Thompson’s  regiment,  Col.  G.  W.  Thomp- 
son. 

Elliott’s  battalion,  Maj.  Benjamin  Elliott. 
Shanks’  battalion,  Maj.  David  Shanks. 
Collins’  battery,  Capt.  Richard  A.  Collins. 


Greene’s  Brigade. 

Col.  Colton  Gbeene. 

Greene’s  regiment,  Lieut.  Col.  Leonidas 
C.  Campbell. 

Jeffers’  regiment,  Col.  W.  L.  Jeffers. 
Young’s  battalion.  Col.  M.  L.  Young. 
Brown’s  battery,*  Capt.  L,  T.  Brown. 
Hamilton’s  battery,  Lieut.  James  L.  Ham- 
ilton. 


Unattached. 

Kitchen’s  battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  S.  G.  Kitchen. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La..,  May  22,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  Taylor, 

Commanding  District  of  Western  Louisiana  : 

General:  The  following  dispatch  was  received  this  morning,  viz.: 


McCulloch  can  command  the  infantry  division  well.  I have  great,  the  greatest, 
need  of  J.  G;  Walker,  to  command  the  division  of  cavalry  now  under  Marmaduke, 
who  is  not  equal  to  it.  I earnestly  request  that  you  order  him  to  come  at  once. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant-General. 


General  Smith  directs  that  j’ou  will  consult  General  Walker  as  to  his 
wishes,  and,  if  he  desires  it,  order  him  at  once  to  General  Holmes. 

I remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  BOGGS, 

Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

IS'o.  13.  j Shreveport,  La.,  May  23,  1863. 

The  following  officers  are  announced  upon  the  staff  of  the  lieutenant- 
general  commanding : Col.  William  H.  Trader,  volunteer  aide-de-camp, 
and  Maj.  G.  M.  Bryan,  assistant  adjutant-general. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith: 

H.  P.  PE  ATT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  May  23,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  District  of  Arkansas,  Little  Roclc,  ArJe.  : 

General  : I inclose  an  order  for  Brig.  Gen.  E.  Greer  to  report  in 
person  at  these  headquarters;  also  an  order  directing  Brig.  Gen.  L. 
M.  .Walker  to  report  to  you  for  duty. 

Lieutenant-General  Smith  thinks  that  Brigadier-General  Walker  may 
be  able  to  do  good  service  east  of  the  White  Eiver,  and  directs  that  a 
l)ortion  of  the  cavalry  now  under  General  Marmaduke  be  assigned  to 
him. 


Ordered  to  Little  Rock. 
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Your  dispatch  for  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Walker  has  been  received.  If 
General  Walker  is  willing  to  relinquish  his  present  command,  he  will 
be  sent  to  you. 

If  General  Eust  has  been  assigned  to  duty  in  this  department,  he 
should  certainly  have  reported  at  these  headquarters.  If  his  orders  are 
not  from  the  War  Department  at  Eichmond,  you  are  directed  to  order 
him  back  to  the  headquarters  from  which  his  orders  emanated,  unless 
you  have  need  for  his  services,  in  which  case  you  can  assign  him  to 
duty. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Smith : 

W.  E.  BOGGS, 

Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smithy  Arh.,  May  24,  1863. 

Maj.  W.  B.  Blair, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Genera f District  of  Arkansas  : 

Major  : I am  in  receipt  of  reliable  information  to  the  effect  that  a 
force,  consisting  of  two  regiments  Pike’s  Peak  and  one  regiment  Kan- 
sas troops,  left  Springfield  about  the  17th  instant,  to  re-enforce  Phillips ; 
also  that  Cloud  was  at  Bentonville  a few  days  since,  where  he  made 
prisoners  of  Lieutenant  [J.  Y.]  Lee,  of  CarrolPs  regiment,  and  5 men. 
Cloud’s  command  consisted  of  350  men,  with  two  howitzers  and  two 
rifled  guns.  The  want  of  artillery  will  be  a great  disadvantage  to  us, 
the  enemy  being  greatly  superior  in  number  and  size  of  pieces. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  May  24,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 

General:  I am  just  in  the  receipt  of  reliable  information  that  two 
regiments  Pike’s  Peak  troops  started  from  Springfield  on  the  17th,  and 
one  regiment  Kansas,  to  re-enforce  Phillips.  Cloud  was  at  Bentonville 
with  350  Kansas  troops,  two  howitzers,  and  two  rifled  guns.  He  took  a 
lieutenant  and  5 men  prisoners,  and  left,  going  toward  Camp  Walker 
or  Pineville.  He  is  probably  bound  for  Phillips  with  the  remainder  of 
the  Sixth  Kansas.  I think  it  will  be  well  you  to  send  a large  well- 
mounted  scout  up  the  west  side  of  Grand  Eiver.  Probably  the  burning 
which  Lieutenant  Dismukes  speaks  of  at  Gibson  was  the  destruction 
of  buildings  outside,  which  might  afford  protection  to  riflemen.  Cap- 
tain Cabell,  writing' on  the  20th,  says  the  wagons  (ammunition)  will 
start  early  in  the  morning  to  General  Cooper. 

It  is  useless  to  apply  for  cannon.  I have  exhausted  every  means  in 
my  power  to  that  end  without  success,  unless  Captain  Crosby  succeeds, 
as  I see  that  General  Magruder  was  expected  back  from  the  Eio  Grande 
on  the  13th.  I soon  shall  know  if  he  succeeds  or  not.  Pack-saddles 
were  ordered  sent  to  Boggy  j if  they  have  arrived,  you  can  get  what  you 
want.  Three  hundred  were  ordered  to  be  made. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smithj  May  25,  1863. 


Brig.  Geu.  D.  H.  Cooper, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 


General  : I have  carefully  considered  the  propositions  of  Col.  Stand 
Watie.  A week  or  ten  days  since,  had  we  possessed  the  information  we 
now  have,  it  would  have  done  well.  Kow  nearly  all  the  men  are  away 
from  this  place.  Colonel  Monroe  has  gone  in'  the  direction  of  Maysville 
and  Grand  Eiver,  with  all  the  available  men  of  his  regiment,  and  a por- 
tion of  Carroll’s  regiment  is  in  Washington  County;  the  remainder, 
little  over  200  men,  near  Scullyville.  Eight  skeleton  companies  of  in- 
fantry, numbering  150  men  for  duty,  is  the  garrison  of  Fort  Smith. 
From  this  you  will  see  what  small  assistance  can  be  given,  at  this  time, 
to  carry  out  the  scheme  proposed. 

General  Cabell’s  brigade,  having  been  assigned  to  my  command,  would 
convey  the  idea  of  a respectable  force,  which  is  an  erroneous  idea. 
Monroe’s  and  Carroll’s  regiments,  both  weak,  are  all  that  have  eA^er  been 
here.  The  balance  consists  of  companies  and  battalions  scattered 
through  the  country,  some  of  which  are  only  known  byname,  and,  having 
been  raised  as  partisans,  with  a view  to  local  defense,  it  is  a matter  of 
doubt  if  any  great  number  of  them  can  be  brought  together.  General 
Cabell  has  three  iron  guns,  for  which  he  has  received  no  ammunition 
since  his  attack  upon  Fayetteville;  consequently  he  has  a very  small 
supply.  I have  no  shot,  no  shell,  and  should  have  had  neither  powder, 
lead,  nor  caps  had  I awaited  to  get  these  articles  through  the  regular 
channels. 

I have  urged  General  Holmes  to  let  me  have  some  of  Marmaduke’s 
caA^alry,  to  assist  in  capturing  Phillips  and  his  re-enforcements.  I 
doubt  if  I shall  get  them.  General  Cabell  requires  three  hundred  and 
fifty  guns  to  arm  the  men  of  his  two  regiments.  I regret  this  state  of 
affairs. 

Please  show  this  letter  to  Col.  Stand  Watie. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters, 

Fort  Smith,  Arh.,  May  26,  [1863.] 

Brigadier-General  Cooper, 

General  : I have  order^^'paptain  Folsom,  with  all  the  Choctaws,  to 
join  the  regiment.  I will  order  Hardin  back  by  the  first  opportunity  1 
have  to  communicate  with  him.  A gentleman,  through  direct  from 
Missouri,  tells  me  that  it  was  stated  in  the  Leavenworth  Herald  that 
three  regiments  were  ordered  from  Springfield  to  Fort  Scott.  He  fur- 
ther states  that  three  regiments  had  left  Springfield  and  gone  one  day’s 
march  toward  Vernon,  on  the  way  to  Fort  Scott.  This  may  have  caused 
the  report  that  these  troops  were  en  route  to  re-enforce  Phillips.  Colo- 
nel Monroe’s  operations  near  Maysville  and  toward  Grand  Eiver  will 
interfere  with  the  enemy’s  communications.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri says  that  the  negro  regiment  had  gone  from  Fort  Scott  to  Baxter 
Spring,  on  the  neutral  land. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Bochy  ArJc.,  May  21  y 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price, 

Commanding  Divisiony  d;c.,  Little  Roclcy  Arh. : 

General  : Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  commanding  the  District  of 
Arkansas,  directs  that  you  take  Parsons’  and  McEae’s  brigades,  and 
with  them  proceed  to  a point  in  the  vicinity  of  Jacksonport,  at  which 
you  will  establish  your  headquarters.  On  arriving  there  you  will  as- 
sume command  of  the  trooi)s  of  the  Confederate  States  in  that  neigh- 
borhood and  toward  the  borders  of  Missouri.  You  will  make  a careful 
and  critical  examination  into  the  condition  of  the  troops  now  there,  and 
report  to  these  headquarters  any  changes  in  their  organization  you  may 
desire  to  recommend.  You  will  take  the  most  active  measures  to  ascer- 
tain the  localities,  strength,  and  movements  of  the  enemy  in  your  front, 
especially  in  Missouri,  and  promptly  advise  these  headquarters  of  any 
occurrence  of  consequence.  You  are  charged  with  the  duty  of  super- 
intending the  recruiting  service  in  Northern  Arkansas  and  Missouri, 
and  will  require  all  officers  having  permits  to  raise  troops  in  Missouri, 
or  from  among  Missourians,  to  report  to  you,  and  will  give  such  instruc- 
tions regulating  their  actions  as  shall,  in  your  discretion,  seem  best  for 
the  interests  of  the  service. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes: 

W.  B.  BLAIE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Camp  near  Diamond  Grove,  Mo., 

May  28,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price.,  Confederate  States  Army  : 

General:  Please  find  inclosed  two  letters,  or  true  copies,  the  orig- 
inals being  retained,  from  General  Blunt  and  Colonel  Williams.*  You 
will  see  from  these  letters  the  deplorable  situation  of  our  friends  in 
Southwestern  Missouri.  We  have  but  a small  force  in  this  part  of  the 
State.  Colonel  Cofi'ee  has  joined  me  with  a small  force  of  unorganized 
troops,  and  will  co-operate  with  me,  but  our  combined  forces  are  yet  too 
small  to  prevent  the  threatened  destruction  of  our  country.  A negro 
regiment  is  stationed  at  Baxter  Springs,  near  the  mouth  of  Shoal  Creek, 
who  have  all  the  hellish  passions  belonging  to  their  race.  About  600 
militia,  under  Colonel  Crittenden,  are  stationed  at  Newtonia,  and  about 
100  at  Neosho,  which  constitute  the  entire  Federal  forces  that  are  sta- 
tioned in  this  vicinity.  Can  you,  and  will  you,  use  your  influence  in 
sending  a sufficient  force  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  the  people  of  your 
own  State,  who  are  being  subjected  to  outrages  unparalleled  in  this,  and 
unprecedented  in  any  other,  war?  . We  make  this  api^eal  to  you  who  can 
appreciate  our  sufferings  and  can  idead  our  cause,  beiug  one  of  us.  Col. 
Warner  Lewis  is  also  here,  who  has  just  escaped  from  the  Indians,  and 
consequently  without  a force.  He  will  make  a report  of  the  unfortunate 
disaster  he  escaped.  It.  is  currently  reported  here  that  Colonel  Coffee 
will  soon  be  restored  to  the  command  of  his  regiment  j if  such  should  be 
the  case,  we  hope  that  he  will  be  allowed  to  operate  in  this  section  of 
the  country.  His  knowledge  of  this  country,  and  the  unbounded  confi- 
dence of  the  people  in  him,  demand  that  this  should  be  the  field  of  his 
operations.  Idie  forces  at  Fort  Scott  and  Lincoln  wfill  not  exceed  300. 


* Not  found. 
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I supply  myself  with  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  enemy  without 
much  difficulty.  1 herewith  send  you  a report  of  operations  since  leav- 
ing the  Arkansas  Kiver. 

I remain,  yours,  &c., 

T.  E.  LIVINGSTON, 

Major,  Commanding  Confederate  Forees, 


Headquarters  Carter’s  Command,  May  30,  1863. 
Maj.  Henry  Ewing,  Assistant  Adjutant ^ General : 

Major:  Inclosed  find  letter  from  Colonel  Kitchen,*  reporting  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  above.  I have  written  to  him,  directing  him  to 
picket  Chalk  Bluff,  placing  his  command  at  an  intermediate  point,  acces- 
sible to  forage  and  water,  between  Chalk  Bluff  and  Brown’s  Ferry;  then 
to  picket  Brown’s  Ferry.  Have  informed  him  that  I should  report  to 
division  headquarters  for  instructions  relative  to  re-enforcements,  &c. 
If  Kitchen’s  statement  is  reliable  in  every  particular,  relative  to  the  force 
of  the  enemy  and  forage,  and  if  the  enemy  should  move  to  Brown’s  Ferry, 
there  is  but  one  of  two  courses  to  pursue,  to  wit,  re-enforce  him,  so  as 
to  enable  him  to  keep  his  forage  and  subsistence,  or  else  remove  the 
major  portion  of  the  command  to  this  point,  leaving  for  fficket  duty  on 
Upper  Saint  Francis  only  such  number  as  may  be  able  to  find  forage 
and  subsistence.  With  my  present  light,  the  latter  course  seems  to  me 
to  be  most  judicious.  Before  doing  either,  however,  I recommend  that 
more  certain  and  later  news  of  the  enemy’s  force  and  movements  be 
obtained. 

' I respectfully  ask  for  instructions  in  the  premises.  It  is  about  110 
miles  from  this  point  to  Chalk  Bluff.  You  will  find  in  an  open  envelope 
a communication  addressed  to  Major  [ W.  B.]  Blair.*  Please  submit  the 
papers  to  General  Marmaduke,  and  request  him  to  give  them  such  in- 
dorsement as  he  may  deem  proper,  before  forwarding  them  to  Little 
Eock.  No  news  additional  of  the  enemy’s  movements,  either  from 
Memphis  or  Helena.  Men  and  horses  recuperating.  No  news  from 
Vicksburg  in  addition  to  that  already  given.  Greene’s  men  and  horses 
also  rapidly  improving. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  CAETEE, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 


[May  30,  1863. — For  Smith  to  Pemberton,  in  reference  to  co  opera- 
tion, see  Series  1,  Vol.  XXIV.] 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  14.  ] • Shreveport,  La.,  May  30,  1863. 

Col.  S.  S.  Anderson,  assistant  adjutant-general,  having  reported  for 
duty,  is  announced  as  assistant  adjutant-general,  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
partment. 

Bv  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smiths 

' H.  P.  PEATT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[May  31,  1863. — For  Johnston  to  Smith,  in  reference  to  succor  of 
Port  Hudson,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXVI.] 


Not  found. 
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Abstract  from  approximate  re, tarn  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  commanded  by 
Lieut.  Gen.  D.  Kirby  Smith,  for  May,  1863;  headquarters  Shreveport,  La. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Pieces  of  artillery. 

Aggregate  present. 

A ggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Officers. 

Men. 

1 

j 

tA, 

> 

es 

o 

w 

Field. 

Mountain. 

District  of  A^Lfinsaa  (TTnlmp.a) 

1,421 

424 

17, 772 
6, 430 

22,  264 
8, 1-25 

34, 551 
11,470 

District  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona 
(Magruder).  * 

District  of  West  Louisiana  (Taylor)  t 

11 

23 

1 

Total  - 

1,  845 

24,  202 

11 

23 

1 

30, 389 

46,  021 

Composition  of  FrosVs  division  {Defenses  of  Lower  Arlcansas)^  May  31, 

1863. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  John  B.  Clark,  Jr. 

Clark’s  regiment,  Lieut.  Col.  M.  W. 
Buster. 

Mitchell’s  regiment, Col.  Chas.  S.  Mitchell. 
Musser’s  battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  H.  Mus- 
ser. 

Ruffner’s  battery,  Capt.  S.  T.  Ruffner. 


Not  brigaded. 

19th  Arkansas,  Col.  C.  L.  Dawson. 

12th  Texas  Cavalry,  Col.  W.  H.  Parsons. 
Rector’s  company,^  Capt.  W.  G.  Rector. 
Richardson’s  company,  Lieut.  J.  J. 
Brooks. 

Peoples’  company,  Lieut.  S.  J.  Peoples.* 
McKie’s  (Texas)  squadron,  Capt.  M.  M. 
Boggess. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

N’o.  71.  ) Little  Bock,  Arlc.,  June  2,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  M.  Walker,  havmg  reported  for  duty,  is  assigned  to  the 
command  of  a brigade,  to  be  composed  of  Dobbin’s  and  ifewton’s  regi- 
ments Arkansas  cavalry.  He  will  proceed  without  delay  to  organize 
this  brigade.  This  Arkansas  brigade  and  Carter’s  brigade  Texas  troops 
will  form  a division,  to  be  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Walker, 
who,  with  his  division,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  district  of 
country  lying  between  the  Lower  White. Eiver  and  the  Saint  Francis 
and  Mississippi  Eivers.  Brigadier-General  Walker  will  report  direct 
to  these  headquarters. 

Greene’s,  Burbridge’s,  and  Jeffers’  regiments  and  Kitchen’s  battalion 
Missouri  troops  will  form  a brigade,  to  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  J. 
S.  Marmaduke.  This  brigade  and  Shelby’s  brigade  Missouri  troops  will 
form  a division,  to  be  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Marmaduke. 

The  brigadier-generals  in  command  of  divisions  will  also  exercise 
immediate  command  over  their  respective  brigades. 

**#**## 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes : 

W.  B.  BLAIE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

^ Five  regiments  cavalry  not  included;  estimated  3,500. 

t No  returns  received. 

t Note  on  original  return. — This  return  cannot  be  made  complete,  owing  to 
omissions  in  brigade  returns.  The  totals  and  aggregate  are  believed  to  be  nearly 
correct. 

^ Refugees  from  Arkansas  I’ost. 


852  MO.,  AKK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 

Headquartees  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  June  3,  1863. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond : 

General  : I inclose  to  you,  for  the  consideration  of  the  President, 
the  correspondence  in  regard  to  the  charge  that  General  McKeil  had 
murdered  ten  citizens  of  Missouri.* 

You  will  see  that  I have  not  recognized  the  position  assumed  by 
General  Curtis,  that  there  are  no  Contederate  citizens  in  Missouri.  In 
consequence  of  the  time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  alleged  murder, 
the  effect  of  retaliation  now  could  not  be  so  salutary  as  if  made  at  an 
earlier  May. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  3,  1863. 
General  E.  Kirby  Smith,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General  : You  will  recollect  that  in  the  conversation  which  I had 
the  honor  to  have  with  you  while  here,  you  concurred  with  me  fully  in 
the  importance  I attached  to  having  organized  detachments,  with  some 
artilleiy,  at  favorable  points  on  the  Mississippi,  above  Vicksburg,  to 
endanger  and  destroy  the  vessels  and  frail  transports  of  the  enemy 
passing  up  or  down,  frequently  laden  with  troops.  It  really  seems  to 
me,  if  this  service  were  properly  organized  and  under  efficient  officers, 
transportation  on  the  river  would  be  most  seriously  impeded,  if  not 
actually  arrested.  At  this  time  particularly  such  service  would  be 
an  inestimable  auxiliary  to  our  defense  of  Vicksburg  and  command  of 
the  Mississippi  River.  I am  induced,  in  this  connection,  to  invite  your 
attention  to  a special  corps  which  was  employed  last  winter,  before 
high  water,  in  this  kind  of  service,  even  without  artillery,  with  signal 
success. 

A gentleman  of  character  and  intelligence,  Mr.  Asa  Hodges,  of 
Arkansas,  who  has  a plantation  very  nearly  opposite  Memphis,  some 
12  miles  back  from  the  river,  informs  me  that  two  companies.  Cap- 
tains McGehee’s  and  Barton’s,  of  Major  Ghrisman’s  battalion,  composed 
largely  of  ])ilots  and  river-boatmen,  were  stationed  near  him,  and  to  his 
knowledge  did  much  injury  on  the  river,  and  performed  many  acts  of 
signal  gallantry,  taking  several  boats  and  many  barges,  and  cutting  one 
or  more  out  from  within  half  a mile  of  Memphis  itself.  He  is  satisfied 
that  these  men  had  an  understanding  with  many  pilots  and  others  with 
friendly  feelings,  on  the  boats  of  the  enemy,  and  says  if  they  only  could 
have  been  allowed  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  captures,  they  would  cer- 
tainly have  done  much  more  mischief  and  made  still  more  daring  cap- 
tures, and  he  does  not  hesitate  to  avow  his  confidence  that  they  could 
and  would  have  well-nigh  stopped  transportation  on  the  river  at  that 
point.  He  urges  this  plan  with  such  men  earnestly,  both  as  an  addi- 
tional stimuftint  to  them  and  as  affording  them  the  means  of  bribing 
and  inducing  their  fellows  among  the  rivermen  with  the  enemy  to  con- 
nive at  or  aid  their  operations. 

^See  Holmes  to  Curtis,  December  7,T862,  Part  I,p.  816;  Curtis  to  Holmes,  Decem- 
ber 27, 1862,  Part  I,  p.  879  ; also  Smith  to  Curtis,  June  3,  1863,  p.  307. 
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I 'do  not  feel  willing,  without  the  sanction  of  your  judgment,  to 
direct  a mode  of  proceeding  usually  adverse  to  discipline  and  some- 
what calculated  to  demoralize  troops  j but  my  informant,  without  other 
than  patriotic  interest  in  the  matter,  and  evidently  a man  of  observa- 
tion and  intelligence,  urges  the  course  so  decidedly  that  I am  induced 
to  think  the  idan  in  this  case  might  work  well,  and  to  authorize  its 
adoption  if  not  disapproved  by  your  judgment.  They  might  be  simplj’ 
authorized  to  act  as  partisans,  or  not  be  held  to  account  by  the  quarter- 
masters or  the  Government  for  their  captures. 

At  Jill  events,  from  the  peculiar  constitution  of  these  companies,  and, 
perhaps,  the  whole  battalion,  I am  inclined  strongly  to  believe  that  they 
could  not  be  better  employed  than  on  this  river  service,  and  I recom- 
mend that  if  they  have  been  withdrawn,  as  is  x>robable  during  high 
water,  they  should  be  returned,  with  some  light  pieces  of  artillery  and 
artillerists,  to  that  field  of  operations,  and  be  devoted  to  that  service. 

I have  requested  Mr.  Hodges,  who  bears  this  letter,  if  practicable, 
to  see  you,  and  if  not.  General  Holmes,  and  add  by  his  personal  ex- 
planations to  the  force  of  the  suggestions  I have  made,  so  that  the 
l)ian  may  be  secured  a fair  hearing  and  due  consideration  on  the  part 
of  those  on  whose  judgment  full  reliance  is  placed. 

With  high  esteem,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Bock,  Ark.,  June  3,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterlino  Price, 

Commanding,  Ac.,  near  Jacksonport,  Ark. : 

General  : I am  instructed  by  Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  command- 
ing District  of  Arkansas,  to  say  that  he  designs  Shelby^s  brigade  to  be 
held  in  readiness  for  immediate  movement.  It  is  the  purpose  of  Lieu- 
tenant-General Holmes  to  emiiloy  it  west  of  Arkansas  for  a special 
purpose. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  BLAIE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  15.  ) Shreveport,  La.,  June  3,  1863. 

I.  All  soldiers  escaped  from  Arkansas  Post  who  have  not  reported 
for  duty,  will  do  so  at  once,  at  the  following  points,  viz : Troops  from 
Arkansas,  at  Little  Bock,  and  from  Texas,  at  Shreveport.  Those  wLo 
do  not  comply  with  this  order  immediately,  and  whom  it  may  become 
necessary  to  arrest  for  failure  to  do  so,  will  be  treated  as  deserters. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  Greer,  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate  States, 
is  assigned  to  duty  as  commandant  of  conscripts  for  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department,  an^l  will  establish  his  headquarters  at  Shreveport, 
La.  Commandants  of  conscripts  for  the  several  districts  within  the  de- 
partiuent  will  make  their  reports  and  returns  to  General  Greer,  and  be 
under  and  subject  to  his  orders. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General . 
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General  Orders,  ^ Headquarters  Conscript  Bureau, 

^ Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  1.  } Shreveport^  La.,  June  3,  1863. 


By  virtue  of  General  Orders,  No.  15,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes 
command  of  conscripts  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

******  * 

E.  GREEK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  June  4,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Little  Eoch,  Ar/c.  ; 

General  : Your  communication  of  the  30th  ultimo,*  inclosing  the 
correspondence  between  yourself  and  Major-General  Curtis,  of  the 
United  States  Armj^,  relative  to  the  alleged  murder  of  Confederate 
citizens  in  Missouri,  has  been  received  and  laid  before  the  lieutenant- 
general  commanding,  who  directs  me  to  say  he  has  referred  the  whole 
subject  to  the  authorities  at  Richmond.!  In  consequence  of  the  time 
that  has  elapsed  since  the  alleged  murder,  he  thinks  the  effect  of  retali- 
ation now  could  not  be  as  salutarj'  as  if  made  at  an  earlier  day. 

1 inclose  you  a letter  from  Lieutenant-General  Smith  to  Major-General 
Curtis,'  which  he  wishes  you  to  forward  as  soon  as  practicable,  under 
flag  of  truce.l 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  June  4, 1863. 

Hon.  C.  G.  Memminger, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Eichmond,  Va. : 


• 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  you  make  some  arrange- 
ment to  supply  this  department  regularly  with  the  necessary  funds, 
when  the  present  amounts  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers  are  ex- 
hausted. All  communication  between  this  point  and  Richmond  is  now 
attended  with  great  hazard,  and,  owing  to  the  superior  nav^al  force  of 
the  enemy  on  the  Mississippi,  it  is  liable  at  any  time  to  interruption 
and,  possibly,  may  be  entirely  suspended.  To  provide  against  the  last- 
named  contingency,  I respectfully  suggest  that  tlie  notes  paid  into  the 
hands  of  receivers,  collectors,  and  depositors  be  reissued,  under  proper 
restrictions,  as  a i)art  of  the  monthly  issue  of  $50,000,000  authorized 
by  the  last  Congress.  I make  this  suggestion  because  I find  no  law 
prohibiting  the  reissue  of  the  notes,  and  more  especially  for  the  reason 
that  in  this  way  my  department  may  be  supplied  with  a large  portion 
of  the  requisite  funds,  without  the  Government  running  the  risk  or  in- 
curring the  expense  of  sending  them  across  the  Mississippi. 

In  anticipation  of  your  action  on  this  subject,  I have  issued  a circular 
to  the  depositaries  in  this  department,  requesting  them  to  retain,  with- 


* Not  foanfl. 

t See  Smith  to  Cooper,  June  8,  j).  852. 
tSee  Smith  to  Curtis,  June  3,  p.  307. 


Chap.  XXXIV.]  COKRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE. 


855 


out  cancellation,  the  notes  in  their  hands  until  further  instructions  are 
received  from  you.  Should  you  adopt  the  above  suggestions  or  any 
similar  plan,  you  will  recognize,  I trust,  the  great  importance  of  send- 
ing to  this  point  an  officer  of  the  Treasury  of  tried  integrity  and  ex- 
perience, invested  with  full  authority  and  instructions  to  regulate  the 
operations  of  your  department  on  this  side  of  the  river. 

I feel  a special  solicitude  that  the  credit  of  the  Government  should  be 
sustained  in  this  department,  and  I believe  it  highly  important  to  the 
interest  of  the  Confederate  States  that  it  be  so. 

This  is  a country  of  vast  resources,  heretofore  only  partially  devel- 
oped, but,  with  an  ample  supply  of  means  in  the  hands  of  disbursing 
officers,  I am  satisfied  the  arrangement  I have  made  will  result  in  so 
full  a development  that  it  will  become  self-sustaining  in  all  the  material 
of  war. 

I have  the  honor  to' be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


' Shreveport,  La.,  June  4,  1803. 

Gov.  Thomas  C.  Reynolds,  Camden^  Arh. : 

My  Dear  Sir:  Your  communications  Kos.  1 and  2 have  both  been 
received.*  I should  have  written  sooner,  but  for  ten  days  I have  been 
threatened  with  a bilious  attack.  Thanks  to  quinine,  blue-mass,  and 
quiet,  I have  warded  it  off,  and  now  feel  quite  well  again.  The  sugges- 
tion in  your  note  from  Washington  [Ark.]  is  in  accordance  with  my  pre- 
vious determination.  General  H.  [Holmes]  was  written  to  May  16 : 

I do  not  like  to  give  up  the  valley  of  the  Arkansas,  and  the  hope  of  entering  Mis- 
souri when  the  events  of  the  war  justify,  nor  will  it  be  ordered  except  in  extreme 
necessity.  You  will,  however,  so  make  your  dispositions  that,  should  the  necessity 
arise,  you  can  move  to  my  assistance  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

As  regards  the  foundry  at  Camden,  it  must  be  the  property  of  private 
parties.  Major  Rhett  is  expected  here  daily.  When  he  arrives,  the  matter 
will  be  submitted  to  him.  My  policy  is  to  develop  and  concentrate  only 
at  safe  points  the  means  for  making  the  department  self-sustaining. 

I have  written  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  regard  to  our  wants 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  The  cancelling  by  depositaries  of  the  notes 
funded,  1 find  to  be  a regulation  of  the  Treasury  Department.  They  can, 
therefore,  be  reissued  instead  by  orders  of  the  Secretary.  I havp  sug- 
gested to  him  the  expediency  of  having  an  officer  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment at  headquarters  with  extraordinary  powers,  who  shall  be  at 
the  head  of  the  department  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  urged  the  im- 
mediate appointing  of  the  necessary  officers  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  the  tax  bill. 

General  Holmes  has  been  written  to  by  me  that  the  effects  of  the 
partisan  and  guerrilla  warfare  now  waged  in  Missouri  is  only  to  entail 
new  persecution  and  misery  on  our  friends  there,  without  advancing  the 
cause  one  jot  or  tittle.”  Both  General  Price  and  himself  agree  with 
me  in  this  policy. 

Our  news  from  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Mississippi  exceeds  our  most 
sanguine  expectations.  General  Taylor’s  position,  with  Walker’s  divis- 
ion opposite  Vicksburg,  cuts  off  Grant’s  retreat,  and  completes  the  de- 
struction of  his  command,  I hope. 


Not  found. 
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Immediately  ou  the  arrival  of  Walker,  finding  him  too  late  for  Banks, 
I ordered  him,  with  General  Taylor,  by  New  liiver  and  the  Tensas,  to 
New  Carthage.  They  embarked  on  Catahoula  Lake  the  29th  of  last 
month,  and  should  have  reached  their  destination  the  1st  or  2d  instant. 
General  Holmes  telegraphed  me  to  know  if  the  operations  here  would 
militate  against  his  sending  Price  to  Northeastern  Arkansas.  I replied 
‘‘Not  if  any  good  were  to  be  gained.”  Helena  is  the  point  looked  to; 
it  is  the  strategic  point  in  that  section,  and,  if  a favorable  opportunity 
offers  for  securing  its  possession,  it  should  be  improved.  I hope,  how- 
ever, no  attempt  will  be  made  by  General  H.  [Holmes]  without  first 
obtaining  accurate  information  of  the  works,  the  strength,  garrison,  &c. 
I have  not  heard  from  him  since,  and  presume  the  ordering  of  Tappan’s 
brigade  to  Camden  has  prevented  the  execution  of  his  plan. 

Let  me  again  thank  you  for  the  interest  you  expressed  in  my  success, 
and  for  your  co-operation  in  the  work  of  improvement.  I hope  you 
will,  without  hesitation,  make  any  suggestions  or  representations  which 
may  occur  to  you.  My  wife  joins  with  me  in  kind  regards  to  you,  and 
hopes  to  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  some  time  this  summer  in 
Little  Eock. 

Yours,  truly  and  sincerelv, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport.,  La..,  June  4,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  District  of  Arlcansas.,  Little  Rock  : 

General  : Marmaduke’s  communication  of  the  21st  ultimo  was  re- 
ceived at  the  office  a few  days  since.  It  has  the  merit  of  being  bold 
in  its  conception,  but  would  require  a larger  force  than  could  now  be 
disposable  for  operations  on  that  frontier.  I am  still  of  the  opinion 
that  it  would  be  impolitic  and  unwise  to  make  any  move  on  Missouri,' 
except  with  a force  large  enough  to  give  reasonable  hopes  of  holding 
the  country.  In  Marmaduke’s  letter  he  speaks  of  employing  guerrilla 
bands.  No  good  can  result  from  either  encouraging  or  maintaining  that 
system  of  warfare  in  Missouri ; it  only  entails  additional  persecution  and 
distress  uxion  our  friends,  without  advancing  our  cause  in  that  State. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport.,  La.,  June  4,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  District  of  Arkansas : 

General  : I am  directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Smith  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  importance  of  your  operating  with  a cavalry  force,  at 
least  a brigade,  on  the  Mississippi  River,  as  low  down  as  Lake  Provi- 
dence or  lower,  and,  if  the  country  will  admit  of  it,  of  sending  a battery 
of  field  artillery,  for  the  purpose  of  annoying,  and  the  probability  of 
destroying,  the  enemy^s  transports.  There  are  many  plantations  on  the 
river  being  cultivated  by  the  negroes  for  the  Eederals.  All  such  should 
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be  destroyed  aud  the  negroes  captured.  This  will  involve  the  troops 
of  your  district  going  into  that  of  another.  This,  however,  will  cause 
no  trouble.  It  is  thought  forage  can  be  procured  on  the  river. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

% S.  S.  ANDEESOJST, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.j  June  5,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  Distriet  of  Arkansas : 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  has  just  been  received,  and 
I have  the  honor  to  reply. 

Major-General  Taylor,  with  the  greater  part  of  his  forces,  was  ordered 
to  advance  to  a position  opposite  Vicksburg,  with  the  view  of  co-oper- 
ating with  Lieutenant-General  Pemberton,  by  breaking  the  enemy’s 
communication  and  destroying  his  depots  and  magazines  west  of  the 
Mississippi.  I gave  Major-General  Taylor  his  orders  to  move  to  that 
position  because  I considered  the  great  battle  for  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department  was  to  be  fought  with  General  Grant.  The  brigade  of 
Brigadier-General  Tappan  was  ordered  to  be  moved  from  Camden  to 
Monroe,  to  be  used  as  the  necessities  of  Major-General  Taylor  might 
require.  There  is  no  intention  of  incorporating  it  permanently  in  his 
army,  and  as  soon  as  it  has  accomplished  the  object  of  his  orders,  I shall 
direct  a return  to  Camden,  or  some  suitable  point  in  your  district. 

If  the  rumors  of  the  defeat  aud  probable  capture  of  General  Grant’s 
army,  which  have  come  to  this  point  so  repeatedly  within  the  last 
week,  are  true,  you  need  feel  no  apprehension  about  an  invasion  of 
Arkansas  in  force.  General  Banks  is  also  reported  to  have  been  se- 
j^  erely  repulsed  at  Port  Hudson.  If  these  reports  are  confirmed,  is 
probable  the  enemy  will  be  obliged  to  mass  his  forces  east  of  the  Mis-, 
sissippi.  Should  this  occur,  we  may  be  able  to  concentrate  our  forces 
in  sufficient  strength  to  strike  an  effective  blow  for  the  recovery  of 
Missouri. 

You  will  observe  that  Major-General  Taylor’s  operations  are  tempo- 
rary. He  has  been  ordered  to  return  to  Alexandria  when  he  has  effected 
all  he  can,  and  also  to  send  back  to  Monroe  Brigadier-General  Tappan’s 
brigade. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Carter’s  Command, 


[Maj.  Henry  Ewino, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 


June  5, 1863. 


. Major  : It  has  just  been  reported  by  one  of  Dobbin’s  men  that  Bragg, 
with  five  days’  start,  has  been  re-enforcing  Johnston,  and  Eosecraus 
re-enforcing  Grant ; also  that  Johnston  has  driven  Grant,  with  great 
slaughter,  before  him,  refusing  him  permission  to  bury  his  dead,  lest  he 
should  take  advantage  of  it  to  retreat.  It  is  very  certain  that  the  enemy 
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is  seudiug  down  re- enforcements  from  above  Memphis,  but  don’t  know 
.where  they  come  from. 

If  General  Holmes  had  allowed  me  to  take  my  guns  over  there,  I 
could  have  operated  them  without  any  danger  of  losing  them,  and  de- 
stroyed more  Yankees  than  I will  at  the  present  rate  in  a year. 

I have  kept  this  letter  open,  hoping  to  receive  dispatches  direct  from 
Memphis,  but  the  courier  has  not  arrived.  The  rain  of  yesterday  and 
to-day  has  made  the  roads  muddy  and  delayed  the  courier. 

A large  amount  of  commissary  and  quartermaster’s  stores  are  reported 
to  be  on  the  opposite  side  of  Saint  Francis  Eiver,  in  Crittenden  and  Mis 
sissippi  Counties.  They  are  not  needed  by  the  people  there,  nor  is  there 
a market  offered  them  by  the  Yankees ; but,  in  view  of  the  trade  l)eing 
with  Memphis,  the  people  demand  the  pay  in  greenbacks,  and,  if  I 
secure  the  supplies,  I will  have  to  impress  them. 

I have  sent  over  two  judicious  men  for  the  quartermaster’s  depart- 
ment and  two  for  the  commissary  department,  to  inspect  the  character, 
amount,  and  location  of  the  supplies,  and  to  report  the  same  to  me.  I 
have  also  sent  over  a select  scout  to  examine  all  the  roads  between  this 
point  and  Memphis,  and  25  miles  above,  toward  Osceola.  That  scout 
will  return  and  report  to-morrow. 

These  observations  have  been  made  a preliminary  to  any  future ‘mili- 
tary operations  in  that  direction,  and  as  precautionary  against  any 
operations  of  the  enemy.  I have  scouts  within  a few  miles  of  Helena,  on 
all  the  roads  leading  from  it  in  this  direction.  Besides,  as  a precaution, 
my  i)ickets  are  thrown  10  miles  beyond  the  L’Anguille,  on  the  roads 
coming  from  Helena.  I start  a scout  of  100  men  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Giddings  to-morrow  toward  Helena.  The  object  of  this  scout  is 
to  watch  the  enemy,  and,  if  possible,  to  ambush  the  Fifth  Kansas.  Five 
feet  of  water  in  the  Saint  Francis  up  to  VVittsburg.  I do  not  fear  that 
gunboats  or  transports  wdl  come  up,  nor  do  I apprehend  any  attack 
from  Helena.  All  the  information  contained  in  Lieutenant  Walton’s 
report  relative  to  affairs  in  Helena,  sent  forward  yesterday,  has  beeug 
confirmed  by  an  intelligent  lady,  who  resides  in  Helena  and  reached  my 
headquarters  to-day.  She  says  that  they  are  exceedingly  alarmed,  and 
apprehensiv^e  that  you  and  Price  will  attack  them  daily.  Whether  Vicks- 
burg falls  or  stands,  whether  we  whip  or  are  whipped,  we  will  never 
have  as  good  an  opportunity  to  operate  against  Helena  and  Memphis 
as  now.  If  we  had  been  operating  on  the  river  above  Memphis  or 
against  Helena,  it  would  have  been  equal  to  a re-enforcement  of  10,000 
men  at  Vicksburg ; but  I submit  to  the  superior  wisdom  of  the  lieuten- 
ant-general commanding  in  this  matter. 

Captain  Carrington,  with  flag  of  truce,  took  the  general’s  communica- 
tion toward  Helena  to-day. 

I can  subsist  and  forage  my  whole  command,  including  both  brigades 
and  Kitchen’s  battalion,  three  months,  if  necessary,  in  this  neighborhood. 
I am  saving  the  wheat  crop,  and  am  making  arrangements  to  have 
unbolted  bread  for  my  command.  Have  ordered  down  my  train  from 
Jacksoni)ort,  but  with  no  intention  of  increasing  the  size  of  the  train 
permanently.  Major  Byrd  has  not  yet  made  his  appearance ; I will  ad- 
vise you  of  his  arrival.  Have  ordered  a double  line  of  couriers  to  be 
put  on  the  lower  road  between  this  point  and  Jacksoniiort.  The  present 
route  (courier)  is  nearer  75  than  45  miles.  1 think  I can  make  three  or 
four  hours  by  the  change.  If  the  lower  line  works  well,  I will  relieve 
the  men  on  the  upper  route  and  order  them  to  their  respective  com- 
lianies. 

If  the  reports  from  across  the  Saint  Francis  are  favorable,  I shall  send 
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over  i)arties  in  a few  days  to  collect  supplies  and  bring  them  on  tliis 
side  the  river. 

I have  received  all  the  general’s  notes  up  to  the  4th,  and  have  replied 
to  all  interrogations  addressed  to  me. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obdient  servant, 

G.  W.  CAETEE, 

Colonel,  Commanding,  &c. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  June  6,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  J.  C.  Pemberton, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Jachson,  Miss.  : 

General  : I have  ordered  Captain  [F.]  Ducayet,  inspector  of  field 
transportation,  and  Lieut.  Edward  Cunningham,  one  of  my  aides,  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  and 
forwarding  to  this  point  all  stores  of  every  description  that  ma^  be  en 
route  for  this  department.  As  these  stores  are  much  needed,  may  I 
request  that  you  will  give  such  orders  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to 
further  these  officers  in  the  fulfillment  of  the  duties  with  which  they  are 
charged? 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  June  G,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  J.  C.  Pemberton, 

Commanding  Yichshurg,  Miss. : 

General  ; The  vital  importance  of  obtaining  the  ordnance  and  ort^ 
nance  stores  sent  for  this  department  makes  it  imperative  on  me  to  use 
every  effort  in  having  them  forwarded  across  the  river.  Believing  that 
they  may  now  be  crossed  at  Vicksburg,  I have  directed  Colonel  Brown, 
chief  of  artillery  and  ordnance  of  this  department,  to  send  an  officer 
to  that  point,  to  use  every  means  to  place  them  over  the  river.  The 
isolated  position  of  this  deiiartment,  with  its  communication  liable  to 
be  interrupted  or  entirely  suspended  at  any  moment,  causes  me  to  feel 
very  anxious  about  the  reception  of  these  much-needed  stores.  A por- 
tion of  my  command  is  unarmed,  including  some  old  regiments,  and  the 
ten  thousand  stand  of  small-arms  and  accouterments  are  especially 
needed,  whilst  the  rest  of  the  stores  are  scarcely  less  so.  Therefore,  gen- 
eral, if  any  portion  of  them  have  been  used  or  lost  during  your  operations, 
I must  request  that  you  will  supply  the  deficiency  either  from  your  own 
magazines  or  captured  property,  i ask  this  with  less  hesitation,  as  you 
can  always  be  supplied,  whilst  my  communications  are  so  liable  to  in- 
terruption as  to  allow  me  no  certainty  of  receiving  supplies  regularly. 
I must  take  advantage  of  this  the  only  opportunity  that  has  presented 
itself,  and  I trust  you  will  effectually  aid  me  in  crossing  the  supplies. 
The  officer  sent  will  have  a list  of  all  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 
which  have  been  sent  from  the  different  arsenals  for  this  department. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

V ^ E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 
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General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

No.  5.  ) Jaclcsonport,  June  6,  1863. 

I.  The  undersigned,  iu  accordance  with  orders  from  district  head- 
quarters, hereby  assumes  command  of  all  the  troops  in  this. neighborhood 
and  toward  the  borders  of  Alissouri. 

II.  The  commanding  officers  of  all  such  troops  will  make  immediate 
returns  to  these  headquarters  of  the  exact  strength  and  condition  of 
their  respective  commands,  and  of  their  distribution,  and  of  such  other 
facts  as  may  be  necessary  to  give  the  major-general  commanding  an 
accurate  and  thorough  knowledge  of  their  number,  condition,  efficiency, 
and  wants. 

III.  All  officers  are  urged  to  use  the  utmost  diligence  in  iilacing  the 
entire  command  in  the  most  efficient  condition  for  active  service,  and, 
to  this  end,  returns  will  be  made  to  the  proper  staff  officers  at  these 
headquarters  of  the  quantity,  kind,  and  distribution  of  transportation, 
ordnance  stores,  and  other  supplies  in  each  brigade,  detached  company 
or  regiment,  and  requisitions  will  be  made  upon  said  officers  for  whatever 
may  be  necessary. 

ly.  No  furlough  or  leave  of  absence  will  be  granted  until  the  appli- 
cation for  the  same  shall  have  been  approved  at  these  headquarters. 

y.  The  undersigned,  by  order  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding, 
also  assumes  charge  of  the  recruiting  service  in  Northern  Arkansas  and 
Missouri.  All  officers  and  others  recruiting  within  these  limits  will, 
therefore,  make  immediate  reports  to  these  headquarters  of  the  orders, 
if  any,  under  which  they  are  acting,  the  number  of  men  they  have  en- 
listed, find  the  disposition  that  has  been  made  of  them,  together  with 
such  other  facts  as  may  aid  him  in  obtaining  a full  knowledge  of  what 
has  been  done  in  this  branch  of  the  service  within  the  limits  named. 

yi.  The  major-general  commanding  has  heard  with  the  most  profound 
regret  that  the  troops  in  this  vicinity  have  been  ’guilty  of  acts  of  law- 
lessness, which  are  calculated  not  only  to  bring  disgrace  upon  them- 
selves, but,  by  disaffecting  toward  us  those  who  would  otherwise  be 
our  friends,  to  entail  disaster,  if  not  ruin,  upon  our  cause.  He  hopes 
that  he  has  been  misinformed,  and  that  the  acts  of  a few  thoughtless 
men  have  been  grossly  exaggerated  to  the  prejudice  of  the  many.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  he  will  not  permit  the  troops  under  his  command  to  pil- 
lage and  plunder  either  friend  or  foe.  The  property  and  persons  of 
women  and  children  and  other  non-combatants  shall  not  be  interfered 
with  except  by  legitimate  authority.  It  is  for  the  commanding  general 
to  decide,  in  the  absence  of  the  civil  authority,  upon  the  disposition  to  be 
made  of  the  persons  and  property  of  disloyal  and  suspected  persons. 
That  privilege  must  not  be  usurped  by  individuals.  Officers  and  men 
will  be  held  to  a strict  accountability  for  any  violation  of  this  order. 
The  just  wants  of  the  troops  can  and  will  be  supplied  without  recourse 
to  plundering.  The  surest  and  only  way  to  retaliate  upon  the  barba- 
rous foe  for  the  savage  wrongs  that  he  has  inflicted  upon  our  unoffend- 
ing and  defenseless  friends  is,  by  strict  obedience  to  orders,  by  close 
attention  to  your  soldierly  duties,  and  by  a strict  observance  of  the  rules 
of  Christian  warfare,  to  build  up  a well-organized,  well-disciplined,  and 
invincible  army,  which  shall  not  only  drive  the  enemy  from  our  borders, 
but  pursue  him  into  his  own  accursed  land. 

VII.  The  following  changes  on  the  staff'  are  announced:  Lieut.  Col. 
H.  Clay  Taylor,  chief  of  artillery  and  ordnance  j First  Lieut.  John  Mhoon, 
engineer,  and  First  Lieut.  Celsus  Price,  aide-de-camp,  vice  Lieutenant 

Wood,  promoted.  'sTEELING  PEICE, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

JacJcsonport,  ArJc.,  June  G,  1863. 

Maj.  L.  A.  Maclean, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Priee’s  Division  : 

Major  : I Lave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  General 
Orders,  No.  5,  Headquarters  Price’s  division,  June  6,  1863.  I desire  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  major-general  commanding  to  the  following 
words  of  Paragraph  VI  of  said  orders : 

The  major-general  commanding  has  heard  witli  the  most  profound  regret  that  the 
troops  ill  this  vicinity  have  been  guilty  of  acts  of  lawlessness,  which  are  calculated 
not  only  to  bring  disgrace  upon  themselves,  hut,  hy  disaffecting  toward  us  those 
who  would  otherwise  be  our  friends,  to  entail  disaster,  if  not  ruin,  upon  our  cause.  He 
hopes  that  he  has  been  misinformed,  and  that  the  acts  of  a few  thoughtless  men  have 
" been  grossly  exaggerated  to  the  prejudice  of  the  many.  Be  that  as  it  may,  he  will  not 
permit  the  troops  under  his  command  to  pillage  and  plunder  either  friend  or  foe. 
The  property  and  persons  of  women  and  children  and  other  non-combatants  shall  not 
be  interfered  with  except  by  legitimate  authority. 

From  tlie  fact  that  no  troops  save  those  under  my  command  have 
been  lately  encamped  in  this  vicinity,  I am  justified  in  supposing  that 
the  paragTaph  was  intended  to  apply  exclusively  to  them,  and  I can- 
not consider  it  as  operating  otherwise  than  unjustly  to  both  myself  and 
my  troops.  It  implies  directly  that  charges  of  a serious  character  have 
been  preferred  against  my  command,  and  have  been  entertained  by  the 
major-general  commanding,  without  my  having  been  informed  of  their 
existence  or  nature,  thu«  depriving  me  of  an  opportunity  of  vindicating 
myself  and  my  command.  It  further  indirectly  implies  that  depreda- 
tions have  been  committed  by  my  men,  and  that  I have  not  taken 
prompt  and  active  measures  to  prevent  their  recurrence  or  bring  the 
perpetrators  to  punishment.  I am  convinced  that  a very  small  amount 
of  investigation  will^how  that  these  charges  are  entirely  general  in  their 
character;  that  specific  acts  of  lawlessness  are  not  alleged;  that  they 
are  idle  tales,  growing  in  proportion  to  the  distance  they  travel ; and 
that  when  they  have  any  foundation  in  fact,  and  are  investigated,  they 
will  prove  to  be  the  acts  of  organized  bands  of  deserters  and  conscripts 
fleeing  from  the  law,  and  professional  marauders,  made  up  from  all  the 
divisions  and  brigades  of  the  army.  I most  distinctly  assert  that  but 
few  specific  charges  of  lawlessness  have  been  brought  to  my  notice  or  the 
notice  of  the  different  brigade  commanders  of  my  division,  and  that  in 
every  instance  I have  exerted  myself  to  right  the  wrong  of  the  aggrieved 
party,  and  do  substantial  justice  to  both  citizen  and  soldier.  I have 
not  only  given  my  attention  to  the  matters  brought  immediately  before 
me,  but  have  kept  scouting  parties  out  in  different  directions,  with  pos- 
itive orders  to  arrest  and  bring  to  punishment  all  lawless  and  suspected 
persons,  whether  belonging  to  my  command  or  not.  I do  not  pretend 
that  my  command  has  done  no  wrong  or  perpetrated  no  outrage,  but 
I do  assert  that  punishment  and  restitution  have  always  followed  where 
the  guilt  could  be  fixed,  and  I submit  that  the  conduct  of  my  division 
has  not  been  such  as  to  justify  the  invidious  language  of  Paragraph  VI. 

I call  the  attention  of  the  major-general  commanding  to  these  facts 
more  particularly  because  it  has  become  quite  common  with  many  offi- 
cers to  attempt  to  hold  my  command  responsible  for  all  the  lawlessness 
incident  to  the  border  line  between  the  two  armies,  and  to  make  serious 
charges  reflecting  upon  myself  as  a commander  and  my  men  as  soldiers, 
without  any  knowledge  whatever  of  the  matter  of  which  they  speak. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv^aiit, 

J.  S.  MAKMADUKE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 
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Brig. 


Hdqrs.  Department  oe  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Jiine  8,  1863. 

Geu.  W.  R.  Boggs, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Shreveport,  La. : 


General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Lieuten- 
ant-General Smith’s  indorsement  upon  my  letter  of  complaint  against 
Colonel  Speight  for  disobedience  of  orders,  from  which  indorsement  I 
infer  that  my  letter  has  been  misunderstood.  My  complaint  is,  that 
Colonel  Speight  disobeys  an  order  to  send  back  West’s  battery,  upon 
the  ground  that  he  conceives  that  the  previous  order  from  headquarters 
Trans-Mississippi  Department  bears  a certain  construction. 

The  remarks  of  the  lieutenant-general  are  solely  directed  to  the  con- 
cluding portion  of  my  letter,  in  which  I say  that  “ I have  been  treated 
with  indignity  in  having  troops  withdrawn  from  my  command  without 
receiving  any  notice  from  the  authority  giving  the  order.” 

I have  not  misconceived  my  position  either  with  regard  to  the  chan- 
nel through  which  I should  receive  information  of  the  removal  of  troops 
nor  have  I founded  any  complaint  upon  their  removal.  The  officer 
orderiug  it  was  perfectly  competent  to  do  so;  but  that  I should  remain 
more  than  a month  without  receiving  a copy  of  the  order,  or  any  official 
notification,  is,  I think,  good  cause  for  thinking  myself  treated  with  in- 
dignity. Since  writing  my  former  letter,  I learn,  unofficially,  that  Lane’s 
regiment  has  also  been  taken  from  my  command  in  the  same  manner. 

As  the  lieutenant-general  has  referred  to  the  necessity  that  existed  for 
taking  Speight’s  command,  I will  state,  incidentally,  the  results,  as  they 
appear  at  present  upon  the  Indian  country.  Colonel  Phillips  (the  Fed- 
eral commander)  has  had  time  to  fortify  himself  at  Fort  Gibson,  a cen- 
tral position  with  regard  to  the  Indian  tribes,  from  which  he  can,  with 
the  greater  resources  of  the  Northern  Government,  put  his  well  clothed 
and  supplied  allies  in  contrast  with  the  poorlf  clothed  and  badly 
equipped  Indians  who  have  remained  true  to  the  South.  This  has 
been  done  during  the  time  lost  by  the  removal  of  the  1,000  effective 
men  of  Speight’s  brigade  and  West’s  battery,  which  force  has  only  been 
partially  replaced  during  the  last  few  days  by  one  regiment,  of  401  men, 
and  two  iron  6-pounders,  without  men  or  horses.  Phillips  is  now  in- 
trenched in  a manner  which  will,  I fear,  enable  him  to  hold  his  position 
against  the  small  guns  at  my  command.  This  is  an  outline  of  the 
results  occasioned  here  by  the  removal  of  those  forces;  but,  in  stating 
it,  I disclaim  any  intention  of  intimating  that  a greater  necessity  did 
not  exist  for  their  i>resence  in  Louisiana.  The  Indian  country  was 
placed  under  my  command  at  a time  when  it  had  nearly  been  stripped 
of  supplies  and  published  to  the  world  as  irrevocably  lost  to  the  South  ; 
the  troops  given  me  were  mostly  disorganized  or  unarmed ; yet,  with 
all  these  disadvantages,  there  was  a time  when  complete  possession  of 
the  Indian  country  could  have  been  obtained,  when  General  Holmes 
(under  date  of  May  2)  advised  me  that,  if  Speight’s  command  had  arrived, 
it  would  be  a good  time  to  strike  at  Phillips,  as  all  the  troops  that  could 
re  enforce  him  had  been  drawn  off  to  oppose  Marmaduke.  At  this  time 
these  troops  were  withdrawn — the  infantry  by  an  authority  against 
which  I neither  have  the  right  to  nor  do  1 complain  of,  and  my  only 
battery  by  a colonel,  in  defiance  of  the  military  rule  to  obey  the  last 
order,  and  who  justifies  himself  by  saying  that  he  conceives  an  order 
which  reads  three  regiments”  to  mean  ^Hbur  regiments  and  a battery.” 
(See  Special  Orders,  No.  10,  Trans-Mississippi  Department.)  It  is  against 
this  insubordinate  assumption  of  power  that  I have  a right  to  complain^ 
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as  1 did  in  my  previous  letter,  and  which  appears  to  have  been  entirely 
overlooked  by  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

June  8, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price,  Commanding^  chc.,  Jaclcsonport,  Arh. : 

General:  I am  instructed  by  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  to  say 
that,  if  the  enemy  are  not  threatening  you  from  the  north,  you  will  send 
Col.  J.  O.  Shelby  with  his  brigade  to  Fayetteville,  as  soon  as  it  can 
be  made  ready.  Colonel  Shelby  will  there  receive  orders  from  Brig- 
adier-Generaf  Steele,  regulating  his  further  movements.  As  soon  as 
the  brigade  moves.  General  Holmes  wishes  to  be  informed  by  you  of 
the  fact. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  HINSDALE, 

Assista^it  Adjutant-  General. 


On  the  Eoad,  June  8,  1863. 

General  Sterling  Price,  Commanding  Northeastern  Arhansas  : 

Dear  General  : I started  this  morning  to  visit  you,  but  my  am- 
bulance broke,  and  I am  obliged  to  return.  My  object  in  coming  was 
to  see  if  we  could  with  propriety  attack  Helena.  Please  inform  me 
whether  the  condition  of  your  troops  will  justify  the  attempt. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters,  Jachsonport^June9, 1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
written  ^‘on  the  road,’^  dated  the  8th  of  June,  and  regret  that  accident 
prevented  your  arrival  here.  In  regard  to  the  condition  of  my  troops, 
I am  glad  to  say  that  they  are  now  fully  rested  and  in  excellent  spirits. 
General  Marmaduke  also  reports  his  command  to  be  in  efficient  condi- 
tion. He  reports  to  me  this  morning  the  following  number : Total  pres- 
ent, Shelby’s  brigade,  1,561 ; Greene’s  brigade,  1,122  ; Burbridge’s  bri- 
gade, 1,089  ; Kitchen’s  battalion,  286.  In  all  4,058.  Of  these,  many  are 
out  on  outpost  duty.  Carter’s  brigade,  now  attached  to  General  Walker’s 
command,  is  reported  1,170  total  present.  From  the  most  reliable  in- 
formation General  Marmaduke  can  obtain,  the  enemy  have  not  more 
than  from  4,000  to  5,000  at  Helena;  and  were  a movement  conducted  with 
.celerity  and  secrecy,  by  which  you  could  concentrate  the  commands  of 
Generals  Frost  and  Fagan  with  this  column,  I entertain  no  doubt  of 
your  being  able  to  crush  the  foe  at  that  point. 

I have  the  honor  to  inclose  two  communications  from  Colonel  Carter 
and  one  from  Colonel  Coleman,  &c.* 


Not  found. 


[STEELING  PEICE.] 
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Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Boclc,  Aric.,  June  9,  1863. 

General  Sterling  Price, 

Commanding  Northeastern  Arkansas : 

General  : I have  this  moment  received  an  order  directing  me  to  send 
at  least  a brigade  of  cavalry  to  the  Mississippi  Kiver.  Please  send  the 
inclosed  order  * to  Colonel  Carter.  This  will  probably  render  it  necessary 
for  you  to  stop  the  movement  of  Shelby,  as  ordered  yesterday.  You 
will  use  your  discretion,  though.  If  S.  [Shelby]  can  be  spared,  his  aid  is 
greatly  needed  by  Steele.  Please  inform  me  by  return  courier  whether 
you  will  send  him. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfullv, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Boch,  Arh.^  June  9,  1863. 

]Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price,  Commandmg^  the.,  Jachsonport,  Arlc.: 

General  : I am  instructed  by  Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  command- 
ing District  of  Arkansas,  to  say  that,  in  case  Brig.  Gen.  L.  M.  AYalker 
shall  not  have  assumed  command  of  the  division  recently  assigned  to 
him,  you  will  order  Carter’s  brigade  Texas  cavalry,  with  its  battery,  to 
proceed  to  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  with  the  least  delay  practicable.  At  Pine 
illuff*  Colonel  Carter  will  receive  special  instructions. 

In  case  Walker  should  have  assumed  command  of  his  division,  the 
lieutenant-general  desires  you  to  forward  the  inclosed  communications* 
(one  to  Brigadier-General  Walker  and  one  to  Colonel  Carter)  by  special 
courier  to  each,  if  necessary,  and  so  that  they  will  reach  the  respective 
officers  to  whom  they  are  addressed  with  the  least  delay. 

I api,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  BLAIPv, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[June  14),  1863. — For  Smith  to  Johnston,  in  reference  to  succor  of 
Port  Hudson,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXVI.] 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

June  10,  1863. 

Maj.  W.  B.  Blair,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  at  noon  to-day 
of  your  communication  of  June  8 and  two  of  June  9 instant.  Your 
orders  to  Brig..  Gen.  L.  M.  Walker  were  immediately  forwarded  by  spe- 
cial courier.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  you  have  left  the  movements  of 
Colonel  Shelby’s  brigade  discretionary  with  me,  I have  thought  it  best 
to  delay  any  disposition  of  them  for  a few  days,  at  least  until  the  plans 
of  the  enemy  should  assume  a more  definite  shape.  From  all  informa- 
tion I can  obtain,  a movement  is  contemplated  by  the  enemy  in  my 
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front.  The  activity  at  Kolia  and  Iron  ton  indicates  some  action  on  their 
part,  which,  however,  I believe  designed  merely  as  a move  down  the 
river. 

I have  the  honor,  &c., 

[STEELING  PRICE.] 


Headquarters  Port  Smith,  Ark., 

June  11,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Cooper,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General  : I have  just  received  your  note  relative  to  Stand  Watie  and 
[L.  M.]  Martin.  I heard,  accidentally,  that  they  were  at  Beattie’s  Prairie, 
near  Maysville,  a few  days  since,  and  I have  sent  information  of  the  rise 
in  the  river  to  them.  Any  demonstration  I can  make  now  will  be  too 
late  to  do  any  good.  This  is  the  first  intimation  I have  had  from  you 
of  being  on  the  north  side  of  the  river.  A more  full  correspondence  is 
absolutely  necessary.  Small  parties  as  pickets  have  been  pressed  a 
good  way  toward  Gibson  from  this  place.  You  do  not  now  advise  me 
of  Colonel  Watie’s  force,  or  his  object,  or  when  he  left,  or  when  he  is 
expected  back. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters’  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  June  13, 1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  District  of  Arlcansas,  Little  Boclc : 

General  : I inclose  you  a copy  of  a letter  to  Col.  Waldo  P.  Johnson, 
authorizing  him  to  go  into  the  State  of  Missouri  and  organize  twelve 
months’  volunteers.  General  Smith  directs  me  to  say  Colonel  Johnson 
represents  to  him  that  there  are  many  bands  of  guerrillas  in  Missouri 
whom  he  thinks  would  be  willing  to  join  a regular  organization  for  the 
period  of  a year,  and,  as  he  much  prefers  such  an  organization  to  an 
irregular  one,  he  hopes  thereby  to  be  able  to  get  the  services  of  a con- 
siderable force.  At  any  rate,  this  is  the  only  w^ay  in  which  these  men 
can  be  obtained.  Should  the  experiment  fail,  no  harm  can  come  of  it. 
Moreover,,  at  the  expiration  of  the  twelve  months  they  will  all  be  liable 
and  subject  to  conscription. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  June  13,  1863. 

Col.  Waldo  [P.]  Johnson, 

Shreveport,  La.  : 

Colonel  : I am  directed  by  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  command- 
ing the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  to  say  you  are  authorized  to 
go  into  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  there  enlist  and  organize  for  twelve 
months  companies  (volunteers)  for  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States. 
These  companies  may  be  either  infantry  or  cavalry,  and  when  a sufii- 
cient  number  of  either  arm  have  been  raised  to  form  a regiment,  they 
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will  be  thus  organized  by  the  election  of  the  field  officers,  under  your 
supervision.  You  will,  from  time  to  time,  report  to  Lieutenant-General 
Holmes,  commanding  District  of  Arkansas,  the  progress  of  your  opera- 
tions. The  date  of  commencement  of  the  twelvemonths’  service  of  any 
one  company  will  be  from  the  day  of  its  legal  organization  and  muster 
into  service  j from  which  time  it  will  be  entitled  to  receive  supplies  from 
the  quartermaster’s  and  subsistence  dei)artments. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  oe  Arkansas, 

Little  Rocli',  J line  13,  1863. 

General  Sterling  Price, 

Commanding  Northeastern  Arkansas : 

My  Dear  General:  On  my  return  from  the  break-down,  1 received 
instructions  from  General  Smith  to  send  at  least  a brigade  of  cavalry 
as  low  down  the  Mississippi  as  Lake  Providence;  and,  wishing  to  know 
the  condition  of  affairs  below,  I immediately  went  to  Pine  Bluff,  and 
ordered  Colonel  Parsons  to  proceed  with  his  regiment  at  once,  while  the 
remainder  of  his  brigade  (Carter’s  command)  will  follow  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, to  carry  out  General  Smith’s  order.  I also  ordered  General  Frost 
to  send  Clark’s  regiment  and  Musser’s  battalion,  with  battery,  to  operate 
against  the  enemy’s  transports  going  down  the  Mississippi. 

The  movement  from  Rolla  I have  little  doubt  was  to  re-enforce  Grant. 
If  there  are  4,000  or  5,000  men  in  Helena,  fortified  as  they  are,  to  take  it 
would  cost  too  much,  and  I think  a better  service  can  be  rendered  by 
sending  a battery,  with  a sufficient  guard,  to  some  point  on  the  Missis- 
sippi below  Memphis,  to  aid  in  stopping  transports.  I think  Rosecrans 
is  sending  troops  to  Grant,  and  that  both  parties  are  making  at  Vicks- 
burg the  great  concentrated  effort  of  the  war.  If  you  find  your  front 
free  from  danger,  as  I think  you  will,  I see  no  reason  why  you  cannot 
comply  with  this  suggestion,  and  also  send  Shelby  to  report  to  Steele  at 
Fayetteville.  If  possible,  I will  visit  you  next  week.  Reports  from  the 
East  are  favorable,  but  no  certain  information. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Camp  Martin, 

On  Gherolcee  Bay.,  June  13,  1863. 

Brigadier- General  Marmaduke  : 

Since  I returned  I have  heard  nothing  from  above,  but  expect  the 
scouts  in  hourly.  I expect  them  to  bring  reliable  information  from 
Patterson  and  Ironton.  There  is  a rumor  here  that  the  Federals  sent 
5,000  or  6,000  from  Ironton  in  the  direction  of  Mississippi  River,  as  we 
suppose,  for  the  purpose  of  re-enforcing  at  Vicksburg,  but  cannot  say 
whether  it  is  reliable  or  not.  We  are  now  in  the  act  of  moving,  and  by 
Monday  will  have  a line  of  couriers  from  our  camp  to  Pocahontas. 

I wish  to  say  to  General  Price  that  there  are  distilleries  on  the  borders 
of  Arkansas  and  Missouri  that  are  consuming  all  the  corn  through  this 
country  (they  pay  $4  per  bushel),  taking  the  forage  from  our  horses, 
and  leaving  the  soldiers’  families  in  a state  of  suffering,  unless  they 
pay  $4  per  bushel  for  corn  for  their  subsistence.  They  sell  their  whisky 
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for  $20  per  gallon,  making  about  $60  out  of  one  bushel  of  corn.  It  is 
the  wish  of  the  majority  of  the  people  that  there  be  a stop  put  to  it, 
which  we  submit  to  his  consideration. 

There  are  several  applications  by  Missourians  to  become  members  of 
my  command.  My  company  being  full,  I cannot  take  them  without  per- 
mission to  raise  another  company.  You  will  please  let  me  know  what 
I shall  do  in  regard  to  it. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

T.  REYES, 

Captain,  Commanding  Independent  Company  Missouri  Scouts. 

[Indorsement.] 

. Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Reserve  Division, 

June  15,  1863. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Price,  for  his  information  and 
action. 

J.  S.  MARMADUKE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Crotvley^s  Bidge,  June  13,  1863. 

Maj.  L.  A.  Maclean,' 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Price’s  Division  : 

Major  : General  Marmaduke,  being  quite  unwell  this  morning,  in- 
deed confined  to  his  bed,  directs  me  to  say  that,  upon  arriving  upon  the 
ridge,  he  found  everything  quiet  and  progressing  satisfactorily ; Greeners 
brigade  showing  an  effective  total  of  between  1,400  and  1,500  men. 

The  country  is  filled  with  rumors  of  skirmishing  and  fighting  in  and 
around  Vicksburg  and  Port  Gibson,  and  the  general  is  satisfied  that  the 
enemy  is  re  enforcing  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Thirty  transports,  fiUed 
with  troops,  passed  down  the  river  two  nights  ago.  There  are  no  move- 
ments in  the  direction  of  either  Memphis  or  Helena,  and  late  intelligence 
from  Colonel  Kitchen  says  that  there  are  no  Federals  in  Missouri  south 
of  Cape  Girardeau  and  that  line. 

A detachment  of  250  men  and  a section  of  artillery  start  this  morning 
to  the  Mississippi.River  above  Memphis,  for  the  purpose  of  firing  into 
transports  and  annoying  the  enemy  generally. 

Papers  and  information  are  expected  from  Helena  and  Memphis  this 
evening,  and  will  be  sent  down. 

I remain,  v^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  MOORE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

June  14,  1863. 

Maj.  L.  A.  Maclean, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Price’s  Division  : 

Major  : I have  nothing  of  special  importance  to  communicate.  All 
is  quiet-  here.  Ko  movements  or  indication  of  same  by  the  Federals 
inland.  A scout  from  the  Mississippi  River,  30  miles  above  Memphis, 
reports  ten  transports  passed  two  days  ago,  going  south,  loaded  with 
negro  troops.  I am  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  all  troops  that  can  be 
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spared  are  being  sent  to  re-enforce  Grant ; that  New  Madrid,  Memphis, 
and  Helena  are  very  weak. 

Yery  respectfully, 


J.  S.  MAEMADUKE, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.,  June  15,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Eichard  Taylor,  Alexandria: 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  lieutenant-general  commanding,  in 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  report  of  your  operations  opposite 
Vicksburg,  to  say  that  you  have  decided  wisely  in  retaining  Walker  in 
Northern  Louisiana,  at  least  for  the  present.  He  regrets  that  you  were 
not  better  supported  in  carrying  out  your  plans.  He  does  not  under- 
stand General  Hawes’  conduct ; it  demands  an  investigation.  I inclose 
an  extract  of  a letter  from  General  Johnston ; * he  urges  a movement  for 
the  relief  of  Port  Hudson.  The  commanding  general  is  confident  you 
will  do  all  in  your  power  to  relieve  the  garrisons  at  both  places,  and 
spare  no  efforts  to  throw  in  supplies  when  an  opportunity  offers. 

The  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  of  War  relates  to  interrupting  the 
communication  on  the  Mississippi  above  Vicksburg.  Two  brigades  of 
cavalry  with  artillery  have  been  sent  by  General  Holmes  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver  for  that  purpose. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

' H.  P.  PEATT, 

AsHstant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Arkansas  District, 

Little  Rockj  ArTc.,  June  15, 1863. 

[General  Price  :] 

My  Dear  General  : I have  received  information  that  the  enemy  in 
Helena  are  even  less  numerous  than  was  indicated  to  you.  Please  make 
no  movement  to  separate  your  command  until  you  hear  further  from  me, 
but  have  everything  in  readiness  to  move  on  Missouri.  I will  probably 
be  with  you  on  Wednesday  night. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

JacJcsonport,  ArJc.,  June  15,  fiS63. 

Col.  Joseph  O.  Shelby: 

Colonel  : 1 am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  you  will,  without  delay,  proceed  with  the  cavalry  portion  of  your 
brigade  to  Fayetteville,  Washington  County,  Arkansas,  and  there,  or 
wheresoever  he  may  be,  report  to  General  Steele  for  duty.  Collins’ 
company  of  artillery  you  will  at  once  order  to  this  point,  to  report  to 
these  headquarters. 

I have  the  honor,  &c., 

L.  A.  MACLEAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Probably  of  May  31.  See  p.  850. 
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^ • Office  Post  Quartermaster, 

Jaclisonport,  ArJc.,  June  15,  1865. 

Major  Maclean, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  General  Price’s  Division : 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  forward,  for  your  information,  the  follow- 
ing copy  of  a dispatcli  received  from  the  agent  of  the  express  line  at 
Walnut  Bend : 

Mississippi  River,  June  13—8  p.  m. 

A pilot,  wlio  has  been  running  the  river  from  Memphis  to  Vicksburg,  has  succeeded 
in  getting  off  here,  and  says  that  if  he  can  get  protection  from  our  side,  we  can  capture 
from  one  to  fifteen  boats  at  Island  No.  63,  where  Dobbin  has  been  firing  on  the  trans- 
ports while  passing;  but  the  pilots  are  afraid  of  being  captured  and  imprisoned,  with 
the  balance  of  the  crew,  when  the  boat  is  captured.  He  says  there  are  fifteen  or  twenty 
pilots  in  Memphis  who  will  land  a boat  when  fired  into,  if  they  will  be  protected  by 
our  forces  when  captured.  He  also  states  that  from  three  to  four  gunboats  are  oil 
the  time  stationed  at  the  mouths  of  White  and  Arkansas  Rivers,  to  prevent  boats  from 
going  up  either  of  those  rivers;  but  at  the  mouth  of  Saint  Francis  the  way  is  always 
clear.  A small  force  at  the  mouth  of  that  river  could  at  any  time  capture  one  of 
those  boats,  and  run  them  30  miles  up  the  river.  You  will  please  call  the  attention  of 
the  proper  authorities  to  this,  and  I will  do  what  I can  to  perfect  the  plan  here  through 
him.  If  an  arrangement  can  be  made  to  have  Colonel  Dobbin  on  the  bank  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Saint  Francis,  I will  notify  him  at  what  time  one  of  these  boats  will  be 
along.  Of  course,  the  pilot  will  have  to  go  back  to  Memphis  to  effect  the  arrangements 
and  give  me  notice  here  about  the  time,  and  what  boats  will  land.  You  can  see  all 
the  minutiae  of  the  plan,  and  know  what  arrangements  are  necessary  for  perfeeting 
the  plan.  * # # 

General  Burnside’s  array  is  passing  down.  Ten  transports  passed  yesterday,  and 
fifty  more  reported  to  be  between  Cairo  and  Memphis.  His  force  is  estimated  at 
25,000.  On  Wednesday  thirty  transports  passed  down  laden  with  troops,  with  three 
gunboats. 

L.  L.  MOORE, 

Agent  Express  Line. 

I am,  major,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  P.  PEITCHAKD, 
Captain  and  Acting  Quartermaster. 


Headquarters  Price's  Division, 

June  15,  I860. 

[Lieutenant-General  Holmes:] 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  13th  instant,  and  to  report  my  action  thereon. 

As  you  will  see  by  inclosed  extract  from  Captain  Eeves’  letter,*  my 
front  is  not  menaced  ; consequently  I have  ordered  Col.  J.  O.  Shelby, 
with  the  cavalry  portion  of  his  brigade,  to  report  to  General  Steele,  at 
Fayetteville;  but  as  one  battery  went  from  this  command  with  Colonel 
Carter’s  brigade,  I am  compelled,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  you,  to 
retain  Collins’  battery,  it  being  the  only  one  now  belonging  to  the  cav- 
alry, except  two  small  pieces  or  mountain  howitzers.  Two  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  with  these  two  small  pieces,  have  been  sent  to  a point  on 
the  river  north  of  Memphis,  and  400  men,  with  a section  of  Collins’ 
battery  (one  piece  rifled),  have  been  ordered  to  a point  on  the  river 
below  Memphis,  with  instructions  to  harass  and  injure,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, the  enemy’s  transportation  of  supplies  and  troops. 

Thirteen  companies  have  reported  their  company  organization,  the 
greater  portion  of  whom  have  been  operating  with  Colonel  Kitchen. 
Of  those,  about  500  are  wholly  unarmed,  and  General  Marmaduke  re- 
ports to  me  to-day  1,041  unarmed  in  his  command.  Whatever  means 


* Not  found  ; but  see  Reves  to  Marmaduke,  June  13,  p.  860. 
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you  adopt  to  obtain  a supply  of  arms  cannot  be  too  vigoro^sl^"  prose- 
cuted, and  I respectfully  request  attention  to  the  requisitions  of  my 
ordnance  department. 

I inclose  a copy  of  a letter  received  at  this  point  from  Mr.  L.  L.  Moore,* 
and  have  given  instructions  to  the  commanders  of  detachments  on  the 
river  with  a view  to  carrying  out  the  plan  introduced  in  it. 

[STEELING  PEIOE, 

Major-General.] 


Headquaetees  Peice’s  Division, 

Jacl’sonport,  June  15,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Maemaduke, 

Commanding  Cavalry ^ &c. : 

Geneeal:  I am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
direct  you  to  order  immediately  a force  to  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  at 
some  point  below  Memphis,  for  the  inirpose  of  interfering  with  and  in- 
juring, as  far  as  practicable,  the  enemy’s  transportation  of  supplies  and 
troops  5 this  force  to  consist  of  one  regiment,  or,  at  least,  400  men, 
with  one  section  of  Collins’  battery,  consisting  of  one  rifle  gun  and  one 
6-pounder ; all  heavy  baggage  to  be  left  behind  at  some  depot  to  be 
established  by  you,  aud  communication  to  be  kept  open  and  frequent 
with  the  commanding  officer  and  these  headquarters.  I have  also  to 
state  that,  under  instructions  from  the  lieutenant-general  commanding. 
Colonel  Shelby’s  brigade  has  this  day  been  ordered  to  report  to  General 
Steele.  Collins’  battery  has  been  ordered  to  this  point.  You  will  so 
dispose  of  the  remainder  of  your  brigade  as  to  keep  the  approaches  and 
roads  which  Colonel  Shelby  now  guards  thoroughly  picketed,  and  re- 
quire that  reports  be  regularly  forwarded  from  all  outposts,  with  a copy 
thereof  direct  to  these  headquarters,  if  thereby  time  can  be  saved.  You 
will  require  the  necessary  requisitions  to  be  made  out  for  ammunition 
and  forwarded  to  the  chief  of  ordnance  without  delay. 

Be  so  good  as  to  state  what  commanding  officers  and  troops  have 
been  sent  above  Memi)his,  as  well  as  those  detailed  on  this,  and  let 
them  each  be  made  aware  of  the  other’s  presence,  that  they  may  co- 
operate. 

[L.  A.  MACLEAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 


Geneeal  Oedees,  > Hdqes.  Teans-Mississippi  Depaetment, 

No.  19.  ) Shreveport,  La.,  June  15,  1863. 

I.  The  following-named  officers  are  announced  upon  the  staff  of  tbe 
lieutenant-general  commanding:  Maj.  C.  E.  Carr,  assistant  quarter- 
master, chief  of  pay  department;  Maj.  W.  H.  Haynes,  assistant  quar- 
termaster, chief  of  clothing  bureau ; and  Capt.  B.  W.  Marston,  assist- 
ant adjutant-general,  assistant  inspector-general. 

II.  Maj.  J.  F.  Minter,  chief  quartermaster,  Trans-Mississippi  Depart 
ment,  having  reported  at  these  headquarters,  will  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  his  office  in  place  of  Maj.  W.  H.  Thomas,  acting  chief  quartermaster, 
relieved. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDEKSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

**  See  Pritchard  to  Maclean,  June  15,  1863  p.  869. 
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Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.,  June  16,  1863. 

His  Excellency  the  President  : 

I have  just  received  your  letter  of  May  8,*  and  acknowledge  its  receipt 
through  Colonel  [ J.  0.]  Ives,  who  is  passing  through  this  place,  e7i  route 
for  Eichmond.  1 will  write  more  in  detail  by  special  messenger,  who 
leaves  in  a few  days  with  dispatches  for  tl^e  department. 

My  letter  of  the  9th,t  to  General  Cooper,  gives  the  disposition  of  the 
troops  in  the  department  at  that  time.  Any  changes  since  made  can  be 
explained  by  Colonel  Ives,  who  is  also  furnished  with  a return  made  from 
the  information  in  the  office  at  the  time  of  his  arrival.  As  mails  have 
miscarried  and  communication  lost,  I will  refer  to  matters  connected 
with  my  early  arrival  in  the  department.  Crossing  the  Mississippi  early 
in  March,  I proceeded,  as  requested  by  telegram  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  to  Little  Eock,  where  I remained  nearly  three  weeks,  before  re- 
turning to  Alexandria.  I found  there  a rapidly  improving  condition  of 
affairs,  and  an  increasing  confidence  manifested  in  General  Holmes’  ad- 
ministration. Men  were  returning  to  their  colors,  and  regiments,  reduced 
to  mere  skeletons  by  events  consequent  to  the  retreat  from  Prairie 
Grove,  were  rapidly  filling  up  to  respectably  sized  organizations.  The 
removal  of  General  Hindman,  and  the  transfer  of  General  Price  to  this 
department,  no  doubt  in  part  contributed  to  these  results  j but  I believe, 
in  a great  measure,  tfiat  the  wise  and  energetic  measures  taken  by  Gen- 
eral Holmes  in  bringing  back  absentees,  providing  for  the  comfort  of 
his  men,  and  in  dispersing  the  bands  of  disaffected  throughout  the  Dis- 
trict of  Arkansas  brought  about  this  important  change.  The  strength 
of  the  command  in  Arkansas  had  been  greatly  exaggerated.  I found 
two  divisions  of  infantry,  each  numbering  less  than  5,000  effective  men 
for  duty.  This,  with  Steele’s  command,  which  was  only  a nominal  one, 
the  Indians  being  at  their  homes,  and  Marmaduke’s  cavalry,  constituted 
the  force  at  the  disposal  of  General  Holmes  in  the  District  of  Arkansas, 
Missouri,  and  the  Indian  country.  There  was  a great  deficiency  of  arms 
and  equipments;  the  losses  at  Prairie  Grove  and  in  the  retreat  in  both 
these  respects  were  great.  Subsequent  examination  has  shown,  what  I 
was  convinced  of  at  Little  Eock,  that  the  defect  of  General  Holmes’ 
administration  was  that  he  has  [had]  been  exercising  solely  the  functions 
of  a district  commander,  has  [had]  remained  at  Little  Eock,  and  charged 
himself  alone  with  the  interests  of  the  District  of  Arkansas  and  the  In- 
dian country.  There  was  no  general  system,  no  common  head ; each  dis- 
trict was  acting  independently.  The  vast  extent  of  country  to  be  admin- 
istered to,  and  the  absorbing  interest  of  Missouri  affairs,  with  the  pros- 
pective hope  of  advancing  into  that  State,  no  doubt  controlled  General 
Holmes  in  his  iiolicy ; but  I found  really  that  there  was  no  department 
commander;  that  I must  begin  de  novo  in  any  attempt  at  a general  sys- 
tematizing and  development  of  the  department  resources.  I determined 
upon  Shreveport  as  geographically  the  position  for  department  head- 
quarters. It  is  at  the  head  of  water  navigation  on  Eed  Eiver,  and  is  on 
the  direct  line  of  travel  from  Texas  to  Eichmond.  A line  of  telegraph, 
which  I have  just  had  completed,  puts  it  in  communication  with  Little 
Eock  and  Monroe,  and  will  put  it  in  communication  with  Eichmond 
whenever  Vicksburg  is  open  to  us.  I have  taken  the  initiatory  steps 
for  connecting  this  line  with  the  Texas  line  of  telegraph,  and  with  Alex- 
andria, making  Shreveport  the  center  of  communication,  as  well  as  the 
geographical  center  of  the  deiiartment. 


Seo  p.  834.  t Relating  to  operations  in  Louisiana,  and  to  appear  in  Vol.  IIVI. 
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Aly  chief  of  ordnance  has  rented,  with  the  right  of  purchase  within 
two  years  by  the  Government,  a tract  of  land  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town 
as  the  site  for  an  arsenal.  Machinery  has  been  erected,  a foundry 
established,  which  will  be  in  operation  in  a few  days,  and  the  necessary 
steps  taken  for  establishing  an  arsenal  of  construction,  which  can  be 
extended  to  meet  the  general  wants.  Its  vicinity  to  the  iron  mines,  the 
facilities  for  transportation,  and  the  inland  position  of  Shreveport  make 
it  the  most  desirable  selection  within  the  department  for  such  an  estab- 
lishment. 

The  chief  of  the  clothing  bureau  reports  that  before  next  spring  he 
will  be  prepared  to  supply,  permanently,  the  troo|^  of  the  department. 
He  has  made  arrangements  for  the  erection  of  mills  where  cloth,  hats, 
&c.,  can  be  manufactured. 

The  crops  are  unusually  abundant,  and  the  chief  commissary  of  the 
department  reports  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  tax  bill  almost  a 
sufficient  supply  will  be  obtained  for  the  troops  within  the  department. 
His  report  will  be  forwarded,  showing  the  steps  taken  for  the  future 
supply  of  the  command,  as  well  as  for  the  troops  east  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  immediate  appointment  of  assessors  by  the  Treasury  Department 
is  a necessity.  The  assessment  by  those  officers  must  be  made  and  re- 
ported to  the  quartermaster  before  the  tax -can  be  secured.  The  ma- 
chinery for  the  enforcement  of  the  tax  should  be  put  to  work  without 
delay.  The  wheat  crop  has  already  been  gathered,  and  delay  only  adds 
to  the  difficulty  of  its  enforcement.  I have  repeatedly  adverted  to  the 
vast  extent  of  the  department,  and  the  inadequate  force  for  its  defense. 
The  fighting  population  is  with  the  armies  east  of  the  Mississippi.  The 
male  population  remaining  are  old  men,  or  have  furnished  substitutes, 
are  lukewarm,  or  are  wrapped  up  in  speculations  and  money-making.  It 
will  be  difficult  to  develop  any  force  from  such  material.  The  conscript 
bureau  is  defective ; has  been  under  no  general  supervision.  I have 
taken  it  in  hand  j have  appointed  General  Greer  commandant  for  the 
department,  and  trust  that,  when  systematized,  abuses  will  be  corrected 
and  a force  brought  into  the  field. 

My  duties  now  and  for  some  time  must  be  x)rincipally  of  an  admin- 
istrative character.  It  is  in  that  field  that  my  usefulness,  if  I have 
any,  will  be  felt.  The  department  has  to  be  made  self-sustaining,  and  its 
resources  developed  to  that  end.  The  force  is  not  sufficient,  threatened 
as  the  department  is  at  different  points,  nor  are  troops  prepared  in  arms 
and  equipments  for  advance  on  Missouri.  Success  in  the  valley  of  Mis- 
sissippi, and  a relief  from  the  pressure  iu  Louisiana,  may  accomplish 
this  desired  end,  which,  both  politically  and  in  a military  point  of  view, 
will  be  productive  of  great  results.  The  district  commanders  are  officers 
of  merit  and  ability,  and  while  they  have  my  confidence  I shall  not  take 
the  field  in  person  within  their  district  commands,  unless  a large  concen- 
tration of  troops  becomes  necessary,  when  I shall  certainly  place  myself 
where  both  inclination  and  duty  call  me.  General  Taylor  is  command- 
ing the  troops  within  his  own  district,  and  is  in  person  with  the  force 
operating  for  the  relief  of  Port  Hudson.  General  Walker  was  left  in 
command  of  the  force  in  ]S"orthern  Louisiana,  and  operating  opposite 
Vicksburg.  They  both  have  instructions  to  spare  no  efforts  in  throwing 
supplies  into  those  places. 

All  the  disposable  force  of  the  department  has  been  thrown  to  the 
relief  of  Port  Hudson  and  Yicksburg,  and  is  operating  on  the  Missis- 
sipiii  to  that  end.  General  Tappan’s  brigade,  of  General  Price’s  division, 
is  with  General  Walker.  In  addition,  two  brigades  of  General  Holmes’ 
command,  one  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry,  have  been  ordered  to  the 
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Mississippi,  above  Lake  Providence,  to  break  up  the  Federal  system  of 
planting,  and  to  anno^,  and,  if  possible,  destroy  their  transports. 

General  Holmes  telegraphs  he  can  take  Helena.  He  has  been  ordered 
to  take  it. 

The  report  of  General  TayloFs  operations  opposite  Vicksburg  is  for- 
warded. 

I am,  with  sincere  respect  and  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  June  16,  1863. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspeetor  General,  C.  S.  Army,  Richmond,  Va. : 

General  : I send,  by  Colonel  Ives,  a return  of  the  troops  of  this 
department,  omitting  those  of  the  District  of  Louisiana,  which  have  not 
as  yet  been  received,  but  which  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  received. 
The  regimental  returns  of  a portion  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes’  com- 
mand, and  the  muster-rolls  of  a portion  of  Major-General  Taylor’s  com- 
mand, are  also  forwarded.  Orders  have  been  sent  for  muster-rolls  of 
all  the  regiments,  to  be  forwarded  at  once.  I send  also  the  brigade  re- 
turns of  the  troops  in  the  District  of  Arkansas.  The  division  of  Maj. 
Gen.  J.  G.  Walker  (Texas  troops)  has  been  transferred  to  the  District 
of  Louisiana,  which  accounts  for  its  not  appearing  on  the  returns  from 
the  District  of  Arkansas.  1 hope  in  future  to  be  able  to  transmit  regu- 
larly the  returns  of  the  troops  of  my  command. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


[June  16,  1863. — For  Smith  to  Cooper,  in  relation  to  negroes  taken 
in  arms,  see  Series  IL] 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division. 

June  16,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke  : 

General:  You  will,  without  a moment’s  delaj^,  countermand  the 
marching  orders  given  yesterday  to  Colonel  Shelby’s  brigade.  They 
will  remain  where  they  are  until  further  orders. 

[By  order  of  Major-General  Price  : 

L.  A.  maclea:n. 

Assistant  A djutant- General.] 

Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

, Jaelcsonport,  June  16,  1863. 

J.  S.  Marmaduke,  Brigadier- General,  &c.: 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  you  will  meet  him,  with  all  your  available  force,  at  Cotton  Plant, 
on  Friday,  June  26,  1863.  You  will  leave  the  unarmed  men,  together 
with  30  armed  men  of  your  forces,  under  charge  of  a suitable  officer,  to 
guard  the  ferry.  You  will  take  with  you  such  rations  as  you  can  con- 
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vey,  not  exceeding  twenty  days’.  Only  ammunition  and  supply  trains, 
and  sucli  wagons  as  are  necessary  to  carry  cookyng  utensils,  will  be 
allowed.  The  troops  will  marcli  without  baggage,  except  one  blanket. 
[By  order  of  Maior-General  Price  : 

L.  A.  MACLEAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General.] 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Arh.,  June  16,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  U.  Cooper,  Commanding  First  Brigade : 

General  : I send  you  copy  of  instructions  given  to  General  Cabell. 
Should  there  be  anj^  movements  of  Phillips  affecting  this  command,  or 
should  he  evacuate,  you  will  send  information  to  me  at  speed,  and  en- 
deavor to  send  to  General  Cabell  by  a more  direct  route.  The  opinion 
is  prevalent  that  Cabell’s  brigade  is  for  duty  in  Northwestern  Arkansas, 
and  nowhere  else.  This  idea  I have  encouraged,  believing  that  the  opin- 
ions of  the  community  here  are  carried  to  the  enemy,  hoping  thereby  to 
have  Phillips’  powers  of  resistance  measured  by  your  power  of  attack, 
without  reference  to  the  troops  in  Northwestern  Arkansas. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 


[Inclosure.  1 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

• Fort  Smith,  Arh.,  June  16,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell  : 

General  : I wish  you  to  assemble  all  the  mounted  portion  of  your 
brigade  in  Washington  County,  except  Eitz williams’  company,  with  a 
view  to  operate  upon  the  line  of  the  enemy’s  communications  with  Fort 
Gibson.  Bring  together,  as  soon  as  you  can,  all  the  detached  battal- 
ions and  companies  that  can  be  made  available,  and,  by  spies  or  small 
parties,  try  to  ascertain  when  a train  will  be  going  down  j then  move 
upon  it,  caiiture  it,  and  destroy  it  if  there  is  any  risk  of  a recapture. 
It  is  believed  that  Phillips  cannot  stay  a long  time  at  Gibson,  unless 
he  receives  supplies.  As  you  go  up,  you  will  have  relays  of  animals  at 
convenient  points  for  the  rapid  transmission  of  intelligence.  General 
Cooper  will  follow,  in  case  of  the  evacuation  of  Gibson,  sending  speedy 
information  of  the  fact,  in  which  case  you  will  endeavor  to  impede  the 
movements  of  the  [enemy]  in  retreat,  until  both  brigades  can  bear  upon 
him.  You  will  avail  yourself  of  any  carelessness  ou  the  part  of  the 
enemy  to  capture  any  of  his  small  commands  that  are  scattered  over 
the  country,  whenever  it  can  be  done  without  losing  sight  of  the  prin- 
cipal object,  viz,  to  prevent  supplies  going  to  Fort  Gibson. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  June  17,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  District  of  Arkansas,  Little  Bock  : 

General  : By  a report  from  Major  Lee,  commissary  of  Brigadier- 
General  Steele’s  command,  it  appears  he  is  feeding  about  9,000  indi- 
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gent  Indians.  I am  directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Smith  to  request 
you  will,  at  the  earliest  moment,  furnish  him  such  information  as  will 
enable  him  to  have  a correct  understanding  of  the  case,  such  as  the  rea- 
sons making  it  necessary  they  should  be  fed  by  the  Government,  under 
what  orders  and  restrictions  they  are  subsisted,  and  any  other  informa- 
tion that  will  enable  him  to  understand  the  subject  correctly  before 
forwarding  to  Eichmond  estimates  for  funds  for  the  subsistence  depart- 
ment. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Camp  Ryburn,  June  17, 18C3. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price,  P.  A.  C.  S., 

Jaclcsonport  : 

Dear  General  : I reached  camp  yesterday,  and  find  the  command 
in  good  health  and  spirits.  Many  are  home,  cutting  wheat.  It  is  gen- 
erally" understood  that  Colonel  Clark  will  return  with  an  order  for  the 
election  of  colonel,  and  that  the  election  will  come  off  on  next  Monday. 
It  has  been  generally  understood  that  I am  to  be  the  colonel,  but  I find 
an  undercurrent  at  work  which  makes  the  matter  not  so  sure.  There 
are  several  of  the  captains  who  are  ambitious,  and  they  think  by  pro- 
moting Lieutenant-Colonel  Kitchen  that  they  may  stand  a chance  to 
fill  the  vacancy,  some  trusting  to  election  and  others  to  promotion. 
(Hence  P have  written  an  official  letter  upon  this  subject.)  The  old 
fable  that  tells  of  the  mouse  releasing  a lion  might  have  said  that  the 
silk- worm  could  have  spun  the  fiber  that  confined  him,  and  I may  be 
defeated  by  the  small  axes  that  others  may  want  to  grind.  I do  not 
know  that  Colonel  Kitchen  will  lend  himself  to  this  matter,  but  human 
nature  is  mighty  strong  in  him,  and  he  may  think  that  I may  not  be 
promoted  as  rapidly  as  I expect  to  be. 

The  Iowa  troops  have  left  New  Madrid  for  Vicksburg,  and  the  iilace 
is  now  garrisoned  by  400  of  the  Fourth  Missouri  Militia.  If  I could 
have  Jeffers’  regiment  next  week,  the  two  regiments  (about  five  hundred 
guns  for  both)  can  take  Madrid  in  a few  minutes,  and  we  can  get  their 
guns  and  outfit  for  our  command.  I will  make  all  the  inquiries  neces- 
sary, and,  should  you  allow  us  to  go  next  week,  I will  be  ready  for  the 
order  whether  I am  in  command  or  not. 

I have  heard  of  the  Republican  of  the  11th,  but  there  was  nothing 
interesting  from  Vicksburg. 

We  have  received  rumors  of  the  reorganization  of  the  cavalry,  but  no 
orders  on  the  subject  have  been  received  here  yet.  Should  I be  elected 
colonel  of  this  regiment,  I would  prefer  not  to  be  brigaded,  as  I am  sure 
that  I can  soon  recruit  it  up  to  a brigade.  There  are  already  several 
new  companies  forming  of  Missourians  and  also  of  Arkansians,  who 
express  a desire  to  serve  under  me,  and  I am  sure  that  I can  recruit 
further  for  myself  than  for  any  other  officer  that  I know  of.  I am, 
however,  willing  to  serve  under  anybody,  and  always  prompt  in  my 
obedience.  I used  to  except  [C.  W.]  Phifer  and  Marmaduke,  but  I will 
except  none  now. 

With  my  best  respects  to  Captain  and  Mrs.  Cole,  I remain,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 


M.  JEFF.  THOMPSON. 
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Hdqrs.  Greene’S  Brigade,  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Camp  near  Wittshurg^  June  17,  18C3. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Jaclcsonport : 

Major:  Colonel  Campbell  reports  that  bis  advance  failed  to  draw 
out  the  enemy  5 whereupon  he,  with  a light  detachment,  went  down  to 
the  river,  opposite  Memphis,  and  made  some  demonstration  on  the  levee. 
A picket-boat  steamed  up  and  came  toward  the  shore,  but  did  not  land. 
He  will  move  his  force  down  this  morning. 

I inclose  charges  against  Graham,  a citizen,  residing  near  Memphis. 
He  is  reported  as  a bad  and  dangerous  man.  Colonel  C.  [Campbell]  sent 
him  in. 

It  is  estimated  that  over  40,000  men  went  down  to  Vicksburg  during 
the  past  ten  days,  consisting  of  Burnside’s  troops  from  Kentucky  and 
Herron’s  division  from  Missouri.  The  troops  have  all  been  withdrawn 
from  back  of  Memphis,  except  from  Corinth.  Kone  at  Bolivar,  Jack- 
son,  &c. 

I am  now  satisfied  that  Grant  has  not  retired  from  the  front  of  Vicks- 
burg, which  is  closely  besieged.  Johnston  is  at  Black  Eiver  Bridge. 
Banks  still  invests  Port  Hudson,  and,  notwithstanding  corroboratory 
statements,  it  is  doubtful  that  Kirby  Smith  has  crossed  the  river.  I can 
hear  nothing  of  the  Milliken  Bend  affair,  and  doubt  it  entirely.  I send 
late  papers.  We  hear  heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  Memphis. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

COLTON  GEEENE, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade, 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  ArJc.,  June  17,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell,  Fort  Smith : 

General:  I have  just  received  your  letter  of  this  morning.  The 
length  of  your  stay  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  will  be  governed  by 
circumstances  which  may  arise.  One  object  that  I hope  to  obtain  is  to 
find  out  what  effective  force  you  have.  Hill’s  and  Crawford’s  battalions, 
with  the  two  regiments  and  battery,  are,  I think,  large  enough  to  accom- 
plish the  object  indicated.  Sending  an  infantry  regiment  would  prevent 
the  rapidity  of  movement  essential  to  the  object  in  view.  The  order  was 
given  after  a careful  consideratibn  of  the  circumstances,  and  will  not  be 
changed  unless  new  ones  arise. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Office  Post  Quartermaster, 

Jachsonport,  Arlc.,  June  18,  1863. 
Major  [L.  A.]  Maclean,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  copy  a letter  received  from  L.  L.  Moore, 
agent  of  the  express  line,  dated  Mississippi  Eiver,  June  16,  1863,  10 
p.  m. : 

Mississippi  River,  June  16,  1863—10  p.  ni. 

Captain  Pritchard: 

I have  delayed  until  now,  waiting  for  Ingram,  agent  of  the  Jackson  (Miss.)  line. 
Have,  up  to  this  hour,  heard  nothing  from  him.  I have  no  positive  news  front 
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Vicksburg.  On  tbe  river  it  is  reported  that  we  are  still  safe,  and  our  army  confident. 
Chalmers  is  at  Byhalia,  Miss.  I have  tried  to  get  the  Memphis  papers  of  the  14th,  but 
failed.  Parties  who  read  them  report  nothing  new,  and  all  quiet.  River  reports  say 
Rosecrans  has  gone  to  Vicksburg.  Yesterday  five  boats  passed  down  with  troops 
(1,500).  The  boats  going  up,  until  this  evening,  were  either  hospitals  or  empty.  To- 
night (10  p.  m.)  five  have  passed  up  ; three  heavily  loaded ; could  not  see  what  with. 
I inclose  a register,  kept  each  day  from  daylight  till  10  p.  m.  While  writing  this, 
four  boats  have  met  and  passed  in  view  of  this  point.  There  is  more  activity  to-day 
than  usual.  No  gunboats  have  passed.  On  all  transports,  I am  told,  are  one  or  two 
pieces  of  artillery ; very  few  troops  visible.  What  fine  service  for  a regiment  of  cav- 
alry, with  a battery,  or  even  a section  of  artillery ! We  could  render  our  hard-pressed 
friends  at  Vicksburg  great  service.  The  capture  of  one  transport  here  (Walnut  Bend) 
or  at  Council  Bend  would  stop  transportation  for  two  days,  at  least,  which  might  be 
all-important.  The  channel  of  the  river  here  is  not  over  600  yards  from  shore,  and 
boats  oftener  run  in  250  yards  than  beyond  that  distance.  At  Council  Bend,  I am 
told,  it  is  quite  as  near,  and  more  room  in  the  rear  for  retreat,  but  retreat  would  not 
be  necessary  at  all,  in  case  flat-boats  can  be  had  on  the  Saint  Francis,  to  cross  artil- 
lery, and  the  horses  could  swi  m at  a hundred  places.  There  is  plenty  of  com  and  bacon 
to  feed  a regiment  a tnonth  here,  over  and  above  supplies  for  the  citizens.  Most  of  the 
families  and  negroes  are  gone.  There  are  no  gunboats  convoying  the  transports. 
Two  pieces  of  artillery,  5 miles  apart,  could  stop  any  transport  passing  up  or  down. 

This  is  a list  of  transports  : 

UP. 

June  13. — City  of  Memphis,  light ; Izetta,  Avith  100  prisoners  and  three  hospital 
boats. 

June  14. — Luminary,  empty,  and  Warner,  empty. 

June  15. — Ike  Hammet,  barge  and  cotton;  tow-boat  Wilson,  two  barges;  Evans- 
ville, cotton; , light ; Sultan,  light ; City  of  Alton,  light,  and  Black  Hawk,  light. 

June  16. — Six  transports,  three  loaded  (at  night). 

DOWN. 

June  13.— Two  tow-boats,  with  coal,  hay,  &c. ; one  large  boat  (night),  and  four  tow- 
boats. 

June  15. — Five  transports  with  troops. 

June  16. — City  of  Memphis,  Luminary,  Atlantic,  and  two  transports,  with  commis- 
sary stores. 

L.  L.  MOORE, 

Agent  Line  of  Couriers. 

This  is  forwardied  for  your  information. 

I am,  major,  respectfully, 

J.  K.  P.  PRITGHAED, 
Captain  and  Acting  Quartermaster. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

No.  — . f Jacksonport,  Arlc.,  June  18, 1863. 

I.  Pricers  division  will  be  prepared  for  an  attack  upon  Helena,  and 
will  rendezvous,  by  the  most  practicable  routes,  at  Cotton  Plant  on  Fri- 
day, June  26, 1863.  That  portion  of  the  cavalry  now  on  outpost  duty 
will  not  be  embraced  in  this  order,  but  will  continue  in  the  execution  of 
existing  orders. 

II.  Fagan’s  brigade  will  be  prepared  for  an  attack  upon  Helena,  and 
will,  by  the  most  practicable  route,  reach  Clarendon  on  Friday,  June 
26,  1863. 

III.  Generals  Price  and  Fagan  will  give  the  necessary  instructions 
to  supply  their  commands  with  at  least  twenty  days’  rations. 

IV.  Only  ammunition  and  supply  trains  and  such  wagons  as  are  nec- 
essary to  carry  cooking  utensils  will  be  allowed.  The  troops  will  march 
without  baggage  except  one  blanket. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes : 

JOHN  W.  HINSDALE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Greene’s  Brigade,  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Jiine  19,  1863. 

Major  [Henry]  Ewing,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

]Major  : I am  informed  by  Colonel  Gamx)bell,  whose  information  is 
received  through  a source  entitled  to  serious  consideration,  that  the 
enemy  is  concentrating  a heavy  cavalry  force  at  Ironton,  6,000  to  7,000 
strong,  with  a view  to  a raid  into  Arkansas.  The  force  is  commanded 
by  General  Jeff.  0.  D^-vis,  and  will  march  the  last  of  this  or  the  first  of 
next  week.  I consider  the  information  of  sufficient  importance  to  send 
a courier  at  once. 

Our  late  experience  in  Missouri  would  lead  to  the  belief  that  the  en- 
emy holds  in  hand  a large  cavalry  force  in  that  State,  and  I noticed  a 
reference  to  this  fact  in  a late  Federal  paper.  The  point  was  the  same 
as  that  named  above,  at  which  this  force  was  said  to  be ; and  their  re- 
cent successes  in  Mississippi  (Grierson’s)  and  Tennessee  might  encour- 
age them  to  undertake  this  expedition.  Large  quantities  of  forage  and 
a great  deal  of  beef-cattle  can  be  obtained  east  of  Saint  Francis  River, 
and  it  is  my  opinion  that  that  den  of  smugglers,  negro  thieves,  deserters, 
and  dealers  in  counterfeit  money  should  be  thoroughly  scourged.  Colo- 
nel C.  [Campbell]  again  reports  that  much  damage  can  be  done  to  the . 
enemy  on  the  river  with  a battery  of  6 and  12  pounder  guns,  and  with 
safety.  Wliat  shall  I do  with  the  large  number  of  prisoners  now  under 
charges  of  desertion,  counterfeiting,  &c.  % Shall  I send  all  the  citizens 
against  whom  the  charges  seem  to  be  well  founded  to  Little  Rock  ; and 
can  a guard  be  furnished  anywhere  between  here  and  there? 

I should  state  that  the  person  bringing  the  information  above  men- 
tioned is  two  days  from  Saint  Louis. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

COLTON  GREENE, 

Colonel^  &c. 

P.  S. — We  greatly  [need]  ammunition  of  all  kinds. 


Headquarters, 

Little  RocJc,  Ark.,  June  21,  1863. 

General  Sterling  Price  : 

General  : I have  the  sanction  of  General  Smith  for  our  operations, 
and  also  a letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  advising  or  suggesting  it. 
I have  no  further  suggestions  to  make,  except  that,  instead  of  going  to 
Cotton  Plant,  you  had  better  go  immediately  to  Switzer’s,  or,  as  it  is 
called  on  .the  map,  Oakland  Post-Office,  leaving  Cotton  Plant  to  your 
right. 

Please  say  to  General  Marmaduke  that  I have  his  appointment,  dated 
back  to  November.  Use  him  and  his  cavalry  to  stop  all  intercourse 
with  the  enemy.  Fagan  is  ready  and  in  high  condition  and  spirits. 

I am,  general,  very  truly,  yours, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant-General. 


Mississippi  River,  June  21,  18*63 — 4 a.  m. 
Captain  [J.  K.  P.]  Pritchard: 

1 can  get  no  papers.  Three  tow-boats  have  passed  down  since  Wed- 
nesday, one  of  them  light.  Seven  passed  up  light.  . The  steamer  Dove 
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went  down  last  night  j came  up  to-day  with  one  piece  of  artillery,  40 
men,  and  the  horses  harnessed.  Kumors  in  lieu  of  news.  Three  men 
crossed  here  this  evening.  They  reported  heavy  fighting  at  Vicksburg 
Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday,  and  firing  heard  on  Monday  morning. 
No  particulars  had  reached  Jackson  when  they  left.  The  Yankees 
came  to  Hernando  last  Thursday,  and  a party  went  within  3 miles  of 
Senatobia  ; also  a party  of  them  as  far  down  as  Grenada,  to  burn  the 
railroad  bridge.  Dobbin  and  Young  within  12  miles  of  Helena. 
Kespectfully, 

L.  L.  MOORE, 

Agent  of  Express  Line, 

[Indorsement.] 

[Maj.  L.  A.  Maclean, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General :] 

Major  : This  is  all  of  importance  that  came  by  this  line  last  night. 

J.  K.  P.  PRITCHARD, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


, • Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Eocl{,'ArJc.j  June  22,  1863. 


Maj.  Gen.  Sterlinu  Price, 

Commanding Jaclisonport,  Arl^.  : 


General  : The  lieutenant-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform 
you  that  full  authority  is  granted  you  to  return  to  duty  any  person  in 
your  command  under  arrest  whom  you  may  so  desire. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  BLAIR,  ‘ 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Jaclcsonportj  Arlc.,  June  22,  1863. 


Major-General  Price, 

Commanding  Division  : 


General  : I have  this  moment  received  a dispatch  from  Captain 
Reves,  which  I inclose.  I send  this  dispatch  to-night,  as  I deem  it  an 
important  one.  You  will  remember  that  Col.  Colton  Greene  has  twice 
written  me  on  this  subject — the  facts 'about  the  same  as  Reves  sends  ; 
that  Greene’s  informant  was  (as  he  sa^s)  just  from  Saint  Louis,  and  a 
reliable  man.  I have  previously  informed  you  that  I thought  the  Fed- 
erals  would  make  a cavalry  raid.  I am  now  almost  convinced  of  it,  and 
as  the  preparation  is  made  at  Iron  ton,  and  not  Rolla,  I think  they  pro- 
pose to  march  on  Batesville  or  Jacksonport,  and  perhaps  farther  south. 
I have  put  Burbridge  in  command  of  the  outposts  (Colonels  Coleman 
and  Wood  excepted,  as  they  are  not  under  my  orders),  and  have  in- 
formed him  of  Greene’s  letter;  have  also  advised  him  of  your  forces 
moving  toward  Helena.  I leave  here  early  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  MARMADUKE, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Camp  on  Current  Eiver, 

Four  miles  above  Doniphan,  June  21, 1863. 
Geueral  AIarmaduke,  JacJcsonport : 

General  : Scouts  returning  from  6 miles  of  Ironton  report  6,000 
Federals  there,  nearly  all  mounted,  and  they  are  trying  to  mount  all; 
1,000  at  Bailey’s,  8 miles  from  Patterson,  on  the  Ironton  road ; they 
are  cavalry  also;  100  at  Centreville,  in  Eeynolds  County,  all  lying 
still,  sending  out  no  scouts.  It  is  rumored  there  that  they  are  pre- 
paring to  go  northwest.  Thev  are  expecting  us  to  attack  them  daily. 

T.  EEVES, 

Captain,  Commanding  Independent  Company  of  Scouts. 


Headquarters  Missouri  Cavalry  Eegiment, 

Camp  at  Bussells  Ferry,  June  22,  1863. 

Maji  Gen.  Sterling  Price, 

Commanding  Frontier,  at  Jacksonport,  Ark.: 

General;  I have  just  received  a dispatch  from  Colonel  Kitchen, 
who  saw  the  Saint  Louis  Eepublican  of  the  16th.  Lee  has  invaded 
Pennsylvania  with  a force  estimated  at  90,000.  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  and 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  are  in  our  iiossession.  Lincoln  calls  for  100,000  mili- 
tia to  repel  the  invasion.  Federals  are  moving  their  supplies  from  Aquia 
Creek  to  Alexandria,  and  have  changed  their  base  of  operations.  A 
battle  is  daily  expected  there.  No  change  in  matters  at  Vicksburg. 
Eebel  privateers  are  making  sad  havoc  with  Federal  shipping  on  the 
Atlantic.  My  scouts  report  but  few  Federals  at  Eolla  and  Ironton. 
All  the  regular  troops  have  been  sent  to  Vicksburg.  I have  given  strict 
orders  to  all  my  outposts  to  allow  no  one,  under  any  circumstances,  to 
l)ass  north.  I will  use  every  precaution  to  prevent  the  movement  of 
our  army  at  Jacksonport  from  being  known  by  the  enemy.  If  an  ad- 
vance is  made  in  this  direction,  I will  harass  and  impede  his  progress  as 
much  as  possible.  I have  built  a good  bridge  across  Black  Eiver  at 
this  point,  and  my  wagons  are  now  crossing  upon  it.  If  I should  be 
ordered  to  leave  this  point,  I think  it  should  be  sent  to  Jacksonport. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  Q.  BUEBEIDGE, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Outposts. 


Mississippi  Eiver,  June  22,  1863. — 8 a.  m. 
[Capt.  J.  K.  P.  Pritchard  :] 

Captain  : I fear  the  report  of  the  Federals  between  Panola  and 
Grenada  true.  I have  notliing  from  Ingram  yet.  The  steamer  Dove 
passed  up  last  evening,  and  at  11  o’clock  last  night  shelled  my  friend 
Clampett’s  place,  in  Council  Bend.  No  damage  done.  I heard  thirteen 
shots  here  very  distinctly.  It  is  8 miles  from  here  to  Clampett’s  by 
land  and  23  by  water.  I rode  through,  beating  a boat  that  passed  here 
the  same  time  I started  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  Artillery  is  firing 
on  a boat  here.  Could  go  across  the  point  and  prepare  for  action  at 
Clampett’s  before  the  boat  could  reach  there.  So,  if  we  failed  to  catch 
her  at  one  point,  we  could  make  another  trial  at  the  other.  The  channel 
is  near  shore  at  both  places.  A quick  and  energetic  commander  could 
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do  wonders  here.  Colonel  Campbell  is  too  high  up,  or  we  want  another 
body  of  troops  here. 

The  gunboat  that  went  down  as  a convoy  this  morning  had  very 
heavy  guns,  twelve  in  number.  She  is  new  and  formidable  in  appear- 
ance. Also  a large  barge,  with  six  heavy  cannon  and  stocks  on  it. 

I have  no  reliable  news  from  Vicksburg.  Rumors  confirm  a three 
days’  fight.  Grant  badly  whipped,  and  asked  for  an  armistice  of  three 
days  to  bury  his  dead.  Johnston  replied  that  he  was  in  command  of 
the  boys  now,  and  that  they  had  commenced  in  earnest. 

L.  L.  MOOEE, 

Agent  [Ex]gress]  Line. 

[Indorsement.] 

[Maj.  L.  A.  Maclean, 

Assista7it  Adjutant- General ;] 

Major  : This  is  a copy  of  Moore’s  dispatch  to  me  : 

PASSED  DOWN. 

Jliwe  21. — Gunboat,  twelve  guns]  ordnance  boat]  Jacob  Strader,  troops;  Prima 
Donna,  troops ; White  Cloud,  ordnance  ; Liberty,  quartermasters  stores,  and  Orderly, 
light. 

J.  K.  P.  PEITCHAED, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


Headquarters  Missouri  Cavalry  Regiment, 

Gamp  atBusselVs  Ferry.,  Jn7ie  23,  1863. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assista7it  Adjutant- 6 eiieral,  in  the  Field  : 

Major  : A scout  of  100  Eederals  came  to  Thomasville,  Mo.,  on  last 
Friday,  and  destroyed  several  mills  in  that  vicinity.  They  evidently 
were  on  a robbing  expedition,  and  after  a few  hours’  stay  retreated  in  the 
direction  of  Rolla.  All  quiet  in  the  direction  of  Ironton.  one  will  bo 

allowed  to  pass  my  lines  going  north  until  further  orders  from  General 
Marmaduke.  I am  using  every  effort  to  induce  the  enemy  to  believe 
that  our  army  at  Jacksonport  is  preparing  to  move  into  Missouri ; stop- 
ping all  communication  will  have  that  effect.  Federals  from  Ironton 
are  sending  no  scouts  in  this  direction.  That  looks  a little  like  they  are 
massing  their  forces  for  a forward  move,  but  I will  keep  a close  watch 
upon  them.  I think  as  soon  as  things  develop  themselves  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi River  that  they  will  move  in  this  direction.  I would  like  to 
have  authority,  in  case  this  happens,  to  order  Colonels  Wood  and  Cole- 
man to  join  me.  Colonel  Wood  has  four  small  guns  that  could  be  used 
to  some  advantage.  Success  attend  yon. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JRO.  Q.  BURBRIDGE, 

Colonel,  Co7nmanding  Outposts. 


Hdqrs.  Greene’s  Brigade,  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Gamp  near  Wittshiu'g,  Jime  23,  1863. 
Maj.  Henry  Ewing,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Jachsonport : 

Major  : I shall  move  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o’clock.  From  my 
line  above  Helena  on  the  river,  I learn  that  Grant  made  three  assaults 
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upon  Vicksburg  on  the  15th  instant,'  and  was  repulsed  with  heavy  loss — 
loss  greatly  exceeding  his  late  disasters.  On  the  14th  and  15th,  John- 
ston marched  from  Canton  and  Jackson  with  a heavy  train  of  ammu- 
nition and  provisions  for  Vicksburg.  Bowen  and  Walker  command  the 
advance ; Breckinridge  the  rear. 

Southern  accounts  report  that  A.  P.  Hill,  with  the  Stonewall  Corps, 
totally  defeated  Milroy,  and  drove  him  across  the  Potomac  with  great 
slaughter. 

It  was  rumored  last  night  that  the  enemy  landed  a considerable  cav- 
alrj^  force  near  Memphis,  on  this  side,  yesterday.  I immediately  started 
two  reliable  men  to  ascertain  the  facts. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

COLTON  GBEENE, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 


Major  [L.  A.]  Maclean, 

Assistant  Adjutant- 0 eneral : 


Mississippi  Kiver, 

June  23,  1863 — 4 a.  m. 


I have  just  returned  from  a 12-mile  ride  and  across  the  river  after 
news.  I send  you  for  General  Price  the  Memphis  Bulletin  of  fhe  20th. 
No  tidings  from  Ingram  yet.  Last  night  a fire  was  seen  directly  east  of 
here;  to-day  we  have  news  of  the  Eederals  in  2J  miles  of  Commerce, 
burning  every  house  as  they  pass.  Chalmers  fired  into  three  boats  last 
Thursday ; struck  one  boat  nine  times  in  eighteen  shots,  once  in  her 
boiler.  Chalmers  had  a fight  with  the  enemy  between  Hernando  and 
Noncounah ; killed  20,  wounded  30,  and  captured  60  prisoners  and  100 
horses.  This  I believe  reliable,  as  I heard  it  from  different  sources,  one 
direct  from  Memphis  and  the  other  at  Austin.  Eumors  that  the  Eed- 
ereds  last  Thursday  burned  Panola ; no  particulars. ' Dr.  Dunn’s  son, 
from  Helena,  says  it  is  common  talk  among  the  citizens  there  that  Grant 
has  been  badly  whi^iped  at  Vicksburg,  and  is  completely  surrounded. 
The  citizens  are  wishing  every  day  for  General  Price  to  come  with  his 
forces  to  the  Mississiiipi  Eiver  and  close  in  on  all  below.  A large  force 
here  could  do  it,  and  i)rev^ent  the  destruction  of  their  property  on  the 
river,  while  a small  force  would  only  exasperate  them  and  cause  them 
to  destroy  all  the  property  in  reach  of  them.  The  country  between 
Saint  Francis  and  Mississippi  has  never  been  drawn  on  for  provisions, 
and  is  the  most  plentiful  iiortion  of  Arkansas  I have  yet  seen,  and  you 
know  I have  had  some  opportunity  of  knowing.  Most  of  the  planters 
have  moved  off,  leaving  all  their  corn,  and  in  many  cases  their  bacon. 
This  and  Council  Bend  are  good  places  to  fire  on  boats.  I would  like 
to  see  two  heavy  jiieces  of  artillery  here,  with  a regiment  to  sui)port 
them. 

L.  L.  MOOEE, 

Agent  [Eo'prcss  Line], 

[Indorsemeut.] 


Major:  This  is  the  latest,  and  copied  at  midnight  1 forward  all 
your  mails. 

Eespectfully, 


J.  K.  P.  PEITCHAED, 


Captain. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  June  23,  1863. 


Captain  [W.  H.]  Shannon, 

Conmanding  Company  near  Evansville,  Arlc.  : 


Captain  : I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  write  to  you  in 
regard  to  certain  complaints  of  the  conduct  of  some  of  your  men,  which 
have  reached  his  ears  from  various  quarters,  but  more  particularly  from 
Mr.  Ewing,  who  states  that  a conspiracy  has  been  entered  into  between 
some  of  your  men  to  murder  and  rob  him.  This  utter  disregard  of  person 
and  property  by  men  in  the  Confederate  service  must  and  shall  be  put  an 
end  to ; and  I am  instructed  by  General  Steele  to  say  that  you  will  be 
held  personally  and  strictly  accountable  for  any  outrages  committed  by 
your  men.  The  question  as  to  whether  a man  is  “ Union  ” or  not  is  not 
one  which  should  be  considered  at  all,  provided  he  is  at  home  attending 
to  his  business,  and  not  violating  any  of  the  laws  of  the  country  or  the 
Eules  and  Articles  of  War.  What  a man^s  sentiments  or  opinions  may 
be  is  not  a sufficient  cause  for  punishment,  particularly  by  irresponsible 
parties,  who,  if  permitted  to  judge  as  to  who  is  or  who  is  not  “ Union,” 
would  rob  friend  or  foe.  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  at 
once  collect  all  the  men  belonging  to  your  company,  and  any  stragglers 
from  other  companies,  and  report  without  delay  to  your  regiment. 

Very  respectful! v, 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  Jtine  24,  1863. 

Lieutenant-General  Smith  : 

General  : I have,  after  some  thought,  determined  to  write  you  a 
minute  letter,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  you  an  insight  into  affairs  in 
this  portion  of  your  command — an  insight  which  I have  obtained  only 
after  months’  service.  I take  the  liberty  without,  perhaps,  an  acquaint- 
ance to  justify  it,  but  relying  upon  the  character  you,  in  common  with 
most  officers  of  the  old  army,  have  borne.  Should  it  not  correspond 
with  your  ideas  of  propriety,  send  it  back  ; only  give  me  credit  for  a 
desire  to  serve  the  cause  we  are  engaged  in.  I have  been  placed  in  a 
command  not  sought  by  me,  and  which  had  been  declined  by  others  to 
whom  it  had  been  offered  by  General  Holmes,  as  it  was  thought  to  be  a 
graveyard  for  reputations.  I came  here  a stranger,  with  troops  terribly 
demoralized  and  without  supplies  or  transportation.  I have  had  many 
difficulties  to  surmount,  which,  when  overcome,  show  nothing  except  to 
the  close  and  experienced  observer,  and  not  the  least  of  the  difficulties  I 
have  had  to  contend  with  has  been  the  want  of  competent  and  reliable 
officers  in  the  staff  department.  The  country  under  my  command  con- 
tains a number  of  stations  which  are  too  remote  for  my  personal  con- 
trol, and  in  many  of  them  I fear  there  has  been  great  irregularity ; if 
not  knowing,  every  day  convinces  me  more  and  more  that  knavery  is 
predominant,  and  I have  lately  been  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  there 
is  an  extensive  combination  to  control  the  purchases  in  Northern  Texas. 
It  is  a fact  of  common  notoriety  that  fortunes  have  been  made  during 
this  war,  not  only  by  speculators,  but  by  some  of  the  disbursing  officers. 
This  fact  is  not  sufficient  to  ground  charges  upon,  but  it  is  a sufficient 
cause  for  distrust  and  for  the  desire  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  these 
officers.  For  these  reasons  I dislike  to  have  the  quartermasters  and 
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commissaries,  most  of  them,  who  have  been  operatin^^  here  and  on  lied 
Eiver,  under  former  commanders.  Major  [N.  B.]  Pearce,  chief  commis- 
sary of  Texas,  and  Major  [Thomas]  Lanigan,  now  on  duly  in  Northern 
Texas,  have  both  of  them,  according  to  report,  been  too  intimate  with 
certain  speculators  from  this  place,  now  in  Northern  Texas.  Both  of 
the  officers  referred  to  are  strangers  to  me,  as  well  as  the  speculators 
referred  to.  These  speculators  control  large  sums  of  money,  and  have 
some  political  influence.  All  has  been,  or  will  be,  brought  to  bear  to 
bring  or  heep  here  such  agents  of  the  Government  as  are  useful  to  them. 

The  delegate  from  the  Nation  brought  a scheme,  approved  by  the 
President,  for  a separate  and  permanent  command  in  the  Indian  coun- 
try. The  exact  nature  of  his  instructions  I do  not  know,  not  having- 
seen  them,  but  it  has  had  the  effect  to  set  to  work  all  the  machinery 
that  could  be  brought  to  bear  by  each,  in  force,  of  the  two  brigades  who 
are  now  under  my  command.  Promotion  and  command  for  some  and 
money  for  others  will  be  the  mainsprings  of  action  in  the  changes  that 
may  be  urged  to  be  made  in  this  country.  Major  Lee,  commissary,  is 
now  engaged  in  following  up  some  of  the  rascally  indications.  I shall 
dislike  very  much  to  lose  Major  Lee’s  services.  I think  they  are  of 
more  importance  here  now  than  they  ever  have  been  in  any  new  field 
of  operations. 

The  Indian  command  is  a large  one  to  feed.  The  indigent  loyal  In- 
dians have  been  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  Government  supplies. 
This  has  been  a matter  of  necessity,  and  is  still,  though  to  a less  extent. 
The  Cherokee  refugees  will  refuse  assistance  much  longer  than  others. 
Indian  troops  you  are  familiar  with.  Col.  Stand  Watie  is  the  only  one 
of  the  command,  as  far  as  I know,  who  is  above  the  ordinary  mark. 

The  Creeks  appear  to  be  especially  unreliable.  With  these  troops, 
and  without  proper  artillery,  it  would  be  foolish  to  attempt  to  take  Fort 
Gibson.  I am,  therefore,  attempting  to  force  the  enemy  out  by  cutting 
off*  his  supplies,  with  a good  prospect  of  success. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Missouri  Cavalry  Eegiment, 

Camp  at  BusseWs  Ferry.,  June  25, 1863. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  in  the  Field  : 

Ma.tor:  No  news  from  the  enemy  to-day.  A Federal  scout  of  250 
men  crossed  Little  Black  at  Ponder’s  Mill  on  last  Sunday.  I pursued 
them  with  about  300,  when  they  retreated  toward  Patterson.  Colonel 
Campbell  and  Captain  Eeves  are  certainly  mistaken  about  the  num- 
ber of  the  enemy  at  Ironton.  They  have  between  3,000  and  4,000  men. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  enemy  have  sent  a great  many  men  to  Vicks- 
burg from  the  vicinity  of  Ironton.  Three  thousand  men  were  shipped 
at  one  time.  It  is  absurd  to  think  that  the  enemy  were  preparing  to 
move  in  this  direction  with  their  present  force.  When  they  hear  that 
our  army  has  left  Jacksonport  and  gone  in  the  direction  of  Helena,  they 
will  move  in  this  direction,  and  not  until  then.  I will  use  every  effort 
to  prevent  them  receiving  that  information. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  Q.  BUEBEIDGE, 

Colonel.  Commanding  Outposts. 
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Camp  Johnson,  three  miles  above  Doniphan, 

On  the  West  Side  of  the  Kiver, 

June  25,  1803. 

[Col.  John  Q.  Burbridge  :J 

General:  Our  scouts,  who  have  just  returned  from  near  Irontou, 
report  a heavy  concentration  of  cavalry  at  that  point,  estimated  at  15,000 
or  20,000.  They  are  collecting  all  their  forces  from  the  north  and  north- 
west portions  of  the  State  to  this  point.  There  is  a larger  cavalry  force 
at  Ironton  than  ever  before  known  to  be  at  that  point.  They  are  daily 
expecting  the  advance  of  General  Price’s  army.  They  are  commanded 
by  General  Davidson.  McNeil’s  command  is  also  at  Ironton.  Their 
picket  is  stationed  at  Big  Creek  Bridge,  about  8 miles  above  Patterson. 
They  are  about  300  in  number ; their  scouts  all  coming  as  low  down  as 
Greenwood  Valley.  They  have  also  reported  the  country  to  be  full  of 
rebels.  I send  you  a paper  of  the  20th. 

B.  A.  JOHNSON, 

First.  Lieut..,  Comdg.  Reves^  Co.  of  Missouri  Scouts,  on  Outpost  Duty. 


Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  June  25,  [1863.] 
Brigadier-General  Cabell,  Commanding : 

General  : I received  last  night  a letter  from  General  Cooper,  dated 
23d,  in  which  he  says  : 

I will  send  to-day  a force  of  about  1,000  mounted  men  up  west  side  of  Grand  River 
1o  intercept  and  capture  the  anticipated  train,  should  it  come  down  on  that  side  of  the 
river.  Colonel  Watie,  with  500  men,  will  iwoceed  as  far  up  as  Cabin  Creek. 

He  does  not  say  that  he  has  any  fiositive  information  in  regard  to  the 
train.  It  is  reported  from  unofficial  sources  that  the  Osages  have  re- 
ported the  train  as  coming. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ' 

WM.  STEELE. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 

Jackson,  Miss.,  June  26, 1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Trans- Mississippi  Department : 

General  : You  have  probably  learued  before  this  reaches  you  of  the 
critical  aspect  of  affairs  at  Vicksburg.  General  Pemberton  is  closely 
invested  with  his  garrison,  numbering  about  18,000  effectives.  It  is 
impossible  with  the  force  the  Government  has  put  at  my  disposal  to 
raise  the  siege  of  the  city;  the  most  that  I can  do  is  iiossibly  to  extri- 
cate the  army,  leaving  the  place  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  If  forced 
to  the  alternative,  this  is  what  I shall  be  compelled  to  do,  however  re- 
luctantly. Our  only  hope  of  saving  Vicksburg  now  depends  on  the 
operations  of  your  troops  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  General  Pem- 
berton says  he  has  provisions  for  a fortnight;  perhaps  he  has  them  for 
a longer  time.  Now,  if  you  can  contrive  either  to  plant  artillery  on  the 
Mississippi  banks,  drive  beef  into  Vicksburg,  or  join  the  garrison,  should 
it  be  practicable  or  expedient,  we  may  be  able  to  save  the  city.  Your 
troops  up  to  this  time  have  done  nothing.  Placing  the  highest  confi- 
dence in  your  intelligence,  skill,  enthusiasm,  and  appreciation  of  the 
mighty  stake  involved  in ‘the  great  issue  now  pending,  I have  earn- 
estly to  suggest  that  you  will  repair  Avith  all  possible  dispatch  in  person 
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to  the  sceue  of  action,  and  do  whatsoever  in  your  judgment  you  may 
deem  best  to  accomplish  the  immense  result  of  saving  Vicksburg  and 
our  communications  with  your  department. 

I am,  very  truly,  yours, 

j.  E.  johnsto:n^. 

[P.  S.] — An  intelligent  officer,  who  brought  dispatches  from  General 
Pemberton,  expresses  confidence  that  if  your  troops  could  send  in 
abundance  of  cattle,  and  themselves  (8,000)  join  the  garrison,  the  place 
would  be  saved. 


. Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Clarendon^  June  26,  1863. 

General  Sterling  Price,  Commanding  Column  : 

My  Dear  General  : I deeply  regret  your  misfortune.  Please  in- 
form me  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  your  exact  condition,  your 
ability  to  proceed,  and  what  are  the  probable  obstacles  you  will  have 
to  contend  with,  where  General  Marmaduke  is,  and  where  he  will  join 
you. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant^  General. 


Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

iSivitzer^s,  June  26,  1863. 

Major  [L.  A.]  Maclean,  Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Ma.tor  : Shelby’s  and  Greene’s  brigades  and  trains  have  arrived  safely 
at  this  point.  They  will  camj)  to-night  some  3 or  4 miles  from  this 
])oiut,  on  road  to  Helena.  No  news  from  Helena,  nor  of  General  Holmes. 
My  headquarters  will  be  at  this  point  until  to-morrow  morning,  and 
orders  will  reach  me  here.  My  troops  will  remain  in  their  camp  of  to- 
night until  further  orders  from  General  Price.  Please  send  me  any 
letters  or  xiapers  for  me  or  my  division. 

Verv  respectfully, 

J.  S.  MARMADUKE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  McRae’s  Brigade, 

Camp  Cache  River June  26,  [1863] — 0 ]).  m. 

Major  [L,  A.]  Maclean, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  PrMs  Division  : 

Major:  I am  under  the  necessity  of  informing  you  that  it  is  utterly 
impossible  to  get  my  train  across  Cache.  None  of  my  commissary  or 
regimental  wagons  and  but  two  ordnance  wagons  have  arrived.  My 
battery  is  over  all  safe,  except  the  battery  wagon,  which  is  mired.  The 
way  this  side  of  the  bridge  is  entirely  impassable  for  wagons  until  it  is 
cross-laid,  which  cannot  be  done  to-night,  as  my  men  are  worn  out.  I 
have  had  200  men  on  fatigue  there  since  6 o’clock.  The  mud  is  so  deep 
on  this  side  of  the  bridge  that  mules  cannot  stand  up,  and  it  is  so  dark 
in  the  bottom  that  men  can  neither  see  to  work  nor  drive. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respectfully, 

• D.  McRAE, 

Brigadier’  General, 
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General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

No.  1.  ) In  the  Fields  Clarendon,  June  26,  1863. 

I.  The  movement  against  Helena  will  be  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the  district. 

II.  Major-General  Price,  with  the  forces  now  under  his  command, 
will  constitute  the  first  column,  and  will  march  from  SwitzePs,  on  the 
direct  road  to  Helena,  keeping  his  cavalry  well  in  advance.  He  will 
communicate  with  headquarters  at  the  close  of  each  day^s  march.  Briga- 
dier-Generals Fagan’s  and  L.  M.  Walker’s  brigades  will  constitute  the 
second  column,  of  which  Walker’s  brigade  will  be  the  advance,  and  will 
rendezvous  at  a point  hereafter  to  be  designated.  Fagan’s  brigade  will 
march  on  the  lower  Little  Eock  road. 

III.  On  the  march  the  troops  will  be  kept  well  in  hand,  and  regi- 
mental and  company  commanders  are  made  responsible  that  no  man 
leaves  the  ranks  without  the  iiermission  of  his  company  commander. 
A violation  of  this  will  be  followed  by  the  immediate  arrest  of  the  delin- 
quent ojQficer. 

IV.  The  trains  will  be  so  ordered  that  they  cannot  interfere  with  the 
operation  of  the  troops,  who  must  always  be  ready  to  form  line  of  battle 
at  a moment’s  notice.  The  chief  quartermaster  of  the  first  column  and 
the  quartermaster  of  Fagan’s  brigade  will  have  charge  of  the  trains, 
except  the  ordnance  w’agons,  of  their  respective  columns.  They  will  be 
aided  by  the  brigade  and  regimental  quartermasters,  the  latter  being 
required  to  remain  at  all  times  with  their  respective  trains. 

V.  The  chief  medical  officer  of  the  first  column,  and  the  senior  surgeon 
of  Fagan’s  brigade,  will  have  the  control  of  the  ambulances  of  their  re- 
spective columns.  The  ambulances  will  be  kept  with  the  brigades  to 
which  they  belong,  and  will  not  be  used  for  any  other  purpose  than  the 
transportation  of  the  sick  and  wounded. 

VI.  Capt.  E.  M.  Gaines,  jr.,  is  announced  as  chief  quartermaster  of 
field  transportation  on  the  staff  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  : 

JOHN  W.  HINSDALE, 

A ssistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Clarendon,  June  27,  1863 — 8 a.  m. 
General  Sterling  Price,  Commanding  Column : 

My  Dear  General  : Fagan  moved  forward  this  morning,  and  will 
be  at  Trenton  on  Monday.  I will  proceed  to  Trenton  at  once,  where  your 
answer  to  this  will  find  me.  I sent  a courier  to  you  yesterday,  who  has 
not  returned.  Please  keep  me  advised  daily  of  everything  connected 
with  your  command.  Until  otherwise  advised,  you  can  find  me  at 
Trenton. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

TAeutenant-  Genera  1. 

Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

Gamp  near  Bayou  de  Yieic,  Saturday,  June  27,  1863 — 1 p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  Commanding,  efic.  : 

General:  I have  already  informed  you  of  the  unavoidable  delay  of 
my  command  by  the  extraordinary  rains  of  the  last  four  days.  I arrived 
at  and  crossed  Cache  Eiver  with  my  cavalry  on  Thursday  morning,  and 
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ordered  General  Marmadiike  to  encamp  that  niglit  at  Switzer’s.  This 
lie  did.  The  infantry  Avas,  however,  in  consequence  of  the  rapid  rise  of 
Cache  Kiver,  unable  to  finish  the  crossing  of  that  stream  with  their 
trains  before  4 o’clock  yesterday  afternoon,  having  fasted  from  daybreak 
of  the  previous  day.  I had  meanwhile  caused  Bayou  de  Yiew  to  be 
bridged,  and  the  bottom  on  each  side  of  it  to  be  causewayed,  as  also 
Caney  Creek ; but  the  very  heavy  rains  of  yesterday  and  last  night 
raised  both  the  bayou  and  the  creek  so  much  as  to  sweep  away  the 
bridges,  and  to  render  the  bottoms  utterly  impassable.  Large  working 
parties,  limited  only  by  the  number  of  axes  and  tools  in  the  command, 
have  been  kept  constantly  employed,  and  I am  using  every  energy  to 
the  repair  of  the  bridges  and  road.  I hope  to  get  over  Bayou  de  View 
to  night  or  to-morrow.  I shall  have  then  to  wait  for  the  fall  of  Caney 
Creek,  which  is  swimming,  and  wdiich  I have  no  means  to  bridge.  The 
citizens  of  the  vicinity  inform  me  that  it  generally  becomes  fordable 
within  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours  after  the  rains  cease.  I shall 
not  depend  upon  its  fall,  however,  but  will  do  all  that  my  limited  means 
make  possible  to  cross  it.  I have  reduced  my  transportation  to  the 
very  least  possible  amount,  and  can  move  rapidly  whenever  the  waters 
will  permit  me  to  move  at  all.  General  Marmaduke  remains  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Switzer’s,  with  Grfeene’s  and  Shelby’s  brigades. 

I have,  general,  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest,  &c.,  your  obedient 
servant, 

STEELING  PEICE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Third  Briuade, 

Camp  Cache  Eiver,  June  27,  [1863] — 1 p.  m. 

Major  [L.  A.]  Maclean, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Price’s  Division  : 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  train  is  now  across  Cache, 
and  that  General  Parsons  is  crossing,  and  will  soon  be  over. 

I remain,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McEAE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Bayou  de  View,  June  27, 1863. 
Major  [Thomas  L.]  Snead,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : In  consequence  of  yesterday’s  and  last  night’s  rain,  the 
bayou  is  rapidly  rising,  and  repairs  that  would  have  cost  twenty-four 
hours’  labor  will  now  require  forty-eight,  provided  it  rains  no  more. 
The  cavalry  and  train  have  all  crossed,  but  it  will  be  a physical  impos- 
sibility for  the  infantry  train  to  get  over.  There  is  a ferry-boat  that 
can  put  over  four  wagons  the  hour. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  MHOON, 

Lieutenant,  Engineer. 


Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Switzer^s,  June  27,  1863. 

Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Price’s  Division: 

Major:  Greene’s  brigade  is  camped  5 miles  beyond  this;  Shelby  3 
miles  beyond  Greene;  both  on  the  Helena  road,  via  Moro.  There  is  no 
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fora^^e  iu  this  country,  nor  where  Shelby  and  Greene  are  now  camped. 
I learn  that  I can  get  forage,  and,  perhaps,  meal  and  beef-cattle  some  20 
miles  from  here,  on  the  Helena  road.  1 will  still  be  some  distance  from 
General  Walker’s  force,  which  is  picketing- all  approaches  to  Helena. 
I desire  to  move  my  command  to  the  point  where  1 can  get  forage  and 
subsistence,  and  at  the  same  time  I can  effectually  stop  all  passing  to 
and  from  Helena. 

Yerv  respectfully, 

J.  S.  MAEMADUKE, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

[P.  S.] — NTothing  heard  from  General  Holmes,  Fagan,  or  from  Helena. 
Please  send  any  letter  for  me  or  my  division. 


Headquarters,  June  27,  1863. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : The  scout  sent  to  Memphis  report  no  enemy  on  this  side  in 
that  direction.  They  left  Marion  day  before  yesterday,  and  heard  heavy 
firing  toward  Memphis.  It  is  supposed  that  Forrest  had  attacked  the 
place.  He  captured  a force  sent  out  the  day  before.  Citizens  at  Mar- 
ion, just  from  the  river,  heard  the  fire  of  small-arms.  Captain  Eandall 
informs  me  that  during  our  demonstration  near  Memphis,  troops  were 
sent  from  Helena,  which  returned  to  that  place  since  he  made  his  last 
report,  and  gave  rise  to  the  rumor  that  Helena  was  re-enforced. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

COLTON  GEEENE, 

Colonel,  &c. 


Military  Special  Orders,  ) Executive  Dept,  of  Missouri, 

No.  12.  f Little  Eoclc,  Arlc.,  June  27,  1863. 

I.  Col.  Waldo  P.  Johnson,  of  the  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  of  America,  having  been  authorized  by  Lieutenant-General 
Smith,  commanding  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  to  go  into  the 
State  of  Missouri  and  there  enlist  for  twelve  months  volunteer  compa- 
nies for  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  authority  is  hereby  granted 
to  Col.  Waldo  P.  Johnson  by  himself,  or  his  agent  therefor  by  him  ap- 
pointed in  writing,  to  impress,  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and 
on  its  credit,  all  supplies  which  he  may  deem  necessary  or  useful  in  his 
recruiting  service. 

II.  Whenever  supplies  are  impressed  under  this  order,  a written  cer- 
tificate shall  be  given  to  the  person  from  whom  the  same  are  impressed, 
setting  forth  the  quantity,  description,  and  market  value  thereof,  the 
person  from  whom  and  the  place  at  which  they  are  taken,  that  the 
same  are  impressed  under  this  order,  and  that  compensation  will  here- 
after be  made  therefor  on  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  loyalty  of  the 
owner  thereof  to  the  State  of  Missouri  and  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  during  the  present  war. 

HI.  A full  and  accurate  account  shall  be  rendered  to  the  quarter- 
master-general of  the  State  of  Missouri  of  all  property  impressed  under 
this  order,  specifying,  as  far  as  possible,  the  supplies  used  before  and 
those  used  after  the  muster  into  the  Confederate  service  of  the  company 
to  which  the  recruits  receiving  such  supplies  may  belong. 
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IV.  Every  appointment  by  Col.  Waldo  P.  Johnson  of  an  agent  under 
this  order  shall  be  accompanied  by  a copy  of  this  order,  certified  by 
Col.  Waldo  P.  Johnson,  and  no  such  agent  shall  have  any  authority  to 
appoint  any  sub-agent  unless  expressly  thereto  authorized  in  writing  by 
Col.  Waldo  P.  Johnson. 

THOS.  C.  EEYNOLDS, 

Gov.  of  Missouri  and  Vomma7ider -in- Chief  Missouri  State  Guard. 

[ludorsements.] 

June  27,  1863. 

Having  authorized  Col.  Edward  B.  Hull  to  recruit  in  the  State  of 
Missouri,  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  exercise  the  following  powers, 
granted  in  the  foregoing  order  of  Thomas  C.  Eeynolds,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  to  wit : When  he  recruits  troops  for  the  Confederate 
service,  he  is  authorized  to  impress  provisions  for  his  men  and  forage 
for  their  teams,  and  also  the  necessary  transportation,  keeping  an  ac- 
curate account  of  the  amount  taken  and  the  disposition  made  of  'the 
same,  being  careful  in  all  proceedings  to  conform  strictly  with  the  pro- 
visions of  said  order. 

WALDO  P.  JOHNSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Fourth  Missouri  Infantry. 

Colonel  Hull  is  authorized  to  empower  as  many  as  six  persons  to  im- 
press supplies,  in  compliance  with  the  foregoing  order. 

Tyler,  TEX.,^Aorem&er  2,  1863. 

Captain  Chambers  is  authorized  to  exercise  the  powers  granted  in 
the  foregoing  order  for  all  troops  raised  under  my  orders. 

E.  B.  HULL, 

Colonel  on  Becruiting  Service. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Trenton^  June  28,  1863 — 3 p.  ni. 

General  Sterlinq  Price: 

My  Dear  General  : I have  just  heard  from  Eagan ; he  will  be  here 
to-night.  I sincerely  hope  you  will  be  able  to  move  soon  and  rapidly, 
but  always  in  perfect  order,  and  without  haste  or  disorder.  In  the 
mean  time  keep  Marmaduke  well  in  advance  toward  La  Grange,  where 
I am  assured  there  is  plenty  of  forage.  This  disposition  of  him  will 
protect  your  left  and  front,  and  enable  him  to  relieve  Walkers  pickets 
toward  the  Saint  Francis,  so  far  as  pickets  are  necessary  to  prevent 
persons  from  going  into  Helena.  I have  directed  General  [L.  M.]  W alker 
to  withdraw  all  his  pickets  from  that  direction.  His  brigade  is  4 miles 
east  of  Big  Creek,  on  the  Little  Eock  road ; his  pickets  close  to  Helena. 
I wish  you  to  march  your  infantry  and  artillery  on  the  Spring  Creek 
road,  and  we  will  all  assemble  at  its  junction  with  th’e  Little  Eock  road 
and  make  our  final  dispositions.  Marmaduke  will  rejoin  you  from  La 
Grange  at  that  point  by  a road  called  “ Scrouge-about  road.  Please 
direct  him  to  keep  his  scouts  well  out  toward  the  Saint  Francis  Eiver 
and  Helena.  Please  be  particular  to  notify  Marmaduke,  so  as  to  keep 
him  in  the  advance,  and  let  him  precede  you. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

P.  S. — Please  let  me  hear  from  you  daily. 
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Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

Camp  five  miles  east  of  Sivitzer^s^  Monday  nighty  Jnne  29, 1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes  : 

General  : I have  delayed  writing  until  I might  inform  you  with  some 
degree  of  certainty  as  to  my  future  movements.  I succeeded  in  getting 
all  my  trains  across  Caney  to-day,  and  both  Parsons  and  McRae  are 
now  in  camp  at  this  place.  I shall  endeavor  to  make  a move  by  to- 
morrow night,  though  it  is  possible  that  I may  not  be  able  to  do  so. 
I was  compelled  to  make  this  detour  in  order  to  head  an  imiiassable 
creek  to  the  direct  road. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  inclosed  letter  from  General  Marmaduke, 
(which  is  fully  confirmed  by  the  report  of  the  officer  whom  I sent  for- 
ward to  examine  the  road),  that  a part  of  my  to-morrow’s  intended  march 
may  be  difficult.  General  Marmaduke’s  letter  will  also  advise  you  of 
his  movements  and  present  position.  I also  inclose  the  latest  intelli- 
gence that  I have  received  from  Mississippi.  The  letters  are  from  a very 
reliable  person.  I shall  detain  the  courier  until  daybreak. 

I am,  general,  4&c., 

STERLING  PRICE, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosure.] 

At  Crossing  of  Elat  Creek  Bayou, 

ON  Helena  and  Moro  Roads, 

Five  miles  from  Switzer’’ s^  June  28,  1863 — 9 a.  m. 
Major  [Thomas  L.]  S:Sead, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : I have  reached  this  point  this  morning,  and  find  this  bayou 
here  a quarter  of  a mile  wide,  50  yards  of  which  is  swimming  water. 
The  citizens  say  that  this  route  cannot  be  passed  by  infantry  wagons 
and  artillery  under  two  days,  and  I do  not  think  it  can  be  bridged. 
They  (the  citizens)  report  that  there  is  a route  which  can  be  forded  to- 
day, viz,  the  left-hand  end  of  the  Military  road  as  you  enter  it  at  Swit- 
zer’s. Travel  this  for  6 miles,  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Moore  5 just  beyond 
his  house  a road  turns  to  the  right,  crosses  Flat  Fork  near  its  head,  and 
5 miles  beyond  it  intersects  with  the  Helena  and  Moro  roads.  This 
they  report  as  the  only  present  practicable  route.  They  also  report  that 
after  crossing  Flat  Fork  there  is  no  creek  or  stream  to  obstruct  the 
movement  of  your  troops  except  one  stream  that  is  already  bridged 
well  enough  to  pass  wagons  and  artillery.  My  troops  are  already  on 
the  march  to  Moro. 

Very  respectfullv, 

J.  S.  MARMADUKE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

Five  miles  east  of  Switzer’’ s^  Monday June  20,  1863—]).  m. 
Bri gadier-General  M armad uke  , 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General  : The  general  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
dispatch  of  this  date,  and  to  communicate  to  you  the  following  extracts 
from  General  Holmes’  dispatch  to  him,  dated  yesterday  afternoon: 

Keep  Marmaduke  well  in  advance  toward  La  Grange,  where  I am  assured  there 
is  plenty  of  forage.  This  disposition  of  him  will  protect  your  left  and  front,  and 
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euable  him  to  relieve  [L.  M.  ] Walker’s  pickets  toward  the  Saint  Francis,  so  far  as  pick- 
ets are  necessary  to  prevent  persons  from  going  into  Helena.  I have  directed  General 
Walker  to  withdraw  all  his  pickets  in  that  direction.  His  brigade  is  4 miles  east  of 
Big  Creek,  on  the  Little  Rock  road;  his  pickets  close  to  Helena.  * * ^ 

Marmaduke  will  rejoin  you  from  La  Grange,  at  the  junction  of  the  Spring  Creek 
and  Trenton  roads,  by  a road  called  the  “ Scrouge-about”  road.  Please  direct  him  to 
keep  his  scout  well  out  toward  the  Saint  Francis  River  and  Helena. 

Parsons  and  McEae  are  both  encamped  here,  and  we  will  endeavor 
to  get  to  Moro  to-morrow  night,  though  it  is  possible  that  we  may  not 
get  beyond  the  creek.  Eews  from  Panola,  as  late  as  the  23d,  states 
that  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  still  hold  out,  the  enemy  having  been 
repulsed  twenty-seven  times  at  the  latter  place.  Ewell  gained  a com- 
plete victory  over  Milroy  at  Winchester,  taking  him  prisoner,  with  6,000 
or  7,000  men. 

I am,  general,  very  truly,  your  friend  and  servant, 

THOS.  L.  SNEAD, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Camp  near  Moro.,  Monday.,  June  20,  1863. 

Major-General  Price, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : I have  this  moment  received  a dispatch  for  you,  which  I 
forward  herewith.  Also  a letter  to  me  from  General  Holmes,  saying  he 
has  ordered  me  by  way  of  La  Grange  to  the  junction  of  the  Spring 
Creek  and  Little  Eock  roads  (which  is  some  10  miles  from  Helena).  I 
cannot  communicate  with  you  in  time  to  get  your  orders  and  then  make 
the  march ; hence  I will  move  forward  on  the  route  indicated. 

General  Holmes  is  at  Trenton,  15  miles  from  Helena.  Eagan  expected 
there  on  the  night  of  June  28.  My  command  is  now  camped  27  miles 
from  Helena,  on  the  Spring  Creek  road.  The  La  Grange  road  is  to  my 
left.  Between  here  and  Helena  is  Lick  Creek  (10  miles  from  Helena), 
over  which,  on  the  Spring  Creek  road,  there  is  no  bridge,  it  having  been 
burned.  My  command  crossed  Big  Creek  (which  is  5 miles  northwest  of 
Moro)  yesterday.  It  is  a bad  crossing;  deep  water  and  mud  for  three- 
fourths  of  a mile.  The  creek  is  falling  rapidly.  I hope  to  hear  from 
you  at  the  earliest  moment. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  MAEMADUKE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


P.  S. — A citizen  has  this  moment  reported  to  me  a better  route  to 
cross  Big  Creek.  He  says  he  crossed  the  creek  with  a wagon  this  morn 
ing ; that  it  is  not  much  out  of  your  way  ; the  water  not  near  so  deep ; 
the  road  (country)  not  near  so  bad  at  present ; but  he  says  a large 
train  will  cut  up  this  road.  The  infantry  will  certainh^  find  this  the  best 
route.  To  get  to  the  new  bridge,  take  a left-hand  road  near  Mrs.  Go- 
lightly^s  (2J  miles  from  the  bridge,  on  main  road),  and  strike  the  main 
road  on  this  side  of  bridge,  near  Moro.  The  citizen  who  gave  me  this 
information  promises  to  meet  you  and  jioint  out  the  road. 

The  courier  from  General  Holmes  who  brought  me  the  dispatches 
will  remain  here  (Widow  Brooks’)  till  your  bearer  of  dispatches  returns. 
I send  you  dispatches  by  my  orderly. 
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Butler  County,  Missouri, 
Twenty-jivc  miles  southwest  of  Greenville^  June  29,  1863. 

Col.  John  Q.  Burbridge, 

BusseWs  Ferry ^ A rk. : 

Colonel  : There  have  been  no  movements  of  the  enemy  in  force  since 
you  last  heard  from  me.  Several  of  my  scouts  have  just  returned  from 
Patterson.  They  bring  no  news  of  importance,  except  that  the  country 
is  being  traversed  in  various  directions  by  Federal  scouting  parties.  A 
small  scout  of  some  15  or  20  comes  down  as  far  as  Beeves’  Station,  on 
Black  Eiver,  about  every  other  day,  but  do  not  remain  very  long  at  a 
time.  I conversed  with  a gentleman  to-day  just  from  Ironton.  He  says 
that,  judging  from  the  appearance  of  the  men  in  review,  and  from  the 
statements  of  citizens  in  and  around  that  place,  he  having  been  in  Iron- 
ton  for  the  last  six  or  eight  weeks,  that  the  force  of  the  enemy  at  that 
point  is  between  6,000  and  8,000.  He  says  he  saw  a great  many  wagons 
loaded  with  pontoon  bridges  and  provisions,  evidently  designed,  and 
they  say  as  much  themselves,  for  an  expedition  in  force  into  some  part 
of  Southern  Missouri  or  Arkansas ; also  that  there  is  but  one  regiment 
of  infantry  at  that  place ; the  rest  of  the  infantry  having  gone  to  Vicks- 
burg, under  General  Herron,  some  two  or  three  weeks  ago.  There  was 
a grand  review  of  the  troops  in  Ironton  on  last  Tuesday,  the  23d  in- 
stant, on  the  arrival  of  General  Schofield  at  that  place  from  Saint  Louis. 
Black  Eiver  is  not  fordable  at  present,  nor  will  it  be  for  several  days 
yet.  I am  very  sorry  I am  not  able  to  send  you  some  late  Federal  news- 
papers by  the  bearer,  but  will  endeavor  to  do  so  by  the  next  dispatch. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LYNCH  THOMPSON, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Scouts,  d^c. 

P.  S. — I am  entirely  out  of  funds,  and  would  be  much  obliged  if  you 
would  send  me  such  a sum  as  you  may  deem  sufficient. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Outpost, 

June  30,  1863. 

Eespectfully  forwarded. 

lam  inclined  to  think  that  General  Davidson  is  preparing  to  make 
a forward  movement.  What  shall  I do  if  he  advances  in  force  % Shall 
I harass  and  annoy  him  as  much  as  possible,  or  fall  back  before  him 
and  join  our  main  forces  % 

[JNO.  Q.  BUEBEIDGE, 

Colonel,  &c.] 

Headquarters, 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  June  29,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General  : As  soon  as  you  ascertain  that  Blunt  has  gone  down  with 
re-enforcements  to  Gibson,  you  must  move  to  join  forces  with  Gen- 
eral Cooper.  The  road  taken  must  depend  upon  the  i)oints  you  may  be 
at  when  you  get  the  information,  either  by  crossing  Grand  Eiver  and 
forming  a junction  at  the  Creek  Agency,  whicli  will  be  hazardous,  or 
by  coming  by  this  place  and  going  up  the  south  side  of  the  Arkansas 
Eiver.  1 do  not  think  as  large  a force  as  was  stated  went  down  with 
the  train,  for  the  reason  that  a re-enforcement  of  600  was  sent  out  from 
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Gibson,  with  orders  to  go  until  they  met  the  train,  which  would  not 
have  been  done  had  there  been  with  it  the  large  force  that  is  repre- 
sented. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smithy  Ar/v.,  June  29,  1803. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper, 

Commanding  First  Brigade  : 

General:  Y^our  mail  is  just  received,  with  letters  of  27th.  At  the 
same  moment  I am  in  receipt  of  letters  from  General  Cabell,  which  I 
send  you.  The  gun  which  Captain  Carroll  speaks  of  is  not  here,  nor 
has  it  been  since  I have  been  here. 

I do  not  think  that  the  force  coming  down  with  the  train  is  as  large 
as  is  represented.  The  fact  of  sending  out  a force  to  meet  it  is  evidence 
that  the  escort  is  not  considered  by  them  as  of  sufficient  strength  to 
protect  it.  If  you  can  cross  the  Arkansas  above,  and  Grand  Eiver  is 
high,  you  may  j et  intercept  this  train.  It  may  be  that  Blunt  will  leave 
the  train  to  come  with  a small  escort,  coming  himself  by  another  road, 
cross  the  river  above,  and  attack  your  camp  while  most  of  the  troops  are 
absent.  All  these  chances  must  be  looked  to.  I have  instructed  Gen- 
eral Cabell  that  as  soon  as  it  is  ascertained  positively  that  Blunt  has 
gone  to  re-enforce  Phillips,  he  must  move  to  join' you. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE. 


IIdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Arh.,  June  29,  1863. 
Brigadier- General  Cabell,  Commanding  : 

General  : I am  instructed  by  General  Steele  to  say  to  you  that, 
from  information  received  to-day,  he  deems  it  advisable,  and  you  will 
at  once  proceed,  with  all  your  available  force,  to  the  Grand  Saline,  on 
Grand  Eiver,  and,  if  possible,  cross  the  river  there  or  below,  and  effect 
a junction  with  General  Cooper’s  force  in  that  neighborhood  before  Gen- 
eral Blunt,  with  his  command,  can  reach  there.  General  Cooper  has 
been  ordered  to  send  all  the  force  he  can  spare  to  meet  you  at  the  above 
point,  or  near  there,  and  to  communicate  with  you  at  once.  Genertfl 
Blunt  is  reported,  by  [T.  E.]  Livingston,  to’  be  at  Baxter  Springs,  with 
2,000  men,  including  the  negro  regiment,  four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a 
train  of  200  wagons,  which,  the  expressman  thinks,  will  not  move  from 
that  place  before  to-day. 

Very  respectfullv,  &c., 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Siiiith,  June  29,  1863. 

General  Cooper,  Commanding : 

General  : I am  instructed  by  General  Steele  to  say  that  you  will 
at  once  dispatch  as  large  a force  as  you  can  possibly  spare  to  watch  the 
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movements  of  the  enemy,  and,  if  possible,  form  a junction  with  General 
Cabell  at  Grand  Saline.  General  Cabell  has  been  ordered  to  proceed 
to  that  point  immediately  with  his  whole  force.  A courier,  just  in  from 
Livingston,  which  he  left  on  the  25th  instant,  reports  Blunt  at  Baxter  * 
Springs,  with  2,000  men,  including  the  regiment  of  negroes,  and  four 
pieces  of  artillery.  The  train  was  there,  consisting  of  200  wagons, 
which,  the  expressman  thinks,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  roads,  did 
not  get  off  before  to-day.  Bass’  regiment  will  leave  here  to-morrow  or 
next  day,  with  orders  to  report  to  you.  I send  you  the  dispatch  received 
from  Major  Livingston. 

Verv  respectfully, 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- OeneraL 


Confidential.]  Kichmond,  June  30,  1863. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

General  : From  all  the  information  I have  been  able  to  get,  there  is 
little  or  no  chance  for  me  to  obtain  active  service  on  this  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Eiver.  Even  if  there  was,  1 am  sure  I can  be  more  useful  in 
the  West,  provided  the  President  will  give  me  there  a command  inde- 
pendent of  General  Holmes  and  General  Price.  The  relations  between 
General  Holmes  and  myself  have  always  been  i)erfectly  kind  and  friendly. 
I have  the  highest  respect  for  his  honesty  and  purity  of  character,  but 
his  lack  of  system  and  a fixed  policy  would  always  destroy  my  usefulness 
under  him.  As  for  General  Price,  I apprehend  that  no  officer  can  serve 
where  he  is  without  lending  himself  to  factious  schemes  and  losing  sight 
of  discipline,  or  else  becoming  involved  in  endless  disputes. 

All  the  troops  under  General  Holmes  and  General  Price,  except  a single 
regiment  raised  by  the  former,  were  raised  and  organized,  or  drawn 
from  Texas,  under  my  orders  and  arrangements.  They  number  fifty-six 
regiments  of  white  troops  and  the  complement  of  batteries.  What  I, 
therefore,  apply  for  is  this : To  be  assigned  to  a command  to  be  known 
as  the  ^‘  Western  Department,”  consisting  of  the  Indian  Territory  and 
the  counties  of  Benton,  Madison,  Carroll,  Washington,  Franklin,  Craw- 
ford, Sebastian,  and  Scott,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  with  a 'division 
composed  of  the  Arkansas  troops  now  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment. The  Indian  troops  would,  of  course,  be  included,  but  they  are 
useless  in  the  field.  I believe  their  interests  and  our  own  would  be  pro- 
moted by  keeping  them  habitually  on  furlough.  It  might  be  best  for 
the  protection  of  citizens  on  both  sides  of  the  line  to  include  also  the 
remaining  counties  in  Arkansas  which  join  the  Indian  country.  As  to 
the  disposition  and  movement  of  my  white  troops,  except,  perhaps,  one 
brigade,  which  the  treaties  require  to  be  kept  in  the  Indian  country, 
I prefer  the  order  to  specify  that  I am  to  be  subject  to  the  orders  of 
Lieutenant-General  Smith,  while  in  other  respects  I should  report  di- 
rectly to  Eichmond.  The  plan  is  the  same  as  that  adopted  as  to  Gen- 
erals Johnston  and  Pemberton.  With  these  arrangements,  and  funds  in 
sufficient  amount  to  pay  off  the  troops  for  at  least  two  months  upon  my 
arrival,  and  to  pay  in  cash  for  subsistence, forage,  &c.,  together  with  the 
prompt  payment  of  the  annuities,  I feel  confident  of  my  ability  to  make 
the  Confederacy  stronger  among  the  Indians  than  at  any  time  hereto- 
fore. Giving  me  the  Arkansas  troops,  which  amount  to  four  brigades. 
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would  still  leave  to  General  Price  a division  of  Missouri  troops  as  strong 
as  mine,  and  to  General  Holmes  a corps  composed  of  Price’s  and  Walk- 
er’s divisions. 

It  may  not  be  improper  for  me  to  refer  to  the  supposed  impression 
that  the  clamors  against  me  in  Arkansas  represented  the  body  of  the 
people.  I think  I know  the  people  of  that  State  as  well  as  any  man 
living.  Still  louder  denunciations  were  heaped  on  me  before  the  war  by 
the  same  faction,  and  yet,  as  the  elections  invariably  proved,  more  than 
three-fourths  of  the  people  sustained  me.  I am  confident  that  is  the 
case  now.  As  to  the  troops,  it  is  certain  that  my  popularity  with  them 
was  very  great,  and  constantly  increasing,  after  the  battle  of  Prairie 
Grove.  Even  since  I left  them  the  officers  of  my  old  division,  from  bri- 
gade commanders  down  to  subalterns,  have  unanimously  passed  resolu- 
tions expressive  of  their  attachment  toward  me  and  their  strong  desire 
yet  to  serve  under  me. 

I feel  that  this  application  presents  the  only  remaining  chance  for 
me  to  be  really  useful  in  this  war.  If  it  be  granted,  that  indorsement 
by  the  Government  will  fully  recompense  me  for  the  labors  done  while 
commanding  the  Trans-Mississippi  District,  and  will  counteract  the 
injurious  impression  made  against  me  by  the  late  Secretary  of  War,  in 
stating  to  Congress,  on  September  5,  1862,  that  I was  not  rightfully  in 
command  west  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver.  I beg  to  say  further  that  the 
kindness  of  giving  me  the  command  applied  for  will  always  be  grate- 
fully appreciated,  and  that  I shall  endeavor  faithfully  to  carry  out  the 
President’s  wishes. 

Allow  me,  general,  to  express  to  you  the  sense  of  obligation  I have 
toward  you  for  the  extreme  kindness  shown  me  while  here,  and  to  hope 
that  I will  not  be  considered  as  presuming  on  that  in  making  this 
application. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  C.  HINDMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

Camp  at  More,  Tuesday^  June  30,  1863 — 3 p.  m. 

General  Marmaduke, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : General  Price  directs  me  to  say  that  you  will  move  to- 
morrow morning  toward  La  Grange,  conformably  to  the  orders  given 
in  the  extracts  from  General  Holmes’  orders,  forwarded  to  you  this 
morning  from  this  office  by  your  orderly.  (Letter  No.  1.)  Parsons’  and 
McRae’s  brigades  will  encamp  to-night  this  side  of  Big  Creek,  on  the 
upper  road,  and  to-morrow  at  your  present  encampment.  You  will 
please  cause  the  roads  to  be  repaired  from  the  vicinity  of  your  present 
encampment  to  the  point  at  which  your  route  diverges  from  this  road. 

News  from  Mississippi,  to  the  2fith  instant,  is  to  the  effect  that  Grant 
attempted  to  storm  the  works  at  Vicksburg  on  the  20th,  and  was  re- 
pulsed, with  a loss  of  from  7,000  to  10,000  killed,  our  loss  being  about 
500  killed 5 such  is  the  report.  General  Chalmers  sunk  two  transports 
below  Memphis  a few  days  ago  and  disabled  another.  Bowen  has  been 
made  major-general,  to  take  rank  from  May  1. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  L.  SNEAD, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

Camp  at  ilforo,  June  30,  1863 — 9.15  p.  m. 

J.  S.  Marmaduke,  Brigadier- General,  c&c.  : 

General  : The  courier  by  whom  the  dispatch  of  last  night  (No.  1) 
was  sent  this  morning,  ought  to  have  reached  your  headquarters  this 
forenoon.  Another  courier  was  dispatched  at  4.30  this  p.  m.,  with  or- 
ders for  you  to  move  toward  La  Grange  to-morrow,  conformably  to  Gen- 
eral Holmes’  orders.  The  general  directs  me  to  say  that  whilst  he  does 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  change  the  directions  of  your  march  as  ordered  by 
General  Holmes,  you  will  order  Greene’s  brigade  to  remain  near  the 
intersection  of  the  La  Grange  road  with  this  until  further  orders.  You 
will  yourself  move  as  ordered,  with  Shelby’s  brigade,  toward  La  Grange, 
in  the  morning.  Parsons  and  McRae  have  encountered  greater  diffi- 
culties in  passing  their  trains  over  Big  Creek  bottom  than  were  antici- 
pated, and  they  will  hardly  get  beyond  this  point  to-morrow.  Please 
send  the  inclosed  dispatch  to  General  Holmes  to-night,  as  it  relates  to 
your  movements  in  particular.  The  general  will  establish  his  head- 
quarters near  Spring  Greek  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  L.  SNEAD, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosiire.] 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 
Camp  at  Moro,  Tuesday,  June  30,  1863 — 3 p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes  : 


General  ; I have  ordered  Marmaduke  to  move  toward  La  Grange 
to-morrow  morning,  conformably  to  the  orders  given  in  your  letter  No.  14. 
Parsons  and  McRae  will  encamp  this  p.  m.  on  this  side  of  Big  Creek, 
and  from  4 to  7 miles  southeast  of  this  place.  I will  encamp  to-morrow 
night,  with  my  infantry  and  artilleiy,  near  the  iioint  at  which  the 
Paradise  road,  leading  to  La  Grange,  leaves  this. 

Letters  from  Mississippi,  &c. 

I am, ‘general,  &c., 


STERLING  PRICE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

Camp  at  Moro,  June  30,  1863 — 10  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General  : I inclose  a dispatch,  which  I have  just  received  from  Gen- 
eral Marmaduke,  and  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  closing 
paragraphs.  I had  already  ordered  him,  conformably  to  your  instruc- 
tions, to  move  to-morrow  morning  toward  La  Grange,  with  his  entire 
force;  but,  in  view  of  the  facts  stated  in  his  communication,  and  of  the 
fact  that  Parsons  and  McRae  have  found  the  roads  so  difficult  to-day 
that  they  will  not  be  able  to  get  beyond  this  point  to-morrow,  I have 
just  ordered  him  to  let  Greene’s  brigade  (1,650  effective  total)  remain  at 
Spring  Creek  until  I hear  from  you,  whilst  he  will  proceed  with  Shelby’s 
toward  La  Grange.  I will  establish  my  headquarters  near  Spring 
Creek  in  the  morning. 

I am,  general,  &c., 

STERLING  PRICE, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Cavalry, 

Gamp  at  bridge  over  Spring  Greelc^  27  miles  from  Helena^ 

June  30,  18G3. 


Major  [Thomas  L.j  Snead, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Pricers  Division^  in  the  Field  : 

Major:  I forwarded  a dispatch  to  you  on  yesterday,  saying  that  I 
had  received  a dispatch  from  General  Holmes,  stating  that  General  Price 
would  order  my  division  forward  on  the  La  Grange  road.  Supposing 
that  General  Holmes  was  not  aware  of  the  distance  my  command  was 
in  advance  of  the  infantry,  I deemed  it  proper  to  advise  him  of  this 
fact,  at  the  same  time  placing  my  command  under  marching  orders 
for  this  morning.  About  11  o’clock  last  night  I received  an  answer  to 
my  dispatch  to  General  Holmes,  to  await  your  orders  at  my  present 
camp.  Hence  I am  not  marching  to-day.  I am  picketing  all  the  roads 
in  the  surrounding  country,  permitting  neither  ingress  nor  egress  to  or 
from  Helena. 

I have  been  informed  that  the  bridge  over  Lick  Creek,  15  miles  dis- 
tant (ahead),  has  been  destroyed.  I learn  that  a bridge  can  easily  be 
built  across  it  in  three  or  four  hours,  sufficient  to  cross  wagons,  artillery, 
and  troops.  I have  sent  an  engineer  forward  to  examine  and  report 
upon  the  same.  I do  not  deem  it  prudent  to  push  a party  forward  to 
build  the  bridge  until  the  army  advances. 

General  Holmes  writes  that  his  headquarters,  until  further  advised, 
will  be  at  Trenton  (15  miles  from  my  camp). 

Nothing  late  or  reliable  from  Helena,  Memphis,  or  Vicksburg.  One 
of  my  officers,  who  was  opposite  Memphis  five  days  ago,  says  he  heard 
artillery  and  small-arms  firing  in  Memphis.  Later  I learn  (not  reliable) 
that  our  troops  hold  Memphis,  the  Federals  retiring  to  their  fort  out  of 
town. 


Very  respectfully, 


J.  S.  MAEMADUKE, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


June  30, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  MARMitDUKE,  C.  S.  Army : 

General  : In  obedience  to  your  order  of  even  date  herewith,  I pro- 
ceeded down  the  Helena  road  to  Lick  Creek,  a distance  of  about  14 
miles,  and  found  that  two  spans  of  the  bridge  had  been  burned,  the  bal- 
ance of  the  bridge  being  in  bad  repair.  1 would  think  it  advisable  to 
build  one  about  30  yards  below  the  site  of  the  old  bridge,  using  the 
fiooring  of  the  old  bridge  to  floor  the  new  one,  there  being  plenty  of 
plank  there  to  answer  that  purpose.  There  is  plenty  of  timber  standing 
convenient  to  the  banks  of  the  stream  from  which  to  obtain  sills.  With 
the  material  which  I found  there,  and  with  the  assistance  of  100  men, 
I could  construct  a substantial  bridge  in  two  hours. 

Colonel  Dobbin’s  outpost,  consisting  of  25  men,  is  stationed,  I am  in- 
formed, about  half  a mile  east  of  the  stream.  There  is  about  10  feet  of 
water  in  the  stream,  but  I am  told  that  it  will  run  down  to  a fordable 
height  in  two  or  three  days. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

E.  J.  LAWEENCE, 
Captain  and  Acting  Engineer. 
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Camp  on  Big  Creek,  Arkansas, 

June  30,  18G3. 


Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fried’s  Division  : 


Major:  I Rave  just  crossed  Big  Creek  with  the  infantry  and  artil- 
lery. General  McKae  now  crossing.  It  will  be  night  before  our  trains 
are  over.  The  crossing  is  bad  enough,  and  the  route  through  prairie 
was  very  distressing  on  the  teams.  I deem  it  impossible  to  get  nearer 
Moro  Creek  this  evening.  I have,  therefore,  gone  into  camp. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  M.  PAESONS, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  July  1,  1863. 

Lieut.  John  W.  Dunnington,  C.  S.  Kavy, 

Commanding  Gunhoat  Fontchartram,  Little  Boch,  Ark.  : 

Sir  : In  answer  to  your  communication  of  the  23d  ultimo,*  in  relation 
to  mechanics,  &c.,  for  the  gunboat  Pontchartrain,  I am  directed  by 
Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  commanding  the  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
partment, to  say  it  has  been  referred  to  Lieutenant-General  Holmes, 
commanding  the  District  of  Arkansas,  with  the  following  indorsement : 

Respectfully  referred  to  Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  wlio  -will  order  from  his  com- 
mand the  detail  asked  for  hy  Lieutenant  Dunnington,  and  will  also  offer  him  such 
facilities  in  the  other  matters  requested  as  the  supplies  on  hand  and  the  exigencies 
of  the  service  will  admit  of. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  AKDEESON, 

• Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Trenton,  July  1,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price  : 


General  : I deeply  regret  the  difficulties  that  cause  the  delay  in 
your  march.  I have  used  every  precaution  to  prevent  a knowledge  of 
our  approach  reaching  the  enemy,  and  have  what  I believe  to  be  certain 
Information  that  I had  succeeded  up  to  night  before  last.  I fear  these 
terrible  delays  will  thwart  all  my  efforts.  Let  me  beseech  you,  there- 
fore, to  hasten  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  consistently  with  the  good 
order  and  efficiency  of  your  command. 

General  Marmaduke’s  suggestions  are  wise,  and  he  acted  well  in  leav- 
ing Greene’s  brigade.  Please  advise  him  that  there  are  two  spies  (Stu- 
art and  Haliman)  out  from  Helena,  and  it  is  of  the  first  importance  that 
they  should  be  captured,  and  also  that  he  should  dispose  of  his  scouts 
and  pickets  in  the  best  manner  to  prevent  any  person  going  to  Helena. 
Eagan  has  been  here  three  days,  and  will  not  move  until  to-morrow 
morning,  when  he  Avill  take  a position  on  Lick  Creek,  10  miles  from 
Helena.  I am  most  anxious  to  see  and  confer  with  you,  and  will  leave 
here  early  to-morrow  morning,  to  meet  you  at  McGrew’s,  some  6 or  8 
miles  this  side  of  Spring  Creek,  on  your  road.  Please  inform  me  if  I 
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can  do  anythiDg  to  aid  you.  I tliauk  you  for  your  good  news  from 
Vicksburg,  particularly  as  I have  a confirmatory  dispatch  from  Little 
Eock.  I think  our  i)rospects  are  flattering  in  the  East  and  bright  here. 
I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


On  the  March, 

Tuco  miles  from  Moro.  July  1,  1863 — 7.20  p.  m. 


Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead: 

Major  : I finished  crossing  this  evening  at  5.30.  Worked  the  men  in 
water  to  their  waists  last  night  until  10 ; again  this  morning  from  day- 
light. Men  much  wearied ; mules  more  so  ; they  are  without  forage ; 
not  a grain  to  be  had  without  pressing.  Will  be  at  Moro  at  9 p.  m. 
When  shall  I issue  ammunition  ? 

Eespectfullv, 

M.  M.  PAESOl^S, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Briuade, 

Moro,  July  1,  1863 — 4.35  p.  m. 

Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Price's  Division  : 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I have  encami)ed  at  the 
school-house  on  Hog-tooth.’^  My  wagons  are  coming  up  rapidly,  but 
my  fatigue  party  and  some  of  the  commissary  train  will  be  very  late 
getting  in,  and  therefore  I deem  it  proper  to  remain  here  to-night,  as 
it  will  give  the  men  time  to  put  their  guns  iu  order,  examine  ammuni- 
tion, &c. 

I have  the  honor,  major,  to  be,,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

I).  McEAE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Camj)  near  ThrelTceWs,  on  Sprmg  CreeJc  Road,  July  1, 1863 — 11  p.m. 
Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead,  Adjutant- General : 

MA.JOR  : I inclose  a dispatch  from  Colonel  Shelby,  showing  the  posi- 
tion of  his  brigade  and  the  disposition  of  his  pickets.  I also  inclose 
copies  of  my  orders  to  him,  dated  June  30  and  July  1,  10  a.  m.,  each 
explaining  the  other ; both  his  present  position.  Shelby’s  brigade  is 
about  10  miles  from  Helena;  Greene’s  brigade  about  17.  Pickets,  cov- 
ering their  entire  front,  are  thrown  well  forward.  Has  General  Price 
any  orders  to  give  relative  to  the  position  of  these  brigades  ? 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  MAEMADUKE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  1.] 

Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Camp  near  Spring  Creelc  Bridge.,  on  Spring  CreeJc  and  Helena  Road, 

June  30,  1863. 

Col.  Joseph  O.  Shelby,  Commanding  Brigade : 

Colonel  : The  general  directs  that  you  march  with  your  brigade  to- 
morrow morning  on  the  La  Grange  road,  and  encamp  it  at  some  suitable 
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])oiiit  5 to  10  miles  beyond  La  Grange,  in  the  direction  of  Ilelena.  He 
further  directs  that  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  July  you  march,  by  way 
of  the  Scrouge-abont  ” road,  to  the  junction  of  the  Spring  Creek  and 
Little  Eock  roads.  In  the  march  you  will  conform  to  the  instructions 
contained  in  the  extract  below  from  General  Holmes’  dispatch  to  Gen- 
eral Price: 

Keep  Marmaduke  well  in  advance  toward  La  Grange,  where  I am  assured  there  is 
])]enty  of  forage.  This  disposition  of  him  will  protect  your  left  and  front,  and  enable 
him  to  relieve  Walker’s  pickets  toward  the  Saint  Francis,  so  far  as  pickets  are  neces- 
sary to  prevent  persons  from  going  into  Helena.  I have  directed  General  Walker  to 
withdraw  all  his  pickets  in  that  direction.  His  brigade  is  4 miles  east  of  Big  Creek, 
on  the  Little  Rock  road,  and  his  pickets  close  to  Helena.  Marmaduke  will  rejoin  you 
from  La  Grange  at  the  junction  of  the  Spring  Creek  and  Trenton  roads,  by  a road 
called  the  “ Scrouge-about  ” road.  Please  direct  him  to  keep  his  pickets  well  out  to- 
ward the  Saint  Francis  River  and  Helena. 

Other  troops  will  guard  on  the  Spring  Creek  road  and  the  approaches 
to  that  road.  You  are  directed  to  especially  picket  in  the  La  Grange 
direction,  and  eastward  from  that  road  to  the  Mississippi,  guarding 
against  all  ingress  or  egress,  and  against  surprises  from  the  Federal 
force  at  Helena.  Make  junction  with  the  other  forces,  as  above  directed, 
on  the  2d  July.  The  general  will  move  on  the  main  Spring  Creek  road, 
and  he  desires  you  to  forward  rapidly  to  him  all  information  of  impor- 
tance. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  EWING, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  2.] 

Headquarters  Shelby’s  Brigade, 

Goodin’s  Plantation,  July  1,  1803. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : Your  dispatch  was  received  8 miles  to  the  front  of  La  Grange. 
The  command  was  halted  and  camped  immediately  after  the  reception 
of  the  order.  I have  a chain  of  pickets  from  the  Spring  Creek  road  to 
the  Saint  Francis  Eiver,  which  covers  the  whole  of  my  front,  and  my 
left  flank  is  covered  front  and  rear  by  my  own  pickets.  I have  the 
river  road  from  Helena  to  Saint  Francis  Eiver  well  guarded.  My  com- 
mand is  some  8 miles  in  advance  of  General  Holmes.  My  pickets  on 
the  right  connect  with  the  pickets  of  General  Holmes.  My  pickets  on 
the  Sterling  road  are  in  3 miles  of  Helena.  I have  an  infantry  picket 
covering  my  front. 

Very  respectfully, 

JO.  O.  SHELBY, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 

P.  S. — We  have  relieved  all  of  Walker’s  pickets. 

[Inclosuro  No.  3.] 

Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

July  1,  1803 — [10  a.  m.] 

Col.  Joseph  O.  Shelby, 

Commanding  Brigade : 

Colonel  : The  general  directs  me  to  say  that  you  will,  until  further 
orders,  encamp  your  brigade  in  the  vicinity  of  La  Grange,  carrying  out 
other  instructions  heretofore  given.  The  general’s  headquarters  will, 


902 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIT. 


until  you  be  further  advised,  be  at  or  near  Mr.  Threlkeld’s,  7 miles  in 
advance  of  this  (headquarters  on  yesterday),  on  the  main  Spring  Greek 
road,  and  he  desires  you  to  forward  to  him  there  information  of  where 
you  make  your  camp  to-night,  and  all  other  information  useful  to  him. 
General  Price’s  infantry  are  some  distance  behind  yet,  and  most  prob- 
ably will  not  reach  here  till  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  EWING, 

Assistant  Adjiitant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smithy  Arlc.^  July  1,  i863. 

Maj.  W.  B.  Blair: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  .f  ou  that  Major-General  Blunt  is 
on  the  march  from  Kansas  to  Fort  Gibson, \ with  a re-enforcement  of 
1},000  men  and  four  pieces  of  artillery.  I request  that  this  information 
be  sent  to  Lieutenant-General  Smith,  and  that  he  be  asked  to  send  any 
unemployed  troops  that  may  be  in  Northern  Texas  to  meet  this  force. 
The  Indian  brigade,  under  General  Cooper,  will  dissolve  in  a great 
measure  if  forced  to  fall  back.  * * * 

General  Cabell  has  moved  from  Northwestern  Arkansas,  under  in- 
structions to  form  a junction  with  Col.  Stand  Watie,  who  has  gone  up 
the  west  side  of  Grand  River ; and,  in  addition,  I have  directed  General 
Cooper  to  re-enforce  Stand  Watie  with  every  man  that  can  possibly  be 
spared,  hoping  to  gather  a force  sufficient  to  stop  General  Blunt’s  move- 
ments. All  the  artillery  with  General  Cooper  is  a mountain  battery, 
and  that  is  almost  without  ammunition,  a requisition  made  in  May  not 
having  been  filled,  as  far  as  I have  heard. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier -General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  July  2,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Care  of  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  Jaclcson,  Miss.  : 

I am  convinced  that  the  safety  of  Vicksburg  depends  on  your  prompt 
and  efficient  co-operation.  As  far  as  practicable,  I desire  you  to  move 
your  forces  to  the  Mississippi  River,  and  command  in  person  operations 
for  the  relief  of  the  besieged  city. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  July  2,  1863. 


Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper: 

General  : Your  letter,  returning’ General  Cabell’s,  and  stating  what 
force  had  been  sent  to  Watie,  has  been  received.  I do  not  apprehend 
much  danger  to  your  depot  from  Gibson.  There  is  more  danger  of  their 
moving  their  whole  force  to  unite  with  Blunt.  Any  show  of  crossing 
the  Arkansas  I should  deem  but  a feint  to  cover  the  withdrawal  to 
strengthen  Blunt.  You  must  watch  closely  as  to  such  a move. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General 
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Headquarters,  Fort  Smithy  Arlc,^  July  3, 1863. 
Maj.  W.  B.  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Major:  I am  in  receipt  of  information  that  Colonel  Watie  was  ex- 
changing shots  with  a force  of  the  enemy  guarding  a supply  train  for 
Fort  Gibson,  over  Cabin  Creek,  which  at  the  time,  July  1,  was  past 
fording.  Enemy^s  force  estimated  at  800,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery. 
As  the  train  could  not  advance  until  the  creek  fell,  and  Colonel  Watie’s 
force  has  been  swelled  to  about  1,400, 1 expect  the  train  to  be  taken. 
General  Cabell  reports  that  he  would  be  at  Grand  Saline  on  the  2d  in- 
stant, which  will  also  put  his  force  of  about  1,400  men  and  four  pieces 
of  artillery  between  the  train  and  Fort  Gibson,  if  he  can  cross  Grand 
Eiver,  of  which  there  is  some  doubt. 

The  re-enforcements  under  Blunt  at  Baxter  Springs,  reported  through 
several  different  channels,  must  have  delayed  at  that  place,  if  the* re- 
port was  not  erroneous,  which  I can  scarcely  believe. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 


General  Orders,  ^ Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

No.  2.  } In  the  Fields  Phillips  County^  July  3, 1863. 

I.  The  attack  on  Helena  will  be  made  to-morrow  morning  at  day- 
light, and  as  follows  : . 

1st.  Major-General  Price,  in  command  of  McRae’s  and  Parsons’  bri- 
gades, will  proceed  by  the  best  route,  assume  position,  assault  and  take 
the  Graveyard  Hill  at  daylight. 

2d.  Brigadier- General  Walker,  with  his  cavalry  brigade,  will  in  like 
manner  proceed  to  the  Sterling  road,  where  he  will  hold  himself  in 
position  to  resist  any  troops  that  may  approach.  Reiter’s  Hill,  and,  when 
the  hill  is  captured,  he  will  enter  the  town  and  act  against  the  enemy 
as  circumstances  may  justify. 

3d.  Brigadier-General  Fagan  will  proceed  by  the  best  route,  assume 
position,  assault  and  take  the  batteries  on  Hindman’s  Hill  at  daylight. 

4th.  Brigadier-General  Marmaduke  will  proceed  with  his  command 
by  the  best  route,  assume  position,  assault  and  take  Reiter’s  Hill  at 
daylight. 

II.  The  troops  will  have  at  least  two  days’  cooked  rations  in  their 
haversacks. 

III.  All  baggage  wagons,  except  ammunition  trains,  will  be  sent  to 
the  rear,  and  parked  beyond  Lick  Creek. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  : 

JOHN  W.  HINSDALE, 

Assistant  A djutant-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

July  4,  1863 — 0 p.  m. 

General  Price  : 

General:  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  directs  that  the  baggage 
trains  of  tins  command  shall  move  back  on  the  Spring  Creek  road  at 
dawn  of  day  to-morrow.  The  ammunition  wagons  will  move  in  rear  of 
the  baggage  train. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  W.  HINSDALE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraL 
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Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Monroe,  La.,  July  4,  1863. 
Genera]  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General  : On  the  29th  ultimo  I received  at  Shreveport  a letter  from 
General  Elgee,*  volunteer  aide  to  General  Taylor,  conveying  information 
from  you  of  the  critical  condition  of  the  garrison  at  Vicksburg.  I pro- 
ceeded immediately  to  this  point.  On  the  road  1 met  Lieutenant  Cunning- 
ham with  your  dispatch  of  the  26th  Juue.f  I find  it  impossible  to  do  any- 
thing from  this  side  for  the  relief  of  Vicksburg.  When  General  Taylor, 
with  all  the  disposable  force  of  the  district,  was  ordered  opposite  Vicks- 
burg, I believed  that  much  would  have  been  achieved.  General  Taylor 
was  instructed  to  spare  no  efforts  in  throwing  supplies  into  Vicksburg. 
His  efforts  were  vain ; nothing  toward  the  main  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion (the  relief  of  Vicksburg)  was  effected.  General  Taylor  reported  it 
impossible  to  do  anything  more,  and  he  returned  to  Alexandria,  pro- 
posing to  conduct  in  person  the  operations  opposite  Port  Hudson.  I 
approved  of  General  Taylor’s  action,  as  the  troops  were  not  withdrawn 
from  opposite  Vicksburg,  but  were  left  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Walker,  and  as  General  Taylor’s  presence  was  needed  below, 
and  a communication  had  just  been  received  from  you  announcing  the 
investment  of  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  stating  that  you  were  ar- 
ranging for  the  relief  of  the  former  place,  and  could  do  nothing  for  Port 
Hudson,  but  urged  me  to  do  all  that  I could  for  the  relief  of  its  garri- 
son. At  the  time  of  General  Taylor’s  arrival  here,  the  force  concentrated 
at  his  disposal  numbered  about  7,000.  Their  operations  in  the  swamps 
of  the  Mississippi  have  reduced  tlie  command,  by  sickness,  to  less  than 
4,000  effective.  The  enemy  have  re-enforced,  and  are  prepared  and  on 
the  lookout.  The  relief  of  Vicksburg  from  this  side,  which  General 
Taylor,  with  his  force,  found  impossible,  with  the  means  at  my  com- 
mand is  now  absolutely  impracticable.  I inclose  you  a copy  of  a com- 
munication from  General  Walker.|  I have  taken  steps  for  communi- 
cating with  General  Pemberton,  and  for  throwing  in  a supply  of  caps, 
which  I hope  will  prove  successful.  I shall  endeavor  to  communicate  to 
him  that  he  can  expect  no  aid  from  this  side ; that  his  whole  hope  is  in 
cutting  his  way  through  the  enemy’s  lines  ; that  he  must  by  sending  out 
information  determine  the  day  when  by  a simultaneous  attack  of  both 
your  forces  on  the  same  point  the  garrison  can  be  extricated ; that  on  his 
information  I will,  in  advance,  make  a demonstration  with  the  hoiie  of 
drawing  to  this  side  a portion  of  the  investing  force.  Any  escape  of  the 
garrison  by  the  river  is,  1 believe,  impracticable.  It,  with  the  character 
of  the  peninsula  opposite,  is  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  success. 

Finding  nothing  is  to  be  done  opposite  Vicksburg,  I have  ordered 
General  Walker  to  occupy  a point  above  Lake  Providence,  which,  whilst 
his  flanks  are  protected,  and  his  retreat  secured,  offers  advantages  for 
intercepting  communication  on  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Outposts, 

Cam])  at  RusseWs  Ferry,  July  4, 1863. 
Maj.  Henry  Ewing,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Marm({dvlie'’s  Div.,  in  the  Field: 

Major:  I have  just  received  very  important  information  from  the 
enemy.  My  scouts  report  that  the  Eederals  have  left  Iron  ton.  There 
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is  no  doubt  that  they  have  fallen  back  to  fronton.  Inclosed  I send 
you  dispatch*  from  Lieutenant  Johnson,  of  Captain  Eeves’ company. 

I have  sent  a scout  to  ascertain  whether  the  above  is  true  or  not. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Kitchen  informs  me  that  two  regiments  of  cavalry 
have  just  taken  possession  of  Bloomfield.  He  thinks  that  they  have 
only  taken  possession  of  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a post 
at  that  point.  We  are  anxious  to  hear  from  Helena.  Eumor  says  that 
you  are  now  in  possession  of  the  place.  I have  not  received  a single 
dispatch  from  you  for  six  days. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JKO.  Q.  BURBRIDGE, 

Colonel,,  Commanding,,  cOc. 


Office  Depot  Commissary,  Jachsonport,  HrA-.,  July  4,  1863. 
Major  [L.  A.]  Maclean,  Asst,  Adjt.  Gen.,,  Priceh  Division : 

Major  : I am  satisfied,  from  official  information  received  by  Captain 
Pritchard  and  private  information  I have  from  my  agents  and  others 
just  in  from  Missouri,  that  General  Davidson  has  a cavalry  force  of 
some  9,000,  well  equipped  in  arms,  horses,  pontoons,  &c.,  at  Patterson, 
Mo.,  and  is  preparing  for  a move  on  this  point  and  Little  Rock.  This 
raid,  from  what  I can  learn,  will  be  made  very  rapidly,  and  with  well- 
matured  plans. 

I have  some  12,000  to  15,000  pounds  of  bacon,  100  head  of  beef-cattle, 
2,000  to  2,500  bushels  of  shelled  corn  here,  and  10,000  to  15,000  bushels 
of  corn  at  Augusta,  besides  large  amount  of  subsistence  funds  j also  con- 
siderable amount  on  deposit  by  officers  now  with  you.  Our  transpor- 
tation here  is  limited,  and  I cannot  see  how  I am  to  save  supplies  should 
this  move  be  made.  I would  be  pleased,  major,  to  receive  orders  from 
you  as  to  the  policy  I should  pursue,  and,  if  Lieutenant-General  Holmes 
is  with  you,  would  respectfully  ask  for  orders.  Kot  knowing  anything 
of  your  movements,  I fear  to  take  any  important  steps  without  first  hear- 
ing from  the  major-general  or  lieutenant-general  commanding. 

My  greatest  fears  are  this  move  will  be  made  in  the  course  of  the  next 
eight  or  ten  days,  as  at  latest  advices  they  were  moved  from  Ironton  to 
Patterson.  I shall  put  all  in  as  good  shape  as  possible. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  jmur  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  T.  FISHER, 

Captain  and  Acting  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Indian  T.,  Fort  Smith,  Arlc.,  July  5, 1863. 
Maj.  W.  B.  Blair,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  Arhansas : 

Major:  lam  to-day  in  receipt  of  intelligence  of  the  failure  of  our 
troops  to  take  a train  which  was  approaching  Fort  Gibson.  Col.  Stand 
Watie  fought  them  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  and  the  morning  of  the  2d 
instant.  General  Cabell  had  not  reached  the  road,  and  probably  will 
not,  on  account  of  Grand  River,  which,  with  all  tlie  streams  in  that  re- 
gion, is  very  high.  Part  of  the  re  enforcements  sent  to  Colonel  Watie 
did  not  reach  him  for  the  same  reason.  I have  not  heard  directly  from 
General  Cabell. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier -General. 
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Headquarters, 

Fort  Smithj  Aric.j  July  5,  1863 — 9 a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper, 

Commanding^  t&c.  : 

General:  Your  courier,  with  report  from  Captain  Wells,  &c.,  is  just 
in.  The  elements  are  against  us  this  time.  The  last  I have  heard  from 
General  Cabell  he  was  en  route  for  Grand  Saline,  and  reported  he  would 
be  there  July  2.  He  has  been  instructed,  in  case  the  train  succeeded 
in  getting  in,  to  fall  back  in  this  direction,  with  a view  to  the  concen- 
tration of  all  of  our  forces  near  Gibson.  I have  written  several  times 
with  regard  to  ammunition  for  your  howitzers;  last  night  received  a 
reply  stating  that,  by  first  opportunity,  “ some  arms,  the  artillery  am- 
munition, about  600  cartridge-boxes,  and  other  articles  required,  would 
be  sent.”  As  soon  as  they  arrive,  I will  hurry  these  things  up,  proba- 
bly in  a steamboat,  if  the  river  keeps  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Jacksonport,  Ark.,  July  6, 1863—10  a.  m. 

Major-General  Price  : 

General  : Captain  Pritchard  has  shown  me  a dispatch  from  Major 
Brinker,  informing  us  of  the  repulse  of  your  army  in  the  attack  on 
Helena  on  the  4th,  but  giving  no  particulars.  Your  movements  after 
the  repulse  are  entirely  conjectural.  There  are  two  boats  here,  and,  in 
absence  of  instructions,  Captain  Pritchard  has,  after  consultation,  de- 
termined to  send  the  Kaskaskia  to  Clarendon,  with  35  or  40  convales- 
cents, to  join  their  commands. 

The  chief  object  in  sending  this  boat  is  to  have  at  the  nearest  point 
the  means  of  removing  your  wounded,  and  to  facilitate  the  crossing  of 
the  command  should  it  be  deemed  by  General  Holmes  proper  to  do  so. 

The  regular  courier  has  left  for  your  command,  but  I have  advised 
liim  to  send  a special  courier  to  advise  you  that  the  boat  will  be  at 
Clarendon  at  about  7 p.  m.  to-morrow,  where  she  will  be  instructed  to 
await  orders,  with  steam  up. 

The  information  from  above  induces  the  belief,  amounting  almost  to 
conviction,  that  there  is  a force,  supposed  to  be  9,000  cavalry,  preparing 
for  a raid  into  Arkansas.  They  are  supplied  with  pontoon  bridges,  and 
will  move  with  pack  mules  in  place  of  wagons.  Your  repulse  at  Helena 
may  precipitate  their  movements.  We  shall  have  timely  notice  of  their 
approach  from  Burbridge ; but  if  this  place  is  to  be  evacuated,  the  Kas- 
kaskia will  be  required  to  get  away  the  quartermasters  and  commissary 
stores.  The  Suggs,  a boat  of  much  larger  capacity,  will  be  kept  here, 
and  can  take  off  the  most  valuable  stores,  should  the  exigencies  of  the 
army  demand  the  retention  of  the  Kaskaskia.  Of  course,  nothing  will 
be  moved  from  this  post  without  your  special  order,  unless  we  are  ad- 
vised that  the  enemy  is  upon  us. 

It  is  not  certain  that  Little  Bed  Biver  will  be  a safer  place  than  this, 
as  it  is  not  improbable  that,  should  the  raid  be  made  from  Patterson, 
the  move  may  be  by  Batesville  toward  Little  Bock.  We  shall  look  most 
anxiously  for  particulars  to-morrow\ 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  0.  CABELL; 
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Big  Creek,  Ark.,  Juhj  G,  1863. 

Lieuteuaut  [John]  Mhoon,  E^ujineer^  &g.  : 

Dear  Sir  : Our  division  of  cavalry  will  take  the  front  in  the  morn- 
ing. I will  repair  the  roads  as  far  as  practicable  as  we  advance.  The 
road  across  Cache  Bayou  is  said  to  be  almost  impassable,  but  I have 
never  yet  seen  a place  that  could  not  be  repaired  and  crossed.  It  will 
require  a very  considerable  force  to  make  the  necessary  repairs  in  time, 
but  I am  confident  that  no  delay  will  be  caused  by  the  condition  of  the 
roads. 

Kespectfully,  &c., 

B.  J.  LAWEENCE, 
Captain  and  Acting  Engineer. 


Alexandria,  La.,  July  G,  1863. 
Col.  J.  Gorgas,  Chief  of  Ordnance : 

Colonel  : I have  arrived  at  this  place,  and  as  General  E.  K.  Smith 
•has  his  headquarters  at  Shreveport,  I have  sent  him  copies  of  my  or- 
ders, both  to  that  place  and  to  Monroe,  as  it  is  not  known  where  he  is 
at  present.  I shall  await  his  orders. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN^^J.  HUGEE, 

Major-  General^  &c. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La..,  July  7, 1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  District  of  Arkansas  : 

General  : I am  instructed  by  Lieutenant-General  Smith  to  say  it  is 
very  important  to  increase  the  military  strength  of  this  department. 
There  are  many  soldiers  detailed  as  teamsters  whose  places  could  be 
well  supplied  by  negroes.  It  is,  therefore,  recommended  that  an  appeal 
be  made  to  the  patriotism  of  the  people  to  hire  negro  men  for  teamsters, 
and  that  proper  persons  be  employed  to  visit  the  different  slave  coun- 
ties with  your  appeal,  and  use  every  efibrt  to  induce  the  owner  to  hire 
as  many  as  he  caii  spare  from  his  plantation  j and  after  every  effort  has' 
been  used  and  the  necessary  number  not  obtained,  then,  with  great  pru- 
dence, a pro  rata  assessment  should  be  made  upon  the  slaveholders,  and 
the  number  required  be  impressed,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  im- 
pressment; but  this  should  be  done  with  great  precaution,  so  as  to  wound 
the  sensibilities  of  the  people  as  little  as  possible,  for  it  is  of  the  first 
importance  to  obtain  not  only  our  full  strength  in  the  field,  but  keej) 
those  at  home  loyal  and  zealous  in  support  of  our  cause  and  efforts. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDEESON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

In  the  Field.,  July  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price,  Commanding.,  &c. : 

General  : Lieutenant-General  Holmes  directs  that  you  order  Major 
Snead  and  Major  Brinker,  of  your  staff*,  to  report  to  him  in  person  im^- 
mediately. 
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You  will  send  an  order  to  the  steamer  Kaskaskia,  at  Clarendon,  to 
proceed  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  Des  Arc.  Sbe  will  bring  up  with  her 
to  that  point  all  the  flat-boats  she  can  collect  between  Clarendon  and 
Des  Arc,  on  White  Elver.  The  convalescents  on  board  of  her  will  be 
landed  at  some  point  on  the  west  of  White  Eiver. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  HINSDALE, 

. Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[July  7,  1863.] 

General  Price  : 

General  : General  Holmes  wishes  you  to  have  the  bridge  over  Caney 
repaired  to-night,  so  that  there  shall  be  no  delay  in  the  morning. 

He  also  wishes  Major  Brinker  to  assign  the  brigade  quartermasters 
to  duty  in  such  way  as  to  most  facilitate  the  crossing,  f shall  not  cross 
the  bayou  again  unless  obliged  to. 

Yours,  truly  and  respectfully, 

THOS.  L.  SNEAD.  ' 


Ofpice  Post  Quartermaster, 

Jacksonport,  July  7,  1863 — 7 p.  m. 

[Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead:] 

Major:  I am  just  in  receipt  of  yours  of  5th,  6 p.  m.,  and  hasten  to 
reply. 

You  can  go  up  Crowley’s  Eidge  to  Bolivar ; from  thence  to  Jonesborough 
(leaving  Jonesborough  4 miles  to  the  right),  and  to  the  intersection  of 
the  Gainesville  and  Jacksonport  road,  thence  to  Gorman’s  Perry  on 
Cache,  and  from  there  to  Jacksonport.  The  distance  from  Bolivar  to 
the  intersection  of  the  Gainesville  and  Jacksonport  road  is  about  25 
miles,  and  from  that  point  to  Gorman’s  Perry  30  miles;  from  Gorman’s 
Perry  to  Jacksonport  25  miles.  This  route  heads  all  the  streams  ex- 
cept Cache  Eiver.  At  Gorman’s  Perry  there  is  only  one  small  boat;  the 
bottoms  are  about  2 miles  wide;  low  post  oak  laud,  passable  for  troops, 
but  hardly  practicable  for  a train.  The  whole  route  is  fair,  except  this 
bottom.  Colonel  Shelby’s  brigade  crossed  at  this  ierry  on  the  1st  of 
May,  when  the  water  was  nearly  as  high  as  at  present.  I think  this  a 
better  route  than  the  one  you  went  down,  f do  not  know  of  a practi- 
cable route  leaving  the  ridge  for  this  place  below  Bolivar.  Consult  with 
Colonels  Greene,  Shelby,  and  General  Marmaduke.  Several  officers 
have  left  here  for  your  headquarters,  of  whom  you  could  possibly  get 
reliable  information.  I do  not  know  their  names,  however.  This  is  the 
best  route  I can  learn  of,  and,  in  all  probability,  the  best  one  you  can 
adopt,  although  a much  longer  one  than  direct,  as  you  went  down. 

I copy  a letter  received  yesterday  from  Colonel  Burbridge  (I  sent  a 
copy  of  same  this  morning),  which  please  lay  before  the  major-general 
commanding,  for  his  information: 

Headquarters  Burbridge’s  RegixMent, 

Camp  at  EusselVs  Ferry,  July  5,  1863. 

Captain:  The  latest  information  from  the  enemy,  which  Colonel  Burbridge  deems 
reliable,  is,  that  their  lines  directly  north  of  ns  have  been  withdrawn,  their  forces 
drawn  together,  and  marched  to  Caiie  Girardeau,  y)robahly  with  a view  to  assisting 
Helena.  Some  1,500,  however,  have  marched  into  Bloomfield,  Stoddard  County,  well 
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supplied  'svitli  wagons,  &c.,  making  it  evident  that  their  intention  is  to  occupj’-  the 
place  for  some  time.  One  fact  is  evident,  that  at  present  no  apprehension  of  a raid 
in  force  need  he  entertained. 

Respectfully, 

D.  B.  HATCH, 

Adjutant. 


If  you  adopt  this  route^  advise  me,  and  all  assistance  that  I can  render 
will  be  cheerfully  done. 

Eespectfully, 


J.  K.  P.  PEITCHAED, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


Hdqrs.  Department  or  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Arl.,  July  7,  18G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  BoGOS,  Chief  of  Staff : 

General  : I wish  to  lay  before  the  lieutenant-general  commanding 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  sub-district 
under  my  command  and  the  prospects  as  they  appear  to  me,  and,  in 
order  to  do  so  clearly,  it  will  be  necessary  to  review  briefly  the  affairs 
since  I have  been  in  command. 

I arrived  at  this  place  on  the  8th  January  last,  and  found  a small  por- 
tion of  Lane^s  Texas  regiment,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Crump,  at  this 
place.  General  Cooper,  with  the  First  and  Second  Cherokee  Eegiments, 
both  very  weak,  and  Martin's  Texas  cavalry,  also  very  weak,  was  near 
Perryville,  Cherokee  Nation.  Small  garrisons  at  Washita  and  Arbuckle. 
Soon  after  my  arrival,  Colonel  Speight  reported  to  me  with  his  regiment. 
Stevens’,  Hawpe’s,  Alexander’s,  and  Bass’,  all  except  Speight’s,  com- 
pletely disorganized  and  without  discipline.  The  country  was  destitute 
of  supplies,  and  at  that  season  of  the  year  supidies  could  not  be  hauled,  as 
there  was  no  grass  for  the  animals  to  live  upon,  and  the  condition  of  the 
roads  being  such  that  a team  could  not  haul  corn  enough  to  make  the 
trip  from  Texas  on.  Colonel  Crump  was  ordered  to  Eed  Eiver  for  sub- 
sistence for  his  horses,  and  to  collect  stragglers.  Colonel  Siieight  was 
also  ordered  to  Eed  Eiver  with  his  command,  with  the  exception  of  Bass’ 
regiment  (dismounted  cavalry),  numbering  about  200,  the  state  of  su])- 
plies  not  being  such  as  to  warrant  keeping  a larger  force ; even  with  that 
small  force  we  were  at  times  reduced  to  a day’s  rations.  With  this  small 
force,  and  an  enemy  that  was  constantly  threatening,  I have  been  obliged 
to  remain  in  this  section  without  being  able  to  give  my  personal  atten- 
tion as  much  as  I desired  to  the  other  portions  of  my  command.  My 
staff’,  however,  have  been  actively  engaged  in  getting  supplies  of  all 
kinds  that  could  be  obtained ; wagons,  oxen,  and  mules  were  bought,  and, 
by  the  time  the  grass  would  subsist  the  animals,  there  was  a fair  pros- 
pect of  driving  out  the  enemy’s  force  there  in  the  Indian  country.  At 
this  time  Speight’s  brigade  was  required  in  another  direction,  and,  in- 
stead of  driving  out  the  enemy,  we  were  doubtful  of  our  ability  to  hold 
the  line  of  the  Arkansas.  The  Indian  regiments,  with  the  exception  ot 
the  Cherokee,  having  been  furloughed,  by  the  direction  of  General  Hind- 
man, before  my  arrival,  were  only  then  beginning  to  assemble.  Colonel 
De  Morse’s  regiment  was  at  this  time  brought  forward,  and  a force  of 
Texans,  Cherokees,  and  Creeks  was  collected  suffleient  to  keep  the  enemy 
north  of  the  river,  and,  jierhaps,  to  attack  him,  had  he  not  in  the  mean 
time  fortified  near  Fort  Gibson  too  strong  to  be  driven  out  without  more 
and  heavier  artillery  than  was  at  my  disposal.  The  troops  were  armed 
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with  all  kinds  of  guns  (many  being  entirely  without).  My  requisitions 
for  arms  and  ordnance  stores  were  answered  that  they  were  not  on  hand, 
and  that  the  supply  depended  upon  the  fate  of  Vicksburg.  In  the  mean 
time  a shop  had  been  established  at  this  place,  which,  working  upon  the 
debris  left  by  General  Hindman,  has  put  several  hundred  small-arms  in 
the  hands  of  the  troops.  I sent  my  adjutant-general,  Oai)tain  Crosby, 
to  Texas,  where  he  procured  from  the  Confederate  and  State  authorities 
some  arms  and  nearly  all  the  ammunition  that  has  been  and  is  being 
used ; he  also  obtained  an  order  for  two  guns  of  heavier  caliber  than 
any  I have,  which,  however,  have  not  arrived,  and  I fear  will  not  for 
some  time  to  come. 

The  enemy  at  Gibson  is  strengthening  himself  by  works  and  re-en- 
forcements, all  attempts  to  cut  off  his  supplies  having  failed,  first, 
through  the  bad  conduct  of  the  Creeks,  and,  secondly,  through  circum- 
stances over  which  we  could  have  no  control,  viz,  the  sudden  rise  in  the 
Verdigris  and  Grand  Eivers,  which  prevented  a junction  of  troops  in 
sufficient  force  to  capture  the  train  or  drive  back  the  re-enforcements. 
The  enemy’s  position  is  now  better  than  it  has  been — stronger,  and 
fortified  in  a position  from  which  he  can  move  either  down  the  Arkan- 
sas Kiver  into  the  State  of  Arkansas,  or  down  the  road  to  Texas.  In 
this  state  of  affairs,  I would  recommend  that  if  there  be  any  troops  not 
otherwise  particularly  required  in  Northern  Texas,  that  they  should  be 
sent  up  to  the  vicinity  of  Gibson,  with  a view  to  prevent  a permanent 
depot  being  made  at  that  place. 

I would  call  attention  particularly  to  the  fact  that  supplies  cannot  be 
moved  in  the  winter  season  without  an  enormous  increase  of  expense, 
if  it  can  be  done  at  all.  I much  fear  that  those  charged  with  fur- 
nishing my  command  will  issue  only  such  quantities  as  are  required 
for  present  use,  and  that  in  consequence  thereof  I shall  be  unable  to 
put  in  depot  at  suitable  points  an  amount  which  will  be  required  during 
the  months  when  hauling  cannot  be  done.  The  orders  in  regard  to 
purchases  by  the  quartermaster  operate  very  badly  in  a country  where 
everything  must  be  picked  up  in  small  quantities.  Orders  are  evidently 
written,  many  of  them,  with  a direct  reference  to  the  state  of  affairs 
east  of  the  Mississippi,  an  evidence  of  which  will  be  found  (if  any  is 
needed)  in  the  direction  to  send  certificates  in  certain  cases  to  the  sur- 
geon-general, to  avoid  delay.  The  circulars  in  reference  to  purchases 
were,  I think,  written  in  the  same  style.  There  are  here  no  centers  of 
trade  where  purchases  can  be  controlled  by  one  man,  but  everything 
needed  must  be  bought  wherever  it  can  be  found,  or  the  service  suffers. 
Another  difficulty  is,  that  this  region  having  been  Hooded  with  vouchers, 
which  have  not  been  redeemed  yet,  by  officers  ignorant  of  the  proper 
forms,  nothing  can  be  now  procured  without  money,  which  has  not  been 
furnished  in  sufficient  quantity  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  department 
and  pay  the  troops. 

I think  the  present  a favorable  time,  if  a few  more  regiments  can  be 
spared,  to  carry  the  war  into  Kansas.  There  are,  according  to  the  best 
information  I can  get,  but  very  few  more  troops  in  position  to  re  en- 
force Phillips  (Federal  commander)  5 and,  the  force  at  Gibson  disposed 
of,  there  would  be  but  little  obstacle  to  going  to  the  Missouri  Eiver 
or  Kansas  City.  Such  a movement  would  disconcert  any  arrange- 
ments that  are  being  made  for  operations  in  this  direction  this  fall  or 
winter. 

Another  order  which  I think  not  well  adapted  to  this  section  of  the 
country  is  that  of  putting  general  hospitals  under  the  direction  of  a 
medical  director  of  hosintals ; for  example,  the  Korth  Fork  Hospital, 
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established  by  my  direction,  is  now  under  the  orders  of  a medical  officer 
at  Little  Eock,  260  miles  distant,  who  gives  orders  without  any  refer- 
ence to  mej  a system  which  I tljink  entirely  wrong. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Cotton  Plant,  July  8, 1863. 

General  Price  : 

General  : There  is  nothing  left  for  us  but  to  go  down  the  Cache  in 
barges  to  Surrounded  Hill,  and  thence  to  Hes  Arc.  Major  Brinker  will 
explain  to  you  our  facilities.  Please  have  the  command  brought  over 
to  the  bayou  early  in  the  morning.  Let  the  ordnance  stores  now  at  the 
bayou  be  sent  over  in  the  flat,  the  empty  wagons  being  driven  round 
to  receive  them  ; the  ordnance  stores  of  the  brigade  and  commissary 
supplies  to  be  brought  over  in  the  same  way.  I am  governed  in  this 
course  because  I cannot  put  the  command,  but  for  a few  days,  any- 
where else  than  here,  nor  on  any  other  road.  By  this  arrangement  I 
hope  to  be  in  Des  Arc  in  four  days. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Lieutenant-  General^  Commanding. 


Bayou  de  View,  July  8,  1863. 
Maj.  Thomas  L.  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : I have  just  succeeded  in  crossing  the  bayou,  and  have  no 
hesitation  in  pronouncing  it  wholly  impracticable  for  the  train  and 
artillery,  and  exceedingly  dangerous  for  the  cavalry.  Marmaduke’s 
command  encamiDed  here  last  night,  and  have  been  crossing  all  the 
morning;  will  i^robably  get  over  by  2 p.  m.  His  wagons  and  artillery 
are  ferried  over  at  the  rate  of  two  an  hour,  the  teams  being  brought 
around  by  the  road.  This  is  the  only  way  your  wagons  and  artillery 
can  cross.  You  can  make  the  calculation  how  long  it  will  take  to  pass. 
General  McEae’s  bridge  over  Caney  is  still  standing,  and  with  an  hour’s 
work  will  do  very  well.  The  road  from  Caney  to  the  bayou  is  very  bad, 
but  I think  the  wagons  can  be  pulled  through.  I passed  the  Pioneers 
about  a mile  east  of  Switzer’s.  After  repairing  the  bridge  over  Caney, 
I do  not  think  they  can  improve  the  road  much.  The  bayou  is  higher 
than  when  we  crossed  going  down,  and  is  on  a stand.” 

1 will  send  you  a report  from  Cache  some  time  to-night. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  MHOON, 

Lieutenant  of  Engineers. 

P.  S.— Captain  Cage  will  report  direct  to  you  from  Cache  on  the 
Augusta  road,  when  you  can  judge  for  yourseff. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory:, 

Fort  tSmithj  July  8,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper  : 

General  : Your  letter  of  yesterday  is  received.  There  will  be  no 
delay  in  concentrating  all  the  troops  under  my  command.  I received  a 
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letter  from  Geueral  Cabell  yesterday.  He  informed  me  that  lie  would 
be  at  Van  Buren  to-day.  lie  will  be  moved  on  at  once.  I have  written 
some  days  since  to  General  Smith  for  the  troops  in  Northern  Texas. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

' In  the  Field,  near  Cotton  Plant,  July  0,  1863. 
Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead  : 

Major  : The  general  has  just  received  your  note.  He  directs  that 
loading  commence  at  daylight,  and  the  boats  when  loaded  proceed  as 
rapidly  as  possible  to  their  destination.  He  wishes  you  to  gather  all 
the  information  you  can  from  Harold  son  and  the  other  ferryman  near 
you  about  the  landing  at  Surrounded  Hill.  You  will  communicate 
with  him  to-night  if  the  landing  at  that  place  be  rex>orted  to  you  im- 
practicable. If  should  be  convinced  that  this  route  is  perfectly 
])racticable,  you  will  order  the  loading  of  the  boats  at  daylight.  Do 
not  let  the  boats  start  until  General  Holmes  gets  down  there. 

Kespectfully, 

JOHX  W.  HIKSDALE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — Dr.  Taylor  will  go  over  on  the  boat  to-morrow. 


East  Side  Bayou  de  View,  July  9,  1863. 
Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major:  General  Price,  having  seen  your  note  to  General  Eagan, 
sends  as  replj"  that  he  (General  Price)  went  in  person  and  saw  all  the 
• commanders  of  brigades  and  the  troops  coming  into  camj).  He  talked 
with  the  officers,  and  found  them  in  good  spirits,  the  column  marching 
in  perfect  order,  not  seemingly  much  fatigued,  considering  the  marches 
they  have  made.  All  arrangements  are  made  for  crossing.  The  only 
delay  this  morning  was  by  some  corn  loaded  on  the  boat  last  night. 
The  bridge  across  Caney  repaired,  and  there  will  be  no  detention  in 
crossing  there.  General  Price  goes  over  in  the  next  boat,  and  will  carry 
with  him  the  last  dispatch  from  the  river,  which  is  favorable. 

Bespectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

[L.  A.J  MACLEAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


xAuuusta,  July  0,  1863. 

Colonel  [Thomas  L.]  Snead, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  General  Price'’s  Army  : 

Dear  Colonel  : The  road  to  this  place  in  many  places  is  very  bad, 
but  the  train  can  get  over  them.  At  the  crossings  on  the  creek  there 
is  a very  good  ferry-boat,  but  small,  and  one  raft.  It  is  possible  to  cross 
the  swamp  on  the  other  side  of  the  White  Eiver,  west  of  this  place.  So 
if  you  come  this  way,  you  will  have  to  go  back  to  Jackson  port  before 
you  can  cross  the  river. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  C.  CAGE, 

Engineer  Corps. 
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Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.^  July  10,  1863. 


General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  Richmond^  V a. : 


General  : The  dispatch  from  His  Excellency  the  President,  dated 
July  2,  calling  for  my  co-operation  in  the  relief  of  Vicksburg,  was  re- 
ceived this  morning. 

As  early  as  the  20th  of  Maj^,  Imade  arrangements  for  concentrating 
opposite  Vicksburg  all  the  disposable  force  in  the  department,  Major- 
General  Taylor,  in  person,  commanding.  These  dispositions  were  made 
in  advance  of  the  investment  of  Vicksburg,  and  as  soon  as  the  fall  of 
the  overflow  east  of  the  Bayou  Macon  Hills  admitted  of  operations  from 
this  direction.  General  Taylor’s  report  has  been  forwarded.  The  enemy 
re-enforced  and  strengthened  opposite  Vicksburg,  and  with  the  power 
of  throwing  on  the  Peninsula  in  a few  hours  an  overwhelming  force 
from  either  flank  of  the  investing  army,  they  made  their  position  im- 
liregnable. 

I inclose  the  only  communications  received  from  General  Johnston 
previous  to  the  3d  of  July.  His  concern  is  there  expressed  for  the 
garrison  in  Port  Hudson ; he  calls  upon  me  to  do  something  for  their 
succor,  and  announces  his  own  preparations  for  the  aid  of  Vicksburg. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  I received  the  inclosed  letter  from  General  Elgee, 
and  iiroceeded  immediately  in  person  to  Delhi,  General  Walker’s  head- 
quarters, arid  made  arrangements  for  communicating  with  General  Pem- 
berton and  for  supplying  his  command  with  caps.  I arrived  at  Monroe 
on  the  3d  of  Julyj  the  garrison  of  Vicksburg  surrendered  on  the  4th. 
General  Taylor’s  successes  in  Lower  Louisiana  show  that  no  efibrts  have 
been  spared  by  him  to  make  his  demonstration  for  the  relief  of  Port 
Hudson  effective. 

I inclose  a letter  from  General  Walker  exhibiting  the  difficulties  en- 
countered in  operating  opposite  Vicksburg. 

I am,  general,  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenan\-  General. 


[Indorsement.  ] 


Keturned  to  Secretary  of  War.  The  within  and  its  inclosures  explain 
why  the  effort  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  troops  was  directed  in  the  first 
instance  especially  for  the  relief  of  Port  Hudson. 

J.  D.  [JEFFEESOX  DAVIS.] 


[Inclosnre  No.  1.] 

Canton,  Miss,,  May  31, 1863. 

Lieutenant-General  Smith  : 

General  : Port  Hudson  is  invested  by  Major-General  Banks ; Vicks- 
burg by  Major-General  Grant.  I am  preparing  to  aid  Vicksburg,  but 
I cannot  march  to  Port  Hudson  without  exposing  my  little  army  to 
destruction.  If  you  can  do  anything  to  succor  Port  Hudson,  I beg  you 
to  do  it. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHXSTOX, 

General. 
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[Iiiclosiire  Xo.  2.] 

Jackson,  June  3,  1863. 

Lieut.  Geu.  E.  Kirby  Smith  ; 

My  Dear  General  : I inclose  you  with  this  an  extract  from  a letter 
just  received  from  the  Secretary  of  War,*  and  hope  that  you  may  he  able 
to  direct  action  upon  the  principle  of  the  suggestion.  Port  Hudson  is 
invested.  Whether  it  is  possible  for  you  to  do  anything  in  aid  of  the 
garrison  I do  not  know,  not  knowing  where  your  troops  are  nor  their 
strength.  The  investing  force  is  said  to  be  i^(),000  Northeastern  troops. 
I need  not  tell  you  what  a service  to  the  Confederacy  would  be  per- 
formed by  relieving  the  place ; one  which  I am  not  in  a condition  to 
render;  Grant’s  position  makes  it  impossible.  The  Secretary’s  sugges- 
tion to  take  Helena  may  be  practicable;  if  so,  it  is  well  worth  doing. 
The  most  important  object  you  can  have  is  the  maintaining  communica- 
tion with  this  side  of  the  Mississippi  and  preventing  the  enemy’s  pos- 
session of  its  banks.  I know  that  you  will  do  all  in  your  power,  but  do 
not  know  the  amount  of  that  power. 

As  ever,  yours,  truly, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 

[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Harrisonburg,  June  22, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Eichard  Taylor, 

Commanding  District  of  Western  Louisiana.^  Alexandria  : 

General:  I have  just  returned  from  my  mission  to  General  John- 
ston. I shall  proceed  to  General  Walker’s  headquarters  and  communi- 
cate to  him  the  information  received  from  General  Johnston.  I regret 
to  inform  you  that  he  considers  the  situation  of  Vicksburg  eminently 
(•ritical.  Grant  is  being  heavily  re  enforced  by  Burnside’s  coiqis,  and 
this,  added  to  his  strength  of  position,  renders  the  condition  of  Vicks- 
burg, in  General  Johnston’s  opinion,  almost  hopeless.  The  greatest  suc- 
cess he  anticipates  is  the  withdrawal  of  the  garrison  and  its  safety,  but 
the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  accomplishing  even  this  are  very  great. 

General  J.  [Johnston]  has  25,000  men ; Grant  has  certainly  80,000, 
l)robably  100,000.  General  Johnston’s  troops  are  far  from  being  the 
best,  owing* to  causes  which  you  may  easily  conjecture.  Grant  is  in- 
trenched in  a naturally  strong  i)osition,  where  he  ought  to  whip  an 
attacking  force  of  double  his  numbers.  To  accomplish  anything  it  is 
extremely  important  that  General  Johnston  should  communicate  with 
General  Pemberton.  He  receives  communications  from  him  by  men 
floating  down  the  river  at  night,  but  can  get  none  to  him.  He  requests 
every  efibrt  to  be  made  on  this  side  to  that  end.  He  also  desires  that 
lie  may  have  a ready  means  of  communication  with  you  by  way  of 
Natchez,  to  which  point  the  telegraph  extends.  He  suggests  no  other 
mode  of  your  rendering  him  assistance  than  that  already  contemplated 
in  your  orders  to  General  Walker  and  Colonel  [Isaac  E.]  Harrison. 

General  Johnston  has  news  both  from  General  Pemberton  and  General 
Gardner  up  to  Saturday,  the  14th  instant.  The  former  reports  some 
sickness  in  the  garrison,  twenty  days’  provisions,  and  a want  of  percus- 
sion caps.  The  latter  reports  a scarcity  of  provisions  and  ammunition. 
General  Johnston  expressed  himself  highly  gratified  at  your  courtesy 
in  sending  to  him  your  offer  to  co-operate  with  him  in  any  manrer  lie 
might  desire,  and  requested  me  to  assure  you  of  his  high  iiersonal  regard. 
I am,  general,  v(‘ry  resjiectfullj’',  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  Led.  ELGEE. 


See  Part  I,  j>.  407. 
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[luclosure  Xo.  4.] 

Headquarters  Walker’s  Division, 

BelU,  July  3,  18G3. 

Lieut.  Geii.  E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Commanding  Trans-Mississig)]gi  Department^  Monroe  : 

General  : lu  refereuce  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  practicability  of 
thiowing  re-enforcements  and  provisions  into  Vicksburg,  I am  reluc- 
tantly compelled  to  state  that,  with  the  force  at  my  disposal,  or  within 
my  reach,  I consider  it  utterly  impracticable.  At  no  time  since  my  ar- 
rival in  this  region  has  my  force  amounted  to  more  than  4,700  effective 
•men,  and  such  has  been  the  deleterious  effect  of  the  climate  and  bad 
weather,  that  in  two  weeks’  time  in  the  three  brigades  I had  barely  2,500 
men  fit  for  duty.  Since  I liave  been  re-enforced  by  Tappan’s  brigade, 
from  Arkansas,  my  force  lias  not  exceeded  at  any  time  4,200  men  fit  for 
duty. 

To  reach  a point  on  the  Mississippi  opposite  Vicksburg,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  march  for  20  or  30  miles  into  the  narrow  peninsula  at  the 
eastern  extremity  of  which  that  city  is  situated,  while  on  the  right  and 
left,  only  a few  miles  distant,  by  practicable  roads,  overwhelming  forces 
can  without  difiBculty  be  thrown  upon  my  rear,  which  could  not  fail  to 
secure  the  capture  or  destruction  of  my  command.  Since  General 
Hawes’  demonstration  on  Young’s  Point,  on  the  7th  of  June,  that  iioint 
and  the  immediate  river  front  of  Vicksliurg  have  been  largely  re-en- 
forced, and  it  would  be  hopeless  to  expect  that  our  march  could  be  con- 
ducted so  secretly  that  it  would  be  undiscovered  until  we  reached  the 
canal  or  cut-off.  This  short  line,  capable  of  being  perfectly  manned  by 
a few  thousand  men,  would  present  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  our 
farther  progress,  and  even  a delay  of  two  or  three  hours  would  be  quite 
sufficient  to  enable  overwhelming  forces  to  be  thrown  upon  the  few 
practicable  roads  leading  toward  the  rear,  and  escape  would  be  impos- 
sible. In  my  frequent  conferences  with  Major-General  Taylor,  while  he 
was  conducting  in  person  the  operations  of  my  present  command,  he 
constantly  expressed  the  utmost  anxiety  to  relieve  Vicksburg ; but  after 
the  7th  of  June  he  considered  it  so  imi)racticable  for  my  constantly  and 
rapidly  diminishing  strength  to  effect  this  much-desired  end  that  he 
ordered  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops.  This  order  was  afterward  coun- 
termanded, and  for  two  weeks  I have  sought  ev^ery  opportunity  to  strike 
an  effective  blow  for  the  safety  of  Vicksburg,  but  such  has  been  the 
strength  of  the  enemy’s  forces  at  Milliken’s  Bend,  Young’s  Point,  and 
other  iff  aces  along  the  shores  of  the  Mississippi,  that  I have  been  unable 
to  effect  anything  more  than  a diversion  of  a considerable  column  of  the 
enemy’s  troops  to  watch  my  movements.  At  Kichmond,  La.,  on  the  15th 
of  June,  1 was  attacked  by  a column  of  about  8,000  infantry  and  three 
batteries.  The  same  day  three  brigades  of  the  enemy’s  troops  crossed 
the  Mississippi  from  Warrenton,  and  moved  across  the  Peninsula  to 
Young’s  Point. 

1 mention  these  circumstances  to  show  that  my  forces  have  not  been 
idle,  and  to  illustrate  the  ease  and  rapidity  with  which  the  enemy  can 
throw  any  required  number  of  troops  upon  the  Peninsula,  to  crush  any 
small  force  that  should  attempt  to  jiass  into  the  narrow  strip  leading  to 
Vicksburg. 

The  same  is  true  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  batteries  upon  the 
Mississippi,  to  prevent  the  passage  of  re-enforcements  to  the  enemy.  I 
have  examined  carefully  every  point  from  Young’s  to  Lake  Providence 
in  order  to  get  such  a imsition,  but  between  those  points  there  is  no 
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])ositioii  that  my  small  force  could  occupy  more  thau  a few  hours.  If 
there  was  the  slightest  hope  that  my  small  command  could  relieve  Vicks- 
burg, the  mere  probability  of  its  capture  or  destruction  ought  not,  and 
should  not,  as  far  as  I am  concerned,  weigh  a feather  against  making 
the  attempt,  but  I consider  it  absolutely  certain,  unless  the  enemy  are 
blind  and  stupid,  that  nd  part  of  my  command  would  escape  capture 
or  destruction  if  such  an  attempt  should  be  made. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  WALKER, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.j  July  10, 1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  Little  Rock,  Ark. : 

The  enemy  may  only  intend  to  occupy  Greenville.  Ko  serious  opera- 
tions against  Arkansas  are,  I think,  intended  in  the  present  position  of 
affairs  here.  I can  now  give  you  no  assistance ; you  must  make  the 
best  disposition  you  can  with  the  troops  at  your  disposal  for  the  defense 
of  Arkansas  Valley.  In  the  event  of  being  driven  from  Arkansas  Val- 
ley by  overwhelming  numbers,  the  concentration  must  be  in  this  direc- 
tion. Quietly  establish  depots  for  provisions  and  forage  along  the  line 
of  your  probable  march* 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General j Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Near  Cotton  Riant,  July  10,  1863 — 9.30  p.  m. 
General  Sterling  Price,  Commanding,  d^c. : 

General  : I am  instructed  by  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  to  say  to 
you  that,  in  view  of  the  uncertainty  and  difficulties  of  the  route  taken 
by  General  Parsons’  brigade,  he  has  ordered  Generals  Eagan  and  Mc- 
Rae’s brigades  to  proceed  to  Augusta,  via  Gray’s  Perry,  and  there  cross 
White  River.  Should  General  Parsons’  route  yet  prove  impracticable, 
he  will  be  instructed  to  follow  Generals  Pagan  and  McRae. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  HINSDALE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — I have  the  honor  to  inclose  a communication  to  Captain  Pritch- 
ard,* which  General  Holmes  wishes  transmitted  to  him  by  sure  hands 
immediately. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  July  10,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell, 

Commanding  CabelVs  Brigade : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say.  that  you  will 
move  forward,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  with  that  i^ortion  of  your 
command  with  which  you  have  just  returned  from  Northwestern  Arkan- 


Not  found. 
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sas,  to  some  suitable  camping  place  between  Webber^s  Falls  and  Fort 
Gibson.  For  the  greater  convenience  of  obtaining  water  and  grass,  it 
would  be  advisable  to  move  your  command  in  detachments. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

B.  G.  DUYAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smithy  Arh.yJuly  10,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell, 

Commanding  Brigade : 

General  : I fear  thai;  should  the  river  fall  before  our  troops  are 
concentrated,  Phillips  will  cross  the  river  and  break  up  the  Indian 
brigade;  hence  the  necessity  for  moving  as  soon  as  possible.  Some 
artillery  horses  were  received  from  Texas  since  you  left,  which  are  at 
your  disposal  !*or  the  artillery.  Cooper  being  almost  without  artillery, 
and  with  but  little,  if  any,  ammunition,  makes  it  desirable  that  the 
battery  should  go  forward  with  sufficient  force  to  protect  it  en  route. 

A recent  order,  No.  67,  authorizes  the  transfer  of  dismounted  cavalry 
to  infantry  service.  Organize  all  the  dismounted  men  into  a separate 
command,  and  select  the  officer  to  command  it,  and  send  them  forward 
with  the  battery  first,  and  others  as  fast  as  can  be  done. 

A portion  of  Witherspoon’s  battalion,  which  arrived  after  you  left, 
can  also  go  forward. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smithy  Arlc.y  July  10, 1863.  • 

Maj.  W.  B.  Blair, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Generaly  District  of  Arhansas : 

Major  : Your  telegram,  dated  9th,  was  received  at  2.30  o’clock  to- 
day. I have  been  directing  the  movements  of  both  brigades  from  this 
place,  which  has  been  central  to  the  operations  going  on.  I had  given 
orders  for  the  concentration  of  all  near  Gibson,  and  General  Cabell  has 
arrived  and  is  crossing  the  river  to-day;  his  command  much  broken 
down  and  weakened  by  his  recent  expedition. 

General  Cooper  is  very  much  in  want  of  ammunition  for  his  mountain 
howitzer  battery.  Eequisitions  were  forwarded  and  receipts  acknowl- 
edged in  May.  The  ammunition  has  not  yet  reached  this  place.  • 

The  paymaster  who  came  up  to  pay  Cabell’s  brigade  can  now  reach 
him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Jacl'sonport,  Arlc.y  July  10,  1863. 

Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Generaly  Brice’s  Division  : 

Major  : The  mail  from  the  Mississippi  is  this  moment  in.  A private 
letter,  dated  Grenada,  July  7,  says  Vicksburg  fell;  was  mined;  bat- 
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teries  blown  up,  and  the  garrison  surrendered  on  3d  of  July;  that 
flolmston  would  light  the  Federals  at  Jackson,  Miss. ; that  Port  Hudson 
was  still  ours.  The  inclosed  papers  will  give  you  the  rest  of  the  news. 
1 forgot  to  state  that  the  letter  said  Lee  had  fought  Meade’s  army  in 
Pennsylvania;  routed  him;  wounded  Meade;  killed  4 generals.  No  news 
from  the  front.  Burbridge  reports  (July  8)  all  quiet.  Federal  cavalry 
had  left  Patterson,  part  going  to  Cape  Girardeau,  part  to  Bloomfield. 
Thinks  they  are  sending  troops  out  of  the  State.  1 shall  get  timely  in- 
formation of  an  advance  from  the  North.  Don’t  fail  to  let  me  know  of 
the  movements  (Federal),  if  any,  up  White  or  Arkansas  Eivers.  Greene 
is  now  camped  3 miles  from  here.  Shelby  (when  I learned  there  was 
nothing  threatening  from  the  north)  was  ordered  to  camp  near  Augusta, 
and  consume  the  corn  (quartermaster’s  and  commissary)  which  was 
spoiling  from  the  late  rains.  There  is  forage  and  subsistence  sufficient 
for  Greene  at  this  place  for  a number  of  days. 

I have  no  means  of  sending  off  anything  from  this  post.  All  steam 
and  ferry  boats,  except  two  flats,  have  been  sent  to  Desire.  Generals 
Holmes  and  Price  should  know  this.  All  are  getting  along  well  here. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 

P.  S. — The  fall  of  Vicksburg  may  to  some  extent  alter  the  position  of 
forces  in  this  district;  if  so,  I beg  to  remind  the  general  that  there  are 
valuable  stores  at  this  post — quartermaster’s,  commissary,  and  ordnance. 


Camp  at  Russell’s  Ferry,  July  10, 1863. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  JacJcsonjgort,  Arlc.  : 

Major  : In  accordance  with  your  orders,  I forwarded  to  you  every 
day  a report  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  Iron- 
ton,  &c.  I directed  all  my  dispatches  to  the  care  of  post  quartermaster 
at  Jacksonport,  and,  if  you  have  not  received  them,  it  is  his  fault  or  the^ 
courier  line  south  of  that  point.  Brigadier- General  Davidson  left  Iron- 
ton  on  the  30th  of  June,  and  marched  with  the  greater  part  of  his  troops 
in  the  direction  of  Cape  Girardeau.  He  camped  near  Fredericktown  on 
July  2.  Whether  it  is  his  intention  to  go  to  Cape  Girardeau  or  to 
Bloomfield  my  scouts  cannot  as  yet  determine.  I am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  enemy  are  concentrating  at  Bloomfield,  and  will  make  that 
point  a base  of  operations.  There  is  one  re*giment,  800  strong,  at  Bloom- 
field at  this  time.  They  entered  that  town  about  two  weeks  ago,  and 
brought  with  them  a train  of  30  wagons,  loaded  with  supplies.  The 
wagons  immediately  returned  to  the  Cape,  from  which  point  they  will 
be  compelled  to  transport  their  supplies,  &c.  One  regiment  is  now 
building  a bridge  across  the  Mingo.  This  stream  empties  into  the  Saint 
Francis  about  16  miles  from  Poplar  Bluff*.  I think  this  bridge  is  only 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  communication  open  between  Ironton  and 
Bloomfield.  There  are  now  at  Ironton  about  1,000  troops,  mostly  mili- 
tia. Col.  Jake  Hill  (a  big  buck  negro)  has  established  his  headquarters 
at  that  place,  and  is  recruiting  a regiment  of  American  citizens  of  African 
descent.  The  Federal  outposts  are  about  10  miles  from  Patterson,  and 
can  be  very  easily  captured,  if  the  general  will  only  give  me  permission. 

Davidson’s  men  say  that  they  are  going  to  Helena,  down  Crowley’s 
Ridge.  There  are  about  2,500  Federals  at  New  Madrid.  They  are  pre- 
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l)aring  extensive  fortifications  at  that  point,  and  say  they  are  looking 
for  large  re-enforcements.  The  enemy  continue  to  make*raids  into 
West  Plains  and  Thomasville  from  the  direction  of  Uartville,  Mo.,  but 
it  is  only  in  small  bands  and  for  plunder.  There  are  only  800  or  900 
men  at  Eolla.  A few  militia  at  Salem  and  Houston.  There  are  three 
companies  at  Hartville. 

Since  our  arn|y  has  returned  to  Jacksonport,  there  will  be  no  danger 
of  an  advance  in  this  direction,  as  the  enemy  only  presented  a threaten- 
ing front  in  anticipation  of  an  advance  on  our  part ; for  as  soon  as  they 
discovered  that  we  did  not  intend  to  advance,  they  abandoned  it.  If 
the  enemy  advance  at  all,  wliich  I do  not  believe,  it  will  be,  in  my  opinion, 
from  the  direction  of  Bloomfield.  Davidson’s  force  has  been  very  much 
overrated.  He  left  Ironton  with  about  4,000  men.  That  makes  my 
former  estimate  correct.  I estimated  his  force  at  Ironton  between  5,000 
and  0,000  efiective  men.  There  are  a great  many  recruiting  officers  in 
this  section ; they  profess  to  be  authorized  by  Major  Crandall  and  others ; 
they  are  not  recruiting  many  men.  Major  Crandall  and  Colonel  TVoocl 
are  now  encamped  near  head  of  Spring  Eiver.  Colonel  [J.  T.]  Cearnal 
is  near  Salem,  Ark.,  and  has  60  or  70  men.  Colonel  Kitchen  is  now 
encamped  3 miles  from  Chalk  Bluff.  His  regiment  was  organized  on 
yesterday.  I have  instructed  him  to  watch  the  enemy  at  Bloomfield. 

Inclosed  I send  you  map  of  roads  and  stations  of  my  pickets.* 

My  officers  complain  very  much  because  their  men  have  not  been  paid 
since  1st  of  last  January.  Four  of  my  companies  have  not  been  paid 
one  cent  since  they  have  been  in  the  service.  They  were  organized  in 
January,  and  two  thirds  of  the  men  have  been  with  me  over  eight  months. 
A great  many  of  the  men  are  dismounted,  and  they  want  their  money 
to  buy  horses.  Has  not  Shelby’s  brigade  been  paid  since  January  ? 
My  officers  say  that  it  has.  I hope  the  general  will  give  me  justice.  I 
will  send  my  quartermaster  down  for  funds. 

I send  you  Democrat  of  July  4. 

I am,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  Q.  BUEBEIDGE, 
Colonel,,  Commanding,,  &c. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  July  11,  1863. 

His  Excellency  H.  Flanagin, 

Governor  of  Arlcansas : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  15th  ultimo,  covering  a copy  of  a letter  to  the  President 
of  the  Confederate  States.! 

When  the  troops  referred  to  by  you  were  ordered  to  Louisiana,  Vicks- 
burg was  threatened  by  a heavy  column,  and  Banks  with  a large  army 
had  invaded  the  State.  The  strategical  importance  of  Vicksburg  to 
this  department  was  such  that  its  defense  was  really  that  of  the  depart- 
ment itself.  The  movement  of  Banks  up  the  valley  of  the  Eed  Eiver, 
whilst  it  threatened  the  occupation  of  one  of  the  most  valuable  ])ortions 
of  the  department,  separated  Arkansas  from  her  source  of  supplies  and 
means  of  military  support,  preventing  the  possibility  of  concentration, 
and  exposing  the  troops  in  the  valley  of  Arkansas  to  be  taken  in  detail. 
The  removal  of  the  troops  from  Arkansas  was,  therefore,  not  only  deemed 
a wise  measure,  but  was  also  a military  necessity.  The  exhausted  con- 


* Omitted,  as  unimportant. 
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dition  of  the  Arkansas  and  Missouri  frontiers  vas  almost  an  insurmount- 
able obstacle  to  invasion,  whilst  the  force  left  at  the  control  of  the  dis- 
trict commander  was  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  effective  force  in  the  rest 
of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and,  if  not  adequate  for  defense, 
was  all  that  could  be  placed  at  his  disposal.  The  abandonment  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas  has  not  been  contemplated  by  the  department  com- 
mander, and  he  trusts  its  necessity  may  never  arise.  Should  the  enemy, 
massing  a large  column,  push  up  the  valley  of  the  Ked  Eiver,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  concentrate  all  the  available  troops  of  the  department  and 
meet  him  there.  Thus  the  valley  of  the  Arkansas  may  be  endangered 
or  even  temporarily  occupied.  I w'ould  urge  the  Executive  to  prepare 
for  such  an  emergency,  either  bj^  calling  out  the  military,  or  organizing 
for  its  defense  a State  force  without  the  conscript  limit  of  age. 

The  machinery  referred  to  by  you  was  removed  from  Camden,  because 
the  exposed  position  of  that  point  left  it  within  easy  reach  of  a force 
from  the  IVlississippi.  The  means  at  my  disposal  will  not  admit  of  troops 
being  maintained  at  every  point  within  the  department.  Machinery 
and  material  of  vital  importance  to  it  must  be  removed  to  safe  points  in 
the  interior.  Disregard  of  this  principle  has  already  seriously  impaired 
our  resources. 

In  conclusion,  I would  assure  the  Governor  of  Arkansas  that  I have 
the  interests  of  his  State  at  heart ; that  I am  not  biased  by  local  influ- 
ences, but  shall  labor  faithfully  with  the  limited  means  at  my  disposal 
to  preserve  the  integrity  of  this  department. 

I am,  with  much  respect.  Your  Excellency’s  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Li  the  Field,  near  Cotton  Plant,  July  11, 1863 — 6.30  a.  m. 
General  Sterling  Price, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General  : Lieutenant-General  Holmes  directs  me  to  say  he  will  leave 
to-day  for  Augusta.  Any  communications  for  him  to-day  will  be  sent  to 
Augusta ; after  to-day  to  Des  Arc. 

If  successful  in  crossing  Parsons’  brigade  at  Des  Arc,  you  will  encamp 
it  there  in  the  most  convenient  and  salubrious  position,  and  await  fur- 
ther orders  from  General  Holmes.  If  yoii  are  not  successful  in  accom- 
j)lishing  the  ferriage  to  Surrounded  Hill,  you  will  march  by  the  route 
followed  by  Generals  Fagan  and  McEae. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHK  W.  HINSDALE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Gamp  Six  Miles  above  Gainesville,*  Ark., 

July  11,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke: 

General  : I have  fallen  back  from  my  position  at  Brown’s  Ferry,  in 
consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  forage  and  supplies.  While  there,  the 
regiment  foraged  in  Missouri,  but  the  reoccupation  of  Bloomfield  by  a 
heavy  force  rendered  it  extremely  hazardous  to  send  parties  over  the 
river  for  supplies.  The  forces  of  the  enemy  formerly  in  occupation  of 
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Irontou  have  changed  their  position  as  a corps  of  observation  from  that 
place  to  Bloomfield.  They  are  watching  tor  Price  to  come  into  Mis- 
souri. A prisoner  in  my  hands  belonging  to  Glover’s  Third  Gamble 
Militia,  and  captured  by  my  scouts  miles  from  Bloomfield  (Third  and 
Eighth  Kegiments  Gamble  Cavalry  are  already  at  Bloomfield),  says  that 
the  officers  state  that  30,000  Eederals  will  be  stationed  at  Bloomfield, 
but  says  his  opinion  is  that  the  number  will  not  exceed  15,000.  I think 
some  5,000  or  0,000  are  all  that  will  be  concentrated  there.  There  has 
been  a force  left  at  Iron  ton  sufficient  only  to  garrison  the  forts  at  that 
point.  Part  of  the  troops  to  be  sent  to  Bloomfield  are  of  the  Enrolled 
Militia.  No  artillery  has  yet  arrived  there,  although  some  is  on  the  way. 
It  is  said  they  have  a pontoon  train.  The  forage  is  hauled  from  Caiie 
Girardeau.  The  enemy  is  extending  the  lines  of  fortification  at  New 
Madrid  so  as  to  make  them  sufficiently  capacious  for  a garrison  of  10,000 


men. 


The  paper  of  3d  reports  a battle  near  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  in  which  Ewell 
and  Longstreet  routed  the  Eederals  and  killed  4 generals  (General  Eey- 
nolds,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  number).  General  Meade  is  in  command  of 
the  United  States  Army  on  the  Potomac. 

The  conscript  act  has  proved  a failure.  Paxmrs  are  openly  acknowl- 
edging the  necessity  of  recognizing  the  Confederacy.  Large  peace  meet- 
ings are  being  held.  Lee  has  it  all  his  own  way  in  Pennsylvania. 

My  battalion  was  organized  into  a regiment  on  July  9 ; S.  G.  Kitchen, 
colonel,  Jesse  Ellison,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  J.  A.  Walker,  major.  I 
would  not  be  surprised  at  a raid  from  the  enemy  soon.  The  clothing 
arrived  last  night. 

I am,  sir,  &c., 

S.  G.  KITCHEN, 
Colonel  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  ArJc.,  July  11,  1863. 

General  [S.  P.]  Bankhead, 

Commanding  Northern  Sub-District  of  Texas : 

General:  I learn  to-day  of  your  arrival  at  Bonham  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  Northern  Sub-District  of  Texas.  You  occupy  a position 
of  great  importance  to  the  country  over  which  I have  the  present  con- 
trol, and  this  country  is  of  vital  importance  to  Northern  Texas.  It  is, 
therefore,  necessary  that  we  should  work  together  harmoniously  for  the 
common  good.  I therefore  write  to  you  to  inform  you  of  the  state  of 
affairs,  and  to  give  you  my  views  of  the  manner  in  wliich  our  own  cause 
can  be  most  efficiently  served.  The  point  of  present' interest  is  Fort 
Gibsoii,  where  a force  of  the  enemy,  numbering  from  4,000  to  6,000,  are 
fortified,  having  twelve  pieces  of  artillery,  and  where  he  is  disposed  to 
make  a depot,  from  which  he  can  either  send  large  parties  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Texas  or  Arkansas,  or  from  which  ho  can  move  what  force  he 
may  accumulate  in  either  direction.  I have  neither  the  artillery  nor  the 
kind  of  force  necessary  to  take  a place  of  the  strength  of  Fort  Gibson. 
I would  have  forced  them  out  for  want  of  provisions  Imd  it  not  been 
for  a sudden  and  unusual  rise  in  the  Grand  and  Verdigris  Bivers, 
which  prevented  our  troops  assailing  the  train,  upon  which  they  were 
dependent  for  supplies,  in  sufficient  force  to  effect  its  capture.  The 
guard  to  the  train  strengthened  the  garrison  considerably.  I do  not 
think  that  much  will  be  atitemptcd  until  further  re-enforcements  arrive. 
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It  is  just  DOW,  I think,  your  force  can  be  of  service,  if  you  can  raise 
2,000  men.  You  can  move  north,  passing  west  of  Fort  Gibson,  and  fall 
upon  Fort  Scott,  which  is  now  very  weak,  and  several  small  forts  in 
Southwest  Missouri,  or,  if  Fort  Scott  is  re  enforced,  the  whole  of  the 
Yeosho  River  in  Kansas  is  in  a well-settled  country,  from  which  you 
could  draw  sufficient  supplies,  and  do  them  much  damage,  and  occupy 
their  troops  in  defending  their  own  country.  This  can  be  done  while 
the  troops  I have  occupy  a position  in  front  of  Fort  Gibson.  I am  going 
to  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Gibson,  where,  in  a few  days,  I shall  have  all  the 
troops  under  my  command  concentrated.  It  will  not  do  to  wait  in  Texas 
until  the  State  is  invaded.  The  instant  that  the  Indian  country  is  over- 
run most  of  the  tribes  now  friendly  will  be  against  us.  They  are,  most 
of  them,  of  but  little  value  as  soldiers,  but  they  are  better  as  friends 
than  enemies.  The  advantage  of  keeping  the  foe  at  a distance  from 
your  district  is  too  apparent  to  require  discussion.  In  respect  to  sup- 
plies also,  your  district  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  my  command. 
As  the  Indian  country  furnishes  nothing  except  a little  beef  and  salt, 
all  other  articles  are  principally  drawn  from  Texas  and  from  Eastern 
Arkansas.  The  latter  source  will,  no  doubt,  be  soon  lost  to  us,  the  loss 
of  Vicksburg  leaving  but  little  hope  of  saving  the  country  along  the 
Mississippi  and  its  navigable  tributaries,  which  will  make  the  Indian 
country  entirely  dependent  upon  your  district  for  everything  essential 
for  an  army. 

Such  is,  briefly,  the  state  of  affairs  and  the  opportunities  offering.  I 
should  be  pleased  to  meet  you,  and  have  a conversation  on  these  sub- 
jects, if  I could  spare  the  time  to  do  so. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Northern  Sub-District  of  Texas, 

Bonham.^  Tex..,  July  11,  1863. 

Capt.  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Houston,  Tex. : 

Captain  : I herewith  inclose  an  extract  from  a dispatch  received  to- 
day from  General  Steele.*  Private  letters  to  Maj.  S.  J.  Lee  estimate 
the  enemy^s  force  at  Fort  Gibson  at  4,500  men.  I am  apprehensive  that 
General  Steele  will  be  compelled  to  fall  back,  and  in  that  event  I shall 
be  forced  to  his  assistance  to  i)revent  an  inroad  into  this  State.  Look- 
ing to  this  contingency,  my  command  is  at  present  so  inadequate  to 
accomplish  anything,  that  I must  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding 
general  to  the  necessity  of  holding  troops  in  readiness  to  send  to  this 
point  at  a moment’s  warning.  Colonel  Gurley’s  regiment,  aggregating 
about  425  men,  aro  the  only  troops  now  here.  Colonel  Hardeman’s 
seven  companies  are  ordered  to  rendezvous  here  on  the  15th  instant,  but 
I am  at  a loss  to  conjecture  how  many  are  to  be  depended  on ; certainly 
not  over  350  effective  total.  This  gives  me  an  eftective  force  of  not 
exceeding  825  men  of  all  arms.  I do  not  include  Colonel  Terrell,  as  I 
have  heard  nothing  from  him  directly;  but,  if  his  regiment  was  here, 
their  arms  have  not  arrived,  and  may  not  be  expected  for  some  time; 
certainly  not  in  time  for  them  to  take  the  field  by  the  1st  or  even  15th 
proximo.  Of  the  six  companies  of  State  Line  Troops,  I know  nothing, 
not  even  their  whereabouts.  In  view  of  the  increasing  iraiiortance  of 
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quick  cominiiiiicatioii  with  your  headquarters,  I again  urge  that  the 
contract  for  an  express  to  Houston  may  be  approved  and  put  into  oper- 
ation at  once.  Unless  otherwise  ordered,  I shall  establish  an  express  to 
Shreveport,  La.,  as  the  mail  facilities  are  entirely  too  slow  for  military 
purposes. 

I have  the  honor,  captain,  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

SMITH  P.  BANKHEAD, 

Actg.  Brig.  Gen.^  Comdg.  Northern  Siih- District  of  Texas. 


Headquarters  Outposts, 

Camp  at  EusseWs  Ferry July  12,  1863. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Jachsonjoort,  Ark.: 

Major:  Colonel  Kitchen  has  fallen  back  from  Chalk  Bluff,  and  has 
established  his  headquarters  near  Gainesville.  He  says  it  is  impossible 
for  him  to  obtain  forage  on  the  Saint  Francis.  He  represents  the  enemy 
concentrating  at  Bloomfield,  and  thinks  that  a large  force  will  soon 
occupy  that  place.  They  came  from  Ironton,  and  tbeir  officers  say  that 
they  intend  going  to  Helena.  Prisoners  represent  their  effective  force 
at  10,000  or  12,000.  I have  instructed  Colonel  Kitchen  to  post  one 
company  at  Chalk  Bluff,  and  to  guard  all  the  crossings  of  the  Saint 
Francis.  My  communications  with  Colonel  Kitcheiffs  camp  are  now 
daily.  If  the  enemy  advance,  shall  I instruct  Colonel  Kitchen  to  form 
a junction  with  me  near  Pocahontas  1 ■ If  Price  has  fallen  back  to  Little 
Kock,  I think  you  may  expect  an  advance  of  the  enemy.  They  have  a 
force  superior  to  General  Marmadnke,  and  will  try  to  drive  him  out  of 
this  portion  of  Arkansas.  Colonels  Wood  and  Coleman  are  instructed 
to  picket  and  scout  the  country  in  the  direction  of  Thomasville,  Mo., 
and  Van  Buren,  AIo.  Captain  Eeves  occupies  his  old  i30sition  near 
Doniphan. 

Captain  Porter’s  men  claim  to  be  twelve-months’  men.  The  majority  of 
them  will  re-enlist,  but  some  of  them  will  not.  They  wish  to  reorganize, 
and  their  time  will  be  up  on  the  5th  of  August.  I wish  instructions  from 
the  general  in  reference  to  this  company.  My  quartermaster  sends 
estimates  for  pay  of  troops  up  to  June  30, 1803.  In  that  estimate  is  in- 
cluded the  bounty  of  the  men.  I hope  the  general  will  pay  my  regiment 
their  bounty : it  is  due  them,  and  they  ought  to  have  it.  They  wish  all 
that  is  due  them  for  the  purpose  of  buying  horses.  I have  seven  or 
eight  deserters  from  my  regiment.  Shall  I forward  the  charges  against 
them?  Send  me  pay-rolls  for  May  and  June,  and  also  muster-rolls. 

I send  you  Saint  Louis  Democrat  of  the  5th  of  July. 

I am,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  Q.  BUBBRIDGE, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 


Augusta,  July  13, 1803. 

[Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke  :]  • 

General  : Owing  to  the  general  disaffection  prevailing  in  the  bri- 
gade, I would  suggest  that-  they  be  paid  off  immediately,  if  possible,  and 
that  the  claims  for  horses  killed  in  action  be  allowed  and  settled  for  forth- 
with. A great  number  of  the  men  have  lost  their  horses  in  the  recent 
march  to  Helena,  and,  in  case  they  are  paid  off,  will  be  enabled  to  mount 
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themselves,  and  will  do  it.  As  there  is  great  dissatisfaction  existing 
among  the  men  at  this  time,  there  will  in  all  probability  be  numerous 
desertions.  The  only  remedy  which  I at  present  see  is  to  detach  the 
regiments  from  each  other,  and  would  suggest  that  Thompson’s  regi- 
ment be  located  near  Yellville ; Gordon’s  regiment  north  of  Hookram  ; 
Gilkey’s  regiment  north  of  Powhatan,  about  Spring  River,  requiring  the 
colonels  commanding  the  regiments  to  be  accountable  for  the  conduct 
and  loss  of  men,  each  commander  reporting  to  you  directl^^,  thereby 
preventing  any  excuse  arising  on  account  of  a brigade  commander.  By 
locating  the  regiments  as  suggested,  scouting  parties  can  be  sent  into 
Missouri  at  all  times,  gaining  correct  information  of  the  enemy’s  move- 
ments, and  also  having  the  approaches  from  our  front  thoroughly  guarded. 
At  the  same  time  they  can  be  readily  concentrated  at  any  time  you  may 
contemplate  a general  movement.  Likewise  each  regiment  will  have  a 
sufficient  scope  of  country  to  purchase  horses  from  and  to  obtain  black- 
smith shops,  to  have  their  horses  all  in  condition  for  service. 

In  case  the  above  plan  is  adopted,  I think  that  harmony  will  exist  in 
the  whole  command,  and  it  is  the  only  plan  which  suggests  itself  which 
will  obtain  the  desired  end. 

The  reason  I make  the  above  suggestion  is  induced  by  the  interest  I 
feel  for  the  service  and  welfare  of  the  brigade,  and  from  no  i^ersonal 
motives  whatever,  as  I think  it  extremely  doubtful  whether  I will  ever 
assume  command  again. 

I am,  general,  yours,  respectfull}^, 

JO.  O.  SHELBY, 

By  CARROLL  H.  WOOD, 

Aide-de-Cmnp. 

P.  S. — The  battery  might  be  divided  with  each  regiment  or  encamped 
on  the  south  side  of  White  River,  between  Batesville  and  Jacksonport, 
or  at  the  latter  place,  or  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  the  ordnance 
wagons  remaining  Avith  the  battery. 

[Indorsemont.  ] 

Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

July  16,  1863. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

There  is  much  dissatisfaction  in  this  command,  and  Colonel  Thomp- 
son, iiresent  brigade  commander,  though  a good  officer,  is  not,  I fear, 
capable  of  harmonizing.  I anticipate  much  desertion 5 some  plan  must 
be  adopted  to  check  it.  Should  the  proposed  expedition  be  immediately 
put  on  foot,  that  will,  I think.  Should  not  that  be  adopted,  1 would 
recommend  the  distribution  of  the  regiments  as  suggested  by  Colonel 
Shelby,  and  I beg  specially  to  call  the  lieutenant-general’s  attention  to 
the  fact  that  these  men  have  suffered  much  by  hard  service  and  heavj^ 
loss  of  animals,  killed  in  battle  or  worn  out  in  the  service.  They  have 
received  no  remuneration  for  lost  horses,  and  have  not  been  paid  since 
January,  1863,  although  estimates  for  said  pay  have  been  made  out  at 
the  proper  times,  but  no  funds  received  by  them.  I think  myself  that 
this  neglect  is  a serious  and  just  cause  of  complaint.  Even  now  I have 
no  funds  to  pay  a single  man  of  this  brigade  for  a single  day  of  this 
year. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding . 
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Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smithy  Arlc.,  July  13,  18G3. 

Maj.  W.  B.  Blair, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

. Major  : I find  that  it  requires  more  time  to  start  Cabell’s  brigade 
than  I expected,  much  time  being  taken  up  in  shoeing  horses,  &c.  I 
inspected  the  command  yesterday,  and  find  many  horses  disabled  by 
the  recent  march.  The  dismounted  men  are  being  organized  separately. 
General  Cooper  reports  the  river  rising  at  the  Creek  Agency,  which 
makes  me  less  apprehensive  of  any  collision  near  Gibson  before  all  my 
troops  are  there.  The  heavy  guns  wliich  were  en  route  from  San  An- 
tonio have  been  repossessed  by  General  Magruder,  which  leaves  me 
with  artillery  less  in  number  and  caliber  than  is  in  Fort  Gibson. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  July  13,  1863. 

General  Albert  Pike, 

Little  Eocic,  ArTc. : 

Sir  : In  your  letter  to  General  Holmes,  published  in  the  Patriot  of 
the  11th  instant,  you  state : 

The  line  of  the  Arkansas  is  not  now  deemed  important  to  he  held.  Colonel  Cooper 
is,  I believe,  at  Perryville,  some  30  miles  south  of  the  Canadian,  and  General  Steele’s 
headquarters  are  near  Doaksville,  nearer  Red  River  than  I was,  and  something  like 
150  miles  lower  down  that  river ; his  troops,  I think,  are  in  that  vicinity  or  nearer  Red 
River,  &c. 

This  statement  of  yours  was  evidently  made  without  sufficient  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts.  There  is  no  foundation  for  it  whatever,  except  the  fact 
of  a portion  of  my  troops  having  been  at  one  time  at  or  near  Doaksville, 
where  they  were  sent  last,  winter  for  the  greater  convenience  of  obtain- 
ing forage  and  subsistence,  and  for  recruiting  purposes.  My  own  head- 
quarters has  been  and  still  is  at  Fort  Smith.  At  the  date  of  your  letter 
General  Cooper  was  upon  the  Arkansas,  where  he  still  is.  I make  this 
statement  simply  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  the  assertion  conveyed 
in  your  letter,  which  is  calculated  to  injure  both  myself  and  the  country 
which  I have  the  honor  to  command.  I do  not  desire  to  enter  into  any 
newspaper  controversy,  considering  discussions  of  that  character  at  all 
times  unprofitable,  but  more  particularly  so  in  the  present  condition  of 
our  country. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  July  14,  1863. 

General  E.  Kirby  Smith  : 

Sir:  I some  time  since  sent  you  a dispatch  invoking  your  aid  to 
relieve  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.*  Probably  before  you  received  it  the 
disaster  which  was  apprehended  had  occurred.  By  the  fall  of  our  two 
fortified  places  on  the  Mississippi  Kiver  (Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson), 
your  department  is  placed  in  a new  relation,  and  your  difficulties  must 
be  materially  enhanced.  You  now  have  not  merely  a military,  but  also 

’’See  Davis  to  Smith,  July  2,  p.  902,  and  Smith’s  reply,  July  10,  p.  913, 
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a political  problem  involved  in  your  command.  1 Lave  been  warned 
against  a feeling  wbicb  is  said  to  exist  in  favor  of  a separate  organiza- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  States  west  of  tlie  Mississippi.  Unreasonable 
men  tbink  they  have  been  neglected,  and  timid  men  may  hope  that  they 
can  make  better  terms  for  themselves  if  their  cause  is  not  combined  with 
that  of  the  Confederacy.  Already  I am  told  that  dissatisfaction  exists 
in  Arkansas,  and  that  it  has  been  assumed  that  you  intend  to  abandon 
that  country,  the  basis  of  such  supposition  being  your  concentration 
of  troops  in  Louisiana.  To  give  to  each  section  all  that  local  interests 
may  suggest,  will,  of  course,  be  impossible,  but  much  discontent  may  be 
avoided  by  giving  such  explanations  to  the  Governors  of  the  States  as 
will  iirevent  them  from  misconstruing  your  actions,  and  men  are  some- 
times made  valuable  coadjutors  by  conferring  with  them  without  sur- 
rendering any  portion  of  that  control  which  it  is  essential  for  a com- 
mander to  retain.  Separated  from  the  Eastern  States  as  you  now  are, 
your  department  must  needs  be,  to  a great  extent,  self-sustaining.  It 
contains  large  resources  of  mineral  wealth,  but  they  have  been  little 
developed,  and  I fear  there  is  a great  want  of  skilled  labor.  To  get 
iron,  test  its  qualities,  combine  it  into  the  best  gun-metal,  and  cast  ord- 
nance will  be  one  of  your  first  efforts.  Some  persons  skilled  in  the  cast- 
ing of  guns  have  been  sent  over.  I am  not  informed  what  progress  they 
have  made.  To  manufacture  gun  carriages  and  army  wagons  will  also 
be  necessary.  These  operations  may  be  partly  conducted  by  contract, 
but  you  will  probably  have  also  to  maintain  an  establishment  for  that 
purpose.  You  will  also  require  a powder  mill,  and  I hope  you  will  be 
able  to  i)rocure  saltpeter  and  sulphur  in  the  country. 

Some  attempts  have  been  made  to  establish  arsenals  for  the  repair  and 
manufacture  of  small-arms,  but  the  removal  and  dispersion  of  the  ma- 
chinery has,  I fear,  greatly  retarded  the  successful  prosecution  of  the 
work.  In  selecting  the  places  at  which  these  various  operations  may  be 
carried  on,  you  will  have,  to  some  extent,  to  defer  to  the  wishes  of  the 
])eople  of  the  different  States  to  have  such  establishments  within  their 
limits,  and  for  other  and  more  weighty  considerations  it  would  be  advis- 
able so  to  separate  these  establishments  that  not  more  than  one  could 
be  destroyed  in  a single  expedition  of  the  enemy.  You  will  also  have 
to  encourage  the  tanning  of  leather  for  the  manufacture  of  shoes  and 
harness,  and  to  stimulate  domestic  industry  in  the  manufacture  of 
clothes,  and,  if  possible,  of  blankets,  and  to  all  this  must  be  added  the 
encouragement  in  the  production  of  food  to  support  your  army  and 
maintain  the  iieople.  In  any  view  of  the  case,  and  esjiecially  in  con- 
nection with  an  advance  into  Missouri,  it  is  necessary  that  the  valley 
of  the  Arkansas  should  be  kept  in  such  sense  of  security  as  to  insure 
the  full  cultivation  of  the  land.  Of  its  capacity  as  a grain-growing  re- 
gion you  are  suflSciently  advised  5 of  its  importance  in  connection  with 
maintaining  the  friendly  feeling  of  the  Indians  it  would  be  needless  to 
say  anything  to  you,  whose  years  of  observation  have  rendered  the  sub- 
ject familiar.  By  the  use  of  cavalry,  accompanied  by  light  batteries,  I 
hope  you  will  be  able  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  using  the  Mississippi 
for  commercial  purposes.  Beyond  that,  I suppose  your  operations  must 
be  confined  to  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  that,  as  your  means  in- 
crease, you  will  be  able  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  using  the  smaller 
rivers  to  penetrate  the  interior.  When  you  can  get  a rolling-mill  estab- 
lished, it  may  be  that  iron-clad  gunboats  may  be  constructed  on  tlie 
Arkansas  and  Bed  Rivers,  which  will  enable  you,  in  some  contingen- 
cies, to  assume  the  offensive.  I liave  directed  arms  and  munitions  to  be 
sent  to  you  l)y  sea.  This  will  necessarily  involve  a long  line  of  land 
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tra.nsportation,  but,  under  existing  circumstances,  it  is  the  best  wbicli 
can  be  done.  Orders  have  been  sent  out  for  the  purchase  of  cotton  and 
woolen  cards,  and  I hope  it  will  be  practicable  to  send  some  of  these 
to  your  department.  I would  readily  give  any  facilities  which  we  can 
afford  to  any  one  who  would  introduce  machinery  into  your  department 
for  the  manufacture  of  such  cards.  Tbe  endurance  of  our  peox)le  is  to 
be  severely  tested^and  notliing  will  serve  more  to  encourage  and  sustain 
them  than  a zealous  application  of  their  industry  to  the  task  of  pro- 
ducing within  themselves  whatever  is  necessary  for  their  comfortable 
existence,  and  in  proportion  as  the  country  exhibits  a i)Ower  to  sustain 
itself,  so  will  the  men  able  to  bear  arms  be  inspired  with  a determina- 
tion to  repel  invasion.  During  the  summer  months  the  enemy  cannot, 
I suppose,  attempt  any  extensive  operations  in  the  southern  i)ortion  of 
your  department.  During  the  fall  the  rivers  will  scarcely  be  navigable ; 
"and  the  interval  will,  I hope,  enable  you  to  do  much  in  the  way  of  prep- 
aration. 

I have  understood  that  substantial  steamboats  and  good  engines  have 
been  made  at  Little  Kock,  and  that  contracts  would  be  taken  for  the  con- 
struction of  such,  if  proposals  were  invited.  Concerning  this  and  all  the 
like  subjects  of  which  I have  spoken,  3^011  are  in  a situation  to  obtain 
correct  information,  and  will  know  how  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  such 
persons  as  will  be  most  likely  to  render  your  efforts  successful.  I sup- 
pose you  will  encounter,  as  we  have  elsewhere,  embarrassment  and  an- 
noyance from  the  class  of  persons  who,  eager  for  gain  and  careless  of 
their  country’s  welfare,  engage  in  illicit  trade  with  the  enem^’.  Tbe  little 
benefit  which  is  derived  from  such  traffic  is  so  greatly  overbalanced  by 
the  injuries  which  it  inflicts,  that  as  far  as  may  be  it  should  be  prevented. 
I have  rejoiced  in  the  success  which  has  attended  the  operations  of  your 
troops  in'  Southern  Louisiana,  and  trust  it  is  but  the  beginning  of  a 
career  which  will  extend  itself  to  every  portion  of  your  department  and 
cause  your  administration  of  it  to  redound  equally  to  the  good  of  our 
couutr^^  and  your  own  fame.  We  are  now  in  the  darkest  hour  of  our 
political  existence.  I am  hapiiy  in  the  confidence  I feel  in  jmur  ability, 
zeal,  and  discretion.  The  responsibility  with  which  you  are  charged  is 
heavy  indeed,  and  your  means  I know  are  very  inadequate.  Xf  ray  power 
were  equal  to  my  wall,  you  should  have  all  which  you  require.  Ir  gries^es 
me  to  have  enumerated  so  many  and  such  difficult  objects  for  your  at- 
tention when  I can  give  you  so  little  aid  in  their  achievement.  Ma,y  God 
guide  and  preserve  3"ou,  and  grant  to  us  U/ future  in  which  we  ma.y  con- 
gratulate each  other  on  the  achievement  of  the  independence  of  our 
country. 

Truljq  your  friend, 

Jl^FFEltSOX  DAVIS. 


Hospital  at  Mr.  Allen  Polk’s, 

Jiihj  14,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price  : 

Dear  Sir:  I wrote  jmu  on  the  12th  by  one  of  our  scouts.  This 
morning  another  opportunity  presents  itself,  of  which  I will  avail  my- 
self. Yesterda3^  evening  five  of  our  infirmary  corps  who  were  detained 
in  Helena  came  out,  and  will  go  on  to  the  army  this  morning.  Tliey 
were  allowed  to  come  out  without  being  ])arole(l.  Accompanying  them 
is  a paroled  prisoner  tVom  Vicksburg,  who  full,y  confirms  the  sad  news 
of  the  surrender  of  that  gallant  cit}'  on  the  4th  instant.  I had  hoped. 
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iiDtil  seeing  and  conversing  with  him,  that  there  might  still  be  some 
mistake  in  the  Federal  reports  on  that  subject,  but  unfortunately  they 
turn  out  to  be  true.  The  reason  that  he  assigns  for  the  surrender  was 
want  of  provisions.  The  army,  he  states,  had  for  some  weeks  been  on 
quarter  rations,  and  the  day  prior  to  the  capitulation  mule  meat  was 
issued  to  the  men.  This,  with  the  inability  of  General  Johnston  to  re- 
lieve them,  was  stated  to  the  men  as  the  reason  for  the  surrender.  On 
the  3d,  General  Pemberton  sent  a flag  of  truce  to  General  Grant  pro- 
posing terms,  which  was  replied  to  by  General  G.  on  the  4th,  when 
the  Federals  came  in  and  took  possession  5 a sad  Fourth  of  July  to  us 
this  has  proved.  From  what  I can  learn,  the  terms  of  surrender  were 
about  these:  Officers  and  men  all  to  be  paroled  on  the  spot,  and  to  be 
marched  out  in  a body,  the  officers  retaining  their  side  arms  and  the 
men  their  personal  effects.  Everything  else  the  Federals  took  posses- 
sion of.  He  knows  very  little  about  individuals,  but  says  that  a great 
many  of  our  men  were  sick  5 he  thinks  that  there  were  not  more  than 
10,000  men  fit  for  duty,  and  as  they  were  kept  daily  on  duty  on  quarter 
rations,  they  were  very  much  exhausted.  He  thinks  that,  on  the  evening 
of  the  4th,  a large  part  of  Grant^s  army  started  toward  Jackson,  in  pur- 
suit of  General  Johnston,  and  he  heard  it  reported  in  Helena  yesterday 
that  they  had  cut  Johnston  up  very  badly  and  taken  a large  number  of 
prisoners.  This  same  report  1 heard  from  Federal  surgeons,  who  were 
out  a day  or  two  since.  This,  however,  may  all  be  Yankee  gasconade. 

The  men  brought  out  no  papers  from  Helena,  and  I am,  therefore, 
unable  to  give  you  any  definite  information  from  General  Lee’s  army. 
They  say,  however,  that  the  Yankees  still  claim  a victory  over  him  in 
Pennsylvania,  but  that  our  friends  in  Helena  do  not  credit  it.  One 
man  who  read  the  papers  states  that  the  telegrams  were  so -confused 
and  contradictory  that  he  could  make  nothing  out  of  them.  You  may 
have  received  more  recent  and  reliable  news  on  all  these  points  than  I 
have;  still,  I give  you  such  information  as  I have  received.  Citizens 
here  are  not  allowed  to  go  into  Helena,  nor  to  receive  papers  therefrom, 
so  that  we  are  very  much  cut  off  from  all  sources  of  news,  and  have  to 
depend  on  papers  occasionally  smuggled  out  and  on  chance  passers-by. 
Gur  pickets  (some  50  or  60)  went  by  this  yesterday,  within  a mile  or  so 
of  town.  The  Federals  (I  mean  their  cavalry)  have  not  been  out  for 
several  days,  but  may  do  so  at  any  time.  I have  made  inquiry,  but 
cannot  ascertain  that  any  gunboats  have  gone  up  White  Eiver.  I have 
no  heart  to  write  on  any  other  subject.  Our  wounded  are  getting  on 
very  well.  I would  be  glad  to  learn  your  whereabouts,  and  to  know 
whether  I will  hav^e  to  join  you  in  Texas  or  elsewhere. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  McPHEETEES. 


Camp  near  Village  Creek, 

July  14,  1863. 

Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 


I am  now  within  a day’s  march  of  Jacksonport,  with  two  regiments; 
one  is  at  Jacksonport,  sent  ahead  by  General  Fagan.  I would  like  to 
know  to  whose  division  I belong.  I was  put  under  command  and  sent 
up  this  way  by  General  Holmes.  This  way  of  doing  is  just  the  way  to 
get  everything  into  a snarl.  I have  been  fighting  mud  and  working 
along  so  laboriously  that  it  has  just  been  out  of  my  power  to  get  up  my 
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report  sooner  j have  no  stationery  or  candles.  However,  I send  it  by 
the  courier.  I stopped  in  Augusta  long  enough  to  sketch  it  off  hur- 
riedly. 

I regret  this,  as  General  Holmes  has,  by  his  hasty  remarks,  done  both 
my  brigade  and  myself  gross  injustice,  which  requires  at  my  hands  a 
publication  based  upon  my  report,  as,  under  the  circumstances,  that 
course  is  unavoidable.  Already  it  is  stated  that  General  Price  was  to 
carry  Port  Gorman.  If  we  were  to  do  so.  General  Holmes  did  not  men- 
tion the  matter  in  the  conference  in  which  I was.  We  were  to  attack 
and  take  Graveyard  Hill,  and  we  did  it,  just  as  we  would  either  of  the 
others,  if  so  ordered. 

My  men  are  sickening  rapidly.  Under  directions  from  General 
Holmes,  many  of  the  men  have  been  furloughed.  I would  suggest  that 
General  Price  authorize  me  to  halt  somewhere  near  Little  Eed  Eiver, 
which  is  the  center  of  the  district  where  my  command  was  raised,  and 
refit  and  collect  my  furloughed  and  absent  men.  I believe  this  would 
be  best  for  the  service. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McEAE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Outposts, 

Cam])  at  EusseWs  Ferry ^ July  14,  1863. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewinu, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Generdl : 

Major:  My  last  dispatches  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  at  that  time 
General  Davidson  did  not  intend  an  advance  in  this  direction,  and  that 
the  threatening  front  presented  was  only  to  prevent  an  expected  raid 
on  our  part,  and  that,  as  soon  as  he  discovered  that  it  was  not  our  inten- 
tion to  advance,  he,  of  course,  abandoned  it,  and  commenced  the  con- 
centration of  his  whole  force  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.  His  object  in  so  doing 
and  the  benefits  arising  from  such  a move  are,  in  my  opinion,  twofold. 
He  could  not  only  from  this  point  protect  Ironton  (that  he  had  an  eye 
to  this,  notice  his  bridging  the  Mingo  and  other  small  streams),  but 
would  also  occupy  such  a position  as  would  enable  him  to  cover  Gape 
Girardeau  and  New  Madrid,  thereby  rendering  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  above  that  point  perfectly  secure. 

Again,  from  this  point  he  could  the  more  readily  assume  the  offensive 
than  from  any  other  place,  and,  by  bridging  the  Saint  Prancis,  could 
throw  his  whole  force  upon  Jacksonport,  or  unite  with  those  at  Helena. 
Davidson’s  force  is  now  undoubtedly  superior  to  that  of  General  Mar- 
maduke,  and,  in  the  event  of  an  advance,  that  force  will  be  swelled  by 
the  troops  now  at  Cape  Girardeau  and  New  Madrid,  this  advance  super- 
seding the  necessity  of  their  remaining  any  longer  to  protect  those 
points.  The  design  of  such  a movement  would  be  either  to  force  Gen- 
eral Marmaduke  to  abandon  this  i)ortion  of  Arkansas  or  to  unite  with 
the  troops  at  Helena,  and  march  upon  Little  Eock,  and  drive  us  south 
of  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  Helena  is  *now  secure,  and  no  reason  exists 
wjiy  those  troops  may  not  engage  in  such  an  expedition.  When  David- 
son does  advance,  I think  he  will  cross  at  Chalk  Bluff*,  that  being  his 
most  accessible  i)oint.  The  above  reasons  induce  me  to  think  that  it 
is  the  intention  of  General  Davidson  to  advance,  and  that  before  long. 
Colonel  Kitchen  writes  me  that  there  are  only  1,200  now  at  Bloomfield, 
but  that  there  are  several  regiments  on  the  way  to  that  point.  I think 
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he  is  mistaken,  for  I have  every  reason  to  believe  that  Davidson,  with 
his  whole  force,  is  encamped  at  that  point.  One  hundred  Federals  are 
posted  near  Chalk  Bluff,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  My  scouts 
now  have  no  trouble  going  in  the  direction  of  fronton,  and  several  of 
them  are  now  posted  in  the  vicinity  of  that  place.  They  represent  both 
fronton  and  Pilot  Knob  with  small  garrisons,  f am  satisfied  this  is 
true,  as  the  enemy  confine  themselves  to  those  places,  and  are  not  send- 
ing out  any  scouts.  Eecruiting  officers  give  me  a great  deal  of  trouble 
with  their  recruiting  authority ; they  pass  my  outposts,  and  some  of 
them  are  engaged  in  smuggling  goods  from  fronton.  About  every 
other  man  you  meet  has  recruiting  authority  from  some  one  to  raise  k 
regiment  or  a company.  Two-thirds  of  them  never  intend  to  raise  a 
company,  but  only  wish  the  authority  to  enable  them  to  pass  with  im- 
punity. Two  of  these  men  passed  a negro  through  Captain  Eeves’ 
pickets  to  fronton.  The  negro  is  a free  negro,  living  at  Pocahontas, 
ft  seems  that  they  are  connected  together  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
out  goods,  f am  on  the  lookout,  and  will  try  and  arrest  them. 

Mrs.  Elliott,  of  Pocahontas,  applied  to  me  for  a pass  to  go  to  fronton 
for  her  children,  f refused  to  grant  it,  and  she  was  passed  through  my 
lines  by  some  of  those  recruiting  officers,  f have  given  strict  orders  to 
officers  in  command,  of  outposts  to  allow  no  one  to  i)ass  without  passes 
from  the  general  or  myself.  Officers  who  are  legally  authorized  to 
raise  regiments  are,  of  course,  very  anxious  to  recruit,  and  generally 
give  recruiting  power  to  every  one  that  applies.  We  have,  therefore, 
the  whole  country  overrun  by  them,  f would  like  to  have  some  instruc- 
tions from  the  general  concerning  these  men. 

My  officers  are  all  willing  to  help  defray  the  expenses  of  Colonel  Con- 
row  to  Eic^mond  and  back,  f will  send  you  a roster  of  my  officers  to- 
morrow. 

Private  Grissom,  unfortunately,  escaped  from  his  guard  upon  the  way 
to  this  cam]).  Prom  what  the  corporal  says,  he  was  very  negligent  of 
his  duty,  f will  send  his  description  to  Colonels  Wood  and  Coleman, 
and  instruct  them  to  use  every  effort  to  effect  his  capture. 

f have  heard  of  a Saint  Louis  paper  of  the  8th.  f will  try  and  get  it 
and  send  it  to  you.  f understand  that  it  acknowledges  a disastrous 
defeat  in  Virginia,  and  says  Vicksburg  has  surrendered, 
f am,  major,  &c., 

JKO.  Q.  BUEBEfDGE, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 

[Indorsement.] 


Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

July  16, 1863. 

Eespectfully  forwarded.  1 inclose  my  order  to  Burbridge  concerning 
recruiting  officers*  for  General  Holmes.  Approved  or  disapproved,  f 
repeat  it,  that  many  of  these  recruiting  officers  are  an  injury  and  a nui- 
sance. 1 am  yet  unable  to  determine  what  force  is  at  Bloomfield,  who 
is  in  command,  or  what  the  intentions  of  the  enemy  are,  but  am  inclined 
to  think  that  my  proposed  attack  can  be  successfully  made  before  the 
enemy  are  too  strongly  posted  and  their  plans  matured,  and  thereby 
defeat  or  check  the  campaign  which  they  are  now  preparing. 

Verv  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  S.  MAEMADUKE, 
Brigadier-General^  Commanding. 


Not  foun^. 
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Richmond,  July  15,  18G3. 

His  Excellency  H.  Flanagin, 

Governor  of  Arlcansas  : 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  yours  of  June  2G,  with  the  in- 
closed copy  of  your  letter  to  General  Smith,  of  June  15.* 

Before  entering  on  the  various  questions  presented,  allow  me  to  cor- 
rect a misconception  of  the  intent  of  a sentence  in  mine  of  April  3,  to 
which  you  reply. 

I stated  a fact  in  relation  to  men  of  the  old  regiments  serving  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Mississippi  having  entered  new  organizations  on  the 
west  side.  I did  not  say,  nor  deem  it  necessary  to  say,  that  I had  been 
informed  that  they  were  authorized  to  do  so  by  their  superior  officers 
in  Arkansas ; but  knowing  the  fact,  could  not  mean  to  charge  them  as 
guilty  of  the  abandonment  of  their  own  regiments,  which  is  the  con- 
struction you  give  to  the  statement  of  the  fact  as  one  of  the  reasons 
which  had  reduced  the  number  of  troops  on  the  east  side  of  the  river, 
and  probably  inferring  that  the  same  man  had  been  counted  twice  by 
you,  but  certainly  not  intending,  as  you  suppose,  to  do  injustice  to  the 
soldiery  referred  to. 

It  is  no  doubt  true  that  men  in  the  army  are  seriously  affected  by 
the  knowledge  that  their  homes  are  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and 
that  men  remaining  at  home,  under  such  circumstances,  are  thereby 
deterred  from  entering  the  service,  and  for  these  and  for  many  other 
and  more  cogent  reasons  it  has  always  been  our  policy  not  to  yield  an 
acre  of  Confederate  soil.  But  the  power  has  not  always  been  equal  to 
the  will,  and  we  have  been  reduced  by  hard  necessity  to  yield  those 
portions  of  territory  to  which  you  refer,  but  it  is  hoped  only  for  a sea- 
son. I cannot  suppose  that  your  apprehensions  that  General  Smith 
proposes  to  surrender  the  valley  of  the  Arkansas  can  be  well  founded. 
His  long  service  on  the  Western  frontier  must  render  him  fully  aware 
of  the  importance  of  holding  that  rich  agricultural  country,  viewed  in 
its  relation  to  the  defense  of  the  State,  to  the  retention  of  our  influence 
in  the  Indian  country,  to  a future  advance  into  Missouri,  and  to  the 
honor  and  general  welfare  of  the  Confederacy.  Since  the  date  of  your 
letter,  I have  learned  of  General  Smith’s  orders  for  an  attack  upon 
Helena,  and  hope  that  will  have  satisfied  you  that  his  purpose  was 
rather  to  enlarge  our  occupation  in  Arkansas  than  to  diminish  it. 

Our  recent  disasters  will,  I hope,  only  serve  to  nerve  the  true  men  of 
the  Confederacy  to  greater  exertion.  The  movement  of  troops  from 
Arkansas  to  Louisiana,  it  might  well  have  been  hoped,  would  prevent 
the  fall  of  Vicksburg.  It  is  needless  to  say  to  you  how  greatly  that 
would  have  promoted  our  future  respects  in  the  Trans- Mississippi 
Department.  The  loss  of  the  two  fortified  iflaces  we  held  on  the  river 
gives  the  enemy  such  power  as  will  greatly  interfere  with  future  com- 
munication and  co-operation  between  the  States  East  and  West.  In 
proportion  as  you  are  separated  from  the  States  of  the  East,  those  of 
the  West  are  thrown  more  and  more  on  their  own  resources,  atid  in 
proportion  as  my  ability  to  aid  you  diminishes,  so  does  my  anxiety  for 
your  safety  increase,  and  my  determination  to  make  every  effort  for 
your  defense  keeps  pace  with  that  anxiety. 

Though  the  route  will  be  circuitous,  I hope  we  shall  be  able  to  send 
you  an  adequate  supply  of  arms  and  munitions,  and  if  every  man  able 
to  bear  arms,  whether  subject  to  conscription  or  not,  will  rally  to  the 
standard  of  his  country,  I have  an  abiding  faith  that  our  success  will 
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be  commensurate,  under  tlie  blessing  of  Providence,  with  the  justice  of 
our  cause. 

We  have  in  the  Western  States  vast  mineral  resources,  and  we  must 
give  increased  attention  to  their  development.  Some  time  since  I 
directed  men  skilled  in  the  casting  of  guns  to  be  sent  over,  with  the 
hope  that  by  the  establishment  of  a foundry  we  could,  from  the  iron  of 
the  country,  make  all  the  heavy  guns  which  would  be  required  in  the 
department. 

You  cannot  regret  more  than  I do  the  injury  which  has  resulted  from 
the  removal  of  the  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  small-arms.  It 
had  been  sent  from  Little  Eock  to  E'apoleon  before  I heard  of  its  removal. 
Directions  were  given  to  send  it  back  to  Little  Eock;  and  afterward, 
learning  that  it  had  been  removed  from  Napoleon  before  the  order  was 
received,  though  it  was  promptly  given,  further  directions  were  given  to 
have  it  returned,  and  efforts  were  being  made  to  do  so  when,  by  inter- 
rui)tion  of  communication  across  the  Mississippi,  the  last  information  I 
had  of  it  was  that  it  was  on  the  9th  of  this  month  at  Jackson,  Miss.,  and 
the  ordnance  officer  said  he  should  probably  be  compelled  to  send  it  back 
to  Alabama. 

I am  sure  your  good  will  and  good  judgment  will  not  allow  you  to 
impute  errors,  even  when,  as  in  this  case,  they  are  great,  to  any  want  of 
desire  to  withhold  from  any  portion  of  our  country  all  which  it  is  need- 
ful to  have  and  possible  to  give.  The  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  is 
one  of  immense  magnitude,  and  it  oftentimes  happens  that  officers  who 
had  never  previously  exercised  high  command  are  called  ux)on  to  bear 
great  responsibilities  and  to  hold  complicated  and  important  trusts.  It 
is  not,  therefore,  a matter  of  surprise  that  frequent  errors  should  be  com- 
mitted, which,  viewed  in  retrospect,  would  seem  very  palpable,  and  which 
must  at  last  often  be  judged  without  a knowledge  of  many  attending 
circumstances  which  may  well  have  affected  the  conclusions  of  the  actors. 
But  it  is  to  the  future,  not  to  the  past,  that  we  must  address  ourselves, 
and  I wish  to  assure  you,  though  I hope  it  is  unnecessary,  that  no  effort 
shall  be  spared  to  promote  the  defense  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment, and  to  develop  its  resources  so  as  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
})resent  struggle. 

Tbe  States  of  the  Confederacy  can  have  but  one  fortune.  Localities 
and  individuals  must  suffer  differently,  but  the  prize  for  which  we  strive — 
k)dependence — must  be  gained  by  all,  or  we  must  all  share  a fate  which, 
to  every  man  fit  to  be  a freeman,  would  be  worse  than  torture  and  death. 

The  officer  sent  to  command  the  department  is  one  who  I am  sure  will 
win  your  confidence  and  esteem.  It  is  his  duty  to  the  extent  of  his  power 
to  defend  every  jiortion  of  the  territory  embraced  in  his  command,  but 
be  must  take  an  expanded  view,  surrendering  unimportant  to  maintain 
important  points,  where  the  whole  cannot  be  covered,  and  if  at  any  time 
you  should  not  be  able  to  understand  the  purpose  for  which  a partic- 
ular distribution  of  troops  was  made,  and  it  should  be  proper  for  the 
time  to  conceal  the  plan  of  operations,  I hope  you  will  abide  the  devel- 
opment of  events,  and  as  confidence  in  his  zeal  and  ability  grows  in  your 
breast  you  will  be  able  to  infuse  that  confidence  into  others  who  may 
doubt,  and  thus  promote  that  union  and  energy  without  which  we  would 
become  segregated  and  helpless.  I am  sure  you  will  find  him  free  from 
all  jealous  or  captious  temper,  and  ready  to  profit  by  any  information 
you  may  give  him  as  to  the  best  mode  of  developing  the  resources  of  the 
country  and  providing  for  its  wants. 

You  say  nothing  of  General  Holmes,  but  you  have  had  opportunity 
to  know  him,  and  I hope  you  concur  with  me  that  his  zeal,  integrity. 
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and  devotion  to  liis  duty  are  equal  to  tliose  of  any  one.  He  has  served 
long  on  the  frontier  of  Arkansas,  and  will  know  how  to  enforce  the  im- 
portance of  the  valley  of  the  Arkansas,  to  which  I have  in  this  letter 
alluded. 

The  future  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  States  is  not  solely  dependent  on 
military  sagacity.  Political  mingle  with  military  elements  in  the  prob- 
lem before  us,  and  the  success  of  the  general  must  depend  in  no  small 
degree  upon  the  co-operation  of  the  Governors  of  the  States. 

I am  happy  in  the  assurance  that  I can  expect  from  you  everything 
which  your  judgment  approves,  and  I do  not  doubt  that  it  is  only  nec- 
essary there  should  be  co-intelligence  between  us  to  give  uniformity  to 
our  conclusions.  It  will  always  give  me  pleasure  to  hear  from  you  as 
freely  and  as  fully  as  your  convenience  will  permit,  and  I beg  you  to 
accept  assurances  of  the  regard  and  esteem  with  which  I am,  very  re- 
spectfully and  truly,  yours, 

' JEFFERSO]5^  DAVIS. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  SmitJij  Arlc.^  July  15,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell,  Present : 

General:  The  intelligence,  to-day  received,  that  the  river  above  is 
falling,  renders  it  necessary  that  troops  moving  toward  Fort  Gibson 
should  be  in  position  to  re-enforce  General  Cooper  as  soon  as  possible. 
You  will,  therefore,  send  forward  without  delay  such  portion  of  your 
brigade  as  may  be  in  readiness,  taking  the  North  Fork  road,  and  cross- 
ing the  Canadian  at  Briartowh,  at  or  near  which  point  the  advance 
portion  of  your  brigade  will  await  until  the  remaining  portion  arrives, 
should  there  be  no  emergency  requiring  it  to  move  to  the  assistance  of 
General  Cooper. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WJM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- Ge7ieral. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Fort  Smith,  Arh.,  July  18,  1863. 

Col.  A.  S.  Moroan, 

Co^yimanding  Morgayih  Begiment : 

Colonel:  I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  say  that 
when  the  removal  of  his  headquarters  from  this  place  [is  made],  you 
will  assume  command  of  this  place  and  of  the  depots,  and  take  such 
measures  as  you  may  deem  necessary  for  the  public  interest.  Captain 
Fitzwilliams,  commanding  company  of  Partisan  Rangers,  has  been 
ordered  to  report  to  you  with  his  mounted  company. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenayit  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  30.  ( Shreveport,  La.,  July  18,  1863. 

I.  At  a general  court-martial  convened  at  Alexandria,  La.,  by  Para- 
graph II,  Special  Orders,  No.  58,  current  series,  from  these  Headquar- 
ters, whereof  Brig.  Gen.  0.  J.  Polignac,  Provisional  Army  of  the  Con- 
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federate  States,  is  president,  was  arraigned  and  tried  Lieut.  Col.  Aristide 
Gerard,  Thirteenth  Eegiment  Louisiana  Volunteers. 

Charge. — Disobedience  of  orders. 

Specification > — In  this,  that  Lieut.  Col.  A.  Gerard,  of  the  Thirteenth 
Louisiana  Eegiment  Volunteers,  serving  in  the  Provisional  Army  of  the 
Confederate  Stales,  being  in  command  of  Port  De  Eussy,  Louisiana,  hav- 
ing been  ordered  by  Major-General  Taylor,  commanding  District  of  West- 
ern Louisiana,  to  evacuate  Fort  De  Eussy,  and,  if  possible,  to  save  all  the 
guns  and  stores,  did  not  use  proper  diligence  and  obedience  to  said  or- 
*ders,  but  did  destroy  a considerable  quantity  of  Government  property 
and  stores  which  it  was  possible  to  save,  and  threw  into  the  river  two 
32q>ounder  guns,  and  endeavored  to  destroy  one  other  32-pounder  gun 
by  subjecting  it  to  a great  heat.  This  at  Fort  De  Eussy,  on  the  23d, 
24th,  and  25th  days  of  April,  1863. 

Finding  and  Sentence. 

Of  the  specification  to  the  charge,  ‘^E’ot  guilty.” 

Of  the  Charge,  “Eot  guilty.” 

And  the  court  do  therefore  honorably  acquit  the  accused,  Lieut.  Col. 
Aristide  Gerard,  Thirteenth  Eegiment  Louisiana  Volunteers. 

II.  The  proceedings  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  Lieut.  Col.  A.  Gerard, 
Thirteenth  Eegiment  Louisiana  Volunteers,  are  approved.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Gerard  will  be  released  from  arrest  and  returned  to  duty. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith. 

S.  S.  ANDEESOK, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Outposts, 

Camp  at  RnssclVs  Ferry.,  July  19,  1863. 

Capt.  John  C.  Moore, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Jaclisonport  : 

Captain  : Colonel  Kitchen’s  estimate  of  the  Federal  force  at  Bloom- 
field is  confirmed  by  my  own  scouts  from  Poplar  Bluff.  Very  few  Fed- 
eral scouts  are  sent  out  from  Bloomfield,  and  they  make  no  attempt  to 
cross  the  Saint  Francis  Eiver.  Citizens  report  the  Federals  feeding  all 
the  wheat  in  that  vicinity,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  forage. 

The  force  at  Ironton  and  Pilot  Knob  is  about  as  iireviously  reported. 
No  scouts  are  sent  out  from  those  points.  I send  you  field  returns  of 
my  regiment  and  Captain  Eeves’  company.  Eeports  from  the  other 
commands  have  not  as  yet  been  sent  in,  although  they  were  ordered  to 
do  so  six  days  ago.  I will  forward  them  as  soon  as  received. 

Colonels  Wood  and  Coleman  have  not  as  yet  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  Brigadier-General  Marmaduke’s  order.  I do  not  think  they 
intend  obeying  it.  I snpi)ose  the  reason  why  Colonel  Coleman  does  not 
report  is  that  Major  Crandall  is  in  command  of  his  men. 

Captain  Eeves  writes  me  that  he  has  seen  a Saint  Louis  paper  of  the 
11th.  He  says  it  contains  full  particulars  of  the  Vicksburg  surrender. 
Lieutenant-General  Pemberton  surrendered,  on  the  4th,  14  brigadier- 
generals,  130  colonels,  30,000  privates,  50,000  small-arms,  and  102  can- 
non. He  also  says  that  a citizen  reports  seeing  the  13th,  which  denies 
the  surrender,  and  says,  on  the  contrary,  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  with 
a loss  of  8,000. 

I am,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  Q.  BUEBEIDGE, 

Colonel.,  Comma, ndiug. 
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Little  Eock,  Ark.,  July  20, 1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Eiclmond,  Va. : 

Dear  Sir:  The  paymaster-general  of  Missouri,  Col.  J.  T.  Thornton, 
takes  this  letter  across  the  Mississippi  to  mail  to  you,  and  will,  after 
a visit  on  business  to  Columbia,  present  you  a letter  of  introduction 
and  bring  you  information  as  to  affairs  here.  My  position  here  is  satis- 
factory. When  I last  wrote  you  I anticipated  great  trouble.  A firm 
but  conciliatory  course,  which  Colonel  Thornton  will  detail  to  you,  pro- 
duced a complete  alteration  in  the  attitude  of  General  Price  and  others, 
and  I now  have  confidence  in  harmonious  action  between  them  and  me, 
in  support  of  the  views  I expressed  in  Eichmond  to  you  and  the  Presi- 
dent. A system  of  counterpoises  among  the  military  politicians,  indis- 
pensable to  a just  exercise  of  civil  authority,  will  soon  be  established. 
Tile  materials  for  it  are  ample. 

I inclose  a copy  of  an  important  letter  yesterday  received  from  Gen- 
eral E.  K.  Smith,  as  you  may  fail  to  get  a copy.  Governor  Lubbock 
and  I were  schoolfellows  in  Charleston.  I shall  seek  his  co-operation  in 
directing  the  military  toward  good  ends  and  good  measures.  Both 
Governor  Flanagin  and  Governor  Moore  will,  I think,  from  my  knowl- 
edge of  them,  act  in  no  sectional  or  separatist  spirit. 

General  E.  K.  Smith  has  the  confidence  of  everybody,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  is  just  the  man  for  this  department.  We  are  not  at  all  despond- 
ent on  account  of  the  loss  of  Vicksburg,  but  will  endeaver  to  do  our 
full  share  in  the  coming  struggle. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  notice  the  high  opinion  the  military  and 
the  public  generally  entertain  of  your  vigor  and  ability  as  a war  min- 
ister. 

I write  also  to  Colonel  [W.  P.]  Johnson,  by  this  opportunity,  a short 
letter.  Colonel  Thornton  has  confidential  verbal  messages  for  you  from 
me,  and  I think  you  will  not  regret  giving  him  a long  interview.  He  has 
my  full  confidence,  and  can  be  trusted  as  an  intelligent,  reliable  man. 

I remain,  dear  sir,  very  truly,  yours, 

THOS.  C.  EEYNOLDS, 

[ Governor  of  Missouri,] 

P.  S. — If  anything  should  happen  to  Holmes  and  Price,  old  General 
Eoane  ranks  all  other  officers  here.  All  tell  me  Eagan  is  by  far  the  best 
of  the  Arkansas  brigadiers,  and  I think  so  too;  he  was  distinguished 
at  Manassas,  Shiloh,  and  recently  very  much  at  Helena.  Let  me  urge 
you  to  have  him  made  a major-general. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.,,  July  13,  1863. 

Govs.  Thomas  C.  Eeynolds,  E.  E.  Lubbock,  H.  Elan  agin,  and 

Thomas  O.  Moore  : 

Sirs:  Upon  my  arrival  in  this  department,  in  April  last,  I found  head- 
quarters at  Little  Eock,  Ark.  I repaired  there  from  Alexandria,  and 
endeavored  to  impartially  survey  the  field  of  my  labor.  After  investi- 
gation into  the  past  and  present  condition  of  the  department,  I was 
enabled  to  form  an  opinion  of  what  should  be  my  future  course.  I de- 
termined that  my  most  important  duties  were  administrative,  and  that 
I must  leave,  in  a great  measure,  the  active  operations  of  the  field  to 
my  juniors.  I selected  this  as  the  most  central  and  best  point  for  depots 
and  headquarters. 

Vicksburg  has  fallen.  The  enemy  possess  the  key  to  this  department. 
What  will  be  his  future  operations  can  only  be  determined  by  time.  It 
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is  my  duty  to  try  to  anticipate,  meet,  and  if  iiossible  thwart,  if  not  de- 
feat,* his  plans,  whatever  they  may  be. 

The  possession  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  by  the  enemy  cuts  off  this 
department  from  aid  from  and  communication  with  Richmond ; conse- 
quently we  must  be  self-sustaining  and  self-reliant  in  every  respect. 

My  position  as  commanding  general  under  existing  and  future  state 
of  affairs  places  me  in  the  way  of  ascertaining  the  wants  and  neces- 
sities of  the  department  better  than  any  other  i)erson.  These  are  of  the 
most  weighty  character,  and  require  serious  consideration  of  the  wise 
and  patriotic  intellects  of  the  States  w^est  of  the  Mississippi.  I see  the 
magnitude  of  the  subject  and  the  great  responsibilities  connected  with  it. 

I am  an  humble,  but  by  position  an  important,  agent  in  the  defense  of 
a cause  that  involves  all  that  makes  the  name  of  home  and  country  de- 
sirable. With  God’s  help  and  yours,  I will  cheerfully  grapple  with  the 
difficulties  that  surround  us,  and  if  you  and  the  reflecting  minds  of  your 
respective  States  will  sustain  me,  with  prayer  to  God,  and  with  my  every 
mental  and  physical  effbrt  devoted  to  the  cause,  I shall  work  on  hope- 
fully and,  I trust,  successfully.  To  do  this,  however,  I must  have  your 
personal  acquaintance,  your  confidence,  and  your  individual  and  com- 
bined co-operation,  with  that  of  the  leading  spirits  and  judicial  minds 
of  your  States. 

I earnestly  desire  to  secure  and  merit  the  confidence  of  the  people 
whose  homes  I am  ordered  to  defend.  I would,  then,  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  you  will  meet  in  conference  with  me  -at  Marshall,  Tex.,  on 
the  15th  day  of  August  next,  and  that  you  wall  invite  the  members  of 
the  supreme  courts  of  your  States  to  attend  wdth  you  at  that  meeting. 
I desire  to  have  the  support  and  advice  of  the  representative  men  of 
the  States  composing  my  dex^artment. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- General j G.  JS.  Army. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Little  LoclCj  July  20,  1863. 

Major-General  Price,  Com^nanding  Division.,  the.,  Searcy : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  after- 
noon of  your  report  of  the  attack  on  Helena,  and  of  your  communication 
of  the  19th  instant  from  Des  Arc. 

For  some  days  past  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  has  been  confined  to 
his  bed  by  illness,  and  has  been  unable  to  attend  to  business  of  any 
kind.  He  is  improving  in  health,  however.  As  soon  as  his  convales- 
cence shall  permit,  the  papers  above  mentioned  will  be  submitted  to  his 
consideration. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  BLAIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Camp  20  Miles  Southwest  of  Gainesville,  Ark., 

July  21,  1863—12  m. 

Col.  John  Q.  Burbridge: 

In  consequence  of  an  advance  of  the  enemy,  I have  been  compelled 
to  fall  back.  The  advance,  350  strong,  were  camped  last  4 miles  below 
Scatterville,  and  are  coming  down  the  ridge,  from  what  I can  learn. 
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Their  entire  force  is  estimated  at  12,000,  with  some  twenty  pieces  of 
artillery  and  800  infantry.  They  are  fortifying  Bloomfield,  and  may  do 
the  same  at  the  Chalk  Bluff. 

I am  falling  back  on  Marmaduke,  and  will  cross  at  Lofton’s  Ferry,  as 
I will  be  unable  to  get  through  with  my  train  any  farther  up  Cache 
Eiver.  My  courier  will  remain  with  you  and  fall  back  as  you  do. 
There  is  considerable  danger  of  your  being  attacked  by  a superior 
force  from  the  ridge  if  you  remain  where  you  now  are.  A force  of 
cavalry  could  cross  by  Moore’s  and  easily  get  in  your  rear.  Vicksburg 
is  not  taken,  at  least  up  to  the  13th.  Three  brigades  of  Yankees  were 
captured  by  Johnston  near  Vicksburg.  Vicksburg  has  four  months’ 
provisions.  Lee  has  cut  the  Federals  to  pieces  in  Pennsylvania.  Long- 
street  engaged  them  with  his  corps  and  commenced  retreating  j re- 
treated two  days,  occasionally  throwing  away  a gun,  saber,  or  wagon, 
thus  inducing  the  Federals  to  think  he  was  retreating  precipitately,  until 
Ewell  and  Hill  got  on  each  flank,  and  then  Longstreet  turned  and  held 
them  at  bay,  and  Ewell  and  Hill  closed  in  and  whipped  them  on  the 
third  day.  The  enemy  saj^,  through  their  papers,  that  they  lost  80,000 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  Forty  thousand  prisoners  were  taken 
by  Lee  and  sent  to  Virginia,  on  their  refusing  to  be  paroled. 

It  is  stated  that  Kirby  Smith  had  possession  of  Algiers,  opposite  Kew 
Orleans  ; also  that  Morgan  had  taken  Columbus,  Ky.,  and  evacuated  it. 
Pillow  is  over  in  that  section  of  Tennessee,  conscripting. 

I am,  sir,  &c., 

S.  G.  KITCHEK, 

Colonel  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 


Jacksonport,  Ark.,  July  21,  1863. 
Major-General  Price,  Commanding^  &c. : 

General  : Hr.  Pearson  (of  Des  Arc)  has  sent  me,  by  courier,  from 
Wittsburg  the  dispatch  for  you  and  paper.  Dr.  Pearson  wrote  this  at 
8 a.  m.  on  20th  5 was  in  Memphis  on  18th  or  19th. 

Colonel  Kitchen  writes,  July  20,  2 p.  m.,  that  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  in  force,  were  crossin  g at  Chalk  Bluff.  Colonel  Bur  bridge  writes, 
July  20,  from  Pocahontas,  that  his  pickets  near  Doniphan  were  driven 
in  on  the  19th ; thinks  a Federal  scout  did  this.  It  seems  to  me 
that  all  indicates  an  actual  advance  into  this  State  of  a strong  Federal 
force.  Pearson  thinks  there  will  be  a co-oi)erating  force  by  water.  The 
supposition  is  reasonable,  to  say  the  least  of  it. 

I hear  that  General  Holmes  is  very  ill.  I have  no  specific  instruc- 
tions, and  no  idea  of  the  plan  of  operations.  The  question  is  one  of  so 
serious  importance  that  I have  deemed  it  advisable  to  write  to  you,  in- 
asmuch as  General  Holmes  may  be  so  ill  as  to  be  unable  to  attend  to 
business. 


Considering  the  high  water,  the  admirable  means  of  operating  in  the 
Federal  hands,  and  their  possible  combined  movement  by  land  and 
water,  concentration  is  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  give  decided  re- 
sistance at  some  iioint,  and  to  do  this  requires  prompt  action. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  MAKMADUKE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


P.  S. — I do  not  know  where  the  infantry  force  is,  nor  do  I know  where 
your  headquarters  are.  White  Eiver  is  rising,  and  within  4 feet  of 
high-water  mark  in  the  late 'flood. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Eoclc^  July  22,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price, 

Commanding  Division^  Searcy^  Ark. : 


General  : By  direction  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  I have  the 
honor  to  inclose  herewith  letters  from  Brigadier-General  Marmaduke 
(one  inclosure  each)  of  July  18  and  20  instant,  and  also  one  from  Colonel 
Kitchen  of  July  19  instant,*  all  giving  intelligence  of  the  enemy’s  force 
in  Southeastern  Missouri,  and  of  his  probable  intentions. 

The  condition  of  General  Holmes’  health  entirely  prevents  hope  of  his 
being  able  to  take  the  field  in  person  at  this  time.  If  the  reports  con- 
tained in  the  inclosed  letters  be  correct,  they  disclose  a state  of  affairs 
that  will  render  immediate  and  energetic  action  necessary.  He  directs 
me,  therefore,  to  say  that  he  relies  upon  you  to  take  sucii  measures  as, 
in  consultation  with  General  Marmaduke,  you  may  find  necessary  to 
meet  the  threatened  advance  of  the  enemy,  in  whatever  direction  it  may 
come. 

Inclosed  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a copy  of  a letter  of  this 
date  from  these  headquarters  to  Brigadiei -General  Marmaduke,  by 
which  you  will  perceive  he  is  directed  to  inform  you  fully  of  all  informa- 
tion of  interest  he  may  receive  relative  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  advise  with  you  fully  on  the  measures  to  be  adopted. 

It  is  hoped  that  by  this  time  your  division  is  reunited  at  Searcy.  It 
is  of  the  first  importance  it  should  be  so  at  the  earliest  possible  day,  and 
ready  to  take  the  field  promptly.  Just  returned  from  an  exhausting 
expedition,  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  trusts  that  the  prospect  of  meet- 
ing the  enemy  in  open  field  will  inspire  the  troops  with  ardor,  and  that 
while  they  have  already  shown  their  valor  in  attacking  a strongly 
fortified  place,  they  may  prove  more  successful  against  a foe  on  equal 
ground. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  BLAIR, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


P.  S. — Please  return  Marmaduke’s  and  Kitchen’s  letters  when  you 
have  sufficiently  considered  them. 


[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Bock.,  July  22, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division,  Jacksonport,  Ark. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  sev- 
eral letters  of  the  17th,  18th,  19th,  and  20th  instant,  relative  to  the 
movements,  &c.,  of  the  enemy  near  Bloomfield,  Mo. 

I am  directed  by  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  to  reply  to  them. 
Por  a week  past  his  health  has  been  such  that  his  attending  physicians 
have  protested  against  his  giving  his  attention  to  any  matters  of  busi- 
ness. The  character  of  your  communications  made  it  necessary  to  in- 
fringe upon  his  seclusion.  He  desires  me  to  express  to  you  the  great 
relief  he  derives  from  the  confidence  he  reposes  in  your  energy,  com- 
bined with  prudence  and  ability  to  deal  with  the  difficult  circumstances 
that  surround  you.  He  feels  that  at  this  distance,  and  enfeebled  as  he 
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is,  he  can  safely  depend  upon  you  to  meet  any  emergency  that  may  arise, 
and  to  deal  with  it  to  as  great  advantage  as  your  means  will  iiermit. 
He  directs  me  to  say  that  he  desires  your  command  to  be  independeut 
for  the  present,  except  in  matters  relating  to  recruiting  service,  with 
which  Major-General  Price  is  charged  for  IsTortheastern  Arkansas  and 
Missouri. 

Should  the  enemy  advance  in  force  from  Missouri  upon  you,  or  west 
of  Black  Eiver,  it  is  General  Holmes^  opinion  that  you  should  not  allow 
yourself  to  be  found  by  him  on  the  east  bank  of  White  or  Black  Eivers. 
The  time  for  crossing,  as  well  as  the  selection  of  the  point  at  which  you 
will  dispute  the  passage,  he  leaves  to  your  discretion,  to  be  guided  by 
the  information  you  receive  of  his  force,  &c. 

The  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  supplies  at  Jacksonport  must  also  be 
determined  by  you.  Shonld  you  find  it  necessary  to  order  their  removal, 
he  places  at  your  disposition,  for  the  imrpose,  all  the  means  of  trans- 
portation on  the  rivers  available  to  you. 

Should  the  force  of  the  enemy  be  too  great  to  allow  you  to  cope  with 
him  single-handed,  Major-General  Price  will  co-operate  with  you.  To 
enable  him  to  do  so  to  the  best  advantage,  Lieutenant-General  Holmes 
commends  to  your  special  notice  the  importance  of  communicating 
with  Major-General  Price  every  circumstance  worthy  of  attention, 
and  of  advising  with  him  on  all  the  measures  to  be  adopted.  Should 
your  forces  unite,  he,  as  senior,  will,  of  course,  take  the  direction  of 
the  whole. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  mention  that  these  instructions,  being 
based  upon  the  probable  necessity  in  which  you  may  find  yourself  to 
retire  before  the  enemy,  are  not  intended  to  operate  to  the  derangement 
of  the  usual  business  of  the  service  in  your  vicinity,  except  in  case  the 
contemplated  contingency  arises  to  view. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  BLAIE, 

Acting  Assutant  Adjutant- General, 


Eight  Miles  Southwest  of  Jonesborough, 

July  22,  1863. 


Brigadier- General  Marmadeke  : 


I have  thought  it  expedient  to  fall  back  this  far  on  my  way  to  Lof- 
ton’s Perry,  on  Gache.  I have  no  additional  reliable  information  from 
my  scouts,  but  know  that  the  enemy  is  in  force.  I have  since  my  last 
dispatch  learned  that  a force  (larger)  was  some  4 or  5 miles  in  rear  of 
the  350  mentioned  as  camping  below  Scatterville.  My  scouts  have  not 
reported  this  morning,  but  if  anything  happens  or  any  information  of 
importance  comes  to  me,  I will  send  extra  courier  or  dispatch.  I am  this 
morning  sending  my  train  and  ineffective  men  to  Cache  Eiver. 

I am,  sir,  &c., 

S.  G.  KITOHEIS^ 

Colonel  Tenth  Cavalry. 


[P.  S.] — Colonel  Burbridge  has  been  informed  by  me  every  two  or  three 
days  in  regard  to  enemy.  Some  of  the  dispatches  may  not  have  reached 
him.  The  line  of  couriers  is  now  broken  by  the  enemy.  My  train  will 
be  over  Gache  to-morrow.  I will  remain  here  until  forced  away  by  the 
enemy. 
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Headquarters, 

Barloic,  Camp  Logan  Creelcj  July  22, 1863. 
Colonel  Burbridge,  Commanding : 

Colonel  : I have  just  returned  from  watching  the  movements  of  the 
nigger  stealers  that  crossed  above  Van  Buren  on  Saturday  morning  be- 
fore daylight.  They  took  the  old  Belleview  road,  down  through  the  Wil- 
derness, until  they  came  to  the  road  leading  down  Buffalo  Creek  and  to 
Williams’  Mill,  on  Eleven  Point  Eiver ; there  they  took  the  left-hand  end 
of  the  cross-road,  which  led  them  down  to  the  mouth  of  Buffalo  Creek, 
where  they  camped  Sunday  night.  They  started  early  on  Monday  morn- 
ing in  the  direction  of  Van  Buren.  I followed  them  about  4 miles  on 
their  route.  They  were  traveling  on  double-quick,  as  if  they  had  got?  a 
fright.  Their  number  is  estimated  at  250.  They  had  two  wagons.  Their 
commander’s  name  is  Woodson.  Colonel,  I am  of  the  opinion  that  they 
will  go,  or  have  gone,  up.  and  cross  at  Van  Buren,  and  come  down  on 
the  east  side  of  Current  Eiver,  as  they  have  not  accomplished  what  I 
think  was  intended  by  their  scout.  They  took  off  several  men  and  horses 
from  Buffalo  Creek.  I expect  to  move  camp  to  morrow  morning.  We 
will  be  compelled  to  go  20  miles  above  Doniphan  to  get  forage,  on  Cur- 
rent Eiver,  but  we  will  only  have  a better  position  to  watch  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy. 

I have  the  honor,  colonel,  to  remain  yours, 

T.  EEVES, 

Captain^  Commanding  Outpost. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  on  Imochia  Creek.,  C.  V.,  July  22 j 1863. 
Brigadier-General  Bankhead, 

Commanding  Northern  Texas: 

General:  You  have  no  doubt  heard  that  General  Cooper  had  been 
driven  from  his  i^osition  before  the  re-enforcements  which  were  en  route 
had  reached  him.  He  has  not,  however,  been  punished  as  severely  as 
was  at  first  reported ; 200  will  more  than  cover  his  loss,  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing.  I move  to-morrow  to  occupy  his  former  position,  where  I 
shall  probably  remain  for  some  time.  The  next  contest  will  i)robably 
be  over  the  supply  train,  which  must  be  in  Gibson  between  the  1st  and 
10th  August. 

In  this  I wish  your  assistance.  I do  not  feel  strong  enough  to  attack 
Gibson,  even  with  your  assistance,  without  more  and  heavier  artillery 
than  we  can  command ; but  an  attempt  to  take  their  train  will  draw  out 
the  whole  force  of  the  enemy,  and  I wish  to  have  a force  sufficient  to 
put  the  matter  beyond  the  possibility  of  a failure.  Please  let  me  know 
your  action  as  early  as  possible. 

Eespectf Lilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WAI.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  on  Imoehia  Creek,  July  22,  1863. 

MaJ.  W.  B.  Blair, 

Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General  : 
jMajor  : I have  now  concentrated  all  the  force  at  my  disposal,  leav- 
ing only  such  small  force  as  is  necessary  for  guard  at  the  depots,  Mor- 
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gau’s  regiment  being  at  Fort  Smith.  The  force  now  here  is  about  1,200 
stronger  than  that  under  General  Cooper’s  command  in  his  late  action 
at  Honey  Springs.  The  enemy  on  that  occasion  displayed  a larger 
force  than  he  was  supposed  to  be  able  to  move. 

I shall  move  back  at  once  and  occupy  the  ground  from  which  General 
Cooper  was  driven,  unless  delayed  by  the  Canadian,  which  was  reported 
last  night  as  rising.  The  morale  of  the  troops  is  considerably  affected 
by  the  bad  quality  of  the  powder  which  we  have,  which  is  so  easily  in- 
jured by  the  least  dampness  as  to  be  worthless.  This  powder  came 
from  San  Antonio.  It  is  supposed  by  the  men  to  have  been  sent  to 
Mexico  by  the  Yankees  purposely  to  sell  to  us. 

The  campaign  here  is  resolved  into  a defensive  one,  without  an  in- 
crease of  force,  and  of  artillery  particularly.  The  artillery  company 
.with  General  Cooper,  having  lost  one  of  their  howitzers,  have  now  but 
two  howitzers  and  one  rifled  prairie  gun.  General  Cabell  has  with  his 
brigade  four  iron  sixes. 

From  this  you  will  see  that  I am  in  no  condition  to  attempt  the  re- 
duction of  Fort  Blunt  (Fort  Gibson),  which  has  at  least  ten  pieces  of 
artillery,  some  of  it  heavier  than  any  I have.  The  two  pieces  which 
General  Magruder  turned  over  to  me,  and  afterward  took  back,  would 
be  worth  more  than  a thousand  men.  The  Arkansas  Eiver  is  reported  to 
have  risen  10  feet,  which  would  prevent  any  movement  for  several  days. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.. 


WM.  STEELE, 


Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

Bes  Arc,  Arlc.,  July  23,  18G3. 

Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  Shreveport : 

General  : You  will  probably  have  received  a communication  ad- 
dressed to  me  by  Dr.  Pearson,  and  by  me  forwarded  to  you  this  day, 
through  district  headquarters,  with  my  indorsement  upon  it.  That 
communication  was  intended  to  advise  me  that  our  friends  in  Saint 
Louis  (from  which  city  Dr.  Pearson  is  just  returning)  believe  that  the 
enemy  are  about  to  send  a force  of  60,000  men  into  this  State.  The 
writer,  who  is  known  to  me  as  a very  intelligent  and  trustworthy  gen- 
tleman, states,  in  confirmation  of  this  report,  that  twelve  regiments  had 
already  left  Saint  Louis  for  Eolla,  in  Southwestern  Missouri,  and  six 
regiments  for  Helena,  in  this  State.  This  last  statement  has  been  fully 
verified  by  reports  from  Helena.  It  has  also  been  manifest,  for  three 
weeks  past,  that  the  enemy  were  concentrating  near  Ironton,  in  Mis- 
souri, a heavy  force  of  cavalry  and  artillery  (from  6,000  to  10,000  men), 
well  equipped  and  supplied  with  pontoon  teams,  &c.,  and  plainly  in- 
tended to  operate  in  this  direction,  and  the  latest  intelligence  shows 
that  this  force,  the  advance  of  which  is  even  now  within  this  State,  is 
but  the  advance  of  a.  heavy  force  of  infantry.  Being  myself  fully  con- 
vinced by  these  and  other  facts  that  the  enemy  is  about  to  advance 
against  us  (probably  in  three  columns;  one  army  from  Northwestern 
Arkansas,  another  down  the  White  Eiver  Yalley,  and  the  third  from  the 
Mississippi)  in  numbers  which  we  cannot  even  hope  to  withstand  in  the 
present  scattered  condition  of  the  troops  in  this  district  and  depart- 
ment, and  believing  also  that  our  own  forces  cannot  be  concentrated 
north  of  the  Arkansas  either  in  sufficient  numbers  or  in  time  to  resist 
the  enemy’s  advance  without  exposing  ourselves  to  capture  or  annihila* 
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tiou,  or  without,  at  least,  sacrificiug  uselessly  thousands  of  men,  when 
we  have  not  a man  to  spare,  I believe  it  to  be  my  duty  to  urge  you, 
very  respectfully,  .but  most  earnestly,  to  be  pleased  to  order  all  troops 
within  this  State,  at  least,  to  be  concentrated  upon  some  line  of  defense 
at  least  as  far  south  as  the  Arkansas  Kiver. 

I send  a copy  of  this  communication  to  Lieutenant-General  Holmes. 

I am,  general,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  friend  and  obedient 
servant, 

STERLING  PRICE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

Bes  ArCj  Arl\,  July  23,  18G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  Jas.  F.  Fauan, 

Commanding  Searcy  : 

General  : You  will  perceive  from  the  inclosed  orders  that  you  are  to 
assume  command  of  this  division  at  once.  General  Parsons  will  remain 
here  until  further  orders  from  yourself  or  General  Price,  but  is  in  readi- 
ness to  move  at  any  hour.  General  Marmaduke,  who  is  in  command  of 
all  the  cavalry  in  your  front,  has  been  directed  to  keep  you  advised  of 
his  movements  and  of  those  of  the  enemy.  General  Price  leaves  for 
Little  Rock  this  afternoon,  and  will  report  to  you  early  to-morrow. 
His  staff  will  report  to  you  early  to-morrow  morning,  and  will  inform 
you  as  to  condition  of  their  respective  departments.  Captain  Collins’ 
company  of  cavalry  (General  Price’s  body-guard)  will  report  to  you  for 
duty. 

I am,  general,  &c., 

THOS.  L.  SNEAD, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

[Inclosuro.] 

General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

No.  G.  f Bes  Arc,  July  23,  18G3. 

Major-General  Price  having  been  ordered,  in  consequence  of  the  ill- 
ness of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  to  assume  command  of  the  District 
of  Arkansas,  the  command  of  this  division  devolves  upon  Brig.  Gen. 
James  F.  Fagan,  who  will  act  accordingly,  and  to  whom  the  division 
staff,  except  Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead,  will  report  immediately,  at  Searcy. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Price  : 

L.  A.  MACLEAN, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

« Bes  Arc,  July  23,  18G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke, 

Commanding  Cavalry.,  ffc.,  Jaclcsonport : 

General  : General  Price  has  been  ordered,  in  consequence  of  the 
illness  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  to  assume  command  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Arkansas.  The  command  of  this  division  devolves  uiion  Brig- 
adier-General Fagan,  whose  headquarters  are  at 'Searcy.  General 
Price  wishes  you  to  assume  command  at  once  of  all  the  cavalry  in  your 
front.  The  necessary  orders  will  be  issued  as  soon  as  he  gets  to  Little 
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Eock,  whither  he  starts  this  afternoon.  He  expects  you  to  keep  your- 
self thoroughly  and  correctly  informed  as  to  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  and  to  advise  him  of  them  promptly.  He  wishes  you  to  delay 
and  annoy  them  as  much  as  you  possibly  can,  without  endangering  too 
greatly  the  safety  of  your  command,  falling  back,  when  compelled  to  do 
so,  in  the  direction  of  Searcy.  You  will  keep  General  Fagan  well  ad- 
vised as  to  your  movements. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  L.  SNEAD, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

Des  Are,  July  23,  1863 — 6.30  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke, 

‘ Commanding^  tfe.,  Jaclisonport : 

General  : General  Price  thanks  you  for  your  letter  and  suggestions, 
and  directs  me  to  say  that  he  has  received  no  orders  from  General 
Holmes  since  July  11,  except  one  indirectly  from  General  Fagan,  order- 
ing that  officer  to  report  to  him  (General  Price),  and  one  indirectly  from 
you,  ordering  you  to  report  to  General  Holmes.  In  the  order  of  July 
11,  General  Holmes  ordered  General  Price  to  remain  here  until  further 
orders.  He  expects  to  receive  important  orders  this  afternoon,  how- 
ever, as  he  has  been  advised  to  that  effect  by  telegraph,  and  will  write 
to  you  again  after  reading  them. 

In  great  haste,  yours,  truly  and  respectfully, 

THOS.  L.  SNEAD, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Jaclcsonport^  Ar7j.,  July  21,  1863 — 5 p.  m. 

Major  Snead, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Pricers  Division: 

Major  : I inclose  dispatches  this  moment  received  from  Colonel 
Kitchen,  commanding  outpost  near  Joiiesborough,  on  Crowley’s  Eidge; 
also  a letter  from  Colonel  Burbridge.  Both  concur  that  the  enemy  are 
advancing  and  in  force.  I am  also  of  that  opinion.  As  yet  they  have 
given  no  indications  of  a raid.  My  impression  is  that  Schofield  is  in 
command. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  MAEMADUKE, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I send  two  papers  (July  12  and  July  15). 


[Inclo3uro  No.  1.] 

Camp  on  West  Bank  of  Cache  Eiver, 

Jidy  24,  1863 — 9 a.  in. 

Brigadier-General  Marmaduke: 

My  train  has  been  crossed  to  the  west  side  of  Cache,  with  all  my 
effective  men  and  the  battery  of  Captain  Griswold.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
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Ellison,  with  scout  Ko.  1;  Major  Walker,  with  scout  No.  2 5 Captain 
[W.  H.]  Glenn,  with  scout  No.  3,  and  Captain  [James  A.]  Cooper,  with 
scout  No.  4,  are  on  the  ridge  yet.  I shall  start  over  to  take  charge  of 
them  this  morning.  The  enemy  have  again  commenced  an  advance 
down  the  ridge,  having  again  appeared  in  force  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Scatterville  on  the  evening  of  the  22d.  My  train  will  start  this  evening 
to  J acksonport.  I would  start  it  this  morning,  but  it  is  nearly  exhausted 
from  the  forced  marching.  My  dispatch  of  the  21st  should  have  been 
dated  the  22d.  A dispatch  has  been  sent  you  every  day  for  the  past  five 
days.  The  enemy  is  supposed  to  be  fortifying  at  Chalk  Blufi*,  and  are 
establishing  a telegraph  as  far  as  they  come.  I will  retain  one  or  two 
teams,  with  cooking  utensils  sufficient  for  the  regiment,  yet  behind. 

I am,  sir,  &c., 


[Inclosure  Xo.  2.] 


S.  G.  KITCHEN, 

Colonel^  &c. 


Camp  Four  Miles  South  of  Pocahontas, 

July  24,  1863. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Jacl^sonport^  Arlc. : 

Major  : One  of  my  scouts,  who  was  captured  and  paroled  by  the 
enemy,  returned  last  night.  He  says  there  are  three  forts  at  Bloom- 
field, and  some  very  large  siege  pieces.  General  McNeil  is  in  command. 
He  says  there  are  2,000  cavalry  and  2,000  infantry  left  to  garrison  that 
place.  He  crossed  on  the  pontoon  at  Chalk  Bluff,  with  Colonel  Glo- 
ver’s command.  He  says  there  are  not  less  than  10,000  Federals  this 
side  of  Saint  Francis,  and  about  2,000  infantry.  He  counted  250  wagons 
and  eighteen  large  field  pieces.  The  field  pieces  have  8 horses,  and 
not  under  24-pounders.  They  are  preparing  to  take  up  their  iiontoon, 
and  are  ifiaking  a raft  bridge  across  the  Saint  Francis.  This  man  was 
taken  to  Cape  Girardeau  and  then  brought  back  to  Bloomfield,  and  had 
a good  opportunity  to  find  out  their  strength. 

The  enemy  is  in  force  at  Gainesville,  and  are  putting  up  telegraph 
wires  to  Chalk  Bluff.  They  say  they  are  going  to  Jacksonport  and  to 
Little  Bock.  They  think  General  Price’s  division  is  at  Jacksonport. 
I am  satisfied  that  this  is  no  raid  of  the  enemy,  but  that  it  is  their 
intention  to  march  this  time  to  Little  Bock. 

Shall  1 destroy  my  boats,  or  send  them  down  the  river  to  Jackson- 
port  ? One  of  them  is  a large  Federal  flat-boat.  I have  a 2-inch  rope. 
It  is  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  cross  without  my  having  immediate 
information.  I will  encamp  at  cross-roads  and  wait  further  orders. 

I am,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  Q.  BUBBBIDGE, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

No.  — . 1 Camp  at  Searcy.^  Arlc.j  July  24,  1863. 

In  accordance  with  General  Orders,  No.  6,  Headquarters  Price’s  di- 
vision, dated  Des  Arc,  July  23, 1863, 1 hereby  assume  command  of  this 
(Price’s)  division.  All  communications,  &c.,  will  be  addressed  to  the 
proper  staff  officers,  the  staff  officers  of  General  Price  being  still  on 
duty  as  staff  officers  of  the  division. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Fagan : 

L.  A.  MACLEAN, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Little  Eock,  Aek.,  July  25, 1863. 

His  Excellency  H.  Elanagin, 

Governor  of  Arlmnsas : 

Goyernoe  : We  have  read  and  somewhat  considered  the  letter  and 
circular  of  General  Smith,  written  after  the  fall  of  Vicksburg.  As  re- 
quested, we  offer  the  following  suggestions,  and  think  it  well  for  you  to 
communicate  with  General  Smith  on  a subject  of  so  much  importance, 
without  delaying  for  the  proposed  meeting  at  Marshall. 

We  are  opposed  to  any  policy  of  abandoning  Arkansas  to  the  enemy, 
and  remonstrate  against  it  as  ruinous  to  our  people  and  greatly  injurious 
to  the  cause.  It  is  less  difficult  to  hold  the  country  than  it  will  be  to 
regain  it.  If  Arkansas  is  given  up,  we  lose  the  Indian  country,  west, 
which  must  share  the  same  fate. 

IS’egro  slavery  exists  in  the  Indian  Territory,  and  is  profitable  and 
desirable  there,  affording  a practical  issue  of  the  right  of  expansion,  for 
which  the  war  began.  Especially  ought  we  to  try  and  hold  the  capital 
of  the  State,  and  with  it  the  valley  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  As  long  as 
we  can  do  that,  we  may  be  said  to  hold  the  State,  politically  and  geo- 
graphically. We  think  we  have  a force  sufficient,  if  concentrated,  to 
check  and  defeat,  whenever  they  leave  the  river,  an  invading  army  of 
50.000  men,  and  earnestly  desire  the  effort  to  be  made. 

We  call  your  attention  to  some  of  the  disastrous  consequences  of 
Federal  occupation  of  Arkansas : 

1st.  A bogus  government  would  be  inaugurated  at  Little  Eock.  The 
people,  without  arms  or  organization,  would  acquiesce  in  forced  or  sham 
elections,  and  settle  down  in  helpless  submission  to  a de  jure  civil  as 
well  as  military  government. 

2d.  Her  soldiers  must  rapidly  disappear  from  our  ranks,  by  death, 
disability,  and  by  desertion,  to  return  for  the  protection  of  their  suffer- 
ing families. 

3d.  The  Indian  Nations  will  inevitably  follow  the  fate  of  Arkansas,  as 
they  always  have  done. 

4th.  Missouri,  isolated,  would  become  hopeless,  cease  her  struggles, 
and  become  submissive  to  her  fate. 

5th.  The  enemy  at  Little  Eock  would  have  White  Eiver,  with  unfail- 
ing navigation,  for  a base  of  operation  and  supply,  with  the  aid  of  the 
railroad  from  DevalPs  Bluff  to  Little  Eock.  From  this  place,  where  high 
lands  for  the  first  time,  ascending,  come  in  on  both  sides  of  the  river, 
this  State,  as  well  as  the  Indian  country,  and  all  of  Northern  Louisiana, 
are  accessible  over  dry  ridge  roads.  The  Arkansas  Valley  is  teeming 
with  productions.  It  affords  the  only  available  surplus,  south  of  the 
line  of  White  Eiver,  of  provisions  for  the  support  of  an  army.  When 
our  army  retires,  the  armies  of  the  enemy  will  subsist  upon  the  growing 
crops,  and  our  people  will  starve  or  purchase  life  by  submission. 

6th.  If  an  effort  is  not  made  to  defend  and  hold  the  Arkansas  Valley 
and  Little  Eock,  there  is  no  line  off  defense  south  of  it  short  of  Eed 
Eiver.  To  abandon  it  would  be  to  give  up  the  entire  State,  involving 
its  political  organization  and  the  prestige  of  governmental  authority. 
If  Arkansas  is  lost,  all  of  Western  Louisiana  would  be  overrun;  the  In- 
dian country,  as  well  as  Missouri,  would  be  lost  to  us.  We  would  thus 
lose  not  only  a territorial  area  of  conscription  greater  than  all  of  France, 
but  the  enemy  would  be  positively  strengthened  by  additions  to  their 
armies,  in  volunteers  and  forced  levies  of  militia. 

7th.  The  alluvial  lands  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  can  be  made  to 
produce  all  the  cotton  of  commerce,  to  say  nothing  of  sugar.  More  than 
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aught  else  our  enemies  need  cotton,  and  want  to  command  the  source 
of  its  supply.  Their  essential  policy  will  be  to  hold  and  permanently 
occupy  all  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and,  if  they  cannot  con- 
trol the  river,  to  own  one  bank  of  it  and  an  interest  in  it.  In  any  ne- 
gotiations for  peace,  they  will  claim,  on  the  vital  question  of  boundary, 
all  the  foothold  they  have  gained  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

8th.  The  Trans-Mississippi  Department  has  given  uii  vast  numbers  of 
its  soldiers,  and  what  arms  it  could  spare.  They  have  been  sent  to 
fight  the  battles  of  our  country  east  of  the  Mississippi ; they  went  with 
promise  of  return  j they  have  never  been  sent  back ; there  is  now  little 
hope  of  that.  They,  as  a general  rule,  comprised  our  best  men,  spirited 
and  devoted  to  the  cause.  Those  remaining  are  less  reliable.  The  ques- 
tion is,  can  Texas  furnish  men  enough  to  defend  herself  and  maintain 
her  independence,  much  less  reconquer  the  vast  area  that  would  sepa- 
rate her  from  the  Mississippi  and  the  Confederacy.  The  danger  is  that 
Texas  may  seek  to  make  terms  for  her  own  safety,  in  a revival  of  her 
favorite  and  ancient  idea  of  separate  nationality. 

9th.  The  thought  of  our  being  cut  off  from  the  Confederacy,  and  our 
subjugation  to  Northern  domination,  degrading  and  ruinous,  is  insup- 
portable. If  any  such  army  as  the  enemy  can  bring  against  us  shall 
be  permitted,  quietly  and  without  meeting  resolute  resistance,  to  march 
through  and  occupy  so  extensive  a country  as  Arkansas,  in  view  of  the 
resources  of  this  whole  department,  and  of  which  Arkansas  is  now  the 
key,  and  involving  such  mighty  and  disastrous  consequences,  it  must 
become  a sad  reflection  upon  those  in  authority. 

In  the  way  of  advice,  we  offer  the  following  suggestions,  and  hope 
General  Smith  will  find  something  in  them  worthy  of  consideration  : 

1st.  To  make  all  our  people  and  slaves  retire  from  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi.  Let  that  region  become  waste.  To  prevent  all  illicit  traffic 
with  the  enemy  at  the  various  points  on  the  river.  That  has  been 
vastly  injurious  to  us,  and  is  what  we  have  most  to  dread.  To  break  up 
all  planting  operations  attempted  under  Federal  license  or  control.  To 
allow  no  cotton  to  be  raised,  and  destroy  what  is  on  hand. 

2d.  The  enemy  think  they  have  opened  the  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. Many  of  the  Northwestern  soldiers,  especially  in  view  of  the 
sickly  season,  will  be  disposed  to  return.  To  hold  the  Mississippi,  the 
enemy  must  employ  a large  force  to  garrison  various  points.  With 
small  bodies  of  men  we  can  harass  and  keep  their  garrisons  pent  up, 
and  assail  gunboats  and  transports  by  sharpshooters  and  light  artillery 
at  every  available  point.  That  can  be  done  effectually  when  there 
ceases  to  be  dread  of  retaliation  upon  non-combatants.  Our  policy  is, 
in  every  conceivable  way  that  can  suggest  itself  to  military  minds,  to 
render  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  cumbersome  and  expensive, 
dangerous  and  practically  useless  for  gain  or  advantage  to  the  enemy, 
and  thus  increase  the  discontent  and  opposition  to  the  war  among  the 
lieople  of  the  Northwest. 

3d.  Our  opinion  is  against  calling  out  the  State  militia.  General 
Smith  should  rigidly  enforce  the  Confederate  conscription  while  and 
wherever  he  has  an  opportunity  throughout  his  department.  You  may 
aid  him  in  this  or  in  the  purchase  of  local  arms,  by  the  expenditure  of 
any  balance  the  military  board  may  have  on  hand.  We  recommend 
that. 

4th.  It  is  of  the  first  importance  for  General  Smith  to  lose  no  time  in 
I)rocuring  what  arms  he  can  from  the  Eio  Grande  and  by  purchase  from 
private  hands  throughout  his  department.  W e can  furnish  men  enough 
if  the  Government  can  furnish  the  arms  and  ammunition. 
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5tb.  There  ought  to  be  immediate  steps  taken  to  enforce  the  Confed- 
erate conscrii)tion  in  this  department,  between  forty  and  forty- live  years; 
to  gather  up  all  the  paroled  men  from  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  and, 
if  possible,  and  as  a matter  of  simple  justice,  to  have  those  troops  that 
went  from  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  were  captured  over  there, 
returned,  as  organized  regiments,  upon  their  exchange,  to  this  depart- 
ment, where  they  belong. 

6th.  In  our  opinion.  Little  Eock  is  naturally,  centrally,  and,  because 
of  its  telegraphic  communications,  properly,  and,  in  a strategic  point  of 
view,  ought  to  be,  the  headquarters  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment. It  ought  to  be  so  at  least  lor  the  time  being,  and  we  earnestly 
desire  the  presence  of  General  Smith. 

7th.  There  should  be  such  a concentration  of  our  forces  as  would  in- 
sure success.  One  substantial  victory  would  restore  confidence  and 
save  this  whole  country. 

8th.  Our  friends  in  Missouri  ought  to  be  encouraged  to  keep  the  enemy 
occupied  there  by  unceasing  warfare  and  agitation.  The  people  of  Texas 
ought  to  be  persuaded  that  it  is  to  their  advantage  to  have  their  battles 
fought  in  Arkansas,  and  come  to  our  aid. 

This  department  will  have  to  be,  in  a great  degree,  self-sustaining. 
General  Smith  should  bend  all  his  energies  to  the  manufacture  of  salt, 
shoes,  and  clothing ; to  make  his  own  powder  and  dig  his  own  lead  ; to 
establish  shops  for  the  repair,  and,  if  possible,  the  making  of  small- 
arms  and  light  artillery  and  of  wagons  for  transportation.  In  the  ex- 
traordinary circumstances  that  surround  him,  he  must  expect  to  assume 
and  exercise  extraordinary  powers,  and  to  do  and  have  done  what  he 
sees  and  knows  is  for  the  best,  without  waiting  upon  the  uncertainties 
and  chances  of  orders  from  Eichmond,  where,  as  we  apprehend,  the 
wants  and  true  condition  of  this  department,  if  not  overlooked,  have 
never  been  fully  comprehended. 

We  pledge  ourselves  to  General  Smith  that  the  patriotic,  intelligent 
sentiment  of  our  people  shall  sustain  him  in  his  exertions  to  save  our 
country. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  verj^  respectfullv, 

GEO.  G.  WATKIES. 

E.  W.  JOHESOK 
A.  H.  GAELAND. 

0.  C.  DANLET. 


Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke  : 


Camp  on  Cache  Eiver, 

July  25,  1863 — 1 p.  m. 


I have  just  returned,  with  my  scout,  from  Crowley’s  Eidge.  Tne 
enemy  are  advancing  down  the  ridge  on  the  east  and  west  sides.  A 
regiment  camped  at  Dr.  Cross’,  4 miles  above  my  house,  last  night,  on 
the  west  side,  and  a regiment  (800  strong)  reached  Jonesborough,  on 
the  east  side,  after  dark  last  night.  The  main  body  was  to  camp  last 
night  at  Gainesville.  I have  reliable  information  that  nine  regiments 
of  cavalry  and  200  infantry  and  ten  pieces  of  artillery  were  all  that 
came  to  Bloomfield.  I left  Osborne’s,  on  the  Eidge,  after  daylight  this 
morning.  I cannot  yet  ascertain  about  their  artillery.  The  enemy  are 
destroying  all  the  corn  and  wheat,  feeding  it  to  their  horses.  I yet 
have  two  small  scouts  on  the  east  side  of  Cache,  under  Captains  Glenn 
and  Cooper. 
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1 send  yon  this  evening  a Yankee  prisoner  (J.  D.  Lindsey)  captured 
by  iny  men  on  this  scout.  He  was  bearing  a dispatch  from  Davidson 
to  Jonesborough.  You  can  question  him  when  he  arrives. 

• I am,  sir,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  KITCHEN, 
Colonel  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

[P.  S.] — The  enemy  state  their  destination  to  be  Jacksonport.  The 
pass  found  on  the  prisoner  Lindsey  is  sent.  I think  he  probably  was  a 
spy.  Some  of  the  Federal  regiments  mentioned  above  were  very  small. 
I have  men  all  through  the  country,  and  will  endeavor  to  find  out  their 
actual  number.  A garrison  of  150  are  at  Chalk  Bluff,  Ark. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  31.  ) Shreveporty  La.,  July  25,  1863. 

I.  Communication  with  the  seat  of  Government  being  interrupted, 
all  officers  and  agents  connected  with  the  army  on  duty  within  the  De- 
partment of  Trans-Mississippi,  acting  under  orders  from  Eichmond, 
will  in  future  receive  their  instructions  from  the  department  commander; 
all  such  officers  and  agents  will  report  by  letter  to  department  head- 
quarters without  delay,  stating  the  nature  of  the  duty  in  which  they 
are  engaged,  the  authority  under  which  they  are  acting,  and  the  extent 
of  their  operations. 

II.  The  enrollment  of  conscripts  is  solely  under  the  direction  of  the 
conscript  bureau,  the  officers  thereof  acting  under  orders  from  depart- 
ment headquarters  ; all  other  officers  are,  therefore,  forbidden  to  enroll 
conscripts  or  recruit  from  persons  within  conscript  ages,  unless  by 
special  permission  in  writing  from  the  department  commander. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDEESON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Prairie  Springs,  July  26,  1863. 

Maj.  W.  B.  Blair, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  Arkansas,  Little  Boelc : 

Major  : This  place  is  15  miles  from  Fort  Gibson.  I arrived  here  on 
the  24th,  with  Generals  GoopeFs  and  CabelPs  brigades.  The  enemy 
has  returned  to  the  north  side  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  I have  heard 
nothing  from  General  Bankhead,  except  a rumor  that  he  has  crossed 
Eed  Eiver.  When  he  arrives,  my  greatest  deficiency  will  be  in  artillery. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier -General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  Paririe  Sprmgs,  July  27,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Bankhead, 

Commanding  Sub-District  of  Northern  Texas  : 

General  : From  your  letter  to  General  Cooper,  I infer  that  you  have 
not  received  General  MagrudeFs  Orders,  No.  183,  a copy  of  which  I 
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send.  I shall  move  to  the  battle-ground  to-morrow,  and  there  await 
your  arrival,  should  there  be  nothing  different  from  the  present  state  of 
affairs  here.  I am  still  of  the  opinion  that  the  enemy  cannot  be  attacked 
in  his  works  with  our  p>resent  artillery  with  a reasonable  prospect  of 
success.  You  will  make  use  of  the  commissary  stores  on  the  road,  if 
necessary,  though  it  is  desirable  that  you  should  bring  as  much  as  you 
can  with  you.  If  Major  Lee,  commissary  of  my  command,  is  in  your 
vicinity,  please  confer  with  him  as  to  the  state  of  supplies. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Alexandria,  La.,  July  28, 1803. 


General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 


General  : By  the  papers  I perceive  that  the  call  for  conscripts  has 
been  extended  by  the  President  to  embrace  all  within  the  age  of  forty- 
five.  The  interruption  of  communication  prevents  the  receipt  of  official 
information.  The  necessities  of  the  department  and  the  pressure  of  the 
enemy’s  columns  from  every  direction,  demand  the  enrollment  of  the 
men  without  awaiting  that  information.  I have  ordered  the  enrollment 
of  conscripts  within  the  age  of  forty-five.  1 trust,  should  my  informa- 
tion of  the  President’s  action  be  incorrect,  that  he  will  nevertheless 
approve  my  course.  Communication  is  now  extremely  difficult  with 
Eichmond  ; in  a few  days  it  will  entirely  close.  The  department  will  be 
thrown  entirely  upon  its  own  resources.  Without  the  assumption  of 
extraordinary  powers,  my  usefulness  as  department  commander  will  be 
lost.  If  possible,  instructions  and  orders  to  meet  this  emergency  should 
be  sent  by  special  messengers.  1 have  convoked  a meeting  of  the  Gov- 
ernors and  judges  of  the  supreme  court  in  the  several  States  west  of 
the  Mississippi  on  the  15th  of  August  next,  at  Marshall,  Tex.  I hope 
thus  to  obtain  the  support  and  co-operation  of  the  State  governments 
in  such  measures  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  take  in  this  extraordinary 
condition  of  affairs.  Whilst  my  whole  course  as  a military  commander 
has  hitherto  been  to  keep  within  the  limits  of  the  laws,  and  to  refrain 
from  the  exercise  of  powers  not  strictly  granted  me,  I feel  that  I shall 
now  be  compelled  to  assume  great  responsibilities,  and  to  exercise 
powers  with  which  I am  not  legally  invested.  I trust  the  President 
will  support  me  in  any  assumption  of  authority  which  may  be  forced 
uiion  me,  and  which  will  be  used  with  caution  and  forbearance ; and  I 
entreat  him  to  send  the  heads  of  departments  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
with  extraordinary  jiowers  for  the  organization  of  a government,  to 
continue  until  communications  have  been  resumed  with  the  capital. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
-Lieutenant-  General^  Commanding. 


[Iiulorsements.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

August  20,  1863. 

Eespectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

n.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Eespectfully  submitted  to  the  President,  whose  instructions  for  an 
early  answer  to  General  Smith  are  solicited.  A courier  will  leave  on 
Monday  next. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

August  28, 1863. 

Secretary  of  War: 

In  a recent  letter  to  General  Smith,  I anticipated  many  of  the  points 
presented.  My  confidence  in  the  discretion  and  ability  of  General 
Smith  assures  me  that  I shall  have  no  difficulty  in  sustaining  any  as- 
sumption of  authority  which  may  be  necessary.  Able  heads  of  depart- 
ments should  be  selected,  and  large  discretion  allowed.  . 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry, 

Cam^p  Clay^  near  Cache  River ^ July  29,  1863 — 12.30  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke  : 

General  : Colonel  Kitchen  desired  me  to  keep  you  informed  of 
everything  coming  to  my  notice.  A messenger  has  just  arrived  from 
Captain  [J.  E.]  Henson  (who  was  out  scouting),  and  says  he  was  sent 
back  from  Greensborough  before  daylight  this  morning.  He  was  sent 
by  Captain  Henson  to  hurry  Colonel  Kitchen  up  with  the  balance  of 
the  men,  as  he  (Ca^itain  H.)  had  captured  3 wagons,  10  mules,  and  2 
horses.  The  wagons  are  all  loaded  with  boxes  (contents  unknown). 
Colonel  Kitchen  met  the  messenger  5 miles  beyond  Cache  River,  and 
hurried  his  command  forward  to  meet  Captain  H.,  who  by  that  time 
must  have  reached  the  swamp.  Captain  H.  also  captured  3 men  and 
1 woman.  The  prisoners  reported  500  Federals  on  the  Ridge,  5 miles 
above  Greensborough.  Will  dispatch  again  when  the  command  arrives, 
or  should  I hear  from  Colonel  Kitchen. 

I am,  respectfully, 

JAMES  [A.]  WALKER, 

Major.,  Commanding  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry , 
Per  R.  D.  KATHRENS, 

Adjutant. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  at  Honey  Springs.,  July  29, 1863. 

Maj.  W.  B.  Blair, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Gcner al : 

Major  : I moved  my  camp  to  this  place  yesterday  for  convenience 
of  grazing  my  animals.  Should  the  enemy  move  out  in  force,  I shall  fall 
back  to  meet  the  re-enforcements  coming  from  Texas.  General  Blunt 
is  in  command  of  the  forces  at  Fort  Gibson,  or  Fort  Blunt,  as  they  call 
it.  He  brought  with  him  an  accession  of  forces.  He  has  now  sixteen 
pieces  of  artillery,  some  as  large  as  12-pounders.  My  force  here  is 
about  2,500  white  men  and  about  4,000  Indian  troops,  with  four  iron 
6-pounders,  two  mountain  howitzers,  and  one  rifled  prairie  gun  (small). 
General  Blunt  has  at  least  5,000,  of  which  2,000  are  white  troops,  and 
his  Indian  troops  having  had  white  officers  appointed  to  them,  are  bet- 
ter than* ours,  as  well  as  better  armed.  From  his  fortified  position  he 
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can  assail  Fort  Smith  on  a shorter  line  than  I can  travel.  If  I leave 
this  vicinity,  my  depots  in  the  direction  of  Texas  will  be  exposed,  and 
the  Creek  Indians,  who  are  not  looked  upon  as  being  much  interested 
in  our  cause,  wdll  go  over  to  the  enemy.  Such  is  briefly  the  position  of 
our  affairs  in  the  Indian  Territory,  and  it  is  not  likely  to  be  much  bet- 
ter, unless  a force  can  be  sent  from  the  vicinity  of  Little  Lock  to  sud- 
denly overwhelm  their  forces.  Such  a course  will,  I think,  effectually 
remove  the  danger  from  Western  Arkansas  and  Northern  Texas,  and 
enable  the  troops  now  here  to  be  used  in  other  places.  If  a movement 
of  this  kind  should  be  made,  it  must  be  prompt.  The  infantry  should 
be  sent  by  steamboat,  or  as  near  as  possible  by  boats,  and  a force  should 
be  sent  large  enough  to  move  on  the  north  side  of  the  river. 

Yery  respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-General, 


Abstract  from  morning  report  of  Marmadulce’s  division,  Missouri  Cavalry,  commanded  by 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmadulce,  July  31, 1863. 


[Headquarters  fTRANS-MississipPi  Department,] 

Shreveport^  La..,  August  I,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Tappan, 

Care  of  Brigadier- General  Rehert,  Monroe,  La, : 

Sir  : General  Smith  directs  you  to  proceed  without  delay  with  your 
brigade  to  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  On  your  arrival  at  that  point,  you  will 
report  by  letter  to  the  commander  of  the  District  of  Arkansas. 

S.  S.  ANDEESON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Roney  Springs,  [August  — , 1863.] 

Col.  A.  S.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Post,  Fort  Smith  : 

Colonel  : Everything  indicates  that  our  hold  of  Fort  Smith  is  a frail 
one.  I desire,  therefore,  that  you  keep  no  large  amount  of  supplies  on 
hand.  Have  provisions  iilaced  at  Eiddle’s,  so  that  in  case  you  are  com- 
pelled to  leave  hurriedly,  you  will  have  something  to  fall  back  upon. 
There  is  a defensible  position  called  the  Narrows,”  near  Kiddie’s,  I am 
told.  Fall  back  to  that  place,  if  you  have  to  fall  back.  Should  the 
river  be  crossed  above  you,  you  can  stOl  retreat  to  that  point  by  going 
south  to  the  road  runnii>g  from  Waldron  to  Kiddie’s.  Captain  [A.  H.] 
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Cline  can  give  you  information  in  reference  to  these  routes.  Order  a 
board  of  survey  to  assess  the  damages  by  troops  at  the  house  adjoining 
headquarters  and  owned  by  Mr.  Carhall. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Richmond.)  Fa.,  August  3,  1863. 

General  E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Commanding,  Ac. : 

General  : I wrote  you,  unofficially,  immediately  after  the  fall  of 
Vicksburg,  expressing  fully  my  convictions  of  the  necessities  and  re- 
sponsibilities cast  upon  you  by  our  late  reverses  in  the  Mississippi 
Department.  Since,  I have  had  no  opportunity  of  writing,  but  hope 
now  to  enjoy  the  privilege,  as  an  officer  proposes  to  endeavor  to  pass 
the  river  to  your  headquarters. 

The  great  duty  of  defending  the  Trans-Mississippi  States  and  of  hold- 
ing them  firm  to  the  Confederacy  must  now  devolve  mainly  upon  you, 
and  full  confidence  is  felt  that  the  charge  could  not  be  more  worthily 
bestowed. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  you  from  here  special  instructions  as  to  the 
measures  to  be  adopted.  They  must  be  left,  in  large  measure,  to  your 
superior  knowledge  of  the- circumstances  of  your  command  and  to  a 
wise  discretion.  It  is  suggested  that  you  should  put  yourself  in  com- 
munication with  the  Governors  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  States,  and  main- 
tain, if  possible,  with  them  a cordial  understanding  and  secure  their 
efficient  co-operation  to  your  plans.  It  will  likewise  be  well  for  you  to 
confer  with  and  invite  the  counsel  and  influence  of  leading  citizens 
throughout  your  department.  One  great  difficulty,  I fear  you  will  have 
to  encounter,  will  be  the  want  of  funds,  which  it  will  be  difficult  regu- 
larly to  supply  from  here.  I had  hoped  tl!e  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
would  have  arranged  to  have  an  office  of  issue  for  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department ; but  he  represents  that  he  finds  it  impracticable  to  send  over 
the  requisite  machinery  and  the  proiier  corps  of  officers.  He  will  in 
time  endeavor  to  send  funds  via  Havana  and  Matamoras.  An  escort, 
of  course,  will  have  to  be  provided,  and  General  Magruder  should  be 
instructed  to  give  the  requisite  instructions  to  the  officer  commanding 
on  the  Eio  Grande.  In  addition,  I shall  lose  no  opportunity  that  may 
offer  to  transmit  funds  to  the  quartermasters  in  your  department. 

Since  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  the  enemy  have  commenced  using  the  river 
for  trade,  and  do  this  with  the  greatest  possible  ostentation,  to  produce 
effect  both  abroad  and  with  their  own  people.  It  becomes  of  great 
importance  that  the  river  should  be  effectually  closed,  at  least  for  trade, 
and  surely  this  can  be  done  by  the  use  of  field  artillery  along  the  banks, 
which  must  be  accessible  for  hundreds  of  miles.  You  could  not  direct 
your  efforts  to  a more  important  service,  and  I urge  earnestly  that  ade- 
quate corjis  be  o’  ganized  and  means  and  resources,  as  far  as  iiracticable, 
be  prepared  fur  the  prevention  of  all  trade  on  the  river. 

It  is  likewise  very  desirable  the  enemy  should  not  be  able  to  appro- 
priate or  raise  cotton  on  the  districts  overrun  by  them.  The  cotton 
already  raised,  whenever  it  cannot  be  moved  back  to  districts  of  safety 
(which  should  be  urged  and  encouraged  by  the  Government),  should  be 
unhesitatingly  destroyed,  rather  than  be  allowed  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  It  will  not  do  to  rely  for  this  on  the  voluntary  action  of 
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the  owners,  who  will  naturally  delay  often  until  too  latej  but  instruc- 
tions should  be  given  and  responsibility  in  the  matter  cast  on  all  the 
local  commanders. 

It  should  be  a special  aim,  likewise,  to  break  up  all  the  plantations 
being  worked  by  the  disaffected  or  mercenary  under  the  auspices  of  the 
enemy  5 to  capture  and  remove  the  negroes  back,  and  to  punish  the 
disloyal  holders  of  such  plantations.  Indeed,  considering  the  liability 
of  the  banks  to  be  visited  and  robbed  by  the  enemy,  I think  policy  re- 
quires, as  far  as  may  be,  the  removal  of  the  planters  with  their  slaves 
back  from  the  river  at  least  8 or  10  miles,  so  as  to  make  the  whole  length 
of  the  river  useless  to  them  and  accessible  to  our  flying  artillery,  with- 
out danger  of  information  to  the  enemy.  The  country  back  from  the 
river,  on  the  west  side,  is  peculiarly  favorable  for  such  operations  as 
are  recommended,  and  I feel  assured,  under  your  official  supervision, 
the  river  may  be  as  effectually  closed  to  the  enemy^s  trade,  and  they  as 
much  prevented  from  obtaining  supplies  of  cotton,  as  if  we  had  con- 
tinued to  hold  Vicksburg. 

Great  moral  and  political  results  must  follow  from  thus  practically 
exhibiting  the  impossibility  of  commanding  the  Mississippi  while  held 
by  the  gallant  people  of  the  South,  unless  on  the  condition  of  their 
independence  and  amity. 

With  high  esteem,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDO^f, 

Secretary  of  War, 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Honey  Springs^  August  3,  1863. 

Maj.  W.  B.  Blair, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  Arl^ansas : 

Major:  I am  in  receipt  of  information,  which  I consider  reliable, 
that  a force  is  being  collected  at  Fort  Scott,*  Kans.,  for  the  purpose  of 
aggressive  movements  in  this  direction.  Am  not  in  a condition  now  to 
attack  Fort  Gibson.  I have  not  sufficient  artillery,  nor  men  enough  to 
take  it  without.  I have  not  yet  heard  from  General  Bankhead.  The 
ammunition  which  I received  from  San  Antonio  turns  out  to  be  very 
bad.  The  powder  looks  well  when  first  opened,  but  attracts  moisture  to 
such  an  extent  that  exposure  to  damp  weather  converts  it  into  a paste. 
The  troops  have  no  confidence  in  it.  The  small  portion  of  a better 
quality  is  exhausted.  The  enemy  is  apprehensive  of  an  attack,  and 
keeps  about  30  miles  of  the  river  picketed  and  patrolled.  I think  he 
will  not  make  a move  until  he  receives  re-enforcements. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  35.  1 Shreveport,  La.,  August  3,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  A.  Broad  well  is  announced  as  chief  of  the  Cotton  Bureau 
for  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department.  All  Government  agents  for 
the  purchase,  collection,  or  other  disposition  of  Government  cotton  are 
directed  to  report  to  and  receive  their  instructions  from  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Broadwell. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant' General. 
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IIdqrs.  Kitchen’s  Eegt.,  Missouri  Yols.,  P.  A.  C.  S., 

August  5,  1863. 


General  Marmaduke  : 


Dear  Sir  : A dispatch  is  due  to  you  from  this  regiment,  and,  in  the 
absence  of  Colonel  Kitchen,  I undertake  to  comply  with  the  usage.  I 
cannot,  however,  transcribe  anything  that  will  be  of  use  to  you,  as  you 
are  now  as  well  posted  in  regard  to  the  enemy  as  we  are  at  this  time. 
We  still  get  confirmation  that  6,000  Federals  are  the  number  that  went 
down  the  Eidge.  TlKs  information  certainly  is  correct.  There  came  a 
rumor  into  this  neighborhood  yesterday  evening  that  the  Federals  were 
at  Chalk  Bluff.  Colonel  Kitchen  has  gone  in  person  in  command  of  a 
scout  in  that  direction.  I think  that  in  four  or  five  days  he  will  have 
some  important  information  from  that  direction.  When  he  returns  he 
will  advise  you  of  whatever  he  may  discover.  As  I cannot  inform  you  on 
any  other  subject  of  interest,  I may  speak  of  some  deserters  from  this 
and  other  commands.  They  are  very  numerous,  hiding  about  in  the  hills 
and  swamps  like  the  wild  beasts  of  the  forest.  We  have  chased  them 
rapidly  for  some  time,  with  but  little  success  ; in  consequence  of  which 
our  horses  are  jaded;  though  we  are  now  improving  our  horses,  as  we 
can  obtain  plenty  of  forage  in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  people 
seem  to  be  more  willing  to  sell  to  us  since  we  are  paying  our  way.  Smug- 
gling cotton  to  the  Federals  seems  to  be  a popular  business  on  the  west 
side  of  the  swamp.  It  is  impossible  to  stop  it  now.  I was  credibly  in- 
formed that  102  men,  who  have  deserted  this  command  within  the  last 
three  months,  are  now  on  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  chopping  wood  for  the 
Federal  boats  which  run  down  that  stream.  We  do  not  know  who  our 
friends  are  on  the  Eidge,  as  many  prominent  citizens  whom  we  looked 
upon  as  our  friends  are  now  engaged  in  tbe  smuggling  business.  Cap- 
tain Glenn  reports  that  while  he  was  near  Jonesborough,  on  a scout,  the 
citizens  were  reported  to  have  visited  a vacated  camp  of  his  for  the  pur- 
pose of  surprising,  and  firing  on  his  troops.  We  have  concluded  that 
severe  punishment  will  be  the  best  reuiedy  for  such  tories.  Our  troops 
are  very  much  vexed  because  they'  have  not  been  paid  for  any  part  of 
their  services,  as  many  of  them  have  been  in  the  Confederate  States 
service  for  ten  months. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ELLISOK, 

Lieut.  Co.L,  Comdg.  Tenth  Regiment  Missouri  Cav.,  P.  A.  G.  8. 


P.  S. — Since  writing  the  foregoing.  Captain  Cooper  has  arrived  from 
the  neighborhood  of  Chalk  Bluff  with  three  prisoners,  two  of  whom 
belong  to  the  Second  Missouri,  U.  S.  Cavalry ; the  other  to  the  Sixth 
Missouri.  There  are  400  cavalry,  McKeil  commanding  battalion.  They 
are  fortifying  at  Chalk  Bluff.  There  are  only  300  troops  at  Bloomfield. 
Ko  artillery  at  Chalk  Bluff.  I send  you  the  prisoners. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport.,  La..,  August  6^  1863. 


Major-General  Taylor, 

Comdg.  District  of  Western  Louisiana,,  Alexandria,  La.  : 

General  : Lieutenant-General  Smith  directs,  by  telegraph,  that  you 
send  at  once  to  Little  Eock  all  spare  arms  and  accouterments.  He 
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states  that  there  are  about  3,000  unarmed  men  iu  the  army,  and  it  is 
important  that  they  should  be  armed  at  once. 

I remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  BOGGS, 

Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.,  August  6,  1863. 

' Major-General  Magruder, 

Commanding  District  of  Texas,  &c.,  Houston,  Tex.  : 

General  : Lieutenant-General  Sinith  directs  that  the  brigade  at 
Bonham  be  ordered  to  report  at  once  to  Brigadier-General  Steele  at 
Fort  Smith. 

I remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  BOGGS, 

Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff . 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  Soda  Springs,  C.  N.,  August  6,  1863. 

Colonel  [John]  Scott, 

Commanding  Northwestern  Arkansas,  Fayetteville : 

Colonel  : I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  say  that 
he  wishes  you  to  keep  Colonel  Morgan,  commanding  at  Fort  Smith, 
fully  advised  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Northwestern  Arkansas.  It  is 
all-important  that  you  should  act  in  concert  in  the  event  of  a move- 
ment upon  Fort  Smith  from  that  direction.  In  that  case  you  will  re- 
port to  him. 

Very  resiiectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


' Headquarters  KitcAn’s  Eegiment, 

Outpost,  August  7,  1863. 

Colonel  Burbridge, 

Near  Pocahontas,  Ark. : 

Colonel  : I take  the  liberty  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of 
matters  as  they  now  stand  in  regard  to  the  enemy  at  Bloomfield  and 
this  side  of  that  place : 

I obtain  information  from  different  reliable  sources  that  there  are  500 
troops  at  that  place,  300  of  which  are  ineffective,  as  they  are  sick,  mak- 
ing all  of  them  ineffective.  If  there  are  300  of  500  sick,  it  will  take  the 
remainder  to  provide  for  the  sick.  There  are  now  between  200  and  400 
troops  at  Chalk  Bluff.  It  is  believed  that  they  will  move  down  the 
Eidge.  It  is  reported  that  they  have  immense  supplies  at  Bloomfield, 
many  guns  being  left  at  that  place,  and  many  other  articles  of  value, 
besides  two  stores  kept  by  individuals.  We  have  moved  to  this  place 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  ourselves  in  a position  to  do  some  injury  to 
the  enemy  in  rear  of  the  command  now  at  Wittsburg.  Colonel,  if 
it  would  not  interfere  with  your  present  base  of  operations,  and 
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you  would  move  a part  of  the  most  effective  of  your  troops  this  way, 
so  that  we  could  fall  in  together  here  or  somewhere  this  side  of  the 
Saint  Francis  Eiver,  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  move  our  forces 
jointly  on,  in  the  direction  of  Bloomfield,  and,  crossing  the  Saint  Francis 
Kiver  at  the  shoals,  proceed  in  perfect  secrecy  to  make  an  attack  on 
Bloomfield.  If  we  could  make  a successful  attack  on  Bloomfield,  it 
would  certainly  not  set  us  back  any  at  present.  In  my  opinion,  if  a 
project  of  this  kind  were  judiciously  managed,  it  would  result  in  the 
capture  of  Bloomfield.  There  can  be  found  in  this  neighborhood  500 
bushels  of  corn,  and  at  Custer’s,  9 miles  farther  on  the  Gainesville  road, 
there  are  300  bushels  more.  All  of  our  men  are  very  anxious  to  make 
this  raid,  and  would  evidently  fight  in  desperation.  Colonel  Kitchen 
is  on  the  Eidge,  and  will  be  in  this  evening  or  in  the  morning. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ELLISON, 

Lieut.  Col.j  Comdg.  Tenth  Regiment  Missouri  Cav.,  P.  A.  G.  8. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Soda  Springs,  August  7,  1863. 

Maj.  W.  B.  Blair, 

Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- Q ener al : 

Major  : There  has  been  no  change  in  the  posture  of  affairs  here,  ex- 
cept that  produced  by  the  desertion  of  the  Arkansas  troops,  who  are 
leaving  nightly  by  tens  and  fifties.  I have  moved  my  camp,  for  con- 
venience of  water  and  grass.  The  enemy  has  the  river  closely  picketed 
for  a distance  of  about  30  miles.  He  is,  I believe,  preparing  to  with- 
draw from  Gibson  to  a point  back  from  the  river,  probably  Tahlequah. 
His  troops  have  suffered  much  from  sickness  at  Gibson. 

I have  heard  nothing  from  General  Bankhead,  except  a rumor  that 
he  has  been  ordered  in  another  direction.  If  such  is  the  case,  I shall 
not  be  able  to  make  an  offensive  movement,  as  I had  hoped  to  do. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  Soda  Springs,  August  7,  1863. 


Maj.  W.  B.  Blair, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Arkansas : 


Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  state  of  affairs  in  this  region 
as  being  very  unsatisfactory.  The  desertions  in  Cabell’s  brigade  have 
increased  to  an  alarming  extent.  A company  sent  last  night  after  a 
small  party,  said  to  have  deserted,  overtook  a party  of  over  200,  com- 
manded by  an  officer.  These  men  were  en  route  for  Arkansas.  Many 
have  gone  to  the  enemy.  These  desertions  are  mostly  from  companies 
raised  north  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  Two  Choctaws,  who  were  cap- 
tured some  time  since,  escaped  and  reached  our  camp  this  morning. 
They  report  the  enemy’s  forces  to  have  been  lately  augmented  hy  two 
regiments,  and  that  they  have  eighteen  pieces  of  cannon,  the  additional 
pieces  being  black  ones  and  mounted  in  the  fort.  My  force  now  is 
scarcely  more  effective  than  was  General  Cooper’s  in  the  late  engage- 
ment at  Honey  Springs.  I shall  move  Cabell’s  brigade  back  on  the 
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Canadian,  to  avoid  the  bad  effect  which  the  numerous  desertions  will 
have  on  the  other  troops. 

General  Bankhead’s  orders  have  been  changed.  I have  now  no  op- 
tion but  to  maintain  a defensive  position  as  long  as  possible,  falling 
back  when  the  enemy  advances.  It  is  time  some  defenses  were  com- 
menced near  where  the  roads  to  Texas  via  Forts  Smith  and  Gibson  join, 
but  it  is  some  distance  in  my  rear  at  present.  I have  no  engineer  to 
intrust  with  the  work,  nor  have  I many  intrenching  tools.  I suppose 
some  negroes  could  be  had  near  Bed  Kiver. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  Indian  Territory  and  Superintendency, 

Camp  Soda  Springs^  August  7,  1863. 

' Hon.  S.  S.  Scott, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  : 

Dear  Sir  : Affairs  have  not  been  and  are  not  progressing  favorably 
here.*  The  desertions  from  the  Arkansas  troops  have  increased  to  an 
alarming  extent,  many  of  them  going  to  the  enemy.  More  than  300  left 
last  night,  with  several  officers.  I have  ordered  that  brigade  back  over 
the  Canadian,  to  avoid  the  example  to  the  Texas  and  Indian  troops, 
under  the  plea  of  being  in  a position  to  re-enforce  Fort  Smith. 

The  enemy’s  forces  at  Fort  Gibson  have  been  increased,  and  mine  are 
scarcely  greater  than  those  with  which  General  Cooper  was  driven  oft* 
the  — , scarcely  being  able  to  check  his  antagonist. 

I have  been  awaiting  very  impatiently  the  arrival  of  General  Bank- 
head’s command  to  day.  I learn  that  his  orders  have  been  counter- 
manded. 

General  Price  says  he  can  give  me  no  re-enforcements.  I see  noth- 
ing ahead  but  being  driven  back  to  Bed  Biver,  unless  defenses  can  be 
made  which  will  enable  us  to  hold  the  foe  in  check  until  assistance  can 
be  sent  from  Texas.  I have  no  intrenching  tools,  and' if  1 had,  but 
little  work  can  be  gotten  out  of  such  troops  as  I have  under  my  com- 
mand. The  prospects  are  very  gloomy. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.. 


WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Soda  Springs,  August  8,  1863. 

Col.  A.  S.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Fort  Smith,  Arh. : 

Colonel:  I wish  you  to  communicate  direct  to  Major  Blair, at  Little 
Bock,  any  intelligence  you  may  receive  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy. 

I can  give  you  no  specific  instructions,  except  that  you  must  make 
your  preparations  to  evacuate  Fort  Smith,  as  the  indications  are  that 
you  will  not  be  able  to  hold  it.  General  Blunt’s  troops  are  camped 
near  the  works  at  Gibson.  Two  regiments  are,  however,  at  Tahlequah, 
18  miles  distant.  These  two  regiments  can  move  without  observation, 
and  may  be  intended  to  cross  the  river  at  Fort  Coffee,  near  Scully ville. 


Some  matters  of  detail  omitted. 
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when  Cloud  advances  in  front.  I wish  to  have  everything  of  value, 
not  needed  for  immediate  use,  removed  to  Boggy  Depot,  if  trains  are 
going  that  way,  or  to  some  point  on  that  road. 

General  Cabell  moves  easterly  this  morning,  and  I shall  soon  move 
all  this  command  as  far  as  I can  in  that  direction  without  increasing 
my  depots.  I think  this  move  of  the  Federals  a general  one,  to  occupy 
the  Arkansas  Elver  along  its  whole  extent.  It  may  be  that  Cloud  will 
go  to  Clarksville,  leaving  Fort  Smith  to  Blunt. 

Very  respectfullv, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


Executive  Office, 

Little  Roclc,  ArJc.,  August  8,  1863. 

Hon.  E.  W.  Johnson: 

Dear  Sir  : For  reasons  not  necessar^^  to  state,  it  is  inexpedient  for 
me  to  leave  Little  Eock  at  this  time,  and  I therefore  ask  you  in  my 
behalf  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  military  and  civil  authorities  at 
Marshall  on  the  15th  instant.  I assume,  as  facts  which  bear  upon  the 
subjects  for  the  consideration  of  that  meeting : 

1st.  That  the  loss  of  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  country  involves  the 
loss  permanently  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  or  one-hal*"  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

2d.  That  if  the  army  should  be  removed  to  Eed  Eiver,  it  would  be 
more  easy  to  take  Arkansas  than  it  has  been  to  take  any  other  State, 
not  even  excepting  Missouri  or  Kentucky. 

3d.  Were  there  ever  so  large  an  army  at  Shreveport,  the  Arkansas 

Valley  could  be  taken  by  troops  brought  from before  relief  could 

arrive  from  our  own  army. 

4th.  That  we  should  act  upon  it  as  a certainty  that  the  Federal  forces 
would  avail  themselves  of  so  favorable  an  opportunity  to  reduce  the 
State  as  they  would  have  should  the  infantry  be  removed. 

5th.  That  the  army  in  Arkansas,  except  as  to  arms,  is  and  has  been 
supplied  by  the  State,  and,  should  the  army  fall  back,  it  can  neither  be 
clothed  nor  fed,  unless  supplies  can  be  had  from  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  Confederacy. 

Gth.  That  all  such  parts  of  Louisiana  as  lie  on  or  adjacent  to  navi- 
gable waters  would  be  indefensible  as  soon  as  the  water  rises,  for  the 
reason  that  the  Federal  Government  has  a large  number  of  gunboats 
which  will  aid  in  occupying  the  country. 

7th.  That  Texas,  lying  on  the  Eed  Eiver,  will  certainly  be  invaded 
whenever  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Nations  fall. 

Believing  these  positions  to  be  true,  Arkansas  must  be  understood, 
for  her  own  interests  and  the  interests  of  the  Confederacy,  as  protesting 
against  all  measures  which  involve  the  removal  of  the  army,  or  the 
infantry  of  the  army,  from  the  State  of  Arkansas,  or  to  a point  south  of 
the  Arkansas  Eiver. 

I now  propose  to  enroll  the  men  between  sixteen  and  sixty  not  subject 
to  the  conscript  law ; but,  while  this  is  done,  it  is  as  well  to  state  that 
the  history  of  the  world  does  not  present  an  instance  where  such  a force 
has  made  a camj^aign,  and  in  the  present  war,  although  they  have  been 
used  for  guards,  and  possibly  in  some  instances  as  garrisons,  and  in  a 
few  instances  men  of  extraordinary  vigor  have  done  service  in  the  line, 
yet  to  rely  upon  such  a force,  except  strictly' for  home  defense  against 
raids,  would  exhibit  willful  blindness  as  to  facts  and  experience.  When- 
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ever  this  State  is  yielded,  it  is  my  settled  conviction  that  the  Confederate 
Army  will  be  reduced  on  this  and  the  other  side  of  the  Mississippi 
30,000  men  j a third  greater  disaster  than  has  ever  befallen  the  Confed- 
erate cause. 

In  regard  to  the  currency,  in  my  opinion  the  best  remedy  is  to  get  an 
engraver,  with  an  assistant  treasurer  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  to 
make  and  sign  mbney  of  the  Confederate  States.  The  proposal  to  collect 
cotton  and  bank  upon  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  impracticable,  and,  if  practi- 
cable, the  money  would  be  no  better  than  the  money  now  in  circulation. 
We  are  compelled  to  accept  the  depreciation  of  our  currency,  and  the 
only  remedy  is  to  reduce  the  amount,  or  to  increase  the  security,  or  both. 
The  history  of  the  world  shows  that  the  legislative  intermeddling  with 
the  currency  without  increasing  its  value  is  fatal  to  confidence. 

Of  course,  if  cotton  can  be  obtained  in  a place  which  shall  render  it  a 
fair  security,  it  may  be  used  as  a pledge,  or  in  a sale  in  individual  trans- 
actions, but  not  as  a basis  for  a currency. 

In  conclusion,  I feel  that  the  State  is  well  represented  in  yourself,  and 
your  own  opinion  and  judgment  will  have  great  weight  in  making  the 
results  of  that  meeting  acceptable  to  the  public  and  myself. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


H.  FLANAGIN. 


[August  8, 1863. — For  General  Smith’s  requisition  on  Governor  Key- 
nolds  for  a brigade  of  Missouri  cavalry,  see  Series  IV.] 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Eichmond,  Va.,  August  9,  1863. 

General  E.  Kirby  Smith,  Commanding^  &c. : 

General:  This  will  be  handed  you  by  Col.  T.  P.  Dockery,  of  the 
Nineteenth  Arkansas  Kegiment,  who,  with  the  brigade  at  the  time  com- 
manded by  him,  were  among  the  prisoners  surrendered  at  Vicksburg. 
He  has  been  ordered  to  pass  to  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and 
proceed  to  reassemble  the  men  of  his  brigade  at  Camden,  Ark.,  or  such 
other  place  as  you  may  in  preference  designate,  and  to  arm  and  recruit 
them,  as  far  as  possible,  for  active  service  as  soon  as  exchanged  or  dis- 
charged of  their  parole,  which,  in  reference  to  such  portions  of  them  as 
this  department  considers  bound  by  such  obligation,  will,  under  the 
cartel,  be  done  as  soon  as  the  lists  of  the'men  and  ofQcers  in  companies 
and  regiments,  ordered  to  be  forwarded  by  General  Pemberton,  are 
received. 

The  circumstances  in  relation  to  a portion  of  the  men  are  peculiar. 
The  terms  of  the  capitulation  required  that  they  should  be  returned  and 
allowed  to  march  within  our  lines.  Before,  however,  this  had  been 
done,  and  before  the  men  had  been  listed  and  acknowledged  by  certifi- 
cate of  officers  as  prisoners,  many  of  them  from  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department,  eager  and  impatient  to  return  to  their  homes,  manifested 
a disregard  to  their  duty  as  soldiers  and  their  desire  at  once  to  cross 
the  river.  This  feeling  and  dissatisfaction  were  to  the  utmost  encour- 
aged by  the  enemy,  and  facilities  of  every  kind  were  given  the  men  to 
leave  their  commands  and  pass  the  river.  Very  many  men,  and  some 
officers,  thus,  before  the  prisoners  left  Vicksburg,  and  before  listed  for 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  officers,  were  separated  from  and  lost  to 
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their  commands,  not  only  with  the  connivance,  but  at  the  instigation 
of  the  enemy.  These  our  officers  very  i)roperly  afterward  refused  to 
recognize  as  prisoners,  whose  parole  has  to  be  recognized  and  who  were 
to  be  exchanged.  No  other  view,  in  the  judgment  of  this  department, 
can  be  justly  taken,  and  all  such  men  are,  it  is  insisted,  free  at  once  to 
re-enter  service.  Such  portion  of  the  men,  when  reassembled,  should  be 
discriminated,  and,  if  occasion  arises  and  the  exchange  of  the  others  is 
delayed,  might  at  once  be  thrown  into  the  field ; besides,  as  the  enemy 
might  persist,  however  unreasonably,  in  claiming  these  men  to  be  stiil 
liable  to  their  parole,  it  may  be  questionable  whether  it  would  not  be 
advisable,  instead  of  retaining  them  altogether  in  one  and  the  same 
brigade,  to  distribute  them  in  other  commands,  and  take  from  them,  in 
exchange,  a similar  number,  so  as,  in  case  of  capture,  to  lessen  the 
chance  of  their  recognition  and  a question  about  them.  This  is  a matter 
commended  to  your  consideration  and  discretion. 

You  will  receive,  with  this,  the  commission  of  Colonel  Dockery  as 
brigadier,  which,  on  the  reassembling  of  the  brigade,  you  will  deliver, 
and  assign  him  to  command.  I am  unwilling  to  doubt  his  success  in 
reassembling  the  brigade,  and,  therefore,  issue  the  commission  ; but 
as,  properly,  the  department  should  only  commission  for  an  existing 
brigade,  and,  by  i^ossibility,  it  may  not  be  assembled,  I have  intrusted 
the  commission  to  you,  and  leave  its  delivery  to  the  contingency  occur- 
ring of  a proper  brigade  to  be  commanded.  There  are  a good  many 
other  Arkansas  troops  made  prisoners  at  Vicksburg  who,  under  like  cir- 
cumstances with  Colonel  Dockery^s  command,  have  passed  the  river, 
some  before  and  some  after  furlough.  You  will  exercise  your  discre- 
tion as  to  when  and  how  they  should  be  reassembled ; but  it  may  be  that 
you  will  find  it  judicious  to  have  one  rendezvous,  and  use  Colonel  Dock- 
ery^s  agency  and  general  influence  with  the  Arkansas  troops  to  promote 
their  return  to  their  standards.  These  troops  are  very  much  needed  on 
this  side  of  the  river,  and  it  is  hoped  that  they,  or  their  equivalents, 
may  have  some  opportunity  afforded  of  return.  Should  the  chance  be 
presented,  it  would  be  a matter  of  grave  consideration  whether  it  would 
not  be  more  advisable  to  send  other  equivalent  commands  in  their  places 
to  this  side.  * The  spirit  and  tried  character  of  these  troops  would  prob- 
ably improve  the  general  morale  of  the  comparatively  new  troops  with 
you,  while,  in  a political  point  of  view,  they  would  probably,  from  past 
associations,  keep  up  a braver  and  more  general  i^atriotism  among  the 
people  and  in  the  army,  and  repress  any  tendency  supposed  to  exist 
among  your  people  to  isolation  and  separate  action  from  the  Confed- 
eracy. You  can  judge  of  all  this  more  fully  and  justly  than,  at  this  dis- 
tance and  with  my  limited  knowledge  of  the  opinion  entertained  west 
of  the  river,  I can  pretend  to  do.  1 only  present  the  subject  for  your 
consideration.  I would  recommend  also  that,  as  far  as  practicable, 
from  conscripts  under  the  late  call  of  the  President,  this  brigade  of  Colo- 
nel Dockery  should  be  recruited  and  strengthened.  The  new  material 
would  thus  soon  be  assembled,  and  the  spirit  as  well  as  strength  of  the 
whole  would  be  in  all  probability  greatly  improved. 

Colonel  Dockery  will  give  you,  more  fully  than  I can  in  a letter,  some 
general  views  I have  expressed  to  him  of  the  present  condition  of  our 
affairs  and  of  the  measures  they  seem  to  require.  They  are  in  the  same 
line  with  some  in  a letter  recently  written,  which,  I hope,  has  been 
received  by  you. 

With  high  esteem,  most  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  Imochia,  August  9,  1863. 

Maj.  W.  B.  Blair, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  Arkansas  : 

Major  : The  Arkansas  troops  have  been  deserting?  in  great  numbers, 
hundreds  in  a single  night,  and  I fear  will  continue  to  do  so.  The 
example  is  very  pernicious,  and,  if  I am  not  able  to  control  it,  may 
infect  the  other  troops.  I have  captured  some  of  these  deserters,  and, 
if  a court  can  be  had  that  will  do  its  duty,  will  have  them  shot. 

The  Creek  Indians  are  unwilling  to  pass  the  line  of  their  own  country. 
Thus,  between  the  Creeks  on  one  side  and  the  Arkansas  cavalry  on 
the  other,  I can  make  no  move  without  losing  part  of  my  forces.  The 
men  who  compose  CabelFs  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  Morgan’s 
infantry  regiment,  now  at  Fort  Smith,  and  Monroe’s  cavalry  regiment, 
belong  to  a class  who  have  very  little  at  stake,  and  take  but  little  inter- 
est in  our  cause.  The  officers  are  of  the  same  class ; several  have  de- 
serted with  their  men ; others  encourage  them  in  their  ideas  and  excuse 
their  desertion.  With  such  material  and  such  ammunition  I shall  think 
I am  doing  well  if  I avoid  a disaster.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Exe(]utive  Office, 
Choctaw  Nation^  August  9,  1863. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chichasaw  Nations  : 

Sir  : I wish,  through  you,  to  present  to  the  people  of  the  Choctaw 
and  Chickasaw  l^ations  a few  thoughts,  which  the  present  condition  and 
lirospects  of  the  Indian  Nations  have  brought  to  my  mind.  I have  lived 
in  confident  hope  for  the  past  year  that  energy  and  activity  would 
take  the  place  of  sluggishness  and  delay  in  the  military  movements  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  and  that  a proper  use  of  the  means  in  our 
power  would  enable  us  to  regain  that  portion  of  our  country  which  has 
been  laid  waste  by  our  enemies.  Belief  and  protection,  so  often  cheer- 
ingly  promised,  have  never  been  afforded  us,  and,  from  present  indica- 
tions, I see  no  prospects  of  efficient  aid  outside  of  the  Indian  country. 
Every  day  seems  to  drive  conviction  to  my  heart  that  we,  the  Indians 
still  true  to  the  South,  must  place  small  reliance  on  assistance  from 
abroad,  but  must  test  our  whole  power  to  defend  our  homes  and  firesides. 
A force  of  the  enemy  has  been  allowed  to  hold  the  Cherokee  Nation  for 
five  months,  and  the  chances  and  opportunities  for  its  expulsion  are  less 
now  than  three  months  ago.  I am  loth  to  believe  that  the  Confederate 
authorities  have  entirely  abandoned  the  Cherokee  country,  but  I see  in 
the  future  scarcely  a ray  of  hope  from  them.  I do  not  think  all  is  lost 
because  officers  in  control  here  will  make  no  effort  to  regain  the  coun- 
try, for  I believe  that,  by  a united  and  unyielding  opposition  of  all  our 
Indian  forces,  we  can  make  the  country  untenable  to  our  enemies,  and 
hold  it  against  any  force  they  may  send  against  us.  The  courageous 
Seminoles  have  shown  what  folly  it  is  to  try  to  subjugate  or  destroy  a 
people  determined  to  defend  their  rights  and  their  homes.  The  bearing 
of  the  Choctaw  .and  Chickasaw  troops  has  not  been  excelled  by  any 
troops  in  the  service,  and,  by  a proper  understanding  among  ourselves, 
our  whole  country  may  be  saved  despite  of  the  inertness  and  delay  of 

* Some  matters  of  detail  omitted. 
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tliose  wlio  have  promised  to  protect  us.  It  is  a mistake  that  the  occii- 
patiou  of  the  Cherokee  couDtry  by  the  enemy  is  of  small  consequence  to 
the  Choctaw  people.  If  the  Cherokee  Nation  is  abandoned  to  the  enemy, 
the  Creek  country  falls  the  next  victim,  and  in  speedy  turn  your  own 
Nations  will  share  the  same  fate.  I shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  on 
the  subject,  and  receive  any  suggestions  as  to  the  course  most  proper 
to  X)ursue  in  the  present  discouraging  state  of  affairs.  I have  written  a 
full  statement  of  the  condition  of  things  in  the  Indian  country  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  and  to  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  and 
hope  to  hear  from  them  in  a few  weeks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

• STAND  WATIE, 

Princi;pal  Chief*,  of  the  Choctaw  Nation, 


Note  of  agreement  between  E.  Kirby  Smithy  lieutenant-general  commanding 
Trans-Mississi][)]!)i  Eepartment^  and  H.  Fla7iagin,  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Arha^isas.* 

H.  Elanagin,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  military  board,  is  to  raise 
a volunteer  force,  to  be  between  the  ages  of  forty  and  fifty  years,  for 
service  in  the  field,  to  be  for  the  present  under  his  immediate  command, 
and  hereafter  to  be  under  the  immediate  command  of  such  brigadier- 
generals  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  State  authorities ; all  to  be  sub- 
ject to  the  command  of  generals  commanding  the  department  and  the 
district,  or  other  general  officers,  according  to  the  Confederate  States 
regulations. 

General  Smith  agrees  to  not  interfere  with  members  of  the  command 
who  are  above  forty  years  of  age  and  subject  to  the  conscription  law ; 
to  supply  such  forces  with  arms  and  ammunition,  quartermaster’s  and 
commissary  stores,  and  not  to  remove  said  forces  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  State  except  with  the  consent  of  the  State  authorities. 

The  arms  will  be  furnished  as  soon  as  they  can  be  obtained. 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- General^  C,  8,  Army. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  August  10,  1863. 

Col.  T.  r.  Dockery: 

Colonel  : The  Secretary  of  War  orders  that  you  proceed  at  once  to 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  report  to  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  K.  Smith, 
and  receive  any  further  instructions  in  addition  to  a modification  of 
those  which  that  general  may  give.  You  will  reassemble  the  scattered 
and  furloughed  troops  which  have  passed  west  of  the  Mississippi,  of  the 
brigade  recently  commanded  by  you  at  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg,  at 
Camden,  in  Arkansas,  or  such  other  point  as  may  be  designated  by  Gen- 
eral Smith.  On  such  reassembling,  you  will  take  command  and  proceed 
to  organize  and  equip  them  as  soon  and  as  perfectly  as  may  be  jiracti- 
cable.  You  will  discriminate  between  such  as  before  the  final  departure 
from  Vicksburg  were,  by  the  act  or  with  the  complicity  of  the  enemy, 
contrary  to  the  terms  of  the  capitulation,  transferred  to  the  west  bank 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  those  who  afterward  by  straggling  or  after  fur- 
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lough  returned  to  that  side,  and  return  lists  as  early  as  possible  of  tlie 
two  classes,  both  to  the  general  commanding  the  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
jjartment  and  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  here.  The  first 
class  will,  with  the  approval  of  the  commanding  general,  be  regarded  as 
discharged  from  all  obligations  of  parole,  and  free  for  immediate  service. 
Of  the  exchange  or  discharge  of  the  others,  you  will  be  informed  as  soon 
as  it  can  be  effected.  When  reconstituted,  you  will,  under  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  general  commanding,  and  in  conformity  with  the  regula- 
tions existing,  or  which  may  be  prescribed  for  the  execution  of  the  con- 
script law,  endeavor  to  recruit  and  refill  the  numbers  of  your  brigade. 

It  is  desirable  that  these  troops,  or  their  equivalent,  should,  as  oppor- 
tunity will  allow,  be  returned  from  the  west  to  the  east  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi ; but  in  reference  to  the  ultimate  disposition  and  movement  of 
your  brigade,  when  reorganized,  you  will  apply  for  and  obey  such  in-  . 
structions  as  may  be  given  by  the  general  commanding  the  Trans-Mis- 
sissippi Department. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

H.  L.  OLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Abstract  from  morning  report  of  MarmaduJce's  division,  Missouri  Cavalry,  commanded  by 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmadulce,  August  10,  1863. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

0 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Shelby’s  brigade  .................. .................................... 

59 

92 

753 

630 

• 976 

1, 056 

2,  284 
2, 745 

TVTfl.rTnnilnlrft’a  

Total - 

151 

1, 383 

2, 032 

5,  029 

Hdqrs.  District  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 

Afear  Millicanj  August  11,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  BoGOS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  state  that,  in  compliance  with  the  instruc- 
tions of  Lieutenant-General  Smith,  the  brigade  from  the  northern  sub- 
district, with  Acting  Brigadier-General  Bankhead  in  command,  has  been 
ordered  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Steele  at  Fort  Smith.  I luul 
not  sent  this  brigade  forward,  for  the  reason  that  the  aspect  of  affairs 
on  the  coast  induced  me  to  believe  that  more  danger  of  an  invasion  lay 
in  that  quarter  than  in  the  wheat-growing  region  of  the  State  at  that 
time.  This  belief  has  been  entertained  by  me  for  some  time.  The  lim- 
ited number  of  troops  now  under  my  command  renders  it  impossible  to 
hold  certain  positions  on  the  coast.  The  occupation  of  any  of  these 
points,  particularly  from  Saluria  to  Galveston,  both  of  these  points  in- 
clusive, would  necessitate  the  withdrawal  of  my  forces  from  the  other 
points  on  the  coast,  for  the  reason  that  by  holding  any  of  these  places 
he  would  secure  the  railroad,  and  thus  be  enabled  to  place  his  force  in 
our  rear.  After  a consultation  with  Brigadier- General  Scurry,  Colonel 
Sulakowski,  and  Colonel  Terrell,  I have  been  led  to  adopt  the  following 
course  as  regards  the  disposition  of  certain  regiments : I have  ordered 
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Acting  Brigadier-General  Bankhead  to  proceed  to  Fort  Smith  with 
Gurley’s  and  Hardeman’s  regiments  and  a company  of  light  artillery, 
and  also  with  any  other  forces  he  may  have  in  hand.  Gurley’s  regiment 
is  nearly  full,  but  Hardeman’s  regiment  consists  of  only  eight  compa- 
nies, few  of  which  are  full.  Under  the  circumstances,  I deemed  it  best 
not  to  order  Colonel  Gurley  to  report  with  five  companies  to  Colonel 
Ford,  which  you  were  informed  by  me  had  been  done,  to  enable  him  to 
collect  conscripts  and  deserters,  in  accordance  with  Lieutenant-General 
Smith’s  instructions,  but  to  send  to  Colonel  Ford,  for  that  purpose,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Davidson’s  battalion  of  four  companies  of  cavalry.  It 
is  believed  by  Brigadier-General  Scurry  and  Colonel  Terrell,  both  of 
whom  are  well  acquainted  with  the  country  in  every  respect,  that  this 
force  will  be  sufficient  for  Colonel  Ford’s  purpose.  I concur  with  them  in 
this  opinion,  and  have  therefore  taken  this  step,  as  I have  great  need  for 
the  few  troops  of  my  command  on  the  coast.  I cannot  make  any  other 
disposition  of  my  forces  without  inviting  an  attack  on  some  vital  point. 
I have  ordered  one  company  of  Colonel  Terrell’s  regiment  to  Waco  and 
vicinity,  on  account  of  information  received  from  Mr.  Brown  of  the  same 
nature  as  that  referred  to  me  by  Lieutenant-General  Smith.  This  was 
done  before  the  reception  of  the  information  through  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Smith.  This  company  has  been  sent  into  that  section  to  break  up 
nests  of  deserters,  &c.,  represented  to  be  in  existence  in  that  quarter. 
This  duty  will  be  temporary.  Colonel  Terrell’s  regiment  has  been 
orddled  to  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos,  to  defend  that  rich  and  populous 
country,  which  invites  invasion.  Fully  impressed  with  the  inadequacy 
of  my  "force  to  defend  the  coast,  I beg  that  Lieutenant-General  Smith 
will,  if  possible,  order  back  to  my  command  the  troops  originally  belong- 
ing to  it  but  now  serving  with  Major-General  Taylor  in  Louisiana — al- 
ready greatly  thinned  by  death  and  other  causes.  The  State  troops  will, 
I hope,  eventually  reach  10,000,  but  their  organization  requires  time, 
and  consequently  before  they  are  ready  for  field  service  the  State  may 
be  invaded.  I have  requested  the  Governor  to  turn  over  to  me  all  the 
arms  belonging  to  the  State  in  her  arsenal,  with  the  hope  to  arm  prop- 
erly the  volunteer  troops  already  in  the  field,  so  as  to  be  prepared  as  far 
as  possible  for  an  invasion  at  any  time.  As  Major-General  Taylor  has 
informed  me  that  there  are  fourteen  batteries  of  light  artillery  in  his 
command,  and  as  I have  only  seven  in  this  district,  I beg  that  the  three 
batteries  of  light  artiUery  commanded  by  Captains  Gonzales,  Gibson,  and 
Nichols,  originally  taken  from  this  command^  be  ordered  back. 

In  order  to  show  the  limited  number  of  troops  at  Galveston,  I have 
the  honor  to  inclose  a copy  of  a communication  received  from  Colonel 
(Acting  Brigadier-General)  Debray,*  commanding  that  post. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 


War  Dept.,  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond^  Fa.,  August  12, 1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General  : This  will  be  handed  you  by  Colonel  McCray,  of  the  Thirty- 
first  Arkansas  Eegiment,  who  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  for 
assignment  to  duty  temporarily  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 
his  regiment  having  been  for  a time  united  with  another.  Colonel  Mc- 
Cray, like  several  other  officers,  has  made  application  for  authority  to 
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institute  special  enterprises  against  the  shipping  and  trade  of  the  enemy 
on  the  Mississippi. 

I have  explained  to  you,  in  other  letters,  that,  being  unwilling  at 
this  distance  and  with  my  limited  knowledge  to  conclude  definitely  on 
these  propositions,  I prefer  that  they  should  be  considered  and  decided 
on  by  you,  and  invest  you  with  the  requisite  authority  to  do  so.  I in- 
close the  proposition  made  by  Colonel  McCray,*  which  has  the  merit  of 
boldness  in  conception,  and,  with  fortune  and  skill,  not  impossible  of 
partial  if  not  of  complete  success. 

I do’  not,  however,  wish  you  to  be  influenced  by  any  judgment  of 
mine  in  regard  to  it.  Colonel  McCray  is  personally  known  to  you  through 
past  services,  and  feels  full  confidence  that  his  qualifications  (such  as 
they  are)  will  be  appreciated  and  properly  employed  by  you.  You  will 
note  the  great  stress  I lay  in  this  and  other  letters  on  the  interruption 
of  communication  and  trade  on  the  Mississippi  Eiver  by  the  enemy.  I 
see,  from  publications  in  their  i:)apers,  that  they  recognize  both  the  im- 
portance of  maintaining  such  communication  and  its  liability  to  inter- 
ruption, and  they  seek  to  deter  from  hostile  obstructions,  by  most  tru- 
culent threats  of  the  cruel  severities  which,  in  case  of  any  attack,  they 
will  visit,  not  merely  on  the  hostile  assailants,  but  on  all  the  people  of 
the  adjacent  districts,  their  habitations,  and  property.  Should  such 
atrocities  be  practiced  to  repress  lawful  hostilities  on  our  part,  you  will 
not  hesitate  to  take  the  most  summary  measures  to  retaliate  and  deter. 
Should  any  of  the  parties  practicing  such  cruelties  be  taken,  the  Gov- 
ernment should  not  be  troubled  with  them,  but  on  the  very  scenes 
where  the  innocent  inhabitants  may  have  suffered,  or  their  homes  been 
devastated,  the  perpetrators,  or  those  taken  from  a similar  line  of  service, 
should  be  executed,  and  left  as  a solemn  warning  to  the  barbarous  foe. 

It  is  very  probable  that  the  forces  employed  by  the  enemy  in  guard- 
ing the  river  will  consist,  in  large  measure,  of  negro  troops.  I think  I 
have  already,  in  previous  communications,  intimated  to  you,  as  my  own 
judgment,  that  a most  marked  distinction  should  be  made  in  the  treat- 
ment, when  taken,  of  these  negro  troops  and  of  the  white  men  leading 
them.  The  latter  had  better  be  dealt  with  red-handed  on  the  field  or 
immediately  thereafter.  The  former,  to  be  considered  rather  as  de- 
luded victims  of  the  hypocrisy  and  malignity  of  the  enemy,  should  not 
be  .driven  to  desperation,  but  received  readily  to  mercy,  and  encouraged 
to  submit  and  return  to  their  masters,  with  whom,  after  their  brief  eX' 
perience  of  Yankee  humanity  and  the  perils  of  the  military  service, 
they  will  be  more  content  than  ever  heretofore  in  the  service  and  under 
the  protection  of  their  legitimate  guardians.  I do  not  design  these  as 
positive  instructions,  but  suggestions  which  I hope  will  receive  the  con- 
currence of  your  judgment  and  become  your  rule  of  action. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Northern  Sub-District  of  Texas, 

Gam]y  near  Bonham.,  Tex..,  August  13,  18G3. 
Capt.  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a copy  of  a dispatch  from 
me  to  General  Boggs,  forwarding  him  dispatches  from  General  Steele. 
General  Steele  writes  me  that  he  has  retired  with  General  OabelPs 
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command  to  tlie  Canadiau,  and  that  when  the  enemy  advances  he  will  he 
compelled  to  fall  back.  He  does  not  say  whether  he  will  retire  upon 
Fort  Smith  or  in  this  direction.  If  he  retires  upon  Fort  Smith,  my  en- 
tire front  is  uncovered,  and  this  frontier  exposed.  If  he  retires  this  way, 
he  will  have  to  make  his  stand  at  Boggy  Depot,  75  miles  north  of  this 
camp,  where 'I  should  have  to  re-enforce  him.  His  army  is  completely 
demoralized,  and  he  says  that  one  party  of  200  men,  under  commissioned 
officers,  left  him  at  one  time.  The  enemy  has  been  strongly  re  enforced. 
He  says  his  entire  command  is  not  greater  than  that  which  Cooper  had 
wlien  the  enemy  drove  him  back. 

liumors  of  fights  and  defeats  reach  me,  but  nothing  official  since  the 
date  of  General  Steele^s  dispatch  of  the  9th.  I will  probably  hear  from 
him  before  the  five  companies  of  Gurley^s  regiment  can  leave,  and  will 
then  act  as  the  necessity  of  the  case  may  demand. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SMITH  P.  BANKHEAD, 

Acting  Brigadier- General^  Comdg,  Northern  Sub -District  of  Texas. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Northern  Sub-District  of  Texas, 

Near  Bonham.,  Tex..,  August  10,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  K.  Boogs,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

General:  I have  been  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding 
this  district  to  Avrite  you  direct  in  relation  to  all  matters  pertaining  to 
the  Indian  Department,  sending  copies  of  my  communications  to  his 
headquarters. 

I herewith  inclose  three  letters  from  General  Steele,*  one  of  which  (to 
Major  Blair)  was  left  open  for  my  perusal.  I am  grieved  at  General 
Steele’s  situation,  and  wish  I could  relieve  him  promptly ; but  I have 
received  orders  not  to  move  up  until  my  command  reaches  2,000,  with 
another  battery  of  artillery.  So  soon  as  Terrell’s  regiment  arrives,  and 
Abat’s  battery  reports,  I will  be  in  condition  to  move  as  far  as  numbers 
are  concerned  ; but  Terrell’s  regiment  is  perfectly  raw  and  unarmed.  I 
suggest,  in  the  eA’ent  of  my  being  ordered  up,  that,  as  my  command  be- 
longs to  this  district  proper,  my  orders  may  be  distinct  to  move  up  and 
attack  the  enemy  wherever  I may  find  him,  and  then  either  advance  or 
fall  back  as  the  fortunes  of  war  may  make  it  advisable. 

I do  not  think  it  would  be  for  the  good  of  the  service  to  amalgamate 
my  command  with  General  Steele’s.  In  a very  short  time  I will  have  a 
disciplined  command  of  1,000  men,  and  with  this  nucleus  can  soon  dis- 
cipline the  balance.  To  have  me  under  General  Steele’s  orders  perma- 
nently would  leave  the  lieutenant-general  without  an  auxiliary  force, 
which  could  be  moved  in  any  emergency  either  into  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, Louisiana,  or  Eastern  Texas.  It  occurs  to  me  that  my  position  is 
most  eligible  for  attack  or  defense,  and  that  if  ordered  to  attack  I should 
reoccupy  my  position  after  the  work  is  done.  I am  drilling  my  com- 
mand almost  exclusively  as  infantry,  instructing  them  in  the  rudiments 
of  the  school  of  the  trooper.  I do  this  on  the  ground  of  efficiency  and 
as  best  adapted  to  my  arms,  Enfield  guns  and  United  States  muskets. 

I have  the  honor  td  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a file  of  General  Or- 
ders, from  No.  1 to  No.  27,  inclusive. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

SMITH  P.  BANKHEAD, 

Acting  Brigadier- General.,  Comdg.  Northern  Sub-District  of  Texas, 
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Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  August  13,  1863. 

Principal  Chief  Choctaio  Nation  : 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  1st  instant.  The  “ arms  and  munitions  of  war  which  were 
forwarded  hy  the  Secretary  of  War  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations 
between  the  Southern  Confederacy  and  the  Choctaw  Nation,”  as  yon 
state,  were  on  their  way  to  the  Mississippi,  when  they  were  diverted  to 
Vicksburg,  and  there  lost  in  the  fall  of  that  place.  The  Secretary  of 
War  has  made  arrangements  to  procure  arms  and  munitions  for  the 
Choctaw  Nation  as  soon  as  jiossible,  and  they  will  be  duly  forwarded 
as  soon  as  received.  I have  also  made  arrangements  to  procure  arms 
and  munitions  via  Matamoras.  I have  been  advised  that,  in  accordance 
with  stipulations,  several  cargoes  have  arrived  oft*  Matamoras,  but  their 
delivery,  up  to  the  latest  advices,  was  prevented  by  some  temporary 
difficulty  with  the  French  blockading  squadron.  As  soon  as  I can  get 
the  arms  and  munitions  from  the  sources  stated,  I shall  have  them  for- 
warded to  your  people. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIKBY  SxMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans -Mississippi  Department, 

No.  36.  \ Shreveport,  La.,  August  14,  1863. 

I.  All  clerks  and  employes  in  the  military  service  liable  to  conscrip- 
tion in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  will  be  immediately  enrolled, 
and,  within  twenty  days  thereafter,  sent  to  the  camps  of  instruction  in 
their  respective  districts. 

All  able-bodied  men,  except  artificers  and  mechanics,  who  are  now 
serving  in  the  several  staff  departments  will  be  relieved  and  ordered 
to  join  their  proper  companies  and  regiments,  unless  especially  detailed 
by  the  district  commander,  upon  proof  of  necessity  of  service.  Their 
places  will  be  suijplied  by  those  who  are  not  capable  of  active  service 
in  the  field,  whether  by  age,  sex,  or  physical  disability. 

II.  All  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  the  garrisons  of  Vicksburg 
and  Port  Hudson  previous  to  the  surrender  of  those  places,  who  may 
be  within  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  either  by  furlough  or  other- 
wise, will  report  by  the  15th  day  of  September  next,  or  at  the  expira- 
tion of  their  furlough,  at  one  of  the  following-named  jdaces,  viz : Those 
from  Arkansas,  at  the  camii  of  instruction  at  Washington,  Ark.;  from 
Missouri,  at  Little  Eock,  Ark. ; from  Louisiana,  at  the  camp  of  instruc- 
tion near  Shreveport,  lia. ; from  Texas,  at  the  places  directed  by  Major- 
General  Magruder.  The  quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  nec- 
essary transportation  to  officers  and  men  reporting  in  compliance  with 
this  order. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp,  August  15,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell,  Commanding  Brigade  : 

General  : The  two  brigades,  one  for  conveliience  of  grass  and  water, 
are  more  widely  separated  than  I desire.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to 
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exercise  great  vigilance.  Should  you  learn  of  an  advance  of  the  enemy, 
you  will  move  back  in  the  direction  of  your  late  camp,  on  Imochia,  if 
you  have  timej  otherwise  move  up  the  Sans  Bois,  on  the  road  from 
Perry  ville  to  Port  Smith,  and  westward  along  that  road  until  a junction 
of  the  two  commands  is  effected. 

Respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  on  Long  Town  Creelc^  G.  JT.,  August  16,  1863. 

Captain  [S.]  Howell, 

In  Charge  of  Detachment : 

Captain  : You  are  detailed,  with  a portion  of  your  company,  to  com- 
mence some  defensive  works  on  the  road  from  Kansas  to  Texas.  For 
this  purpose  you  will  establish  your  camp  from  10  to  20  miles  on  the 
north  of  Boggy  Depot,  at  such  point  as  j^ou  may  determine  upon,  after 
a careful  examination  of  the  country,  as  being  the  most  suitable  for  de- 
fense. You  will  then  endeavor  to  get  labor  and  tools  from  the  planters 
on  Bed  River,  and  commence  such  batteries  and  lines  of  intrenchment 
as  may  be  required,  calculating  your  lines  for  the  occupation  of  2,500 
‘men.  It  is  not  expected  that  you  will  be  able  to  fortify  extensively,  but 
it  will  be  of  great  benefit,  should  there  be  an  advance  upon  Texas  on  that 
line,  to  have  the  lines  marked  out  and  a commencement  made.  Some 
log- houses  should  be  constructed  for  storage,  wells  sunk,  bridges  placed 
over  the  streams  in  the  rear,  &c.  Much  is  left  to  your  judgment  and 
to  your  practical  knowledge.  An  engineer  has  been  applied  for,  who 
will  be  put  in  charge  if  sent  to  me. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Steele : 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Eoclc^  August  17, 1863. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  Ya. : 

General  : Upon  being  assigned  to  the  command  of  a division  here,  I 
found  that  the  Missouri  regiments  in  this  department  were  known  by 
tbe  names  of  their  commanders.  The  inconvenience  of  the  practice  led 
me  to  number  those  in  mj  division  (Parsons’  brigade)  according  to 
the  date  of  their  organization  respectively.  Knowing  that  there  were 
but  six  regiments  of  infantry  from  Missouri  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  and  that  no  muster-rolls  of  the  Missouri  regiments  on 
this  side  had  been  received  in  Richmond,  on  the  1st  of  April  I ordered 
the  regiments  in  Parsons’  brigade  to  be  designated  as  follows:  Cald- 
Avell’s  as  the  Seventh  Regiment  Missouri  Infantry;  Hunter’s  as  the 
Eighth  Regiment  Missouri  Infantry ; White’s  as  the  Ninth  Regiment 
Missouri  Infantry,  and  Pickett’s  as  the  Tenth  Regiment  Missouri  In- 
fantry, and  they  were  so  designated  on  the  muster-rolls  of  April  30. 

These  regiments  were  organized,  viz:  August  31,  1862,  the  Seventh 
Regiment,  under  Colonel  Jackman;  September  15,  1862,  the  Eighth 
Regiment,  under  Colonel  Hunter;  October  22,  1862,  the  Ninth  Regi- 
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meut,  under  Colonel  White,  and  ]I:^oveml)er  10, 1862,  the  Tenth  Eegiment, 
under  Colonel  [A.  E.J  Steen. 

The  next  senior  regiment  Missouri  infantry  appears  to  be  that  of  Col. 
John  B.  Clark,  jr.,  which  was  organized  November  16, 1862  ; and  the  next 
that  of  Col.  Charles  S.  Mitchell,  organized  January  16,  1863.  It  seems 
that  the  officer  who  bore  the  April  muster-rolls  of  Frost’s  brigade  to 
Eichmond  reached  there  in  advance  of  the  bearer  of  the  other  muster- 
rolls,.  and  that  the  regiments  of  that  brigade  (Clark’s  and  Mitchell’s  regi- 
ments and  Musser’s  battalion)  have  received  the  numbers  which  had  been 
given  to  the  regiments  in  Parsons’  brigade.  I beg  leave  to  submit  the 
matter  to  your  attention,  and  to  beg  that  you  will  designate  officially 
the  numbers  which  these  regiments  shall  respectively  bear.  Until  then 
I shall  not  give  any  further  orders  on  the  subject.  You  will  also  oblige 
me  by  sending  me  the  proper  numbering  of  the  cavalry  regiments  from 
Missouri,  and  of  the  infantry  regiments  from  Arkansas,  none  of  which 
in  this  district  are  now  numbered. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

STEELING  PEICE, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  37.  I Shreveport,  La.,  August  17,  1863. 

I.  Maj.  W.  B.  Blair,  commissary  of  subsistence,  is  announced  as  chief 
of  the  bureau  of  subsistence  for  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department.  All 
returns  and  reports  required  by  the  regulations  to  be  made  to  the  chief 
of  this  bureau  at  Eichmond  will  in  future  be  made  to  Major  Blair,  com- 
missary of  subsistence,  at  Shreveport,  La. 

II.  Muster-rolls  of  troops  serving  in  this  department  will  in  future 
be  sent  to  Col.  B.  Allston,  inspector- general,  at  Shreveport,  La. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDEESON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

No.  11.  f Camp  on  Bayou  Meto,  August  17,  1863. 

I.  In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  133,  Headquarters  District 
of  Arkansas,  Little  Eock,  August  15,  1863,  the  undersigned  assumes* 
command  of  Price’s  division,  relieving  Brig.  Gen.  J.  F.  Fagan,  who 
will  assume  command  of  his  brigade. 

II.  First  Lieut.  F.  Yon  Phul  is  announced  as  aide-de-camp.  The 
other  officers  of  the  division  staff  will  remain  as  already  constituted. 

D.  M.  FEOST, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Price's  Division. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  Broohin's  CreeJc,  August  17,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell, 

Commanding  Brigade : 

General  : You  api^ear  to  have  drawn  the  conclusion  that  it  is  my 
intention  to  fall  back  on  Perry  ville.  I have  no  intention  of  falling  back 
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iu  any  direction  at  present.  The  reference  made  to  the  Perryville  road 
was  only  as  a route  by  which  the  two  brigades,  which  are  too  far  apart, 
could  unite,  w^here  they  could  not  by  the  direct  road. 

I cannot  understand  why  your  mules  should  be  iu  bad  condition  if 
they  are  herded  at  night,  as  they  should  be,  as  they  will  not  eat  well 
iu  the  day-time  at  this  season  of  the  year,  Avhen  flies  are  so  trouble- 
some. It  will  be  impossible  to  inform  you  of  the  whereabouts  of  each 
particular  party,  but  you  can  take  it  for  granted  that  there  are  at  all 
times  small  parties  of  observation  moving  about  between  Webber’s 
Falls  and  the  Creek  Agency.  Below  that  point  some  Choctaws  have 
been,  to  protect  some  of  the  people  whilst  moving  back  from  the  river. 
I have  no  doubt  many  of  your  men  will  find  pretexts  for  desertion  in 
any  move  that  does  not  take  them  in  the  direction  they  wish  to  go,  and 
this  feeling  is  encouraged  by  the  tone  of  the  officers.  You  should  check 
all  conversation  wliich  tends  to  make  the  men  dissatisfied,  or  which 
makes  them  think  that  they  should  be  elsewhere  than  they  are.  It  has 
even  been  reported  about  the  streets  of  Fort  Smith  that  you  thought 
that  the  men  ought  to  desert  if  they  were  not  brought  back  into  Ar- 
kansas. Such  reports,  no  matter  how  false,  if  nothing  is  done  to  coun- 
teract them,  will  send  off  many  men  who  will  go  believing  that  they 
have  the  good-will  of  Iheir  officers.  The  Creek  Indians  think  they 
should  not  go  beyond  their  gwn  lines,  which  is  a matter  of  surprise  even 
iu  them ; but  when  white  men  are  so  narrow-minded  as  to  be  unable  to 
see  beyond  their  own  neighborhood,  it  causes  the  reflection  that  the 
white  man  is  not  much  above  the  other  races  after  all.  There  is  reason 
to  believe  that  Cloud  is  gathering  a force  at  Cassville,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  coming  to  the  Arkansas  Kiver.  If  he  does,  his  force  will  prob- 
ably unite  with  Blunt’s,  and  against  the  two  we  would  make  but  a poor 
show.  Blunt  is  at  present  lying  idle  near  enough  to  his  works  to  get 
in  them  at  the  first  alarm.  He  will,  no  doubt,  wait  there  until  Cloud 
is  ready  to  move. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

• Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

No.  135.  1 Little  Bock^  August  18,  1863. 

******* 

VI.  Thomas  E.  Courtenay,  esq.,  is,  by  direction  of  the  lieutenant-gen- 
eral commanding  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  authorized  to  enlist 
a secret-service  corps,  not  exceeding  20  men,  to  be  employed  by  him, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  district  commander. 

******* 

By  Command  of  Major-General  Price : 

THOS.  L.  SNEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

No.  196.  ] Biclimond,  Va.,  August  18,  1863. 

* * • * * * # * 

XV.  Brig.  Gen.  S.  B.  Maxey,  Provisional  Army  of  tlie  Confederate 
States,  is  assigned  to  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and  will  repair 
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to  Little  Eock,  Ark.,  and  report  for  duty  to  Lieut.  Gen.  T.  n.  Holmes, 
commanding,  &c. 

XVI.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  X.  E.  Beall,  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States,  is  transferred  to  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department.  He  will 
proceed  to  Little  Eock,  Ark.,  and  report  to  Lieutenant-General  Holmes, 
who  will  assign  him  to  an  appropriate  command,  on  being  notified  that 
General  Beall  has  been  duly  exchanged  as  a prisoner  of  wmr. 

# * ***** 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JXO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Richmond^  Ya.^  August  19,  1803. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding^  cfc.,  Morton^  Miss. : 

General  : It  has  become,  from  the  loss  of  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hud- 
son, essential  that,  if  practicable,  arrangements  should  be  made  with  a 
view  to  the  transmission,  especially  of  mails  and  money,  for  frequent 
and  secure  communication  with  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department.  It 
appears  to  me  that  this  might  be  ejected  with  reasonable  certainty  and 
safety  by  an  understanding  between  yourself' and  General  Smith  for 
concurrent  operations  with  your  cavalry  force  or  light  artillery  on  each 
side  of  the  river.  My  knowledge  of  the  country  induces  me  to  suggest 
that  between  about  Prentiss,  Miss.,  and  some  20  miles  south  of  Mem- 
phis, on  this  side  of  the  river,  the  country  might  be  commanded,  and 
ready  access  at  various  points  secured  to  the  river  by  cavalry,  while 
the  stretch  of  the  opposite  bank  should  be  commanded  by  the  forces  of 
General  Smith.  Thus,  with  an  understanding  had  that  the  various 
most  convenient  landings  should  at  different  set  times  be  resorted  to,  a 
small  escort  of  cavalry  could  pass  in  safety  mails,  messengers.  Or  officers 
in  charge  of  funds  across,  to  be  met  by  similar  escorts  on  the  opposite 
side. 

These  suggestions  are  made  for  your  consideration,  and  are  not  de- 
signed to  iireclude  the  adoption  of  other  and  better  arrangements  which 
your  superior  knowledge  of  the  country  and  military  experience  may 
recommend.  The  object  is  so  important  that  I must  ask  your  early 
attention  to  it,  and  I shall  be  pleased  to  receive  information  of  any 
arrangements  made  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

It  is  not  of  less  importance  that  the  use  of  the  Mississippi  for  trade 
should,  if  possible,  be  debarred  to  the  enemy.  If  this  could  only  be 
done  effectually,  it  would  deprive  the  North  of  most  of  the  fruits  of 
their  late  successes  in  Mississippi,  and,  perhaps,  even  more  effectually 
than  the  command  of  fortified  places  on  the  river,  satisfy  the  Xorth- 
west  of  the  impossibility  of  ever  enjoying  the  Mississippi  as  an  avenue 
of  trade  without  peace  and  amity  with  the  Confederate  States.  I should 
think,  in  the  present  low  state  of  the  waters,  field  artillery  with  cavalry, 
under  the  direction  of  able  and  enterprising  officers,  might  find  ready 
access  to  the  banks  of  the  river  for  hundreds  of  miles,  and  render  the 
passage  of  trading  boats  entirely  imxiracticable.  I have  written  to  Gen- 
eral Smith,  urgently  jiressing  on  his  attention  the  necessity  of  similar 
action  on  his  part.  I recommend  communication  and  co-operation  be- 
tween you,  and  such  measures  as  your  judgment  may  .adopt,  to  effect 
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the  speedy  and  complete  stoppage  of  trade  to  the  enemy  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

With  high  regard,  yours,  &c., 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  BrooMnh  Creek.,  August  19,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell,  Commanding  Brigade : 

General  : You  will  move  your  brigade  to  the  neighborhood  of  Scul- 
lyviUe,  to  be  near  enough  to  Fort  Smith  to  re-enforce  that  place  should 
the  enemy  advance  upon  it  in  such  numbers  as  you  could  o^ipose  with 
a reasonable  prospect  of  success.  Should  the  force  advancing  be  so 
large  as  to  make  an  attempt  to  defend  not  advisable,  you  will  withdraw 
all  the  troops  in  the  direction  of  Eiddle’s,  where  flour  has  been  placed. 
It  would  be  necessary  to  watch  closely  for  a movement  from  the  direc- 
tion of  Gibson. 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Army  of  Texas, 

Camp  Bankhead^  August  20,  1863. 

[Capt.  Edmund  P.  Turner:] 

Captain  : I beg  you  will  communicate  the  substance  of  this  dispatch 
to  the  major-general  commanding  without  delay,  and  forward  me  his 
reply  by  pony  express.  If  the  express  does  not  leave  on  the  day  when 
his  reply  is  ready,  a special  courier  will  bring  it  through,  as  that  is  em- 
braced in  the  contract  with  the  carriers  of  the  pony  express. 

General  Steele  has  fallen  back,  with  his  entire  command,  from  the 
front  of  Fort  Gibson.  He  has  gone  to  Fort  Smith,  with  CabelFs  bri- 
gade, and  General  Cooper  is  at  Briartown,  15  miles  from  Fort  Smith. 
My  front  is  now  uncovered,  and  all  the  stores  of  the  Indian  Department 
are  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy  at  Boggy  Depot,  the  point  near  which  the 
Fort  Gibson  and  the  Fort  Smith  roads  fork.  To  defend  this  frontier  I 
m ust  advance  to  Boggy  Depot  with  my  entire  command.  This  I shall  do 
at  once.  Shall  I go  farther  ? If  I go  on  to  Fort  Smith,  then  the  enemy 
can  come  direct  from  Fort  Gibson  to  this  section.  If  they  are  pursued 
from  the  direction  of  Fort  Smith,  they  pass  out  through  the  western 
counties,  the  most  disaffected  portion  of  the  State,  and  where  there  are 
none  to  oppose  them,  but  many  to  bid  them  God  speed.  In  my  humble 
opinion,  a strong  force  must  remain  at  the  junction  of  the  Fort  Smith 
and  Fort  Gibson  roads.  It  is  my  deliberate  opinion  that  if  that  point 
is  left  unguarded,  this  country  will  be  raided  over  by  the  enemy.  The 
point  alluded  to  is  a strong  position  for  defense,  and  I inclose  a rough 
sketch,*  which  will  give  a better  idea  of  the  roads  and  localities  than  the 
ordinary  maps.  When  Cooper  fell  back  before  to  Briartown,  I advanced 
to  the  point  17  miles  north  of  Boggy  Depot.  I must  do  the  same  thing 
now ; but  I strongly  urge  that  if  I go  beyond  that  point  it  shall  be  on 
the  Fort  Gibson  road,  and  not  on  the  Fort  Smith  road. 

Why  General  Steele  has  fallen  back  to  Fort  [Smith]  rather  than 
toward  Boggy  Depot,  is  more  than  I can  comprehend.  All  his  stores, 
both  commissary  and  ordnance,  are  at  Boggy  Depot,  and  the  road  is 
open  from  Fort  Gibson  to  that  point.  His  commissary  writes  that  he 
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has  supplies  only  to  the  1st  proximo,  and  I am  straining  every  energy 
to  forward  him  sixty  thousand  rations  before  I leave.  Doubtless  Gen- 
eral Steele,  being  master  of  his  own  situation  and  seeing  things  from  a 
different  standpoint,  is  a better  judge  of  the  propriety  of  his  military 
movements  than  I can  possibly  be ; but  I am  so  assured  of  the  impro- 
priety of  leaving  the  forks  of  the  roads  to  Fort  Gibson  and  Fort  Smith 
unguarded,  that  I am  strongly  tempted  to  take  upon  myself  the  responsi- 
bility of  halting  at  that  point.  If  this  country  should  be  raided  our 
loss  would  be  immense.  The  destruction  of  the  few  thrashing-machines 
in  operation  would  of  itself  prove  a calamity,  and  this  could  be  effected 
so  easily  that  even  now  I am  in  constant  apprehension  of  hearing  that 
some  small  band  has  slipped  down  and  done  the  work. 

In  view  of  all  that  is  at  stake,  the  immense  interest  involved,  I urge 
the  major-general  commanding  not  to  leave  this  entire  frontier  exposed, 
by  allowing  this  command  to  be  permanently  assigned  to  General  Steele 
at  Fort  Smith.  The  enemy  cannot  be  kept  out  of  this  country  by  the 
occupancy  of  that  position.  He  must  be  checked  effectually  in  front, 
and  when  I leave  his  front  (as  I do  when  I leave  the  Fort  Gibson  road), 
my  conviction  is  that  this  country  will  be  harried  by  him.  I have  no 
objection  either  to  serve  under  General  Steele  or  to  go  to  Fort  Smith, 
but  I am  convinced  that  the  safety  of  this  section  depends  on  keeping 
troops  on  the  Fort  Gibson  road.  If  I was  untrammeled  by  orders,  I 
should  advance  with  my  entire  force  direct  in  that  direction. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully, 

SMITH  P.  BANKHEAD, 

Acting  Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


ENaiNEER  Bureau,  August  20,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  Comdg.  Trans-Miss.  Dept. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  following  list  of  men, 
who,  by  the  wish  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  are  to  be  employed 
in  your  department  on  the  special  service  of  destroying  the  enemy^s 
property  by  torpedoes  and  similar  inventions,  viz : John  Kirk,  Charles 
Littlepage,  John  Silure,  Eobert  Creuzbaur,  E,  Allen,  W.  D.  Miller,  and 
0.  Williams. 

These  men  should  each  be  enlisted  in  and  form  part  of  an  engineer 
company,  but  will,  nevertheless,  be  employed,  so  far  as  possible,  in  the 
service  specified  above,  and,  when  the  public  interests  in  your  judg- 
ment require  it,  details  of  additional  men  may  be  made,  either  from  the 
engineer  troops  or  from  the  line,  to  aid  them  in  their  particular  duties. 
Their  compensation  will  be  50  per  cent,  of  the  property  destroyed  by 
their  new  inventions,  and  all  the  arms  and  munitions  captured  by  them 
by  the  use  of  torpedoes  or  of  similar  devices.  Beyond  this,  they  will 
be  entitled  to  such  other  reward  as  Congress  may  hereafter  provide. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  FIVES, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel  and  Acting  Chief  of  Bureau. 


Approved : 


[Indorsement.] 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 


Secretary  of  War. 

A similar  letter  to  the  above  was  written  and  sent  to  General  Joseph 
E.  Johnston,  commanding  Department  of  the  West,  with  the  following 
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iiiuiies : E.  0.  Singer,  J.  D.  Braiinau,  R.  W.  Dunn,  B.  A.  Whitney,  D. 
Bradbury,  James  Jones,  0.  E.  Tracy,  J.  B.  Fretwell,  and  L.  C.  Hirsch- 
burger  (also  approved  by  Secretary  of  War). 


War  Department,  0.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.^  August  21,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Commanding^  &c. : 

General:  General  [H.  W.]  Allen,  just  made  a brigadier,  has  been 
ordered  to  report  to  you,  with  instructions  to  rendezvous  certain  regi- 
ments of  paroled  prisoners  at  Shreveport  or  such  other  points  as  you 
may  designate.  He  is  likewise  expected,  hy  his  personal  influence  and 
Bxertions,  to  bring  back  to  the  service  many  stragglers  and  deserter^, 
and  recruit  his  forces  from  those  not  accessible.  It  is  hoped  a brigade 
tvill  be  raised,  to  the  command  of  which  he  will  naturally  be  assigned; 
but,  should  this  expectation  prove  delusive,  you  will  best  know  to  what 
duty  to  assign  this  officer,  who  has  justly  won  a high  character  for  gal- 
lantry and  ability. 

I avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  sending  you  a copy  of  a letter,* 
lately  written  by  me  to  General  Johnston,  urging  his  co-operation  in 
establishing  and  maintaining  communications,  and.  transmission  of 
mails  and  money  across  the  Mississippi.  You  will  i)erceive,  from  the 
suggestions  I have  made,  that  I think,  with  proper  understanding  had 
between  him  and  yourself  as  to  your  operations  on  the  different  banks, 
passage  may  be  recovered  at  various  points  and  different  set  times  with 
little  trouble  or  danger. 

In  several  letters  of  late  I have  so  urged  your  attention  to  the  im- 
portance of  interrupting  the  enemy’s  trade  and  communication  upon 
the  Mississippi  that  I deem  it  unnecessary  to  trouble  you  further  with 
suggestions  on  that  point.  Should  those  communicatious  have  failed 
io  reach  you,  the  letter  to  General  Johnston,  inclosed,  will  possess  you 
if  my  views,  which  have  likewise  been  explained  orally  to  General 
Allen. 

With  my  earnest  wish  for  your  success  and  that  of  our  cause,  I re- 
nain,  with  high  respect,  truly  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDOK, 

(Secretary  of  War. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  on  Brooldn^s  Creeh,  August  21,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell,  in  the  Field  : 

General  : As  grass  and  water  are  necessary  articles,  your  camp  must 
be  made  with  reference  to  them.  You  will  probably  have  to  get  water 
from  the  Poteau.  If  any  arrangements  can  be  made  to  get  forage  for 
your  horses  it  must  be  done.  The  tax  of  one-tenth  should  furnish  you 
with  sufficient.  Lieutenant  [J.  J.]  Du  Bose  has  received  a lot  of  better 
powder.  Send  him  all  the  cartridges  you  have  with  bad  powder,  to  be 
refilled.  Assume  the  immediate  direction  of  affairs  in  your  vicinity,  and 
ascertain,  if  possible,  the  strength  of  the  enemy  in  Northwestern  Arkan- 
sas. Any  important  information  you  may  get  report  to  me,  and  send 
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the  same  to  Little  Kock.-  I would  call  your  atteution.  to  a publication 
in  the  last  Patriot  with  reference  to  the  movements  of  troops.  -The 
writer  is  evidently  in  your  command.  Is  the  statement  that  Major 
King  is  en  route  to  Little  Eock  correct  % 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — I wish  you  to  keep  your  troops  as  much  together  as  possible, 
with  a view  to  the  rapid  concentration  of  all  the  troops  under  my  com- 
mand. Should  Bankhead  come  up,  I propose  crossing  the  Arkansajs,- 
should  the  force  in  Northwestern  Arkansas  not  be  too  large. 


On  Courier  Line,  August  22,  1863. 
[Brigadier-General  Marmaduke  :] 

General  : Colonel  Gordon  has  taken  up  the  line  of  march  for  Browns- 
ville. The  Federals  drove  in  his  pickets  again  this  morning.  He  is 
going  to  Brownsville  by  by-roads. 

The  enemy  are  moving  toward  Brownsville;  they  are  already  ahead 
of  him  (Colonel  Gordon) ; there  are  three  brigades  of  them,  two  of  cav- 
alry and  one  of  infantry.  Colonel  advised  me  to  break  up  this  line  of 
couriers  and  re- establish  it  on  the  Des  Arc  and  Brownsville  road.  The 
Eederals  have  a very  large  train,  supi)osed  to  be  between  500  and  600 
wagons. 

General,  I will  report  to  you  in  person  to-night,  or  as  soon  as  possible. 

W.  T.  McCUTCHAN, 
Lieutenant  in  Charge  of  Courier  Line. 


Headquarters  District  of  Texas, 

Galveston,  August  22,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Bankhead, 

Commanding  Northern  Sub-District  of  Texas  : 

General  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  write  you 
and  say  that  you  will  move 'at  once  with  what  force  you  have  to  the 
assistance  of  Brigadier-General  Steele.  You  will,  if  you  can  do  so,  drive 
the  Indians  from  the  border  as  you  go,  and  if  not  able  to  do  so  (and  it 
is  feared  you  will  not),  you  will  proceed  with  dispatch  to  comply  with 
the  above  order. 

Orders  will  be  issued  Gould^s  regiment,  in  place  of  Terrell’s,  to  proceed 
by  forced  marches,  as  quickly  as  they  can  get  their  horses  ready,  to  join 
you.  This  change  was  rendered  necessary  from  the  fact  that  a portion 
of  Terrell’s  regiment  had  to  be  ordered  to  this  point  to  quell  a spirit  of 
mutiny  that  had  manifested  itself,  which  I add,  for  your  information,  is 
entirely  subdued.  One  battery,  Cat)t.  Jones’  company  of  light  artil- 
lery, is  also  ordered  to  report  to  you.  The  general  commanding  thinks 
that  these  troops  will  be  all  that  he  can  possibly  spare  you  trom  the 
forces  under  his  command,  already  rendered  too  weak  to  guard  properly 
the  extensive  coast  and  frontier  under  his  command. 

I am,  general,  vours,  respectfully,  &c.. 

W.  T.  CAEEINGTOX, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Shreveport,  La.,  August  23,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price, 

Commanding j do..  Little  BocTc : 

General  : l^our  telegram  just  received.  General  Smith  has  not  re- 
turned from  Marshall.  1 have  forwarded  your  dispatch  to  him.  I would 
suggest  that  when  the  enemy  approaches  so  near  as  to  leave  no  doubt 
of  his  designs  on  Little  Rock,  and  you  are  obliged  to  fall  back,  that  you 
remove  the  sick  first,  and  then  the  commissary,  ordnance,  and  quarter- 
master’s stores,  destroying  everything  you  are  obliged  to  leave  behind 
that  can  be  of  any  use  to  the  enemy.  There  should  be  no  doubt  of  the 
enemy’s  movements. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDERSOK, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Headquarters, 
Brownsville^  August  23,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke, 

In  the  Field  : 

General  : Yours  this  date  just  received.  I inclose  instructions  for 
you,*  a copy  of  which  has  been  previously  sent  you  by  courier  from  these 
headquarters.  As  to  the  enemy,  they  advanced  in  heavy  force  on  yes- 
terday, with  wagon  train,  far  in  this  direction,  and  their  march  continued 
into  the  night.  I am  now  trying  to  ascertain  his  whereabouts  and  his 
movements.  It  is  reported  to  me  by  my  advance  to  have  been  all  of 
Davidson’s  command. 

My  command  is  here.  Any  positive  information  received  by  me  will 
be  furnished  you  if  you  will  keep  your  courier  line  up  or  keep  me  in- 
formed of  your  position. 

Be  pleased  if  you  will  reciprocate. 

I am,  general,  yours,  respectfullv, 

L.  M.  WALKER, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

August  23,  1863. 

Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead: 

Major  : I propose  to  move  Clark’s  brigade  to  Redoubt  Ko.  1,  because 
the  position  he  now  occupies  is  covered  by  the  troops  in  front  of  Bayou 
Meto,  while  the  road  by  Shoal  Ford  [Shallow  Ford]  is  entirely  unguarded, 
unless  our  cavalry  now  occupy  it  in  sufficient  force,  of  v^hich  I have  re- 
ceived no  notice.  While  the  fords  and  crossings  of  the  river  below  are 
unguarded,  I do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  recommend  Tappan’s  brigade  to 
be  ordered  to  this  side  of  the  river.  I have  ordered  the  advance  bri- 
gades to  fall  back  to  the  rifle-pits  (which,  in  their  incomplete  condition, 
are  hardly  worthy  of  the  name),  and  have  directed  Colonel  Clark  to 
move  to  Redoubt  Flo.  1;  and  if  General  Tappan  should  be  ordered  over, 
Clark  can  very  readily  be  advanced  to  Mount  Gallant  or  Redoubt  Yo.  3. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  M.  FROST, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Division. 


Not  found. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Bockj  August  23,  1863. 

Eespectfully  returned  to  Brigadier- General  Frost,  who  will  make  such 
disposition  of  the  troops  as  he  may  think  best. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Price  : 

THOS.  L.  SNEAD, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  Sub-District,  Army  of  Texas, 

Camp  Banlihead^  August  23,  1863. 

Gapt.  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  major- 
general  commanding,  that  Gurley’s  regiment,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
[N.  W.]  Battle,  moved  forward  to-.day  for  Boggy  Depot.  Krumbhaar’s 
battery  follows  to-morrow,  and  Hardeman  the  next  day.  The  scarcity 
of  water  requires  that  I should  move  up  by  detachments,  as  there  is  but 
little  water  within  37  miles  of  this  place,  and  not  enough  for  my  entire 
command  at  any  one  point.  I shall  halt  at  Boggy  Deiiot  until  I hear 
from  General  Steele,  as  I will  not  leave  the  Fort  Gibson  road  open  until 
I am  ordered  to  do  so,  because  the  consequences  would  be  visited  on 
the  major-general,  and  I believe  he  relies  on  my  judgment  to  avoid  any 
sharp  criticisms  or  military  disasters.  If  this  section  of  country  should 
be  raided  over  because  the  Fort  Gibson  road  was  left  open,  the  whole 
country  would  rise  in  condemnation  of  the  order  which  moved  my  com- 
mand from  a salient  position. 

I will  be  enabled  to  support  General  Steele  with  an  effective  total  of 
about  1,200.  This  includes  [Daniel]  ShowaltePs  and  [James]  Bourland’s 
commands.  I have  been  compelled,  however,  to  arm  them  with  some  of 
the  guns  intended  for  Colonel  Terrell,  and  will  not  be  able  to  send  back 
more  than  three  hundred  stand  of  arms.  This  need  cause  no  disappoint- 
ment, as  the  Texas-made  guns  are  so  indifferent  that  I would  not  use  them 
if  I had  shot-guns  or  the  ordinary  hunting  rifle.  But  many  of  Bourland^s 
command,  and  all  of  Showalter’s,  are  without  arms,  and  I was  compelled 
to  take  this  poor  apology  for  a weapon  or  leave  these  troops  behind.  I 
should  have  left  here  to-day  with  the  advance,  but  the  ordnance  supplies 
will  only  reach  here  to-morrow,  and  I preferred  to  see  to  their  proper 
distribution  myself.  I have  had  great  difficulties  in  getting  up  my  trans- 
portation. I could  not  move  without  my  own  supplies,  as,  by  some 
strange  mismanagement,  there  were  only  rations  to  the  1st  proximo  in 
the  Indian  Department.  I was,  therefore,  compelled  to  send  forward 
some  supplies  to  General  Steele  before  I took  any  for  my  own  command. 
I cannot  give  you  a proper  appreciation  of  the  difficulties  I have  sought 
to  overcome.  I have  labored  incessantly,  night  and  day,  since  the  re- 
ception of  the  order  to  move,  and  no  earlier  advance  was  within  the 
reach  of  possibility,  unless  I threw  my  troops  into  a destitute  country, 
without  supplies  for  their  maintenance.  Superadded  to  all  my  other 
troubles,  the  sickness  of  Captain  Burke  has  kept  me  without  the  serv- 
ices of  a ranking  quartermaster  until  the  last  two  or  three  days.  I 
have  been  sorely  perplexed  to  find  a proper  person  to  whom  I could  turn 
over  the  command  of  the  sub-district  during  my  absence.  Having  great 
confidence  in  the  sound  judgment  of  Col.  Samuel  A.  Koberts,  and  as  I 
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have  sought  his  advice  upon  nearly  all  subjects  of  a civil  character  per- 
taiuing  to  my  administration,  and  thus  familiarized  him  with  the  policy 
adopted  by  me  and  approved  by  the  major-general,  I have  asked  and 
received  his  consent  to  take  the  command  of  this  sub-district  until  the 
jdeasure  of  the  major-general  could  be  made  known.  He  has  been  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  a camp  of  instruction  at  Tyler,  by  Lieutenant- 
General  Smith;  but  I suggest  that  Colonel  Eoberts  can  render  very 
valuable  services  if  commanding  the  sub-district.  He  is  an  old  citizen 
of  the  State,  has  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  is  familiar  with  the 
resources  of  this  portion  of  the  State.  If  consistent  with  the  interests 
of  the  service,  I urge  that  Colonel  Eoberts  may  remain  in  command  of 
this  sub-district,  with  his  headquarters  at  Bonham. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

SMITH  P.  BANKHEAD, 

Acting  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

No.  14.  f Camp  3Iartin  Green,  August  23, 1863. 

The  different  brigades  of  this  division  will  be  at  once  put  in  motion 
in  the  direction  of  Little  Eock,  and  will  take  position  in  front  of  the 
town.  Brigade  commanders  as  they  arrive  will  report  in  person  at  these 
headquarters  for  specific  instructions. 

* 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Frost: 

L.  A.  MACLEAN, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry, 

August  25,  1863. 


Brigadier-General  Marmaduke, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : I have  received  from  district  headquarters  the  following: 


' The  general  does  not  approve  the  proposed  movement  at  this  time. 

You  will  continue  to  make  preparations  to  receive  the  enemy  here  to 
the  best  advantage.  The  right  brigade  of  your  division  will  be  consid- 
ered as  having  the  railway  station,  &c.,  especially  in  charge,  and  must 
advance  pickets  to  the  front  on  railroad  and  wagon  road  leading  to  the 
front,  near  the  railroad.  You  will  find  Dobbin’s  brigade  about  7 miles 
south  of  you,  and  on  lower  Pine  Bluff  road,  which  is  the  route  for  your 
courier  line  to  that  brigade. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

L.  M.  WALKEE, 
Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 

[P.  S.] — I will  be  absent  from  these  headquarters  this  forenoon,  exam- 
ining roads,  &c. 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

August  25,  1863. 


Major  Snead,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  : A constant  artillery  fire  is  now  being  distinctly  heard  in  the 
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directiou  of  Brownsville,  and  from  its  distinctness  may  not  be  more  dis- 
tant than  near  Bayou  Meto.  I suppose  you  have  heard  it  already. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  M.  FROST, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Eock,  August  25,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Frost, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : Make  the  necessary  dispositions  for  a battle.  Have  the 
negroes  sent  back  to  this  side  of  the  river  in  time.  Put  a strong  guard 
at  the  bridge  and  boats  until  Tappan  can  relieve  it.  The  general  will, 
start  to  the  front  soon. 

Yours, 

THOS.  L.  SNEAD, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


. [Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department,] 

Shreveport^  La.,  August  26, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price, 

Little  Eock,  Ark.  : 

General  [William]  Steele  has  been  re  enforced  by  General  Bankhead’s 
brigade.  He  should  not  fall  back  unless  compelled.  His  line  of  retreat 
depends  upon  your  movements  j if  not  required  in  any  other  direction, 
it  should  be  toward  Bonham,  in  order  to  cover  Northern  Texas. 

W.  R.  BOGGS, 

Brigadier-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La,.,  August  26, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Richard  Taylor, 

Comdg.  District  of  Western  Louisiana,  Alexandria,  La. : 
General  : By  direction  of  Lieutenant-General  Smith,  I inclose  here- 
with a copy  of  a dispatch  just  received.*  He  also  directs  me  to  say 
General  Price  is  engaged  with  a superior  force  of  the  enemy  near  Little 
Rock,  and  disposition  to  meet  this  force  will  be  made  by  you  with  your 
command. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  August  26,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Richard  Taylor, 

Comdg.  District  of  Western  Louisiana,  Alexandria,  La. : 

General  : By  telegram  from  General  Price,  information  has  been 
received  that  the  enemy  is  advancing  in  force  upon  Little  Rock.  Yes- 


Not  found. 
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terday  the  outposts  were  engaged  on  Bayou  Meto,  12  miles  from  Little 
Rock.  Lieutenant-General  Smith  directs  that  hoars  be  kept  in  readi- 
ness to  move  Walker’s  division,  if  required,  to  this  point. 

I remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

No.  202.  ) Biclimondj  August  26,  1863. 

#*%**#* 

XV.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  F.  Drayton,  Provisional  Army  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and 
report  to  Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes  for  assignment  to  duty. 

# * * # # * # 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  38.  j Shreveport,  La.,  August  26,  1863. 

In  accordance  with  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  a general  par- 
don and  amnesty  is  hereby  granted  to  all  officers  and  soldiers  now  absent 
without  leave  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  who  will  return  to 
duty  by  the  30th  day  of  September  proximo. 

Officers  and  enlisted  men  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  whose 
commands  are  east  of  the  Mississipi)i  River  will,  under  this  amnesty, 
report  as  follows,  viz  : Those  from  Arkansas,  at  the  camp  of  instruction 
at  Washington,  and  district  headquarters ; from  Texas,  at  Bonham  and 
Houston  5 from  Louisiana,  at  Shreveport  and  district  headquarters ; and 
will  be  permitted  to  attach  themselves  temporarily  to  any  regiment  of 
tlieir  own  corps  now  serving  in  this  department. 

This  amnesty  and  pardon  shall  also  extend  to  all  who  have  been  con- 
victed and  are  undergoing  sentence  for  absence  without  leave  or  deser- 
tion, excepting  only  those  who  have  been  twice  convicted  thereof. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith: 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  on  East  Boggy,  near  AlecJc  McKinnefs,  [August  27,  1863.] 
Capt.  W.  H.  Wooten: 

Captain  ; I inclose  herewith  three  very  important  orders,*  which  you 
will  please  address  and  transmit,  without  a moment’s  delay,  to  the  offi- 
cers in  General  Bankhead’s  brigade  who  may  be  commanding  trooiis 
or  artillery  separately.  Should  General  Bankhead  be  at  Boggy  or  at 
one  of  the  nearest  camps,  you  will  deliver  the  whole  package  to  him.  I 
leave  one  of  the  orders  open,  so  that  you  may  see  its  important  character. 
It  is  rumored  that  the  Creeks  are  eyi  route  for  Boggy  Depot  by  another 
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road.  If  sucli  should  prove  to  be  the  case,  convey  an  order  to  them  from 
General  Steele  to  join  General  Cooper  at  once,  on  the  Perryville  road. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  on  East  Boggy ^ August  27,  18G3. 

Actg.  Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Bankhead  and  other  commanders : 

Sir:  I am  directed  by  General  Steele  to  say  that  you  will  move  with 
all  the  troops  under  your  command  to  the  Middle  Boggy,  with  all  pos- 
sible dispatch.  The  enemy  is  advancing.  Should  he  continue,  a battle 
will  be  inevitable.  It  may  occur  within  twenty-four  hours. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brio.,  First  Div.,  Army  of  Texas, 

Camp  Bankhead,  August  27,  18G3 — 8 p.  m. 

Capt.  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  latest  dispatch  from  Gen- 
eral Steele,  written  at  7 p.  m.  last  night.  Nearly  all  my  command  is 
already  at  Blue  Eiver,  a few  miles  this  side  of  Boggy  Depot.  I shall 
march  all  night,  and  be  with  General  Steele  in  twenty-four  hours.  My 
troops  will  be  comparatively  fresh.  You  will  see  the  importance  of  hur- 
rying forward  ail  and  any  re-enforcjements  the  major-general  can  spare. 
I have,  Gurley  and  Hardeman  and  four  companies  of  Bourland’s  and 
Krumbhaar’s  battery,  not  exceeding  in  all  800  men.  I shall  eudeavor 
to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  and  will  take  up  all  the  intrenching  tools 
I can  obtain. 

I have  the  honor  to  be;  very  respectfully, 

SMITH  P.  BANKHEAD, 

Acting  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[luclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  near  Perryville,  August  2G,  1863. 

[Generals.  P.  Bankhead:] 

General  : I received  to-day  your  letter  with  the  welcome  informa- 
tion that  you  were  coming  this  way.  I am  falling  back  before  a much 
superior  force  of  the  enemy.  If  your  men  were  here,  they  could  be 
gratified  in  their  desire  to  be  under  fire,  with  but  little  delay.  I be- 
lieve the  enemy’s  desire  to  have  been  to  crush  out 'this  part  of  our  force, 
and  to  turn  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Smith,  Ark.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  he  will  dare  to  expose  Fort  Gibson  by  a move  upon  Fort  Smith. 
I am  anxious  that  your  force  should  join  me  on  this  road  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, to  advance  upon  Fort  Gibson  or  to  pass  by  a by-road  on  to  the 
Boggy  and  Fort  Smith  roads,  as  may  be  advisable.  Should  the  Fed- 
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erals  still  continue  to  follow,  I shall  fall  back  still  farther.  My  rear 
^uard  has  been  engaged  to-day.  With  what  force  he  is  following,  I 
have  not  yet  learned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 

7 p.  M. — The  Federal  cavalry  is  still  harassing  usj  and  the  artillery 
and  infantry  reported  not  far  behind.  Hurry  up. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

• August  27,  [1863] — 6.30  p.  m.  ’ 
This  command  will  fall  back  as  soon  as  it  is  dark.  General  Marma- 
duke  will  move  his  command  to  the  Eoberson  place,  miles  from  Bayou 
Meto,  on  Military  road.  He  will  leave  with  Colonel  Dobbin,  who  will 
form  the  rear  guard,  the  two  pieces  of  light  artillery. 

By  command  of  Brigadier- General  Walker: 

J.  C.  ALEXANDEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  August  28,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

General  : I am  directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Smith  to  inform  you 
that  four  columns  of  the  enemy  are  advancing  into  this  department — 
one  from  the  north,  into  the  Indian  Territory;  one  from  Helena,  about 
20,000  strong,  upon  Little  Eock ; one  from  Vicksburg,  about  10,000, 
upon  Monroe,  and  one  from  Natchez,*  upon  Harrisonburg.  When  last 
heard  from,  the  enemy  were  at  Bayou  Meto,  12  miles  from  LittleEock. 
Monroe  is  believed  to  be  already  in  their  possession.  The  lieutenant- 
general  commanding  also  anticipates,  from  information  received,  that 
Banks  will  mov^e  upon  Lower  Louisiana.  There  is  no  force  sufficient 
to  oppose  the  enemy’s  advance,  and  he  will  probably  reach  the  Eed 
Eiver.  You  are  directed  to  hasten  the  completion  of  the  organization 
of  the  State  troops,  and  to  concentrate  all  your  available  force  near  the 
Eed  Eiver.  You  will  call  into  service  all  organized  companies  of  min- 
ute men.  You  will  remove  your  headquarters  to  some  point  near  the 
troops,  and  personally  supervise  their  movements.  No  time  should  be 
lost  in  perfecting  these  arrangements.  The  new  troops  should  be  made 
available  as  rapidly  as  possible.  It  would  be  disastrous  should  we  be 
compelled  to  fall  back  beyond  the  line  of  Eed  Eiver. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  BOGGS, 

Brigadier -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

August  28,  1863. 

General  : I am  instructed  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding  to 
inform  you  that  the  enemy  commenced  crossing  Bayou  Meto,  below 
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Genera]  Walker,  at  5 p.  m.,  and  that  the  latter  is  falling  back.  You 
will  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  fall  into  line  of  battle  at  any  moment. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  SEAY, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
(To  Generals  McEae,  Parsons,  Fagan,  and  Colonel  Clark.) 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Pricers  Division, 

August  28,  1863. 

The  enemy  having  crossed  the  Bayou'Meto  at  the  Shallow  Ford,  the 
brigadier-general  commanding  division  deems  it  advisable  for  you  to 
strengthen  your  line  of  skirmishers  and  pickets. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[L.  A.]  MACLEAN, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(To  Generals  Parsons  and  Fagan  and  Colonel  Clark.) 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.,  August  30,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price, 

Little  L/Oclc,  ^A^rTc.! 

1 am  directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Smith  to  say  eight  regiments  of 
the  enemy,  it  is  believed,  occuiiy  Monroe.  General  Taylor  has  full  in- 
formation of  their  movements,  and  will  make  dispositions  accordingly. 
Some  time  since  a brigade  of  cavalry  was  ordered  from  his  command  to 
this' place.  On  their  arrival  they  will  be  sent  forward  to  cover  Camden. 
In  mean  while  use  all  disposable  transportation  at  your  command  to 
remove  the  stores  from  thence  to  Washington  ana  Arkadelphia.  The 
simultaneous  movement  of  the  enemy  from  different  directions  and 
General  Smith’s  ill  health  detain  him  here. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDEESON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Bonham,  August  30,  1863. 

Maj.  G.  M.  Bryan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Trans-Mississippi  Department: 

My  Dear  Sir  ; I avail  myself  of  the  understanding  between  us 
when  I left  Marshall  that  I should  write  you  in  the  event  of  the  occur- 
rence of  anything  new  in  the  Indian  Territory. 

I have  only  arrived  here  this  moment,  and  find,  as  I feared,  that  Gen- 
eral Steele  is  being  pushed  rapidly  down  the  country.  He  is  now  only 
about  60  miles  from  Eed  Eiver  (at  East  Boggy),  or  rather  he  was  at  the 
point  indicated  on  the  28th  instant.  General  Bankhead  had  not  reached 
him  j he  must,  however,  be  very  near  him.  General  Steele  had  been 
compelled  soon  after  I left  camxi  to  send  Cabell’s  brigade  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Fort  Smith,  to  avoid  the  contagion  of  demoralization.  I have 
seen  letters  from  General  Steele  as  late  as  the  28th  instant.  I think  from 
their  tenor  he  will  make  a stand  as  soon  as  General  Bankhead  joins  him  j 
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lie  will  do  so,  however,  under  serious  disadvantages,  I fear.  If  General 
Smith  has  gone  to  Little  Rock,  and  should  inaugurate  a movement  in 
the  rear  of  the  enemy  pursuing  Steele,  Blunt  and  his  entire  force  can 
soon  be  “ done  for.”  There  is  a very  excited  state  of  feeling  in  this 
section,  people  fearing  that  General  Steele  will  be  forced  to  come  to 
Red  River.  General  Steele  writes  that  the  enemy  are  burning  every- 
thing as  they  come.  This  induces  the  belief  on  my  part  that  they  do 
not  iiitend  advancing  much  farther.  I may  be  mistaken.  I go  forward 
immediately,  and  will  give  you  a correct  version  of  matters  on  my  ar- 
rival. General  Steele  says  the  ammunition  he  has  is  tending  much  to 
the  demoralization  of  the  command.  Should  the  enemy  reach  here 
they  will  be  welcomed  by  many.  The  rottenness  pervading  the  popu- 
lation staggers  belief.  I write  in  great  haste. 

Truly, 

J.  F.  CROSBY. 

P.  S. — General  Steele  writes  that  he  has  been  skirmishing  with  the 
enemy  for  several  days.  Several  Yankees  have  been  killed.  Our  loss 
so  far  very  slight. 


Headquarters  Indian  Territory, 

Cam])  on  Middle  Boggy ^ C.  -Y.,  August  30,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  R.  Boggs, 

Chief  of  Staffs  Trans-Mississi'ppi  Department : 

General  : The  uncertainty  and  delay  in  communicating  to  the  dis- 
trict headquarters  at  Little  Rock  induces  me  to  address  you  direct,  to 
furnish  you  with  information  already  transmitted  to  General  Price. 

On  the  22d  instant  the  enemy,  who  had  been  recently  re-enforced, 
crossed  the  Arkansas  River  with  a force  of  about  6,000  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry, with  eight  pieces  of  artillery.  Not  having  a force  to  resist  with 
any  prospect  of  success,  I commenced  falling  back  in  the  direction  of 
Perryville,  on  the  Texas  road.  My  command'  had  been  encamped  at 
points  some  miles  distant,  in  consequence  of  being  obliged  to  subsist 
the  animals  entirely  upon  grass.  Moving  in  the  direction  indicated 
would  enable  all  to  join  at  Perryville,  if  not  sooner,  and  finally  to  avail 
myself  of  General  Bankhead’s  force,  which  was  reported  as  being  on  the 
way,  and  also  to  prevent  a movement  upon  Fort  Smith  without  uncov- 
ering Fort  Gibson.  The  Federals  followed  persistently  until  the  night 
of  the  26th  instant,  when,  having  forced  me  beyond  Perryville,  where 
there  was  no  water  for  20  miles  nor  grass  for  16  miles  farther,  he  dis- 
continued the  xiursiiit.  The  Greeks  have  not  joined  me.  Col.  Stand 
Watie,  who  was  absent  on  a scout  on  the  Arkansas  River,  has  not  yet 
joined,  though  he  has  been  heard  from.  Several  companies  of  Choctaws 
who  were  at  points  on  the  Arkansas  River  have  not  joined,  and,  as  is 
common  with  such  irregular  troops,  a retrograde  movement  has  caused 
the  loss  of  many  others. 

General  Bankhead  has  now  joined  me,  with  about  1,000  well-armed 
men,  and  a forward  movement  will  be' made,  as  soon  as  the  train  arrives 
(by  September  1),  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Smith,  to  give  assistance  to 
General  Cabell,  who,  I fear,  will  be  the  next  object  of  the  enemy.  The 
whole  force  at  my  disposal,  including  the  addition  brought. by  General 
Bankhead,  will  not  reach  the  strength  of  the  opposing  forces. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Headquarters  in  the  Field, 

August  30,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell: 

General  : I shall  send  my  mail  through  Texas  to  Little  Kock.  I send 
you  a verbal  message  by  the  bearer. 

Eespectfully, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Memorandum  of  message  transmitted  hy  courier  to  General  Cahell. 

General  Bankhead’s  forces  are  most  of  them  now  here.  His  wagons 
have  not  arrived.  His  strength  is  not  more  than  1,000,  but  well  armed 
and  mounted,  with  prairie  howitzer  battery.  General  Cooper’s  com- 
mand is  much  broken  down.  Scarcely  any  Cherokees  here.  Creeks 
not  here.  Several  companies  of  Choctaws  who  were  on  the  Arkansas 
Kiver  have  not  joined.  Collect  all  you  can  of  them.  As  soon  as  pos- 
sible I will  push  forward  Bankhead  to  your  assistance,  and,  with 
Cooper’s,  if  there  is  any  of  it  left  that  can  move,  will  move  forward. 


Headquarters  District  of  Texas,  &c., 

Houston,  August  30,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Bankhead, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  reply  to 
your  last  communications  in  reference  to  the  movements  of  your  com- 
mand, ordnance  stores,  &c.,  and  say  you  will  at  once  move  forward. 
Send  courier  ahead  by  both  the  Fort  Smith  and  Fort  Gibson  roads,  and 
receive  from  General  Steele  such  directions  as  may  be  necessary  to  regu- 
late your  movements.  Of  course,  at  this  distance  it  is  almost  impossi- 
ble to  give  such  orders  as  would  properly  direct  you. 

By  orders  received  from  Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 
Brigadier-General  McCulloch  has  been  ordered  to  the  command  of  the 
Northern  Sub-District  of  Texas,  and  will  leave  in  a few  days  for  Bonham. 

The  commanding  general  does  not  know  what  you  mean  by  asking  to 
have  your  ordnance  stores  forwarded.  Orders  were  given  some  time 
since  to  fill  your  requisition  and  have  the  stores  forwarded  with  all  dis- 
patch, and  hopes  they  have  reached  you  before  this. 

Yours,  &c., 


W.  T.  CAEEINGTON, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rode,  August  31,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Walker, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  you  to  establish 
your  headquarters  on  the  south  side  of  the  Arkansas  Elver,  between 
Little  Eock  and  Pine  Bluff,  and  to  resume  command  of  Carter’s  bri- 
gade, together  with  all  the  squadrons  and  companies  which  have  been 
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attached  to  that  brigade  or  which  may  be  near  Pine  Bluff,  South  Bend, 
or  Gaines’  Landing.  He  charges  you  particularly  with  the  duty  of 
guarding  the  crossings  of  the  Arkansas,  and  watching  any  advance  of 
the  enemy  in  this  direction  by  any  of  the  approaches  south  of  the  Mem- 
phis and  Little  Eock  Railroad.  He  wishes  you  to  establish  communica- 
tion with  Brigadier-General  Marmaduke,  who  has  been  charged  with  the 
protection  of  the  railroad  and  of  all  approaches  to  the  north  and  west 
of  it.  A copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  him  are  inclosed  for  your 
information.*  You  will  relieve  Jeffers’  regiment,  now  stationed  near 
Terry’s  Ferry,  with  a detail  from  your  own  brigade. 

Tlie  headquarters  of  Major  [0.  L.]  Morgan,  commanding  Carter’s  bri- 
gade, are  at  Pine  Bluff;  those  of  Captain  [L.  J.]  Wilson,  commanding 
Carter’s  regiment,  are  at  Judge  Yell’s,  about  20  miles  below  Little  Rock. 

As  soon  as  you  shall  have  moved  your  headquarters  as  herein 
directed,  you  will  please  communicate  the  fact  to  the  major-general 
commanding. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  L.  SNEAD, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  on  Middle  Boggy,  C.  -Y.,  August  31,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Bankhead,  Commanding  Brigade: 

General  : You  .will  proceed  with'  your  command  in  the  direction  of 
Fort  Smith,  with  a view  to  re-enforce  Brigadier- General  Cabell,  should 
he  be  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy. 

Should  there  be  no  reason  to  suppose  that  General  Cabell  is  in  want 
of  assistance,  you  will  encamp  on  Gaines’  Creek,  and  await  further 
orders,  putting  yourself  in  communication  with  General  Cabell,  who 
will  be  found  at  McLane’s  crossing  of  the  Poteau,  or  he  will  have 
fallen  back  on  the  Towson  road,  with  a view  of  crossing  on  to  the  road 
from  Riddle’s.  You  will  take  with  you  ten  days’  rations,  and  your  sup- 
])ly  train  will  follow  more  leisurely  with  ten  more.  Should  you  learn 
that  General  Cabell  is  in  need  of  assistance,  you  will  move  to  his  aid 
with  rapidity. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Steele  : 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  40.  1 Shreveport,  La.,  August  31,  1863. 

General  Orders,  No.  36,  current  series,  from  department  headquarters, 
is  intended  to  embrace  all  officers  and  enlisted  men  in  this  department 
who  were  paroled  at  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  and  is  hereby  ex- 
tended to  embrace  all  officers  and  enlisted  men  on  parole  as  prisoners 
of  war  within  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Not  found. 
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Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.,  September  1,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Cooper,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  August  14.* 

I am  sorry  to  see  that  you  regard  yourself  as  having  submitted  to 
wrongs.  You  possess  the  high  opinion  and  respect  of  your  superiors, 
who  have  represented  you  to  me  as  a man  of  ability  and  patriotism. 
Your  jiatriotism  is  evidenced  by  your  continuing  to  serve  under  an 
officer  whom  you  believe  to  be  your  junior  in  rank,  and  I trust  that 
you  will  remain  in  your  present  command  until  the  question  of  rank 
can  be  definitely  and  officially  settled.  Your  influence  with  the  Indian 
troops,  whose  confidence  I believe  you  possess  to  a greater  degree  than 
any  other  person,  makes  it  imperatively  necessary  for  the  interests  of 
the  Government  that  you  should  remain  as  their  commander.  The 
character  of  the  struggle  and  your  sense  of  duty  as  a patriotic  citizen 
will,  I trust,  reconcile  you  to  your  present  position  until  the  question  of 
rank  can  be  settled  by  the  proper  authority,  and  that  you  will  give 
Brigadier- General  Steele  your  hearty  co-operation  and  support  in  the 
difficult  and  arduous  command  with  which  he  is  now  intrusted. 

You  will  forward  me  a copy  of  your  axjpointment  as  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral, if  you  have  it.  If  not,  you  must  obtain  a copy  of  it  from  Eich- 
mond,  when  the  question  of  rank  will  be  decided,  and  the  senior  placed 
in  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIKBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  on  Middle  Boggy,  C,  JY,  September  1,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell,  Commanding,  dc. : 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  28th  received  this  morning.  Your 
position  on  Poteau  fulfills  all  the  required  conditions,  the  object  being 
that  you  should  not  be  shut  up  in  Fort  Smith,  nor  forced  toward  Little 
Eock.  General  Bankhead  left  this  morning  with  his  brigade,  going  in 
your  direction.  He  will  go  no  farther  than  Gaines’  Creek,  unless  there 
should  be,  by  the  time  he  gets  there,  a necessity  for  his  going  farther  to 
your  assistance.  Communicate  with  him.  We  have  no  news  here  as 
late  as  that  you  sent. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-General. 


Hdqrs.  Departivient  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

September  1,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper: 

General  : I have  to-day  received  information  that  the  battery  prom- 
ised  for  Captain  Howell  consists  of  two  6-pounder  guns  and  two  12- 
pounder  howitzers,  without  caissons.  These  guns  will  not  be  in  readi- 
ness before  the  15th  instant.  I wish  Captain  Howell  with  his  whole 
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company  temporarily  detached,  to  take  post  at  Washita,  for  the  purpose 
of  htting  up  such  temporary  caissons  as  he  may  be  able  to  improvise 
by  the  time  the  guns  are  in  readiness.  I wish  him  to  have  every  lati- 
tude to  go  wherever  it  may  be  necessary  for  material,  leaving  much 
to  his  discretion,  in  which  I have  great  confidence. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Morton,  September  2, 1863. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : I have  just  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo. 
Major-General  Taylor  and  myself  attempted  to  establish  a regular  com- 
munication between  this  and  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  by  lines 
of  couriers  meeting  at  Eodney ; but  before  the  arrangement  had  been 
completed  the  enemy’s  gunboats  took  possession  of  the  ferry,  which 
they  still  hold.  It  will  be  impossible  for  ns  to  use  any  ferry  long,  as 
the  enemy  soon  obtains  information  which  enables  him  by  his  vessels  of 
war  to  find  and  destroy  our  ferry-boats.  I will  endeavor,  however,  to 
arrange  with  Lieutenant-General  Smith  lines  of  couriers,  meeting  at  some 
ferry  of  the  Mississippi  j another  point  to  be  agreed  upon  for  the  next 
crossing  place  when  the  Federal  gunboats  may  have  taken  possession 
of  the  first.  In  the  mean  time  we  can  easily  transmit  by  special  mes- 
sengers letters  or  other  light  packages  which  you  may  desire  to  send 
beyond  the  river. 

As  to  interrupting  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  by  transports  and 
merchant  vessels,  there  is  but  one  difficulty,  that  of  taking  the  requisite 
force  of  cavalry  from  the  service  upon  which  it  is  now  engaged,  the  de- 
fense of  an  extensive  frontier  and  lines  of  railroad.  I think  that  another 
brigade  of  cavalry  would  enable  us  to  make  that  navigation  too  danger- 
ous to  be  attempted  by  merchant  vessels.  We  will,  however,  harass  it 
as  much  as  practicable.  The  part  of  the  river  upon  whieh  we  can  operate 
best  for  that  object  is  between  Grand  Gulf  and  Natchez. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La..,  September  3,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Eichard  Taylor: 

General  : I have  th«  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  1st  instant.*  Since  my  return  from  Marshall  I have  been  con- 
fined to  my  room  with  an  inflamed  eye,  and  have  been  prohibited  giving 
that  personal  attention  to  business  that  I desired. 

It  has  not  been  my  intention  to  order  Walker’s  division  from  your 
command.  I desired  it  held  in  readiness,  that  little  delay  should  occur 
when  the  enemy’s  dispositions  necessitated  its  movement.  Major’s  bri- 
gade was  ordered  toward  the  Indian  country,  owing  to  the  critical  condi- 
tion of  our  afiairs  in  that  section.  Steele,  at  last  advices,  was  falling 
back  toward  lied  Eiver,  and  General  Magruder,  till  the  State  troops  are 
armed  and  organized,  can  forward  few  or  no  re-enforcements  to  his  sup- 
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port.  You  will  recollect  that  two  of  the  regiments  in  Major’s  command 
(Stone’s  and  Phillips’)  were  on  the  march  to  re-enforce  Steele  when  they 
were  ordered  to  yonr  support,  and  instructions  were  given  directing  their 
return  to  General  Steele  whenever  the  exigency  taking  them  to  Louisiana 
had  passed. 

The  disposition  of  your  command  looking  to  an  ultimate  concentra- 
tion on  Eed  Eiver  is  good.  You  know  I have  always  regarded  the  hold- 
ing of  the  valley  of  that  river  as  of  vital  importance  in  any  iilan  adojited 
for  the  defense  of  the  department  j it  is  the  enemy’s  true  line  of  opera- 
tions. In  my  interview  with  you  in  July  last,  in  Alexandria,  I explained 
the  importance  attached  by  me  to  the  line  of  the  Sabine  and  Eed 
Eivers;  that  steps  would  be  taken  for  increasing  its  strength  by  forti- 
fications at  important  points,  and  that  it  was  the  line  on  which,  when 
driven  back  by  overwhelmiug  numbers,  we  must  concentrate  and  meet 
the  enemy. 

The  difficulties  of  my  position  are  well  known  to  you — a vast  extent  of 
country  to  defeud  5 a force  utterly  inadequate  for  the  purpose;  a luke- 
warm people,  the  touchstone  to  whose  patriotism  seems  beyond  my 
grasp,  and  who  appear  more  intent  upon  the  means  of  evading  the  enemy 
and  saving  their  property  than  of  defending  their  firesides.  The  policy 
which  must  influence  me  in  ordering  the  movement  of  troops  or  in 
adopting  any  general  plan  of  operations  adds  in  a tenfold  degree  to 
these  difficulties ; it  is  not  only  as  a military  man,  but  as  a statesman 
that  they  have  to  be  considered.  The  President  impresses  it  upon  me, 
the  representative  and  the  leading  men  of  the  States  urge  it  upon  me, 
that  the  States  must  be  defended  ; that,  once  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
they  will  be  irretrievably  lost  to  the  Confederacy.  But  for  these  con- 
siderations, I would  long  since  have  followed  the  military  principle  of 
abandoning  a i)art  to  save  the  whole,  and,  concentrating  in  advance, 
been  ready  to  strike  decisively  and  boldly  when  the  campaign  would 
have  been  materially  influenced. 

I was  convinced,  from  my  own  observation,  that  the  withdrawal  of 
the  troops  and  the  abandonment  of  the  Arkansas  Yalley  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  defection  of  the  Arkansas  regiments.  The  Missourians 
might  be  relied  upon,  but  the  Indian  allies  are  in  the  same  category. 

By  bringing  up  the  State  troops  under  the  Governor’s  call,  I shall  en- 
deavor to  keep  back  the  enemy  on  that  line,  trusting  that,  when  we  are 
driven  back  by  overwhelming  forces,  the  men  will  remain  true  to  their 
colors.  Time  with  us  is  now  the  most  essential  element  of  success,  and 
our  policy  is  clearly  not  to.  engage  the  enemy  without  some  chance  of 
success,  but  to  draw  him  back  from  his  base,  weakening  his  column,  and 
enabling  us  to  strike  a decisive  blow.  Our  concentration  will  be  some- 
where in  the  valley  of  Eed  Eiver,  which  is  our  ultimate  line  of  defense, 
on  which  a stand  must  b^  made.  You  must  control  your  own  opera- 
tions in  your  district,  bearing  in  mind  what  I have  said  about  the  dis- 
position of  your  troops,  so  as  to  concentrate  on  Eed  Eiver,  and  remem- 
befing  I can  give  you  now  but  little  or  no  assistance  in  the  way  of  re- 
enforcements. Your  works  at  Grand  Ecore  and  below  should  be  pushed 
to  completion.  A small  inclosed  work,  capable  of  containing  a garrison 
of  not  over  300  or  400  men,  with  obstructions  under  the  guns  of  the 
fort,  has  been  with  me  the  only  practicable  and  feasible  defense  for  our 
small  rivers.  Strong  enough  to  resist  an  assault,  with  three  months’  sup- 
ply of  provisions,  it  will  compel  a resort  to  regular  approaches,  and 
arrest  the  enemy  sufficiently  long,  i)robably,  to  change  the  character 
of  the  campaign.  My  last  information  from  Little  Eock  reports  a sus- 
liension  of  the  enemy’s  operations  in  that  vicinity.  They  were  checked 
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at  Ba3  ou  Meto,  12  miles  from  Little  Eock,  and  have  retired  to  White 
Eiver.*  General  Price  has  9,000  effective  men,  and  feels  confident  of 
maintaining  his  position.  The  enemy’s  force  was,  I believe,  overesti- 
mated ; his  was  more  a reconnaissance  than  an  advance  with  the  pur* 
I)ose  of  permanent  occupation.’  He  will  wait  for  winter  and  high  water 
in  the  Arkansas. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.,  September  4,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price: 

General  : The  policy  of  our  enemy  in  arming  and  organizing  negro 
regiments  is  being  pushed  to  formidable  proportions.  Our  plantations 
are  made  his  recruiting  stations,  and,  unless  some  check  can  be  devised, 
a strong  and  powerful  force  will  be  formed,  which  will  receive  large  ad- 
ditions as  he  advances  on  our  territory.  More  than  1,000  recruits,  in 
some  cases  organized  on  the  plantations  and  forced  into  the  ranks,  were 
made  in  the  recent  raid  on  Monroe.  When  we  fall  back,  as  little  as  pos- 
sible should  be  left  for  the  enemy.  Able-bodied  male  negroes  and  trans- 
portation should  be  carried  back  in  advance  of  our  troops.  Facilities 
should  be  given,  and  our  friends  and  planters  instructed,  in  positions 
exposed  to  the  enemy,  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  department  commander 
that,  without  awaiting  his  approval,  they  remove  to  safe  localities  their 
able-bodied  slaves  and  transportation.  Every  sound  male  black  left 
for  the  enemy  becomes  a soldier,  whom  we  have  afterward  to  fight. 

This  is  a difficult  subject,  and  must  be  handled  cautiously,  but  I be- 
lieve it  will  be  wisdom  to  carry  out  the  above  policy  to  the  extent  of  our 
abilities. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  Major-General  Taylor.) 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  September  4,  1863. 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  conferred  upon  me  by  His  Excellency  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States,  you  are  appointed  tax  commis- 
sioner for  the  State  of  Arkansas,  with  powers  sufficient  to  carry  out  all 
the  provisions  of  the  late  tax  law  for  the  collection  of  the  money  tax. 
It  is  suggested  that  you  appoint  one  assessor  and  oue  collector  for  each 
county  not  occupied  by  the  enemy.  Where  satisfactory  arrangements 
can  be  made,  secure  the  services  of  the  State  assessor  and  sheriff  5 other- 
wise select  suitable  persons  (not  liable  to  conscription)  who  have  for- 
merly served  in  such  capacity.  Eequire  from  each  a proper  bond  and 
security,  conditioned  that  they  enter  upon  their  duties  at  once ; also 
that  they  make  monthly  returns,  and  that  the  collector  deposit  the 
funds  on  the  last  day  of  each  month  in  the  nearest  sub-treasury  of  the 
Government,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Confederate  States, 
and  forward  certificate  of  same. 


Note  on  Original. — They  were  estimated  15,000  strong,  under  General  Davidson. 


Chap.  XXXIY.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE. 


991 


You  will  prepare  and  cause  to  be  printed  schedules  exhibiting  the 
objects  of  taxation,  and  the  tax  imposed  on  each  object.  Notice  should 
be  given  in  the  various  newspapers  requiring  all  non-residents  to  make 
returns  by  the  1st  day  of  October.  You  will  make  your  own  returns 
monthly  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  his  authorized  agent. 

Your  compensation  and  that  of  your  assistants  will  be  as  prescribed 
by  law,  or  as  is  usual  for  such  service.  All  delinquents  will  be  reported 
promptly  to  these  headquarters,  with  the  reasons  which  may  be  assigned 
for  said  delinquency,  so  that  corrective  and  coercive  measures  may  be 
adopted  immediately. 

It  is  expected  that  you  will  enter  upon  the  duties  of  this  commission 
with  all  the  zeal  and  vigor  demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the  case.  A 
large  revenue,  it  is  confidently  believed,  will  flow  into  the  Treasury  as 
the  result  of  your  faithful  and  energetic  labors  in  carrying  out  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  with  the  execution  of  which  you  are  charged.  In 
our  present  isolation  from  the  General  Government  at  Eichmohd,  you 
may  contribute  largely  to  the  success  of  our  cause  by  gathering  in  from 
the  people  sufficient  amounts  of  money  to  carry  on  the  operations  of 
this  department,  and  relieve  the  Executive  of  much  apprehension  on 
the  score  of  a depleted  treasury  west  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver,  and,  by 
drawing  in  rapidly  the  currency,  its  redundancy  will  be  checked  and 
the  minds  of  the  many  relieved  as  to  its  declining  value. 

Thus  you  perceive  that  much  is  expected  at  your  hands,  and  it  is 
believed  that  all  will  be  accomplished  by  your  wise  and  judicious  man- 
agement of  the  trust  now  confided  in  you. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  be  prevented  from  making  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  the  settlement  of  your  assessment  rolls,  and 
you  will,  in  the  absence  of  any  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  des- 
ignated for  this  purpose,  send  duplicate  reports  to  these  headquarters. 
An  agent  of  the  Treasury  is  promised  from  Eichmond,  but  until  he 
arrives  1 wish  to  be  informed  of  your  operations. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  41.  j Shreveport,  La.,  September  4,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  L.  W.  O’Bannon,  quartermaster,  is  announced  as  chief  of 
bureau  of  the  quartermaster’s  department  in  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department.  All  returns  and  reports  required  by  the  Eegulations  of 
the  Army  to  be  made  to  the  chief  of  this  bureau  at  Eichmond,  Ya.,  will 
in  future  be  made  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  O’Bannon,  quartermaster,  at 
Shreveport,  La. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDEESON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Gerieral. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  Septeynher  4,  1863. 

To  the  people  of  Pulaski  County : 

The  country  demands  the  services  of  every  citizen  capable  of  bearing 
arms  or  ministering  to  the  wants  of  the  wounded.  The  enemy  threatens 
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Little  Lock  with  an  imposing  force.  Your  brave  deleuders  confront  him 
with  a fixed  determination  to  turn  him  back  in  confusion,  and  are  con- 
fident of  victory.  Upon  the  result  of  the  impending  battles  rest  in  great 
measure  the  fate  of  Arkansas,  the  inviolability  of  your  homes,  and  the 
honor  of  your  families. 

You  have  not  yet  known  the  utter  misery  of  being  overridden  by  a 
merciless  and  vindictive  foe,  and  either  driven  with  your  wives  and 
daughters  into  a homeless  exile  or  forced  to  crouch  in  servile  and  de- 
grading submission  at  the  feet  of  the  conqueror,  in  order  to  purchase  a 
fleeting  exemption  from  poverty  and  imprisonment  by  a base  surrender 
of  your  manhood  and  your  honor.  You  have  never  yet  been  compelled 
to  sue  for  protection  against  evils  like  these,  and  worse  than  these,  to 
men  who  command  armies  composed  largely  of  your  own  slaves. 

If  you  would  avoid  such  misery  and  degradation,  you  must  loiter  no 
longer  in  ease  and  safety,  but  rush  to  the  side  of  the  undaunted  men  who 
crowd  the  intrenchments  and  eagerly  await  the  coming  of  the  foe.  Your 
country,  your  wives,  your  daughters,  your  mothers,  your  own  honor  ap- 
peal to  you  to  act  at  once. 

I therefore  invite  you  to  volunteer  without  delay,  in  any  company 
which  you  may  prefer,  or  to  organize  yourselves  to-night  under  the  call 
of  your  Governor. 

If  there  be  any  among  you  too  cowardly  or  base  to  volunteer  under 
tliese  circumstances,  he  shall  be  compelled  to  share  your  dangers,  though 
he  cannot  share  your  glory. 

The  commandant  of  this  post  will  be  directed  to  arrest  every  able- 
bodied  man  to-morrow  who  may  be  absent  from  his  post,  whether  he  be 
officer,  man,  or  citizen,  and  whether  he  belong  to  commands  elsewhere 
or  not,  and  to  place  him  wherever  liis  services  may  be  most  required. 

The  commanding  officers  of  the  troops  in  front  have  been  ordered  to 
arrest,  -and  to  shoot  down,  if  necessary,  every  one  who  may  be  found  at- 
tempting to  pass  toward  the  enemy  under  any  pretext  whatever,  either 
with  or  without  a pass. 

STERLING  PRICE, 

Major -Oeneral^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport.,  La..,  September  5,  1863. 

His  Excellency  the  President: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  - 
Slidell,  our  commissioner  in  Paris.  The  condition  of  our  affairs  west  of 
the  Mississippi  I believe  warranted  the  step,  and  Mr.  Slidell  may  find 
the  facts  useful  in  his  negotiations  with  the  French  Government.  The 
prospects  of  the  department  are  i)resented  in  a gloomy  light,  but  I do 
not  think  it  a too  exaggerated  picture  of  what  may  occur. 

All  information  received  by  me  since  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  indicates 
extensive  preparations  for  the  occupation  of  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  aud, 
]>ossibly,  of  Texas  this  fall  aud  winter.  The  concentration  of  heavy 
columns  on  the  Arkansas  frontier,  in  Lower  Louisiana,  aud  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, the  emiiloyment  of  a large  portion  of  Grant’s  army  in  these  dis- 
positions, and  the  activity  displayed  by  the  enemy,  point  to  an  exten- 
sive and  vigorous  campaign  in  the  States  west  of  the  Mississippi.  The 
means  at  my  disposal  are  utterly  inadequate.  Scarce  30,000  effective 
men  can  be  found  in  the  department.  General  Holmes,  with  about 
10,000, 2,000  of  whom  are  unarmed,  has  20,000  of  the  enemy  concentrated 
in  his  front ; Steele,  in  the  Indian  country,  has  less  than  5,000  ill-armed 
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troops  to  oppose  Bluet  j General  Taylor^s  effective  force  is  not  over 
10,000,  and  General  Magruder^s  less  than  0,000.  Could  arms  be  obtained 
this  force  mi^ht  be  doubled.  Could  I see  any  reasonable  hopes  of  ever 
getting  them,  I might  encourage  the  people,  and  plan  with  some  hopes 
of  success.  I reached  this  department  at  a time  when  the  retreat  from 
Prairie  Grove  and  the  fall  of  the  Post  of  Arkansas  had  lost  to  us  a large 
portion  of  our  small-arms,  and,  with  the  exception  of  some  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  broken  and  unserviceable  muskets  crossed  at  Natchez, 
nothing  has  reached  the  department.  Kequisitions  and  representations 
have  been  made  without  practical  results.  The  arms  intended  for  us 
were  all  lost  at  Vicksburg.  Efforts  have  been  made  by  myself,  and,  I 
believe,  by  the  Ordnance  Bureau  at  Eichmond,  to  introduce  arms 
into  Texas.  The  Goodyear,  with  twelve  thousand  stand,  was  seized  by 
a French  man-of-war  and  carried  to  Vera  Cruz.  The  United  States 
blockading  fleet  have  effectually  prevented  the  arrival  of  other  arms, 
couffdently  expected.  I do  not  make  these  statements  in  a fault-finding 
spirit,  but  they  are  facts  which  present  the  almost  hopeless  condition  of 
our  affairs  in  this  department.  This  country  has,  in  a great  measure, 
been  stripped  of  its  shot-guns  and  rifles,  which,  early  in  the  struggle, 
were  carried  east  of  the  Mississippi.  The  people  and  the  State  troops 
which  are  called  out,  know  that  they  cannot  be  armed ; despondent  and 
disheartened,  they  have  but  little  hope  of  the  result.  The  whole  male 
])opulation — the  aged  and  the  infirm — have  been  called  upon  to  organ- 
ize under  the  acts  for  local  defense.  Sixty  thousand  rifles  could,  I 
believe,  this  moment  be  well  disposed  of  throughout  this  department. 

I am,  sir,  with  respect  and  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding, 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La,,  September  2,  1863. 

Hon.  John  Slidell, 

Confederate  States  Commissioner : 

Sir  : The  action  of  the  French  in  Mexico  and  the  erection  of  an  empire 
under  their  auspices  makes  the  establishment  of  the  Confederacy  the 
policy  of  the  French  Government.  The  condition  of  the  States  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  separated  from  the  General  Government,  at  Eichmond; 
the  exhausted  state  of  the  country,  with  its  fighting  population  in  the 
armies  east  of  the  Mississippi;  the  vast  preparations  making  by  the 
enemy  to  complete  the  occupation  and  subjugation  of  this  whole  West- 
ern Department,  are  all  matters  which,  if  properly  brought  before  the 
French  Emperor,  should  influence  him  in  hastening  the  intervention  of 
his  good  services  in  our  behalf.  This  succor  must  come  speedily,  or  it 
will  be  too  late.  Without  assistance  from  abroad  or  an  extraordinary 
interposition  of  Providence,  less  than  twelve  months  will  see  this  fair 
country  irretrievably  lost,  and  the  French  protectorate  in  Mexico  will 
find  a hostile  power  established  on  their  frontier,  of  exhaustless  resources 
and  great  military  strength,  impelled  by  revenge  and  the  traditional 
policy  of  its  Government  to  overthrow  all  foreign  influences  on  the 
American  continent. 

The  barbarities  and  cruelties  practiced  by  our  enemy  in  conducting 
this  war,  the  desolation  of  whole  tracts  of  country,  the  wanton  burning 
of  dwellings  and  towns,  the  destruction  of  our  agricultural  implements, 
and  the  forced  impressment  of  our  slaves  into  their  army,  to  wage  a 
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ruthless  war  against  their  masters,  all  in  the  name  of  humanity  call 
for  the  interposition  of  those  i)owers  who  really  hold  the  destiny  of  our 
country  in  their  hands. 

The  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  has  been  exhausted  of  its  fight- 
ing population  to  swell  up  the  ranks  of  our  armies  in  Virginia,  Tennes- 
see, and  Mississippi.  The  aged,  the  infirm,  and  the  lukewarm  constitute 
the  mass  of  the  population  that  remains.  The  enemy  have  overrun 
Missouri,  a large  portion  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  and,  besides  the 
heavy  columns  preparing  on  the  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  frontier  for 
the  fall  campaign,  they  have  organized  a force  of  over  100,000  negro 
troops,  which  will  be  made  available  in  their  scheme  of  conquest  this 
winter. 

The  preparations  of  the  enemy  and  the  disposition  of  his  forces  clearly 
shadow  forth  the  policy  of  overrunning  and  conquering  the  States  west 
of  the  Mississippi.  Holding  and  controlling  that  river,  with  their  south- 
ern and  western  frontier  open  for  extension  toward  Mexico  and  the 
Pacific,  they  will  be  prepared  to  make  terms  with  the  Confederate 
States  bordering  on  the  Atlantic. 

The  intervention  of  the  French  Government  can  alone  save  Mexico 
from  having  on  its  border  a grasping,  haughty,  and  imperious  neigh- 
bor. If  the  policy  of  the  Emperor  looks  to  an  intervention  in  our  afiairs, 
he  should  take  immediate  military  possession  of  the  east  bank  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  and  open  to  us  the  only  channel  (since  the  loss  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi) by  which  supplies  and  munitions  of  war  can  be  introduced  into 
the  department.  The  whole  cotton  trade  west  of  the  Mississippi  will 
thus  be  secured  to  the  French  market,  and  the  enemy  will  be  anticipated 
in  making  a lodgment  on  the  Rio  Grande,  from  which  he  could  not  be 
driven  without  great  difficulty. 

In  addressing  you  this  letter  I am  actuated  by  a consciousness  of  the 
great  danger  imi)ending  over  this  department.  I have  not  written  for 
diplomatic  effect,  but  have  stated  truths  which  should  have  weight  with 
you  in  your  intercourse  and  negotiations  with  the  French  Government. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.*^  KIRBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

SJireveporty  La.,  September  5,  1863. 

Major-General  Price  : 

General  : The  necessity  of  increasing  our  effective  force,  and  the 
policy  of  employing  negro  labor  in  the  place  of  detailed  soldiers,  forces 
itself  so  strongly  on  my  mind  that  I will  call  your  attention  to  my 
letter.* 

I know  not  what  success  you  have  met  with,  nor  how  far  the  people, 
in  their  patriotism,  may  have  responded  to  your  call.  The  urgency  is 
immediate.  If  your  expectations  have  not  been  realized,  you  must  re- 
sort to  impressment.  The  temper  of  the  i^eople  is  now  favorable  for 
such  a step ; there  is  a feeling  of  distrust  in  the  loyalty  of  their  slaves, 
and  an  anxiety  to  have  the  able-bodied  males  in  the  service  of  the 
Government;  especially  is  this  the  case  in  the  exposed  portions  of  the 
country,  and  I think  there  large  numbers  could  be  obtained  without 
difficulty.  Estimates  should  be  made  of  the  wants«  of  the  several  de- 
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partments,  inclading  the  hospital  department  and  cotton  bureau,  and 
immediate  steps  be  taken  for  procuring,  by  impressment,  if  necessary, 
the  requisite  negro  force.  I believe  a large  number  of  men  would  by 
this  measure  be  added  to  the  effective  force  in  your  district.  Yourowu 
judgment  will  suggest  the  best  method  of  carrying  out  this  measure. 
I would  suggest,  however,  that  having  made  your  estimates,  and  deter- 
mined the  pro  rata  call  in  each  county,  a well-known  citizen  of  the 
county  be  appointed  as  agent,  or  to  accompany  the  agent,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fairly  and  impartially  carrying  it  into  effect. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General^  Commanding. 

(Same  to  Generals  Magruder  and  Taylor.) 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

September  5,  1863. 

Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : I have  just  returned  from  visiting  General  Marmaduke’s 
headquarters.  Deeming  it  important  that  the  road  toward  Austin 
should  be  protected  to  a greater  extent  than  it  is.  General  Marmaduke 
has  dispatched  one  brigade  to  the  gap  for  that  purpose,  retaining  one 
on  this  road.  I concurred  fully  with  him  in  the  disposition  of  his 
troops.  If,  however,  the  major-general  commanding  should  be  of  a dif- 
ferent opinion,  please  inform  me,  and  I will  communicate  the  fact  to 
General  Marmaduke. 

General  Marmaduke  is  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  artillery,  in- 
fantry, and  cavalry  have  crossed  the  Bayou  Meto  Bridge,  and  that 
the  enemy  is  in  force  at  Austin,  moving  toward  the  Batesville  road. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  M.  FROST, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding  Division. 


[Circular.] 

To  the  People  of  Arkansas ^ Louisiana^  and  Texas: 

Your  homes  are  now  in  peril.  Vigorous  efforts  on  your  part  can  only 
save  portions  of  your  States  from  invasion.  You  should  contest  the 
advance  of  the  enemy  at  every  thicket,  gully,  and  stream  ; harass  his 
rear,  and  cut  off  his  supplies.  Thus  you  will  prove  important  auxiliaries 
in  my  attempts  to  reach  him  in  front,  and  drive  him  routed  from  our 
soil.  Determination  and  energy  only  can  prevent  his  destruction  of 
your  homes.  By  a vigorous  and  united  effort  you  preserve  your  prop- 
erty, you  secure  independence  for  yourselves  and  children,  all  that 
renders  life  desirable.  Time  is  now  our  best  friend.  Endure  awhile 
longer 5 victory  and  peace  must  crown  our  efforts. 

The  annexed  regulations  governing  the  formation  of  corps  for  local 
defense  are  published  for  your  information,  and  I call  upon  you  to  or- 
ganize promptly  under  its  provisions. 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- General^  Commanding. 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

NTo.  42.  i Shreveport^  La.,  September  5, 1863. 

I.  Companies,  battalions,  and  regiments  composed  of  persons  not 
within  the  conscript  ages  (eighteen  and  forty-five)  will  be  accepted 
throughout  the  department  as  volunteers  for  local  defense  and  special 
service,  under  the  acts  of  August  21,  1861,  and  October  13, 1862. 

II.  The  organization  of  corps  for  local  defense  must  conform  to  that 
prescribed  for  companies,  battalions,  and  regiments  of  the  provisional 
army.  Battalions  must  consist  of  not  less  than  five  companies;  regi- 
ments of  ten  companies.  The  minimum  number  of  rank  and  file  allowed 
for  each  company  received  will  be  50  for  iufantry  and  40  for  cavalry. 
Artillery  is  not  desirable. 

III.  The  muster-roll  of  all  such  organizations  must  specify  that  the 
said  organizations  are  raised  under  acts  of  August  21,  1861,  and  Octo- 
ber 13,  1862,  and  subject  to  these  regulations.  They  must  contain  a 
description  of  the  volunteer  as  to  age,  residence,  and  date  of  enlistment, 
and  the  term  of  the  enlistment  for  the  war.  A muster-roll  or  a list  of 
the  names  of  officers  and  privates  of  each  and  every  company  must  be 
immediately  transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  the  State,  the  commanding 
general  of  the  district,  and  through  him  to  the  commanding  general  of 
the  department. 

lY.  No  person  shall  become  a member  of  a company  until  he  shall 
have  first  taken  and  subscribed  to  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Confed- 
erate States  of  America,  a copy  of  which  shall  be  filed  with  the  muster- 
roll  of  the  company  as  above  prescribed. 

Y.  Such  organizations  will  not  be  considered  in  actual  service  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  pay  or  subsistence,  except  when  called  for  by  the 
commander  of  the  department,  who  may  at  any  time  disband  such  com- 
lianies. 

YI.  These  organizations  will  not  be  called  into  actual  service  until  a 
necessity  arises,  and  will  not  be  required  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
State  to  which  they  belong.  They  are  expected  to  serve,  when  called 
out,  as  long  as  the  emergency  exists,  then  to  return  to  their  ordinary 
pursuits  until  again  needed. 

YII.  Should  any  member  of  these  organizations  be  captured,  he  shall 
be  claimed  as  a prisoner  of  war,  and  all  the  protection  of  the  Govern- 
ment shall  be  extended  to  him. 

YIII.  Arms  and  equipments  should  be  furnished  by  the  men ; but 
when  this  is  not  possible  they  will  be  supplied  by  the  Government  to  the 
extent  of  its  ability.  Members  of  cavalry  companies  must  also  furnish 
their  own  horses,  but  will  receive  40  cents  per  day  for  their  use  while 
in  actual  service.  Ammunition  will  be  provided  by  the  Government. 

IX.  Field  officers  of  battalions  and  regiments  to  be  organized  will  be 
appointed  by  the  commander  of  the  department  in  accordance  with  the 
acts  aforesaid.  Company  officers  may  be  elected  by  the  members  or 
appointed,  as  they  may  consent. 

X.  These  organizations  will  be  preferred  to  and  exempt  their  members 
from  any  call  of  militia. 

XI.  The  commandant  of  any  military  post  of  the  Confederate  States, 
the  sheriff  of  any  county,  or  the  colonel  commanding  any  militia  regi- 
ment, or  the  judge  or  justice  of  any  county  or  other  court,  ma^^  certify  or 
return  the  muster-roll,  which  must  be  sent  to  the  adjntant-generars 
office  at  these  headquarters  for  acceptance. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith: 

S.  S.  AXDERSUX, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.j  September  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Sterlino  Price,  Commanding  Distriet  of  Arlcansas  : 

General:  The  lieutenant-general  commanding  calls  your  attention 
to  General  Orders,  ISTo.  38,  from  these  headquarters,  proclaiming  pardon 
to  all  officers  and  soldiers  now  absent  without  leave  from  their  com- 
mands who  may  report  before  the  30th  of  September.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  there  is  now  a large  number  of  such  persons  within  the  limits 
of  your  district,  the  general  commanding  desires  that  before  the  expi- 
ration of  the  amnesty,  say  about  the  15th  instant,  a brigade  of  cavalry, 
if  it  can  be  spared  from  yoiir  front,  be  scattered  through  the  various 
counties  of  your  district.  Instructions  should  be  given  to  make  known 
the  above-mentioned  order,  and  to  inform  all  those  whom  it  may  con- 
cern that,  if  the  amnesty  is  not  taken  advantage  of,  they  will  be  dealt 
with  according  to  law  as  deserters.  A reliable,  active,  and  efficient 
officer  should  be  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  plan,  and  he  should 
be  instructed  to  impress  upon  his  men  the  imi)ortance  of  the  duty  in- 
trusted to  them.  Such  measures  will  be  taken  and  such  dispositions  of 
troops  made  as  will  secure  as  many  as  possible  of  the  stragglers  now 
roaming  through  the  country.  If  these  arrangements  are  carefully 
made,  and  all  those  iiromptly  arrested  who  at  the  end  of  the  month 
shall  have  failed  to  come  in  to  the  appointed  rendezvous,  the  troops  oc- 
cupied will  be  kept  but  a short  time  from  operations  in  the  field  against 
the  enemy,  and  a large  number  of  men  will  be  brought  into  the  ranks. 
The  lieutenant-general  commanding  thinks  that  by  evincing  a determi- 
nation to  deal  firmly  in  the  premises,  all  will  be  accomplished  that  the 
most  stringent  measures  could  do.  He  suggests  the  foregoing  measures 
as  expedient,  but  does  not  give  explicit  directions,  as  he  does  not  know 
positively  what  your  operations  with  the  enemy  are,  nor  whether  the 
public  interest  will  permit  such  a disposition  of  so  much  cavalry. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  CUNNINGHAM, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
j 

[Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department,] 

Shreveport^  La.,  September  7,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Price,  Little  Eoeh  : 

General  : Bankhead  has  ere  this  joined  Steele.  Ee-enforcements 
are  on  the  march  to  Bonham  from  Galveston.  I trust  Steele  will  soon 
be  able  to  assume  the  offensive.  The  enemy  are  concentrating  at  Bra- 
shear  City  for  operations  either  in  Louisiana  or  Texas.  A heavy  column 
was  yesterday  reported  30  miles  from  Alexandria.  Keep  up  the  spirits 
of  your  men.  Encourage  the  State  troops.  I have  the  assurance  of 
soon  having  arms. 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Arkansas,  Little  Boch,  September  7,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  M.  Frost,  Commanding  Division : 

General  : The  enemy  have  driven  Newton  to  the  south  side  of  the 
Arkansas,  at  Terry’s  Ferry,  and  are  now  holding  the  north  bank. 

Very  respectfully, 

THOS.  L.  SNEAD, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Circular.]  Headquarters  Pricers  Division, 

September  7,  1863.  . 

Sir  : I am  instructed  by  tbe  brigadier-general  commanding  to  inform 
you  that  the  enemy  are  at  Terry^s  Ferry,  and  have  driven  Newton’s 
regiment  to  the  south  side  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  and  to  direct  you  to 
keep  your  command  on  the  alert. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  A.  SEAY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

(To  Generals  Parsons,  McEae,  and  Fagan,  and  Colonel  Clark.) 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  43.  j ' Shreveport^  La.,  September  7,  1863. 

I.  All  officers  belonging  to  the  garrisons  of  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hud- 
son at  the  time  of  their  surrender,  who  may  be  within  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department,  will  proceed  at  once  to  re  organize  their  commands 
from  such  men  belonging  thereto  as  may  be  within  the  limits  of  the 
department,  reporting  to  the  district  commanders. 

II.  The  privilege  granted  in  General  Orders,  No.  38,  current  series, 
from  department  headquarters,  allowing  officers  and  men  reporting 
under  that  order  ‘‘to  attach  themselves  temporarily  to  any  regiment  of 
their  own  corps  now  serving  in  this  department,”  is  extended  to  embrace 
all  troops  absent  from  their  colors  east  of  the  Mississippi,  whose  com- 
mands have  not  been  ordered  to  re-organize  within  this  department. 

Bv  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith: 

S.  S.  ANDEESON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Eoch,  ArJc.,  September  8, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  M.  Frost, 

Commanding  PrMs  Division,  Headquarters  at  Duffys : 

General  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  be  fur- 
nished with  the  following  information,  received  but  a short  time  since 
at  these  headquarters : 


Headquarters  Division  Cavalry, 

September  8,  1863 — 10  a.  m. 

Major  : The  enemy  have  shown  themselves  only  at  Terry’s  Ferry  this  morning,  oc- 
casionally firing  across  the  river  at  our  pickets.  No  artillery  in  sight  this  morning. 
I have  sent  a scout  above,  and  one  below,  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  what  they  are 
doing. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

ARCH.  S.  DOBBIN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Division. 


I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  GALLAGHEE, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

September  8,  1863. 

Brigadier- General  Fagan,  Commanding  Brigade  : 

You  will  at  once  order  a section  of  artillery  to  report  without  delay 
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to  Colonel  Dobbin,  commanding?  cavalry  at  Terry’s  Ferry.  Tliey  will 
move  by  Little  Eock,  on  south  bank  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Frost : 

[L.  A.]  MACLEAlSr, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.j  September  8,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Steele, 

Commanding  Indian  Territory ; 

General  : I am  directed  by  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  K.  Smith  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  30th  ultimo,  and  to  assure  you  of  his  confi- 
dence in  your  ability,  prudence,  and  zeal. 

Two  regiments,  with  a battery  of  artillery,  have  been  ordered  from  the 
coast  to  assist  you,  and  the  larger  portion  of  the  cavalry  (State  troops) 
have  been  ordered  to  Bonham.  When  these  latter  reach  Bonham,  Gen- 
eral [H.  E.]  McCulloch,  in  command  of  Northern  Sub-District  of  Texas, 
will  be  directed  to  order  forward  the  two  regiments  to  support  you. 

The  general  commanding  is  satisfied  that  the  Fabian  policy  is  the  true 
one  to  adopt  when  not  well  satisfied  that  circumstances  warrant  a differ- 
ent course,  and  when  the  enemy  retire  that  it  is  our  policy  to  follow  him, 
as  you  propose  doing.  There  is  a regular  line  of  couriers  from  Bonham 
to  Eusk,  Tex.,  intercepting  the  line  from  here  to  Houston.  The  bat- 
tery to  be  sent  from  here  will  be  pushed  forward  as  soon  as  ready.  Colo- 
nel Major’s  brigade  of  cavalry  had  been  ordered  to  Bonham  from  Lower 
Louisiana,  but  a column  of  the  enemy  threatened  Alexandria,  and  this 
brigade  was  stopped  on  its  way. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

GUY  M.  BEYAN, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.,  September  8,  1863. 

Col.  Stand  Watie: 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  August  9,  in  relation  to  affairs  in  the  Cherokee  country. 

I know  that  your  people  have  cause  for  complaint.  Their  sufferings 
and  the  Apparent  ill-faith  of  our  Government  would  naturally  produce 
dissatisfaction.  That  your  patriotic  band  of  followers  deserve  the 
thanks  of  our  Government  I know.  They  have  now  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  our  people  by  their  steadfast  loyalty  and  heroic  bravery.  Tell 
them  to  remain  true ; encourage  them  in  their  despondency  j bid  them 
struggle  on  through  the  dark  gloom  which  now  envelops  our  affairs, 
and  bid  them  remember  the  insurmountable  difficulties  with  which  our 
Government  has  been  surrounded;  that  she  has  never  been  untrue  to 
her  engagements,  though  some  of  her  agents  may  have  been  remiss  and 
even  criminally  negligent.  Our  cause  is  the  same — a just  and  holy  one ; 
we  must  stand  and  struggle  on  together,  till  that  just  and  good  Provi- 
dence, who  always  supports  the  right,  crowns  our  efforts  with  success. 
I can  make  you  no  definite  promises.  1 have  your  interest  at  heart,  and 
will  endeavor  faithfully  and  honestly  to  support  you  in  your  efforts  and 
in  those  of  your  people  to  redeem  their  homes  from  an  oppressor’s  rule. 
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A powerful  enemy  threatening  us  in  Texas,  Lower  Louisiana,  from  the 
Mississippi,  and  at  Little  Eock,  weakens  my  means  and  circumscribes 
me  in  my  elforts  to  assist  you.  To  make  direct  promises  which  I cannot 
clearly  see  the  means  of  fulfilling  would  be  unjust  to  you  and  your 
people.  Success  at  some  other  point  may  soon  place  troops  at  my  dis- 
posal, and  enable  me  to  drive  the  enemy  beyond  your  borders. 

General  Bankhead  has  ere  this  joined  General  Steele.  Two  regi- 
ments and  a battery  are  on  the  march  from  Galveston  to  Bonham.  A 
battery  goes  from  this  point  to  your  aid.  The  people  of  Texas  are  arming 
and  organizing  throughout  the  State,  and  General  Magruder  is  push- 
ing forward  to  the  Eed  Eiver  frontier.  General  Steele  will,  I trust, 
soon  be  enabled  to  assume  again  the  offensive. 

What  might  have  been  done  and  has  not  is  with  the  past ; it  is  need- 
less to  comment  upon  it,  and  I can  only  assure  you  that  I feel  the  impor- 
tance of  your  country  to  our  cause.  I know  the  honest  loyalty  of  your 
X)eople;  I have  their  interest  at  heart,  and  will  spare  no  effort,  with  the 
limited  means  at  my  disposal,  to  establish  them  in  their  rights. 

I am,  sir,  with  respect  and  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  Oeneraly  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camx)  on  Middle  Boggy y C.  A.,  September  8,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper  : 

General  : Your  suggestion  relative  to  sending  Major  [Israel  G.]  Yore 
up  meets  my  views.  With  regard  to  any  movement  up  the  country,  I am 
anxious  to  hear  from  General  Bankhead  befoi  e I determine  what  move 
is  to  be  made.  Is  it  not  iiracticable  for  Bankhead  to  move  through  the 
mouutains,  without  wagons,  aud  fall  upon  the  command  left  near  North 
Fork?  If  the  Creeks  can  be  induced  to  fall  back  to  the  i^oint  you 
mentioned,  it  will  be  equivalent  to  a decision  as  to  which  side  they  will 
take.  I expect  Colonel  Scott  up  to-day  or  to-morrow.  A letter  from 
him,  if  he  will  not  go  in  person,  will  be  an  assistance. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


[Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department,] 

Shreveporty  La.y  September  9,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Sterlinu  Price,  Little  Boole  ; 

I will  order  it  to  you.  It  was  near  Opelousas.  More  than  six  weeks 
will  elapse  before  it  reaches  Little  Eock. 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH. 


Headquarters  Pricers  Division, 

September  9,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke  : 

General  : My  assistant  adjutant-general  addressed  you  as  he  did 
this  afternoon  through  a misapprehension  of  my  wishes  and  of  our 
relative  positions.  It  was  very  far  from  my  intention  to  give  you  any 
order,  or  assume  any  authority  not  legitimately  belonging  to  me.  The 
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paper  relatiDg  to  the  men  about  your  train  was  intended  to  give  you 
information  which  it  was  presumed  you  would  like  to  know,  and  the 
one  relating  to  corn  was  intended  to  be  referred  for  your  advice,  as  I 
did  not  know  whether  your  pickets  protected  the  field  referred  to  or  not. 
I regret  that  I should  have  been  placed,  even  for  a short  time,  in  a 
false  attitude  toward  you. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

D.  M.  FEOST, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

September  10,  1863. 

Brigadier- General  Marmaduke, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General:  General  Price  directs  that  you  report  here  forthwith, 
with  your  whole  command,  leaving  only  a few  pickets.  Similar  in- 
structions have  been  sent  to  Colonel  Thompson,  to  save  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[L.  A.]  MACLEAN, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Navy  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond j September  10, 1863. 

Col.  E.  C.  Cabell,  C.  S.  Army, 

Jachsonport,  Aric. : 

Sir  : Your  letter  of  July  18,  from  Jacksonport,  Ark.,  reached  me  a 
few  days  ago. 

You  inform  me  that  a certain  party  ‘^desires  to  obtain  proper  au- 
thority from  the  Confederate  Government  to  undertake  the  destruc- 
tion of  gunboats,  transports,  &c.,  for  such  per  centum  of  the  value  of 
the  boats  destroyed  as  may  be  ofered,”  &c.  There  is  no  legislation  of 
which  I am  aware  that  satisfies  precisely  the  conditions  required.  The 
act  of  May  6,  1861,  recognizing  the  existence  of  war  with  the  United 
States,  and  providing  for  privateering,  is  not  construed  to  permit  pri- 
vateeri'og  on  inland  waters.  A reference  to  the  law  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a volunteer  navy,  a copy  of  which  I inclose  herewith,  will  show 
you  that  it  cannot  be  made  to  embrace  the  parties  to  which  you  refer. 

To  facilitate  organizations  of  parties  to  operate  as  you  propose,  in 
boats  or  otherwise,  against  the  enemy  on  our  Western  rivers,  they  could 
be  received  into  the  Navy  if  they  shipped  regularly  in  accordance  with 
existing  laws,  and  then  assigned  duty  under  an  acting  master  upon  those 
rivers.  . In  this  case,  however,  they  would  form  a part  of  the  regular 
Navy  establishment,  drawing  its  pay  and  subsistence. 

I infer  from  your  letter  that  such  is  not  the  object  of  the  parties  in 
question ; but  that  they  desire  to  organize  in  small  parties  to  operate  as 
independent  river  guerrilla  parties,  under  their  own  leaders,  and  to  look 
to  prize-money  or  reward  from  the  country  for  destroying  enemy’s  prop- 
erty to  defray  expenses,  &c.,  using  an  appointment  from  the  Govern- 
ment to  secure  to  them  the  rights  of  prisoners  of  war,  if  captured. 

Judging  from  what  you  say  that  you  have  not  the  acts  of  Congress 
at  hand,  1 inclose  copies  of  two  acts,  one  of  which  possibly  serves  the 
desired  purpose. 
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The  President  has  authority  to  make  such  an  arrangement  as  you 
refer  to,  and  I would  suggest  that  parties  wishing  to  engage  in  the  en- 
terprise present  to  him  their  names,  purposes,  and  terms,  either  directly 
or  through  your  obedient  servant. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  1.] 

An  act  of  the  rebel  Congress  to  provide  for  special  service^  &e. 

* No.  229. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  local  defense  and  special  service. 

Section  1.  The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  do  enact^  That  the 
President  be,  and  he  is>  hereby,  authorized  to  accept  the  services  of  vol- 
unteers of  such  kind  and  in  such  proportion  as  he  may  deem  expedient, 
to  serve  for  such  time  as  he  may  prescribe,  for  the  defense  of  exposed 
places  and  localities,  or  such  special  service  as  he  may  deem  expedient. 

Sec.  2.  And  such  forces  shall  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Con- 
federate States  for  the  local  defenee  or  special  service  aforesaid,  the 
muster-roll  setting  forth  distinctly  the  services  to  be  performed;  and 
the  said  volunteers  shall  not  be  considered  in  actual  service  until  there- 
unto ordered  by  the  President,  and  they  shall  be  entitled  to  pay  or  sub- 
sistence only  for  such  time  as  they  may  be  on  duty  under  the  orders  of 
the  President  or  by  his  direction. 

Sec.  3.  Such  volunteer  forces,  when  so  accepted  or  ordered  into  serv- 
ice, shall  be  organized  in  accordance  and  subject  to  all  the  provisions  of 
the  act  entitled  “An  act  to  provide  for  the  public  defense,”  approved 
March  6,  18G1,  and  may  be  attached  to  such  divisions,  brigades,  regi- 
ments, or  battalions  as  the  President  may  direct,  and,  when  not  organ- 
ized into  battalions  and  regiments  before  being  mustered  into  service, 
the  President  shall  appoint  the  field  officers  of  the  battalions  and  regi- 
ments when  organized  as  such  by  him. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

An  act  of  the  rebel  Congress  for  the  formation  of  a secret  service  corps. 

Chapter  LXIII. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  formation  of  volunteer  companies  for  local  defense. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  for  the 
purpose  of  local  defense  in  any  portion  of  the  Confederate  States,  any 
number  of  persons,  not  less  than  twenty,  who  are  over  the  age  of  forty- 
five  years,  or  otherwise  not  liable  to  military  duty,  may  associate  them- 
selves as  a military  company,  elect  their  own  officers  and  establish  rules 
and  regulations  for  their  own  government,  and  shall  be  considered  as 
belonging  to  the  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate  States,  serving 
without  pay  or  allowances,  and  entitled,  when  captured  by  the  enemy, 
to  all  the  privileges  of  prisoners  of  war : Provided,  That  such  company 
shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  transmit  their  muster-roll  or  list  of  the 
names  of  the  officers  and  iirivates  thereof  to  the  Governor  of  the  State, 
the  commanding  general  of  the  department,  or  any  brigadier-general 
in  the  State  or  Confederate  service,  to  be  forwarded  To  the  Secretary 
of  War;  but  the  President  or  commapder  of  the  district  may,  at  any 
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time,  disband  such  companies : Provided,  That  in  the  States  and  dis- 
tricts in  wliich  the  act  entitled  “An  act  to  further  provide  for  the  public 
defense,”  approved  April  IG,  18G2,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof, 
have  been  suspended,  persons  of  any  age  resident  v/ithin  such  States  or 
districts  may  volunteer  and  form  part  of  such  companies  so  long  as 
such  suspension  may  continue:  Provided,  That  no  person  shall  become 
a member  of  said  company  until  he  shall  have  first  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  Confederate  States  of  America  in  writing,  a copy  of 
which  shall  be  filed  with  the  muster-roll  of  said  company  as  above  pre- 
scribed. 

Approved  October  13,  1862. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  September  10,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding  District  of  Texas,  &c. : 

General  : In  inclosing  to  you  the  within  Special  Orders,  No.  134, 
Paragraph  I,  I am  directed  by  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  to 
say  there  are  in  General  Price’s  division  some  2,000  unarmed  men ; 
also,  under  orders  from  the  Department  of  War,  the  men  on  this  side 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  who  formed  in  part  the  prisoners  of  Vicks- 
burg and  Port  Hudson,  are  ordered  to  be  reorganized.  He  will  thus 
have  some  8,000  veteran  troops  to  place  arms  in  the  hands  of.  He  de- 
sires, therefore,  you  will  use  every  means  in  your  power  to  forward  to 
Shreveport  the  arms  mentioned  in  the  inclosed  order. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  134.  1 Shreveport,  La.,  September  10,  1863. 

I.  Major-General  Magruder,  commanding  District  of  Texas,  &c.,  will 
forward  to  this  point  the  first  six  thousand  arms,  with  the  accouter- 
ments that  may  arrive  in  Texas  from  abroad. 

# * * * # * 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith  : 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  September  11,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States  : 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inclose  Your  Excellency  a copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  a conference  called  by  me  at  Marshall,  Tex.,  on  the  15th 
ultimo. 

Immediately  on  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  I felt  that 
our  communications  with  the  General  Government  at  Richmond  were 
irretrievably  lost,  and  that  the  department  must  henceforth  depend 
entirely  on  its  bwn  resources.  Knowing  the  despondency  this  great 
disaster  would  occasion  throughout  the  entire  population  west  of  the 
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river,  desiring  to  strengthen  mj^self  in  the  hearts  and  confidence  of  the 
people,  and  fearing  that  despondency  and  hopelessness,  which  is  ever 
ready  to  catch  at  change,  in  the  hope  of  bettering  itself,  might  lead  to 
the  adoption  of  measures  inimical  to  the  true  interests  of  tlie  Confed- 
eracy, I determined  upon  calling  together  the  executives,  judges,  and 
representatives  of  the  several  States,  that  by  obtaining  their  support  and 
co-operation,  and  by  invoking  the  power  of  the  States  and  acknowl- 
edging the  supremacy  of  the  civil  laws,  confidence  might  be  restored,' 
and  the  ])eople  feel  that  a Government  remained  to  them  capable  of 
administering  to  their  wants  and  necessities.  A few  days  previous  to 
the  meeting,  I received  a letter  from  Your  Excellency,  and  one  from  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  War,  in  which  the  very  steps  taken  by  me  were 
recommended.  In  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  he  recommends  calling  to 
my  aid  the  ablest  and  most  influential  men  of  the  country,  the  forma- 
tion of  a civil  and  military  government,  and  the  establishment  of  the 
bureaus  of  the  War  Department.  This  advice,  to  a certain  extent,  I 
have  followed  ; indeed,  had  previously  determined  on  the  measures  as  a 
necessity.  I have  organized  the  several  bureaus  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, iflacing  the  senior  officers,  General  Huger,  Major  Blair,  Colonel 
O’Ban  non,  and  Dr.  Haden  at  their  heads.  The  Treasury  Department 
I have  not  touched,  except  to  organize  a cotton  bureau,  under  Colonel 
Broadwell,  the  workings  of  which  shall  be  kept  within  the  limits  of  the 
law. 

I feel  great  hesitancy  and  repugnance  in  assuming  any  powers  not 
clearly  expressed  or  implied  by  my  position  as  department  commander, 
and  onlj"  when  impelled  by  necessity  will  it  be  done.  Powers  more  full 
than  I now  possess,  and  which  are  called  for  by  the  peculiar  situation 
of  tills  department,  with  full  instructions,  should  be  sent  me.  Some 
action,  and  that  without  delay,  should  be  taken  by  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. An  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  be  sent  here, 
with  full  powers,  and  means  should  be  taken  for  meeting  the  financial 
wants  of  the  department. 

I am  beset  by  troubles  and  difficulties.  I shall  endeavor  to  meet 
them  boldly,  yet  conscientiously,  and  trust  *my  acts  will  be  reviewed 
with  leniency.  I have  always  thought  abler'  and  better  men  could  fill 
the  trusts  which  have  been  confided  in  me.  You  yourself  know  I have 
never  sought  the  positions  intrusted  to  me,  and  I hope  no  hesitancy  on 
your  part,  no  regard  for  my  own  feelings,  will  deter  you  a moment  in 
relieving  me  from  duty,  or  in  making  any  change  in  my  position  that 
the  public  interest  may  require.  I shall  always  labor  honestly  and  con- 
scientiously, and  will  devote  all  my  energies,  mental  and  physical,  in 
the  support  of  a cause  wffiich  is  holy  and  righteous,  and  which,  under 
God’s  providence,  I believe  will  ultimately  triumph ; yet  I shall  hail 
with  pleasure  the  day  which  relieves  me  from  cares  and  responsibili- 
ties, never  coveted,  which  are  wearing  out  my  constitution  and  making 
me  i^rematurely  old. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

[Tnclosure.] 

Marshall,  Tex.,  August  15, 1863. 

In  obedience  to  request  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  the  following 
gentlemen  met  this  day  for  consultation  and  conference : From  Texas, 
Gov.  F.  R.  Lubbock,  Hon.  W.  S.  Oldham,  Col.  P.  Murruh,  and  Maj.  G. 
M.  Bryan  5 from  Louisiana,  Governor  Moore,  Colonel  [T.  0.]  Manning, 
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Hon.  W.  Merrick,  Hon.  Albert  Voorbies;  from  Arkansas,  Hon.  Kobert 
W.  Johnson,  Hon.  C.  B.  Mitchell,  Hon.  W.  K.  Patterson;  and  from  Mis- 
souri, Gov.  Thomas  C.  Eeynolds.  Whereupon  the  lieutenant-general 
commanding  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  submitted  the  following 
questions  for  consideration : 

1st.  The  condition  of  the  States  since  the  fall  of  Vicksburg;  the 
temper  of  the  people;  the  resources  and  ability  of  each  State  to  con- 
tribute to  the  cause  and  the  defense  of  the  department,  and  the  best 
means  of  bringing  into  use  the  whole  population  for  the  protection  of 
their  homes. 

2d.  The  best  means  for  restoring  confidence,  checking  the  spirit  of 
disloyalty,  and  keeping  the  people  steadfast,  in  the  hox)e  of  ultimate 
triumph  of  our  arms. 

3d.  The  question  of  the  currency,  and  the  best  method  of  securing 
the  cotton  of  this  department  without  causing  opposition  on  the  part 
of  the  people,  and  the  best  method  of  disposing  of  the  same. 

4th.  The  extent  of  the  civil  authority  to  be  exercised,  referred  to  in 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  July  14. 

5th.  Appointment  of  commissioner  to  confer  with  French  and  Mexican 
authorities  in  Mexico. 

6th.  Arms  and  ordnance  stores. 

The  conference  was  organized  on  the  17th  of  August,  1863,  by  calling 
Gov.  Francis  E.  Lubbock,  of  Texas,  to  the  chair,  and  the  appointment 
of  W.  K.  Patterson  secretary. 

On  motion,  the  chair  appointed  the  following  committees : 

Ko.  1.  Governor  Eeynolds,  Missouri;  Yoorhies,  Louisiana;  Johnson, 
Arkansas ; Bryan,  Texas ; Oldham,  Texas ; and  Patterson,  Arkansas. 

No.  2.  Oldham,  Texas;  Merrick,  Louisiana;  Mitchell,  Arkansas;  Eey- 
nolds, Missouri ; and  Lubbock,  Texas. 

No.  3.  Johnson,  Arkansas ; Moore,  Louisiana ; Murr ah,  Texas  ; Man- 
ning, Louisiana;  and  Merrick,  Louisiana. 

On  motion,  the  first,  second,  and  sixth  imopositions  were  referred  to 
Committee  No.  1;  second  proposition  to  Committee  No.  2;  and  fourth 
and  fifth  propositions  to  Committee  No.  3. 

Conference  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  8 o’clock. 

Tuesday,  August  18,  1863— -8  a.  m. 

Conference  met,  and  Judge  Merrick,  Committee  No.  3,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report ; which  was  unanimously  adopted : 

The  undersigned  sub-committee  has  had  under  consideration  the  ques- 
tion submitted  by  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  as  to  the  extent  of  civil 
authority  to  be  exercised  by  him,  referred  to  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
his  letter  of  July  14,  1863;  now  report  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, it  is  intended  that  such  powers  only  should  be  exercised  as  are 
now  exercised  by  other  officers  at  Eichmond,  and  which  are  absolutely 
necessary,  on  account  of  inability  to  communicate  with  Eichmoud,  that 
the  general  should  assume  in  order  to  augment  his  army  and  put  the 
department  in  the  best  state  of  defense. 

The  objects  to  which  such  powers  will  extend  are  enumerated  gener- 
ally in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  it  is  imi)racticable  to  be 
more  specific  here.  Of  course,  when  tbe  Secretary  of  War  advises  tiie 
general  in  command  of  the  department  to  assume  powers  not  granted 
by  any  act  of  i^oiigress  to  any  general  in  the  army,  and  only  exercised 
by  other  departments  of  the  Government,  he  expects  that  such  powers 
(which  are  only  powers  of  administration)  should  be  exercised  accord- 
ing to  existiug  laws,  and  that  nothing  should  be  changed,  except  the 
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agents  by  which  the  operations  of  the  Government  in  respect  to  this 
department  are  carried  on.  The  respective  States  composing  the  de- 
partment have  organized  governments,  and  it  could  not  have  been  the 
intention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  advise  the  commanding  general  to 
exercise  civil  authority  which  belongs  to  the  States,  they  still  having 
officers  present  ready  to  perform  their  respective  duties  and  functions. 

MEKEIOK, 

Chairman, 

Committee  No.  1 made  the  following  report;  which  was,  on  motion, 
unanimously  adopted : 

The  undersigned,  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  proposi- 
tions Nos.  1,  2,  and  6,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report  : 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  department  has  labored 
under  peculiar  difficulties  of  a very  embarrassing  character.  It  has  re- 
ceived but  a meager  share  of  the  limited  supply  of  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  under  control  of  the  Government  at  Eichmond.  Many  are  in- 
quiring at  present  as  to  the  causes  which  prevented  adequate  supplies 
trom  being  sent  west  of  the  riv^er.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  suj)ply 
of  arms  and  ammunition  in  this  department  has  never  been  equal  to 
the  imperative  demands  of  the  army.  This  was  true  before  the  fall  of 
Vicksburg.  Now,  since  the  enemy  have  entire  control  of  the  Mississippi 
Eiver,  and  have  the  Gulf  coast  effectually  blockaded,  and  the  State  of 
Missouri  overrun  and  governed  by  military  power,  we  are  completely 
separated  from  our  confederates  east  of  the  river,  and  must  abandon  all 
hope  of  the  imperfect  and  irregular  supply  heretofore  received  from  the 
Government,  and  at  once  and  entirely  rely  upon  our  resources. 

Beleaguered  as  we  are  by  the  enemy,  the  general  commanding  this 
department  can  neither  transmit  reports  nor  receive  orders  regularly 
trom  the  capital.  Hence  the  safety  of  our  people  requires  that  he  as- 
sume at  once  and  exercise  the  discretion,  power,  and  prerogatives  of  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States  and  his  subordinates  in  reference 
to  all  matters  involving  the  defense  of  his  department.  The  isolated 
condition  and  imminent  peril  of  this  department  demand  this  policy, 
and  will  not  permit  delay ; and  we  believe  that  all  may  be  done  without 
violating  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and  without  assuming  dictatorial  powers. 

As  to  the  temper  of  our  people,  we  are  compelled  to  report  some  dis- 
affection and  disloyalty  and  more  despondency  in  all  the  States  of  the 
department.  The  great  mass  of  the  people  are  loyal  to  the  Government 
of  their  choice,  and  have  full  confidence  in  the  ability  and  integrity  of 
the  lieutenant  general  commanding  this  department,  and  we  believe  they 
have  maturely  and  considerately  determined  that  no  greater  calamity 
can  befall  them  than  subiugation  by  or  submission  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. 

Your  committee  must  refer  to  the  resources  of  the  several  States  in 
general  terms,  because  they  have  neither  the  facts  nor  time  to  arrange 
them,  nor  do  we  deem  it  important  to  do  so,  as  the  general  command- 
ing, through  his  officers,  can  obtain  more  copious  and  accurate  statistics 
than  we  can  possibly  give  in  this  report.  It  is  thought  that  Texas  can 
and  will  put  into  the  field  from  15,000  to  20,000  men ; has  grain,  bacon, 
and  beef  enough  to  feed  the  army  and  her  people  for  at  least  two  years; 
has  four  gun  factories,  making  eight  hundred  guns  i)er  month ; has 
metal  (copper  and  tin)  to  make  one  hundred  cannon,  and  gun  wagons 
for  bke  number  completed  and  in  ^course  of  construction ; is  making 
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percussion  caps ; lias  two  pow'der  mills ; lias  30,703  pounds  common 
powder,  28,035  pounds  lead,  90,000  rounds  fixed  ammunition,  and  6,232 
pounds  buckshot.  One  regiment  State  troops  arrived  and  supplied 
with  ammunition.  Has  distributed  to  counties  a limited  quantity  of 
powder  and  caps-;  has  forwarded  great  numbers  of  cotton-cards  to  her 
^ people ; is  manufacturiug  cotton-cards,  and  has  material  to  keep  in 
good  repair  the  factories  in  the  penitentiary.  Arkansas  can  furnish 
8,000  to  10,000  men  ; has  immense  quantities  of  provision  and  forage. 
Louisiana  can  furnish  5,000  to  6,000  troops  j has  an  excess  of  corn, 
sugar,  and  molasses. 

As  to  the  manufacturing  of  clothing,  &c.,  and  mineral  resources  of 
this  department,  we  refer  the  general  commanding  to  reports  of  his 
clothing,  niter,  and  mining  bureaus,  and  his  ordnance  department,  as 
more  reliable  sources  of  information  than  any  in  our  possession. 

Missouri  at  present  is  chiefly  valuable  as  a recruiting  ground  for  the 
Confederate  Army.  It  is  thought  that  a good  system  of  recruiting  in 
Missouri  would  add  a regiment  per  month  from  that  State. 

As  to  the  best  means  of  bringing  into  use  the  whole  population  for  the 
protection  of  their  homes,  we  urge  the  execution  of  the  conscription 
law,  with  the  privilege  of  volunteering,  the  calling  out  of  the  militia  by 
the  Governor,  the  enrollment  of  volunteers  for  the  same  term  of  service 
most  agreeable  to  persons  not  liable  to  military  duty,  and  some  proper 
system  of  volunteering  in  districts  of  country  where  the  conscript  law 
canDot  be  enforced  by  reason  of  actual  or  threatened  invasion,  and  by 
every  consideration  of  public  safety  and  necessity  we  urge  the  impress- 
ment of  negro  teamsters  to  take  the  place  of  soldiers  in  all  Government 
trains. 

We  ask  respectfully  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  means  of  increasing  the  loyalty,  restoring  the  confidence,  &c., 
and  that  that  proposition  be  considered  by  the  entire  conference. 

THOS.  C.  EEYNOLDS, 

Chairman. 

Mr.  Murrah  submitted  the  following  report ; which  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

The  undersigned,  a sub-committee,  to  whom  was  referred  this  question, 
the  appointment  of  commissioner  to  confer  with  French  and  Mexican 
authorities  in  Mexico,”  respectfully  submit  that  the  dependence  of  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department  upon  the  ports  of  Mexico  for  supplies  and 
for  communication  abroad,  together  with  the  relationship  of  the  French 
and  Mexican  Governments  at  the  present  time,  makes  an  understanding 
with  the  authorities  by  those  Governments  highly  important,  if  not  ab- 
solutely essential.  The  disposition  of  these  powers  and  other  officials 
can  only  be  ascertained  by  correspondence  with  them.  The  correspond- 
ence, under  the  existing  state  of  things,  even  as  to  civil  matters,  can- 
not, perhaps,  be  conducted  desirably  through  the  Government,  and  as 
the  correspondence  is  merely  directed  to  the  interests  of  this  depart- 
ment and  its  immediate. wants,  the  law,  whenever  the  law  speaks,  and 
inopriety,  where  the  law"  is  silent,  points  out  the  military  commander 
of  the  department  as  the  proper  ofiicial  to  institute  and  commence  the 
correspondence.  As  to  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  correspondence,  it 
is,  of  course,  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  commander,  and  yet  it 
is  not  deemed  improper  to  suggest  that  the  importance  of  the  subject 
authorizes,  if  it  does  not  require,  an  agent,  intelligent,  well  informed, 
of  knowm  character,  one  adapted  to  inspire  confidence  by  his  knowl- 
edge and  discretion,  and  not  likely  to  be  misled,  in  these  times  of  trial 
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and  uncertainty,  by  mere  plausibilities  or  mere  intimations  intended 
to  please  and  flatter  without  x>romising  Or  guaranteeing  anything  of 
benefit.  The  selection  of  such  an  agent,  and  the  prosecution  of  such  a 
line  of  policy,  would  find  its  justification  in  facts  which  have  already 
transpired  in  the  conduct  of  French  officials.  These  facts,  forming  a 
basis  of  inquiry,  and  authorizing  an  approach  to  them  ofQcially  for  that  * 
purpose,  would  enable  the  agent  or  commissioner  to  sound  upon  Mexi- 
can soil  both  French  and  Mexican  authorities,  ascertain  their  disposition 
towa  rd  our  Government  and  people,  and  what  we  may  expect  from  them 
in  the  way  of  favor  or  opposition  j what  credits,  &c.,  may  be  founded 
upon  the  resources  and  productions  now  taken  up  in  our  own  territory. 
While  the  agent  might  not  be  dignified  by  any  defined  title  or  grade, 
w^hich  proclaims  his  authority  and  its  extent,  he  might  at  least  be  au- 
thorized to  make  explanation,  give  assurance,  and  come  to  an  under- 
standing, founded  upon  considerations  of  reciprocal  interests,  pointing 
directly  to  the  wants  of  this  department  and  embracing  the  specified 
matters  pertaining  to  the  great  questions  of  credit  and  supplies  from 
abroad.  It  is  believed  that  our  situation  is  such  that  these  inquiries 
cannot  be  pushed  forward  with  too  much  industry  and  discretion.  For 
if  it  be  that  the  French  Government  is  honorably  disposed  toward  our 
country,  such  control  has  she  over  the  territory  and  parts  of  Mexico  that 
her  wiil  is  likely  to  be  law,  and  important  results  may  be  anticipated 
from  securing  her  good-will. 

The  condition  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  her  wants,  what 
is  believed  and  understood  of  the  disposition  of  the  French  authorities 
toward  us,  it  is  believed  fully  authorizes  the  commanding  general,  who 
is  not,  and  cannot  be,  instructed  from  Eichmoud,  to  assume  and  act  upon 
all  civil  matters  pertaining  to  this  agency,  questions  of  mere  irregularity 
or  even  of  doubtful  authority  in  instituting  and  conducting  this  corre- 
spondence, letting  the  interest  of  the  country  and  the  necessities  under 
which  it  labors  be  the  laws  to  guide  his  discretion  and  action. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

P.  MUEEAH. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  following  subjects,  submitted 
by  Lieutenant-General  Smith,  to  wit,  the  questions  of  currency  and 
the  best  mode  of  securing  the  cotton  of  the  department  without  causing 
opposition  on  the  part  of  the  people,  submit  the  following  report : 

That  in  view  of  the  difficulties  resulting  from  the  occupation  of  the 
Mississippi  Eiver  by  the  enemy,  the  cotton  of  this  department  is  the  only 
safe  and  reliable  means  for  carrying  on  efficient  military  operations  for 
the  defense  of  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi.  The  authority  of 
the  general  in  command,  under  the  circumstances,  to  use  the  cotton  as 
a means  of  purchasing  and  accumulating  military  supplies  cannot  be 
doubted,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  usually  denomi- 
nated the  “impressment  act.’^  As  it  will  be  impossible  to  obtain  Con- 
federate Treasury  notes  to  pay  for  the  cotton  to  the  amount  that  will  be 
required,  and  as  such  an  additional  amount  thrown  into  circulation, 
largely  increasing  our  already  redundant  circulation,  would  tend  to  the 
still  greater  depreciation  of  Confederate  notes  as  a currency,  the  com- 
mittee make  the  following  suggestions,  both  as  to  the  mode  of  payment 
and  as  a means  of  sustaining  the  credit  of  Treasury  notes  as  currency, 
for  the  consideration  of  the  commanding  general : That  certificates  be 
executed  and  delivered  to  the  owners  of  the  cotton  purchased,  xfiedging 
the  Government  for  the  payment  of  the  price  agreed  upon,  in  6 i)er  cent, 
coupon  bonds,  the  interest  to  be  paid  semi-annually  from  the  date  of  the 
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certificate,  in  specie,  and  with  the  additional  pledge  that  a sufficient 
amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  cotton  shall  be  inviolably  set 
apart  for  the  payment  of  the  interest-coupons  for  at  least  the  first  two 
years,  and  that  the  Government  will  provide  for  the  prompt  and  certain 
payment  of  future  accumulating  interest. 

We  believe  the  planters  would  much  prefer  such  a payment  than  in 
Treasury  notes ; that  such  certificates  would  not  swell  the  volume  of  cir- 
culation now  afloat,  and  that  their  value  would  be  estimated  much  higher 
than  Treasury  notes,  and  would  have  a credit  that  would  make  them 
much  more  available  as  a means  for  obtaining  whatever  the  holder 
might  wish  to  purchase  at  home  or  abroad  than  any  other  form  of  se- 
curity the  Government  could  issue. 

Taking  possession  of  the  entire  amount  of  cotton,  with  such  excep- 
tions and  modifications  as  the  commanding  general  may  deem  neces- 
sary to  meet  particular  wants  or  necessities  of  the  people,  would  take 
the  cotton  trade  out  of  the  hands  of  speculators  now  engaged  in  it,  pre- 
vent the  further  depreciation  of  Confederate  notes  by  preventing  an 
amount  equal  to  the  value  of  the  entire  cotton  crop  being  accumulated 
in  the  locality  of  this  department,  in  which  a superabundance  now 
already  exists,  and  prevent  further  demoralization  of  the  public  senti- 
ment by  the  greed  of  gain  and  avaricious  desire  with  which  it  is  already 
infected. 

Upon  the  subject  of  discharging  the  necessary  military  obligations 
incurred,  we  venture  to  suggest  that,  in  case  money  cannot  be  obtained 
from  Eichmond  for  that  purpose,  the  commanding  general,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  special  powers  conferred  upon  him  by  the  President,  cause 
the  Confederate  notes  not  bearing  interest,  which  have  been  funded 
with  the  various  depositories  within  this  department,  to  be  reissued  and 
paid  out  by  the  proper  officers  in  discharge  of  the  debts  for  military  pur- 
poses, as  well  as  pay  due  to  the  soldiers.  Although  the  pledge  would 
not  be  binding  upon  the  Government,  we  have  no  doubt  if  such  notes 
were  reissued,  with  the  pledge  of  the  privilege  of  being  refunded  in 
bonds  of  the  same  rate  of  interest  as  new  issue,  the  Government,  under 
the  circumstances,  would  not  hesitate  to  ratify  the  act  and  redeem  the 
pledge. 

OLDHAM, 

Chairman. 

The  foregoing  report  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  except  that  portion 
recommending  the  issuance  of  specie-paying  coupon  bonds.'  That 
proposition  was  not  agreed  to  by  a tie  vote. 

The  conference  having  under  consideration  the  best  means  of  restor- 
ing public  confidence  and  promoting  our  cause.  Governor  Eeynolds 
offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  to  harmonize  and  infuse  vigor  into  the  patriotic  efforts 
of  the  people,  obtain  and  diffuse  correct  information,  and  discourage 
disloyalty,  an  organization  should  be  instituted  as  follows:  The  Gov- 
ernors for  the  time  being  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  should, 
unofficially,  compose  a committee  of  imblic  safety,  with  a chairman  to 
call  it  together  when  necessary  and  act  as  its  agent,  and  should  pro- 
vide for  corresponding  committees  in  each  county  and  parish,  to  corre- 
spond with  the  Governors  of  other  States  and  with  the  committee. 
The  people  of  each  county  and  parish  should  form  a voluntary  confed- 
erate association,  to  co-operate  with  the  Trans-Mississippi  committee  of 
public  safety  and  the  corresponding  committees. 
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Hon.  0.  B.  Mitchell  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  from  our  intercourse  with  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith, 
and  on  hearing  his  plans,  we  have  the  most  implicit  confidence  in  his 
regard  for  law,  his  military  skill  and  ability,  his  devotion  to  Southern 
rights,  his  purity  and  integrity  as  a man,  and  we  believe  that  the  united, 
vigorous  efforts  of  our  people  will,  under  his  leadership,  insure  our  final 
and  complete  success. 

Which  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  conference,  having  considered  all  the  matters  submitted  by  the 
lieutenant-general,  finally  adjourned,  having  received  the  thanks  of  the 
general  for  attendance  and  advice. 

E.  E.  LUBBOCK, 

Chairman. 

W.  K.  Patterson, 

Secretary. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  September  11, 1863. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond : 

Sir  : I have  the  houor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  9th  ultimo,  handed  me  by  Col.  T.  P.  Dockery,  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Arkansas  Eegiment.  Colonel  Dockery  has  been  charged  with 
the  collection  of  the  Arkansas  troops  from  Port  Hudson  and  Vicksburg 
and  with  tlie  reorganization  of  his  own  brigade.  He  will  carry  out  the 
instructions  received  frora  the  War  Department.  I fear  difficulties  not 
anticipated  will  be  encountered  by  him  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty, 
and  that  his  success  will  not  equal  the  expectations  of  the  Department. 

Heavy  columns  of  the  enemy,  both  in  the  Indian  country  and  near 
Little  Kock«,  threaten  us  with  the  occupation  of  Arkansas  to  the  line  of 
the  Washita.  Our  means  are  utterly  inadequate  for  even  defensive 
operations.  General  Holmes  has  not  over  9,000  effective  men.  He  is 
opposed  by  a column  of  some  20,000,  whilst  his  flanks  and  communica- 
tions are  threatened  from  the  Mississippi,  in  the  direction  of  Camden. 
General  Steele,  with  an  ill-armed  force,  5,000  or  6,000  strong,  cannot  be 
expected  to  make  headway  against  Blunt,  but  will  be  compelled  to  fall 
back  toward  the  line  of  the  Eed  Eiver  whenever  General  Holmes  is 
forced  back  upon  the  line  of  the  Washita.  General  Taylor  can  give  no 
assistance.  He  is  opx)0’sed  by  a force  of  nearly  three  to  one  in  his  own 
district.  I inclose  you  a memorandum  of  the  forces  within  the  depart- 
ment. Their  numbers  could  be  doubled  had  we  the  arms  now  to  place  in 
the  hands  of  the  men.  The  State  troops  have  been  called  out.  The  old 
have  been  and  are  being  organized  into  companies  under  the  acts  for 
local  defense.  1 have  no  arms  to  place  in  their  hands.  The  country  in 
a great  measure  has  been  stripped  of  its  shot-guns  and  rifles,  which, 
early  in  the  struggle,  were  taken  east  of  the  Mississippi  by  the  troops. 
The  retreat  from  Prairie  Grove  and  the  fall  of  the  Post  of  Arkansas,  just 
])revious  to  my  arrival,  lost  to  the  department  a large  number  of  small- 
arms,  With  the  excex)tion  of  a few  hundred  unserviceable  guns,  princi- 
l)ally  flint-lock  muskets,  crossed  at  Natchez  in  the  month  of  June,  nothing 
has  been  received  in  the  department.  Eequisitions  and  representations 
have  been  made  without  practical  results.  Communications  have  been 
interrupted,  and  arms  intended  for  us  were  lost  at  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg. The  like  ill-success  has  attended  every  effort  to  introduce  arms 
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by  tbe  Eio  Grande.  The  Goodyear,  with  twelve  thousand  stand  of 
arms,  was  seized  by  a French  man  of- war,  and  carried  to  Vera  Cruz. 
The  United  States  blockading  fleet  has  effectually  intercepted  and  pre- 
vented other  arrivals.  I do  not  make  these  statements  in  a fault-find- 
ing spirit,  but  they  are  facts  which  present  the  difficulties  of  my  posi- 
tion to  you,  which  discourage  and  dishearten  the  iieople,  and  which 
prevent  the  successful  execution  of  any  plan  for  the  defense  of  this 
department  on  its  present  bounds. 

The  massing  of  heav^^  columns  in  Arkansas,  on  the  Mississippi,  and 
in  Lower  Louisiana,  the  employment  of  a large  portion  of  Grant’s  army 
in  these  dispositions,  and  the  activity  being  displayed  by  the  enemy, 
clearly  point  to  a permanent  occupation  of  this  department.  Politically, 
it  is  a wise  move.  The  people,  particularly  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana, 
lukewarm,  dispirited,  and  demoralized  by  love  of  property,  are,  under 
concessions  from  their  conquerors,  to  a great  extent  prepared  for  re- 
turning to  their  allegiance.  A heavj’-  column  will  penetrate  the  country 
from  Little  Eock,  in  concert  with  a force  under  Blunt,  mbving  through 
the  Indian  country,  whilst  the  main  column,  invading  Louisiana,  moves 
up  the  valley  of  Eed  Eiver  for  its  line  pf  operations.  A force  from 
Eatchez  and  from  Vicksburg,  concentrating  at  Monroe  or  some  other 
})oint  on  the  Washita,  will  threaten  our  flank  and  communications  on 
Eed  Eiver.  Preparations  making  at  Berwick’s  Bay  and  New  Orleans 
threaten  the  State  of  Texas  by  Lavaca,  with  San  Antonio  for  the  ob- 
jective point,  cutting  oft*  the  trade  and  communications  with  Mexico; 
or  the  State  may  be  invaded  by  Niblett’s  Bluff,  with  Houston  and  the 
railroad  system  as  the  objects  of  the  campaign.  My  information  from 
within  the  enemy’s  lines  indicate  each  and  all  of  these  movements.  The 
campaign  is  stupendous ; but  great  preparations  are  going  on,  and  the 
enemy’s  force  is  sufficiently  large,  when  the  smallness  of  our  means  is 
considered,  for  carrying  on  all  these  operations  at  once.  ^Disastrous  as 
it  may  be  in  a political  point  of  view,  we  shall  probably  be  forced  back 
to  the  Sabine  and  Eed  Eiver.  If  the  enemy  moves  with  as  large  a force 
as  he  is  represented  to  have,  this  must  be  the  ultimate  result.  As  our 
troops,  now  scattered  over  a vast  and  extended  line,  approach  a con- 
centration, good  results  may  be  expected.  Occupying  the  interior  line, 
we  may,  under  the  providence  of  God,  strike  a blow  which  may  mate- 
rially affect  the  result  of  the  campaign. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 

Estimated  effective  force. 


Indian  Territory  and  Arkansas 14, 500 

Western  Louisiana 11,500 

Texas 6, 600 


[Indorsement.] 

Eead  and  returned. 

You  have  more  accurate  knowledge  of  Grant’s  forces. 

The  statement  in  relation  to  arms  should  have  a reply.  Similar  re- 
marks have  been  made  by  politicians,  and  I infer  that  General  Smith 
has  accepted  their  version.  What  results  may  have  attended  the  efforts 
to  send  in  arms  by  the  Eio  Grande  is  probably  known  to  you..  The 
storage  of  arms  {en  route)  at  Vicksburg  was  a blunder.  From  "whom  did 
the  orders  producing  it  emanate 
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• Headquarters  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  on  Middle  Boggy,  G.  N’.,  September  11,  1863. 

Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Little  EocJc  : 

Major  : Owing  to  the  late  numerous  and  continued  desertions  from 
the  brigade  commanded  by  General  Cabell,  many  of  them  going  to  the 
enemy,  I was  forced  to  order  this  brigade  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Smith. 
My  reasons  for  thus  disconnecting,  temporarily  at  least,  the  brigades 
were  twofold : First,  I found  the  demoralization  pervading  that  bri- 
gade to  be  spreading  amongst  the  other  troops  in  the  held,  especially 
the  Indian  troops,  who  began  to  lose  conhdencein  the  determination  of 
the  white  troops  to  defend  their  country  j and,  secondly,  I desired  to 
have  a supporting  force  within  convenient  distance  of  Fort  Smith  (hav- 
ing, as  before  stated,  left  one  regiment  of  infantry  at  that  post).  Gen- 
eral 0.  [Cabell]  was  ordered  to  fall  back  so  as  to  form  a junction  with  the 
forces  under  my  command,  and  on  this  road,  in  the  direction  of  my 
sources  of  supplies.  On  the  23d  ultimo  the  enemy  advanced  rapidly 
upon  me,  while  encamped  on  Brookin’s  Creek,  about  4 miles  from  the 
Canadian,  with  a force  of  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  about  3,000  infantry, 
and  two  batteries  of  artillery.  His  infantry  were  transported  in  light 
wagons.  My  own  effective  force  not  exceeding  2,000  effective  men,  my 
ammunition  being  so  very  inferior  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  induce  my 
men  to  face  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  having  but  three  pieces  of 
artillery,  viz,  two  mountain  howitzers  and  one  2.25-inch  rifle  prairie  gun, 
I determined  not  to  hazard  a general  engagement,  but  to  fall  back  in  the 
direction  of  Texas,  in  the  hope  of  receiving  General  Bankhead’s  re- 
enforcements in  time  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check.  From  the  point  indi- 
cated to  a few  miles  on  this  side  of  Perryville  the  advance  kept  up  a 
vigorous  pursuit.  At  Perryville  the  advance  of  the  enemy  attacked 
my  rear  guard,  and  were  repulsed  with  loss,  the  extent  of  which  I am 
not  informed  with  any  certainty  ; my  own  loss  being  1 man  wounded. 
After  a very  severe  and  toilsome  march,  I reached  this  place,  where  I 
met  General  Bankhead  with  the  advance  of  his  force.  I immediately 
ordered  General  B.  forward  on  the  Fort  Smith  road,  fearing  that,  as 
the  enemy  had  pursued  me  no  farther  than  Perryville,  they  would  turn 
in  the  direction  of  Fort  Smith,  as  I had  intimated  in  my  communition 
to  General  Cabell.  On  the  31st  ultimo.  General  Cabell  reports  that  he 
was  attacked  by  General  Blunt,  and,  after  some  skirmish  fighting,  the 
advance  of  the  enemy  was  repulsed.  During  the  night,  General  C.  re- 
tired on  the  road  to  Waldron,  in  the  direction  of  Lanesport.  On  the 
succeeding  day  he  was  again  attacked  by  from  1,500  to  2,000  cavalry 
and  six  pieces  of  artillery.  After  four  hours’  hard  fighting,  according 
to  the  report  of  General  C.,  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  with  a loss  of  from 
40  to  50  killed  and  from  100  to  150  wounded.  General  O.’s  own  loss  being 
5 killed,  12  wounded,  and  2 missing.  General  C.  reports  about  one-half 
the  brigade  as  having  behaved  disgracefully  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and 
as  being  saved  from  an  utter  rout  by  the  desperate  fighting  of  the  other 
half.  The  last  heard  from  General  C.  was  from  Waldron.  When  last 
heard  from.  General  Bankhead  was  about  15  miles  from  the  same  place. 
In  the  event  General  Cabell  did  not  pass  down  south  before  General 
B.  reached  W.  [Waldron],  a junction  of  their  forces  has  ere  this  been 
effected.  In  such  an  event,  orders  have  been  forwarded  to  retire  their 
forces  in  this  direction,  on  the  road  leading  across  from  the  Waldron  to 
the  Fort  Smith  and  Texas  road,  on  which  I am  now  encamped.  My  chief 
fear  now  is  that  General  C.  has  been  forced  back  below  the  intersecting 
road  referred  to,  and  that  he  will  only  be  able  to  reunite  his  force  with 
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my  own  after  a very  long  arid  tedious  march  over  one  of  the  worst  roads 
imaginable.  Why  General  0.  did  not  retire,  as  specially  ordered,  on 
this  road,  I am  unable  to  say.  It  is  possible  that  the  enemy,  having 
possession  of  this  road  in  his  rear,  may  have  driven  him  to  the  necessity 
of  crossing  the  Poteau  and  adopting  the  road  he  is  now  on  as  his  line 
of  retreat.  Anticipating  the  ultimate  necessity  of  a retrograde  movement 
from  Port  Smith  toward  Eed  Eiver  (unless  provided  against  by  a speedy 
re-enforcement),  I had  caused  supplies  to  he  placed  on  this  road  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  troops  under  General  Cabeil. 

Should  a junction  have  been  effected  between  Generals  Gabell  and 
Bankhead,  1 feel  confident  the  enemy  may  be  held  in  check,  at  least 
until  I am  able  to  bring  the  balance  of  the  command  to  their  supjiort. 
I am  in  anticipation,  of  more  definite  information  from  the  commands 
referred  to  momentarily. 

As  I have  ever  feared,  the  Indian  troops,  except  one  regiment  of 
Choctaws,  were  no  service  whatever.  The  greater  part  of  the  Cher- 
okees  were  absent,  and  the  Creeks  utterly  refused  to  leave  their  country 
after  the  occupation  of  their  country  by  the  enemy.  The  commander 
of  the  United  States  forces  addressed  a communication  to  one  of  their 
leading  men,  tendering  the  assurance  of  the  protection  of  his  Govern- 
ment, the  restoration  of  their  rights,  property,  &c.  What  number 
have  gone  to  the  enemy  I am  unable  to  say.  The  troops  of  that  Na- 
tion are,  however,  still  remaining  in  the  Nation,  and  may  be  safely 
considered  of  no  further  service  to  our  cause,  unless  we  should  repos- 
sess ourselves  of  that  country.  My  losses,  except  in  Indian  troops, 
during  the  late  movements  of  this  force  have  been  so  slight  as  not 
to  justify  enumeration.  I am  now  subjected  to  great  inconvenience, 
owing  to  the  manner  in  which  my  supplies  of  breadstuff's  are  furnished. 
The  requisitions  made  by  my  staff  officers  upon  the  chief  commissary 
of  the  Northern  Sub-District  of  Texas  are  far  from  being  met  in  due 
time,  and  my  forces  are  literally  subsisting  from  hand  to  mouth.  With 
the  superabundance  of  grain  in  Northern  Texas,  a short  distance, 
over  good  roads,  to  transport  my  breadstuffs,  I should  always  have 
on  hand  a surplus,  over  and  above  my  daily  necessities,  as  would 
enable  me  to  move  to  any  desirable  point  without  embarrassment. 
Being  of  the  opinion  some  time  since  that  I should  be  forced  to’  the 
abandonment  of  Fort  Smith,  I gave  orders  for  the  removal  of  all  public 
stores  of  value  from  that  point.  I therefore  infer  that  in  the  capture 
of  that  place  by  the  enemy  no  loss  in  this  respect  was  sustained.  Sun- 
dry reports  have  reached  me  of  re-enforcements  being  en  route  from 
Texas.  I am  in  possession  of  no  official  information  on  this  subject.  I 
have  received  the  assurance  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  command- 
ing Trans-Mississippi  Department,  through  Col.  S.  S.  Scott,  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Aft'airs,  that  my  force  should  be  strengthened,  and  a 
supply  of  arms  forwarded  at  an  early  day.  This  assurance  has  been 
communicated  to  the  Indians  by  Colonel  Scott,  who  left  my  headquar- 
ters to-day. 

In  conclusion,  I would  respectfully  suggest  that  there  is  now  eight 
months^  pay  due  the  troops  of  this  command,  and  that  my  disbursing 
officers  are  very  nearly  out  of  funds. 

My  communication  being  interrupted,  as  stated,  is  now  to  Bonham, 
Tex.,  to  which  point  I have  a pony  express,  and  from  there  to  General 
Smitffs  headquarters  there  is  a similar  express. 

Very  respectfully, 


WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  September  12,  1863. 

Major-General  Price, 

Commanding  Distriet  of  Arkansas,  A'e. : 

General:  Your  telegram  anuounciug  the  evacuation  of  Little  Eock 
has  been  received.  Your  position  became  untenable  when  your  works 
were  turned  and  the  enemy  crossed  the  Arkansas.  I know  the  press- 
ure forcing  you  to  give  battle  at  all  hazards  was  great.  Could  you  have 
done  so  with  hopes  of  success,  the  stake  at  issue  demanded  the  hazard; 
but  against  a largely  superior  force,  with  but  little  prospect  of  victory, 
you  did  wisely  in  saving  and  keeping  together  your  little  army.  Un- 
fortunate as  the  loss  of  the  Arkansas  is,  it  would  have  been  infinitely 
more  disastrous  had  the  little  army  upon  which  all  our  hopes  in  that 
quarter  are  concentrated  been  lost.  Time  with  us  is  everything.  Keep 
your  force  together,  call  all  the  people  of  the  State  to  your  support, 
make  the  line  of  the  Washita  your  line,  and  employ  negro  labor  in  forti- 
fying the  crossings.  The  enemy  will  not  soon  be  prepared  to  advance 
beyond  the  Arkansas.  Successes  below  may  soon  give  an  opportunity 
for  strengthening  you.  Keep  the  cavalry  well  to  the  front.  Secure  ail 
the  transportation  as  you  fall  back.  The  telegraph  wire  should  be  taken 
down  and  sent  to  the  rear.  Should  you  retire  beyond  Benton,  some 
force  must  occupy  Camden.  Major’s  brigade  will  be  sent  there  to  report 
to  you  as  soon  as  possible.  They  were  turned  by  General  Taylor  on 
their  march  to  Shreveport  to  oppose  the  column  marching  by  Trinity 
on  Alexandria. 

A fleet  of  some  twenty-seven  boats,  with  a land  force  of  some  10,000 
or  15,000  men,  commanded  by  General  Franklin,  Banks’  successor,  made 
an  attack  at  Sabine  Pass  on  the  8th.  Two  gunboats  were  captured,  and 
the  fleet  retired.  A landing  is  being  effected  on  the  Calcasieu,  when 
Sabine  Pass  will  be  taken  in  reverse,  and  the  enemy,  established  at 
Kiblett’s  Bluff,  will  make  Houston  the  objective  point  of  their  opera- 
tions. Taylor  and  Magruder  will  both  have  their  hands  full.  The 
utmost  enthusiasm  prevails  in  Texas;  the  people  are  turning  out  freely, 
and  Magruder  writes  in  good  spirits. 

I am,  general,  sincerely,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

• Camp  Watie,  September  13,  1863. 

Acting  Brigadier-General  Bankhead, 

Commanding  Texas  Brigade,  in  the  Field: 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  repeat  the 
order  sent  by  courier  two  days  since,  that  you  will  confine  your  obser- 
vations to  the  line  of  the  Fort  Smith  road,  leading  in  this  direction. 
The  road  to  Waldron  is  to  be  specially  avoided.  Your  movements  will 
be  as  suggested,  whether  or  not  you  have  succeeded  in  forming  a junc- 
tion with  Brigadier-General  Cabell. 

The  available  jmrtion  of  General  Cooper’s  brigade  go  forward  to-day, 
at  least  as  far  as  Johnson’s  Station,  on  Brushy.  Should  an  emergency 
require  it,  the  entire  remaining  force  in  the  Indian  country  will  be 
moved  forward  to  your  sujiport.  The  temporary  absence  of  the  com- 
manding general  from  the  camp  it  is  hoped  will  not  interrupt  your  com- 
munication with  these  headquarters.  The  communication  must  be  kept 
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up,  embodying  siicli  information  of  importance  as  you  are  enabled  to 
gather,  as  also  sucli  suggestions  as  circumstances  may  warrant. 

The  road  leading  south  from  Waldron  is  exceedingly  rough,  and  the 
Towson  road  is  almost  imi^assable,  even  for  light  vehicles;  being  on 
either  of  these  roads,  therefore,  should  you  be  forced  back  by  superior 
numbers,  you  could  only  regain  this  command  by  making  a very  circui- 
tous detour  via  Eed  Eiver. 

A dour  train  has  been  sent  forward,  but  will  not  go  farther  than 
Gaines’  Creek,  unless  in  communication  with  you. 

d.  F.  CEOSBY, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

No.  21.  1 September  13,  1863. 

•This  command  will  move  to-morrow  morning  at  daybreak  in  the 
direction  of  Arkadelphia,  in  the  usual  order.  General  McEae  being  in 
front  and  Colonel  Clark  in  rear.  Eeveiile  will  sound  at  3 o’clock.  The 
baggage  train  of  McEae’s  brigade  will  start  at  4 o’clock  precisely,  and 
the  other  trains  each  will  close  upon  the  one  preceding  it  in  order.  Bri- 
gade commanders  will  be  held  responsible  that  their  trains  close  in  at 
the  proper  time,  and  will  give  such  orders  to  their  quartermasters  as 
will  secure  that  object.  All  men  physically  unable  to  march,  except 
those  carried  in  the  ambulances,  will  be  sent  out  of  cami>  with  the  bag- 
gage train  of  their  respective  brigades,  and  each  person  so  sent  shall 
be  provided  with  a written  pass  from  his  regimental  commander,  in 
default  of  which  he  will  be  stopped  by  the  advance  picket,  and  return 
to  his  command  in  charge  of  the  guard. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Frost: 

L.  A.  MACLEAN, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Arkadelphia,  September  14, 1863. 

General  Marmaduke  : 

From  present  indications,  how  long  will  you  be  able  to  maintain  your 
position  at  Eockport  ? 

THOS.  L.  SNEAD, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Eockport,  September  14,  1863. 

Major  Snead: 

No  enemy  in  pursuit  that  I can  hear  of.  Cannot  say  now  when  I will 
be  forced  from  this  position.  Will  send  scouts  this  evening  in  direction 
of  Little  Eock,  Pine  Bluff,  and  Hot  Springs. 

J.  S.  MAEMADUKE, 

_____  Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  Watie.,  September  15,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell  : 

General  : No  report  has  been  received  from  you  since  your  letter  of 
2d  instant,  from  Waldron.  Acting  General  Bankhead  was  near  Wal- 
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(Iron  on  the  7th,  and  had  so  far  failed  to  communicate  with  you.  Your 
movement  in  the  direction  you  have  taken,  instead  of  to  Eiddle’s,  as 
directed,  has  rendered  nugatory  the  measures  taken  for  your  assistance. 
If  you  have  not  returned  to  join  the  forces  under  the  command  of  your- 
self and  Acting  General  Bankhead,  you  will  move  by  the  shortest  prac- 
ticable route  on  to  the  road  from  Fort  Smith  to  this  place  or  Boggy 
Depot.  You  will  cause  all  of  the  ordnance  stores  and  tools,  as  well  as 
such  w^orkmen  as  may  be  with  you,  and  belonging  to  the  Fort  Smith 
Depot,  to  be  sent  to  Fort  Washita. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[P.  S.] — Your  letter  of  the  7th  just  received,  since  writing  the  above. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  Watie,  G.  W.,  September  15,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper, 

Commanding^  : 

General  : You  will  occupy  a line  from  Johnson’s,  on  the  Fort  Smith 
road,  .to  the  vicinity  of  Perryville,  keeping  out  small  parties  for  obser- 
vation. Nothing  is  known  of  the  movements  of  Generals  Bankhead 
and  Cabell,  to  calculate  upon  with  sufficient  certainty.  Home  Guards 
and  independent  companies  should  be  encouraged  to  organize  and  pre- 
pare for  the  occasion  when  their  services  will  be  required,  but  it  is  not 
deemed  advisable  to  bring  them  into  camps  at  present.  Should  a change 
of  camp,  on  account  of  forage,  become  necessary,  the  line  of  Gaines’ 
Creek,  or  near  it,  may  be  adopted,  should  the  relative  positions  of  op- 
posing forces  remain  as  at  present. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Steele : 

J.  F.  CEOSBY, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Eden’S,  25  Miles  West  of  Waldron,  on  the  Line, 

September  15, 1863. 

[General  Steele:] 

General:  I marched  from  Waldron  yesterday  to  this  place.  I 
heard  on  Monday  night  that  the  enemy  was  moving  down  in  two  col- 
umns to  attack  me — one  by  the  Lookout  Gap  road,  and  the  other  by 
the  Waldron  road.  Believing  that  I could  take  both,  I marched  out 
to  Lookout  Gap  by  daylight  yesterday,  and  waited  until  2 p.  m.  The 
enemy,  however,  failed  to  make  his  appearance,  and  I am  inclined  to 
believe  that  he  has  no  such  purpose,  and  has  not  the  force  at  his  com- 
mand. I shall  leave  a small  party  here  to  gather  up  the  cattle  left  by 
the  herders,  and  move  on  to  Holston’s  to-day.  I inclose  latest  dates 
from  Fort  Smith.  Mr.  Eden  informs  me  that  the  Choctaws  are  now  in 
council,  discussing  a proposition  from  General  Blunt.  He  thinks  there 
is  division  among  them.  I shall  hope  to  receive  further  instructions  at 
Holston’s  or  Eiddle’s;  and  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

SMITH  P.  BAJ^KHEAD, 

Acting  Brigadier -General. 
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Engineer  Bureau,  September  15,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Commanding  Trans- Mississippi  Department : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  send,  in  addition  to  the  names  speci- 
fied in  my  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  the  following  list  of  men,  who,  by 
the  wish  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  are  to  be  employed  in  your 
department  on  the  special  service  of  destroying  the  enemy^s  property  by 
torpedoes  and  similar  inventions,  viz : E.  C.  Singer,  B.  W.  Dunn,  J.  E. 
Fretwell,  and  E.  M.  Tucker.  These  men 'Should  each  be  enlisted  in  and 
form  part  of  an  engineer  company,  but  will,  nevertheless,  be  employed, 
so  far  as  possible,  on  the  service  specified  above.  When  the  public  in- 
terests, in  your  judgment,  require  it,  details  of  additional  men  may  be 
made,  either  from  the  engineer  troops  or  from 'the  line,  to  aid  them  in 
their  particular  duties,  and  they  may  be  furnished  by  the  military  au- 
thorities with  the  necessary  ammunition.  Their  compensation  will  be 
50  per  cent,  of  the  property  destroyed  by  their  new  inventions,  and  all 
the  arms  and  munitions  captured  by  them  by  the  use  of  torpedoes  or  of 
similar  devices.  Beyond  this  they  will  be  entitled  to  such  other  reward 
as  Congress  may  hereafter  provide. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFEED  L.  EIVES, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Acting  Chief  of  Bureau, 


Approved : 


[Indorsement.] 


J.  A.  SEDDOK, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  September  16,  1863. 

Lieut.  Chas.  M.  Fauntleroy,  C.  S.  Kavy : 

Sir  : I am  directed  by  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  to  in- 
struct you  to  proceed,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  to  Paris,  France, 
and  carry  thither  the  dispatches  intrusted  to  you.  You  will  immedi- 
ately, on  your  arrival  there,  report  to  the  Hon.  John  Slidell,  Confed- 
erate States  commissioner,  and  if,  after  the  fulfillment  of  your  mission, 
there  be  no  communications  to  be  returned,  you  will  report  for  duty  to 
the  senior  Confederate  naval  officer  in  Europe. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDEESOK, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  44.  i Shreveport,  La.,  September  16,  1863. 

All  papers  required  by  the  Eegulations  of  the  Army  to  be  sent  to 
chiefs  of  departments  at  Eichmond,  will  in  future  be  sent  to  the  chiefs 
of  bureaus  of  the  respective  departments  at  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  K.  Smith : 

S.  S.  AKDEESOK, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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General  Orders,  ) ITdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  45.  f Shreveport^  La.,  September  IG,  1863. 

The  lieutenant-general  commanding  regrets  to  learn  that  citizens 
within  the  department,  demoralized  by  speculation  and  the  love  of  gain, 
persistently  refuse  to  receive  Confederate  money  in  the  sales  of  supplies 
and  in  the  payment  of  debts.  Such  a course  depreciates  our  currency, 
and  is,  by  the  authorities  at  Richmond,  declared  treasonable  in  its  tend- 
ency.’ Any  person  persisting  in  this  course  can  be  declared  an  alien 
enemy,  his  property  sequestered,  and  himself  sent  without  our  lines. 
Before  proceeding  to  this  extremity,  the  district  commander,  in  each 
clearly  established  case,  will  direct  the  purchasing  agents  to  impress 
the  property  of  persons  so  offending  whenever  supplies  are  to  be  ob- 
tained in  their  vicinity.  The  prices  allowed  will  be  those  determined 
ui>on  by  the  State  commissioners,  and  published  in  orders. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  K.  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  on  Middle  Boggy,  G.  A.,  September  17,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  R.  Boggs,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  : I have  tho  honor  to  inclose  herewith  duplicate  of  commu- 
nication addressed  from  these  headquarters  to  Major  Snead,  assist- 
ant adjutant- general  District  of  Arkansas  also  copy  of  instructions 
given  Brigadier-General  Cabell  for  his  government.!  I respectfully 
forward  these  for  the  purpose  of  explanation  and  information  as  re- 
gards late  movements  in  the  Indian  Territory.  This  evening  a courier 
arrived  at  my  headquarters,  bringing  sundry  communications  from 
Brigadier-General  Cabell’s  brigade,  but  not  a line  from  General  C.  to 
myself.  The  information  reaches  me,  unofficially,  that  General  Cabell 
has  gone  with  his  brigade  to  Little  Rock,  under  orders,  it  is  reported, 
from  district  headquarters.  Being  deprived  of  this  force  at  this  im- 
portant juncture,  leaves  me,  I fear,  no  other  alternative  than  the  adoption 
of  a purely  defensive  policy.  I have  heard  nothing  from  General  Bank- 
head  for  several  days  past.  When  last  heard  from  he  had  reached 
Waldron,  at  or  near  which  place  he  had  pushed  forward,  in  view  of 
my  orders  directing  him  to  form  a junction  with  General  Cabell.  On 
reaching  that  point,’ General  C.  was  found  to  have  retired  some  50  or 
60  miles  to  the  southward,  in  the  direction  indicated  in  the  inclosed 
copy  of  letter  to  Major  Snead,  assistant  adjutant- general,  &c.  On  learn- 
ing that  General  Bankhead  had  gone  in  the  direction  of  Waldron,  I im- 
mediately dispatched  a courier,  directing  him  to  reassume  a position 
on  the  road  leading  from  Eort  Smith  to  this  point.  I am  not  a little 
uneasy  as  to  General  Bankhead’s  position  since  failing  to  unite  his 
forces  with  those  of  General  Cabell,  and  being  in  a position,  when  last 
heard  from,  in  which,  by  a flank  movement  of  the  enemj^  on  the  road 
last  referred  to,  he  may  be  forced  to  retire  on  the  same  route  as  that 
adopted  by  General  Cabell,  in  which  event  my  front  will  be  entirely 
uncovered,  and  I shall  have  no  other  force  than  Cooper’s  brigade  to 
oppose  to  any  movement  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  I,  however, 
have  confidence  in  General  Bankhead’s  sagacity  and  skill,  though  my 
opportunities  of  forming  a judgment  in  this  respect  have  been  limited. 
Cooper’s  brigade  (being  my  entire  remaining  force)  has  been  ordered 
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forward  within  supporting  distance  of  General  B.,  taking  it  for  granted 
that  he  has  pursued  my  directions.  As  soon  as  I am  re-enforced,  as 
I learn  I am  to  he,  and  receive  the  battery  sent  me  by  order  of  Lieu- 
tenant-General Smith,  I shall  push  my  lines  as  far  northward  as  cir- 
cumstances may  allow.  This  I feel  to  be  the  more  necessary,  as  the 
occupation  of  the  country  of  the  Indians  by  the  enemy  is  having  a very 
ill  effect  with  them.  The  terms  offered  them  by  the  eneniy  have,  and 
will  continue  to  have  so  long  as  they  are  permitted  to  occupy  their 
country,  the  effect  of  desertions  from  us.  But  few  of  the  Indians  can 
be  induced  to  leave  their  particular  country.  This  state  of  things  I am 
most  anxious  to  avoid,  not  that  the  Indians,  particularly  the  Creeks, 
are  of  much  service  to  us  as  soldiers,  but,  armed  and  equipped  as  they 
can  be  by  our  enemies,  they  may  do  us  much  harm. 

The  importance  of  furnishing  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  with 
accurate  information  concerning  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this  Terri 
tory,  and  the  difficulties  of  communication  with  district  headquarters, 
must  plead  my  apology  for  this  hastily  written  communication. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 


IlDQRs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Gamp  on  Middle  Boggy.,  C.  A".,  September  17, 1803. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper,  Commanding  First  Brigade  : 

General  : I am  directed  to  order  you  to  send  forward  to  General 
Bankhead  a company  of  Choctaws  acquainted  with  the  country  in  which 
he  is  now  operating.  You  will  also  order  [L.  M.]  Martin’s  regiment 
forward  to  General  Bankhead.  It  will  not  be  necessary  for  you  to  watch 
the  Fort  Smith  road  after  Colonel  Martin  shall  have  gone  forward.  Colo- 
nel Martin  will  be  ordered  to  take  what  flour  he  can  carry  from  J ohn son’s 
Station.  More  flour  will  be  ordered  from  Boggy  Depot  to  Biddle’s,  when 
the  train  will  receive  orders  from  General  Bankhead.  I inclose  reports 
from  Generals  Bankhead*  and  Cabell,t  which  please  return  after  perusal. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Steele : 

J.  E.  CBOSBY, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  Watie,  G.  Y.,  September  17,  18G3. 
Brigadier-General  Cooper,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General:  Your  note  is  just  received.  General  Bankhead  has  had 
several  emphatic  orders  forwarded  to  him,  to  confine  his  operations  in 
the  main  to  the  Fort  Smith  and  Boggy  Depot  road;  in  other  words,  to 
move  his  force  to  that  road,  at  or  near  Biddle’s.  Colonel  Martin  is  ex- 
pected to  meet  General  Bankhead  at  that  point.  If  not,  he  will  be  in- 
structed to  go  no  farther,  but  to  communicate  with  General  Bankhead. 
After  Martin  goes  forward  (presuming  that  General  Bankhead,  in  ac- 
cordance with  orders  sent  him  some  days  since,  has  returned  to  the  Fort 
Smith  road),  it  is  the  intention  of  General  Steele  that  you  will  give  your 
attention  to  the  guarding  of  the  Perryville  road,  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  your  own  judgment.  You  are  at  liberty,  of  course,  to  extend 
your  lines,  as  previously  instructed,  from  the  Fort  Smith  road  to  the 
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N’ortli  Fork  road,  General  Bankhead,  however,  being  presumed  to  oc- 
cupy a position  in  your  advance  on  the  Fort  Smith  road.  Your  special 
attention  is  called  to  the  IN'orth  Fork  road.  In  view  of  speedy  and  fre- 
quent communication  between  General  Bankhead  and  yourself,  you  will 
establish  your  headquarters  at  such  point  as  will  the  more  readily  effect 
this  object.  Judging  from  such  orders  as  have  gone  forward  on  more 
than  one  occasion  to  General  Bankhead,  there  can  certainly  be  no 
doubt  as  to  Martinis  joining  him  (General  B.)  on  the  Fort  Smith  road. 
Colonel  Martin’s  regiment  has  been  sent  forward  to  General  Bankhead 
for  temporary  purposes  only. 

By  direction,  &c.,  of  Brigadier- General  Steele : 

J.  F.  OEOSBY, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Cam]^  Watie^  G.  N’.,  September  17,  1863. 
Acting  Brigadier-General  Bankhead, 

Commanding  Texas  Brigade^  in  the  Field : 

General:  Your  communication  of  the  13th  instant  was  received 
this  morning  at  9 o’clock. 

Your  movements,  prompt  action,  and  the  judgment  displayed  by  you 
adds  to  the  confidence  the  commanding  general  had  already  entertained. 
A company  of  Choctaws,  having  a knowledge  of  the  country  in  which 
you  are  operating,  has  been  ordered  to  be  sent  to  you.  Colonel  Mar- 
tin’s regiment  has  also  been  ordered  forward  to  join  you.  He  will  carry 
such  supplies  as  he  may  have  the  means  of  conveying.  More  flour  will 
be  sent  up  from  Boggy  De])ot  to  Biddle’s  as  speedily  as  possible. 

You  must  avoid  the  contingency  of  being  forced  off  the  Boggy  road 
(the  one  we  are  now  on) ; to  do  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  a 
vigilant  watch  on  the  Waldron  road  and  on  the  Fort  Smith  road  as  far 
advanced  from  Biddle’s  as  your  judgment  may  dictate.  Inform  your- 
self as  thoroughly  as  possible  with  regard  to  the  various  roads  leading 
as  well  from  Gibson  southward  and  eastward  as  from  Fort  Smith  in 
this  direction.  General  Cooper  has  been  ordered,  after  sending  forward 
Colonel  Martin’s  regiment  to  you,  to  confine  his  operations  to  the  line 
of  the  Perry ville  road,  keeping  up  constant  communication  with  you. 
The  commanding  general  does  not  propose  to  make  a definitive  move- 
ment with  the  main  body  of  his  troops,  or  hazard  a general  engagement 
with  the  enemy,  until  the  arrival  of  the  re-enforcements  and  battery  he 
is  advised  of  being  en  route. 

By  direction  of  Brigadier-General  Steele : 

J.  F.  CBOSBY, 

Cajgtain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Sherman,  Grayson  County,  Texas,  September  18,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  William  Steele,  Choctaw  Nation  : 

Sir  : There  have  been  two  Caddo  Indians  from  Fort  Bent,  on  the 
Arkansas,  visiting  the  Beserve  Indians  now  camped  on  the  Washita, 
near  Fort  Arbuckle.  They  brought  messages  from  the  Federal  officer 
in  command,  and  from  the  chiefs  of  all  the  bands  which  left  the  reserve 
last  5’ear,  viz,  that  they  would  be  down  this  fall,  and  would  give  the 
Beserve  Indians  protection,  and  would  have  sufficient  white  force  to 
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bold  aud  occupy  the  country.  These  messeiij^ers  were  from  the  band 
of  Jim  Pockmark,  Caddo  and  Anadarko  chief.  This  is  no  idle  rumor 
and  requires  immediate  attention  from  our  Government,  or  the  frontier 
of  Texas  will  be  ravaged  and  the  Indian  Territory  overrun.  It  is  said 
that ’Jesse  Chisolm  and  Black  Beaver  are  with  them.  The  season 
having  been  unusually  dry,  has  and  will  delay  their  time  of  starting.  If 
they  come  this  fall,  they  must  leave  Fort  Bent  on  or  before  the  1st  of 
November.  I feel  it  my  duty  to  give  you  this  information  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment,  as  I.  fully  believe  that  the  expedition  is  [sic]  or  will 
take  place  this  fall.  I have  written  to  Commissioner  S.  S.  Scott  on  this 
subject,  giving  him  the  facts  as  herein  stated. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

C.  B.  JOHNSON. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.,  September  19,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Jones,  Choctaw  Nation : 

Sir  : I am  directed  by  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant  (by  Mr.  Stark),  and  to  say 
that,  since  he  has  been  in  the  department,  he  has  not  received  arms 
from  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Every  effort  made  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  send  arms  across  the  Mississippi  has  failed.  A large  number 
of  arms  intended  for  this  department,  a part  of  which  were  designed  for 
the  tn  ops  of  the  Indian  Territory,  were  captured  at  Vicksburg.  Imme- 
diately after  the  fall  of  Vicksburg,  he  was  informed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  that  one  of  the  vessels  of  that  department  had  been  sent  with 
arms  to  Texas,  and  a special  agent  (who  brought  the  letter  to  him)  was 
dispatched  to  receive  them  on  that  coast.  Other  efforts  have  been  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  and  himself  to  procure  arms,  from  which  he 
expects  good  results.  A vessel  (the  Goodyear),  with  arms  for  the  Gov- 
ernment, was  captured  off  the  Eio  Grande  by  the  French  blockader, 
which  the  French  authorities  give  assurances  will  be  delivered  up  with- 
out delay,  and  that  he  is  constantly  looking  for  additional  supplies  of 
arms  from  other  vessels  en  route  for  our  posts.  He  assures  you,  and 
through  you  the  people  you  represent,  that  he  is  and  has  been  mindful 
of  their  condition,  and  his  earnest  desire  to  meet  their  necessities,  and 
as  soon  as  the  arms  are  received  he  will  cause  them  to  be  sent  forward. 
He  can  now  furnish  ammunition,  and  incloses  the  order  issued  for  send- 
ing the  same  by  the  way  of  Bonham. 

Two  regiments,  with  a battery,  are  on  their  way  from  Texas  to  the 
Indian  Territory,  and  a battery  is  nearly  ready  to  be  sent  there  from 
here. 

A victory  over  the  forces  now  at  Little  Eock  (which  he  expects  to 
meet)  will  clear  the  Indian  Territory  of  the  enemy. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  &c., 

GUY  M.  BEYAN, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Sept  ember  19,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General:  General  Steele  left  on  day  before  yesterday  for  Bonham, 
at  which  place  he  calculates  upon  meeting  General  IMcGulloch  in  con- 
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saltation.  I have  caused  copies  of  the  notes  herewith  returned  to  be 
forw^arded  to  him  per  express.  I would  respectfully  suggest  that  one 
of  the  objects  sought  by  General  Steele  in  having  the  interview  referred 
to  is  to  i)rovide  for  the  calling  into  the  Indian  Territory  as  many  troops, 
independent  and  otherwise,  as  can  be  obtained  from  Texas.  My  un- 
derstanding previous  to  General  Steele’s  departure  was  that  he  desired 
establishing  a depot  at  and  putting  a force  in  the  vicinity  of  Doaks- 
ville.  Communications  from  General  Bankhead  are  satisfactory. 

Major-General  Magruder  has  published  an  order  announcing  Lieuten- 
ant-General Smith’s  confirmation  of  Actg.  Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Bankhead 
to  the  rank  of  a brigadier.  A report  is  in  circulation,  purporting  to 
have  originated  from  a letter  received  by  Captain  [J.  K.  P.]  Eecord, 
acting  quartermaster  at  Bonham,  to  the  effect  that  Little  Bock  had 
been  evacuated  and  Charleston  taken.  'No  information  of  the  kind  has 
reached  these  headquarters.  General  Steele’s  absence  will  not  be  of 
long  duration. 

Please  cause  to  be  forwarded  the  accompanying  mail  matter  for  Gen- 
eral Bankhead’s  command. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  CROSBY, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Hdqks.  Department  op  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  Watie.  September  19,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Bankhead, 

Commanding  Texas  Brigade : 

General:  A^our  communications  of  the  15th  and  17th  instant  were 
received  this  morning  at  12  m.  The  commanding  general  will,  be  glad 
to  know  of  your  prompt  action  on  the  receipt  of  orders  heretofore  sent 
to  you.  With  regard  to  your  movements  in  your  advance,  I am  directed 
by  General  Steele  to  state  that  reliance  is  had  upon  the  exercise  of  your 
judgment  and  discretion.  I feel  authorized  to  accede  to  your  request 
that  your  brigade  quartermaster  maj^  be  sent  to  Bonham  for  the  pur- 
l)Oses  indicated. 

General  Steele  left  this  camp  day  before  yesterday  morning,  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  a conference  with  General  H.  E.  McCulloch,  who  is 
reported  as  having  arrived  at  that  point.  He  will  be  absent  no  longer 
than  may  be  necessary  for  this  purpose.  Your  communications,  to- 
gether with  copies  of  the  order  confirmatory  of  your  promotion,  will  be 
forwarded  immediately,  per  express,  to  Bonham.  I have  no  doubt  that 
General  Steele  will  publish  the  order  to  his  command  without  delay. 
Orders  were  sent  to  General  Cooper,  on  the  17th,  to  move  Colonel  Mar- 
tin’s regiment  forward  with  a view  of  uniting  the  regiment  with  your 
brigade  for  present  purposes.  Colonel  Martin’s  regiment  will,  there- 
fore, be  under  your  control  until  further  orders. 

I feel  myself  at  liberty  to  state  that  the  movements  of  the  forces  in 
the  Indian  Territory  will  be  determined  in  some  important  respects  by 
the  fall  of  Little  Bock.  I do  not  mean  to  have  the  inference  drawn, 
how^ever,  that  the  commanding  general  designs  lying  to  await  events 
in  other  quarters,  or  that  his  plan  is  not  to  strike  a blow  where  the 
same  can  be  done  with  a reasonable  prospect  of  success.  His  general 
idea  is  that  his  force  should  be  sufficient  to  hold  so  much  of  the  Indian 
country  as  he  may  have  the  means  of  occupying  before  winter.  Results 
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Rave  shown  that  we  can  calculate,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  upon 
the  loyalty  of  any  given  tribe  of  Indians  only  so  long  as  we  are  in  pos- 
session of  their  particular  territory.  The  main  object,  therefore,  so  far 
as  the  Indians  are  concerned,  is  to  make  as  great  a show  of  strength, 
both  as  regards  numbers  and  material  of  war,  as  ])Ossible. 

The  peox)le  of  Northern  Texas  are  making  considerable  demonstra- 
tion in  the  way  of  turning  out,  and  have  expressed  a desire  to  be  per- 
mitted to  report  to  General  Steele.  We  have  a four-gun  batter^"  on  the 
way  from  Shreveport.  Two  or  three  regiments  are  reported  on  their 
way  to  Bonham.  Nothing  has  been  heard  from  Colonel  Gould  officially. 

I am  quite  sure,  general,  that  everything  possible  will  be  done  by  the 
commanding  general  to  render  your  position  satisfactory  to  yourself 
and  useful  to  the  country. 

I am,  &c., 

J.  F.  OEOSBY, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjuta7it- General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport.,  La..,  September  21, 18G3. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  District  of  Arha^isas,  Arlcadelphia  : 

General:  I inclose  you  copies  of  letters  received  yesterday  and  to- 
day from  General  Taylor.*  As  I stated  to  you  here,  I had  been  informed 
and  was  anticipating  the  movements  of  the  enemy  indicated  in  these 
letters.  I was  hardly  prepared,  however,  for  the  scale  in  which  they  are 
being  carried  out.  The  intention  of  the  enemy  is  clearly  to  overrun  and 
possess  this  side  of  the  river,  controlling  the  Mississippi.  It  may  then 
be  their  iiolicy  to  accept  intervention,  acknowledging  the  independence 
of  the  States  east  of  the  river. 

The  immense  preparations  of  the  enemy,  his  superiority  of  numbers, 
and  the  inadequacy  of  our  means  for  resisting  him,  is  all  so  clearly  dem- 
onstrated that  more  than  ever  am  I impressed  with  the  benefits  that  may 
result  from  Colonel  [B.  W.]  Johnson’s  visit  to  Eichmond.  I have  thought 
the  matter  over  since  your  departure,  and  think  the  less  time  lost  in 
this  matter  the  better.  I have  prepared  a copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr. 
Slidell  for  Colonel  Johnson’s  perusal,  and  will  forward  it  to  him,  if  any 
safe  opportunity  ofiers  before  I leave  Shreveport.  I wish  you  would 
write  to  Colonel  Johnson,  and  urge  upon  him  the  good  that  may  be  done 
by  a speedy  visit  to  Eichmond. 

Their  plan  of  operations  will  in  a few  days  be  developed  by  the 
enemy;  Avhether  Eed  Eiver  or  Sabine  Pass  is  their  objective  point  is 
yet  undetermined.  Were  Louisiana  the  object  of  their  campaign,  with 
the  Mississippi  as  their  base,  Simsport,  Marksville,  and  Alexandria 
is  their  true  line  of  operations.  The  line  from  Berwick’s  Bay,  iiursued 
by  General  Banks,  is  the  longest  and  most  difficult  one  by  which  the 
State  can  be  invaded.  With  the  enemy’s  superiority  of  numbers  even 
on  this  line,  Taylor  will  be  able  only  to  hold  them  temporarily  in  check. 
Taylor’s  men  will  fight  well ; they  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  him  as 
a leader.  His  own  skill,  and  his  quickness  to  perceive  and  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  least  fault  of  his  enemy,  may  enable  him  to  strike  a 
decisive  blow.  Without  this,  which  cannot  be  relied  upon  in  our  cal- 
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culations,  be  will  be  forced  up  the  valley  of  Eed  Eiver,  when,  by  the 
concentration  and  co-operation  of  your  force  with  his,  the  enemy  may 
be  taken  in  detail  and  a decisive  blow  struck  for  the  department. 

Since  writing  the  above,  the  courier  from  Houston  brings  the  intelli- 
gence that  Franklin’s  corps  was,  on  the  17th  instant,  landing  between 
Sabine  Pass  and  Galveston.  This  you  will  see  by  General  Taylor’s 
letter  was  the  day  on  which  Grant’s  column  was  crossing  at  Berwick’s 
Bay.  I shall  be  ready  to  come  on  the  receipt  of  your  telegram,  but, 
from  the  movements  of  the  enemy  below,  can  give  you  no  assurances 
regarding  the  length  of  my  stay. 

We  must  present  a determined  front  to  the  enemy,  and  give  every  evi- 
dence of  holding  the  line  of  the  Washita.  The  taking  down  of  the 
telegraph  line  between  Eockport  and  Camden  I fear  is  injudicious.  I 
repeatedly  telegraphed  to  Mr.  [L.  C.]  Baker,  the  superintendent,  that  I 
did  not  wish  it  done.  Its  removal  discourages  our  own  people,  and  may 
cripple  our  future  operations. 

Very  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General^  Commanding. 


Bonham,  Tex.,  8e]gtemher  21,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Bogos: 

General  : I hear  nothing  of  the  troops  ordered  to  re-enforce  me.  I 
inclose  herewith  copies  of  three  letters,*  which  are  important,  as  show- 
ing the  effect  which  is  being  produced  upon  the  Choctaws.  These  peo- 
ple have  been  the  most  true  to  the  South  of  all  the  nations,  and  their 
territory  is  contiguous  to  Texas. 

, Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Texas,  &c., 

Sabine  Pass,  September  22,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  E.  McCulloch, 

Commanding  Juforthern  Sub-District  : 

General  : I am  instructed  by  Major-General  Magruder  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  several  communications,  and  to  inform  you 
that  their  subject-matter  has  be^n  attended  to.  In  regard  to  your  ad- 
ministration of  the  Northern  Sub-District,  the  major-general  command- 
ing desires  that  you  will,  if  possible,  combine  the  forces  of  Generals 
Steele,  Bankhead,  Cooper,  and  Cabell,  and  retake  Forts  Gibson  and 
Smith,  if  you  deem  it  practicable.  In  regard  to  this  frontier,  affairs  are 
in  statu  quo,  though  we  are  momentarily  expecting  a renewal  of  the 
attack  with  an  increased  force  of  the  enemy.  There  are  still  six  ves- 
sels off  the  bar.  The  recent  stirring  events  in  this  quarter  have  pre- 
vented the  general  from  replying  to  your  communication  more  at  length, 
and  he  instructs  me  to  assure  you  that  nothing  else  would  have  caused 
such  brevity  in  his  replies. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  D.  YANCEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Camp  at , September  22,  1803 — 3 p.  m. 

Col.  J.  C.  Monroe, 

Commanding  General  CaheWs  Brigade: 

Sir  : I have  Just  got  in  camp,  after  riding  75  miles  since  I left  your 
camp.  I got  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  learned  the  following,  which 
I think  reliable : That  Colonel  Pace  is  in  command  at  Benton ; that  he 
passed  down  Military  road  to  Benton  last  Thursday  with  one  regiment, 
not  exceeding  500  men ; last  Sunday  168  more  men  reached  him  from 
Little  Bock;  yesterday  177  men  returned  from  Benton  to  Little  Eock. 
Colonel  Pace  Ibad  with  him  three  pieces  of  artillery  and  two  12-pounder 
mountain  howitzers,  small  carriage ; one  6-pounder  rifle  gun.  No  in- 
fantry had  passed  down  up  to  this  morning  at  7 o’clock.  The  above  is 
reliable.  Colonel  Pace’s  men  informed  my  informant  that  the  Fifteenth 
Kansas  was  moving  to  Benton  on  the  upper  Hot  Springs  road.  My 
informant  does  not  know  whether  it  is  true  or  not.  No  troops  have 
passed  to  Benton  on  South  Military  road,  except  one  company  from 
Pace’s  regiment,  who  took  Camden  road  at  Alyff’s.  Other  sources,  not 
so  reliable,  estimate  their  number  from  400  to  800.  Colonel,  if  your 
brigade  was  marched  in  their  rear  by  the  same  route  I traveled,  then 
attack  them  in  front  with  the  whole  cavalry,  the  whole  party  could  be 
bagged  with  all  ease.  I could  capture  or  kill  every  courier  sent  from 
Benton,  in  case  an  attack  is  made.  They  are  passing  every  day  in 
squads  of  2 to  6 men.  They  appear  to  be  very  happy  in  their  quiet 
glory  ] nothing  disturbs  their  peace.  I will  learn  more  as  soon  as  I 
rest.  If  you  send  a courier  to  me,  direct  him  to  Thomas  Crowson’s  for 
information.  If  you  need  guides,  [M.  H.]  Grogan  and  others  of  my 
company  will  answer. 

G.  W.  BEOWN, 
Captain,  Commanding  Scout, 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

No.  225.  ) Richmond,  September  22, 1863. 

* ****** 

VIII.  Brig.  Gen.  T.  N.  Waul,  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States,  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Shreveport,  La.,  and  report  to 
Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  commanding  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment, for  assignment  to  duty. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant'  General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territora^, 

Camp  Watie,  C.  A.,  September  23,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper,  Commanding : 

General  : General  Steele,  having  determined  to  go  to  department 
headquarters,  has  instructed  me  to  devolve  the  command  of  the  troops 
in  the  Indian  Territory  upon  you  until  his  return.  General  Bankhead 
will  be  notified,  and  directed  to  conform  to  your  orders.  I am  also  di- 
rected by  General  Steele  to  advise  you  of  such  instructions  as  have 
been  given  General  Bankhead  from  these  headquarters ; but  as  you 
have  visited  the  headquarters  of  General  Bankhead,  I infer  that  you 
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are  aware  of  their  substance.  The  headquarters  camp  will  be  moved 
to  Fort  Washita  until  General  Steele^s  return.  The  forage  which  has 
been  collected  here  will  be  sent  forward  to  your  headquarters  by  Major 
Cabell.  The  express  line  will  be  continued  to  your  headquarters.  Gen- 
eral Steele  writes  that  he  is  in  possession  of  information  to  the  effect 
that  emissaries  have  been  among  the  Eeserve  Indians.  They  were 
from  Bent’s  Fort. 

General  Steele  expects  to  be  absent  ten  days.  No  troops  are  on 
the  way  to  Bonham  that  can  be  heard  from.  General  Steele  is  under 
the  impression  that  the  troops  en  route  to  this  Territory  were  stopped, 
owing  to  a demonstration  made  by  the  enemy  on  the  coast. 

Be  good  enough  to  inform  me  of  any  matter  of  moment. 

Very  respectfuUy,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  OEOSBY, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Camp  at  Eiddle’s,  C.  N.,  50  Miles  from  Fort  Smith, 

On  Overland  Eoad,  September  24,  1863. 

Major-General  Magruder  : 

General  : I send  you  a copy  of  an  official  communication  received 
from  General  Price’s  headquarters.  I suppose  that  I am  transferred 
now  to  his  command.  On  my  arrival  in  the  Territory,  I was  ordered 
up  to  support  General  Cabell,  who  was  falling  back  before  a superior 
force  of  the  enemy,  in  the  direction  of  Eed  Eiver.  I interposed  my 
troops  about  30  miies  north  of  Waldron,  in  Scott  County,  Arkansas, but 
found  the  enemy  going  back  to  Fort  Smith,  and  Cabell  going  south- 
ward. I remained  at  Waldron  until  I heard  from  General  Cabell,  in- 
forming me  that  he  was  ordered  to  Little  Eock.  Eeturning  to  this 
point,  I received  the  inclosed  from  General  Price,  and  am  waiting 
General  Steele’s  instructions  before  taking  up  the  line  of  march.  I 
regret  exceedingly  to  leave  your  district,  and  hope  yet  to  serve  under 
you  in  the  field.  I received  your  letter  inclosing  the  order  announcing 
the  action  of  General  Smith  appointing  me  brigadier,  but  [E.  J.]  Gurley 
is  not  going  to  respect  that.  He  protested  to  General  Steele  against  i 
my  “assumption”  of  the  command,  and  is  here  now,  but  not  on  duty. 
General  Steele  forwarded  his  protest  to  General  Smith.  His  course  has  ! 
had  a bad  effect  on  the  regiment,  and  I am  in  hopes  General  Smith  will  I 
act  promptly  and  settle  the  question  definitely.  Gurley’s  course  is  in-  | 
subordinate,  and  in  keeping  with  the  general  conduct  of  Texas  officers  i 
and  men.  I think,  however,  from  all  indications,  that  my  command,  j 
with  General  Price’s,  will  very  probably  be  forced  back  to  Eed  Eiver.  If 
Price  could  not  hold  Little"  Eock,  he  will  probably  be  forced  farther 
back.  j 

I am,  general,  your  friend  and  relative, 

SMITH  P.  BANKHEAD,  | 

Brigadier- General. 

[Incloanire.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

ArlcadelpMa,  Arlc.,  September  18,  1863. 

Actg.  Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Bankhead,  Commanding^  &e. : | 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  until  further  orders  you  | 
act  in  connection  with  these  headquarters,  and  under  instructions  from  ; 
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them.  He  desires  that  you  remain  with  your  command  at  Waldron, 
Ark.,  where  you  now  are,  unless,  in  your  opinion,  by  assuming  another 
position,  you  can  more  effectually  guard  all  the  approaches  to  this  place 
through  that  section  of  country,  which  he  earnestly  impresses  on  you 
the  necessity  of  doing  so  far  as  lies  in  your  power. 

To  keep  up  a constant  and  regular  communication  with  these  head- 
quarters, you  will  cause  to  be  established  a line  of  couriers  from  your 
headquarters  to  this  place,  and  you  will  endeavor  to  keep  the  major- 
general  advised  of  the  force  and  movements  of  the  enemy.  General 
Steele’s  position  being  not  yet  known,  you  will  endeavor  to  discover 
and  inform  the  major-general  commanding. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Price : 

GEO.  A.  GALLAGHER, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Cabell’s  Brigade, 

September  25, 1863. 

General  J.  S.  Marmaduke, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : A courier  has  just  arrived  from  Captain  [G.  W.]  Brown, 
13  miles  this  Side  of  Little  Rock.  He  states  that  re-enforcements  camped 
on  the  night  of  the  23d  at  the  Fourche,  and,  from  the  best  information  he 
could  get,  sets  down  the  force  at  1,500  cavalry  and  four  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, commanded  by  Colonel  Ritter.  The  soldiers  told  the  citizens  they 
were  going  to  Benton,  and  from  Benton  to  Arkadelphia. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  C.  MONROE, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

• No.  43.  i Ar'kadelpMa,  Arlt.,  September  25,  1863. 

I.  The  undersigned,  having  returned  from  Shreveport,  resumes  his 
duties  as  district  commander,  and  assumes  immediate  command  of  the 
forces  in  and  about  this  place.  Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price  will  resume 
command  of  his  division,  and  Brigadier-General  Frost  will  resume  com- 
mand of  his  brigade. 

II.  The  general  officers  of  the  command  will  assemble  at  these  head- 
quarters at  11  o’clock  a.  m.  each  day,  when  practicable,  Sundays  excepted. 
The  chiefs  of  the  staff  department  will  also  assemble  at  10  o’clock  a.  m. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant-General,  Commanding  District  of  Arkansas. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

No.  26.  / Arkadelphia^  September  25, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price  resumes  command  of  his  division  this  day. 
Brigadier-Generals  Frost  and  Fagan  will  resume  command  of  their  re- 
spective brigades. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Price  : 

L.  A.  MACLEAN,  . 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Circular.]  Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

September  26,  1863. 

The  attention  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  has  been  called 
to  the  numerous  depredations  committed  by  the  troops  in  the  vicinity 
of  Arkadelphia.  This  conduct  is  severely  reprehended  by  the  lieuten- 
ant-general commanding,  and  officers  will  be  held  to  the  strictest  ac- 
count for  the  conduct  of  the  troops  under  their  command.  Under  no 
circumstances  will  jirivate  property  be  taken  for  public  use  without 
authority  from  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes : 

GEO.  A.  GALLAGHEE, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

ArlcadelpMa,,  Arlc.,  September  28,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President : ' 

Sir  : Col.  E.  W.  Johnson  goes  to  Eichmond  to  lay  before  Your  Excel- 
lency the  condition  of  this  department.*  My  previous  communications 
must  have  convinced  you  they  were  eminently  critical.  Events,  as  they 
crowd  upon  us,  are  fast  realizing  my  worst  anticipations.  The  despond- 
ency of  our  people,  their  listlessness,  their  deafness  to  the  call  of  both 
the  civil  and  military  authorities,  the  desertions  from  our  ranks,  checked 
neither  by  vigor  nor  clemency,  all  indicate  despair  and  abandonment. 
Unless  a great  change  takes  place,  unless  succor  comes  to  us  from  abroad, 
or  unless  the  providence  of  God  is  strikingly  exhibited  in  our  favor,  this 
department  will  soon  have  but  a nominal  existence.  Without  men,  with- 
out arms,  with  a people  so  demoralized  by  speculation  that  submission 
is  preferred  to  resistance,  the  immense  efforts  being  made  by  the  enemy 
must  be  crowned  with  success. 

The  force  at  Little  Eock,  under  General  Steele,  numbers,  from  all 
estimates,  at  least  25,000.  They  have  been  re-enforced,  and  are  only 
awaiting  supplies  before  advancing.  Desertions  and  sickness  have  re- 
duced General  Holmes’  command  to  less  than  7,000.  General  Taylor  has 
under  10,000  effective’  men  in  his  district.  He  reports  General  Grant  in 
person  superintending  operations  at  Berwick’s  Bay.  Two  entire  corps 
of  his  army,  supposed  to  be  Ord’s  and  McPherson’s,  with  Banks’  army, 
were  encamped  on  the  west  shore.  Texas  was  openly  declared  their 
destination.  The  large  amount  of  transportation  accumulated  by  them 
indicates  a campaign  by  land  from  Berwick’s  Bay.  Sherman’s  pickets 
extend  to  Bayou  Macon.  He  has  been  preparing  for  active  operations, 
and,  it  is  reported,  will  march,  by  Monroe,  on  Shreveport  or  Camden. 
When  these  columns  move,  the  enemjj  will  bring  fully  80,000  men  to 
operate  within  the  department.  I shall  concentrate  as  soon  as  their 
plans  are  developed;  but,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  can- 
not expect  to  bring  over  15,000  effectives  together.  A decisive  blow 
struck  by  us  may  turn  the  tide  of  events;  but  assistance  from  without 
or  successes  within  the  department  can  alone  prevent  the  occupation  of 
Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  the  Texas  coast  this  winter.  Out  off  as  we  are, 
I know  not  what  aid  you  can  give  us.  Arms  and  money  are  our  most 
pressing  wants,  to  pay  the  troops  and  meet  the  current  expenses.  The 


See  Smith  to  Johnson,  October  2,  p.  1029. 
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latter  is  immediately  wanted.  An  officer  of  the  Treasury  should  be  sent 
with  full  powers.  Bonds  in  large  amounts  and  of  small  denominations 
should  be  sent.  The  redundant  currency  could  be  called  in  by  loans  on 
the  people.  This  could  be  accomplished  successfully  with  bonds,  or 
interest-bearing  certificates,  made  jjayable  by  Congress  for  Government 
dues.  I do  not  hear  from  the  Treasury  Department,  and  know  not  if 
steps  have  been  taken  for  supplying  our  wants.  But  for  a letter  from  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  War,  stating  that  Mr.  Memmiuger  had  or  would 
provide  for  our  necessities,  I should  ere  this  have  taken  the  matter  into 
my  own  hands.  If  I do  not  hear  from  Eichmond,  I will  be  compelled 
to  establish  here  both  a sub-bureau  of  the  Treasury  and  Post-Office 
Department,  and  will  have  to  raise  a loan  from  the  people  on  certifi- 
cates, pledging  the  faith  of. the  Government  to  redeem  them  in  interest- 
paying  bonds. 

I would  respectfully  urge  these  matters  upon  the  attention  of  Your 
Excellency. 

With  respect  and  esteem,  I am,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith 
commanding,  for  September,  1863. 


Command. 


District  of  Arkansas : 

Price’s  division* 

Walker’s  (L.  M.)  division  t 

Marmaduke’s  division  

Unattached  cavalry  § 

Total 

District  of  the  Indian  Territory  || 

Distriot  of  Texas.  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 
District  of  West  Louisiana 

Grand  total 


Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
""and  absent. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Heavy. 

Field. 

519 

5,  450 

7, 295 

12,  836 

24 

37 

745 

1,089 

1,956 

4 

215 

1,566 

2, 271 

4,713 

500 

4 

771 

7,  761 

10, 655 

20, 005 

32 

323 

3,722 

4,  899 

8,019 

433 

6,  312 

8,  211  ■ 

11,  637 

4 

17 

1,  098 

12,  551 

18, 122 

26,712 

12 

34 

2,  625 

30,  346 

41,  887 

66,  373 

16 

83 

Shreveport,  October  2,  1863. 
Col.  R.  W.  Johnson,  LewisvMe^  Arlc. : 

Colonel  : I inclose  you  a copy  of  my  letter  to  the  President.^  It  was 
written  in  cipher,  arid  with  my  messenger  crossed  the  river  and  passed 
safely  within  our  lines.  As  the  original  has  without  doubt  been  re- 
ceived, after  making  such  extracts  as  you  may  require,  destroy  the  copy. 
It,  with  the  copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Slidell,  which  went  by  the  same 
hands  to  Richmond,  is  too  valuable  a paper  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 

* Fagan’s,  Frost’s,  McRae’s,  Parsons’,  and  Tappan’s  brigades, 
t Carter’s  and  Dobbin’s  brigades. 
t Marmaduke’s'and  Shelby’s  brigades. 

^ No  reports : aggregate  present  and  absent  “ estimated”  on  original  return. 

11  Or  Steele’s  division,  consisting  of  Cabell’s  and  Cooper’s  brigades. 

II  Probably  that  of  September  11,  p.  1003. 
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euemy.  My  letter  from  Arkadelpliia*  to  the  President  is  open ; you 
can  read,  take  notes,  and  seal  up  the  envelope.  A clear  exposition  of 
our  affairs  and  the  wants  of  the  department  can  be  got  from  the  two 
letters.  I may  have  made  a gloomy  picture,  but  believe  have  presented 
facts  in  their  true  light.  The  misunderstanding  between  Price  and 
Holmes  is  greater  than  I imagined,  nor  do  1 believe  they  can  serve 
long  together.  Whilst  I respect  and  love  General  Holmes  for  his  un- 
selfish patriotism  and  purity  of  heart,  I believe  the  public  interests 
would  be  advanced  by  removing  him  to  a command  east  of  the  river, 
and  by  sending  Buckner  with  rank  to  command  Price.  If  you  agree 
with  me,  you  can  urge  this  upon  the  President,  and  I will  write  also  and 
will  inform  General  Holmes  of  my  course  and  belief  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Pinson,  who  conducted  Captain  Lynch,  with  my  dispatches  to 
the  President,  safely  within  General  Hardee’s  lines,  has  returned.  I 
inclose  you  notes  sent  back  by  Captain  Lynch  relative  to  Pinson.t  He 
may  be  of  assistance  to  you,  and  will  await  you  here,  or  will  meet  you, 
on  any  day  fixed,  at  Yernon,  Jackson  Parish,  or  any  other  point  you  may 
determine  upon.  Can  you  not  come  this  way  ? Answer  me  by  return 
courier,  who  will  receive  and  deliver  your  answer. 

I am,  colonel,  sincerely,  yours, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  October  2,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  District  of  Arkansas  : 

General  : On  arrival  I find  affairs  in  Northern  District  of  Texas 
involving  difficulties  beyond  my  expectation.  Some  2,500  or  2,800  de- 
serters, with  arms,  have  collected  in  that  country,  and  Bankhead’s  force 
is  ordered  there  to  prevent  their  organization  being  perfected. 
Respectfully, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


[Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department,] 

Shreveport,  La.,  October  2, 1863. 

General  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Arkadelphia : 

Lieutenant-General  Smith  directs  that  you  order  Acting  Brigadier- 
General  Bankhead  to  proceed  forthwith  with  his  brigade  to  Bonham, 
Tex.,  and  report  to  Brigadier-General  McCulloch. 

S.  S.  AKDERSOK, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Geyieral. 


Shreveport,  La.,  October  2, 1863. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : I left  General  Steele’s  headquarters  in  the  Indian  Territory 
about  the  15th  ultimo,  and  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  30th.  My  pur- 


See  that  of  September  28,  p.  1028. 
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pose  iu  coming  was  to  consult  watli  General  Smith  in  regard  to  Indian 
affairs.  I shall  visit  the  Choctaws  again,  which  circumstances  have 
rendered  necessary,  and  then  (about  the  15th  instant)  will  set  out  for 
Eichmond. 

Since  July  last,  when  I first  reached  the  Territory,  I have  remained 
within  its  limits,  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  except 
when  visiting  General  Smith. 

I regret  to  state  that  the  Cherokee  country  is  wholly  in  the  possession 
of  the  enemy,  and  raids  have  been  made  by  them  into  the  Creek  and 
Choctaw  countries.  Some  dissatisfaction  and  despondency  exist  among 
the  people  of  those  Nations,  but  I have  heard  of  no  instances  of  dis- 
affection. General  Smith  fully  appreciates  the  importance  of  defending 
the  Indian  country,  and  is  giving  the  Indians  all  the  assistance  and  en- 
couragement in  his  power.  I have  received  no  communication  from  the 
War  Department  since  I left  Eichmond. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  SCOTT, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 


Executive  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Eichmond,  Ya.,  October  3,  1863. 

General  E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Commanding  Trans-Mississi;p]gi  Department : 

My  Dear  Sir:  My  letter  of  July  14  covers  many  of  the  points  ad- 
verted to  in  your  communication  of  September  11.  Measures  have  been 
agreed  upon  with  the  Secretaries  of  War,  the  Treasury,  and  the  Navy 
which,  it  is  believed,  will  relieve  your  financial  difficulties,  and  enable 
the  draughts  upon  the  several  departments  to  be  met. 

The  Secretary  of  War  will  write  you  fully  with  respect  to  the  meas- 
ures adopted  to  obviate  the  inconveniences  to  your  military  adminis- 
tration growing  out  of  the  difficulties  of  communication  between  your 
department  and  Eichmond. 

I have  been  gratified  to  perceive  the  evidences  of  the  harmonious  and 
cordial  relations  existing  between  yourself  and  the  Governors  of  the 
Trans-Mississippi  States,  and  appreciate  the  steps  you  have  taken  to 
promote  this  friendly  feeling. 

With  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  successful  execution  of  your 
difficult  duties,  I am,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFEESON  DAYIS. 


October  [4?],  1863. 

General  J.  S.  Marmaduke,  Commanding  Division : 

General:  I dislike  very  much  to  begin,  at  the  commencement  of  our 
connection  with  you,  with  complaints;  but  justice  to  the  men  under  my 
command  demands  that  I should  clear  them  of  the  obloquy  cast  upon 
them,  and  prevent  them  from  being  imposed  upon.  Accusations  have 
been  made,  or  insinuated,  at  headquarters,  that  the  Twenty-first  Eegi- 
ment  has  been  shirking  service  and  trying  to  get  away  to  Texas ; that 
we  were  committing  extraordinary  depredations  on  private  property,  &c. 

While  we  have  been  called  on  for  details  for  more  men  than  were  fit 
for  duty  in  the  camps,  we  were  picketing  the  Arkansas  Eiver  at  the 
time  of  the  fall  of  Little  Eock,  with  headquarters  20  miles  below  the 
Eock.  We  were  left  there  without  orders,  when  the  army  retreated,  with 
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20  well  men  and  three  times  many  sick.  I waited  for  orders  till  the 
next  morning,  when  I called  in  my  pickets  and  fell  back  to  Princeton, 
where  we  had  some  300  sick,  where  we  impressed  wagons  to  carry  the 
sickest,  and  went  to  Arkadelphia.  On  September  15, 1 received  an  or- 
der from  General  Price  placing  me  in  command  of  a convalescent  camp, 
comprised  of  this  regiment,  McKie’s  and  Morgan’s  squadrons,  and  200 
infantry,  the  camp  to  be  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  0.  M.  Taylor,  med- 
ical director  (marked  D).*  He  first  instructed  me  to  move  on  slowly  in 
the  direction  of  Washington,  and  somewhere  in  that  vicinity  establish 
a i^ermanent  camp;  but  afterward  told  me  to  camp  at  Cold  Springs, 
15  miles  from  Arkadelphia,  until  he  came  out,  which  would  be  in  a day 
or  two,  and  he  would  give  me  further  instructions.  On  September  18, 
we  drew  rations  for  the  sick  till  the  end  of  the  month,  at  the  expi- 
ration of  which  time  the  doctor  informed  us  we  would  be  at  Wash- 
ington. On  the  20th,  1 received  an  order,  a copy  of  which  is  herewith 
sent  (marked  A).*  Under  that  order  I sent  on  and  had  the  camps 
selected.  The  next  day  Dr.  Norris,  our  chief  surgeon,  received  a com- 
munication from  Dr.  Taylor,  telling  him  that  he  had  learned  that  the 
camp  we  occuihed  was  a very  unhealthy  location — that  the  water  was 
unhealthy — and  to  move  the  camp  on  toward  Washington.  On  the  22d, 
I moved  the  camp  10  miles  toward  Washington,  not  only  because  of 
the  doctor’s  instructions,  but  on  account  of  forage.  At  this  camp,  on  the 
24th,  I wrote  to  the  general  asking  for  written  instructions.  My  letter 
was  returned  with  the  indorsement  that  this  matter  is  subject  to  the 
direction  of  Surg.  0.  M.  Taylor,  inspector  of  hospitals.”  A copy  of  the 
letter  and  indorsement  is  sent  (marked  B).*  I moved  on  then,  after 
seeing  Dr.  Taylor,  and  received  his  instructions  to  move  on  toward 
Washington,  at  my  discretion,  stopping  wherever  I fouud  water  and 
forage,  and  remained  at  each  camp  as  long  as  we  could  obtain  forage, 
and  arrived  at  or  near  Washington  on  the  last  day  of  the  month,  the 
day  on  which  our  requisitions  for  rations  expired.  On  that  day  Major 
[0.  L.]  Morgan  was  placed  in  command  of  the  camj),  and  I received  in- 
structions from  him  to  remain  where  1 was  until  he  saw  me,  when  he 
located  the  i)resent  encampment. 

If  any  blame  is  attachable  to  any  of  these  troops  for  coming  here,  it 
belongs  solely  to  myself,  and  if  I did  not  have  the  authority  to  act  as  I 
did,  1 at  least  thought  I had,  and  I was  influenced  neither  by  a desire 
to  get  away  from  the  enemy  nor  to  get  to  Texas,  but  solely  by  the  desire 
to  render  the  suftering  soldiers  of  my  command  as  comfortable  as  pos- 
sible. And  no  brave  and  generous  man  who  knows  the  privations  and 
hardships  to  which  this  regiment  has  been  subjected,  the  incredible 
amount  of  sickness  they  have  endured,  would  suspect  them  of  anything 
unworthy  brave  and  chivalrous  soldiers.  True,  there  is  many  a poor, 
sick  fellow  who  is  pining  to  see  his  home  and  family,  but,  in  proof  that 
they  would  do  nothing  dishonorable  to  get  there,  you  have  but  to  com- 
pare the  record  of  desertions  with  that  of  the  other  regiments  of  this 
command  of  General  Holmes.  They  came  to  this  State  with  plenty  of 
transportation  and  a quantity  of  commissary  stores.  At  their  first  intro- 
duction they  were  robbed  of  both;  for  months  at  a time  they  have  been 
entirely  without  transportation,  and  without  a cooking  utensil  in  the 
world  or  a bag  in  which  to  draw  their  rations.  They  have  had  to  pay  out 
the  last  dollar  they  had  for  the  cooking  of  their  bread,  and,  when  their 
money  was  gone,  to  cook  their  pittance  of  meal  in  tlie  ashes,  without 
sifting.  They  have  been  kept  in  the  swamps  until  their  systems  have 
become  poisoned  with  miasma  and  malaria,  and  have  borne  all  without 
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a murmur,  aud  have  been  ever  ready  to  i)erform  their  duty  as  good  sol- 
diers, and  now,  forsooth,  because  they  are  sick  and  unable  to  perform 
service,  they  must  labor  under  suspicion  and  obloquy.  So  far  as  dep- 
redations are  concerned,  there  have  been,  perhaps,  as  few  committed 
as  by  any  command  of  tire  same  size  in  the  army.  Little  or  no  com- 
plaint has  been  made  to  me,  and  wherever  complaint  has  been  made  1 
have  made  restitution  or  given  satisfaction  to  the  parties.  And  here  I 
will  take  occasion  to  say  that,  while  traveling  through  the  country  where 
these  complaints  have  been  made,  it  has  been  next  to  impossible  to 
obtain  supplies ; we  have  had  to  impress  almost  everything,  and  where 
these  citizens  refused  to  sell  meat  and  forage  they  thought  it  enough  to 
say  that  they  did  not  want  to  sell  it,”  or  “ that  they  had  more  Con- 
federate money  than  they  wanted.”  That  a few  hogs  were  killed  and 
some  fodder  taken,  I do  not  doubt,  but  that  we  deserve  the  name  they 
made  for  us  is  not  true.  I have  used  various  measures  to  stop  it,  and  I 
believe  I have  almost,  if  not  quite,  succeeded. ; and  without  adequate 
guards,  which  I have  not  the  men  to  furnish,  it  is  no  easy  matter.  In 
fact,  there  are  mitigating  circumstances  that  the  citizens  here  (who  have 
never  seen  much  of  soldiers)  do  not  understand.  On  the  Missouri  raid 
and  in  the  Mississippi  bottoms,  where  they  had  liberty  from  citizens  to 
take  what  they  wanted,  they  got  very  confused  notions  about  the  rights 
of  property,  and  it  is  difficult  to  set  them  right. 

So  far  as  details  are  concerned,  we  had  the  day  previous  to  our  leav- 
ing Arkadelphia  75  men  present  for  duty,  and  enough  detached  to  make 
in  all  106  men  for  duty.  The  day  we  left  we  were  called  on  by  General 
Price  for  32  men  to  establish  a courier  line  to  Shreveport;  on  the  29th, 
for  60  men  for  a scout  to  report  to  Lieutenant  [William  M.]  Walton;  and 
on  the  30th,  for  15  men  more  for  the  courier  line.  This  last  order  for  a 
detail  for  15  men  I did  not  furnish,  but  stated  on  it  that  I had  only  33 
men  in  camp  well  enough  for  duty,  and  that  I had  235  sick  of  my  own 
command,  besides  100  sick  infantry,  and  the  general  would  see  that  it 
was  impossible  to  furnish  the  detail.  On  the  2d,  we  received  an  order 
placing  us  under  your  command,  and,  on  the  3d,  General  Holmes  sends 
to  Major  Morgan  an  order  to  cause  (a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed, 
marked  G)*  the  detail  of  15  men  to  be  made,  and  censures  me  for  dis- 
obeying his  order. 

Now,  general,  I should  like  to  know  who  I am  to  obey.  My  instruc- 
tions place  me  under  orders  of  the  medical  director  and  inspector  of 
hospitals.  He  directs  me  to  go  to  a certain  place ; the  general  wants  to 
know  why  I went  there.  You  are  placed  in  command  of  us,  and  direct 
us  to  use  diligence  in  collecting  all  our  men  together  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible. The  next  day  General  Holmes  sends  an  order  to  scatter  them. 
In  his  order  to  Major  Morgan  to  cause  the  15  men  to  be  detailed,  the 
general  says  that  guards  for  the  camp  must  be  furnished  from  the  con- 
valescents.” He  seems  to  forget  that  we  are.  cavalry ; that  we  have  to  go 
3,  4,  and  5 miles,  and  go  into  the  fields  and  gather  corn,  and  haul  it, 
and  that  we  have  to  have  commissary  details.  We  have  500  horses  to 
forage,  and  33  men  barely  furnish  details  for  one  day,  and  it  is  very 
hard  to  put  men  on  fatigue  duty  every  day,  and  these  men  are  only 
convalescents  themselves,  for  we  put  every  man  on  duty  who  has  not  a 
surgeon’s  certificate,  and  one  who  has  I cannot  put  on  duty.  They  seem 
to  have  an  idea  at  headquarters  that  we  are  not  as  sick  as  we  represent. 
I know  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  a regiment  could  get  into  such  a 
condition,  but  tt  is,  I am  sorry  to  say,  toe  true.  The  men  are  not  shirk- 
ing duty ; they  have  always  preferred  active  service  to  lying  in  camps. 


Not  found. 


1034 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 


Many  of  the  men  with  Lieutenant  Walton  got  np  out  of  their  sick  beds 
to  go,  and  the  lieutenant  himself  did  the  same  thing;  and  to  morrow,  if 
a scout  were  called  for,  every  man  who  could  sit  on  a horse  would  be  will- 
ing to  start.  Our  brigade  has  been  broken  up,  and  the  brigade  quar- 
termaster ordered  away,  and  our  regimental  quartermaster  ordered  to 
furnish  all  the  troops  in  the  convalescent  camp.  Is  this  right*?  And 
how  is  the  quartermaster  to  account  for  these  supplies  on  his  returns  ? 

Excuse  me,  general,  for  annoying  you  with  all  this;  but  as  we  are 
placed  under  your  command,  1 thought  it  but  just  to  correct  the  im- 
pression that  has  gone  out  concerning  us,  and  likewise  to  appeal  to 
you  for  protection  against  impositions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  BUST, 

Capt.j  Comdg.  21st  Begt.  Texas  Cavalry  and  Convalescent  Camp. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.,  October  7,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  District  of  Arkansas : 

General:  Your  communication  of  the  5th  instant  has  been  re- 
ceived. 

The  removal  of  the  stores  from  Washington,  and  taking  a position 
nearer  the  Camden  road,  is  what  should  be  done.  The  assignment  of 
the  Arkansas  troops  which  may  be  raised  to  Brigadier-General  Fagan 
meets  with  my  approbation.  The  telegraph  from  Arkadelphia  to  Cam- 
den should  be  removed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  It  is  now  of 
very  little  importance  to  us,  and  would  be  lost  on  any  move  in  face  of 
the  enemy.  You  can  connect  yourself  by  a courier  line  with  the  tele- 
graph at  Camden,  or  at  some  point  intermediate  between  Camden  and 
Slagnolia.  The  distance  will  be  under  50  miles,  and  dispatches  can  be 
carried  in  six  or  seven  hours.  Your  stores,  except  such  as  are  imme- 
diately needed,  say  one  month’s  supplies,  should  be  removed  as  rapidly 
as  possible  from  Washington.  Shreveport  is  the  safest  point,  where 
the  bulk  of  them  should  be  sent.  If  you  will  look  at  the  map,  you  will 
see  that  the  routes  from  Little  Eock  and  Pine  Bluff  by  Camden  are  the 
most  direct  and  the  most  practicable  ones  for  the  enemy’s  advance. 
Supplies  are  more  plentiful,  and  they,  whilst  moving  directly  on  Shreve- 
port, the  strategic  point  of  this  section,  give  their  flank  to  a junction 
with  a column  moving  from  Vicksburg.  Your  position  at  Arkadelphia 
is  good  only  as  covering  the  magazine  at  Washington.  A rapid  ad- 
vance by  the  way  of  Camden  will  cut  you  off  from  Shreveport,  and, 
throwing  you  across  Eed  Eiver  at  Fulton,  will  prevent  a junction  with 
Taylor.  Camden  is  a better  position  than  Arkadelphia  for  the  infantry ; 
the  Little  Missouri  a stronger  front  than  Washita;  its  bottoms  in  win- 
ter are  impassable.  I suggested  to  you  at  Arkadelphia  to  examine  the 
country  in  your  rear  toward  the  Camden  and  Shreveport  road,  and  se- 
lect a position  for  your  main  force  not  liable  to  be  turned  by  the  Cam- 
den road,  as  is  the  case  with  the  present  disposition  of  your  command. 
You  should  have  a topographical  map  of  the  countiy,  showing  the 
roads  practicable  as  lines  of  communication.  You  will,  I think,  find  a 
road  leading  from  the  Shreveport  and  Camden  road,  by  Woodlawn, 
direct  to  Arkadelphia.  It  crosses  the  Little  Missouri  low  down.  There 
is  a road  direct  from  Camden  to  Arkadelphia.  You  may,  on  examina- 
tion, find  it  good  to  dispose  your  infantry  at  Camden  and  on  the  Little 
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Missouri,  with  your  cavalry  as  far  to  the  front  as  possible.  Your  con- 
centration at  Camden  would  be  easy,  and  your  line  of  retreat  toward 
Shreveport  would  be  secured.  The  cavalry  would  find  an  abundant 
supply  of  grain  between  Tulip  and  Princeton,  and  in  that  vicinity,  and 
the  line  of  march  on  which  the  enemy  would  be  likely  to  advance  would 
be  exhausted  before  him.  Supplies,  I think,  can  be  obtained  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Camden,  for  the  subsistence  of  the  troops.  These  suggestions 
require  your  immediate  attention.  Taylor  will  draw  in  and  concentrate 
his  command  in  the  Eed  Eiver  Valley,  and,  when  the  enemy  advances, 
a concentration  will  be  made,  and  he  will  be  met  with  our  whole  dis- 
posable force.  This  cannot  be  done  till  the  enemy  moves  and  develops 
his  plan.  The  distances  are  so  great  that  he  must  be  committed  before 
we  concentrate.  He  is  too  far  off  for  us  to  reach  him,  and,  should  the 
concentration  be  made  before  he  moves,  he  may  remain  on  the  defensive, 
and  the  abandonment  of  one  section  have  been  made  fruitlessly,  from 
our  inability  to  reach  the  enemy  after  concentrating. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

ArlcadelpMa,  October  7,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterlino  Price, 

Commanding  division : 

General  : The  lieutenant-general  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  no 
orders  were  given  to  General  Fagan  conflicting  with  the  marching 
orders  given  to  him,  to  which  you  refer  in  your  letter  of  the  6th,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  orders  relating  to  his  taking  command  of  all  Arkan- 
sas volunteer  troops,  he  was  necessarily  detained  here  a day  or  two  by 
the  permission  of  the  general  commanding,  of  which  fact  General  Fagan 
should  have  informed  you.  It  was  my  impression  that  a copy  of  the 
order  was  made  out,  relieving  General  McEae  from  duty  with  his  com- 
mand, and  sent  you.  I know  that  it  is  ordered  that  they  should  be  sent 
you  without  delay,  and,  as  you  desire,  a copy  is  now  sent  you. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  A.  GALLAGHEE, 

Major  and  AssiMant  Adjutant- General, 


Shreveport,  October  8,  1863. 

Col.  E.  W.  Johnson: 

My  Dear  Colonel  : I received  your  letter  of  the  5th  this  morning. 
I was  then  on  the  eve  of  writing  you.  The  order  for  the  impressment 
of  negroes  came  from  district  headquarters.  Only  500  were  asked  for 
the  work  at  Fulton,  and  I can  conceive  of  no  necessity  for  calling  for 
more  than  one-fourth  of  the  able-bodied  male  hands  in  that  section  of 
country  to  meet  the  demand.  Colonel  [S.  S.]  Anderson  has  written  you, 
inclosing  his  letters  to  the  district  commander  and  the  post  quartermas- 
ter at  Washington,  [Ark.]  The  call  for  three-fourths  of  the  hands  was 
onerous  and  excessive ; it  shall  be  changed.  If  you  desire  the  entire 
exemption  of  your  negro  force,  and  will  make  the  request,  stating  your 
reasons,  I will  give  it  my  immediate  attention.  To  make  an  exception 
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without  stating  the  reasons  therefor  would  he  unjust,  and  create  dis- 
satisfaction. 

I have  made  my  arrangements  for  taking  command  in  person.  I con- 
cur with  you  that  our  interests  demand  it,  and  it  is  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  the  President  and  in  conformity  with  my  own  desires  and 
determination.  General  Holmes  and  General  Taylor  have  both  been 
so  notified.  If  I remain  here  it  is  that  from  a central  position  alone  the 
orders  can  be  given  for  that  concentration  of  troops  which  is  necessary 
before  we  can  hope  to  meet  successfully  either  of  the  columns  threaten- 
ing us  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana.  General  Taylor  has  orders  to  con- 
centrate his  command  in  the  Red  River  Valley,  and  is  prepared  to  march 
to  the  assistance  of  General  Holmes.  He  understands  and  desires  that 
I should  command. 

When  the  enemy’s  plans  are  developed,  this  move  will  take  place. 
His  columns  are  now  so  far  apart  that  we  cannot  reach  them.  He  must 
first  become  committed  to  a forward  movement.  Our  concentration  in 
advance  would  probably  keep  him  on  the  defensive,  and  render  fruitless 
the  abandonment  that  must  take  place  of  one  or  the  other  section  when 
a concentration  is  made. 

The  expedition  from  Berwick’s  Bay  has  sailed;  whether  the  mouth  of  • 
the  Brazos,  Lavaca,  Brazos  Santiago,  or  Mobile  is  its  destination  future 
events  will  soon  decide.  It  is  on  a formidable  scale,  and  if  it  lands  in 
Texas  will  meet  comparatively  little  opposition. 

I agree  with  you  that  General  Holmes’  military  abilitj^  is  of  a higher 
order  than  General  Price’s;  the  latter  has  more  the  confidence  and  love 
of  the  troops.  It  is  unfortunate  that  their  differences  could  not  have 
been  reconciled.  They  are,  however,  beyond  the  healing  power  of  any 
l)hysician  but  separation,  and  they  will  not  act  together  with  that  har- 
mony which  is  essential  to  success. 

If  no  move  is  made  by  the  enemy  this  winter,  I slhill  be  a good  deal 
with  the  headquarters  of  that  army,  and  may  remove  one  or  the  other 
to  department  headquarters  to  administer  in  my  stead.  If  Cleburne 
can  be  sent  here,  he  will  be  a valuable  addition.  He  should  have  more 
rank,  if  possible. 

I wish  you  success  in  your  mission ; its  importance  to  us  cannot  be 
too  highly  appreciated.  It  looks  as  if  the  enemy  were  now  urging  the 
war  for  boundary,  and  in  that  intent  were  determined  upon  the  conquest 
of  these  States  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

I have  spoken  so  freely  to  you  of  my  views  in  this  letter  that  I hope 
you  will  regard  it  as  confidential ; in  military  movements  I do  not  believe 
too  much  reticence  can  be  observed. 

I am,  colonel,  sincerely,  yours, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Cami^  Sabine,  C.  JSf.,  October  9,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  Bourland, 

Commanding  Battalion,  &c,  : 

Colonel  : General  McCulloch,  commanding  the  Northern  Sub-District 
of  Texas,  has  ordered  out  the  minute  companies  in  the  counties  of  Cooke, 
Denton,  Montague,  Wise,  &c.,  which  companies  are  ordered  to  report  to 
you.  You  will  assume  the  command  of  all  such  tbrces  as  are  reported  to 
you  under  General  McCulloch’s  order,  and  consider  yourself  as  specially 
charged  with  the  protection  of  that  portion  of  the  frontier  bordering  on 
the  settlements  of  those  counties.  With  regard  to  your  movements  and 
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the  distribution  of  your  forces,  much  is  left  to  your  knowledge  of  the 
country  and  the  habits  of  the  hostile  Indians  dejiredating  on  the  fron- 
tier. You  will  put  yourself  as  early  as  i)0ssible  in  com‘m unication 
with  the  commanders  of  the  minute  companies  referred  to,  and  organize 
, your  force  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  will  admit. 

By  direction  of  Brigadier-General  Steele  : 

J.  F.  CEOSBY, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  on  Blue,  C.  Y.,  October  9,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper,  Commanding  First  Brigade : 

General  : General  Steele  directs  that  you  order  Colonel  Martin  to 
proceed  with  his  regiment  (Fifth  Texas  Partisan  Eangers)  to  Bonham, 
Tex.,  where  he  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  McCulloch,  command- 
ing Northern  Sub-District  of  Texas.  The  exigencies  of  the  service  re- 
quire the  use  of  these  troops  temporarily  in  that  district. 

I am,  general,  &c., 

J.  F.  CEOSBY, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  Magruder^  near  Perryville,  October  9,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Commanding  Trans-Mississippi  Department : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowdedge  receipt  of  your  letter, 
dated  September  1, 1863,  relative  to  the  question  of  rank  between  Gen- 
eral Steele  and  myself,  informing  me  thai  if  I have  not  my  commission 
it  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  it  from  Eichmond,  and,  when  forwarded 
to  you,  the  question  of  rank  will  be  determined  and  the  senior  assigned 
to  command.  I believe  that  in  my  former  letter,  inclosing  copy  of  order 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  assigning  me  to  duty  as  Superintendent  of 
Indian  Affairs,  you  were  informed  that  I had  not  received  the  commission. 
I also  inclosed  statements  from  Captain  [J.  D.]  McCamant  and  Captain 
[ W.  H.]  Wooten  that  about  the  middle  of  September,  1862,  General  Pike 
told  them  on  Eed  Eiver  that  I was  appointed ; that  Captain  [T.  J.]  Mackey, 
a member  of  his  staff,  heard  the  President  say  so,  and  that  he  saw  the 
commission  made  out  at  the  War  Department.  Hon.  S.  S.  Scott,  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs,  stated  to  me  that  he  left  Eichmond  on  the  15th 
of  August,  1862,  and  that  Captain  Mackey  left  that  city  xirior  to  that 
date.  General  Steele’s  letter,  which  I forwarded,  states  that  his  letter  of 
apiiointment  bears  date  of  11th  of  September,  1862.  It  is,  therefore, 
certain  that  I am  General  Steele^s  senior.  I also  stated  to  General 
Price,  and  requested  the  papers  to  be  forwarded  to  you,  that  I had 
submitted  to  what  I deemed  a wrong,  with  the  hope  that  the  interests 
of  the  country  would  be  advanced  thereby,  but  having  become  satisfied 
such  would  not  be  the  case,  I insisted  on  my  right  of  precedence.  I 
did  not,  and  do  not,  disparage  General  Steele’s  merits,  and  founded  my 
opinion  on  what  I saw  after  he  took  the  fielil.  His  want  of  acquaintance 
with  the  people  and  the  topography  of  the  country  satisfied  me  that  his 
administration  of  affairs  would  be  a failure.  Subsequent  events  have, 
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unfortunately,  sustained  that  oijinion,  and  it  is  proper  you  should  know 
that  he  has. so  entirely  lost  the  confidence  of  the  Indians  that  it  will  be 
impossible  to  hold  them  together  under  his  command.  I have  been 
heretofore,  and  am  yet,  willing  to  make  any  personal  sacrifice  for  the 
interests  of  the  country,  but  when  I know  the  sacrifice  will  avail  nothing, 
am  discouraged.  I inclose  letter  from  President  Davis,*  from  which  you 
will  see  the  matter  has  been  laid  before  the  Adjutant-General,  and 
probably  decided,  but,  cut  off  as  we  are  from  intercourse  with  Eichmond, 
your  decision  is  virtually  a denial  of  redress. 

It  is  with  you  to  continue  General  Steele  in  command  at  the  hazard 
of  losing  our  Indian  allies,  and  with  them  the  Indian  Territory.  I shall 
endeavor  to  do  my  duty  as  long  as  any  Indian  troops  remain  in  our 
service,  which,  I fear,  will  not  be  long  under  General  Steele^s  adminis- 
tration. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DOUGLAS  H.  COOPEE, 

Brigadier- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

December  11, 1803. 

Eespectfully  submitted  to  the  President. 

Brigadier-General  Steele  was  appointed  October  3,  1862,  to  take 
rank  September  12,  1862.  Brigadier-General  Cooper  was  appointed 
June  23,  1863,  to  take  rank  May  2,  1863,  and  has  not  yet  been  nomi- 
nated for  confirmation.  There  is  no  order  in  this  office  which  required 
his  appointment  at  an  earlier  date,  although  it  is  believed  he  was  acting 
in  the  capacity  of  brigadier-general  early  in  1862.  As  by  the  inclosed 
papers  t it  appears  to  be  the  united  wish  of  the  various  Indian  tribes 
who  have  been  so  long  serving  under  his  command  that  he  should  con- 
tinue to  exercise  control  over  them,  and  in  whom  they  appear  to  have 
the  most  implicit  confidence,  I respectfully  suggest  that,  in  nominating 
him  for  the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  it  be  recommended  that  he  take 
back  rank,  to  correspond  to  date  of  his  former  command,  and  that  in 
the  mean  time  he  be  placed  in  the  entire  command  of  the  Indian  De- 
partment, and  that  General  Steele  be  withdrawn  from  that  command. 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  Fu.,  October  10,  1863. 
General  E.  Kirby  Smith,  Commanding^  &c. : 

General  : Your  dispatches  by to  the  President  and  the  De- 

partment have  been  duly  received.  The  President,  being  on  the  eve  of 
a trip  to  the  armies  of  the  West  (this  side  the  Mississippi),  after  giving 
them  consideration,  has  intrusted  to  me  the  duty  of  reply.  The  una- 
nimity which  characterized  the  deliberations  of  the  council  of  Governors 
and  other  leading  functionaries  assembled  by  you  at  Marshall,  Tex.,  as 
well  as  the  results  of  their  deliberation,  have  given  great  satisfaction. 
The  effect  of  their  united  and  patriotic  action  must  prove  salutary  and 
encouraging  to  the  people  of  your  department,  and,  with  the  confidence 
so  fully  manifested  to  yourself,  must  strengthen  and  aid  your  military 
operations.  It  is  not  meant  to  commit  the  Executive  here  to  the  sanc- 


* Not  found  ; but  see  indorsement,  below, 
t See  Boudinot  to  Davis,  with  inclosures,  pp.  1103-1108. 
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tion  in  all  particulars  of  the  recommendations  of  that  council,  for  some, 
it  is  feared,  may  transcend  the  measure  of  power  which  the  President 
might  feel  himself  authorized,  without  further  legislation,  to  exercise, 
or  which  he  could  constitutionally  delegate ; but  the  spirit  and  aims  of 
the  convention,  as  manifested  in  their  action  and  address,  have  his 
cordial  approval  and  will  receive  his  co-operation  and  sanction.  Your 
own  action,  too,  in  its  spirit  and  purpose,  receives  his  commendation 
and  enhances  his  confidence,  though  in  some  particulars  he  does  not 
feel  himself  at  liberty  to  delegate  powers  reposed  in  him  as  fully  as  the 
requirements  of  your  situation  have  induced  you  to  suggest.  When  it 
was  suggested,  in  my  former  semi-official  letter,  that  you  would  have 
to  exercise  powers  of  civil  administration,  it  was,  of  course,  only  meant 
such  matters  of  an  administrative  character  as  were  naturally  promo- 
tive of  or  connected  with  military  operations  and  appropriately  per- 
tained to  the  executive  functions  of  the  Confederate  Executive.  These 
limitations  naturally  were  implied,  and  there  was  no  idea  of  either  dis- 
pensing with  or  trenching  on  the  civil  powers  belonging  to  the  States 
or  to  the  regular  civil  administration  thereof.  What  I had  particularly 
in  mind  were  the  various  administration  branches  of  service  that  min- 
ister to  the  supply,  equipment,  and  furnishing' of  arms  in  all  their 
branches  of  service.  Thus,  it  seemed  to  me  difficult,  if  your  depart- 
ment was  to  be  self  sustaining,  that  you  could  manage  without  official 
arrangements  analogous  to  our  bureaus,  and  I ventured  to  suggest  the 
establishment  of  such  in  efiect,  if  not  in  name.  These,  to  some  extent, 
I perceive,  you  have  proceeded  to  establish,  and  in  view  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the  trade  in  cotton,  and  the  necessity  of  regulating  it,  you 
have  gone  to  the  extent  of  establishing  what  you  style  a Cotton  Bureau, 
for  the  preservation  and  control  of  the  supplies  of  that  important  staple, 
so  necessary  to  furnish  exchange  and  importations.  The  wisdom  of 
these  steps  is  not  doubted  ; but  it  is  desirable  that,  so  far  as  practica- 
ble, these  measures  should  be  accomplished  in  conformity  to  existing 
laws  and  through  existing  recognized  officers. 

N^ow,  the  main  offices  of  our  different  bureaus  may  be  executed  effect- 
ively by  assigning  or  placing  at  the  head  of  each  an  existing  military 
officer  or  agent  already  appointed  for  your  department  by  one  of  the 
bureaus  here.  A chief  commissary  may  discharge  the  duties,  with  the 
aid  of  appropriate  subordinates  of  the  Bureau  of  Subsistence.  A lead- 
ing quartermaster,  a competent  adjutant,  a chief  of  ordnance,  the  agent 
appointed  by  the  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau  for  your  department  may 
each,  with  appropriate  assisting  officers,  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
corresponding  bureaus  here. 

In  like  manner  the  aims  of  your  Cotton  Bureau,  with  change  of  name, 
which  would  probably  be  judicious,  might  also  be  practically  as  well 
obtained  by  assigning  to  it  some  quartermaster,  or  investing  the  agent 
selected  by  you  with  some  appropriate  military  rank.  These  officers 
will  hold,  naturally,  positions  of  proper  subordination  to  you,  and  you 
may,  as  auxiliary  branches,  report,  as  occasion  may  allow,  to  the  depart- 
ment here,  by  which  their  reports  can  be  referred  to  the  respective 
bureaus,  and  harmony  of  action  secured. 

I early  saw  another  necessity  of  your  several  departments  would  be 
the  command  of  funds  without  the  necessity  of  transmitting  beforehand 
estimates  here,  and  then  receiving  notes  or  money  in  return.  I thought 
in  the  first  instance  to  have  arranged  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  establish  an  office  of  issue  in  your  department,  but,  after  at  first 
inclining  to  it,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  found  such  difficulties  in 
the  conveyance  of  what  he  considered  the  necessary  machinery,  that  he 
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declined  the  task,  and  we  were  compelled  to  rely  on  the  doubtful  expe- 
dient of  sending  you  funds,  taking  the  double  chance  of  remitting 
both  by  land  and  from  the  West  India  Islands  by  sea.  Considerable 
amounts  have  been  sent  in  this  way,  and,  I trust,  before  this  have  been 
received.  More  recently  it  has  been  determined,  under  the  suggestion 
of  the  President  himself,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  ar- 
range, by  restamping  the  old  notes,  or  otherwise,  to  make  issues  in  your 
department ; and  that  instead  of  your  disbursing  officer  being  obliged 
to  await  the  slow  process  of  sending  on  estimates  and  receiving  funds 
from  here,  that  the  various  bureaus  here  should  send  you  a statement 
of  the  proportion  of  their  unexpended  ai)propriations,  properly  appli- 
cable, on  equitable  calculations,  to  your  department,  and  that  your  dis- 
bursing officer  should  draw  warrants,  to  be  countersigned  by  yon,  or, 
in  case  of  your  necessary  absence,  by  such  confidential  adjutant  as  you 
might  intrust  with  the  duty,  in  your  name,  directly  on  the  depositaries 
of  the  Treasury  in  your  department,  and  be  paid  by  them  out  of  the 
reissued  notes  or  other  funds  provided  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  amounts  thus  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  disbursing  officers  of 
the  respective  branches  of  the  service  in  your  department  will  be  here 
arranged  with  the  Treasury  by  a requisition  in  lumps  by  each  appro- 
priate bureau. 

The  President,  too,  has  inclined  to  favor  your  recommendation  of  the 
power  to  issue  cotton  bonds,  or  bonds  with  interest,  payable  in  cash  ; 
but  on  this  subject  his  instructions  have  been  given  more  particularly 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  will  doubtless  communicate  fully 
with  you  on  the  subject. 

It  is  perceived  by  the  President  that  some  embarrassments  and  incon- 
veniences of  a military  administration  would  be  obviated  by  the  grant 
of  power,  as  sugirested  to  you,  to  name  and  promote  .officers  ; but,  as 
shown  by  an  indorsement  from  him  on  a former  paper  submitted,  which 
indorsement  has  been  sent  you,  he  does  not  feel  at  liberty  to  delegate 
such  executive  discretion  to  uny  one,  as  it  seems  specially  confided  by 
the  Constitution  in  himself  alone.  The  difficulty  may,  it  seems  to  me, 
be  in  a great  measure  obviated  by  your  power  of  recommending  and 
assigning  officers,  and  placing  them  temporarily  in  their  commands  until 
the  sanction  of  the  President  can  be  officially  had. 

While  the  tendencies  of  His  Excellency’s  opinions  in  regard  to  the 
number  and  rank  of  officers  are,  as  you  know,  restrictive,  yet  his  confi- 
dence in  your  judgment  and  his  eminent  justice  will  be  seen  in  his  dis- 
position to  recognize  the  claims  and  sanction  the  promotions  of  all  judi- 
cious appointees.  The  great  deficiency  existing  in  your  department  of 
arms  and  munitions  has  naturally  awakened  a solicitude  on  your  part 
which  is  fully  shared  by  this  department.  From  your  references  to  the 
causes  of  this,  it  may  be  that  you  may  have  received  from  the  uninformed 
complaints,  which  have  been  rife  in  your  department,  the  impression 
that  there  has  heretofore  been  want  of  due  effort  or  liberality  on  the 
part  of  this  department  in  providing  arms  and  munitions  for  the  trans- 
Mississippi  States.  A candid  review  of  the  efforts  heretofore  made  by 
the  department  and  the  quantities  actually  sent,  would  hardly  fail  to 
satisfy  your  unprejudiced  mind  that  there  has  ever  been  the  anxious 
desire,  as  well  as  constant  struggle,  with  the  limited  resources  at  com- 
mand, to  make  liberal  provision  for  the  needs  of  those  States.  Should 
you  think  such  review  desirable,  to  correct  erroneous  impressions  of  neg- 
lect among  the  people  of  your  department,  I will  cause  it  to  be  made 
from  the  Ordnance  Bureau  and  sent  to  you.  The  need  at  present  exist- 
ing with  which  I have  now  mainly  to  do  has  been  due,  as  you  are  aware, 
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to  the  captures  made  at  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  of  the  stores  of 
arms,  &c.,  designed  for  the  Trans-Mississippi,  which  had  been  unfor- 
tunately deposited  there  for  convenience  of  transportation  by  your  offi- 
cers in  charge  of  them,  and  to  the  mistake  made  by  the  French  in  seizing 
the  cargo  of  the  Goodyear  at  Matamoras. 

Since  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  I have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  want 
you  would  probably  experience  for  arms,  and  I have  earnestly  sought 
in  several  ways  to  supply  you.  Instructions  were  at  once  sent  to  our 
agent  in  Loudon  to  forward  a cargo  to  Matamoras,  and  at  the  same  time 
I caused  to  be  chartered  and  sent  to  Bermuda  a steamer  believed  to  be 
peculiarly  fitted  for  running  the  blockade  and  entering  one  of  the  ports 
of  Texas,  to  be  at  Bermuda  loaded  with  arms,  and  sent  thence  direct  to 
the  coast  of  that  State. 

Unfortunately,  after  sailing  from  Bermuda,  she  encountered  a violent 
storm,  was  obliged  to  return,  and  was  found  so  damaged  she  was  unable 
to  resume  her  voyage,  and  will  require  so  much  time  for  repairs  that  I 
have  thought  it  best  to  resort  to  other  means  of  supply.  I am  now  en- 
deavoring (with  the  prospect  of  success)  to  obtain  a suitable  steamer  at 
Mobile,  and  expect  soon  to  send  her  from  there  with  arms  direct  to 
Texas. 

Meantime  I have  been  in  some  measure  relieved  by  learning  from 
Major  [S.]  Hart’s  communication  that  one  or  more  vessels  with  arms  from 
England  were  offi  the  coast  of  Matamoras,  and  daily  expected  to  land 
their  cargoes.  From  that  source,  as  well  as  through  the  friendly  offices 
of  the  new  government,  you  have  been,  I trust,  before  this  at  least  par- 
tially supplied.  By  means  of  the  trade  established  with  Mexico,  it  is 
hoped  that  you  will  be  enabled  largely  to  supply  your  department  not 
only  with  arms  and  munitions,  but  also  with  most  of  the  stores  required 
in  aid  of  internal  production  for  the  wants  of  your  army.  As  such 
sources  are,  however,  precarious,  your  energy  and  judgment  wrll  doubt- 
less be  directed  to  developing  and  urging  all  sources  of  internal  produc- 
tion, some  of  which  have  already  received  the  attention  and  aid  of  this 
department.  Lead  and  niter  in  adequate  quantities,  I have  reason  to 
believe,  can  readily  be  obtained  in  your  department,  and  in  no  long 
period,  it  is  hoped,  through  the  mining  operations  suitable  and  the 
foundries  and  furnaces  eitlmr  begun  or  directed,  you  will  secure  suffi- 
cient quantities  of  iron,  ancrbe  enabled  to  manufacture  cannon,  shell, 
shot,  &c.  Such  officers  and  operatives  as  you  may  require  for  these 
works  will,  as  far  as  practicable,  on  your  demand  be  sent  you. 

Great  anxiety  is  naturally  felt  by  the  department  in  view  of  the  for- 
midable invasion  which  the  enemy  seem  about  attempting.  The  infor- 
mation received  here  has  led  me  to  believe  such  plans  had  been  arranged 
on  a formidable  scale,  and,  therefore,  I was  not  surprised  at  the  intelli- 
gence. It  is  sincerely  regretted  that  the  department  is  not  able  to  render 
you  more  effective  aid  5 but  you  have  the  immense  expanse  of  your  de- 
partment, the  sparse  population,  and  the  absence  of  important  centers 
to  be  attacked,  in  the  physical  obstacles  to  be  overcome,  and  the  hardy, 
enterprising  character  and  habits  of  the  people— advantages  which,  with 
the  aid  of  your  tried  generalship  and  judgment,  it  is  confidently  believed 
will  secure  the  discomfiture  of  your  malignant  foes,  and  their  destruc- 
tion or  ignominious  expulsion  from  the  bounds  of  your  department. 

While  it  is  deeply  deplored  that  military  considerations,  the  justice 
and  prudence  of  which  are  recognized,  may  compel  the  temporary  with- 
drawal of  your  forces  from  such  extensive  and  fertile  districts,  yet  it  is 
hoped  that  the  experience  of  the  temporary  sway  of  the  unscrupulous 
enemy  will,  among  your  people,  as  it  has  done  almost  everywhere  else, 
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instead  of  inspiring  the  thought  or  reconciling  the  feelings  to  submis- 
sion, only  fire  their  hearts  with  indignation  and  nerve  them  to  sterner 
and  undying  resistance.  The  first  effort  of  invasion,  I am  happy  to  see, 
has  been  most  gloriously  repelled  at  the  Sabine  Pass,  and  the  expedition 
has  returned,  foiled  and  dismayed,  to  New  Orleans. 

The  glorious  victory  recently  obtained  by  our  arms  at  Ohickamauga, 
together  with  the  further  movements  of  our  armies  on  this  side  of  the 
Mississippi,  will  in  all  probability  cause  great  diversion  from  the  con- 
templated invasion  of  your  department;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  already  large  portions  of  the  forces  designed  for  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi have  already  been  recalled  and  are  being  hurried  to  the  rescue 
of  Rosecrans. 

With  the  favorable  augury,  insjured  by  the  brilliant  stroke  at  the 
Sabine  Pass  and  the  consequent  encouragement  of  your  people,  and  the 
lessening  of  the  forces  meant  to  overwhelm  you  with  superior  numbers, 
the  confident  hope  is  indulged  that,  through  the  blessingof  a just  God, 
under  your  skillful  guidance,  the  formidable  invasion  of  our  insolent 
foes  in  your  department  may  be  hurled  back  with  dire  loss  to  them,  and 
that  at  no  distant  day  you  may  be  prepared  to  retaliate  by  advancing  to 
the  rescue  of  the  gallant  Missourians  from  their  present  frightful 
tyranny. 

With  esteem,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Indian  Department, 

Gamj^  on  Blue^  October  10, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  E.  McCulloch, 

Commanding  Northern  Sub-District  of  Texas  : 

General  : Tour  letters  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  Colonel  Bour- 
land’s  command,  the  movements  of  Colonel  Martinis  regiment,  and  the 
arrest  of  Captain  [J.  D.]  Young,  were  received  per  yesterday ^s  express. 
Colonel  Martin  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  with  his  regiment 
without  delay.  A special  courier  has  been  dispatched  to  Colonel  Bour- 
land,  informing  him  that  the  troops  in  the  counties  indicated  would  be 
placed  under  his  command,  advising,  him  (Colonel  B.)  to  place  himself 
in  communication  with  the  commanders  of  the  minute  companies,  &c. 
I have  charged  Colonel  Bourland  specially  with  the  protection  of  the 
frontier  on  the  line  upon  which  he  is  now  operating.  Much  has  been 
necessarily  deferred  to  Colonel  B.’s  knowledge  of  the  country  and  habits 
of  the  Indians  who  depredate  upon  that  section  of  Texas.  . You  are  mis- 
taken in  regard  to  the  command  to  which  Captain  Young  is  attached. 
He  commands  a company  in  Colonel  Martin’s  regiment,  and  will  thus 
be  within  your  jurisdiction  very  soon.  I have  not  thought  it  prudent 
to  give  notoriety  to  the  order  of  arrest. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Six  Miles  West  of  Tulip,  on  the  Middle  Eoad, 

October  11,  1863. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewino,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : The  enemy  drove  us  from  Tulip  this  morning  about  4 o’clock. 
I have  not  yet  ascertained  their  force ; they  have  artillery.  If  forced 
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to  fall  back  from  this  position,  I will  retire  on  the  lower  Arkadelphia 
road.  I have  but  200  men  with  me.  I had  about  70  men  on  picket  and 
scout  in  the  direction  of  Pine  Bluff  that  have  not  yet  come  in. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARCH.  S.  DOBBIN, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters, 

Jones^  Plantation,  on  the  Arhadelphia  and  Trenton  Road, 

October  11,  1863. 


Capt.  C.  G.  Rainwater, 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  Marmaduhe’s  Division : , 

Captain  : The  colonel  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  Colonel 
Dobbin,  after  falling  back  to  this  place,  pursuant  to  orders  from  head- 
quarters to  report  in  person,  turned  the  command  over  to  me. 

The  latest  intelligence  from  the  Federals  at  Tulip  is  that  about  sun- 
rise they  fell  back,  though  the  information  is  not  very  definite.  They 
moved  off  on  the  Little  Rock  road.  I am  expecting  momentarily  infor- 
mation from  my  scouts. 

By  command  of  Col.  R.  0.  Newton,  commanding  brigade : 

W.  O.  PEPPER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant^  General, 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Jones'^  Plantation,  October  12,  1863 — 1 p.  m. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  &c.: 

Major:  Colonel  [Robert  R.J  Lawther  has  just  arrived,  and  delivered 
me  your  order  of  this  date,  directing  me  to  move  to  Arkadelphia  with 
my  whole  command.  My  wagons  are  in  the  country  after  forage,  and  it 
is  so  far  advanced  in  the  day  that  I could  not  very  well  move  before 
dark.  I will  move  at  daylight  in  the  morning,  and  be  at  Arkadelphia 
early  in  the  day  to-morrow.  I send  Lieutenant  [G.  D.]  Worley  forward 
this  evening,  in  obedience  to  instructions,  to  learn  the  camp  of  the 
brigade. 

Yery  respectfully, 

R.  C.  NEWTON, 

Colonel,  &c. 


Headquarters, 

Jones’  Plantation,  October  12,  1863. 

Capt.  C.  C.  Rainwater, 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  3Tarmadu1xe'’s  Division  : 

Captain  : The  colonel  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  the  infor- 
mation received  from  scouts  is  that  “ the  Federals  have  evacuated 
Tulip,  one  regiment  going  to  Benton  and  the  other  to  Pine  Bluff.” 

By  command  of  Col.  R.  C.  Newton,  commanding  brigade: 

W.  O.  PEPPER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  L'a.^  October  13,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Hoi^mes,  Commanding  District  of  Arkansas : 

General:  The  lieutenant-general  commanding  acknowledges  the 
receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  9th  instant,  relative  to  the  im- 
liressment  of  negroes  and  the  disposition  of  your  command.  With  ref- 
erence to  the  latter,  he  directs  me  to  say  fall  instructions  were  given  in 
his  communication  of  the  7th  instant.  He  wishes  you  to  dispose  your 
command  in  the  best  position  you  can  find  for  meeting  an  advance  of 
the  enemy  from  Little  Eock,  and  covering  securely  your  line  of  retreat 
to  Shreveport.  It  has  been  his  intention  to  concentrate  either  General 
Taylor’s  force  on  yours  or  your  command  on  that  of  General  Taylor’s 
whenever  the  movepients  of  the  enemy  should  justify  it;  but  with  one 
force  of  his  at  Little  Eock  and  another  at  Berwick’s  Bay,  such  a move 
would  be  out  of  the  question,  as,  after  fruitlessly  abandoning  one  sec- 
tion of  the  department,  our  united  forces  would  still  be  too  far  from  the 
enemy  to  strike  him  effectivel}^  The  commanding  general  further  in- 
structs me  to  say  that,  if  the  reports  concerning  General  Bragg’s  late 
victory  in  Tennessee,  which  indicate  it  to  have  been  complete,  are 
true,  he  hopes  the  force  of  the  enemy  at  Little  Eock  will  be  drawn  upon 
to  re-enforce  Eosecrans  or  organize  a force  in  his  rear  to  oppose  our 
advancing  columns.  Under  these  circumstances  you  would  have  no 
advance  from  that  quarter  or  Little  Eock  to  fear. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

E.  CUNNINGHAM, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Gamp. 


[Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department,] 

Shreveport^  La.,  October  13,  1863. 
Capt.  Thomas  C.  Peek,  Camden,  Arlc. : 

Cotton  should  not  be  burned  on  a mere  raid  of  the  enemy,  only  when 
there  is  danger  of  the  enemy  occupying  the  country  where  the  cotton 
is,  or  where  they  are  sending  for  it. 

By  order  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDEESON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  Sabine,  October  13,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  E.  McCulloch, 

Commanding  Northern  Sub-District  of  Texas,  Bonham : 

General  : Your  communication  of  the  11th  instant  was  received  per 
yesterday’s  express.  In  regard  to  your  suggestions  as  regards  the 
change  of  regiments  to  be  sent  you,  1 would  state  that  I have  already^ 
ordered  Martin’s  regiment  to  you,  and  I take  it  the  regiment  is  now  on  its' 
way.  I would  suggest  that,  in  my  opinion,  this  regiment  will  render  you 
more  effective  service  than  that  referred  to  in  your  command.  As  Gen- 
eral Bankhead  goes  to  Bonham,  he  will  doubtless  make  the  necessary 
explanations  in  the  case  of  Captain  Wells.  Captain  Young  has  not 
yet  been  heard  of  in  this  department.  Nothing  new  from  the  front. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  Oetoher  14,  18G3. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  District  of  Arkansas  : 

General  : In  inclosing  to  you  the  within  order,  I am  directed  by 
Lieutenant-General  Smith  to  say  that  by  reason  of  the  change  in  the 
positions  of  the  armies  of  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  country,  he  has 
thought  it  best  to  separate  the  commands  for  the  present.  From  the 
difficulty  and  uncertainty  of  communication  between  the  two  armies  as 
at  present  situated,  and  in  consequence  of  the  direct  intercourse  now 
established  between  department  headquarters  and  the  command  of 
Brigadier- General  Steele,  it  is  important  that  he  should  make  his  re- 
ports and  returns  direct. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDEESOH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  154.  j Shreveport,  La.,  October  3, 1863. 

**#**#♦ 

HI.  Until  further  orders  the  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory  will 
be  separated  from  the  District  of  Arkansas. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Steele,  commanding  the  Indian  Territory,  will  in 
future  make  his  reports,  &c.,  direct  to  department  headquarters. 

* * * * - # * * 

Bv  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDEESON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory,' 

Camp  Sabine,  C.  A.,  October  14,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Henry  E.  McCulloch, 

Commanding  Northern  Sub-District  of  Texas : 

General  : Your  communication  of  the  12th  instant  was  received  per 
yesterday’s  express.  The  intelligence  communicated  is  certainly  cheer- 
ing. Do  try,  general,  to  get  General  Magruder  to  send  some  of  the 
arras  to  this  section.  I have  heafd  nothing  as  yet  from  General  Cooper 
officially,  though  I wrote  to  him  from  Bonham.'  If  I receive  no  official 
intelligence  from  him  by  to- day’s  express,  I shall  express  to  him  by 
courier  without  delay.  I am  at  a loss  as  to  what  answer  to  return  you 
with  regard  to  your  inquiry  as  to  re-enforcements,  owing  to  the  entire 
absence  of  official  information  from  the  front.  Such  information  as 
comes  to  me  unofficially  leads  me  to  the  belief  that  the  enemy  does  not 
contemplate  a siieedy  movement  in  force.  If  a defensive  policy  with 
my  present  lines  were  to  be  pursued,  I could,  perhaps,  hold  the  enemy 
in  check  against  his  present  reported  strength.  It  occurs  to  my  mind, 
however,  that  if  General  Magruder  could  spare,  say  from  3,000  to  5,000 
troops,  and  have  them  put  quietly  and  rapidly  into  this  department,  a 
rapid  campaign  could  be  made,  driving  out  or  capturing  such  numbers 
of  the  enemy  as  are  now  in  the  Indian  country,  destroying  his  depots 
of  supplies,  &c.  If  these  troops  could  be  put  here  by  the  1st  day  of 
November,  I should  then  have  sufficient  time,  before  the  weather  be- 
comes too  severe  for  operations  in  the  field,  in  which  to  consummate  a 
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successful  campaign,  as  crudely  sketched.  A movement  of  this  kind 
would  render  Northern  Texas  secure  from  either  invasion  or  raid  during 
the  winter.  I should,  of  course,  leave  nothing  upon  which  to  subsist 
within  200  miles  of  Northern  Texas.  Before  he  could  bring  his  sub- 
sistence with  him,  in  case  he  attempted  a reoccupation  of  the  Indian 
country,  the  condition  of  the  roads  would  be  such  as  to  render  transpor- 
tation almost  impracticable.  I should  like  to  have  you  think  over  these 
ideas,  and,  if  they  meet  your  approval,  I would  be  glad  if  you  would 
make  the  suggestion  to  General  Magruder.  The  forces  thus  sent  me, 
after  the  conclusion  of  such  a campaign  as  I have  indicated,  could  then 
be  kept  and  wintered  in  your  district,  where  supplies  are  alDundant,  in 
case  they  should  not  be  wanted  on  the  coast. 

Very  respectfully,  &c,, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-General^  Commanding  Indian  Territory. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  Sabine^  Oetober  15,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  E.  McCulloch, 

Commanding  Northern  Sub-Bistriet  of  Texas  : 

General  : Your  communications  of  the  12th  and  two  of  the  13th  in- 
stant were  received  by  last  express.  I have  not  yet  had  the  satisfaction 
of  hearing,  officially,  from  General  Cooper,  and  am  so  much  perplexed 
on  this  account  that,  unless  I hear  something  satisfactory  from  him  to- 
morrow, I shall  go  forward  immediately  and  assume  a personal  direction 
of  movements,  &c.  I trust  that  you  have  been  misinformed  as  regards 
the  action  taken  by  the  Choctaw  Council.  Eeports  reach  me,  unoffi- 
cially, that,  so  far  from  adopting  the  policy  of  neutrality,  the  Council 
have  passed  a resolution  declaring  the  penalty  of  death  to  attach  to  all 
persons  in  the  Nation  who  should  advocate  such  a policy.  I cannot 
hear  of  Captain  Young  in  the  Nation,  and,  were  I to  hear  of  him,  I 
have  no  other  mounted  force  to  send  to  arrest  him  than  a detachment 
of  his  own  company,  stationed  at  Fort  Washita.  As  soon  as  I can  see 
or  get  in  communication  with  Colonel  Martin,  I will  endeavor  to  provide 
for  his  arrest,  as  asked  for  by  you.  I am  at  a loss  to  know  why  the 
receipt  of  my  order  for  Colonel  Martin’s  regiment  to  report  to  your  head- 
quarters has  not  been  acknowledged.  I shall  hurry  it  down  as  rapidly 
as  possible  as  soon  as  I can  hear  of  it.  The  regiment  (Martin’s)  is  re- 
ported, unofficially,  within  15  miles  of  Fort  Smith  at  last  accounts. 
Quantrill  is  reported  to  have  brought  with  him  some  300  well-equipped 
men.  I am  anxious  to  see  him,  as  I am  confident  that  he  is  better 
posted  as  regards  the  enemy  in  Southwestern  Missouri  and  Western 
Arkansas  than  any  one  else.  If  you  have  later  intelligence  from  the 
Choctaw  Council,  and  feel  that  your  presence  would  do  good,  go  by  all 
means.  I beg  to  assure  you,  general,  that  I am  no  stickler  for  cere- 
mony or  etiquette  when  the  good  of  the  service  is  involved.  Would  it 
not  be  well  to  send  an  intelligent  messenger  over  and  ascertain  how 
things  stand  ? 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — I understand  that  Colonel  Scott,  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Aflairs,  is  in  attendance  on  the  Council.  I am  sure  he  will  advise  me 
of  the  result. 


Chap.  XXXIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE. 


1047 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

October  15,  18G3. 


Col.  T.  0.  Bass: 


Colonel:  General  Cooper  is  moving  east,  having  left  Stand  Watie 
on  the  North  Fork  road,  with  a small  force.  You  will  collect  all  of  your 
regiment,  except  a guard  at  Washita,  of  about  25  men,  and  move  up 
as  far  as  Limestone  Gap,  to  be  in  readiness  to  support  Colonel  Watie. 
You  will  make  such  preparations  for  defense  as  the  means  at  hand  will 
admit  of  in  the  gap.  Much  can  be  done  by  cutting  down  trees  and 
forming  temporary  breastworks  to  protect  the  few  men  you  will  have. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier’  General. 


Commanding  Officer  at  Washita  : 

Sir:  You  will  obey  the  orders  of  Colonel  Bass,  withdrawing  the 
greater  part  of  his  regiment  from  Eort  Washita. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Near  Boggy  Depot,  October  17,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper: 

General  : Your  letter  of  the  12th,  with  postscript  of  16th,  was  re- 
ceived yesterday.  The  inclosed  copy  of  letter  from  Colonel  Martin  * was 
forwarded  to  department  headquarters.  Colonel  Martin  having  been 
ordered  to  the  Northern  District  of  Texas  by  instructions  from  those 
headquarters.  You  have  not  put  me  as  fully  in  possession  of  the  state 
of  affairs  as  I could  wish.  You  do  not  send  me  a report  of  your  own 
strength.  Please  remember  this  omission,  and  I wish  also  you  would 
suggest  any  course  of  operations  that  may  appear  to  you  as  advisable 
under  existing  circumstances. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Indian  Territory. 


[October  22, 1863 — For  Henry  E.  McCulloch’  to  Magruder,  report- 
ing arrival  of  QuantrilPs  men  in  Texas,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXVI.] 


Headquarters  Northern  Sub-District, 

Bonham,  Tex.,  October  23,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Steele, 

Commanding  Indian  Territory : 

General  : I inclose  herewith  a letter  of  instructions  from  Major-Gen- 
eral Magruder,*  by  which  you  will  see  that  I am  directed  to  withdraw 
General  Bankhead^s  (now  General  [E.  M.]  Gano’s)  brigade  from  your 
district.  Feeling  that  I have  no  legal  right  to  give  orders  to  troops 
within  your  district  while  I remain  in  this,  I can  only  request  you  to 


Sre  Vol.  XXVI,  Part  II. 


1048 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chav.  XXXIV. 


comply  with  his  instructions  to  me^  if  you  can  see  that  it  is  at  all  prac- 
ticable to  spare  these  troops  from  your  command.  I fear  that  the  force 
that  General  Magrucler  has  below  will  not  be  able  to  meet  the  enemy 
successfully,  and  if  it  is  possible  to  spare  them  any  help,  it  should  be 
done. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  . 

H.  E.  McCULLOOH, 

Brig,  Gen.,  Comdg.  Wortliern  Suh-Bistrict  of  Texas. 


Hdqes.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 


Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 


Camjg  Brazil,  Octoher  24, 1863. 


Adjutant- General  of  the  Trans-Mississijppi  Department  : 


Colonel:  I yesterday  overtook  the  troops  of  Cooper^s  and  Bank- 
head^s  brigades  at  this  place,  General  Cooper  having  moved  the  whole 
from  a point  west  of  the  ^^‘orth  Fork  road  to  this  place,  after  he  knew 
of  my  return  from  Shreveport,  with  the  apparent  intention  of  attacking 
Fort  Smith.  As  to  whether  or  not  it  was  his  real  intention  to  make 
the  attack,  I am  in  doubt.  The  movement  has  placed  me  in  a situation 
of  much  embarrassment.  Both  brigades.  General  Cooper  reports,  will 
number  about  3,000,  of  which  number  about  500  are  without  arms, 
leaving  an  effective  force  of  2,500  men,  of  which  more  than  one-half  are 
Indians  without  drill  or  discipline,  and  armed  with  all  kinds  of  guns. 
The  force  of  the  enemy  in  and  about  Fort  Smith  is  not  less  than  2,200, 
well  armed  and  equipped.  All,  with  the  exception  of  one  negro  regi- 
ment, are  white  troops,  most  of  whom  have  seen  service.  They  have 
also  more  and  better  artillery  than  I have.  To  make  an  attack  under 
these  circumstances  does  not  appear  to  promise  good  results.  A defeat 
would  open  the  whole  road  to  Bed  Eiver.  On  the  contrary,  the  troops 
are  expecting  a fight,  and  it  would  undoubtedly  have  a bad  effect  upon 
them  to  retire ; especially  would  it  dishearten  the  Indians.  The  state- 
ment of  the  enemy  comes  from  persons  well  known,  who  have  from  ne- 
cessity been  driven  out  of  Fort  Smith.  Their  information  is  in  detail, 
giving  names  of  regiments,  strength,  &c.,  some  of  which  they  had 
counted  while  marching  to  and  from  parade.  I have  no  doubt  of  its 
truth.  They  also  say  that  Marmaduke  had  caused  some  commotion  by 
coming  as  high  up  the  Arkansas  as  Dover. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General.' 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  172.  j Shreveport,  La.,  Octoher  24,  1863. 

Y.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  M.  Gano,  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States,  will  proceed  to  the  headquarters  of  the  District  of  the  Indian 
Territory,  and  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  William  Steele,  commanding,  &c., 
for  assignment  to  duty. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith  : 

S.  S.  ANDEESON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Hepautment, 

Shreveport,  La.,  Oetoher  25,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  Distriet  of  Arlcansas : 

General  : I inclose  you  copies  of  two  letters  just  received  from  Gen- 
eral Taylor.*  You  will  see  that  the  force  below,  which  has  so  long  been 
menacing  us,  is  about  finally  developing  its  plan  of  operations.  From 
their  position,  an  advance  on  either  Alexandria  or  Sabine  Pass  is  still 
practicable.  Should  the  former  course  be  adopted,  and  the  Ked  Eiver 
Valley  be  made  their  line  of  advance,  I shall  concentrate  your  com- 
mand on  TayloPs,  and,  drawing  what  support  I can  from  Magruder, 
risk  a general  engagement  somewhere  below  this  point.  Prepare  your 
command  for  moving  south  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  The  smallest 
Arkansas  brigade  of  infantry,  with  the  cavalry  under  Marmaduke, 
should  be  left  in  Arkansas.  Your  line  of  march  will  be  either  direct  to 
Shreveport  or  by  Minden  to  Campti,  crossing  the  river  at  Grand  Ecore. 

What  reports  do  you  receive  from  within  the  enemy’s  lines  ? I wish 
you  would  keep  me  better  posted.  Our  friends  at  Little  Eock  should 
make  you  acquainted  with  every  movement  of  the  enemy. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

Camp  Bragg,  October  25,  1863. 

General  Fauan  : 

I am  instructed  by  Major-General  Price  to  direct  you  to  send  all  your 
cavalry  (retaining  your  headquarters  couriers)  toward  Arkadelphia,  to 
act  as  pickets.  They  will  go  at  least  as  far  as  the  Little  Missouri,  and 
be  so  disposed  as  to  guard  against  cavalry  raids  from  the  enemy.  Gen- 
eral Marmaduke  having  marched  yesterday  morning  upon  Pine  Bluff, 
our  front  will  be  exposed  for  a few  days,  when  he  will  again  take  posi- 
tion at  Arkadelphia  and  relieve  your  men.  You  will  also  throw  out 
infantry  pickets,  and  so  dispose  of  your  command  as  to  guard  against 
surprise. 

Please  report  the  number  of  cavalry  and  command  as  soon  as  sent. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[L.  A.]  MACLEAK. 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Inspector  General’s  Office,  Trans-Mississippi  Dept., 

Shreveport,  La.,  October  26, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Boggs,  Chief  of  Staff : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a report  of  the  semi- 
annual inspection  made  by  me  of  the  District  of  Arkansas  and  the 
Indian  Territory.  I find  it  impossible  to  make  it  in  so  detailed  a form 
as  I would  wish,  and  can  only  hope  to  point  out  a few  general  evils 
which  I find  to  exist,  remedies  for  which  it  will  be  hard  to  find  save  in 
an  entire  reorganization  of  the  troops  and  a more  rigid  enforcement 
everywhere  of  regulations  and  orders. 


See  Vol.  XXVI,  Part  I. 


1050 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 


Major  Genital  Price’s  division,  as  a body,  are  not  sucb  soldiers  as 
they  should  be,  when  the  advantages  they  have  had  are  considered. 
Taken  in  comparison  with  the  other  troops  of  the  district,  they  are  the 
best  I have  inspected,  but  are  not  what  they  might  be.  Their  drill  is 
good  5 Parsons’  and  Pagan’s  brigades  very  good.  In  iioint  of  disci- 
pline I do  not  consider  that  they  have  nearly  reached  that  state  which 
is  so  necessary  to  render  them  efficient  under  all  and  any  circumstances. 
One  of  the  strongest  evidences  of  this  is  the  great  number  of  desertions 
which  have  occurred  and  are  daily  taking  place,  particularly  in  the  case 
of  Pagan’s  and  McKae’s  brigades.  (See  field  returns  and  muster-rolls 
of  these  commands.)  This  state  of  affairs  could  not  exist  if  field  and 
company  officers  did  their  duty  in  using  their  energies  and  being  vigi- 
lant. With  few  exceptions,  there  is  too  little  pride  and  effort  at  sol- 
dierly bearing  among  the  officers,  and  too  much  familiarity  between 
them  and  their  men.  It  is  true  they  had  but  recently  returned  from  a 
fatiguing  and  harassing  march,  but  before  the  expedition  to  Helena 
they  had  been  stationary  for  some  time,  and  in  their  permanent  camp 
had  every  opportunity  of  perfecting  themselves  in  all  the  duties  of  sol- 
diers. The  general  officers  of  the  command  are  zealous  and  competent, 
but  are  in  a measure  paralyzed  in  their  endeavors  by  a lack  of  hearty 
co-operation  from  their  subordinate  officers.  The  field  officers,  and  the 
company  officers  to  even  a greater  extent,  allow  themselves  to  become 
too  easily  discouraged  and  disheartened  at  reverses.  The  exhibition 
of  this  feeling  to  the  men — the  result  of  intimacy  between  officers  and 
men — makes  the  men  dissatisfied;  they  lose  interest,  disaffection  fol- 
lows, and  they  desert.  A lethargy  seems  to  have  fallen  on  the  troops 
of  the  command  which  has  been  and  will  be  productive  of  much  evil. 
This  can  only  be  removed  by  keeping  them  constantly  employed  with 
drills,  the  enforcement  of  rigid  discipline,  and  a requirement  of  minute 
attention  to  all  military  exercises  and  duties.  Petty  crimes  pass  un- 
noticed, while  greater  ones  go  unpunished,  or  the  punishment  inflicted 
is  so  slight  as  to  do  no  good  as  an  example,  and  possibly  only  makes 
the  individual  resentful.  I think  that  they  are  past  appreciating  leni- 
ency, and  moral  suasion  is  lost  upon  them.  As  far  as  I know,  no  officer 
has  as  yet  been  held  accountable  for  the  desertions  of  his  men— whether 
company  officer,  officer  of  the  day,  or  guard— and  yet  most  of  the  de- 
sertions occur  at  night,  when,  by  the  order  in  force,  no  man  is  allowed 
to  pass  the  lines  without  the  countersign.  Some  excuse  may  be  made 
for  the  men,  but  none  for  the  officers. 

I know  that  the  department  is  not  very  fruitful  of  supplies,  but  I 
think  that  with  proper  energy  the  condition  of  these  troops  could  be 
much  ameliorated.  They  are  poorly^  clad,  very  poorly,  and  are  almost 
destitute  of  shoes.  In  comparison  to  these  men,  a portion  of  the  troops 
of  the  Indian  Territory  (Bankhead’s  brigade)  are  finely  provided  for 
with  clothing  and  shoes.  There  is  an  inequality  in  the  distribution  of 
clothing,  which  may  be  unavoidable,  but  why  it  is  so  I cannot  tell. 
Their  arms  are  of  a good  character,  and  generally  well  kept.  Fagan’s 
brigade  do  not  pay  as  much  attention  to  their  arms  and  accouterments 
as  other  portions  of  the  command.  The  staff*  departments  of  the  divis- 
ion are,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  by  a general  inspection,  in  tolera- 
bly good  order.  The  adjutants-general  are  the  most  efficient.  The 
quartermasters  and  commissaries  of  subsistence  do  not,  I think,  fully 
appreciate  the  responsibility  resting  on  them.  This  is  shown  in  a few 
instances  by  their  i)apers.  Major  [Thomas]  Monroe,  quartermaster  of 
Parsons’  brigade,  is  $811.49  short.  Maj.  0.  B.  Moore,  quartermaster  of 
McEae’s  brigade,  has  an  excess  of  $134.98.  Major  [John  B.j  Euthven, 
commissary  of  Parsons’  brigade,  has  an  excess  of  $175.75.  My  inspec- 
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tiou  was'  made  on  the  15tli  of  August,  and  up  to  that  time  Major  Monroe 
bad  not  made  up  his  returns  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1863. 

Brig.  Geii.  D.  M.  Frost  commanded  the  ‘‘defenses  of  the  Lower  Ar- 
kansas.” I found  his  brigade  of  infantry  and  two  batteries  of  light 
artillery  at  Pine  Bluff  in  only  tolerable  condition.  Their  drill  was  not 
equal  to  that  of  either  Parsons^  Fagan^s,  or  McKae’s  brigade.  Their 
arms  were  not  well  kept,  and  the  police  of  their  camp  was  fair.  I found 
a very  large  number  of  the  command  sick,  and  the  surgeons  complained 
of  being  much  in  need  of  medicines.  The  post  was  well  regulated.  The 
hospital,  in  charge  of  Surg.  E.  Brunson,  was  perfectly  clean ; the  sick 
seemed  to  receive  every  attention ; returns  were  regularly  forwarded, 
and  duplicates  kept.  Oapt.  W.  W.  Johnson,  post  quartermaster,  I 
found  to  be  an  energetic  and  very  efficient  officer.  His  returns  were 
all  up  to  date;  books,  i)apers,  &c.,  in  excellent  order.  Every  care  was 
taken  of  the  post  transportation,  and  it  was  in  fine  condition.  The  cav- 
alry was  at  South  Bend.  I found  them  well  mounted,  poorly  armed 
and  clothed;  their  drill  and  discipline  quite  poor.  Many  men  were 
absent  without  leave,  and  many  more  on  incompetent  authority.  With 
an  aggregate  present  and  absent  of  668,  only  238  were  present  for  duty. 
This  command  is  almost  entirely  destitute  of  accouterments.  Captain 
PratFs  battery,  serving  with  OarteFs  cavalry,  is  in  very  fine  order,  and 
a model  command.  Their  discipline  is  very  good.  The  men  are  well 
drilled,  and  care  is  taken  of  the  horses  and  everything  about  the  bat- 
tery. General  FrosFs  command — cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry — are 
very  poorly  clad,  and  are  destitute  of  shoes.  The  regimental  quarter- 
masters and  commissaries  of  the  infantry  brigade  are  not  sufficiently 
well  acquainted  with  their  duties,  and  do  not  show  a great  degree  of 
attention  to  business.  The  quartermasters  and  commissaries  of  the 
cavalry  were  absent.  I found  that  the  conscript  law  was  not  enforced 
with  enough  energy  and  rigidity,  and  that  the  officers  in  charge  of  that 
duty  were,  many  of  them,  incompetent.  Of  this  subject  I made  a special 
report  at  the  time  of  my  inspection. 

The  post  of  Washita,  in  the  Indian  Territory,  I found  in  a dilapidated 
and  broken-up  condition.  From  a beautiful  post  it  has  come  to  be  a 
perfect  wreck.  Hot  a fence  nor  paling  is  left,  scarcely.  The  buildings, 
quarters,  &c.,  have  been  terribly  abused,  and  no  care  seems  now  to  be 
taken  of  what  is  left.  Whether  these  wanton  acts  of  an  undisciplined 
soldiery  were  committed  recently  I do  not  know,  though  I think  it  has 
been  done  from  time  to  time.  Lieutenant- Colonel  [T.  D.]  Taliaferro,  com- 
manding, is  an  officer  of  no  energy.  The  post  is  badly  policed ; even  the 
quarters  of  the  men  are  very  dirty.  The  companies  are  badly  drilled  in 
company  drill;  are  not  soldierly  in  appearance;  keep  their  arms  in  mis- 
erable condition ; have  never  been  drilled  but  once  in  battalion  drill, 
though  they  have  been  in  service  fourteen  months.  The  company 
officers  have  never  forwarded  any  of  the  returns  required  of  them  by 
regulations.  Morning  reports  and  muster-rolls  are  the  only  military 
papers  they  seem  to  know  anything  about.  Oapt.  W.  A.  Welch,  post 
quartermaster  and  acting  commissary  of  subsistence,  is  an  energetic  and 
efficient  officer.  His  books  and  papers  are  in  good  condition,  and  his 
returns  all  up.  His  expenditures  have  been  extravagant,  but  they  were 
authorized  by  his  superior  officers  in  writing.  Workshops  have  been 
erected  for  the  repair  of  transportation.  The  hospital,  Surgeon  Foster 
in  charge,  is  clean  and  the  sick  well  cared  for.  The  surgeons  complain 
of  great  deficiency  of  medicines. 

The  post  of  Boggy  Depot,  in  Indian  Territory,  commanded  by  Colonel 
[T.  O.]  Bass,  with  garrison  of  five  companies  from  the  Twentieth  Texas 
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Eegimeut,  is  in  about  the  same  condition  as  Washita,  drill,- no  disci- 

pline, and  of  poor  military  appearance.  They  have  never  been  drilled 
in  battalion  drill  but  once.  Colonel  Bass,  if  one  judges  from  the  fruits 
of  his  labors,  is  an  officer  of  no  competency.  Captain  [ W.  H.]  Wooten, 
post  quartermaster  and  actio g assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  is 
attentive  to  duty,  and,  though  not  perfectly  conversant  with  the  papers 
of  his  office,  is,  I think,  an  efficient  officer.  His  expenditures  are  ex- 
travagant. 

Brig.  Gen.  Smith  P.  Bankhead’s  brigade,  composed  of  Gurley’s  Texas 
regiment  cavalry,  .Hardeman’s  Texas  regiment  cavalry,  and  Krumb- 
haar’s  battery,  is  in  poor  condition  as  a brigade.  The  discipline  of  the 
two  regiments  is  quite  poor.  Their  drill  is  far  below  what  it  should  be. 
Gurley’s  regiment,  commanded  by  the  senior  captain,  presented  a very 
poor  appearance.  I called  on  the  three  senior  captains  to  drill  the  reg- 
iment in  battalion  drill,  and  each  of  them  in  turn  admitted  his  incom- 
petency to  do  so ; finally  the  senior  captain  made  the  attempt,  and  failed 
most  signally.  Colonel  Hardeman’s  regiment  was  better  than  Gurley’s, 
but  very  de&ient  in  all  things.  The  drill  was  poor,  discipline  imor, 
arms  badly  kept,  and  military  appearance  not  good.  Krumbhaar’s 
battery  was  in  very  good  order 5 discipline  good;  drill  very  good;  mili- 
tary appearance  fair.  The  caissons  and  carriages  were  not  kept  clean, 
but  the  ammunition  was  well  packed  and  the  boxes  free  from  anything 
foreign  to  their  proper  contents.  The  clothing  of  these  men  I found  to 
be  much  better  than  any  I had  seen.  Captain  [E.  A.]  Burke,  brigade 
quartermaster,  displays  energy  and  efficiency ; his  papers  were  in  good 
condition  and  returns  up  to  date.  He  had  quite  a supply  of  clothing  (at 
least  one  suit  per  man)  on  hand  not  issued.  His  disbursements  were 
not  as  extravagant  as  other  quartermasters. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper’s  brigade,  of  First  and  Second  Creek  Regi- 
ments, Seminole  Battalion,  Chickasaw  Battalion,  Pickens’  company 
Chick asaws,  Cherokee  regiment.  He  Morse’s  Texas  regiment,  and  Wells’ 
battalion  Texas  cavalry  was  poorly  drilled,  armed,  and  disciplined. 
The  desertions  from  He  Morse’s  regiment  have  been  very  numerous. 
The  Texas  regiments  are  well  mounted  and  better  armed  than  the  In- 
dians. Many  of  the  latter  have  flint-lock  rifles,  and  nearly  all  of  them 
have  the  common  sporting  rifle.  The  majority  of  the  Indians  are  poorly 
mounted  on  Indian  ponies.  They  are  almost  entirely  ignorant  of  drill, 
and  I believe  that,  acting  with  white  troops,  subject  to  the  same  rules, 
and  comi^elled  to  fight  by  the  same  tactics,  they  are  of  but  little  use, 
while  as  auxiliaries  they  might  be  effective  against  the  enemy  by  allow- 
ing them  to  fight  according  to  their  own  ideas  of  war.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  obtain  a correct  report  of  their  strength,  owing  to  their 
irregular  habits  and  ignorance  of  forms.  Scarcely  any  discipline  is 
maintained  among  them. 

The  Government  is  feeding  so-called  “ indigent  Indians”  in  immense 
numbers.  In  this,  great  fraud  has  been  practiced ; for  instance,  I am 
told  by  the  commissary  of  General  Steele  (CaiJtain  [A.  H.]  Cline)  that 
Col.  Tandy  Walker,  commanding  First  Choctaw  Regiment,  who,  of 
course,  draws  his  pay  as  any  other  colonel,  drew  rations  for  his  family 
and  some  10  or  15  negroes  belonging  to  him  as  indigent  Indians.” 
Drawing  $210  a month  as  a colonel  and  owning  10  negroes,  he  and  his 
family  cannot  be  indigent,”  nor  are  his  negroes  “ Indians.”  Maj.  L. 
D.  [S.  J.]  Lee,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  is  attentive  to  duty 
and  understands  his  business  perfectly.  His  returns  are  all  up  to  date. 
Maj.  A.  S.  Cabell,  chief  quartermaster,  seems  to  be  attentive  to  duty 
and  to  understand  his  business;  but,  by  inspection,  I find  that  he  has  a 
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deficiency  of  $997.  His  expenditures,  and  those  of  his  subordinate  quar- 
termasters, made  by  his  direction,  are,  I think,  extravagant.  There  has 
been  no  schedule  of  prices  established,  it  is  true,  for  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory, as  has  been  done  in  Arkansas  and  Texas,  but  the  schedule  of  these 
two  States  fixes  the  price  on  different  articles  of  produce  at,  in  many 
instances,  less  than  half  that  paid  by  quartermasters  in  the  Indian 
Territory.  General  Steele  and  Major  Cabell  are  of  the  opinion  that 
impressment  is  not  allowable  in  the  Territory.  I am  unable  to  find  any- 
thing in  War  Department  orders,  the  treaty,  or  the  intercourse  law  which 
makes  an  exception  in  favor  of  these  people.  On  the  contrary,  the  inter- 
course law  prescribes  that  the  “ Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  shall 
have  power  to  legislate  on  the  affairs  of  the  Indian  Territory,”  and  in 
the  impressment  act  no  exception  nor  exemption  is  made.  I beg  leave 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  to  these  facts, 
and  to  respectfully  recommend  that  some  order  be  issued  which  shall 
determine  the  matter  of  the  relationship  in  this  respect  existing  between 
the  Confederate  States  and  the  Indian  Territory. 

The  troops  of  General  Cooper’s  brigade  are  poorly  clad,  and  unless 
some  provision  is  made  for  them  in  this  particular  there  will  be  much 
suffering  among  them  this  winter.  They  give  as  an  excuse  for  their 
ignorance  of  drill  that  they  have  few  or  no  officers  among  them  capable 
of  instructing  them.  I respectfully  recommend  that  selections  be  made 
from  among  the  officers  on  this  side  the  Mississippi  who  belong  to  com- 
mands in  the  East,  and  that  they  be  ordered  to  report  to  General  Cooper 
as  drill-masters. 

The  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  is  directed  to  make  requisition  on 
Major  Lanigan  for  beef.  These  requisitions  are  fiUed  from  beeves  pur- 
chased in  and  driven  from  Texas.  This  is  a drain  on  the  country  which 
may  become  our  only  field  of  supplies.  The  beeves  when  driven  several 
hundred  miles  are  not  so  good  as  those  on  the  native  range  in  the  In- 
dian Territory,  and  which  can  be  purchased  at,  at  least,  as  low  rate  as 
in  Texas.  I consider  it  advisable  to  consume  supplies  in  the  country 
^occupied  as  our  frontier,  and  which  we  may  be  forced  to  abandon,  re- 
serving those  in  our  rear  for  future  use.  There  are  many  beeves  in  the 
country  intervening  between  our  lines  and  the  enemy.  General  Cooper 
assures  me  that,  if  permitted  to  buy  or  take  theuf,  he  could  readily 
procure  them  by  sending  out  small  foraging  parties  for  that  purpose. 
The  cattle  in  the  country  belong  to  the  soldiers.  Whenever  a retro- 
grade movement  commences,  these  men  go  home  to  endeavor  to  gather 
together  their  stock  and  drive  it  to  the  rear.  Thus  the  command  is 
greatly  diminished  in  numbers.  If  the  Government  purchased  these 
cattle,  the  men  would  have  no  excuse  nor  desire  to  go  home,  and  would 
remain  with  their  regiments. 

I forward  herewith  a condensed  report  in  tabular  form.* 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  C.  SCHAUMBUEG, 

Major  and  Assistant  Inspector- General,  Trans -Mississippi  Dept, 


Hdqrs.  Trans-Miss.  Dept.,  Shreveport,  La.,  October  28, 18G3. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General  : I send  Lieut.  Col.  E.  A.  Duncan  to  you  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  arms  for  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and  ask  that  you 
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will  supply  him  with  such  a quantity  as  you  can  spare  from  any  part  of 
your  command.  The  number  he  will  be  able  to  transport  is  about  three 
thousand. 

I further  beg  that  you  will  afford  him  every  facility  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  such  arms  as  he  may  obtain  to  the  Mississippi  River,  and, 
should  circumstances  demand,  give  him  an  escort  sufficient  to  insure 
their  safety.  It  is  eminently  important  that  these  arms  should  be  pro- 
cured as  near  the  Mississippi  River  as  possible,  in  order  that  the  least 
delay  may  be  had  in  getting  them  here. 

I would  be  glad  if  you  would  give  Colonel  Duncan  the  benefit  of  your 
views  as  to  the  best  method  of  crossing  the  river,  and  at  what  point ; 
and  if  I can  be  informed  beforehand  where  you  will  send  a force  to  pro- 
tect the  crossing  on  the  Mississippi  River,  I will  endeavor  to  have  a 
cavalry  force  to  meet  them  on  this  side.  • 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General^  Commanding. 


Abstract  from  monthly  return  of  MarmaduTcds  division  Volunteer  Cavalry,  commanded 
by  Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduhe,  October  31,  1863. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

! 

Horses  serviceable,  j 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Aggregate  present,  j 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Field. 

Mountain. 

Marmaduke’s  brigade 

139 

1, 209 

1, 751 

4 

4 

1, 751 

2, 725 

Shelby’s  brigade 

35 

271 

1,  624 

,523 

1, 955 

Cabell’s  brigade  

91 

779 

963 

4 

1, 115 

3, 162 

'Dobbin’s  brigarlft 

33 

416 

563 

587 

1,  587 

Texas  brigade 

20 

297 

1,110 

6 

587 

1, 1.50 

Temporary  dismounted  cavalry  re‘’'iment 

12 

144 

217 

221 

361 

Wood’s  battalion  cavalry  and  artillery 

14 

205 

222 

276 

414 

Total 

3.50 

3,  381 

6,  450 

14 

4 

5,  060 

11,  .354 

[Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department,] 

Shreveport^  La.,  November  1, 1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes: 

You  must  oppose  the  enemy  with  all  the  means  at  your  disposal.  If 
his  superiority  is  too  great  for  you  to  risk  a general  engagement,  fall 
back,  contesting  every  defensible  point,  and  destroying  as  far  as  possi- 
ble all  supplies  that  might  be  made  available  by  him.  He  must  move 
slowly,  and  cannot  advance  far.  Is  it  not  iiracticable  for  your  cavalry 
to  operate  on  his  communication  and  trains  of  supplies  1 Keep  me  con- 
stantly informed  of  the  enemy’s  movements. 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  November  1, 1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  Commanding  District  of  Arkansas : 

General  : Your  telegram  announcing  the  occupation  of  Arkadelphia 
was  received  last  night.  I hardly  think  the  enemy  can  be  operating 
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at  this  late  season  with  the  intention  of  opening  the  campaign  • they 
may  be  acting  in  connection  with  General  Banks,  and,  by  their  move- 
ments in  Arkansas,  intend  to  prevent  re-enforcements  going  to  General 
Taylor.  They  will  not  attempt  an  advance  beyond  the  Little  Missouri 
if  they  find  you  in  force  on  their  front  and  any  opposition  is  made  to 
them.  The  first  heavy  rain  will  arrest  any  movement,  and  make  their 
position  critical.  The  question  of  supplies  is  more  serious  than  they 
anticipate.  Should  you  fall  back,  everything  in  the  shape  of  supplies 
and  transportation  should  be  destroyed  or  removed,  leaving  only  what 
is  absolutely  necessary  in  the  hands  of  the  people.  Our  own  depots,  if 
not  withdrawn,  should  be  entirely  destroyed.  I inclose  you  copy  of  the 
dispatch  sent  you  in  reply  to  yours.  Keep  me  informed  of  all  the 
enemy’s  movements,  and,  if  necessary,  I will  join  you.  The  enemy’s 
operations  in  Louisiana  make  my  stay  at  this  point  as  long  as  possible 
desirable.  General  Taylor  has  successfully  contested  the  enemy’s  ad- 
vance; he  has  been  daily  skirmishing,  averaging  20  prisoners.  They 
have  halted  at  Barres’  Landing,  the  junction  of  the  Teche  and  Corta- 
bleau,  a position  which  still  leaves  their  line  of  operations  undetermined. 

I am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Price’s  Division,  Cam]^  Bragg ^ November  1, 1863. 
Major  [L.  A.]  Campbell,  Commanding  Cavalry ; 

You  will  report  without  delay  with  your  command  to  Brigadier- Gen- 
eral Marmaduke,  at  or  near  Munn’s  Mill. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Price : 

[L.  A.]  MAOLEAK, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  Hardeman^  November  1, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper,  Commanding  Second  Brigade : 

General  : I shall  to-morrow  withdraw  the  Texas  brigade  to  the  rear 
for  clothing  and  other  supplies.  You  will  dispose  of  your  brigade  in 
such  a manner  as  to  enable  you  to  continue  the  system  of  annoyance 
now  carried  on  by  the  Choctaws,  harassing  the  enemy  without  risking 
an  engagement  of  your  whole  force.  You  will  keep  me  advised  of  any 
movements  the  enemy  may  make,  in  time,  if  possible  (should  he  .move 
south),  to  place  Gano’s  brigade  in  his  front.  My  opinion  is  that  if  any 
movement  is  made  in  thb  direction  of  Eed  Eiver  this  winter,  it  will  be 
by  the  Line  road  ; it  will  be  necessary  to  watch  for  a movement  on  that 
road.  It  is  hoped  that,  by  withdrawing  a portion  of  the  troops,  a supply 
may  be  accumulated  at  different  points  for  your  future  operations. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.j  November  2,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Steele  : 

General  : Lieutenant-General  Smith  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  16th  of  October,  1863,  inclosing 
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letter  of  Colonel  Martin,  and  in  reply  to  say  be  deems  it  best  to  organ- 
ize tbe  Indians  of  your  command  into  two  brigades,  under  Cooper  and 
Stand  Watie,  respectively.  The  whites  should  form  a separate  and 
distinct  brigade,  and  ought  not  to  be  associated  with  or  put  under  the 
command  of  Indians.  He  further  directs  me  to  say  that,  after  this  ar- 
rangement is  effected,  he  will  send  a brigade  commander  for  the  whites, 
to  report  to  you. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

Camp  Bragg,  November  2,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Faoan  : 

General  : I am  directed  by  General  Price  to  give  you  the  purport  of 
dispatches  received  this  morning  from  the  outposts. 

Captain  [William]  Woodson  reports  the  enemy  at  Arkadelphia,  4,000 
strong,  with  three  four-gun  batteries ; that  they  are  making  a demon- 
stration on  W^ashington,  with  a view  to  draw  off  our  forces  from  Cam- 
den, that  they  may  occui)y  the  latter  place  with  their  infantry. 

General  Marmaduke,  who  was  at  Munn’s  Mill,  for  want  of  forage 
moves  on  toward  Little  Missouri,  and  will  stretch  his  command  farther 
west. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[L.  A.]  MACLEAN, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  on  Sugar  Loaf  Creelc,  November  2, 1863. 

Capt.  W.  H.  Wooten, 

Acting  Quartermaster,  Boggy  Depot': 

Captain  : The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  make  immediate 
arrangements  to  place  upon  the  road  from  Boggy  to  Riddle’s  a supply 
of  forage  for  General  Gano’s  brigade,  now  en  route  in  that  direction. 
The  command  will  number  about  2,000  animals.  Have  the  forage  placed 
at  convenient  distances  for  day’s  marches.  Also  have  a supply  at  your 
depot  for  at  least  three  days. 

. Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  CLINE, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Trans -Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  November  4,  1863. 

His  Excellency  H.  Elanagin, 

Governor  of  Arkansas : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  30th  ultimo,  asking  arms,  ammunition,  and  tents  for  your 
State  troops.  I much  regret  to  say  that  I am  unable  fo  furnish  you  any 
arms  at  present,  the  capture  of  two  vessels  with  their  cargoes  of  arms 
and  ammunition  by  the  French  having  thwarted  all  my  plans  for  sup- 
plying the  troops.  General  Magruder  reports  7,000  men  in  Confederate 
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service  in  Texas  unarmed.  By  the  utmost  exertion  I have  not  been  able 
to  arm  them.  I can  give  you  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  and  have  directed 
issues  on  Major  Salehs  requisition.  The  tents  I am  unable  to  supply  just 
now,  but  I hope  soon  to  be  able  to  let  you  have  some,  at  least,  as  some 
are  making  by  the  clothing  bureau. 

Eegretting,  sir,  very  much  that  1 cannot  give  a more  satisfactory 
answer  to  your  communication,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

Camp  Bragg,  November  4,  1863. 

Maj.  J.  P.  Johnson, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

I am  directed  by  Major-General  Price  to  state  to  you  that  several  of 
the  regiments  of  Missouri  infantry  now  in  the  Confederate  States  serv- 
ice are  kuown  by  the  same  number,  thus  creating  great  confusion  in 
designating  them.  The  mistake  arose  from  the  fact  that  some  were 
numbered  here  in  accordance  with  the  dates  of  their  organizations, 
while  others  were  numbered  in  Eichmond,  in  the  order  their  muster- 
rolls  were  received  there.  Nothing  short  of  a special  order  from  the 
War  Department  can  correct  the  evil  satisfactorily  to  all  parties.  I give 
you  a table  showing  the  dates  of  said  organization,  which  will  enable 
the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  to  have  both  data  to  govern  him. 
He  can  choose  either  to  guide  him,  but  action  is  respectfully  requested. 
The  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  has  already  been  addressed  on  the 
subject  by  General  Price,  but  without  eliciting  any  reply. 

List. — Jackman’s  regiment  (Caldwell),  now  Lewis’,  was  organized 
August  31, 1862  ; Hunter’s,  now  Burns’,  September  15,  1862  ; White’ 
October  22,  1862;  Steen’s,  now  Pickett’s,  November  10,  1862;  Clark’s, 
November  16,  1862,  and  Mitchell’s,  January  23,  1863. 

The  battalions  it  is  always  best  to  designate  by  their  commanders, 
as,  if  numbered,  they  will  conflict  either  with  a number  of  some  regiment 
or  their  own  number  when  augmented  to  a regiment. 

It  is  well  to  remark  that  there  are  now  six  regiments  of  Missouri  in- 
fantry east  of  the  Mississippi,  numbered,  respectively,  First,  Second, 
Third,  Fourth,  Fifth,  and  Sixth,  all  having  entered  the  Confederate 
service  prior  to  the  above,  well  identified  with  their  numbers.  These, 
and  the  list  above  given,  are  all  the  regiments  of  infantry  now  in  the 
service  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  unless  there  may  have  been  some 
organization  in  Eichmond,  of  returned  prisoners,  not  known  here. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[L.  A.]  MACLEAN, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Trans- Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  November  5,  1863. 

Col.  B.  F.  Danbey, 

Commanding  Conscripts,  District  of  Arlcansas  : 

Colonel  : I am  in  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  2d  instant,  and  in  reply 
thereto  have  to  inform  you  tliat  Lieptepapt-General  Hojiues  has  been 
07  B B-— YOL  XXII,  BT  II 
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directed  to  place  at  your  disposal  two  picked  regiments  of  cavalry,  to 
assist  in  collecting  conscripts,  arresting  deserters,  &c.  Lieutenant- 
General  Smith  directs  me  to  say  this  force  must  be  used  to  advantage — 
no  half-way  measures  resorted  to,  but  action  i)rompt  and  decided.  By 
sending  a single  company  into  one  of  the  parishes  of  Louisiana,  400 
conscripts  were  obtained,  only,  however,  after  shooting  four  of  their 
number.  This  is  the  argument  which  must  be  used  in  jmur  district  if 
milder  measures  will  not  secure  the  desired  end. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  Al^DEESOi^, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.,  November  5,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Steele, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory : 

General  : The  lieutenant-general  commanding  directs  me  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  October  24,  and  to  say 
you  will  be  guided  by  your  own  judgment  as  to  the  propriety  of  making 
an  attack  upon  Fort  Smith.  General  Cooper  would  certainly  have  done 
wrong  in  attacking  the  place  in  the  absence  and  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory. 
Moreover,  he  should  not  have  undertaken  any  expedition  of  the  kind 
without  previously  notifying  the  department  commander,  so  that  co- 
operation by  the  troops  of  General  Holmes  might  have  been  directed. 
The  lieutenant-general  commanding  thinks,  from  your  representation 
of  the  enemy’s  force  and  condition,  that  an  attack  without  co-operation 
with  General  Holmes  would  be  extremely  ill-advised.  He  desires  that 
you  will  not  allow  your  own  feelings  or  the  wishes  of  your  troops  to 
influence  your  decision. 

* I am,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  CUNNINGHAM, 

V Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Near  Camp  BRAua,  Arkansas, 

November  6,  1863. 

President  Davis,  Richmond : 

If  truth  needed  an  apology,  I would  apologize.  Your  earnest  desire 
to  preserve  unimpaired  the  boundaries  of  the  Confederate  States  is  well 
know  n,  and  that  you  seek  that,  by  striving  to  preserve  in  the  council 
and  in  the  field  a morality  which  shall  deserve  success  is  equally  w^ell 
known.  This  fact  alone  emboldens  me  to  call  your  attention  to  some 
most  unpleasant  truths. 

When  Jo.  Shelby,  or  any  of  the  old  jayhawking  captains,  makes  a 
raid  into  Missouri,  he  and  all  his  followers  adopt  the  pirates’  law  of  prop- 
erty. Mankind  are  considered  but  objects  of  prey,  and,  astonishing  and 
painful  as  the  knowledge  must  be,  they  rob  indiscriminately  friend  and 
ibe.  If  such  work  is  not  soon  arrested,  it  may  be  continued  indefinitely, 
for  not  a friend  will  be  left  in  all  that  country  to  be  ruined.  Shelby 
boasts  that  on  the  last  raid  he  completely  “ gutted  Boonville ; ” also  that 
many  Southern  families,  hearing  of  his  approach,  had  removed  their 
goods  out  of  doors,  expecting  him  to  burn  their  houses.  In  fact,  sir, 
the  Shelby-Marmaduke  raids  in  that  country  have  transferred  to  the 
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Confederate  uniform  all  the  dread  and  terror  which  used  to  attach  to  the 
Lincoln  blue.  The  last  horse  is  taken  from  the  widow  and  orphan,  whose 
husband  and  father  has  fallen  in  the  country’s  service.  ISTo  respect 
is  shown  to  age,  sex,  or  condition.  Women  are  insulted  and  abused. 
On  the  other  hand.  General  Steele,  the  Federal  commander,  is  winning 
golden  opinions  by  his  forbearance,  justice,  and  urbanity.  I state  this 
without  amplifying.  Any  one  can  judge  what  will  follow.  If  I dare  ven- 
ture a suggestion,  it  would  be  that  the  men  who  have  thus  deported 
themselves  should  be  removed  from  the  district,  for  their  very  names 
have  become  omens  of  evil.  If  you  wish  to  get  at  the  truth  of  these 
things,  send  a commission  in  a legal  way.  Every  word  will  be  attested 
by  a cloud  of  witnesses.  Yet  these  men  have  friends  in  high,  very  high, 
places ; that  constitutes  the  difficulty.  That  is  the  only  reason  why  I 
trouble  you  with  it.  The  evil  must  be  remedied  j you  alone  have  the 
wisdom  and  power  to  do  it.  I have  written  of  these  things  at  greater 
length  to  General  Harris  and  Col.  Waldo  P.  Johnson,  the  latter  of  whom, 
I think,  must  have  considerable  knowledge  on  the  subject,  acquired  in 
the  neighborhood  where  the  raiders  under  Marmaduke  did  much  of  their 
mischief.  Th  ere  are  too  many  men  implicated  in  these  wrongs,  too  much 
whisky  drank  in  high  places,  too  much  disorganization  in  this  army 
corps  for  these  things  to  be  redressed  here  by  the  powers  that  be.  I 
feel  as  if  I knew  that  in  all  of  these  things  General  Smith  is  above 
reproach ; yet,  as  these  culprits,  from  their  positions,  are  the  only  con- 
duits which  the  law  has  provided  through  which  he  is  to  receive  his  in- 
formation of  the  status  and  condition  of  things  in  the  army,  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  him  to  correct  these  things. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  war  I thought  and  hoped  everything  could 
be  carried  on  with  that  decency  and  regularity  that  characterized  the 
old  army  in  the  field.  I soon  learned  that  where  untrained  officers  had 
to  discipline  untried  men,  all  of  whom  were  their  equals,  many  their 
superiors,  no  such  thing  was  possible.  I became  reconciled  to  it,  and 
am  so  still  5 but,  soon  after,  I resigned  rather  than  command  a regiment 
in  a mob,  and  Price’s  Missouri  State  Guard  became  nothing  more. 
Things  must  change,  or  this  army  will  soon  be  nothing  less.  In  the 
late  Shelby  raid,  ivliich  extended  to  the  Missouri  River ^ not  one  recruit  was 
added  to  the  list  from  the  State  of  Missouri^  which  can  be  attributed  to 
nothing  but  the  bad  conduct  of  this  army,  under  its  present  com- 
mander. 

Having  traveled  extensively  through  Illinois  recently,  I found  every- 
thing working  there  just  as  we  would  desire.  Your  army  and  Gov- 
ernment have  a spotless  name,  and  the  respect  of  all,  and  the  sympa- 
thy of  many  there.  Then  to  return  here,  and  find  our  own  dear  and 
faithful  women  in  dread  of  our  army  is  too  bad.  My  high  regard 
for  your  character  makes  me  think  that  whatever  is  right  has  your 
sanction ; whatever  is  wrong  has  your  condemnation.  Then  I conclude 
that,  with  an  army  of  which  you  are  the  chief,  private  property  must 
be  respected,  and,  when  taken,  which  can  only  be  for  army  use,  it  must 
be  paid  for,  or  some  receipt  given  binding  the  Government.  Also  that 
the  very  namd  of  woman  must  be  sacred.  I will  not  insult  my  glorious 
chief  by  intimating  that  it  could  be  possible  for  him  not  to  hold  to  these 
propositions,  especially  the  latter.  However,  should  you  discover  in 
anything  that  I am  not  orthodox,  your  permission  to  retire  from  the 
army  will  set  all  to  rights  with  me. 

Permit  me  to  reiterate : I do  not  wish  to  trust  either  myself,  my  men, 
or  my  cause  to  any  drunken  officer.  I do  not  wish  to  belong  to  a mob, 
or  an  army  which,  by  its  conduct,  cannot  be  distinguished  from  one.  I 
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will  neither  aid  nor  abet  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  nor  any  army,  that 
allows  women  either  to  be  insulted  or  robbed. 

May  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  guide  and  guard  you  is  the  daily 
lirayer  of  your  humble,  obedient  servant, 

0.  FEANKLINT, 

Colonel,  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

[Indorsement.] 

January  19, 1864. 

Adjutant -General  : 

For  attention.  For  the  particular  case,  it  would  be  well  to  send  a copy 
of  the  within  to  General  E.  Kirby  Smith,  that  he  may  have  due  inquiry 
made,  with  a view  to  the  suppression  of  such  shameful  outrages  as  are 
described. 

JEFFERSOK  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

November  6,  1863.  ' 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjt  and  Insp.  Gen.,  Bichmond,  Va. : 

Sir  : I have  just  completed  the  inspection  of  the  infantry  command 
of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  which  1 have  made  as  thorough  as  I can. 
I regret  that  I am  not  able  to  forward  you  a report  in  detail.  The  risk 
of  dispatches  being  captured  in  transitu  is  so  great  that  I have  concluded 
it  is  best  to  defer  forwarding  my  report  until  I hear  from  you,  believing 
myself  it  will  be  safer  and  more  satisfactory  to  you  to  bring  my  report 
in  person  than  to  incur  the  risk.  In  consultation  with  Lieutenant- 
Generals  Smith  and  Holmes  on  the  subject,  they  fully  concur  with  me 
that  it  would  be  unsafe  to  trust  my  consolidated  reports  to  the  hands 
of  any  one  to  cross  the  river.  I can,  when  I have  completed  my  inspec- 
tion of  the  department,  cross  the  Mississippi  River  before  I write  my 
report.  I therefore  shall  await  your  orders  on  the  subject. 

The  morale  of  the  army  has  greatly  improved  in  the  last  month,  and 
the  ranks  are  again  filling  up  slowly.  The  retreat  from  the  vaUey  of 
the  Arkansas  was  very  demoralizing  to  the  army,  and  a great  many 
desertions  occurred  j this  has  all  stopped  now.  The  soldiers  are  well 
fed,  and  the  clothing  generally  good.  The  commander,  together  with 
the  officers  under  him,  are  doing  everything  that  can  be  done  to  supply 
the  wants  of  the  men,  and  I am  hapt>y  to  say  they  are  zealous  and  sober 
and  efiicient,  and  ready  at  all  times  iiromptly  to  correct  errors  or  abuses 
as  the  same  are  detected  and  brought  to  their  notice.  The  disbursing 
officers,  as  far  as  my  labors  have  been  extended,  are  capable,  honest, 
economical,  and  sober. 

The  great  wants  of  the  district  are  men,  arms,  and  money.  With 
3,000  or  4,000  re-enforcements,  the  commander  would  be  able  to  reoccupy 
the  valley  of  the  Arkansas,  which  is  of  the  first  importance  to  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department.  The  want  of  arms  greatly  embarrasses  the 
operations.  Ten  thousand  stand  are  needed  immediately  for  the  use  of 
the  infantry  and  cavalry  (one- third  suited  for  cavalry).  The  importance 
of  this  subject  I cannot  too  strongly  impress  upon  you,  and  in  this  con- 
nection I would  state  that  at  least  thirty  thousand  stand  are  needed  for 
the  department,  one-third  of  which  should  be  suited  for  cavalry.  If  it 
was  known  that  arms  were  here  in  proper  quantities,  it  would  give  great 
impetus  to  military  matters.  The  artillery  arm  of  the  service  in  the 
district  is  being  improved  greatly  by  the  addition  of  horses ; still,  it  is 
not  so  efficient  as  I hope  soon  it  will  be,  The  guns  are  in  excellent 
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•condition,  and  I hope  in  mj  consolidated  report  to  be  able  to  report  this 
arm  of  the  service  as  efficient  in  every  particular.  Small-arm  ammuni- 
tion is  needed,  especially  percussion  caps.  Other  kinds  of  ammunition 
are  being  made  in  the  department,  but  I don’t  believe  in  sufficient  quan- 
tities to  supply  the  wants. 

The  troops  have  not  been  paid  since  the  30th  of  April  last,  nor  are 
there  funds  here  to  pay  them.  The  Treasury  Department  has  sent  over 
to  this  department  drafts  on  the  Treasury  at  Eichmond  for  sums  so 
large  that  they  are  of  no  use,  the  smallest  amount  being  for  over 
$700,000.  Other  drafts  have  been  sent  on  the  treasurer  at  Shreveport 
for  large  amounts  (some  $15,000,000),  but,  as  the  treasurer  has  no  funds, 
it  is  impossible  to  make  any  of  the  drafts  available. 

I would  respectfully  recommend  that  Lieutenant-General  Smith  be 
given  power  to  borrow  money  here,  to  be  paid  in  interest-bearing  bonds 
of  the  Confederate  States.  I believe  a considerable  amount*  can  be 
obtained  in  this  way. 

It  would  also  seem  to  me  it  would  be  well  to  have  reissued  the  notes 
that  have  been  funded  at  the  depositories  in  the  department.  Money 
sent  from  Eichmond  to  the  department  should  be,  I think,  unsigned, 
and  with  such  other  marks  as  would  make  it  worthless,  if  captured. 

I shall  proceed  with  my  inspection  as  fast  as  a thorough  investiga- 
tion will  permit. 

Trusting  that  you  may  be  able  to  obtain  some  information  from  this 
report,  and  that  I shall  be  able  to  advance  somewhat  our  cause  in  this 
department,  I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  JOHNSOil, 

Asst.  Adjt.  and  Inspector  General^  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

[Indoraement.] 

Eoyember  30, 1863. 

Eespectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  hope  that  some 
measures  may  be  adopted  to  procure  drafts  in  reasonable  amounts  for 
the  payments  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Hdqrs.  Trans-Miss.  Dept.,  Shreveport^  La.,  November  7,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War: 

I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  October 
3.  I know  that  the  appointing  power  cannot  be  delegated  by  the  Presi- 
dent, but,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  our  situation  in  this  de- 
partment, I believe  the  public  interests  require  that  appointments  pro- 
vided for  by  law  should  be  acted  on  here,  subject  always  to  the  approval 
of  the  appointing  power  at  the  seat  of  Government.  Under  this  head, 
besides  promotions,  elections,  and  examinations,  are  included  brigade 
and  regimental  staffi  officers.  These  officers  are  provided  for  by  lawj 
are  appointed  on  the  recommendation  of  the  regimental  and  brigade 
commanders,  and,  if  disbursing  officers,  their  being  appointed  and 
bonded  is  materially  necessary  to  the  efficiency  of  their  commands. 
Believing  that  I was  acting  within  the  spirit  of  my  instructions,  I have 
since  the  organization  of  the  quartermaster’s  and  commissary  bureaus 
been  appointing  and  receiving  the  bonds  of  regimental  and  brigade  dis- 
bursing officers.  Inclosed  is  a copy  of  the  form  used,*  which,  after  being 
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confirmed,  is  forwarded  by  tlie  first  safe  opportunity  to  Eicbmond  for 
approval. 

One  of  the  causes  of  disorganization  in  the  troops  serving  west  of 
the  Mississippi  is  the  absence  of  bonded  officers  on  the  regimental  and 
brigade  staffs.  Commands  going  back  to  the  first  year  of  the  war  are 
without  disbursing  officers,  or,  if  they  have  them,  they  are  acting  under 
illegal  and  invalid  appointments.  Scores  of  officers  in  the  several  districts 
in  both  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  departments  have  been  acting 
and  drawing  pay  without  the  least  legal  claim  to  their  positions.  Under 
the  working  of  the  bureaus,  the  status  of  those  officers  was  being  grad- 
ually but  surely  determined.  When  holding  positions  provided  for  by 
law,  when  their  services  are  absolutely  necessary,  and  when  recommended 
by  the  proper  persons,  their  appointments  have  been  made  and  their 
bonds  received  and  forwarded;  otherwise  they  have  been  dropped,  or,  if 
trusty  or  efficient  and  their  services  needed,  have  been  made  bonded 
agents  of  the  Government. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I would  respectfully  state  that  unless 
our  successes  east  of  the  river  cause  the  enemy  to  draw  largely  for  re- 
enforcements upon  their  commands  operating  in  this  department,  the 
Government  must  expect  and  provide  for  an  entire  interruption  of  com- 
munication this  winter.  Controlling  the  Mississippi  with  their  naval 
superiority,  they  will  occupy  and  hold  the  line  of  Atchafalaya  and 
AVashita,  and  effectually  close  communication  until  the  fall  of  the  rivers 
next  summer. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Boggy  Depot,  November  7,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  [R.  M.]  Gano,  Commanding  Texas  Brigade : 

General  : I learn  that  the  clothing  for  your  command  is  here ; con- 
sequently, you  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Doaksville,  and  establish 
your  cami)  in  that  vicinity.  The  mere  indications  are  that  we  will  not 
be  idle  this  winter.  I am  informed  from  Shreveport  that  the  enemy 
are  at  Arkadelphia,  and  will  probably  continue  to  advance.  The  force 
at  Fort  Smith  will,  no  doubt,  act  in  conjunction  with  the  others ; my 
opinion  is,  by  the  Line  road  to  the  mouth  of  Mill  Greek  (above  Lanes- 
l)ort).  In  view  of  such  a movement,  I wish  you  at  the  earliest  moment 
to  make  yourself  acquainted  with  the  roads  leading  in  the  direction  of 
Fort  Smith,  both  in  the  Indian  country  and  the  adjoining  portion  of 
Arkansas.  An  engineer  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  me,  but  has  not 
yet  done  so.  When  he  arrives  he  will  be  charged  with  this  reconnais- 
sance. In  the  mean  time,  parties  under  intelligent  officers  must  be  sent 
out  to  learn  as  much  as  possible  of  the  roads,  and  they  must  keep  notes 
of  such  roads,  for  defenses.  The  quartermaster  and  commissary  at 
Doaksville  have  been  expressed  in  relation  to  supplies,  of  which,  I 
think,  there  will  be  no  want,  the  whole  tax  in  kind  of  Red  River  County 
having  been  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster  at  Doaksville.  The, men 
of  your  brigade  must  be  made  acquainted  with  the  state  of  affairs,  and 
that  no  time  can  be  spared  from  preparations  for  a vigorous  resistance 
to  the  invasion  of  Texas. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.^  November  8,  18G3. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  II.  Holmes, 

Commanding  District  of  Arlcansas  : 

General  : In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  relating  to  the 
burning  and  traffic  of  cotton,  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  de- 
sires me  to  say  that  the  War  Department  has  repeatedly  urged  and 
directed  that  an  active  force  be  kept  upon  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  for 
the  imrpose  of  interrupting  transportation,  and  directs  that  you  will 
select  an  efficient  brigade  of  cavalry,  with  a battery  of  artillery,  under 
the  command  of  an  officer  of  ability,  energy,  and  discretion,  for  opera- 
tions on  the  Mississippi  River,  under  your  individual  orders,  and  to  re- 
port direct  to  you,  as  an  independent  command,  whose  special  duty 
shall  be  to  break  up  the  traffic  spoken  of,  and  harass  the  enemy^s  trans- 
ports as  much  as  possible. 

The  brigade  under  Colonel  [Isaac  F.]  Harrison  has  been  ordered  to 
operate  in  Northern  Louisiana. 

He  also  directs  me  to  inclose  a copy  of  General  Taylor’s  letter  of  the 
2d  instant,*  calling  your  attention  to  the  supposed  movements  of  the 
Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 

I remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  BOGGS, 

Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Department  oe  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  on  Beech  Creeh,  November  8, 18G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper, 

Commanding  Brigade : 

General:  I received  last  night  your  letter  sent  by  Captain  [T.  B.] 
Heiston,  informing  me  of  the  condition  of  your  brigade,  and  of  the  opinion 
prevalent  with  the  troops  that  the  Texas  brigade  is  being  withdrawn 
for  coast  defense.  My  letter  of  November  1,  informing  you  that  I should 
withdraw  that  brigade,  meant  what  it  read,  and  nothing  more.  The  men 
were  in  a very  destitute  condition  as  to  clothing,  and  (owing  to  your 
change  of  the  line  of  operations  from  the  North  Fork  road  to  the  Fort 
Smith  road)  temporarily  out  of  flour.  Under  these  circumstances,  to  pre- 
vent demoralization  and  desertion,  these  troops  were  drawn  back;  and, 
with  a view  to  what  I believe  will  be  the  enemy’s  line  of  operations,  they 
have  been  ordered  to  Doaksville,  from  which  place  General  Gano  has 
been  ordered  to  push  forward  parties  on  the  Towson  and  Fort  Smith 
road,  and  to  examine  the  country  contiguous  on  the  east.  I informed 
you  that  General  Magruder  had  sent  an  order  for  Bankhead’s  brigade. 
I also  informed  you  that  I did  not  recognize  General  Magruder’s  right 
to  give  any  order  to  troops  in  the  Indian  country.  With  this  knowledge, 
it  appears  to  me  that  you  could  have  contradicted  the  report  that  the 
troops  were  being  withdrawn  for  coast  defense.  Our  cause  is  indeed  in 
a bad  condition  when  it  becomes  necessary  for  a commander  to  explain 
every  move  that  he  contemplates  to  every  man  in  the  command,  and 
when  officers  appear  to  pander  more  to  the  whims  and  caprices  of  the 
men  ratlier  than  look  to  the  best  interests  of  the  service.  I suppose 
some  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  Indians,  who  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  meeting  subterfuge  and  trickery  in  their  official  intercourse 


Not  found. 
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with  the  white  men.  I believe  your  brigade  better  adapted  to  carrying 
on  a desultory  kind  of  warfare  than  to  acting  in  masses,  and,  being  in  a 
country  with  which  they  are  familiar,  they  can  keep  watch  of  theenemy^s 
movements,  while  Gano’s  brigade  is  prepared  to  meet  him  upon  what- 
ever line  of  advance  he  may  choose.  You  can  assure  Major  [M.J  Le  Flore 
and  all  others  interested  that  I shall  not  of  my  own  option  remove  our 
soldiers  from  the  Indian  Territory,  and  that  1 have  received  no  such 
orders  from  competent  authority. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  November  9, 1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  District  of  ArTcansas  : 

General:  In  reply  to  your  letter  from  Judge  Watkins,  dated  No- 
vember 7,  1863,  I am  directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Smith  to  say  that 
he  knows  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  destroy  all  cotton  likely 
to  fall  into  the  enemy’s  hand,  but  great  dissatisfaction  has  been  created 
by  wanton  and  unnecessary  burning  of  cotton  which  might  have  been 
otherwise  saved  and  removed  to  a place  of  safety.  This  feeling  of  dis- 
satisfaction in  good  and  loyal  citizens  has  been  so  repeatedly  brought 
before  them  that  he  much  doubts  the  policy  of  burning  cotton  unless 
there  is  a certainty  of  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  He  hereby 
revokes  Paragraph  IX,  Sj^ecial  Orders,  No.  176,  making  the  exceptions 
in  Drew  and  Ashley  Counties,  and  will  leave  the  matter  entirely  to  your 
discretion.  He  thinks  that  by  the  brigade  which  has  been  ordered  to 
operate  on  the  Mississippi  River  the  illicit  traffic  spoken  of  can  be  pre- 
vented, and  the  cotton  may  be  destroyed  when  it  becomes  an  absolute 
necessity.  He  will  leave  the  matter  to  your  judgment,  and  to  be  gov- 
erned by  your  orders. 

I remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff . 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  Sabine,  November  0,  1863. 

Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Assistayit  Adjutant- General,  Trans-Mississippi  Department : 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I have  withdrawn  Gano’s 
brigade  from  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Smith,  on  account  of  the  inclement 
weather,  the  want  of  clothing,  and  the  increasing  difficulty  of  supplying 
troops  so  far  in  advance  of  my  depots.  I had  previously  transferred 
De  Morse’s  regiment  and  Howell’s  battery  from  Cooper’s  to  Gano’s  bri- 
gade, leaving  only  a weak  battalion  of  whites  with  Cooper,  who  has 
been  directed  to  avoid  amengagement,  but  to  harass  the  enemy  by  cut- 
ting oft  his  small  parties.  General  Cooper  represents  the  Indians  as 
much  excited  by  what  they  think  is  the  withdrawal  of  the  white  troops 
to  the  coast  of  Texas.  The  Texas  troops,  sufteriug  for  want  of  proper 
clothing  for  the  season,  were  commencing  to  desert.  They  could  not 
have  been  kept  where  they  were.  The  Indian  troops,  habituated  to 
being  deceived,  think  their  country  is  to  be  abandoned.  Between  the 
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two  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  move  upon  military  principles.  The 
clothing  for  Gano’s  brigade  had  been  left  at  Bonham,  and  the  want  of 
transportation  had  detained  it  beyond  the  season  when  it  was  required. 
It  has  now  reached  that  command,  which  is  en  route  to  Doaksville,  where 
forage  and  other  supplies  are  more  abundant,  and  where  it  will  be  in  a 
better  position  to  oppose  a movement  down  the  Line  road  to  Eed  Kiver, 
which,  I think,  will  be  the  one  used  should  the  Federal  force  at  Fort 
Smith  advance  this  winter.  That  force  had  been  augmented,  before  I 
left  my  position  near  there,  by  the  arrival  of  the  notorious  General  Mc- 
Neil and  a force  represented  by  some  at  3,000.  This  does  not  indicate 
a sufficient  force  for  any  separate  operations.  It  can,  therefore,  be  in- 
tended only  as  a garrison  for  the  points  on  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  or  to 
act  as  a flanking  party  to  the  force  moving  from  Little  Eock,  the  routes 
converging  on  Eed  Eiver  5 this  latter  I think  the  object.  A move  of 
that  kind  would  give  them  control  of  a rich  portion  of  Eed  Eiver,  where 
they  can  get  abundant  supplies  and  interfere  much  with  the  subsistence 
of  the  entire  Trans-Mississippi  Department.  I regret  to  learn  that  all 
of  the  troops  from  the  Northern  Sub-District  of  Texas  had  been  ordered 
south,  as  my  force  is  not  sufficient  to  keep  the  force  now  at  Fort  Smith 
from  moving  to  Eed  Eiver.  On  the  31st  ultimo.  General  Cooper’s  in-* 
spector-general  reported  his  brigade  at  1,643  Indians  and  409  whites 
in  ranks  and  on  other  duty  5 Colonel  Hardeman,  then  commanding 
brigade  (General  Gano  arrived  next  day),  at  590  for  duty,  making  a 
white  force  of  999  and  1,643  Indians.  To  this  has  been  added  Howell’s 
battery  and  a company  which  came  with  General  Gano.  Some  Indians 
have  come  in  and  others  have  left ; some  of  the  men  not  armed,  and 
most  had  independent  arms.  Col.  Stand  Watie  has  been  operating 
about  Fort  Gibson,  with  what  force  it  is  impossible  to  say.  His  men 
are  scattered  over  the  country  in  every  direction.  I doubt  the  propriety 
of  organizing  a brigade  for  Colonel  Watie.  He  appears  to  exercise  no 
restraint  over  his  men  in  keeping  them  together,  and  his  requisitions 
upon  the  depots  seem  to  be  made  with  utter  disregard  of  the  numbers 
present  or  even  on  his  rolls. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Northern  Sub-District, 

Bonham,  Tex.,  November  9,  1863. 
Capt.  Edmund  P.  Turner,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : I have  just  received  a letter  from  General  Steele,  dated  at 
Sugar  Loaf  Creek,  within  25  or  30  miles  of  Fort  Smith,  in  which  he 
says : 

The  force  at  Fort  Smith  has  been  re-enforced  by  a force  from  Missouri,  coraraauded 
by  the  murderer  McNeil.  General  Gano  has  arrived  and  taken  command  of  General 
Bankhead’s  brigade.  His  command  is  in  a bad  condition.  * » * i have  trans- 

ferred De  Morse’s  regiment  to  Gano’s  brigade,  and  am  withdrawing  it  to  the  vicinity 
ot  Red  River,  where  it  can  be  supplied.  * * At  muster,  31st  ultimo.  Coopers 

force  for  service  was,  Indians,  1,643 ; whites,  409;  Gano’s  brigade,  590.  Some  Choctaw 
militia  are  coming  and  going  constantly,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  wliat  the  In- 
dian force  is  any  day. 

From  this  you  will  see  the  true  condition  of  affairs  in  the  Indian 
country,  which  is  even  worse  than  I had  thought  it;  and  as  you  know 
that  I have  but  four  companies  of  infantry  and  two  of  cavalry  of  State 
troops,  one  company  of  cavalry  and  Colonel  Martin’s  regiment  sent  to 
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hunt  deserters,  the  general  will  see  how  totally  unable  we  are  to  make 
any  defense. 

Most  respectfully,  &c., 

H.  E.  McGULLOOH, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Northern  Suh-Bistrict. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans  Mississippi  Department, 

No.  51.  1 Shreveport,  La.,  November  9,  18G3. 

Lieut.  Col.  L.  W.  O’Bannon,  chief  of  bureau  of  the  quartermaster’s 
department  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  will  relieve  Maj.  J. 
F.  Minter,  quartermaster,  in  the  duties  of  chief  quartermaster,  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department.  Major  Minter  will  report  at  these  headquarters 
for  special  duty. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  *S.  AN  DEE  SON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Price’s  Div.,  Camp  Bragg,  November  10,  1863. 
Major  [0.  L.]  Morgan,  Commanding  Cavalry : 

You  will  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  at  a moment’s 
warning,  and  have  two  days’  cooked  rations  prepared.  You  will  ad- 
vance all  your  i)ickets  beyond  the  Little  Missouri.  Also  send  pickets 
to  Tate’s  Bluff,  to  remain  there,  if  that  point  is  not  picketed  by  General 
Eagan’s  command.  You  will  keep  these  headquarters  posted  as  to  any 
information  from  the  front  of  a reliable  character. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Price : 

[L.  A.]  MACLEAN, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Troops  in  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Territory  about  November  10, 1863.* 

DIS’rRICT  OF  ARKANSAS. 
price’s  division. 


Drayton’s  Brigade. 
Dawson’s  (Arkansas)  regiment. 
Mitchell’s  (Missouri)  regiment. 
Musser’s  (Missouri)  battalion. 
Ruffner’s  battery.! 

Fagan’s  (Arlcansas)  Brigade. 
Bell’s  regiment. 

Brooks’  regiment. 

Hawthorn’s  regiment. 

King’s  regiment. 

Blocher’s  battery. 

Etter’s  battery. 

McRae’s  (Aricansas)  Brigade. 
Cause’s  regiment. 

Glenn’s  regiment. 

Morgan’s  regiment. 

Rogan’s  regiment. 

Crandall’s  battalion. 

Marshall’s  battery. 


Parsons’  {Missouri)  Brigade. 

Burns’  regiment. 

Lewis’  regiment. 

Pickett’s  regiment. 

White’s  regiment. 

Pindall’s  battalion. 

Tilden’s  battery. 

Tappan’s  (Arkansas)  Brigade. 

Grinsted’s  regiment. 

Shaler’s  regiment. 

Shaver’s  regiment. 

Unattached. 

Lawther’s  (Missouri)  regiment  (eight  com- 
panies). 


* According  to  Maj.  W.  C.  Schaumburg’s  report  of  November  17. 
t But  see  Special  Orders,  No.  222,  of  December  2,  p.  1086. 
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Dohhin’s  Brigade. 

Newton’s  (Arkansas)  regiment. 
Collins’  (Missouri)  company. 
Cummins’  (Missouri)  company. 
Denson’s  (Louisiana)  company. 
Deadrick’s  (Missouri)  company. 


CAVALRY. 

Greeners  Brigade. 

Burbridge’s  (Missouri)  regiment. 
.Jeffers’  (Missouri)  regiment. 
Young’s  (Missouri)  battalion. 
Griswold’s  battery. 


Shelby^ s Brigade. 

Elliott’s  (Missouri)  battalion. 
Jeans’  (Missouri)  regiment. 
Shelby’s  (Missouri)  regiment. 
Thompson’s  (Missouri)  regiment. 


DISTRICT  OF  THE  INDIAN  TERRITORY. 


BanMead’s  Brigade. 

Gurley’s  (Texas)  cavalry. 
Krumbhaar’s  battery. 


Cooper’’ s Brigade. 

Jumper’s  (Seminole)  battalion. 
Martin’s  (Texas)  cavalry. 

De  Morse’s  (Texas)  cavalry. 


Unattached. 

Desha  Rangers  (W.  T.  Malcombe). 

Miller’s  (Arkansas)  cavalry  company. 

Saint  Martin’s  (Louisiana)  Rangers  (E.  W.  Fuller). 

Wood’s  (Missouri)  battalion  Partisan  Rangers  (eight  companies). 


Meridian,  November  11, 1863. 

Col.  J.  Gorgas,  Richmond : 

Lieutenant-General  Smith  has  an  officer  here  who  thinks,  and  so  does 
the  general,  that  arms  may  be  sent  below  the  month  of  the  Big  Black. 

J..  E.  JOHNSTON. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  53.  1 Shreveport^  La.,  November  12,  1863. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  an  auxil- 
iary branch  of  the  ‘^Army  Intelligence  Office,’^  subsidiary  to  that  in  the 
city  of  Eichmond,  is  hereby  established  for  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment, at  Shreveport,  La.,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  E.  S.  Thomas ; 
its  object  being  to  inform  the  friends  and  relatives  of  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  of  their  wffiereabouts  and  condition ; to  facilitate  communica- 
tion with  the  army,  and  to  secure  a correct  list  of  the  deaths  which 
have  occurred,  or  may  hereafter  occur,  among  our  troops,  whether  within 
our  lines  or  those  of  the  enemy. 

To  the  accomplishment  of  these  ends,  all  surgeons  will  furnish  to  the 
intelligence  office,  through  the  proper  channels,  and  with  the  least  pos- 
sible delay,  a list  of  the  sick  and  wounded  now  in  hospital,  and  a list  of 
the  deaths  among  those  who  may  have  been  under  their  charge,  giving 
the  name,  rank,  company,  and  regiment ; whether  the  death  was  caused 
by  sickness  or  wounds.  In  the  case  of  a death  in  hospital,  the  date  of 
the  admission  of  the  deceased  should  be  given.  Hereafter  weekly  re- 
ports embracing  the  above  specified  particulars  must  be  forwarded 
promptly  to  the  intelligence  office,  through  the  proper  channels. 
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Immediately^  after  an  engagement,  commanding  officers  are  required 
to  forward  direct  to  the  intelligence  office,  without  waiting  until  their 
official  reports  can  be  made,  a list  of  the  casualties  in  their  commands ; 
giving,  in  addition  to  the  name,  the  rank,  company,  and  regiment,  and 
the  nature  of  the  wound. 

Upon  application  by  Mr.  Thomas,  accompanied  by  surgeon’s  certifi- 
cate of  disability  for  field  service,  the  requisite  number  of  men  will  be 
detailed  for  clerks  in  the  army  intelligence  office. 

The  quartermaster’s  and  subsistence  departments  will  furnish  to  Mr. 
Thomas,  upon  his  requisition,  such  supplies  as  may  be  necessary. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  AKDEBSOK, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Ko.  54.  j Shreveport,  La.,  November  13,  1863. 

I.  All  officers  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  whose  commands 
are  east  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  unless  on  duty  under  orders  from  de- 
])artment  or  district  headquarters,  will  join  their  respective  commands 
forthwith. 

II.  District  commanders  will,  in  their  respective  districts,  relieve  all 

officers  belonging  to  commands  east  of  the  Mississippi  whose  services 
can  possibly  be  dispensed  with,  and  order  them  to  join  their  proper  com- 
mands without  delay,  reporting  their  names  to  these  headquarters,  and 
also  the  names  of  those  retained,  together  with  the  nature  of  the  serv- 
ices in  which  they  are  engaged.  • 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDEKSOK, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Eichmond,  November  14,  1863. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

The  arms,  say,  twenty-five  thousand,  to  be  sent  to  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department,  of  which  you  have  been  advised,  are  now  going  for- 
ward. I must  ask  you  to  carefully  consider  the  manner,  time,  and  place 
of  crossing  the  Mississippi,  and  to  confer  with  General  Smith,  so  that 
he  may  be  fully  advised,  and  provide  for  their  protection  after  they  reach 
the  west  side  of  the  river.  At  would  seem  to  me  best  that  the  arins 
should  be  sent  in  lots,  and  cross  the  river  at  several  points,  but  simul- 
taneously. Deserted  houses  will  furnish  material  for  the  construction 
of  ferry-boats.  If  you  have  an  adequate  force  in  the  delta  of  the  Yazoo, 
several  points  in  that  section  may  be  found  less  hazardous  than  those 
below  Vicksburg,  but  of  this  you  must  judge  from  the  latest  informa- 
tion possessed. 

JEFFEESOK  DAVIS. 


Murfreesborough, 
November  14,  1863 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Colonel  [Colton]  Greene,  Commanding  Brigade: 

Colonel  : I have  four  scouts  out  looking  for  the  enemy.  Have  not 
heard  anything  of  importance  since  my  last  dispatch  to  General  Mar- 
maduke.  One  of  Monroe’s  men  reports  that  there  were  200  Federals 
on  the  Chainey  road,  12  miles  north  of  this  place,  yesterday  evening. 
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From  the  last  information  I have,  the  whole  number  of  the  enemy  is 
1,200.  I can  give  you  more  correct  information  this  evening,  when  my 
scouts  return. 

Eespectfully, 

S.  G.  KITCHEN, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  Kitchen’s  Eeoiment  Missouri  Cavalry, 

November  14,  1863. 


Colonel  [Colton]  Greene,  Commanding  Brigade  : 

Colonel  : My  scouts  report  the  enemy  in  force  22  miles  above  here 
at  2 p.  m.  to-day,  and  advancing.  They  are  on  the  Missouri  Stock  road, 
which  is  the  main  road  from  Caddo  Gap  to  Washington. 

Eespectfully, 

S.  G.  KITCHEN, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 


[P.  S.] — I look  for  them  here  about  daylight. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Camp  Bragg,  November  14,  1863. . 
Brigadier-General  Marmaduke,  Commanding  Cavalry  : 

General  : In  regard  to  your  position,  the  commanding  general  says 
you  must  be  governed  by  circumstances.  If  it  be  possible  for  you 
to  subsist  during  his  absence  lower  down  the  Terre  Eouge,  he  would 
much  prefer  it,  as  it  would  render  concentration  with  Price  more  easy, 
besides  covering  better  his  front.  Moreover,  the  general  expects  to 
make  with  General  Smith  permanent  arrangements  for  our  future. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  BELTON, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel  and  Assistant-  Adjutant-  General. 


[Indorsement.] 


Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

November  15,  1863. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Price. 

I can  forage  my  command  for  two  or  three  days  on  the  Terre  Eouge. 
If  I remain  here,  I can  give  no  protection  nor  support  to  the  infantry  nor 
they  to  me,  unless  the  enemy  should  move  upon  Washington.  If  I 
make  my  camp  on  the  Terre  Eouge,  I cannot  protect  Washington  as  I 
am  now  doing.  I wish  to  have  orders  on  the  subject. 

I beg  to  refer  General  Price  to  my  letter  to  district  headquarters, 
dated  November  14.  It  more  fully  expresses  my  views. 

Yery  respectfully. 


J.  S.  MAEMADUKE, 


Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  November  15,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States : 

I have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  the  perusal  of  Your  Excellency  a paper 


1070  MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chav.  XXXIV. 

submitted,  at  my  request,  by  Dr.  S.  A.  Smith,  upon  the  financial  embar- 
rassment of  this  department.* 

After  careful  examination  and  thought,  I feel  convinced  that  only  a 
partial  and  temporary  relief  will  be  obtained  by  the  adoption  of  any 
plan  other  than  the  establishment  of  a branch  bureau  of  the  Treasury 
Department  west  of  the  Mississippi.  The  transmittal  of  funds,  now 
difficult  and  uncertain,  may  at  any  moment  become  impracticable. 

The  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  deceased  soldiers  is  a necessity  de- 
manded by  their  suffering  and  indigent  families.  The  accumulation  of 
moneyed  iiapers  is  an  evil  each  day  growing  more  unjust  and  embarrass- 
ing to  disbursing  officers.  These  and  other  evils  would  all  be  remedied 
by  the  establishment  here  of  the  bureau  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
I would  respectfully  bring  this  subject  to  the  consideration  of  Your 
Excellency,  and  request  that  the  coming  Congress  be  recommended  to 
legislate  for  the  wants  of  the  people  and  department  in  this  matter. 

Should  it  be  deemed  advisable  to  place  a citizen  of  this  department 
at  the  head  of  the  bureau,  I know  no  one  who,  from  his  standing  in 
the  community,  his  financial  and  administrative  abilities,  and  his  integ- 
rity of  character,  would  be  better  fitted, than  Dr.  S.  A.  Smith,  of  Alex- 
andria, La. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  highest  respect  and  esteem,  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Camj^  Sabine,  November  15,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper,  Commanding,  &c.: 

’ General:  Upon  your  report  (weekly)  of  November  8 instant,  I ob 
serve  that  Colonel  Martin’s  regiment  is  still  reported  as  part  of  your 
brigade,  absent  at  Bonham,  Tex.  The  general  commanding  instructs 
me  to  say  that  you  will  drop  Colonel  Martin’s  regiment  from  your 
reports. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


• Headquarters  Price’s  Division,  November  16, 1863. 
Brigadier- General  Marmaduke,  Commanding  Cavalry  : 

General  : I am  directed  by  Major-General  Price  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  two  dispatches  of  the  15th  instant,  and  to  say  to 
you  that,  while  he  will  expect  and  be  glad  to  receive  your  reports  of 
your  own  movements  and  that  of  the  enemy,  he  declines  giving  any 
instructions,  ^s  the  absence  of  General  Holmes  is  a mere  rumor,  not 
having  been  officially  announced  to  him.  Should  an  exigency  arise, 
requiring  immediate  action,  he  will  not  hesitate  to  regard  the  rumor  as 
true,  and  assume  command  of  the  district.  Meantime  he  will  be  pleased 
to  hear  from  you  as  often  as  you  may  deem  necessary. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[L.  A.]  MACLEAN, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Not  found. 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

N^o.  56.  j Shreveport^  La.^  November  16,  1863. 

All  quartermaster’s  stores,  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  or 
material  for  manufacturing  the  same,  received  at  any  point  upon  the 
Eio  Grande,  or  through  the  Gulf  ports  of  this  department,  will,  until 
further  orders,  be  distributed  as  follows : 

For  the  troops  of  the  District  of  Arkansas,  Indian  Territory,  and 
.Northern  Sub-District  of  Texas,  four-tenths.  Depots  a t Bonham  and 
Jefferson,  Tex. 

For  the  troops  of  the  District*  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 
except  the  Northern  Sub-District  of  Texas,  two-tenths.  Depots  at  San 
Antonio  and  Houston. 

For  the  troops  of  the  District  of  Western  Louisiana,  three-tenths. 
Depot  at  Shreveport,  La. 

For  the  department  at  large,  one-tenth.  Depot  in  charge  of  Maj.  W. 
H.  Haynes,  quartermaster  and  chief  of  clothing  bureau,  at  department 
headquarters. 

All  officers  receiving  quartermaster’s  stores,  clothing,  camp  and  gar- 
rison equipage,  or  material  therefor,  at  any  of  the  points  designated, 
are  directed  to  report  at  once  to  these  headquarters  the  amount  of  each 
article  received,  and  will  forward  the  stores  without  delay  to  the  depots 
herein  mentioned.  The  officers  in  charge  at  the  issuing  depots  will  re- 
port each  arrival  of  stores,  and,  in  anticipation  of  requisitions,  prepare 
them  for  issue  to  the  troops. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDEESON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  57.  ) Shreveport^  La.,  November  18,  1863. 

I.  The  great  abuse  of  authority  by  officers,  in  impressing  wagons, 
teams,  4&c.,  belonging  to  persons  changing  their  homes,  and  the  annoy- 
ance arising  therefrom,  demands  the  most  stringent  orders  on  the  sub- 
ject and  their  rigid  enforcement. 

Hereafter  refugees,  with  their  property,  must  not  be  interfered  with 
or  molested,  in  any  manner  whatever,  until  they  have  acquired  a home. 

Any  violation  of  this  order  by  an  officer  or  agent  of  the  Government 
will  subject  the  offender  to  arraignment  before,  and  trial  by,  a general 
court-martial. 

II.  Capt.  P.  H.  Thomson,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is  hereby  as- 
signed to  duty  at  department  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith  : 

S.  S.  ANDEESON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  November  19,  1863. 
General  E.  Kirby  Smith,  Commanding,  &c,: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  yours  of  September  20, 
and  have  noted  your  remarks  on  the  condition  of  your  department  and 
its  necessities.  The  Treasury  Department  long  since  sent  out  agents 
with  authority  and  the  requisite  machinery  to  effect  the  ends  which  you 
desire  in  that  regard.  They  were  sent  by  sea,  and  encountered  delay, 
but  it  is  hoped  they  have  since  arrived,  and  will  relieve  you  of  the 
embarrassments  mentioned  in  regard  to  finance  operations.  I have 
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directed  a supply  of  arms,  say  25,000,  to  be  sent  to  you  across  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  have  telegraphed  to  General  Johnston  to  correspond  with 
you,  so  as  to  secure  your  co-operation  in  giving  imotection  and  trans- 
portation to  the  arms  after  they  reach  the  west  side  of  the  river.  You 
have  been  heretofore  advised  of  the  arrangements  made  to  send  you  arms 
by  way  of  the  Eio  Grande,  and  the  disappointments  which  have  been  en- 
countered. I rely  equally  upon  your  vigilance  to  discover  the  purposes 
of  the  enemy  and  upon  your  energy  to  counteract  them  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  your  means.  The  force  of  the  enemy,  as  estimated  by  scouts,  is 
generally  exaggerated.  I hope  it  has  been  so  in  this  case,  and  if  it 
should  be  possible  to  restore  confidence  among  our  own  people,  I trust 
that  desertions  will  cease  and  that  recruits  will  dock  to  your  standard. 
The  evacuation  of  the  valley  of  the  Arkansas  no  doubt  produced,  as 
usual  in  such  case^,  desertions  from  the  troops  raised  in  that  quarter. 
If  the  chances  of  war  should  enable  you  to  reoccupy  it,  those  men  would 
doubtless  return  to  you ; but  the  reoccupation  has  a higher  importance 
than  this.  That  is  the  only  region  where  you  can  obtain  the  requisite 
supplies  to  support  an  army  for  the  defense  of  Arkansas  or  for  an  ad- 
vance into  Missouri.  So  long  as  you  have  no  boats  to  navigate  the  Ar- 
kansas and  White  Eivers,  their  steamers  may  be  rendered  dangerous  to 
the  enemy  by  the  use  of  sub-marine  torpedoes,  and  when  those  rivers 
are  high  it  would  not  be  practicable  for  the  enemy  to  transport  supplies 
by  land  in  snfiicient  quantity  to  feed  an  army  in  Arkansas  or  South- 
western Missouri.  There  is,  therefore,  a double  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  holding  the  valley  of  the  Arkansas  and  securing  its  supplies  for 
the  use  of  your  army. 

I have  been  pained  to  hear  of  disagreement  between  Generals  Holmes 
and  Price.  Without  the  requisite  information  to  enable  me  to  judge 
which  is  the  more  to  blame,  the  more  important  consideration  may  be 
concluded  without  such  proof,  that  discord  between  the  two  highest 
ofiicers  of  an  army  must  materially  impair  its  efficiency  and  otherwise 
work  evil  to  the  public  service.  Under  these  circumstances  it  has  oc- 
curred to  me  that  General  Price  might  be  more  available  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Kansas  and  Western  Missouri.  I am  not  sufficiently  advised  as 
to  the  state  of  things  there,  and  the  fitness  of  the  senior  officer  to  com- 
mand, to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  change  which  would  be  effected 
by  sending  General  Price  to  that  quarter,  and,  therefore,  only  design  to 
bring  the  matter  to  your  consideration. 

The  general  truth  that  power  is  increased  by  the  concentration  of  an 
army  is,  under  our  peculiar  circumstances,  subject  to  modification. 
The  evacuation  of  any  portion  of  territory  involves  not  only  the  loss  of 
supplies,  but  in  every  instance  has  been  attended  by  a greater  or  less 
loss  of  troops,  and  a general,  therefore,  has  in  each  case  a complete 
problem  to  solve. 

With  high  esteem  and  cordial  good  wishes,  I am,  very  respectfully 
and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFEESOK  DAYIS. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  November  19,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  McCulloch,  Bonham,  Tex. : 

General  : The  lieutenant-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
Captain  Quantrill  leaves  Shreveport  to-day  to  join  his  command,  and 
passes  your  headquarters  en  route.  He  is  informed  by  this  officer  that 
several  of  his  men,  whom  he  regards  as  entirely  reliable,  went  to  the 
reodezvous  of  the  deserteis  in  your  district,  pretending  that  they  also 
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Ead  deserted  from  their  commands.  They  mixed  among  these  outlaws 
freely,  and  they,  thinking  that  Captain  Qnantrill  himself  was  not  loyal 
to  our  Government,  fully  disclosed  their  condition  and  plans.  Captain 
Quantrill  thinks  that  in  giving  themselves  up  to  you  it  has  been  simply 
their  purpose  to  get  arms  and  ammunition,  of  which  they  were  in  need, 
so  that  in  the  spring  they  can  go  north.  This  they  are  resolved  to  do. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  commanding  general  that  these  men  are  unreli- 
able and  should  be  trusted  in  nothing.  He  disapproves  of  your  agree- 
ment with  them,  and  thereby  relieves  you  from  all  responsibility  as  to 
its  fulfillment.  The  concession  to  them  of  the  privilege  of  serving  where 
they  are,  would  increase  the  number  of  deserters  and  greatly  demoralize 
the  troops  in  the  commands  from  which  they  have  deserted.  He  there- 
fore directs  that  all  those  who  have  already  given  themselves  up  be  sent 
to  their  commands  immediately.  The  horses  of  such  as  do  not  belong 
to  the  cavalry  will  be  purchased  for  the  Government  in  accordance  with 
General  Orders,  Nos.  37  and  53,  from  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraFs 
Office,  Eichmond.  The  horses  of  those  who  hereafter  give  themselves 
up,  voluntarily,  shall  be  similarly  disposed  of.  The  lieutenant-general 
commanding  thinks  that  the  only  thing  to  be  done  now  is  to  go  vigor- 
ously to  work  and  kill  or  capture  all  those  who  refuse  to  come  in.  The 
commanding  general  thinks  the  ringleaders  should  have  no  quarter. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  CUNNINGHAM, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-  Camp. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Bodksville^  C.  N.,  November  19,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  M.  Gano,  Commanding^  d'C.  : 

General  : The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  acknowledge  re- 
ceipt of  your  communication  of  the  13th  instant,  written  from  this  place, 
and  to  say  in  reply  that  he  fully  approved  of  your  movement  east  to 
Sha  wneetown.  In  regard  to  furloughing  the  men,  as  suggested  in  your 
letter,  the  commanding  general  can  take  no  action  until  he  hears  more 
definitely  and  fully  of  the  intentions  of  the  enemy,  and  in  this  connec- 
tion he  directs  that  you  push  forward  a heavy  scout  in  the  direction  of 
Fort  Smith,  with  instructions  to  ascertain  positively  where  the  enemy 
is  and  what  he  is  doing.  Various  reports  have  reached  these  headquar- 
ters, through  unofficial  channels,  one  rumor  placing  him  at  Waldron, 
another  at  Dallas,  in  Polk  County,  Arkansas,  &c.  He  also  desires  that 
you  place  yourself  in  communication  with  the  partisan  force  of  Fitz- 
williams,  now  operating  somewhere  in  Polk  or  Sebastian  Counties. 
There  maybe  other  companies  of  the  same  character  as  Fitzwilliams’ 
in  that  country,  whom  it  would  be  well  to  communicate  with,  they 
being  generally  in  possession  of  the  latest  and  most  reliable  informa- 
tion. The  general  commanding  has  ordered  that  five  hundred  suits  of 
clothing  be  laid  aside  at  Fort  Washita  for  the  use  of  De  Morse’s  regi- 
ment and  Howell’s  battery,  and  ho  wivshes  you  to  send  forward  trans- 
portation to  that  place  for  it,  if  you  can  spare  the  requisite  amount.  I 
would  respectfully  call  your  attention,  general,  to  the  necessity  of  send- 
ing to  these  headquarters  a field  return  of  the  strength  and  condition 
of  your  brigade,  at  least  every  two  days,  as  required  by  existing  orders. 

Verv  respectfully, 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

08  R R~YOL  XXII,  PT  II 
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Headquaetees  Teans-Mississippi  Depaetment, 

Shreveport,  La.,  November  20,  1863. 

LieuteDant-General  Holmes, 

Commanding  Distr  ict  of  Arkansas  : 

Geneeal  : By  the  inclosed  copy  of  letter  from  General  Taylor,*  re- 
ceived after  your  departure  from  Shreveport,  you  will  see  that  the  enemy 
have  renewed  operations  below.  I therefore  feel  that  but  little  hope 
can  be  entertained  either  by  you  or  myself  of  drawing  any  force  from 
General  Taylor ; my  letter  to  him  will,  however,  go.  I have  given  to 
Mr.  L.  L.  Johnson  a letter  calling  upon  the  planters  along  Bed  Elver 
to  remain  at  their  homes  and  cultivate  their  crops,  as  that  section  of  the 
country  is,  in  my  judgment,  as  safe  as  any  to  which  they  could  migrate. 
I hope  you  will  do.every  thing  in  your  power  to  persuade  them  to  remain 
where  they  are,  as  it  will  be  best  both  for  their  interest  and  that  of  the 
Government.  If  they  should  leave  their  homes,  and  the  lands  in  the  Eed 
Elver  Valley  should  be  uncultivated  during  the  coming  year,  the  sub- 
sistence of  the  troops  will  be  a difficult  problem  for  us. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 

' Lieutenant-General. 


Headquaetees  Teans-Mississippi  Hepaetment, 

Shreveport,  La.,  November  21,  1863. 

His  Excellency  Jeffeeson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States : 

SiE : I have  the  honor  to  forward,  for  your  information,  copies  of  a 
contract  made  with  Messrs.  Bouldin  & Newell,  and  also  of  my  instruc- 
tions to  Maj.  J.  F.  Minter,  whom  I have  appointed  to  go  abroad  as  agent 
under  this  contract. 

The  Schedules  A and  B,  referred  to,  embrace  the  usual  and  necessary 
articles  of  ordnance  and  quartermaster’s  stores,  and  for  that  reason  it 
was  not  deemed  necessary  to  forward  copies.  The  contract  involved 
the  sending  of  an  agent  abroad,  and  before  that  time  I had  it  in  contem- 
plation to  send  abroad  an  agent  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  purchases 
of  army  stores  based  upon  Government  cotton.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I selected  Major  Minter,  of  my  staff,  and  lately  chief  quarter- 
master of  this  department,  as  a person  of  great  integrity,  business 
capacity,  and  experience,  and  in  every  way  eminently  qualified  for  the 
duties  imposed. 

I trust  that  my  action  in  this  matter  may  meet  your  approval,  and 
that  you  will  issue  the  i:)roper  instructions  and  take  the  necessary  steps 
to  place  Major  Minter  on  the  same  footing  as  other  purchasing  agents 
now  in  Europe. 

Should  30U  disapprove  of  my  action  in  reference  to  the  contract 
inclosed,*  I then  recommend,  inasmuch  as  Major  Minter  has  already 
started  on  his  mission,  and  also  on  account  of  his  qualifications,  that 
he  be  constituted  a general  purchasing  agent  for  the  Government  for 
army  stores. 

I am,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Not  found. 
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Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  Lfovemher  22,  1863. 

His  Excellency  Samuel  Garland, 

Principal  Chief  [Choctaw  Nation]: 

Sir  : I am  instructed  by  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  7th  instant,  relative 
to  the  arming  and  equipping  of  the  militia  cp^lled  out  by  you. 

The  commanding  general  thinks  that  the  best  and  only  way  of  avoid- 
ing complication  and  irregularity  in  the  equipment  of  these  troops  is  to 
form  regiments  regularly  and  muster  them  into  the  service  for  the  war. 
He  thinks  you  have  misconstrued  his  letter  written  heretofore  on  this 
subject.  The  organizations  for  home  defense  and  special  service,  com- 
posed of  men  over  forty-five  and  under  eighteen  years‘0f  age,  are  to  be 
called  into  the  service  by  the  commander  of  the  Indian  Department 
when  in  his  estimation  their  services  are  required  for  the  public  safety. 

There  is  a supply  of  ammunition  at  Bonham,  Tex.,  which  can  be  gotten 
by  requisition  on  General  Steele.  An  order  has  been  given  Colonel 
Thomas  for  all  the  arms  at  that  point,  and  also  funds  have  been  fur- 
nished him  for  the  purchase  of  more.  If,  when  your  organization  is 
made  out,  you  send  up  the  names  of  the  officers  you  wish  appointed, 
their  appointments,  subject  to  the  President’s  approval,  will  be  sent. 
When  the  militia  are  called  into  the  Confederate  service  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  Indian  Department,  all  dispositions  necessary  for  their 
subsistence  will  be  made  by  him. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  CGE^NIIS^GHAM, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  November  22,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Steele, 

Comdg.  District  of  Western  Louisiana  [Indian  Territory] : 

General  : The  lieutenant-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
Governor  Garland,  princijial  chief  of  the  Choctaw  l^ation,  has  been 
notified  that  he  would  be  supplied  with  ammunition  from  Bonham  on 
requisition  upon  you.  This  ammunition  is  needed  for  his  militia.  The 
lieutenant-general  commanding  has  recommended  Governor  Garland  to 
organize  his  Indians,  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  of  age, 
into  regiments,  and  have  them  mustered  into  the  Confederate  service 
for  the  war.  Those  under  and  over  these  ages,  respectively,  he  is  recom- 
mended to  organize  for  home  defense  and  special  service.  These  will 
be  called  out  by  you  whenever  their  services  may  be  necessary  for  the 
safety  of  your  department.  It  will  be  necessary  to  provide  for  their 
subsistence. 

The  lieutenant-general  commanding  thinks  that  these  Indians  can  best 
be  managed  by  having  them  in  the  service.  The  commanding  general 
thinks  it  would  be  well  to  put  yourself  in  communication  with  Governor 
Garland,  so  that  there  may  be  a good  understanding  between  you  and 
him  on  this  subject. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  CUENINGHAM, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp, 
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Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

BoaJcsville,  G,  JV".,  Novemler  22, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  Gano,  Commanding  : 

General  : Your  two  communications  of  the  20th  and  21st  have  been 
received.  In  regard  to  making  a strike  at  the  enemy,  as  suggested  in 
your  letter,  the  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he  wishes  you 
to  exercise,  in  a great  measure,  your  own  discretion,  and  avail  yourself 
of  any  opportunity  which  you  may  consider  a sure  one  of  giving  him  a 
blow.  The  subject  of  supplying  the  unarmed  men  of  your  brigade  with 
guns  has  already  received  the  attention  of  General  Steele.  There  is  a 
lot  of  arms  now  on  the  way  from  Shreveport,  which  I presume  will  be 
here  shortly.  The  invoices  have  already  been  received.  The  general 
commanding  is  using  every  exertion  to  obtain  iron  for  shoes,  &c.,  but 
he  is  unable  to  say  yet  how  he  will  succeed.  There  is  a great  scarcity 
of  iron  all  through  the  district.  From  present  appearances  the  head- 
quarters of  the  district  will  most  likely  be  at  this  place  for  some  time 
to  come.  You  will  be  promptly  informed  of  any  change. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Loalcsville,  ILovember  23,  1863. 

Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Adjutant-General,  Trans-Mississijgpi  Department : 

Colonel  : I have  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  at  Fort  Smith 
has  been  further  re-enforced,  and  that  General  Blunt  is  again  in  com- 
mand, and  that  another  force  was  pursuing  Colonel  Brooks  farther 
down  the  Arkansas  Biver.  There  is  now  in  that  command  certainly 
the  Second  and  Sixth  Kansas,  First  and  Second  Arkansas,  and  Third 
Wisconsin  Cavalry  Eegiments;  the  Thirteenth  Kansas,  First  Arkansas, 
and  part  of  the  Second,  the  Colorado,  the  Eighteenth  Iowa,  and  two 
negro  regiments,  and  some  Indian  troops,  of  infantry,  with  several  bat- 
teries. Should  these  troops,  or  even  the  cavalry  portion  of  them,  move 
down  the  nearest  road  to  Bed  Biver,  there  is  no  force  to  resist  them, 
except  Gano’s  brigade,  of  little  over  1,000  men,  with  HowelFs  and 
Krumbhaar’s  batteries.  The  Indian  brigade  is  scattered  over  the  whole 
country. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Indian  Territory. 


Doaksyille,  C.  K,  November  23, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Henry  E.  McCulloch, 

Commanding  Northern  Bub-District : 

General  : I have  received  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  further  re- 
enforcements at  Fort  Smith,  with,  it  is  said,  Blunt  in  command.  If 
such  is  the  case,  we  shall  in  all  probability  hear  from  him  soon.  I 
would  urge  that  all  the  troops  you  have  be  assembled  in  Bed  Biver 
County,  in  readiness  to  resist  an  invasion  or  a raid.  They  have  already 
pushed  forward  a strong  advance  as  far  as  Waldron,  and  smaller  parties 
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still  farther  down  the  Line  road.  The  Federal  cavalry  at  and  near  Fort 
Smith  consists  of  the  Second  and  Sixth  Kansas  and  the  Fifteenth  [First] 
and  Second  Arkansas,  the  Third  Wisconsin,  and,  perhaps,  more.  This 
would  give  sufficient  force  for  a strong  raid. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  November  24,  1863c 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  call  Your  Excellency’s  attention  to  the  fact 
that,  owing  to  the  system  .adopted  east  of  the  Mississippi  of  consolidat- 
ing regiments  that  have  been  reduced,  a large  number  of  supernumerary 
officers  have  been  left  without  command  or  assignment  to  duty.  In 
very  many  instances  these  supernumerary  officers  have  been  ordered  to 
. the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  on  recruiting  service.  The  result  is 
that  there  are  now  scattered  throughout  this  department  great  numbers 
of  officers  ostensibly  recruiting,  but  in  reality  doing  nothing,  and  for 
whom  I have  no  duty.  These  officers  have  been  for  months  drawing 
their  pay  without  performing  any  service.  The  effect  of  this  is  not  only 
a great  and  unnecessary  expense  to  the  Government  and  injury  to  the 
service,  but  it  tends  also  to  create  dissension  and  spread  dissatisfaction 
among  the  citizens,  and,  to  some  extent,  impairs  their  confidence  in  the 
Government.  I would,  in  view  of  these  facts,  most  respectfully  suggest 
to  you  the  propriety  of  adopting  some  mode  of  disposing  of  these  super- 
numeraries. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Ko.  202.  j Shreveport,  November  26, 1863. 

* m * # « # « 

VI.  Brig.  Gen.  P.  O.  Hebert,  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States,  will  proceed  to  the  city  of  Eichmond,  and  on  bis  arrival  at  that 
point  report  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  Confederate  States 
Army. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDEESOK, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Boaksville,  November  27,  1863. 
Col.  S.  S.  Anderson,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  : I have  received,  by  the  hands  of  Captain  Heiston,  adju- 
tant-general to  General  Cooper,  some  papers  from  your  office,  which  sur- 
prise me  not  a little.  That  a subordinate  commander  is  allowed  to 
send  one  of  his  staff*  to  report  the  state  of  aff’airs  in  his  brigade,  and  that 
his  reports  should  be  received,  and  myself  referred  to  the  communi- 
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cations  so  sent,  appears  to  me  to  strike  at  the  root  of  all  discipline.  I 
must  enter  my  earnest  protest  against  such  proceedings.  Captain 
Heiston  came  to  my  headquarters,  but  said  nothing  of  his  orders  to  go 
to  headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  or  he  would  have  been 
sent  back.  I inclose  herewith  copy  of  the  first  estimate  for  clothing 
which  I have  received  from  General  Cooper^s  brigade.*  You  will  observe 
that  it  is  for  over  6,000  men,  which  is  much  more  than  the  number  which 
he  has  had  together  at  any  time.  I get  no  reports  from  that  brigade 
except  the  tri-monthly  field  rbport  and  an  occasional  ordnance  report; 
from  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  no  reports  have  been  received. 
It  appears  to  be  General  Cooper’s  wish  to  give  the  Indians  all  the  pay 
and  allowance  they  would  be  entitled  to  if  they  were  regular  troops  and 
remained  at  their  posts,  and  give  them  all  the  latitude  of  the  most  irreg- 
ular troops.  The  following  extracts  from  letters  lately  received  will 
show  that  the  clothing  is  to  be  used  to  coax  the  Indians  together,  and 
that  a great  cause  of  complaint  is  my  having,  before  turning  everything 
over  to  the  Indians,  set  aside  five  hundred  suits  of  gray  clothing  for 
De  Morse’s  regiment  and  Howell’s  battery. 

Extract  from  General  Cooper’s  letter  of  iN'ovember  18 

The  two  Creek  regiments,  together  with  the  Chickasaw  battalion,  according  to 
my  instructions,  have  reported  to  Col.  Stand  Watie;  but  as  the  former  are  very  much 
scattered,  I will  direct  their  clothing,  shoes,  blankets,  &c.,  to  be  issued  to  them  at 
their  respective  camps,  which  will  be'^the  means  of  bringing  them  together.  I would 
respectfully  ask  what  clothing  has  been  appropriated  for  the  Indian  troops,  and  why 
a distinction  has  been  made  by  reserving  a large  lot  of^gray  uniform  cloth  for  the 
white  troops. 

Extract  from  Col.  Chilly  McIntosh’s  letter,  dated  Camp  Muscle  Creek, 
November  14,  1863,  to  General  Cooper : 

Permit  me  to  remark  that  I think  the  best  plan  for  getting  my  men  together  would 
be  to  order  their  clothing  to  this  place.  I would  state  that  none  of  my  men  or  officers 
had  permission  to  go  home,  excepting  those  who  were  sent  with  expresses.  The  num- 
ber in  the  First  [Creek]  Regiment  is  87,  and  the  number  in  the  Second  [Creek]  Regi- 
ment is  77,  inclusive  of  officers  of  all  ranks. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  above  letters  were  received,  I received  a 
brigade  report,  in  which  no  mention  is  made  of  the  absentees  without 
leave  in  the  Creek  regiments.  As  I am  in  a measure  arraigned  for  not 
having  supplies,  I beg  leave  to  refer  to  requisitions  forwarded  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel O’Bannon,  dated  September  1,  1863.  Eequisitions  were 
sent  to  Major  [J.  B.]  Burton,  chief  quartermaster.  District  of  Arkansas, 
under  date  of  March  26, 1863,  and  to  Major  fS.]  Hart,  who  it  was  sup- 
posed would  issue  from  supplies  imported,  under  date  of  March  17, 1863. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General^  Comdg.  District  of  the  Indian  Territory. 

fP.  S.] — December  22. — This  letter  has  been  delayed  for  data  re- 
garding clothing  issued  to  the  Indian  brigade. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  58.  i Shreveport^  La..,  November  27,  1863. 

I.  Frequent  instances  having  been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
commanding  geueral  of  leaves  of  absence  and  furloughs  being  granted 
by  subordinate  commanders,  hereafter  no  orders  will  be  recognized  sep- 


* Omitted. 
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arating  au  officer  or  soldier  from  liis  command,  except  in  cases  of  sick 
soldiers  in  general  hospitals,  unless  issued  from  department  or  district 
headquarters,  or  with  the  sanction  of  district  commanders.  Officers  and 
soldiers  absent  from  their  commands,  whose  orders  do  not  bear  the  ap- 
proval required  by  this  order,  will  be  arrested  and  sent  to  their  com- 
mands, and  the  papers  relating  to  their  cases  forwarded  to  these  head- 
quarters. A rigid  scrutiny  will  be  made  in  all  cases,  and  the  officer  who 
may  issue  such  irregular  orders  will  subject  himself  to  arrest  and  trial. 

II.  Hereafter  no  transportation  or  commutation  thereof  will  be  al- 
lowed to  sick  soldiers  going  on  furlough,  unless  on  the  approval  of  the 
chief  medical  officers  of  the  field  or  hospital  service,  attached  to  the 
staff  of  district  commanders. 

III.  Capt.  0.  S.  West,  assistant  adjutant- general,  is  relieved  from 
duty  as  assistant  inspector-general,  and  announced  as  acting  judge- 
advocate-general  for  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  AKDERSOK, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Richmond,  Ya.,  November  27, 1863. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  Eiehmond : 

General  : In  conformity  to  orders  from  the  War  Department,  bear- 
ing date  August  20, 1862, 1 have  the  honor  to  report  my  acts  in  recruit- 
ing for  the  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  in  Missouri.  I 
reached  Dunklin  County,  Missouri,  in  the  early  part  of  September, 
1862,  and  commenced  recruiting.  The  men  of  the  State  turned  out 
cheerfully,  so  much  so  that  during  said  month  I was  enabled  to  surprise 
the  enemy,  600  strong,  stationed  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  killing  15,  wounding 
and  capturing  many  others,  and  also  two  pieces  of  fine  artillery,  eight 
hundred  stand  of  small-arms,  a quantity  of  ammunition,  holsters,  cloth- 
ing, medicines,  blankets,  and  other  military  stores,  and  this  was  accom- 
plished with  a loss  of  1 man  killed  and  2 wounded.  With  the  articles 
captured  I equipped  a regiment,  and  by  the  26th  of  October  I had  re- 
cruited and  had  in  camp  twenty-*one  organized  companies,  beside  many 
others  partly  formed,  when  the  enemy  came  suddenly  upon  my  encamp- 
ment at  Clarkton,  Dunklin  County,  Missouri,  capturing  myself  and  23 
men,  together  with  all  my  rolls,  books,  papers,  and  many  other  articles. 
I was  taken  to  Alton,  Ilk,  and,  together  with  the  men,  exchanged  on  the 
6th  of  December  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and  sent  froia  there  to  Jackson, 
where  I remained  in  charge  of  exchanged  soldiers  until  the  latter  part 
of  December,  1862,  when  I was  permitted  to  return  to  Missouri  to  get 
up  my  command,  which  place  I reached  on  the  23d  of  January,  1863. 
On  my  arrival  I found  that  fourteen  companies  were  in  the  Confederate 
States  Army,  under  Colonels  Jeffers,  Greene,  Burbridge,  and  White.  I 
proceeded  at  once  to  collect  the  men  of  the  remaining  companies,  who 
were  greatly  scattered,  and,  by  reason  of  the  overflow  and  the  enemy,  I 
was  unable  to  see  them  all  or  notify  them  to  come  to  camp. 

McKeil,  of  Missouri  Federal  notoriety,  with  a force  of  from  1,500  to 
6,000  men,  taking  possession  of  the  country,  prevented  me,  situated  as  I 
was,  without  sufficient  arms,  ammunition,  or  means  of  any  kind,  from 
progressing  as  rapidly  as  I otherwise  might  have  done.  On  the  9th  of 
April  I had  collected  eight  comxianies,  and  feeling  the  necessi^  of  some 
organization  by  which  things  might  be  properly  directed,  I proceeded  to 
organize  the  battalion,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  S.  G.  Kitchen  for 
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lieutenant-colonel  and  J.  A.  Dooley  for  major,  and  in  tlie  mean  time  I was 
successful  upon  several  occasions  in  capturing  many  necessary  articles, 
such  as  guns,  ammunition,  blankets,  clothing,  &c.,  and,  on  tiie  21st  of 
April,  in  capturing  a company  of  McNeiks  command  that  executed  the 
orders  to  shoot  the  Confederate  States  prisoners  at  Palmyra,  Mo.  I 
also  captured  from  his  command  arms;  ammunition,  horses,  blankets, 
and  transportation  sufficient  for  a regiment ; and  on  the  9th  of  July  I 
proceeded  to  hold  an  election  for  field  officers  of  the  regiment,  the  pre- 
vious one  having  been  decided  null  and  void  by  the  general,  and  this 
election  resulted  in  the  choice  of  S.  G.  Kitchen  for  colonel,  Jesse  Elli- 
son for  lieutenant-colonel,  and  J.  A.  Walker  for  major.  I also,  on  the 
Gth  of  June,  organized  a company  of  artillery,  the  muster-rolls  of  which, 
together  with  two  other  companies,  now  under  command  of  Col.  Will- 
iam G.  Pheelan,  I here  present,  having  ordered  the  scattering  recruits 
to  report  to  the  said  Col.  William  G.  Pheelan. 

Having  now  discharged  the  duties  enjoined  upon  me,  I respectfully 
submit  the  accompanying  report,  and  await  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  E.  CLAEK, 

Colonel  and  Recruiting  Officer,  F.  A.  C.  S. 


Office  Chief  Quartermaster,  Dist.  of  Arkansas, 

Hovemler  29,  1863. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Major  : I met  with  but  small  success  in  the  way  of  clothing.  Major 
Brinker  informs  me  that  no  clothing  for  officers  has  arrived  at  Washing- 
ton, as  we  had  heard.  I got  592  yards  of  gray  cloth  for  officers ; it  left 
here  yesterday.  I will  get  a few  staff  buttons.  Ko  immediate  prospect 
of  any  tents.  Major  Brinker  has  heard  notiiing  of  any  being  sent  up  here 
yet.  He  does  not  seem  to  admire  my  suggestion  of  redistribution ; says  he 
will  refer  the  letter  to  General  H.  [Holmes] ; hopes  it  may  be  referred  to 
General  Smith,  and  thereby  do  some  good  in  waking  up  the  department 
at  Shreveport,  which,  he  seems  to  think,  is  doing  but  little.  Captain 
[Andrew]  Sigourney  has  not  yet  returned  from  Shreveport  with  pay 
funds.  He  is  expected  in  three  or  four  days.  I shall  remain  until  he 
comes.  Major  Brinker  cannot  now  pay  your  claims,  because  he  has  not 
yet  the  funds.  He  hopes  to  get  funds  soon,  and  expects  to  commence 
paying  old  debts  in  January.  I have  urged  your  claims,  but  cannot 
move  him. 

I am,  major,  respectfully,  &c., 

E.  O.  BOGGESS, 

{Ca;ptain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster.] 


Headquarters  District  of  Indian  Territory, 

Foalcsville,  November  29,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  M.  Gano,  Commanding,  &c. : 

Generad  : I am  just  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  in 
which  you  speak  of  a wish  to  change  the  location  of  your  camp,  for  va- 
rious reasons.  I ha  ve  referred  the  matter  to  General  Steele,  who  directs 
me  to  .^y  in  reply  that  he  has  no  objection  whatever  to  the  proposed 
change.  ’ He  wishes  the  matter  to  be  entirely  discretionary  with  your- 
. self. 
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General  McCulloch,  in  a letter  to  General  Steele,  speaks  of  a great 
number  of  stragglers  and  deserters  being  in  the  Northern  Sub-District, 
and  says  he  is  satisfied  that  many  of  them  are  leaving  for  the  north  side 
of  Eed  Eiver.  The  general  commanding  wishes  you  to  exercise  peculiar 
vigilance  in  stopping  these  fellows.  Parties,  too,  are  rei)orted  passing 
through  the  country  on  the  ctedit  of  Quantrill’s  men,  who  are,  in  all 
probability,  jayhawkers,  or,  perhaps,  spies.  They  should  be  looked  to. 
I have  heard  that  Quantrill  himself  published  a card  with  reference  to 
such  characters,  saying  that  unless  they  are  provided  with  a printed 
furlough  from  him,  they  are  sailing  under  false  colors.  General  McCul- 
loch says : 

There  will  be  about  500  deserters,  &c.,  that  will  leave  for  the  frontier  on  next  Satur- 
day (28th  instant)  if  all  works  well,  and  I expect  your  regiments  have  some  among 
them.  All  other  deserters  I gather  belonging  to  your  command  I will  send  to  you,  or 
report  them  and  let  you  send  for  them. 

He  reports  about  1,500  or  2,000  of  these  renegades  in  his  district. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

LoaJcsville,  November  29,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Cooper, 

Commanding j <&c.  : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  you  will 
move  all  that  portion  of  your  brigade  now  ,with  you  to  a point  some- 
where in  the  vicinity  of  Armstrong's  Academy,  with  a view  of  obtain- 
ing a supply  of  forage  more  conveniently,  and  operating  in  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  Choctaw  country.  This  order  is  not  intended  to  include 
any  detachments  that  may  be  operating  in  the.direction  of  Fort  Smith 
or  the  Line  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


[Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department,] 

Near  Collinsburg,  La.^  November  30,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  District  of  Arliansas : 

General:  I arrived  at  Lamartine  some  fifteen  minutes  after  your 
departure  from  that  place.  But  for  the  bad  weather  and  the  storm,  which 
delayed  me,  I should  have  been  there  the  evening  before.  I am  sorry 
I did  not  meet  you,  but  will  by  letter  bring  up  the  matter  which  I had 
under  consideration. 

Colonel  Johnson,  the  newly  appointed  Senator  from  Missouri,  has 
just  returned  from  Northeastern  Arkansas.  He  informs  me  that  Mc- 
Cray has  from  1,200  to  2,000  men  in  process  of  organiijation.  Whilst  it 
will  be  difficult  to  draw  this  force  south  of  the  Arkansas,  they  are  ready 
and  anxious  to  operate  in  their  own  section  of  country.  The  enemy  draw 
their  supplies  from  White  Eiver  by  the  railroad  across  a conn try» almost 
impracticable,  as  you  know,  for  wagon  transportation.  Marmaduke  re 
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ports  ail  effective  force  of  5,000  or  G,000  cavalry.  If,  with  all  his  avail- 
able men,  Marmaduke  were  thrown  across  the  Arkansas,  by  a precon- 
certed arrangement  McCray  could  join  him,  swelling  his  force  to  some 
7,000  men.  With  this  force  he  should  break  up  the  road,  destroy  the 
rolling  stock,  and  maintain  himself  in  the  country  as  long  as  possible, 
doing  all  in  his  power  to  break  the  communications  of  the  enemy  en- 
tirely. This,  if  the  river  does  not  soon  rise,  may  compel  the  evacuation 
of  Little  Eock.  You  might  co-operate  with  Marmaduke  in  his  opera- 
tions by  threatening  Little  Eock  with  your  infantry  force.  This  is  the 
only  feasible  plan  of  operations  that  suggests  itself  to  me,  unless  the 
enemy  has  greatly  weakened  his  force  by  sending  re-enforcements  to 
Eosecrans. 

The  importance  of  accurate  and  complete  information  from  within  the 
enemy’s  lines  is  so  great  that  I will  again  urge  upon  you  to  spare  neither 
trouble  nor  expense  in  obtaining  it.  Any  successful  plan  of  operations 
must  be  based  upon  accurate  knowledge  of  the  enemy’s  strength  and 
movements.  From  your  reports  I am  uncertain  as  to  the  enemy’s  force, 
and  cannot  tell  whether  he  has  been  weakened  or  re-enforced  since  his 
occupation  of  Little  Eock.  If  he  has  been  largely  drawn  upon  for  re- 
enforcements,  and  is  not  numerically  stronger  than  yourself,  I would 
recommend  the  occupation  of  Pine  Bluff'  with  your  whole  force  and  the 
operation  with  a portion  of  your  cavalry  upon  the  enemy’s  communica- 
tions. This  will  force  the  enemy  either  to  evacuate  Little  Eock  or  to  move 
down  and  attack  you  in  position.  You  can  subsist  yourself  from  the  val- 
ley of  the  Lower  Arkansas,  and,  should  you  decline  giving  battle,  have 
a safe  line  of  retreat  (even  though  the  river  rose)  by  Monticello,  along 
Bayou  Bartholomew  to  Monroe,  through  a country  abundant  in  supplies. 

Taylor  and  Magruder  both  have  their  hands  full,  and  will  be  occupied 
during  the  winter  j but  even  could  re-enforcements  be  drawn  from  either, 
the  distance  is  so  great  that  they  could  not  be  made  available  for  a winter 
campaign.  I have  thrown  out  these  suggestions,  and  wish  you  to  give 
me  your  views  and  determinations  as  early  as  practicable.  I desire,  pre- 
viously to  any  movement,  to  come  up  and  see  the  troops  and  remain  a 
short  time  with  them. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

[E.  KIEBY  SMITH,] 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

JDoaJcsville,  November  30,  1863. 

Gov.  Samuel  Garland: 

Governor  : I have  received  a communication  from  headquarters 
Trans-Mississippi  Department,  informing  me  that  ammunition  has  been 
sent  to  Bonham,  Tex.,  for  the  use  of  the  Choctaw  militia,  to  be  drawn 
on  requisitions  approved  by  myself — the  ammunition  consists  of  pow- 
der, lead,  caps,  and  flints;  also  that  you  had  been  recommended  to  organ- 
ize aU  within  certain  ages  (eighteen  and  forty-five)  into  regiments  for  the 
Confederate  service,  and  those  under  and  over  these  ages  into  companies 
for  local  defense.  The  ammunition  ordered  for  this  purpose  has  not  yet 
arrived,  but,  no  doubt,  will  soon.  In  the  mean  time  there  is  sufficient 
at  Washita,  as  I directed  my  ordnance  officer  to  inform  you  last  month. 
The  sooner  all  the  available  force  of  the  Choctaw  Nation  is  put  in  readi- 
ness the  better.  The  indications  from  the  north  leave  it  doubtful 
whether  or  not  the  enemy  will  advance  from  Fort  Smith  to  Eed  Eiver 
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this  winter.  Should  they  do  so,  all  possible  force  will  be  required  very 
soon.  I hear  nothing  of  arras,  though  our  wants  in  that  respect  have 
been  represented  to  General  Smith.  I shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from 
you,  with  any  suggestions  you  may  make  with  reference  to  the  defense 
of  this  district. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General j Comdg.  District  of  the  Indian  Territory. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Doaksville,  JSFovemher  30, 18G3. 

Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Adjutant- General,  Trans-Mississippi  Department  : 

Colonel  : The  accumulating  force  of  the  enemy  at  Fort  Smith  gives 
me  much  uneasiness.  He  is  pushing  his  scouts  southward,  and  some  of 
his  infantry  have  moved  as  far  as  Waldron,  some  50  miles.  His  cavalry 
force  is  four  or  five  regiments,  with  which  a raid  can  at  any  time  be  made 
to  Eed  Kiver  without  serious  opposition.  General  McCulloch  informs 
me  that  most  of  the  troops  from  his  district  have  gone  to  the  coast.  He, 
therefore,  can  render  but  little  assistance.  General  Magruder  appears 
to  underrate  the  importance  of  the  Northern  Sub-District  and  the  dan- 
ger to  which  it  is  exposed. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General,  Comdg.  District  of  the  Indian  Territory. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Doalcsville,  November  30,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Gano,  Commanding : 

General  : All  the  reports  I get  from  the  direction  of  Fort  Smith, 
though  conflicting,  leave  the  impression  that  preparations  are  now  being 
made  for  a move  toward  Eed  Eiver.  It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to 
exercise  great  vigilance,  keep  up  a constant  communication  with  the 
partisan  companies,  and  employ,  if  possible,  spies  to  learn  the  true  state 
of  affairs.  If,  as  is  stated,  a depot  of  supplies  is  being  made  at  Wal- 
dron, it  can  be  ascertained ; perhaps  they  are  only  foraging.  Scrutinize 
closely  every  report  you  get.  Let  me  hear  from  you  frequently. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-General. 

P.  S. — Should  Caddo  Springs  be  too  far  for  a courier  to  ride  rapidly, 
leave  a small  party  at  an  intermediate  point. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Doalcsville,  November  30,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Gano,  Commanding,  &c.: 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  direct,  in  pursuance  of  instructions 
from  department  headquarters,  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Showalter  be 
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ordered  to  report  iii  person  with  his  battalion  to  Brig.  Gen.  H.  E.  Mc- 
Culloch, commanding  Northern  Sub-District  of  Texas.  The  general 
commanding  directs  that  a detachment  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Show- 
alter’s  battalion,  of  at  least  30  men,  be  sent  to  Fort  Washita,  C.  N.,  for 
the  purpose  of  guarding  certain  prisoners,  now  in  confinement  there, 
from  that  post  to  Bonham,  Tex.  The  officer  commanding  the  detach- 
ment will  report  at  these  headquarters  for  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  DUYAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaetees  Disteict  of  the  Indian  Teeeitoey, 

Doalisville^  November  30, 1863. 

Brigadier- Gen  era!  Gano,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

Geneeal:  The  order  conveyed  in  my  communication  of  the  28th 
instant,  directing  you  to  send  a company  from  your  brigade  to  these 
headquarters  for  the  protection  of  the  public  property,  &c.,  is  hereby 
countermanded. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Steele: 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  District  of  Arkansas,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Gen.  TheopMlus 
* H.-  Holmes,  for  November,  1863 ; headquarters  Camden,  Ark. 


Command. 


Price’s  division 

Fawn’s  command 

Marmaduke’s  division  ( cavalry) 

Brooks’  command  of  cavalry 

Newton’s  brigade 

Carter’s  command 

Total 


Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Pieces  of 
artilleiy. 

Officers. 

Men. 

2 

Mountain. 

416 

164 

353 

38 

33 

13 

4, 416 
1,  629 
3,  357 
362 
416 
174 

5, 795 
2, 257 
4,  482 
431 
587 
353 

9, 770 
5, 396 
7,  525 
730 
1,  563 
639 

16 

12 

4 

1,  017 

10, 354 

13, 905 

25,  623 

28 

4 

Headquaetees  Teans-Mississippi  Depaetment, 

Shreveport,  La.,  December  2,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  District  of  Arlmnsas : 

Geneeal  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a communication 
from  Major  Sparks,*  relative  to  the  shooting  of  a Confederate  enroll- 
iog  officer  in  General  [Frederick]  Steele’s  department.  The  lieutenant- 
general  commanding  directs  that  you  investigate  the  matter.  Find  out 
if  the  facts  are  as  stated,  and  report  the  result  as  soon  as  practicable. 


Not  found. 
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If  these  statements  are  true,  the  commanding  general  puriioses  to  call 
upon  General  Steele  for  an  avowal  or  disavowal  of  the  act. 

I am,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  CUNNINGHAM, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camj). 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Loaksville,  (7.  A.,  December  2,  1803. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes  : 

General  : The  Federal  force  at  Fort  Smith  has  been  augmented  to 
at  least  5,000,  of  which  four  or  five  regiments  are  cavalry.  They  have 
pushed  forw^ard  a considerable  portion  of  that  force  as  far  as  Waldron, 
from  which  point  they  make  a raid  to  Eed  Eiver,  at  Lanesport  and 
Mill  Creek,  or  they  may  go  down  in  the  direction  of  Washington,  and 
trouble  your  communications,  in  case  you  come  far  in  advance  of  that 
place.  To  oppose  a movement  from  them,  I have  only  one  small  bri- 
gade, with  less  than  1,000  men,  under  General  Gano.  Gan  you  not 
strengthen  General  Gano  temporarily  with  two  or  three  regiments  of 
cavalry  (Monroe’s  for  one,  as  they  know  the  country),  until  this  advance 
force  can  be  driven  back,  and  the  depots  which  they  are  making  can  be 
destroyed?  The  force  you  send  can  return  direct  from  Waldron,  or  by 
the  way  of  Dardanelle,  where  there  is  a small  force  of  the  enemy. 

I know  nothing  of  your  situation,  or  even  your  exact  locality. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Doalcsville,  December  2,  1863. 

B;?ig;  Gen.  E.  M.  Gano  : 

General  : All  the  information  I receive  leads  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  enemy  has  withdrawn  all  of  his  white  troops  from  Fort  Gibson  to 
Fort  Smith.  He  has  now  at  that  place  a cavalry  force  of  five  regi- 
ments— Second  and  Sixth  Kansas,  Third  Wisconsin,  First  Arkansas, 
and  part  or  the  whole  of  the  Second  Arkansas ; and  the  Eighteenth 
Iowa  is  somewhere  about,  on  the  line  below,  I believe.  This  force  can 
give  us  much  [trouble]  on  Eed  Eiver,  even  if  an  advance  in  force  is  not 
contemplated.  Colonel  McCurtin  [J.  McCurtaiu],  Choctaw  militia,  writes 
General  Cooper  that  he  expects  to  have  1,500  Choctaws  assembled  on 
the  1st  of  December,  1,000  of  them  as  infantry.  I regret  that  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Showalter’s  command  has  been  withdrawn  at  this  time, 
but  I believe  in  obeying  orders.  The  company  sent  here  will  go  back 
and  drive  the  beef,  except  the  small  detail  sent  to  Washita  for  the  pris- 
oner of  Hardeman’s  regiment.  I send  to  you  a deaf  and  dumb  man, 
who  represents  that  he  is  direct  from  Fort  Smith;  that  he  was  sent 
there  by  Fitz williams.  He  has  been  known  to  Dr.  Duval  and  others 
for  the  last  four  years ; yet  his  story  is  so  inconsistent  in  many  respects, 
that  I am  inclined  to  believe  that  he  has  been  sent  out  as  a spy.  Kee]) 
him  until  Fitzwilliams  can  be  heard  from. 

I wish  you  would  send  to  Washington,  Ark.,  to  ascertain  the  dis- 
tance and  the  mail  facilities  from  that  place  to  Shreveport.  I send  an 
open  letter  to  General  Holmes,  which  please  seal  after  reading,  and 
send  it  by  a courier. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  STEELE 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 
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Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

No.  222.  I Camp  Bragg,  Decemher  2,  1863. 

* * * * * * * 

HI.  Capt.  S.  T.  Kuffner,  with  his  company  of  light  artillery,  is  re- 
lieved from  duty  with  Marmaduke’s  division  cavalry.  He  will  turn 
over  his  guns  to  Captain  [Joseph]  Bledsoe,  and  report  with  his  com- 
mand to  Major-General  Price  for  assignment  to  duty  with  the  battery 
of  pieces  now  commanded  by  Captain  Yon  Phul,  Drayton’s  brigade. 

lY.  Brigadier-General  Marmaduke,  commanding  cavalry  division, 
will  place  the  held  battery,  turned  over  by  Capt.  S.  T.  Kuflner,  in  charge 
of  Captain  Bledsoe  and  his  company,  now  serving  with  Shelby’s  bri- 
gade. 

Y.  Major-General  Price  will  direct  the  men  transferred  to  Yon  Phiil’s 
battery  light  artillery  from  infantry  regiments,  to  rejoin  their  respective 
commands  as  soon  as  relieved  by  Capt.  S.  T.  Euffner  and  his  company. 
* * *•#*** 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  : 

J.  F.  BELTON, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Confidential.]  Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  December  3,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  Commanding  District  of  Arkansas  : 

General  : Your  letter  of  2d  December  is  received.  I leave  imme- 
diately for  Alexandria,  and  expect  to  return  Tuesday  next.  A personal 
interview  with  General  Taylor  regarding  the  movement  of  re-enforce- 
ments from  Louisiana  to  Texas  necessarily  takes  me  to  Alexandria.  On 
my  return  I will  proceed  immediately  to  your  headquarters.  I n the  mean 
time  make  all  your  arrangements  and  dispositions  for  carrying  out  the 
plan  of  operations  you  may  adopt.  The  question  of  supplies  and  trans- 
portation will  be  the  greatest  difficulty  to  be  encountered.  I know  not 
what  your  resources  are,  nor  whether  you  can  calculate  ux)on  rapidly 
accumulating  the  necessary  supplies  in  the  country  you  may  advance 
in.  If  a move  on  Pine  Bluffi  is  determined  uiion,  I think  the  force  under 
McCray  could  be  made  a valuable  auxiliary.  He  should  be  prepared 
in  advance,  and,  acting  in  connection  with  even  a small  brigade  of  cav- 
alry sent  north  of  the  Arkansas,  could  operate  on  the  enemy’s  commu- 
nications, engage  his  attention  north  of  the  Arkansas,  and  create  a 
favorable  diversion  for  the  expedition.  Efficient  officers  or  agents 
should  be  sent  into  Eastern  Arkansas,  and  supplies  should  be  collected 
on  the  route  between  Pine  Bluff  and  the  Washita  Eiver,  via  Monticello. 
Arrangements  should  also  be  made  for  the  safe  and  expeditious  cross- 
ing of  the  \Yashita  by  your  command  below  the  mouth  of  the  Saline. 
You  may  be  compelled  to  take  this  line  in  falling  back,  either  from  the 
flooding  of  the  streams  or  the  overpowering  numbers  of  the  enemy. 
Steamboats  should  be  collected  at  the  point  you  propose  recrossing  the 
Washita,  and  if  a temporary  bridge  could  be  constructed  with  these 
boats  it  would  be  advisable.  I am  expecting  daily  the  arrival  of  one 
thousand  two  hundred  Enfield  rifles,  now  en  route  from  Navasota  to 
this  i)oint.  They  will  be  immediately  pushed  on  to  your  command. 
General  Dockery’s  men  should  be  first  armed,  and  his  command  will  be 
placed  at  your  disx)Osal  as  infantry.  The  remainder  of  the  arms  can  be 
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disposed  of  as  may  be  most  advisable.  I shall  try  and  meet  you  at  your 
headquarter^,  or  at  Louisville,  on  next  Thursday. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.j  December  3,  1863. 
Col.  Isaac  E.  Harrison,  Vienna,  La.  : 

Colonel  : I inclose  you  copies  of  two  communications  from  General 
J.  E.  Johnston  to  Lieutenant-General  Smith,*  the  nature  of  which  you 
will  at  once  perceive.  Lieutenant-General  Smith  directs  me  to  say  he 
wishes  you  to  take  charge  of  the  crossing  of  these  arms.  Trusting  to 
your  own  energy  and  activity,  he  feels  confident  that  a business  so 
important  could  not  be  placed  in  better  hands.  He  wishes  you  to  put 
yourself  at  once  in  communication  with  General  Johnston,  that  the 
time  and  place  of  crossing  may  be  definitely  settled  upon.  It  will  be 
necessary  for  you  to  take  30  wagons,  and,  if  they  cannot  be  otherwise 
obtained,  those  belonging  to  regiments  must  be  taken.  If  necessary, 
you  must  use  your  whole  force  to  cover  the  crossing  and  conveying  of 
these  arms  within  our  lines.  They  will  be  delivered  at  Vienna,  when 
further  orders  will  be  given.  The  lieutenant-general  commanding 
desires  me  to  impress  upon  you  the  importance  of  keeping  this  matter 
as  secret  as  possible.  Capt.  A.  H.  Baker  is  ordered  to  report  to  you  as 
agent  for  the  Ordnance  Department,  and,  after  the  wagons  are  loaded, 
will,  under  your  directions,  have  special  charge  of  the  train. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  AKDERSOK, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Ko.  60.  1 Shreveport,  La.,  December  3,  1863. 

I.  On  the  first  day  of  each  month  officers  of  the  subsistence  depart- 
ment will  make  a list  of  prices  of  the  stores  on  hand,  which  will  be  the 
ruling  prices  for  the  month  for  sales  and  for  invoices.  The  basis  for 
these  prices  must  be  the  average  first  cost  of  the  articles  respectively. 
If  the  articles  received  are  of  the  tax  in  kind,  their  value  will  be  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  schedule  of  prices  as  arranged  by  the  board  of  com- 
missioners for  the  State,  appointed  pursuant  to  the  impressment  act, 
published  in  General  Orders,  No.  37,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraFs 
Ofiice,  Richmond,  Ya.,  April  6,  1863. 

II.  For  service  with  troops  in  the  field,  herders  for  beef-cattle,  when 
required,  will  be  obtained  by  details  from  the  cavalry  force  serving  with 
the  troops.  At  depots,  herders  (non-conscripts)  will  be  hired  and  suit- 
able horses  or  mules  and  equipments  for  them  obtained  by  transfer  from 
the  quartermaster’s  department,  when  practicable.  For  this  i)urpose 
the  officer  of  the  subsistence  department  in  charge  of  the  depot  shall 
make  requisition  on  the  local  officer  of  the  quartermaster’s  department 
having  charge  of  the  kinds  of  property  required,  and,  upon  certificate 
of  the  latter  that  it  is  not  practicable  to  furnish  them,  the  officer  of  the 
subsistence  department  is  authorized  to  purchase.  The  requisition  so 
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certified  shall  be  attached  to  the  account  for  the  expenditures,  as  part 
of  the  voucher  therefor. 

111.  The  ration  of  fresh  beef  is  one  pound  and  a quarter  for  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department.  The  reduction  of  the  ration  of  suj^ar  to 
six  pounds  per  hundred  rations  will  go  into  effect  on  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1864. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDERSOK, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

JSTo.  208.  j Shreveport^  La.,  December  3,  1863. 

* * * * * * * 

X.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley,  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate  States, 
will  iH’Oceed  to  Richmond,  Ya.,  and  on  his  arrival  at  that  point  will  re- 
port to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  of  the  Confederate  States 
Army. 

XI.  Paragraph  YI,  Special  Orders,  Xo.  202,  current  series,  depart- 
ment headquarters,  is  revoked.  Brig.  Gen.  P.  O.  Hubert,  Provisional 
Army  of  the  Confederate  States,  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Afagru- 
der,  commanding  District  of  Texas,  &c.,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

* * * * * t- 

XYI.  So  much  of  Paragraph  I,  Special  Orders,  Xo.  194,  current  series, 
from  department  headquarters,  as  directs  Brig.  Gen.  T.  X.  Waul  to  re- 
mount his  command  and  report  to  Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  com- 
manding District  of  Arkansas,  is  hereby  revoked.  Brigadier- General 
Waul  will  report  to  Alajor-General  Magruder,  commanding  District  of 
Texas,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith: 

S.  S.  AXDERSOX, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Trans-AIississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  December  5,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  T.  P.  Dockery, 

Commanding  Brigade,  Washington,  Arh. : 

General:  The  lieutenant-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  it 
is  his  i)urpose  to  put  your  command  into  active  service  immediately. 
He  directs  that  you  quietly,  but  promptly,  draw  in  and  prepare  for  the 
field  all  tlie  men  of  your  command  within  your  reach.  Arms  will  be 
immediately  sent  to  General  Holmes,  with  which  your  command  will  be 
first  supplied. 

The  lieutenant-general  instructs  me  to  say,  further,  that  the  whole  of 
your  command  will  serve  as  infantry,  even  should  a portion  of  it  have 
been  mounted.  He  desires  all  your  preparations  made  with  the  utmost' 
dispatch,  but  without  attracting  attention. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.E.  CUXXIXGHAAI, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide  de-Gamp. 

P.  S. — General  Smith  is  absent  at  General  Taylor’s  headquarters,  but 
will  return  in  five  or  six  days. 


Chai>.  XXXIV.]  CORKESPONDENCE^  ETC. — CONFEDERATE.  1089 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

BoaJcsville,  December  5,  18G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  K.  M.  Gano  : 

General  : Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  was  received  last  night. 
In  reference  to  the  stragglers  through  the  country,  I wish  all  of  them 
arrested,  and,  when  you  have  a party  sufficient  to  guarantee  it,  send  a 
guard  with  them  to  the  nearest  command  of  General  Holmes’  troops, 
at  least  such  as  claim  to  belong  to  Shelby’s,  or  any  other  command 
serving  in  that  army.  Make  a detail  of  one  man,  as  you  propose,  to  go 
to  get  clothing  for  each  company.  Dr.  Hart  arrived  yesterday  from 
Fort  Smith.  He  reports  the  enemy’s  force  at  between  5,000  and  6,000. 
They  have  sent  back  the  train  which  arrived  on  the  13th  ultimo;  con- 
sequently I infer  that  they  do  not  contemplate  an  immediate  advance 
with  the  whole  force.  They  may,  however,  make  raids,  as  they  have  a 
large  cavalry  force.  Dr.  Hart  has  been  in  charge  of  our  hospital  at  Fort 
Smith.  The  re-enforcements  brought  by  General  McNeil  he  states  at 
1 ,000  or  1,200,  and  the  force  that  moved  out  to  attack  us  on  James’  Fork 
at  4,000.  The  force  at  Waldron  he  does  not  know  exactly.  The  First 
Arkansas  Infantry  he  knows  is  there.  A negro  regiment  had  been  sent 
out,  as  well  as  a portion  of  the  Second  Kansas,  but  whether  these  last 
remain  he  does  not  know. 

Eespectfully, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

' Shreveport^  La.^  December  6,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes  : 

General:  Several  communications  of  recent  date  froin  General 
Steele  have  been  received,  stating  that  the  enemy,  with  about  three 
regiments  of  cavalry  and  a battery,  have  advanced  below  Waldron,  and 
were  on  what  was  known  as  the  Line  road,  between  Texas  and  Arkan- 
sas. General  Blunt  has  .also  recently  received  a small  re- enforcement. 
General  Steele  is  of  the  opinion  that  they  meditate  a cavalry  raid. 
Under  the  circumstances.  General  Smith  directs  me  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  their  movements,  that  you  may  take  such  steps  to  co-operate 
with  General  Steele  as  will  defeat  the  designs  of  the  enemy. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  WEST, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Briu.,  First  Div.,  Army  of  Texas, 

Camp  Garland,  near  Lanesport,  December  6,  1863. 
Lieutenant-General  Holmes, 

Commanding  Department  of  Arhansas,  &c.  ; 

Dear  Sir  : I send  you,  per  courier,  a communication  from  General 
Steele  on  the  subject  of  re-enforcements. 

My  scout  went  several  days  since  to  within  8 miles  of  Waldron,  and 
learned  that  the  enemy’s  force  there  was  about  1,500  ; 800  blacks  and 
700  whites.  I learned  last  night  that  they  were  re-enforcing  there  with 
the  troops  from  Gibson,  Van  Buren,  and  Fort  Smith,  with  a very  heavy 
wagon  train  (nearly  300  wagons).  This  looks  like  preparations  for  a 
69  R R —VOL  XXII,  PT  II 


1090  MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 

movement  down  the  Line  road.  I am  encamped  within  1 mile  of  S.  D. 
road,  and  shall  await,  with  anxiety,  your  reply.  If  you  can  give  me 
force  sufficient,  I will  move  upon  Waldron  and  drive  them  from  their 
position.  If  you  can  furnish  me,  let  the  re-enforcements  be  all  cavalry 
or  mounted  men.  I am  j)erfectly  safe  in  the  move  with  cavalry,  as  I 
shall  take  no  wagons  and  only  light  artillery. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  M.  GANG, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Cabell’s  Brigade, 

In  Camp^  December  8,  1863 — 11.30  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke, 

Commanding  Division  of  Cavalry  : 

General  : I have  just  learned  from  Captain  [E.  T.]  Banks,  Twentieth 
Arkansas  Volunteers,  who  has  just  arrived  from  the  neighborhood  of  Ben-, 
ton,  that  the  Federals  re-enforced  that  place  last  Saturday  with  at  least 

4.000  cavalry  and  500  infantry,  as  they  were  under  the  impression  that 
our  troops  were  advancing.  He  says  that  their  main  force  is  evidently 
at  that  place.  He  also  thinks  that  they  have  only  2,500  infantry,  all 
told.  He  got  his  information  from  a good  Southern  man,  and  is  himself 
a very  reliable  man,  and  is  a good  judge  of  troops,  as  far  as  numbers  are 
concerned.  A Eederal  major  told  this  citizen  that  they  heard  we  had 

15.000  men,  and,  if  that  was  so,  that  they  did  not  have  more  than  half 
that  number.  My  opinion  is  that  Davidson  is  in  command,  and  that 
they  will  make  a strong  stand  there,  and,  if  driven  from  there,  will  evacu- 
ate Little  Eock.  As  they  are  there  in  larger  force,  I do  not  think  that 
it  would  be  advisable  to  make  the  attack  spoken  of  by  General  Holmes, 
but  that  we  should  flank  them  at  once  and  drive  them  out  their  breast- 
works, which  some  reports  say  are  rather  extensive,  as  the  sacrifice  of 
life  in  the  event  of  an  attack  would  be  too  great  to  risk.  The  Federals 
report  another  fight  between  Bragg  and  Thomas,  but  will  not  speak  of 
the  result. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  at  Benton  may  be  safely  put  down  at  4,000 
cavalry,  500  infantry,  and  a battery  of  artillery,  six  pieces. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant,* 

W.  L.  CABELL, 

Brigadier- General. 

P.  S. — Five  hundred  Federals  came  through  Caddo  Gap  Friday,  and 
went  in  the  direction  of  Mount  Ida,  where  their  train  was.  I believe 
that  these  troops  are  coming  by  Hot  Springs  to  re-enforce  General  [F.] 
Steele  either  at  Little  Eock  or  Benton. 


Headquarters  Cabell’s  Brigade, 

In  Camp,  December  8,  1863. 

Major  [Henry]  Ewing, 

Adjutant- General,  Marmadulce’s  Division  : 

General:  From  information  received  since  I wrote  you  at  4 p.  m., 
from  a citizen  living  at  Eockport,  the  Federals  that  were  on  the  road 
leading  from  Tulip  to  Eockport,  in  the  eastern  part  of  Hot  Springs, 
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formed  a junction  witli  those  sent  direct  from  Benton.  This  force  is 
estimated  at  3,500  cavalry  and  a battery  of  artillery.  The  greater  por- 
tion of  this  force  evidently  came  down  as  far  as  Easby’s,  and  will  camp 
there  to-night.  I have  a scout  out  on  each  side  of  the  river,  one  sent 
out  early  this  morning  and  one  at  4 p.  m.  Neither  of  these  have  reported. 
I am  looking,  however,  for  a report  hourly.  The  citizen  from  Kock- 
port  stated  that  the  Eederals  told  him  yesterday,  at  5 p.  m.,  that  they 
were  going  to  Arkadelphia  about  2 p.  m.  to-day.  A lieutenant,  1 ser- 
geant, and  2 privates  deserted  from  Witherspoon^s  battalion,  and  have, 
I am  confident,  gone  to  the  Eederals.  It  was  reported  to  me  also  that 
5 negroes  had  deserted  from  your  brigade,  and  have  not  been  recap- 
tured. They  have  evidently  learned  our  position  from  those  negroes, 
as  the  negroes  were  known  to  be  there.  I am  convinced  that  it  is  their 
intention  to  move  in  two  columns,  one  of  2,000  cavalry  over  the  road 
to  Spoon ville,  and  one  of  1,800  to  Arkadelphia,  to  attack  me.  I may  be 
wrong,  and  they  ma/not  cross  the  Washita  at  all;  such,  however,  is  my 
opinion.  I shall  accordingly  cook  one  day^s  rations,  and  have  my  train 
ready  to  move  to  the  rear,  taking  the  road  leading  to  your  headquarters, 
should  it  be  found  necessary  to  send  it  off.  I wrote  to  you  that  I would 
send  the  train  by  HowelPs  Bridge,  but  since  writing  my  quartermaster 
has  returned,  and  reports  that  the  train  can  be  taken  the  direct  road  to 
your  headquarters.  I will,  therefore,  abandon  the  idea  of  sending  it  by 
HowelPs  Bridge,  unless  you  should  order  the  contrary. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  CABELL, 

Brigadier ‘ General^  Commanding  Brigade, 

P.  S. — In  the  event  of  my  having  to  send  my  train' to  the  rear,  I would 
like  to  have  my  brigade  quartermaster.  Please  let  me  know. 


Headquaeters  Careless  Brigade, 

Deeember  9,  [1863] — 7 p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke,  Commanding  Cavalry  Bivision : 

General  : The  scout  I sent  in  the  direction  of  Kockport  returned 
this  afternoon,  having  been  within  6 miles  of  that  place.  Dr.  Gray, 
whom  you  may  probaWy  know,  living  within  a mile  of  Kockport,  told 
the  lieutenant  in  command  of  the  scout  that  the  Eederals  left  them  day 
before  yesterday  at  11  o’clock,  taking  the  road  to  Tulip.  They  had  2,500 
cavalry  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  and  stated  to  Dr.  Gray  that  they 
were  going  to  Camden.  Captain  McMurtrey  reported  that  they  had  no 
artillery.  He  probably  saw  only  their  advance  guard.  I inclose  you  a 
note  received  from  Lieutenant  Perry,*  who  is  now  on  the  Princeton  road. 
About  200  Eederals  did  come  to  [illegible]  yesterday,  fed  their  horses, 
and  left  at  once  for  Tulip.  Dr.  Gray  reports  that  they  fed  from  his  corn, 
and  what  they  did  not  feed  they  destroyed.  Treated  his  son-in-law 
(Miller)  in  the  same  way.  I am  inclined  to  think  they  have  gone  to  Cam- 
den, and  that  they  will  take  the  Pine  Bluff  road  from  there.  No  Eed- 
erals in  Kockport;  If  they  are  as  strong  as  reported,  they  may  attempt 
to  get  between  us  and  the  infantry. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  CABELL, 

* Brigadier-General^  Commanding. 


Not  found. 
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Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport^  La.,  December  10,  1863. 
Col.  Isaac  F.  Harrison,  Vienna,  La. : 

Colonel  : The  lieutenant-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
twenty-six  thousand  stand  of  arms  have  been  sent  from  Kichmond  for 
this  depot.  Maj.  Thomas  [H.]  Price,  who  is  in  charge  of  them,  will  have 
them  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  by  December  25.  He 
will  approach  the  river  at  several  different  points,  all  opposite  the  Ar- 
kansas shore.  He  proposes  to  cross  them  below  Catfish  Point,  at  such 
point  in  Chicot)  County  as  may  be  found  best.  General  Smith  wishes  to 
intrust  you  with  the  important  duty  of  assisting  Major  Price  and  remov- 
ing these  arms  to  Monroe.  By  way  of  Bastrop  will  j^robably  be  the* best 
route.  This,  however,  the  commanding  general  leaves  to  your  judg- 
ment. He  desires  you  to  put  yourself  without  delay  in  communication 
with  Major  Price,  who  at  this  time  is  probably  in  Meridian.  It  would 
be  well  to  send  a messenger — a good,  reliable  man — to  Major  Price,  and 
have  a thorough  understanding  with  him  about  the  time  and  mode  of 
crossing.  It  will  be  necessary  to  secure  at  least  100  wagons,  perhaps 
more. 

The  lieutenant-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  an  efficient, 
reliable  officer  into  Ashley,  Drew,  and,  if  necessary,  other  adjacent 
counties,  for  the  i)urpose  of  impressing  them.  The  object  for  which 
they  are  taken  should  be  kept  profoundly  secret.  The  people  should  be 
led  to  suppose  they  are  temporarily  needed  by  General  Holmes,  or  for 
some  other  than  the  real  purpose. 

Major  Capers  is  recommended  by  Senator  [C.  B.]  Mitchell  for  this 
duty,  as  being  qualified  for  it  by  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  country 
and  people. 

xAbove  all  things,  colonel,  the  general  directs  me  to  impress  upon  you 
the  importance  of  secrecy  in  this  whole  affair  j not  only  in  making  your 
own  arrangements,  but  in  communicating  with  Major  Price,  every  pre- 
caution should  be  taken  to  prevent  suspicion  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
or  even  of  our  own  people.  The  safe  anival  in  this  department  of  these 
arms  is  regarded  at  the  War  Department,  and  by  the  President,  as  of 
the  first  importance,  and  some  anxiety  is  felt  on  their  account.  The 
commanding  general  instructs  me  to  say  he  has,  therefore,  intrusted  it 
to  you,  relying  imidicitly  upon  your  judgment  and  energy,  in  which, 
from  your  i)ast  efficiency  and  the  success  with  which  you  have  dis- 
charged the  various  duties  devolving  upon  you,  he  has  the  highest 
confidence. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  CUNNINGHAM, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide  de-Gamp. 


[Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department,] 

Shreveport,  La.,  December  10,  1863. 
Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  Camden,  Arh. : 

General  Smith  directs  that  if  Brooks’  command  is  as  strong  as  the 
Texas  brigade,  you  order  that  to  report  to  General  Steele.  If  necessary, 
send  the  Texas  brigade  also. 

Bespectfiilly, 

S.  S.  ANDEESON, 

Assistant  Ad jutant^  General. 
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[Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department,] 

Shreveport,  La.,  December  10,  18G3. 

Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  Camden: 

Lieutenant-General  Smith  will  leave  here  on  Saturday  for  your  head- 
quarters. He  directs  you  to  send  the  Texas  brigade,  which  was  to  op- 
erate on  the  Mississippi,  to  re-enforce  General  Steele  at  once.  Let  the 
new  Texas  regiment,  which  has  been  formed,  be  sent  also. 

Kespectfully, 

S.  S.  A^TDERSOl^, 

, ' Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Headquarters  Trans-AIississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  December  10,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Steele, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General  : The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  state  to  you  that 
Colonel  Carter’s  Texas  cavalry  brigade  has  been  ordered  to  you,  audit 
is  hoped  that,  with  this  re- enforcement,  you  will  be  able  to  hold  the 
enemy  in  check  for  the  present.  A movement  is  now  being  made  by 
our  forces  in  the  direction  of  Pine  Bluff  and  Little  Eock,  and  the  com- 
manding general  will  leave  in  a few  days  for  the  headquarters  of  Gen- 
eral Holmes.  He  wishes  you  to  keep  him  advised  of  the  movements  of 
the  enemy  in  your  front,  and  also  of  the  strength  and  disposition  of 
your  own  forces,  and  hold  yourself  to  co-operate  with  him  should  it  be- 
come necessary.  The  effect  of  this  movement  will  be  felt  by  the  latter 
part  of  this  month,  and  may,  in  the  end,  prove  to  be  the  most  effectual 
mode  of  relieving  you,  if  successful. 

I remain,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  WEST, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters  Cabell’s  Brigade, 

December  10,  1863 — 12.30  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  AIarmaduke, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division  : 

General  : The  Eederals  were  at  Tulip  yesterday  at  11  o’clock,  1,500 
strong,  with  eight  pieces  of  artillery.  I have  just  seen  a man  belonging 
to  Bogan’s  regiment,  in  General  Fagan’s  command,  who  gives  me  the 
information.  He  states  that  the  citizens  told  him  that  the  Eederals 
stated  that  they  were  coming  to  Arkadelphia.  I shall  make  every  ar- 
rangement to  receive  them,  and  shall  send  my  trains  back  direct  to  your 
headquarters,  and  shall  fall  back  that  road  if  driven  back.  I have  not 
more  than  350  men,  besides  the  pickets  and  scouts  that  I have  out.  ' I 
think  that  your  brigade  had  better  move  up  to  this  side  of  the  bottom. 
They  may  not  come  here,  but  I am  confident  that  they  are  on  the  road 
now. 

Respectfully, 

W.  L.  CABELL, 

Brigadier- General. 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  61.  j Shreveport^  La.,  December  10, 1863. 

I.  Maj.  George  Williamson,  assistant  adjutant- general,  is  relieved  as 
assistant  inspector-general,  and  assigned  to  duty  in  the  office  of  the 
adjutant-general,  department  headquarters. 

IL  Maj.  John  A.  Buckner,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is  assigned  to 
duty  in  the  inspector-generaPs  department,  and  will  report  to  Col.  Ben 
Allston,  inspector-general. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDEESON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Doahsville,  December  11, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  M.  Gano,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  say  that  the 
position  you  are  occupying  at  present  he  considers  too  far  to  the  south, 
and  he  therefore  desires  that  you  should  move  your  camp  somewhat 
north  of  your  present  location  to  Little  Eiver,  where  he  understands 
forage  can  be  procured  without  much  difficulty.  A suitable  point  on 
that  stream  north  of  where  you  now  are,  and  more  directly  east  of 
Doaksville,  will  give  you  a better  opportunity  of  watching  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  and  checking  any  raids  or  scouts  that  may  be  made 
down  the  Line  road  or  in  the  country  contiguous. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  DDVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  214.  f Shreveport,  December  11,  1863. 

* * * * * * * 

X.  Brig.  Gen.  William  Steele  having  applied  to  be  relieved  from  the 
command  of  the  Indian  Territory,  Paragraph  I,  Special  Orders,  No. 
207,  is  revoked,  and  Brig.  Gen.  S.  B.  Maxey  is  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand thereof.  In  relieving  General  Steele  the  lieutenant-general 
commanding  deems  it  a proper  occasion  to  express  his  satisfaction 
with  the  manner  in  which  that  officer  has  conducted  the  affairs  of  the 
Indian  Territory  amid  all  the  embarrassments  that  surrounded  him, 
and,  in  assigning  him  to  other  duty,  does  so  with  unabated  confidence 
in  his  ability  and  patriotism. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith: 

S.  S.  ANDEESON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  December  12,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Eichard  Taylor,  Commanding  District  of  Louisiana : 

General  : I leave  this  morning  for  Camden,  headquarters  District 
of  Arkansas.  I then  am  in  telegraphic  communication  with  this  place, 
and  any  important  information  from  you  will  be  promptly  telegraphed. 
I shall  accelerate  Holmes  in  preparations,  and  will  be  ready  to  move  on 
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the  receipt  of  the  necessary  information  regarding  the  movements  of 
your  command.  The  advance  of  Holmes  from  Camden  should,  as  near 
as  practicable,  be  simultaneous  with  that  made  from  Monroe.  This  will 
cover  and  be  in  advance  of  your  movement,  and  as  Holmes^  weakness 
is  understood,  and  as  all  his'operations  are  fully  known  to  the  enemy, 
I am  in  hopes  that  he  may  be  drawn  out  from  Little  Eock,  and  drawn 
into  a general  engagement  before  he  fully  knows  the  force  brought 
against  him.  General  Holmes  does  not  yet  know  of  your  co-operation, 
nor  does  any  one  here  but  General  Boggs,  who  will  forward  in  cipher  all 
important  telegraphic  communications.  From  information  received  here, 
I hear  the  enemy  at  Little  Eock  are  weak,  and  are  strengthening  their 
position  by  works.  It  will  be  well  for  Major  [H.  T.]  Douglas  to  accom- 
pany you.  If  he  can  by  any  possibility  leave  the  defenses  below  in  such 
train  that  the  completion  can  be  prosecuted  by  his  subordinates,  his 
services  to  us  may  be  of  great  value. 

Twenty-five  thousand  stand  of  arms  have  been  forwarded,  and  are  pre- 
pared for  crossing  the  river  to  this  department.  Colonel  Harrison  has 
been  intrusted  with  the  duty  of  receiving  and  covering  their  shipment 
to  Vienna.  The  copy  of  the  instructions  to  him  will  be  forwarded  to  you. 
The  news  from  Texas  is  that  the  enemy  have  halted  in  their  advance  up 
the  coast. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

[E.  KIEBT  SMITH,] 

Lieutenant-General. 


Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  Richmond,  Becemler  12, 1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  The  inclosed  communication  from  the  leading  men  of  the  Creek 
Nation  of  Indians  to  the  President  has  been  referred  to  this  office  “ for 
report.”*  A copy  of  the  same  communication,  it  may  be  said,  was  also 
sent  by  the  Creeks  to  me.  With  regard  to  the  several  averments 
therein  set  forth,  I shall  endeavor  to  state,  in  detail,  the  facts,  so  far  as 
they  have  fallen  within  my  knowledge. 

1st.  I told  the  Creeks  in  the  interview  had  by  me  with  them  at  Fort 
Smith,  Ark.,  November  27, 1862,  after  they  had  recommended  Israel  G. 
Yore  for  the  position  of  Creek  agent,  that  I should  make  known  their 
wishes  on  the  subject  to  the  President,  who  would,  I was  assured,  give 
them  due  consideration.  Their  recommendations  were  submitted,  as 
promised,  soon  after  my  return  to  Eichmond.  About  the  time  of  my 
departure  from  this  place  to  make  my  late  visit  to  the  Indian  country 
(the  24th  of  May  last),  the  appointment  of  Creek  agent  was  conferred 
by  the  President  on  Mr.  Yore. 

2d.  There  are  two  regiments  of  Creeks  in  the  Confederate  service. 
They,  as  weU  as  the  Indian  troops  generally,  are  wretchedly  armed,  and, 
at  the  time  of  my  arrival  in  the  Indian  country,  were  poorly  supplied 
with  ammunition  and  artillery.  The  condition  of  the  Indian  troops  I 
made  known  to  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  by  letter  dated  August  8, 
1863,  a copy  of  which  is  hereto  appended,  and,  verbally  and  much  more 
elaborately,  to  Lieutenant-General  Smith,  at  Marshall,  Tex.,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  same  month.  I also  submitted  to  General  Smith,  as  an  addi- 
tional reminder  to  him  of  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  Indian  com- 
mand, a paper  similar  to  the  one  dated  August  23,  which  accompanies 
this  letter.!  General  Smith  appeared  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of 


See  Inclosure  No.  4,  p.  1107. 


t See  Inclosure  No.  2,  p.  1098. 


lOOG 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 


lioldiiig  the  Indian  country,  and  solicitous  for  the  welfare  of  its  people. 
My  representations  were  well  received,  and,  with  the  most  commenda- 
ble energy  and  promptness,  he  undertook  to  supply  the  deficiencies  in 
that  portion  of  his  department,  as  far  as  his  power  extended.  He  imme- 
diately ordered  a battery  of  four  guns  to  be  sent  to  the  Indian  country, 
which,  at  the  request  of  General  Steele,  he  subsequently  increased  to 
six,  by  the  addition  of  two  rifle  pieces.  He  also  ordered  General  Bank- 
head,  who  was  at  the  time  in  command  of  the  I^orthern  Sub-District  of 
Texas,  with  about  1,200  efficient  men,  finely  armed  and  equipped,  to 
move  up  to -the  assistance  of  General  Steele.  General  Smith  informed 
me  that  he  had  no  small-arms  to  spare,  but  expressed  the  determination 
of  furnishing  them  to  the  Indians  as  soon  as  they  could  be  had. 

3d.  The  statement  as  to  the  Creek  troops  being  ‘‘  bare-headed,  bare- 
footed, without  bread,  and  body  in  rags”  is  simply  a piece  of  the  great- 
est exaggeration.  There  have  been  times,  no  doubt,  since  this  war 
began  when  the  Indian  troops  were  in  want  of  clothing,  but  never,  I 
suppose,  of  food,  and  although  they  may  not  be  as  well  clad  now  as  is 
desired,  they  seemed  to  me  while  I was  with  them  to  be  tolerably  com- 
fortable in  this  respect.  The  Creeks,  at  any  rate,  were  as  well  clothed 
as  the  Cherokees,  and  Colonel  Watie,  in  a letter  addressed'  to  me  Au- 
gust 8, 1863,  which  has  been  made  a part  of  my  report  to  Congress,  says, 
‘G  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  my  command  has  been  better  pro- 
vided for  than  formerly.” 

Permit  me  to  take  advantage  of  the  present  opportunity  to  allude  to 
one  or  two  other  points,  although  they  are  not  immediately  connected 
with  the  subjects  which  have  been  referred  to  me  in  the  accompanying 
letter.  Mr.  Vore,  who  has  been  appointed  Creek  agent,  as  before  stated, 
I have  ascertained  is  General  Cooper’s  brigade  quartermaster. 

General  Cooper  and  Major  [John]  Crawford,  both  of  whom  were  agents 
under  the  old  Government,  one  for  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  and 
the  other  for  tlie  Cherokees,  were  continued  in  their  respective  ofi&ces 
by  the  act  of  May  21, 1861,  “ for  the  protection  of  certain  Indian  tribes.” 
These  gentlemen  are  consequently  each  filling  a military  and  a civil 
position.  But  little  importance  has  heretofore  been  attached  to  this 
matter,  as  they  have  received  no  pay  as  agents  while  in  the  military 
service,  and  as  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  upon  such 
officers  has  been  rendered  impossible  or  unnecessary  bj^  the  war,  with 
the  exception  of  those  referring  to  the  payment  of  annuities,  &c.,  and  of 
these  they  have  lieretofore  been  relieved,  the  first  payment  under  the 
treaties  of  1861  having  been  made  by  General  Pike,  and  all  subsequent 
ones  by  myself. 

1 have  alluded  to  the  scarcity  of  good  arms  in  the  Indian  country. 
This  is  a misfortune,  and  has  been  the  source  of  much  dissatisfaction  and 
complaint  among  the  different  Nations.  I would,  therefore,  suggest 
that  about  two  thousand  stand  of  muskets  or  rifles  be  sent  to  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department  especially  for  the  Indian  troops.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  such  a step  would  do  more  toward  removing  discontent 
from  the  minds  of  the  Indians  and  satisfying  them  of  the  good  will  of 
the  Confederate  States  than  any  other  that  could  be  taken.  This  being 
a matter  of  a ])urely  military  nature,  I make  the  suggestion  with  great 
hesitation,  and  I trust  my  desire  to  save  this  beautiful  country  for  the 
Confederate  States,  as  well  as  my  interest  in  the  welfare  of  its  people, 
will  be  a sufficient  warrant  for  it. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

S.  S.  SCOTT, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
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[Inclosuro  Xo.  1.] 

Fort  Washita,  0.  IST.,  August  8,  18G3. 

Lieutenant-General  Holmes, 

Commanding  District  of  Arlcansas^  cCc.  .* 

Dear  Sir  : I regret  exceedingly  that  the  nature  of  your  health  was 
such  when  I was  at  Little  Eock  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  me  to 
see  you.  Knowing  the  importance  of  having  a personal  interview  with 
you  before  visiting  the  Indian  country,  I remained  in  that  city  four  or 
live  days  for  the  purpose,  and  only  left  when  your  physician  informed 
me  that  I would  not,  iierhaps,  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  you  for 
some  considerable  time.  I was  extremely  gratified,  a day  or  two  ago, 
to  hear  that  you  were  rapidly  improving,  and  would  immediately  enter 
upon  the  discharge  of  the  arduous  duties  of  your  command. 

It  has  appeared  to  me  proper  to  make  a brief  statement  to  you  of 
the  condition  of  affairs  in  this  part  of  your  district,  as  far  as  tlieyhave 
fallen  under  my  observation,  although  I suppose  I will  only  be  giving 
you  information  that  has  been  furnished  by  others. 

I am  just  from  General  Steele’s  headquarters,  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort 
Gibson.  His  army  I found  by  no  means  in  good  condition.  Desertions 
of  late  have  been  frequent  in  General  Cabell’s  brigade,  and  more  in- 
difference to  duty  and  impatience  of  restraint  have  been  manifested 
by  a large  portion  of  the  Indians  in  General  Cooper’s  command  than 
ever  marked  their  conduct  before.  This  state  of  things  is  partly  attrib- 
utable to  the  character  of  the  ammunition  with  which  the  army  is 
supplied.  The  powder  is  perfectly  worthless.  The  mere,  charging  of 
the  gun  grinds  it  into  the  finest  dust,  which  is  little  likely  to  explode  j 
and,  should  it  do  so,  its  power  is  scarcely  more  than  sufficient  to  drive 
the  ball  out  of  the  piece.  A surgeon  was  left  behind,  after  the  late 
skirmish,  by  General  Cooper,  to  take  care  of  his  wounded,  who  states 
that  balls  were  extracted  from  the  bodies  of  wounded  Yankees,  in  his 
presence,  which  were  not  even  buried  in  the  flesh.  The  Indians  have 
taken  up  an  idea,  which  I endeavored  to  overcome,  that  the  powder 
(which  came  from  Matamoras)  was  made  at  the  North,  and  sent  out 
especially  to  be  sold  to  our  army.  I think  if  General  Steele  (though  it 
is  not  easy  to  determine  where  these  are  to  come  from)  had  one  or  two 
good  infantry  regiments,  and  a battery,  with  a supply  of  reliable  am- 
munition, in  addition  to  the  force  he  now  has,  he  could  rid  the  Indian 
country  of  the  Yankees  in  a few  weeks.  Could  they  be  driven  out  now, 
there  is  but  little  doubt  that  they  would  remain  out  during  the  coming 
fall  and  winter.  Should,  however.  General  Steele  be  forced  back*  from 
his  present  position,  I greatly  fear  that  all  of  the  Creeks  would  leave 
him,  and  they  and  their  country  be  lost  to  the  Confederate  States  for- 
ever. I make  these  suggestions,  general,  most  respectfully , and,  though 
coming  from  one  possessed  of  no  military  knowledge,  I am  satisfied 
you  will  give  to  them  a candid  consideration. 

I have  conferred  with  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees,  and  paid  them  their 
annuities.  The  Semiuoles  and  Chickasaws  I expect  to  meet  here  to- 
morrow. The  Choctaws  I shall  see  in  a short  time,  as  well  as  the  Re- 
serve Indians.  Before  I return  to  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  I shall  use  my  best  exertions  to  have  the  Indians  satisfied. 
Should  you  wish  to  make  any  suggestions  to  me,  I would  be  pleased  to 
have  you  write  to  me  at  Shreveiiort,  to  the  care  of  General  Smith. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  SCOTT, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
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[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Marshall,  Tex.,  August  23, 1863. 

According  to  tlie  request  of  Lieutenant-General  Smith,  commanding 
Trans-Mississippi  Department,  the  following  memorandum  of  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  and  the  necessities  of  the  command  in  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritory are  respectfully  submitted : 

1st.  With  regard  to  the  existing  deficiency  in  ordnance  stores,  idease 
see  accompanying  extracts  from  brigade  reports. 

2d.  General  Steele,  commanding  Indian  Department,  respectfully  asks 
that  engineer  officers,  and,  if  possible,  a supply  of  intrenching  tools,  be 
sent  him. 

3d.  It  is  believed  that  if  a supply  of  long-range  guns  be  furnished, 
the  Choctaws,  and  perhaps  the  residue  of  the  Indian  troops,  would  cheer- 
fully submit  to  being  dismounted,  and  could  in  time  be  rendered  effect- 
ive as  infantry. 

In  reference  to  the  battery  asked  for  Captain  HowelFs  company,  and 
the  solicited  re- enforcements  for  General  Steele’s  command,  the  views 
and  intentions  of  the  commanding  general  having  been  indicated  in  a 
personal  interview,  a reference  thereto  is  deemed  unnecessary,  &c. 

Extract  from  ordnance  report  of  Cooper’s  brigade. 


Common  rifles,  old  and  worn 460 

Sliot-"uns,  old  and  worn 1,078 

Mississippi  rifles - 76 

Sharps’  rifles 42 

Belgian  rifles - 12 

Texas  rifles  450 

Maynard  rifles 2 

• Muskets,  old  and  worn 416 

Enfield  rifles,  good 265 

Minie  rifles 20 

Hall’s  carbines 4 

Minie  muskets 25 

Colt’s  rifles 4 


A large  proportion  of  these  guns  are  old,  worn,  and  scarcely  service- 
able. 

“^A  battery  of  three  guns  (two  mountain  howitzers  and  one  2.25-inch 
prairie)  attached  to  this  brigade,  with  about  120  rounds  of  ammunition 
to  each  gun. 

Extract  from  weekly  report  of  Cooper’s  brigade. 


Troops. 

Present. 

Absent. 

Present  and 
absent. 

For  duty. 

Total. 

Aggre- 

gate. 

Total. 

Aggre- 

gate. 

Total. 

Aggre- 

gate. 

Total. 

Aggre- 

gate. 

Iiidiai)  ......  ....... ........... 

2, 283 
1, 061 

2, 473 
1, 141 

2,545 

1,416 

2,743 
1, 511 

1, 570 
809 

1, 634 
858 

4,115 
2,  220 

4,  377 
2, 369 

Whit.ft 

Included  in  this  force  are  the  garrisons  at  Forts  Arbuckle  and  Wash- 
ita, Boggy  Depot,  North  Fork,  Perry  ville,  and  Webber’s  Falls  (Indian 
troops). 

December  16, 1863. 

Eespectfully  submitted  to  the  President.  The  report  answers  the 
letter  of  the  President,  and  affords  information  of  the  military  condi- 
tion and  transactions  of  the  Indians. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Headquarters  Shelby^s  Brigade, 

Cam;p  Turner  Ashby,  December  14,  1863. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Marmaduhe^s  Division : 

Major  : In  obedience  to  orders  from  General  Marmaduke,  and  with 
an  eye  to  the  force  reported  concentrating  at  Waldron,  I have  moved 
my  camp  this  morning.  This  was  the  only  direction  in  which  forage 
could  be  obtained,  so  as  to  cover  and  protect  Washington.  So  my  loca- 
tion for  the  present  will  be  in  the  vicinity  of  E’ashville.  I have  100  men 
at  Paraclifta,  under  Lieutenant  [W.  H.].  Ferrell,  for  the  purpose  of  fur- 
nishing me  information  and  preserving  order  in  Sevier  County. 

I had  6 men  in  Major  [J.  F.]  PickleFs  camp,  who  reported  to  me  yester- 
day that  PicklePs  men  had  gone  over  body  and  soul  to  General  Cooper, 
and  that  they  had  le^t  when  Pickier  was  here  bartering  for  their  transfer 
to  this  command.  Captains  [John]  Jarrett  and  Pool  have  reported  with 
a corporafs  guard,  and  been  assigned  to  duty  in  their  respective  regi- 
ments. As  I expressed  to  General  Marmaduke,  I still  believe  they  are 
the  men  desirous  of  keeping  out  of  the  service,  and  made  the  arrest  of 
Lieutenant  Eailey  by  Lieutenant-General  Smith  a pretext.  I mention 
this  fact  so  that  General  Marmaduke  can  adopt  such  measures  as  he 
may  deem  necessary.  The  men  left  the  other  side  of  General  Price’s 
headquarters. 

Very  respectfully, 

JO.  O.  SHELBY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

DoaTcsville,  December  15,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper,  Commanding,  &c, : 

General  : I am  in.  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  14th  instant, 
reporting  your  arrival  with  Wells’  battalion  at  Spencer  Academy.  The 
general  commanding  directs  that,  if  it  can  be  done  without  interference 
with  the  general  hospital,  you  establish  your  headquarters  for  the  present 
at  Spencer,  camping  your  men  at  some  contiguous  point  where  timber 
can  be  had  conveniently  for  hutting  themselves.  Every  exertion  is 
being  made  to  procure  the  necessary  lumber  for  roofing,  and  I presume 
a sufficient  number  of  tools  can  be  obtained  to  do  the  work.  Major 
Cabell  has  himself  gone  to-day,  as  well  as  Major  Rector,  into  Texas  for 
the  purpose  of  visiting  several  saw-mills  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
where  it  is  believed  the  lumber  can  be  obtained. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  DIJYAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Camden,  Arh.,  December  17,  1863. 

Col.  Joseph  O.  Shelby  : 

Colonel  : Your  communication  of  December  12, 1863,  declining  to 
forward  to  division  headquarters  an  official  communication  of  one  of 
the  officers  of  your  brigade,  has  been  forwarded  me  to-day  for  official 
action.  Contrary  to  my  usual  course,  and  actuated  by  the  interest  which 
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I feel  in  an  officer  who  has  heretofore  behaved  so  gallantly,  and  has 
shown  himself  capable  of  doing  so  much  good  to  oiir  afflicted  country 
at  this  time,  I have  concluded,  before  taking  any  notice  of  this  commu- 
nication, to  address  you  an  unofficial  letter  on  this  subject,  advising  you, 
for  your  own  good  and  that  of  the  service,  to  withdraw  a communica- 
tion so  unmilitary  in  its  character,  and  calculated  to  inflict  so  deep  a 
wound  upon  your  well-earned  reputation  as  a soldier.  You  have  violated 
the  indisputable  right  of  the  officers  and  men  under  you  to  make  known 
their  complaints  through  their  intermediate  officers,  and  you  hav^e  re- 
fused to  do  that  which  military  law  and  every  principle  of  justice 
requires  you  to  do,  and  I do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  before  any  intel- 
ligent military  court  it  would  be  impossible  for  you  to  esehpe  con  vie 
tion.  1 am  the  more  interested  in  this  matter  as  I have  just  recom- 
mended you  to  the  President  in  the  highest  terms  for  promotion,  and 
have  succeeded  in  interesting  the  Congressional  delegation  in  your 
favor,  and  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  aj)plication  for  your  promotion 
will  be  successful.  Under  these  circumstances,  I have  concluded  to 
suspend  any  action  in  this  matter  until  I receive  a reply  from  you.  In 
thus  departing  from  my  usual  course,  I am  induced  to  do  so  from  the 
kindest  feelings  toward  you. 

Very  respectfullv, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Doahsville,  December  18,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  M.  Gano,  Commanding : 

General:  The  commanding  general  has  just  received  official  infor- 
mation from  department  headquarters  that  a movement  is  now  being 
made  by  our  forces  in  the  direction  of  Little  Rock  and  Pine  Blufl*,  Ark., 
and  he  has  also  been  notified  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  co  operate 
in  this  movement  should  it  become  necessary.  He  therefore  directs 
that  immediate  and  active  steps  be  taken  by  you  to  place  your  brigade 
in  such  a condition  as  will  enable  him  to  meet  the  expectations  of  Lieu- 
tenant-General Smith.  The  effect  of  this  movement,  he  is  informed, 
will  be  felt  by  the  latter  part  of  this  month.  General  Steele  directs 
that  you  should  keep  this  information  secret. 

" I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Brigadier-General  Cooper.) 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Doaksville,  G.  Lf.,  December  19, 1863. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Lnspector  General,  Richmond,  Va.: 

General  : I have  learned  that  an  officer  of  an  Indian  regiment  has 
lately  started  for  Richmond  as  an  envoy  from  a council  of  Indians,  pur- 
porting to  represent  the  different  Nations  in  treaty  with  the  Coulederate 
States.  This  officer  (Capt.  Campbell  Le  Fiore,  acting  quartermaster)  has 
left  without  proper  authority,  the  whole  object  having  been  studiously 
concealed  from  my  knowledge.  His  object,  I learn  from  report,  is  to 
convey  certain  allegations  against  myself,  and  to  demand  that  Brig.  Gen. 
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D.  n.  Cooper  be  made  a major-general,  and  that  certain  other  parties 
shall  be  made  brigadier-generals.  As  to  the  charges  against  myself,  I 
am  not  only  willing,  but  desirous,  that  they  should  undergo  the  most 
searching  scrutiny,  by  which  means  I am  confident  I can  not  only  ac- 
quit myself  of  any  crime,  but  justify  every  movement  which  has  been 
made  by  my  order ; and,  moreover,  show  that  a systematic  course  has 
been  pursued  having  for  its  object  the  destruction  of  my  character 
with  the  Indians,  with  a view  to  the  promotion  of  Brigadier-General 
Cooper,  through  the  influence  of  the  Indian  Nations.  The  cry  of  cow- 
ardice, and  even  treason,  has  been  raised,  for  acts  which  I am  ready  to 
show  were  only  made  in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  common  sense. 
My  recent  experience  only  confirms  the  opinion  already  formed  that 
Indianized  white  men  are  not,  as  a class,  men  of  much  moral  standing, 
and  who  are  ready  to  acquire  money  at  the  expense  of  either  the  In- 
dians, the  Government,  or,  indeed,  any  one  else.  I am  convinced  that 
there  is,  ond  has  been,  much  peculation  in  this  district,  which  I have 
been  unable  to  prevent,  notwithstanding  I have  been  assisted  by  an 
honest  and  competent  staff,  and  that  the  efforts  with  that  view  have 
been  one  of  the  causes  of  my  present  unpopularity.  My  Northern  birth 
has  also  been  used  against  me,  and  slurred  at  in  an  official  communi- 
cation from  General  Cooper.  1 have  now,  at  my  own  request,  been  re- 
lieved from  this  command,  and  this  letter  is  only  for  the  purpose  of  say- 
ing that  whatever  the  nature  of  the  accusations  against  me,  I am  ready, 
willing,  and  anxious  to  meet  them.  My  judgment  may  have  been  faulty, 
but  such  as  it  is  it  has  been  used  honestly  and  earnestly  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  Confederacy.  The  present  state  of  affairs  appears  to  be 
the  result  of  a scheme  originating,  I believe,  with  the  Hon.  E.  C.  Bou- 
dinot,  delegate  from  the  Cherokees  for  raising  several  Indian  brigades 
for  permanent  service  in  the  Indian  country,  the  whole  to  be  commanded 
by  a major-general,  and  it  was  feared  that  if  it  should  appear  that  my 
administration  were  successful,  that  I might  be  selected  for  the  com- 
mand. Hence  the  necessity  for  traducing  me. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  say  that  the  policy  of  raising  brigades  of 
Indian  trooi)S  will  only  result  in  an  increased  expenditure  of  public 
money  without  an  adequate  increase  of  the  fighting  strength.  The 
Indians  go  and  come  at  will,  or  nearly  so.  Their  whims  and  caprices 
have  been  pandered  to  until  it  is  impossible  to  put  any  reliaucein  them, 
or  to  tell  what  number  of  troops  you  will  have  from  one  day  to  another. 
If,  however,  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  enroll  as  many  as  possible,  white 
men  from  the  States  should  be  rejected.  Many  are  disposed  to  seek 
this  service  as  not  subjecting  them  to  the  restraints  of  discipline.  In 
case  these  Indian  brigades  are  created,  I would  suggest  that  staff'  officers 
of  known  ability  and  honesty  be  appointed  to  them.  Eequisitions  are 
made  and  approved  with  utter  disregard  to  the  number  of  men  present, 
and  sometimes  they  greatly  exceed  the  numbers  borne  on  the  rolls. 
The  Federal  Government  has  made  better  soldiers  of  the  Indians  in  the 
service  by  appointing  the  officers  to  companies  and  regiments. 

Kespectf Lilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Indorsements.] 

Headquarters  Trans -Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport.,  January  17,  18G4. 

Eespectfully  forwarded. 

The  inclosed  paper  is  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Department. 
General  Steele  labored  conscientiously  and  faithfully  in  the  discharge 
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of  Ms  duties  wMlst  commanding  the  Indian  Department.  If  he  has  not 
been  successful,  it  must  be  remembered  his  means  were  limited  and  the 
difficulties  encountered  great.  I do  not  regard  the  promotion  of  Brig- 
adier-Greneral  Cooper  as  wise  or  necessary. 

E.  EIRBY  SMITH, 

Major- General^  Commanding, 


Eespectfully  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Adjutant  and  In- 
spector General. 


SAML.  W.  MELTOI^, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ordnance  Office,  March  14,  1864. 
This  matter  has  already  received  the  consideration  and  action  of  the 
President. 

H.  L.  C.  [OLAY], 

[Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General,] 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

DoaJcsville,  December  19,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  K.  M.  Gang  : 

General:  I have  been  informed  that  Carter’s  brigade  has  been 
ordered  into  this  district.  Should  you  hear  of  their  approach,  please 
inform  the  commander  that  I wish  him  to  halt  in  your  vicinity,  and  re- 
port by  letter.  In  the  mean  time  send  up  some  of  the  Partisans,  who 
know  the  country  well,  to  learn  the  state  of  affairs  at  Waldron.  It  may 
be  that  the  enemy  has  measured  the  strength  of  his  force  at  that  place 
with  reference  to  your  strength,  and  that  the  addition'  of  another 
brigade  may  enable  you  to  take  it  before  it  is  known  that  you  have 
been  joined  by  other  troops.  You  cannot  be  too  cautious  in  keeping  all 
knowledge  of  intended  movements  to  yourself. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Doalcsville,  December  20, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Cooper, 

Commanding,  tfc.  : 

General  : I am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  19th.  The 
general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  in  reply  that  he  is  not  advised 
of  the  exact  extent  of  the  co-operation  which  is  expected  of  him,  nor 
of  the  point  toward  which  the  troops  will  move,  should  they  be  called 
upon.  The  object  of  my  communication  of  the  18th  was  to  apprise  you 
of  the  probable  movement,  so  that  your  brigade  might  be  placed  in  a 
state  of  readiness  for  any  contingency.  General  Steele  does  not  desire 
that  the  troops  operating  in  the  direction  of  Gibson,  or  under  Colonel 
Watie,  should  be  recalled.  It  has  already  been  directed  that  the  Sem- 
inole battalion  should  report  to  Colonel  Bourland,  for  frontier  defense. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Jjieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

DoaJcsville,  December  20,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Cooper  : 

General:  General  Steele  has  just  heard,  through  a Choctaw,  that 
there  is,  or  has  been  lately,  a body  of  Federals  somewhere  on  the 
Kimishi,  above  this  place.  This  Choctaw  reports  that  the  Federals, 
in  force,  were  marching  in  this  direction.  General  Steele  desires  that 
you  should  take  the  necessary  steps  to  ascertain  what  truth  there  may 
be  in  these  reports.  The  Choctaw  who  brought  the  report  was  sent  to 
you  by  General  Steele,  with  Adjutant  Simons,  of  the  Second  Choctaw 
Kegiment.  It  was  difficult  to  communicate  with  the  man,  as  he  spoke 
very  imperfect  English. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Doalcsvillej  December  20,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  M.  Gano,  Commanding^  &c. : 

General  : The  general  commanding  directs  that,  if  you  have  not 
already  begun  a forward  movement,  you  take  up  your  line  of  march  in 
this  direction  without  delay.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Fed- 
erals design  moving  down  toward  this  place.  He  desires  that  you 
should  keep  him  advised  ot  your  progress,  and  the  condition,  &c.,  of 
your  command.  You  will  please  have  a field  return  made  out  and  for- 
warded to  these  headquarters  upon  the  reception  of  this  communication. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  respectfully, 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


House  of  Eepresentatiyes, 

Richmond j Ya.,  December  21, 1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States,  Richmond,  Ya. : 

Mr.  President  : I inclose  to  you  copies  of  letters  from  Col.  Stand 
Watie,  which,  if  you  have  time  to  read,  may  furnish  some  information 
concerning  the  Indian  country.  I am  aware  of  the  severe  duties  that 
engage  your  whole  attention,  or  I should  before  now  have  called  in  per- 
son. The  brigade  authorized  to  be  raised  by  Col.  Stand  Watie  would 
have  been  organized  last  summer  but  for  the  untimely  advance  of  the 
enemy,  who  defeated  and  effectually  cut  off*  several  companies  raised  by 
him  in  Arkansas,  and  which  either  were  thrown  into  other  commands 
or  turned  out  on  their  own  hook.  Two  regiments  and  four  companies 
had  directly  reported  to  Colonel  Watie.  General  Holmes  assured  me 
that  General  Steele  had  sadly  disappointed  him  in  his  operations  in  the 
Indian  country.  I am  sorry  to  say  that  he  does  not  possess  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Indians,  and  regret  that  General  Smith  retains  him  in 
command  of  their  country.  He  has  abandoned  their  country  and  one- 
third  of  his  own  force. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  BOUDINOT, 

Delegate,  do. 
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[Inclosure  No.  1.] 


Hon. 


Executive  Office, 
Cherolcee  Nation^  August  8,  18G3. 

S.  S.  Scott, 

Coinmissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  : 


Sm:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I herewith  submit  a statement 
of  matters  relating  to  the  Cherokee  people.  The  history  of  military 
operations  in  this  country  and  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  directly  affect- 
ing the  interests  of  our  people,  gives  just  cause  for  complaint.  The 
Indian  troops  who  have  been  true  to  the  South  from  the  very  first  have 
been  treated  in  many  instances  as  though  it  were  immaterial  whether 
or  not  they  were  paid  as  promptly  and  equipped  as  thoroughly  as  other 
soldiers.  IMoney  specially  obtained  for  them  has  more  than  once  been 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  other  commands.  Clothing,  procured  at 
great  trouble  and  expense,  to  cover  the  nakedness  of  Indian  troops,  has 
on  several  occasions  been  distributed  among  less  necessitous  soldiers. 
Xotwithstandiug  this  treatment  has  been  such  as  to  test  to  the  utmost 
their  fidelity,  they  have  remained  true  as  steel.  I can  point  to  my  com- 
mand, and  show  less  desertions  than  in  any  of  like  size  in  the  service. 
1 am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  of  late  my  command  has  been  better 
])rovided  for  than  formerly.  In  April  last  a small  force  of  hostile  In- 
dians, negroes,  and  one  battalion  of  Kansas  troops,  in  all  about  2,000 
men,  took  possession  of  Fort  Gibson,  in  the  Cherokee  country.  They 
have  held  this  place,  and  consequently  the  Cherokee  Nation,  ever  since, 
almost  unmolested.  There  have  been  no  vigorous  efforts  made  to  dis- 
lodge them,  and  they  have  at  leisure  strengthened  and  fortified  their 
position.  This  mongrel  force  has  laid  waste  our  country,  driven  the 
women  and  children  from  their  homes,  and  kept  the  other  Nations, 
which  have  yet  escaped  invasion,  in  a continual  state  of  alarm. 

I cannot  understand  the  soundness  of  the  policy  which  allows  a vastly 
interior  force  of  the  enemy  to  ravage  the  land  with  impunity.  The  hardi- 
hood of  our  enemies  in  penetrating  200  miles  from  their  base  of  supplies, 
and  from  all  support  from  other  troops,  when  it  is  well  known  we  have 
a force  at  least  three  times  as  large,  is  only  equaled  by  the  lack  of 
spirit,  inactivity,  and  apparent  cowardice  with  which  they  have  been 
met.  It  was  my  opinion  ten  weeks  ago  that  by  a concentration  of  our 
available  forces  we  could  overwhelm  and  utterly  destroy  our  foes.  I 
wrote  my  convictions  to  Brigadier-General  Steele,  who,  unfortunately, 
was  not  cognizant  of  the  true  condition  of  aft'airs  here,  and  to  Lieuten- 
ant-General Holmes.  The  former  paid  no  attention  to  my  suggestions ; 
the  latter  assured  me  if  General  Steele  did  not  think  himself  strong 
enough  to  move  against  the  enemy  he  would  make  him  so  in  three 
weeks.  Since  then,  although  strengthened  by  infantry  and  artillery, 
the  same  lethargy  and  procrastination  prevail,  and  our  prospects  look 
more  gloomy  than  ever.  These  delays  and  novel  movements  around 
and  about,  but  never  against,  a much  inferior  force  have  produced  uni- 
versal dissatisfaction  and  despondency.  The  most  favorable  time  for 
repelling  the  invader  has  passed,  but  a little  energy  may  yet  retrieve 
our  misfortunes. 

Nearly  every  able-bodied  man  among  the  Cherokees  is  doing  service 
in  the  army.  In  a majority  of  instances  their  families  have  been  robbed 
of  everything,  leaving  them  utterly  destitute  and  only  too  glad  to  escape 
with  their  lives.  They  are  scattered  over  the  Greek  and  Choctaw  Na- 
tions and  in  the  State  of  Texas.  A census  will  soon  be  made  out  of 
their  numbers.  I think  it  will  not  fall  short  of  G,000.  It  is  proposed 


Chap.  XXXIV.]  COEEESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  1105 

to  colonize  these  families  at  some  point  convenient  to  the  provision 
market  of  Texas.  Some  arrangement  will  have  to  he  made  to  provide 
them  with  shelter  and  clothing.  The  Gherokees  have,  by  an  ordinance 
recently  adopted  by  their  convention,  undertaken  to  provide  for  their 
own  destitute  people.  Their  agents,  appointed  for  this  purpose,  cau 
accomplish  but  little  good  without  money.  I suggest  that  the  annui- 
ties due  the  Gherokees  be  turned  over  as  soon  as  possible.  There  cau 
be  no  question  that  such  annuities  are  due  from  the  States  of  the  Gon- 
federacy.  The  difficulty  of  collecting  them  is  another  matter.  The 
Gonfederate  States  have  promised  us  full  protection  against  our  ene- 
mies. I have  ever  made  due  allowance  for  the  many  embarrassments 
and  difficulties  the  Government  has  experienced  in  maintaining  her 
own  rights  and  fulfilling  her  engagements  with  the  Indians,  but  I have 
always  discouraged  those  who  complain  of  neglect,  and  have  done  all 
in  my  power  to  maintain  confidence  in  the  ability  and  certainty  in  the 
intentions  of  the  Government.  Shall  I continue  to  encourage  them, 
or  shall  I at  once  unveil  to  them  the  dread  truth  that  our  country  is  to 
be  hopelessly  abandoned,  and  that  they  are  to  receive  the  reward  of 
poverty  and  ruin  for  their  unswerving  fidelity  to  the  Southern  cause  ? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STAND  WATIE, 
Principal  Chief  of  the  Cherolcees. 

• [Inclosure  No.  2.J 

Executive  Office,  Gheeokee  Nation^ 

August  9,  1863. 

Ris  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Creeh  Ration : 

Sir:  The  condition  of  affairs  in  the  Indian  country  inclines  me  to  ad- 
dress you  upon  the  subject  of  paramount  importance  to  Greeks  as  well 
as  Gherokees,  viz,  the  prospect  of  adequate  assistance  from  the  Gon- 
federate States  against  our  enemies,  and  the  ability  of  the  Indians,  un- 
assisted, to  maintain  their  rights  and  defend  their  homes.  It  is  now 
more  than  a year  since  our  foes  invaded  in  force  the  Gherokee  Nation. 
They  have  desolated  the  land  and  robbed  the  people,  until  scarcely  a 
Southern  family  is  left  east  and  north  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  The 
friends  of  the  South  have  almost  as  one  man  taken  up  arms  in  the 
Southern  cause,  and  have,  with  their  brothers  of  the  other  Nations, 
struck  many  blows  upon  their  enemies.  The  promised  protection  of  the 
Gonfederate  Government,  owing,  I am  compelled  to  say,  to  the  glaring 
inefficiency  of  its  subordinate  agents,  has  accomplished  nothing ; it  has 
been  a useless  and  expensive  pageant  j an  object  for  the  success  of  our 
enemies  and  the  shame  of  our  friends.  I fear  we  can  reasonably  look  for 
no  change  for  the  better,  but  that  the  Indians  will  have  at  last  to  rely 
upon  themselves  alone  in  the  defense  of  their  country.  I believe  it  is  in 
the  power  of  the  Indians  unassisted,  but  united  and  determined,  to  hold 
their  country.  We  cannot  expect  to  do  this  without  serious  losses  and 
many  trials  and  privations ; but  if  we  possess  the  spirit  of  our  fathers, 
and  are  resolved  never  to  be  enslaved  by  an  inferior  race,  and  trodden 
under  the  feet  of  an  ignorant  and  insolent  foe,  we,  the  Greeks,  Ghoc- 
taws,  Ghickasaws,  Seminoles,  and  Gherokees,  never  can  be  conquered 
by  the  Kansas  jayhawkers,  renegade  Indians,  and  runaway  negroes. 
It  requires  at  this  time,  and  will  as  long  as  the  war  shall  last,  all  the 
Yankee  forces  of  Missouri  to  hold  that  State  against  the  friends  of  the 
South  within  her  limits.  The  multitude  of  soldiers  that  the  North  has 
now,  or  may  yet  brings  into  the  field,  will  have  abundant  occupation 
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elsewhere,  so  that  the  only  expectation  of  the  North  to  conquer  the  In- 
dian Nation  is  in  the  traitors  that  have  deserted  us,  the  negroes  they 
have  stolen  from  us,  and  a few  Kansas  jay  hawkers  they  can  spare  from 
that  detestable  region.  Shall  we  suffer  ourselves  to  be  subjugated  and 
enslaved  by  such  a class  % Never ! 

I have  written  to  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith  and  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs  upon  these  matters.  I hope  soon  to  know  positively 
whether  we  are  to  receive  effective  assistance  from  the  Confederate 
Government,  or  whether  the  Indians  must  defend  themselves  alone  and 
unaided. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STAND  WATIE, 
Princijpal  Chief  of  the  Cherohees. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  3.] 

Executive  Office,  Cherokee  Nation, 

, August  9,  18G3. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chichasaw  Nations : 

Sir  : I wish,  through  you,  to  present  to  the  people  of  your  country  a 
few  thoughts,  which  the  iiresent  condition  and  future  i>rospects  of  the 
Indians  have  brought  to  my  mind.  I have  entertained  the  confident, 
but  delusive,  hope  for  the  last  year  that  ordinary  energy  and  activity 
would  take  the  place  of  sluggishness  and  delay  in  the  military  move- 
ments in  this  country,  and  that  a proper  use  of  the  means  in  our  power 
would  enable  us  to  regain  that  portion  of  our  territory  which  has  been 
overrun  by  our  enemies.  Kelief  and  protection,  so  often  cheeringly 
liromised,  has  not  been  afforded  us ; but  our  strength  has  been  frittered 
away  without  accomplishing  any  good.  Every  day  drives  the  conviction 
to  my  mind  that  we,  the  Indians  true  to  the  South,  must  place  small 
reliance  upon  the  promises  of  assistance  from  abroad ) indeed,  I am  of 
opinion  that  we  should  cast  behind  us  all  expectation  of  adequate  aid 
from  the  Confederate  Government,  and  test  our  whole  strength  to  defend 
our  homes  alone.  An  insignificant  force  of  the  enemy  has  been  allowed 
to  liold  the  Cherokee  Nation  for  five  months,  and  every  day^s  delay  ren- 
ders it  more  difficult  to  repel  them.  I do  not  think  all  is  lost  because 
officers  in  control  here  will  make  no  effort  to  regain  the  country.  We 
have  suffered  much,  and,  I fear,  are  destined  to  suffer  more,  by  reason  of 
their  culpable  delay.  If  we  are  still  to  be  the  victims  of  incapable  and 
slothful  leaders,  and  our  whole  country  devastated  by  a ruthless  foe, 
we  may  have  one  consolation  in  knowing  that,  by  a united  and  unyield- 
ing opposition  of  our  Indian  forces  alone,  we  can  make  our  fair  country 
an  unpleasant,  if  not  an  untenable,  home  for  our  enemies.  The  gallant 
Seminoles  have  shown  what  folly  it  is  to  try  to  subjugate  and  destroy  a 
people  determined  to  defend  their  rights.  The  bravery  of  the  Choctaw 
and  Chickasaw  troops  in  this  war  has  not  been  excelled  by  any  troops 
in  the  service,  and,  by  a proper  understanding  among  ourselves,  our 
country  may  yet  be  saved,  despite  the  inertness  and  criminal  delays  of 
those  who  have  promised  to  protect  us.  It  is  a mistake  that  the  occu- 
pation by  the  enemy  of  the  Cherokee  country  is  of  small  personal  con- 
sequence to  the  Choctaw  people.  If  the  Cherokee  Nation  is  abandoned 
to  the  enemy,  the  Creek  country  falls  the  next  victim,  and,  in  speedy 
turn,  your  own  country  will  share  the  same  fate. 

I shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  on  this  subject,  and  receive  any  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  course  most  i)roi)er  to  pursue  in  the  present  discour- 
aging state  of  affairs.  I have  written  a full  statement  of  the  condition 
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of  Indian  matters  in  our  country  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
and  to  Lieutenant-General  Smith.  I expect  to  liear  from  them  in  a few 
weeks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STAND  WATIE, 
Principal  Chief  of  the  Cherolcees.  . 


[Inclosixre  Xo.  4.] 

Camp  Kanard, 

Creeh  Nation,  August  17,  1863. 

Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States  : 

Dear  Father  : It  was  customary  under  the  old  Go\  ernment  for  the 
Indians  to  address  the  President  as  their  father,  and  if  there  were  ties 
and  relations  which  made  it  necessary  in  the  old,  it  must  be  so  in  the 
new,  where  ties  and  relations  are  so  much  stronger.  Then,  in  thus  ad- 
dressing you,  we  feel  all  we  say ; and  presenting  our  w-ants  to  one  we 
love,  we  have  the  utmost  confidence  that  they  will  be  respected  and 
satisfied. 

In  the  late  treaty  concluded  between  the  Confederate  States  and  our 
Nation,  it  was  stipulated  that  in  the  appointment  of  an  agent  for  this 
tribe  our  wishes  and  preference  in  his  appointment  should  be  consulted, 
and  a due  deference  paid  to  them  in  such  selection.  Believing  it  to  be 
our  right  so  to  do,  this  preference  as  to  a choice  was  expressed  more 
than  a year  ago  and  forwarded  to  Your  Excellency  5 but  from  some  cause 
we  have  received  no  expression  from  yourself  in  regard  to  this  choice, 
until  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  came  out  here  last  winter, 
when  the  same  choice  was  expressed  to  him.  He  assured  us  that  the 
man  of  our  choice,  Israel  G.  Vore,  should  be  appointed  our  agent  in  due 
time,  as  provided  for  by  treaty,  but  from  some  cause  unknown  to  us  he 
received  no  apiiointment  until  the  Commissioner  came  this  time,  when  it 
was  again  promised  us  that  I.  G.  Vore  should  be  appointed  our  agent. 
Since  we  made  this  choice  we  have  seen  no  cause  for  a change  in  choice; 
therefore  urge  it  as  a right,  for  since  we  made  this  selection,  which  was 
from  a perfect  knowledge  of  the  man,  we  have  seen  no  cause  to  change; 
hence  urge  and  insist  upon  his  appointment. 

And,  again,  in  the  same  treaty  it  was  promised  that  our  country  should 
be  defended  and  protected,  and,  in  order  to  do  this  most  effectually,  this 
people  agreed  to  raise  a regiment  of  men  for  the  Confederate  States,  to 
be  used  only  within  the  limits  of  the  Indian  country  and  for  its  defense. 
Since  that  time  we  have  turned  out  another  regiment  of  Creeks  and 
several  detached  comiianies.  Kecently  we  have  jiassed  a conscript  act, 
taking  into  the  army  all  the  men  in  the  country  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  fifty.  The  soldiers  raised  by  us  were  to  be  furnished  as 
white  soldiers  in  the  States.  As  to  how  they  are  furnished  we  know 
not;  but  our  soldiers,  until  recently,  were,  with  few  exceptions,  unarmed, 
most  of  the  time  without  ammunition;  bareheaded,  barefooted,  without 
bread,  and  body  in  rags.  The  most  of  the  time  we  were  hard  pressed 
by  the  enemy,  and  no  force  near  to  aid  and  assist  us,  the  forces  under 
Brigadier-General  Pike  having  fallen  back  of  our  country  some  hundred 
miles.  Under  these  great  privations,  which  try  the  souls  of  men,  a few 
of  our  people  ran  off*  from  the  country  and  joined  the  enemy,  who  were 
stationed  in  the  Cherokee  country  just  across  our  line. 

Since  Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper  has  had  command  in  part,  we  have 
been  assisted  to  some  extent — as  much,  iierhaps,  as  his  unequal  forces 
could  give;  and  at  this  time  (exceiit  the  battalion  under  Lieutenant- 
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Colonel  Wells)  there  is  not  a soldier  within  our  limits  except  our  own, 
while  the  enemy  is  stationed  but  a short  distance  from  us,  with  a large 
and  heavy  force.  Is  there  no  remedy  for  our  distressed  condition  ? 
Will  not  our  father,  the  President,  aid  and  effectually  assist  his  dis- 
tressed and  sinking  children  We  know  he  will.  General  Cooper  has 
done  all  he  can  for  the  protection  and  defense  of  our  country.  We  know 
he  feels  a deep  interest  in  our  welfare,  and  were  the  proper  means 
placed  in  his  hands,  our  country  would  be  ably  defended  beyond  a 
doubt ; and  as  to  a commander  for  this  department,  he  is  decidedly 
our  choice  and  preference.  Thus  much  we  have  thought  proper  to  trans- 
mit to  our  father,  the  President,  with  entire  confidence  that  our  wants 
in  the  premises  thus  sent  will  meet  his  approbation,  and  be  completely 
met  and  satisfied. 

Affectionately,  yours,  &c., 

MOTY  KANAED  et  al. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

DoalcsvillCj  December  21,  1863. 

Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Colonel  : I received  yesterday  the  order  relieving  me  from  command 
in  the  Indian  country,  complimentary  in  terms,  but  the  effect  of  which 
is  utterly  destroyed  by  the  accompanying  letter,  putting  me  in  a sub- 
ordinate position  in  the  same  command  from  which  I have  asked  to  be 
^ relieved.  The  slanders  that  have  been  industriously  circulated  through 
' the  Indian  country  and  Northern  Texas  not  only  make  it  extremely 
disagreeable  for  me  to  serve  here,  but  it  impairs  my  usefulness.  I think 
it  only  justice  to  me  that  I should  not  be  required  to  serve  in  this  region 
until  I am  cleared  of  the  imputations  referred  to,  particularly  as  serving 
in  a subordinate  capacity  where  I have  been  in  command  carries  the 
idea  that  I have  not  given  satisfaction,  and  have  been  superseded  in 
consequence.  The  order  relieving  me  will  be  seen  by  few,  the  fact  that 
I am  superseded  will  be  patent  to  every  one.  The  belief  expressed  that 
General  Cooper  will  be  found  to  be  the  senior  is  an  additional  reason 
for  wishing  to  quit  the  country.  I cannot  serve  under  him,  as  I may 
be  required  at  any  time  to  do.  You  have  doubtless  seen  the  article  in 
the  Houston  Telegraph  of  the  5th  instant,  referring  to  matters  here,  and 
intimating  that  there  has  been  complicity  with  the  enemy.  I have 
written  to  the  editor  for  the  name  of  the  writer,  with  a view  to  a trial. 
This  letter  purports  to  come  from  the  troops  1 am  to  be  assigned  to, 
and  makes  another  reason  why  I should  not  take  this  command  at 
present.  I think  I have  lost  enough  already  by  accepting  a command 
from  a sense  of  duty,  after  it  had  been  declined  by  several  officers  to 
whom  it  had  been  offered  before  me.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  all 
the  property  I owned  at  the  beginning  of  this  war  was  at  the  North, 
and  that  I resigned  from  the  army  and  cast  my  lot  with  the  South,  I 
am  looked  upon  with  suspicion  as  a Yankee,  and  am  told  that  people 
will  not  believe  that  I am  not  a brother  of  the  Federal  general  of  the 
same  name,  that  being  one  of  the  reports  circulated.  I had  hoped  to 
be  able  to  quit  this  country  and  to  have  a short  time  to  arrange  the 
records  of  the  district  in  such  a manner  that  they  would  have  formed 
my  defense. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

JDoalcsville,  December  21,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Cooper,  Commanding : 

General:  General  Steele  directs  that  you  send  a small  party  under 
command  of  a reliable  officer  on  the  direct  road  (Towson  and  Fort  Smith), 
with  orders  to  proceed  at  least  as  far  as  the  Eiddle  and  Waldron  road, 
if  they  discover  nothing  previous  to  reaching  that  point. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  DUVAL, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

Doaksville^  December  22,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Cooper  : 

General:  Your  messenger  left  before  I had  read  your  note.  Not 
having  received  a report  from  you  for  some  time,  I am  not  well  posted  as 
to  the  number  of  men  you  can  get  together,  but  I should  think  enough  to 
meet  300  cavalry.  The  scout  sent  this  morning  should  give  further  in- 
telligence of  their  movements.  I suppose  that  the  Second  Choctaw  is 
much  scattered,  as  well  as  the  others,  and  out  of  ammunition.  There  is 
a small  supply  in  the  quartermasters  store-house,  which  can  be  obtained 
in  case  your  ordnance  officer  has  none  here. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

^ Brigadier-  Ge^ieral. 

[P.  S.] — Collect  your  men  as  soon  as  possible.  The  receipt  to-day  of 
funds  will  enable  you  to  do  so  more  promptly. 


Headquarters  Wood’s  Battalion  Missouri  Cavalry, 

Near  MurfreesborougU,  Ark.,  December  23,  1863. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  general’s  instructions 
relating  to  subsistence,  and  remaining  at  this  locality  longer,  and  must 
inform  him  that  the  command  has  now  been  here  thirty-five  days ; that 
remaining  longer  may  impoverish  the  vicinity  too  much,  as  also  break 
down  the  teams  by  constant  hauling  at  long  distances. 

My  last  accounts  from  Colonel  Shelby’s  command  iilaces  them  at  a 
point  that  can  well  guard  the  approaches  to  this  direction;  and  to  save 
my  means  of  transportation  for  any  move  that  may  occur,  as  also  to 
lessen  the  evils  upon  the  citizens  that  would  necessarily  occur,  would 
ask,  if  not  inconsistent,  to  move  20  to  25  miles  westward,  at  the  locality 
named  by  the  general,  10  or  15  miles  from  Washington,  on  the  Murfrees- 
borough  and  Washington  road.  There  is  no  forage  to  be  had. 

I am,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  C.  WOOD, 

Major,  Commanding. 
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Headquaeteks  Teans-Mississippi  Depaetment, 

Camden,  Arlc.,  December  23,  18G3. 

Brig.  Geu.  Aleeed  Mouton, 

Commanding  Division : 

Geneeal  ; I have  intrusted  to  you  a most  important  duty,  in  the 
success  of  which  I feel  the  greatest  solicitude.  Twenty-five  thousand 
stand  of  arms  have  been  sent  to  this  department.  General  Johnston 
assures  me  they  shall  be  crossed  even  should  he  employ  his  whole  army 
for  the  purpose.  Your  whole  division  should  be  used  for  the  successful 
accomplishment  of  this  work. 

Colonel  [I.  F.]  Harrison,  who  was  intrusted  with  the  duty,  but  whose 
command  was  inadequate,  is  an  officer  of  energy,  prudence,  and  ability. 
His  knowledge  of  the  country  will  be  invaluable  to  you,  and  you  may 
find  it  expedient  to  carry  out  his  plans.  General  Dockery,  with  900 
unarmed  mounted  infantry,  will  report  to  you  at  Monroe,  on  or  before 
the  1st  of  January.  With  Harrison’s  cavalry,  this  will  give  you  a force 
that  should  pack  out  eight  thousand  or  ten  thousand  guns  at  one  time. 
I rely,  general,  on  your  energy  and  determination  for  the  prompt  and 
successful  execution  of  this  duty. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[E.  KIEBY  SMITH,] 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquaetees  Teans-Mississippi  Depaetment, 

Camden,  Arlc.,  December  23,  1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  Eichaed  Tayloe  : 

Geneeae  : I find,  on  making  inquiries,  and  after  acquiring  the  neces- 
sary information,  that  the  situation  of  affairs  here  and  within  the  ene- 
my’s lines  is  very  different  from  what  I had  been  led  to  expect,  and 
that  it  would  be  madness,  with  the  troops  and  means  at  my  disposal,  to 
attempt  to  drive  the  enemy  from  their  works  at  Little  Eock.  There  was 
a complete  dearth  of  reliable  information  at  headquarters  previous  to 
my  arrival  at  Camden.  I now  find  that  the'  enemy,  with  their  usual 
prudence,  and  with  the  same  policy  which  always  made  them  strengthen 
and  secure  the  possession  of  the  key  points  once  obtained,  have  been 
long  working  with  a heavy  force,  fortifying.  At  Pine  Bluff*  the  works  are  ; 

completed.  A continuous  line,  with  flanking  arrangements  three-fourth’s 
of  a mile  in  extent,  incloses  the  court-house  and  principal  part  of  the 
town.  The  extremities  rest  on  the  river ; the  ditch  is  deep,  about  10  feet 
wide,  and  an  interior  breastwork  of  cotton-bales  strengthens  the  para- 
pet. A pontoon  bridge  opens  communication  with  the  north  side  of  the 
river.  Twelve  pieces  are  in  position,  and  the  place  is  garrisoned  by 
1,500  men — four  regiments.  A force  of  1,000  negroes  have  for  over  a 
month  been  hard  at  work  fortifying  the  position  at  Little  Eock.  It  is  a 
place  of  natural  strength,  and,  with  the  labor  bestowed  upon  its  defenses, 
is  too  strong  for  the  means  at  my  disposal.  I have  not  succeeded  in  . 
obtaining  a plan  of  their  works.  They  have  two  main  large  forts  com- 
pleted, covering  the  advances  from  Camden  and  Pine  Bluff.  How  far 
their  line  is  completed  I have  not  learned,  but  from  the  number  of  la- 
borers and  the  time  employed,  it  must  cover  all  approaches  to  the  city. 
Steele  garrisons  Little  Eock  with  6,000  men ; has  an  advance  post  of 
1,200  or  1,500  men  at  Benton,  with  two  inclosed  works  covering  the  ap-  j 
proaches  to  the  town.  At  Dev  all’s  Bluff,  Jacksonport,  and  along  the 
railroad  he  has  3,000  men  disposed.  By  drawing  in  his  outposts,  he  | 

can  in  four  days  concentrate  a force  of  i2,000  effective  men.  General 
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Holmes  lias  5,000  infantry  and  4,000  cavalry,  wliicli  could  be  made 
available  for  operations  in  the  held.  The  infantry  cannot  be  relied 
upon  for  storming  fortihcations ; the  cavalry  are  composed  of  good  ma- 
terial, but  badly  armed  and  undisciplined.  Mouton’s  division  would 
swell  this  force  to  12,000.  Great  as  is  the  magnitude  of  the  stake,  and 
deeply  as  I feel  the  necessity,  not  only  for  my  personal  reputation,  but 
for  the  interests  of  this  district  and  the  department,  of  striking  a blow 
for  the  Arkansas  Valley,  had  I been  in  possession  of  these  facts,  and 
been  furnished  with  the  information  I have  now  obtained,  I should 
never  have  thought  of  undertaking  at  this  season  an  expedition  so 
Quixotic  and  impracticable.  Pine  Bluff  could  be  carried  by  assault, 
but  would  be  fruitless  in  results  and  costly  in  the  sacrihce.  Steele  has 
thrown  a large  amount  of  supplies  into  Little  Eock,  and  is  independent 
of  communication.  General  Holmes  will  place  his  command  in  winter 
quarters,  holding  the  line  of  the  Washita,  and  will  endeavor  to  disci- 
pline and  improve  their  morale  fov  operations  in  the  spring.  The  Texas 
brigade  goes  directly  to  Texas.  Price  holds  his  Missouri  division  ready 
to  move  as  circumstances  may  require.  Colonel  Harrison  reports  his 
force  inadequate  for  protecting  and  securing  the  arms  which  are  to  cross 
the  Mississippi.  Mouton  is  in  position  to  accomplish  the  work.  I have 
ordered  him,  with  his  whole  division,  to  cover  and  protect  their  trans- 
portation to  Monroe.  I have  impressed  upon  him  the  importance  of  the 
duty.  To  secure  the  safe  passage  of  twenty-five  thousand  stand  of  arms 
would  now  be  more  valuable  to  us  than  a victory.  He  should  remain 
with  his  whole  division  till  they  have  all  been  crossed.  I have  ordered 
900  unarmed  mounted  men — paroled  Vicksburg  prisoners — to  report  to 
him  at  Monroe  on  the  1st  of  January.  They  can  pack  out  the  arms  on 
their  horses;  the  bottom  will  be  impassable  for  wagons.  Major  [H.  T.] 
Douglas  reports  favorably  on  constructing  a work  at  Trinity.  Its  im- 
portance is  too  great  for  me  to  again  press  the  matter  upon  you.  With 
a small  covering  force,  the  work,  which  will  be  small  in  extent,  can  be 
erected  in  a few  days. 

I am,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[E.  KIEBY  SMITH,] 

Lieutenant-  General. 

The  lieutenant-general  further  instructs  me  to  add  that  he  attaches 
the  greatest  importance  to  the  safe  crossing  of  these  arms,  and  if 
your  other  duties  did  not  require  your  presence  elsewhere,  he  would  be 
gratified  if  you  would  give  your  own  personal  attention  to  the  matter. 
The  force  necessary  to  cover  the  works  at  Trinity,  Major  Douglas  thinks, 
would  not  exceed  an  infantry  regiment,  unless  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  made  it  wholly  impracticable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  WEST, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

. December  20,  1803 — 8 p.  m. 

Hon.  Henry  Ewino, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General^  Marmadulce^s  Division  : 

Major  : I am  now  10  miles  on  my  way  to  Camden.  The  heavy 
rains  trouble  me  very  much,  threatening  the  intended  movements  of  my 
troops.  Send  an  order  to  Colonel  Kitchen  to-night  to  marcli  his  bri- 
gade and  the  artillery  to  the  Davis  Settlement  to-morrow,  and  repair  the 
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road  without  delay  leadiug  from  there  direct  to  Camden,  which,  I think, 
crosses  the  Little  Missouri  at  its  mouth,  near  Tate’s  Bluff.  The  Mis- 
souri will,  I fear,  be  too  high  to  ford;  if  so,  I learn  there  are  two  ferry- 
boats at  Tate’s  Bluff.  Both  must  be  put  in  crossing  condition.  The 
horses  can  swim,  the  men  and  trains  ferry. 

I will  reach  Camden  early  to-morrow  afternoon,  and  will  most  proba- 
bly send  Colonel  Kitchen  orders  to  march  for  Camden  immediately,  so 
that  he  can  get  into  his  permanent  camp  before  the  roads  become  im- 
passable. My  headquarters  will  join  Colonel  K.  to-morrow  night,  if 
practicable.  When  your  men  keep  up  the  courier  line  to  Washington, 
this  line  had  better  be  withdrawn  and  paid  off*  immediately.  The  route 
from  Kitchen’s  proposed  camp  (Davis  Settlement),  via  Tate’s  Bluff*,  is 
the  most  direct,  not  more  than  25  miles  to  Camden. 

Perhaps  you  had  better  send  this  letter  to  Colonel  Kitchen,  and  it 
will  explain  to  him  fully  my  views. 

Very  respectfully, 


J.  S.  MAEMADUKE, 


Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


[Indorsement.] 


Colonel  Kitchen  will 
Eespectfully, 


read,  act  on  same,  and  return  to  me. 

H.  EWING, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

JDoalcsville,  C.  A.,  December  26,  1863. 
[General  W.  E.  Boggs,  Chief  of  /Staff:] 

General  : I desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  report  of 
ordnance  officer  of  this  district.*  An  inspection  of  the  report  will  show 
the  men  to  be  armed  with  guns  of  almost  every  variety,  making  it  an 
exceedingly  difficult  matter  to  arrange  an  ordnance  train  for  an  engage- 
ment. Many  of  these  guns  are  almost  worthless.  If  the  Indian  troops 
are  worth  paying  and  feeding,  they  should  unquestionably  be  so  armed 
as  to  enable  them  to  do  good  fighting,  and  this  is  peculiarly  forcible 
here,  where  the  Nation  is  to  be  protected,  so  far  as  practicable,  and  the 
enemy  kept  out  of  the  great  granary  of  Northern  Texas,  and  the  force 
so  very  limited  that  not  a man  can  be  spared  out  of  a fight.  I especially 
call  your  attention  to  these  items,  viz:  Unarmed  men,  1,084;  unserv- 
iceable arms,  183. 

The  field  returns  of  Gano’s  brigade,  handed  in  this  morning,  show 
an  eff*ective  total  (for  an  engagement)  of  little  over  1,000.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  get  at  the  eff*ective  total  of  the  Indian  brigade,  part  of  it 
being  here  and  part  with  Col.  Stand  Watie  in  the  Creek  country. 
Bourland’s  battalion  belongs  here,  from  which  no  report  has  been  re- 
ceived, and  is  operating  west,  and  could  not  be  counted  on  in  a fight 
with  the  Federals,  as  they  are  specially  charged  with  looking  after  the 
wild  Indians.  Bass’  dismounted  cavalry  are  doing  post  duty  at  dif- 
ferent points,  and  is  the  only  body  used  as  infantry  here.  Cavalry  and 
artillery  without  infantry  make  a singular  sort  of  an  army.  Certainly, 
if  the  guns  are  to  be  had,  this  limited  force,  from  which  so  much  has 
been  expected,  should  be  all  armed  and  well  armed.  The  movements 
of  the  enemy  about  Port  Smith,  Yan  Bureu,  and  Waldron  indicate  a 
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movement  somewhere.  1 do  not  think  it  so  probably  Texas  now  as  an- 
other point,  in  view  of  oiierations  in  Arkansas.  1 liope  you  will  give 
this  matter  your  early  and  favorable  attention. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  MAXEY, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

[P.  S.] — The  only  forces  that  could  be  safely  counted  on  for  a fight  are 
Gano^s  brigade  and  the  Indian  brigade.  I would  call  your  attention 
to  one  other  point,  omitted  in  my  letter,  viz,  Martin’s  regiment,  belong- 
ing here,  is  in  the  conscript  business  in  Xorthern  Texas.  It  should  be 
sent  back  as  soon  as  it  can  be  spared. 


Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

, Camden,  December  28,  1863. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  MarmaduMs  Division : 

Major  : The  whole  programme  is  again  changed.  I take  my  Mis- 
souri troops  (Shelby’s  and  Marmaduke’s  brigades)  to  operate  on  the 
Mississippi  and  Arkansas  Eivers  this  winter ; will  encamp  for  the  pres- 
ent on  the  west  side  of  the  Saline;  near  Warren  or  Mount  Elba.  The 
Texas  troops,  under  Parsons,  also  go  with  me.  I desire  Marmaduke’s 
brigade,  if  possible,  to  cross  the  Washita  above  the  mouth  of  the  Little 
Missouri  and  encamp  on  the  east  side  of  the  Washita,  in  a country  where 
the  men  can  be  fed  and  the  horses  foraged.  I learn  there  is  plenty  of 
forage  near  the  mouth  of  Little  Missouri,  on  the  east  bank  of  Washita. 
This  brigade  must  occupy  a position  where  I can  readily  move  it  to 
Warren.  If  it  cannot  cross  the  Washita  near  its  present  iiosition,  I 
desire  it  to  march  immediately  to  this  place,  where  there  is  a pontoon 
bridge  over  the  Washita;  but  to  come  by  Camden  to  get  to  Warren 
would  carry  the  brigade  some  20  males  out  of  the  way,  and  make  it  cross 
the  Little  Missouri  and  Washita  both.  After  crossing  the  Washita,  the 
brigade  will  remain  on  the  east  side  some  four  to  six  days,  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  Shelby’s  brigade,  ordered  to  this  place.  Colonel  Kitchen  will 
judge  whether  it  be  best  to  come  by  Camden  or  not.  In  case  Colonel 
Kitchen  crosses  above  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Missouri,  I desire  him  to 
report  by  courier  to  this  place  the  exact  locality  of  his  camp  and  the  re- 
sources of  the  country.  The  camp  may  be  1 mile  or  10  miles  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Warren  from  the  Washita,  my  object  being  to  hold  that  brigade  in 
a i)osition  for  marching  by  or  before  Shelby’s  arrives.  Order  Hughey^s 
battery  to  report  to  General  Cabell ; the  rest  of  the  artillery  to  marc  h 
with  Colonel  Kitchen.  Cabell  and  Brooks  will  be  taken  from  my  com- 
mand, I suppose.  Shelby’s  brigade  will  not  be  here  under  five  days ; 
till  they  arrive  I will  most  probably  remain  here.  I desire  my  head- 
quarters to  come  immediately  to  this  place.  We  will  camp  near  the 
town,  as  no  quarters  can  be  had.  Say  to  Major  [C.  C.]  Eainwater  that 
I have  had  stopped  all  his  ammunition  wagons,,&c.,  till  he  arrives.  He 
must  make  some  disposition  of  his  ammunition  and  gun  shop  at  Wash- 
ington ; to  do  as  he  thinks  best  with  them.  Shelby  will  come  through 
Washington ; [William  M.]  Dunn  must  provide  for  them  en  route.  They 
can  draw  the  fiour  there.  The  beef-cattle  for  them  had  better  be  put 
in  charge  of  Major  King,  a special  detail,  and  kept,  to  be  turned  over 
to  them  when  they  join  Marmaduke’s  brigade.  Tell  Dunn  to  continue 
getting  in  beef  from  Texas. 
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When  Colonel  Greene  and  Captain  Brown  arrive,  I desire  Greene’s 
regiment  reorganized. 

I wish  Colonel  Kitchen,  Majors  Dnnn,  Kainwater,  and  [G.  D.]  Page  to 
read  this  letter  in  order  that  they  may  fully  understand  my  movements 
and  plans,  and  determine  what  is  best  in  their  several  departments,  and 
act  accordingly. 

I have  ordered  Shelby  to  march  via  Washington  to  this  place;  that 
at  Yfashington,  Dunn  will  have  arrangements  to  get  his  breadstuffs  to 
this  place. 

All  my  courier  lines  should  be  withdrawn.  Warren  is  about  52  miles 
from  here,  nearly  east,  in  a rich  country,  and  3 miles  from  the  Saline 
River. 


Very  respectfully, 


J.  S.  MARMADUKE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


P.  S. — If  the  Washita  cannot  be  crossed  above  the  Little  Missouri, 
and  the  Little  Missouri  cannot  be  crossed  at  Tate’s  Blurf,  the  command 
will  have  to  cross  at  Tate’s  Perry,  which  is  10  miles  above  Tate’s  Bluff. 


Richmond,  December  28, 1803. 

Mr.  President: 

Sir  : Since  I arrived  here  I have  been  intending  to  have  a long  talk 
with  you  touching  affairs  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  but  my 
engagements  have  prevented  me  from  seeing  you  at  such  times  as  you 
were  at  leisure,  and  as  I may  not  have  an  opportunity  of  laying  my 
views  before  you  iiersonally,  I have  concluded  to  write  you,  that  you 
may  consider  what  I have  to  say  at  your  own  convenience. 

I believe  a pretty  thorough  reorganization  of  our  army  there  would 
be  productive  of  good  results.  Both  Generals  Holmes  and  Price  have 
their  friends  and  their  enemies  there ; but  they  themselves  do  not  agree, 
and,  as  is  well  known,  do  not  get  on  in  harmony  and  good  feeling. 
The  good  of  the  service,  then,  requires  the  removal  at  least  of  one 
or  the  other  of  these  generals.  Which  one  ought  to  be  removed  I will 
not  undertake  to  say  at  all.  I would  suggest  that  the  general  com- 
manding the  department  say  which  one  should  be  removed.  Ko  one 
is  presumed  to  know  better  "than  he  which  would  serve  best  there,  and 
which  could  be  best  spared  from  that  service.  Neither  one  nor  the 
friends  of  either  could  murmur  at  this  course.  It  is  fair  and  just,  and 
I think  would  be  concurred  in  by  all.  This  being  done,  send  General 
Hood,  when  he  is  ready  for  duty,  there  in  the  place  of  the  one  removed. 
Or,  if  this  cannot  be  done,  make  General  Pagan  a major-general,  and 
place  him  in  command  of  a division.  He  stands  deservedly  high  there, 
as  all  will  tell  you  who  know  him  and  who  are  acquainted  with  his 
services  there  or  elsewhere  during  this  war. 

Urge  upon  the  general  commanding  to  concentrate  his  troops  at  some 
point,  so  that  they  could  meet  a heavy  force  of  the  enemy  successfully. 
Scattered  as  these  troops  are,  and  haye  been  for  some  time,  I dare  say 
they  are  of  but  little  service  to  the  country.  It  occurs  to  me  they  had 
better  be  brought  together  to  increase  their  efficiency,  even  if  by  so  doing 
more  territory  had  to  be  abandoned. 

Recommend  to  Congress  the  jiassage  of  a law  providing  for  a com- 
mission, to  be  organized  there,  to  get  up,  audit,  and  have  i>aid  all  the  ac- 
counts held  by  persons  in  that  department  for  guns,  food  supplies,  &c., 
furnished  by  them  to  the  Government,  and  for  which  no  provision  now 
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exists  for  payment.  This  has  been  a great  source  of  complaint  with 
our  people,  and  the  evil,  I think,  ought  to  be  remedied  as  promptly  as 
possible.  Many  persons  have  parted  with  their  last  corn,  fodder,  beef, 
&c.,  to  the  Government,  for  which  they  have  received  nothing. 

Eecommend  to  Congress  to  iiass  a law  authorizing  the  President  to 
appoint  persons  (say  inspectors)  to  visit  that  department  and  look  into 
and  investigate  the  management  of  the  quartermaster  and  commissary 
departments  there  fully  and  fairly,  and  report  the  results  of  their  exam- 
ination to  the  President  or  to  Congress.  Great  frauds  and  immense 
waste  have  been  committed  there  in  both  these  departments,  and  the 
people  desire  that  close  and  searching  investigations  be  had  in  their 
control  and  management. 

I think  it  would  be  well,  too,  to  extend  the  time  further,  by  another 
act,  to  reorganize  certain  regiments  in  the  service  in  that  department 
which  should  have  been  reorganized  under  an  act  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  which  gave  only  ninety  days,  however,  for  it  to 
be  done.  I fear  there  has  been  much  discontent  excited  on  this  account 
with  those  regiments. 

These  recommendations  to  the  Congress,  in  addition  to  those  very' 
valuable  ones  made  by  you  in  your  last  message  touching  that  dei^art- 
ment,  I feel  satisfied  would  be  of  most  advantage  to  our  cause  in  that 
section. 

Notwithstanding  our  people  have  suffered  much,  that  the  enemy  is 
now  kind  and  conciliatory  to  them,  and  seeks  by  blandishments  to  bring 
them  back,  and  that  some  prominent  ones  (though  few)  have  proved 
false  to  us,  yet  I assert  they  are  still  true,  and  will  be  so.  There  is  no 
question  connected  with  this  great  struggle  I would  not  readily  and 
willingly  leave  to  their  free  judgment.  They  are  for  a bold,  manly,  and 
daring  prosecution  of  the  war  to  Southern  freedom  and  independence. 

With  the  proper  encouragement,  legislative  and  executive,  to  show 
them  they  are  not  forgotten,  and,  if  possible,  to  make  them  more  iden- 
tified with  the  struggle,  these  people  will  remain  true  to  our  colors  as 
long  as  there  is  one  of  them  left,  or  there  is  a foot  of  soil  upon  which 
to  stand  on  that  side  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver. 

Hoping  the  above  suggestions  will  be  weighed  and  considered  by  you 
as  time  allows,  I am,  with  great  respect,  your  friend  and  obedient 
servant, 

A.  H.  GAELAND. 

[P.  S.] — I would  state,  Mr.  President,  that  I make  the  above  sugges- 
tions with  no  view  of  interfering  with  your  rights  or  duties,  but  simply 
to  lay  before  you  what  I deem  important  to  those  people,  as  we  can  only 
legislate  and  act  wisely  by  having  all  the  facts  before  us.  This,  I am 
certain,  you  desire.  I hope  you  will  not  for  one  moment  consider  that 
I am  undertaking  to  advise  you  as  to  your  duties. 

[Indorsement.] 

Eeferred  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  attention,  especially  to  the  state- 
ments in  relation  to  failure  to  pay  for  supplies  and  maladministration 
of  quartermaster  and  subsistence  departments. 

The  inspections  suggested  are  authorized  by  existing  law,  and  if  they 
have  not  been  efficiently  made,  should  be  ordered,  and  reliable  officers 
charged  with  the  duty.  I have  already  written  to  General  Smith  in 
relation  to  the  matter  referred  to,  but  it  might  be  well  to  communicate 
to  him  the  points  presented  within,  and  at  your  convenience  to  confer 
with  the  writer. 


J.  D.  [JEFFEESON  DAVIS.] 
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Eichmond,  Va.,  December  28,  1803. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : I Lope  you  will  not  think  me  intrusive  in  asking  your  attention 
to  the  important  business  with  which  I am  charged.  I was  made  the 
bearer  of  important  papers  from  the  Confederate  Indians  in  relation  to 
matters  of  deep  interest  to  them,  upon  which,  indeed,  they  think  their 
existence  as  nations  depends.  I left  Fort  Washita  October  28,  1803, 
and  arrived  at  Eichmond  on  the  1st  instant,  and  at  the  earliest  day 
possible  laid  the  papers,  as  instructed,  before  His  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent, since  which  time  I have  been  waiting  an  answer. 

While  I am  fully  impressed  that,  where  there  is  so  much  to  engage 
the  attention  of  the  different  departments  of  the  Government,  there 
must  of  necessity  be  delays,  yet,  sir,  as  I am  informed  the  above  papers 
are  before  you,  I hope  you  will  allow  me  respectfully  to  request  your 
earliest  attention  to  them  of  which  your  convenience  will  admit. 

Owing  to  the  great  difficulty  of  communications  reaching  the  Indian 
country  from  Eichmond,  it  was  the  special  request  of  the  Indian  people 
that  I should  bring  the  answer  back  with  me,  and  especially  that  they 
may  know,  at  as  early  a day  as  possible,  on  what  to  depend  in  this  time 
of  iieril.  I have  thus  delayed,  though  many  urgent  reasons  call  me 
liome.  Not  the  least  is  the  danger  of  the  country  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi becoming  impassable  should  the  season  become  wet. 

Should  you  desire  to  communicate  with  me,  you  can  do  so  through 
the  Sentinel  office,  or  a letter  sent  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
would  reach  me. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

JNO.  C.  EOBINSON. 

P.  S. — I will  remain  at  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  until  3 p.  m. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  1.] 

Headquarters  Division  oe  the  Indian  Territory, 

San  Bois,  C.  A.,  October  19,  1863. 

Sir  : Inclosed  you  will  find  copies  of  memorial  and  communications 
from  the  different  Indian  tribes  and  members  thereof  to  yourself  and 
others,  setting  forth  the  condition  of  their  country,  and  desire  for  a 
change  of  commanders  in  the  Territory.  The  originals  have  been  here- 
tofore forwarded,  but  communication  between  this  and  Eichmond  being 
uncertain,  and  nothing  having  been  heard  from  you,  it  is  presumed  they 
miscarried,  and  having  an  opportunity  of  sending  them  by  J.  C.  Eobin- 
son,  copies  are  forwarded  by  him  for  your  information.  The  commuoi- 
cation  from  the  Creeks,  dated  August  17,*  was  written  at  the  request 
of  Col.  S.  S.  Scott,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISEAEL  G.  YOEE. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Tishomingo,  Chickasaw  Nation, 

A^pril  16,  1863. 

General  E.  Kirby  Smith: 

Sir:  It  seems  there  have  been  reports  put  in  circulation  that  the  citi- 
zens of  the  Indian  country  are  dissatisfied  with  General  D.  H.  Cooper 


None  of  that  date  found. 
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as  commander  of  tlie  Indian  brigade,  and  wish  him  removed.  As  far 
as  my  knowledge  extends  in  regard  to  the  feelings  of  the  Ohickasaws 
toward  General  Cooper,  they  could  not  be  better  satisfied  with  him;  no 
one  stands  higher  in  their  opinion  than  he,  and  whenever  it  was  under- 
stood that  General  Cooper  had  been  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Indian 
brigade,  it  seemed  to  put  new  spirit  into  the  Chickasaw  battalion,  as 
being  an  efficient,  brave  officer  and  a good  man,  one  upon  whom  they 
placed  their  utmost  confidence.  Whatever  reports  may  be  in  circula- 
tion intended  to  lower  the  standing  of  General  Cooper  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Confederate  Government,  to  cause  his  removal  from  his  present 
position  as  commandant  of  the  Indian  brigade,  it  cannot  emanate  from 
the  Chickasaw  people,  but  would  rather  that  he  should  be  retained,  and 
that  more  troops  be  i)laced  under  his  command  to  defend  this  Indian 
Territory  than  has  been  heretofore.  And  as  for  his  popularity  as  an 
Indian  agent,  I can  say  that  I have  been  acting  as  his  interpreter  for 
several  years,  and  was,  therefore,  the  principal  channel  by  which  all 
national  and  individual  feelings  were  frankly  expressed  on  either  side, 
but  I do  not  remember  having  heard  a Chickasaw  express  any  dissatis- 
factory language  toward  General  Cooper  since  he  was  appointed  as 
their  agent. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  GAMBLE, 

Ca^ptain  Company  B,  ChicJcasaw  Battalion. 

[Inclosnre  No.  3.] 

Tishomingo  City,  April  17, 1863. 
General  E.  Kirby  Smith,  through  General  Holmes  : 

General  : With  feelings  of  deep  regret,  we  learn  that  false  repre- 
sentations have  been  made  to  you  or  to  General  Holmes  as  regards 
the  feelings  of  the  Chickasaws  toward  General  D.  H.  Cooper. 

That  there  are  designing  office-seekers  we  doubt  not,  who,  on  the 
altar  of  private  interest,  would  sacrifice  public  national  good,  and  to 
whose  machinations  the  sterling,  staunch  integrity  of  General  Cooper 
offers  an  unwelcome  barrier  which  they  would  eagerly  remove,  even 
though  they  resort  to  falsehood  to  accomplish  it. 

In  testimony  of  the  estimate  which  we  put  upon  General  Cooper,  we 
beg  to  inclose  a copy  of  an  act  passed  by  our  Legislature,  May  25, 1861, 
and  which  we  this  day  fully  indorse. 

Having,  then,  the  utmost  confidence  in  General  Cooper,  both  as  an 
Indian  agent,  than  whom  no  one  can  stand  higher  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Chickasaws,  and  as  a general  whom  they  have  unanimously  placed  at 
the  head  of  their  forces  to  be  raised  in  defense  of  their  country  and  the 
South,  we  pray  that  no  malicious  or  designing  misrepresentations  may 
deprive  us  of  the  services  of  the  man  of  our  choice,  or  cause  General 
Cooper  to  be  removed  from  the  position  which  he  now  occupies. 

W.  COLBERT, 

Governor. 

WM.  E.  HARRISOK, 

National  Secretary. 

JAMES  GAMBLE, 

Captain  Company  B,  ChicJcasaw  Battalion. 

CYRUS  HARRIS, 

Ex-Governor. 

WILSOK  LOVE, 

Judge  of  Prohate  Court. 
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[ Sub-Inclosure . ] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Chiclcasaw  Nation^  That  in  con- 
sideration of  the  faithful  services  of  D.  H.  Cooper,  in  guarding  the  in- 
terest of  the  Indian  people  during  his  connection  with  them  as  agent, 
and  to  secure  his  services  in  future,  he  be  adopted  a member  of  the 
Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians,  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
immunities  of  a citizen,  according  to  the  eleventh  section  of  geoeral 
provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the  Chickasaw  Kation. 

Passed  the  house  of  representatives  May  25,  1861. 

ALEXANDEE, 

Speaher  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

J.  E.  ANDERSON, 
President  of  the  Senate. 

Attest  : 

C.  CARTER, 

Glerh  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

JAMES  N.  McLISH, 

Clerk  of  the  Senate. 

Aiiproved  May  25,  1861. 

C.  HARRIS, 

Governor. 


I hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a true  copy  of  the  original  now^  on 
file  in  my  office. 


WM.  E.  HARRISON, 

National  Secretary. 


[Iiiclosuro  Xo.  4.] 


His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States : 


[May  18,  1863.] 


We,  the  chief  and  headmen  of  the  Creek  Nation,  and  officers  of  the 
First  and  Second  Creek  Regiments,  do  respectfully  represent  to  you 
the  unprotected,  defenseless,  and  sad  condition  of  our  country  and  our 
people. 

In  the  treaty  made  and  concluded  between  the  Confederate  States 
and  the  Creek  Nation  or  tribe  of  Indians,  July  — , 1861,  it  was  stipulated 
and  agreed  that  the  said  States  would  afford  ample  protection  to  our 
l)eople  and  country  against  our  enemies;  that  we  would  raise  one  regi- 
ment (we  have  raised  two)  to  assist  in  defense  of  the  Indian  country; 
that  they  should  be  armed  by  fhe  said  States,  and  should  receive  the 
same  pay,  clothing,  and  allowances  as  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  were 
citizens  of  said  States.  We  have  also  promises,  given  or  implied,  that 
the  Indian  country  should  be  a separate  department.  It  was  in  fact 
made  so. 

General  Cooper  (then  colonel),  commanding  the  Indian  Department, 
by  his  own  exertions  succeeded  in  raising  two  regiments  Texas  cav- 
alry, two  Choctaw  regiments,  and  one  battalion  Chickasaws,  to  serve 
in  defense  of  the  Indian  country.  General  Pike  raised  one  regiment 
Arkansas  infantry  and  two  artillery  companies,  and  procured  five  bat- 
teries, arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  and  funds  to  supply  this  depart- 
ment. Arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  and  funds  failed  to  reach  it;  it  was 
attached  to  Arkansas,  and  what  was  iirovided  for  us  was  soon  distrib- 
uted among  the  other  troops,  we  receiving  but  a very  small  proportion. 
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Subsistence  was  ordered  to  be  procured  and  transported  into  our  coun- 
try last  summer  and  fall,  sufficient  to  subsist  our  troops  through  the 
winter ; superior  officers  countermanded  them  and  prevented  their  being 
carried  out.  Our  transportation  was  taken,  leaving  us  not  a suffi- 
ciency to  transport  the  baggage  of  the  troops,  and  then,  in  the  depth  of 
winter,  when  it  was  almost  impossible  to  procure  transportation,  and  no 
forage  for  animals  between  Eed  Kiver  and  the  Arkansas,  and  neither 
flour  nor  corn  in  the  country  for  bread  for  the  peoi^le,  the  same  officer 
who  countermanded  the  order  in  the  summer  and  fall  ordered  supplies 
to  be  brought  up  from  Texas  without  furnishing  means  to  transport  it, 
and,  finally,  after  the  Yan  Buren  and  Fort  Smith  stampede,  we  were 
left  to  take  care  of  ourselves,  with  but  7,000  pounds  flour,  on  the  Canadian 
Eiver,  for  the  whole  brigade,  and  none  between  there  and  Eed  Eiver. 
White  troops  were  allowed  to  remain  in  our  country  until  after  the  hard- 
fought  battle  of  Eewtonia,  Mo.,  where  General  Eains,  who  was  within 
25  miles  with  near  5,000  men,  and  who  was  neither  a State  nor  Confed- 
erate States  officer,  was  placed  in  command  by  General  T.  C.  Hindman, 
failed  or  refused  to  support  General  D.  H.  Cooper  after  being  repeat- 
edly asked,  but  ordered  him  back  into  Arkansas ; then  took  away  from 
him  all  the  white  troops,  including  those  raised  expressly  for  defense  of 
the  Indian  country,  except  one  battalion,  and  then  ordered  him  to 
Kansas.  A superior  force  captured  the  only  remaining  battery  and 
drove  us  to  the  south  side  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver  to  winter,  without 
subsistence,  pay,  or  clothing,  with  the  exception  of  a few  suits  given  us 
out  of  our  own  supplies.  Although  the  funds  for  pay  of  troops  and  their 
clothing  reached  our  border,  yet  while  we  were  rejoicing  in  the  prospect 
of  comfort,  they  passed  into  other  hands  in  Arkansas,  against  the  protest 
against  it  and  demand  for  them  of  General  Cooper,  as  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Affairs,  and  we  were  left  to  clothe  ourselves  as  best  we  could, 
without  funds,  and  without  the  goods  in  the  country  to  do  it  with. 

Our  country  has  been  treated  as  a mere  appendage  of  Arkansas, 
where  needy  politicians  and  proteges  of  Arkansas  members  of  Con- 
gress must  be  quartered.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department  is  so  remote  from  us  that  he  is  never  fully  informed 
of  our  condition  and  our  wants,  and,  consequently,  is  liable  to  call  away 
troops  for  our  defense  at  the  very  time  we  most  need  them,  as  was  done 
but  a few  days  ago  in  ordering  back  to  Eed  Eiver  the  Second  Brigade 
(Speight’s)  when  the  enemy  is  within  our  midst,  strengthening  his  posi- 
tion by  intrenchment,  from  which  we  are  unable  to  dislodge  him  for 
want  of  artillery.  To  remedy  the  evil,  we  respectfully  ask  you  to  have 
the  Indian  country  again  created  a separate  department.  We  have 
every  confidence  in  the  skill  and  ability  of  Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper. 
With  him  as  our  leader  and  director,  and  communication  direct  with 
Eichmond  (our  supplies  could  be  obtained  without  their  passing  through 
so  many  hands),  and  the  troops  necessary  for  the  defense  of  the  Indian 
country  not  subject  to  be  removed  at  the  capriee  of  distant  command- 
ing officers,  we  may  be  able  still  to  defend  our  country  and  shield  North- 
ern Texas,  the  great  granary  for  the  army  of  the  West,  from  invasion 
and  devastation. 

Done  in  council  at  Camp  Stonewall,  this  18th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1863. 

MOTY  KANAED, 
Frineipal  Chief,  Fistriet  of  ArJcansas, 

ECHO  HAEJO, 

Frineipal  Chief,  Canadian  District, 
And  others. 
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[InclosTixe  No.  5.] 

Headquarters  Seminole  Battalion, 

Council  House,  Seminole  Nation,  June  6, 1863. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Hayis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States  : 

Sir  : We  have  learned  with  pleasure  that  the  Indian  country  will 
again  be  created  a separate  department,  to  be  composed  of  the  troops 
raised  in  the  Choctaw,  Chickasaw,  Cherokee,  Creek,  and  Seminole  Na- 
tions, and  believing  as  we  do  that  the  welfare  of  the  soldier  depends 
in  a great  measure  on  the  conduct  of  his  commander,  and  having  served 
under  Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper  and  found  him  ever  active  in  doing  the 
best  for  the  troops  in  his  command  in  the  Indian  country  that  could 
l^ossibly  be  done  for  them,  and  believing,  moreover,  that  his  extensive 
acquaintance  with  the  Indian  people  and  their  country  would  enable 
him  to  do  more  for  their  wants  and  defense  than  one  not  so  well  ac- 
quainted, we  heartily  unite  with  our  friends  the  Creeks  and  others  in 
recommending  him  for  the  appointment  of  major-general,  to  command 
the  forces  in  the  department  when  created  j and  feeling  that  due  consid- 
eration will  be  given  the  matter  by  the  proper  department,  we  subscribe 
ourselves  the  President’s  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

JOHN  JUMPEK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Seminole  Battalion, 
GEOEGE  CLOUD, 

Major, 

GEOEGE  PATTEESON, 

Adjutant, 

And  others. 

[Inclosure  No.  6.] 

Prairie  Springs,  Cherokee  Nation, 

June  21, 1863. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States,  Richmond,  Va, : 

Sir  : It  is  with  the  greatest  reluctance  and  disappointment  that  we 
are  made  to  believe  and  understand  from  our  lately  returned  delegate 
from  Congress  that  other  and  more  important  propositions  have  been 
consulted  and  advised  at  Eichmond  than  those  so  lately  guaranteed  and 
granted  by  a treaty  of  peace,  friendship,  and  alliance  betwixt  a highly 
honored  commissioner  from  the  Confederate  States  and  the  Cherokee 
people  at  Tahlequah,  no  longer  ago  than  September,  1861 5 and  as 
the  aforesaid  proposition  involves  the  very  existence,  welfare,  and  hap- 
piness of  the  Cherokee  people,  we  do,  therefore,  on  account  of  our 
good  feelings  toward  the  Confederate  States  and  the  Southern  people, 
adopt  this  method  of  expressing  to  you  our  abhorrence  of  and  earnest 
protest  against  any  new  scheme  or  form  of  policy  that  would  conflict 
with  any  portion  of  our  existing  treaty  obligations. 

We  deeply  regret  having  to  say  to  you  that  our  delegate,  in  whom  we 
placed  full  confidence  and  reliance,  has,  after  a period  of  two  years’  war- 
fare upon  our  country,  returned  to  his  people  from  the  seat  of  your 
Government,  after  being  received  and  accepted  as  a delegate  from  the 
Cherokee  people  to  your  Congress,  and  proposes  for  his  own  interest, 
and  that  of  some  of  his  friends,  that  we,  the  Cherokee  people  in  council 
assembled,  pass  some  law  by  which  the  introduction  of  white  citizens 
from  the  Confederate  States  can' be  so  effected  as  to  give  to  each  and 
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every  citizen  and  their  families  an  equal  share  in  -all  our  lands,  priv- 
ileges, and  rights  as  Cherokee  citizens  ; and  all  he  proposes  *to  give  us 
for  the  surrender  of  our  nationality,  lands,  and  homes  is,  that  we  will 
be  granted  one  brigadier  general,  one  more  colonel,  a few  favorite  posi- 
tions in  office,  and  a ruined  people. 

We  were  the  first  of  our  Nation  to  take  up  arms  in  favor  of  the  rights 
of  the  South.  It  was  by  our  exertions,  and  through  circumstances  we 
brought  about,  that  caused  our  Chief  Ross  to  treat  with  the  Confederate 
States  Government.  We  were  present  when  the  treaty  was  made,  were 
a party  to  it,  and  rejoiced  when  it  was  done.  In  that  treaty  our  rights 
to  our  country  as  a Nation  were  guaranteed  to  us  forever,  and  the  Confed- 
erate States  promised  to  protect  us  in  them.  We  enlisted  under  the  ban- 
ners of  those  States,  and  have  fought  in  defense  of  our  country  under 
that  treaty  and  for  the  rights  of  the  South  for  nearly  two  years.  We 
have  been  driven  from  our  homes,  and  suffered  severe  hardships,  priva- 
tions, and  losses,  and  now  we  are  informed,  when  brighter  prospects  are 
before  us,  that  you  think  it  best  for  us  to  give  part  of  our  lands  to  our 
white  friends ; that,  to  defend  our  country  and  keep  troops  for  our  pro- 
tection, we  must  raise  and  enlist  them  from  our  own  territory,  and  that 
it  is  actually  necessary  that  they  are  citizens  of  our  country  to  enable 
us  to  keep  them  with  us.  To  do  this  would  be  the  end  of  our  national 
existence  and  the  ruin  of  our  people.  Two  things  above  all  others  we 
hold  most  dear,  our  nationality  and  the  welfare  of  our  people.  Had  the 
war  been  our  own,  there  would  have  been  justice  in  the  proposition,  but 
it  is  that  of  another  nation.  We  are  allies,  assisting  in  establishing  the 
rights  and  independence  of  another  nation.  We,  therefore,  in  justice  to 
ourselves  and  our  people,  cannot  agree  to  give  a part  of  our  domain  as 
an  inducement  to  citizens  of  another  Government  to  fight  their  own  bat- 
tles and  for  their  own  country;  besides,  it  would  open  a door  to  admit 
as  citizens  of  our  Nation  the  worst  class  of  citizens  of  the  Confederate 
States.  In  our  opinion,  inducement  sufficient  has  already  been  offered 
to  cause  all  good  men  and  true  patriots  to  enlist ; those  that  are  yet  out 
of  the  service  are  nearly  all  deserters,  of  doubtful  patriotism  or  of  the 
lowest  character.  To  admit  such  as  these,  our  country  would  soon  be 
filled  with  the  worst  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  they  a 
majority  over  us.  Our  elections  and  councils  would  be  controlled  by 
them,  and  any  measure  brought  up  for  the  protection  and  interest  of 
the  Indian,  unless  it  was  also  to  the  interest  of  the  white  citizen,  would 
never  be  passed,  and  the  Cherokee  would  soon  be  a stranger  at  his 
home  and  in  his  own  country.  Against  such  a scheme  we  respectfully, 
earnestly,  and  solemnly  protest,  and  in  doing  so  we  express  the  senti- 
ments of  two-thirds  of  our  people. 

We  have  no  longer  any  confidence  in  our  delegate,  and  take  this 
means  of  expressing  to  you  our  disapprobation  of  his  course  and  the 
propositions  made  in  convention  upon  his  return. 

In  the  plan  of  again  creating  this  a separate  and  distinct  department, 
we  heartily  concur.  While  it  has  been  connected  with  Arkansas  and 
•the  Trans-Mississippi  District,  we  have  suffered  most  severely;  but  in 
carrying  it  out  we  have  our  doubts  and  fears,  as  we  have  great  reason 
for  suspecting  that  there  may  be  some  political  understanding  with  our 
member  and  others  from  the  border  States  for  effecting  this  scheme, 
and  promoting  to  high  position  .some  commander,  who  would  favor  the 
downfall  and  destruction  of  our  nationalities.  Should  you  deem  it  nec- 
essary to  appoint  for  this  division  a commanding  general  for  the  Indian 
Department,  we  hope  and  pray  that  it  will  not  be  one  of  partiality  and 
prejudices,  to  our  total  ruin;  while  [wc  have]  men  in  whom  we  have 
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every  coiifideiiee,  and  in  whose  hands  we  believ^e  onr  Nation  would 
l)rosper  and  our  general  welfare  and  happiness  be  promoted.  Such  we 
have  found  Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper  to  be  in  all  liis  relations  in  Indian 
affairs. 

Our  convention  will  be  called  together  soon,  and  the  wishes  of  the 
whole  people  expressed  and  forwarded  to  you. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

SAML.  M.  TAYLOK, 

Acting  Assistant  Chief,  Cherohee  Nation. 
JOHN  SPEARS, 

Executive  Council. 
ALEX.  FOREMAN, 

President  of  the  Convention. 

[Inclosure  No.  7.] 

Prairie  Springs,  C.  N.,  June  24,  1863. 

Sir  : The  question  of  again  creating  the  Indian  Territory  a separate 
military  department,  we  understand,  has  been  brought  uii.  We  hoiie  it 
may  be  created.  Since  it  has  been  attached  to  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Histrict  the  country  and  people  have  suffered  severely.  Supplies  and 
funds  for  pay  of  troops,  having  to  pass  through  so  many  hands,  are  long 
delayed,  and  many  of  them  never  reach  us.  Arkansas  military  leaders 
stripped  the  Indian  Department  of  all  that  General  Pike  provided  for 
it.  Troops  that  liad  been  raised  for  the  express  purpose  of  defending 
the  Indian  country  were  taken  away  from  it  at  a time  the  enemy  was 
invading  it,  and  their  services  most  needed,  and  the  Indians  left  to  de- 
fend it  as  best  they  could,  without  arms,  subsistence,  and  clothing  that 
had  long  been  proHiised,  and  which  had  even  reached  the  border  of  their 
country,  yet  passed  into  other  hands,  with  the  exception  of  a few  suits, 
and  many  of  them  troops  with  pay  due  for  twelve  months.  We  do  not 
mention  this  with  any  spirit  of  complaint,  but  to  show  the  necessity  of 
creating  the  Territory  a separate  department.  But  while  we  greatly  de- 
sire it  to  be  made  so,  we  are  fearful  that  some  favorite  Arkansas  military 
])olitician  may  be  appointed  to  command  it,  as  we  have  reasons  for  be- 
lieving that  some  of  them  are  looking  to  and  are  aspiring  for  it.  As  far 
as  our  observation  and  knowledge  extend,  Arkansas  politicians  who 
fill  military  oflices  are  endeavoring  to  lay  a foundation  upon  which  to 
build  political  capital  hereafter,  and  politics  m that  State  have  mixed 
too  much  with  military  appointments  in  it  for  the  good  of  the  State  or 
Indian  country.  It  is  our  desire  that  this  department  be  separated  from 
all  others.  If  you  deem  it  best  to  grant  our  desires,  we  earnestly  request 
you  to  at)poiut  to  the  command  of  it  Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper,  a man  in 
whom  we  have  every  confidence,  and  who  has  been  with  us  from  the 
beginning  of  tlie  war;  who  has  suffered  with  us  and  has  shared  all  our 
privations,  and  who,  by  his  own  exertions,  raised  troops  for  our  defense, 
and,  when  the  enemy  had  advanced  to  the  center  of  the  Indian  Territory, 
came  to  the  rescue,  and,  by  his  firmness,  drove  them  from  the  coun- 
try, and  marched  his  little  army  into  Missouri  and  there  gained  some 
advantages  over  them,  but  was  not  supported  by  officers  placed  in  com- 
mand over  him  by  x>olitical  military  chieftains,  but  ordered  back  into 
Arkansas,  the  troops  he  had  raised  fov  our  defense  taken  from  him, 
and  we,  composing  but  a small  force,  were  driven  south  of  the  Arkansas 
River,  and  when  all  other  generals  had  deserted  and  deprived  us  of  all 
that  was  necessary  to  render  us  efficient  and  comfortable,  with  a dreary 
winter  before  us,  with  no  subsistence  and  an  enemy  in  our  midst,  he 
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aloue  stood  by  to  counsel  and  direct  us,  and  placed  bis  little  suffering 
army  in  tbe  most  advantageous  positions  to  check  the  enemy  and  pro- 
tect the  whole  country.  This  is  the  general  above  all  others  we  desire 
to  be  placed  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Indian  Territory. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

TANDY  WALKER  ET  AL. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  8.] 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War  for  the  Confederate  States  of  America  : 

Sir:  We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed, citizens  of  the  Indian 
country,  in  treaty  relation  with  the  Southern  Confederacy,  and  others 
of  the  army  for  the  same  country,  would  most  earnestly  and  respectfully 
beg  leave  to  represent  to  you,  as  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  for  the 
Southern  Confederacy,  the  very  imminent  danger  in  which  we  consider  our 
whole  country  placed,  consequent,  as  we  think,  upon  the  mismanagement 
or  inefficiency  of  some  who  have  had  the  military  control  over  us.  Though 
for  the  past  eighteen  months,  or  longer,  an  army  of  considerable  force 
has  been  stationed  amongst  us,  yet  so  far  it  has  failed  to  prevent  the  in- 
vasion and  destruction  of  a great  part  of  onr  country,  and  now  the  whole 
is  most  seriously  threatened.  The  entire  [country]  of  the  Cherokee  Na- 
tion is  laid  waste,  its  most  valuable  improvements  in  ashes,  and  its  loyal 
citizens,  many  of  them,  reduced  from  competency  or  affluence  to  poverty, 
driven  from  their  homes,  many  of  them  without  a bed  to  lie  on  or  a change 
of  clothing  to  put  on.  The  Creek  Nation  now,  since  the  late  retreat  of 
our  army  on  the  25th^  26th,  27ih,  and  28th  of  August,  to  a point  in  the 
Choctaw  Nation  80  miles  south  of  the  Creek  southern  boundary,  and 
about  50  miles  from  Red  River,  is  left  in  the  same  condition.  Its  people 
are  rushing  into  the  Chickasaw  country  by  thousands,  leaving  good 
crops  behind  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Federal  troops,  and  they 
coming  where  there  are  no  supplies  but  at  high  prices,  while  they  have 
nothing  with  which  to  pay.  But  this  is  not  all.  It  needs  but  another 
forward  move  of  the  Federal  army  to  engulf  us  all.  We  are  now  driven 
to  the  last  point,  for  certainly  there  is  no  place  for  Indians  south  of  Red 
River.  Nor  is  this  state  of  affairs,  as  we  think, because  the  military  force 
of  the  country  has  not  been  sufficient  nor  the  men  of  the  army  not  both 
good  and  true,  nor  because  the  body  of  the  officers  are  not  as  good  as  the 
best,  but  simply  and  clearly  for  the  want  of  a suitable  commander-in- 
chief, we  mean  in  this  division,  not  the  Trans-Mississippi  District ; and, 
sir,  it  is  for  the  supply  of  that  officer  we  would  respectfully  supplicate. 

We  have  severed  our  connection  from  the  Government  and  people  of 
the  United  States,  and,  in  affection  and  confidence  in  the  friendship  and 
ability  of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  have  allied  ourselves  to  it.  We 
have  placed  our  all  as  a sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  its  cause,  more  than 
any  other  people,  for  with  its  failure  all  is  gone,  and  we  are  left  without 
even  a place  to  flee  to  in  the  Western  wilds,  or  those  that  may  escape 
the  sword  of  the  destroyer  to  be  merged  among  our  enemies — no  more 
nations  of  the  earth. 

We  look  to  you,  sir,  for  promised  protection  and  defense  j we  have  no 
other  arm  on  which  to  lean ; we  trust  in  the  integrity  of  the  Southern 
heart.  We  shall  not  be  deceived.  Sir,  our  country  is  our  inother,  and 
every  child  has  a right  to  cry  out  when  its  mother  is  stabbed  to  the 
heart.  This,  we  hope,  will  plead  for  us,  and  excuse  for  thus  intruding 
ourselves  upon  you.  Without  specially  complaining  of  any  one  who 
has  been  chief  in  command  in  our  countiy,  we  simply  say  they  have  not 
shown  themselves  worthy  of  our  confidence,  nor  has  our  cause  prospered 
in  their  hands.  But,  sir,  we  have  the  man  amongst  us  who  possesses  our 
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confidence  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  we  respectfully  ask  that  you  will 
place  him  in  position  free  and  untrammeled,  in  full  command  ot  all  the 
military  forces  operating  in  any  way  in  the  Indian  country,  and  then, 
with  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence  on  our  cause,  we  fully  believe  all 
will  be  safe.  We  need  not  tell  you  that  the  man  of  our  choice  is  our  well- 
tried  friend,  Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper,  now  in  command  of  the  Indian 
brigade.  We  respectfully  ask  his  appointment  to  this  position  because 
we  believe  him  to  be  in  every  respect  worthy  and  well  qualified;  be- 
cause we  believe  him  to  be  the  true  friend  of  the  Indian  people,  as 
most  fully  proved  during  the  term  of  years  he  has  been  with  us  as  Indian 
agent,  as  well  as  general  in  the  field,  evincing  a character  of  unbending 
integrity  and  truth  ; because  no  man  can  command  the  confidence  of 
the  Indian  people  as  he  can,  nor  lead  them  so  successfully  to  victory. 
Nor  is  this  confidence  confined  to  the  Indian  people,  but  confidence  in 
Cooper  is  the  voice  of  Northern  Texas ; because  he  is  a true  patriot, 
no  mercenary,  no  Northern  man  with  Southern  principles,  but  a true 
son  of  the  South,  with  true  patriotism  imbedded  in  his  heart — a heart 
devoted  to  his  country's  indexjendence ; because  he  has  proved  himself 
wise  in  council,  able  in  the  field,  firm,  prudent,  courageous,  kind  to  his 
men,  commanding  implicit  obedience  with  high  respect,  no  tyrant ; in 
short,  because  we  believe  him  to  possess  full  qualifications  for  the  posi- 
tion we  ask  for  him,  and  more  competent  than  any  other  to  fill  it. 

Sir,  our  prayer  is  that  you  will  grant  our  request  speedily,  as  the  only 
means  now  in  your  hands  to  repair  in  any  degree  the  injuries  we  have 
suffered,  and  then,  as  with  one  heart,  we  will  rush  to  his  standard  and 
drive  the  Vandals  from  our  soil,  and  though  it  will  be  a desolated  coun- 
try, yet  it  will  again  be  our  homes,  and  the  hand  of  industry  will  make 
it  rich.  But,  sir,  deny  us  this,  our  only  request,  and  hope  dies,  and  we 
and  our  country  are  lost. 


Resolved  hij  the  Legislature  of  the  Chiclcasaw  Nation^  That  this  petition, 
hereby  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  Southern  Confederacy 
by  the  Indian  peoi)le,  praying  the  promotion  of  General  D.  H.  Cooper 
to  full  command  of  their  forces  of  this  country,  speaks  the  true  senti- 
ments of  tbe  Chickasaw  people,  and  is  unanimously  concurred  in  and 
desired  by  both  houses  of  the  Legislature. 

Passed  the  House  of  Eei)resentatives  October  7,  1863. 

WILLIAM  McLISH, 
Speaker  of  the  Bouse  of  Representatives. 

CYRUS  HARRIS, 

Cleric  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Passed  the  Senate  October  7,  1863. 

WILLIAM  KEMP, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
COLBERT  CARTER, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  October  7,  1863. 

WINCHESTER  COLBERT, 

Governor  of  Chickasaw  R'ation. 

Attest : 

WILLIAM  F.  HARRISON, 

National  Secretary. 


1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  General  Council  of  the  Choctaw  Nation  in  council 
assembled.,  That  it  is  the  wish  of  this  nation  of  people  that  General 
Douglas  H.  Cooper,  now  brigadier-general  commanding,  in  the  absence 
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of  Brigadier-General  Steele,  be,  by  the  War  Department  of  tbe  Confed- 
erate States,  placed  in  exclusive  command  of  the  Indian  Territorial  De- 
partment, if  compatible  with  the  will  of  the  Confederate  military  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

2.  Be  it  further  resolved^  That  this  government  is  at  present,  and  has 
been  at  all  times,  unanimous  and  united  in  its  determined  and  unchang- 
ing constancy  to  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  be  their  destiny 
what  it  may. 

3.  Be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  granting  of  our  wish,  as  expressed 
in  the  first  of  these  resolutions,  by  the  Confederate  military  depart- 
ment, will  place  us  under  renewed  obligations  to  call  to  the  field  of 
battle  many  more  of  our  willing,  brave  warriors. 

4.  Beit  further  resolved,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded 
to  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  commander-in-chief  of  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department,  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Confederate  Indian  Nations,  and 
to  General  Douglas  II.  Cooper,  brigadier-general,  commanding,  &c. 

Approved  October  8,  1863. 

SAME.  GARLAND, 
Principal  Chief  of  the  Choctaw  Nation. 

[Inclosure  No.  9.] 

Camp  Bragg,  Choctaw  Nation,  October  14,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Comdg.  Trans  Mississippi  Department,  Shreveport,  La. : 

We,  the  undersigned,  officers  of  Texas  troops,  would  most  respect- 
fully represent  that  we  are  desirous  of  correcting  any  misapprehensions 
that  have  or  may  reach  your  headquarters  in  regard  to  Brig.  Gen.  D. 
H.  Cooper,  commanding  First  Indian  Brigade.  VVe  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  reports  have  reached  you  prejudicial  to  him  as  an  officer,  and 
that  if  he  should  be  placed  in  command  of  this  department,  as  the  In- 
dians desire,  that  the  Texas  troops  would  be  unwilling  to  serve  under 
him.  Not  so,  but,  on  the  contrary,  our  commands,  while  we  regard  the 
present  commander,  Brig.  Gen.  W.  Steele,  as  a gentleman  and  efficient 
officer,  believe  that  General  Cooper  would  harmonize  the  troops  in  the 
department,  and  accomplish  more  good  than  any  other  officer  that  might 
be  placed  in  command;  and  having  served  under  him,  some  of  us  for 
more  than  two  years,  would  still  cheerfully  continue,  and  believe  that 
should  other  white  troops  be  placed  here  that  they  would-be  equally 
well  satisfied. 

OTIS  G.  WELCH, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Twenty-ninth  Texas  Cavalry. 

J.  A.  CARROLL, 

Major  Twenty-ninth  Texas  Cavalry. 

LEO.  C.  DE  MORSE, 
Adjutant  Twenty-ninth  Texas  Cavalry. 

L.  E.  GILLETT, 

Major,  Commanding  Wells’’  Battalion  Texas  Cavalry. 

GEO.  G.  DUGGINS, 
Assistant  Surgeon  Wells’  Battalion. 


Office  Senior  Surgeon,  Fourth  Brigade, 

Camp  Bragg,  Arh.,  December  29,  1863. 
Col.  S.  P.  Burns,  Commanding  Fourth  Brigade : 

Colonel  : The  medical  officers  of  this  brigade  having  heard  semi- 
officially that  a movement  for  the  simple  purpose  of  changing  camp  was 
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coiiteiiiplated,  they  have  agreed  with  me  in  reference  to  its  eftect  upon 
the  health  of  the  troops  under  your  command,  and  I therefore  deem  it 
strictly  my  duty  to  advise  with  you  in  reference  to  it,  so  that  you  may 
properly  represent  the  matter  to  the  division  commander. 

We  have  been  in  this  camp  ten  weeks,  and,  on  account  of  the  scarcity 
of  tools,  it  has  taken  us  eight  weeks  to  ])repare  comfortable  quarters. 
Were  we  to  move  at  this  time  we  would  lose  the  benefit  of  our  labors, 
and  it  would  be  the  1st  of  March  before  we  could  get  suitable  quarters 
])repared  in  a new  camp,  at  which  time  the  spring  campaign  will  surely 
commence.  The  men  are  poorly,  very  poorly,  supplied  with  blankets 
and  tents,  and  from  their  cabins  to  out-of- doors  would  be  a verj^  great 
change.  The  weather  will  be  for  the  next  tw^o  months  very  wet  and 
cool,  which,  in  conjunction  with  the  change  in  sleeping,  will  inevitably 
])roduce  a large  amount  of  sickness,  principally  pneumonia  and  typhoid 
fever,  the  two  fell  scourges  of  the  army.  Our  general  hospital  accom- 
modations and  supplies  of  medicines  are  very  limited,  and  we  are  not 
prepared  to  meet  the  demands  of  much  sickness.  We  must  use  t>ro- 
phylactic  and  hygienic  measures  to  preserve  the  health  of  our  army, 
and  not  attempt  to  cure  men  who  are  made  sick  by  improper  manage- 
ment. 

If  this  move  is  made  it  is  the  honest  conviction  of  your  medical  officers 
that  many,  very  many,  valuable  lives  will  thereby  be  sacrificed ; and  in 
the  spring,  when  you  may  wish  healthy,  cheerful  men  to  enter  upon  act- 
ive duties,  you  will  find  them  crowding  your  hospitals  and  invalids  in 
cam]).  Our  health  is  remarkably  good  at  this  time  in  the  entire  bri- 
gade; only  4G  reported  unfit  for  duty,  a^id  the  diseases  are  of  a very 
mild  character. 

Your  quartermaster  informs  me  that  he  can  easily  forage  and  ration 
the  'brigade  at  this  camp  during  the  wdiiter,  and  even  should  we  be 
compelled  to  transport  these  things  for  some  distance,. would  it  not  be 
better  to  sacrifice  a few  mules  than  a large  number  of  men  ? ^ 

I am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

E.  W.  HEENDON, 

Senior  Surgeon^  Fourth  Brigade. 

[Indorsements.] 


Headquarters  Fourth  Brigade,  Price’s  Division, 

December  30,  18G3. 

Eespectfully  forwarded.  The  opinions  expressed  by  Surgeon  Hern- 
don are  fully  coincided  in  by  me. 

S.  P.  BUENS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Camden,  January  4,  18G4. 

Eespectfully  returned  to  Major-General  Price,  who  will  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  subsistence  of  his  troops  in  their  present  cami)  as  long  as 
possible.  He  is  authorized  to  send  his  artillery  horses  and  such  jiart 
of  his  transportation  as  can  be  spared  to  the  neighborhood  of  Lewis- 
ville, or  such  other  nearer  point  as  he  may  deem  advisable,  where  they 
can  be  foraged  ; as  also  to  make  any  other  arrangement  that  he  may 
consider  necessary,  being  always  certain  that  he  can  recall  his  trans- 
portation and  artillery  horses  in  forty-eight  hours  at  furthest. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes : 

J.  F.  BELTOK, 

Lieutenant -Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Abstract  from  return*  of  the  Trans-Mississi})])^  Beparlmeut,  General  JC.  Kirby  Smith  com- 
manding, for  December  31,  1863. 


Districts. 

Present  for  duty. 

Effective  total  pies- 

ent.t 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Stations.’ 

Officers. 

Men. 

Aggregate. 

Arkansas 

1,  032 

10,  354 

11,  380 

11,  520 

1 

13,905 

1 

25,  023 

Camden,  Ark.,  December  10, 1863. 

Indian  Territory  . . 

101 

1,  005 

1,  820 

1,895 

2,  241 

8,  885 

Doaksville,  C.  N.,  January  3,  ’64. 

Texas 

7]9 

9,103 

9,  822 

9,815 

11,400 

10,  952 

West  Louisiana  . . . 

890 

10,  057 

11,  547 

11,  015 

13,  441 

21,  829 

Alexandria,  La.,  December  31, ’63. 

Total 

2,  802 

31,779 

34,  581 

34,  845 

40,  987 

73,289 

Abstract  from  monthly  return  of  Marfhaduke’s  division  Volunteer  Cavalry,  commanded  by 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke,  December  31,  1863. 


Command. 

Present  for  duty. 

1 

JO 

*[> 

u 

(O 

m 

cf) 

o 

« 

5 

H 

Pieces  of  artillery. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

" and  absent. 

Cavalry. 

Artillery. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Cabell’s  brigade  

141 

1,  093 

936 

1,  589 

2,  514 

IVtarmarlnVe’s  hi  io'arle.  1 . 

88 

' 765 

1,065 

1, 101 

1,  894 

Slielbv’s  brigade 

132 

1,156 

1,514 

1,  511 

2, 607 

ood’s  battalion  

Ilronka’  cniTimnnd  . . 

29 

371 

486 

602 

Artillery  corps  >. 

12 

192 

324 

16 

238 

369 

Total 

390 

3,385 

12 

192 

3,  839 

16 

4,925 

7,  986 

Abstract  from  return  of  the  District  of  the  Indian  Tertitory,  eommanded  by  Brig.  Gen. 
Samuel  B.  Max'ey,  for  December,  1863  ; headquarters  Doaksville,  Ind.  T. 


Samuel  W.  Meltou,  assistant  Jifljutant-jjeneral. 

t The  enlisted  men  “present  ibr  duty”  and  present  on  “ extra  duty”  thus  n^-ported 
on  original. 

tLawther’s  regiment  (aggregate  5.59)  detached. 

^ Aggregate  294  (detached), 
li  Howell’s  and  Krumhliaar’s  l)atteries. 
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February  16, 1864. 

Consolidated  inspection  report  of  Trans- Mississippi  Department^  made  hy 

order  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  of  the  Confederate  States 

Army. 

Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  Commanding  Department. — This  officer  pos- 
sesses the  confidence  of  the  people  and  the  army;  gives  his  attention  to 
his  duties,  and  deserves  the  great  confidence  reposed  in  him. 

Assistant  Adjutant-GeneraVs  Office. — In  excellent  condition,  evincing 
great  system  in  all  its  details.  Paper  marked  A will  show  a list  of 
staff  officers.* 

Assistant  Inspector- GeneraVs  Office. — Great  energy  and  capacity  is 
displayed  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  this  branch  of  the  service. 
I would  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  reports  and  papers  obtained 
from  this  office,  showing  the  system  and  results  of  the  inspection  of  the 
department,  marked  A A.t 

Chief  Quartermaster^  Department. — Cbmiietency  and  capacity  evinced 
by  the  system  of  the  officers,  and  great  accuracy  in  the  accounts  and 
distribution  of  the  funds.  Money  is  greatly  needed.  The  large  drafts 
sent  to  this  department  from  Treasury  Department  at  Eichmond  it  has 
been  impossible  to  use.  I beg  leave  to  refer  yon  to  the  report  of  Colonel 
O’Bannon,  marked  B,  chief  quartermaster.  The  plan  adopted  of  re- 
quiring the  quarterly  returns  of  the  different  offices  to  be  sent  to  this 
office  for  examination  will  work  great  good,  and  enable  the  lieutenant- 
general  commanding  to  ascertain  the  incompetent  officers  in  this  de- 
partment. The  inspection*  of  this  office  was  very  satisfactory.  It  is 
proper  to  state  that  not  one-half  of  the  quartermasters  of  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department  are  properly  bonded  or  appointed,  which  renders 
doubly  important  the  frequent  examination  of  their  accounts.  Since 
the  fall  of  Vicksburg  it  has  been  impossible,  almost,  ta  transmit  papers 
of  this  character  to  Eichmond.  The  troops  are  tolerably  well  clothed. 
I refer  you  to  Major  Haynes’  report  on  the  subject  of  clothing,  marked 
C,  and  Major  Carr’s  report  marked  D,  chief  paymaster  of  the  depart- 
ment, concerning  the  payment  of  the  troops.  They  have  been  paid  up 
to  August  30,  1863. 

Chief  Commissary  Department. — In  the  hands  of  able  and  good  men, 
who  are  doing  their  duty.  I refer  you  to  report  of  Major  Thomas, 
marked  E,  for  information  concerning  supplies.  There  is  no  scarcity, 
and  the  troops  are  generally  well  fed.  Beef,  corn,  molasses,  and  sugar 
are  abundant.  The  same  system  has  been  adopted  in  this  as  in  the 
quartermaster’s  department  to  ferret  out  incompetent  officers.  Large 
numbers  of  acting  assistant  commissaries  not  properl3^  bonded  nor  ap- 
pointed. Paper  marked  E E,t  for  list  of  officers  and  agents  subsistence 
department. 

Chief  of  Ordnance  Department. — I refer  you  to  Major-General  Huger’s 
report,  marked  F,  and  Major  Ehett’s  report  to  me,  marked  G.  They 
both  iinjiressed  me  as  competent  officers  endeavoring  to  do  their  duty. 
The  resources  of  the  depot  are  ample,  with  a little  more  time  and  proper 
amount  of  funds,  to  suppl.y  all  the  ammunition  needed.  There  is  plenty 
on  hand  for  immediate  use,  and  small-arms  cannot  be  made  in  the  de- 
imrtment  in  such  quantities  as  are  needed,  and  I would  urge  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  thirty  thousand  stand  being  sent  to  the  department 
immediatel.y.  Thej^  are  greatly  needed.  With  them  the  department 
would  be  rendered  able  for  olfensive  movements.  There  is  sufficient 


Omitted,  with  other  inclosiires  relatiug  to  matters  of  detail. 


t Omitted. 
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artillery  for  field  use,  with  ammunitiou  enough  for  present  purposes  and 
arrangements  to  manufacture  what  will  be  required. 

Chief  of  Medical  Department. — Hospitals  in  Shreveport  in  good  con- 
dition, and  the  officers  seem  to  be  attentive  to  their  sick.  T refer  you 
to  the  returns  of  Surgeon  Haden,  medical  director,  for  list  of  medical 
officers,  marked  H.* 

Signal  Corps. — I refer  you  to  papers  marked  1,*  Signal  Corps. 

Number  of  Troops  in  Department. — In  the  District  of  Arkansas,  total 
present  for  duty,  10,'354;  aggregate  present  and  absent,  25,023.  In  the 
District  of  Western  Louisiana,  total  present  for  duty,  10,057 ; aggregate 
present  and  absent,  21,808.  In  the  District  of  Texas,  present  for  duty, 
of  Confederate  troops  (as  shown  by  returns  made  out  by  myself),  7,574; 
aggregate  present  and  absent,  12,992 ; State  troops  present  for  duty, 
1,529;  aggregate  present  and  absent,  3,900.  (It  is  proper  to  state  that 
all  the  State  troops  I did  not  inspect,  some  being  on  detached  service^) 

The  total  number  of  State  troops  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  papers 
marked  State -troops,  J.*  It  will  also  be  seen  that  the  returns  sif^ned 
by  myself  differ  in  number  and  regiments  from  the  returns  furnished 
me  by  assistant  adjutant- general  of  Major-General  Magruder.  I have 
not  been  able  to  account  for  it  satisfactorily,  as  I made  out  the  returns 
signed  by  myself  after  I had  left  the  district,  and  found  it  varied  so 
much  I deem  it  proper  to  submit  both.  . I called  the  attention  of  the 
lieutenant-general  commanding  to  it.  It  is  also  proper  to  state  that 
Brigadier- General  Green’s  command  had  been  ordered  to  Texas,  and 
were  in  that  district  when  I left  the  department. 

In  the  District  of  the  Indian  Territory,  present  for  duty,  1,666;  total 
present  and  absent,  8,885.  Eeference  to  returns  from  this  district  will 
show  that  General  Maxey  had  arrived  and  taken  command.  It  is  be- 
lieved he  will  restore  confidence  and  excite  a proper  spirit  in  the  troops. 
The  total  aggregate  present  for  duty  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment is  31,780;  aggregate  present  and  absent,  73,268. 

It  is  believed  that,  with  small-arms  sufficient,  the  ‘‘present  for  duty” 
can  be  increased,  with  the  conscripts  to  be  enrolled  and  brought  into 
the  service,  to  60,000  men.  Ten  thousand  of  the  “ present  for  duty,”  as 
shown  by  the  returns,  are  very  poorly  armed ; indeed,  2,000  are  with- 
out arms.  I would  respectfully  refer  you  to  full  returns,  marked  K.t 

Chief  of  Engineer  Corps. — Seems  to  be  an  oficer  of  merit  and  great 
energy. 

Conscription  Bureau. — I refer  you  to  papers  marked  L.|  General 
Greer  seems  to  be  an  officer  of  energy  and  capacity;  his  office  well 
arranged.  I was  not  able  to  obtain  as  full  information  as  I desired  of 
the  number  of  conscripts  in  the  department,  but  I do  not  consider  it  a 
large  estimate  to  say,  with  the  repeal  of  the  exemption  and  substitute 
laws,  that  15,000  new  troops  can  be  brought  into  the  field. 

Cotton  Bureau. — This  bureau  has  been  established  by  the  lieutenant- 
general  commanding,  and  is  in  the  hands  of  excellent  business  men,  and 
will  accomplish  great  good  if  properly  supported  by  his  district  com- 
manders. The  former  system  worked  great  injury  to  our  cause  in  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and  the  unrestricted  trade  that  was 
carried  on  with  Mexico,  while  it  was  demoralizing  to  our  iieople,  tended 
greatly  to  depreciate  our  currency,  and  brought  us  in  return  but  few 
supplies  for  our  army,  and  seduced  the  people  into  speculation.  I refer 
you  to  the  reports  of  the  Cotton  Bureau,  with  accompanying  orders  and 
papers,  inclosed  in  envelope  marked  M.|  They  are  worthy  of  great 


Omitted. 


t Not  found. 


t Printed  in  Series  I,  Vol.  XXVI. 
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consideration.  Also  to  report  of  Mr.  Sorley,  dei)ositary,  marked  M M.* 
He  is  an  experienced  merchant  of  the  highest  character. 

Eemarks. — I would  respectfully  suggest  that  as  full  power  as  possi- 
ble, subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President,  be  delegated  to  the  lieu- 
tenant general  commanding  as  will  enable  him  to  correct  abuses  and 
render  efficient  his  army.  The  great  distance  and  the  increasing  diffi- 
culty of  safe  communication  with  Eichmond  render  it  important  that 
this  should  be  done.  The  great  regard  of  the  lieutenant-general  com- 
manding for  law,  his  ability  and  lofty  patriotism  and  devotion  to  our 
cause,  would  be  a guarantee  against  all  improper  use  of  the  power 
given  him.  The  morale  and  patriotism  of  the  army  and  people  are 
excellent,  and  they  have  an  unshaken  confidence  in  the  patriotism  of 
the  President  and  his  ability  to  conduct  this  revolution  to  a successful 
termination. 

.District  of  Arkansas,  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  Commanding. — 
This  officer  impressed  me  with  the  purity  of  his  motives  and  his  great 
devotion  to  our  cause.  He  is  temperate  in  his  habits;  the  reports  cir- 
culated against  him  in  this  respect  are  without  the  slightest  foundation. 
The  dissatisfaction  with  him,  both  in  the  army  and  among  the  people,  is 
very  great,  and  I fear  has  become  so  firmly  fixed  that  his  usefulness  as 
the  commanding  general  of  this  district  is  greatly  impaired. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General’s  Office.  — In  good  condition;  competent 
officers.  For  a list  of  the  staff,  reference  is  called  to  returns  marked  K.t 

Inspector’s  Office. — Very  good  condition  ; much  zeal  manifested  on  the 
part  of  the  officers. 

Commanders  of  Divisions  and  Brigades. — Major  General  Price  is  at- 
tentive to  his  duties ; his  division  in  good  condition.  His  brigadier- 
generals,  Parsons,  Tappan,  Drayton,  and  Churchill,  are  excellent  offi- 
cers, and  take  great  interest  in  their  commands.  Brigadier  General 
Fagan,  who  commands  his  own  brigade  and  several  regiments  of  State 
troops,  is  a fine  officer,  and  has  his  command  in  good  condition.  They 
are  all  sober  and  faithlul  officers.  Brigadier- General  Marmaduke,  com- 
manding cavalry,  is  a safe,  reliable  officer.  If  wanting  in  any  quality, 
it  is  in  dash. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Officers  of  Division.,  and  Brigade  Coynmand- 
ers. — The  condition  of  these  offices  reflects  great  credit  on  the  officers 
in  charge ; especaally  is  this  the  case  in  the  assistant  adjutant-generabs 
office  of  Major  General  Price.  I refer  you  to  papers  marked  Ef  for  a 
list  of  his  staff  officers;  also  to  a letter  from  Major  Maclean,  assistant 
adjutant-general. f I expected  a complete  list  of  all  the  staff'  officers 
in  the  district,  and  regret  that  I could  not  get  it  before  leaving,  but 
was  informed  by  rfleutenant-General  Smith  he  expected  to  forward  a 
complete  list  of  all  the  staff'  officers  in  the  department  to  the  adjutant- 
general’s  office  as  soon  as  he  could  have  it  properly  made  out. 

Troops. — The  morale  of  the  troops  good ; tolerably  well  clothed,  and 
have  plenty  of  beef,  corn,  sugar,  and  molasses.  The  drill  and  general 
efficiency  good.  The  excellent  condition  in  which  they  keep  their  arms 
reflects  great  credit  on  the  officers  and  men.  Horses  of  the  cavalry  in 
tolerably  good  condition.  For  number  of  troops,  I refer  you  to  returns 
of  the  district,  marked  K.t  It  will  show  that  there  is  in  the  district 
an  infantry  force  present  for  duty  of  6,045;  aggregate  present  and  ab- 
sent. 15,166 ; cavalry  present  for  duty,  4,309 ; cavalry  present  and  absent 
10,457  ; total  present  for  duty,  10,354 ; total  resent  and  absent,  25,623. 

* Printed  in  Series  I,  Vol.  XXVI. 

t Omitted. 

; In  reference  to  dcsigmitiou  of  Missouri  r(‘git>ientH.  See  p.  1057. 
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Inspectors  of  Division  and  Brigades. — ILxitelleiit  set  of  otMcers.  Tbe;y 
take  great  pride  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

Quartermasters  of  the  District. — I was  not  able  to  discover  any  errors 
in  cash  or  accounts.  Indeed,  in  the  selection  of  these  officers,  as  well 
as  all  others,  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the  district  has  been 
exceedingly  fortunate. 

Transportation. — Ample  and  in  good  condition. 

Commissariats. — Attentive;  books,  mouey,  and  accounts  appeared 
correct,  and  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  troops  satistied  me  that  their 
wants  in  this  respect  were  attended  to.  But  in  this,  as  well  as  through- 
out all  the  disbursing  offices  of  the  department,  I found  not  one-half  the 
officers  properly  bonded  or  commissioned. 

Ordnance  Officers. — Seem  to  be  qualified  and  attentive.  Ordnance 
stores  well  kept,  and  plenty  on  hand  for  immediate  use ; all  the  small- 
arms  in  the  hands  of  the  troops.  Artillery  getting  in  good  condition. 

Medical  Officers  and  Hospitals. — Attentive  set  of  officers,  and  the  hos- 
pitals in  good  condition,  showing  great  care  and  attention  on  the  part 
of  the  officer.  Dr.  0.  M.  Taylor,  medical  inspector  of  hospitals  of  the 
district,  is  one  of  the  most  attentive  and  efficient  officers  I ever  met. 

Eemarks. — The  lieutenant  general  commanding  is  exceedingly  fortu- 
nate in  the  organization  and  officering  of  his  army.  I inspected  his 
district  with  great  gratification  and  pleasure.  The  sentiment  of  the 
people  I found  true  and  devoted  to  our  cause.  It  is  said  that  there  are 
a few  traitors  inside  the  enemy’s  lines,  but  I am  satisfied  that  it  only 
exists  among  a few  discontented,  unreliable,  disappointed  politicians, 
whose  influence  will  avail  them  but  little  with  the  people,  who  are  nearly 
all  sound,  and  seem  each  day  to  be  more  deeply  impressed  with  the  con- 
viction that  it  is  better  for  every  one  in  the  Confederate  States  to  perish 
than  for  us  to  fail  in  this  struggle. 

District  of  Texas,  Major-General  Magruder  Commanding. — He  is 
energetic  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  possesses  to  a considerable 
degree  the  confidence  of  his  army  and  the  people;  but  there  is  a great 
want  of  system  pervading  his  district,  caused  by  the  great  number  of 
orders  he  issues,  and  in  some  instances  their  clear  violation  of  law;  but 
when  his  attention  was  called  to  it,  I have  found  him  ready  and  anxious 
to  correct  all  errors. 

Adjutant  GeneraVs  Office. — In  tolerable  condition;  his  assistant  adju- 
tant-generals are  attentive  officers  to  their  duties.  Papers  marked  O* 
will  show  the  number  of  staff  officers  in  district. 

Inspector- GeneraVs  Office. — This  duty  has  been  greatly  neglected,  and 
I could  not  learn  of  any  thorough  inspection  having  been  made  by  dis- 
trict inspector.  Colonel  Mc^^eill  has  been  placed  upon  the  major-gen- 
eral’s staff  as  inspector  since  I made  my  inspection.  When  I inspected 
the  troops  he  was  in  command  of  a regiment,  so  I was  informed,  in 
Louisiana. 

Division  and  Brigade  Commanders. — The  District  of  Texas  has  been 
divided  into  three  sub  districts,  Brigadier-General  Slaughter  command- 
ing in  the  Eastern  Sub -District.  He  is  a good  officer,  and,  if  his  health 
continues  good,  will  render  valuable  service.  Brigadier-General  Bee, 
commanding  in  the  Western  Sub-District,  is  an  excellent  man,  but  has 
seen  but  little  service.  Brigadier-General  McCulloch,  in  Northern  Sub- 
District,  has  but  few  troops ; is  said  to  be  a good  officer.  The  troops 
were  just  being  newly  organized  into  brigades,  and  would  be  commanded 
by  senior  colonels.  I did  not  find  a single  brigade  in  the  district  com- 
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mandecl  by  a commissioned  brigadier-general.  Brigadier-General  Wmil 
arrived  while  I was  in  Texas,  but  was  not  in  command  of  troops  in  the 
field  whilst  I was  there.  It  is  just  to  him  to  state  that,  having  been  a 
long  time  absent  from  home,  I was  informed  he  had  gone  home  on  short 
leave.  • Lieutenant-general  commanding  informed  me  he  had  ordered 
Brigadier-General  Bust  to  report  to  Major-General  Magruder,  to  be 
assigned  to  duty,  if  agreeable  to  the  major-general  commanding.  There 
are  needed  two  or  three  good,  efficient  disciplinarian  officers.  It  is  of 
great  importance  to  render  efficient  regimental  and  company  officers  as 
well  as  the  troops.  For  a list  of  brigadier- generals  and  staff,  I refer 
you  to  paper  marked  O O.* 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General? s Offices  of  Division  and  Brigades, — The  offi- 
cers in  the  assistant  adjutant- general’s  department  on.  duty  had  their 
offices  in  good  condition,  and  seemed  attentive  to  their  duties. 

Inspectors  of  Divisions  and  Brigades. — This  duty  had  been  greatly 
neglected,  owing  to  the  want  of  good  officers;  but  under  the  new  organ- 
ization of  the  troops  into  brigades,  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  new 
life  and  spirit  infused  into  this  branch  of  the  service,  which  has  im- 
pressed me  as  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  army  to  have  frequent 
and  thorough  inspection. 

Troops. — Drill,  discipline,  and  general  efficiency,  except  the  regiments 
of  Colonels  Cook,  Elmore,  Luckett,  Debray,  and  Bates,  are  very  poor. 
The  regiments  I excepted  are  very  good.  The  spirits  of  the  troops  are 
good,  and  with  proper  discipline  will  make  a fine  army.  The  troops  are 
well  fed  and  clothed.  The  horses  of  the  cavalry  tolerably  good.  Owing 
to  the  want  of  iiroper  discipline,  I found  the  arms,  except  in  those  regi- 
ments before  excepted,  in  bad  condition  for  use.  One  half  of  the  troops 
are  armed  with  the  domestic  gun  of  the  country,  a large  portion  of  which 
would  be  of  little  service  in  a battle.  The  number  is  as  follows : 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate, 
present  and 
absent. 

Infantry  and  artillery 

3,807 

6,  698 
6,  269 

Cavalry 

3,766 

Brigadier-General  Green’s  command  bad  arrived  in  Texas ; by  adding  bis 
present  for  duty  (it  being  cavalry) 

2,  339 

5,  608 

State  troops 

1,  529 

3,  960 

Total 

11,441  1 

22,  535 

Quartermasters  of  District. — In  books,  cash,  and  papers  I found  no 
errors.  They  still  had  on  hand  their  quarterly  returns,  since  July  last. 
Not  half  of  them  bonded  or  commissioned  properly.  I refer  you  to 
papers  marked  P,*  from  Captain  Wharton,  chief  of  clothing  bureau  in 
Texas;  also  to  reports  from  Major  Bussell,  marked  Q,t  concerning  the 
trade  with  Mexico;  also  to  list  of  quartermasters,  marked  QQ.* 

Transportation. — Limited.  The  railroads  in  Texas  in  bad  condition. 
Bespectfully  refer  you  to  the  papers  from  the  president  of  New  Orleans 
and  Texas  Eailroad  (B).*  It  is  important  that  this  railroad  should  be 
kept  in  good  condition,  as  it  assists  in  keeping  up  communication  with 
Louisiana,  and  enables  supplies  to  be  sent  to  Sabine  Pass ; indeed,  with- 
out the  road  it  would  be  impossible  to  hold  Sabine  Pass. 

Commissariats. — I found  no  errors  in  accounts  or  cash,  but  the  same 
embarrassment  that  exists  among  many  of  the  'disbursing  officers  exists 
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in  this  branch  of  the  service.  Not  half  of  the  officers  are  properly 
bonded  or  commissioned  from  Richmond.  I refer  you  to  papers 
marked  S.* 

Ordnance  Officers. — I found  the  ordnance  well  kept;  officers  attentive, 
and  in  their  books,- cash,  and  accounts  I was  not  able  to  discover  any 
errors.  I refer  you  to  papers  marked  T.*  Artillery  ample  for  the 
service,  and  fast  becoming  efficient. 

Medical  Department  and  Hospitals. — I do  not  feel  myself  competent  to 
judge  of  the  qualifications  of  the  surgeons,  but  the  bad  condition  of  the 
hospitals  in  the  district  impressed  me  unfavorably.  I called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  major-general  commanding  to  it;  also  Dr.  Benjamin,  medical 
inspector,  sent  out  by  the  Surgeon-General.  He  informed  me  he  had 
been  doing  all  he  could  to  correct  it,  and  I am  satisfied  he  had.  I also 
felt  it  to  be  proper  for  me  to  call  Lieutenant-General  Smith’s  attention 
to  condition  of  the  hospitals.  I found  no  inspector  of  hospitals  for  the 
district.  I refer  you  to  papers  marked  U*  for  list  of  medical  officers 
in  the  district. 

Engineer  Officers  and  Fortifications. — This  department  is  admirably 
conducted,  and  the  fortifications  at  Velasco,  Quintana,  Galveston,  and 
Sabine  Pass  reflect  great  credit  on  Colonel  Sulakowski  and  his  associ- 
ates. Papers  marked  Y*  will  show  plan  of  fortifications  at  Galveston 
and  drawings  of  Sabine  Pass.  I refer  you  to  Colonel  Allston’s  inspec- 
tion reports,  marked  A A,*  for  full  description  of  the  forts  and  number 
of  guns  mounted.  It  agrees  fully  with  my  own  inspection,  made  a few 
days  afterward.  I refer  you  to  papers  marked  X*  for  a list  of  engineer 
officers  in  district. 

Eemarks. — The  necessity  of  a few  more  good  field  officers  in  the  dis- 
trict is  very  important  to  render  the  army  efficient.  I found  all  the 
officers  but  poorly  supplied  with  the  military  laws  and  orders.  The 
cotton  office  established  in  this  district,  at  Houston,  by  the  direction  of 
Lieutenant-General  Smith,  will  accomplish  much  good.  The  effect  of 
the  cotton  trade  via  Brownsville  and  Mexico,  as  formerly  carried  on, 
did  much  to  demoralize  the  people  and  depreciate  our  currency.  The 
work  shops  at  Houston  are  able  to  repair  all  the  small-arms,  and  the 
magazines  contain  ample  supply  of  powder.  There  is  plenty  of  lead  and 
caps  for  present  use.  I did  not  visit  San  Antonio,  as  orders  were  issued 
for  the  removal  of  stores  from  that  place,  and  there  were  no  troops  there 
to  inspect.  The  order  for  the  removal  was  afterward  revoked.  The 
people  of  Texas  are  confident  and  sound,  with  but  few  exceptions,  and 
their  confidence  in  their  Government  at  Richmond  unwavering. 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  this  report  and  accompanying  papers  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  of  the  Army 
of  the  Confederate  States. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  JOHNSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

[Indoreeraent.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office. 

March  10,  1864. 

Major  Johnson  has  exhibited  unusual  diligence  and  energy  in  his  in- 
spections, and,  in  this  report,  puts  the  department  in  possession  of 
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much  valuable  information.  He  states  that  he  procured  the  much- 
needed  rolls  and  rosters,  but,  under  the  advice  of  General  Smith,  con- 
cluded that  it  was  impracticable  to  transport  them.  Two  inspectors 
have  been  recently  sent  out  for  this  special  purpose,  with  orders  to  make 
every  effort  to  accomplish  the  end. 

The  exhibits  accompany  this  report,  with  the  exception  of  the  returns,  • 
of  which  I am  making  consolidated  copies.  The  exhibits  will  be  copied 
and  furnished  to  the  bureaus  to  which  they  pertain,  so  soon  as  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  can  return  them  to  this  office.  It  was  my  purpose  to 
make  a synopsis  of  these  papers,  and  they  have  been  retained  several 
days  with  that  view,  but  my  other  duties  have  not  permitted.  An  in- 
spector-general, to  take  charge  of  such  duty,  is  much  demanded. 

Eespectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

By  order : 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure  B.] 

Office  Chief  Quartermaster  of  the  Trans-Miss.  Dept., 

Shreveport.,  La.,  January  19,  1864. 

Maj.  J.  P.  Johnson, 

Assistant  Inspector- General,  P.  A.  C.  8.,  Shreveport,  La. : 

Major  : As  requested  this  morning,  I have  the  honor  to  report  that 
I have  on  hand  $16,804,894.20.  Of  this  amount,  only  $12,350  is  in 
money  5 the  remainder,  $16,792,544.20,  is  in  drafts  on  Mr.  H.  J.  G.  Bat- 
tle, Confederate  States  depositary,  at  this  place,  and  on  the  Treasury 
at  Eichmond.  This  large  amount  is  absolutely  unavailable,  as  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  have  any  one  of  the  drafts  cashed.  I have  called 
upon  Mr.  Battle  time  and  again  for  money,  but  have  invariably  been 
informed  that  he  had  no  funds  on  hand  with  which  to  meet  the  drafts  I 
hold.  The  want  of  funds  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  army  embar- 
rasses to  a great  degree  the  efficiency  of  my  department. 

The  quartermaster’s  bureau  recently  established  in  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  but  I have  reasonable  hopes  of 
having  it  soon  in  good  working  condition,  and  will  then  be  able  to  cor- 
rect, to  a great  extent,  the  many  errors  to  be  found  in  the  returns  of 
the  various  quartermasters  in  this  department.  In  fact,  much  has 
already  been  done  to  effect  this  much  to  be  desired  end. 

It  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  make  j^ou  a report  more  in  detail,  should 
you  require  it,  or  to  show  you  in  person  the  workings  of  both  the  offices 
of  the  quartermaster’s  bureau  and  the  office  of  chief  quartermaster  of 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

The  press  of  business  on  my  hands  (having  the  duties  of  two  im- 
portant offices  assigned  to  my  charge)  must  be  my  apology  for  this 
summary  report. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  W.  O’BANNON, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Chief  Quartermaster,  Trans-Mississippi  Dept. 

[Inclosure  C.] 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Clothinh  Bureau, 
Shreveport,  La.,  January  18,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Boggs,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a memoranda  of  the 
principal  articles  issued  and  manufactured  at  my  office  during  the  year 
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ending  December  31, 1863.  I have  called  for  rei)orts  from  the  difiereut 
officers  charged  with  the  manufacture  and  issue  of  clothing,  camp  and 
garrison  equipage,  and,  when  received,  will  submit  a report  of  the  entire 
transactions  of  this  bureau  throughout  the  department.  With  reference 
to  arrangements  for  this  year  for  providing  clothing,  camp  and  garrison 
equipage  for  the  troops,  I will  remark  that  arrangements  now  exist 
for  the  delivery,  monthly,  at  this  depot,  Jefferson  and  Tyler,  Tex.,  of 
from  9,000  to  13,000  hats,  at  a cost  of  from  $3.25  to  $5  each.  There  are 
manufactured  at  this  depot,  Washington,  Ark.,  and  Jefferson,  Tyler, 
Houston,  and  Austin,  Tex.,  about  10,000  pairs  of  shoes  per  raonthj  and, 
by  an  arrangement  with  the  Huntsville  penitentiary,  the  clothing  bureau 
is  to  receive,  w ithin  twelve  months,  from  that  institution  1,200,000  yards 
of  cloth,  Osnaburg,  cotton  jeans,  woolen  plaids,  and  woolen  jeans.  In^ 
addition  to  this,  it  is  expected  that  the  machinery  sent  to  Tyler,  Tex.,’ 
when  put  in  operation,  will  turn  out  in  the  same  length  of  time  at  least 

200.000  yards  woolen  jeans.  With  the  foundries  at  Jefferson  and  Hemp- 
stead, Tex.,  the  army  can  be  supplied  with  cooking  utensils;  and  if  ten 
good  molders,  ten  first-class  blacksmiths,  and  a few  Ko.  1 machinists 
can  be  obtained,  I can  have  manufactured  axes,  nails,  and  many  other 
articles  required  by  our  army.  These  mechanics  cannot  be  obtained 
from  civil  life,  and  I suggest  that  inquiry  be  made  throughout  the  army 
for  them. 

While  I was  in  Houston  I caused  Capt.  E.  G.  Wharton  to  furnish  Lieut. 
Col.  W.  J.  Hutchins,  chief  cotton  office,  with  a statement  of  such  ar- 
ticles as  our  army  would  need  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  that  officer 
informed  that  the  most  strenuous  efforts  would  be  made  to  obtain  the 
supplies.  I have  entire  confidence  in  his  ability  to  do  so,  provided  the 
route  by  Eagle  Pass  is  kept  open. 

Maj.  Charles  Kussell  left  for  Eagle  Pass  some  time  since,  with  au- 
thority to  negotiate  for  and  introduce  the  articles  required.  I am  further 
assured  that  .General  E.  B.  Nichols  has  a very  large  quantity  of  army 
supplies,  such  as  we  need,  at  Matamoras,  and,  with  pledges  from  the 
cotton  office  of  payment  being  made  in  cotton,  will  introduce  them  into 
the  country.  General  Nichols’  well-known  character  is  a sufficient  guar- 
antee that  the  goods  will  be  introduced  as  promised.  Major  Hart  is 
also  sanguine  of  furnishing  a very  large  quantity  of  clothing,  camp  and 
garrison  equipage  within  this  quarter.  My  transactions  have  been  con- 
tined  mainly  to  the  limits  of  the  department;  the  memoranda  exhibits, 
in  part,  what  I have  done.  During  this  year  I expect  to  do  much  more, 
having  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  army  can  be  supplied  from 
home  products  with  108,000  hats,  40,000  jackets,  40,000  pairs  of  trousers, 

100.000  shirts  and  drawers,  120,000  pairs  of  shoes,  3,000  tents,  and  cook- 
ing utensils  to  meet  pressing  demands.  To  accomplish  this,  however, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  me  amply  supplied  with  funds  (I  have  a 
very  small  amount  on  hand  at  present),  and  an  efficient  officer  sent  to 
Tyler  to  put  that  machinery  to  work.  I respectfully  suggest  that  Maj. 
J.  J.  Busby  be  ordered  on  that  duty. 

Eespectfully, 

W.  H.  HAYNES, 

Major  and  Quartermaster^  C.  S,  A.,  Chief  of  Clothing  Bureau, 
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[Sub-Inclo8ure.] 


Memorandum  of  articles  of  clothing  and  clothing  material  transferred^ 
issued^  and  sold  by  Maj.  W.  H.  Haynes^  quartermaster  of  the  Provisional 
Army  of  the  Confederate  States,  during  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1863. 


Caps  and  liats 

Jackets 

Pants 

Overskirts 

Skirts 

Drawers 

Boots  and  ekoes 

Socks 

'Overcoats 

Blankets  and  quilts 

Alpaca  

Cassimere 

Clotk,  gray 

Cottonade 

Domestic 

Drilling 

Flannel 

Jeans  

Jeans,  cotton 

Kersey 

Linsey 

Leatker,  karness... 

Leatker,  sole 

Leatker 

Leatker,  upper 

Osnakurg  

Wool 

Tweed 

Wool-rolls 

Knapsacks 

Haversacks 

Tent-flies 

‘‘A”  tents 

Wall-tents 

Wagon-skeets 


19,732 

22,557 

pairs...  41,157 

2, 210 

51,585 


48, 704 
40, 860 
5, 356 
637 

22, 236 

.yards. .. 

300i 

140i 

12, 473 

444i 

30, 521i 

96f 

67U 

4,675f 

..  .do 

l,390i 

71H 

105i 

pounds.. 

5,295 

l,027f 

14, 865 

715 

2,966 

pounds.. 

41, 532 

24i 

.pounds.. 

706 

1,714 

9,010 

332 

610 

443 

595 


Of  this  quantity  I have  manufactured  the  following,  viz : 


Caps 

Jackets  and  coats 

Pants 

Overskirts 

Shirts 

Drawers 

Skoes 

Overcoats 

Blankets 

Jeans 

Linsey 

Sides  leatker 

Knapsacks 

Haversacks 

Tent-flies 

‘‘A”  tents 

Wall-tents 

Wagon-skeets 


15,230 

7, 657 

.pairs...  21,747 

139 

43,651 

.I)airs--.  38,952 
..do....  6,269 

571 

311 

vards . . . 

‘..do....  26i 

5, 609 

1,372 

9, 162 

216 

546 

202 

590 


My  quarterly  papers  for  the  fourth  quarter  not  being  finished,  I can- 
not get  the  exact  amounts  of  the  articles  transferred,  sold,  &c.,  and  the 
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amounts  shown  in  this  memorandum  will  be  somewhat  increased  when 
my  papers  are  closed  up,  so  that  I can  arrive  at  the  true  amounts. 


Major  and  Quartermaster^  P.  A.  G.  8.^ 

, Chief  Clothing  Bureau^  De;pt.  Trans  Miss. 

This  paper,  by  accident,  was  not  signed  by  Major  Haynes;  but  I sub- 
mit it,  for  information,  to  the  proper  department. 

J.  P.  JOHKSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

[Inclosure  D.] 

Office  of  Chief  Paymaster,  Trans-Miss.  Dept., 

Shreveport^  La.,  January  19,  1864. 

Maj.  J.  P.  Johnson, 

Asst.  Adjt.  and  Lisp.  Gen..,  Trans-Miss.  Lept,  Shreveport,  La.  : 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  pay  department : 

The  troops  in  the  department  have  all  been  paid  to  include  August 
31,  1863,  and  the  officers  to  a much  later  period,  probably  to  date. 
These  payments  were  made  from  funds  obtained  from  the  Confederate 
States  depository,  by  order  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding,  and 
a portion  of  them  was  received  from  the  quartermaster’s  funds  by  a 
similar  order. 

The  balance  on  hand,  after  these  payments,  is  $518,621,  which  will 
scarcely  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  department 
and  to  pay  the  paroled  prisoners  from  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson, 
now  reporting  to  General  Allen,  at  Shreveport,  La.,  and  to  General 
Dockery,  at  Washington,  Ark. 

Estimates  for  funds  required  for  the  pay  of  the  troops  in  the  depart- 
ment to  December  31,  1863,  were  forwarded  to  Richmond,  Va.,  on  the 
12th  of  September,  1863,  but  as  yet  no  notice  has  reached  this  office  of 
the  arrival  of  the  funds.  J have  also  just  forwarded,  through  the  chief 
quartermaster  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  estimates  for  the  pay  of 
the  troops  for  the  six  months  ending  June  30,  1864. 

The  possession  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  Mississippi  Rivers  by  the  en- 
emy renders  it  impossible  to  calculate,  with  any  certainty,  upon  the 
receipt  of  funds  in  this  department. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

C.  E.  CARR, 

Major  and  Chief  Paymaster^  Trans- Alississippi  Department. 

[Inclosure  E.] 

Office  Chief  of  Subsistence,  Trans-Mississippi  Dept., 

' Shreveport.,  La.,  January  20,  1864. 

Maj.  J.  P.  Johnson, 

Assistant  Inspector- Ge^ieral : 

Major  : In  answer  to  your  verbal  inquiry  of  this  date,  I beg  to  make 
the  following  statement: 

Reports  from  the  chief  commissaries  of  the  districts,  showing  the 
amount  of  funds  received,  disbursed,  and  remaining  on  hand,  and 
quantity  of  stores  received,  issued,  and  remaining  on  hand,  are  required 
to  be  made  monthly  to  this  office  ; also  reports  of  persons  employed  of 
the  various  classes.  These  reports  are  received  regularly  from  Major 
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Hill,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  District  of  Arkansas,  and  Major 
Pendleton,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  on  General  Magruder’s  staff, 
Texas,  but  are  nsnally  incomplete,  from  the  fact  that  subordinate  offi- 
cers do  not  report  to  them.  Major  Phillips,  chief  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence District  of  West  Louisiana,  has  not  furnished  this  office  with  the 
report  asked  for.  I am,  therefore,  unable  to  give  you  the  information  I 
could  myself  desire. 

The  articles  in  depot  most  abundant  are  sugar,  molasses,  salt,  and 
corn.  The  sugar  is  estimated  at  3,500  hogsheads;  molasses,  2,200  bar- 
rels ; salt,  45,000  bushels.  The  facilities  for  procuring  large  quantities 
of  corn,  and  its  abundance  in  almost  every  part  of  the  department,  has 
not  justified  me  in  laying  in  a still  greater  supply.  The  main  depots, 
where  most  of  these  supplies  are  collected,  are  in  localities  considered 
as  secure  from  raids  of  the  enemy,  and  convenient  to  troops  in  the  field. 

In  the  early  jiart  of  the  season  I contracted  with  responsible  parties 
for  curing  and  packing  salt  meats.  One  of  the  parties  has  erected,  at 
his  own  exx)ense,  extensive  buildings  and'  machinery  at  Jefferson,  Tex. 
The  contract  required  them  to  kill  and  pack  4,000  beeves  and  10,000 
hogs.  Owing  to  the  failure  of  G.  W.  White,  general  agent  for  the  pur- 
chase of  beef,  to  furnish  them  promptl^^  in  the  early  x^art  of  the  season, 
the  number  of  beeves  killed  will  not  exceed  3,000  ; and  by  the  failures 
of  the  officers  in  Arkansas  to  x^rocure  hogs,  the  number  of  hogs  will  not 
exceed- 6,000 ; 5,000  of  this  number  I have  procured  from  the  swamps 
and  exposed  position  in  front,  in  this  State.  They  have  been  penned 
and  fattened  on  corn,  and,  notwithstanding  a very  heavy  loss,  say  15 
X)er  cent.,  from  cholera  and  other  causes,  iheir  cost,  when  made  into 
bacon,  will  be  50  x^or  cent,  less  tlian  the  schedule  pLce  fixed  by  the 
commissioners  of  this  State.  The  beef,  when  slaughtered  (with  the 
excex3tion  of  tlie  hind  quarters  or  hams),  will  be  packed  into  barrels. 
That  which  has  been  delivered  has  been  examined  by  experts  and  pro- 
nounced a x)rime  article.  This  article  cost  the  Government  15  cents  on 
delivery.  Iffie  hams  will  be  (with  the  bone  extracted)  cured  and  smoked. 

In  addition  to  the  bacon  that  will  be  x^acked  at  Jefferson,  3,000  hogs 
will  be  killed  and  x^acked  at  Bonham  and  Tyler,  Tex.,  and  Fulton,  Ark. 
While  I am  not  officially  informed  of  the  fact,  I have  understood  that 
5,000  would  be  killed  and  made  into  bacon  on  the  Trinity  and  Brazos 
Eivers.  The  large  quantities  of  bacon  made  by  the  farmers  in  the  coun- 
try now  in  our  possession  induces  me  to  think  that  if  one-half  the  tithe 
is  collected,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  made  on  Government  account, 
there  can  be  issued  of  that  article  for  50,000  troox^s  two  days  in  seven 
for  the  x)resent  year,  without  resorting  to  further  purchases  or  imx)ress- 
ment. 

If  an  opportunity  should  offer  to  cross  salt  meat  to  the  east  side  of 
the  Mississix)pi,  I would  deem  it  my  duty  to  urge  the  commanding  gen- 
eral of  this  department  to  ship  every  pound  that  would  be  in  depots 
accessible  to  transportation,  and  rely  upon  the  bacon  that  would  be  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  farmers,  which  would  be  a surplus  sufficient  to  sub- 
sist the  troops  on  this  side  of  the  river  until  next  season.  I will  state 
in  this  connection  that  my  policy  in  making  bacon  for  the  army  was 
only  to  make  use  of  the  hogs  that  were  in  exposed  localities,  and  leave 
hogs  in  sections  not  subject  to  raids  of  the  enemy  in  the  hands  of  the 
farmers,  and  encourage  them  to  make  them  into  bacon.  This  has  been 
done  by  them  to  a great  extent  in  some  parts  of  the  department,  par- 
ticularly in  Louisiana  and  some  sections  of  Eastern  Texas.  The  great 
attention  given  by  them  to  the  raising  of  hogs  induces  me  to  think  that 
the  stock  next  season  will  be  50  per  cent,  greater^ 
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The  difficulty  of  transportation,  and  the  drafts  on  the  militia  in  the 
wheat-growing  sections  of  Texas,  where  there  is  little  negro  labor,  have 
not  permitted  us  to  procure  as  much  dour  as  we  desired.  That  which 
has  been  delivered,  a large  portion  of  which  was  ground  from  tithe 
wheat,  has  been  a very  inferior  article,  and  is  not  more  acceptable  to 
the  troops  than  corn-meal. 

The  amount  of  funds,  as  shown  by  the  reports  of  officers  on  file  in  my 
office,  with  the  exception  of  Majors  Blair  and  Maclin,  exhibit  the  sum 
of  $3,384,752.98.  This  amount  I deem  sufficient  to  subsist  the  depart- 
ment for  the  first  and  second  quarters. 

I will  conclude  by  saying  that  while  the  reports  of  officers  do  not  show 
large  quantities  of  supplies  in  depots  other  than  those  enumerated  above, 
they  are  in  the  country,  and  can  be  made  available  whenever  the  wants 
of  the  army  require  them. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  and  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence^  Transr Mississippi  Dept. 

[luclosure  F.] 

Ordnance  Bureau,  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Marshall^  Tex.^  January  15,  1864. 

Maj.  J.  P.  Johnson, 

Assistant  Inspector-  General : 

Major  : As  requested  by  you,  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report : 

In  the  early  part  of  last  year  I was  ordered  to  proceed  to  this  depart- 
ment, to  give  such  advice  and  assistance  as  my  enlarged  experience 
enabled  me  to  do,  and  for  this  purpose  I would  report  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Smith,  &c. 

On  my  arrival  at  General  Smith’s  headquarters,  Vicksburg  and  Port 
Hudson  had  fallen,  and  we  were  in  a great  measure  isolated  from  the 
rest  of  the  Confederacy.  General  Smith  issued  a general  order,  an- 
nouncing me  as  the  chief  of  the  bureau  of  ordnance  for  this  department, 
and  directing  all  the  returns  and  reports,  heretofore  made  to  Eichmond, 
to  be  made  to  me.  The  officers  of  the  Niter  and  Mining  Corps  also  to 
report  to  me. 

I made  a tour  of  inspection  through  the  country,  visiting  the  differ- 
ent establishments  for  manufacturing  ordnance  supplies,  and  on  my 
return,  with  the  approval  of  General  Smith,  I established  the  office  of 
the  bureau  at  this  place,  where  the  returns  from  the  different  arsenals 
and  the  troops  are  sent. 

These  returns  are  recorded  and  examined  in  my  office,  corrections 
required  when  necessary,  and  then  filed,  to  be  transmitted  to  Eich- 
mond for  settlement  at  the  Treasury,  when  opportunity  may  offer.  As 
the  department  placed  no  funds  under  my  control,  and  the  officers  pro- 
curing supyfiies  wanted  money,  not  advice,  I could  render  no  assistance. 

The  only  arsenal  under  my  control  is  the  Texas  Arsenal,  San  Antonio, 
commanded  by  Col.  P.  Stockton.  All  the  other  establishments  and  all 
contracts  for  supplies  are  under  the  control  of  the  acting  chiefs  of  ord- 
nance and  artillery.  1 know  nothing  of  their  proceedings  until  they 
render  their  accounts  to  this  office,  when  I have  only  to  see  that  the  ex- 
penditures have  been  prop^*rly  ami  legally  made.  Tfiie  intention  of  the 
War  Department  seems  to  be  to  distribute  the  funds  through  me  (which 
would  give  me  control  of  the  expenditures),  as  the  Chief  of  Ordnance 
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at  Eicbmond  has  sent  me  authority  to  draw  to  the  amount  of  a million 
and  a half  for  ordnance  5 but  as  be  has  omitted  to  state  who  to  draw  upon, 

I could  only  refer  bis  letters  to  the  commanding  general,  and  up  to  this 
date  1 have  been  unable  to  get  the  first  dollar  for  the  expenses  of  the 
department.  Under  these  circumstances,  I must  refer  you  for  all  infor- 
mation as  to  the  procuring  of  ordnance  supplies  to  Maj.  T.  G.  Ebett, 
chief  of  ordnance  and  artillery,  on  the  staff  of  Lieutenant  General  Smith. 

The  Niter  and  Mining  Corps  are  employed  as  follows : 

1st.  Mr.  Thomas  G.  Olemson,  in  charge  of  iron  works,  has  the  furnace 
in  Marion  County  in  blast;  is  making  pig-iron  and  castings.  He  is  about 
erecting  another  furnace  in  Davis  County,  in  the  same  neighborhood, 
and  proposes  to  put  lij)  a third  in  Anderson  County,  near  the  Trinity 
Eiver. 

2d.  Maj.  Isaac  Eead  and  Lieutenants  Sprigg  and  Harrison,  in  charge 
of  niter  works  and  other  mining  operations.  As  the  niter  caves  in 
Northern  Arkansas  and  the  lead  mine  in  Sevier  County  have  all  been 
abandoned  from  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  Major  Eead  has  gone  with 
all  the  force  at  his  disposal  to  work  the  very  productive  niter  caves  in 
Western  Texas.  These  caves  have  already  yielded  a good  deal  of  niter, 
and  Major  Eead  is  confident  we  can  get  from  them  all  that  we  require. 
There  is  now  a year’s  supply  on  hand,  provided  the  powder-mill  to  be 
established  here  was  at  work,  which  it  is  not  likely  to  be  for  some  time. 
Sulphur  and  copperas  are  also  being  obtained  by  this  department. 

3d.  For  procuring  lead,  niter,  &c.,  by  purchase,  Capt.  E.  H.  Temple 
has  been  stationed  at  San  Antonio,  and  has  procured  these  articles  to 
the  extent  of  his  ability. 

The  supply  of  such  articles  is  sufiicient,  except  iron,  of  which  we  want 
an  unlimited  quantity,  and  I have  directed  every  exertion  to  be  made 
to  proceed  with  this  manufacture. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  vour  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGEE, 

Maj.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance^  Trans-3Iiss.  Dept. 

[Inclosure  G.] 

Office  of  Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Artillery, 

Trans-Mississippi  Departivient, 

Shreveport.,  La.,  January  19,  1864. 

Maj.  J.  P.  Johnson, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

Major  : I am  unable,  from  the  absence  of  most  of  my  officers  from 
their  posts  (several  being  on  a board  of  examiners  at  Camden,  and  others 
absent,  to  appear  before  said  board),  to  furnish  you  with  as  fidl  a report 
as  I could  wish,  and  will  therefore  confine  myself  for  the  jiresent  to 
those  points  which  seemed  most  important,  viz,  ammunition,  powder, 
lead,  and  caps.  From  reports  furnished  my  office,  there  are  about  150,000 
pounds  of  powder  in  this  department,  140,000  pounds  niter,  and  about 
30,000  pounds  of  sulphur.  These  supplies  are  being  increased  by  ship- 
ments from  Mexico,  and  I will  in  this  way  be  enabled  to  supply  the  . 
needs  of  my  department,  if  the  enemy  do  not  cut  us  off  from  the  Eio 
Grande.  Caps  can  only  be  obtained  in  small  quantities,  and  are  bought 
up  wherever  they  can  be  found.  Lead  is  supplied  from  Mexico,  and 
there  are  several  hundred  thousand  pounds  on  the  way,  besides  suffi- 
cient for  present  consumption  in  depot  at  Marshall,  Tex.  1 am  xmtting 
up  at  Marshall,  Tex.,  powder-mills  and  cap-machines,  which,  when  fin- 
ished, will  supply  all  that  can  be  used ; and  the  other  works,  such  as 
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gunsmiths’  and  machine  shops,  foundries,  &c.,  are  being  put  up  at 
Marshall  and  Tyler,  Tex.,  aud  also  at  this  point.  A laboratory,  in  charge 
of  a skillful  chemist,  is  in  course  of  construction.  These  works  are 
under  competent  officers,  who  are  pressing  them  forward  rapidly,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  of  my  ability  to  supply  all  wants  of  ordnance  stores  in  a 
short  time,  provided  money  be  promptly  famished  me  when  called  for. 

The  armies  in  the  field  are  pretty  well  supplied  with  small-arm  and 
artillery  ammunition.  The  removal  of  the  works  from  Camden,  Arka- 
delphia,  and  Little  Lock,  and  putting  up  the  necessary  buildings  and 
foundries,  has  caused  me  to  be  very  backward  in  my  ability  to  meet 
the  calls  made  upon  me  for  ordnance  supplies]  but  in  a few  months  I 
hope  to  be  able  not  only  to  meet  all  such  calls,  but  to  have  a large  sur- 
plus of  manufactured  stoies  on  hand  for  any  emergency  that  may  arise. 

A more  complete  and  correct  report,  if  needed,  can  be  made  as  soon 
as  my  officers  return,  and  sent  you  at  any  point  you  may  desire.* 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  G.  EHETT, 

Major  and  Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Artillery^  Trans-Miss.  Dept. 

[Sut-In  closure  Gr.] 

Office  of  Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Artillery, 

Trans -Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  October  22,  18G3. 

Maj.^J.  P.  Johnson, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

Major  : I respectfully  report  for  your  information  as  follows : 

Establishments  for  ordnance  work  were  in  full  operation  at  Little  Lock, 
Arkadelphia,  and  Camden,  and  a shop  for  repair  of  arms  at  Fort  Smith ; 
but,  by  reason  of  movements  recently  ordered,  and  the  approach  of  the 
Federal  forces,  all  these  workshops  and  establishments  have  been  re- 
moved to  places  of  safety  : the  machinery,  tools,  stores,  and  men  from  ‘ 
Little  Rock  Arsenal  to  Tyler,  Tex. ; the  machinery,  tools,  stores,  and  men 
from  Arkadelphia  to  Marshall,  Tex. ; and  the  machinery,  tools,  stores, 
and  men  from  Camden  to  Shreveport,  La. 

I am  establishing  at  Tyler  a laboratory  for  fabricating  battery  and 
small-arms  ammunition,  carpenters’  and  blacksmiths’  shop,  and  shop 
for  repairs  of  arms.  I am  also  in  treaty  for  the  purchase  of  a manu- 
factory of  small-arms  located  at  that  point,  and  which  is  now  carrying- 
out  a contract  with  the  State  of  Texas  for  making  guns. 

At  Marshall,  Tex.,  I am  having  buildings  erected  for  manufacture  of 
small-arms,  smiths’  and  carpenters’  shop,  powder-mill  aud  magazine, 
and  am  concentrating  at  that  point  large  supplies  of  heavy  material, 
such  as  saltpeter,  sulphur,  lead,  and  iron,  and  I intend  it  to  be  a depot 
for  suppli.es  arriving  from  Mexico. 

At  Shreveport,  La.,  are  established,  aud  now  in  operation,  a foundry, 
harness,  carpenter,  and  smiths’  shops,  and  laboratory  for  fabricating 
battery  and  small-arms  ammunition.  The  foundry  is  now  doing  good 
work,  and  is  turning  out  9 and  11  inch  shot  and  shell,  30-pounder  Par- 
rott shot  and  shell,  Brooke  shot  for  32-pounder  gun  (rifled),  3 inch  rifle 
shell  and  shot,  3.8-inch  rifle  shell  and  shot,  2.25  inch  rifle  shell  and  shot, 

6 and  12  pounder  iirojectiles,  Navy  fuses,  heavy  castings  for  powder- 
mill,  &c. 

The  laboratory  turns  out  from  7,000  to  10,000  rounds  per  day ; other 
shops  doing  equally  well,  notwithstanding  an  unusual  amount  of  sick- 

* See  also  Rliett’s  report  of  October  22,  1863,  sub-mclcsuro. 
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ness  among  mechanics  employed  and  detailed.  I have  here  gathered 
some  good  machinery,  and  intend  increasing  it  from  time  to  time;  also  ‘ 
erecting  buildings  for  arsenal,  magazine,  shops,  &c.  (in  addition  to  those 
already  in  position),  and  putting  up  a large  reverberatory  furnace. 

This  department  has  now  at  this  point  10P,000  pounds  flat  bar  railroad 
iron,  70,000  pounds  road  and  flat  bar  iron,  100  kegs  nails,  and  — tons 
of  pig-iron.  ' 

There  are  ordnance  workshops  at  Houston,  Tex.,  and  an  arsenal  of  | 

construction  at  San  Antonio.  There  is  a powder-mill  at  this  last-named  j 

point  belonging  to  a contractor,  of  no  great  value,  as  far  as  I ain  able 
to  learn.  * j 

I have  contracts  for  supplies  of  stores  in  quantity,  for  which  payment  1 
is  to  be  made  in  cotton.  Contractors  have  now  en  route  to  and  close  upon  j 
Marshall  30,000  pounds  of  lead,  50,000  pounds  of  English  powder,  trace- 
chains,  wood  screws,  canvas,  axes,  flannel,  paper,  files,  cones,  &c.  Pair  i 

quantities  of  these  important  articles  are  now  coming  forward,  but  a vf 

fatality  has  attended  the  introduction  of  arms,  accouterments,  cartridge 
paper,  and  acids  into  this  department.  A great  many  arms  have  been  3 
captured  and  lost  while  in  transitu  from  Kichmond  and  other  points  ci  1 
east  of  the  Alississippi,  some  7,000  or  8,000  stand  having  been  taken  into  if; 
Vicksburg  for  safety,  and  there  lost.  Not  long  ago  a vessel  with  12,000 
stand  was  captured  off  the  coast  of  Mexico  while  trying  to  run  in,  and  ) ’ 
still  more  recently  another,  having  on  board  10,000  guns,  5,000,000  per- 
cussion  caps,  and  2,000,000  rounds  small-arms  ammunition,  run  im  just 
off  the  mouth  of  the  llio  Grande,  and  had  succeeded  in  getting  ashore  'A 
only  4,000  guns  of  lier  whole  cargo,  when  she  was  seized  and  taken  off 
by  a French  cruiser.  I have  no  information  going  to  show  whether  M 
these  arms  were  the  property  of  contractors  or  already  belonged  to  the 
Government  and  sent  around  from  Bermuda.  jS 

This  department  should  have  at  least  30,000  more  guns,  about  a third  Is 
of  them  for  cavalry.  Accouterments  are  also  wanted  in  quantity,  ma-  H 
terial  and  workmen  having  been  so  scarce  as  to  prevent  a supply  being  ^ 
provided  by  manufacture.  ^ 

Funds  are  badly  needed.  A million  dollars  sent  to  the  depository  at 
Alexandria,  La.,  intended  for  use  of  this  department,  was  turned  over 
to  quartermaster’s  department.  District  of  VYest  Louisiana,  by  the  de- 
positary.  This  action  will  check  my  operations  materially.  m 

I state,  in  conclusion,  without  hesitancy,  that  did  we  have  the  30,000  W, 
additional  arms  and  accouterments  and  a supply  of  percussion  caps,  & 
that  I could  provide  for  all  other  wants  of  my  department.  m, 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  G.  RHETT,  M 

Major  and  Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Artillery,  Trans^Miss,  Dept.  ® 


Embracing  documents  received  too  late  for  insertion  in  proper  sequence. 
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Executive  Mansion, 

Washington^  I).  (7.,  September  30,  1863 — 5.45  p.  m. 

General  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis ^ Mo. : 

Following  dispatch  just  received  : 


UNION  MEN  DRIVEN  OUT  OF  MISSOURI. 


Leavenworth, 
September  29,  [1863]. 

Governor  Gamble  having  authorized  Colonel  Mos.s,  of  Liberty,  Mo.,  to  arm  the  men 
in  Platte  and  Clinton  Counties,  he  has  armed  mostly  the  returned  rebel  soldiers  and 
men  under  bonds.  Moss’  men  are  now  driving  the  Union  men  out  of  Missouri.  Over 
one  hundred  families  crossed  the  river  to-day.  Many  of  the  wives  of  our  Union 
soldiers  have  been  compelled  to  leave.  Four  or  five  Union  men  have  been  murdered 
by  Colonel  Mos.s’  men. 

Please  look  to  this;  see  if  true,  in  whole  or  part;  put  a stop  to  it. 

A.  LlNCOLlSr. 


COlSTFEDERiATEJ  CORriBSUONTDEXTCK,  KTC. 

Little  Rock,  April  11,  18G3. 

Mr.  William  Keenan  Hill  : 

My  Deaf  Sir:  On  the  opposite  page=*^  you  will  find  a copy  of  a letter 
from  me  to  Colonel  Sappington,  which  is  “ approved  ” by  the  chief  quar- 
termaster of  this  military  district,  from  which  you  will  see  that  every 
inducement  which  can  be  asked  for  bringing  supplies  into  our  lines  are 
offered.  The  prices  offered  and  jiaid  for  army  supplies  are  very  remu- 
nerative. On  an  order  given  to  another  party  for  specific  articles,  a 
])rofit  of  200  per  cent,  on  what  the  articles  cost  in  Confederate  money 
in  Memphis  is  allowed,  and  the  Government  to  pay  in  addition  the  cost 
of  transportation  to  point  of  delivery.  You  may  rely  on  200  per  cent, 
profit  on  original  cost  in  all  cases.  On  some  articles  (bulky,  heavy,  and 
cheap  articles)  a much  larger  percentage  will  be  paid;  but  the  clause 
in  my  letter  authorizing  him  to  retain  and  sell  to  other  parties  such 
articles  as  the  Government  does  not  want,  or  for  which  it  will  not  pay 
a satisfactory  price,  gives  special  and  invaluable  privileges.  Under  it 
you  may  introduce  anything  you  choose,  with  certainty  of  protection 
and  of  selling  at  remunerative  prices. 


Iiiclosure  following. 
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General  Holmes  (as  I mentioned  in  anotlier  letter)  has  issued  orders 
for  the  protection  and  safe  conduct  of  all  articles  introduced  by  Colonel 
Sappington,  and  special  instructions  to  all  officers  under  his  command 
to  facilitate  him  by  all  means  in  their  iiower.  He  is  authorized  to  bring 
any  and  every  thing.  A more  satisfactory  arrangement  could  not  well 
be  made. 

How  much  I wish  you  were  here  now!  I hope  you  have  succeeded 
in  accomplishing  something  satisfactory  and  i)roiitable  on  the  other 
side.  Whenever  you  think  my  services  wanted  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river,  I shall  be  ready,  on  notification  from  you,  to  go  over;  but  un- 
less you  have  succeeded  in  making  arrangements  to  run  the  blockade 
with  meat,  to  be  paid  in  cotton,  it  seems  to  me  I can  best  subserve  our 
interests  by  remaining  here.  It  strikes  me  our  way  is  clearly  open  for 
us  to  make  our  fortune  here,  but  I would  prefer  to  make  it  by  bringing 
in  meat  for  the  army. 

Mr.  Sappington  has  started  for  Memphis  and  may  go  into  the  city.  I 
gave  him  a letter  for  you. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

E.  C.  CABELL. 


[P.  S.] — I have  given  my  official  signature  .to  the  letter,  which  makes 
it  as  good  to  you  as  the  original. 

[Tnclosure, 


Col.  G.  W.  Sappington  : 


Little  Kook,  April  10,  1863. 


Dear  Sir:  In  regard  to  the  price  and  place  of  delivery  of  supplies 
for  the  army  in  Arkansas,  Major  Benton  authorizes  me  to  say  that  it  is 
imjiracticable  to  set  a specitic  price  on  the  articles,  but  that  you  will  be 
paid  as  liberally  as  others,  or  the  price  may  be  submitted  to  referees, 
or,  if  you  are  not  satished  with  the  Government  price,  the  supplies  will 
be  left  with  you  to  dispose  of  as  you  think  i) roper. 

The  delivery  must  be  at  soihe  post  within  our  line  safe  from  the  raids 
of  the  enemy,  and  accessible  to  the  agents  of  the  Government  or  offi- 
cers of  the  army.  Steamboats,  should  you  use  them  in  the  delivery  of 
the  supplies,  should  land  at  some  point  on  the  White  or  Arkansas 
Kivers. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

E.  C.  CABELL. 


Approved : 


JNO.  B.  BENTOK, 

Major,  and  Assistant  Quartermaster  District  of  Arlcansas. 


Office  Chief  Quartermaster, 

Little  Eoclc,  April  11,  1863. 

The  bearer,  Capt.  W.  E.  Moore,  is  hereby  authorized  to  procure  from 
beyond  the  enemy’s  Hues  supplies  for  the  army  to  an  unlimited  extent, 
which  I will  receive  at  any  point,  within  our  lines,  on  the  W^hite.  or 
Arkansas  Rivers,  and  pay  the  money  for  them  on  delivery. 

ISAAC  BRISKER, 

Major,  Chief  Quartermaster, 

Approved : 

By  order  of  Major-General  Price  : 

THOS.  L.  SNEAD, 
Assistayit  Adjutant- General, 
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Little  Rock,  11,  18G3. 

The  bearer,  Capt.  W.  F.  Moore,  is  hereby  authorized  to  procure  from 
beyond  the  enemy’s  lines  supplies  for  the  army,  to  be  delivered  to  me 
or  my  agent  at  any  point,  within  our  lines,  on  the  White  or  Arkansas 
River. 

All  officers  and  men  of  the  army  in  this  department  will  furnish  him 
l)rotection  for  self  aud  supplies,  and  his  transportation,  whether  boat  or 
otherwise,  and  such  assistance  in  the  execution  of  this  authority  as  they 
can  give  consistently  with  the  discharge  of  their  other  duties. 

W.  H.  HAYNES, 

Maj.,  and  Q.  il/.,  Clif.  Clothing  Bureau  Trans-Miss.  Dept. 


Approved : 

By  order  of  Lieut.  Gen.  T,  H.  Holmes: 

JNO.  B.  BENTON, 

Major.,  and  Chief  Quartermaster  District  of  Arhansas. 


Col.  Thomas  0.  Johnson: 


Office  Chief  Quartermaster, 

Little  Eoch,  April  12,  18G3. 


Dear  Sir  : The  department  here  is  very  anxious  to  get  supplies  for 
the  quartermaster’s  department  j so  much  so  that  it  is  giving  out 
contracts  to  various  parties  for  unlimited  amounts.  It  is  in  great 
haste  to  get  them,  and  I have  sent  three  messengers  to  Major  Hunt, 
n the  Mississipifi  Bottom,  within  the  last  ten  days,  to  hunt  him  upj 
and  the  last  person  I sent  was  Captain  Moore,  and  he  has  full  authority 
from  the  department  here  to  get  the  goods  and  bring  them  through 
the  lines,  with  permission  to  purchase  boats  or  anything  that  may  be 
necessary. 

If  you  have  a contract,  you  had  better  do  what  you  can  immediately, 
as  other  parties  have  contracts,  and  the  object  will  be  to  get  ahead  of 
them.  The  department  here  is  open  for  almost  any  contract  in  the 
way  of  quartermaster’s  stores,  if  they  can  be  delivered  in  a short  time. 

Respectfully,  yours. 


ISAAC  BRINKER, 

Major,  Chief  Quartermaster  Price‘’s  Division. 


(Same  to  Maj.  Thomas  H.  Price.) 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  April  14,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price, 

Commanding  District  of  Arhansas,  Missouri,  &c.: 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  the  12th  has  been  received.  I cannot 
too  strongly  express  my  approbation  aud  admiration  of  your  course 
since  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  and  acknowledge  the  skill  and 
judgment  with  which  you  have  conducted  the  operations  of  your  com- 
mand, and  the  promptness  with  which  you  have  carried  out  the  general 
plans.  Assistance  is  on  the  way  to  your  support,  and  I believe,  under 
God’s  mercy,  that  the  general  results  will  be  great  and  gloriously  suc- 
cessful. 
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Steele  must  not  be  allowed  to  effect  a junction  with  Banks  .below 
Natchitoches.  Should  he  move  toward  Calhoun  and  Homer,  our  de- 
pots must  be  consumed  by  your  command  and  destroyed  before  him  as 
you  retire.  All  su{)plies  on  his  line  of  advance  must  be  destroyed  or 
removed,  and  with  your  siri)eriority  in  cavalry,  confine  his  foraging 
parties  to  the  main  column.  Destruction  must  await  him  if  he  advances. 
You  will  i^ush  his  retreat  and  make  it  disastrous. 

E.  KIKBY  SMITH, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Commissary  Department,  Price’s  Division, 

Des  Arc,  July  21,  18G3. 

Maj.  L.  A.  Maclean, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major:  In  your  note  of  yesterday  you  say: 

General  Price  would  be  obliged  to  you  (me)  for  a statement,  in  writing,  of  any  facts 
that  may  be  within  your  knowledge  relating  to  the  employment  by  him  of  hemp  bales 
in  the  siege  and  taking  of  Lexington,  Mo.,  in  September,  1861,  and  particularly  as 
to  the  claim  put  forward  by  some  of  General  Harris’  friends  that  this  use  of  the  hemp* 
was  suggested  by  that  officer. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I avail  myself  of  the  first  moment  had  for  reflec- 
tion to  furnish,  through  you,  to  the  general,  the  following  facts.  Will 
you  please  present  them? 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price: 

General:  When,  in  Sex)tember,  1861,  the  Missouri  State  Guard  was  i 
advancing  under  your  orders  toward  Lexington,  as  a member  of  your  J 
staff  and  commissary-general  of  the  State,  I accompanied  the  army.  A 

At  a small  village  called -Index,  a part  of  the  militia  which  had  been  J 
threatening  Lexington,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Pont  (the  colonel  I 
having  left  them  and  returned  to  his  home),  met,  and  were  incoriiorated  j 

in  your  army.  Capt.  Thomas  Hinkle,  at  i)resent  assistant  quartermas-  j 

ter  in  the  Provisional  Army,  Confederate  States,  was  among  them,  and  - 

some  time  during  the  day,  either  at  Index  or  at  Bose  Hill,  told  me,  to  j 

use  his  own  language, ‘Glow  easy  Bout  could  have  taken  Lexington  ' 
before  the  re  enforcements  under  Mulligan  and  Marshall  arrived,  with-  ^ 
out  the  loss  of  10  men.”  He  then  spoke  of  the  baled  hemp.  I was  not  i 
struck  with  the  practicability  of  his  assertions,  thinking  the  enemy 
could,  by  the  use  of  hot  shot  or  incendiary  shell,  destroy  such  combus-  ^ 
tible  material  whenever  it  came  within  range  of  his  guns.  Captain  G 
Hinkle  said  that  could  be  guarded  against  by  first  dijjping  the  bales  M 
in  the  river.  I did  not  understand  how  any  considerable  breastwork  A 
was  to  be  got  into  position.  ‘^By  the  simplest  process  imaginable,”  re- 
plied  the  captain.  “Take  the  large  wheels  on  your  place,  7 or  8 feet  J 
in  diameter  (and  I can  get  a half  dozen  pair  like  them  in  the  country), 
and  put  in  an  axle  30  or  40  feet  long,  if  you  choose.  Have  it  strong 
enough  to  carry  a frame  that  will  bear  bales  of  hemp,  from  within  a few  q 
inches  of  the  surface  of  the  earth,  8 or  10  feet  high.”  | 

I declined  to  present,  according  to  my  present  recollections,  the  plan  I 
of  Hinkle  to  you.  Colonel  Snead,  who  came  up  before  the  conversation  | 
concluded,  I assured  him  was  the  prox^er  channel  of  communication  J 
with  you.  This  interview  was  on  the  third  or  fourth  day  jireceding 
your  first  entry  into  Lexington. 

The  next  time  I lieard  hemp  bales  referred  to  was  the  evening  of  the 
first  or  second  day  after  your  entry  into  the  city,  ere  taking  up  position 
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at  the  Fair  Grounds.  On  this  occasion,  Captain  Hinkle  came  to  my  quar- 
ters and  announced  that  he  would,  by  your  order,  start  the  next  morn- 
ing to  Wellington,  with  fifty  wagons  to  bring  down  hemp.  The  next 
day  before  dark,  1 noticed  a number  of  wagons  loaded  with  baled  hemp 
parked  in  front  of  John  S.  Porter’s  house,  a short  distance  northeast  of 
your  quarters.  This  constitutes  the  substance  of  all  my  knowledge 
relative  to  the  hemp. 

Sure  that  a considerable  part  of  it  belonged  to  and  was  lost  to  me,  I 
do  know  that  the  parking  of  the  wagons  containing  hemp  near  your 
quarters  was  two  or  three  days  anterior  to  the  arrival  at  Lexington  of 
General  Thomas  A.  Harris. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  EEID. 


ALTERNATE  DESiaNATIONS  OF  ORaANIZATIONS  MENTIONED  IN  THIS 

VOLUMES 

Abat’s  (E.)  Artillery.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Ackley’s  (Solon  N.)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Adair’s  (W.  P.)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment,  Clierolcee. 
Adams’  (Charles  W.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Adams’  (Nathaniel  A.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  lltli  Regiment. 

Aduddell’s  (John  F.)  Artillery.  See  Henrg  Hopkins'  Artillery. 

Alexander’s  (A.  M. ) Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  '.lAth  Regiment. 

Alexander’s  (Edmund  B.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  IQtli  Regiment. 
Allen’s  (Abraham)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  (5th  Regiment,  Stale  Militia. 
Allen’s  (Asaph)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  \)th  Regiment. 

Allen’s  (John  D.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia. 

Allen’s  (Norman)  Artillery.  See  Kansas  Troops,  Is^  Battery. 

Anderson’s  (ilfc-niel)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Anderson’s  (Martin)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Anderson’s  (Richard  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Ath  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Andrews’  (Christopher  C.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Armstrong’s  (Fletcher  E.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  11th  Battery. 

Ashby’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Backofs  (Frank)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  L. 
Backus’  (William  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  Isf  Regiment. 

Bailey’s  Militia.  See  Osage  County  Militia. 

Bailey’s  (George  W.  K.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  99th  Regiment. 

Bailey’s  (J.  L.)  Infantry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Bainum’s  (James  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  llih  Regiment. 

Baker’s  (James  H.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  lOth  Regiment. 

Baldwin’s  (Horace  W.)  Artillery.  See  William  D.  McLain's  Artillery. 

Ballew’s  (Squire)  Cavalry.  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 

Banks’  (Reseu)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  37th  Regiment. 

* Barrett’s  (Thomas  H.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment  (Colored). 
Barris’  (Sampson  P.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  21th  Regiment. 
Barstow’s  (William  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Barter’s  (Richard  F.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,2Uh  Regiment. 

Bartlett’s  (Edward  M.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  30th  Regiment. 


References  are  to  index  following. 
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Bartlett’s  (Solon  A.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Minmuri  Troops,  Union,  M Regiment,  State 
Militia  (new). 

Barton’s  (Joseph  F.)  Cavalry.  See  F.  M.  Chrisman^s  Cavalry. 

Bass’  (Thomas  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  20tJi  Regiment. 

Bates’  (Joseph)  Infantry.  See  Texas  Troops,  VMli  Regiment. 

Battle’s  (N.  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  ^Qth  Regiment. 

Baumer’s  (William)  Infantry,  See  Nehrasl'a  Troops,  Ls^  Regiment. 

Beach’s  (Augustus’^)  Artillery.  See  Iowa  Troops,  ?td  Battery. 

Beall’s  (Roger  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Nebraska  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Beebe’s  (Thomas  ,J.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  15//t  Regiment. 

Bell’s  (Charles  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  VMli  Regiment. 

Bell’s  (C.  O.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Bell’s  (S.  S.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  37tli  Regiment. 

Benter’s  (Nick  L*)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  '[2th  Regiment. 

Benton’s  (Thomas  H.,  jr. ) Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  29 Ih  Regiment. 

Berry’s  (C.  E.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Black’s  (Thomas  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment. 

Bledsoe’s  (Joseph)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Blocher’s  (William  D.)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Bod^gen’s  (Frederick  W.  von)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment, 
Battery  D. 

Boggess’  (Milton  M.)  Cavalry.  See  B.  D.  McKie’s  Cavalry. 

Bonesteel’s  (Jacob  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Borris’  (Herman)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops, 2d  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

Bourland’s  (James)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Bowen’s  (Thomas  M.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Bowen’s  (William  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops, 'Union,  I9th,  Regiment. 

Bowles’  (John)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  1st  Regiment  (Colored). 

Boyd’s  (Semprouins  II.  ) Infantr3r.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  21th  Regiment. 
Bradley’s  (George)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  7th,  Regiment 
Brawner’s  (Milton  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment. 
Brewer’s  (O.  H.  P.)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  R(^iment,  Cherokee. 
Bringhurst’s  (Thomas  H.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  Aiith  Regiment. 

Broke  Arm’s  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  Osage  Battalion. 

Brooks’  (J.  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Samuel  J.  lUcliardsoTs  Cavalry. 

Brooks’  (W.  H.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  3Aih  Regiment. 
Brown’s  (Darius)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops.  12th  Regiment. 

Brown’s  (Henry  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3th  Regiment,  State  Mili- 
tia (new). 

Brown’s  (L.  T.)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Brown’s  (Richard  H.)  Cavalry,  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  12th  Regiment. 
Brown’s  (Richard  H.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  23d  Regiment. 

Brown’s  (Samuel  H.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3th  Regiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia. 

Brown’s  (William)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Brush’s  (Daniel  H.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  ISth  Regiment. 

Bryan’s  (J.  M.)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Battalion,  Cherokee. 
Bunn’s  (E'.zekiel)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Burbridge’s  (JohnQ.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Con  federate,  1th  Regiment. 
Burch’s  (Milton)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Burchard’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment  (Col- 
ored). 

Burford’s  (N.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  19//<  Regiment. 

Burgh’s  (Henry  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 
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Burner’s  (J.  D.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  oth  liatlenj. 

Burns’  (S.  P.)  Infantry.  See  De  Witt  C.  Jnfantnj. 

Burns’  (William  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri,  Troops,  Union,  4th  Eerjinient. 

Burris’  (Johu  T.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Burris’  (Milton)  Cavalry.  See  M'^SHouri  Troops,  Union,  Tsf  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Burrows’  (Amos  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Ist  Regiment. 

Burton’s  (Anthony  B.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  ^)th  Baltenj. 

Buster’s  (M.  W.)  Infantry.  See  John  B.  ClarUs  Infantnj. 

Butler’s  (James  L.)  Indians.  ’&&&  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment,  Cherokee. 
Caldwell’s  (Henry  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  'Sd  Regiment. 

Caldwell’s  (Joseph  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  Regiment. 

Caldwell’s  (Josiah  H.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Calkins’ (Elias  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  ‘M  Regiment. 

Callicott’s  (John  A.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2dth  Regiment. 

Cameron’s  (Robert  A.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  34th  Regiment. 

Campbell’s  (Hugh  J.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  18th  Regiment. 

Campbell’s  (John  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops, 3d  Regiment. 

Campbell’s  (L.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regiment. 
Campbell’s  (William  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Cannon’s  (William  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  4th  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Carpenter’s  (J.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Carpenter’s  (Robert)  Cavalry.  See  Wiseonsin  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Garrick’s  (Robert)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment. 

Carroll’s  (Charles  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Carter’s  (George  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops, 21st  Regiment. 

Castle’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Catherwood’s  (Edwin  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Cave’s  (Marion)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  23d  Regiment. 

Cavert’s  (Josiah  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Chandler’s  (John  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment. 
Chapman’s  (Augustus  H.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  64th  Regiment. 
Chivington’s  (John  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Chrisman’s  (F.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Clark’s  (Andrew  G.)  Artillery.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Clark’s  (Charles  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  dth  Regiment. 

Clark’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  34th  Regiment. 

Clark’s  (^ohn  B.,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confedtrate. 

Clark’s  (Peter  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  11  th  Regiment. 

Clarkson’s  (T.  S.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  K. 
Clayton’s  (Powell)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Clifford’s  (James)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troopts,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Cloud’s  (William  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Coarser’s  (John  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Cockefair’s  (James  M.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  3d  Battery. 

Coggins’  (W.  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  18th  Regiment. 

Cole’s  (Nelson)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  G. 
Coleman’s  (Charles  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  dth  Regiment. 

Collins’  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Collins’ (John  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8lh  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Collins’  (Richard  A.)  Artillery.  See  Joseph  Bledsoe's  Artillery. 

Collins’  (Robert)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 

Collins’  (William  O.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  llPi  Regiment. 

Colorado  (1st  Battery)  Artillery.  See  William  D.  McLaiids  Artillery. 
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Comstock’s  (Andrew  J.)  Infantry.  Sec  Toiva  Troops,  :33d  Rcf/imenf. 

Conklin’s  (Alvali  R.)  Cavalry.  See  Missburi  Troops,  Union,  Alh  Rcnimmit,  Slale 
Militia. 

Connell’s  ( J oil  u)  Infantry.  See  loiva  Troops,  2Sth  llegimcnt. 

Cook’s  (Henry  N.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  i)lh  Regini'nt,  Stale  ALiUtia. 
Cook’s  (Joseph  J.)  Artillery.  See  Texas  Troops,  1st  Regiment  (Heavg). 

Cook’s  (Samuel  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  Is/,  Regiment. 

Cook’s  (Thomas  Z.)  Infantry.  See  loiva  Troops,  18th  Regiment. 

Cooper’s  (Samuel  F.)  Infantry.  See  lo^va  Troops,  AQth  Regiment. 

Cormack’s  (Joseph  W.)  Cavalry.  See  J/tssoari  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment. 
Cosgrove’s  (Patrick)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Reginunt. 

Cossitt’s  (Chancy  M.)  Artillery.'’'  See  William  D.  MeLaiids  Artillerg. 

Cowley’s  (Matthew)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  i)th.  Regiment. 

Crail’s  (Benjamin  F. ) Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Cramer’s  (Manlove)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  31s/  Regiment,  Enrolled 
Militia. 

Crandall’s  (Lee)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Crane’s  (Janies)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Crawford’s  (Samuel  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Crawford’s  (Samuel  J.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Regiment  ( Colored). 
Crawford’s  (Thomas  L.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  R<giment,  Pro- 
visional Enrolled  Militia. 

Crawford’s  (W.  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Crites’  (John)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  ^d  Regiment. 

Crittenden’s  (Thomas  T.)  Cavalry.  Se^  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Crocker’s  (Watson  D.)  Artillery.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  6lh  Battery. 

Crooks’  (William)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Cropp’s  (Alexander  K.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Ist  Regiment,  Provis- 
ional Enrolled  Militia. 

Cross’  (John)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Ath  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Crump’s  (R.  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Partisan. 

Cummins’  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Cunningham’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union, ‘With  Regiment, 
Enrolled  Militia. 

Curran’s  (Sterrit  M.)  Infantry.  See  Nebraska  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Currie’s  (George  E.)  Infantry.  See  M'lssiss'ippi  Marine  Brigade. 

Curtis’  (Orren  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  loth  Regiment.. 

Curtis’  (Samuel  S.)  Infantry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Darnall’s  (William  W.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  11  Ih  Regiment. 

Davidson’s  (A.  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  1st  Battalion,  Arizona  Brigade. 
Davidson’s  (Joseph  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  D/  Regiment. 

Davis’  (Charles  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Nebraska  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Dawson’s  (C.  L.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  16ih  Regiment. 
Dawson’s  (W.  A.)  Cavalry.  See  F.  M.  Stewart's  Cavah y. 

Deadrick’s  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Debray’s  (X.  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 

Delashmutt’s  (John  I.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Demby’s  (James  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  2d  Reg ‘iment. 

De  Morse’s  (Charles)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 

Dengler’s  (Adolph)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  A'.Ad  Regiment. 

Denson’s  (W.  B.)  Cavalry.  See  louis'iana  Troops. 

Desha  Rangers  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troop%  Confederate. 
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Dette’s  (Joliii  ]^.  W.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  lleghnent.  State 
Militia. 

Dickinson’s  (Saniuel  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  2cl  Regiment. 

Dill’s  (Daniel  J.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  ‘SOth.  Regiment, 

Dobbin’s  (A.  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Dodd’s  (Theodore  H.)  Infantry,  See  Colorado  Troops,  '2cl  Regiment. 

Dodson’s  (Isham  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Dole’s  (George)  Infantry.  See  Indian  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Rome  Guards. 
Dorsey’s  (Caleb)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Doudna’s  (WilloughbjC  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  dth  Regiment. 

Douglas  County  Militia.  See  Kansas  Troops. 

Douglass’  (Joseph  B.)  Infantry,  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia. 

Downing’s  (Jacob)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Downing’s  (Lewis)  Infantry,  See  Indian  Troops,  Union,  'Sd  Regiment,  Home  Guards. 
Drake’s  (Charles)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Drake’s  (Francis  M.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  36th  Regiment. 

Draper’s  (Daniel  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  9th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Drumhiller’s  (William)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment,  State 
Militia  {old). 

Duffs  (John  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Duffield’s  (George)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Duncan’s  (William  M.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  18//i  Regiment. 

Dunn’s  (Clark)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Dye’s  (John  H.)  Cavalry.  See  R.  C.  Newtoids  Cavalry. 

Earl’s  (George  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Eaton’s  (Ethan  W.)  Cavalry.  See  New  Mexico  Troops,  Lst  Regiment. 

Eberhart’s  (Gnstavus  A.)  Infantry.  See  loiva  Troops,  32d  Regiment. 

Edington’s  (John  A.)  Artillery.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  9th  Battery. 

Edwards’  (Cyrus  L.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  E. 
Edwards’  (John)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  18th  Regiment. 

Elbert’s  (Gnstavus  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  4th  Regiment. 

Elliott’s  (Benjamin)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Ellison’s  (J.)  Cavalry.  See  S.  G.  Kitchen’s  Cavalry. 

Ellithorpe’s  (Albert  C.)  Infantry.  See  Indian  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Home 
Guards. 

Elmore’s  (H.  M.)  Infantry.  See  Texas  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Emmons’  (Benjamin,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  27th  Regiment,  En- 
rolled Militia. 

Elio’s  (Edward  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment,  Slate  Militia. 
Eppstein’s  (Joseph  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment,  State 
Militia  {new). 

Erskine’s  (Albert)  Infantry.  See  lUinois  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Espey’s  (Hugh)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Etter’s  (C.  B.)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Ewing’s  (James  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union, 2d  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Ewing’s  (Thomas,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Ferguson’s  (John  C.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Ferguson’s  (P.  S.)  Militia.  See  Wyandotte  County  Militia. 

Fischer’s  (Waldemar)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment,  State  Militia 
{neiv). 

Fish’s  (Stilliuau  O.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Ist  Regiment,  Battery  K. 
Fishback’s  (William  M.)  Infantry.  See  Fishhack,  William  M. 

Fisk’s  (Julius  G.)  Cavalry,  See  Kanmis  Troops,  2d  liegiment. 

Fitch’s  (Ezra)  Cavalry.  See  Ark'insifh  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 
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Fitch’s  (Horace)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  'Solh  Regiment. 

Fitzgerald’s  (William  J.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  \Vdth  Regiment,  En- 
rolled Militia. 

Fitzwilliams’  (James)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Flentz’s  (William)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  bth  Regiment,  State  Militia 
(new). 

Flesher’s  (Henry)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9th  Reghnent. 

Folmsbee’s  (William  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1«<  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Folsom’s  Indians.  See  Captain  Folsom. 

Folsom’s  (Sampson)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  i.si  Regiment,  Choctaw. 
Foreman’s  (Alexander)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment, 
Cherokee. 

Foreman’s  (John  A.)  Infantry.  See  Indian  Troops,  Union,  ‘M  Regiment,  Home  Guards. 
Poster's  (Everett  W. ) Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  'kl  Regiment. 

Foster’s  (Samuel  A.)  Infantry.  Sec  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  'Sbtli  Regiment. 
Freeburn’s  (Archibald  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 
Freeman’s  (Thomas  K. ) Partisans.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Frisbie’s  (Henry  N.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  '.17 th  Regiment. 

Fuchs’  (Frederick  W.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Fuller  (E.  W. ) Cavalry.  See  Saint  Martin’s  Rangers. 

Fuller’s  (Irvintv  W.)  Cavalry.  Si^e  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  '3d  Regiment. 

Furnas’  (Robert  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Nebraska  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Garrett’s  (John  A.)  Infantry.  See  loiea  Troops,  AOth  Regiment. 

Garth’s  (Samirel  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  9th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Cause’s  (L.  C.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  ‘.)2d  Regiment. 

Geiger’s  (Washiugton  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment. 
Gerster’s  (Anton)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  27th  Regiment. 

Gibson’s  (William  E.)  Artillery.  See  Texas  Troops.  ' 

Giddings’  (D.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  216’^  Regiment. 

Gilkey’s  (Charles  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Beal  G.  Jeans’  Cavalrg. 

Gill’s  (Charles  R. ) Infantry.  See  fVisconsin  Troops,  29th  Regiment. 

Gillett’s  (L.  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Gilstrap’s  (Jesse  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Glasgow’s  (Samuel  L.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  23d  Regiment. 

Glaze’s  (Henry  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Un'ion,  9th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Glenn’s  (J.  E.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  36th  Regiment. 

Glover’s  (John  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  '3d  Regiment. 

Gonzales’  (Thomas)  Artillery.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Goodsell’s  (Henry)  Cavalry.  See  IVisconTm  Troops,  3d  Repiment. 

Gordon’s  (B.  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Regiment. 

Gordon’s  (Joseph  T.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Goss’  (Benjamin  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Gould’s  (N.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  2'3d  Regiment. 

Gower’s  (James  O.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  Regiment. 

Grass’  (Daniel)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  6lst  Regiment. 

Gratheer’s  (Henry)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Un'ion,  8th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Gravely’s  (Joseph  J.)  Cavalry.  See  M'lssouri  Troops,  Union,  8 h Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Gray’s  (Edmund  B.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  28th  Regiment. 

Greene’s  (Colton)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regiment. 

Greer’s  (Samuel  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  15/J/  Regiment. 

Grinsted’s  (H.  L.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  '33d  Regiment. 
Griswold’s  (D.  B.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Guitar’s  (Odon)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  9th  Reginunt,  State  Militia. 
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Gurley’s  (E.  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  39th  E^rjiment. 

Guylee’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment  (Colored). 
Hadley’s  (Julius  L.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  2oth  Battenj. 

Haines’  (William  W. ) Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Hale’s  (John  B.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  4th  Regiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia. 

Hall’s  (George  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  4th  Regiment,  State  Mililia. 
Hall’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Ham’s  (Elijah  D.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  Is^  Regiment. 
Hamilton’s  (James  L.)  Artillery.  See  C.  0.  BelVs  Artillerij. 

Hanna’s  (George  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 
Hardeman’s  (Peter)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Arizona  Brigade. 
Harding’s  (Chester,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  23th  Regiment. 
Hardy’s  (David  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  Is/  Regiment. 

Harker’s  (Garrison)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Harris’  (Charles  L.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  11///  Regiment. 

Harris’  (Marshall  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  9tlt  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Harrison’s  (James  E.)  Infantry.  See  Texas  Troops,  13tli  Regiment. 

Harrison’s  (M.  La  Rue)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 
Harrison’s  (William  R.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Provis- 
ional Enrolled  Militia. 

Hart’s  (John  M.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  106//?.  Regiment. 

Hart’s  (R.  A.)  Infantry.  Sea  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  39th  Regiment. 
Hartman’s  (Theobald)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Harvey’s  (Elijah  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Hatch’s  (E.  A.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Minnesota  Troops. 

Hawkins’  Cavalry.  Official  designation  unknown.  See Hawkins. 

Hawkins’  (George  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  Ist  Regiment. 

Hawpe’s  (T.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  31s/  Regiment. 

Hawthorn’s  (A.  T.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Cen federate. 

Hayden’s  (Mortimer  M.)  Artillery.  See  Iowa  Troops,  3d  Battery. 

Heath’s  (Herman  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Heath’s  (William  11.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  33d  Regiment. 

Henley’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  47th  Regiment. 

Henning’s  (Benjamin  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  ‘.Id  Regiment. 

Herder’s  (John  N.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Heron’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  ‘3d  Regiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Mililia. 

Hicks’  (Henry  A.)  Artillery.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  9th  Battery. 

Hildebrand’s  (Jesse)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  77th  Regiment. 

Hill’s  (G.  H.)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Hill’s  (J.  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Hiller’s  (Hiram  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Holstein’s  (Otto)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  11th  Regiment. 

Holt’s  (Charles  H.)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate. 

Hoover’s  (John  V.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  74th  Regiment,  Enrolled  Militia. 
Hopkins’  (Henry)  Artillery.  See  Kansas  Troops. 

Howard’s  (Charles  W.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Bat- 
teries K and  M. 

Howell’s  (Sylvanus)  Artillery.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Hubbard’s  (Edward  B.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  23th  Battery. 

Hubbard’s  (James  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 
Huffman’s  (Jacob)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  73th  Regiment,  Enrolled 
Militia. 
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Hughes’  (D.  Henry)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  ‘3Wi  Regiment. 

Hughey’s  (W.  M.)  Artillery.  See  Arlcansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Human’s  (William  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Hummel’s  (George  W. ) Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment,  State 
Militia  {new). 

Hunt’s  (Charles  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Hunter’s  (De  Witt  C.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Hunters  (Samuel  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  dth  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Hunter’s  (William  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment,  State 
Militia  {new). 

Huntt’s  (George  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4th  Regiment. 

Hurd’s  (Tyrus  I.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Illinois  Artillery,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  A.  See  Thomas  F.  Vaughn^ s Artillery. 
Jackman’s  (S.  D.)  Infantry.  See  Josiah  H.  Caldwell’s  Infantry. 

Jackson’s  (Andrew)  Cavalry.  8>ee)  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment , State  Militia. 
Jacobi’s  (Arthur)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  dth  Regiment. 

James’  (John)  Militia.  See  Johnson  County  Militia. 

Jeans’  (Beal  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate.  ' 

Jeffers’  (William  L.)  Cavalr3>".  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  8th  Regiment. 
Jenkins’  (Wilton  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  3tli  Regiment. 

Jennison’s  (Samuel  P.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  lOth  Regiment. 

Jewett’s  (Johnson  W.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  66th  Regiment,  Enrolled 
Militia. 

Johnson  County  Militia.  SeefKayisas  Troops. 

Johnson’s  (Curtis)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Johnson’s  (Cyrus  II.)  Artillery.  See  Jllsconsin  Troops,  9th  Battery. 

Johnson’s  (Harvey)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 

Johnson’s  (Horace  B.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union. 

Johnson’s  (Horace  B.^  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Johnson’s  (James  J. ) Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Johnson’s  (James  M.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  Ist  Regiment. 
Johnson’s  (Marshall  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Jones’  (Fedelio  S.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia. 

Jones’  (Johu)  Artillery.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  3d  Battery. 

Jones’  (O.  G.)  Artillery.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Joslyn’s  (John  J.)  Cavalry,  ^ee  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Joy’s  (Lewis  D.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Jumper’s  (Johu)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  Seminole  Battalion, 
Kauffman’s  (Albert  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  IWi  Regiment. 
Kehoe’s  (Miles)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Ist  Regiment. 

Keis’  (John)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  27th  Regiment. 

Kelly’s  (George  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  4th  Regiment,  State  Militia.- 
Kelly’s  (Morgan)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  26th  Regiment,  Enrolled 
Militia. 

Kempinsky’s  (A. ) Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  67th  Regiment,  Enrolled 
Militia. 

Kennedy’s  (Thomas  H.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  12th  Rec^mpnl, 

Kent’s  (Daniel)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Kerber’s  (Charles)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Kersner’s  (Jonathan)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
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Kettle’s  (James  G.)  Infantry.  Se©  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  iSlih  Regiment,  Enrolled 
Militia. 

Killen’s  (Thomas  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Kincaid’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  S7th  Regiment. 

King’s  (Austin  A.,  jr. ) Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  RegirAent,  State 
Militia. 

King’s  (James  P.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  ‘.loth  Regiment. 

King’s  (Walter)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Mh  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Kingsbury’s  (Ezra  W.)  Infantry.  See  Colorado  Troops, 'M  Regiment. 

Kinsman’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  23d  Regiment. 

Kitchen’s  (S.  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Kittredge’s  (Charles  W.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops.,  '36th  Regiment. 

Kizer’s  (Fernando  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops, ‘3d  Regiment. 

Klauss’  (Martin)  Artillery.  ’See  Indiana  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Knowles’  (Daniel  C.)  Artillery.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Krez’s  (Conrad)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  21  th  Regiment. 

Krumbhaar’s  (W.  B.)  Artillery.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Kunkel’s  (Jerome)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Kutzner’s (Edward  A. ) Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment.  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia. 

Laing’s  (John  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Lane’s  (W.  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Partisan. 

Latham’s  (Robert  B.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  106th  Regiment. 

Laughlin’s  (Rankin  G.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  9ith  Regiment 
Lawther’s  (Robert  R.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Lazear’s  (Bazel  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  12th  Reg'iment,  State  Mili- 
tia; also  1st  Regiment,  State  Militia. 

Leavenworth’s  (J.  H.)  Infantry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Lee’s  (Roswell  W.)  Artillery.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Leeper’s  (William  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment,  State  MiU- 
tia  {new). 

Leighton’s  (George  E.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7lh  Regiment,  Enrolled 
Militia. 

Leonard’s  (Reeves)  Cavalry.  SeeAfissown  Troops,  Union,  9ih  Regiment,  State  MiUtia. 
Lewis’  (James  M.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  2Sth  Regiment. 

Lewis’ (L.  M.)  Infantry.  See  Josiah  H.  Caldwell’s  Infantry. 

Lindsay’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  68th  Regiment,  Enrolled 
Militia. 

Lindsay’s  (John  G.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  lltli  Regiment. 

Lindsay’s  (Lycurgus)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment,  State 
Militia.’ 

Lindsey’s  (William  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Lippert’s  (Lothar)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  l‘3th  Regiment. 

Lippincott’s  (Charles  E.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  '33d  Regiment. 

Lisenby’s  (John  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment. 

Little’s  (Joseph  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Livingston’s  (Robert R.)  Infantry.  See  Nebraska  Troops,  Is/  Regiment. 

Livingston’s  (T.  R.)  Cavalry.  Official  designation  unknown.  See  T.  R.  Livingston. 
Logan’s  (Samuel  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Lucas’  (Edward  W.)  Infantry.  See  loiva  Troops,  l\th  Regiment. 

Luckett’s  (P.  N.)  Infantry.  See  Texeis  Troops,  '3d  Regiment. 

Lynde’s  (Edward)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

McCray’s  (T.  H.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  3Ist  Regiment. 
McFarland’s  (John  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  9th  Reg'iment,  State 
Militia. 
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McFerran’s  (James)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Eegiment,  State 
Militia. 

McGehee’s  (J.  H.)  Cavalry.  See  F.  M.Clirisman’s  Cavalry. 

McGhee’s  (Joseph  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Isi  Eegiment,  State 
Militia:. 

McIntosh’s  (Chilly)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Eegiment,  Creek. 
McIntosh’s  (D.  N.)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Eegiment,  Creek. 
Mackey’s  (Cyrus  H.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  '33d  Eegiment. 

Mackey’s  (Thomas  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  11th  Eegiment. 

McKie’s  (B.  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops. 

McKinney’s  (A.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Gih  Eegiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia. 

McKinsey’s  (James)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  9th  Eegiment,  State  Militia. 
McLain’s  (William  D.)  Artillery.  See  Colorado  Troops. 

McLane’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Eegiment,  Pro- 
visional Enrolled  Militia. 

McLaren’s  (Alexander')  Artillery.  8)ee  Horace  B.  Johnson's  Artillery. 

McLaren’s  (Robert  N.)  Cavalry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  2d  Eegiment. 

McLean’s  (William  E.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  43^Z  Eegiment. 

MacMurray’s  (Junius  W.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  l8<  Eegiment, 
Battery  L. 

McNeil’s  (John)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Eegiment,  State  Militia. 
McNeill’s  (A.  J.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  30th  Eegiment. 
McPhaill’s  (Samuel)  Cavalry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  Is^  Eegiment. 

Mahana’s  (Bradley)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  7th  Eegiment. 

Major’s  (John  C.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  A3d  Eegiment. 

Malcombe’s  (W.  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Desha  Eangers. 

Markham’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  9th  Eegiment. 

Marks’  (Samuel  B.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  18th  Eegiment. 

Marr’s  (James)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Is^  Eegiment,  Battery  F. 
Marsh’s  (Ashury  C.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Eegiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia. 

Marsh’s  (Josiah  F.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  9th  Eegiment. 

Marshall’s  (John  G.)  Artillery.  Sec  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Marshall’s  (John  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Marshall’s  (William  R.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,7th  Eegiment. 

Martin’s  (L.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  7>th  Eegiment,  Partisan. 

Martin’s  (William  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  Ath  Eegiment. 

Mason’s  (William  B.)[Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  77th  Eegiment. 

May’s  (Dwight)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  12th  Eegiment. 

May’s  (G.  Allen)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  13th  Eegiment. 

Maynard’s  (Joseph  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  1st  Eegiment. 

Meeker’s  (Stephen  M.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  G2d  Eegiment. 

Meisner’s  (Charles  P.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Eegiment,  Battery  D. 
Merrill  Horse  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Eegiment. 

Merrill’s  (Lewis)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Eegiment. 

Merrill’s  (Samuel)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  21st  Eegiment. 

Metz’s  (Edward)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  IGth  Eegiment. 

Miami  County  Militia.  See  Kansas  Troops. 

Milks’ (Henry  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3d  Eegiment,  State  Militia 
(new). 

Millard’s  (Andrew  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troop)S,7th  Eegiment. 

Miller’s  (J.  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Miller’s  (Lewis  P.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Eegiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia. 
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Miller’s  (William  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  2d  liegiment. 

Mills’  (James  K.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  24th  Regiment. 

Miner’s  (Nelson)  Cavalry.  See  Dakota  Troops,  Ist  Battalion. 

Miserez’s  (Peter  J.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  I2th  Regiment. 

Mississippi  Marine  Brigade  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union. 

Missouri  Seventh  ILniantiy  {Confederate),  Josiah  JI.  CaldivelVs  Infantry. 

Missouri  Eighth  Infantry  {Confederate).  See  De  Witt  C.  Hunter’’ s Infantry. 
Missouri  Ninth  Infantry  {Confederate).  See  James  D.  White’s  Infantry. 

Missouri  Tenth  Infantry  {Confederate).  See  A.  E.  Steen’s  Infantry. 

Mitchell’s  (Charles  S.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Mitchell’s  (James  A.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  li5th  Battery. 

Mix’s  (Franklin  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Battalion,  State  Militia. 
Mochel’s  (George  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  11th  Regiment. 

Monks’  (William)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia. 

Monroe’s  (J.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment,  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department. 

Montgomery’s  (Samuel)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment. 
Moonlight’s  (Thomas*)  Cavalry,  Kansas  Troops,  14th  Regwient. 

Moore’s  (David)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  21st  Reg’iment. 

Moore’s  (William  B.*)  Artillery.  See  William  D.  McLain's  Artillery. 

Morgan’s  (A.  S.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  26th  Regiment. 
Morgan’s  (C.  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troogis. 

Morris  County  Militia.  See  Kansas  Troops. 

Morsey’s  (Frederick)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  State 
Militia  {neiv). 

Morton’s  (Quin)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  22d  Regiment. 

Moss’  (James  H.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  48th  Regiment,  Enrolled 
Militia;  also  82d  Regiment,  Enrolled  Militia. 

Mounted  Rangers  Cavalry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  Ist  Regiment. 

Mullins’  (Alexander  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Murphy’s  (David)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Isi  Regiment,  Battery  F. 
Murphy’s  (George  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Murphy’s  (Richard)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment,  State  Mili- 
tia {new). 

Murrell’s  (Frank)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Musser’s  (Richard  H.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate.  ' 

Nasmith’s  (Samuel  J.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  26tli  Regiment. 

Neill’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  M'llitia. 

Newman’s  (Jesse  T.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  lOlsf  Regiment. 

Newton’s  (R.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Nichols’  (Frederic  C.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  26th  Regiment.  • 
Nichols’  (William  H.)  Artillery.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Norris’  (Wesley  W.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  42d  Regiment. 

Norton’s  (Galen  G.)  Infantry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  2d  liegiment. 

O’Brien’s  (George  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Offley’s  (Robert  H.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment. 

Ohr’s  (Simon  P.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  Glsf  Regiment. 

Opdyke’s  (Henry  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Orahood’s  (John  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Osage  County  Militia.  See  Kansas  Troops. 
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Ostermayer’s  (Peter)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Begiment,  State  Militia 
(new). 

Owen’s  (Julian  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  Xst  llegiment. 

Pace’s  (Lewis  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  llth  Begiment. 

Pace’s  (Thomas  N.)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  1st  Begiment. 

Palmer’s  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Ttoops,  Confederate. 

Palmer’s  (Henry  E.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  11/^  Begiment. 

Parkell’s  (Alonzo  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  Ath  Begiment. 

Parker’s  (Charles  W.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  ^7th  Begiment,  Enrolled 
Militia. 

Parker’s  (Wilson  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Ath  Begiment,  State 
Militia. 

Parmetar’s  (James  W.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  12th  Begiment. 

Parsons’  (W.  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  12th  Begiment. 

Pattee’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  41s^  Begiment. 

Patterson’s  (Robert  F.)  Infantry.  See  lowg  Troops,  29//?  Begiment. 

Peabody’s  (Albert  P. ) Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Begiment. 

Penick’s  (William  R.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  bth  Begiment,  State 
Militia  (old).  • 

Penney’s  (Thomas  H.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  ^7>ih  Begiment. 
Peoples’  (S.  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Desha  Bangers. 

Peoria  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Begiment,  Baticrg  A. 

Phelps’  (John  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  2d  Begiment. 

Philips’  (John  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7th  Begiment,  State  Militia. 
Phillips’  (Joseph)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  2d  Begiment,  Arizona  Brigade. 

Phillips’  (O.  P)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  66ih  Begiment,  Enrolled  Militia. 
Phillips’  (William  A.)  Infantry.  See  Indian  Troops,  Union,  2d  Begiment,  Home 
Guards. 

Phul’s  (Benjamin  von*)  Artillery.  See  Benjamin  von  Phul. 

Pickens’  (Edmond)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate. 

Pickett’s  (A.  C.)  Infantry.  See  A.  E.  Steen's  Infantry. 

Pickler’s  (J.  F.)  Cavalry.  See  T.  B.  Livingston^ s Cavalry. 

Pikes’  (Bennett)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Begiment,  Provisional  En- 
rolled Militia.  , 

Pikes’  (Joshua  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  dth  Begiment. 

Pile’s  (WTlliam  A.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  22d  Begiment . 

Pindall’s  (L.  A.)  Sharpshooters.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Pinger’s  (John)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  5th  Begiment,  State  Militia  (old). 
Pleasants’ (J.  C.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  29//?.  Begiment. 
Plumb’s  (William)  Cavalry,  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Cth  Begiment,  State  Militia. 
Pond’s  (J.  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  2d  Begiment. 

Ponder’s  (W.  M.)  Infantry.  i6ee  James  D.  Whiteh  Infantry. 

Poole’s  (Frederick  R. ) Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Begiment,  State' 
Militia. 

Porter’s  (James  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  Ath  Begiment. 
Porter’s  (Joseph  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Pound’s  (Johnt)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Ath  Begiment,  State  Militia. 
Powers’  (P.  L.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Begiment,  Provisional  En- 
rolled Militia. 

Pratt’s  (J.  H.)  Artillery.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Praul’s  (Lafayette)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Begiment,  State  Militia 
(new). 

Preston’s  (W^.  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  Ath  Begiment. 
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Preuitt’s  (Valentine)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Regiment. 

Pritcliard’.s  (Jesse  L.)  Infantry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Rabb’s  (John  W.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  2d  Battery  ; also  temporarily  com- 
manding Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Rankin’s  (L.  J.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  SQth  Regiment,  Enrolled  Mili- 
tia. 

Ransom’s  (Wyllis  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  Ctli  Regiment. 

Raynor’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  b(5th  Regiment. 

Read’s  (Horatio  N.  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Reber’s  (Van  Bnren  S.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery K. 

Rector’s  (W.  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  I7th  Regiment. 

Redding’s  (William  M.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  G9lh  Regiment,  En- 
rolled Militia. 

See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment. 

See  Kansas  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  \2ih  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  Isi  Battalion,  Chickasaw. 


Reed’s  (John  H.)  Cavalry. 
Rees’  (Jacob  G.)  Infantry. 
Renner’s  (Henry)  Cavalry. 
Reves’  (Timothy)  Cavalry. 
Reynolds’  (L.  M.)  Indians. 


Ribble’s  (Henry  H.)  Infantry.  See  Nebraska  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Rice’s  (Daniel)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  4th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Rice’s  (Hiram  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment,  State  Militia 
(new). 

Rice’s  (Samuel  A.)  Infantry.  See  loiva  Troops,  33d  Regiment. 

Richardson’s  (Samuel  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops , Union,  blh  Regiment,  State 
Militia  {new). 

Richardson’s  (Samuel  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Ridgway’s  (JohnW.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Riemann’s  (George)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Ritter’s  (John  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Rizer’s  (Robert  O.)  Infantry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Robbins’  (Samuel  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  Isf  Regiment. 

Roberts’  (Leroy  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment. 
Robinson’s  (Joseph  K.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  4th  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Robinson’s  (William  P.)  Infantry.  See  Missour'i  Trooj)s,  Union,  23d  Regimen'. 
Rogan’s  (J.  W.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  39th  Regiment. 

Rogers’  (John  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Ross’  (Edmund  G.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Roszell’s  (Charles  A.  L.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  32d  Regiment. 

Rouell’s  (Lyman  D.)  Infantry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Ruark’s  (O/.ias)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Sth  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Ruffner’s  (Samuel  T.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Rupp’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Saint  Joseph  Militia.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2bth  Regiment,  Enrolled  Militia. 
Saint  Martin’s  Rangers  Cavalry.  See  Louisiana  Troops. 

Salomon’s  (Charles  E.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Sanborn’s  (George  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Sands’  (Frank  C.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  llthBattery. 

Sapp’s  (William  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Nebraska  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Scanland’s  (John)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Schaerff’s  (Charles)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  D. 
Schaurte’s  (Frederick  W. ) Infantry.  See  Indian  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Home 
Guards. 

Schluter’s  (Herman)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 
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Schnable’s  (John  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Benjamin  BUiotL’s  Cavalry. 

Schofield’s  (George  W.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Isl  Begiment,  Bat- 
tery A. 

Schofield  Hussars  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troojm,  Union,  Eajiment,  State  Militia 
(new). 

Schroeling’s  (John  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  3ti  Begiment. 

Scott’s  (John*)  Cavalry.  See  Caleb  Dorsey’s  Cavalry. 

Scott’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  '.^2d  Begiment. 

Scott’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  jl/issowG  Troops,  Union,  i^lst Begiment,  Enrolled  Militia. 
Scott’s  (Oliver  II.  P.)  Ca.valry.  See  lotea  Troops,  od  Begiment. 

Searle’s  (Elhanon  J.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  1st  Begipent. 

Sears’  (John  J.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  12lh  Begiment. 

Seley’s  (Abel  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  bili  Begiment. 

Shaler’s  (Janies  R.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Con  federate, 21  tli  Begiment. 
Shanks’  (David)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Shannon’s  (W.  H.)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Begiment,  Cherokee. 
Sharp’s  (Thomas)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Begiment  (Colored). 
Shaver’s  (R.  G.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  ^8th  Begiment. 

Shaw’s  (Elvis  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  Will  Begiment. 

Shelby’s  (Joseph  O.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  Mli  Begiment. 
Shelton’s  (William  A.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  4bth  Begiment,  Enrolled 
Militia. 

Sheppard’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Missoui'i  Troops,  Union,  Gth  Begiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia. 

Shimminger’s  (Samuel)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  4'Sd  Begiment. 

Shipley’s  (Francis  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  lUh  Begiment. 

Shoup’s  (George  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  Begiment. 

Showalter’s  (Daniel)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  4th  Begiment,  Arizona  Brigade. 
Shunk’s  (David)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  8th  Begiment. 

Sigel’s  (Albert)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  bth  Begiment,  State  MiUiia  (new). 
Simpson’s  (Benjamin  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  Mth  Begiment. 

Singer’s  (John  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  Gth  Begiment. 

Sitton’s  (J.  O.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Gth  Begiment,  Provisional  En- 
rolled Militia. 

Slack’s  (James  R.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  41th  Begiment. 

Smart’s  (Edwin)  Cavalry.  Sec  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Gd  Begiment,  State  Militia  (new). 
Smith’s  (Edward  A.)  Artillery.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Smith’s  (Harry  S.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  91s/  Begiment. 

Smith’s  (J.  Nelson)  Infantry.  See  Colorado  Troops, 2d  Begiment. 

Smith’s  (Newton  J.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Smith’s  (Reuben)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Battalion,  State  Militia. 
Smyser’s  (Alfred  N.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  12Gth  Begiment. 

Sockman’s  (Alexander  H.)  Infantry.  See  Colorado  Troops, Gd  Begiment. 

Speight’s  (J.  W.)  Infaiitry.  See  Texas  Troops,  loth  Begiment. 

Spencers  (Frederick  A.)  Infantry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  2d  Begiment. 

Spilman’s  (Alexander  C.)  Infantry.  See  Indian  Troops,  Union,  Gd  Begiment,  Home 
Guards. 

Spring  Frog’s  Infantry.  See  Indian  Troops,  Union,  2d  Begiment,  Home  Guards. 
Stall’s  (Henry  V.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Gth  Begiment,  State  Militia. 
Stange’s  (Gustave)  Artillery.  8>ee,  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Begiment,  Battery  M. 
Stark’s  (Denton  D.)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  2roo2)s,  Union,  Is/  Battery. 

Starr’s  (Henry  A.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  20th  Begiment. 

Steele’s  (James  M.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  I2th  Begiment. 

Steen’s  (A.  E.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  'Troops,  Confederate. 
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Stevens’  (Edward  U.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  3cZ  Regiment. 

Stevens’  (J.  G.)  Cavalry.  Sec  Texas  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Stev^rart’s  (F-  M.)  Cavalry.  Sue  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Stewart’s  (Jolin  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9ih  Regiment. 

Stierlin’s  (Charles)  Artillery.  See  Alissoari  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  L. 
Stierlin’s  (Heury  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Stillings’  (Edward  B.)  Artillery.  See  Thomas  F.  Vaughn’s  Artillery. 

Stone’s  (B.  W. ) Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  ilLh  Regiment. 

Stone’s  (William  M.)  Infantry.  See  lou'a  Troops,  2'2d  Regiment. 

Stott’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  ‘Sd  Regiment,  Pror/isional  En- 
rolled Mililia. 

Stout’s  (Nathan  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  Ml  Regiment. 

Strait’s  (Horaee  B.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Street’s  (Joseph  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  9th Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Strodtman’s  (John  E.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Batteries 
A and  C. 

Stuart’s  (James)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Suess’  (Henry)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Summers’  (Samuel  W.)  Cavalry.  See  loiea  Troops,  7lh  Regiment. 

Sutter’s  (John  J.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  B. 
Swain’s  (Andrew  J.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Ath  Regiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia. 

Swain’s  (Joseph  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  loth  Regiment. 

Swan’s  (Simeon  D.)  Cavalry.  See  loica  Troops,  Aih  Regiment. 

Taliaferro’s  (T.  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Tappan’s  (Samuel  F.)  Cavalry,  Colorado  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Terrell’s  (A.  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Thomas’  (Minor  T.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  Stli  Regiment ; also  temporarily 
commanding  detachments  of  Gth  and  10th  Regiments. 

Thompson’s  (G.  W. ) Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  6ih  Regiment. 
Thompson’s  (Jay)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  'id  Regiment. 

Thompson’s  (Philip  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Gth  Regiment,  State 
Militia  (old). 

Thompson’s  (William  G.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Thomson’s  (L.  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Charles  A.  Carroll’s  Cavalry. 

Thrall’s  (Homer)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Thurber’s  (Charles  H.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Battery,  State 
Militia. 

Tilden’s  (Charles  B.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Tillman’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia. 

Torrey’s  (William  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Tripp’s  (William)  Cavalry.  See  Dakota  Troops,  1st  Battalion. 

Trumbull’s  (Matthew  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Turner’s  ( Samuel  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Gth  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Tyler’s  (John  F.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Vanderhorck’s  (.John)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  8th  Regi- 
ment. 

Vanderpool’s  (Elisha)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Mth  Regiment. 

Van  Horn’s  (Robert  T.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2oth  Regiment. 

Van  Sickle’s  (Abram  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  4th  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Vaughn’s  (Thomas  F.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops. 

Veale’s  (George  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  GIi  Regiment. 
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Vittiim’s  (David  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  Zd  Begiment. 

Wachsman’s  (Albert)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Battery,  State 
Alilitia. 

Waggoner’s  (W,  H,  H.)  Infantry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  M Begiment. 

Wakerlin’s  (Georiie  D.)  Cavalry,  Missotiri  Troops,  Union,  bth  Begiment,  State 
Militia  (old). 

Walker’s  (Irwin  K.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Sth  Begiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia. 

Walker’s  (Tand}’)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Begiment,  Choctaw 
and  Chickasaw. 

Waring’s  (George  E.,  jr. ) Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Mh  Begiment. 
Washburn’s  (Henry  D.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  Itith  Begiment. 

Watie’s  (Stand)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Begiment,  Cherokee. 
Wattles’  (Stephen  H.)  Infantry.  See  Indian  Troops,  Union,  1st  Begiment,  Home 
Guards. 

Waugh’s  (Gideon  M.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  2d  Begiment. 

Webb’s  (Ephraim  L.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2'M  Begiment. 
Weber’s  (George  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  11th  Begiment. 

Weber’s  (Henry)  Militia.  See  Douglas  County  Militia. 

Welfley's  (Martin)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Begiment,  Battery  B. 
Wells’  (J.  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Wells’  (Samuel  T.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  bOth  Begiment. 

West’s  (George)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  2d  Begiment. 

West’s  (Henry  C.)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

West’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  2d  Begiment. 

Westerberg’s  (C.  G.  E.  N.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  bth  Begiment,  State 
Militia  (new). 

Weydemeyer’s  (Joseph)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Begiment.  ‘ 
Wheat’s  (P.  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  Is/  Begiment,  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department. 

Wheeler’s  (John  E.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  I'bth  Begiment. 

Whitaker’s  (Charles)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  28th  Begiment. 

White’s  (Calvert  C.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  28ih  Begiment. 

White’s  (James  D.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

White’s  (William)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Begiment. 

Whitely’s  (Thomas  J.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  ‘12d  Begiment,  Enrolled 
Militia. 

Whybark’s  (Levi  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  bth  Begiment,  State  Mili- 
tia (new). 

Wickersham’s  (Dudley)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  10th  Begiment. 

Wier’s  Cavalry.  Official  designation  unknown.  See  Wier. 

Wilber’s  (John  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  l^lh  Begiment,  State  Militia. 
Wilcox’s  (John)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  7th  Begiment. 

Wilds’  (John  Q.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  2Mh  Begiment. 

Wilkin’s  (Alexander)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  0th  Begiment. 

Wilkins’  (Theodore)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Begiment. 

Willetts’  (Charles)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  14//i  Begiment. 

Williams’  (Henry  H.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  10//i  Begiment. 

Williams’  (James  M. ) Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  Is/  Begiment  (Colored). 
Williams’  (John  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  9th  Begiment,  State  Militia. 
Wilshire’s  (William  W.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  126//t  Begiment. 

Wilson’s  (Aristarchus)  Artillery.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Wilson’s  (David  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  6th  Begiment. 

Wilson’s  (James)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3d  Begiment,  State  Militia, 
(neiv). 
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Wilson’s  (JolinT.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Sth  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Witherspoon’s  (James  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Con  federate. 

Wood’s  (John  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Wood’s  (R.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Wood’s  (S.  M.)  Militia.  See  Morris  County  Militia. 


See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  llth  Regiment. 

See  Indiana  Troops,  Isf  Regiment. 

See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment,  Provisional 


Wood’s  (William  D.)  Cavalry. 

Wood’s  (William  F.)  Cavalry. 

Woodruff’s  (Jacob)  Infantry. 

Enrolled  Militia. 

Woods’  (Joseph  J.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  I2th  Regiment. 

Woods’  (William)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Woodson’s  (Richard  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  State 
Militia  {new). 

Woolfolk’s  (Alexander  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Wright’s  (David  R.)  Infantry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Wright’s  (Melvil  C.)  Artillery.  See  Iowa  Troops,  3d  Battery. 

Wright’s  (Moses  B.  C.)  Infantry.  See  Indian  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Home 
Guards. 

Wyandotte  County  Militia.  See  Kansas  Troops. 

WyckofFs  (John)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Wynkoop’s  (Edward  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  Is^  Regiment. 

Young’s  Cavalry.  Official  designation  unknown.  See Young. 

Young’s  (M.  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Zepp’s(John)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  I). 
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Brigades,  Divisions,  Corps,  Armies,  and  improvised  organizations  are  '‘'Mentioned”  under  name  of 
commanding  ojicer ; State  and  other  organizations  under  their  official  designation.  {See  Alternate 
Designations,  pp.  1147-1163.) 


Page. 

Abandoned  and  Captured  Property.  Communications  from 

Blunt,  James  G 222,226 

Curtis,  Samuel  E 237 

Davies,  Thomas  A 336 

Doudua,  Willoughby 221 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 594 

Phillips,  William  A 58 

Abernathy,  James  L.  Mentioned 46 

Ackley,  Solon  N.  Mentioned 346,507 

Adair,  William  Penn. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  A.  Scales 821 

Mentioned 141,751,752,822,830,832 

Adams,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 23,  46, 47, 188, 264, 300, 347, 420, 538, 763 

Adams,  Nathaniel  A.  Mentioned 420, 761 

Adams,  Samuel  B.  Mentioned 253 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Provost-Marshal-Geueral’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 452 

Schofield,  John  M 319,  392, 432,  440,  441,  451,  488 

Orders,  General,  series  1863;  No.  1,  768;  No.  213,  361. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863  : No.  57,  98 ; No.  114,  152 ; No.  183, 236  ; No. 

506,  708. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Clark,  H.  E 1079 

Davis,  Jefferson 807,1038,1060 

Dockery,  T.  P 962 

Hindman,  Thomas  C 895 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 771 

Huger,  Benjamin 804 

Johnson,  J.  P 1060 

• Price,  Sterling 968 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 786,852,873,913,949 

Steele,  William 843,1100 

War  Department,  C.  S 949, 1061, 1102, 1133 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863 : No.  11,  772  ; No.  25,  780  ; No.  33,  787 ; No. 

89,  816;  No.  196,  970;  No.  202,  980;  No.  225,  1025. 

Aduddell,  John  F.  Mentioned 763 

Akard,  James  J.  Mentioned 756 

Aldrich^  Cyrus.  Mentioned 495 
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Alexander,  A.  M.  Correspondence  with  William  Steele 804, 815, 823 

Alexander,  Edmund  B.  Mentioned...^ 131 

Alexander,  J.  C.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  L.  M.  Walker. 

Alexander,  S.  Correspondence  with  J.  O.  Pullen 825 

Alhambra,  Steamer.  Mentioned 38 

Allen, . Mentioned 532 

Allen,  Abraham.  Mentioned 343 

Allen,  Asaph. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Chivington 362 

Mentioned 131, 142, 323,  347, 370, 421, 436, 761 

Allen,  E.  Mentioned 973 

Allen,  Henry  W.  Mentioned 974, 1137 

Allen,  James.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 325 

Allen,  John  D.  Mentioned 330, 418, 578, 763, 766 

Allen,  John  M.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 663 

Allen,  Norman.  Mentioned 129,344 

Allen,  Robert. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 579, 607, 618 

Easton,  L.  C 326 

Schofield,  John  M 326 

Mentioned 74, 327, 361, 364, 392, 496, 672, 696 

Allen,  William  T.  Mentioned 436,501 

Alley,  John  W.  Mentioned 173 

Allsman,  Andrew.  Mentioned 5 

Allsop, . Mentioned 426 

Allston,  Benjamin.  Mentioned 799,969,1094,1133 

Almstedt,  Henry.  Mentioned 129, 187, 341, 344, 415, 417 

Alton,  City  of,  Steamer.  Mentioned 877 

Ammen,  Jacob.  Mentioned 712 

Anderson,  General,  Steamer.  Mentioned 354 

Anderson,  Daniel.  Mentioned 23,  74, 130, 760 

Anderson,  Henry  S.  Mentioned 33, 138, 141, 154, 168, 277, 282 

Anderson,  John  C.  Mentioned 173 

Anderson,  Martin.  Mentioned 344,419 

Anderson,  Richard  C.  Mentioned 420 

Anderson,  Robert.  Mentioned 481 

Anderson,  S.  S.  Mentioned 774,  797, 808, 850, 1035 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  T.  H.  Holmes  ; also  E.  Kirby  Smith. 
Anderson,  T.  J.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  McNeil. 

Anderson,  W.  T.  Mentioned 377 

Andrews,  Christopher  C.  Mentioned 423 

Annie  Jacobs,  Steamer.  Mentioned 634,637,650 

Anthony,  D.  R. 

Mentioned 490,591 


For  correspondence,  see  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  Mayor  of. 

Anthony,  Scott  J.  • 

Correspondence  with  Jolin  M.  Chivington 507,532,571 

Mentioned 346,  421,  480 

Arkansas. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Black,  T.G..! 717 

Blunt,  James  G 467 

Burhridge,  John  Q 923 

Bussey,  Cyrus ^ 724 
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Arkansas — Continued. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Cabell,  W.L 1090,1091 

Campbell,  John 275 

Clayton,  Powell 755 

Cloud,  W.F '466 

Crawford,  John 784 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 308 

Herndon,  E.W 1125 

Hindman,  Thomas  C 895 

Holmes,  Theophilus  PI - 789,796 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 352 

Johnson,  J.  P 1060 

Marmaduke,  John  S 9.37 

Peevy,  Joseph  G 823 

Pierre,  William  H 36 

Price,  Sterling 968 

Schofield,  John  M 6, 94, 698,  731 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 916 

Steele,  Frederick 674, 680, 684, 699,  700,  741 

War  Department,  C.  S , 802 

Expedition  into,  and  skirmish,  Nov. — , 1863.  Communications  from  Colly 

B.  Holland 711 

Grant,  U.  S.,  assumes  command  of  all  troops  in,  within  reach  of  his  orders.  68 

Military  departments  embracing 68, 31*5, 726,  803 

Militia.  References  to 8, 78 

Movements  of  troops  in.  Communications  from  John  S.  Marmaduke 1113 

Operations  in,  July  1-Aug.  1, 1863.  Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 376, 380, 402, 408, 409 

Davies,  T.  A 375 

Grant,  U.S  384-386,394,402 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A '. 407,  409,  413,  414 

Merrill,  Lewis 382 

Ross,  Leonard  P" 381,  387,  407 

Schofield,  John  M 351, 374, 376, 377, 387, 394, 398, 402, 409,  410 

Proclamation  to  the  people  of.  E.  Kirby  Smith 995 

Steele,  Frederick. 

Assigned  to  command  of  the  army  to  take  the  field  from  Helena,  Ark.  402 

Assumes  command  of  all  of,  north  of  Arkansas  River ,445 

Suspension  of  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  Communications  from  Jefferson  Davis.  780 

Union  sentiment  in 36, 37, 78, 114, 163 

See  also  Shelby's  Baid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863. 

Arkansas,  Army  of.  (Union.) 

Bussey,  Cyrus,  assigned  to  command  of  1st  Division 694 

Kimball,  Nathan,  assigned  to  command  of  Provisional  Division 530 


Orders,  General,  series  1863:  Nos.  1,  2,  432;  No.  3,  436;  No.  5,  441;  No. 

6,  445;  No.  8,  475;  No.  9,  490;  No.  13,  501;  No,  22,  523;  No. 
24,  530;  No.  30,  621 ; No.  39,  694  ; No.  40,  697. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No,  2,  431;  No.  28,  533;  No.  35,  571. 


Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.,  1863  505 

Sept.  10,  1863  523 

Sept.,  1863 585 

Dec.  31,  1863 760 

Rice,  Samuel  A.,  assigned  to  command  of  2d  Brigade,  3d  Division 621 

Salomon,  Frederick,  assigned  to  command  of  3d  Division 621 
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Arkansas,  District  of.  (Confederate.) 

Confederate  troops  in  the.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 

March,  1863 810 

April,  1863 832,833 

May  20,  1863.  Marmaduke’s  Division 845, 846 

July 31,  1863.  Marmaduke’s  Division 951 

Aug.  10,  1863.  Marmaduke’s  Division 963 

Oct.  31,  1863.  Marmaduke’s  Division 1054 

Nov.  10,  1863.  Price’s  Division 1066,  1067 

Nov.,  1863  ■ 1084 

Dec.  31,  1863.  Marmaduke’s  Division 1127 

Drayton,  Thomas  F.,  assigned  to  duty  in  the 980 

Fagan,  James  F. 

Assigned  to  command  of  Price’s  Division 942 

Assumes  command  of  Price’s  Division 944 

Frost,  D.  M.,  assumes  command  of  Price’s  Division.. 969 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H. 

Assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  the 803 

Resumes  command  of  the 1027 

Indian  Territory,  Department  of  the,  separated  from  the 1045 

Marmaduke,  John  S.,  assigned  to  command  of  division  in  the 851 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1863:  Sept.  26,  1023.  Divisions:  Aug.  27,  Wal- 
ker’s, 982;  Aug.  28,  Price’s  (Frost),  982,983;  Sept.  7,  Price’s 
(Frost),  998. 

Orders,  General  (Field),  series  1863  : No.  1,  887. 

Orders,  General,  series  1863  : No.  1,  803;  No.  2,  903  ; No.  43,  1027.  Price’s 
Division  : No.  1,  811 ; No.  5,  800 ; No.  6,  942 ; No.  — , July  24 
(Fagan),  944;  No.  11  (Frost),  969;  No.  14  (Frost),  978;  No.  21 
(Frost),  1015;  No.  26,  1027. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  11,  808;  No.  71,  851 ; No.  — (June  18), 

877  ; No.  135  (Price),  970;  No.  2 2 2,  1086. 

Price,  Sterling,  resumes  command  of  division 1027 

Walker,  L.  M.,  assigned  to  command  of  division  in  the 851 

Arkansas,  Eastern,  District  of.  (Union.) 

Orders,  Circulars,  series,  1863 : Feb.  8,  103 ; April  8,  825. 

Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  22,  189;  No.  24,  199. 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  M.  Relieved  from  command  of  the 429 

-Salomon,  Frederick.  Assigned  to  command  of  the 429 

Union  troops  in  the.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Feb.,  1863 133 

April,  1863  264, 265 

May,  1863  300,301 

June,  1863  348 

July,  1863  422  423 

Arkansas  Expedition.  See  LiWe  Bock,  Ark.  Advance  of  Union  forces  upon, 

Aug.  l-Scpt.  14,  1863.  See  also  Arkansas,  Army  of. 

Arkansas,  Governor  of. 

Agreement  between  E.  Kirby  Smith  and  the .'. ..  962 

Correspondence  with 

Danley,  C.  C 945 

Davis,  Jefferson 931 

Garland,  A.  H 945 

Johnson,  R.  W 945,958 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 919,935,1056 

Watkins,  George  C 945 
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Arkansas,  Lower.  See  Lower  Arkansas. 

Arkansas,  Northeastern.  Union  Raid  in.  Communications  from  Solomon  G. 

Kitchen 819 

Arkansas,  Northeastern,  District  of.  (Union.) 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Commwnications  from  Robert  R.  Livingston • . 756 

Livingston,  Robert  R.,  assigned  to  command  of  the 726 

Arkansas,  Northwestern.  Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from  W. 

L.  Cabell 828 

Arkansas,  Northwestern,  District  of  (Union.)  Disposition  of  forces  in. 

Communications  from  William  A.  Phillips 139 

Arkansas  Post,  Ark.  Expedition  against,  and  capture  of,  Jan.  4-11,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 52,72 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 32 

McClernand,  John  A 41 

Arkansas  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery, Light— i?ato//o/7s ; Hill’s,  832.  Batteries:  Blocher’s,  781,1066; 
Brown’s,  846;  Etter’s,  781, 1066 ; Hughey’.s,  833, 1113;  Marshall’s,  781, 


1066  ; West’s,  141,  804,  809, 831,  834,  839,  843,  8()2. 

Cavalry— 5afta//o/7S ; Chrisman’s,  852,  853;  Crawford’s,  876;  Hill’s,  828, 
833,876;  Witherspoon’s,  917,  1091.  Companies:  Brown’s,  828;  Coar- 
ser’s,  781,793;  Desha  Rangers,  851,  1067  ; Fitzwiiliams’,  874,933, 1073  ; 
Miller’s,  1067 ; Palmer’s,  828.  Regiments:  Carroll’s,  141,282,356,828, 
833,843,  848;  Dobbin’s,  316,  810,  832,  851,898;  Newton’s,  811-813,  845, 
851,  998,  1067;  1st  Trans.  Miss.  Dept.,  282,356,  795,  801,  828,  833,  848, 
961, 1085. 

Infantry— 5affa//o/7S : Crandall’s,  1066.  Regiments:  Hawthorn’s,  781, 832, 
1066;  19th,  851,  1066;  26th,  781,  832, 940,  961, 1066 ; 27th,  781,832.1066; 
29th,*  781 ; 30th,  781 ; 31st,  964 ; 32d,  781,  832, 1066  ; 33d,  781,  832, 1066 ; 
34th,  356,  781,  832, 1066;  35th,  781,832, 10i;6;  36th,  781,832, 1066;  37th, 
832, 1060;  38th,  781,  832, 1066;  39th,  832,  1066,  1093. 

Arkansas  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Artillery,  Light— ^a«er/es ; 1st,  192, 197, 346,  418,  517,  .534, 602, 617, 706, 763. 
Cavalry— /?e^/;ne/7fs;  1st,  6,  22,  131,  139,  149, 162, 192, 196, 197,  345,  346,  418, 
438-440,  445, 517, 526, 534,  692,  706, 763, 1076, 1077,  1085 ; 2d,  65,  134, 265,  344, 
406,  706,  762, 763, 1076, 1077, 1085  ; 3d.  (i91, 761  ; 4th,  7(5 1. 

Infantry— /?e^//neA;fs : 1st,  139,  149,  192,  196,  197,  208,346,418,439,517,518, 
534,  690, 692, 763, 1076, 10o9  ; 2d,  691,  695,  718,  703, 1076 ; 2d  ( Colored),  761 ; 


3d  {Colored),  441. 

Arkansas,  Western.  Affairs  in,  generally'.  Communications  from 

Gano,  R.  M 1089 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 1089 

Steele,  Wijliam  774,775, 

779, 783,  787, 788, 801, 804, 809,  823, 827, 833, 842, 883, 1076,  1083,  1085, 1089 
Arms,  Ammunition,  etc.  Sup})lie8  of.  See  Munitions  of  JFar. 

Armstrong,  Fletcher  E.  Mentioned 760 

Army  Corps,  13th.  Fourth  Division,  lOth  Army  Corjis,  transferred  to 407 

Army  Corps,  15th.  First  Division,  16th  Army  Corps,  transferred  to 407 

Army  Corps,  16th. 

First  Division  transferred  to  15th  Army  Corjis 407 

Fourth  Division  transferred  to  13t]i  Army  Corjis 407 

Kimball,  Nathan,  relieved  from  command  of  Provisional  Division 431 

McLean,  WjlliamE.,  assigned  to  command  of  Provisional  Division 431 


*Also  called  1st  Itegimcnt,  Trans.  Miss.  Dept. 
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Army  Corps,  16th— Continued. 

Orders,  General,  series  1863 : No.  100,  408. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863  : No.  176,  420  ; No.  210,  510  ; No.  233,  575. 

Portion  of  Department  of  the  Tennessee  north  of  Arkansas  River  included  in . 408 

Army  Headquarters. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  Robert 579,607,618 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P 578 

Connor,  P.  Edward i>15 

Creighton,  E 211 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 3, 7, 11, 12, 19, 26, 30, 41, 

48,50,65,  66,68,70,  78,104,  107,  110,113,118,  123,137,  146,156,176,  184, 

203, 204, 217, 232, 235,  246, 248,250,  253-255, 258, 259, 267-269, 273, 278, 285 

Davies,  Thomas  A 55 

Grant,  U.  S 65, 384, 402, 578,  739 

Huribut,  Stephen  A 285, 317, 407, 408, 452, 512, 513, 516, 518, 530 

Lincoln,  Abraham 488 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 429 

Nebraska,  Governor  of 137,211,224,231 

, Pope,  John  . . 104, 116, 117, 127, 160, 176, 186, 198, 211,  217, 255, 260, 287, 288, 294, 

303,  304,  306,  371,  372,  380,  381,  384-386,  403,  451,  463,  496, 512, 513,  516, 534, 
538, 539,  569,  571,  576, 601,  612,  633,  636,  642,  662, 671,  679,  683,  728,  729,  768 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  M 376 

Provost-Marshal-GeneraFs  Office,  U.  S.  A 452 

Schofield,  John  M. . 88,  94,208,277,290,302,  306-308,310,318,327,332,334,350,351, 
353,  355,  361,  374,  376,  379,  398,  409,  423,  465,  505,  50(*,  508,  510, 512-514, 521, 
523,  527, 533, 539, 545, 546,  .571, 573, 574,  .581,  586,  589,  595,  608,  613,  618, 621, 
622,  627,  636, 642, 649, 663,  664,  683,  696, 698,  701, 704, 709,  718,  722, 737, 739 

Steele,  Frederick 578 

Sumner,  Edwin  V 158 

War  Department,  U.  S 746,757 

Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  213,  277. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  202,  268;  No.  216,  281;  No.  224,  289. 

Army  Transportation.  Supplies  of,  etc.  See  Munitions  of  War. 

Arny,  W.  F.  M.  Mentioned 402 

Arrington,-: . Mentioned .534 

Asboth,  Alexander. 

Co-operation  with  John  McNeil 255,257,259 

Correspondence  with 

Buford,  N.  B 250 

Curtis,  Samuel  R - 152,255,256 

Davidson,  John  W 151,153 

Huribut,  Stephen  A 151,257 

Phelps,  S.  L 246 

Schofield,  John  M 319, 324,  331, 337, 379 

Mentioned 152, 255, 259, 377, 380,  395 

Asch,  M.  J.  Mentioned 612,613 

Ashby,  George  W.  Mentioned 420 

Assessments,  etc.  Confederates  and  sympathizers.  Communications  from 

J.  O.  Pullen 825 

Atlantic,  Steamer.  Mentioned 877 

Bache,  George  M 

Correspondence  with  Frederick  Steele 444 

Mentioned 443, 454, 458, 468 
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Backof,  Frank.  Mentioned 130,344,417 

Backus,  William  H.  Mentioned 214,340,421 

Bailey,  Captain.  Mentioned 320 

Bailey,  George  W.  K.  Mentioned  - 128,161 

Bailey,  J.  L.  Mentioned 421 

Bainum,  James  S.  Mentioned 752 

Baker, . Mentioned 274,598 

Baker,  A.  H.  Mentioned 1087 

Baker,  Conrad.  Mentioned - 134 

Baker,  Coon.  Mentioned 769 

Baker,  G.  W.  Mentioned 38 

Baker,  Jacob  S.  Mentioned 383 

Baker,  James  H.  Mentioned 350,686,758,766 

Baker,  L.  C.  Mentioned 1024 

Baldey,  George.  Mentioned 188 

Baldwin,  Blias  B.  Mentioned 74 

Baldwin,  Horace  W.  Mentioned 346,421 

Ballew,  Squire.  Mentioned 345 

Bangs,  William  C.  Mentioned 745 

Bankhead,  Smith  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Magrnder,  John  B 922,  965,  972,  975,  977, 981, 985, 1026 

Price,  Sterling 1026 

^ Smith,  E.  Kirby * 966 

Steele,  William 921, 940, 948, 981, 986, 1014, 1016, 1020, 1022 

Mentioned 695, 948, 953, 956, 9.57, 963, 

964,  975,  979,  980, 983-985, 987,  997, 1000, 1012, 1013, 1015, 1016, 1018-1020, 
1022,  1024,  1025,  1030,  1044,  1047,  1048  1050,  1052,  1063, 1065, 1067, 1096 
Banks,  Nathaniel  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 578 

Schofield,  John  M.... 710 

Mentioned 73, 286,  307-309,  353,  540,  579,  607,  685,  699,  709, 710,  712,  733,  737, 

739, 741,  742,  834,  835,  840,  856,  857,  876, 913,  919, 982,  1014, 1023, 1028,  1055,  1146 

Banks,  Resen.  Mentioned 344 

Banks,  R.  T.  Mentioned 1090 

Banzhaf,  Charles.  Mentioned 206,263,299 

Barnes,  Lucien  J.  Mentioned 251,621,640,662 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  James  Totten. 

Barrett,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned 766 

Harris,  Sampson  P.  Mentioned 345, 418,  760 

Barry,  William  F.  Mentioned 98 

Barstow,  William  A.  Mentioned 130,  526 

Barter,  Richard  F.  Mentioned 133 

Bartholow,  Thomas  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 184 

Davidson,  John  W 329 

Green,  Clark  H 351 

Missouri,  Adjutant-General  of 95 

Mentioned * 70,  348 

Bartlett,  Mr.  Mentioned 844 

Bartlett,  Edwarjd  M.  Mentioned 350,767 

Bartlett,  Solon  A.  C.  Mentioned 750, 765 
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Bartlett,  W.  H.  C.  Meiitioaed 208 

Barton,  Joseph  F.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  C.  Hindman 791 

Bass,  Bird.  Mentioned 595 

Bass,  Thomas  Coke. 

Correspondence  with  William  Steele IO47 

Mentioned 838, 1047, 1051, 1052 

Bassett,  I.  M.  Correspondence  with  Samuel  R.  Curtis 134 

Bates,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  Richard  C.  Vaughan 434 

Mentioned 6, 195, 216 

Battle,  H.  J.  G.  Mentioned II34 

Battle,  N.  W.  Mentioned 977 

Baumer,  William. 

Correspondence  with  James  Totten 652 

Mentioned 640,  763 

Baxter,  E.  Mentioned 701, 718, 719,  756 

Baxter  Springs,  Kans.  Action  at,  Oct.  6,  1863.  Communications  from  John 

M.  Schofield 622 

Baylor,  John  R. 

Correspondence  with  William  Steele 770,774 

Mentioned 411,437 

Beach,  Augustus.  Mentioned 65 

Beall,  Roger  T.  Mentioned 131,  421 

Beall,  W.  N.  R. 

Mentioned 97I 

Transferred  to  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department 970 

Bee,  Hamilton  P.  Mentioned 1131 

Beebe,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 687,  760 

Bell,  Charles  A. 

Correspondence  with  John  W.  Davidson 219 

Mentioned 129 

Bell,  J.  McC.  Mentioned 745 

Bell,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned 231,232,263 

Bell,  S.  S.  Mentioned .358 

Belle,  Hamilton,  Steamer.  Mentioned 476 

Belle  Memphis,  Steamer.  Mentioned... 792 

Belton,  J.  F.  Mentioned 799 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  T.  H.  Holmes ; also  E.  Eirl)\j  Smith. 

Benge,  S.  H.  Mentioned 154 

Benham,  S.  C.  Mentioned 364,596 

Benjamin,  S.  C.  Mentioned 1133 

Benner,  Daniel  J.  Mentioned 520 

Benter,  Nick  L.  Mentioned 317,347,420 

Benton,  Thomas  H.,  jr.  Mentioned 134,  346,  348,  422 

Benton,  William  P.  Mentioned 90, 128, 161 

Berry,  Charles  E.  Mentioned 718 

Berryville,  Ark.  Expedition  to,  Nov.  10-18, 1863.  Communications  from 

John  B.  Sanborn 702,704 

Bertram,  Henry.  Mentioned. 130 

Bertrand,  Mr.  Mentioned 543 

Biehle,  Charles.  Mentioned 299 

Biggers,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned 325 

Binmore,  Henry.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Stephen  A.  Hurlhut. 
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Bishop,  Albert  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Gravely,  J.  J C60 

Holland,  Colly  B 660 

McNeil,  John 665 

Phelps,  John  E 666,668 

Schofield,  John  M 660 

Mentioned 101 78, 211, 686, 693 

Bissell,  Mr.  Mentioned 66 

Black,— . Mentioned 674 

Black  Beaver.  Mentioned *. 1021 

Black  Hawk,  Steamer.  Mentioned 19,21,877 

Black,  Thomas  G. 

Correspondence  with  Frederick  Steele ' 717 

Mentioned 345,418,756,760 

Blair,  Charles  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Blunt,  James  G 248, 274, 297 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 748,753 

Thompson,  Jay 723 

••  Williams,  James  M 314 

Mentioned 264,  300,  342,  347,  354,  416,  419, 437,  504, 686,  761 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr.  Mentioned 13, 319, 547, 554, 674 

Blair,  Montgomery.  Mentioned 554,578 

Blair,  W.  B. 

Announced  as  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Subsistence,  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
partment   969 

Mentioned 850, 957, 966, 969, 1004, 1139 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  T.  H.  Holmes ; also  Sterling  Price. 

Blake,  John  T.  Mentioned • 420 

Blankinship,  Austin.  Mentioned 599 

Bledsoe,  Joseph.  Mentioned 1086 

Bliss, . Correspondence  with  Clinton  B.  Fisk 750 

Bliss,  Lieutenant-Commander.  Mentioned 338 

Blodgett,  . Mentioned 615 

Bloomfield,  Mo. 

Attack  on,  Nov.  29-30,  1863.  Communications  from 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 716,717,721 

Deeper,  William  T 721 

Montgomery,  Samuel 721 

Preuitt,  Valentine 717 

Schofield,  John  M 716 

Fortifications  of.  Communications  from  John  McNeil..  143 

Skirmish  at,  April  30, 1863.  Communications  from  Samuel  R.  Curtis 267 

Blow,  Henry  T. 

Correspondence  with  Abraham  Lincoln 281,366 

Mentioned 195 

Blue  Wing,  Steamer.  Mentioned 11,41,53,210 

Blunt,  C.  W.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 566 

Blunt,  James  G. 

Assignments  to  command 315 

Correspondence  with 

Blair,  Charles  AV 248, 274, 297 

Calkins,  Elias  A 393 

Case,  Theodore  S 289 
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Blunt,  James  G.— Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Cloud,  William  F 467 

Cottrell  & Co.,  M 280 

Curtis,  Henry  Z 367,392,462 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 22,46, 

151, 194, 200, 203, 208, 218, 222, 223, 234, 244, 251, 260, 279 

Doudua,  Willougtlfey 221 

Elder,  P.  P 286 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 320 

Leavenworth,  Jesse  H 316 

Leavenworth,  Ivans.,  Mayor  of 218 

Lynde,  E 222 

McNeil,  John 437 

Penick,  William  R 265 

Phillips,  William  A. 121, 139, 147, 162, 168, 170, 190, 

205,  207, 210, 211, 247, 256, 262, 266, 276, 282, 283, 297, 298,  310, 331, 355, 356 

Schofield,  John  M 296, 302, 

310, 315, 326, 337, 354, 358, 379, 392-394,  397,  411, 439,  440, 465, 478, 525, 681 

Stewart,  John  E 144 

War  Department,  U.  S 398,735 

Mentioned 6, 7, 

11,  12,22,  23,26,  28,  57,58,  61,62,  89,94,  95,  101,113,  114,  127,132,  150, 
167, 185, 188, 194, 203, 213, 216, 230, 235, 258, 264, 284,  300, 314,  315,  318,  319, 
321-323, 326-328, 336, 339, 342, 347,  354,  358, 364, 377, 379, 391-394, 397,  399, 
400,  416, 419,  437,  439,  445, 449,  466,  468, 504,  509, 513, 519,  534, 535, 539, 543, 
549, 566, 583, 585, 586, 588, 589, 596, 603, 611, 622, 644, 648, 663, 666, 670, 686, 
687, 689, 690, 692, 693, 709,  727, 728,  738,  739, 742,  743, 788, 790,  798, 809, 824, 
849, 893-895,  902, 903, 950, 957,  958, 970, 984, 993, 1010-1012, 1016, 1076, 1089 

Relieved  from  command  of  the  District  of  the  Frontier 666 

Board  of  Officers.  Appointed  to  examine  into  and  report  on  the  defenses  of. 

New  Madrid,  Mo 98 

Bockrath,  H.  J.  Mentioned 563 

Bodengen,  Frederick  W.  von.  Mentioned 763 

Bodenhamer,  William  F.  Mentioned 417 

Boggess,  Milton  M.  Mentioned 851 

Boggess,  R.  O.  Correspondence  with  John  S.  Marmaduke 1080 

Boggs,  W.  R.  Mentioned 799, 965, 1095 


For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  E.  Kirby  Smith. 


Boland, . Mentioned 704 

Bonaparte,  Jerome.  Mentioned 238 

Bonaparte,  Napoleon.  Mentioned 238,240 

Bond,  William.  Mentioned 695 

Bonesteel,  Jacob  P.  Mentioned 421 

Bonner,  James  C.  Mentioned 314 

Bonneville,  Benjamin  L.  E.  Mentioned 128, 


181, 187, 263, 299,  341,  344,  364,  415,  417,  503, 758,  766 


Boone,  D.  C.  Mentioned 267 

Border.  Commanding  Officers  of  stations  on  the.  Correspondence  with 

Thomas  Ewing,  jr 656 

Border,  District  of  the. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Burnett,  Jonathan  C 722 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 327,  328,  400,  402,  428,  514,  545, 598,  702, 753 

Leavenworth,  J.  H 400,401 
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Border,  District  of  the— Continued. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Lindsay,  J.  G- 647 

Lynde,  E 732 

McGhee,  J.  H 4.55 

Pace,  L.  C 511 

Ross,  J.  T 511 

Schofield,  John  M 707 

Thompson,  Jay 723 

Constituted,  and  limits  defined 315,606 

Disposition  of  forces  in  the.  Communications  from  Thomas  Ewing,  jr  . ..  322 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr.,  assigned  to  command  of  the 315 

Movements  of  troops  in  the.  Communications  from  Thomas  Ewing,  jr  . 566,568 
Orders,  General,  series  1883:  Nos.  9,  10,  4G0;  No.  11,  473;  No.  16,  594; 

No.  20,  713. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  31,  388. 

Portion  of  the,  transferred  to  the  District  of  Central  Missouri 570 

Borris,  Herman.  Mentioned 130,  345, 417 

Bostona,  No.  2,  Steamer.  Mentioned 257 

Boudinot,  B.  C. 

Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 1103 

Mentioned 1038,1101 

Bouldin  & Newell.  Mentioned 1074 

Bourland,  Janies. 

Correspondence  with 

Cooper,  Douglas  H ^ 800 

Steele,  William 1036 

Mentioned 799, 800, 1042, 1102 

Bowen,  John  S.  Mentioned 833, 882, 896 

Bowen,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned 129,419,686,759,763 

Bowles,  John.  Mentioned 419 

Boyd,  Edward  D.  Mentioned 478 

Boyd,  Sempronius  H. 

Correspondence  Avith  Samuel  R.  Curtis 145 

Mentioned 1~,  87, 128, 156 

Boyd,  William  L.  Mentioned 745 

Bradbury,  D.  Mentioned 974 

Bradford,  James  B.  Mentioned 39 

Bradley,  George.  Mentioned 766 

Bradley,  Hugh  M.  Mentioned 665 

Bradley,  Jerome.  Mentioned 218 

Bragg,  Braxton.  Mentioned 216, 513, 670, 784, 785, 857, 1044, 1090 

Brandley,  Henry.  Mentioned 363 

Brannan,  J.  D.  Mentioned 974 

Brawner,  Milton  H.  Mentioned 130,418,760 

Breckenridge,  Samuel  L.  Mentioned 683 

Breckinridge,  John  C.  Mentioned 882 

Breitenbaugh,  Sam.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 377 

Brewster,  J.  D.  For  correspondence  as  Aide-de-Camp,  see  Francis  J.  Herron. 

Briggs,  . Mentioned 426 

Bringhurst,  Thomas  H.  Meutioned 134 

Brinker,  Isaac. 

Correspondence  with 

Johnson,  Thomas  C 1145 

Price,  Thomas  H 1145 

Mentioned 811, 906-908, 911, 1080, 1143 
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Broadhead,  James  O. 

Correspondence  with  Abraham  Lincoln 375 

Mentioned 7, 88,  315, 364,  485,  548, 605, 606 

Broadwell,  W.  A. 

Announced  as  Chief  of  the  Cotton  Bureau,  Trans-Mississippi  Department-  953 

Mentioned 953. 1004 

Broke  Arm.  Mentioned 833 

Brooks,  . Mentioned 727 

Brooks,  Mr.  Mentioned 38 

Brooks,  J.  J.  Mentioned 851 

Brooks,  W.  H.  Mentioned 140, 141, 153, 163, 197,  211,  213, 

609, 616, 617,  681,  685, 693, 704,  755,  784, 785,  787, 1076, 1084, 1092, 1113, 1127 

Brov/n, . Mentioned 534 

Brown,  Captain.  (Confederate.)  Mentioned 282,821 

Brown,  Captain.  (Union.)  Mentioned 474 

Brown,  Mr.  Mentioned 964 

Brown,  A.  Mentioned 391 

Brown,  Alexander  D.  Mentioned 1114 

Brown,  B.  Gratz. 

Correspondence  with  Abraham  Lincoln 23 

Mentioned 565 

Brown,  Darius.  Mentioned ^ 760 

Brown,  Egbert  B. 

Assignments  to  command 40,  315 

Correspondence  with 

Cloud,  W.  F 32 

Crawford,  T.  L 695 

Crittenden,  T.  T 448 

Curtis,  Samuel  E 24 

Edwards,  John 625 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr ’ 524,  614 

Foster,  Emory  S 620 

Frett,  William  J 360 

Gentry,  William 620 

Graham,  George 599 

Hall,  George  H 651 

Lazear,  Bazel  F 614,  734 

McFerrau,  James 746 

Morton,  Quin 1 645 

Murphy,  G.W 360 

Philips,  John  F 474 

Schofield,  John  M 30,  38, 320, 

321,  325, 425, 516, 521, 591, 601,  608, 613, 614, 619,  625, 631, 652,  694, 747, 749 

Steger,  James  H 615 

Switzler,  T.  A 446 

Totten,  James 632, 638, 6.58, 659 

Vaughan,  Richard  C 743 

Mentioned 8, 26, 29,  30,  35,  37,  40,  68.  89, 127, 188,  263,  315,  323,  342,  343, 

410,  416,  419,  469,  492, 504,  517, 524,  531,  545,  549,  570,  .571,  585,  590,  609-612, 
615,  616, 619,  621-627,  629,  635, 637-652, 654-658, 662, 686, 716, 745, 758, 764 

Brown,  Egbert  B.,  Mrs.  Mentioned 615 

Brown,  G.  W.  ' 

Corresxjondence  with  J.  C.  Monroe 1025 

Mentioned 10^27 

Brown,  George  W.  Mentioned 072 
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Brown,  Henry  B.  Mentioned 344 

Brown,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with  Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A 815 

Mentioned 799, 815,  859 

Brown,  John  D.  Mentioned 49 

Brown,  Joseph.  Mentioned 769 

Brown,  L.  T.  Mentioned 846 

Brown,  Nathan  W,  Mentioned 253,364 

Brown,  Richard  H. 

Correspondence  with  James  Totten 634, 635, 638,  642, 647, 652 

Mentioned 128, 644,  655,  659, 662, 766 

Brown,  William.  Mentioned 1 602,617 

Browne,  J.  H.  Mentioned 757 

Bruns,  H.  L.  Mentioned 132 

Brunson,  R.  Mentioned 1051 

Brush,  Daniel  H.  Mentioned 422 

Brutsche,  John  D.  Mentioned 628 

Bryan,  Guy  M.  Mentioned 807,846,1004,1005 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  E.  Kirhy  Smith. 

Bryan,  J.  M.  Mentioned 108,112,247,266 

Bryant,  Lorenzo  D.  Mentioned. 808 

Buckner,  John  A.  Mentioned 1094 

Buckner,  Simon  B.  Mentioned 1030 

Buford,  Abraham.  Mentioned 819 

Buford,  Napoleon  B. 

Assignments  to  command 510 

Correspondence  with 

, Ashoth,  A 250 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 250 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 672,  757 

McNeil,  John 1 259 

Schofield,  John  M 319,323 

Mentioned 255,510,544,687 

•Bunch,  John.  Mentioned.... 446,599 

Bunch,  William.  Mentioned 446,  599 

Bunn,  Ezekiel.  Mentioned 132,  419 

Burbridge,  Clinton.  Mentioned 272 

Burbridge,  John  Q. 

Correspondence  with 

Ellison,  J 955 

Johnson,  B.  A 885 

Kitchen,  Solomon  G 936 

Marmaduke,  John  S 836,  881,  884,  904,  918, 923, 929, 934, 944 

Price,  Sterling 880 

Pritchard,  J.  K.  P 908 

Reves,  T 940 

Thompson,  Lynch 893 

Mentioned 29, 144, 146, 174, 207, 209, 248, 271, 316, 352, 367, 437, 

445, 459,  475, 506,  832,  841,  845, 863, 879, 906,  908, 918, 930, 937, 939, 943, 1079 

Burbridge,  John  Q.,  Mrs.  Mentioned 272 

Burch,  Milton.  Mentioned 24,  345, 534 

Burchard,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  Benjamin  M.  Prentiss  340 

Mentioned 761 

Burden, . Mentioned 217 
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Burford,  N.  M.  Mentioned 345 

Burgh,  Henry  B.  Mentioned I34 

Burke,  E.  A.  Mentioned 977,1052 

Burleigh,  Walter  A.  Mentioned 104 

Burner,  J.  D.  Mentioned 697 

Burnes,  Jim.  Mentioned 587,590,591 

Burnett,  Jonathan  C.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 722 

Burns,  S.  P.  Correspondence  with 


Herndon,  E.  W 

t 

Price,  Sterling 

Burns,  William  S.  Mentioned 

Burns,  William  W.  Mentioned 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E.  Mentioned 

Burris,  J ohn  T. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 
Mentioned 

Burris,  Milton. 

Correspondence  with  James  McFerran. . 

Mentioned 

Burrows,  Amos  S.  Mentioned 

Burton,  Anthony  B.  Mentioned 

Burton,  J.  B.  Mentioned 

Busby,  J.  J.  Mentioned 

Bussey,  Cyrus. 

Assignments  to  command 

Correspondence  with 


1125 

1126 

128 

217 

324, 512, 513, 564, 582, 869, 876, 914 

568 

132,188,344 

456 

396,420 

130,161 

422,760 

1078 

1135 

694 


Cnrtis,  Samuel  R 

Davidson,  John  W 

Mentioned 

Buster,  M.  W.  Mentioned 

Butler,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned 

Byrd,  Major.  Mentioned 

Cabell,  A.  S.  Mentioned 

Cabell,  Edward  C. 


38,53 

724 

65,90,134,265,301,694,760 

851 

584,604,606- 

858 

778, 796,  804, 809, 827, 847, 1026, 1052, 1053,  1099 


Correspondence  with 

Hill,  William  Reenan 1143 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 1001 

Price,  Sterling 906 

Sappington,  G.  W 1144 

Mentioned 780,811 

Cabell,  William  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Holmes,  T.'H 828 

Marmaduke,  John  S 1090, 1091, 1093 

Steele,  William 801, 


874, 876, 885,  893,  894, 916,  917, 933, 967, 969, 972, 974, 985, 987, 1015 

Mentioned 153, 163, 181,  193, 197, 246-248, 278, 282, 284,  311, 351, 356,  358, 

392, 394,  411, 437, 445, 513,  588,  681,  724,  740,  794,  801,  810,  833,  843, 848,  874, 
894, 895,  902, 903,  905, 906,  912, 917, 925, 941,  948,  956,  958, 961, 965, 972,  983, 
984,  OSe,  1012-1014, 1016, 1018,  1019, 1024, 1026, 1029, 1054, 1097, 1113, 1127 
Cabin  Creek,  Ind.  T.  Engagement  at,  July  1-2, 1863.  Communications  from 

William  Steele 903,905 


Cage,  D.  C. 

Correspondence  with  Sterling  Price 912 

Mentioned 811,911 
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Cage,  Duncan.  Mentioned 828 

Caldwell,  Henry  C.  Mentioned 128,232,415,418,700 

Caldwell,  J.  H.  Mentioned 832 

Caldwell,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned 760 

Calkins,  Elias  A. 

Correspondence  with  James  G.  Blunt - 393 

Mentioned 419 

Callaway  County,  Mo.  Afifair  in,  Aug.  28, 1863.  Communications  from  Odon 

Guitar 492 

Callender,  Franklin  D.  * 

Correspondence  with  Robert  R.  Livingston 251 

Mentioned  235,322,333,364 

Callicott,  John  A.  Mentioned 344 

Cameron,  Robert  A.  Mentioned 133 

Campbell,  C.  T.  Mentioned 281 

Campbell,  Hugh  J. 

Correspondence  with  John  McNeil 514 

Mentioned 41' , 418,  609, 763 

Campbell,  J.  A.  Mentioned 312, 364 

Campbell,  John.  Correspondence  with  Samuel  R.  Curtis 275 

Campbell,  John  L.  Mentioned 128, 162 

Campbell,  L.  A.  Correspondence  with  Sterling  Price 1055 

Campbell,  Leonidas  C.  Mentioned 846,876,878,881,884 

Campbell,  William  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 714 

Schofield,  John  M ^ 714 

Mentioned 130,279,419,763 

Cane  Hill,  Ark.,  Chief  Surgeon  in  Charge  of  Hospital  at.  Correspondence 

with  William  A.  .Phillips 138 

Cannon,  William  S.  Mentioned 343 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  Action  at,  April  26, 1863.  Communications  from 

Buford,  Napoleon  B 250 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 248-250, 253, 254 

Herron,  Francis  J 254 

Livingston,  Robert  R 251 

Cape  Girardeau.  Mo.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  John 

W.  Davidson 152 

Capers,  Major.  Mentioned  1092 

Capron,  Cyrus.  Mentioned 589 

Captured  Property.  See  Abandoned  and  Captured  Property, 

Carleton,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 286 

Schofield,  John  M 313 

Mentioned 303, 307, 313 

Carnall,  John.  Mentioned 952 

Carney,  Thomas.  Mentioned 328, 399, 469, 480, 482, 488, 530 

Foj  correspondence,  see  Kansas,  Governor  of  . 

Caroline  Goodyear,  Steamer.  Mentioned 993,1011,1021,1041 

Carpenter,  J.  Mentioned 406 

Carpenter,  Robert. 

Correspondence  with  William  Weer 197 

Mentioned 761 
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Carpenter,  William.  Mentioned 599 

Carr,  Byron  O.  Mentioned 376,442,501 

Carr,  C.  E. 

Correspondence  with  J.  P.  Johnson 1137 

Mentioned 870, 1128 

Carr,  Eugene  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 18,77 

Leighton,  George  E 77 

Mentioned * 11, 19, 25, 89, 12*^,  127, 128,  IGl,  176, 709, 759, 760 

Carrick,  Robert.  Mentioned 129,263 

Carrington,  John  S.  Mentioned 858 

Carrington,  W.  T.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  B.  Magruder. 

Carroll,  Captain.  Mentioned 894 

Carroll,  Charles  A. 

Correspondence  with  William  Steele 783 

Mentioned 153, 163, 282, 775, 784.  787,  789 

Carroll,  J.  A.  Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith 1125 

Carrollton,  Ark.  Expedition  to,  Nov.  10-18,  1863.  Communications  from 

John  B.  Sanborn 702,704 

Carruth,  E.  H.  Mentioned 648 

Carter,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  John  S.  Marmaduke 836,845,850,857 

Mentioned 174, 

316,  815,  832, 841, 845, 851, 863, 864, 866, 869,  985, 986, 1029, 1051, 1084, 1102 
Case,  Theodore  S. 

Correspondence  with  James  G.  Blunt 289 

Mentioned 671 

Cassville,  Mo.  Scout  from,  Dec.  24-29,  1863.  Communications  from  John  E, 

Phelps 1 768 

Castle,  John.  Mentioned - 346,421 

Catherwood,  Edwin  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Loan,  Ben 63 

Sanborn,  John  B 702,728,744 

Mentioned 132, 418,  438,  440,  445,  466,  467,  517, 526,  685, 702,  763 

Catherwood,  H.  H.  Mentioned 563 

Cave,  Marion.  Mentioned 129 

Cavert,  Josiah  G.  Mentioned 763 

Cearnal,  J.  T. 

Correspondence  with  John  S.  Marmaduke 814 

Mentioned 919 

Central  Missouri,  District  of.  See  Missouri,  Central,  District  of . 

Centreville,  Mo.  Attack  on,  Dec.  23-25,  1863.  Communications  from 

Bliss, 750 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 749, 750 

Woodson,  Richard  G - 749,750 

Chalmers,  James  R.  Mentioned 75.5,877,882,896 

Chamber,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 427 

Chambers,  Captain. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  B.  Hull 890 

Mentioned 890 

Chandler,  John  L.  Mentioned 345 

Chapman,  Mr.  Mentioned 108 
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Chapman,  Augustus  H.  Mentioned 422,760 

Chickasaw  Nation. 

Legislature  of  the. 

Act  of,  adopting  D.  H.  Cooper  as  a member  of  the  tribe 1118 

Resolution  of,  praying  that  D.  H.  Cooper  be  placed  in  command  of 

Confederate  forces  in  the 1124 

Petition  of  citizens  of,  praying  that  D.  H.  Cooper  be  placed  in  command 

of  Confederate  forces  in  the 1123 

Chickasaw  Nation,  Governor  of  the.  Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith.  1117 

Chilcutt,  Asa.  Mentioned 824 

Chilcutt,  Lee.  Mentioned 824 

Childs,  William.  Mentioned 378 

Chipman,  Norton  P. 

Corresiiondence  with  Samuel  R.  Curtis  . 1 10, 14 

Mentioned 10, 13-15,  20, 21, 23,  93, 227 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Samuel  E.  Curtis. 

Chisolm,  Jesse.  Mentioned 1021 

Chivington,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  Asaph 362 

Anthony,  Scott  J - 507,532,571 

Davidson,  J.  C 214 

Fillmore,  J.  S 371 

Johns,  David 369 

Schofield,  John  M 302, 313, 324, 325, 368, 436, 527 

Shoup,  George  L 214 

Tap  pan,  Samuel  F 333 

Wynkoop.  E.  W 368,370 

Mentioned : 69, 124, 127, 131, 188, 

264, 294,  300,  313,  325,  334,  342,  346,  383,  401,  416, 421,  504, 585,  687, 759,  764 
Choctaw  Nation.  Resolution  of  General  Council  of,  asking  that  D.  H.  Cooper 

be  placed  in  command  of  the  Indian  Territorial  Department 1124 

Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Nations,  Governor  of  the.  Correspondence  with 

Stand  Watie * 961, 1106 

Chrisman,  F.  M.  Mentioned 845 

Christian,  Robert  H.  Mentioned 824, 825 

Christy,  Smith.  Mentioned 101 

Churchill,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 1130 

City  of  Alton,  Steamer.  Mentioned 877 

City  of  Memphis,  Steamer.  Mentioned 877 

Clark,  Andrew  G.  Mentioned e. 132 

Clark,  Charles  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 603 

Pleasant  Hill,  Mo.,  Commanding  Officer  at 598 

Searl,  A.  D 532 

Wedington,  Lieutenant 675 

Mentioned 487,762 

Clark,  E.  E.  Mentioned 672,673 

Clark,  Frank.  Mentioned 815 

Clark,  George  W.  Mentioned 128 

Clark,  H.  E.  Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

C.  S.A 1079 

Clark,  Henry  M.  Mentioned 811 
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Clark,  John  B.  Mentioned 

Clark,  John  B.,  jr.  Mentioned 

Clark,  John  G.  Mentioned 

Clark,  Peter  F.  Mentioned 

Clark,  William  Hyde. 

Correspondence  with  Francis  J.  Herron 
Mentioned 


Page. 

• 780 

177, 529, 535, 851, 875, 969, 976, 1015 

89,1.30,263 

128,762 


254 

254 


For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Francis  J.  Herron. 
Clarke,  W.  T.  For  correspondence  as  Aide-de-Carap,  see  Clinton  B.  FisJc. 


Clarkson,  Thaddeus  S. 

Correspondence  with  John  W.  Davidson • 164 

Mentioned 99,345,418 


Clay,  H.  L.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 

C.  S.  A. 


Clayton,  Powell. 

Correspondence  with 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 163 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  M 163 

Steele,  Frederick 617,755 

Mentioned 39, 53, 134, 265,  301, 

346,  .348,  349, 422,  433, 442, 501,  505,  523,  585,  674,  681,  682,  687,  700, 759,  761 

Cleburne,  Patrick  R.  Mentioned 1036 

Clemson,  Thomas  G.  Mentioned 1140 

Clifford,  James.  Mentioned 758,766 

Cline,  A.  H.  Mentioned 952, 1052 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  Steele. 

Clothing,  Camp  and  Garrison  Equipage.  Supplies  of.  See  Munitions  of 
War. 


Cloud,  George.  Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 1120 

Cloud,  William  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Blunt,  James  G 467 

Brown,  E.  B 32 

Curtis,  Samuel  K * 169, 230, 246 

Herron,  Francis  J 207 

Johnson,  J.  J .351 

McKee,  David 225 

McNeil,  John 438,466,517 

Philips,  John  F 184 

Schofield,  John  M 146,  310,  334,  352 

Mentioned 30,  35,  38, 73,  93, 127, 129, 130, 156, 188, 196, 

201,  204, 205, 209,  216, 247. 253, 263,  296, 297,  299,  329,  330,  341,  345,  399,  439, 
440,  445,  449, 462,  463,  504,  517,  527, 534,  543,  686,  690,  691,  695,  847,  958,  970 

Clough,  E.  N.  O.  Mentioned 587 

Clover,  Henry  Alfred.  Mentioned 563, 565 

Clowry,  R.  C.  Corresj)ondence  with  Thomas  A.  Davies 631 

Coates,  Kersey.  Mentioned HI 

Cobb, . Mentioned 550 

Cockefair,  James  M.  Mentioned 129,346,417,625 

Cockerill,  S.  Correspondence  with  Samuel  R.  Curtis 102 

Coffee,  John  T.  Mentioned 7, 145, 155, 296, 297,  330, 


393,  412,  438,  440,  445,  466, 602,  603, 613,  614,  616, 617,  620,  637,  638,  666,  849 

Coffin,  WilUam  G.  Mentioned 148,  399,  647, 648 

Coggins,  W.  J.  Mentioned 


A 
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Colbert,  Winchester.  For  correspondence,  see  Chickasaw  Nation,  Governor  of. 

Colburn,  A.  V.  Mentioned 11, 21, 22, 39, 93, 293 

Cole,  Captain.  Mentioned 875 

Cole,  Mrs.  Mentioned 875 

Cole,  N. 

Correspondence  with  James  Totten C28-630, 635, 636, 640, 641, 655 

Mentioned 628-630, 634, 635, 638, 643-646,  766 

Coleman, . Mentioned 598 

Coleman,  Charles  P. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 510 

Mentioned 150,  420,  537,  .566, 762 

Coleman,  W.  O.  Mentioned 275, 352, 425, 531,.863, 879, 881, 923, 930, 9.34 

Colley,  S.  G.  Mentioned 317 

Collins,  John  B.  Mentioned 129 

Collins,  Richard  A.  Mentioned 846 

Collins,  T.  H.  Correspondence  with  Samuel  R.  Curtis 109 

Collins,  William  O. 

Correspondence  with  James  Craig 198 

Mentioned 131, 146, 198, 363, 528, 764 

Colorado  Territory. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Anthony,  Scott  J 571 

Chivington,  J.  M 302 

Leavenworth,  J.  H 172 

Military  departments  embracing. 768 

Colorado  Territory,  District  of. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Anthony,  Scott  J 507 

Chivington,  John  M 527 

Limits  defined 383 

Colorado  Territory,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield.  294, 325 
Colorado  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— ^affer/es : McLain’s,  131,172,302,346,  421,528,764. 

Cavalry— /?e^/me/7fs ; 1st,  124,  131,  172,  173,  179,  214,346,  369,401,  421,436, 

507, 528,  764. 


Infantry-^e^//77e/;fs;  2d,*  124,  131,  172,173,  297,298,340,  346,347,  419-421, 
521,613,621,627,690,755,761,762,766;  3d,*  124,  131,172,260,345,346,417, 


418, 421, 528, 567, 613, 618, 621, 627. 

Colored  Troops. 

Mentioned.  See  respective  States;  also  Union  Troops. 

Recruitment,  organization,  etc.  Communications  from 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 441 

Lincoln,  Abraham 585 

Schofield,  John  M 440,441,696,733 

Colwin,  B.  Mentioned 281 

Comingo,  A.  Correspondence  with  Abraham  Lincoln 485 

Commanding  Officer  Detachment  of  2d  Arkansas  Cavalry.  Correspond- 
ence with  John  McNeil  593 

Comstock,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 422 

Comstock,  Cyrus  B.  Mentioned ...» 384 

Conduct  of  the  War.  Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 573 

Blunt,  James  G 203 


2d  and  3d  Infantry  consolidated  in  October,  1863,  and  called  2d  Colorado  Cavalry. 
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Conduct  of  the  War — Continued.  Communications  from 

Case,  Theodore  S...„ 289 

Chivington,  John  M 214 

Cloud,  William  F 246 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 194 

Draper,  Edwin 270 

Fischer,  Waldemar 267,281 

Kaiser,  S.  B 267 

Lincoln,  Abraham 331 

Loan,  Ben 219 

Pope,  John 303 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  M 340 

Schofield,  John  M 310,330,447 

Wedington,  Lieutenant 675 

Weer,  William 197 

Conestoga,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 14, 354 

Confederate  Troops. 

Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Arkansas,  District  of 810,. 

832,  833, 845,  846, 951, 963, 1054, 1066, 1067, 1084, 1127 

Indian  Territory,  District  of  the 1067 

Lower  Arkansas,  Defenses  of 851 

Trans-Mississippi  Department 781, 793,  851, 1011, 1029, 1127 

Recruitment,  organization,  etc.  Communications  from 

Clark,  H.  E 1079 

Hull,  E.  B 890 

Johnson,  Waldo  P 890 

Reynolds,  Thomas  C 889 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 865,996 

For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 


Congress,  C.  S. 

Act  providing  for  local  defense  and  special  service 1002 

Act  for  the  formation  of  a secret  service  corps 1002 

Conklin,  Alvah  R.  Mentioned 343 

Connell,  John.  Mentioned 133 

Connor,  P.  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters 215 

Mentioned 325, 334, 368,  369, 512 

Conrow,  A.  H.  Mentioned 930 

Cook,  Captain.  Mentioned 267 

Cook,  Henry  N.  Mentioned 343 

Cook,  John.  Mentioned ' 90, 117, 137, 198, 199, 287, 288, 434 

Cook,  Martin  K.  Mentioned 575 

Cook,  Samuel  H.  Mentioned 764 

Cook,  Thomas  Z.  Mentioned 346 

Cookston,  Jack.  Mentioned 821 

Cooper,  Douglas  H. 

Chickasaw  Nation. 

Adopted  as  a member  of  the 1118 

Petition  and  resolution  of  Legislature  of  the,  in  regard  to 1123 

Choctaw  Nation.  Resolution  of  General  Council  of  the,  in  regard  to 1124 

Correspondence  with 

Bourland,  James 800 

Hindman,  T.  C 770 
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Pago. 

Cooper,  Douglas  H. — Continued. 

Correspondence  witli 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 987,1037 

Steele,  William 770,  775,  777,  788, 804, 806, 817, 

830, 838, 842, 847,  848, 865,  874, 885, 894, 902, 906,  911, 987, 1000, 1016, 1019, 
1021,  1025,  1037,1047,  1055,  1063,1070,  1078,  1081,1099,  1102,  1103,  1109 

Mentioned 22, 56, 85, 101, 108, 151, 163, 247, 248, 258, 311, 331, 

356, 357, 392, 394, 399, 411,  437, 468,  513, 685, 691, 692, 695, 742, 771, 776, 779, 
799, 802, 809, 820, 822, 832,  833, 838, 847, 874, 885, 893, 894, 902, 909, 917, 925, 
933,940,  941,948,  956,957,  966,  972,981,  985,1014,1018,  1020,1022,  1024, 
1029,  1038, 1045-1048,  1052,  1053, 1056, 1058,  1064,  1065, 1067,  1077,  1078, 
1085,  1096-1099,  1101,  1102,  1107,  1108,  1116-1120,1122,  1124,1125,  1127 

Cooper,  James  A.  Mentioned 944,947,954 

Cooper,  Samuel.  Mentioned 854,871,873,1102,1133 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraVs  Office,  C.  S.  A. 

Cooper,  Samuel  F.  Mentioned 760 

Copeland, . Mentioned 676 

Cormack,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned 417 

Corwin,  David  B.  Mentioned 298 

Cosgrove,  John.  Correspondence  with  John  McNeil ' 437 

Cosgrove,  Patrick.  Mentioned 347 

Cossitt,  Chancy  M.  Mentioned 764 

Cotton.  Burning  of,  by  Confederates.  See  Private  Property. 

Cottrell,  John.  Mentionecl 154 

Cottrell  & Co.,  M.  Correspondence  with  James  G.  Blunt 280 

Courtenay,  Thomas  E. 

Mentioned 970 

Ordered  to  enlist  a secret  service  corps 970 

Court.s-Martial.  Case  of  Aristide  Gerard 933 

Cowley,  Matthew.  Mentioned 420 

Cox,  Samuel.  Mentioned 824 

Craig,  James. 

Correspondence  with 

Collins,  William  O 198 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 142, 198 

Mentioned 90, 127, 131, 137, 146, 188, 264 

Crail,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned 418 
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609-612,  615,  621,  626,641,  643,646,  647,656,  692,  693,  702,  707,  747,754 

Warrensbiirg,  Mo.,  Commanding  Officer  at 656 

Weer,  AVilliam 514, 524, 525, 576, 610, 611 

Westport,  Mo.,  Commanding  Officer  at 656 

Mentioned 130, 201,  205, 208, 216, 224,  229, 234, 235,  245, 260, 299, 315, 

320,  342,  351,  413,  416, 419, 425, 472,  482,  484,  487-489,  504-506,  520, 523, 530, 
549, 551, 555, 571,  585, 590, 591,  596, 599,'610, 611, 614,  619, 620, 625, 631, 632,’ 
635, 639, 640, 642-645, 647, 652,  656,  661,  666, 668,  681,  686,  743,  752,  758,  761 


Fagan,  James  F. 

Assignments  to  command , 942,969,1027 

Assumes  command  of  Price’s  Division,  District  of  Arkansas 944 

Correspondence  with 

Frost,  D.  M 99S 

Price,  Sterliug 811, 831 , 942, 1049, 1056 

Mentioned 211, 

781,  793,  832, 863,  877,  878,  887,  889,  890,  892,  899,  903,  912,  916, 920, 928, 935, 
942,  943,  969,- 1027,  1029,  J034,  1035,1050,1051,1066,1084,1093,1114,1130 

Relieved  of  command  of  Price’s  Division,  District  of  Arkansas 969 

Fairchild,  Harvey.  Mentioned 90 

Falck,  John.  Mentioned 563 

Fanny  Ogden,  Steamer.  Mentioned .320,321,377,615 

Farmington,  Mo.  Raid  on,  Nov.  25,  1863.  Communications  from  Clinton  B. 

Fisk 715 

Farrar,  Bernard  G. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 319 

Mentioned 51 

Farrell,  Thomas  M.  Correspondence  with  Frederick  Steele 747 

Fauntleroy,  Charles  M.  Correspondence  with  E.  Kirhy  Smith 1017 

Fayetteville,  Ark.  Action  at,  April  18,  1863.  Communications  from  Samuel 

R.  Curtis 227,230 

Ferdner,  Jasper.  Mentioned : 599 

Ferguson,  Charles  F.  Mentioned 427 

Ferguson,  John  C.  Mentioned 128 

Ferguson,  P,  S.  Mentioned 320 

Ferguson,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned 516 

Ferrell,  W.  H.  Mentioned 1099 

Fillebrown,  H.  C.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  W.  Davidson. 

Filley,  Mr.  Mentioned 7 

Fillmore,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Chivington 371 

Mentioned 173 

Fischer,  Waldemar. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  A.  Davies 267,281 

Mentioned 344, 418, 663, 765 

Fish,  Stillman  O.  Mentioned 346,348,422,697,761 

Fishback,  George  W.  Mentioned 373 

Fishback,  William  M.  Mentioned 701 

Fisher,  John  T.  Correspondence  with  Sterling  Price 905 

Fisher,  Ulysses  E.  Mentioned 685 
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Fisk,  Clinton  B. 

Assignments  to  command 726 

Assnmes  command  of  the  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri 383 

Correspondence  with 

Bliss, 750 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 8,19,25,27,31,32,67,92,215 

Davies,  Thomas  A 9 

Elmer,  Edward  T 632 

Gorman,  Willis  A 20 

Hiller,  Hiram  M 480,568 

Holloway,  G.  A 600 

Layton,  F 574 

Deeper,  William  T 600, 

676,  678,  715-717, 719, 721,  724, 729, 734, 740,  745,  747,  748 

Livingston,  Robert  R 733 

Montgomery,  Samuel 481,720,721,727 

Powers,  P.  L 652 

Preuitt,  Valentine 717 

Rice,  Hiram  A 632, 665, 679, 715 

Rogers,  John  B . . . . 387, 427,  539, 541,  542,  574,  632,  675, 676, 679,  685,  712, 719-721 

Schofield,  John  M 308,  394,  406,  427,  438,  439, 459, 477,  481, 

521, 531, 535, 545, 567, 580, 584, 627, 658, 659, 661, 673, 683,  707, 715, 716, 719 

Woodson,  Richard  G 749,750,754 

Mentioned 13, 14, 39, 52-55, 72, 134, 

236, 265, 301, 396, 415,  417, 503, 506, 531, 574, 585, 631, 686, 716, 726, 758,  765 

Staff.  Announcements  of 383 

Fisk,  Clinton  B.,  Mrs.  Mentioned 25,26,92 

Fisk,  Julius  G.  Mentioned. . 346, 763 

Fitch,  Ezra.  Mentioned 763 

Fitch,  Horace.  Mentioned 346,348 

Fitzwilliams,  James.  Mentioned 933,1073,1085 

Flags  of  Truce.  Communications  from 

McNeil,  John 737,738 

Schofield,  John  M 436 

Steele,  William 737 

Flanagin,  Harris.  Mentioned 919, 931, 935, 962 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  Arkansas,  Governor  of. 

Flentz,  William.  Mentioned 417 

Flesher,  Henry.  Mentioned 327,328,420 

Florence,  Steamer.  Mentioned 19,21 

Flournoy,  George.  Mentioned 772 

Folmsbee,  William  H.  Mentioned 420 

Folsom,  Captain.  Mentioned 1 848 

Ford,  James  H.  Mentioned 172 

Ford,  John  S.  Mentioned.. ^ 964 

Foreman,  Alexander. 

Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 1120 

Mentioned 821 

Foreman,  John  A.  Mentioned 60, 

61, 68, 115, 140, 153, 205, 212, 266, 298, 331, 347, 746, 748, 763 

Forrest,  Nathan  B.  Mentioned 889 

Fort  Davis.  Capture  and  destruction  of,  Dec.  — , 1862.  Communications  from 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 7 

Phillips,  William  A 61 
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Fort  De  Russy,  La.  Evacuation  of.  Court-Martial 933 

Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T. 

Action  near,  May  20,  1863.  Communications  from  James  G.  Blunt 297 

Operations  about,  June  6-20,  1863.  Communications  from  James  G.  Blunt-  337 
Skirmish  near.  May  28,  1863.  Communications  from  William  A.  Phillips  ..  298 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.  Contemplated  attack  on.  Communications  from  E.  Kirby 

Smith 1058 

Fort  Washita,  Ind.  T.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with 

William  Steele 1047 

Foster,  Amos  P.  Mentioned ,320 

Foster,  C.  H.  Mentioned 1051 

Foster,  Emory  S. 

Correspondence  with  Egbert  B.  Brown 620 

Mentioned 102, 446, 623 

Foster,  Everett  W.  Mentioned 760 

Foster,  Samuel  A.  Mentioned 265,301 

Fox,  C.  H.  Mentioned 128 

Fox,  GustavUs  V.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
see  Xavy  Department,  U.  S. 

Fox-Killer.  Mentioned T 101 

Franklin,  C.  Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 1058 

Franklin,  Samuel  A.  Mentioned 745 

Franklin,  William  B.  Mentioned 733, 1014 

Freeburn,  Archibald  B.  Mentioned 65, 344 

Freeman,  Thomas  R.  Mentioned.  266, 267, 352, 375, 425, 426, 460, 545, 580, 711,  718, 756 

Fremont,  John  C.  Mentioned 44,583,605 

French,  J.  Compton.  Mentioned 828 

Frett,  William  J.  Correspondence  with  Egbert  B.  Brown 360 

Fretwell,  J.  R.  Mentioned 974,1017 

Freund,  Jacob.  Mentioned 599 

Frisbie,  Henry  N.  Mentioned 130 

Frog  Bayou,  Ark.  Expedition  to,  Nov.  7-13,  1863.  Communications  from 

John  B.  Sanborn 704 

Frontier,  Army  of  the. 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr.,  assumes  command  of  the  1st  Division  of  the 279 

Herron,  F.  J. 

Assigned  to  command  of  the 185 

Assumes  command  of  the 189 

Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  1,  189;  No.  1 (Ist  Division),  279;  No.  6 
{'id  Brigade,  1st  Division),  58. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  12  (3d  Brigade,  1st  Division'),  59;  No.  19 
(3d  Brigade,  1st  Division),  60. 

Re-enforcements  for  the.  Communications  from 

Sanborn,  John  B 728 

Schofield,  John  M 728 

Frontier,  District  of  the. 

Aftairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Blunt,  James  G 411,  437, 462,  465,  478,  525, 681 

McNeil,  John 690 

Blunt,  James  G. 

Assigned  to  command  of  the 315 

Relieved  from  command  of  the 666 

Constituted,  and  limits  defined 315 
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Frontier,  District  of  the— Continued. 

Disposition  of  the  Indians  in  the.  Communications  from  John  M.  Scho- 
field  704 

McNeil,  John,  assigned  to  command  of  the GG6 

Movements  of  troops  in  the.  Communications  from  John  McNeil.. . G95, 740,755 
Orders,  General,  series  18G3 : No.  11,  478. 

Frost,  D.  M. 

Assignments  to  command 794, 808, 1027 

Assumes  command  of  Price’s  Division,  District  of  Arkansas 969 

Correspondence  with 

Fagan,  James  F 998 

Hindman,  Thomas  C 789 

Marmaduke,  John  S 1000 

Price,  Sterling 976-979,995,997,998 

Mentioned  ....  468, 781, 793, 794,  808, 811, 832, 851, 863, 866, 969, 977, 1027, 1029, 1051 

Relieved  from  command  of  1st  Division,  Trans-Mississippi  Army 808 

Statf.  Announcements  of 969 

Fry,  J.  Mentioned 128 

Fry,  James  B.  For  correspondence,  see  Frovost- Marshal-  General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Fuchs,  Frederick  W.  Mentioned 417 

Fuller, . Mentioned 685 

Fuller,  E.  W.  Mentioned 1067 

Fuller,  Irving  W.  Mentioned 761 

Fuller,  John  W.  Mentioned 522 

Furnas,  Robert  W.  Mentioned 350 

Gaines,  R.  M.,  jr.  Mentioned 887 

. Galena,  Mo.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  William  Weer.  213 
Gallagher,  George  A.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Theoj)hilus  H. 

Holmes;  also  Sterling  Price. 

Gallagher,  W.  D.  Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 104 

Hiatt,  J.  M 105 

Mentioned 105, 107, 160, 

Gallaher,  William.  Mentioned 55 

Gamble,  Hamilton  R.  Mentioned 16-18,29,42, 

43, 79,  90,  96, 106, 179,  180, 194, 195, 217, 222, 248, 257, 269, 270,  272, 273, 293, 
481,  485, 530,  547, 548, 550, 551, 554-556,  560-562, 564,  583,  591,  661, 743, 1143 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Missouri,  Governor  of . 

Gamble,  James.  Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith 1116,1117' 

Gano,  Richard  M.  •i. 

Correspondence  with 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 1089 

Steele,  William ....  1062, 1073, 1076, 1080, 108^-1085, 1089, 1094, 1100, 1102, 1103 

Mentioned 755, 1047, 1048, 1055, 1056, 1063-1065, 1076, 1085, 1112, 1113, 1127 

Ordered  to  the  District  of  the  Indian  Territory 1048 

Gantt,  Walter  C.  Mentioned 44 

Gardner,  Franklin. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 816 

Mentioned 815, 816, 914 

Gardner,  John.  Mentioned 517 

Garland,  A.  H.  Correspondence  with 

Arkansas,  Governor  of 945 

Davis,  Jefferson  1114 
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Garland,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  'with 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 1075 

Steele,  William .* 1082 

Mentioned 1075 

Garner,  A.  J.  Mentioned 768, 769 

Garrett,  John  A.  Mentioned 423 

Garth,  Samuel  A.  Mentioned 764 

Gates,  Mr.  Mentioned 598 

Gatewood,  Saul.  Mentioned 824 

Gaty,  Sam.,  Steamer.  See  Sam.  Gaty. 

Gaty,  Samuel.  Mentioned ! 272 

Gaylord,  George  S.  Mentioned 284 

Geiger,  Washington  F. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 126, 138, 144, 146, 155, 160, 161, 168 

Mentioned 118, 130, 155, 156, 188, 299, 345, 418, 565, 760 

General  Anderson,  Steamer.  Mentioned 354 

Gentry,  Henry  C.  Correspondence  with  John  B.  Rogers 704 

Gentry,  William.  Correspondence  with  Egbert  B.  Brown 620 

Gerard,  Aristide. 

Conrt-martiai  in  case  of.  Evacuation  of  Fort  De  RusSy,  La 933 

Mentioned 934 

Gerring,  William  R.  Mentioned 104 

Gerster,  Anton.  Mentioned 344,364 

Getty,  T.  M.  Mentioned 315 

Gibson,  William  E.  Mentioned 964 

Giddings,  D.  C.  Mentioned 845, 858  . 

Gill,  Charles  R.  Mentioned 133 

Gillespie,  William  B.  Mentioned 652,715 

Gillett,  L.  E.  ' 

Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith 1125 

Mentioned i 833 

Gillette,  Lee  P.  Mentioned 542,756 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A.  Mentioned 481 

Gillpatrick,  Rufus.  Mentioned 121, 147, 168 

Gilstrap,  Jesse  M.  Mentioned 418, 517 

Glasgow,  Samuel  L.  Mentioned 162 

Glassford,  Henry  A.  Mentioned 153 

Glaze,  Henry  S.  Mentioned 343 

Gleim,  H.  A.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  TV.  Davidson. 

Glenn,  J.  W.  Mentioned  207,  359, 367,  .376, 383 

Glenn,  W.  H.  Mentioned 944, 947, 954 

Glover, . Mentioned 769 

Glover,  Mr.  Mentioned 485 

Glover,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with  John  F.  Tyler ' 203 

Mentioned 47, 


71,127,  129,145,154,  175,  178,232-234,  250,252,345,415,418,475,506,944 


Resumes  command  of  the  District  of  Rolla 47 

Gonzales,  Thomas.  Mentioned 964 

Goodsell,  Henry.  Mentioned 758,763 

Goodyear,  Caroline,  Steamer.  Mentioned 993,1011,1021,1041 

Gordon,  B.  Frank.  Mentioned 846,975 

Gordon,  Cy.  Mentioned 723 

Gordon,  Joseph  T.  Mentioned 132, 420 
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Gorgas,  Josiah.  Meutioucd 1139 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A.  • 

Gorman,  Willis  A. 

Correspondence  witli  * 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 10, 13-15, 21,  34, 52, 72, 68, 82, 95, 110 

Davies,  Thomas  A 19 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 20 

McClernand,  John  A 53 

Mentioned 9, 14, 32, 34, 39, 41, 52, 53, 66, 68-70, 74, 92, 93, 133, 264 

Goss,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned 420 

Gould, . Correspondence  with  S.  C.  Pomeroy 386 

Gould,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 478 

Gould,  N.  C.  Mentioned 1023 

Gower,  James  O. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 62, 73, 76 

Mentioned 35, 89, 345, 418 

Grace,  John  R.  Correspondence  with  Chester  Harding,  jr 457 

Graham,  Mr.  Mentioned 876 

Graham,  George.  Correspondence  with  Egbert  B.  Brown 599 

Graham,  Harvey.  Mentioned 417 

Grand  Pass,  Idaho.  Skirmish  with  Indians  at,  July  7,  1863.  Communica- 
tions from 

Allen,  Asaph 362 

Chivington,  John  M 436 

Granger,  Gordon.  Mentioned 88 

Grant,  U.  S. 

Assumes  command  of  troops  in  Arkansas  within  reach  of  his  orders 68 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 65, 384, 402, 578,  739 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 34, 68 

Davidson,  John  W 424,  430 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 384, 386, 394, 424, 453,  464, 465, 520, 522 

Ross,  Leonard  F 381 

Schofield,  John  M 374,385,402 

Sherman,  William  T 673 

Mentioned 8-11, 13, 14, 19-21,  25,  31,  34, 43, 52, 

53, 55. 65, 72,  77, 82, 92,  93, 95, 110, 124, 133, 158, 161, 176, 203, 245,  255, 270, 
278, 285, 306,  308, 309,  334,  335,  353,  355,  361,  362,  374,  379,  387, 394,  398,  404, 
407-409, 414,  431,  441 , 458,  462,  499,  501, 507,  509,  510,  513, 514,  519,  536,  540, 
559,  573, 575,  579,  607, 667, 670,  673, 674, 689,  696,  700,  709,  733,  739,  740,  757, 
844, 855, 857,  866,  868, 876, 881,  882, 896, 913,  914, 928, 992, 1011,  1024, 1028 

Grass,  Daniel.  Mentioned 760 

Gratheer,  Henry.  Mentioned 763 

Gravely,  Joseph  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Bishop,  Albert  W 660 

Davies,  Thomas  A 668 

McNeil,  John 671 

Schofield,  John  M 619, 622, 633, 650, 660,  664,  665,  678 

Mentioned 418,  763 

Graves,  P.  Mentioned 501 

Graves,  William  H.  Mentioned 422, 760 

Gray,  Edmund  B,  Mentioned 301,346,348,761 

Gray,  James  R.  Mentioned : 100 

Gray,  John  B.  Mentioned 129,175 
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Gray,  William.  Mentionea 1091 

Green,  Clark  H.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  H.  Bartholow 351 

Green,  Thomas.  Mentioned 1129,1132 

Greene,  Colton.  , 

Correspondence  with 

Kitchen,  Solomon  G 1068,1069 

Marmaduke,  John  S 808,  811-814, 817, 818, 822, 876, 878, 881, 889 

Mentioned 174, 197, 316,  330, 492, 832, 837, 845, 

846,850,863,867,879,886,888,889,897,899,900,  908,  918,  1067,  1079,  1114 
Greene,  Oliver  D. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 755 

Mentioned 581 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  M.  Schofield. 

Greenway,  Van.  Mentioned 722 

Greer,  E. 

Assignments  to  co.mmand 853 

Assumes  command  of  conscripts  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department 854 

Mentioned 846,  853,872,1129 

Greer,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned 762 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H.  Mentioned 606,878 

Grimes,  Marshall.  Mentioned 770, 777, 779 

Grissom,  Mr.  Mentioned 549 

Grissom,  Private.  Mentioned 930 

Grisson, . Mentioned 712 

Grogan,  M.  H.  Mentioned 1025 

Groomer,  David.  Mentioned 294 

Guitar,  Odon. 

Assignments  to  command 355 

Assumes  command  of  the  District  of  Northern  Missouri 362 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 135 

Denny,  Alexander  F 646, 648, 649, 651 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 480,590 

Hall,  Whllard  P 367 

Leonard,  Reeves 634, 637 

Schofield,  John  M 427, 

490, 492, 526, 527, 587, 590, 620, 634, 637, 646, 648-650, 688 

Tillman,  John 634 

Mentioned 70, 84, 134, 136, 137, 299,  323, 334, 342, 343, 355, 

416,  419, 480, 504,  585, 587,  623-625,  639,  641, 643,  646,  647,  656,  686,  758,  764 

Gunter,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned 211 

Gurley,  E.  J.  Mentioned 964,981,1026 

Habeas  Corpus.  Suspension  of  writ  of 563-565,582,780 

Haden,  John  M.  Mentioned 828,1004,1129 

Hadley,  J.  M.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  E\fing,  jr 626 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Thomas  Ewing,  jr. 

Hadley,  Julius  L.  Mentioned 130,345,418 

Haines,  Thomas  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Hurlbnt,  Stephen  A 515 

Schofield,  John  M 516 

Mentioned 22,  364 

For  correspondence  as  Aide-de-Camp,  see  John  M.  Schofield. 

Haines,  William  W.  Mentioned.... 418 
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Hale,  John  B.  Mentioned 344,367,578 

Hale,  T.  B.  Mentioned 436 

Haliman, . Mentioned 899 

Hall,  George  H. 

Assignments  to  command 716 

Correspondence  with 

Brown,  Egbert  B 651 

Schofield,  John  M 619,646,722 

Totten,  James 622,651 

Mentioned  . . . 125, 230, 343, 419, 474, 615,  619, 620, 622, 623, 625, 651, 659, 716,  758, 764 

Hall,  John.  Mentioned 421 

Hall,  Willard  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 84 

Guitar,  Odon 367 

Schofield,  John  M 552,677 

Mentioned 342, 344, 551-554, 677 

Halleck,  Henry  W.  Mentioned 3,4, 

8-10,  19-21,  25,  44,  88,  102,  110,  116,  117,  142,  172,  186,  196,  198,237-239, 
273,  277,  303,  304,  306,  319,  331,  371,  387,  393,  398,  415,423,425,430,452, 
464, 465, 472, 488, 495, 501, 510, 513, 519, 522, 543, 576, 579, 588, 589,  596, 605, 
636,  642,  664, 666, 670-672, 674, 684,  689, 699, 710-712, 733, 739, 741, 757, 768 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Army  Headquarters. 

Hallett, . Mentioned 598 

Halliburton, . Mentioned 707 

Ham,  Elijah  D.  Mentioned 346 

Hambleton,  Rose,  Steamer.  Mentioned 747 

Hamer,  Robert  W.  Mentioned , 283 

Hamilton  Belle,  Steamer.  Mentioned 476 

Hamilton,  James L.  Mentioned 846 

Hammet,  Ike,  Steamer.  Mentioned 877 

Hanna,  George  W.  Mentioned 760 

Hannahs,  H.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 640,641 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Thomas  Ewing,  jr. 

Hardee,  William  J.  Mentioned 1030 

Hardeman,  Peter.  Mentioned 977, 981, 1065 

Hardenbrook, . Mentioned 746 

Hardie,  James  A.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  War  Departmejit,  U.  S. 

Hardin, . Mentioned 848 

Harding,  Chester,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 179, 180, 230 

Davidson,  John  W 333,380 

Grace,  John  R 457 

Lanier,  Luke 456 

Schofield,  JohuM 375,395,457,57.3,721,725 

Mentioned 90, 128, 188, 263, 265, 299, 331,  361, 376, 377, 410, 417, 503, 585,  687,  722 

Hardy,  David  L.  Mentioned 346 

Hargrove,  John.  Mentioned 412 

Harjo,  Echo.  Correspondence  with  Jefierson  Davis 1118 

Harker,  Garrison.  Mentioned 345, 418, 565, 760 

Harlan,  Major.  Mentioned 168 

Harman,  David.  Mentioned 412 
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Haroldson,  Mentioned 912 

Harper,  Captain.  Mentioned 257 

Harris, . Mentioned 426 

Harris,  Dr.  Mentioned 824 

Harris,  Charles  L.  Mentioned 1*28,161 

Harris,  Cyrus.  Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith 1117 

Harris,  Marshall  H.  Mentioned 764 

Harris,  Thomas  A.  Mentioned 1059, 1147 

Harris,  Thomas  H.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Stephen  A.  Hurlhut. 

Harrison,  Edmund.  Mentioned 1140 

Harrison,  Isaac  F. 

Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith 1087,1092 

Mentioned 914, 1063, 1095, 1110, 1111 

Harrison,  James  E. 

Correspondence  with  William  Steele 815,839 


Mentioned 839 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue. 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R : 191, 192,219,216 

Edwards,  John 609, 616 

Herron,  Francis  J 197,211 

McNeil,  John  ...  517,526,633 

Phelps,  John  S 78 

Phillips,  William  A 171, 191, 193, 212, 224 

Sanborn,  John  B 697, 728, 751 

Schofield,  John  M 588,746 

Steele,  William 150, 170 

Switzler,  T.  A 73 

Memorandum  of  agreement  with  William  Steele 170 

Mentioned 56, 85, 97, 109, 112, 114, 126, 131, 

140, 150, 154, 163, 170, 182, 206, 208,212,  219, 230, 245, 247, 248, 251, 256, 258, 
261-263, 296, 311,  346, 418, 517, 593, 602, 686,  704, 706, 748,  751, 752, 758, 763 

Harrison,  William  P.  Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith 1117 

Harrison,  William  R.  Mentioned 578 


Harrisonville,  Mo.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  Thomas 

Ewing,  jr 650,656 

Hart,  Charles  T.  Mentioned 1089 

Hart,  John  M.  Mentioned 422 

Hart,  Martin  !b.  Mentioned 772,774,775 

Hart,  S.  Mentioned 831,1041,1078,1135 

Hartmann,  Theobald. 

Correspondence  with  John  W.  Davidson 174 

Mentioned 128 

Harvey,  Elijah  E.  Mentioned 347,420,687 

Harvey,  Joseph.  Mentioned 446 

Hastings,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 354 

Hatch,  D.  B.  For  correspondence  as  Adjutant,  see  John  Q.  Burhridge. 

Hatch,  Edwin  A.  C.  Mentioned 371, 372, 384,  493, 494, 767, 768 

Hautefeuille, . Mentioned 239 

Hawes,  J.  M.  Mentioned 54,772,868,915 

Hawkins, . Mentioned 356 

Hawkins,  George  W.  Mentioned 764 

Hayden,  Mortimer  M.  Mentioned 134,265,301,422,436,490,505,523,585,687 
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Hayes,  JosialiE. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 521,566 

Mentioned • 23,47 

Haynes,  Eli  tie.  Mentioned 140 

Haynes,  W.  H. 

Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith 1134 

Memorandum  of  quartermaster’s  stores,  Trans-Mississippi  Department..*. . 1136 

Mentioned : 870, 1071, 1128, 1136, 1137 

Hays,  Sam.  Mentioned 487 

Hays,  Up.  Mentioned 487 

Hazard, . Mentioned 370 

Head,  Lafayette.  Mentioned 528 

Heath,  Erastus.  Mentioned 115 

Heath,  Herman  H.  Mentioned 350 

Heath,  William  H.  Mentioned 265, 301, 346, 348,  422, 444 

Heaton,  A.  W.  Mentioned 515 

Hebert,  Paul  O. 

Mentioned 840, 1077, 1088 

Ordered  to  District  of  Texas,  etc 1088 

Heinrich,  William.  Mentioned 183 

Heiston,  Thornton  Buckner.  Mentioned ^ 1063,1077,1078 

Helena,  Ark. 

Attack  on,  July  4,  1863.  Communications  from 

Burbridge,  John  Q 908 

Cabell,  Edward  C 906 

Cage,  D.  C 912 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 887, 890,  891,  899, 901, 903, 911, 912, 916 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A .• 354 

Lawrence,  E.  J 898, 907 

McRae,  Dandridge 888,900 

Marmaduke,  John  S 888,  891,892,898,900,901 

Mhoon,  John 888,911 

Parsons,  Moseby  M 899, 900 

Price,  Sterling ' 887,891,896,897,912 

Pritchard,  J.  K.  P 908 

Schofield,  John  M 361 

Shelby,  J osephi  O : 901 

Snead,  Thomas  L 908 

Buford,  N.  B.,  assigned  to  command  of  post  of 510 

Contemplated  attack  on.  Communications  from 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 863, 866, 868, 877, 886 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 352 

McRae,  Dandridge 886 

Marmaduke,  John  S 886 

Pennock,  A.  W i 352 

Price,  Sterling 863 

Union  troops  at.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Jan.  20,  1863 65 

June  30,  1863 349 

Hellner,  . Mentioned 412 

Henderson,  John  B.  Mentioned .‘ 195,485,745 

Henley,  John.  Mentioned 695 

Henley,  John,  jr.  Mentioned.. 695 

Henley,  William.  Mentioned 65 

Henning,  Benjamin  S.  Mentioned 132,188,249 
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Henson,  J.  R.  Mentioned 950 

Herder,  John  N.  Mentioned. 765 

Herndon,  E.  W. 

Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Burns 1125 

Mentioned 1126 

Heron,  William.  Mentioned 344 

Herron*,  Francis  J. 

Assignments  to  command i 185 

Assumes  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier Ic9 

Correspondence  with 

Clark,  William  Hyde ‘254 

Cloud,  William  F 207 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 195, 196, 

200, 201, 204-206, 209, 216, 218, 227,  228, 235, 236, 244, 245,  247, 249-251, 266 

Davidson,  John  W 210,232,233,254 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 229,252,257 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 197,211 

O’Reilly,  Luke 251 

Orme,  William  W 230,234,254 

Schofield,  John  M 23, 27, 28,  30, 34, 307 

Vandever,  William 293 

War  Department,  U.  S 285 

, Weer,  William 196, 

199, 201, 206, 207, 209, 216, 220, 228, 234, 236, 252, 255, 257, 262 

Wickersham,  Dudley 202 

Mentioned 6, 11, 12, 

22, 28, 31, 34, 74, 82, 94, 95, 102, 130, 185, 189, 213, 224,  229, 244, 260, 261, 
263, 269,  270, 278,  279,  281, 285, 299,  300, 302,  385, 607, 790, 824, 876, 893 

Proclamation  of,  to  citizens  of  Pulaski  County,  Mo 266 

Hiatt,  J.  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 107 

Gallagher,  W.  D 105 

Johnson,  F.  W 106 

Mentioned 104 

Hickman  Mills,  Mo.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  Thomas 

Ewing,  jr 656 

Hickox,  F.  W. 

Correspondence  with  James  Totten 651,661 

Mentioned 628,629 

Hicks,  Henry  A.  Mentioned 421' 

Hicks,  Hicks.  Mentioned 203 

Hildebrand,  Jesse.  Mentioned 127,132,188 

Hildebrandt,  Sam.  Mentioned 665,679,683,715,740 

Hill,  Ambrose  P.  Mentioned 882,937 

Hill,  C.  D.  Mentioned 845 

Hill,  Jake.  Mentioned 918 

Hill,  J.  F.  Mentioned 833 

Hill,  N.  S.  Mentioned 1138 

Hill,  William  Reenan.  Correspondence  with  Edward  C.  Cabell 1143 

Hiller,  Hiram  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 480,568 

Rogers,  John  B 427 

Mentioned - 226,  417,427,765 
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Hindman,  Thomas  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Adj  utant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 895 

Barton,  Joseph  F 791 

Cooper,  Douglas  H 770 

.Crawford,  John 784 

Frost,  D.  M 789 

•Holmes,  Theophilus  H 771,784,785 

Steele,  William 772, 773 

Mentioned..  6,  9-11, 16, 22, 23, 27, 28, 34, 38, 49, 54, 67-69, 73,  76, 86, 107 ,112, 124, 145, 
151, 203, 771, 774-777, 780, 781, 788, 793, 794, 798, 802, 844, 871, 909, 910, 1119 

Relieved  from  duty  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department 780 

Hinkle,  Thomas.  Mentioned 1146,1147 

Hinsdale,  John  W.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Theophilus  H.  Holmes. 

Hinsdill,  Charles  D.  Mentioned 515 

Hirschburger,  L.  C.  Mentioned 974 

Hodges,  Asa.  Mentioned 792,852,853 

Hoelcke,  William.  Mentioned 364 

Holland, . Mentioned 701 

Holland,  Colly  B. 

Correspondence  with  • 

Bishop,  Albert  W 660 

McNeil,  John 425,592 

Sanborn,  John  B 711,755 

Schofield,  John  M 610 

Mentioned 330, 341, 345, 416, 418, 504, 617, 6*25, 633, 665, 668, 686, 702, 704, 766 

Holland,  William.  Mentioned 599 

Holloway,  George  A. 

Correspondence  with  Clinton  B.  Fisk 600 

Mentioned 383 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Clinton  B.  Fisk. 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H. 

Assignments  to  command 803 

Assumes  command  of  the  District  of  Arkansas 803 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 771 

Cabell,  William  L.'. 828 

Clayton,  Powell 163 

Davis,  Jefferson 780,796 

Gano,  Richard  M 1089 

Hindman,  Thomas  C 771,784,785 

Indian  Affairs,  C.  S.  Commissioner  of 1097 

Marmaduke,  John  S 786,  788-790,  793, 794, 924, 930, 938, 1069 

Peevy,  Joseph  G 823 

Pemberton,  John  C 819 

Pike,  Albert 925 

Porter,  David  D 164 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  M 340 

Price,  Sterling 849, 853, 863, 864, 866,  868, 869, 878, 879, 886, 

887,  890,  891,  897,  899,  901,  903,907,911,912,916,920,936,938,1035,1126 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 818, 

828,  833,  835,  837, 839, 846, 854-857, 865, 874,  899, 907, 916, 1023, 1030, 1034, 
1044,  1045,  1049,  1054,  1063,  1064,  1074,  1081,  1084,  1086,1089,1092,1093 

Steele,  William 776, 

794,  798,  799,  807,  809,  816,  830,  833,  847,  902, 903, 905, 917, 925, 940, 1085 
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Holmes,  Theophlius  H.— Continued. 

Mentioned 3, 10, 11,  CS,  86, 87, 107, 145, 221, 275, 307-309, 

340,  356,  381,  387,  424, 430,  435,  459, 674,  700,  741,  771, 777, 778,  786,  794,  803, 
806-808,  810,  818,  819, 831,  832, 836,  840,  841,  843,  844,  846,  848,  849,  851-853, 
855,  856, 858, 862-864, 866, 868, 871-873, 883,  886,  889,  891,  892,  895-899, 901, 
903,  905-908,  912, 916, 918, 920,  925,  928-930, 932,  935-939,  942, 943, 971, 980, 
992,  994, 1010, 1028, 1030, 1032, 1033, 1036,  1057, 1058, 1060, 1070, 1072, 1080, 
1084,  1085,  1088-1090,  1092-1095,  1103,  1104,  1111,  1114,  1117,1130,  1144 


Relieved  from  command  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department 803 

Resumes  command  of  the  District  of  Arkansas 1027 

Staff.  Announcements  of 887 

Holstein,  Otto.  Mentioned 344 

Holt, . Mentioned 487 

Holt,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 821 

Holt,  Joseph.  Mentioned 709 

Homes,  William.  Mentioned 185 

Hood,  John  B.  Mentioned 1114 

Hoover,  John  V.  Mentioned 766 

Hopkins,  De  Witt  C.  Mentioned 602, 692 

Hopkins,  Henry.  Mentioned 131,347,419 

Hough,  Harrison.  Mentioned 844 

Houts,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 659,662,695 

Hovey,  Alvin  P. 

Mentioned . 15, 72, 110, 11 1, 133, 199, 264, 387, 826 

Speech  of,  in  Helena,  Ark 826 

Howard,  C.  W.  Mentioned 697 

Howard,  R.  A.  Mentioned 596 

Howell,  Sylvanus. 

Correspondence  with  William  Steele 968 

Mentioned 833, 987 

Howland,  Charles  H. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  R.  Curtis 120 

Mentioned 156 

Howland,  James  T.  Mentioned 341,345 

Hubbard,  Edward  B.  Mentioned 697,  760 

Hubbard,  James  M.  Mentioned 129 

Hudson,  Steamer.  Mentioned 757 

Hudson,  J.  K.  Mentioned 364 

Hudson,  William.  Mentioned 799 

Huffman,  Jacob.  Mentioned 766 

Huger,  Benjamin. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 804 

Johnson,  J.  P 1139 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A 907 

Mentioned 1004, 1128 

Ordered  to  inspect  artillery  and  ordnance  stores  in  the  Trans-Mississippi 

Department 804 

Hughes,  D.  Henry. 

Correspondence  with  John  W.  Davidson 287 


Mentioned 


9, 20, 27, 129, 151, 153, 263, 299 


Hughes,  William.  Mentioned 599 

Hughey,  W.  M.  Mentioned 833 
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Hull,  Edward  B, 

Correspondeuce  with 

Chambers,  Captain 890 

Johnson,  Waldo  P 1 890 

Mentioned 890 

Hulse,  Richard  M.  Mentioned 227 

Human,  William  C.  Mentioned 345 

Hume,  J.  F.  Correspondence  with  James  Totten 650 

Hummel,  George  W.  Mentioned 417,715 

Humphrey,  Benjamin  T.  Mentioned  225 

Hunt,  Major.  Mentioned 1145 

Hunt,  Charles  B.  Mentioned  131 

Hunt,  Franklin  E.  Mentioned 152 

Hunt,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned , 504 

Hunter,  David.  (General.)  Mentioned 172,549,605 

Hunter,  David.  (Lieutenant.)  Mentioned 281 

Hunter,  De  Witt  C.  Mentioned 351, 518, 534, 616, 617, 653, 832, 968 

Hunter,  Samuel  A.  Mentioned 764 

Hunter,  Thomas.  Mentioned 526 

Hunter,  William  T.  Mentioned 417 

Huntsville,  Ark.  Expedition  to  and  skirmish  near,  Nov.  9-18,  1863.  Commu- 
nications from  John  B.  Sanborn 702, 704 

Huntt,  George  G.  Mentioned 131 

Hurd,  Tyrus  I.  Mentioned 762 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 285, 317, 407, 408, 452, 512,  513, 516, 518, 530 

Asboth,  Alexander 1 151,257 

Buford,  Napoleon  B 672, 757 

Davidson,  John  W 413, 431, 442 

Grant,  U.  S 384, 386, 394, 424, 453, 464, 465, 520, 522 

Haines,  Thomas  J 515 

McPherson,  James  B 536 

Montgomery,  Milton '458,459 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  M 335, 339, 352, 354, 409 

Schofield,  John  M 336,351,407,409, 

424, 429, 431,  435, 447,  449,  452,  461,  469,  499,  510,  512,  529,  530,  535,  678, 711 

Smith,  John  E 536 

Steele,  Frederick 414, 430, 443 

454, 457,  462,  468,  475,  501,  506, 519,  543,  670,  674,  680, 684,  696,  708,  709, 754 
490 


True,  James  M 


Mentioned 318,337,402,408,409,423,  430,435,458,465,  470,500,506,510,512- 

514, 533, 535, 540, 573,  575, 672,  673, 682, 700,  701, 709, 710, 712, 718,  739, 757 
Huston,  Daniel,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield  34 

Mentioned 23, 28, 38, 66, 69, 74, 76 

Hutchins,  James  M.  Mentioned 346 

Hutchins,  W.  J.  Mentioned 1135 

Hutchison,  Mr.  Mentioned 742 

Hyde,  Captain.  Mentioned 143 

Idaho  Territory.  Military  departments  embracing 383 

Ike  Hammet,  Steamer.  Mentioned 877 

Illinois  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— ^a«er/es ; Vaughn’s,  479, 697, 760 ; 2d  {Balieries),  A,  130, 
133,311,312, 345,417. 
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Illinois  Troops.  Mentioned — Continued. 

Cavalry— Regiments:  3d,  128,162,  760 ; Sth,  134, 265 ; 9th,  134;  10th,  65, 114, 

130, 134, 139, 312,  345, 418, 435, 760;  13th,  128, 129, 173, 273, 387, 388, 418, 760; 

15th,  760. 

Inf antry— Regiments : 18th,  422, 432, 760 ; 29th,  344;  33d,  128,  161;  37th, 

130;  43d,  422,  432,  760;  49th,  470;  54th,  422,  432,  760;  61st,  422, 432, 

760;  62d,  470,  760;  91st,  344;  94th,  130,  307;  99th,  128,  161;  101st, 

375,  380, 417  ; 106th,  422,  432,  444, 760 ; 117th,  354  ; 126th,  422, 432, 760. 
Indian  Affairs,  C.  S.  Commissioner  of.  Correspondence  with 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 1097 

Steele,  William 957 

War  Department,  C.  S 1030, 1095 

Watie,  Stand 1104 

Indian  Territory.  , 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Bankhead,  Smith  P 965, 966, 972, 981, 1026 

Boudiuot, ‘E.  C 1103 

Cloud,  George 1120 

Cooper,  Douglas  H 770,1078 

Foreman,  Alexander 1110 

Harjo,  Echo 1118 

Indian  Affairs,  C.  S.  Commissioner  of 1030, 1095-1098 

Johnson,  C.  B 1020 

Jumper,  John 1120 

Kanard,  Moty 1107,1118 

McCulloch,  Henry  E 1065 

McIntosh,  Chilly 1078 

Maxey,  S.  B 1112 

Patterson,  George 1120 

Robinson,  John  C 1116 

Scales,  Joseph  A 821 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 999, 1101 

Spears,  John 1120 

' Steele,  William 770,776,777,794, 

805, 807, 819, 862, 874, 909, 917, 921, 933, 940, 950, 953, 956,  957, 961, 969, 981, 
984, 1000, 1012, 1022, 1025, 1045, 1046, 1062-1064, 1073, 1077, 1100, 1102, 1103 

Taylor,  Samuel  M 1120 

Vore,  Israel  G 1116 

Walker,  Tandy 1122 

War  Department,  C.  S 1098 

Watie,  Stand 961, 1104-1106 

Maxey,  S.  B.,  assigned  to  command  of  the 1094 

Military  departments  embracing 315, 768, 803 

Movements  of  troops  in  the.  Communications  from 

Bankhead,  Smith  P 977 

Crosby,  J.  F 983 

Magruder,  John  B 985 

Steele,  William 865,893,894,902,925, 

948, 967, 980, 981, 985-987, 1014-1016, 1018-1020, 1037, 1047, 1048, 1055, lOdl 

Phillips,  William  A.,  assigned  to  command  of  the 40 

Steele,  William,  relieved  from  command  of  the 1094 

Indian  Territory,  Department  of  the.  Separated  from  the  District  of  Ar- 
kansas.  1045 
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Indian  Territory,  District  of  the. 

Confederate  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 


Nov.  10,  1863 1067 

Dec.,  1863 1127 

Gano,  Richard  M.,  ordered  to  duty  in  the 1048 

Indian  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 


Cherokee — Battalions:  Holt’s,  821;  1st,  85,  141,  247,  356.  Regiments:  1st 
{Stand  Watie),  85,  108,  141,  247,  356,  770,  821,  832,  909,  1052;  2d  (TF.  P. 
Adair),  108,  356,  832,  883,  909,  1052. 

Chickasaw— 5afta//o/;s : Pickens’,  1052;  1st  {L.  M.  PeijnoJds),  833,  1052, 
1078,  1117,1118. 


Choctaw — Regiments : Ist  (Sampson  Folsom),  356;  2d,  1109. 

Choctaw  and  Chickasaw— /?e^//ne/7ts  : 1st  (Tandy  Walker),  356,  832. 

Creek — Regiments : 1st  (D.  N.  McIntosh),  356,  832,  1052,  1078,  1095,  1118; 

2d  (Chilly  McIntosh),  356,  832,  1052,  1078,  1095,  1118. 

Osage — Battalions:  (Broke  Arm),  833. 

Seminole — Battalions:  (John  Jumper),  833,  1052,  1067,  1102.  , 

Indian  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Infantry — Regiments:  First  Home  Guards,  32,  57,  58,  131,  139,  163,  166, 

169,  282,  347,  419,  763;  Second  Home  Guards,  57,  58,  85,  108,  131,  139, 

166,  169,  190,  347,  419,  763;  Third  Home  Guards,  57,  58,  60,  85,  108,  131, 

139,  163,  166,  169,  322,  347,  419,  763  ; Fourth  Home  Guards,  212,  276 ; 

Fifth  Home  Guards,  212,  276. 

Indiana  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— 5affer/es  ; 1st,  128,  162;  2d,  38,  129,  338,346,  418,  439,  462, 

463,  466,  467,  534,  602,  685,  690,  692,  763  ; 3d,  129,  346,  417. 

Cavalry— /?e^//ne/?fs : 1st,  134,  265,  301,346,  348,422,  433,442,680,682,761, 

1025. 

Infantry — Regiments:  8th,  128,161;  11th,  133;  18th,  128,161;  24th,  133; 

26th,  130 ; 34th,  133  ; 43d,  134, 265,  301, 346, 348, 422, 433, 761 ; 46th,  134  ; 

47th,  65, 134 ; 50th,  470, 674, 700, 760. 

Ingraham,  J.  M.  Mentioned 602, 616, 617 

Ingram, . Mentioned 876,880,882 

Insley,  Merritt  H.  Mentioned 148, 274, 283, 314, 478, 479, 724 

Intercourse.  See  Trade  and  Intercourse. 

Iowa. 

Military  departments  embracing 470,730 

Militia.  References  to 179 

Iowa,  District  of. 

Constituted,  and  limits  defined 730 

Portion  of  the,  merged  into  the  District  of  Dakota 470 

Sully,  Alfred,  assigned  to  command  of  the 730 

Iowa  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— 5affer/es  ; 3d,  65, 134, 265, 301, 346, 348, 422, 697, 761. 

Cavalry— /?e^/me/7fs  ; 1st,  130,  206,  209,  234,  262,  345,  418, 760  ; 3d,  65, 128, 

134. 173. 231. 232. 265,  301,  345, 418,  760  ; 4th,  65, 134 ; 6th,  350,  434^  493, 496, 

767  ; 7th,  350, 397, 406,  765, 767  ; 8th,  397, 636 ; 9th,  755, 766. 

Infantry— /?ey//we/7fs;  8th,  128;  12th,  128  ; 14th,  128;  18th,  129,  346,418, 

446,  515,  517,  534,  602,603,681,685,690,763,1076,1085;  19th,  130, 144, 168, 
201,228,229,252,258,307;  20th,  130;  21st,  128, 161;  22d,  71, 128, 161;  23d, 
100,128,162;  24th,  133;  27th,  470;  28th,  133;  29th,  9, 20, 21, 27, 134, 265, 

301, 346, 348,  422, 433,  761;  32d,  27, 129, 158, 164, 273,  345, 418,  454,  760 ; 33d, 

9. 20. 21. 27. 39. 65. 134. 265,  301, 346,  348, 422,  433, 761 ; 34th,  128, 251;  36th, 

14, 38, 65, 134, 265, 301, 346, 348, 422, 433, 761 ; 37th,  129, 344, 421, 766 ; 38th, 
9,20,27,74,129,313;  40th,  19,  20,21,  423,  433,  761;  41st,  117,350. 
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Irwin,  Albert  A.  Mentioned 7(j8, 769 

Isabella,  Steamer.  Mentioned 629,637,644,645,654,656 

Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspond- 
ence with  John  M.  Schofield 319 

Ives,  Joseph  C.  Mentioned 871,873 

For  correspondence  as  Aide-de-Camp,  see  Jefferson  Davis. 

Izetta,  Steamer.  Mentioned 877 

J ackman,  S.  D.  Mentioned 23, 4 10, 516,  643, 644, 652, 677, 689, 968 

Jackson, . Mentioned 723 

Jackson,  Andrew.  Mentioned 343 

Jackson,  Bill.  Mentioned 575 

Jackson,  Congreve.  Mentioned 109,225 

Jackson,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  April 26,  1863.  Communications  from  Samuel 

R.  Curtis 255 

Jackson  County,  Mo. 

Aftairs  in,  Nov.  26-29,  1862.  Communications  from 

Blunt,  James  G 22 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 46 

Skirmish  in.  Sept.  15,  1863.  Communications  from  Tiiomas  Ewing,  jr 537 

Jacob  Strader,  Steamer.  Mentioned 881 

J acobi,  Arthur. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 544 

Mentioned *. 344,544 

Jacobs,  Annie,  Steamer.  Mentioned 634, 637, 650 

Jacobs,  R.  S.  Correspondence  with  John  McNeil 502 

James,  John.  Mentioned 320 

Jarboe,  D.  M.  Mentioned 289 

Jarrett,  John.  Mentioned !. 1099 

Jasper  County,  Mo.  Scout  into,  May  21-30, 1863.  Commuhications  from  James 

G.  Blunt. 297 

Jeans,  Beal  G.  Mentioned 846 

Jeffers,  William  L.  Mentioned 20,177,823,846,1079 

Jefferson  City,  Mo.  James  Totten  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of 

troops  in  vicinity  of 621,627 

Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  John  M. 

Schofield 618 

Jenkins,  Harriet.  Mentioned 695 

J enkins,  Wilton  A.  Mentioned 2G5,  346, 348,  422, 761 

Jenks,  James  D.  Mentioned 407 

Jennison,  Charles  R.  Mentioned 553,590,591,761 

Jennison,  Samuel  P.  Mentioned 766 

Jewell,  Mrs.  Mentioned 274 

Jewett,  Johnson  W.  Mentioned : 348,766 

Jobe,  Tom.  See  William  Logan. 

Johns,  Abijah.  Mentioned 716,724 

Johns,  David.* 

Correspondence  with 

Chivington,  John  M . . . 369 

Jones,  J.  H 369 

Van  Horn,  F 370 

Mentioned 371 

Johnson,  B.  A. 

Correspondence  with  John  Q.  Burh ridge 885 

Mentioned 905 
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Johnson,  C.  B. 

Correspondence  with  William  Steele 1020 

Mentioned - 777,779 

Johnson,  Charles  P.  Mentioned 503 

Johnson,  Curtis.  Mentioned 762 

Johnson,  Cyrus  H.  Mentioned 131,172 

Johnson,  F.  W. 

Correspondence  with  J.  M.  Hiatt 106 

Mentioned 105 

Johnson,  Harvey.  Mentioned 130 

Johnson,  Horace  B.  Mentioned 420 

Johnson,  James  J.  Mentioned 345 

Johnson,  James  M; 

Correspondence  with  John  McNeil 395 

Mentioned 78,149,415,418,763 

Johnson,  J.  J.  Correspondence  with  William  F.  Cloud 351 

Johnson,  J.  P. 

Consolidated  inspection  report  of  Trans-Mississippi  Department 1128 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GenoraPs  Office,  C.  S.  A 1060 

Carr,  C.  E 1137 

Huger,  Benjamin 1139 

O'Bannon,  L.  W 1134 

Price,  Sterling 1057 

Rhett,  Thomas  G 1140,1141 

Thomas,  William  H 1137 

Mentioned 1133 

Johnson,  L.  L.  Mentioned 1074 

Johnson,  Marshall  W.  Mentioned 345 

Johnson,  Robert  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Arkansas,  Governor  of 945, 958 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 1029,1035 

War  Department,  C.  S 788 

Mentioned 834,  835, 1005, 1023, 1028 

Johnson,  Thomas  C.  Correspondence  with  Isaac  Brinker 1145 

Johnson,  Waldo  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Hull,  Edward  B 890 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 865 

Mentioned 522, 865, 889,  890, 935, 1059, 1081 

Johnson,  William  R.  Mentioned 203 

Johnson,  W.  W.  Mentioned *. 1051 

Johnson  County,  Mo. 

Affair  in,  Ang.  25,  1863.  Communications  from  John  F.  Philips 474 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from  Bazel  F.  Lazear » 396 

Johnston,  Joseph  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson 1068 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 973 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A 1067 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 850,864,885,904,913,914,1053 

War  Department,  C.  S 971,988 

Mentioned 335, 353, 384, 453, 465, 522, 607, 850, 

857,  864,  868,  876,  881,832,895,913,914,928,937,973,974,1072,1087,1110 
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Jones,  C.  C.  Mentioned 330 

Jones,  Evan.  Mentioned 109 

Jones,  Fedelio  S.  Mentioned 425, 763, 766 

Jones,  James.  Mentioned 974 

Jones,  J.  H. 

Correspondence  with  David  Johns 369 

Mentioned 369 

Jones,  John.  Mentioned 350 

Jones,  Robert  B.  Mentioned 27 

Jones,  R.  M.  Correspondence  with  E Kirby  Smith 1021 

Jones,  William  C.  Mentioned 253 

Jordan,  H.  Mentioned 74 

Joslyn,  John  J.  Mentioned 427 

Joy,  Lewis  D. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 586,587 

Mentioned 389,  420, 490, 587, 598, 762 

Joynes,  Edward  S.  Mentioned  780 

Judson,  William  R. 

Correspondence  with  William  Weer 66 

Mentioned 130, 416, 419, 504 

Judy,  R.  S.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 325 

Julia,  Steamer.  Mentioned 575 

Julian,  Stephen  H.  Mentioned 62 

Jumper,  John. 

* Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 1120 

Mentioned 833 

Eaiser,  J.  B.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  A.  Davies 267 

Kanard,  Moty.  Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 1107,1118 

Kansas. 

Embraced  in  the  District  of  the  Border 666 

Military  departments  embracing 315,  666, 768 

Militia.  References  to *320, 491 

QnantrilPs  Raid  into,  Aug.  20-28,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 472, 477,  479, 480, 490 

Kansas,  Governor  of 467,470,508 

Lincoln,  Abraham 479 

Schofield,  John  M 469,  471, 482,  509 

Vaughan,  Richard  C 484 

War  Department,  U.  S 468 

Missouri  Republican.  Extract  from  the,  in  reference  to 554 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  Thomas 

Ewing,  jr ...1 656 

Kansas,  Department  of. 

Constituted,  and  limits  defined 768 

Curtis,  Samuel  R.,  assigned  to  command  of  the 763 

Kansas,  District  of. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from  John  M.  Schofield 319 

Limits  defined 185 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1863 : March  2,  139. 

Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  1,313;  No.  10,  226. 

Kansas,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Lincoln,  Abraham : 567 

McDowell,  J.  L 537 
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Kansas,  Governor  of— Continued.  Correspondence  with 

Schofield,  John  M 489,  491,  .508, 509, 520 

War  Department,  U.  S 407, 4G8, 470, 499 

Kansas,  Legislature  of.  Resolution  of  thanks  to  soldiers  and  officers G3 

Kansas  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— ^affer/es:  Hopkins’,"  131,347,419,  090, 7G3;  1st,  129,200, 
252,338,344;  2d,  130, 132, 347, 354,  379,  419,  690,  7G1, 7G3. 

Cavalry— /?e^//ne/7fs ; 2d,  38, 129, 130, 206, 245, 296, 298, 34G,  347,  418, 439, 463, 

463, 467, 517, 690, 691,  763, 1076, 1077, 1085, 1089  ; 5th,  134, 265, 301, 346,  348, 

420,  422, 433, 680, 682, 761, 858 ; 6th,  130-132, 200, 279, 297, 321-323, 328, 338, 

347, 354, 364, 379,  419, 420, 448, 675,  690,  693, 722,  763,  847,  1076, 1077,  1085  ; 

9th,  23, 131, 132,  144,218,249,260,  322,323,327,328,  347,360,  363,401,  419- 
421, 523,  761, 762 ; 14th,  354, 379, 419, 526, 690, 727, 755, 763 ; 15th,  491, 593, 
693,748,761,762,1025. 

.Infantry — Regiments  : 1st  {Colored),  218,  262,297,298,337,347,419,690,092, 

763;  2d  (Colored),  478, 690,  763;  lOth,  130, 200, 279, 344, 417, 477, 761;  11th, t 
130,  200,  279,  320-322,  338,  344,  364, 403,  419, 420, 448, 524,  .568, 647,  723,  748, 

761,  762;  12th,  23,  46,  101,  132,  321,  322,  338,  347,  354,  365,  419,  420,690, 

692,  714,  761,763;  13th,  129,  130,  201,  208,  297,  321,337,3.54,358,  364,379, 
419,690,763, 1076. 

Militia — Companies : Douglas  County,  320 ; Johnson  County,  320  ; Miami 
County,  320;  Morris  County,  320 ; Osage  County,  320;  Wyandotte 
County,  320. 

Kaskaskia,  Steamer.  Mentioned 454, 906, 908 

Kauffman,  Albert  B.  Mentioned 756,763 

Kay,  R.  For  correspondence  as  Adjutant  of  Battalion,  see  Solomon  G.  Kitchen. 

Kehoe,  Miles.  Mentioned 130 

Keis,  John.  Mentioned 129, 417 

Keith,  James  A.  Mentioned 547 

Kelly,  Sergeant.  Mentioned 542 

Kelly^  George  W.  Mentioned 410, 419, 425, 629, 632, 636, 644, 645 

Kelly,  Morgan.  Mentioned 418, 578 

Kelso,  John  R.  Mentioned 330 

Kelton,  John  C.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Army  Readguarters. 

Kempinsky,  A.  Mentioned  766 

Kennedy,  Miss.  Mentioned 737 

Kennedy,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned 132, 347, 419 

Kent,  Daniel. 

Correspondence  with 

Schofield,  John  M ^ 155 

Weer,  William 182, 187 

Mentioned 130, 144, 156, 167, 189, 202 

Kerber,  Charles.  Mentioned 214,346,764 

Kersner,  Jonathan.  Mentioned 760 

Kettle,  James  G.  Mentioned 329,346 

Keys,  Riley.  Mentioned 109 

Killen,  Thomas  P.  Mentioned 300, 347 

Killingsworth,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 845 

Kimball,  Nathan. 

Assignments  to  command 530 

Mentioned 384, 386, 394, 

395,  407,  408,  410, 414,  422, 424, 431, 453, 501, 530, 585, 673, 674, 687, 700, 709 
Relieved  from  command  of  the  Provisional  Division,  16th  Army  Corps 431 


* Attaclied  to  2il  Kansas  Cavalry.  October,  1863,  designated  3d  Kansas  Battery, 
t Became  11th  Kansas  Cavalry  in  August,  1863. 
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Kincaid,  Geor§e  W.  Mentioned 129, 299, 341, 416, 421, 504, 585, 687, 759, 766 

King,  Austin  A.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

Lineoln,  Abraham 485 

McNeil,  John 592 

Sanborn,  John  B 704 

Mentioned 343,603 

King,  C.  P.  Mentioned 1113 

King,  John.  Mentioned 975 

King,  Walter.  Mentioned 200,219,269,343,460 

King,  W.  M.  Mentioned 672 

Kingsbury,  Ezra  W.  Mentioned 417 

Kingsley,  George.  Mentioned 390,392 

Kinney,  Peter.  Mentioned 133 

Kinsman,  William  H.  Mentioned 128 

Kirk,  John.  Mentioned 973 

Kirkwood,  Samuel  J.  Mentioned 117, 179, 180 

Kitchen,  Solomon  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Bnrbridge,  John  Q ' 936 

Greene,  Colton 1068, 1069 

Marmaduke,  John  S 819, 920, 939, 943, 947, 1112 

Mentioned 332, 382, 383, 427,  819, 846, 850, 867, 869, 875, 880, 

905, 919, 921, 923, 929, 934, 937, 938, 943,  950,  954,  956, 1079, 1080, 1111-1114 

Kittredge,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 65, 134, 265, 346, 348, 422, 761 

Kizer,  Fernando  C.  ^lentioned 724,761 

Klauss,  Martin.  Mentioned 128, 162 

Knowles,  Daniel  C.  Mentioned 419,761 

Krez,  Conrad.  . Mentioned 423, 760 

Kunkel,  Jerome.  Mentioned 420,566,762 

Kutzner,  Edward  A.  Mentioned 329,  348 

Lacy, . Mentioned 712 

Ladd,  E.  D.  Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 529 

La  Fayette  County,  Mo. 

Affairs  in,  Nov.  26-29,  1862.  Communications  from 

Blunt,  James  G 22 

Curtis,  Samuel  E 46 

Scout  in,  Sept.  22-25,  1863.  Communications  from  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 541 

La  Grange,  Oscar  H.  Mentioned 158,226 

Laing,  John  M.  Mentioned 761 

Lane,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Lincoln,  Abraham 475,479 

Stockton,  JobB 538 

Mentioned 11,195,201, 

479, 487, 488, 490, 508, 521, 531,  538,  552,  553, 555, 559, 590, 591, 640, 690, 757 

Lane,  W.  P. 

Correspondence  with  William  Steele 827,830 

Mentioned 834 

Lanier,  Luke. 

Correspondence  with  Chester  Harding,  jr 456 

Mentioned 457 

Lanigan,  Thomas.  Mentioned 884, 1053 

Lany,  Arch.  M.  Correspondence  with  John  McNeil 502 
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Latham,  Robert  B.  Mentioned 760 

Latham,  William  H.  Correspondence  with  John  McNeil 502 

Laton,  Rhoda.  Mentioned 825 

Laughlin,  Rankin  G.  Mentioned 130 

Laurant,  C.  G.  Mentioned 378,681,691 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  McNeil. 

Lawrence,  Kans.  Massacre  at,  Ang.  21,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 472 

Kansas,  Governor  of ' 467,470,489 

Lane,  James  H 475 

Lincoln,  Abraham 488 

Schofield,  John  M 471,488,491 

Wilder,  A.  C 475 

Missouri  Democrat.  Extract  from  the,  in  reference  to 487, 551 

Missouri  Republican.  Extract  from  the,  in  reference  to 549, 555 

Lawrence,  R.  J.  Correspondence  with 

Marmaduke,  John  S 898 

Mhoon,  John 907 

Lawther,  Robert  R.  Mentioned 1043 

Layton,  F.  Correspondence  with  Clinton  B.  Fisk 574 

Lazear,  Bazel  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Brown,  Egbert  B 614,734 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 363, 393, 396, 518 

Totten,  James 635 

Mentioned 129, 269, 343, 541, 545, 608, 626, 629, 632, 635, 636, 644, 645, 703, 722 

Leavenworth,  Jesse  H. 

Corresj)ondence  with 

Blunt,  Janies  G... 316 

Commanding  Officer  of  troops  on  the  Santa  F6  road 361 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 335,  339,  360,  400,  401 

Sumner,  Edwin  V 172 

Mentioned 334, 400,  420,  532 

Leavenworth,  Kans.  Martial  law  in 218, 226, 487 

Leavenworth,  Kans.,  Mayor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Blunt,  James  G * 218 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 33,5389,390 

Schofield,  John  M 520 

Leavenworth  County,  Kans.  Martial  law  in 388-.390 

Leavenworth  Weekly  Conservative.  Extracts  from  the 582, 584 

Lebanon,  Mo.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  John  M.  Scho- 
field  615,619 

Lee,  J.  V.  Mentioned 847 

Lee,  Roberts.  Mentioned 353,880,918,921,928,937 

Lee,  Roswell  W.  Mentioned 833, 843 

Lee,  Stephen  D.  Mentioned 516 

Lee,  Stephen  J.  Mentioned 874,884,922,949,1052 

Leeper,  William  T. 

Correspondence  with  Clinton  B.  Fisk 600, 

676,  678,  715-717,  719, 721, 724, 729, 734,  740,  745,  747,  748 

Mentioned 99, 600, 679, 749, 766 

Le  Flore,  Campbell.  Mentioned 1100 

Le  Flore,  M.  Mentioned 1064 
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Leighton,  George  E. 

Correspondence  with  Eugene  A.  Carr 77 

Mentioned 44  621 

Leonard,  D.  G.  Mentioned 634 

Leonard,  Reeves. 

Correspondence  with  Odon  Guitar 634,637 

Mentioned 343, 637, 639, 644-646,  643, 649,  654-656 

Lewis,  James  M.  Mentioned' 21,134,761 

Lewis,  Warner.  Mentioned 849 

Lexington,  Mo.  Siege  of,  Sept.  13-20,  1861.  Use  of  haled  hemp  during  the. 
Communications  from 

Price,  Sterling 1146 

Reid,  John 1146 

Lexington,  Mo.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  Thomas 

Ewing,  jr 509,609 

Liberty,  Steamer.  Mentioned 881 

Lieber,  Francis.  Mentioned 237 

Lincoln,  Abraham. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 488 

Blow,H.  T 281,366 

Broadhead,  J.  O 375 

Brown,  B.  Gratz 23 

Comingo,  A 485 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 6, 17,  30,  32,  42,  88 

Drake,  Charles  D.,  et  al 281, 604 

Kansas,  Governor  of 567 

King,  Austin  A.,jr 485 

Lane,  James  H 475, 479 

Missouri,  Citizens  of 3 

Missouri,  Governor  of .* 17, 184,584 

Schofield,  John  M 293, 301, 330, 331, 366,  373, 

383, 386, 479,  482, 585, 588, 589,  591, 595, 601, 663, 666, 677, 680, 697, 701, 1143 

Vaughan,  Richard  C 485 

War  Department,  U.  S 277, 745, 757 

Wilder,  A.  C 475,479 

Mentioned 11,  17,26,41,44,64,65,78,82, 

92,99,104,122,176,177,  180,  181,  195,  211,  216,  230,242,277,278,285,288, 
290,  292,  319, 358, 359, 399, 475, 479,  485,  491, 508, 513, 521, 546, 548, 550-555, 
558, 563-565, 571, 574, 581-584, 597, 636, 666,  689,  736, 754, 768, 786, 826, 880 

Lindsay,  James.  Mentioned 146 

Lindsay,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 647 

Mentioned 723,  724 

Lindsay,  Lycurgus.  Mentioned 763 

Lindsey,  J.  D.  Mentioned 948 

Lindsey,  William  H.  Mentioned 420 

Lippert,  Lothar.  Mentioned 71,299,418,443 

Lippincott,  Charles  E.  Mentioned 128, 161 

Lisenby,  John  W.  Mentioned 130,565 

List,  Sally,  Steamer.  Mentioned 476 

Little  Crow,  Mentioned 116, 123,  289, 306, 449 

Little,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned 420 

Littlepage,  Charles.  Mentioned 973 
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Little  Ravens.  Mentioned — - 533 

Littler,  Robert  M.  Mentioned 350 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Advance  of  the  Union  forces  upon,  etc.^  Aug.  1-Sept.  14,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters - 512-514, 516 

Bache,  G.  M 444 

Burhridge,  John  Q 944 

Davidson  JohnW 424, 430,  435,  438,  442,  454 

Dobhin,  Archibald  S 998 

Fisk,  Clinton  B - - 459 

Frost,  D.  M 976, 978, 983, 995, 998, 1015 

Grant,  U.S 465 

Haines,  T.  J 516 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 424, 429-431, 435, 

447, 452, 453, 461,  462, 464,  469, 490, 501, 510, 512, 515, 516, 518-520, 530 

Kitchen,  S.  G 943, 947 

McCutchan,  W.  T 975 

McNeil,  John 492 

McPherson,  James  B 536 

Marmaduke,  John  S 943,1015 

Montgomery,  M 458 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 429 

Phelps,  S.  L 522 

Porter,  David  D 430 

Price,  Sterling 977-979, 982, 985, 991, 997, 998, 1001, 1015 

Schofield,  John  M.  423, 424, 426, 427, 431, 449,  465, 499, 506, 510, 513,  539, 576 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 976, 979, 982, 1014 

Smith,  John  E 536,5.37 

Steele,  Frederick 441, 443, 454, 457, 468,  475,  501, 506, 513, 543 

Totten,  James 500 

True,  J ames  M 470 

Walker,  L.  M 976,978,982 

Steele,  Frederick,  assumes  command  of  expedition 432 

Union  troops.  Organization,  strength,  etc, 

Aug.,  1863 505 

Sept.  10,  1863 523 

Capture  of.  Sept.  10,  1863.  Communications  from  John  M.  Schofield 539 

Contemplated  advance  of  Union  forces  upon.  Communications  from  John 

T.  Fisher 905 

Davidson,  John  W.,  assigned  to  command  of,  and  vicinity 523 

Littleton,  Henry  A.  Mentioned 74 

Livingston,  J.  H.  Mentioned 259 

Livingston,  Robert  R. 

Assignments  to  command 627,  726 

Correspondence  with 

Callender,  Franklin  D 251 

Davidson,  John  W 158, 169, 174, 175 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 733 

Schofield,  John  M 712,  725,  750,  756 

Mentioned 1J8, 175, 

178, 187, 221, 263, 299,  415,  417, 503,  621,  627,  686, 726, 735, 740,  747, 759,  763 

Relieved  from  command  of  the  District  of  Saint  Louis 726 

77  R R— YOL  XXII,  PT  II 
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Livingston,  Thomas  R. 

Correspondence  with  Sterling  Price 849 

Mentioned 33, 48, 109, 193, 282, 296-298, 311, 330, 393,  412, 894, 895 

Loan,  Ben. 

Correspondence  with 

Catherwood,  E.  C 63 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 78,  111,  124, 183, 194, 219, 269, 278 

Missouri,  Adjutant-General  of 97 

Mullins,  Alexander  W 294 

Penick,  William  R 111,183 

Schofield,  John  M ' 294 

Mentioned 50,110, 127, 132, 136, 137, 184, 200, 223, 245, 296, 299, 302, 315, 327 

Relieved  from  command  of  the  District  of  Central  Missouri 315 

Lockwood,  William  F.  Mentioned 403, 404 

Logan,  Samuel  M.  Mentioned 214,346 

Logan,  William.  Mentioned 599 

Lonergan,  Patrick  F.  Mentioned 686 

Long,  J.  O.  Mentioned 843 

Longstreet,  James.  Mentioned 4 921,937 

Loring,  Horace  G.  Mentioned 322 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  James  G.  Blunt. 

Loring,  William  W.  Mentioned 696 

Losee,  J.  G.  Mentioned 390 

Louisiana.  Proclamation  to  the  people  of.  E.  Kirhy  Smith 995 

Louisiana,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  E.  Kirhy  Smith 935 

Louisiana  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry— Compa/?/es:  Denson’s,  810,832,1067;  Saint  Martin’s  Rangers, 

1067^ 

Love,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned 711,718 

Love,  Wilson.  Correspondence  with  E.  Kirhy  Smith 1117 

Lovell,  Julius.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Thomas  A.  Davies, 

Lower  Arkansas,  Defenses  of.  Confederate  troops  in.  Organization, 

strength,  etc..  May  31,  1863 851 

Lubbock,  Francis  R.  Mentioned i-  805,935,964,989,1004,1005 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Texas,  Governor  of. 

Lucas,  Edward  W.  Mentioned 128 

Lucas,  N.B.  Mentioned 101,108 

Luminary,  Steamer.  Mentioned 877 

Luster,  . Mentioned 426 

Lykins,  W.  H.  R.  Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schoheld 529 

Lyle,  Dr.  Mentioned 723 

Lynch,  Captain.  Mentioned 1030 

Lynde,  Edv/ard. 

Correspondence  with 

Blunt,  James  G 222 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 566,616,661,732 

Mentioned 29, 222,  347, 611,  626,  762 

Lyon,  Nathaniel.  Mentioned 581 

Lyons,  Lord.  Mentioned 306 

McAfee,  Charles  B.  Mentioned 570 

McAllister  R.  Mentioned 99 

McCabe,  Henry.  Mentioned 599 

McCamant^  J.  D.  Mentioned  ........ .... 1037 
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Me  Chord,  James  H.  Mentioned 174 

McClanahan,  Perry  D.  Mentioned 143, 175 

McClernand,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 26,41,60,72 

Gorman,  Willis  A 53 

Mentioned 26,  31, 32,  43, 52, 53,  68,  72, 110 

McConnel,  Henry  L. 

Correspondence  with  John  W.  Davidson 174 

Mentioned 235 

McCormick,  James  R.  Mentioned 766 

McCoy,  John.  Mentioned 140,141 

McCracken,  M.  W.  Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 406 

McCray,  T.  H.  Mentioned 964,965, 1081, 1082, 1086 

McCubbin,  John  Pleasant.  Mentioned 695 

MdCulloch,  Henry  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Magruder,  John  B 1024, 1047, 1065 

Smith,  E.  Kirhy 1072 

Steele,  William 1042, 1044-1047, 1065, 1076, 1081 

Mentioned - 6, 27, 54, 155, 156, 216, 

772,  846,  985,  999,  1021,  1022,  1030,10.36,1037,1047,1081,1083,1084,1131 

McCullough,  John.  Mentioned 299 

McCune,  John  S.  Mentioned 272 

McCune,  John  S.,  Mrs.  Mentioned 272 

McCurtain,  J.  Mentioned 1085 

McCutchan,  W.  T.  Correspondence  with  John  S.  Marmaduke 975 

McDonald,  Alexander.  Mentioned 692,727 

McDowell,  J.  L.  Correspondence  with  Governor  of  Kansas 537 

McFarland,  John  D.  Mentioned 766 

MePerran,  James. 

Correspondence  with 

Brown,  Egbert  B 746 

Burris,  Milton 456 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 434 

Mullins,  Alexander  W 448 

Mentioned Ill,  125,  132, 269,  377,  420,  743,  758,  764 

McGee,  William  V.  Mentioned 420 

P/EcGehee,  J.  H.  Mentioned 792,793 

McGhee,  Joseph  H. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 455 

Mentioned 343 

McGinnis,  George  F. 

Mentioned 133,826 

Speech  of,  in  Helena,  Ark 826 

McIntosh,  Chilly. 

Correspondence  with  William  Steele 1078 

Mentioned 770,  832,  1078 

McIntosh,  David  N.  Mentioned 7,  .56, 61, 62, 101, 163, 770, 832 

Mack,  Roan  E.  M.  Mentioned 351 

McKean,  Thomas  J. 

Assumes  command  of  the  District  of  Northeastern  Missouri 86 

Mentioned 86, 127, 131, 188, 259, 263, 342, 347,  416,  421, 504,  585, 687, 759,  765 
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McKee,  David. 

Correspondence  with 

Cloud,  William  F 225 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 244 

Mentioned 263 

McKee,  William.  Mentioned 366,373-375,383 

McKenzie,  James.  Mentioned 095 

McKenzie,  John.  Mentioned 695 

Mackey,  Cynis  H.  Mentioned 346,348,761 

Mackey,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned 347,421,764 

Mackey,  T.  J.  Mentioned 843^  1037 

McKinney,  A.  Mentioned 795 

McKinsey,  James.  Mentioned 129 

McKinstry,  Justus.  Mentioned 44 

McKissock,  Thomas.  Mentioned • 030 

McLain,  William  D.  Mentioned 131^  421 

• McLane,  William  H.  Mentioned 578 

McLaren,  Alexander.  Mentioned 131 

McLaren,  Robert  M.  Mentioned 707 

McLean,  James  K.  Mentioned 505,585 

Maclean,  Lauchlan  A.  Mentioned 811,11.30 


For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  D.  M.  Frost;  'also  Sterling  Price. 


McLean,  William  E. 

Assignments  to  command 43I 

Mentioned 265, 346, 348, 349, 422,  431 , 433, 442, 501 , 505, 523,  761 

Macliti,  R.  B.  Mentioned II39 

McMahan,  Captain.  Mentioned 073 

MacMurray,  Junius  W.  Mentioned 705 

McMurtrey,  Captain.  Mentioned 1091 

McNaughten,  S.  S.  Mentioned 523 

McNeil,  John. 

Assignments  to  command 666 

Assumes  command  of  the  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri. 378 

Co-operation  with  Alexander  Asboth 255, 257, 2*39 

Correspondence  with 

Bishop,  Albert  W 665 

Blunt,  James  G 437 

Buford,  N.  B 259 

Campbell,  Hugh  J 514 

Cloud,  William  F 438, 466, 517 

Commanding  Officer  detachment  of  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry 593 

Cosgrove,  John 437 

Davidson,  John  W 143, 145, 158, 159, 175, 177, 178, 219, 226 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 671 

Gravely,  Joseph  J... 671 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 517, 526, 633 

Holland,  Colly  B 425,592 

Jacobs,  R.  S 502 

Johnson,  J.  M 395 

King,  Austin  A.,  jr 592 

Lany,  Arch.  M 502 

Latham,  William  H 502 

Mount  Vernon,  Mo.,  Commanding  Officer  at 593 

Philips,  John  F 412 


INDEX. 


1221 


Pago. 

McNeil,  John — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Phillips,  William  A 754 

Price,  John  C 570 

Schofield,  JohnM 377,399,439,441, 

445,  449, 492,  517, 534,  637, 645, 657, 670, 685,  690, 695,  727,  737,  740,  752,  755 

Steele,  William 737,738 

Mentioned 3, 5, 44, 129, 143, 146, 152, 157, 158, 164, 165, 

169, 173-175, 187, 232, 233, 245, 248, 250-255, 257, 258, 263, 273, 299, 307,  415, 
416, 418, 439, 504,  526, 539,  585,  588, 588,  596,  608,  616, 631, 650, 658,  660,  664- 
666,  668,  681, 682,  689,  690,  693, 704,  705, 728, 729, 733, 735, 737-739, 742, 747, 
758,  759,  763,  812,  818,  841,  852,  885,  944,  954,  1065,  1079,  1080,  1089, 1131 

Relieved  from  command  of  the  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri 666 

Staft*.  Announcements  of 378 

McNulta,  John.  Mentioned 130,168 

McNutt,  John.  Mentioned 538 

McPhaill,  Samuel.  Mentioned 350 

McPheeters,  Samuel  B.  Mentioned 6,26,42 

McPheeters,  William  M. 

Correspondence  with  Sterling  Price 927 

Mentioned 811 

McPherson,  James  B. 

Correspondence  wuth 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 536 

Smith,  John  E 536,575 

Mentioned 696,  739, 1028 

McQueen,  A.  G.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Washington  F.  Geiger. 

McRae,  Dandridge. 

Correspondence  with  Sterling  Price 811,  831, 886, 888, 900, 928 

Mentioned 678,  701,  707,  715-719,  733,  781, 793,  832, 849, 

891,  892,  896,  897,  899,  903,  911,916,920,1015,1029,1035,1050,1051,1066 

“ Madison.’’  Mentioned 665 

Magee,  George  W.  Mentioned 162 

Magruder,  D.  L.  Mentioned 155,  364 

Magruder,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Bankhead,  Smith  P 922, 965, 972, 975, 977, 981, 985, 1026 

McCulloch,  Henry  E 1024, 1047, 1065 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 814, 955, 963, 982, 994, 1003 

Steele,' William 805 

Mentioned 578, 800,  818, 847, 851, 925, 941, 948, 952, 967, 988,  993, 995, 1000, 1003, 

1014,  1022,  1024,  1045-1049,  1056,  1063,  1082,  1083,  1088, 1129, 1131, 1132 

Mahana,  Bradley.  Mentioned 767 

Maize,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 126 

Major,  E.  D.  Mentioned 235 

Major,  John  C.  Mentioned 301, 346, 348,  422, 761 

Major,  J.  P.  Mentioned 988, 989, 999, 1014 

Malcombe,  W.  T.  Mentioned 1067 

Mallory,  S.  R.  Mentioned 1031 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  C.  S. 

Manning,  T.  C.  Mentioned 1004, 1005 

Manter,  F.  H.  Mentioned 436,475 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Frederick  Steele. 

Marcella,  Steamer.  Mentioned 541 
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Marchbanks,  William  H.  Mentioned 455, 732 

Marcy,  William  L.  Mentioned 240 

Markham,  William.  Mentioned 766 

Marks,  Samuel  B.  Mentioned 760 

Marmaduke,  John  S. 

Assignments  to  command 851 

Correspondence  with 

Boggess,  E.  O 1080 

Burbridge,  John  Q 836, 881, 884, 904, 918, 923, 929, 934, 944 

Cabell,  William  L 1090, 1091, 1093 

Carter,  George  W 836, 845, 850, 857 

Cearnal,  J.  T 814 

Dobbin,  Archibald  S 1042 

Ellison,  J '954 

Ewing,  Henry 1111, 1113 

Frost,  D.  M 1000 

Greene,  Colton 808, 811-814, 817, 818, 822, 876,  878, 881, 889 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H . : 786, 788-790, 793,  794, 924, 930, 938, 1069 

Kitchen,  Solomon  G 819, 920, 939, 943, 947, 1112 

Lawrence,  E.  J 898 

McCutchan,  W.  T 975 

Monroe,  James  C 1027 

Newton,  Eobert  C 1043 

Price,  Sterling 861, 867,  870, 873, 

879,  886,  888, 891, 892, 896-698, 900, 917, 937, 942, 943, 1001, 1015, 1069, 1070 

Eeves,  Timothy 866,880 

Eust,  William  M 1031 

Schofield,  John  M 436 

Shelby,  Joseph  O 818, 900, 901, 923, 1099 

Walker,  James  A 950 

Walker,  L.  Marsh 976,978 

Wood,  Eobert  C 835,  836,  842, 1109 

Mentioned 9, 28, 30, 33-38, 43,  49, 52, 55, 56, 67, 68, 73, 76, 107, 109, 124, 126, 

140, 141, 144-147, 150-153, 155-159, 165, 167-169, 174, 175, 177, 178, 182, 183, 
187, 189, 190, 195-197, 199-210, 216, 218-220, 225, 227, 228, 231-233, 247, 248, 
251, 254, 255, 257, 269,  270, 273, 275, 276, 278, 285,  308-311, 315-317,  329,  332, 
335,  338,  341,  350,  361,  367,  382,  410,  414,  415,  423-425,  442,  443,  449,  454,  455, 
459,  469, 475, 492,  506,  513,  537, 543,  560, 580,  646,  648,  657, 658,  674,  675, 
680-682,  684,  699-701, 724, 740, 755,  810, 824, 832, 836,  841,  844-846,  848,  850, 
851, 856, 862, 863,  867,  869, 871, 875,  878, 881, 886, 888, 890-892, 897, 899,  901, 
903,  908,911,923,929,  934,937,938,942,  951,963,982,  986,995,1029,  1048, 
1049, 1054-1056, 1058, 1059, 1068, 1081, 1082, 1084, 1086, 1099,1113,1127,1130 
Marmaduke’s  Expeditions  into  Missouri.  See  Missouri.  Marmaduke's  Ex- 
peditions into. 

Marr,  James.  Mentioned 130 

Mars,  Steamer.  Mentioned 544 

Marsh,  Asbury  C.  Mentioned ? 766 

Marsh,  C.W.  Mentioned 293,364,393 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff  and  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  M.  Schofield. 

Marsh,  Josiah  F.  Mentioned 758,764 

Marshall,  Mo.  Action  at,  Oct.  13, 1863.  Communications  from 

Brown,  Egbert  B 651 

Denny,  Alexander  F 651 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 656 
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Marshall,  Mo.  Action  at,  Oct.  13,  1863 — Continned.  Communications  from 

Hall,  George  H 651 

Schofield,  John  M 649,650 

See  also  Shelby's  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863. 

Marshall,  J.  W.  Mentioned 672,  673 

Marshall,  Thomas  A.  Mentioned 1146 

Marshall,  William  R.  Mentioned 350,495 

Marston,  B.  W.  Mentioned 870 

Martial  Law. 

Leavenworth,  Kans 218,226.487 

Leavenworth  County,  Kans 388-390 

Missouri,  Department  of  the 357, 547,  571 

Martin,  Leonard.  Mentioned 343 

Martin,  L.  M.  Mentioned 833, 865, 1019, 1020, 1037, 1042, 1046, 1047, 1056 

Martin,  William  A.  Mentioned 761 

Mason,  William  B.  Mentioned 263,299,342,761 

Miathews,  . Mentioned 723 

Matthews,  George  O.  Mentioned 271 

Matthews,  Henry  M.  Mentioned 220 

Matthews,  James  L.  Mentioned 18 

Mans,  Charles  B.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  A.  Davies 668 

Maxey,  Samuel  B. 

Assignments  to  command 970, 1094 

Corresijondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith 1112 

Mentioned 816,  970, 1094, 1127, 1129 

May,  Dwight.  Mentioned 422 

May,  G.  Allen.  Mentioned 760 

Mayfield,  Robert.  Mentioned 412 

Maynard,  Henry  J.  Mentioned 149, 166, 283 

Maynard,  Joseph  S.  Mentioned 131 

Meade,  George  G.  Mentioned 918, 921 

Meek,  William  L.  Mentioned 448 

Meeker,  Stephen  M.  Mentioned 760 

Meem,  J.  G.,  jr.  Mentioned ' ,799 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Quartermaster- General’s 
Office,  U.S.A. 

Meisner,  Charles  P.  Mentioned 129,345 

Melcher,  S.  H.  Mentioned 364 

Melton,  R.  H.  Mentioned 446 

Melton,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned 1127 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Memminger,  Charles  G.  Mentioned 855,952,991,1029,1031,1039,1040 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Treasury  Department  C.  S. 

Memphis,  Belle,  Steamer.  Mentioned 792 

Memphis,  City  of,  Steamer.  Mentioned 877 

Merrick,  W.  Mentioned 1005 

Merrill,  Lewis. 

Correspondence  with 

Davidson,  John  W 382,565 

Stone,  William  M 36 

Mentioned 16, 24, 38,  50,  .345, 415, 418, 741, 755, 760 

Merrill,  Samuel.  Mentioned 128, 161 

Messmore,  Isaac  E.  Mentioned 90 

Metz,  Edward.  Mentioned 761 
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Meyer,  Charles  A.  Mentioned 503 

Meyers,  George.  Mentioned  183 

Mhoon,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Lawrence,  R.  J 907 

Price,  Sterling 888,911 

Mentioned 811, 860 

Michigan  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry— ; 12th,  422, 432, 760. 

Militia. 

Arkansas 8, 78 

Iowa 179 

Kansas 320,491 

Missouri 16, 73, 95, 97, 119,  230, 245, 259, 

271,  318,  322,  329, 451, 537,  542,  550, 556-565, 577,  593,  621,  667,  679, 708,  751 

Missouri  Enrolled.  John  M.  Schofield  assigned  to  command  of  the 296,  .577 

Milks,  Henry  B.  Mentioned 765 

Millard,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 350, 767 

Miller,  George  W.  Mentioned 558 

Miller,  Lewis  P.  Mentioned 492,493,766 

Miller,  Nicholas.  Mentioned 1091 

Miller,  Stephen. 

Assignments  to  command 708 

Correspondence  with  John  Pope 429,  435,  449,  453,  495 

Mentioned 371,494,708 

Miller,  W.  D.  Mentioned 973 

Miller,  William  H.  Mentioned 130,266,417 

Mills,  James  K. 

Correspondence  with  John  W.  Davidson 313 

Mentioned 341,345,417 

Mills,  Madison.  Mentioned 155 

Milroy,  Robert  H.  Mentioned 882, 892 

Miner,  F.  W.  Mentioned 62 

Miner,  Nelson.  Mentioned 767 

Minnesota  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— i?affer/es  : 3d,  350, 767. 

Cavalry — Battalions : Hatch’s,  494,  496,  498, 569,  729,  730,  767.  Regiments : 

1st,  350,464,493,498,499;  2d,  767. 

Infantry — Regiments:  3d,  423,  433, 760 ; 6th,  350,767;  7th,  350,766;  8th, 

350, 767  ; 9th,  350, 642, 764-766 ; 10th,  350, 766, 767. 

Minter,  J.  F.  Mentioned 799,831,870,1066,1074 

Miserez,  Peter  J.  Mentioned 420 

Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana,  Department  of.  (Confederate.) 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863  : No.  58,  791. 

Price,  Sterling,  relieved  from  duty  with  the 791 

Mississippi  River. 

Destruction  of  hoats  on  the.  Communications  from  Joseph  F.  Barton 791 

Obstruction  of  the  navigation  of.  Communications  from  War  Depart- 
ment, C.  S 852 

Missouri. 

Affairs  iii,  generally.  Communications  from 

/ Allen,  James 325 

Comingo,  A 485 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 42, 43,  48,  50, 194, 208 
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Missouri — Continued. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 481 

Hall,  Willard  P 677 

Judy,  R.  S 325 

King,  Austin  A.,  jr 485 

Lincoln,  Abraham 585,604,680,1145 

Schofield,  John  M 581, 677, 688, 697, 701 

Vaughan,  R.  C 485 

Assessment  of  citizens  of.  Communications  from 

Lincoln,  Abraham 17 

Merrill,  Lewis 16 

War  Department,  U.  S 64 

Changes  in  the  military  districts  of,  ordered - 70 

Citizens  of.  Correspondence  with  Abraham  Lincoln 3 

Confederate  raids  in.  Communications  from  C.  Franklin 1058 

Marmaduke’s  Expeditions  into. 

Dec.  31,  1862 — Jan.  25,  1863.  Communications  from 

Brown,  Egbert  B 38 

Cloud,  William  F 32 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 26, 30-32, 52, 71 

Davidson,  John  W 67 

Gower,  James  O 62 

Herron,  Francis  J 34 

Huston,  Daniel,  jr 34 

Merrill,  Lewis 36 

Philips,  John  F 37 

Phillips,  William  A 32 

Schofield,  John  M 28, 30, 38 

Warren,  Fitz  Henry 29,49 

Weer,  William 35 

April  17-May  2,  1863.  Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 254 

Asboth,  Alexander 257 

Buford,  Napoleon  B 259 

Clarkson,  T.  S 164 

Cloud,  William  F 207,230 

Crandall,  Lee 840 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 157, 

196,  203, 227, 235, 236, 244, 245, 248, 250, 251 , 253-256, 258 

Davidson,  John  W 157, 175, 219, 220, 232, 233, 254, 273 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 257 

Geiger,  Washington  F 168 

Greene,  Colton 817,818,822 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 197, 219 

Herron,  Francis  J 196 

199, 201, 204-207, 209, 218, 228-230,  233-236, 247, 251, 252, 254 

Livingston,  Robert  R 169, 174 

McConnel,  Henry  L 174 

McKee,  David 225 

McNeil,  John 159, 175, 177, 178 

O’Reilly,  Luke 251 

Phelps,  S.  L 246 

Schofield,  John  M 126, 155, 156, 167 
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Missouri — Continued. 

Marmaduke’s  Expeditions  into. 

April  17-May  2,  1863.  Communications  from 

. Tyler,  John  F 203,232,250,251 

Weer,  WiUiam ....  182, 201, 206, 209, 216, 228, 229, 234, 236, 252, 257, 261, 262 
See  also  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  Action  at,  April  26,  1863. 

# Military  departments  embracing 70, 185,  315,  355,  362,  378,  570, 726,  803 

Militia.  Eeferences  to 16, 73, 95, 97, 119, 230, 245, 259, 

271,  318,  322,  329, 451,  537, 542, 550, 556, 565,  577,  593, 621,  667,  679, 708, 751 

Ordinance  defining  qualifications  of  voters  and  civil  officers  in 669 

See  also  Slielhy^s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863. 

Missouri,  Adjutant-General  of. 

Correspondence  vrith 

Bartholow,  Thomas  J 95 

Loan’  Ben 97 

Orders,  General,  series  1863 : No.  4,  70 ; No.  7,  119;  No.  17,  296. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863 : No.  4,  40. 

Missouri,  Central,  District  of. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Brown,  Egbert  B 694, 695 

Graham,  George 599 

Hall,  George  H 722 

Vaughan,  Richard  C 743 

Brown,  E.  B.,  assigned  to  command  of  the 315 

Hall,  George  H.,  assigned  to  temporary  command  of  the 716 

Limits  extended 570 

Loan,  Ben.,  relieved  from  command  of  the 315 

Movement  of  troops  in  the.  Communications  from  Egbert  B.  Brown 749 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1863':  No.  6,  509. 

Orders,  General,  series  1863;  No.  3,  64. 

Missouri,  Citizens  of.  Correspondence  with  Abraham  Lincoln 3 

Missouri  Democrat. 

Editors  of  the.  Correspondence  with  "W.  M.  Smallwood 558 

Extracts  from  the 487, 551, 555, 558, 559, 562, 503 

Missouri,  Department  of  the. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 84, 107, 269 

Dick,  F.  A 45 

Phillips,  William  A 06 

Schofield,  John  M 595,597,689 

Curtis,  Samuel  R. 

Relieved  from  command  of  the 

Relinquishes  command  of  the - 

Habeas  corpus.  Suspension  of  the  writ  of,  in  the.  Communications  from 

John  M.  Schofield - 

Martial  law  in  the ^67, 547, 571 

Orders,  series  1863  : No.  63,  391. 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1863:  Oct.  9,  627 ; Dec.  25,  751. 

Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  4,29;  No.  5,  36;  No.  6,  40;  No.  11,  99; 

No.  12,  102;  Nos.  13, 14,  122;  No.  20,  154;  No,  22,  181;  No. 

24,  185 ; No.  30,  237 ; No.  41,  292;  No.  42,  293;  No.  43,  295 ; 

No.  47,  312;  No.  48,  315;  No.  61,  355;  Nos.  62  , 63,  357;  No. 

64,  359;  No.  69,  J64;  No.  75,  408;  No.  79,  432;  No.  85,  470; 

No.  86,  474 ; No.  89,  481 ; No.  91,  503;  No.  92,  511 ; No.  96, 
546,582;  Nos.  101, 102,  577;  No.  103,  580;  No.  118,  666;  No. 

120,  668;  No.  130,  696;  No.  137,  710. 


277 

292 

546 
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Missouri,  Department  of  the— Continued. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  14,  47 ; No.  195,  383;  No.  25  5 , 542;  No. 

260,  570;  No.  268,  588;  No.  269,  593;  No.  270,  600;  No. 

2 75,  621 ; No.  2 76,  627;  No.  283,  602 ; No.  293,  679 ; No.  311, 

708;  No.  322,  716;  No.  327,  726. 

Schofield,  John  M. 

Assigned  to  the  command  of  the 277 

Assumes  command  of  the 293 

Sumner,  Edwin  V.,  assigned  to  command  of  the 152 

Union  troops  in  the.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Jan.,  1863 89,90 

Feh.,  1863  127-132 

March,  1863 187-189 

April,  1803 263,204 

May,  1863 299,300 

June,  1863  341-347 

July,  1863 415-421 

Aug.,  1863  503-505 

Sept.,  1863  585 

Oct.,  1863 686,687 

Nov.,  1863  727 

Dec.,  1863  758-766 

Missouri,  Governor  of. 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 16,  31, 91, 180, 245, 259, 273 

Dick,  F.  A -273 

Lincoln,  Abraham 17, 184, 584 

Schofield,  John  M 318 

Orders,  General,  series  1863 : No.  24,  577. 

Missouri,  Northeastern  District  of. 

Assessment  of  disloyal  citizens. 

Ordered 47 

Order  suspended 64 

McKean,  Thomas  J.,  assumes  command  of  the 86 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1863:  Jan.  3,  16;  Jan.  20,  64. 

Orders,  General,  series  1863 : No.  1,  86. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863 : No.  7,  47. 

Missouri,  Northern,  District  of. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from  Odon  Guitar 590 

Constituted,  and  limits  defined 355 

Guitar,  Odon. 

Assigned  to  command  of  the 355. 

Assumes  command  of  the 362 

Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  1,  362;  No.  2,  365. 

Missouri  Republican.  Extracts  from  the 547-550,  i>53, 555, 560, 563 

Missouri,  Southeastern,  District  of. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 521, 567, 580, 665, 678, 683, 707, 719, 720 

Deeper,  William  T 734 

Fisk,  Clinton  B.,  assumes  command  of  the 383 

Merged  into  the  District  of  Saint  Louis 726 

Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  1,  383. 
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Missouri,  Southwestern,  District  of. 

Aflfairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Campbell,  Hugh  J 514 

Catherwood,  Edwin  C 744 

Cosgrove,  John 437 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 751 

Livingston,  Thomas  R 841) 

McNeil,  John 445, 502,  517,  534 

Philips,  John  F 412 

Sanborn,  John  B 693,705,751,7.52 

Brown,  Egbert  B,,  assigned  to  command  of  the 40 

Davidson,  John  W.,  assigned  to  command  of  the 122 

McNeil,  John. 

Assumes  command  of  the 378 

Relieved  from  command  of  the GG6 

Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  15,  378. 

Sanborn,  John  B.,  assigned  to  command  of  the CG6 

Schofield,  John  M. 

Assigned  to  command  of  the 185 

Relieved  from  command  of  the 40 


Missouri  State  Guard.  Orders,  Special,  series  1863 : No.  12,  889. 

Missouri  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light— ^after/es : Bell’s,  846;  Bledsoe’s,  846,868-870,1086; 

Griswold’s,  943, 1067;  Ruffner’s,  781, 851, 1066, 1086;  Tilden’s,  781, 106G. 
Cavalry — Dorsey’s  Squadron,  828, 833.  Battalions  : Elliott’s,  209, 437, 846, 
1067 ; Kitchen’s,*  819,  832, 845, 846,  851,  858,  863, 919, 921, 954  ; Living- 
ston’s,! 33,  48,  282,  412,  1099;  Shanks’,  846;  Wood’s,  426,  1054,  1067, 
1127;  Young’s,  846,  1067.  Companies:  Collins’,  1067;  Cummins’,  1067; 
Deadrick’s,  1067 ; Reves’,  174, 427, 676,  734,  841, 845, 930, 934.  Regiments : 
Jeans’,  846,  924, 1067 ; Lawther’s,  1066,  1127 ; Porter’s,  275 ; 2d,  791,  942 ; 
3d,  846,  851,  1114 ; 4th,  174,  781,  845,  851,  923,  1067;  5th,  846,  924,  1067 ; 
6th,  846,  924, 1067 ; 8th,  177,  823,  846,  851,  875,  986,  1067. 

Infantry— fiaffa//o/;s : Musser’s,  781,851,866,969,1066;  Pindall’s  Sharp- 
shooters, 781,832,  1066;  Caldwell’s,  781,  832,968,  1057,  1066;  Clark’s, 
177, 761, 851, 866, 969, 1057 ; Hunter’s,  781, 832, 968, 1057, 1066 ; Mitchell’s, 
781,851,969,  1057,1066;  Steen’s,  781,  832,  968,969,  1057,  1066;  White’s, 
781, 832, 968, 1057, 1066 ; 1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  1057. 


Miscellaneous— /Fe^f/'/newts;  Freeman’s,  266, 267, 426. 

Missouri  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  1st  State  Militia,  125,  132,  343,  419,420,  764; 
Johnson’s  State  Militia,!  125,131,  132.  Regiments:  1st  {Batteries),  A, 
19-21,72,133;  B,  128,1.58,159,  164,  165,273;  E,130;  F,  130,  235;  K,  346, 
348, 422, 697, 761 ; L,  130, 344, 375, 417, 763, 765 ; 2d,  71, 128, 129. 259, 267, 344, 

417,  630,  763;  {Batteries),  A,  765;  B,$  765;  C,765;  D,  129,  273,  345,  417, 
726,  760,  763;  E,760;  G,766;  K,345,  417,  418,697;  M,  128,  231,  232,  345, 
418, 697. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  2d  State  Militia,  132.  Regiments:  1st,  65,  129,  130, 
206, 312, 345, 383,  418, 480, 717, 760, 765, 766 ; 1st  State  Militia,  98, 125, 132, 
222,  269,  294,  295,  322,  323, 343, 363, 396, 413, 419,  420, 448,  455, 545, 764 ; 2d, 
16,  51,  131,269,345,382,402,418,427,565,760,954;  2d  State  Militia,  129, 
164,  173,  273,  345,  387,  388,  417,  574,  765 ; 3d,  71, 128, 129, 173, 232,  312,  345, 

418,  435,  701,  760;  3d  State  Militia  (new),  129, 232, 233, 273, 343, 345, 417, 


* Organized  as  a regiment  July  9,  18G3. 
t Also  called  Pickler’s. 


I Battery  attached  to  l3t  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 
§ Heavy. 
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Missouri  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union) — Continued. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  3d  State  Militia  (new),  750,765,766,921 ; 3d  State 
Militia  (old),  97,  98;  4th,  128, 157, 158, 164,  165, 173, 176;  4th  State  Mili- 
tia, 125,132,322,323,325,  329,343,347,  364,  396,  403,  419,  420,448,545,571, 
589,590,762,764,875;  5th  State  Militia  (now),  98, 129, 130, 344*  375, 417, 

418, 541, 744, 745, 765 ; 5th  State  Militia  (old),  80, 97, 98, 124, 125, 132, 222, 

260,  319, 323, 327, 328, 347;  6th,  130, 134, 311, 312, 387, 388,  417, 539, 542, 765, 

954 ; 6th  State  Militia,  98, 125, 132, 343, 418, 419,  438, 445, 517, 526, 534, 592, 
599,702,706,744,763;  7th,  130, 312, 345,  382, 418, 760 ; 7th  State  Militia, 

38,  98, 129, 185, 334, 345, 352,  418,  419,  448,  599, 694, 746, 764 ; 8th,  130,  234, 

345, 382, 418, 565, 760 ; 8th  State  Militia,  98, 129, 345,  352, 418, 440, 445, 517, 
526,5.34,599,  617,  664,678,  695,706,762,763,921;  9th  State  Militia,  98, 

125, 129, 323, 328, 329, 334, 343, 419, 646, 654, 655, 764, 766 ; 10th,  9, 20, 21, 27, 

65;  10th  State  Militia,  98,173;  11th,  128,  179,  344,  367,417,  469,  511, 

524,  545,  568,  571,  589,  590,  678,  693,  706, 726, 752, 756, 762, 763, 766  ; 12th, 

766 ; 12th  State  Militia,  97, 98, 129 ; 13th  State  Militia,  98 ; 14th  State 
Militia,  97, 98,  129. 

Engineers — Regiments:  Bissell’s,  721. 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st  (Colored),  766;  1st  Prov.  E.  M.,  96, 329,  348, 578, 

637, 646, 648, 649, 766 ; 1st  State  Militia,  129,  251,  273,  344,  417,  765, 766 ; 

2d  (CoZorec?),  766;  2d  Prov.  E.  M., 96, 329, 348, 578, 766;  3dProv.E.  M., 
344,367,578,766;  4th  Prov.  E.  M.,  344,  578,766;  5th  Prov.  E.  M.,  474, 

545, 578, 620 ; 6th  Prov.  E.  M.,  345, 353, 418, 578, 706, 763, 765, 766 ; 7th  E. 

M.,  621, 662, 667 ; 7th  Prov.  E.  M.,  345, 352,  418, 578, 706, 763, 766 ; 8th  E. 

M.,  563;  8th  Prov.  E.  M.,  345,578,588,600,632,  679  ; 9th  Prov.  E.  M., 
578,631,766;  10th  Prov.  E.  M.,  542 ; 11th  Prov.  E.  M.,  542,  .543;  12th, 

548 ; 21st,  9, 19, 27, 39 ; 23d,  128, 129, 132, 251, 344, 418, 668 ; 24th,  128, 216, 

251,  273,  331,  345.  375-377,  380,  417,  760  ; 25th,  128,  179,  322,  375,417,477, 

721;  25th  E.  M.,  179;  26th  E.  M.,  345,  418,  578;  27th,  129,  344,  417; 

27th  E.  M.,  329,348;  31st  E.  M.,  766;  32d  E.  M.,  233;  33d,  9,  19-21, 

39, 134, 265, 301, 346, 348, 422, 429 ; 35th,  9, 20, 21,  27,  134,  265,  301, 346, 348, 

422;  35th  E.  M.,  329,348;  37th  E.  M.,  329,348;  39th  E.  M.,  587,598; 

42d  E.M.,  766;  45th  E.  M.,  329,348;  48th  E.  M.,  587-589,  598,  1143; 

66th  E.  M.,  329,  348,  766;  67th  E.  M.,  329,  348,766;  68th  E.  M.,  233; 

69th  E.  M.,  329,  348;  74th  E.  M.,  766;  75th  E.  M.,  766;  80th  E.  M., 

766;  81st  E.  M.,  766;  82d  E.  M.,  766,  1143;  Mississippi  Marine 
Brigade,  128. 

Mitchel, . Mentioned 599 

Mitchell,  C.  B.  Mentioned..." 1005,1010,1092 

Mitchell,  Charles  S.  Mentioned 851,969 

Mitchell,  James  A.  Mentioned 133 

Mix,  Edward  H.  Mentioned 27 

Mix,  Franklin  E.  Mentioned 132 

Mochel,  George  H.  Mentioned 344 

Moer,  S.  H.  Mentioned 173 

Monks, . Mentioned 426 

Monks,  William.  Mentioned 353 

Monroe,  James  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Brown,  G.  W 1025 

Marniad like,  John  S 1027 

Steele,  William 773, 787, 791 

Mentioned 153, 773, 775, 776,  801, 833, 848 

Monroe.  Thomas.  Mentioned 1050,1051 
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Montgomery,  A.  S.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A,  A.  G.,  see  John  W.  Davidson. 
Montgomery,  Milton. 

Correspondence  witli 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 458,459 

Steele,  Frederick 458 

Mentioned 423,  444,471,673 

Montgomery,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 720,721,727 

Rogers,  John  B 542 

Mentioned 34, 130, 134,  417,  427,  438, 542, 632, 720,  721, 729, 765 

Moody,  Joel.  Mentioned 150 

Moonlight,  Thomas.  Mentioned 392,763 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A,  G.,  see  James  G.  Blunt. 

Moore,  C.  B.  Mentioned 1050 

Moore,  David.  Mentioned 9,19,285 

Moore,  James  B.  Mentioned 294,295 

Moore,  Henry  D.  Mentioned 678 

Moore,  J.  H.  Mentioned 757 

Moore,  John  C.  Mentioned 436,815 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  S.  Marmadulce. 

Moore,  L.  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Price,  Sterling 882 

Pritchard,  J.  K.  P 869  876,878,880,881 

Mentioned 870, 876, 8hl 

Moore,  Thomas  O.  Mentioned 935,996,1004,1005 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Louisiana,  Governor  of 

Moore,  W.  F.  Mentioned 1144,1145 

Moore,  William  B.  Mentioned 764 

Morgan,  A.  S.  ‘ ' 

Correspondence  with  William  Steele 933,951,957 

Mentioned 955 

Morgan,  C.  A.  Mentioned 711 

Morgan,  Charles  L. 

Correspondence  with  Sterling  Price  1066 

Mentioned 845,  986, 1032, 1033 

Morgan,  John  H.  Mentioned 379,606,937 

Morrell,  Bill.  Mentioned 723 

Morris,  Edmond  J.  Mentioned 617 

Morris,  Samuel.  Mentioned 599 

Morrison,  Richard  T.  Mentioned 811 

Morsey,  F.  Mentioned 129 

Morton,  Quin. 

Correspondence  with 

Brown,  Egbert  B 645 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 663 

Totten,  James 641,653,654,658 

Mentioned 232,  417, 622, 631, 638,  639, 642,  645,  653-655,  658,  660,  664,  665,  668 

Mosely,  William.  Mentioned 844 

Moss,  James  H.  Mentioned 584, 587, 588, 590, 598, 766, 1143 

Mott,  Captain.  Mentioned  574 
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Mount  Vernon,  Mo.,  C®mmandins  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  John 

McNeil 593 

Mouton,  Alfred. 

Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith 1110 

Mentioned 1111 

Mulligan,  James  A.  Mentioned 1146 

Mullins,  Alexander  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Loan,  Ben 294 

McFerran,  James 448 

Mentioned 294,343,419 

Mullins,  John  D.  Mentioned 746 

Munitions  of  War.  Supplies  of,  etc.  Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 26,579 

Brinker,  Isaac - 1144, 1145 

Brown,  J.  A 815 

Cabell,  Edward  C 1143, 1144 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 25, 66 

Davis,  Jefferson 1068 

Gardner,  Franklin 816 

Gower,  James  O 62 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 192, 246 

Haynes,  W.  H 1136, 1145 

Herron,  Francis  J 210 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 1144, 1145 

Johnson,  F.  W 106 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A 815 

Phillips,  William  A 60 

Price,  Sterling 1144 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 854,  859, 968, 1003, 1021, 1053, 1056, 1087, 1092, 1110 

Steele,  William 1082 

War  Department,  U.  S 499,538 

See  also  Army  Headquariers  to  BanJcs,  Grant,  and  Steele,  p.  578. 

Murphy,  George  W. 

Correspondence 'with  Egbert  B.  Brown 360 

Mentioned 343, 763 

Murphy,  Richard. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  A.  Davies 744 

Mentioned 344, 418, 765 

Murrah,  P.  Mentioned 1004,1005,1007 

Murrell,  Frank.  Mentioned 421 

Music,  William.  Mentioned 695 

Musser,  Richard  H.  Mentioned 851 

Myers,  Frederick.  Mentioned 194,306 

Myers,  William.  Mentioned 696 

Nasmith,  Samuel  J.  Mentioned 423 

Navy,  U.  S.  Co-operation  with  Army 14,70 

151,  246,  250,252,  253,268,  319,338,  352,  354,  438,  443-445,  452,454,  747 
See  also  Schofield  to  Pennoch,  pp.  319,  336,  338;  Pennock  to  Schofield,  p.  338; 

Porter  to  Prentiss,  p.  381 ; Bache  to  Steele,  p.  444  ; Phelps  to  Steele, 
p.  522. 

Navy  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with  Edward  C.  Cabell 1001 

Navy  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 429 

Porter,  David  D...... - 430 


1232 


INDEX. 


Nebraska. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Creighton,  E.: 211 

Nebraska,  Governor  of 211 

Military  departments  embracing 383,768 

Nebraska,  District  of.  Limits  defined 383 

Nebraska,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters.  137, 211, 224, 231 
Nebraska  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry— /?e5'//77e/7fs  : 2d,  131,  137,  142,  186,  211,  255,  260,  291,  347,  350,  406, 

421,  504. 

Infantry — Regiments  : Ist,^  128, 152,  174,  273,  345,  417, 567, 622, 623, 627, 629, 

638,  640,  654, 695,  715, 726, 763. 

Negroes.  Employment  of,  as  laborers.  See  Slaves. 

Neighbors,  Wash.  Mentioned 574 

Neill,  Henry.  Mentioned 518, 545, 578 

Nelson,  John.  Mentioned • .599 

Neosho,  Mo.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  vritb  John  Edwards.  603 

Newby,  Aaron  J.  Mentioned 128 

New  Era,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 151, 153, 331, 375 

New  Madrid,  Mo. 

Defenses  of.  Board  of  Officers  appointed  to  examine  into  and  report  on..  98 
Evacuation  of,  Dec.  28,  1862.  Communications  from 

Carr,  Eugene  A 18 

Curtis,  Samuel  K 19 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 19 

Re-enforcements  for.  Communications  from 

Asbotb,  Alexander 331 

Schofield,  John  M 331 

Reoccupation  of,  Jan.  2, 1863.  Communications  from  Clinton  B.  Fisk 19 

Newman,  Jesse  T.  Mentioned 417 

New  Mexico  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 1st,  131. 

Newton  County.  Mo.  Scout  into,  May  21-30,  1863.  Communications  from 

James  G.  Blunt 297 

Newton,  Robert  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Marmaduke,  John  S 1043 

Rainwater,  Charles  C 1043 

Mentioned 845, 1084 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  T.  C.  Hindman. 

Nicholls,  Mr.  Mentioned 370 

Nichols,  E.B.  Mentioned i 1135 

Nichols,  Frederic  C.  Mentioned 417, 725 

Nichols,  William  H.  Mentioned 964 

Nickels,  James.  Mentioned 599 

Noble,  Henry  T.  Mentioned 215,459 

Noble,  S.  M.  Mentioned 829 

Norfleet,  G.  H.  Mentioned 673 

Norris,  Thomas.  Mentioned 1032 

Norris,  Wesley  W.  Mentioned 134 

Northeastern  Arkansas,  District  of.  (Union.)  See  Arkansas,  Horilieastern, 
District  of. 

Northeastern  Missouri,  District  of.  (Union.)  See  Missouri,  Northeastern, 
District  of. 


* Designation  changed  to  1st  Nebraska  Cavalry,  Oct.  lb  18.03. 
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ITortliern  Missouri,  District  of.  (Uuiou.)  See  Missouriy  Northern,  District  of . 
Northwest,  Department  of  the. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from  John  Pope 371, 

397,403,569,012,071,729 

First  Military  District  of  the,  merged  into  the  District  of  Dakota ‘470 

Miller,  Stephen,  assigned  to  a command  in  the 708 

Movements  of  Indians  in.  Communications  from  H.  H.  Sibley 768 

Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  12,  194;  No.  14,  217 ; No.  21,  315;  No. 

30,  470;  No.  36,  529;  No.  40,  612;  No.  43,  711;  No.  45,  730; 


No.  48,  745. 


683' 


Status  of  the  Invalid  Corps  in  the.  Communications  from  John  Pope 

Union  troops  in  the.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Jan.  i30,  1863 90 

June  30,  1863 349,350 

Dec.  — 1863 767 

Northwestern  Arkansas,  Commanding  OfScer  of  U.  S.  Forces  in.  Cor- 
respondence with  William  Steele 154 

Northwestern  Arkansas,  District  of.  (Union.)  See  Arlca77sas,  Nortliivestern, 
District  of. 

Norton,  Galen  G.  Mentioned 418 

Novelty,  Steamer.  Mentioned 757 

O’Bannon,  L.  W. 

Announced  as  Chief  Quartermaster,  Trans- Mississippi  Department 991 

Correspondence  with  J.  P.  Johnson 1134 

Mentioned 991, 1004, 1066, 1078, 1128 

O’Brien,  George  M.  Mentioned 687, 765 

Off,  Ernest.  Mentioned 229 

Offley,  Robert  H.  Mentioned 132 

Ogden,  Fanny,  Steamer.  Mentioned 320, 321, 377, 615 

Ogden,  William.  Mentioned 377 

Oglesby,  Steamer.  Mentioned  516 

Ohio  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— ^affer/es  ; 2d,  133;  5tli,  422,  697,  760  ; 11th,  423,697,760, 

16th,  133;  25th,  130, 206, 252, 258,  .345,  418,  697, 760. 

Cavalry— /?e^//ne/7fs : 1st,  262 ; llth,^  131, 198, 347, 421, 764. 

Infantry— /?e5r//?7e/7fs;  19th,  206;  22d,  422, 432,  760 ; 56th,  133;  77th,  1.32, 
433,761. 

Ohr,  Simon  P.  Mentioned 422 

Old,  Thomas  E.  Mentioned 335 

Oldham,  W.  S.  Mentioned 1004,1005 

Opdyke,  Henry  H.  Mentioned 762 

Orahood,  John  W.  Mentioned 131,347 

Ord,  E.  O.  C.  Mentioned 385,387,407,1028 

Orderly,  Steamer.  Mentioned 881 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with 

Brown,  J.  A 815 

Huger,  Benjamin *. 907 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1067 

War  Department,  C.  S 815 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with  Samuel  K.  Curtis 25 

Organization,  Strength,  etc. 

Confederate  troops 781,793, 

810,  832,  833,  845,  846,  851,  951,963, 1011,  1029, 10.54. 1066,  1067, 1084, 1127 

* Somotimes  designated  as  6th  Cavalry. 
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Organization,  Strength,  etc.— Coutiuued. 

Union  troops <35,89,90,127-138,187-189, 

263-235,  299-301,  341-350,  415-423,  503-505,  523,  585,  686,  687,  727,  758-7(‘7 

O’Reilly,  Luke.  Correspondence  with  Francis  J.  Herron 251 

Orme,  William  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 279 

Herron,  Francis  J 230,234,254 

Mentioned 195, 196, 201, 206, 218, 254, 263,  285,  307 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J.  Mentioned 8 

Ostermayer,  Peter.  Mentioned 344 

Owen,  Julian  D.  Mentioned 422 

Owens,  James  W.  Mentioned .* 550 

Owens,  William  W.  Mentioned...... 660 

Pace,  Lewis  C. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 511 

Mentioned 511,763 

Pace,  Thomas  N.  Mentioned 265, 301, 346,  348, 761, 1025 

Paddock,  A.  S.  For  correspondence  as  Secretary  and  Acting  Governor,  see 
Xehrasica,  Governor  of. 

Paddock,  J.  W.  Mentioned 436 

Padgett, . Mentioned 701 

Page,  G.  D.  Mentioned 1114 

Palmer,  Captaiu.  Mentioned 395 

Palmer,  Henry  E.  Mentioned 420, 762 

Palmyra,  Mo.  Exeention  of  rebel  citizens  at,  Oct.  18,  1862.  Communications 


from 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 3 

Missouri,  Citizens  of 3 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 307,852,854 

Palston,  John.  Mentioned 599 

Paola,  Kans,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ew- 
ing, jr 566 

Parkell,  Alonzo  B.  Mentioned 134 

Parker,  Caidain.  Mentioned 840 

Parker,  Colonel.  Mentioned 265,351,378 

Parker,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 329,  348 

Parker,  Heal.  Mentioned 824 

Parker,  Wilson  L.  Mentioned 420 

Parks,  Mr.  Mentioned 757 

Parks,  Robert  C.  Mentioned 101 

Parmetar,  James  W.  Mentioned 132,  300,  347,  420,  532,  761 

Parsons,  Jesse  E.  Mentioned 603 

Parsons,  Lewis  B.  Mentioned 364 

Parsons,  Mosby  Monroe. 

Correspondence  with  Sterling  Price 811,899,900 

Mentioned 329, -381,  724,  781,  793,  832,  849,  863,  683,  691, 

892,896,  897,903,  913,  920,  942,  968,  969,  1029,  1050,  1051,  1066,  1113,  1130 

Parsons,  W.  H.  Mentioned 851 

Pattee,  John.  Mentioned 350 

Patterson, . Mentioned 719 

Patterson,  George.  Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 1120 

Patterson,  Robert  F.  Mentioned 265,  301,  761 

Patterson,  W.  K.  Mentioned 1005 
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Patterson,  Mo.  Skirruish  at,  April  20,  1863.  Communications  from 


Curtis,  fSamuel  R 232 

Daviilson,  John  W 231,  233 

Tyler,  John  F 231 

Paxson,  Amos.  Mentioned 518 

Payne,  H.  N.  Mentioned 073 

Peabody,  Albert  P.  Mentioned 80,  130,  418 

Pearce,  N.  B.  Mentioned 884 

Pearson,  J.  S.  Mentioned 937,  941 

Peek,  Thomas  C.  Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith 1044 

Peery,  H.  F.  Mentioned 450,740 

Peevy,  Joseph  G-. 

Correspondence  with  Theopbilus  H.  Holmes 823 

Mentioned 825 

Pegg,  Thomas.  Mentioned 85 

Pegram,  John.  Mentioned.  755 

Pemberton,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Holmes,  Theoi)hilus  H 819 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 829,833,850,859 

War  Department,  C.  S 783 

Mentioned 308,  309, 


470,  781, 782,  829,  834,  835,  850, 857, 885,  886,  895, 904,  913, 914,  928,  934, 959 

Pendleton,  Eugene  B.  Mentioned 1138 

Penick,  William  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Blunt,  James  G ^ 265 

Loan,  Ben Ill,  183 

Mentioned 124,  125,  132,  200,  319,  323,  327,  347 

Penney,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned 63, 134 

Pennock,  A.  M. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 319,  336,  338,  352 

Mentioned 250,  318,  323,  331 

Penny, . Mentioned..^ 174 

Peoples,  S.  J.  Mentioned 851 

Pepper,  W.  O.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  B.  C.  Newton. 

Perrie,  Charles  T.  Mentioned 811 

Perry,  John  S.  Mentioned 1091 

Pettit,  Henry  W.  Mentioned 74 

Pheelan,  William  G.  Mentioned 1080 

Phelps,  John  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Bishop,  Albert  W 666, 668 

Sanborn,  John  B 768 

Mentioned 517, 609, 686,  751 , 758,  762 

Phelps,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 78 

Schofield,  John  M 8 

Mentioned 40, 73 

Phelps,  S.  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Asboth,  Alexander 246 

Steele,  Frederick 522 

Mentioned 352,  354, 381,  431 


1236 


INDEX. 


Pnge. 

Phifer,  C.  W.  Mentioned 575 

Philips,  John  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Brown,  Egbert  B 474 

Cloud,  William  F" j^g4 

McNeil,  John 442 

Phillips,  William  A 57 

Schofield,  John  M 37  550 

Mentioned 129, 299, 345, 418. 615, 695, 758,’  764 

Phillips,  Edward.  Mentioned II33 

Phillips,  James  A.  Mentioned 702 

Phillips,  Maxwell.  Mentioned 101,108,126,282 

Phillips,  O.  P.  Mentioned 329 

Phillips,  William  A. 

Assignments  to  command 49 

Correspondence  with 

Blunt,  James  G 121, 139, 147, 162, 168, 170, 190, 

, 205, 207, 210, 211, 247, 256, 262,  266, 276, 282, 283, 297,  298, 310, 331,  355,  356 

Cane  Hill,  Ark.,  Chief  Surgeon  in  charge  of  hospital  at 138 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 55, 56, 60, 61, 85, 96, 100, 

.101, 108,  111,  113-115, 126,  137, 141, 147,  149, 153, 162, 165,  167, 181, 230,  258 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 171, 191, 193, 212, 224 

McNeil,  John 754 

Philips,  John  F 07 

Schofield,  John  M 32, 33 

Mentioned 7, 22, 26, 29, 35,  40, 52, 127, 131, 

151, 154, 167, 188, 191, 192, 196, 197,  201, 206, 211, 223, 244-246, 249, 260, 261, 


264, 280, 296, 300, 314, 315, 318,  321, 333, 337,  338,  342, 347,  758,  763, 770, 798, 
801, 816, 821, 827, 829,  830, 834, 838, 842,  843, 847, 848, 862,  874,  894, 910,  917 


Phul,  Francis  voii.  Mentioned 969, 1086 

Pickett,  A.  C.  Mentioned 832 

Pickier,  J.  F.  Mentioned 266, 1099 

Pierce,  James  O.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  B.  M.  Prentiss. 

Pierce,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 815 

Pierre,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  R.  Curtis 36 

Mentioned 207 

Pike,  Albert. 

Correspondence  with 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 925 

Steele,  William 925 

Mentioned 62, 203, 770, 778, 820, 821, 1037, 1096, 1107, 1118, 1122 

Pike,  Bennett.  Mentioned 867,578 

Pike,  Joshua  A. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 402 

Mentioned 420 

Pile,  William  A.  Mentioned 134 

Pillow,  Gideon  J.  Mentioned 379,  516 

Pindall,  L.  A.  Mentioned 832 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  Action  at,  Oct.  25,  1863.  Communications  from  Frederick 

Steele 682 

Pinger,  John.  Mentioned 132 

Pinson,  Mr.  Mentioned 1030 
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Pleasant  Hill,  Mo.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with 

Clark,  Charles  S 598 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 656 

Plumb,  Preston  B.  Mentioned 477, 487, 524, 568, 591, 748, 762 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Thomas  Ewing,  jr. 

Plumb,  William.  Mentioned 343,763 

Pocahontas,  Ark.  Expedition  to,  Ang.  17-26,  1863.  Communications  from 

Clinton  B.  Fisk 477, 480 

Pockmark,  Jim.  Mentioned 1021 

Poindexter,  J.  A.  Mentioned 550 

Polignac,  C.  J.  Mentioned 933 

Polk, . Mentioned 309 

Pollok,  Irving  J.  Mentioned 652,661,715 

Pomeroy,  Henry.  Mentioned 176,263 

Pomeroy,  James  M.  Mentioned 76,190 

Pomeroy,  S.  C.  'Correspondence  with Gould 386 

Pond,  J.  B.  Mentioned 478 

Ponder,  W.  M.  Mentioned 203,832 

Pontchartrain,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned 899 

Pool,  Captain.  Mentioned .• 1099 

Pool,  Dave.  Mentioned 378 

Poole,  Frederick  R.  Mentioned - 143, 175, 178, 539, 541, 568 

Pope,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 104, 116, 

117, 127, 160, 176, 186, 198, 211, 217, 255, 260, 287,  288, 294, 303, 304, 306, 
371,  372,  380,  381,  384-386,  403,  451,  463,  496,  512,  513,516,  534,538, 
539, 569, 571,  576, 601, 612,  633,  636, 642, 662, 671, 679, 683, 728,  729, 768 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 204 

Miller,  Stephen 429, 435, 449, 453, 495 

Roberts,  B.  S ’ 397 

Schofield,  John  M 534 

Sibley,  Henry  H 11.5,119,123,289,451,497,498,768 

Sully,  Alfred 306, 434, 496, 502,  608 

War  Department,  U.  S 493,569 

Mentioued 90, 142, 232, 

277, 281, 289, 291, 349, 350, 437,  512, 514, 521, 533, 545, 628,  629, 709,  745, 767 

Staff.  Announcements  of 745 


Porter,  David  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Holmes,  TheophilusH 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  M 

Mentioned  

Porter,  Fitz  John.  Mentioned 

Porter,  Joseph  C.  Mentioned 

Port  Hudson,  La.  Investment  of,  by  Union  forces. 

Joseph  E.  Johnston 

Pound,  John.  Mentioned 

Powell,  Joseph.  Mentioned 

Powers,  P.  L. 


164 

430 

381 

14, 15, 67, 163, 429, 739 
786 


38, 49, 145, 275, 550, 790 

Communications  from 

914 

419,640 

111,150 


Correspondence  with  Clinton  B.  Fisk 652 

Mentioned 600 

Pratt,  H.  P.  Mentioned 799 


For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  E.  Kirhy  Smith. 
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Pratt,  J.  H.  Mentioned 845 

Praul,  Lafayette.  Mentioned 343 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 376 

Burchard,  George  W 340 

Clayton,  Powell 163 

Curtis,  Samuel  K 147 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 340 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 335,339,352,354,409 

Porter,  David  D ^ 381 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O 268 

Mentioned ....  110,111, 133, 264, 265, 300, 301, 317, 348, 376, 409, 414, 422-424, 429, 826 

Relieved  from  command  of  the  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas 429 

Speech  of,  in  Helena,  Ark 826 

President  C.  S.  See  Jefferson  Davis. 

President  U.  S.  See  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Preston,  William  J.  Mentioned 808, 823, 845 

Preuitt,  Valentine. 

Correspondence  .with  Clinton  B.  Fisk 717 

Mentioned 758, 765 

Price,  Celsus.  Mentioned 811,860 

Price,  Elias.  Mentioned 824 

Price,  James  A.  ^ Mentioned 587,  590, 591 

Price,  John  C.  Correspondence  with  John  McNeil 570 

Price,  Sterling. 

Assignments  to  command 808,942, 1027 

Assumes  command  of  Frost’s  Division,  Trans-Mississippi  Army 811 

Assumes  command  of  troops  in  vicinity  of  Jacksonport,  Ark.,  and  toward 

the  borders  of  Missouri 860 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 968 

Bankhead,  Smith  P 1026 

Burhridge,  John  Q 880 

Burns,  S.  P 1126 

Cabell,  Edward  C 906 

Cage,  D.  C 912 

Campbell,  L.  A 1055 

Crandall,  Lee 840 

Dobbin,  Archibald  S 998 

Fagan,  James  F 811, 831, 942, 1049, 1056 

Fisher,  John  T 905 

Frost,  D.  M 976-979,995,997,998 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 849, 853, 863, 864, 866, 868, 869, 878, 879, 886, 

887,  890,  891,897,  899,  901,  903,  907,  911,  912,  916,920,936,938, 1035,1126 

Johnson,  J.  P 1057 

Livingston,  Thomas  R 849 

McPheeters,  William  M 927 

McRae,  Dandridge 811,831,886,888,900,928 

Marmaduke,  John  S •. .' 861, 867,870, 873, 879, 

886,  888,  891,  892,  896-898,  900,  917,  937,  942,  943,  1091,  1015,  1069,  1070 

Mhoon,  John 888,911 

Moore,  L.  L 882 

Morgan,  C.  L 1066 
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Price,  Sterling— Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Parsons,  Mosby  Monroe 811, 890, 900 

Pritchard,  J.  K.  P 869,  876,  879,  881,  882,  903 

Reid,  John 1116 

Shelby,  Joseph  O 868 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 941,  976,  979,  983,  990,  994,  997,  1000,  1014, 1145 

Snead,  Thomas  L 908,  912 

Steele,  William 948,  950,  953,  956, 961, 1012 

Tappan,J.  C 811,831 

Thompson,  M.  Jeff 844,875 

Walker,  L.  Marsh 978,985 

Mentioned 79-81, 113, 147, 170, 178, 179, 189, 

190, 197, 199, 203-205, 207-209, 211, 213, 216-219,  221, 224, 225, 227, 232, 233, 
235, 236, 247, 248, 250, 256, 266, 267, 270, 275, 276, 278, 279, 285,  286, 288, 290, 
291, 308-310,  316-318,  329,  330,  332,  334-339,  341,  350-353,  361,  367, 374, 376, 
377,  381 , 384,  385,  387,  394,  395,  398,  400,  402,  407-410,  412,  414,  415, 424,  430, 
431, 435, 438,  443, 449, 454, 455,  458,  459,  465, 470,  492,  499,  506,  513,  523, 536, 
543, 579, 580,  608,  652, 655, 657, 658,  661,  673,  674,  681,  699,  700,  707, 710,  724, 
7.34, 737, 739, 740, 755, 780-784, 788,  791, 797,  808, 810, 811, 819, 831,  832, 836, 
837, 855, 856, 858, 861, 866, 867, 871, 872, 877,  882, 885-887,  895, 896, 898, 900- 
903,  912,  918,  921,  923, 929, 935,  939,  942-944,  957,  969, 979, 984,  990, 1001, 
1003,  1026,  1027,  1029,  1030,  1032,  1033,  1036,  1037,  1049,  1050,  1056,  1057, 
1059,  1066,  1069,  1070,  1072,  1084,  1086,  1099,  1111,  1114,  1126,  1130,  1146 

Ordered  to  duty  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department 791 

Proclamation  to  the  people  of  Pulaski  County,  Ark 991 

Relieved  from  duty  with  the  Department  of  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana . 791 

Relieved  of  command  of  District  of  Arkansas  by  Theophilus  H.  Holmes 1027 

Staff.  Announcements  of 811,860 

Price,  Thomas.  Mentioned 78 

Price,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned 1092 

Prima  Donna,  Steamer.  Mentioned 881 

Prisoners  of  War.  Treatment,  exchange  of,  etc.  Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 246, 662 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 68 

Warren,  Fitz  Henry 71 

Pritchard,  Jesse  L.  Mentioned * 172,761 

Pritchard,  J.  K.  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Burbridge,  J ohn  Q ^ * 908 

Moore,  L.  L 869, 876, 878, 880, 881 

Price,  Sterling 869,  876, 879, 881 , 882, 908 

Mentioned 870, 905, 906,  916 

Private  Property.  Action  touching.  ComUiunications  from 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 164,  793 

Porter,  David  D 164 

Schofield,  John  M 710 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 1064 

Steele,  William 883 

Progress,  Steamer.  Mentioned 672.673 

Provost-Marshal-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 452 

Army  Headquarters 452 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 7,52 
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Pulaski  County,  Mo. 

Proclamation  to  citizens  of.  Francis  J.  Herron 266 

Proclamation  to  people  of.  Sterling  Price 991 

Pullen,  J.  O.  Correspondence  with  Si  Alexander 825 

Quantrill’s  Band.  Movements  of.  Communications  from 

Brown,  Egbert  B 524 

Clark,  Charles  S 532, 598, 603 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 509, 515, 524, 748 

Hayes,  Josiah  E * 521 

Kansas,  Governor  of 520 

Lazear,  Bazel  F 518 

Leavenworth,  Kans.,  Mayor  of 520 

Phillips,  William  A 754 

Sanborn,  John  B 747 

Schofield,  John  M 747 

Weer,  William 525 

Quantrill’s  Raid,  See  Kansas.  QuantrUVs  liaid  into,  Jug.  20-28,  1863. 

Quantrill,  W.  C.  Mentioned 63, 78, 79, 102, 253, 265, 402,  410,  467, 

469,  471, 477, 479, 482, 485, 487-489, 491, 508-511, 515, 518, 520, 521, 524, 525, 
532,  534, 537, 538, 549, 551, 552, 554, 582-584, 598, 603, 604, 622. 626, 644, 652, 
660,  663,  675,  677,  689,  722,  747-749,  751,  754,  1046,1047,1072,1073,1081 
Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with  Samuel  R. 

Curtis 11,25 

Queen  City,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 672 

Quesenbury,  William.  Mentioned 795 

Rabb,  John  W.  Mentioned 763 

Rafter,  John.  Mentioned 521 

Railey,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 1099 

Rains,  J.  G.  Mentioned 1119 

Rainsford,  James.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Ben.  Loan  ; also  E.  B. 

Brown. 

Rainwater,  Charles  C. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  C.' Newton 1043 

Mentioned 1113, 1114 

Ramsey,  Alexander.  Mentioned 730 

Randal,  Horace.  Mentioned 772 

Randall,  Howard  S.  Mentioned 808, 889 

Randolph,  George  W.  Mentioned 785 

Rankin,  L.  J.  Mentioned 766 

Ransom,  Wyllis  C.  Mentioned 132, 203,  328, 347, 403 

Rawlins,  John  A.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  U.  S.  Grant. 

Ray, . Mentioned 590 

Ray,  J.  P.  Mentioned 399 

Raynor,  William  H.  Mentioned 133 

Read,  Horatio  N.  F.  Mentioned 144,264,317,347,532,761 

Read,  Isaac.  Mentioned - 1140 

Reagan,  John  H.  Mentioned 578 

Reber,  Van  Buren  S.  Mentioned 417 

Record,  J.  K.  P.  Mentioned 1022 

Rector,  F.  A.  Mentioned 1099 

Rector,  Henry  M.  Mentioned - 808, 992 

Rector,  W.  G.  Mentioned 851 

Redding,  .William  M.  Mentioned 329,348 

Reed, . Mentioned l-_ - 267,580 

Reed,  Burr.  Mentioned 390,391 
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Reed,  John  H.  Mentioned 29,128 

Rees,  Jacob  G. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 515 

Mentioned 419,702 

Reid,  John. 

Correspondence  with  Sterling  Price 1146 

Mentioned 811 

Rembert, . Mentioned 515 

Renner,  Henry.  Mentioned 129 

Reshaw,  John.  Mentioned 370 

Reves,  Timothy. 

Correspondence  with 

Burbridge,  John  Q 940 

Marmaduke,  John  S 806,880, 

Mentioned 174, 175,  427,  460, 574, 580,  600,  676, 715,  724,  727, 734, 

740, 745,  747, 749, 750,  754, 808, 812-814,  817, 818, 841, 869,  879, 884, 923, 934 

Reynolds,  John  F.  Mentioned 921 

Reynolds,  L.  M.  Mentioned 833 

Reynolds,  Thomas  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 855,935 

War  Department,  C.  S 780, 782, 935 

Mentioned 459, 481, 522, 661, 890, 959, 1005, 1009 

Rhett,  Thomas  G. 

Correspondence  with  J.  P.  Johnson 1140,1141 

Mentioned 828, 831, 832, 855, 1128, 1140, 1141 

Ribble,  Henry  H.  Mentioned 417 

Rice,  Dr.  Mentioned 724 

Rice,  Daniel.  Mentioned 132, 347, 762 

Rice,  Hiram  A. 

Correspondence  with  Clinton  B.  Fisk 632,665,  679,715 

Mentioned ' 417,765 

Rice,  Henry  M.  Mentioned 494, 495 

Rice,  Samuel  A. 

Assignments  to  command 621 

Mentioned 39,  65, 

134, 265, 301,  346,  348,  349,  422, 433,  441, 442, 454, 501, 505,  523, 585, 621,  682 

Richard,  John.  Mentioned 370, 528 

Richardson,  Samuel  B.  Mentioned 418 

Richmond,  Jonathan.  Mentioned 422 

Ridgway,  J ohn  W.  Mentioned .*  420, 762 

Riemann,  George.  Mentioned 128 

Riley,  Dennis.  Mentioned 214 

Ripley,  James  W.  Mentioned 25,26,538 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A. 

Ritchie,  John.  Mentioned * 686,723 

Ritter,  John  P.  Mentioned 65,674,1027 

Rives,  Alfred  L.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A. 

Rizer,  Robert  O.  Mentioned 421 

Roane,  John  S.  Mentioned., 935 

Robbins,  Josephus.  Mentioned 720,721 

Robbins,  Samuel  M.  Mentioned 214 

Roberts,  Benjamin  S. 

Correspondence  with  John  Pope 397 

Mentioned 176, 287-289,  349, 350, 437, 728 
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Page. 

Roberts,  Samuel  A.  Mentioned 977, 97 S 

Robertson,  James  G.  Mentioned 

Robinson,  James  H. 

Correspondence  'with  Samuel  R.  Curtis 259 

Mentioned 259 

Robinson,  John  C. 

Correspondence  'with  War  Department,  C.  S 11  lu 

Mentioned 1116 

Robinson,  John  M.  Mentioned 13 

Robinson,  Joseph  K.  Mentioned 313 

Robinson,  William  P.  Mentioned 129,263,344,418 

Rogers,  Mrs.  Mentioned 737 

Rogers,  John  B. 

Correspondence  'with 

Davidson,  John  W 315, 332 

Fisk,  Clinton  B . . . 387, 427, 539, 541, 542, 574,  632,  675, 676,  679,  685, 712, 719-721 

Gentry,  Henry  C 704 

Hiller,  Hiram  M 427 

Montgomery,  Samuel 542 

Schofield,  John  M 716 

Mentioned 332, 345, 406, 415, 417, 503,  686, 716,  758, 765 

Rolla,  District  of. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from  George  West 426 

Davies,  Thomas  A.,  assigned  to  command  of  the 154 

Glover,  J.  M.,  resumes  command  of  the 47 

Limits  defined 185 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1863 : March  5,  144. 

Orders,  General,  series  1863  : No.  7,  336. 

Roller,  John.  Mentioned 769 

Rollins,  James  S.  Mentioned 18,43 

Ront,  Colonel.  Mentioned 1146 

Rose  Hambleton,  Steamer.  Mentioned 747 

Rosecrans,  William  S. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 402 

Mentioned 21,  77, 152, 158,  176, 204, 206, 208, 217, 245, 268-270, 2S0, 

292,  453, 465, 512, 513,  533, 579, 607,  636, 664, 857,  866, 877, 1042, 1044,  1082 

Ross,  Edmund  G.  Mentioned 420,762 

Ross,  John.  Mentioned 162,1121 

Ross,  John  T. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 511 

Mentioned 511 

Ross,  Leonard  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S 381 

Schofield,  John  M 387, 407 

Mentioned 110, 133, 134, 264, 265, 301 

Roszell,  Charles  A.  L.  Mentioned • 760 

Rouell,  Lyman  D.  Mentioned 316, 420 

Ruark,  Ozias. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Sanborn 747 

Mentioned 748,763 

Rucker,  Manner.  Mentioned 516,521 

Ruff, . Mentioned ^^4 

Ruffner,  S.  T.  Mentioned 851,1086 
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Rupp,  John.  Mentioned 

Russell,  Charles.  Mentioned 


Pago. 

766 

1132,1135 

Russell,  Ira.  Mentioned 417,766 

Rust,  Albert.  Mentioned 819,847,1132 

Rust,  William  M.  Correspondence  with  John  S.  Marmaduke 1031 

Ruthven,  John  B.  Mentioned 1050 

Ryan,  Abraham  H.  Mentioned 683 

Sachs,  Adam.  Mentioned 263 

Saint  Louis,  District  of. 

Fisk,  Clinton  B.,  assigned  to  command  of  the 726 

Limits  extended - 726 

Livingston,  Robert  R. 

Assigned  to  temporary  command  of  the 627 

Relieved  from  command  of  the 726 

Orders,  General^  series  1863:  No.  47,  726. 

Sale,  Major.  Mentioned 1057 


Salem,  Mo. 


Communications 


531 

476 


Attack  on,  and  skirmish  near,  Sept.  13,  1863. 

from  John  M.  Schofield 

Sally  List,  Steamer.  Mentioned 

Salomon,  Charles  E. 

Correspondence  with  William  Weer 229,261 

Mentioned 130, 216, 761 

Salomon,  Frederick. 

Assignments  to  command 429,  621 

Mentioned 134, 265,  300,  301,  346,  348,  349, 422,  429,  .575,  621, 687, 700, 759,  761 

Sam.  Gaty,  Steamer.  Guerrilla  attack  on  the,  March  28,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Curtis  Samuel  R 184, 194 

Loan,  Ben 183 

Penick,  William  R 183 

Mentioned 183, 195, 203 

Sanborn,  George  L.  Mentioned i 421 

Sanborn,  John  B. 

Assignments  to  command 666 

Correspondence  with 

Catherwood,  Edwin  C 702,728,744 

Davies,  Thomas  A 697 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 697, 728,  751 

Holland,  Colly  B 711,755 

King,  Austin  A.,  jr 704 

Phelps,  John  E 76^ 

Ruark,  Ozias 747 

Schofield,  John  M 666, 681, 693,  705,  718,  728, 747,  748,  751 , 7.52 

Mentioned 585, 589,  666, 670,  686,  748,  752, 754,  756,  758, 762 

Sandford,  Eli.  Mentioned 34 

Sands,  Frank  C.  Mentioned 423,697 

Santa  F^  Road,  Commanding  Officer  of  Troops  on  the.  Correspondence 

with  J.  H.  Leavenworth 361 

Sapp,  William  F.  Mentioned 300,347,421 

Sappington,  G.  W. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  C.  Cabell 1144 

Mentioned 1143,1144 

Saunders,  Alvin.  Mentioned 137,260,404 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Nebraska,  Governor  of. 


1244 


INDEX. 


Paga 

Scales,  Joseph  A.  Correspondence  with  William  P.  Adair 821 

Scammon,  Charles  T.  Mentioned 436, 543 

Scanland,  John.  Mentioned 833 

Schaerff,  Charles.  Mentioned 760 

Schaumburg,  Wright  C. 

Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith 1049 

Mentioned 1066 

Schaurte,  Frederick  W.  Mentioned 266,232,298,347,419,686 

Schenck,  Robert  C.  Mentioned 287,288 

Schenck,  Peter  V.  Mentioned 503 

Schill,  Von,  Major.  Mentioned 238 

Schluter,  Herman.  Mentioned 344, 417 

Schmitz,  Joseph.  Mentioned 573,574 

Schnable,  J.  A.  Mentioned..... 275,437 

Schofield,  George  W.  Mentioned 133,581 

Schofield,  John  M. 


Assignment^  to  command , 185, 277,  296, 577 

Assumes  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri 293 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 319,  392, 432,  440, 441, 451,  488 

Allen,  Robert 326 

Army  Headquarters 88, 


94,  208,  277,  290,  302,  306-308,  310,  318,  327,  332,  334,  350,  351,  353, 
355,  361,  374,  376,  379,  398,  409,  423,  465,  505,  506,  508,  510,  512-514,  521, 
523, 527, 533, 539, 545, 546,  571,  573, 574, 581,  586, 589, 595,  608,  613,  618,  621, 


622, 627, 636, 642, 649, 663, 664, 683, 696, 698, 701, 704,  709, 718, 722, 737, 739 

Asboth,  Alexander 319,324,331,337,379 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P 710 

Bishop,  Albert  W 660 

Blunt,  James  G 296, 302, 

310, 315, 326, 337, 354, 358,  .379, 392-394, 397, 411,  439, 440, 465, 478,  525, 681 

Brown,  Egbert  B 30,38,320, 

321,  325,  425, 516, 521, 591, 601, 608,  613, 614, 619, 625,  631, 652, 694, 747, 749 

Buford,N.  B , 319,323 

Campbell,  William  T 714 

Carleton,  James  H 313 

Chivington,  John  M 302,313,324,325,368,436,527 

Cloud,  William  F ‘ . 146, 310, 334, 352 

Colorado,  Governor  of 294,325 

Curtis,  Samuel  R . . . . 6, 7, 12, 22, 52, 70, 73, 74, 82, 83, 87, 91, 93, 116, 118, 156, 157 

Davidson,  John  W 330, 

332,  341,  350,  353, 359, 361,  367,  374, 376, 377,  387, 410,  423, 426,  435, 438 

Davies,  Thomas  A 335, 375, 608, 615, 618, 631, 753 

Denny,  Alexander  F 649 

Edwards,  John 329, 330, 593, 602, 609, 617, 619, 633, 634 

Emery,  Mr 529 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 319,  321, 322, 327, 328, 334, 364, 388, 400, 410, 428, 450, 

469, 471, 472,  476,477,  479,  480,  490,  520, 531, 537,  541, 545, 584,  587, 589, 598, 
603, 609-612, 615, 621,  626, 641, 643, 646, 647,  656, 692, 693, 702, 707, 747, 754 

Farrar,  Bernard  G 319 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 308,  394,  406,  427, 438, 439, 459, 477, 

.521,  531,  535,  545, 567, 580,  584,  627, 658, 659, 661,  673, 683,  707, 715,  716, 719 

Geiger,  Washington  F 126, 138, 144, 146, 155, 160, 161, 168 

Gower,  James  O 62,73,76 
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Schofield,  John  M. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S 374,385,402 

Gravely,  Joseph  J 619, 622, 633, 650, 660, 664, 665, 678 

Greene,  Oliver  D 755 

Guitar,  Odon 427, 490, 492, 526, 527, 587, 590,  620, 634, 637, 646, 648-650, 688 

Haines,  T.  J 516 

Hall,  George  H 619, 646, 722 

Hall,  Willard  P 552,677 

Harding,  Chester,  jr 375, 395, 457, 573, 721, 725 

Harrison  M.  La  Eue 588,746 

Herron,  Francis  J 23,27,28,30,34,307 

Holland,  Colly  B 610 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A’ 336,351,407,409, 

424, 429, 431, 435, 447, 449, 452, 461, 469, 499, 510, 512, 529, 530, 535, 678, 711 

Huston,  Daniel,  jr 34 

Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River,  Commanding  Officer  at 319 

Jacobi,  Arthur : 544 

.Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  Commanding  Officer  at 618 

Kansas,  Governor  of 489, 491, 508, 509, 520 

Kent,  Daniel 155 

Ladd,  Mr 529 

Leavenworth,  Kans.,  Mayor  of 520 

Lebanon,  Mo.,  Commanding  Officer  at 615,619 

Lincoln,  Abraham 293,301,330,331,366,373, 

383, 386, 479, 482, 585, 588, 589, 591, 595, 601, 663, 666, 677, 680, 697, 701, 1143 

Livingston,  Robert  R 712,725,750,756 

Loan,  Ben  ....J 294 

Lykins,  Mr 529 

McCracken,  M.  W 406 

McNeil,  John  377,399,4.39,441, 

445, 449, 492, 517, 534, 637, 645, 657, 670, 685, 690, 695, 727, 737, 740, 752,  755 

Marmaduke,  John  S 436 

Missouri,  Governor  of - 318 

Pennock,  A.  M 319,336,338,352 

Phelps,  John  S 8 

Philips,  John  F 37,660 

Phillips,  William  A 32,33 

Pope,  John 534 

Rogers,  John  B 716 

Rosecrans,  William  S 402 

Ross,  Leonard  F 387,407 

Sanborn,  John  B 666, 681, 693,  705, 718, 728, 747, 748,  751, 7,52 

Smith,  A.  J 722 

Steele,  Frederick 441, 

513,  539,  576,  579,  .591,  657,  664,  682,  689,  699,  700,  712,733,739,741,755 

Strong,  William  K 447 

Thomas,  James  L 688 

Totten,  James 155,167, 

500,  622-625,  628-630, 634, 635, 638-640, 642-644, 647, 653-655, 658, 659, 662 

Vaughan,  Champion 738,742 

Vaughan,  Richard  C 413 

War  Department,  U.  S 597,731 

Weer,  William 26, 28, 35, 38, 69, 83, 156, 161, 167, 180, 182, 186, 1-89, 689 

Williams,  John  F 588 
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Schofield,  John  M.— Continued.  “ ‘ 

Mentioned 4, 8. 10, 14, 32, 36, 40, 41, 

55,  56,  68,  73,  89,  107,  114,  127,  130,  139,  149,  182, 184, 185, 188, 196, 197, 
200-202, 204,  206, 277, 283, 285, 292, 296, 299,  323, 326, 327, 331, 341, 343, 353, 
362, 363, 366,  374, 380, 381, 383, 385, 396;  398, 399, 401, 402, 406-408, 415, 417, 
424,  430,  431,  435, 443,  455,  464,  465, 475, 479,  484, 485, 487,  488, 501, 503,  506,’ 
507, 510,  513, 515, 516, 519, 522, 538, 539,  543, 548-555, 559, 563, 564,  577,  582- 
585, 604-607,  609-611, 620, 641, 647, 653-655, 658, 660, 662, 668, 670, 674, 680, 
683,  689,  690, 709, 727, 736, 737, 739, 743, 745, 753, 758, 760, 788,  824,  893, 943 


Relieved  from  command  of  the  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri 40 

Staff.  Anuouucements  of* 293,364,580 

Schroeling,  John  C.  Mentioned 209,763 

Scofield,  Smith  O.  Correspondence  with  Samuel  R.  Curtis 136 

Scott, . Mentioned 723 

Scott  (?),  General.  Mentioned 648 

Scott,  Major.  Mentioned 836 

Scott,  John.  (Confederate.) 

Correspondence  with  William  Steele 955 

Mentioned 466,  833 

Scott,  John.  (23d  Iowa.)  Mentioned 9,  18-20,  25,27 

Scott,  John.  (Mo.  P.  E.  M.)  Mentioned 766 

Scott,  Oliver  H.  P.  Mentioned 65,134,265,301 

Scott,  S.  S.  Mentioned 962, 1000,  1013,  1021,  1037,  1046,  1106,1107, 1116 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Indian  Affairs,  C.  S.  Commissioner  of. 

Scudder,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 845 

Scuggs,  James.  Mentioned 446,599 

Scurry,  William  R.  Mentioned 963,  964 

Searl,  A.  D. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  S.  Clark 532 

Mentioned 532 

Searle,  Elhanon  J.  Mentioned 78,  418,  691 

Sears,  John  J.  Mentioned 289,  347 

Seddon,  James  A.  Mentioned 578,791,819, 

868,  878,  896,  913,  914,  962,  967,  973,  974,  1002,  1004-1006, 
1017, 1021, 1029, 1031, 1037, 1061, 1067, 1115, 1123, 1124, 1134 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Seley,  Abel  H.  Mentioned ^ 134, 265 

Selfridge,  Robert  O.  Mentioned 123,453 

For  correspondence,  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  Pope. 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O.  Correspondence  with  Benjamin  M.  Prentiss 268 

Senteny,  Pembroke  S.  Mentioned 271,272 

Senteny,  Pembroke  S.,  Mrs.  Mentioned 272 

Severns,  Jefferson.  Mentioned 744 

Seward,  William  H.  Mentioned 554 

Seymour,  Horatio.  Mentioned 562,563 

Shaler,  J.  R.  Mentioned : 209, 793 

Shanks,  David.  Mentioned 842,  846 

Shannon,  W.  H.  Correspondence  with  William  Steele 883 

Sharp,  Thomas.  Mentioned 766 

Shaver,  R.  G.  Mentioned 657, 659, 701, 707, 715, 781, 812, 813 

Shaw,  Elvis  P.  Mentioned 65,134 

Shaw,  Leander  I.  Mentioned 229 

Shelby,  Joseph  O. 

Correspondence  with 

Marmaduke,  John  S 818,  900,  901,  923,  1099 

Price,  Sterling 868 
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Shelby,  Joseph  O.— Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 1099 

Thompson,  G.  W 842 


Mentioned 34,141,207,209,329,588,  602. 

609-618, 620, 622, 624,  626,  633, 637, 638,  642, 646,  649, 651,  656, 657, 659,  660, 
664-667, 671,  674, 675, 677, 681, 685,  689,  700,  702, 719, 724,  740, 832,  841,  845, 
846, 851, 853, 863,  864, 866, 869, 870, 873, 886, 888,*  889, 897, 900, 908, 918, 919, 
924,  951,  963,  1029,  1054,  1058,  10.59, 1067, 1086, 1089, 1109, 1113, 1114, 1127 
Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863.  Communieations  from 


Barnes,  Lucien  J 

Brown,  Egbert  B 

Brown,  Riehard  H 

dowry,  R.  C 

Cole,  Nelson 

Crittenden,  Thomas  T 
Curran,  S.  M 


662 

608, 613, 614, 632,  638, 652, 659 

642,647,652 

631 

628,636,641 

624,646,656 

651 


Davies,  Thomas  A 631 

Denny,  Alexander  F 646, 648, 649 

Edwards,  John : 593,602,603,609,617.625,634 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr. . . 609-611, 615, 616,  621, 626,  640, 641,  646, 647,  650, 656, 661, 671 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 627,  632,  658, 659, 661 

Foster,  Emory  S 620 

Gentry,  William * 620 

Gravely,  Joseph  J 660, 664, 665,  668, 671, 678 

Guitar,  Odon 634,637,646,648,650 

Hall,  George  H.... 622, 646 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 588,616,633 

Holland,  Colly  B 660 

Hume,  J.  F 650 

Lazear,  Bazel  F 614,  635 

Leonard,  Reeves 634,637 

MeNeil,  John 592, 593. 645, 665 

Morton,  Quin 615,663 

Phelps,  John  E 666, 668 

Philips,  John  F 660 

Sanborn,  John  B 681 

Schofield,  John  M 591, 593, 603, 608-610, 612-615,  618-620, 622- 

626, 628-631, 633,  634, 637, 639, 642-644,  647,  649,  650,  654-660,  662. 664, 665 

Steger,  James  H 615 

Tillman,  John 634 

Totten,  James 622- 


625, 628-630, 634-636, 638, 610,  641, 643-645, 647, 6.52-655, 658. 659 


See  also  Franklin  to  Davis,  p.  1058. 

Shelton,  William  A.  Mentioned 329,348 

Shepard,  Isaac  F.  Mentioned 330 

Shepherd,  V.  E.  Mentioned 780 

Sheppard,  Charles.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Colhj  B.  Ilolland. 

Sheppard,  Henry.  Mentioned 418,  578 

Sherman,  William  T. 

Correspondence  with 


Grant,  U.  S 673 

Steele,  Frederick 673 

Mentioned 9-11, 15, 21,  31, 384, 395, 670, 683, 696, 700, 1028 
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Shimminger,  Samuel.  Mentioned 422 

Shipley,  Francis  M.  Mentioned 131 

Shoup,  George  L. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Chivington 214 

Mentioned 214,764 

Showalter,  Daniel.  Mentioned 1083 

Shunk,  David.  Mentioned 128, 161 

Sibley,  Henry  H. 

Correspondence  with  John  Pope 115, 119, 123, 289, 451, 497, 498, 768 

Mentioned 90, 116, 117, 127, 176, 

199, 288, 289, 294, 304, 305, 349, 350, 371, 380-382, 385, 386,  404, 405, 429, 434, 
435, 449, 451, 453, 463, 464, 493-497, 502, 503, 538, 569, 570, 608, 672, 767, 1088 

Sickles, . Mentioned 727 

Sigel,  Albert.  Mentioned 129 

Sigel,  Franz.  Mentioned 583 

Sigourney,  Andrew.  Mentioned 1080 

Silure,  John.  Mentioned.  973 

Simms,  Mrs.  Mentioned 825 

Simons,  Adjutant.  Mentioned 1103 

Simons,  George  W.  Mentioned 647,648 

Simpson,  Captain.  Mentioned 522 

Simpson,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned 762 

Singer,  E.C.  Mentioned 974,1017 

Singer,  John  M.  Mentioned 762 

Sioux  Expedition,  Dakota,  June  16-Sept.  13,  1863.  Communications 
from 

Army  Headquarters 380 

Miller,  Stephen 429, 435,  449, 453, 495 

Pope,  John  . . 115, 116, 119, 123,'  186, 198, 294, 304, 381,  385, 383,  434,  451, 463, 496-498 

Sibley,  Henry  H 451 

Sitton,  James  O.  Mentioned 550 

Slack,  James  R.  Mentioned 1 '4 

Slack,  W.  Y.  Mentioned >1 

Slaughter,  J.  E.  Mentioned 11  il 

Slaves. 

Action  touching.  Communications  from 

Lincoln,  Abraham 30, 386 

Schofield,  John  M 450 

Employment  of,  as  laborers.  Communications  from  E.  Kirby  Smith...  994, 1035 

References  to 11, 30, 39, 89, 135, 136, 147, 

301, 330, 331, 380, 386,  408, 450, 460,  .548, 549, 578, 586, 826, 856, 907, 990, 994 


Slidell,  John. 

• Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith 993 

Mentioned 992, 1017, 1023, 1029 

Smallwood,  W.  M. 

Correspondence  with  editors  of  the  Missouri  Democrat 558 

Smart,  Edwin. 

Correspondence  with  John  W.  Davidson 220 

Mentioned 231-233, 263 

Smith, . Mentioned 437 

Smith,  Andrew  J. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 722 

Mentioned 510,  718,  722,  725 

Smith,  Edward  A.  Mentioned 347,763 
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Smith,  E.  Kirby. 

Agreement  between  the  Governor  of  Arkansas  and 962 

Assignments  to  command 772 

Assumes  command  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department 798 

Command  extended  to  embrace  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart  ment 787 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 786, 852, 873, 913, 949 

Arkansas,  Governor  of — . 919,935,1056 

Bankhead,  Smith  P 966 

Carroll,  J.  A 1125 

Chickasaw  Nation,  Governor  of 1117 

Cooper,  Douglas  H 987, 1037 

Crosby,  J.  F ..." 983 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 307 

Danley,  B.  F 1057 

Davis,  Jefferson  . . . 834, 871, 902, 925, 992, 1003, 1028, 1031, 1069, 1071, 1074, 1077 

De  Morse,  Leo  C 1125 

Dockery,  T.  P 1088 

Duggins,  George  G 1125 

Dunuington,  John  - 899 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A - 973,1017 

Fauntleroy,  Charles  M 1017 

Gamble,  James 1116,1117 

Garland,  Samuel 1075 

Gillett,  L.  E 1125 

Harris,  Cyrus 1117 

Harrison,  Isaac  F 1087, 1092 

Harrison,  William  F 1117 

Haynes,  W.  H 1134 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 818, 

828, 833, 835, 837, 839, 846, 854-857, 865, 874, 899,  907, 916,  1023, 1030,  1034, 
1044, 1045,  1049, 1054,  1063, 1064,  1074,  1081,  1084,  1086,  1089,  1092,  1093 

Johnson,  R.  W 1029,1035 

Johnson,  Waldo  P 865 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 850, 864, 885, 904, 913, 914, 1053 

Jones,  R.  M 1021 

Louisiana,  Governor  of 935 

Love,  Wilson 1117 

McCulloch,  Henry  E 1072 

Magruder,  John  B 814, 955, 963, 982, 994, 1003 

Maxey,  S.  B 1112 

Mouton,  Alfred 1110 

Peek,  Thomas  C 1044 

Pemberton,  John  C 829,833,850,859 

Price,  Sterling 941, 976, 979, 983, 990, 994, 997, 1000,  i014, 1145 

Reynolds,  Thomas  C 855, 935 

Schaumburg,  W.  C 1049 

Shelby,  Joseph  O 1099 

Slidell,  John 993 

Steele,  William 839, 862, 883, 

909, 984, 999, 1018, 1024, 1048, 1055, 1058, 1064, 1075-1077, 1083, 1093, 1108 

Tappan,  J.  C 951 

Taylor,  Richard 846,  868, 954, 979, 988, 990, 994^1094, 1110 

Texas,  Governor  of 935 
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Smith,  E.  Kirby — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Treasury  Department,  C.  S 854 

Walker,  J.  G 915 

War  Department,  C.  S 781 

802, 838, 852,  952, 959, 964, 973, 974, 1010, 1017, 1038, 1061, lioi 

Watie,  Stand  967,999 

Welch,  Otis  G 1125 

Mentioned 189,205,  209,  211,  218,  219,  221,  277,  285,  286, 

308,  309,  317,  353,  414,  430,  438,  453-455,  458,  459,  465,  468,  492,  512,  513, 
522,  540,  578,  700,  740,  754,  755,  771,  772,  782-784,  787,  788,  791,  797,  804, 
806,  814,  816,  818,  829,  8.33,  834,  837,  839,  846,  850-852,  854,  856,  862,  864- 
866,  873,  875,  876,  878,  889,  895,  899,  902,  907,  912,  925,  931,  935,  937,  945- 
947,  950, 951,  954,  955, 959, 962-964,  971, 976, 978-980, 982-984, 988, 994, 999^ 
1004,  1005,  1008,  1010,  1011,  1013,  1019,  1021,  1022,1025,1026,1028-10311 
1045, 1055,  1058-1061,  1064,  1067-1080, 1083,  1087-1089,  1092,  1093, 1095- 
1100,  1103,  1106,  1107,  1115,  1125,  1127,  1128,  1130,  1133, 1134, 1139, 1140 

Proclamation  of,  to  the  people  of  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  Texas 995 

Staff.  Announcements  of 799,  828,  832, 837,  846,  850,  870 

Smith,  George  R.  Mentioned 320 

Smith,  Harry  S^  Mentioned 128,344 

Smith,  J.  Nelson.  Mentioned 419 

Smith,  John  E. 

Corresj)ondence  with 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 536 

McPherson,  James  B 536,  575 

Steele,  Frederick 537 

Mentioned 530, 536,  544 

Smith,  J.  S.  Mentioned 572 

Smith,  Morgan  L.  Mentioned 387 

Smith,  Newton  J.  Mentioned 133 

Smith,  Reuben.  Mentioned 132 

Smith,  Robert.  Mentioned 279 

Smith,  S.  A.  Mentioned 799,828,  1070 

Smith,  Thomas  C.  H.  Mentioned 176,  349,  350,  767 

Smith,  Tuck.  Mentioned 616,  617 

Smith,  William  Sooy.  Mentioned 387,407 

Smyser,  Alfred  N.  Mentioned 760 

Snead,  Thomas  L. 

Correspondence  with  Sterling  Price 908, 912 

Mentioned 811,  907, 942,  1018, 1146 


For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Sterling  Price. 

Snow,  C.  E.  Mentioned 107 

Sockman,  Alexander  H.  Mentioned - 421 

Sokalski,  George  O.  Mentioned 436 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Frederick  Steele. 

Sorley,  James.  Mentioned 1130 

Soule,  S.  S.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  M.  Chivington. 

■Soult,  Marshal.  Mentioned  ^40 

Southeastern  Missouri,  District  of.  See  Missouri,  Southeastern,  District  of. 
Southwestern  Army.  (Confederate.) 

Geographical  limits  of. 

I^efined  to  exclude  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  772 

Extended  to  embrace  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department 787 

Smith,  E.  Kirby,  assigned  to  command  of  the 772 
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Southwestern  Missouri,  District  of.  See  Missouri,  Southwestern,  District  of. 


Sparks,  Major.  Mentioned 1084 

Spears,  John.  Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 1120 

Speight,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with  William  Steele 779,  839 

Mentioned 771-773,775 

777,  778,  794,  795,  804,  809,  810,  831,  833,  837,  839,840,  843,  862,  909, 1119 

Spencer,  David.  Mentioned 456 

Spencer,  Frederick  A.  Mentioned 346, 421 

Spilman,  Alexander  C.  Mentioned 207,419 

Sprigg,  R.  Lamar.  Mentioned.. 1140 

Springfield,  Mo.  Engagement  at,  Jan.  8,  1863.  Communications  from  John 

K Philips 37 

Stall,  Henry  V.  Mentioned 343,600,744 

Standing  Buffalo.  Mentioned 449 

Stange,  Gustave.  Mentioned 128,345,418,760 

Stanly, . Mentioned 412 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.  Mentioned  29,  41, 

45,  48-50,  66,  75,  103,  113,  172,  176,  186,  294,  307,  326,  366,  371,  372,  380, 
384,  393,  463,  472, 489,  490,  496,  499, 508,  513,  576,  597, 613,  618,  636, 718,  742 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Star, . Mentioned 510 

Stark,  Mr.  Mentioned ; 1021 

Stark,  Denton  D.  Mentioned 150, 154,  346,  418,  609,  763 

Starr,  Henry  A.  Mentioned 130 

Steck,  Michael.  Mentioned 528 

Steele, . Mentioned 598 

Steele,  Frederick. 

Assignments  to  command 402 

Assumes  command  of.  all  of  Arkansas  north  of  the  Arkansas  River 445 

Assumes  command  of  expedition  against  Little  Rock,  Ark 432 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 578 

Bache,  George  M 444 

Black,  Thomas  G. 717 

Clayton,  Powell 617,  755 

Davidson,  John  W 454 

Farrell,  Thomas  M 747 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 414,  430,443, 

454,  457, 462, 468,  475,  501,  506, 519,  543,  670,  674, 680,  684,  696,  708,  709, 754 

Montgomery,  Milton 458 

Phelps,  S.  L 522 

Schofield,  John  M 441^ 


513,  539,  576,  579,  591,  657,  664,  682, 689, 699,  700, 712,  7.33,  739,  741,  755 


Sherman,  William  T 673 

Smith,  John  E 537 

True,  Ja  mes  M A 470 

Mentioned 13,  14,  290,  320,  362,  395,  402,414, 

424,  429,  431, 435,  440,  441,  449,  452, 453,  459,  461,  462,  464,  465,  469,  490,  499, 
500, 505,  50fi,  509, 510,  512-516, 518-520,  .522,  523,  530,  533,  536, 537,  539,  540, 
544, 5.59,  560, 573, 575, 576, 585,  607,  663,  664,  670,  673, 687,  689,  698,  699,  701, 
709-712,  725-727, 732, 737,  739,  740,  756,  759,  760,  1059, 1084,  1085, 1090, 1146 

Staff.  Announcements  of 436,475,490 

Steele,  James  M.  Mentioned 132 
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Steele,  William. 

Correspondeuce  with  , 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 843, 1100 


Alexander,  A.  M 804, 815,  823^ 

Bankhead,  Smith  P 921, 940, 948, 981, 986, 1014, 1016, 1020, 1022* 

Bass,  Thomas  Coke 1047 


Baylor,  John  R 770,  774 

Bourland,  James 1036 

Cabell,  William  L 801, 

874, 876, 885, 893, 894, 916, 917, 933, 967, 969, 972, 974, 985, 987, 1015 

Carroll,  Charles  A 783 

Cooper,  Douglas  H 770,  775,  777,  788,  804, 806, 817, 

830,  838,  842, 847, 848, 865,  874, 885,  894,  802,  906, 911, 987, 1000, 1016, 1019, 
1021,  1025,  1037,1047,1055,  1063,  1070,  1078,  1081,  1099,  1102,  1103,1109 

Crump,  R.  P 775 

De  Morse,  Charles 802 

Diamond,  James  J 800 

Fort  Washita,  Ind.  T.,  Commanding  Officer  at 1047 

Gano,  R.  M 1062, 1073, 1076, 1080, 1083-1085, 1089, 1094, 1100, 1102, 1103 

Garland,  Samuel 1082 

Harrison,  James  E 815,839 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 150, 170 

Hindman,  Thomas  C 772, 773 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 776, 

794, 798, 799, 807, 809, 816, 830, 833, 847, 902, 903, 905, 917, 925, 940, 1085 

Howell,  S 968 

Indian  Affairs,  C.  S.  Commissioner  of 957 

JoRnson,  C.  B 1020 

Lane,  W.  P 827, 830 

McCulloch,  Henry  E 1042, 1044-1047, 1065, 1076, 1081 

McIntosh,  Chilly 1078 

McNeil , John 737, 738 

Magruder,  John  B 805 

Monroe,  J.  C • 773,787,791 

Morgan,  A.  S 933,951,957 

Northwestern  Arkansas,  Commanding  Officer  of  U.  S.  Forces  in 154 

Pike,  Albert 925 

Price,  Sterling 948,950,953,956,961,1012 

Scott,  John. 955 

Shannon,  W.  H 883 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 839,  862,  883, 

909, 984, 999, 1018, 1024, 1048, 1055, 1058, 1064, 1075-1077, 1083, 1093, 1108 

Speight,  John  W 779,839 

Twitty,  William  C 799 

Welch,  W.  B 797 

Wheat,  P.  H 801 

Wigfall,  Louis  T 819 

Wooten,  W.  H 980,1056 

Memorandum  of  agreement  with  M.  La  Rue  Harrison 170 

Mentioned 153, 163, 170, 177, 212, 213, 247, 248,  256, 258, 311, 331,  356, 


392, 394,  399,  411,  437,  445,  463,  466, 691,  695, 737,  742,  771,  778, 789,  796,  797, 
802, 810, 821, 822, 828,  829,  832,  839,  863, 864,  866,  868-871,  874, 883,  894, 922, 
925, 955, 963, 965, 966, 972, 973,  975, 977, 979,  981,  983-985, 987-989, 992, 997, 
1000,  1010,  1019,  1021-1029,  1037,  1038, 1045,  1048,  1052,  1053,  1065,  lu75, 
1076,  1080,  1081,  1089,  1092-1094,  1096-1098,  1100-1104,  1109-1111,  1125 
Relieved  from  command  of  the  Indian  Territory 1094 
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Steen,  Alexander  E.  Mentioned 969 

Steger,  James  H.  Correspondence  witl^Egbert  B.  Brown 615 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Egbert  B.  Brotvn. 

Stemmert,  Albert.  Mentioned 599 

Stephens,  James  L.  Mentioned 18 

Stevens,  Edward  R.  Mentioned 347,419 

Stevenson,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 163 

Stevenson,  Carter  L.  Mentioned  828 

Stevenson,  John  D.  Mentioned 519 

Stewart,  John  E. 

Correspotideuce  with  James  G.  Blunt 144 

Mentioned 132, 188, 264,  300, 347,  419 

Stierlin,  Charles.  Mentioned 763 

Stierlin,  Henry  J.  Mentioned 345,418 

Stillings,  Edward  B.  Mentioned 697,  760 

Stilwell,  George  H.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  M.  Chivington. 

Stimpson,  William  M.  Mentioned 13 

Stockton,  Job  B.  Correspondence  with  James  H.  Lane 538 

Stockton,  Philip.  Mentioned 1139 

Stone,  George  A.  Mentioned 100 

Stone,  William  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 71 

Merrill,  Lewis 36 

Mentioned 128, 162 

Stotts,  James.  Mentioned 367 

Stout,  Nathan  L.  Mentioned 132 

Strader,  Jacob,  Steamer.  Mentioned 881 

Strait,  Horace  B.  Mentioned 765 

Street,  Joseph  M.  Mentioned 764 

Strodtman,  John  E.  Mentioned 765 

Strong,  William  K. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 447 

Mentioned 6,25,341,344,415,417,503,542,585,627 

Stuart, . Mentioned 899 

Stuart,  James.  Mentioned  85,130,760 

Sturgeon,  Isaac  H.  Correspondence  with  Samuel  R.  Curtis 256 

Subsistence  Stores.  Supplies  of,  etc.  See  Munitions  of  War. 

Suchet,  Marshal.  Mentioned 240 

Suess,  Henry.  Mentioned 129,345,352,419 

Sugg,  Tom,  Steamer.  Mentioned 210,454,906 

Sulakowski.  V.  Mentioned 963,1133 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  C.  Mentioned 152 

Sully,  Alfred. 

Assignments  to  command 730 

Correspondence  with  John  Pope 306,  434,  496, 502, 608 

Mentioned 277, 287, 288, 305,  349,  350, 385,  386,  404,  406,  429, 

435,  449,  451, 453, 464,  493,  495-498, 569, 570, 612,  633, 642,  671,  672,  731, 767 

Sultan,  Steamer.  Mentioned 877 

Summers, . Mentioned 598 

Summers,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned 687,765 

Sumner.  Edwin  V. 

Assignments  to  command 152 
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Sumner,  Edwin  V. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters T 158 

Leavenworth,  J.  H 172 

Mentioned 152, 157, 167, 173, 176. 177, 208,  335 

Surridge,  James.  Mentioned 818, 822, 823 

Sutter,  John  J.  Mentioned 765 

Sutton,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 574 

Swain,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 766 

Swain,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned 762 

Swallow,  Steamer.  Mentioned 19,21 

Swan,  Simeon  D.  Mentioned 65 

Sweet  Corn.  Mentioned 449 

Sweetwater  Station,  Nebr.  Attack  on,  by  Indians,  April  3,  1863.  Commu- 
nications from 

Collins,  William  O 198 

Craig,  James 198 

Switzler,  Theodoie  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Brown,  Egbert  B 446 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 73 

Mentioned 694 

Taliaferro,  T.  D.  Mentioned 833, 1051 

Tappan,  J.  C. 

Assignments  to  command 793 

Correspondence  with 

Price,  Sterling 811,  831 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 9.51 

Mentioned 793,  832, 856, 857, 872, 915, 976, 1029, 1066, 1130 

Tappan,  Samuel  F. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Chivington 333 

Mentioned 131, 317,  346, 401,  528, 764 

Tatum,  Joseph  T.  Mentioned 742 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  fV.  Davidson. 

Taylor,  . Mentioned 369 

Taylor.  C.  M.  Mentioned 912, 1032, 1131 

Taylor,  H.  Clay.  Mentioned 860 

Taylor,  Richard. 

Correspondence  with 

Elgee,  C.  LeD 914 

Smith,  E.  Kirhy 846, 868, 954, 979, 988, 990, 994, 1094, 1110 

Mentioned 742,807,828,840, 

851,  855-857,  872,  873,  904,  913,  915, 934,  964,  983,  988,  993,  995, 1010, 1014, 
1023,  1024,  1028,  1034-1036,  1044,  1049,  1055,  1063,  1074, 1082, 1086, 1088 

Taylor,  Samuel  M.  Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis... 1120 

Teague, . Mentioned 426 

Temple,  R.  H.  Mentioned 1140 

Tendon,  William.  Mentioned 154 

Tennessee,  Army  of  the.  Organization,  strength,  etc.,  of  troops  of  the, 
oi)erating  in  Eastern  Arkansas. 

Feb.  28,  1863 133 

June  30,  1863  349 

Tennessee,  Department  of  the. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1862 : No.  204,  407. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  22,  68;  No.  203,  402. 
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Tennessee,  Department  of  the— Continued. 

Portion  of,  north  of  the  Arkansas  River,  included  in  the  16th  Army  Corps.  408 

Reorganization  of  troops  in.  Communications  from  Willis  A.  Gorman 110 

Tennessee  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Cavalry — Regiments  : Stewart’s,  27. 

Terrell,  A.  W.  Mentioned .’ • . 922, 963, 964, 977 

Terrill,  J.  H.  Mentioned 672, 673 

Texas. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Bankhead,  Smith  P 922 

Bourland,  James  800 

Diamond,  James  J 800 

Magruder,  John  B 963 

Steele,  William 802 

Twitty,  William  C 799 

Proclamation  to  the  people  of.  E.  Kirby  Smith 995 

Texas,  District  of. 

Hubert,  Paul  O.,  ordered  to  the 1083 

Waul,  T.  N.,  ordered  to  the 1088 

Texas,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith 935 

Texas  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  1st,  1132. 


Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Abat’s,  966;  Gibson’s,  964;  Gonzales’,  964; 
Howell’s,  833, 987, 988, 1064, 1065, 1073, 1376, 1078, 1098, 1127  ; Jones’,  975; 
Krumbhaar’s,  977, 981, 1052, 1067, 1076, 1127  ; Lee’s,  833 ; Nichols’,  964 ; 
Pratt’s,  845, 1051. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  1st  {Arizona  Brigade),  964 ; Bourland’s,  977, 981, 1042, 
1112;  Wells’,  1052,  1099,  1107.  Companies:  Gillett’s,  788,  833;  Mar- 
shall’s, 788;  Richardson’s,  851.  Regiments:  Terrell’s,  922, 964, 966, 975; 
1st  (Arizona  Brigade),  922,  964, 1052;  1st  Partisan,  311,  773,  776,  788,  827, 
834,  837,  843,  844,  862,909;  3d  (Arizona  Brigade),  989;  4th  (Arizona  Bri- 
gade), 977,  1084,  1085;  5th  Partisan,  830,  833,  909,  1019,  1020,1022,  10.37, 
1042,1044,1046,1065,1067,1070,1113;  6th,  989;  12th,  851, 866 ; 17th,  851; 
18th,  829, 833 ; 19th,  845;  20th,  356,  833,  895,  909,  1047,  1051,  1112,  1127; 
21st,  845,1031,1032;  22d,  62,909;  23d,  975;  26th,  1132;  29th,  356,802, 
806, 830,  833,  909,  1052,  1064, 1065, 1067, 1073, 1078  ; 30th,  922,  964,  966,  977, 
1052, 1067 ; 31st,  356, 909 ; 34th,  62, 909.  Squadrons  : McKie’s,  851, 1032 ; 
Morgan’s,  845,1032;  Scanland’s,  101,356,788,833. 

Infantry — Regiments:  3d,  13th,  1132;  15th,  804,  805,  809, 823,  831,  83^,840, 


909;  20th,  1132. 

Thacher,  Linn  K.  Mentioned 328,420,521,566 

Thatcher,  Daniel  A.  Mentioned 160 

Thom,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned  792 

Thom,  G.  Mentioned 98 

Thom,  John.  Mentioned 109 

Thomas,  Colonel.  Mentioned 1075 

Thomas,  Chester.  Mentioned  284 

Thomas,  George  H.  Mentioned 679,1090 

Thomas,  James  L.  Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 688 

Thomas,  Lorenzo.  Mentioned 441 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant- General's  Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Thomas,  Minor  T.  Mentioned  350,767 

Thomas,  R.  S.  Mentioned 1067,1068 
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Thomas,  William  H. 

Annouuced  as  Chief  C^uartermaSter  Department  of  the  Trans-Mississippi..  831 

Correspondence  with  J.  P.  Johnson II37 

Mentioned 799^  B31^  870, 1128 

Thompson,  Sergeant-Major.  Mentioned 150 

Thompson,  Clark  W.  Mentioned 372,671 

Thomp.son,  G.  W. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  O.  Shelby 842 

Mentioned 846,  924, 1001 

Thompson,  Jay. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  W.  Blair 723 

Mentioned 723,762 

Thompson,  John  A Mentioned 131 

Thompson,  Lynch.  Correspondence  with  John  Q.  Burbridge 893 

Thompson,  M.  Jeff. 

Correspondence  with  Sterling  Price 844,875 

Mentioned 17,  20, 25, 143, 145, 146, 151, 158, 207, 209,  314,  316,  477, 480, 481, 567 

Thompson,  M.  Jeff.,  Mrs.  Mentioned 844 

Thompson,  Philip  A.  Mentioned 132 

Thompson,  William  G.  Mentioned 130 

Thomson,  L.  L.  Mentioned 833 

Thomson,  P.  IL  Mentioned 1071 

Thornton,  J.  T.  Mentioned 935 

Thornton,  Port.  Mentioned 446,599 

Thrall,  Homer.  Mentioned 422,760 

Thurber,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 343,  419,  764 

Thurston,  Colonel.  Mentioned 723,  724 

Thurston,  Orlin.  Mentioned 249 

Tillman,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Douglass,  Joseph  B 575 

Guitar,  Odon 634 

Mentioned 646,648 

Tipton,  Mo. 

’ Affair  at,  Oct.  10,  1863.  Communications  from 

Crittenden,  Thomas  T 627,628 

Turley,  James  M 629 

Comniandiug  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  James  Totten 640,645 

Todd,  George.  Mentioned 224,327,402,403,487 

Tom  Sugg,  Steamer 210,454 

Torrey,  William  H.  Mentioned 128, 178 

Totten,  James. 

' Assignments  to  command 621 

Assumes  temporary  command  of  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Jefferson  City, 

Mo 627 

Correspondence  with 

Baumer,  William 652 

Brown,  Egbert  B 632,  638, 658, 659 

Brown,  R.  H 634,  635, 638,  642,  647, 652 

Cole,  Nelson 628-630,635,636,640,641,655 

Crittenden,  Thomas  T 624, 627,  628,  646, 655, 656 

Curran,  S.  M , 651 

Davies,  Thomas  A 353 

Hall,  George  H 622, 651 
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Totten,  James — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Hickox,  F.  W 651,661 

Hume,  J.  F 650 

Lazear,  Bazel  F 635 

Morton,  Quin 641,653,654,656 

Scholield,  John  M 155,167, 

500, 622-625,  628-630, 634,  635,  638-640, 642-644,  647,  653-655, 658,  659, 662 

Tipton,  Mo.,  Commanding  Officer  at 640,645 

Turley,  James  M 629 

Weer,  William 624 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  John  M.  Schofield. 

Mentioned 22,  130, 156, 268, 295,  364,  621,  631,  651,  654.  748, 753,  812,  824 

Townsend,  E.  D.  Mentioned 398,636 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Adjutant-GeneraVs  Office.  U.  S.  A.;  also 
Army  Headquarters. 

Tracy,  C.  E.  Mentioned 974 

Trade  and  Intercourse.  Communications  from 

Buford,  N.  B 672,757 

Campbell,  William  T 714 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 21,98,104 

Davidson,  John  W ..  442 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 388,  389 

Gorman,  Willis  A 15 

Hughes,  D.  S 287 

Leavenworth,  Kans.,  Mayor  of 390 

Loan,  Ben 78 

Phillips,  William  A 170,171 

Rogers,  John  B 574,679,721 

Trader,  William  H.  Mentioned 846 

Trans-Mississippi  Army. 

Frost,  D.  M.,  relieved  from  command  of  division  in  the 808 

Orders,  General,  series,  1863  ; No.  1 {Price's  Division  ),  Sll. 

Organization,  strength,  etc.,  of  Hindman’s  Division  of  the. 

Jan.  31, 1863  781 

Feb.  28, 1863 793 

Price,  Sterling,  assumes  command  of  division  in  the 811 

Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Arkansas,  Governor  of 958 

Carr,  C.  E 1137 

Danley,  C.  C 945 

Davis,  Jefferson 931,1071 

Garland,  A.  H 945,1114 

Haynes,  W.H. 1134 

Huger,  Benjamin 1139 

Johnson,  R.  W 945 

O’Bannon,  L.  W 1134 

Reynolds,  Thomas  C 935 

Rhett,  Thomas  G 1140, 1141 

Schaumburg,  W.  C 1049 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 828,  855,  857,  871,  935,  949,988, 992,  993,  1010, 1023, 

» 1028,  1029,  1034,  1049,  1061,  1063,  1074,  1077,  1081,  1086,  1094,  1110, 1145 

Thomas,  William  H 1137 
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Trans-Mississippi  Department — Continued. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

War  Department,  C.  S 952,964 

Watkins,  George  C 945 

Beall,  W.  N.  K.,  transferred  to  the 970 

Blair,  W.  B.,  announced  as  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Subsistence  of  the 969 

Broadwell,  W.  A.,  announced  as  Chief  of  Cotton  Bureau,  in  the 953 

Burning  of  cotton  in  the.  Communications  from  E.  Kirby  Smith 1064 

Confederate  Troops  in  the.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Jan.  31,  1863.  Hindman’s  Division 781 

Feb.  28,  1863.  Hindman’s  Division 793 

May,  1863 851 

Sept.,  1863  1011, 1029 

Dec.  31,  1863 1127 

Conference  to  examine  into  and  report  on  affairs  in  the 1004-1010 

Conscript  Bureau.  Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  1,  854. 

Consolidated  inspection  report  of  the 1128 

Courtnay,  Thomas  E.,  authorized  to  enlist  a secret  service  corps  in  the 970 

Embraced  in  the  Southwestern  Army 787 

Establishment  of  bureaus,  etc.,  in  the.  Communications  from  War  Depart- 
ment, C.  S 1038 

Establishment  of  communication  with.  Communications  from 

Davis,  Jefferson 1031 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 988 

Greer,  E. 

Assigned  to  command  of  conscripts  in  the 853 

Assumes  command  of  conscripts  in  the 854 

Hindman,  T.  C.,  relieved  from  duty  in  the 780 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H.,  relieved  from  command  of  the 803 

Huger,  Benjamin,  ordered  to  inspect  artillery  and  ordnance  stores  in  the..  804 
Inspection  of  ordnance,  etc.,  in  the.  Communications  from  Adjutant  and 

Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 804 

Mail  facilities  in  the.  Communications  from  War  Department,  C.  S 971 

Maxey,  S.  B.,  assigned  to  the 970 

Military  bureaus  organized.  Communications  from  E.  Kirby  Smith. ..  1003, 1069 

O’Baunon,  L.  W.,  announced  as  Chief  Quartermaster  of  the 991 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1863 : Sept.  4,  990. 

Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  1,  798;  No.  2,  769;  No.  3,  799;  No.  5, 

828  ; No.  6,  830;  Nos.  7,  8,  831 ; No.  9,  832;  No.  11,  837 ; No. 

13,  846;  No.  14,  850;  No.  15,  853;  No.  19,  870;  No.  23,  803; 

No.  30,  933;  No.  31,  948;  No.  35,  953;  No.  36,  967;  No.  37, 

969;  No.  38,  980  ; No.  40,  986 ; No.  41,  991 ; No.  42,  996;  No. 

43,  998;  No.  44,  1017  ; No.  45,  1018;  No.  51,  1066  ; No.  53, 

1067  ; No.  54,  1068;  Nos.  56,  57,  1071 ; No.  58,  1078;  No.  60, 

1087  ; No.  61,  1094  ; No.  202,  1077. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863 : No.  57,  793  ; No.  58,  794  ; No.  134, 1003  ; No. 

154,  1045  ; No.  172,  1048;  No.  208,  1088;  No.  214,  1094. 

Price,  Sterling,  ordered  to  duty  in  the 791 

Quartermaster’s  stores.  Memorandum  of  W.  H.  Haynes 1136 

Smith,  E.  Kirby,  assumes  command  of  the 798 

Thomas,  W.  H.,  announced  as  Chief  Quartermaster  of  the 831 

Waul,  T.  N.,  ordered  to  the 1025 

Transportation.  (Railroad  and  water.)  Communications  from  Amos  F.  Eno.  74 

Treasury  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith 854 

Tripp,  William.  Mentioned 767 
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True,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 490 

Steele,  Frederick 470 

Mentioned 462, 506, 519, 523, 530, 670, 674, 675, 680, 700, 708 

Trumbull,  Lyman.  Mentioned 554 

Trumbull,  Matthew  M.  Mentioned 766 

Tucker, . Mentioned 676 

Tucker,  F.  M.  Mentioned 1017 

Tulip,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  10,  1863.  Communications  from 

Dobbin,  Archibald  S 1042 

Newton,  R.  C 1043 

Turley,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with  James  Totten 629 

Mentioned 474 

Turley,  William.  Mentioned 474 

Turner,  Edmund  P.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  B.  Magruder. 

Turner,  Samuel  E.  Mentioned 419 

Tuttle,  James  M.  Mentioned 8, 20, 696, 709 

Twitty,  William  C.  Correspondence  with  William  Steele 799 

Tyler,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 381 

Tyler,  John  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Davidson,  John  W 231-233, 2.50, 251 

Glover,  J.  M 203 

Mentioned 129, 187,  341,  344,  415,  417,  503 

Tyler,  John,  jr.  Mentioned 811 

Union  Troops. 

Mentioned.  (Colored.) 

Regiments  : 11th,  728, 735. 

Mentioned.  ( Regulars. } 

Cavalry— Re-T/'/ne/zts;  4th,  131. 

Infantry — Regiments : 1st,  2d,  132 ; 8th  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  761 ; 

10th,  131. 


Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Arkansas,  Army  of 505,  523,  585 

Eastern  Arkansas,  District  of 133, 264,  265,  300,  301,  348,  422,  423 

Helena,  Ark 65 

Missouri,  Department  of  the 89.90,127-132,187- 

189,  263,  264,  299,  300,  341-347,  415-421, 503-505,  585, 68(5, 687,  727,  758-766 

Northwest,  Department  of  the 90, 349, 350,  767 

Tennessee,  Army  of  the.  Portion  operating  in  Eastern  Arkansas. ..  133,349 
Recruitment,  organization,  etc.  Communications  from 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 78 

Loan,  Ben 124 

Weer,  William 213 

For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 

Vanderhorck,  John.  Mentioned 761 

Vanderpool,  Elisha.  Mentioned 422 

Vandever,  William. 

Correspondence  with  Francis  J.  Herron 293 

Mentioned 13, 196, 201, 202, 


206,  218, 228, 232-236, 245, 250-255, 257, 258,  263.  267, 270, 273, 285, 299,  311 


Van  Dorn,  Earl  Mentioned 20,844 

Van  Horn,  F. 

Correspondence  with  David  Johns 370 

Mentioned 370 
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Van  Horn,  Robert  T.  Mentioned 322, 477, 598 

Vann,  James.  Mentioned 212,821 

Van  Sickle,  Abram  B.  Mentioned 420 

Vaughan,  Champion.  Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 738,  742 

Vaughan,  Richard  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Bates,  Edward 484 

Brown,  Egbert  B 743 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 98 

Lincoln,  Abraham 485 

Schofield,  John  M 413 

Mentioned 47,  70, 194, 195 

Veale,  George  W.  Mentioned 419 

Vicksburg,  Miss. 

Operations  against.  Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 11, 104,  306,  308,  353 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 12,25,34,123 

Davidson,  John  W 161 

Schofield,  John  M 87,306-308,315 

Re-enforcements  for.  Communications  from 

Schofield,  John  M 353,355 

Walker,  .1.  G 915 

Siege  of.  Communications  from 

Davis,  Jefierson 902 

Elgee,  C.  Le  D 914 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 885 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 904,913 

Vincent,  Thomas  M.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Adjutant- Gen eraVs 
Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Vittum,  David  S.  Mentioned...-. 761 

Voorhies,  Albert.  Mentioned 1005 

Vore.  Israel  G. 

(’oriespomlcnce  with  Jefferson  Davis 1116 

Mem  ioi.ed 1000, 1095, 1096, 1107 

Wachsman,  Albert.  Mentioned 132,420 

Waggle,  William.  Mentioned  214 

Waggoner,  W.  H.  H.  Mentioned .• 421 

Wakerlin,  George  D.  Mentioned 132 

Walker,  Anson  J.  Mentioned 141 

Walker,  Claudiest  B.  Mentioned 412 

Walker,  Irwin  K.  Mentioned 345 

Walker,  James  A. 

Correspondence  with  John  S.  Marmaduke 950 

Mentioned 921,944, 1080 

Walker,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith 915 

Mentioned 288, 

. 681,  742, 810,  818,  828,  840,  846, 847,  855,  856,  868, 872,  873,  904,  913, 914,  988 

Walker,  L.  Marsh. 

Assignments  to  command 851 

Correspondence  with 

Marmaduke,  John  S 976,978 

Price,  Sterling 978,985 

Mentioned. . 435,  846,  851,  863, 864,  882,  887,  889,  890,  892,  896,  901, 903,  980, 983, 1029 
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Walker,  Tandy. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 1122 

Mentioned b32, 1052 

Walley,  James.  Mentioned 80 

Walters, . Mentioned 712 

Walton, . Mentioned 185 

Walton,  William  M.  Menticned 836,  858,  1033,  1034 

Walworth,  E.  Mentioned 799 

War  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraPs  Office,  C.  S.  A 949,  1061,  1102,1133 

Davis,  Jelferson 827,  913,  950,  1011, 1098,  1115 

Gardner,  Franklin 816 

Indian  Affairs,  C.  S.  Commissioner  of 1030, 1095 

Johnson,  Robert  W 788 

Johnston,  Josenh  E 971,988 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A 815 

Pemberton,  John  C 783 

Robinson,  John  C 1116 

Reynolds,  Thomas  C 780, 782, 935 

Smith,  E.  Kirby  781, 

802,  838,  852,  952,  959,  964,  973,  974,  1010,  1017,  1038,  1061,  1101 

Walker,  Tandy 1122 

Watie,  Stand 810 

War  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarlers 746,757 

Blunt,  James  G 398,735 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 41-43,50,64,75 

Eno,  Amos  F 39,69,74 

Herron,  Francis  J 285 

Kansas,  Governor  of 467,468,470,499 

Lincoln,  Abraham 277,745,757 

Pope,  John 493,  569 

Schofield,  John  M 597,731 

Waring,  George  E.,  jr.  Mentioned 76,87,90,128 

Warner,  Steamer.  Mentioned 877 

Warren,  Egbert  B.  Mentioned 30, 31 

Warren,  Fitz  Henry. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  R.  Curtis 24,29,49,71 

Mentioned 8, 17, 24, 28,  37, 67, 69,  71,  76,  82,  86-88, 93, 94 

Warrensburg,  Mo.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  Thomas 


Ewing,  jr 


656 


Washburn,  Cadwallader  C. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  R.  Curtis 93 

Mentioned 15, 72, 110, 133, 134, 189, 199, 407, 826 

Speech  of,  in  Helena,  Ark 826 

Washburn,  Henry  D.  Mentioned 128, 161 

Waterbury,  Stephen.  Mentioned 128 

Waterman,  William  B.  Mentioned 737 

Waterman,  William’ B.,  Mrs.  Mentioned.. 737 

Watie,  Stand. 

Correspondence  with 
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